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CHRISTIANITY

— MORE THAN

JUST GOING TO CHURCH

J. F.

To many children of God all that is
involved 1n being a Christian is "going to

church,” tLaking the Lord's supper, bheilng
t1sted In the church directory ... all this
becauce thev were baptized. L has never

entered ftheir mind that mere 18 1nvolved
than this.

Christianity 1s a fuil time job. It
mmvolves how wne thinks, talks, acts, etc.,
1s well as where gne 3 and how he
raesses, It 1nvclves how one makes his
living ard how they behave when on
vacation. 1L guides one's acltion while 1n
school as well as o¢n dates. It 18 the
overshadowing 1nfluence as one works on
{he Jjob and i1nfluences how one behaves at
home. This 15 what Paul meant when he
sald that Christ lived 1n Him (Gal. 2:20)
It also seems to be what Jesus had 1n
mind when he said His disciples were the
salt of the earth and the light of the
world. (Matt. 5:13-16)

Unless we lef our religion flow over
from attending services to affecting our
daily lives 1t 1s of no use. This was the
point Paul was making as he directed (by
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit) the
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slaves to serve their masters weli. (Eph.
6:5-8; Col. 3:22-25) Their masters would
not he so 1mpressed with the fact that
the slaves “"went to church" ag with the
fact that the slaves were good workers,
honest, depenrndable., etc.,, and showed noc
tendency to be rebellious. Their lives on
a dai1ly hasis in all relationships
demonstirated their faith and obedience to
Jesus as Lord of all. So 1t should be
now.

I will make very little 1impression
for good 1f I talk of the one body, one
baptism, one faith (Eph. 4:4-6), if my
daily 1ife 1is ungodly. In addition to
being regular 1n attendance and being
involved in the classes and other work of
the church, I must also be a demon-
stration of it to the world on a day by
day basis.

On the other hand if I live a life
that 1s sober, righteous, and godly on a
day by day basis I won't have to tell
people how religious I am, they will see
it in my 1life! Oh, I will still have
opportunities to speak of the love of God

Continued on Page 2
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and the gospel of Jesus Christ and to open
my Bible and study at every opportunity.
But my friends (and even my enemies) will
see 1n my life as a student, a housewife, a
salesman, a farmer, a factory worker, or
whatever I may be that my religion is not
just "going to church" and "taking the
Lord's supper" and being "listed in a

church directory."

Paul said a saint belongs to God,
both body and spirit. (I Cor. 6:20) By
this saying he meant one belongs to God
completely. If we are completely His
then we will not be Jjust "a church
member." We will be a simple New
Testament Christian and people will see
Christ living in us. What do they see --
good or evil? We determine!

SHEEP DON'T WALLOW

Luther Bolenbarker

The story 1s told of a small lamb and
its mother. It seems that the lamb passed
a plg pen one morning on the way with its
mcether to the pasture. Watching the pigs
wailow in the mud seemed like fun. and on
an especially hot day the lamb asked his
mcther 1f he could Jump the fence and
wallow 1n the cool mud

She replied, "No." Then the lamb
asked the usual question, "Why?" The
mother just said, "Sheep don't wallow!
Tris di:d not satisfy the lamb. He felt
fhiat she had "put him down,” or tha% she
hac orver2ised force which she shouldn't
have, eolc, S¢ o as soon as the mether was
wt of s1ght, the lamb ran fto the pig pen

wiped the fonne. He was soon
e vy the wioomud o on hiis fest. then on
cus bt connd o soon o on nre stomasnh, AfLer

ne gocided he had beter go
vie mother but found that he
couldntt, He was stuck 1n the mud' Mud
andé wool do not mix. His pleasure had

bound by his own folly He c¢ried and
finally he wasg rescued by the plg
farmer. e farmer washed and colz2aned
him and returned bopn Lo tne poldo uron

which tiie Tamb'sc moloer o id A,

"Remember cheep don®™ wotlow!
SinoLn ke the peodrcamont of thne
lamb 1n tre: g per - 1t oticks te you

and makes 1t nloh ounrd o o pmpossibie o aet
out of the sty

engage 11n. GO easy Lo 2ncape whenevar  we

Aiso sin looks so nioe to

wish to do so, ovut it 1s pot s Flea

SUPES. Wil o v dentred for watroa it e
while 1mp: o e o iaf el ! woi il
follou u o e AR A AR

Sin : g ‘ I Vi
bheocause Lha Dot ey i S
thnosdh wooe A T Y
ner o owe v S ; : i o
Want Lo Gt e Y el e hAve
SGImeone e R PR raelp oad
cleanse you 17 vou want o ooue ol osin

CHEISTIANS DON'T “Al1.0W!

“"WE DO MANY THINGS THAT WE
DON'T HAVE AUTHORITY FOR?"

Edward O. Bragwell, Jr.

Sometimes brethren will suggest that
the church engage 1itself in certain ac-
tivities or claim that there would be
nothing wrong with the church taking
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certaln actions. Conscienticus brethren,
as well they should, immediately ask for
authority for such actions. All too many

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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were enjoying their greatest spiritual
growth? How many elders have planned a
work around the demands of the spectators
rather than the needs of the participants?

Spectators need to become partici-
pants and find out what it's like out there
"on the field". Participants need to keep
on doing their best, 1gnoering the "boos®
while looking to their all-seeing and
understanding "Manager" for approval. All

THO CRIPPLES

Two cripples entered the church one day;
Crippled - but each in a different way;
One had a body, strong and whole,

But it sheltered a warped and twisted

soul.

The other walked with a halting gait

But his soul was tall and fair and
straight!

They shared a pew. They shared a book.
But on each face was a different look.

One was light with hope and joy

and faith that nothing could destroy.
The other Joined not in prayer and hymn,
Nc smile relaxed his features grim

1y nexghbor had wronged him, his heart
wasc sore,

e thought ot himself and nothing more;
ine wWords  that
Book

Struck deafened ears and a forlorn look.

Wwere read trom the Holy

To one came comfort - his soul was fed,
The other gained nothing from
said;

Two cripples left the church that day,
Crippled - but 1n a different wray.

Wwhat was

A twisted foot did one body mar
But the twisted soul was sadder far!
-— Author Unknown
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need to be preparing for Judgment, where
it will be the "doers of the word", not
the critics. who will be saved. "Finally,
all cof you be of one mind, having
compassion fcor one another: Jove ag
brother: be tonderheoaried. be oovrtomie”
(1 Pet. 3§
Churstrar 50 like el ploooor s vak

te the "boo-hkirds”
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Authority Continued
times when asked for such authority the
response 1s, "Well, we do many things that
we don't have authority for.”

What should be our response to such
dangerous reasoning? First of all, one
who makes such a statement should be
asked to give examples where we act
without authority. If he is unable to cite
any examples then his assertion can
assumed to be a false one. If', however,
he does cite examples then we need to
boldly answer his charges and show him by
what authority that we do the things we
do. If', 1n fact, his charges are correct
and we do noft have authority for our
actions, then we must cease the unauthor-
1zed practices at once

Wwhat 1f 1t 18 true that “"we do many
thingys that we don't have authorit, o)
That does net neotafy doing othor

fhie e

THE BOGING

Have vou ever nocliced whoe does ' he

booinag at & ball game? v onpot the

piayers on the field Troy hnave made
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Unifortunately, 1n every congregation
there are the spectators and the partici-
pants.  The spectators never teach a Bitle
class. preach, lead singing, or precide at
the table: they really don't get that much
involved in the worship itself. But more
often than not, they are the very ones
who are found criticizing the preacher or
song leader or Bible class teacher. They
are the ones who are so embarrassed and
incensed when someone 1nadvertently
commits an "error" in his efforts to lead
the group. They come wanting to hear
something that is interesting and that will
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for which we have no authority as many
brethren would like us to think. Instead,
it Jjust means that we must cut those
things out and not do them anymore.
We, 1ndeed, would encourage anyone to
point out any unauthorized practice that
we are engaged in so that we might
correct the matter. We want to do all
things by the authority of our Lord. (Col.
3:17)

Most of the time when brethren
make such claims, they are just trying to
shake our confidence and justify their
own unauthorized actions. Don't be
rattled by their tactics. Instead, "ke
always ready to give a defense fo
rvone who asvs you a reason for the

fnepe that 1s 1n vouw, with meeknese and
ap oPLt 3
NS EEET
S35V ERETTATORS
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make tna time £ly by, I thew lLaar 1t
tney Coteer” s o0 act they Tbhoo”

oo with the truoe e
*h TR re really Invaolved R
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i rosoice 1n the success ol ohhners;
sren rourn over the sorrows cf others:

they Ffeel {or the one who has failed,
make &allowances for him, encourage him
to try again. and assure him that he will
do better next time. They rejoice
especially 1in the development of the
young men and women in the Lord's
work. They are just as nervous and
excited when the young people make their
first attempt at presiding at the table or
teaching a class as they would be if it
were their own children.

How many preachers have decided to
move because of the booing spectators
right at the time when the participants
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