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CANWE ATTAIN UNITY?

All religious bodies, preachers and teachers claim
to be advocates of unity among the believers in God.
Many plans and movements have been initiated to
achieve unity among these religious groups. Some of
their efforts have spawned even more discord and
party spirit than the unity they seek. The religious
world is dreadfully divided over many issues. Even
with the Lord's church there are parties who banish
all efforts toward the unity of God's people taught in
the New Testament.

"With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffer-
ing, forbearing one another in love; endeavoring to
lzegp?";he unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Eph.

The term "denomination" indicates division. It
means to name, the act of naming, a designating by
name. It means a part of the whole, separated and
named to distinguish it from the other parts. A quar-
ter is a denomination of a dollar, so are dimes, nickels
and a penny. Denominations refer to different reli-
gious bodies, claiming to be different parts of the
church Jesus Christ built, all called by different
names to distinguish them from one another. As long
as these denominations hold their differing doctrines
and their names to separate one from the other, Bible
unity is impossible.

Some brethren are worried about the world classi-
fying them as a denomination. It is probably because
of what they teach and practice. When one holds out
the hand of fellowship to some denominational group,
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in or out of the church, he is showing some endorse-
ment of denominationalism. The question is: How far
is he going, and why does he stop where he does? Some
brethren endorse, coddle and protect false teachers
and false brethren, and then wonder why unity is not
attained. Some will say, "I do not want to drive him
further from the church and the Lord." He is already
away, and he will never be restored except by the
truth, the gospel of Christ (John 8: 32; Rom. 1: 16).

Division is condemned by the Holy Spirit. "Now I
beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divi-
sions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye
have learned; and avoid them" (Rom. 16: 17). "Now |
beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment" (1 Cor. 1: 10). By the questions: "Is
Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye
baptized in the name of Paul?" (1 Cor. 1: 13), the
apostle shows the absurdity of division growing out of
the doctrine of Christ.

Unity is a part of the doctrine of Christ. He prayed
that those who believe on him should be one in the
same sense that Christ and the Father are one (John
17: 20, 21). We are to endeavor (struggle, strive) to
KEEP THE UNITY of the Spirit. To %(eep the unity
signifies that we have it in the word of God. We must
try (test) the spirits to know whether they are of God
or man. "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world" (1 John 4: 1).

In spite of these statements by the Holy Spirit and
the efforts of godly men and women, there are some
hindrances that stand in the way of true unity. I shall
mention only two.

1. Lack of knowledge. Some people will accept
unity as a principle endorsed in words of scripture,
but because they do not know what the New Testa-
ment teaches on the subject, they are involved in
division while claiming to accomplish unity among
disciples. Ignorance of what unity means leads some
to draw conclusions from partial evidence and preju-
dice, and then demand that all others accept their
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conclusions. The idea that there are saved in all
churches is not reached by studying the word of God.
Ignorance of the nature and mission of the church of our
Lord has caused much division, and it is the very
foundation upon which denominations are built today.

2. Loyalty to men. Paul warned of false teachers
within the church who would lead others away from the
truth. "For I know this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the
flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them"
(Acts 20: 29, 30). Jesus gave a like warning: "Beware of
false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing,
but inwardly they are ravening wolves" (Matt. 7: 15).

Loyalty is first based upon human wisdom and
importance. Just because a certain man has a degree
from some college of reputation, or because he is well
known throughout the nation, it does not follow that he
is right in his preaching. Human wisdom tends to
elevate the man and decrease the importance of God's
word. Loyalty to men causes many to accept just about
any doctrine they preach, whether it is taught in the
New Testament or not. This hinders true unity.
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Editorial
Connie W, Adams

P.O. Box 69
Brooks, Kentucky 40109

THE OPEN SEWER

What would you do if you had an open sewer flowing
into your house? It is bad enough to have an overflowing
septic tank in the back yard with the terrible odor it
produces. Such emergencies prompt us to take swift
remedial action. After all, the quality of our lives is at
stake. The health hazard to our families must not be
tolerated.

But wait a minute! Do you have a television set in
your house? Perhaps two or three? Have you paid much
attention to what seeps into your house through that
influential box? Oh, I know there are some things which
are informative and entertaining in a harmless way.
But even a recent TV GUIDE carried a lead article
raising the question about the outbreak of dirty lan-
guage, "HAS TV GONE TOO FAR?" Consider the follow-
ing which this open sewer is dumping into your home:

(1) Profanity. This started several years ago with a
four letter word now and then. At the time it was
shocking to hear those words blaring right out in the
dens and livingrooms of our houses, words we would not
permit our children to use, nor any of our guests. Little
is ever said to honor or glorify God, but plenty is said in
taking his name in vain. There are parents who are
Christians, including some preachers, who see nothing
wrong with renting movies to watch on VCR which are
liberally sprinkled with profanity and these are some-
times shown to the whole family as good entertainment
for a family night at home with a "good" movie. "Let your
speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt..." (Col.
4:6).

(2) Coar se speech. The recent article in TV Guide
spelled out many of the words and phrases being com-
monly used on prime time shows this year. One six-year-
old girl uses a word or phase which is clearly vulgar in
origin and has little girls and boys all over the country
repeating this phrase. I have heard it from the children
and grandchildren of Christians. 1 could not print in this
paper some of the terms being used over and over in
sitcoms on prime time TV. The writers and producers
are bolder this year than ever before. Would you allow a
friend, fellow-worker, neighbor, or even relative to come
into your home and talk that way before your wife and
children? "keep thy heart with all diligence" (Prov. 4: 23).

(3) Gore. Do you realize how many buckets of blood
your children will see shed on TV before they ever leave
the nest? Under the guise of "realism" murder and
torture scenes are getting gorier and gorier. (If no such
word exists, [ hereby invent it). Rape, strangling, smoth-

ering, assaulting with blunt objects, mutilations, stab-
bings and shootings are common fare. Paul said to think
on things that are "lovely" (Phil. 4: 8).

(4) Hedonism. The gratification of natural desires
without any moral "hangups" spews into our homes day
and night. Disrobing, breathless love scenes, adultery in
abundance, fornication, homosexuality and incest are
frequently brought into our homes through the magic of
television. The story line on many shows raises confu-
sion as to right and wrong. Often, what the Bible would
clearly condemn, is presented in such a light that good
is called evil and evil is called good.

(5) Humanism. What values are portrayed are often
presented from a humanistic base. What man wants,
likes or what appears to serve his own interest has
become the standard for behavior. Anyone who insists
on adherence to a divine law is presented as a hypocrite
or an incompetent. Family roles, as presented in the
word of God, are portrayed with role reversals. The
Cosby Show is one of the greatest offenders in this
regard. It is funny, cleverly done, but the message is loud
and clear. "It is not in man that walks to direct his steps"
(Jer. 10: 23).

Parents would do well to watch Sesame Street and
the cartoons their children are watching. Recently,
while a granddaughter was here visiting, we were ap-
palled at the humanistic preaching being done to chil-
dren in some of the cartoons. Liberal doses of evolution
are assaulting their minds almost daily.

Biblical family values are consistently being under-
mined in our own homes, and then we wonder what is
happening to the family. That box in the corner might be
a part of what is happening to it! Whatever happened to
the shows where a family consisted of a husband and
wife (not married before) with their own offspring. Now
we have single-parent sitcoms galore complete with ex-
husbands and ex-wives, his children, her children and
their children. Children in a stable family who watch
such drivel are likely to get the idea that they are out of
touch with life, or that such aberrations in family life
ought to be expected. Divorce with all its evil by-prod-
ucts comes to be viewed as the norm, not the exception.

What Can You Do About It?

() Be very sdlective. Think ahead about what you
will watch. If you are surprised and it heads downhill,
cut if off. Do not be a jellyfish in exercising control over
it with your family.

(2) Find useful alternatives. Teach your children
the joy of reading good books. Rediscover it yourself.
Play games together. Encourage children to use their
imagination in play.

(3) If you are offended by a program, note the
sponsors and write to them. They are sensitive to
consumer good-will. A recent boycott of Burger King for
sponsoring programs with an anti-religious bias and
those that were excessively violent, brought a promise
from that company to cease sponsoring such shows. TV
will be out of business without sponsors and sponsors do
not want public ill-will. Write the network which carries
the sewage. Write the local affiliate.

(4) Revive family hospitality. Invite that new
couple which just started worshipping where you do.
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Pop some popcorn. Make some fudge. Settle down and
read a chapter in the Bible and have prayer together.
Learn the act of entertaining yourselves.

Folks, we have to do something to stop that open
sewer from overflowing in our living rooms. Otherwise,
we will become so immune to it that we won't even smell
the stink!
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GOD CONDEMNSSIN IN THE FLESH
Divine Message: For what the law could not do in that it
was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He
condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous require-
ment of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. (Rom.
8:3-4)

We all accept the affirmation that God condemned sin
in the flesh. His condemnation is stated in His law and
is clear and objective. I am not certain, however, that we
all understand the ORIGIN of God's expectation and its
real source. 'The righteous requirement of the law" did
not originate with the law itself... it originated in the
character of God. It would certainly be enough for God
to say it. God's saying it in His law makes anything
righteous. But morality is not first and foremost a
matter of law. It is a matter of character... the
character of God in whose image we are made. It is
therefore a righteous requirement of God that our char-
acter made in His image be based upon his standard of
morality.

Furthermore, Paul set forth the SOURCE of one's
own personal attitude toward morality. It is determined
by that upon which one sets his mind. "For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit,
the things of the Spirit" (Rom. 8: 5). What one wishes to
do, he will do. What he sets his mind to do, he will
accomplish. "I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall
not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the
things that you wish (Gal. 5: 16-17).

In his book, In the Presence of Mine Enemies,
Howard Rutledge, a U. S. Air Force pilot who was shot
down over North Viet Nam during the early stages of the
war, tells of his thoughts during several miserable
years, hundreds of arduous days, and a seeming eternity

of hours when life seemed so intolerable in the hands of
the Viet Cong. He said, "During those longer periods of
enforced reflection it became so much easier to separate
the important from the trivial, the worthwhile from the
waste. For example, in the past, I usually worked or
played hard on Sundays and had no time for church. For
years Phyllis had encouraged me to join the family at
church. She never nagged or scolded—she just kept
hoping. But I was too busy, too preoccupied, to spend one
or two short hours a week thinking about the really
important things. Now the sights and sounds and smells
of death were all around me. My hunger for spiritual
food soon outdid my hunger for a steak. Now I wanted to
know about that part of me that will never die. Now I
wanted to talk about God and Christ and the church.
But in Heartbreak (the name POWs gave their prison
camp) solitary confinement, there was no preacher, no
Sunday-school teacher, no Bible, no hymn book, no
community of believers to guide and sustain me. | had
completely neglected the spiritual dimension of
my life. It took prison to show me how empty life
is without God" (quoted by Gordon MacDonald, Or-
dering Your PrivateWorld, p. 115).

Next, Paul informs us that there are deadly serious
CONSEQUENCES of following the flesh. He says, "For
to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God,
nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh
cannot please God. (Rom. 8: 6-8). "

The world says that our fears of sin and evil are
childish, like the child who fears the alligator under the
bed who will not hang his arm off the bed because the
alligator might bite it off. The child's fears are obviously
unfounded. Larry Crabb in his best seller, I nside Out,
(page 30) responds to the world's claim by saying, "But
there really is something wrong in our world. Reality is
not what we want it to be. We sense that something is
badly twisted in our world because it is." We are not
dealing with an imaginary alligator. We are dealing
with the reality of prostitution, aids, homosexuality,
pornography, murder, theft, embezzlement, lying,
cheating, fornication, etc. We had best do all we can to
protect ourselves and our families. We had best prepare
ourselves and our families to fight real enemies.

Paul said that "the works of the flesh are evident..,
and those who practice such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God" (Gal. 5: 19-21). We can only deal with
those realities by changing (with God's help) our charac-
ter. And we do that by recognizing and favoring the
reality of spiritual life. "The fruit of the Spirit is love. joy,
peace, longsuftfering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self control. Against such there is no law.
And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with
its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us
also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited,
provoking one another, envying one another. (Gal. 5: 22-
26).

My friends, I am afraid we preachers are not warning
people of sin as we should. "Just As I AM," does not mean
we can REMAIN "Just As I Have Been. "
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Finally the apostle informs us of the wonderful
BLESSINGS which result from following the Spirit.
"But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not
have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is
in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is
life because of righteousness" (Rom. 8: 9-10).

God provides life, real life, to those who follow Him.
We must notice, however, that this is not just a matter
of DOING good. All of these passages suggest that we
must BECOME good... that is, we must become spiri-
tual. I want to improve, not just in what I do, but in what
I AM as a person. I know many persons who do wonder-
ful deeds of kindness and illustrate patterns of behavior
I would do well to emulate. But the list of persons is
much shorter whose character qualities evidence a truly
giving, compassionate, noble spirit. | RESPECT those
who do good. I truly ADMIRE those who are good
throughout.

Do you see what I mean? Let me illustrate. I want to
give my wife everything I can that is good for her and 1
want to treat her with great kindness and respect. But
I know that a lot of guys could give her more and
probably treat her better from physical points of view. |
want her to know that I want to give her something
more. I want her to feel that I am giving her all the deep
resources of my being, my loving, my caring, my sharing
... everything within me. She 1s not going to get that
from any other man. So, Sweetie, just don't look! God
wants that from each of us and it is that, ultimately, that
he rewards with such wonderful blessings.
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THE LOVE OF GOD —

ROMANS 8 - NO. (2)
THEHOLY SPIRIT —OUR GUIDE —VS. 514

"For they that are after the flesh do mind the things

of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the

things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is
death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it

is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be

that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man

have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if

Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but

the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the

Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell

in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall

also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that
dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors,
not in the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if you live
after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God. "
In these verses we see the love of God manifested
toward us through the Holy Spirit who is our spiritual
guide. God, in His infinite knowledge, knew how desper-
ately man needs a guide from earth to heaven, and in His
infinite love has provided such for both saint and sinner.
We have already learned from the first four verses of
this chapter that the freedom enjoyed by those "in
Christ" depends upon their walking "not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit." In verses five through fourteen,
Paul shows what it is to "walk after the flesh" and to
"walk after the Spirit. "

Wisdom demands that, first of all, we give some
thought to our need for such a guide. Subjectivism
seems to be the rule of the day. The prefix "sub" in
"subjectivism" (as elsewhere) involves the idea of that
which is "within" or "under," . g., a submarine — that
which is "within" or "under" water. Hence, by
subjectivism, | mean the disposition to be guided by
that from "within." All men need to realize that, of
themselves, they do not know the way to heaven — it
simply is not in man: "O Lord, I know that the way of
man is not in himself: it is not man that walketh to direct



Page 6

his steps" (Jer. 10: 23). All men need to realize that they
need guidance that is from without, over, above, and
superior to anything they possess. Therefore, his guide
must be objective — not subjective. That guidance
comes to us from the Holy Spirit through the word He
has "revealed to the holy apostles and prophets" (Eph.
3:5). In our text Paul urges us to follow this guide.
Led By The Spirit

Paul makes it plain that those who "walk after the
flesh... mind the things of the flesh," and those who
"walk after the Spirit..." mind "the things of the Spirit"
(vs. 4, 5). When children mind their parents, they obey
their parents. When one minds the things of the Spirit,
he does what the Spirit says. To act otherwise is to walk
after the flesh — it is "to be carnally minded" (v. 6).
Man's spirit is governed by one of two forces — the
flesh or the Spirit. To which he yields accounts for his
actions. Such tells the story of whether he is carnally
minded or spiritually minded. The former involves
yielding to the desires, appetites, and impulses of the
flesh—all the propensities thereof. The latter involves
listening to the Holy Spirit as He speaks through His
inspired word and being led thereby (Eph. 3: 5; 6: 17;
Heb. 4: 12; Rev. 2: 7, 11, 17, 29; 3: 6, 13, 22). Walking
after the Spirit is pleasing unto God, but walking
after the flesh—being carnally minded—is enmity
against God. The two are incompatible—wholly
irreconcilable! This is what Paul meant when he said
"Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it
is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be
"(v. 7). In other words, man cannot be carnally minded
and spiritually minded at the same time. He must
choose between the two. Jesus put it this way: "No
man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one,
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and
mammon" (Matt. 6: 24). )

Power of Choice

Unfortunately, some have understood verse seven to
teach a cardinal tenet of Calvinism, namely, Heredi-
tary Total Depravity. This doctrine affirms that man is
born into this world having inherited Adam's sin so that
he is wholly incapacitated to do any thing good until and
unless he is operated on directly and mysteriously from
on high. Such operation is usually attributed to the
Holy Spirit and is often called an "experience of grace."
According to this theory, prior to this operation man has
no power of choice — no freedom of will.

From a historical point of view, this doctrine had its
origin in the latter part of the fourth and the forepart of
the fifth centuries with Augustine, a prominent theolo-
gian being the prime promoter. It is interesting to
observe that among the "church fathers," who wrote
before 325 A. D., that unanimity prevailed on this
matter of man's free will. While an exception now and
then might be found in the field of religion, the "church
fathers" referred to them as heretics.

Opposing Augustine's view was one named Pela-
gious of Britain who was a strong believer in man's free
will. His concept is succinctly expressed by himself in
the following words: "If a man should, he can." How-
ever, his influence was over shadowed by the more
prominent theologian, Augustine. As a consequence

much of the religious world became saturated with his
concept which was later popularized even more as a
cardinal tenet of Calvinism. This doctrine not only robs
man of his power of choice, but also takes from him his
accountability — all of which contravenes the follow-
ing very plain passage of Scripture: "For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 5: 10). It
should also be noticed that throughout the whole context
of verse seven of our text that it is clearly implied that
man is responsible for whether he follows after the flesh
or after the Spirit. In the final analysis, it is up to him—
not God. Paul is our example: "But I keep under my body,
and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when
I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway"
(1 Cor. 9: 27).

In the last verses of our text, Paul talks about our
being in the Spirit, God dwelling in us, and our having
the Spirit of Christ—all of which is tantamount to our
being led by the Holy Spirit. He then brings our text to a
close by giving us assurance that "as many as are led by
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God" (v. 14).

Let us thank God for His great love in providing us
with this spiritual guide which man so desperately needs
in his journey from time to eternity.
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CONDITIONS OF HONORABLE MARRIAGE

Bobby L. Graham
1820 Epworth Drive
Huntsville, Alabama 35811

As seen earlier in this study, marriage is precious in
the sight of the Lord and must be held in honor among
all. Marriage per se—that is, whatever men want to call
marriage — is not here endorsed by God in Heb. 13: 4.
The apostle did not write an unqualified statement, de-
signed to cover every relationship that people want to
institute. The hortatory statement encourages honor-
able conduct on the part of all who contemplate and
enter marriage; it implies conditions upon which mar-
riage can be had in honor.

Permanence

The very best preparation that can be made by people
eligible before God to marry is to determine to stay
married. God's will is that people marry for life. God
hates putting away (Mai. 2: 16). He further decrees that
no one separate (sunder) what God has joined together.
(Matt. 19: 6). In that God joins people in marriage, it
must follow that only He can set the conditions upon
which he joins and severs them. Laws of civil govern-
ment have no effect on joining and severing by the Lord.
This is not encouragement to any to disregard civil law
conforming to God's will, but to remember the superior-
ity of divine law. Only God's law says what people's
aclﬁons should be when civil law fails to reflect God's
w

Keeping the covenant in marrying another is a mat-
ter of simple honor—honoring one's word pledged to
another. Before marrying and after marrying, it would
behoove all married people to remember the seriousness
of marriage and of keeping one's word. The principle of
honesty, even to the hurt of oneself, must be appreciated
(Psm. 15: 4).

Eligibility

The teaching of the New Testament shows that not all
are eligible before God to marry (Matt. 5: 32; 19: 9;
Rom. 7: 1-4). In the view of civil governments, any
divorced person (with divorce decree) may marry again;
but God, who instituted and controls marriage
accordmg to His will, does not so view the matter. His
Word authorizes only three classes of people to marry:
(1) people never married (Gen. 2: 22-25), (2) people
whose spouses have died (Rom. 7: 2-3), and (3) those
who have had fornication committed against them
(Matt. 19: 9). These alone have God's authorization to
marry: apart from divine authority to such effect, no
one would either have right to marry or know of such
right. Eligibility is never determined on the basis of civil
law, for civil law does not reflect the divine will. Civil
law is an expedient useful to people in the forming and
terminating of marriages, but

its use does not necessarily force God to recognize all
actions recognized by governments of men.
Submission

Even marriages begun with God's approval by people
eligible before Him and determined to remain married
to each other sometimes end because one or both parties
fail to maintain the spirit of submission to the other.
Paul's teaching respecting wives and husbands is in-
cluded in a section dealing with submission (Eph. 5: 21-
33). Paul developed and applied the attitude of submis-
sion to the behavior of the wife, who should love, respect,
and submit to her husband, and to the husband, who
ought to love, cherish, and nourish his wife as Christ did
the church. In both instances, there is submission to the
other manifested in the actions enjoined. Even the
husband must submit to his wife in his deferring to her
needs, requests, and wishes, and he will do if he loves her
according to the love of Christ for the church.

It is tragic to have people prepare to marry, begin
their marriages according to God's will, and even con-
tinue them for a time in an honorable state, and then
later suffer a dishonorable end through divorce. Divorce
always says that someone sinned; sometimes it says
that both parties sinned. The only honorable end to a
marriage 1s death. In summary, all marriages fail be-
cause of selfish people. Selfish people are unwilling to
make sacrifices necessary for marriages to survive. Are
you willing to sacrifice for your partner? Have you
contributed to the unnecessary end of your marriage?
Are you trying to maintain your marriage in an honor-
able state? Hebrews 13: 4 exhorts you to do so.
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"Go into all the world
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to every creature'
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WHAT SAITH THE

SCRIPTURE?
(Rom. 4:3)

Send all questions to:

Weldon E. Warnock

100 Carriage Drive
Beckley, Wes! Virginla 25801

GOING ON TO PERFECTION

QUESTION: What does the statement in Heb.
6: 1, "leaving the principles of the doctrine of
Chrid, let us go on unto perfection,” mean? Also,
comment on "not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works, and of faith to-
ward God, etc. in vv. 1-2.

ANSWER: "Leaving" means to "forsake, to put
away, let alone, disregard, put off." It indicates total
detachment. The phrase about the "first principles of
the doctrine of Christ" does not mean the principles of
the gospel of Christ, such as the resurrection of Jesus,
faith, repentance and baptism as taught in the gospel.
We are not to abandon or detach ourselves from them.

The "principles of the doctrine of Christ" are the
teachings about Christ in the Old Testament, namely,
the shadows, types, symbols and prophecies. They
must leave the pictures of Christ and go on to Christ
Himself in order to be perfect. They must abandon
Judaism and proceed to perfection in the gospel.

The recipients of the Hebrew letter needed to be
taught again "The first principles of the oracles of God"
(Heb. 5: 12). They needed someone to show them
again the pictures of the Old Testament of its
ordinances, ceremonies, and sacrifices. Babies need
pictures in order to comprehend They also must
learn the alpha-bet. These types and figures (pictures
and alphabet) foreshadowed Christ, but they could not
recognize Him unless they understood the word-
pictures. Hence, they must have someone to teach
them again the " first principles," that is, the meaning
of the Old Testament figures and symbols. The book of
Hebrews endeavors to lead them on to perfection.

Next the writer presents six foundational elements
not to be laid again — repentance from dead works,
faith toward God, etc. It 1s my persuasion that these
are fundamentals of Judaism rather than Christian-
ity. Some of them are relevant to Christianity, but none
are exclusively Christian.

Repentance from dead works. In addition to this
passage, "dead works" are mentioned in Heb. 9: 14.
These were the sins that remained on the conscience
after the Levitical ceremonies were unable to cleanse
through animal blood (Heb. 10: 2). They are "dead
works" because they belong to the realm of spiritual
death as the result of sin. Those under the Old Cove-
nant needed to repent of these sins.

Faith toward God. The Jews believed in God (Jn.
14: 1). But they also needed to believe in Christ (Jn. 14:
1) in order to become Christians. Faith toward our Lord
was preached by Paul to Jews and Gentiles (Acts 20:
21). "Faith toward God" was characteristic of the old
Mosaical system, and, hence, a foundational element of
Judaism.

Doctrine of baptisms. These "baptisms" are Jewish
washings or cleansing rites. Hebrews 9: 10 has "wash-
ings" rather than "baptisms," but both are from the same
Greek word—baptlsmos According to Trench, this word
means, "ceremonial washing or lustration... while by
baptlsma we understand baptism in our Christian sense
of'the word. "

Laying on of hands. Fundamental to the Jewish
religion was the imposition of hands, repeatedly pre-
scribed in the Levitical ritual. Priests (LeV 4: 4), elders (v.
15), rulers (v. 24) and every common person (Lev. 1: 4; 3:
2,8, 13;4:29, 33) were to lay hands on their sacrifices.

The laying on of hands was important in the consecra-
tion of priests (Exod. 29: 10, 15, 19; Lev. 8: 14, 18, 22,
27, 28). This practice, being a part of the Old Covenant,
was annulled at the cross and was not to be laid again,
but rather forsaken.

Resurrection of the dead. This fact is taught in the
Old Testament (Job 19: 25-27; Dan. 12: 2; Psa. 17: 15).
It was commonly believed by all Jews (Acts 24: 14-15; 26:
6-8), except the Sadducees (Acts 23: 6-8). Jesus
enlarged upon this doctrine and brought life and
immortality to light (2 Tim. 1: 10).

Eternal judgment. The final judgment was known
back in the Old Testament era (Jude 14-15; Mai. 3: 16;
Dan. 12: 1-2). Adam Clarke commented, "The doctrines
also of the resurrection of the dead and of eternal
judgment were both Jewish, but were only partially
revealed and then referred to the gospel. "

When the author of Hebrews says we are to "leave" or
"abandon" these things, it is not the understanding of
them that is to be disregarded, but rather an attachment
to the Mosaical economy as an ongoing religion.

Many hold the view that "the principles of the doctrine
of Christ" in Heb. 6: 1-2 are the basics of the gospel and
that the six elements enumerated are New Testament
fundamentals rather than Mosaical. They could be right,
but it seems to me the context, as well as some of the six
elements, favor the preceding position that is espoused.
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Frank Himmel
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Palmetto, Florida 33561

"PLAY IT SAFE"

Job was blameless, upright, fearing God, and turning
away from evil. God classed him with Noah and Daniel
as models of righteousness (Eze. 14: 14). James calls
attention to his exemplary patience (Jas. 5: 11).
Surely there is much we can learn from this great
{)_atr(iiarch. Focus with me on one principle by which he
ived.

Job had seven sons. "And his sons used to go and hold
a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they
would send and invite their three sisters to eat with
them. And it came about, when the days of feasting had
completed their cycle, that Job would send and conse-
crate them, rising up early in the morning and offering
burnt offerings according to the number of them all; for
Job said, 'Perhaps my sons have sinned and cursed God
ir; their hearts. ' Thus Job did continually" (Job 1: 4,
5).

The regularity of these feasts is uncertain. Some
think "on his day" implies that the sons took turns every
day hosting these feasts, thus making this a weekly
cycle. Since "his day" in chapter three refers to Job's
birthday, others think these were birthday celebrations.
Be that as it may, when the feasting was over, Job, in
keeping with the priestly function of a father under the
patriarchal era, offered burnt offerings on behalf of his
sons. He did not know that they had done wrong, but
sacrificed "just in case." And here is our principle: Job
played it safe where God is concerned.

Displeasing God is too great a matter to take chances
with. The stakes are eternal. God has plainly revealed
what he expects of us. Yet in our applications of His will
to our lives, we sometimes prefer going out on a limb to
playing it safe.

Some want to do things that do not have God's
expressed approval. They reason, "God did not say not
to." No, but He did not say to, either, which means you
are risking His displeasure by going ahead. The very
purpose of revelation is so that we can know the mind of
God instead of acting by supposition (1 Cor. 2: 9-13).
That revelation warns us against going beyond what 1s
written (1 Cor. 4: 6). Still, many are willing to take
chances with God's word. Some insist on substituting for
what God has specified. Others categorize their pet
projects as good works, with which they cannot imagine
God will be displeased. I fear that some brethren are
basing their views on divorce and remarriage on specu-
lative inferences stead of plain statements of Scripture.
Job teaches us better. His example says play it safe
where God is concerned.

Playing it safe prohibits us from seeing how close to
sin we can get without crossing over. All of us must draw
the line between right and wrong. God sometimes tells
us exactly where to mark it. On other matters He gives
us principles which we must apply. In such cases it is a
good idea to draw your line with a margin for safety.
That means we will reject, not accept, marginal lan-
guage, clothing whose modesty is doubtful, and ques-
tionable forms of recreation. If in doubt, don't do it. Play
it safe. Instead of seeing how close to sin you can get,
"abhor what is evil; cling to what is good" (Rom. 12: 9b).

Now reverse that application. Christians who are
always concerned about minimum requirements —
"How many services must I attend?" "How much do I
have to give?" — have surely not yet discovered the joy
of serving the Lord. Nor have they learned Job's prin-
ciple of playing it safe. Only the most ardent risk-taker
would want to stand in judgment having aimed no
higher than the least he could get by with.

No one needs to learn Job's principle of playing it safe
any more than the individual who is putting off obeying
the gospel. Perhaps you, like Felix, are looking for that

"convenient season." Friend, it will not come. There is no
easy time to repent. Meanwhile, you are taking a great
chance in assuming you will have future opportunities.
Life is "a vapor that appears for a little while and then
vanishes away" (Jas. 4: 14). You do not know the time of
the Lord's coming. Besides, there is the danger that as
you grow older the hardness which prevents you from
obeying now will stiffen, causing you to lose all interest
(Ecc. 12: 1). Now is the day of salvation.
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SMOKING

Is there anything wrong with smoking? While most
would agree that is it a bad thing, can we really say it is
a sin? It 1s not uncommon to see women, as well as men,
smoking. In fact, there are a number of men and women
who claim to be Christians who smoke.

In the last few years, the American people have
developed a greater health consciousness. Conse-
quently, many have quit smoking. Restrictions have
been established for smoking in public.

Our real concern in this article is to see that smoking
is a sin.

ItisHarmful to the Body

1 Smoking harms the body. Quotes could be
compounded that establish that smoking harms the
body. However, just a few will suffice here.

The British Royal College Of Physicians stated,
"cigarette smoking is now as important a cause of death
as the great past epidemics of typhoid, cholera and
tuberculosis. "

The Harvard Medical School Health Letter (Vol. 111,
No. 6, April 1978) speaking of lung cancer said, "The
good news is that we know the cause of at least 80% of
the cases of this leading cancer killer — cigarettes. "

The American Lung Association said, "Cigarette
smoking is a major cause of emphysema, chronic bron-
chitis, lung cancer, heart disease... Just one cigarette
speeds up your heart beat, increases your blood pres-
sure, upsets the flow of blood and air in your lungs,
causes a drop in the skin temperature of your fingers
and toes.

2. It isa sin to deliberately harm the body.
Smoking is wrong for the same reason "doing" drugs is
wrong — it damages the body.

While in a context of speaking of the sin of fornication,
Paul addressed the problem of the abuse of the body and
whether it is our body to do with what we want anyway.
"What? know ye know that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye
are not your own? For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body and your spirit, which
are God's (1 Cor. 6: 19-20).

It is Addictive and Enslaves The User
1. Smoking is addictive. The smokers themselves
supply the evidence of this point. When a smoker says,
"I've tried, but I can't quit." he is admitting that he is
addicted. Sometimes one does not realize how addicted
he is until he quits. When one can't go thirty minutes

without a cigarette, he no doubt is hooked on smoking.

2. Addiction isa sn. Smoking is not wrong because
it is habit. There are many habits that we have devel-
oped that are not sin. Even bad habits are not necessar-
ily sin. Smoking is wrong because it is addicting.

Paul wrote, "All things are lawful unto me, but all
things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me,
but I will not be brought under the power of any" (1 Cor.
6: 12). Weymouth's translation says, "... to nothing
will I become enslaved. "

Addiction violates the principle of temperance (self-
control). It is a command of God to develop temperance
and continue to grow in it (2 Pet. 1: 5-10). When a man (or
woman) can't sever himself from his cigarette, he does
not have the self-control God requires.

It Affects Other People

Smoking not only affects the one who is smoking, but
it is also irritating and harmful to those who are around.
Reports now suggest that the smoke coming off the
burning end of the cigarette is just as harmful (if not
more so) than the smoke inhaled by the smoker.

The family of the person who smokes has to con-
stantly breathe his smoke. Little children raised in this
cloud of smoke have to inhale poisoned air.

There are others affected as well. The smell of ciga-
rette smoke gets into the clothes, hair, car and house of
those with whom we come in contact.

I can testify of the aggravation caused by those who
smoke. A few years ago I was having some voice prob-
lems. So, I thought it would be helpful to attend a
seminar on voice care at one of the universities in
Louisville. During a break, I stepped out into a small
foyer (that was filled with the smoke from one smoker
sitting in the corner) to call my wife. I was only in the
foyer for two minutes or less. However, before I could get
out the smoke had caused me to lose my voice. It was
ironic that that was the very thing I was trying to learn
how to prevent.

Jesus taught us to care more for others than that. He
said, "Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is
the law and the prophets" (Matt. 7-12). Paul said, "Look
not every man on his own things, but every man also on
the things of others" (Phil. 2: 4).

If you don't care about your own body, please take
others into consideration. _

You Can Quit

We have established that smoking is a sin. Since that
is true, then we conclude that quitting is not impossible.
You can do it. You must first admit that it is wrong.
Then, you must determine to quit.

(This author has a tract entitled "Smoking" published
by Faith and Facts Press. It is available through Reli-
gious Supply Center. )
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*  HE WORID I8 IN TROUBLE!  *
= DONT FORGET TO PRAY!
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THE FIRST AND GREAT COMMANDMENT
" Jesus said to him, 'You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind. ' Thisisthe first and great
commandment. And the second is like it: "You
shall love your neighbor as yoursdf. ' On these
two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets” (Matt. 22: 37-40).

The priority that Jesus gives the first commandment
indicates that the mission of Christ and His cause is a
spiritual one (Matt. 1: 21; 20: 28; Luke 19: 10). Jesus
did not come to start a denomination or a revolution; He
did not leave heaven to promote the social status of men.
He did not directly intrude into the problems of
poverty, government, international affairs, economic
questions, or secular education. It is a fact that
requires little argumentation that His ministry was
primarily concerned with people's spiritual welfare and
eternal salvation.

When one fellow called on the Lord to settle a dispute
over an inheritance, Jesus said, "Man, who made Me¢ a
judge or an arbitrator over you?" He then proceeded to
warn against covetousness (Luke 12: 13-15).

The social gospel is based upon a reversal of the two
great laws that Jesus referred to in the above text. Men
have inverted the order. They have made the body more
important than the soul. Having done this, they have
exchanged the gospel of Christ for a gospel that has as
its goal social improvement rather than salvation. They
have promoted a gospel that treats the symptoms of the
disease rather than the disease itself. As news analysis,
Paul Harvey, has commented, "Jesus never seemed to
be concerned about getting people out of the slums. But
He walked the squalid streets day by day trying to get
the slums out of the people." The fact is, if we can get the
slums out of the people, they'll clean up their slums.

The source of the social gospel is that men no longer
believe in the authority of the Bible, or in God, or in the
soul. They believe that the greatest good they can
accomplish is to provide people with a better life now.

Perhaps we need to emphasize that man's first duty
is to God, and his second duty is to man. Here are some
applications of the principle that I invite the readers to
consider.

~Some of God's requirements are strictly reli-
giousin nature. They pertain solely to the God - man
relationship. Such is true of the first four of the Ten
Commandments (Exodus 20). The commands to have no
other gods; to make no graven image; to not take the

name of God in vain; and to keep the Sabbath holy were
religious laws. Many other laws in the Old Testament so
far as the sacrifices, festivals, foods, and other matters
were religious requirements. When the Jew under the
law of Moses transgressed such laws, he sinned directly
against God. Except for the rehglous influence he may
have had on his family or neighbors, his sin was not
against man. He could have been a good person socially;
a good parent, neighbor, husband, employer; and broken
all those laws.

This principle is true today. There are many require-
ments in the New Testament which are strictly reli-
gious. To believe in God and Christ, to repent, be bap-
tized; to sing praises, take the Lord's supper, contribute
to the church's work, assemble; all of these pertain to our
vertical relationship with God. Many violate all such
laws and are considered good men in the social and
moral sense. They may be accommodating neighbors,
loving parents, and productive citizens. They are just
not interested in religion, or maybe they just have their
own ideas about religion.

Other requirements are social or moral in
nature. Many of God's commands and doctrines pertain
to the horizontal man to man relationship. These, of
course, also involve our relationship with God since this
is part of His divine will. The last six of the Ten Com-
mandments fall into this category: to honor parents;
refrain from murder; adultery; theft; perjury' and covet-
ousness; all of these are in the realm of our relationship
with our fellowmen.

Such remains true under the new covenant, for these
and other moral requirements are legislated therein.
When one breaks these laws, he sins not only against
God, but against his neighbor. Governments have civil
laws that concern these kinds of matters. If one is a
transgressor of the social—moral laws, he is not usually
considered a good man in the community.

Put the emphasis where the Lord put it. Both of
these classes of laws are essential, but let's not lose sight
of where Jesus placed the emphasis. He said the first
and great commandment is to love God. Men tend to give
priority to those laws that are social in nature. If one
does not kill, steal, and carouse with other men's wives,
he's a fine fellow. But in reality, if he has not submitted
to the Lord and the gospel, he has not obeyed the first
and great commandment.

It may be that the command to love God is called the
first and great commandment because it really includes
the second: to love neighbor as self. 1 John 5: 3 teaches us
that the love of God is to keep His commandments. This
would include both categories of His commandments.
We are advised in 1 John 4: 20, 21 that it is not
possible to love God if we do not love our brother.

When one is guilty of not helping a brother in need; or
of backbiting and whispering about a brother; or of being

jealous, envious, or bitter; the real problem is this: Such

a one does not love God!

Some applications: We must conclude that one
cannot obey the religious requirements, but ignore the
moral-social requirements, and be acceptable to God.
Jesus described those who were very scrupulous over
religious laws, but tried to circumvent their social obli-



Page 12

gations to their parents, as hypocrites (Mark 7: 6-13).

But, by the same token, if one keeps the moral laws,
but ignores the religious responsibilities, he is not right
either. The same God that gave the one gave the other.
Both are essential. Just being a good moral person is not
sufficient to save a person.

A recognition of the order of priorities in our text
would solve many problems relative to institutionalism
and the work of the church. On the one hand, the
church, as well as the individual Christian, has certain
benevolent responsibilities. These would fall into the
social or moral classification. On the other hand, God
has revealed a divine pattern regarding the organiza-
tion and work of the church. Such is religious in nature.
Some have voiced the opinion that we need to get the
benevolent work done and not worry about the N. T.
pattern. It appears that the emphasis is being mis-
placed.

Of course the basic error here is the assumption that
we must ignore one thing or the other. Some of us
wonder why we cannot do God's work in God's way!

Many further applications could be drawn. But the
central lesson in all this is that we need to be concerned
about keeping all the laws of God, both the religious and
the moral.

S O
SIMPLICITY a
IN
CHRIST

P. 9. Casebolt

Rt 1 Box 210
Middiebourne, WV 26149

DOCTRINAL WEATHER PATTERNS

Those whose lives are affected by the weather have
learned to recognize the weather patterns in their
particular geographic area. And, while the Bible is not
a textbook on meteorology, there are some references to
weather patterns within its pages. Jesus recognized
such patterns with respect to the sky (Mt. 16: 1, 2), and
Solomon wrote about patterns for the wind (Eccl. 1: 6).

The apostle Paul says that the organizational struc-
ture/mission of the church is designed to protect us
against "every wind of doctrine" (Eph. 4: 11-14), and this
would certainly include that "wind of doctrine" which
tells us there 1s no church, no organization, no work,
and no mission.

But patterns have a way of establishing themselves
for good or for bad, in spite of those who claim there are
no patterns. Even those who scoff at the idea of Bible
patterns find themselves following a pattern in their
efforts to minimize the truth and maximize their false
winds of doctrine. And, while the Bible gives abundant
warnings and descriptions pertaining to those who ini-

tiate or fan the winds of false doctrine, we can also turn
to history and our own experiences to verify such pat-
terns.

In the early 1950's, two preachers in the Ohio Valley
entered the first stages of this doctrinal weather pattern
with regards to the terms "church" and "kingdom." While
some Baptists and Jehovah's Witnesses had made such
a distinction earlier, and at least one other preacher had
held a similar position, the winds of this particular
theory had not caused much of a rustle in the church.

Of course, there had been a distinction made between
the church and the kingdom by various proponents of the
pre-millennial theory, but this new wind was blowing a
different tune.

This new twist to the church/kingdom distinction
advocation that the church was established during the
personal ministry of Christ, the kingdom came on the
Day of Pentecost, and that Jesus returned the second
time in A. D. 70 at the destruction of Jerusalem.

The first step in the pattern was to teach this new
doctrine privately, because one of the champions of this
theory admitted that brethren were not yet well edu-
cated enough to be taught publicly. But, when some of us
began to warn of this new "wind of doctrine," we were
accused of misrepresenting those who were men of con-
siderable influence and reputation among the brethren.

Gradually, as the brethren became more "educated"
by private tutoring, the winds became stronger and more
public, until the champions of this doctrine caused open
schism in the body of Christ, established and nurtured
their own congregations, held at least one public debate,
and published a book detailing their dangerous and
"damnable heresies" (cf. 2 Pet. 2: 1-3).

These doctrinal weather patterns became even more
evident in the Ed Fudge/Carl Ketcherside connection of
the 1970's, mainly because the scope and influence of the
controversy and its participants were greater. Besides
the main characters on the stage at this time, there were
several younger preachers in the wings, in the front row,
or as one portrayed himself, on a journey toward Jesus.

The same doctrinal weather patterns began to
emerge. First, there was the private indoctrination, little
trial balloons sent up in sermons or articles, or cunningly
devised questions which accomplished the same purpose
as a statement, yet could not be used as evidence that
somebody was teaching something.

Then, as concerned brethren began to raise storm
warnings, there were the usual claims and charges of
misunderstanding, poorly-worded positions, character
assassination, and even crucifixion. One defender of
those in or loitering around the Ketcherside camp even
admitted that one of the central figures in the contro-
versy was "nebulous" in describing his position, but still
accused others of either misunderstanding or misrepre-
senting his position.

"Herein is a marvelous thing"—some of these breth-
ren had college degrees, and some had done graduate
work, but were supposedly incapable of stating their
position clearly enough to avoid being misunderstood.
Any of us may make an off-hand statement or reference
in passing that could stand some further clarification or
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editing, but when an otherwise capable writer or
speaker addresses a particular subject of his own
choosing, and still can't express himself clearly enough
to be understood, there is something wrong, and the
fault doesn't lie with the hearer or the reader. That
person either doesn't want to be understood clearly, or
else needs to go back and take a basic course in plain
English.

Another "wind of doctrine” is blowing over the broth-
erhood and it surely sounds like somebody is question-
ing the deity/divinity of Christ while he was upon
earth. Again, there are the plain statements that no
one could misunderstand, nebulous statements that
could mean anything (or nothing), and inferences and
questions that are left for the reader to answer or
decide. Then come the denials or claims of misunder-
standing and misrepresentation and other pieces of
the doctrinal weather pattern.

The philosophy of those who want to advocate some
new thing or resurrect some old denominational doc-
trine seems to be: throw your hat in the door, sample
the waters of brotherhood reaction, send up a trial
balloon, then advance or retreat depending on the
nature of the opposition.

I have purposely omitted names with regard to the
church/kingdom controversy of the 1950's, because
that particular incident was more localized, and has
about run its course as far as influence is concerned (I
hope). There was no question about what Carl Ketch-
erside advocated in the 1970's, though his earlier
positions were couched in the same ambiguity as other
winds of false doctrine. Some of his converts were not
as forthright as their teacher, and still aren't.

But these more recent winds blowing strange things
about divorce/remarriage and the deity of Christ have
not yet reached their full gale force, and some brethren
had better take a second look at where they are in this
doctrinal weather pattern before they make shipwreck
concerning the faith.

We would not leave the impression that everyone
who becomes entangled in such patterns fits the
"sleight of men and cunning craftiness" label of Ephe-
sians 4: 14. Sometimes a position forces us to follow a
particular pattern which we would not intentionally
embrace under more rational circumstances.

And, it is possible to be caught up in an "I am of Paul;
and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas" situation (1 Cor. 1:
12), "be puffed up for one against another" (1 Cor. 4:
6), or be led away by the dissimulation of those who
do fall into such errors (Gal. 2: 13).

At any rate, we need to examine ourselves (2 Cor.
13: 5), and make certain that we are following a
pattern that originates from spiritual Mt. Sinai (cf.
Heb. 8: 5), and not a pattern which finds its origins in
"every wind of doctrine. "
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WHERE JOHN LENNONMISSED IT

On October 9, Yoko Ono spoke before the United
Nations and a recording of John Lennon's IMAGINE was
broadcast to 130 countries over 1000 radio stations to
over 1 billion people. The Armed Forces network beamed
it to 80 more countries. While one may admire Lennon's
ability, right-thinking people must disdain his atheistic
communism. Tom Brokaw (of NBC) told us that Lennon
began his rebellion against authority when he was 10
years old. The peace he longed for will never come through
the philosophy he advocated.

"IMAGINE There's No Heaven, It's easy if you try."
Lennon wanted us to believe Jesus was lying by promis-
ing us heaven. This would mean Jesus was not the son of
God. Jesus taught us to live morally and righteously that
we might spend eternity in the place he has gone to
prepare and where he now reigns (Jn. 14: 1-3).

"No Hell Below Us, Above us only sky." As an act of
friendship, Jesus warned us against hell. "And I say unto
you my friends,... fear him who is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell" (Lk. 12: 4, 5: Mt. 10: 28). Not
many believe in hell because it hampers their lifestyle.
Lennon taught and practiced self-indulgence. Jesus
taught self-denial and called us to a higher and nobler
life of faith in Jehovah God who holds the future. If
Jesus was right about hell then Lennon was no friend
to man.

"IMAGINE All The People, Living for today." Charles
Smith, former president of the American Association for
the Advancement of Atheism (4A Society) said, "happi-
ness here and now should be the motive of our conduct."
Neither Smith nor Lennon believed in a hereafter — no
heaven or hell. Just do what will make you happy NOW.
For over two decades a large segment of society has been
doing that. And when we look at the AIDS plague, other
epidemics of VD, the abortions, unwanted and unloved
children, drug addicts, suicides, etc., we are caused to ask,
"Are we having fun yet?"

"IMAGINE... No religion too." Eliminating Jesus and
his teaching about heaven and hell does not eliminate
religion. It exchanges one religion for another. From a
religion of self-denial to a religion of self-indulgence.
Lennon's religion of self-indulgence makes self into a god.
Ill“he worship of self is the most corrupt religion a man can

ave.

"IMAGINE All The People, Living life in peace." If you
can imagine this from a life of self-indulgence you have



Page 14

too big an imagination. Lennon admitted advocating
drug use (self-indulgence) in some of his songs. The drug
culture has brought us anything but peace. We have
seen its blight on America's most precious natural re-
source — her youth. It has ruined the health of many. It
has caused many to turn to a life of crime, prostitution,
etc. It has caused some to turn away from life to suicide.
Lennon suffered the consequences of his own philoso-
phy. One of his fans, who was a drug user, shot and
killed the rock star. And if there is no God, who can say
he did wrong?

Christians deplore both the crime and the philosophy
that led to it (no God, self-indulgence).

IMAGINE No Possessions... People sharing all the
world." Christians of the first century shared their
possessions with their brethren by choice, out of love, as
Jesus taught (Acts 2: 44, 45; 4: 32; Jn. 13: 34, 35).
But Communism tried to force people to work
according to their ability and receive according to
their needs (no choice, without love). The work ethic
was destroyed and many now live in poverty.

It would help if the multi-millionaires like Lennon
and many other advocates of this philosophy would lead
the way instead of pointing the way. Lennon, Jane
Fonda, etc. retained their millions while making a token
contribution now and then. Communist leaders lived
lives of luxury while the people starved. They want
everyone else to give up their possessions but they
haven't shown us how it's done.

"You May Say I'm A Dreamer..." Yes, because what
Lennon dreamed (communism) became a nightmare
that didn't work. Atheistic communism is not the an-
swer to man's plight. The reason we could never have the
peace of which Lennon (Lenin?) dreamed is because he

eliminated the Prince of Peace who gave us the highest
moral principles ever known to man. It is not because
Christianity was tried and found difficult, but because
it was found difficult and not tried. The fact that the
cooperation of the U. N, all the radio and TV stations
and 210 countries could be brought together should tell
us that there are many who are still dreaming of commu-
nism.

Almost everyone can identify with John Lennon's
longing to 'live to peace" when "the world will be as one."
Can we not see where Lennon and others have gone
wrong? It isn't hard to Imagine.
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GEORGIA DEAN COPE

GEORGIA DEAN COPE, beloved wife of James R. Cope, completed
her earthly journey on December 3. Funeral services were conducted
on December 6 at Hutchinson Auditorium on the campus of Florida
College with Bob Owen, Colly Caldwell and Earl Kimbrough conduct-
ing services. She was a gracious lady who loved the Lord, her husband
and children and the people of God. She was a personal blessing to the
life of this editor. The Copes have unselfishly given of themselves all
their lives to help other people. Young people they influenced for good
are now scattered over the globe. Our hearts go out to brother Cope in
his loss, and yet we rejoice for her that she is at rest from the illness
she suffered. You may reach James R. Cope at 301 Greencastle,
Temple Terrace, FL 33617.

WILLIAM C. SEXTON, 4400 N. W. Gleason, Kansas City, MO
64151—COctober 14, 1990 was an historic day for the Roan Ridge

congregation in Kansas City. Three men (Ray Harris, Bill Sexton and
Kenneth Young) were appointed to serve as elders of the congregation.
April 16 was a critical day in my life. I had open heart surgery, had 4
by-passes and spent 21 days in the hospital. I am now doing fine.
Thanks for all the prayers, cards, letters and phone calls brethren. In
a few weeks [ was back in the pulpit and able to resume my usual
work. The bill exceeded $70, 000. In the last three years my insurance
company has paid out about $170, 000 on hospital and doctor bills. I
would suggest to any preacher who is tempted to get along without
hospitalization that you think again.

I'm in my 6th year with Roan Ridge. Bill Crews was here in a good
meeting in June. When in Kansas City, worship with us.

EDGAR J. DYE, 800 Green Oak Lane, Pine Bluff, AR 71602—
Contrary to persistent public rumor I have NOT retired, am NOT
retired and DO NOT—repeat, DO NOT—plan to retire. I have
changed my primary place of labor, but have NOT retired. After a
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total of 18 years labor with the brethren in Pine Bluff, 4 years with the
6th Ave. church and 14 years with the W. 28th Ave. church, I am now
laboring with the church at Grady, Arkansas about 20 miles southeast
of Pine Bluff on Highway 65 South. I will continue to live in Pine Bluff
at the above address while working full time with the brethren in
Grady.

JACK GILLILAND, San Bernardino, CA—We moved from Taft,
Texas to begin work December 1 with the Mt. View church in San
Bernardino, CA.

NORMAN E. Webb, 3402 Reign St., Melbourne, FL 32934—The
Eau Gallie congregation in Melbourne has recently completed a new
auditorium that will seat about 225. This has been planned several
years and we are thankful to see it realized. [ have been working with
the church here for 2 years. We have been blessed with 20 baptisms
and several have placed membership with us. Attendance is about
100. The Melbourne/Palm Bay area is growing rapidly. We invite
anyone visiting this area to meet with us.

WILLIAM O'NEAL, Route 7, Box 26, Russell Springs, KY
42642— Dorval McClister will begin work with the church at
Jamestown, Kentucky on January 1, 1991. He has been with the
Burbank, Illinois congregation for the past 21 years. Since he was
born and reared in Adair County, KY, it is like coming home to him
and his wife, Jean. Everyone in the Jamestown congregation is so
happy about his accepting work here.

BOB L. ROSS (Baptist), P. O. Box 66, Pasadena, TX 77501— I
note the passing of A. C. GRIDER in the October issue (page 232). |
first met Bro. Grider in Annandale, Virginia in 1973 where [ was in
a debate with Floyd Chappelear. As I had no one to serve as my
moderator, I proposed that Bro. Grider, who was to serve for Floyd,
was also acceptable to me and could serve as the mutual moderator,
which he did. I called only one point of order during the debate,
regarding a chart which was "new material" in a last speech of the
evening, and Bro. Grider upheld my point, even though we were
divided over the issues in debate. I developed an immediate fondness
for him, and it seemed to me that he took a liking to me. Since our first
meeting, we have had a few letters between us, and I have always
enjoyed his correspondence. He once invited me to come and debate
with him for a month! Despite our differences, I could not help but like
him, and I am sure he will be missed by all who knew him.

JIM DEASON, Rt. 1, Box 153, Culleoka, TN 38451—In October I
was in a meeting at Carriage Dr. in Beckley, WV where Weldon
Warnock is doing a fine work. One was baptized. Then, I went to
Pound, VA for my sixth meeting there where Leonard Salyers has
done such good work for some 13 years. One was baptized here.
Health problems have slowed him down some the last two years, but
the fruit of his labor can be seen everywhere.

ROBERT BOLTON, 504 Goodwin Dr., Richardson, TX 75081—
After working with the College Park church for almost 17 years, by
mutual agreement with the elders, I am restructuring my work as a
gospel preacher. As many of you know, for several years I have been
attempting to persuade the brethren to get another preacher. As a
result, it has been decided to engage some mature man to take up the
work of a local preacher here. I will continue to be fully supported and
financially underwritten by College Park, but will be relieved of the
burdens of local work. Thus, I will be free to increase my schedule of
gospel meetings, especially with smaller churches that might be
financially restricted. Also, I will be available for Sunday appoint-
ment preaching in the immediate area of North Central Texas.
Brethren, I do not desire to retire, but simply to rearrange my work
in the kingdom of God. My hope is that I will be able to conduct ten to
twelve meetings a year as well as do a good deal of appointment
preaching where needed. Should any congregation, anywhere, desire
my service in such an endeavor, I would be most delighted to hear from
them as soon as possible, that I might complete my schedule for the
next three years. [ may be contacted at the above address or phone
(214) 234-0296.

W.BRADENTON CHURCH RE-LOCATES

The church which has met at West Bradenton, Florida since 1911,
has sold the property at 161910th Ave. W. On September 2, 1990 we
began meeting in a meeting room at DAYS INN MOTEL, 15061st St.
W. (Hwy. 41) in Bradenton. Services are at 9 and 10 A. M. and 5 P.
M. on Sundays and 7: 30 on Wednesdays. All correspondence should
be addressed to: Bradenton Church of Christ, P. O. Box 10932,
Braden-ton, FL 34282. Phone (813) 746-0305. We plan to re-locate at
another site as soon as possible.

A. A. GRANKE, JR, 1 Cherokee St., Sumter, SC 29150—As soon as
support can be arranged, my wife, Cindy, and I plan to move to
Millsboro, Delaware where I will do the work of an evangelist.
Millsboro is situated near the center of Delmarva peninsula, between
the Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Ocean. To our knowledge the
saints there comprise the only faithful church on the entire 190-mile
long peninsula. The nearest sound churches are more than 100 miles
away in Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington, D. C. areas. The
church began in 1987 with the family of Tim and Connie Fannin. Four
adults they have taught have recently obeyed the gospel and they are
studying with others. I am 46 years old and have been preaching since
1970. Personal evangelism is the kind of work to which I am best
suited. I was born and reared in Delaware and I know the people of
that area. I will be glad to put churches which are interested in helping
support me in contact with congregations which have supported my
work in South Carolina and with other references. My phone number
is (803) 773-0828.

FRED A. SHEWMAKER, 1101 S. W. Dorchester St., Fort St. Lucie,
FL 34983—Since our last report on the work in Fort Pierce, Florida,
there have been several significant developments. We have converted
a garage into three nice class rooms. We remodeled the assembly area,
installed a baptistery, tore out the restrooms and built new, larger
ones. In January the church assumed support which two other
churches had supplied for the preacher, and plan in Jan, 1991 to
assume that supplied by two other congregations and a part of that
supplied by the remaining supporting church. We have had 11
baptisms, one restored and 10 have been identified with us. We now
publish a bulletin, "The Fortifier." Grover Stevens and Eugene Ford
were here in meeting in 1990. Hoyt H. Houchen will be here Feb. 10-
15, 1991 for a gospel meeting. If you are thinking of moving to Florida,
or visiting this state, we invite you to consider the Treasure Coast and
the Fort Pierce Church.

GLENDON MCCLURE, P. O. Box 1413, Antioch, CA 94509—Bobby
Witherington, now of Panama City, Florida was recently with us in a
gospel meeting. We continue to struggle because our number is small,
but we press on. We wish to issue a plea to "come over to" Antioch, CA
and help us. We would like to interest Christians to come here who
love, live and teach the truth; those who oppose worldly living and
false doctrine, including false teaching on divorce and remarriage. We
need people who are grounded and settled, who will not forsake the
assembling and who can be depended on. We need people who love the
lost. If you are that kind of Christian, then "COME OVER AND HELP
us."

PREACHER NEEDED

CAMERON, OHIO—The church here is secking a full time
preacher. Cameron is located about 15 miles from New Martinsville,
West Virginia and about the same distance from Woodsfield, Ohio.
The average attendance is about 40 people. Outside support will
be required. We can offer $600 per month support. Contact: Bill
Gorrell, P. O. Box 67, Woodsfield, OH 43793 or call (614) 472-5141.

ROCK SPRINGS, WYOMING—The church which meets at 90
Second St., Rock Springs, WY 82901, is in need of a fulltime preacher
of the gospel. There are about 50 in attendance on Sunday mornings.
The editor of STS preached there recently and was impressed with the
potential for good. Rock Springs is a town of about 12, 000 located on
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1-80 in the southern part of Wyoming. Some outside support would be
needed. Those interested may contact Al Hasley, 525 Wilkes Dr.,
Green River, WY 82935. Phone (307) 875-6669.

FROM AROUND THE WORLD

NORWAY —The church in Bergen has bought a building in which to
meet. They will have the first floor of a building at Steinkjellergate 9.
This is located one block from the famous "Bryggen" (harbor front). It
is near several of the large hotels. Though the structure is 150 years
old, it has recently undergone complete renovation. They could use
some help from individuals in the purchasing of some equipment
(tables, lighting, chairs for assembly area and classrooms, table for
the Lord's Supper). They will be able to meet the payments from their
own contributions. Write to: Terrell Bunting, Bronndalen 89, 5071
Loddefjord, Norway.

AROUND EUROPE—STEVE WALLACE of Ramstein, Germany
reports on recent trips to various places to preach and encourage the
brethren. He has made two trips to Budapest, one alone and one with
Denny Diehl of Elgin, IL. Two were baptized and many Bibles and
pieces of literature were handed out. Lynn Trapp from Crane, Texas
spent about 3 weeks in Budapest in July. During that time he baptized
15 people. Derek Chambers and Harry Rice plan to go there in
October. Denny Diehl and Steve Wallace also stopped in Prague,
Czechoslovakia to gather information for brethren planning to move
there. They handed out literature. The Czechs swarmed around the
table until every piece of literature was gone. John Iguma, one of the
original converts in Budapest, has now moved to Vienna, Austria and
has already baptized 3 there. Derek and Harry also plan to visit there.
Tom Earp, Jeff Young and Bill Bynum are now in Prague. As soon as
they can find housing, their families will join them.

INDIA REPORT

JOHN HUMPHRIES, 8705 Wooded Glen Road, Louisville, KY
40220—Jerry Parks and I completed safely around trip to India for the
purpose of preaching and teaching the gospel of Christ. We were gone
about six weeks in September and October. We had Bible classes for
preachers and any others who wanted to attend at several locations
in various districts in the state of Andhra Pradesh, South India. We
presented various lessons on authority, the church and its work,
apostacy and history of the church, the plan of salvation, etc. We had
prepared workbooks that we handed out to the brethren who attended
the classes. We also did a lot of preaching in many villages meeting
with many of the churches to encourage the members.

As you may remember, this past summer Andhra Pradesh had a
severe storm that destroyed many villages and killed several thou-
sand people. It was what we would call a hurricane with 150 mile per
hour winds. This storm hit the Krishna Delta where many of our
brethren live. They were devastated. Homes were blown away. Crops
and animals were destroyed. Many of them lost everything. A number
of them were killed. After the storm, because of the water problems
and dead animals, various diseases spread. Malaria, choleras,
typhoid and other medical problems caused heavy loss of life.

The response of brethren here was heart-warming. Several thou-
sand dollars in help to the needy saints was sent and also carried by
us to the suffering brethren in India. Money was given for food,
clothing, shelter and medicine. We have pictures of many of the places
and brethren who were helped. We were able to purchase Bibles for
many who lost theirs.

We also had 8 tracts, written by several of us who go to India,
printed in the Telegu language. We printed 10, 000 copies of each tract.
The Taylorsville Road church (Louisville, KY) made most of that
possible. Also, some song books in Telegu were printed. Pekin and
Silver St. In New Albany (Indiana) had sent money to pay for tracts
and song books.

Jerry and I watered where Indian preachers had planted. We
baptized 54. These has been taught by Indian brethren and were
ready to respond to the gospel.

India is in great difficulty right now as a nation. There is religious
conflict over a "sacred" temple site presently occupied by a Moslem
Mosque. The Hindus want the property back in order to build a temple
there and the Moslems are threatening "Holy war" if the Hindus try

to build there. It has resulted in much bloodshed over the past year
and a half and no end is in sight. Conflict over jobs based on quotas
instead of merit has led to riots and bloodshed. Hyderabad (where we
were) was shut down for days at a time. Buses did not run, stores did
not open, and schools closed down because of the violence.

I will not go into other problems, but just wanted all to realize that
we were not making a pleasure trip. [ had a close call one night when
preaching in a suburb of Secunderabad. Some Hindus were objecting
to the Christians meeting there and came with knives and clubs to
stop the meeting. Several brethren were beaten and the brethren
rushed me away from the place (Acts 17: 13, 14).

Though Jerry and I split up to cover more places, we still were not
able to visit all the brethren. I have been going to India for the past 14
years and see many new churches as a result of the gospel work. I am
planning to return to India next fall.

ITALY—Francesco Fosci of Latina reports three baptisms there in
October. He also has started a new radio program on Sunday morn-
ings.

Sandro Corazza of Rome is losing a sizable amount of support
which places him and the work at Via Sannio in a precarious situation.
Several years ago this brother gave up a good job, took his retirement
funds and purchased a small print shop to use in preparing and
printing material in Italian to help further the work. He is now 66
years old and past the time when he could find other employment. His
wife has had serious physical problems.

Also, Stefano Corazza, who works with Roberto Tondelli in estab-
lishing a new work in another section of Rome, has lost a large amount
of support. All of the men there face difficulties because of the
fluctuations in the value of the dollar in the foreign exchange.

SPAIN—Efrain Perez has just started the second year of a preacher
training program at the Badalona congregation (Barcelona). Atten-
dance recently has averaged 42 with a high of 55 in services. Two more
have been baptized and one restored.

VENEZUELA AND COLUMBIA, SOUTH AMERICA—Carlos
Capelli of Buenos Aires, Argentina reports on a preaching trip to
Venezuela and Columbia during which four were baptized and one
restored. He says the brethren in Venezuela need Bible literature in
Spanish. Ruben C. Amador of Houston, Texas was with the churches
at Jose C. Paz and Boulogne in Argentina for gospel meetings in
October. Much good was done.

Ruben C. Amador makes this comment about false reports on the
work in Venezuela. "Since beginning our work in Venezuela through
the invitation of the sound church in Barinas, distorted reports have
come from the liberal camp. A much circulated paper, THE LATIN
AMERICAN CRIER, published monthly by the Western Christian
Foundation, Inc. in Wichita Falls, Texas, contains a monthly report
written by Bob Brown, missionary in Venezuela. Every other report
contains false information about the sound work of good faithful
brethren. These reports demonstrate a lack of love for truth and
fairness. Contrary to these reports, the work in Barinas continues and
is by far the strongest church in all Venezuela. "

SOUTH AFRICA—Paul Williams' last two reports mention nine
baptisms, four confessions of wrong and two withdrawals. Paul is
losing $550 a month support.

(EDITOR'S NOTE: It is sad to learn that several good men in foreign
fields are losing significant amounts of support at a time when so
much good is being done and so many doors are being opened. There
are often good reasons why some congregations have to reduce their
help at certain times but we pray that others will see the need and take
up the slack. The fields are white unto harvest. CWA)

INTHE NEWSTHISMONTH
BAPTISMS S21
RESTORATIONS 114
(Taken from bulletins and papers
received by the editor)
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THEY KNEW NOT WHY THEY CAME
TOGETHER

By the authority of Jesus Christ saints all over the
world come together upon the first day of the week to
break bread, and to engage in other expressions of
their praise and adoration unto God in spirit and
truth (Acts 2: 42;20: 7; 1 Cor. 11: 17-34). In various
localities churches assemble for worship and edifica-
tion each Lord's day, and at other appointed times be-
tween Lord's days. In many cases some of those people
who come together do not have any real understand-
ing why they have assembled. Some assemble to fulfill
a duty to the church; some to criticize and find fault;
some to sleep; and some come to play; some come be-
cause they like the preacher. The reasons for the
assembly of the saints are clearly taught in the word
of God.

An assembly of citizens in Ephesus resulted from a
complaint by Demetrius, a silversmith who made
silver shrines for Diana, the goddess of the Ephesians.
He called together the workmen of the same occupa-
tion as that of himself and proposed a solution. "For a
certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which
made silver shrines for Diana, brought no small gain
unto the craftsmen, whom he called together with the
workmen of like occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know
that by this craft we have our wealth. Moreover ye see
and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost
throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and
turned away much people, saying that they be no
gods, which are made with hands: so that not only this
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our craft is in danger to be set at nought; but also that
the temple of the great goddess Diana should be de-
spised, and her magnificence should be destroyed,
gi‘h(z)n; all Asia and the world worshippeth" (Acts 19:

-27).

The whole city of Ephesus was said to have been
filled with confusion. "Some therefore cried one thing,
and some another: for the assembly was confused: and
the more part knew not wherefore they were come
together" (Acts 19: 32). Most of those in the assembly
did not know why they were there.

This reference to an assembly did not refer to the
church meeting, but was a mob created by Demetrius
who was concerned about losing his trade. The circum-
stances of this assembly may be much like that of the
church in many places today. In almost any assembly
of any size there are those who "knew not wherefore
they were come together. "

Some people use the assembly of the saints as a
place to make friends and acquaintances for business
purposes and to plan socials for the coming week. This
hour of public assembly for worship and edification is
sometimes used to promote picnics, pames showers,
etc. One would think the singing and praying are sec-
ondary matters.

Some think they come to the assembly to accommo-
date the preacher and elders. It is as if they viewed
themselves as clients, doing a great favor to the
preacher by coming. If the preacher speaks too plainly
of their sins, they threaten to quit coming to the as-
sembly, and sometimes they do. They are doing him a
service by coming, they think.

Some come to the assembly to be seen: to show Off’'
their new clothes. These use the assembly as a time
and place to impress others with appearance, and vie
for popularity with the group. They do not know the
real reason for the assembly.

Some make their plans to rest and even get a nap for
the afternoon activities when they come to the assem-
bly of the church. No higher purpose for the assembly
occurs to them.

Why do we meet together on the first day of the
week? It certainly is not for the above reasons. We are
authorized to assemble to "break bread" (Acts 20: 7).
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We must not forsake the assembling of ourselves to-
gether to exhort and provoke one another unto good
works (Heb. 10: 25). We will say that the church as-
sembles on the first day of the week to worship the Lord
ancll to teach and exhort one another—to edify the body
in love.

Worship consists of singing: teaching and admonish-
ing one another; praying: the church prayed together in
an assembly for Peter (Acts 12: 5, 12); preaching:
Paul preached to the disciples assembled on the first
day of the week (Acts 20: 7); breaking of bread:
eating the Lord's supper in memory of his death (Acts
20: 7; 1 Cor. 11: 20-34); and giving of our prosperity to
the work of the Lord (1 Cor. 16: 1, 2; 9: 14; 2 Cor. 11: 8).
The combination of all these expressions of worship
include nothing more than worship to God and
edifying the church. Other matters should be left out
of the assembly on the first day of the week. We hear
far too much about profit and pleasure and far too little
about the word of the Lord.

Prepare your hearts and lives to meet with the saints
of like mind on the first day of the week to get the most
from the worship to God at that time. If you come with
the right heart and for the right purpose, you will be
blessed beyond your expectation.

1991 Edition for
Preparing 1990 Tax Returns
by B. J. Worth

This book is designed to give the minister and reli-
gious worker in a compact nutshell all he must know
80 as to not to overpay Uncle Sam.

This concise handbook will enable preachers and
other paid church workers to avoid frustration and

save time and money.

Here is sound advice based on years of research and
experience in preparing and in auditing the tax
returns of church workers. Alsoincludes taxinforma-
tion for paid church workers serving overseas, Form
4361, Social Security, and estimated tax.

This tax guide explains:

Where to report income

What is salary and professional income

Who qualifies for a housing allowance

What the housing allowance exclusion means
What is meant by "official designation”

How to officially designate the preacher's

housing allowance

How to record professional expenses

64 pages $7.95
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Editorial

Connie ‘W Adams

P.O. Box 69
Brooks, Kentucky 40109

OUR GLORY AND JOY

Why do faithful men preach the gospel? Is it an ego
trip in which men delight in the large audiences they
have addressed, the well-known churches they have
served, the honors heaped upon them, and whether or
not their names are "household words" in a large broth-
erhood? Is it to glory in the vanquished foes in and out
of the church when issues, serious and otherwise, create
tensions?

Paul said "For though I preach the gospel, I have
nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe
is unto me, if I preach not the gospel" (1 Cor. 9: 16).
Of his own countrymen he said "My hearts desire and
prayer to God for Israel is that they might be saved"
(Rom. 10: 1-2). To the Romans he said ""As much as in me
is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at
Rome also" (Rom. 1: 14-15).

But no passage better expresses the motivation of the
faithful preacher of the gospel than his statement to the
new converts at Thessalonica. "For what is our hope, or
joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence
of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our
glory and joy" (1 Thes. 2: 19-20). Earlier in that chapter
he wrote of his work among them marked by courage,
fidelity to the Lord and his word, unselfishness, gentle-
ness as a nurse with her children and understanding as
a father with his own, and all to the end that "ye would
walk worthy of God." His overriding ambition was to
present them blameless before the Lord at his coming.

Such men do their work because they love the souls of
all people. They are willing to "spend and be spent," to
g0 to the ends of the earth, if possible, for them, to snatch
some out of the fire. They are willing to work whether
supported by the church, or by the labors of their own
hands so they can continue the work of telling the old,
old story of Jesus and his love. They delight in teaching
those, who like the Thessalonians of old, receive it "not
as the word of man, but as it is in truth, the word of God"
(1 Thes. 2: 13). To teach these receptive souls, see them
baptized into Christ, and then to see their joy and
eagerness to learn and grow—that is their glory and joy.
Then to watch as they mature into strong Christians,
able to digest the meat of the word, and see them take
places of responsibility and leadership among the saints
of God — that is their glory and joy. To see them handle
adversity with faith and courage — that is their glory
and joy. That glory and joy cannot be put into a check

from the treasurer. It does not come from brotherhood
adulation or tributes of praise from the famous. It is the
sustenance of devoted servants of God the world around,
whether breaking fresh ground in eastern Europe, amid
the poverty of India or the Philippines, in China where
every Bible study session poses the threat of arrest, im-
prisonment, or possible execution, or in the heartland of
the USA where general apathy toward spiritual inter-
ests makes the hungering soul the more unique.

If it is the "glory and joy" of the faithful to see earnest
souls preparing well for the presence of the Lord, it is
also the greatest sorrow to see the work destroyed. Paul
wrote of this when he said "For other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if
any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, pre-
cious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall
be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every
man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide
which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a re-
ward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer
loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire" (1
Cor. 3: 11-15).

While there is no joy to compare with seeing honest
people obey the truth and then grow in grace and
knowledge, neither is there any sorrow to compare with
seeing once eager young Christians growing weak or
falling away altogether. Thank God the teacher will not
lose his reward because the student turns out to be
"wood, hay or stubble." One of the greatest joys of my life
was to baptize a young man in Norway in February,
1958, the first fruits of the gospel in that land. It was a
glory and joy to see him lead in public prayer for the first
time, then later hear his first attempts to preach the
gospel. Ah our ship left port that night in September,
1959 headed to New York, this young man stood on the
dock with a small band of disciples and I commented to
my wife that this young man would "stand until the

judgment." But I was wrong. What had been a glory and
joy turned to bitter tears and disappointment for the

Harrises who remained along with the Pierces, and for
me, when this young man left the truth and disturbed
the faith of others. That ache continues to the present
hour. What preacher of the gospel, having labored for
only a few years, cannot identify with this case and
multiply accounts from his own work?

It would help all preachers of the word to reassess
their motives for preaching against the background of
these statements from Paul which we have noticed. It
would equally help Christians in their relationship with
those men who preach among them to realize that true
servants of the Lord are doing this for YOU. YOU are
truly their glory and joy. Whether or not they ever
become famous, ever write a book, ever have a public
debate, ever speak on a lectureship to a large audience,
or ever preach outside their own county, does not really
matter to them as long as YOU are growing in your
service to God so that you may be presented to Christ at
his coming. That is what makes such men endure
hardness as good soldiers of Christ.

Think about it brethren. When you are tempted to



Page 4

quit, or you think you are not being fairly treated, or that
you are not appreciated, or that you could make a lot
more money in business, or... well, whatever, please ask
yourself, What is my glory and ]oy‘? Am [ domg this so
that others might "walk worthy of God"?

GEORGIA DEANE COPE
Funeral Address by Colly Caldwell

There is a wonderful phrase in the apostle Peter's
instructions to married Christians which speaks of their
"being heirs together of the grace of life" (1 Pet. 3: 7). If she
lets her beauty center in the gentle and quiet spirit, the
hidden person of the heart which trusts in God, as she
maintains moral purity and follows the leadership of her
husband in the home; and if he gives honor to her, under-
standing her needs; their prayers will not be hindered
and they will be ' 'heirs together of the grace of life. "

The ultimate "grace of life" inherited by the children
of God is, of course, that undeserved eternal blessing of
the life beyond. There is, in addition, for those who love
and pray and share and care as Jim and Georgia Deane
Cope have these past forty-six years a certain shared
"grace of life" upon this earth. God caused Solomon to
write: "He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and
obtains favor from the Lord" (Prov. 18: 22).

We share sadness today, but through our tears we
smile and feel a profound sense of joy that she was part
of our lives. We also cannot help but be happy as we look
by faith at the wonderful experiences she has now
entered. And we feel an excited sense of encouragement
in the memory of all the wonderful experiences she
brought into our lives by the grace of the good Provi-
dence of God. In all of those ways, she would not like for
this to be an unseemly or unhappy time for us.

All of us will always remember Georgia Deane as
among the most graceful and beautiful women we ever
knew. The bright colors in her clothing, the radiant glow
in her eyes, the captivating smile that brightened her
entire face, and the charm of her expressions (both facial
and verbal) were inescapable... they drew us to her like
the brilliant light of the sun or the fragrant aroma of a
rose in full bloom.

But like the woman described by Peter, her real
beauty to us was not the outward appearance. She
possessed all that and more; and as she added years, she
added grace and charm. Age seemed only to enhance her
beauty and the calm and quiet spirit which accepted
change with dignity and poise only added to our pictures
of her beauty and made her appearance even more
pleasant to all of us. Where her beauty was really found,
however, and it was always so, was in her
character... the kind of character that God has blessed
with the "grace of life. "

To me, and I think to most of you, the beauty in
Georgia Deane's life centers in two great qualities. First,
her understanding of who she is. Sister Cope committed

her life to Christ and first and foremost she wanted to be
a Christian. She saw herself simply as that... no more,
no less, and in that fact she seemed always to be herself.
She was equally at home with those of us who have little
as with those who walk with kings... and she wanted
us to be so... to be ourselves before God and men. She
entertained very important people with grace and
charm, but she loved to be with those important people
with whom she could share a taco and talk about family
and church. I never knew her to seek any kind of
recognition for herself. She simply served others—ALL
others often at great cost to her own personal needs,
when it was easy and when it was not.

And that brings us to say that her beauty is also found
in our knowledge that the guiding principle applying all
the beliefs and values in this woman was one articulated
by her Lord when he said the "greatest among you shall
be your servant. "Truly she was as giving a person as I
have ever known. Even in dying she put others before
herself. Perhaps especially in dying, she showed her love
in how much she cared that her loved ones were all okay.
I wish all of you could know as we know that to end the
suffering of these last days was her wish for Jim and
Connie and Sissy much more than for herself.

And she was thankful: a gratitude that was articu-
lated almost unbelievably to me when she said that God
was blessing her by her illness in letting her experience
the love her family and friends showered upon her in
visits and cards and beautiful flowers and words. That
gasdan experience she saw as a great gift given by the

ord.

One time a man asked Jesus, "Who is my neighbor?"
I cannot imagine Georgia Deane asking that question.
First of all, she considered everyone who contacted her
to be important to her and a part of her life. She sewed
up the students' ripped clothes, she made little me-
ringue "Connie Kisses" by the thousands, she fed and
cared for the brethren... because others were important.
But beyond that, I think Georgia Deane would never
have made that statement because she thought more in
terms of "family" than "neighbors." The church is her
family. The people, all the people, here at the College are
her family. Her friends are "family" to her.

Of course, she has her own immediate family which
she literally served until the moment she left us and who
in many ways she will continue to serve through all she
has already done. She came out of a wonderful Tennes-
see family of Christians. Her grandfather McFarland
was an elder in the Donalson church near Nashville and
her grandmother was a fine Christian named Georgia
Ellen. Her mother was named Naomi after that wonder-
ful mother in the Bible and her father, Charles Combs,
was a dear man who walked along the streets of Temple
Terrace greeting us in his own way. Georgia Deane and
Sissy gave themselves to their father's care as long as he
was with us. Her sister, Sissy, who is here today was
almost her twin... a year and day separated their birth-
days, but there was not a year and a day separating their
love and devotion to one another as the dearest and
closest of sisters.

Isn't God's Providence wonderful. Let me tell you a
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story. When Georgia Deane's parents married, they
went to Texas on their honeymoon and never returned
to Tennessee. Brother Combs worked in Galveston for
the old Wells Fargo company until 1941 when his job
moved the family to Dallas. It was there in the summer
of 1944 that Jim Cope came to the Preston Road church
for a meeting. On the opening day, he met the young
woman who would be his bride for life. He had preached
for four years on a regular basis at Donalson where her
grandfather McFarland now in his nineties had served
as an elder, but he had never seen Georgia Deane, except
perhaps in a family picture or two, until now. During the
next two weeks she heard him preach every evening,
spent almost every moment during the daytime hours in
his presence (at his insistence we might add) and before
he returned to Tennessee she had promised to become
his wife.

Can anyone doubt her loyalty and dedication to Jim?
'The heart of her husband safely trusts in her. "

She has been in his love and she bore his children. She
has been his friend and confidant and she never violated
his trust or broke his confidence. She has been his
helper, intellectually and emotionally and he has al-
ways been proud to have her at his side. They read the
Bible together, they prayed together, we know they have
shared and we trust they will share the "grace of life"
together.

She has been his homemaker in the truest and fullest
sense of all that that means. She has cared for so many
in their home. She has literally fed thousands. She did
it for Jim and she gave all that from her love... and it was
not easy to do. A private, quiet life would have fit her
personal desires much more.

Jim could well have written the words of that beauti-
ful song we often hear on the radio: " It must have been
cold there in my shadow; you always walked a
step behind; | wasthe one with all the glory; while
you were the one with all the strength; | never
once heard you complain." And had he written these
words, he would have gone on to say, " It might have
appeared to go unnoticed, but I've got it all herein
my heart; Did you ever know that you're my hero,
and everything I'd liketo be? | can fly higher than
an eagle, cause you are the wind beneath my
wings. "

And her children, they call her blessed. She gave so
much to them without regard for herself... beginning in
the labor which brought them forth. When Jim had to be
gone to find help for this school or to preach the gospel
of Christ, she took the support of his work and the family
as her mission in life, and she cared for Connie and
Cathy and "Butch" and nurtured them and loved them
and their mates, Mike and John and Jenny, unselfishly.
Her touch was gentle and comforting. Her voice was
pleasing. Her nature was sympathetic. She was fulfilled
as a wife and mother. She loved her grandchildren and
her new great-granddaughter. She certainly wanted to
share the "grace of life" with them.

I do not believe that love ceases when one moves to be
with the Lord. Jesus spoke of'the concern of one who had
passed into the spirit realm for his five brothers on

earth. Be that as it may, I know our love for Georgia
Deane did not suddenly stop when she went away. She
will always be there in Jim's heart, and in the hearts of
her family, in mine and Lynda's, and in all of yours. And
she would want us to love one another as well so we can
share the "grace of life" with her.

I want to close with some verses from God's word. The
Bible passages I find myself wanting to read today are
not the passages that speak of death and mourning. I
think Georgia Deane might like for us we read one like
this: "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor
one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal,
but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful
in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share
with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who
mourn. Live in_harmony with one another. Do not be
proud but associate with people of low position. Do not be
conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to
do right in the eyes of everyone” (Rom. 12: 10-17).

As we pray for God to comfort Jim and this wonderful
family, let's pray also for God to bless Georgia Dean's
extended family, all of us, with the same spirit she had
so that we might practice the words we have read in our
lives as she did so that we all may share the "'grace of life"
together with Georgia Deane.
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THE TRAGEDY OF DIVORCE

T. Doy Moyer
1422 Clover Hill Drive
Louisville, Kentucky 40216

"For the God of Israel says that He hates divorce"
(Malachi 2: 16).

One of the greatest tragedies to face this country
today is the breakdown of the family unit. With nearly
50 percent of all marriages ending in divorce, the first
step to solving the problem is to recognize that there is
a problem. Furthermore, members of the Lord's church
must not bury their heads in the sand and ignore the
same problem within the church. Many Christians are
learning more from the world than they are from God
and consequently are ending their marriages also.

Everyone needs to take a serious look at what is
happening. | fear that these matters are being taken too
lightly. We have a tendency to think, "it can't happen to
me." We have probably all thought that about a family
that now have divorced. We then sit back and wonder
with complete amazement, "How? Why?" Actually we
know how and why; I just don't understand how or why
Christians let such things happen. It is a real problem
that needs to be addressed and seriously thought about,
because with the breakdown of the family comes even
a ilnllore serious problem: the rejection of God and His
will.

Divorce is a tragedy for several reasons. Consider a
couple.

1. It shows a disregard for God and His word. Any-
time a divorce takes place, there is sin involved by
someone. And how often do we see those who get
divorced completely fall away afterwards? People are
entering marriage these days with the concept that
they can get a divorce if things just don't work out.
Marriage is held in contempt by those who advocate
"trying each other out" by living together first. People
are entering first marriages with pre-nuptial agree-
ments, just in case they might need a divorce (this 1s not
to suggest that all such agreements are wrong; just the
ones that do it with a view toward divorce). Others
substitute the vows "until death do us part" with "until
the love between us dies." Such attitudes are geared for
divorce in the first place. We should not be surprised
they are so common.

Yet, the tragedy so close to home is that Christians
also show disregard for their vows to each other.
Members of Christ's body, including elders, deacons,
and preachers are leaving their families and rejecting
the will of Almighty God. Instead of letting our lights
shine and holding fast the word of life (Phil. 2: 15-16), we
are giving non-Christians opportunities to blaspheme
Christ. It ought not to be so! "Marriage is honorable
among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and
adulterers God will judge" (Heb. 13: 4) How many souls

will be lost to the cause of infidelity or the abandonment
of responsibility?

2. Divorce has a deep effect on many people. It em-
braces a large circle of people. The divorcing couple
cannot rightly say that they are the only ones involved.
There are the friends, the church, the family, and most
tragically, the children. Sometimes families that seemed
to be pillars get divorced and the effects on the church are
astounding. Churches can be torn apart, the very heart
of their activity and encouragement ripped out when a
family whose example is so strong breaks up. Some lose
their faith, and others might think, "if they can't do it,
how can I?" It can become a serious stumbling block to
many.

But perhaps the most affected and least thought of in
these situations are the children. Divorce is something
that will have a dramatic impact on the rest of their lives.
It's not like a beat up toy that they can toss away and
forget about. While still at home they will be juggled
between parents, trying to learn how to deal with insta-
bility both physically and emotionally. They will be torn
in their feelings, desperately wanting to have their
parents together, yet thinking that they must make a
choice between them (even though such may not be
necessary, the feeling is still there).

Once gone from home, the child still feels the pressure
that comes from a torn family. They may have a family
of their own now and it becomes ditficult to "share" their
own children with the parents that they feel had let them
down. It is said that "time heals all wounds," but this is
a wound that will forever change their outlook on life. It
could very well be the thing that drives them from God.
Though this does not justify their actions, it reminds us
that "whoever causes one of these little ones who believe
in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were
hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth
of'the sea... woe to that man by whom the offense comes!"
(Matt. 18: 6-7). How tragic when it is the parents who
become such a factor in driving their children away from
the Lord! Parents, do not underestimate your influence
on your children!

With all of my heart I wish I knew how to properly
impress upon Christians how important marriage is and
how terrible divorce is. Brethren, "Marriage, Divorce,
and remarriage" is more than an academic issue. It is a
stunning reality that is sweeping this country and ruin-
ing more people than we can imagine. Some will know
what I'm talking about. Others might think I'm an
alarmist. But if that's what it takes to wake us up, let me
sound the alarm loud and clear! Souls are going to be lost
over it. And believe me, it can happen to you, whether you
want to believe that or not. "Let him who thinks he
stands take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10: 12). Your
realization of this will help prevent it happening to
you.

If you are enjoying this paper, why not
subscribe for a friend, parent, child or
other relative? All new subscriptions are
just $11.00 a year.
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P. 9. Casebolt

Rt 1 Box 210
Middiebourne, WV 26149

"FIREINTHEHOLE!"

Originally, "Fire in the hole!" was the warning cry
which accompanied the use of dynamite or nitro in
mining and petroleum operations. Gradually, it has
become a generic warning for any impending danger.

The thought of fire conjures up the worst possible
scenario in a building, on board a ship or plane, or just
about anywhere else. Even the use of explosives or a
backfire for the purpose of quenching or controlling an
existing fire is a delicate procedure fraught with risk
and danger.

And when it comes to preachers, the cry of "Fire in the
hole!" would tempt some of us to enter a burning build-
ing to rescue our sermon outlines. This story is about a
preacher who lost not only his sermon outlines, but most
of his other possessions in a destroying fire. But before
we hear about him, how would you other preachers and
brethren (especially brethren), react in the face of such
a real or threatening loss?

Like most young preachers, I had to wrestle with the
real or perceived value of sermon outlines in my earlier
preaching days. In my first meeting, I thought I had
enough outlines for a two-week meeting, but found out
the last day that my last outline was merely a summary
of things I had already preached. A record snowstorm
closed the meeting, and I doubt that the Lord sent that
storm just for my benefit, but I sure did appreciate it.
And I don't even like snow.

Older preachers advised me to get some sermon
outline books, and loaned or gave me some of their own.
I even went to the Gospel Advocate store in Nashville
and bought a joke book, "Snappy Stories That Preachers
Tell," thinking it would give me some needed or expected
(in the eyes of the brethren), illustrations to spice up my
sermon outlines. What a waste of time.

At one point in my preaching days, I accepted the
responsibility of speaking on a daily radio program, only
had two "radio sermons," and had already used one of
them on the same station before I took on that monu-
mental task. I bought and read a book of 50 radio
sermons delivered by a famous preacher, and couldn't
use a single one of them. What another waste of time.

When preachers would get together, especially
younger preachers, the first question somebody asked
was, "Have you found any new sermon outlines lately?"
Some even engaged in a chain letter-type practice in
ordeli to get some new outlines. I broke that chain real
quick.

While readily admitting that I have received help
from other sources as to sermon content and outlines, I
can truthfully say that most of my sermons have re-
sulted from long hours of study and meditation spent in
the greatest sermon outline book of the ages—the Bible.
And the longer I preach, the more time I spend arrang-
ing my sermon subjects and outlines in quotation marks
which enclose some Bible statement or principle. I may
depart from that format on rare occasions to deal with
some contemporary problem by design or by request, but
I still try not to let the tail wag the dog.

I personally believe that every preacher should have
some plan, some outline in mind, whether written or
unwritten, when he stands before an audience of judg-
ment-bound souls. They have prepared to hear him, and
the least he can do is make some preparation on his own
part.

And even in any emergency, the Bible is full of the
best sermon outlines we can find. Stephen gives us one
on the seed of Abraham (Acts 7), and Paul used a similar
one at Antioch of Pisidia (Acts 13). If a preacher can't
preach the outline on "The Mystery of Godliness" (1 Tim.
3: 16), he couldn't preach one from Pulpit Helps either.

One older preacher said that we should use our
sermon outlines once, then throw them in the trash can,
thereby disciplining ourselves to study the next time we
address the same subject. This may be an extreme
formula, but it makes a point.

Some of our best outlines, like the Gettysburg Ad-
dress, have been written on the backs of old envelopes,
grocery bags, dinner napkins, sales slips, or any
remnant of papyrus which we could bum from our wife's
purse. And some church bulletins which rely on the
"Selected"/" Anonymous" format could be more useful if
they would provide a blank space for store lists or
sermon outlines.

Written and preserved outlines can provide a valu-
able source for future use in classes, publication, and
even for posterity. I have sermon outlines which I
haven't used for years, and probably never will use
again. But I don't aim to throw them in the trash can or
set fire to them. But neither will I allow them to lull me
into a metal state of lethargy and slothfulness, nor
deceive me into thinking that they would bring a pre-
mium bid at an auction.

Ordinarily, I would not mention the name of the
preacher who lost most of his possessions and sermon
outlines in a fire, but in this case I make an exception,
not just to verify my story, but because I want him to
know that we appreciate his years of service in the
Lord's vineyard.

Larry Hayes is not well known, as preachers go. But
besides preaching in meetings and other labors in this
area, he worked with one congregation for 17 years. And
I can assure you that the loss of sermon outlines in a fire
has not affected the quality of Larry's preaching.

Some folks resort to arson in order to collect insur-
ance or to punish some enemy, or maybe just to get rid
of some old structure that has served its purpose and
become an eyesore in the community. So I am not
advocating that either preachers or the brethren (espe-
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daily the brethren), set fire to the preacher's outlines
in order to infuse some new life into the pulpit.

But "Fire in the hole!" wouldn't necessarily herald
the end of the world even if we did lose a few sermon
outlines, and may even be a blessing in disguise if we
could salvage the preacher.

WRITTEN FOR
OUR INSTRUCTION

Frank Himmel

1575 14th Ave W.
Palmetto, Florida 33561

"NONE RETURN AGAIN"

During a recent family reading of Proverbs 2 we
paused to consider verse 19. Wisdom says in reference
to an adulteress, "None who go to her return again, nor
do they reach the paths of life." What does it mean,
none return again?

Most expositors take it as stating a general rule. "It
is very rare that any who are caught in this snare of the
devil recover themselves, so much is the heart hard-
ened, and the mind bhnded by the deceitfulness of this
sin. Havmg once lost their hold of the paths of life, they
know not how to take hold of them again, but are
perfectly besotted and bewitched with those base
lusts" (Matthew Henry).

Sadly this observation is true. The unbridled lust
which leads one to adultery will likely lead him there
again and again. One so natve as to fall for the adulter-
ess' flattering words (e. g., she "understands him" as his
wife does not) is apt to repeat his folly. Witness the
number of people who are in their third or fourth
marriages, or those who have quit bothering with
marriage and just cohabit with one "lover" after an-
other. I confess that I do not understand why anyone,
even those who disregard God's law, would seek a
marriage partner among adulterers. They have proved
unfaithful to their vows once. Is there reason to think
they will not do so again?

I do not mean to rule out forgiveness, by God or man.
"No one gets so far into sin that God will not receive him
back if he makes the proper amends. But the danger
and rule is that a patron of the kind of life described
abox;e will continue therein to the end of life" (E. M.
Zerr).

Now consider another sense in which the statement,
"None who go to her return again," is true. And in this
sense it is not a general rule, but an absolute certainty.

No man who becomes involved in adultery will ever
be the same again. He cannot return to where he was.
He can be forgiven by God. He can be forgiven by his
mate. He can even be forgiven by the spouse of his
partner in adultery. But things can never be quite the
way they were.

The implicit trust his mate placed in him has been
broken. The special intimate relationship between hus-
band and wife has been violated. The painful memory of
the act remains in the consciences of all involved, try as
they may to remove it. The feelings of guilt are still there.
To the extent the sin is known to others the reputation is
damaged. If those involved are Christians the Lord's holy
name is reproached. If they have children who know of the
affair the confidence of those little ones is shaken. Time
will aid in healing these wounds, but it cannot completely
erase them.

Some mates elect to put the adulterer away. If they so
choose, he/she loses the privilege of a God-approved mar-
riage (Mt 5: 31, 31; 19: 9), despite what men may say
about the matter. His only options are to remain single
or be reconciled to his mate (1 Cor. 7: 11).

Before you become involved in this or any sin, take time
to sit down and count the cost. Do not be dazzled by the
enticing array in which Satan clothes sin. Look at what is
inside. Look at the price you must pay. Look at where you
will be after the momentary pleasure is past. Are you
entering a place from which there is no return?

"The one who commits adultery with a woman is
lacking sense; he who would destroy himself does it.
Wounds and disgrace he will find, and his reproach will
not be blotted out" (Pro 6: 32, 33)
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CHRIST, MAN, AND SIN

Following are some questions that have troubled
brethren in recent times over the nature of Christ, man,
and sin. While admitting that this is an over simplifica-
tion of a complex subject we have attempted to answer
each question from the Scriptures. We hope this will be
helpful to the Bible student who doesn't have the time or
resources for an in-depth study.

1. HAVE ALL MEN SINNED? Answer: Yes
(Rom. 6: 23; 1 Kgs. 8: 46).

2. DOES MAN HAVE TO SIN? Answer: No (1
Cor. 10: 13).

3. WILL MAN SIN? Answer: Yes (1 Jn. 1: 8, 10).

4. HOW DOES MAN SIN? Answer: By
transgressing God's law (1 Jn. 3: 4). He may sin by
omission (leaving undone what God said to do, Mt. 25:
41-46) or by commission (doing something God said not
to do Rom. 13: 8, 9).

5. WHY WILL MAN SIN? Answer: Because of
the weakness of the flesh (Mt. 26: 41; Rom. 8: 1-4; 6: 19;
Heb. 5: 2).

6. DOESNT THIS MEAN MAN HAS TO SIN?
Answer: No, not in the sense of being forced or compelled
to sin. It means he sins because he is not as strong
against temptation as he ought to be. It doesn't absolve
him of responsibility (Js. 1: 14, 15).

7. DOES THE FACT THAT THE BIBLE
TEACHES MAN WILL SIN, MAKE GOD
RESPONSIBLE FOR IT? Answer: No, no more than
the fact Jesus knew Judas would sin meant he
caused it (Mt. 26: 20-24). It just means he knew it
ahead of time. Man still has a choice.

8. WAS ANYONE WHO SINNED GIVEN TIME
TO REPENT? Answer: Yes (Rev. 2: 21).

9. WHEN I REPENT TOWARD GOD MUST 1
SPE- CIFICALLY NAME EACH SIN FOR WHICH
I AM REPENTING? Answer: No scripture says so.
Jesus did not teach it in the model prayer (Mt. 6:
9f) nor was anyone condemned for not doing so. To
prevent misunderstandings (thus causing confusion)
there will be times when we will need to do so before
men since they cannot read our hearts.

10. DO THE SCRIPTURES TEACH THAT THE
BLOOD OF CHRIST CONTINUES TO CLEANSE ME
EVEN AS I SIN AND BEFORE I REPENT AND
CONFESS? Answer: No, we are forgiven if we confess (1
Jn. 1: 7-9). Simon was not forgiven even as he
sinned before he repented and confessed, though he
had entered a blood relationship with Christ when
he was baptized (Acts 8: 13f).

11. WILL GOD EXTEND MERCY TO ANY WHO
ARE GUILTY OF SIN WHEY THEY DIE (SUCH AS
CURSING AND THEN GETTING KILLED IMMEDI-
ATELY IN A CAR WRECK)? Answer: The Scriptures
imply mercy at the judgment (Js. 2: 13; Mt. 25: 31 -46; and
possibly Mt. 5: 7). One should not take comfort in sin
from this. On what basis or criterion God will extend
mercy, only He knows. In our finite minds we may not
understand how He can have perfect justice and yet
extend mercy. We should have enough faith in Him to
believe that He is a just God and He will do right. "O the
depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past
tracing out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or
who hath been his counselor?" (Rom. 11: 33, 34).

12.  WAS JESUS SUBJECT TO THE SAME TEMP-
TATIONS THAT WE ARE? Answer: Yes (Heb. 4; 15).

13. WAS JESUS JUST AN ORDINARY MAN
WHILE ON THE EARTH? Answer: No. The word just
means "only." Jesus had two natures. He possessed
Iéurlnzzmigtgl and deity (Phil. 2: 5-8; Heb. 1: 6-8; Mk. 2: 5-7;

ol 2:9).

14. CAN A MAN SO LIVE (SINLESSLY PERFECT)
AS NOT TO NEED THE BLOOD OF CHRIST? Answer:
Suppose one were to arise among us today and confess
that | have lived to the full potential of my ability and
taken advantage of every opportunity to do good. | have
not left undone anything God commanded me to do. Nor
have | violated any of the prohibitions He has made. |
have lived without sinning." What would Jesus say to
him? You are a liar and self-deceived! You have made me out
to be a liar and my word is not in you." Jesus has said it
won't happen (1 Jn. 1: 8, 10; 1 Kgs, 8: 46) because of the
"weakness of the flesh" (Mt. 26: 41; Rom. 6: 19; 8: 3; Heb.
5:2). To say man can so live as not to need the blood of
Christ is to say he can earn his salvation on meritorious
works and place God in debt to him. It is to say that
Christ died in vain for that person.

15. SINCE ALL HAVE SINNED AND WILL SIN
DUE TO THE WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH, SHOULD
WE LOWER THE STANDARD FROM TRYING TO
ALWAYS DO THE RIGHT THING? Answer: No. Scrip-
ture tells us that all sin (Ec. 7: 20; 1 Kgs. 8: 46; 1 Jn. 1: 8-
10; Rom. 3: 23) but it never hints that the standard
should be lowered. It should ever remain our goal, even if
we stumble.

16. IS IT PROFITABLE FOR US TO STUDY SUCH A
SUBJECT AS THIS? Answer: If a subject is dealt with in
Scripture, then it is profitable (2 Tim. 3: 16, 17). What may
be unprofitable is the amount of time and space we give to
a matter. Am I treating this as a weightier matter than God
would want me to? Does it merit volumes and reams? Why
should we become obsessed in theorizing over something
Inspiration says won't happen (that one of us might live
sinlessly perfect)? It is not merely "remote" or
"unlikely" to happen. The Bible teaches it won't. EVERY
man will need the blood of Christ. To uphold a theory we
may feel forced to take an indefensible position, such as:
(1) that we are forgiven by the blood of Christ even as
we sin; (2) that Jesus was divested of his divinity and
godhood and was just an
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ordinary man; or (3) that we can be saved on the basis of
merit and not need the blood of Christ.

To uphold cherished views of cherished men we are
often tempted to brand each other with prejudicial
names, hold allegiance to a man more highly that we
ought regardless of the absurd things he might say,
become unethical in our journalism, and divide. Is that
profitable?

WHAT SAITH THE
SCRIPTURE?

(Rom. 4:3)
Send all questions to:
Weldon E. Warnock

100 Carriage Drive
Beckley, West Virginia 25801

BROKEN BODY OF CHRIST

QUESTION: Would you comment on | Cor. 11: 24,
specifically the word "broken."” Is it proper to speak of the
broken body of Christ? Many versions omit this word.

ANSWER: Quoting from vv. 23-24, Paul wrote con-
cerning Jesus' institution of the Lord's Supper, "That
the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed
took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it,
and said, Take, eat: this is my body which is broken for
you: this do in remembrance of me. "

"Broken" appears in the King James Version which is
based on the Textus Receptus, meaning the received text
of the 16th century. But its genuineness is widely
disputed. It is absent in the best manuscripts and
omitted in the most modern translations of the Bible.

However, inserting "broken" into the text does no
injustice to the passage if we understand it to mean
given or sacrificed in death. This is precisely what
Luke's record states. Jesus said, "This is my body which is
given for you" (Lk. 22: 19). In Paul's account, Jesus
said, "this 1s my body, which is (broken) for you." The
word "broken" may logically be supplied or inserted by
the context, preferably italicized or in parenthesis. The
body of Jesus was for us as a sacrifice. Hence, it was
broken.

"Given" is from the Greek word didomenon, nom.
sing. neut. part. pres. pass, of didomi, which means in
Lk. 22: 19, "give up, sacrifice”" (Arndt-Gingrich, p. 192).
The word "broken" is from the Greek word klomenon,
nom. sing. neut. part. pres. pass, of klao. Moulton says
of klaso, "with figurative reference to the violent death
of Christ, 1 Cor. 11: 24" (p. 232). Thayer states, "shat-
gezfge)d, as it were, by a violent death, 1 Cor. 11: 24" (p.

True, Jesus' body was pierced (Jn. 19: 34), but his body
was not broken, that is, in the sense we use the word in
our vernacular. The Bible plainly states, "A bone of him
shall not be broken" (Psa. 34: 20; Jn. 19: 36). The word
"broken" in Jn. 19: 36 is from suntribo (shattered,

crushed), a different word than the one in 1 Cor. 11: 24.
Therefore, when we break or separate into parts the
bread of the Lord's Table and say, "This (the broken
bread) represents the broken body of our Lord," we fail
to understand the broken body of Jesus Christ. Indeed,
the bread represents the body of Christ that was given
or sacrificed for us, but breaking the bread into parts is
not a symbolic picture of Jesus' body being fractured. As
already pointed out, Jesus' body was not broken. Break-
ing or separating the bread has no symbolic significance.
Breaking the bread was (is) for distribution or to eat the
bread (cf. Acts 2: 42;20: 7; 1 Cor. 10: 16).

T S S T
Things Most
Certainly
Believed

Julian R, Snell

128 Quall Drive
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee 38464

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOB

Our title presumes upon the understanding that Job
was not a man living in the gospel age, he was an Old
Testament patriarch who lived hundreds of years before
Christ. However, since the Bible is the unfolding of
God's eternal purpose, human redemption, we must
recognize that every book of that sacred volume is in
complement to this purpose. Within the Old Testament
there are types and shadows which look to the New
Testament for the anti-type and substance. Sometimes
these references are glaring, sometimes they are subtle,
but in either case there is the ultimate pointing to Jesus
Christ, the savior of the world. Within the Book of Job we
are treated, for the most part, to the subtle inquisitive-
ness, pleading and longing, the questioning that finds
answer only in Christ. While we are attentive to Job's
questions we are more intent on the answers from Jesus.

Generally speaking the book of Job addresses the
problem of human suffering, ever present and a fact to
be recognized and dealt with. "And in my dream I stood
with an angel on one of the balconies of heaven. And the
angel allowed me to lean over and listen. But I could not
bear to hear. Sounds of pain came up to me: the cries of
widows, children in agony, strong men wounded and
mutilated, the burden of the bereaved, the lonely, the
bewildered, the frightened. Men crushed women be-
neath their feet, and starved little children, and hunted
their brothers into poverty and unemployment and
disease. Even women hurt one another with cruel deeds
and malicious words. There were pains of body and mind
and soul which no one on earth could understand and no
one could cure. The world seemed full of sorrow and
pain, and the sound of it all came up to heaven until my
soul was sick." (Leslie D. Weatherford, Why Do Men
Suffer? page 11).
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Admittedly, the above quote comes across bleak and
pessimistic, yet expressing truths not to be denied. The
sources of human suffering are varied. There is nature,
the elements, disease, pestilence and the like. From
man himself suffering is traceable to greed, lust, wars,
cruelty, as we meditate upon the attitudes toward oth-
ers generally prevalent. Then we must not ignore self in
respect to the violation of law, moral and spiritual. The
problem of suffering? How can God, all wise, absolutely
good, tolerate such as the heritage of all men, good and
bad? To answer, "such is God's will" while expressive of
truth generally, does not either adequately or specifi-
cally explain.

Suffering in the case of Job recognizes Satan as its
source and origin. In Job the struggle of piety, faith and
resignation to God's hand with despair, adversity and
gloom are presented with the overriding conclusion,
suffering may be unexplainable. Thus one must bow and
say, "I do not understand yet I believe and trust in my
God." While suffering is the abiding thrust of the book no
real solution is herein afforded to the problem. It is
certainly impossible to crystallize into a brief statement
the book of Job. Nevertheless it is of inestimable value
and in the introduction to this series we approach it
_sirglpéy as the Book of Job, the story of a man whose name
is Job.

Within this central fact, Job the man, we become
aware that he is related to both God and Satan, suggest-
ing initially that both God and Satan had an interest in
him. He is related to other human beings, his wife,
family and a group of friends along with numerous ac-
quaintenances referred to, but who quickly pass across
the stage of his life. Most importantly we see Job within
the consciousness of his own personality. All things
retire from him until he is alone. Here we concentrate
our study, Job within his own personality, Job as a
person.

Although we hear the voices of the philosophers, we
pay little attention. Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar and finally
Elihu offer words which must pale before more profound
matters. Job answers his critics, even refutes their phi-
losophy in personal application. We do not consider this
nearly so important as the cries and inquiries from
within the man as he seeks for and asks for some
answers. The book of Job is an unanswered agony. There
are no answers till we find them in Jesus, here we have
answer to the agonizing cries of Job.

First, see the man Job as he is revealed in verse 1. Two
words describe him, two phrases tell the secret of his
being, what he was. He was "perfect and upright,"
complete and straight, if you will. Could any higher
compliment be paid? This however does not touch on
relationship to God. It has to do with human relation-
ships. The secret of his completeness is in the fact he was
one "that feared God," he was religious. He "eschewed
evil," he turned down evil, this is his moral quality. Here
is a man with an upward outlook from which he has
learned to deal with the things by which he is sur-
rounded. We suggest in this connection that morality is
ever rooted in religion, there can be no true morality
without religion. God ratifies that estimate of Job and

amplifies, "there is none like him in all the earth" (v. 8).
Here we have a man of integrity, uprightness, having
relationship with God, and turning away from evil.
Wlﬁat a beautiful character, how easily we are attracted
to him.

We are able to watch this man in the realm of the
physical, mental and spiritual. He is seen visited by
Satan, this resulting in overwhelming calamities. The
reason for which is not found in the man himself. This
was the mistake of the three friends and it is sometimes
our own as we search for the why. Job is stripped of eve-
rything which man naturally depends upon, wealth,
children, health and even loses the partnership and
support of his wife. The process runs on, his friends
forsake him, even though they spend seven days in
silence with him and offer three cycles of speeches by
way of explanation of his predicament, they finally turn
from Job.

Now consider his mentality, his personal conscious-
ness. Rooted within was a conviction of integrity, this
was assailed and misunderstood by his friends. Pres-
ently he lost the sense of greatness of his own personal-
ity and is heard to say "naked came I out of my mother's
womb and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave,
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of
the Lord" (1: 21). This seems to reflect the idea, I am still
here, no matter what. However, he lost this and cursed
the day he was born. And not only so, he lost his sense
of God as just. Our man, physically stripped, mentally
misunderstood, therefore spiritually groping after a
solution as to why God was thus dealing with him. Thus,
Job faces the perplexing question of suffering which is
not the result of the sin of the sufferer.

Job presents a man in the majestic loneliness of his
own being. It is in this that we must be impressed with
the reality that man in the final analysis is in a one on
one relationship with God. But hear the mental cries of
our man. Rising from the center of his personality,
stripped and lonely, he cries out of need, mmquiry and
even challenge. Cries to which the book gives no answer.
Then we turn to the New Testament and see Jesus, who
began earthly life without wealth, went through life
devoid of things others depend on and before we are
through with him we find he has answered every ques-
tion Job has asked, supplied every need that Job re-
vealed. And so it is with every man.
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EXHORTING PEOPLE TO OBEY

Over the last few years I have observed a trend that
has become troubling to me. It seems that in many
sermons that I hear there is very little emphasis placed
upon exhorting people to obey the gospel and extending
the invitation for them to obey immediately. In one
lesson I heard an excellent exposition of an Old Testa-
ment passage that was designed to stir our hearts (and
it stirred mine) but the teacher closed his otherwise
splendid lesson suddenly by saying only, "If we can help
you in any way just come to the front while we stand and
sing." No mention was made of the plan of salvation, no
exhortation was given for those in the audience needing
to obey to do so, no pleading with the hearts of lost
people that were there and needing to respond.

When Paul taught the unbelieving Philippian Jailor
he exhorted him to "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you
shall be saved, you and your household" (Acts 16: 31).
Paul taught him the urgency of the Lord's plan and he
obeyed "that very hour of the night" (Acts 16: 33). On
Pentecost Peter preached a soul stirring message and to
those believing Jews he commanded, "Repent, and let
each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins..." (Acts 2: 38). "and with
many other words he solemnly testified and exhorted
them..." (Acts 2: 40). The success of this kind of preach-
ing is evident.

It appears to me that preaching a good lesson
and then virtually extending no invitation is like a
hunter taking aim on his target only to find out when he
pulled the trigger that he had loaded his gun with
blanks. Really, it's not even taking good aim.

Have we lost our faith in the power of the gospel? Do
we no longer believe that it can touch the hearts of lost
men and women, boys and girls? Do we feel that the
story of Jesus has lost its appeal? Do we feel that we
have repeated the invitation so much that senses have
become dull? Could it be that we have offered so many
invitations to which no one has responded that now we
have come to expect no one to respond? Is this why we
have come to spend less time and emphasis on exhort-
ing people to obey the gospel? Is this why the song
leader sometimes only leads the first and last verses of
an invitation hymn? Is this why so few do obey the
gospel? I hope these questions challenge your thinking
and tug at your heart.

The gospel has not lost its power! When sown in good
and honest hearts it will bear fruit. God has promised

that it would and so it will. But let those of us who preach
and teach fulfill our responsibility. Let us not only tell
the story and teach the commands, let us exhort those we
love to obey.

E. A. “DIKE” DICUS
March 14, 1913 - November 3, 1990

On November 3, 1990, Emrold Aaron Dicus, affection-

ately known as "Dike," finished his journey in time. His
funeral service was conducted on November 7, 1990 at
the building of the Lorain Avenue church in Cleveland,
Ohio. The building was filled with his family, brethren,
business associates and friends. Interment was at Sun-
set Memorial Park. Ed Holcomb and I spoke at his
funeral.
' Dike was the oldest son of the last A. W. Dicus. His
father was widely known as a preacher, educator and
songwriter. Much of A. W.'s preaching was done in his
home state of Indiana. He was an administrator with
Florida College in its early days, and he was the inventor
of the automobile turn signal indicator. But, A. W. was
probably best known as a songwriter. He wrote several
songs but the best-known are probably OUR GOD. HE IS
ALIVE and LORD, I BELIEVE. Several of his songs were
sung at Dike's funeral.

Dike was baptized by the well-known Indiana
preacher, J. C. Roady, at the age of 12. He was baptized
at the Lincoln Street church in Bloomington, Indiana. He
was a Christian for 65 years.

Dike had two younger brothers, David of Chat-
tanooga, TN., and James of Agoura, CA. When A. W.
died, Dike more or less picked up the mantle of leader-
ship and exerted strong direction for the family. His
father had stressed education to his sons, and they
listened.

Dike graduated from Purdue University in 1936 with
a degree in Mechanical Engineering. He was something
of a "throw back" to an earlier time. He was a full-time
Gospel preacher who supported himself. Most of the
preachers of the generation before him were farmers who
preached. (It is probably more accurate to say that their
families were farmers and they were preachers. ) Dike
was an engineer who preached.

He had many titles at Anvil Industries in Cleveland.
He was Engineer, Chief Engineer, Vice President in
charge of Engineering, President, Corporate Vice Presi-
dent and a Director of Anvil Industries. He retired in
1980, though he continued as a consultant to the Corpo-
ration until his death. I said in his eulogy, "I suspect he
did more preaching than any other Mechanical Engineer
in history! Or, did he do more Mechanical Engineering
than any other preacher in history?"

When he and Martha moved to Cleveland, they at-
tended the West Side church. During that time, he did a
lot of "fill-in" preaching. When the church meeting at
Warren Road and Detroit Avenue was established, he
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began "full-time" work as their preacher. That congre-
gation is now known as the Lorain Avenue church and
Dike was the only preacher they have ever had. His
work with Lorain Avenue covered a span of approxi-
mately 43 years. He never received full support for
his preaching work with the church. Only in the last
few years did he accept any support, and that was only
after the church insisted that he do so.

Not only did he preach for the congregation, but for
the last several years of his life he served as an Elder
of the church. He is held in highest regard by brethren
throughout this region for his service to God and His
people. Only a man of such strength could have
successfully carried the burdens of husband and
father, a secular job, preaching and serving as an elder
at the same time. He was a truly unique individual. In
his "spare time" he pursued his hobbies of raising
flowers and cabinet making. With his "much patience"
he almost hand-made two Grandfather clocks, several
tables, a cradle for his grandchildren and many toys.

He and Martha (Hewett) were married in her par-
ents' home in Marion, Indiana on June 11, 1939. They
celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary with a
host of their family and friends on June 11, 1989. For
over 51 years they exempliﬁed what God intended
marriage to be. The "home" was one of his favorite
subjects. His mission was to keep the home intact,
sacred and full of love. Building on that foundation, he
knew the church would maintain its purity and har-
mony. Some of his greatest preaching was on the
Home.

Dike and Martha had two children, John and
Debbie (Mrs. Ervin Jones), both of whom live with
their families in Cleveland and attend the Lorain
Avenue church. John is now one of her Elders. They
were proud of their children and grandchildren,
Christopher, Lisa, Sarah and Rachel.

His concern for the cause in Northeast Ohio was
genuine. He had spent his life promoting Christ and
His church. He constantly urged preachers to "stick
with the basics" and "fight digression." He knew how
and when to be firm. He was esteemed very highly in
love for his work's sake (1 Thess. 5: 13).

At his funeral I said, "When I pillowed my head last
Saturday evening after learning of Dike's death, it
occurred to me that our world is a lonelier, sadder,
poorer place now that he is gone. It is now time for
those of his generation who have served God so faith-
fully, to go home. A. C. Grider is gone! Harry Pickup,
Sr. 18 gone! And, E. A. Dicus is gone! May God help us. "

If you would like to communicate with Martha and
the children, you can contact them at: 4641 West
210th Street, Fairview Park, Ohio 44126 - (216) 331-
6362. We express our deepest sympathy to this good
family.

—Lewis Willis
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Norman ‘E. Sewell

824 S, Pine St
Harrison, AR 72601

I'm sure we're all familiar with the old saying that
something is "easier said than it is done." No doubt this
saying is true, for it is much easier to talk about something
and to recognize that the thing ought to be done, than it 1s
to actually get busy and do it. It is much easier to see our
own faults than it is to correct those faults, yet this is
exactly what God requires of us. Its much easier to say
"well, that's just the way I am," thinking that this excuses
uﬁ, than to accept responsibility for my faults and correct
them.

I understand what God says about being longsuffering,
or patient as we use the word today. I know for example
that God is the ultimate example of such longsuffering

just as He is of love. Peter wrote: "The Lord is not slack con-

cerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perlsh but that all should come to repentance™ (2 Peter
3:9). Peter was writing about the return of the Lord, and
that His failure to return up to that time did not mean that
He would not come, only that God was longsuffering with
us. Well, He has been longsuffering with us for just less
than 2000 years now, and He continues to be patient
desiring our salvation. I know also that He expects me to
be patient with others, just as He is patient with me (1
Thess. 5: 14). But, to tell you the truth, this is so much
easier said than it is done.

I take no pride in the fact that I am not very patient. In
fact, when it is pointed out that I need to be more patient
I become annoyed, not because it isn't true, but because I
already know the truth of the accusation. The only alter-
natives I can see are either to just give up trylng to do
better and go on in my impatient ways, or to continue mak-
ing a diligent effort to do better next time than I did today.
And, because I want more than anything in this world to
go to heaven when that great day comes, I will continue
trying to do better.

Being longsuffering or patient may not be a natural
human reaction, but it is something that can be learned
and adopted. In Colossians 3 Paul wrote about the need for
those Christians to put away from their lives the old sins
they had lived in and put on a new character. In verse 12
he wrote: "Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, longsuffering.” There's that word again. Pa-
tience is something I can develop if I want to and am
willing to work at it. In Galatians 5, when Paul contrasted
the works of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit he wrote:
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"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance:
against such there is no law" (Gal. 5: 22-23). The fruit
of the Spirit is that which is produced in the life of a
person who allows himself to be led by the Spirit of God
through the revealed word. If I am not developing
"longsuffer-ing,." then it must be that to some degree,
and for some reason, I am not spending enough time
studying the word of God, and making proper
application of it on my own life. Further, when Paul
wrote to the Corinthians about the nature of love he
wrote: "Charity suffereth long, and is kind" (1 Cor. 13:
4). If I am not patient with others, does this mean that I
don't have as much love for others (neighbors, enemies,
etc. ) as I should?

Brethren, these are not fun things to think about.
Most of the time we really don't want to see all our
faults, and especially we don't want to have someone
point out all these faults to us. But they are serious
enough that we had better start opening our eyes and
trying to put on the "new man" or character that God
wants us to have. Maybe this seems like such a small
thing compared to murder or fornication or some other
highly visible sin, but the truth is that unless we open
our eyes and our hearts to see the way we really are we
will not grow and mature as He desires. And we may
soon start excusing these other things too.

Here are some suggestions that may help us to
change the things that are lacking in our lives. First we
need to really SEE ourselves as God sees us:; all our sins
and all our shortcomings. I think sometimes that we
Christians actually feel somewhat superior to others
when in reality we are as much sinners as anybody else,
but now we have been forgiven through the blood of the
Lamb. This doesn't make us any better, only very
blessed. Then comes the next step: correcting the thing
that is wrong. I believe praying about the problem is

very helpful; recognizing that I need God's help to be
more open to my sins and my shortcomings; praying that
I may have the right spirit to make whatever changes
are necessary. And, when I have sinned, confessing my
sin, repenting of it and praying that God will forgive me,
and He will. And third there is the determination to
fight against my weaknesses or shortcoming so that I
may be more the man (or woman) that God wants me to
be. Sometimes you just have to eat a little "humble pie"
and admit that you need to be more patient, or that you
need greater self-control, or that you need more compas-
sion for the lost, or that you need more commitment in
your life to live for the one who died for you. As I
suggested in the beginning, this is much "easier said
than done," but IT MUST BE DONE! When you start
counting the cost of following Jesus remember to count
it both ways; the cost to you in this life if you do follow
Him in everything, and the cost to you in eternity if you
don't. And while it may be "easier said than done," IT
CAN BE DONE.

a A\
Sermons on Grace

by
Robert F. Turner
128 pages, paperback
$5.95, plus postage and handling

ORDER FROM:
RELIGIOUS SUPPLY CENTER
1-800-626-5348
N 4

|
THE NEWS LETTER REPORTS

. They rehearsed all that God had done with them . .

2 — Acts 14: 27

Send all News Items to: Connie W. Adams, P. O. Box 69, Brooks, KY 40109

DUDLEY ROSS SPEARS, 1609 Parkside Dr., Bowling Green, KY
42101—(Editor's note: In the December issue of STS I had a short
piece entitled "Extreme Positions" in which I took exception to the last
paragraph of an article brother Spears had sent. It was my view that
the statement dealt with left the writer open to the charge of a
consequence which I believed to be faulty and which I did not believe
E}rl(;]ther Spears would accept. We are glad to print the following from

).

Thanks for the offer, I think I will take you up. I hope to add nothing
to any issue that drives people farther apart. I read my article again
— and again. Your statement says, "But the conclusion was drawn in
the last paragraph that when Jesus was tempted, only the outer man
was involved while the inner man remained untouched." There is
nothing at all about His temptation in the article. I didn't even use the
word tempt, tempted, or temptation.

How could someone press what I said to a conclusion that only the
outward man sins, that the inward man is untouched? The question
of Jesus' temptation, whether He could or could not have sinned, is an
entirely different issue than His nature as God and man. There may
be a relation but they are different aspects of His nature. I was dealing
with his being — not his conduct or ability.

I think that someone has to press very hard to come to the
conclusion, from what I wrote, that only the outer man sins and the
inner man remains secure and cannot sin. I certainly do not believe
this Calvinistic concept of the nature of man.

RALPH SMART, P. O. Box 56, Milbridge, Maine 04658—We are
beginning a new work in Calais, Maine, a city of some 5, 000. A couple
of Christians have moved there. They have been driving 1 1/2 hours
one way to Milbridge. Bruce Hudson, of Bangor, and I, will try to help
this new work. We will conduct services in Riverview, New Brunswick
(Canada) in the mornings and in Calais later in the day.

TONY MAUCK, 1040 Meadowland, Beaumont, TX 77706—The
Pinecrest church in Beaumont, TX has moved to its new facility on
Dowlen Road in Beaumont which will more adequately serve our
needs in the future. The Dowlen Road church has Joe Sheffield, Jason
Riley and Max Dawson as evangelists, and 16 faithful men serve as
deacons. Our membership of 250 is excited about our new work. Our
new mailing address and phone number is as follows: 3060 Dowlen
Road, Beaumont, TX 77706. Phone (409) 1996.
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KEVIN SULC, 2314 E. Hundred Rd., Chester, VA 23821—An oppor-
tunity has opened to begin a sound work in Anderson, Indiana, a city
of 60, 000, located an hour northeast of Indianapolis, just off 1-69.
Anderson is the largest populated area in Indiana with no faithful
congregation. We will be working with Alan Jones and family in this
effort. Alan is already involved in evangelistic work at the Indiana
Reformatory in Pendleton which is south of Anderson. A few months
ago, he moved to Anderson to be nearer his work. Not only has this
increased his effectiveness in the work at the prison, it has created the
opportunity for the work in Anderson itself. I will assist in the work
at the prison and also plan to attempt some evangelism at Anderson
University. We would like to also reach out to other towns/cities in
Madison County (pop. 160, 000). Most of the faithful Christians in the
county are members of the church at Alexandria. We also have some
contacts with some caught up in institutionalism. I stand in need of
some support for this effort. I will gladly supply references of individu-
als and churches who know me. I will need monthly support plus
moving expenses. If you cannot help, you could assist me by letting
others who might be able to help, know of this need. Please call me for
more information about this. (804) 452-0458.

(Editor's note: I have known Kevin Sulc all his life. His father served
as an elder of the Rivermont, VA church for several years, along with
my own father. Kevin has had several years experience in preaching
the gospel, most recently at Rivermont, VA, his home congregation,
where he had done very good work. )

BILLY ASHWORTH, Rt. 3, Box 215, Columbia, TN 38401—As of
December 31, 1990, 1 terminated my work with the Hillview
church in Nashville, TN, ending a total of nine and a half years that
Lois and I have spent with this good church. During those years we
learned to love and appreciate the brethren there. We were
wonderfully treated by them. Such fellowship with faithful saints of
God make preaching the gospel much easier, more enjoyable and
satisfying.

We look forward to placing membership and working with the
Collegeview church in Columbia where Jim Deason is doing an
excellent work. We hope to be involved in their teaching program. The
church is young but growing in numbers and enthusiasm. Plans call
for an expansion of the building to accommodate the growth. I will also
continue preaching the gospel over Radio WAKM, Franklin, TN, the
same station over which [ began preaching in March, 1955. The
church at Hillview have paid for this program each Sunday morning
from 7: 05-7: 30, at 950-AM. I will continue preaching in gospel
meet-ings, as well as by appointment. I am not "quitting preaching" as
long as the Lord spares my life. If I may be of help to anyone in this
way, you may write me at the above address, or call (615) 388-8355.

JOHN AND ANNA COPELAND, 580 Maddox Lane, Powell, WY
82435—We regret that we are no longer holding services in Powell,
WY. We have tried to get the work started here but have been unable
to succeed. We met strong opposition from the liberal church. We
thank the brethren who stopped and worshipped with us when
traveling. It meant so very much to us and encouraged us to remain
faithful to the Lord. We are trying to sell our property and move south
to be nearer our daughter who is ill and needs our help.

MARSHALL MILBURN SEWELL

Marshall Milburn Sewell, who served 35 years as an elder of the
St. James, Missouri church, passed away on September 4, 1990 at the
age of 73. He obeyed the gospel while a teenager and became a member
of the Oak Grove church which still meets for worship. On May 31,
1938 he was married to Martha Elizabeth Spurgeon. Two children
were born to this union: Norman Eugene Sewell, gospel preacher of
Harrison, AR and Sharon Ann Sewell of the home in Rolla. Funeral
services were conducted on September 7 from the Atkisson-Swinford
Funeral Chapel in Rolla by Larry Morris and Luther W. Martin.
Burial was in Oak Grove Cemetery. —Submitted by Luther W. Martin

OLEN HOLDERBY, 4265 Lakeshore Bid #18, Lakeport, CA 95453
(707) 263-3682—All readers please take note of our new address.
After living and laboring in Fresno, CA for 13 years, we have moved
to work with the small group of brethren meeting in Lakeport, CA.
Most of my support comes from outside in this effort. In addition of the
local work, the last year found us in gospel meetings in Oroville, CA.
St. Louis, MO, Tahlequah, OK, Long Island, NY and Lincoln, NE. In
October Connie W. Adams was in Lakeport in a good meeting. We

have high hopes for this area and solicit your prayers to that end.

LESLIE DIESTELKAMP, 1730 W. Galena Blvd., #102W, Aurora,
IL 60506—I began to know brother Joy Notarte in my work with his
father in 1974 and 1976-77. Since then I have had numerous reports
from American brethren, all of whom recommend him highly. His
father was one of the greatest preachers in that country—the Philip-
pines—and his three sons have carried on the great work since their
father's death. Joy deserves some help, for economic conditions there
are very difficult and the people with whom he works in various places
are very, very poor. [ wish I could help Joy myself but cannot now, but
I do commend him to whomever might be able to help in the good work
he does. Write to me for his address and information about him.

NEY RIEBER, 613 Zion Church Road, Sanford, NC 27330—The
prison work continues to be profitable. Since my last report there have
been three more baptized at Polk Youth Center. The chaplain contin-
ues to be an obstruction, but the inmates I come into contact with
recognize his tactics and this creates a sympathetic disposition
towards me which he does not realize.

PREACHERS NEEDED

BAY SIDE, NEW YORK — The Bayside church, which is located in
the north-eastern part of Queensborough of New York City, is seeking
a full-time preacher. The membership is nine with a few visitors on
Sunday mornings. Outside support will be needed, although we will
be able to supply some. Please contact Albert Dickson, 65-12 Utopia
Pkwy, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365; phone (718) 445-2773 for more
information.

EL TORO, CALIFORNIA—The church here is looking for a full time
preacher. The congregation has approximately 35 members and an
average attendance on Sunday morning of 45-55. We can provide full
support. Please contact: Saddleback Valley Church of Christ, 22600-
B Lambert St. Suite 810, El Toro, CA 92630; or phone Andy Anderson
(714) 380-1206 or Walt Halagarda (714) 768-8518.

PETER MCPHERSON, Bancroft, Ontario, Canada — We moved
back to Bancroft about four years ago to labor where we had earlier
spent seven years of work, baptizing nearly 100 people during that
time. Many of these were elderly at the time they obeyed the gospel
and many have gone to their reward. We presently have about 40 in
attendance counting children and some visitors. Two were baptized in
October. A new family of Christians is moving here in February. Since
I did not have adequate support when we returned here, I worked in
real estate and did quite well until the market went dead. The church
here is able to supply $150 a week and I have $150 a month from
elsewhere. I would like to devote full time to this work and could use
some help to that end. [ am known to Norman Midgette, Mike Willis,
J. T. Smith, Brian Sullivan, Sewell Hall and a host of other preaching
brethren.

FROM AROUND THE WORLD

I TALY—Francesco Fosci reports from Latina that on Nov. 16 another
man was baptized after studying for four months... Stefano Corazza
reports that they lost the location they had rented in trying to launch
the new work in Rome, but have now found a better one. The dollar is
now being exchanged at the rate it was 10 years ago while the cost of
living is rising. For instance, meat costs $8 to $12 a pound, turkey $5
alb., chicken $3. 65 a Ib., milk is $5. 50 a gallon, fresh fish $12. 50 a Ib.,
gasoline is $5. 60 per gallon. While Stefano has replaced some of the
support he has lost, he is still far short of what is needed.

SOUTH AFRICA—From Pinetown Doug and Sheila Bauer report
their plans to visit among individuals and churches in the USA with
whom they have been in contact for a number of years. They are
financing their own trip and would like to meet with any who are
interested in the work they are doing. They are leaving South Africa
on January 31 and can be contacted c/o O. Fred Liggin Jr., 934
Robinson Ave., Barberton, Ohio 44203.

ECUADOR, SOUTH AMERICA—Ruben C. Amador of Houston,
Texas reports on his visit to Ecuador and Brazil. Three were baptized
in Ambato, Ecuador. Attendance there runs 50-60. There are also area
churches in San Andres, Rio Verde and Ambatillo. He then reports the
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following: "There is a power struggle among the liberal preachers in
Ecuador. I was given a copy of a bulletin circulating along the
Ecuatorian Christians. Enrique Romero, the preacher for the
Guayaquil church in Quito, names himself as the 'director' of nearly
all of the churches in Ecuador. He claims that Louis McBride, a
'missionary’ with whom he is having the power struggle, is the
'direction' of just two churches in Ecuador. "Romero claims to receive
support from a church in Niceville, Florida for his personal use and
"for the work in many congregations." This Romero also claims to
control one congregation which is sound in the faith.

MONEY WITHOUT WORKING

We have seen a number of unabashed scams over the years but
recently came across one which surely takes the prize. An outfit in
Brooklyn, NY has sent out a brochure advertising a kit to help you
make money without working. It boasts "This new multilevel money
making idea will make miracles happen. We have combined two fast
moving principles for making big money without working too hard for
it... This program was created for the millions of people who want to
stop working, and start having some fun in their lives." They are
selling vitamins and they assure us that by starting off with $2 sent
to this company in Brooklyn we can end up with $93, 312 a month. Of
course, a kit with 25 newsletters which you must send out will cost you
$20 (Not to mention postage) and you can get additional kits at
increased prices, of course. All of which reminds me of what Paul said
"If a man will not work, neither should he eat. "

NO LAW

Ray Downen of Joplin, Missouri, a member of the Christian
Church, publishes a newsletter called VIEWPOINT. He delivers
himself recently on the question of authority for musical instruments
in worship and decries those who "make laws where God made none."
Hear him: "God gave no law of authority, no law of silence, and no law
against the use of instrumental music in His praise. Men have no
right, in His name, to make laws they think God should have made!"
Well now, since Paul said "Where there is no law, there is no
transgression" we can expect this gentleman to place his approval on
infant baptism, animal sacrifice, prayers to Mary and a host of other
things on which the word of God is silent. The Hebrew writer argued
that Christ could not be a priest on earth since he was of the tribe of
Judah "of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood"
(Heb. 7: 14). Silence was prohibitive there, was it not?

AMERRY HEART — GOOD MEDICINE

Tom Icard, my late brother-in-law was a man with a tremendous
sense of humor. His merry heart was good medicine to all who knew
him. His wife, my sister Glenda Icard, has written a summary of their
life together for the family to keep and I asked her if T could lift an item
or two once in awhile for this column. She readily agreed. When Tom
and Glenda first married, they rented an apartment in a large house
in Hillsboro, Ohio, then owned by Lloyd Barker who lived in the other
part of the house. Glenda wrote "One day he (Tom) locked Lloyd in the
attic with the statement that he could come out when he agreed to
lower the rent. Then Tom ran downstairs to see if Gwen wanted
anything out of Lloyd before letting him out. About that time Lloyd
appeared at the kitchen door. Tom told everyone that Lloyd was S0
tight he would jump off the roof before agreeing to lower the rent."
Well, sorry about that Lloyd, but that was too good to keep.

FLIESAND BALD SPOTS
"Early in his work at Tomlinson Run (PA), one Sunday Tom (whose
hair was thinning and who had a little bald spot on top of his head) was
being pestered by a fly. When the fly finally landed on his bald spot.
Tom stopped and said 'T don't mind his landing. It's just when he skids
that it bothers me. ' The audience broke into laughter and Tom
proceeded with his sermon.

CHURCH OF CHRIST HOSPITALS

For many years now, our institutional brethren have operated
church-supported hospltals in other countries. Why they have not
made a push for them in this country is a mystery to me, unless they
are afraid that their folks will not stand still for 1t yet. Every year, [
receive a brochure advertising a "Medical Evangelism Seminar." One
was conducted in Dallas, Texas January 4 and 5, 1991. This one was
hosted by African Christian Hospitals Foundation. The schedule lists
asection from 1: 30-3: 00 P. M. dubbed "Reports on Medical Works
of Churches of Christ" and (counting the 4: 45-5: 30 session) there
are eight different hospitals or clinics mentioned. There is the
Chimala Mission Hospital in East Africa; Clinica Christiana in
Guatemala; Nigerian Christian Hospital; Ghana Mission Clinic;
Predisan, Honduras one in Mexico; a medical clinic in Tegucrgalpa
Honduras and a report on the Haiti Medical Evangelism Campaigns.
These activities are not reported as the works of individuals but as
"Medical Works of Churches of Christ." Hospitals are good places for
the sick to go and Christians have as much right to operate them (or
work in them) as anyone else, but it is not the mission of the
church of the Lord to organize, operate or fund them. To argue for
them as a means of evangelism is to land smack in the rnlddle of the
somal gospel which argues that we must minister to the "whole
man.

SAID WHAT NOW?

In the October-December, 1990 IN WORD AND DOCTRINE,
Curtis A. Cates reports on four speeches delivered at Missouri Street
in West Memphis, Arkansas April 20-21, 1990 by Rubel Shelly. Shelly
used to be fairly conservative but has ended up out in left field. He is
one of those who has been holding hands with the Christian Church
folks more recently. Cates reports that he ridiculed "the old paths
mentality." He belittled our imitating the pattern for the church of the
first century. Said he "I reject pattern theology." He further said to
imitate the church of the first century is an "eccentricity, a foolish
thing to do." He also ridiculed the sermons great men have preached
for years on "Marks of the True Church." He also said "The church is
not the kingdom of God." "The kingdom did not come on Pentecost,
whereas the church did." Once men hunger for fellowship with the
forces of error, and once they lose their faith in the old Jerusalem
gospel there is no telling what they will think up to say next.

EDITOR SMEETING SCHEDUL E—1991
Dowlen Rd., Beaumont, Texas (3-8)
Danville, Kentucky (17-22)

Caneyville, Kentucky (24-29) April—

E. Central, Tulsa, Oklahoma (7-12)

Holly St., Denver, Colorado (21-26)

March—

May— Harrodsburg, Kentuc (5-10)
Jordan, Ontario (19 26)
June— Jonesboro, Tennessee (3-9)

Huntington Beach, California (23-28)
July— Yakima, Washington (7-12)

Sunnyside, WA (14-19)

Lawrenceburg, Kentucky (28-Aug. 2)
August—  Sycamore, Gravel Switch, KY (5-11)
Sept. —  Taylorsville Rd., Loulsvﬂle KY (8-13)
Beatrice, Nebraska (23- 29)

Oct.— Campbellsvﬂle KY (7-13)
Plainfield, Indiana (20-25)
Nov. — Spencer, Indiana (4-10)

Mesa, Arizona (17-22)

It is likely that two or three more meetings may be added to this
list though details are too indefinite now to include them here. We
would be glad to greet any of our readers who might be in any of these
areas.

IN THENEWSTHISMONTH
BAPTISMS 232
RESTORATIONS 68
(Taken from bulletins and papers
received by the editor)
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*Search the Scriptures; for In them ye think
ye have eternal life; and they are they
which testify of me’—Jjohn 5:39.
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SINSOF THE TONGUE

Man's heart is the spring from which all language
flows (Matt. 12: 34, 35). We should be careful to be
swift to hear and slow to speak (Jas. 1: 19); we should
speak to edify (Eph. 4: 29).

What The Scriptures Say About Speech

"O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil,
speak good things? for out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good
treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and
an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil
things. But I say unto you, That every idle word that
men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the
day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned"
(Matt. 12: 34-37).

"Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be
?Wllg[) to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath" (James

"Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned
with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer
every man" (Col. 4: 6).

"Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying,
Elh%t9§t may minister grace unto the hearers" (Eph.

We need a clear definition of the Bible terms used
to describe some of the sins of the tongue. The defini-
tions of these words are taken primarily from W. E.
Vine's Expository Dictionary Of New Testament
Words, and Webster's New Twentieth Century Dic-
tionary.

P.O. Box 1631
Lutz, FL 33549

MARCH, 1991

NUMBER 3

1. BACKBITING—W. E. Vine says the word
is formed from kata, "against," and laleo, "to speak."
It is used in Rom. 1: 30: "Backbiters;" in 1 Pet. 2: 1:
"Evil speaking," and "backbiting" in 2 Cor. 12: 20. The
word means, "to censure, slander, reproach, or speak
evil of the absent." (Webster's New Twentieth
Century Dictionary) The result of backbiting will
devour and destroy both the backbiter and those
against whom he speaks (Gal. 5: 15). The man who is
not a backbiter is identified as in the tabernacle of the
Lord and dwell- ing in His holy hill (Psa. 15: 3).
Among those whom God has given up because of
their evil is the backbiter (Rom. 1: 28-32). Backbiting
is slander, evil speaking of others in their absence,
and he does so openly; he is usually a liar.

2. GOSSIP—"One who runs about tattling
and telling news; one who talks too much about the
affairs of others.

Gossip is related to: 1. Idle talk—Tattlers: the
noun does not appear anywhere in the New Testa-
ment, but the verb is in 3 John 10. "Prating"—To utter
nonsense; idle accusations; empty charges. "Gossip"
would well translate the word. It is associated with a
busybody and being idle. "And withal they learn to be
idle, wandering about from house to house; and not
only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking
things which they ought not" (I Tim. 5: 13); 2.
Tattling—"Wherefore, if I come, I remember his
deeds which he doeth, prating against us with mali-
cious words: and not content therewith, neither doth
he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them
that would, and casteth them out of the church" (3
John 10). It signifies to talk non-sense, to babble; the
adjective phluaros, babbling, garrulous; to raise
false accusations.

3. SLANDER—"A false tale or report maliciously
uttered, and tending to injure the reputation of an-
other: "... and a whisperer separateth chief friends"
(Prov. 16: 28); in 1 Tim. 3: 11, the wives of elders
and deacons in particular must not be slanderers,
but sober and faithful in all things.

Slander is related to: 1. False accuser s—"With-
out natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good" (2
%’ér)n 3: 3). 2. Whisperers—(Pro. 16: 28; Rom. 1:
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Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication,
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy,
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers" (Rom. 1:
29). Speaking evil reports into one's ear; secret slander.
To insinuate, hint evil reports of others, while trying
to avoid personal responsibility. He is a very dangerous
person.

4. LIARS—(Lying - deceit), Rom. 1: 29; Eph. 4: 25;
Rev. 21: 8. Pseudes—"false, a falsehood." Used of false
witnesses, Acts 6: 13; false apostles, Rev. 2: 2; adjective
for many words; calculated to deceive; it is elsewhere
rendered "lie," John 8: 44; Rom. 1: 25; 2 Thess. 2: 11; 1
John 2: 21, 27; to deceive, not telling the truth as it is. To
deliberately tell or insinuate anything but truth; an
effort to mislead.

Lying comes from the devil (John 8: 44; Acts 5: 3, 4).
God hates liars (Prov. 6: 17); Rom. 16: 17). All liars will
receive eternal damnation (Rev. 21: 8, 27; 22: 15).

5. SWELLINGS—"Phusiosis, denotes a puffing up,
swelling with pride..., 2 Cor. 12: 20, "swellings." "For I
fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I
would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye
would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths,
strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults" (2
Cor. 12: 20). "Huperonkos, an adjective denoting of
excessive weight or size, is used metaphorically in the
sense of immoderate, especially of arrogant speech, in
the neuter plural, virtually as a noun, 2 Pet. 2: 18; Jude
16, 'of great swelling words, "' doubtless with reference
to Gnostic phraseology. It means arrogant boasters in
Rom. 1: 30. It is empty claims; pride in speech.

6. STRIFES—Several related words will be consid-
ered under this term because they belong under the
definition by Greek Lexicons and English Dictionaries.
Some are found in 2 Cor. 12: 20: "For I fear, lest, when I
come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I
shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be
debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings,
whisperings, swellings, tumults. "

W. E. Vine says: "Eris: strife, contention, is the
expression of enmity, Rom. 1: 29." Debates: used in a
good sense (Acts 17: 17; Gal. 2: 5; Jude 3; Heb. 12: 4): to
struggle against, reason with opposition. It is used in a
bad sense: contention, wrangling, quarreling (1 Cor. 1:
11, 12; 3: 3; 2 Cor. 12: 20; 1 Tim. 6: 5). It is strife, party
spirit (Gal. 5: 20; Jas. 3: 16). Other words that have
similar meaning are: faction, contention, dispute, fight-
ings, strife of words (1 Tim. 6: 4).

7.MALIGNITY—Vine says of this word: "lit., bad
manner or character,... hence, an evil disposition that
tends to put the worst construction on everything,
malice, malevolence, craftiness, occurs in Rom. 1: 29, as
the accompaniment of dolos, guile." The word signifies
depravity of heart; the act of applying words or actions of
others in the worst possible sense. The idea is to hurt,
injure and destroy others.

8. FALSE ACCUSERS—To falsely accuse one of
evil, a form of slander. "Without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good" (2 Tim. 3: 3).

9. TALEBEARING (Prov. 11: 13;26: 20-22). A walk-

(Continued on page 4)
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Editorial

Connie ‘W Adams

P.O. Box 69
Brooks, Kentucky 40109

VICTORY THROUGH CHRIST

"But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 15: 57).

I like to win. Defeat is agonizing. All that talk about
good sportsmanship is nice, but I'd still rather win! I
don't want my team to just barely win, either. I want
them to win overwhelmingly. In time of war, the pros-
pect of victory inspires the battle weary soldier and the
sacrificing citizen at home. The price is high. But the
prospect of victory is sweet.

Our text speaks of victory of far greater importance
than the mundane affairs just mentioned. This victory
is over the grave and is achieved in the resurrection. And
it is the thought of that victory which enables us to be
"steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in
vain in the Lord" (v. 58).

The means by which victory is accomplished is
"through our Lord Jesus Christ." We cannot do it on our
own. This was the confidence which inspired Paul and
he expressed it often. "If God be for us, who can be
against us?" "Nay, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us" (Rom. 8: 31, 37).
"Now to him that is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us" (Eph. 3: 20). "I can do all things
through Christ, which strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4: 13).
183}1‘[, over what shall we have victory? Victory Over
in

"All have sinned and come short of the glory of God"
(Rom. 3: 23). But that is not the end of the story. We can
have victory over the guilt of sin. Our age has psycho-
analyzed sin out of existence. Why, we are not guilty, of
all things, we are just disadvantaged! It's the fault of our
parents, or the environment, or else we will blame it on
the government. Victory over sin begins with a recogni-
tion that we have sinned and that we are guilty before
God. We will not be free from the guilt of sin by divesting
ourselves of our "religious hang-ups" or abandoning our
principles, but by respecting the law of God and amend-
Ing our ways accordingly.

The law of Moses with its sacrifices could not take
away sin (Heb. 10: 4). We have been redeemed
through the precious blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1: 18-20).
That was the price paid to free us from sin. We realize
the benefits of his shed blood in obedience to the gospel.
"Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants
of righteous-ness" (Rom. 6: 17-18).

Victory Over LifesTrials

Through our Lord, we shall have victory over
sorrow. Job was right when he said "Man that is born
of woman is of few days and full of trouble" (Job 14: 1).
Paul wrote of our God "Who comforteth us in all our
tribulation" (2 Cor. 1: 4) and in the next verse spoke
of "our consolation" which abounds by Christ. Sorrow
bows us down, but it is a great teacher enabling us to
rise up with even greater strength to serve the Lord
victoriously.

We shall have victory over difficulties. Life is full of
hills to climb, some appearing to be steeper than we can
manage. Paul learned from his thorn in the flesh that
when he was weak, then was he strong. Man's extremity
is God's opportunity. The Psalmist said "And call upon
me in the day of trouble: and I will deliver thee, and thou
shalt glorify me" (Psa. 50: 15). Our strength is small but
our God has unlimited power coupled with unfailing
love and we can win.

We shall have victory over fear. There are fears on
every hand. Will some dreaded disease overtake me?
Will I be the victim of crime? Will the banks all fail? Will
I lose my job? Will I lose my children to the Devil? What
about the earthquake? What about the war? When will
it be over? We have to be careful about fears. They
become evidences of little faith in God. Paul said "com-
fort the fainthearted" (1 Thes. 5: 14). John warned that
the "fearful" will be lost (Rev. 21: 8). So, it is imperative
that we gain the victory over fear. It helps to remember
several basic things. God is on his throne. The eyes of the
Lord are over the righteous and his ears are open to their
prayers (1 Pet. 3: 12). The kingdoms of earth pass away,
one by one, but the kingdom of heaven remains (Heb.
12: 28; Dan. 2: 44), Even if we should lose our lives to
disease, crime, war, there is an eternal reward for the
faithful. It does not all end at the cemetery. We are saved
by hope (Rom. 8: 24). "Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou
art with me" (Psa. 23: 4).

We shall have victory over theworld. "And this is
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith" (1
Jno. 5: 4). Jesus said "Be of good cheer: I have overcome
the world" (Jno. 16: 33). How did he do it? He grappled
with the powers of evil and won by relying upon the word
of God. "It is written" he told Satan. There is our help.
"Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin
against thee" (Psa. 119: 11). We can win this battle but
not by neglecting Bible study in our private lives and not
by neglecting opportunities to study and learn when
Christians assemble. The more we saturate our minds
with the word of God, the less appealing will be the
offerings of this world.

We shall have victory over death. That is where we
started. Through the ages men have asked Job's ques-
tion: "If a man die, shall he live again?" (Job. 14: 14). Our
victory will be realized in the resurrection of the dead.
Oh, I know that some sneer at such a thought. If a plastic
surgeon can remake a face disfigured in an accident,
cannot the One who made the surgeon and gave him life
and breath, reshape broken and decayed bodies into a
heavenly form? The body may be burned or torn beyond
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recognition, or disappear into the depths of the sea, or be
blown into countless fragments: but please know this:
The Almighty who made them in the first place, is able
to gather them from the ends of the earth, and reform
them into immortal and incorruptible beauty beyond
comparison. So then, the casket at the cemetery is not
the sign of defeat; it is merely the threshold of victory.
"Death is swallowed up in victory." All of that leads to
Paul's challenge in 1 Cor. 15: 58" Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord. "

"Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of
his knowledge by us in every place" (2 Cor. 2: 14). Indeed,
we are going to win!

(Continued from page 2)

ing busybody; trader in scandal. One who tells all
secrets of evil and seldom reports good. "From which
some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jan-
gling" (1 Tim. 1: 6). "Neither filthiness, nor foolish
talk-ing, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but
rather giving of thanks" (Eph. 5: 4). "It denotes more
than mere idle talk" (W. E. Vine). "For there are many
unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of
the circumcision" (Titus 1: 10).

10. CORRUPT COMMUNICATIONS—It means
shameful, disgraceful speaking; it is used in Eph. 5: 4, of
obscenity, all that is contrary to purity. "Neither filthi-
ness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not
convenient: but rather giving of thanks" (Eph. 5: 4). "Let
no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth,
but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may
minister grace unto the hearers" (Eph. 4: 29). This signi-
fies profanity and vulgarity; a conveyer of the basest
garbage and filth of the mind. "But now ye also put off all
these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy commu-
nication out of your mouth" (Col. 3: 8).

11. BLASPHEMY —As an adjective, "blasphemos,
abusive, speaking evil... "railing," As a verb, "blas-
phemeo, to blaspheme, rail at or revile, is used (a) in a
general way, of any contumelious speech, reviling, ca-
lumniating, railing at etc., as of those who railed at
Christ, e. g., Matt 27: 39... (b) of those who speak
contemptuously of God or of sacred things, e. g., Matt. 9:
3.." (W. E. Vine). "Whereas angels, which are
greater in power and might, bring not railing
accusation against them before the Lord" (2 Pet. 2:
11). "For men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, unthankful, un- holy" (2Tim. 3: 2). The noun
form: The word 'blasphemy' is practically confined to
%J.eegh defamatory of the Divine Majesty." (W. E.

ine).

To understand the meaning of these words is to
realize the horrible consequences of their use by Chris-
tians under any circumstances. Not only will the soul of
the one using these words be in danger of eternal
damnation, but the souls of many will be doomed to
eternal punishment because of their use. Any use of any
speech as characterized above is sin against Almighty
God. All such speech comes from the heart and indicates
its condition. Think on these things.

WHAT SAITH THE
SCRIPTURE?

(Rom. 4:3)
Send all questions to:
Weldon E. Warnock

100 Carriage Drive
Beckiey, West Virginla 25801

BODILY EXERCISE

QUESTION: What does Paul mean by the state-
2ne8r)lg "For bodily exercise profiteth little*" (1 Tim.

ANSWER: Quoting the whole verse, Paul says, "For
bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profit-
able unto all things, having promise of the life that now
is, and of that which is to come." The consensus of many
is that "bodily exercise" is physical training, such as
gymnastics, and that it has little significance in contrast
to godliness. Although I am in the minority, it seems to
me that Paul is speaking of the regulating of bodily
appetites and desires rather than gymnastics.

W. E. Vine said "the immediate reference is probably
not to mere physical training for games but to discipline
of the body such as that which the Apostle refers in 1
Cor. 9: 27, though there may be an allusion to the
practices of asceticism" (Vol. 2, p. 60). Paul wrote in 1
Cor. 9: 27, "But I keep under my body, and bring it into
subjection: lest that by any means, when 1 have
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway."
Hence, controlling the body in 1 Cor. 9: 27 is the same
as "bodily exercise" in 1 Tim. 4: 8.

R. C. H. Lenski wrote, "Keeping the body with all its
bodily desires well trained in the godly life is worth
something, we must even say that it is a part of true
godliness. Yet it is not the whole thing nor even the main
feature; it is only 'little' when it is compared with all that
real godliness comprises. "

Only a part of godliness lies in the body, while the
foundation of godliness lies in the spirit and its spiritual
virtues. This is why "bodily exercise profiteth little." It
just encompasses a part of our Christian life while
godliness embraces the whole, even all things.

The New American Standard version renders 1 Tim.
4: 8: "for bodily discipline is only of little profit." The
Revised Standard Version has, "for while bodily train-
ing is some value, godliness is of value in every way.
"The Greek word translated "exercise" is gumnasia
which Thayer says, "a. prop, the exercise of the body
in the palaestra, b. any exercise whatever" (p. 122).
The "any exercise whatever" could well be the discipline
(NAS) or training (RSV) of the bodily appetites in
harmony with divine regulations.

Some contend that "bodily exercise" in 1 Tim. 4: 8 is
the ascetic practices in v. 3 of the context. But
"forbidding to marry" and "commanding to abstain from
meats"
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are doctrines of devils (v. 2). Paul certainly would not
halve said that these diabolical doctrines are of some
value.

TODDLER THABLES
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DEALING WITH SIN

For the last year or two we have been considering a
number of sins such as stealing, gambling, social drink-
ing, immodesty, dancing, smoking and misuses of the
tongue. With this article we will conclude our study of
worldliness by taking a look at the question of how we
are to deal with sin. What can be done about these sins
in our own lives and the lives of others?

The answer is not as hard as some might think. In
fact, the Bible answer is rather simple.

Recognize The Difference In Law And Opinion

If the opposition to the practice of social drinking,
smoking, dancing, mixed swimming, gambling and
lying is just a matter of opinion, then these are not sin.
Remember, that sin is a violation of the law (1 John 3: 4).
If law is not transgressed, there is no sin (Rom. 4: 15).

The subjects that we have studied for the past several
months are violations of the law of God. Passages have
been given in each article that demonstrate that each
practice is contrary to the word of God.

The way to deal with these matters is not to dismiss
them by saying "that's just his opinion," Rather, it is a
matter of law which means that we are talking about
sn. The first step in dealing with sin is to recognize that
1t 1S sin.

Recognize The Consequences Of Sin

Sin has consequences that are serious. Even a brief
look at these fruits will make us want to deal with sin
properly.

1. Spiritual Death. Sin separates man from his
God (Isa. 59: 1-2). This separation is referred to as death.
The apostle Paul wrote, "Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world, and death by sin, so death
passed upon all men, for all have sinned" (Rom. 5: 12).
James wrote about the same principle, saying, "... sin,
when it is finished, bringeth forth death" (Jas. 1: 15).

2. Hél. The separation from God now is not the only
consequence. Those who persist and die in that condi-
tion will be eternally severed from God in the fires of hell
(Matt. 25: 46; Rev. 14: 10-11).

Again, Paul instructed the Romans saying. "For the
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 6: 23). Notice the
contrast between the "eternal life" on the one hand and
the "death" on the other. This death must refer to (or at
least include) the eternal separation from God. The book
of Revelation refers to being cast into the fires of hell as
the "second death" (Rev. 20: 14-15).
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Don't:

1 Ignore it. Ignoring sin does not cause it to go
away. It still remains (John 19: 41). The Hebrew writer
urges us to obey "today" because as time marches on the
chances are greater that we will become hardened in sin
(Heb. 3: 7, 13). Thus, to ignore sin would only harden
our hearts in it.

2. Hideit. Those who endeavor to hide their sin from
others and put on an appearance of being righteous are
called "hypocrites" in the Bible (Matt. 15: 8-9; Matt. 23).
Hiding the dirt under the rug doesn't remove the dirt;
it only keeps a few from knowing where it is. Hypocrlsy
doesn't remove the sin and certainly doesn't conceal it
from God.

3. Deny it. Isaiah dealt with people who called "evil
good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and
light for darkness; and put bitter for sweet, and sweet
for bitter" (Isa. 5: 20). They, like many today, had things
all backwards. Some will deny that the practices we
have been studying are sin. Others will admit that they
are sin, but will deny that they are guilty when in fact
they are guilty.

Why can we not 1gn0re hide or deny our sin? Because
the day is coming when "we all must appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things done in his body according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 5: 10).

The Child of God Who SinsMust:

1. Repent. When Simon sinned, Peter told him to
"Repent therefore of this thy wickedness..." (Acts 8: 22).
Repentance is a change of mind (Matt. 21: 28-29) that is
prompted by godly sorrow (2 Cor. 7: 10) and results in a
change or reformation of life (Rom. 6).

It is easy to see from the nature of repentance that
one who repents of sin ceases to practice the sin.
Repentance involves turning from the evil (cf. Matt.
12: 41 and Jonah 3: 10).

If the sin does not cease, there has been no repen-
tance (2 Cor. 12: 20-21; Rev. 9: 20-21). The Christian
c6108§ not continue to practice sin in his life (1 John 3:

2. Confess hissin. He must confess his sin before
God in order to obtain the cleansing by the blood of
Christ. John said, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness" (1 John 1: 9).

Should sin be confessed before brethren? We must
either (1) confess all of our sins before the brethren, (2)
confess none of our sins before the brethren or (3)
confess some of our sins before the brethren and some
merely before God. In light of Jas. 5: 16 the last of these
must be the correct answer. The text says that there is
a time to confess our sins one before another which
would rule out the idea that we confess none of our sins
before brethren. Obviously, the first possibility would
not be true, for that would mean that we confess every
private thought that is wrong.

Which sins need to be acknowledged before brethren
can be determined by how public the sin is. Public sin,
where many in and out of the church are aware of it,
glust “t)Je confessed. What other conclusion can be

rawn?

3. Pray for forgiveness. Simon was also told to "...
pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be
forgiven thee" (Acts 8: 22).

Conclusion

Two principles need to be remembered about the sins
we have been studying.

1.  Sin cannot be tolerated. Preachers, elders and all
of God's people must take their stand against sin.

2. Sin in our life must cease in order to please God
and go to heaven.

EMOTIONAL AND CHARACTER EFFECTS ON
CHILDREN OF DIVORCE

T. Doy Moyer
1422 Cloverhill Drive
Louisville, Kentucky 40216

Divorce is a tragedy for all who are involved. Many
times an "innocent" spouse is left for no apparent reason
and then has a lifetime of consequences to deal with.
Friends and family are stunned and the divorcee has to
live with the "stigma" that will follow him or her from
then on. But perhaps the worst effects will be felt by the
children of the divorced couple. Many times the children
are thought little of while the divorce 1s in process, except
for being tossed around and fought over by the selfish
couple. The parents are concerned with who will keep the
child, but really that is not in the forefront of the child's
mind. The child wants the parents back together! Yet
because of what has happened, consequences will follow
‘Itlhe child that go far beyond the problem of who keeps

im.

I speak in general terms, realizing that not every
divorce will follow the same pattern, nor will every child
react the say way. Some behave boldly as if they are able
to accept the situation. Others are quite obviously devas-
tated. But the hurt is there. There are many effects that
will be felt by the children, even long after the actual
divorce. Consider two:

1. Emotional. Divorce is a traumatic experience.
While many children try to hide the hurt, they are
quickly decaying inside. The self-image that the child
has will almost certainly go from bad to worse. He might
view the adult world as horrible, while his own world is
not much better. He feels worthless and alone. Loneliness
is almost inevitable. He is not an adult yet and does not
have the adult mental capacity to deal with problems. He
seems to be on an emotional roller-coaster that starts
down and never goes back up. Horrible thoughts go
through the mind. There is the self-pity, the deep depres-
sion, and perhaps the thoughts of suicide. Many children
have taken that route. Many try to escape the reality by
turning to drugs—any way to get away from it. Usually,
the child thinks the divorce is his own fault. Maybe if he
weren't there, the parents never would have had trouble.
Eventually, bitterness and perhaps hatred sets in. Un-
told damage is done emotionally to the child. He will
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carry emotional scars that never quit hurting. Years
passing may help some, but the emotional effects will
always be felt. I just wish for people to know the poten-
tial for emotional disaster in a child when the parents
divorce. If you know of a child going through this kind of
stress (age can range from a tot to late teenage years),
seek to help him or her. Be aware that the damage may
be so great that he or she needs professional help. Just
look at the number of kids that are committing suicide
and are hooked on drugs. Not all of this is from divorce,
but you can almost be sure that children who have these
problems come from a troubled family situation.

2. Character. Jesus taught that thoughts from the
heart determine action (Matt. 15: 18-20). Consequently,
one who has nourished his mind with depression and
bitterness will manifest that by his action. A child's
personality is developed over the years that he spends
with (or without) his parents. This 1s why parents are to
bring up their children in the training and admonition
of the Lord (Eph. 6: 4). They are to help the children
develop the character to serve God the rest of their lives.
Now you can imagine what kind of effects that divorce
will have on the character of the child. Chances are that
the child will become introverted (keep to himself, afraid
of any social atmosphere), or very extroverted (going out
of his way to get attention). Both of these extremes are
dangerous traits for anyone to develop. If a person
becomes introverted, it will be difficult for him to make
friends. If he chooses to be a Christian, he will shy away
from taking stands for truth against a majority. It will
be a battle that lasts a lifetime. On the other hand, if the
person is extroverted, he will turn people off by his
overbearing personality. It might reach the point where
he is not taken seriously. Both extremes are undesir-
able. Of course, these traits are developed by those who
have not been put through a divorce, but I believe the
potential for them to develop are greatly increased by
divorce. A child wants and needs attention. He wants to
know that he is needed and loved. He does not feel this
when his parents are divorcing. Thus, he will do what he
can to gain the attention he feels he has lost.

When a baby is born, he is in the hands of those who
will help mold him for life. Parents cannot take lightly
this responsibility of raising and training their children.
If you are among those who think divorce is an alterna-
tive when you are not getting along with your spouse
then 1) don't get married and 2) if you are married, don't
have children. If you do have children, then I pray that
you realize how important of a job you have. Remember,
example says much more than words. And if you show
your child that marriage is not important or worth
working hard for, then you have greatly failed him.

r-_--_-------—--—-1
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HAVE YOU NOT READ THISSCRIPTURE?

Jesus repeatedly and continually directed people to
the Scriptures. There was never a question with Him as
to the authoritative nature of the word of God. He raised
questions like, ""What is written in the law? How readest
thou?"; or, "Have you never read in the law?". He made
statements like, "It is written... "; and, "Ye do err, not

knowing the Scriptures... ". His constant plea was
that folks read, search, examine, and believe the
Scriptures.

In Mark 12: 1-10, we have the parable of the
wicked vinedressers. This story is something of an
allegory that parallels the history of the nation of Israel.
As the Lord reached His conclusion, He asked, "Have
you not read this Scripture: The stone which the
builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This ‘;)vas the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our
eyes'?"

The ASV is more emphatic: "Have ye not read even
this Scripture?"

Jesus seemed to be perplexed and appalled at the
ignorance of God's word that He confronted. If He
walked the earth today, I'm sure He would still be
asking: "What is written... ? Have you not read even this
Scripture?"

|. The Place and Purpose of Baptism. Some teach
that baptism is completely non-essential. Others, that it
is important, but not necessary for salvation. Our con-
cern 1s: What does the word of truth say?

Sometimes we tend to deluge people with Scripture
when we discuss such matters. Perhaps we would do
better if we focused on one statement and asked, "Have
you not read even this Scripture?" Let's take Mark
16: 16. If one will not accept this plain statement, it's
doubtful that he would accept a half-dozen others that
might be cited.

Jesus said that "He who believes and is baptized shall
be saved." Two prerequisites are here given for salva-
tion. The statement is grammatically parallel to: "He
who enrolls and is taught shall be educated;" or "He who
fights and is whipped shall be humiliated"; or "He who
marries and is bossed shall be henpecked." Obviously in
these examples, both conditions are necessary for the
conclusion to be valid. One who enrolls in school is not
educated unless he is also taught. But many quibble
that the Lord does not say in the second part of the verse,
"He who believes not and is not baptized shall be con-
demned." He only said, "He who believes not shall be
condemned." Therefore, we are told, baptism is not
necessary to salvation.
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The Lord, however, was not speaking of salvation in
the second clause. If one. desires to know what is
needful for salvation, this is revealed in the first
clause. Jesus said what He meant and meant what He
said. Had He made both unbelief and neglect of bap-
tism conditions of condemnation, then one would not
be condemned if he performed either of them. What
would happen then to one who had been baptized and
did not believe? He couldn't be saved and he couldn't be
damned!

As I heard one preacher say, "You could be baptized

till the bullfrogs call you brother, it would accomplish
nothing if you don't believe!" Have you not read even
this Scripture?
II. Jesus Christ—always the same. Those who
believe in modern-day miracles often quote Heb. 13: 8.
"Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever."
Their implication is that if Jesus performed miracles
on the earth in the past, He must necessarily be doing
the same today. Their assumption is that the verse
demands that He has not changed in any fashion.

It might do well to inquire, "Have you not read even
this Scripture?": Phil. 2: 5-7. He was in the form of God,
but was made in the likeness of man. Obviously then,
He did make a change. Heb. 13: 8 does not necessarily
imply that Jesus has never changed in any sense. But
He has not changed in His divine character. Heb. 1: 10-
12 affirms the same truth. " Have you not read even
this Scripture?"
1L The Perfect Revelation. Many today speak
of "lost books of the Bible," Others promote and
defend "latter day revelations." According to these, the
word of God has not been perfectly revealed and
preserved for all generations.

We wonder if some " have not read even this

Scripture’: Matt. 24: 35. The Lord here promised that
"heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall
not pass away. "
IV. Fun and Frolic at Church Expense. When I was
a boy and my parents obeyed the gospel I do not
remember any controversy over the mission of the
church. In the 40's and early 50's, brethren were pretty
much in agreement that fun and frolic were not the
work of the church. The denominations were de-
nounced for their perverted view and unauthorized
activities.

For several years now many churches of Christ have

been employed in the entertainment and recreation
business. We wonder if some " have not read even
this Scripture’: Romans 14: 17. The apostle
informs us that"... the kingdom of God is not food
and drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in
the Holy Ghost. "
V. Premillennial Theories. The radio preachers
continually speak of "the last days, the rapture, the
coming kingdom, the Jews being gathered to Jerusa-
lem, and the thousand year reign of Christ on earth.

I have often asked the question, " Have you not
read even this Scripture? 2 Peter 3: 8-13: According
to this passage, the day of the Lord will come as a thief
in the night. When this day comes, it will not be

followed by a seven year tribulation, or a millennial reign,
but of the passing away of this world by fire. VI.
Apogtasy Impossble? Can a saved person lose his
salvation? Many say "No!" Evidence to the contrary is
found on practically every page of our New Testaments.
But let us ask, "Have you not read even this
Scripture?': 2 Thess. 2: 1.

According to this passage, "that day" (the return of
Jesus) will not come except there come a falling away
first. If Christians cannot fall away-this leaves one in the
unenviable position of denying that the Lord will ever
return.

We would be wise to follow our Lord's example and
asking, " Have you not read even this Scripture?”

CONTRASTING VIEWS
ON PARENTAL
RESPONSIBILITY

Barney Keith

541 Midfield Street
Birmingham, Alabama 35228

Being good parents has never been the easiest task,
and that responsibility is made even more difficult by the
attitudes prevalent in an unbelieving world. Our sin-
saturated society has exerted a powerfully detrimental
influence on family relationships as a whole. The "nuclear
family" is under heavy assault from certain very vocal
feminist and humanistic organizations. The increase in
"single parent households" and the spiraling number of
"latchkey kids" portend an even greater disintegration of
many families. Our hearts should go out to those Chris-
tians who are striving to bring their children up in the
fear of God. The attitudes of the world toward parenting
are completely at odds with God's revealed truth. The aim
of this article is to point out these conflicts and to encour-
age Christians to recognize those differences and to rely
on God's instructions.

"Children are a heritage from the Lord" (Psa. 127: 3).
When He has blessed a husband and wife with children,
this "heritage" should be approached with the attitude of
Manoah, Samson's father. When told that they were to
have a child, Manoah's request of God was, 'Teach us
what we shall do for the child who will be born" (Judges
13: 8 NKJV). All parents need heaven's help in meeting
their responsibilities. This is a matter of primary impor-
tance if parents are to bring their children up in the right
way.

Attitudesto Avoid

The world would shift responsbility for child-
rearing to someone other than the parents — ba-
bysitters, the schools, government agencies, neighbors,
television, or others. Why? The causes are numerous.
First, being parents is both physically and emotionally
demanding, even exhausting at times. Some just do not
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want to be taxed that much. Too, it interferes with so
many outside activities. Some are galled at being de-
prived of their pleasures. It may be, in some cases, that
the parents want so many things that both have to work
even to "make ends meet." Children have to be turned
over to others.

Christians, however, know that God has required
them, espec1ally fathers to bring their children up in
the training and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6: 4
NKIJV). No one else can do for the children what dedi-
cated, God-fearing parents are told to do.

The world's attitude is to provide little or no
supervision, to allow unrestricted freedom of ac-
tion, and to reject the idea of corrective discipline
(corporal punishment). The potent1a1 disaster of this
attitude is seen in the wise man's words: "A child left to
himself brings shame to his mother" (Prov. 19: 15).
The Scriptures tell us that Eli's sons "Made themselves
vile, and he did not restrain them" (1 Sam. 3: 13). The
sad results can be seen by reading the whole story in
that context. The Bible still says, "He who spares his
rod hates his son; but he who loves him disciplines
him promptly" (Prov 13: 24). Read similar words in
Proverbs 22: 15; 23: 13; and Hebrews 12: 7-11.

The worlds' attitude seems to be that loving chil-
dren means giving them whatever they want
every toy in the store, all the latest designer fashions, a
car at sixteen, plenty of spending money, no curfew
rules, etc. And this is called "love"? Oné of the great
Satanic deceptions is that the more things one has, the
happier he will be. Our Lord would remind such people,
"A man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth" (Luke 12: 15). Love cannot
be bought; children cannot be bribed by this sort of
pretense. Our children need genuine love. They need
some of our time; they need companionship, aftection
and nurturing. Such gifts to our children are not tied to
money and things, but to hearts. Some youngsters will
grow up not knowing how to love a marriage partner,
their children or anyone else, simply because they never
witnessed it in their parents. The relationship their
parents had with them did not cause them to feel loved,
]ralohr did they learn the feeling of security that such love

rings.

The world's attitude is that religious, spiritual
instruction is not important. The kids can make
their own decisions whey they are old enough to do so,"
they foolishly say. The very thing that will instill a sense
of true values, God's word, they slight. The emphasis in
many homes today is on material things — sports,
recreation, physical fitness, education, making money,
and pointing children toward training themselves for
the most lucrative professions.

The most basic possession anyone can have is "un-
feigned faith" such as Timothy had (2 Tim. 1: 5).
Parents should desire this for their children above all
else. That kind of faith comes from being trained in
the sacred writings. Paul wrote to Timothy, "From
childhood you have known the holy scriptures..." (2 Tim.
3: 15). Do you wonder why Timothy had this deep,
genuine faith? Paul stated that such faith "dwelt first in
your grandmother

Lois and your mother Eunice" (2 Tim. 1: 5). What better
can parents do today than to imitate this grandmother
and mother? It is good to be concerned about the
schoolwork of children. It is even more important,
however, to be sure they are being taught what will lead
them to salvation. When children grow to maturity with
no interest in God's word, attending worship and living
righteously, it just may be because the word of God did
not mean much to their parents, was never read and
discussed in those formative years. Parents, work on
your own "unfeigned faith," and make every effort to
create it in the hearts of your offspring.

The attitude of worldly parents is to have no care
about the influence their own lifestyle is having
on their impressionable children. Many youngsters
simply duplicate what they have seen in their parents.
When the home is characterized by drinking, drugs,
profanity, marital infidelity, unscriptural divorce and
remarriage, those practices may very well show up also
in the children. When Jesus speaks of the power of
influence in His reference to the salt of the earth and the
light of the world (Matt. 5: 14-16), surely parents need to
learn that lesson. Training children in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord involves setting good examples
as well as giving verbal instruction. The home is the
chief arena where spirituality and morality are viewed
by our children. Be sure they see the right things as well
as hear them.

It is easy to be swayed by the world's standards, but
parents who love the Lord and want what is best for
their children will resist the temptation to surrender
their God-given responsibilities. Helping your precious
children reach heaven will have been worth every incon-
venience and sacrifice. May God bless those loving,
caring, concerned fathers and mothers whose hearts are
set on their task. Such parents are not perfect, and are
sometimes frightened by their fearful responsibility,
but they are striving earnestly to do their best. May they
live to see the day when those children will "rise up and
call her (them-BK) blessed" (Prov. 31: 28).

?lIIIIIIIIII ENEFEEEEINEEENREENENX

FILMSTRIPS

NEW VISUALIZED BIBLE
STUDY SERIES
Films and Cassettes
506 FC $89.95
VCR NOW AVAILABLE — $239.95

HOW WE GOT THE BIBLE
By Neil Lightfoot
Films and Cassettes
525 FC $64.95

ORDER FROM: RELIGIOUS SUPPLY CENTER
&I.‘IIII!IIIIII"I'IIIIIIMIJ,

b 0 ¢ 6000000006 H 8800 esss e ¢
I 3 T T O I A N Iﬂ



Page 10

WHAT HAPPENED IN ACTS 2?

Olen Holderby
4265 Lakeshore Bld. #18
Lakeport, California 95453

Most members of the church easily recognize the first
chapter of Acts as abridge between the gospels and Acts
of Apostles; the real story of this book beginning in
chapter two. While the second chapter of Acts is a
familiar one to most, it would seem that a very few know
what really happened in that chapter. In teaching
classes in various places, I have often ask, "What really
happened in Acts 2?" Several replies which have been
received are: Establishment of the church, The Apostles
being baptized with the Holy Spirit, Salvation being
offered for the first time in the name of Christ, and
preaching of the first gospel sermon in effect. Surely all
these things, and more, did occur; but, does that really
answer our question?

Acts 2 can easily be seen as a fulfillment of prophecy,
but what prophecy? Yes, Peter did say that Joel 2: 28-32
was being fulfilled. Is that all? Let us now read Isa. 2: 2-
3, "And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the
hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people
shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem." Let us illustrate what
Isaiah said by placing four mountains before us and
another mountain on top—the Lord's house was to be
established in the top of the mountains.

Mountain of
the Lord’s House

The reader is now asked to stop and read Dan. 2: 31-35,
and notice the mountain that was to fill the whole earth.
Daniel offers an explanation and identifies four king-
doms: Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman.
From this we can identify our four mountains (B, M-P,
G, R). The word "kingdom" basically means "sover-
elgnty, royal power, dominion, or rule." It would be of
some assistance to remember thls first of all, when the
word "kingdom" is mentioned. So, “Isaiah 2 was referring
to the simple fact that the rule of the Lord was to be sef
up—over all! We could simply write the word "rule" over
each of these kingdoms, and see the position that the
rule of the Lord was to have; it was to be over all. That
is, it would demand a higher allegiance than all earthly

powers (Ac. 5: 29). This "rule" was not to just control
the actions of men, but, "The kingdom of God is within
you," (Lk. 17: 21)—a rule from within the hearts of
men. Acts 2 identifies the beginning of the reign of
Jesus Christ, as the "King of kings" and "Lord of
lords." This was the beginning of a system that was to
bridge the gulf be-tween man and God (Jno. 14: 6).
Here, in Acts 2, Peter speaks of Christ being, "By the
right hand of God exalted" as both Lord and Christ
(Ac. 2: 33). But, let us be sure that we grasp this.

We wish to get a view of three pictures at this point.
The reader should consider these verses carefully. In Ac.
1: 9-11, we have an account of the Ascension of Christ,
His leaving the earth to return to heaven-from whence
He came.. His entrance into heaven is prophetically set
forth in Psa. 24: 7-10. Now, let us get the third picture,
that of the crown being placed upon His head, "I saw in
the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient
of days, and they brought him near before him. And
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king-
dom, that all people, nations, and languages, should
serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which
shall not be destroyed," (Dan. 7: 13-14). We may recall
that the angel Gabriel said to Mary In Lk. 1: 33, "And he
shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his
kingdom there shall be no end." No wonder, then, that
Peter said in Ac. 2; 36, "Therefore let all the house of
Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye crucified, both Lord and Christ." The
thousands listening to Apostolic preaching on the Day of
Pentecost had a decision to make; "Know ye not, that to
whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey," (Rom. 6: 16). Three thousand
got the point; and they yielded in obedience to King
Jesus. What had Isaiah said? "He shall teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa-
lem." Dear reader, do you see that what really happened
in Acts 2 was that the RULE OF THE LORD WAS SET
UP; and that all the other things were merely fruits or
results of this one great fact? Without the RULE OF
THE LORD there would have been no church, no coming
of the Holy Spirit, no preaching of the gospel, and no
salvation. The Lord, of course, does that ruling today
tzlirough His word (Lk. 10: 16; Psa. 119: 89; Heb. 1: 1-

Now, let us go back to Acts 2 and get the whole picture.
Just maybe those three thousand saw something which
we have missed. We must remember how the Jews had
treated Jesus, all the efforts to ensnare Him, the prema-
ture efforts to destroy Him, and finally their crucifixion
of Him. Truly it could be said, "He came unto his own,
but his own received him not," (Jno. 1: 11). These
Jews are now face to face with a fact which they
never expected. The very one whom they had crucified
now had all authority, He was King at God's right hand,
and to Him they were going to have to give an account!
No wonder they cried out, "Men and brethren, what
shall we do? (Ac. 2: 37). They were murderers, destined
to hell, and their only way of escape was to turn to this
One now reigning, the one whom they had crucified.
They got
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their answer in verse 38; and, in verse 41 three thousand
of them complied. What were they doing? They were
submitting to the rule of King Jesus; they were recogniz-
ing Him as Lord and King in their fives. Certainly these
became the "church;," but "church" refers to people, and
not something into which people may get! In spite of
their past, they were now an acceptable part of His
church; and they would continue to be such as long as
they lived in submission to the King.
Apostacy And Restoration

Many have the wrong idea about these two words;
they simply miss the point—almost completely!
Apostacy does not destroy the rule of the Lord, even
though men may rebel against this rule. Nothing has
happened to that rule, it is still there and people can still
submit to it, and thus become an acceptable part (be
added) to His church. Watch the expression, "Stick with
the church!" No! no! no! Stick with the Lord, with the
truth. If you will do this, you will be an acceptable part
of His church. When you fall away (apostacy), it is not,
"from the church;" but, it is FROM THE LORD, FROM
THE TRUTH, FROM HIS RULE! And that is what you
must return to. It is not, "return to the church;" but, it is
a return to, or being restored to the RULE of heaven, the
LORD'S RULE. This is true whether we are talking
about apostacy of an individual or a church Collec-
tively). Sometimes people will say, "O, I never left the
Lord, just the church." When one quits doing what the
Lord said do with reference to the church, THAT ONE
HAS LEFT THE RULE OF THE LORD—Iet us not try
to play games with the Lord.

The Invitation

When we invite people to become members of the
church, what are we doing? We are inviting them to
submit to the rule of heaven, to come in obedience to
King Jesus, to submit to His authority. If one leaves, he
has left the Lord and needs to return to Him. Ignore the
gospel and you will not be an acceptable part of His
church. We have no more of an alternative today than
did they on Pentecost. If men would really recognize the
position of Jesus as it began in Acts 2, 1 am convinced
that the scene of that occasion would be more often
repeated. And our allegiance would be recognized for
what it should be—total and complete submission to the
King of heaven—the Lord Jesus Christ. He awaits your
submission!
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