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young men while they engaged In the 
service thereof. 

Verse 18. Some of the holy vessels 
were taken at each of the previous 
raids, but at this time they were all 
taken. including the royal treasury. 
and the valuables of the princes. 

Verse 19. The temple had been spared 
through the previous years that the 
'Babylonians bad posses810n of the 
country. But even such a favor did 
not keep the Jews from their evil 
practices; now the complete destruc
tion wlll take place. The besiegers 
did not stop at the temple. but de
stroyed the city wall also. They like
wise destroyed the palaces and their 
valuabe contents, We think of a palace 
primarily as the home of a king or 
other royal person. But there was 
only ODe of such in Jerusalem, while 
this word is plural. It is from an 
original that means any high and dig· 
nified structure. There were many of 
them In the city and they were all 
burnt. The beloved city of the nation 
ot Ood; the capital ot the mighty em
pire of Da.vid and Solomon was left in 
ruins by the relentless, destructive 
power of the Babylonians. 

Verse 20. This verse Is the climax 
of the 3rd captivity. (See comments 
at 2 Ki. 24: 1.) It came after a siege 
of about 2 years. (2 KI. 25: I, 2.) In 
that siege many perished from famine, 
and when the flnal assault was made, 
many dJed by the sword. Those who 
did not perish in the attack were car
ried ot!' to Babylon to remain until the 
time of the Persian dominion. That 
event is mentioned because it coin
cides with the end of the "seventy 
years' captivity" that began with the 
4th year of Jeholaklm. (2 KI. 24: 1-4.) 
After coming to Babylon these Jews 
were made to serve the king 8S long 
as he lived. and then his successors 
until the .end ot the period described. 

Verse 21. To fulfill r efers to the pre· 
ceding verse. That ia, by remaining 
in captivity until the reign of Persia 
over Babylon, the prophecy will be ful· 
filled that was made by Jeremiah. That 
prophecy may be seen in his book, Ch. 
25: 9, 11, 12; and Ch. 29: 10. The Baby
lon1an captivity was to last 70 years, 
beginning with the 4th year of Je
holak,lm in 606 B. c ., and going to 536 
B. c. In Lev. 25 Is the law that required 
the land should rest every 7th year. 
It had been disobeyed untn the land 
had been cheated out of 70 years. The 
captivity was to give it a chance to 
"catch up:' 

Verses 22, 23. This passage Is the 
same as tbe first two verses ot the 
nut bOOk, and the comments on it 
will be given there. Tbe verses were 
attached to this book as a connecUng 
ltnk for the reader who might not 
have the Book ot Ezra at hand. This 
was possible before the books of the 
Bible were collected into -one volume. 

EZRA I 
Verse 1. Fint year 01 Cyrul. This 

means his first year as ruler over 
Babylon. He had been king ot the 
Persians for some 20 years up to the 
time ot his taking thIs city. It will 
throw lome light on this part of the 
subject to quote from Myers' Ancient 
History, pages 88, 89: ".cyrus the Great 
(558·529 B. a.Hounds a Oreat World 
Emplre.-The leadership of the Median 
chieftains was of short dUration. A 
certain Cyrus, king ot Anshan. In 
Elam, overthrew their power, and as· 
sumed the headship ot both Medea and 
Persians. Through his energy and 
soldierly genius Cyrus soon built up 
an empire more extended than any 
over whIch the scepter had yet been 
swayed by Oriental monarch, or in
deed, so tar as we know, by any ruler 
before bis time. After the conquest of 
Media and the acquiSition ot the prov
inces formerly ruled by the Median 
princes, Cyrus rounded out bls em
pire by the conquest of Lydia and 
Babylonia." A more extended account 
of the taking of Babylon may be 
found In Five Great Monarchies, by 
George Rawlinson; Vol. 3, pages 69·72. 
Between the close of the preceding 
book, and the beginning ot this. some 
51 years have passed in history. That 
space of time was what remained of 
the 70 years' captivity after tbe taking 
of Zedekiah. last Jewish kiDg to sit on 
the throne in Jerusalem. Many events 
that occurred in the course of the 
famous 70 years w1ll be referred to 
and discu8sed when we come to the 
books of the prophets. It 1s enough 
now for us to know that the captivity 
came to an end with the aame event 
that ended the Babylonian Empire, 
which was brought about by the vic
tory of .cyrus over Babylon, which Is 
mentioned above. PaSSing over the 
history of the 70 years for the present. 
the inspired writer takes up the line 
at the beginning ot the reconstruction 
in Jerusalem under the orders ot Cy
rUB. B'II the mouth of Jeremiah. The 
prophet had foretold the conquest at 
Cyrua over Babylon, which put him in 
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position to release the Jews from cap
tivity and to permit them to restore 
their eity and country. See Ch. 33: 
6-14 of the book of Jeremiah. Stirred. 
up the qirit 01 Cyru. king 01 PerS'ia. 
God has used varIous kings and other 
persons of the world, both good. and 
bad, to accomplish hIs purpose. See 
Ex. 9: 16; Num. 22 to 24; 1 KI. 19: 15; 
Isa.. 10: 5, 6. Cyrus was one of the 
good (morally) heathen kings. On 
thIs point I shall again quote some his
tory: "Almost universal testimony has 
ascribed to him (Cyrus) the purest 
and most beneficent character of any 
Eastern monarch." Myers' Ancient Hi&
tory, P. 90. Cyrus not only released 
the Jews from tbeIr bondage (yet re
taining them as citizens under him), 
but authorized them to return to their 
former country. Made a proclamation 
W8.B an offiCial order put out to the 
public noUce. but applying to the 
Jews. Put it irn writing would bEl; neces.
sary for two reasons. The dominions 
of Cyrus now were so extensive that 
the proclamation would have to be 
circulated by postman. Another reason 
was to prevent any misunderstandlng 
of the requirements. 

Verse 2. Lord God of heaven.. Cyrus 
was a heathen, but when God saw fit 
to use him be made himself known to 
him in the things he wished him to do. 
lt bad nothing to do with his moral 
character, before or after the service. 
He was used &s an instrument of God 
for a certan purpose. But in order for 
him to be available for the work, it 
was needful for God to assure him 
that he was being directed by a Being 
whom he should not ignore. Moreover, 
he was given to understand that the 
conquests he bad made over the na
tions and kingdoms were made possible 
by this very God. Given me all the 
kingdoms 0/ the earth. This was no 
vain boast, but was in fuU\1Iment of a 
prophecy of Dantel in his book, Ch. 2: 
38-4:0. It pertained to the 4: great world 
empires of which we will hear mueh 
tn later studies of the Bible. Those 
empires were, Babylonia, M.edo-Persla.. 
Greece or Macedonia, and Rome. Cyrus 
was king "of the second of these world 
empires, hence it was necessary to give 
him all those kingdoms as he just 
claimed. He announced that he had 
been charged to buUd the Lord a house 
in Jerusalem. Not that he would per
sonally supervise the work, but that 
he would eee that the neeessary pro
visions were made for the building. 
There was a poUtlcal reason for this 

official procedure. Jerusalem had been 
destroyed whlle in a state of revolt, 
and the restoration at it might be in
terpreted as an act of renewed rt
belllon. In fact the attempt was made 
to bring such a charge as we shall see 
in tbe progress of operations. So with· 
out the sponsorship of Cyrus the work 
of rebuilding would fatl. 

Verse 3. ,cyrus called for volunteers 
to take up the work which was 
charged upon bim to have done. He 
gave his good wishes for the favor of 
his (the volunteer's ) God upon him, 
and gave his royal authority for him 
to leave the borders of Persia and go 
to Jerusalem. But let it be noted that 
it was not merely a furlough to make 
a journey of pleasure. He was to go 
to Judah to build the house at the 
Lord. And since there are lords many 
and gods many, Cyrus specified what 
one he meant; the God of Israel. He 
i8 the God was not a primary ac
knowledgment of God as the supreme 
One. He meant to say that the God of 
Israel was the God to be recognized 
in Jerusalem. 

Verse 4. The Jews are no longer 
captives, for that period was ended 
by the overthrow of Babylon by the 
Persians. But they are still the citi
zens of the country that is being ruled 
by the successors of the Babylonian 
Empire. That relationship makes them 
accountable to the Persians in all mat
ters pertaining to a. national govern
ment. Even tbetr rel1gtou8 privileges 
are subject to tbe f'powers that be," 
and their exercise w111 depend on the 
w111 of the same. Fortunately, the in
coming government is friendly toward 
the people of God, just as the Lord had 
predicted by his prohpet8 that it would 
be. In taking possession of the Baby· 
Ionian Empire, the Persians also 
gained control of the countries that 
had been under the control of that 
great power, which included Palestine 
and Its adjacent territorIes. These facts 
should explain why Cyrus would have 
any business whatever in the affairs 
of the people sojourning in Cl'nI1I place. 
Since that would include men who 
would be scattered throughout the 
various provinces in the Mesopotamian 
lands In general, as well as all Syria 
and Palestine, we should understand 
this verse In the Ught of the remarks 
at the beginning of this paragraph. 
Therefore, In all of the places indi
cated, there were indlviduals who 
might be interested in the restoration 
of the Jewish interests in Jerusalem. 
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The proclamation lndicated in this 
verse was to make them teel troo to 
show their frlendUness toward that 
work. and be willing to aBsist It. It 
went further than permitting the men 
interested to lend a hand in the work. 
Such action would call tor materials, 
and Cyrus ordered that the people of 
the communities among whom these 
otbers were 8ojournin{J, were to co
operate by furnishing them with ma
terials tor the building, and animals 
that they might use in their altar 
BervieeB. 

Verse 5. Then is an adverb of time, 
reterring to the proclamation ot Cyrus, 
which was in the first year of his rule 
over Babylon and its possessions. Since 
the matter of dates has been brought 
up, I beUeve this Is a good place to 
ofter Bome explanatory remarks touch
ing the chronological connection of 
tbis short. but comprehensive book. It 
covers two ot the three lmportant sec
tions of the total reconstruction work 
that followed the "70" years. The three 
sections were, rebullding of the temple 
(under Zerubbabel), the reformation 
of the worship (under Ezra), and the 
rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem 
(under Nehemiah). The first Is cov
ered by chapters 1 to 6; the second 
by chapters 7 to 10, and the third is 
covered by the book of Nehemiah. The 
time consumed by the 11rst was 21 
years, reaching to the 6th year of 
DariuB I of Persia. Nothing much was 
done tUrther until the work of Ezra 
on the second section of the restora
tion. That began 58 years after the 
completion of the work of Zerubbabel. 
More wlll be said about that at the 
proper chapter; but now, let us come 
back to the immediate study of the 
present verse. The 10 tribes had been 
taken away by the Assyrians a cen
tury before the kingdom of Judah was 
overthrown by the Babylonians. The 
10 tribes were in practically. the same 
general territory as the others, · but 
had become more or less Interspersed 
with the people of the land, and their 
tribal distinction was not so evident. 
The 70 years just ended lett the tribes 
forming the kingdom of Judah with 
their ieadlng men st111 recognized as 
such, and they were the ones who took 
the lead in responding to the proclama
tion of Cyrus. We note that the priests 
and others or the tribe of Levi were · 
among those who answered the call of 
the Persian king. The maUve that 
prompted. them to act favorably was 
the tact that God had raisett or aroused 

their spirit. 1n other worda, they were 
going to Jerusalem to work tn the 
cause of the Lord because their heart 
WBa In the matter. 

Verse 6. In verse "' Is the order of 
CyrUS for the people with whom the 
JewB were sojourning to furnish them 
with metals and animals. That order 
was obeyed, and in addition they gave 
them things that had not been specifi
cally required. That Is what Is meant 
by the words beffile oJl that ...... will· 
inolv ot/ere4. 

Verse 7. The vessels mentioned here 
are the ones of 2 Ki. 24: 13; 25: 13·17. 
and 2 Chr. 36: 18. This conduct of 
Cyru8 was consistent with the procla
mation he had just made on bebalf at 
the Jewish nation. These sacre.d vessels 
had been taken out of the land of 
Judah by the captors, and had even 
been disgracefully used by the beathen 
king Belshazzar. (Dan. 6: 1-4.) Hence 
all the rules or war as well as moral 
justice required that they be restored 
to their former and rightful owner. In 
saying that the vessels were restored, 
exception must be made, of course, to 
the ark. It was never accounted for 
after being taken tram Jerusalem by 
the Babylonians. Smith's Bible Pic
tionary says: "It was probably taken 
captive or destroyed by Nebuchad
nezzar, 2 Esdras 10: 22 [one of the 
apocryphal books], 80 that there was 
no ark. in the second temple." SchaU
Herzog Encyclopaedia says ot the ark: 
"It was probably burnt up in the de
struction of Jerusalem by Nebuchad
nezzar; and In the YOMA [a secular 
writing], it is said that there was a 
stone in the Holy of holles on the spot 
where the ark should have stood; and 
on this stone the postex1l1an (after the 
exlle) high priests set the censer!' 
The vessels that were etUl available 
will be numbered but not named In a 
following verse. 

Verse 8. N"Kmberea means he inade 
a Ust or invoice of the article. with 
the knowledge or his own treasurer, 
and turned over to Sheshbazzar who 
was a leading man or the Jews. That 
action was tor the protectton of Cyrus' 
reputation as to honesty. 

Verses 9-11. A charger Is a basin to 
hold liquids and other loose matter. A 
bason. is defined by Strong as "a cov
ered goblet" Second. _ort is said ot 
them because they were for a less im
portant use. This Is a clear instance 
of the thought in 2 Tim. 2: 20. These 
vessels were not in the tabernacle 
buUt by Moses. Solomon was permitted 
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to enlarge over the work done at Mt. 
Slnat, which Is why we read of so 
many things here that are not to be 
found in the tabernacle service. This 
assortment of vessels was placed in the 
hands of Sheshbazzar who was a 
prince; that is, a leading man of the 
land of Judah. He was made respon· 
sible for the transportation of the 
precious articles. as the group of Jews 
went out of the land of their captivity 
to their own country, whose eapital 
was Jerusalem. 

EZRA 2 
Verse 1. Province is from MEDlYNAH, 

and Strong defines it, "properly a 
judgeship, I. e. jurisdiction; by Impli· 
caUon a district (as ruled by a judge): 
generally a region." The land of Judah 
had been taken over by the Babylo
nians, and they in turn had lost it to 
the Persians, who had the "jurlsdic· 
tion" over it at the time of which we 
are studying. That Is why it is referr.ed 
to as a "province." The statement 
means that the "children" or people 
who are about to be named, belonged 
to the province of Judah. A record 
was kept of births, makIng a notaUon 
of the city where the birth was regi&
teredo And when this exodUS of former 
citizens took place out of the land of 
their captivity, each man returned 
u nto hi.t cUy. 

Verse 2. Ca.me with. Zef"U.bbabel is 
so worded because he was the chief 
man in that group, and the one who 
took the lead in rebuilding the temple. 
Nehemiah was not the one In the book 
ot that name. It was common for more 
than one man to have the same name. 
smith's Bible Dictionary says of this 
man: "One of the leaders at the first 
expedition from Babylon to Jerusalem 
under Zerubbabel." MordeCGi. This 18 
another name that might bave referred 
to more than one man. Some authors 
make U mean the same as the one in 
the book of Esther, others say it was 
a different man. Either view could be 
correet since the ev~nts connected with 
the hitltory of the two all happened 
wltbin the possible span ot a lifetJme. 
The men named in this verse were 
leadere tn the ex-pedltlou. The tl.umber 
of 'he men who came with them wlll 
be given in several following veraes. 
The ones named in the beginning of 
the several verses were family heads, 
and their descendants through several 
branches of the famUy "tree" are 
enumerated. It w1ll not be necessary 
In every ease to asstgn a paragraph to 
a. verae. 

Verses 3·35. This long group of 
verses Is what was meant by tbe re
marks at the close of the preceding 
paragraph. No information would be 
given were I to make separate com· 
ments on each verse. The ones that 
wUl be made will be more or less 
general. Children. The flret tmpre8~ 
sian tbis word makes on us Is that It 
refers to a man's bodily otrsprlng. It 
Is proper that It should be so taken. 
However, let it not be forgotten that 
it may, and frequently does have a 
les8 definUe meaning. I believe it w1ll 
not be amiss to copy the deftnition of 
the original word that Is in the lexi
con. It fs from the Hebrew word BEN, 
and Strong defines it thus: "& son (as 
& butlder of the family name) , tn the 
wide~t sense (of Uteral and tiguraUve 
relationBhip, including grandson, sub
ject, nation, Quality. or condition. etc." 
In the A. V. it has beeD translated 
by arrow, bough, branch, breed, calf, 
chlldren. colt. foal, man, one born. 
people, son. them of. whelp. youth and 
others. The way it is used tn these 
verses it means all of the members of 
the family tree whose head hl 'the man 
named in the beginning of the verse. 
The Jews had a rule of being· listed 
in the registers on file In their par
tlcula.r f'home town." See Luke 2: 3, 4. 
Following that rule. these various 
family groups settled In their own 
proper city upon their return from 
their captivity. 

Verses 36·39. Any man who was a 
lineal descendant of Aaron was eltglble 
for the priesthood. It had been 80 
many centuries sInce the time of start· 
ing said priesthood that many branches 
or the family had come into existence. 
The men named in tbis paragraph 
were BOrne of those branches. 

Verse .0. All priests were Levltee, 
but not all Levttes were priests. Hence 
the registers would be filed in separate 
classes. Some men who would not be 
permitted to act as priests, even though 
they weTe of the tribe of Levi, yet 
were authorized to perform certain 
special services; for that resson they 
were noted in the I1st. 

Verse O . Smith's Bible Dictionary 
saya there was a school or group of 
musical composers that was founded 
by Asaph, and they. are the ones meant 
in this veree. When the more elaborate 
servtces were formed in the days of 
David and Solomon, these professional 
singers were enlisted for the exercises. 

Verse 42. The porters were janitors 
Or gatekeepers. Their work .was con· 
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sidered necessary and they were given 
a place on the recorded program. 

Verses 43-54. The Nethinims were a 
class of servants given over for the 
rougher work about the temple. They 
had no official status, but waited on 
the men who were conducting the ser
vice of the house of God. There must 
have been a considerable number of 
them, for this paragraph lists the de
scendants of 35 men who were classed 
in that service. VVe do not have any 
definite statement of the tasks they 
performed. A fair example of the kind 
of service they did Is the case ot the 
Gtbeonites in Josh. 9: 21-23. I do not 
mean these people were put in the 
same rank as the Nethinims. They 
were of a foreign blood while the 
Nethinims were Israelites. But the 
nature of service that was exacted of 
them will serve as an illustration of 
the kind of work done by this par
ticular class of servants that hap
pened to be called Nethinims. 

Verses 55-57. The persons men
tioned here were distant descendants 
of the individual servants of Solomon. 
The Nethinims were generally required 
to render service wherever and however 
needed about the temple. But Solomon 
had appropriated a number of them 
for his use as king, and the classifica
tion was continued to be recognized. 

Verse 58. The special servants for 
the king were named above, but the 
number was reserved to be given in 
this verse. 

Verses 59. 60. These towns were in 
the country of Babylon, and some of 
the Jews had been stationed there, but 
they were not able to prove their rela
tion to Israelite blood. However, they 
were at least given the "benefit of the 
doubt" to the extent of being given 
what Is popularly called "honorable 
mention" in our language. 

Verses 61.62. It had been established 
that no one should be allowed to have 
part in the priesthood but those in the 
blood line of Aaron. The Lord was 
very particular about this; so much 
so that he afflicted an otherwise good 
king with that most loathsome of dis
eases, leprosy, because he presumed to 
participate in the rights of the priest
hood when he was not in that class. 
(2 Chr. 26: 18.) There were certain 
persons who the inspired writer says 
were children of the priests. Yet they 
could not show their "birth certificate" 
and consequently were excluded from 
the group that would be allowed to act 
in the priestly service. As polluted 

does not mean that they were con
sidered as actually polluted. But the 
dignity of the priesthood was so great 
and the Lord was so particular abou t 
it, that people whose blood relation 
was doubtful were as objectionable for 
that office as if they were literally 
polluted. 

Verse 63. Tirshatha is the original 
word, spelled out with English letters. 
The definition in Strong's lexicon Is, 
"of foreign derivation; the title of a 
Persian deputy or governor." But that 
would not mean that this man was a 
Persian by blood. We recall that while 
the period of the captivity was over, 
all the people were still the subjects of 
the Persian Empire the same as other 
citizens of a country would be. That 
would account for the fact that the man 
authorized to take the lead in the move
ments would be called by the name 
used in the text. The evidence is, how
ever, that he was of Jewish blood and 
understood the principles of the Mosaic 
law. The Urim and Thummim were 
the objects placed in the garments 
worn by the priest. See Ex. 28: 30. 
They were used in some supernatural 
manner in receiving communications 
from God (Heb. 1: 1), but were useless 
except when in the hands of the priest. 
(Num. 27: 21.) The persons mentioned 
in the preceding verse were excluded 
from the priesthood because of uncer
tain birth. Now the governor appointed 
by Cyrus to supervise the operations 
was not going to authorize any per~ 
formance of the services until the law
ful men showed up. They would be 
the men having the right to the priest
hood; to handling the Urim and 
Thummim, which would be impotent 
in any other hands but those of a 
priest. 

Verse 64. It must be understood that 
the number of the whole congregation 
means the leaders or heads, similar to 
the numbering in Num. 1: 46 and 26: 
51. What I mean is, the comparison 
between these various numbers will 
give a fair estimate of the size of the 
congregation at the different times reo 
ferred to. By such a comparison it is 
evident that the population was con~ 
siderably reduced in course of the cap
tivity. The ravages that were made 
into the personnel as well as the popu
lation in general accounts for this cut· 
ting down of the list. This was to be 
regretted, but at the same time the 
fact fulfilled several predictions on 
the subject. More than once the Lord 
had predicted that his people would 
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be exposed to the hardships ot cap
Uvlty. which would destroy their sons 
and daughters, as well as their old 
men and women. But in connection 
with such warning and predictions, he 
also ga. ve them the assurance that a 
remnant would be salvaged out at the 
wreck of the years. On this subject, 
which is a mixture of Joy and sadness, 
Bee 2 KI. 19: 30, 31; r .... 1: 9; 10: 20, 
21; Jer.23: 3; Ezk. 6: 8; Micah 2: 12. 
This prediction Is written in many 
other places which will be noted In 
the studies of the prophetic books, to 
be considered in a later volume of this 
Commentary. 

Verses 65·67. The whole conoregation 
mentioned in the preceding verse was 
independent ot these secondary per· 
SODS. But the large number of Buch, 
as well as the goodly number at ani· 
mals, all shows the prosperous state 
at the Israelites in spite of their long 
exile In a heatben land. Another point 
Is in evidence, and that is the kindness 
at the nation that had the jurisdiction 
over them. Instead of cutting them 
down to a mere token. and driving 
them out with a be-gone-and·the-sooner
the-better attitude. Cyrus sent them 
out with his bleBBing, and with ftnan· 
cial aid. 

Verse 68. Gratitude at least would 
have prompted these tathers to make 
this contribution for the Lord's work. 
They had been treated very kindly by 
the Persian government. and the ma
terials furnished them were in order 
that the Lord's work in Jerusalem 
could be advanced 

Verse 69. The amount of these ofter
ings Is stated whicb Js great. How
ever. that would not entitle them to 
any special credit were it not for the 
fact that It was after their ability. 
That is the basis upon which all ot the 
offerings in the New Testament are 
to be made. See 1 Cor. 16: 2; 2 Cor. 
8: 12. 

Verse 70. Atter turning over the 
possessions In their hands to the work 
for which they had been given them, 
they retired to their homes. It Is in
teresting to note that the several ranks 
and grades ot the nation respected 
the assignments belonging to them as 
to residence. for It says they dwelt in 
their clUes. 

EZRA S 
Verse 1. Seventh. month of the first 

year of Cyrus' rule over Babylon was 
the time meant. The people of various 
~l~s had taken up their resi~ences 

In the citles that bad been shown to 
be their proper location. Then, having 
been thUB settled so that their (aromes 
were cared for, the people next turned 
their attention to the city from which 
they had been taken 70 years betore. 

Verse 2. Since the altar service was 
the subject of Immediate interest, it 
wa.s fttting that the men ot the priestly 
rank take the lead. Zerubbabel was 
the leader and main man to super
vise the work of the tirst section 
of the restoration. When Nebuchad
nezzar flnaUy destroyed tbe temple. it 
would be expected that he had wrecked 
tbe furniture at It also. The ve88els 
that he took were the smaller articles 
of the service. such as bowls and 
trays that were used tor eating and 
drinking purposes. Now then, in order 
to reinstate the sacrificial worship, It 
was necessary to erect an altar. They 
had not offered any sacrifices to God 
while in captivity. This Is a fact not 
known or realized by many Bible stu
dents. The nation was sent into cap· 
tivlty because ot the sin of worshiping 
idols. and that consisted chiefly tn 
offering sacrifices to them, either ot 
animals or other material tbings. One 
of the things to be accompl1shed, by 
tbe exile in a heathen land, was their 
being completely cured of the sin of 
idolatry. In keeping with that object. 
they were not permitted to offer any 
sacrifices to God whHe in captivity. 
This subject, the various predictions 
pertaining to it. and the history that 
shows the fulfillment, will be treated 
at length in the volume ot this Com
mentary that contains the study of 
the prophetic books. For the present, 
the reader is cited to the following 
passages. Deut. 28: 36; Isa. 1: 10-15; 
2: 18·21; 43; 22·28; Jer. 33: 8; Ezk. 
20: 38; Hos. 2: 17 ; Micah 5: 13; Zech. 
7: 4-6. It wlll be seen, when all the 
history has been consulted, that the 
Jews were entirely weaned from idola
try when they came back trom the 
captivity. And since they were not 
permitted to offer sacrJfices during 
those 70 years, it is easy to under
stand their earnestness In renewing 
the lawtul service when the way was 
opened up to them. 

Verse 3. BMes is trom a word that 
the lexicon defines as meaning a ped
estal or a spot. Moffatt's translation 
gives us "spot," and the footnote In 
the American Revised Version says 
"spot." The Idea Is, the people were 
In fear because or the kind ot men and 
women whQ were i~ thai country, The 
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Jews bad great faith In their God, and 
reUed on his protection In Urnes or 
danger. But they understood that the 
Lord required something in the way 
of service before bestowIng his favor 
on his servants. The most evident 
form of faithful devotion was in the 
anima) sacrifices on the altar. There
fore. they lost no time In getting the 
altar to. its place to begin the service. 

Verse 4. As fast as they could, they 
resumed the national ceremonies. The 
teast of tabernacles properly came In 
the 7th month, which was the month 
now reached. So they kept this feast 
"" it I. written (Lev. 23: 34). In ob
serving this festival season they needed 
to follow the Jaw to the number. and 
accordi.n.g to the cuatom. This custom 
Is recorded In detail In Num. 29: 12·34. 

Verse 5. The continual burnt offering 
was another name for the '-daily Mcrt· 
lice." (Ex. 29: 38-42.) Both doe. not 
apply to the otrering just described. 
It is a Biblical way of saying that 
something was to be done in addition 
to what was just described. It Is as tr 
it read, "And afterward .. , offering, 
also of the new mOODS," etc. The 
thought Is the fact that the people 
were so glad to be again in their own 
land where they could worship the 
true God, that they attended to all of 
the ordinances as completely as the 
circumstances would permtt. In addi· 
tion to the specified ordinances reo 
quired, the people volunteered other 
sacrifices. 

Verse 6. From the fir8t day would 
be in accordance with the law of 
MOBes. The new moon was a holy day, 
also the beginning ot the month (1 
Sam. 20: 24, 27). and that called for a 
sacrifice; hence the statement In this 
place. The work of building the temple 
would require much more time than It . 
would take to arrange for these sera 
vices, therefore they did the latter be
fore starting on the major task before 
them. Such is the significance of the 
closing sentence of the verse. 

Verse 7. Having got the altar wor· 
ship under way, the people turned 
their attention to the great work of 
rebuUdtng the temple. They had been 
allowed to take money with them when 
they left Babylon, and they expended 
It on the workmen employed in the 
building project. Tyre and Zidon were 
clties In the country or Phoenicia. the 
territory that produced the ramous 
cedar trees, celebrated In Btory and 
song. Solomon had procured this wood 
from the king of Tyre (or the first 

temple, and now the Jews turned to 
that source for the same kind ot tim
ber. Bea of Joppa means the seacoast 
of Joppa. that city being an important 
shIpping port on the Medlterranean 
Sea, From there the timber would be 
floated in rafts to some suitable port 
accessible to the territory of Judah. 
ACCOrding to the grant reters to the 
permission that Cyrus gave the Jews 
to obtain materials for the building, 
and to pay tor them with money ob
tained in the land of Persia proper, or 
other places under the same rule. 

Verse 8. Second. year . • . to set for· 
ward the 'WOrk of the 'MU8e of the 
Lor-d. This Is a Droper place to make 
some remarks as to dates and names, in 
order to keep the rUn of things clearly 
in mind. It should be borne in mind 
that all the civlltzed countries, prac· 
tIcally, were under Persian rule at the 
time of which we are studying. What 
the Jews did was under the authority 
of various Persian kings, because the 
land ot Israel had been taken over 
ftrst, by the Babylonians, and they bad 
given way to the Persians, making 
them the government over all lands, 
including Judah. Some of the Persian 
kings were favorable to the Jews and 
some were not. I wtlI suggest that the 
reader draw a chart tor reference while 
studying this and the following book. 
Make the chart as tollows, with 6 per· 
pendlcular columns. At the top of the 
columns wrtte the dates 536-529; 529-
522 ; 522·521; 52H84; 484-464; 464-415. 
These numbers show the beginning and 
clOSing dates, B. c., ot the reigns of the 
PerSian kings named tn the several 
colUmns. Next, put the (oHowing names 
in the 6 columns, from lett to right: 
Cyrus, Cambyses, Smerdis, Darius I, 
Xerxes, Artaxerxes. Some of these men 
had other names In the Bible, and to 
keep the matter clear, put the follow· 
ing names In parentheses under the 
ones I shall denote. In the 2nd column 
write AhasueruB, 3rd column write 
Artaxerxes, In the 6th column write 
Longlmanu8. This last name, however, 
is not in the Bible. but Is a name given 
him by secular writers as a sort or 
nickname, meaning "longhanded." But 
it Is well for us to use it to distinguish 
him from the Artaxerxes In the lrd 
column. Now, having arrartged your 
chart, have tt near and put the Infor-
matt on on it as I suggest while going 
on with the study. The first notation 
is in the tlrst column as follows: "1st 
year, edict of Cyrus to rebuild the 
temple." Let it be understood that aU 
references to 1st or 2nd or any other 
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Year, mean such a year of the period 
indicated by the dates at the top of 
the column. We have reached the 
second year ot the 1st column in our 
study, but the notation to be made in 
addition to that just indicated, will 
be suggested a few verses down. 

Verse 9. The men named are the 
ones of Ch. 2: 40. Set forward the 
workmen meana they put them at their 
work, to get the nouse ot God under 
construction. 

Verse 10. Now make the following 
notation in the first column ot the 
chart: "2nd year, the foundation of 
the temple 1s laid." The manual labor 
ot the foundation was accompanied 
with the praise service ot the priests.. 
They were m t1J.eir apparel which sig· 
nifies they put on their priestly gar
ments, and gave the service of blowing 
the trumpets, which were instruments 
similar to our cornets as to the man· 
ner of playing. Even a Levite would 
not have the right to wear the special 
garments unless he belonged to the 
priestly famny. That is why the writer 
mentions the priests in connection with 
the apparel, then adds his reference to 
the Levitea who used the cymbals, 
which were instruments of metal. and 
used to make a loud sound by beating 
upon them in rhythmic count with the 
trumpets that were being played by 
the priests. Not all or just any ot the 
Levites were used this Ume, but those 
who had belonged to that group of 
musical composers known as the SODS 
ot Asaph. This muslcal program was 
alter the ordtnance Of David. See 1 
Chr. 6: 31; 16; 4, 7; 25: 1, 2. 

Verse 11. They sang by cour8e which 
means they sang in sections; Dot all 
ot them sang at one time. That method 
prevented confusion, so that the people 
could respond intelligently to the ser
vice. They did so, for it says all the 
people .hOuted with a great .hout after 
this praise service. The first word is 
from BUWA. and defined u a primitive 
root; to mar (espectally by breaking); 
figuratively to sp11t the ears (with 
Bound), 1. e. shout (for alarm Of 
joy.) "-Strong. The last word Is from 
TDUWAlI, and Strong's definition is, 
"clamor, 1. e. acclamation of joy or a 
battle cry." Taking: the central thought 
of the words as a basis, the whole 
expression would properly be worded, 
"the people made the ears to vibrate 
with thetr acclamations ot joy." The 
cause of all this demonstration was the 
fact that ~he IOlLnd4/icm 01 the /lOlLS8 
Of the Lord. was lat4, which gave a 

foresight of the restoration about to 
be accomplished. 

Verse 12. This verse furnishes a 
practical il1ustratlon of an old B8.ylng 
nameJ'y: "Much depends on the view· 
point." All of the people were looking 
at the same object, yet some ot them 
were made to weep, while others 
shouted. for ivy. The former were the 
older men who could remember the 
temple that had been destroyed by the 
Babylonians. Whtle the present one 
was good, it was intertor to the Orst 
ODe, and that caused them to weep in 
regret at the contrast. The latter were 
the younger ones who were contrast· 
ing the brightness of the prospects In 
view ot the foundation, with the de· 
jected situation they had been in for 
so many years in captivity. That was 
what caused them to be JOYous. This 
Bubject is treated in Hag. 2: 3. 

Verse 13. This indicates that the 
crowd was almost equally dIvIded, 
either as to the number in each group, 
or 1n the volume ot theIr expreSSion 
or feelings. 

EZRA" 
Verse 1. The people designated as 

the adversaries were the classes who 
had been brought in to occupy the 
country after the Assyrians took the 
10 tribes away into captivity. For In
formation on this subject see 2 Kings 
17. Doubtless they had grown to be a 
numerous band in the two centuries 
that had gone by since then. In that 
time the captivity ot the kingdom of 
Judah also had taken place, and these 
folk probably thought that they would 
have continuous and undisturbed 1)08-
session of the whole land. 

Verse 2. Envy wa.s certainly the mo
tive for the proposition these aaver· 
saries made. If any glory should come 
from this building project, they wanted 
a share in it. There was some truth 
in theIr claim about sacrUlclng to the 
same God that the men of Judab wor
shtped. On this potnt let the reader 
again read. caretully, the account that 
Is given in the 17th chapter of 2 Kings. 
n wlll be seen just to what extent 
these people sacrificed to the Lord. 

Verse 3. Zerubbabel was the leader 
or superintendent of the construction 
work of the temple. The other men 
reterred to were under him and had 
some prominent part in the work. The 
motive that prompted these adversaries 
to make the proposition they did would 
have made it wrong to let them into 
the work. But a sttll greater reason 
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existed for refusing them. They were 
adverBOrie, according to the inspired 
writer. and it would have been unsafe 
to permIt them to have such an Im
portant connection with the sacred 
building. Another thing, Cyrus did not 
authorize any but the Jews to do this 
reconstruction, and that would have 
made tbem intruders to employ them 
as they suggested. Zerubbabel and his 
co-workers were true both to God and 
to Cyrus. They informed these people 
that it was the MUle of our God, which 
would make it inappropriate tor the 
Lord'B adversaries to take part in it. 
They also stated that their operations 
were according to the commandment 
of the king of Pe rsia. and thus the 
whole project was not only a work of 
God. but was In barmony with the 
higbest temporal authority over them. 

Verse 4. This short verse is a gen· 
eral statement of the activities of the 
local citizens who were the adversaries 
of God's people. It merely says they 
weakened their hands, which means 
they "slackened" their hands in the 
work. It does not state how it was 
done, and that wIll be learned in the 
following verses. But before going on 
with the reading, make another nota
tion In the first column of the chart 
as follows: "The work was hindered 
all the rest of the reign." 

Verse 5. Hired counsellors would be 
about what we would mean were we 
to "employ an attorney." They wanted 
these counsellors to help devise some 
way ot hindering the work of the 
temple. Frustrat e means to "break 
up." One translation of the word in 
the A. V. is, "cause to cease". This 
verse makes a general statement ot 
the length of time the hindrance lasted, 
but some following verses wtJI give 
more details of the wicked actions. 

Verse 6. This Ahasuerus Is at the 
head ot the 2nd column of your chart. 
In this reign these adversaries con· 
tinued their OPPOSition to the work of 
erecting the temple. No further detail 
is given of what they did except to 
write a letter to the Persian king in 
power at that time, whOBe name was 
referred to above. The notation to be 
made in this column Is, "Work on the 
temple Is still hindered." 

Verse 7. Artaxer.xes Is at the head 
of the 3rd column of your cbart. His 
reign was short, but much was done 
in that 1 year. The letter written by 
the counsellors to the preceding Per~ 
sian ruler had its desired etrect by 
causing the work to be hindered. Those 

who did the writing in the preceding 
reign were the hired counsellors and 
referred to by the pronoun "they." 
Whether the persons named in this 
and some following verses were the 
same men, we do not know. But we 
do know that they used their influence 
In behalf of the adversaries ot the 
Jews. They wrote a leUer to Arta· 
xerxes the Perslon king, who. we 
should bear in mind, was then in 
Babylon. The letter was written in 
the Syrian tongue, which was another 
form of Aramean. These two words 
are used somewhat interchangeably In 
the Bible, and yet there is a dlstinc· 
tion that should be recognized at times. 
or confusion will result. 1 will Quote 
from history a few paragraphs for the 
information ot the reader, and he is 
requested to reter to thie verse and its 
comments when there is occasion for 
the informaUon. "Aramaic languages 
are so called from At'am, a geographi· 
cal term which in old Semitic usage 
designates nearly the same distriCts 
as the Greek word. Syria. Aram, how· 
ever, does not Include Palestine whUe 
it comprehends Mesopotamia. (Heb. 
Aram of two rivers), a region which 
the Greeks frequently distinguish from 
8yria proper. Thus the Aramte Ian· 
guages may be geographically defined 
as the Semitic dialects originally cur· 
rent in Mesopotamia and the regions 
extending S. W. from the Euphrates 
to Palestine." Britannica, Vol. 2. p. 307. 

"EtymologIcally. 'SyrIa' 1s merely an 
abbreviation of 'Assyria,' a name wbich 
covered the subject lands at the As
syrian empire. the 8ubJecl-lleople beIng 
alap called 'Syrians.' Afterwards, in 
tbe Graeco-Roman period, the shorter 
word came to be restricted to the 
territory west of the Euphrates. the 
designation 'Syrians,' however. being 
given to the great mass of the Semitic 
population dwelling between tbe Tigris 
and the Medlterranean. who are more 
accurately called Arameans." Britan· 
nica, 22·821. 

"Aram. which occurs in Scripture 
with the same frequency as Asshur. 
Is. like Asshur, a name concerning the 
application of which there" is no doubt. 
Our translators alm08t always render 
the word, as did the Septuagint tnter· 
preters. by 'Syria' and the term though 
etymologically quite distinct, is beyond 
a doubt. in its use by the Hebrew8. a 
near equivalent for the 'SyrIa' of the 
Greeks and Romans. It deSignates a 
people distinct from. yet closely allied 
with, the Assyrians, which, In the re-
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motest Urnes whereto history reaches, 
was established tn the valley of the 
middle Eupbratea, and in the tract be
tween the Euphrates and the Medi
terranean. This people, known to it
self as Aramean. continued the pre
dominant race in the country to the 
time of the Mohammedan conquest." 
.Raw~in8cm, Origln of Nations. p. 234. 

"Between the Quter limits of the 
Syro-Arablan desert and the foot ot 
the great mountain range of Kurdistan 
and Luristan intervenes a territory 
long famous in the world's history, and 
the chief site of three out of five em
pires 'of whose history. geography, and 
antiqulttes It is proposed to treat In 
the present volumes. Known to the 
Jews as Aram-Naharalm, or 'Syria of 
the two rivers'; to the Greeks and Ret. 
mans 8S Mesopotamia, or 'the between
river country.' .. Rawlinson, Five Great 
Monarchies, Vol. 1. P. 2. See also, in 
same volume, pp. 43, 179, 236, 262. 

These men were subjects ot the Per
sian power, but were of Syrian origin, 
henc~ they wrote their letter in that 
tongue. But since their kIng was a 
PerSian, they realized they would have 
to send along also a Persian transla
tion or -the letter. That is what is 
meant by the words interpreted in the 
Syrian. tongue. 

Venes 8, 9. I do not know just how 
many dltrerent persons had a direct 
part in writing the letter, but evidently 
all of these who are named bad some
thing to do in forming the epistle A 
ohanceUor was an important olllclal 
in the employ of a king. A scribe 
corresponded to our secretary. The 
dimcult names in verse 9 are some of 
the groups that bad been brought into 
that country after the 10 tribes were 
taken into captivity. The account of 
this transferring of the foreign clans 
is recorded in 2 Kl. 17. 

Verse 10. In the account given by 
the writer of 2 Kings, Esarhaddon, an 
important king of the Assyrians, is 
said to have brougbt these people over 
to Samaria, while here it says Asnap
per was the man who did it. But there 
Is no dl11lculty on that subject. A king 
or other leading man is saId to have 
done a deed, wben he has it done by 
one of his 01llcers. Smith's Bible Die· 
tionary bas this to say on this matter: 
"Asnapper (swift), mentioned in Ezra 
4: 10 as the person who settled the 
Cutbaeans in the citles of Samaria. 
He was probably a general of Eaaf
haddon." After giving all those names, 
representing the various groups ot per-

BOns cooperating in sending this letter, 
the writer sums up by the words and 
at Bucn tim.e., which corresponds to 
our "etc." 

Verse 11. This verse is the intro
dUction to the letter, with a general 
salutation that includes without nam~ 
ing, the various groups of people join
ing In the epistle that is addressed to 
the king of Persia. Their introduction 
concludes with the same words that 
mean "etc." 

Verse 12. Jerusalem had rebelled 
against the kIng of Babylon (2 KI. 
24: 1), and had paid the penalty tor 
It by being destroyed and ita people 
taken Into captivity. But that was 
over 80 years prior to this date. In 
that time the captivity bad been ended 
and the capti ves had been given au· 
thority to do the very thing they were 
doing at the time this letter was 
planned. We should not become con
fused over mention of the walls as 
being set up. We know that it was in 
Nebemiah's time (75 years later) that 
the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt. 
The walls mentioned here refer to the 
waHs forming the foundation of the 
temple. It is true the adversaries 
teared that the entlre city with ita 
walls would be restored. But their im
mediate concern was for the walls of 
the foundation of the house. The lan
guage in Ch. 5: 3, 9, 16 and 6: 14 shows 
they used the word wall in connection 
with the house of the Lord. 

Verse 13. These adversaries com· 
plained that if the work of the Jews 
was allowed to go on to completion, 
then the city would become indepen· 
dent and break off all diplomatic rela· 
tions with the king. It i8 remarkable 
how forgetful an envious mind can be. 
At the start of this work, these very 
adversaries proposed helpIng with it. 
Now they claimed that such work was 
in rebellion against the king. Before. 
they pretended they wished to join in 
the work because it was on behalf of 
the God whom they all served. Next 
they opposed having the work done 
at all because of their loyalty to the 
king of Persia. When a man so glar
ingly contradicts himself, it i8 evident 
that he does not have an honest basis 
for his activities. 

Verse 14. If either of the two mo
tives these men stated was the true one, 
it was the first . Their SUPDOrt might 
be cut off if the king should lose some 
of his revenue. Selfishness was the 
true sentiment that prompted their ac'-
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Unties. but they pretended to be con
cerned about the king's bonor. 

Verse 16. The paragraph contained. 
in this verse states some truth and 
Bome error. What trutb it baa is used 
In a ' way to make a false impression. 
It was true that the nation of which 
Jerusalem was the capital had opposed 
other provinces, but it was because of 
their evil ways. It Is alao true that 
tbe city was destroyed when it re
belled agaiost the Babylonlans. But in 
reterring to those facts, the writers 
connected events that were many years 
apart. and which occurred by tar dif
terent causes. When the city was de
stroyed, it was done by the nation 
tbat God caused to come against it. 
And that was done in punIshment tor 
their taking up the corrupt practices 
of the very kind of people who were 
writing this letter to the Persian kIng. 
In asking the king to search the om· 
cial records, they went tar enough 
baek to omit the later accounts. that 
showed the authority tor the present 
work that the Jews were doing. That 
record, however, will be brought to 
light before the case Is ended. 

Verse 16. The previous warning was 
repeated and summed up in the words 
hatle '1W portion this side 01 ,the river 
(ot Euphrates). They meant that it 
the government in Jerusalem was al
lowed. to be reestabl1shed, it would 
again take possession at all the terri
tory west ot the noted river. 

Verse 17. The warning and sugges
tion at the letter had the effect in
tended by its authors. The king of 
Persia was intimidated into having the 
omcial records examined. All kings 
and other rulers keep an account of 
the transactions within their realms, 
and ot other countries In any way 
connected with them. But king Aria
xerxes did not cause a complete search 
to be made; be looked only tor the 
Item that was suggested to him by the 
letter. Having done so, he sent an 
answer, and this verse is the tonnal 
salutation to the persons whose letter 
18 being answered, the ones named in 
verses 8, 9. Peace, and. at such a time 
Is a friendly expression as a part at the 
salutation. Morratt'8 translation con
denses the whole pbrase into "Greet
tngs, etc." 

Verse 18. Plainly read means the 
letter was interpreted to the king so 
that he could understand it in his (the 
Persian) language, it having been writ
ten in the Syrian tongue (v. 7). The 
whole performance as to the composi-

tiOR or this letter and the accompany
ing explanation, might well be de
scribed 88 the act at handing a student 
In a foreign language a sentence to 
translate, and with it handing him a 
vocabulary. The difference in tbis case 
is, the servants made the application 
ot the vocabulary tor the benefit ot 
the king. 

Verse 19. This verse repeats prac
tieally what the letter declared (in 
v. 16) . 

Verse 20. Thi8 verse makes the re
port even stronger than did the letter. 
It admits that mighty king, bad ruled 
in Jerusalem. A very important item 
in the Persian record is the declara
tion that the government at Jerusalem 
had ruled over all the countries be
yond, the (Euphrates) river. That was 
promised to Abraham (Gen. 16: 18). 
and actually realized by Solomon (1 
KI. 4: 21). So It I. Interesting to find 
the Persian records corroborating those 
In our Bible. 

Verse 21. The command directed to 
be given would be a royal dccree and 
effective at once. However, an inti
mation was made that the king was 
tak1ng the subject under advisement 
for turther investigation. He lett open 
the prospects at another order that 
might cbange the one just given. We 
shall find that it did take place, but 
not in the reign at this king. 

Verse 22. The urge tor strict obedi
ence ot the edict was based on the 
welfare at the kings, meaning the 
kings at the Persian Empire. The 
question of what was right or wrong 
was Dot considered; only the advan
tages ot these heathen rulers were 
given consideration in transmitting the 
royal decree. 

Verse 23. Here is another place to 
make a. marking on the chart. In the 
Srd column write as toUows : "Work 
on the temple 1s stopped by order ot 
the king." The promptnes8 or the men 
when they received the order is signi
ficant; t,hell went wp in haste. Another 
thing that should be noted Is, they 
made the work to be stopped by force 
and POWef'. The first word Is from 
EDBA and the definition at Strong Is, 
"Anorthographical variation tor DE&A; 
an a.rm, 1. e. (HguraUvely) power." 
The second is trom CHAyIL and Strong 
definee it, "An anny, or strength." 
The thought Is. they were compelled 
to stop by physical force that was 
backed by the military units at Persia. 
The Jews would not cease to work 
upon the mere order ot these coun-
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sellors. They bad already had a test 
ot that kind, when they had the pro
posal to help in the buUdtng project. 
(Va. 2, 3.) There is no Indication that 
the amelal letter was read or even 
shown to the Jews. They were told to 
cease a work that they knew had been 
ordered by a former king of Persla, 
bence were doing what they knew to 
be lawful. But when physical force 
was brought against them, the only 
tblng that CQuld be done was to stop. 

Verse 24. This verse glves the au
thority for the notation Just made In 
the 8rd column of the chart. By com
paring the dates at the head of the 
chart. It wUI be seen that the work lay 
Idle tor two years. 

EZRA S 
Verse 1. P,hen applIes to the date 

stated In the closing verse of the pre
vious chapter; the 2nd year of Darius. 
He is the man whose name you have 
at the head of the 4th colUmn of the 
chart. You have him deSignated as 
Dartus I, which Is correct. He Is known 
also In secular history as Darius Hy
sta.spes. He was thus asSOCiated with 
the name of his father to distinguish 
him from a number of other Persian 
rulers named Darius. He was a good 
man, morally, and showed the same 
attitUde toward the Jews as did Cyrus. 
He had a long retgn, and it was tn his 
2nd year that the work on the temple 
was resumed. The verse says that Hag. 
gal and Zechariah Pf'cn>hesietl. Strong's 
deflnition of the word is. u a primitive 
root; to prophesy, 1. e. speak (or sing) 
by inspiration (in prediction or simple 
discourse)," This deflnltion wHl help 
U8 understand the verse as a whole, 
especially when we have read the pas· 
sages that wi1l be eUed soon. The 
verse gIves the mere fact ot these two 
prophets' speaking as the reason the 
Jews resumed the work. Now. I urge 
that before reading further in the 
present book, the student read Haggai 
1, a:pd Zechariah 1: 1-17. Be sure to 
read these passages carefully and more 
than once, then you will be prepared 
to understand the chapter we are 
studying. Although Cyrus had given 
the Jews the right to rebund the 
temple to their God, they had let the 
threatening of the adversaries inter
fere with their work. The edict of 
Cyrus had not been repealed, for the 
Persians never canceled one of their 
laws, except by enacting a new one 
that would counteract the old. But 
there was no evldenee that what the 

ad,ver8arie8 said to them was a law 
enacted by the king. Therefore, they 
should have paid no attention to it. 
lt is true that force was brought to 
bear on them which they could not 
resist at once. They should have called 
for an investIgation (as was done 
under Darius as we shall BOOD . see). 
and then gone ahead with the work. 
But they were Hke many professed 
ChrIstians. It some "unavoidable" cir
cumstance causes an interference In 
their devotions to the Lord, they wUl 
otten become loditrerent toward theIr 
duty, and begin to show more Interest 
in their personal atrairs, just as these 
Jews did, as shown in the passages 
cited In the prophetic books. Then it 
becomes necessary for some man of 
God to get after them and rouse them 
to action. That is what these prophets 
did, and it produced the deSired effect 
on the leaders. Now the reader should 
be prepared to understand the verses 
to follow the one of this paragraph. 
But before going further, put this no
tation in the 4th column of the chart: 
"2nd year, work resumed on the temple 
by order or the king." The basts for 
that notation will appear soon. 

Verse 2. Then rOle up means they 
became active after the two prophets 
deUvered theIr messages. The mes
sages contained exhortation and warn
ing, and brought the Jewish leaders 
to realbe how negligent they had 
been, and how nearly they had come 
to bringing the wrath ot God upon 
them. Zerubbabel was a leading man 
of the tribe of Judah. and as general 
supervisor of tbe building. Jeshua, 
otherwise spelled Joshua, was a high 
priest, and hence a member of the 
tribe of LevJ. These two men repre
sented the material and religious In
terests ot the nation at the time of Its 
restoration. Began to bu.ild signUies 
they resumed the work of the house 
of God, that was stopped at the founda
tion 15 years before. The prophets 
helped them with their exhortations 
and' encouraging speeches, addressed 
to the helpers of the work. 

Verse 3. Phis side the river means 
'West ot the Euphrates. The Persian 
Empire had spread out over the clvI
l1zed. world which included the terri
tory trom the great river to the land 
of Palestine. Such a vast country could 
not be personally supervised by the 
king Or any other one man, but had 
to be "sublet" to other rulers. All of 
them would be subject to the chief. 
Tatnat was one of those rulers, and 
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Shetharboznai was an oftlcer under 
him. These men had some companions 
as helpers. and they were all concerned 
with the interests of their king in the 
territory placed under them. Their 
attention was called to the work going 
on in Jerusalem, and felt called upon to 
investigate. The circumstances show 
that it was a better motive that 
prompted these men in their activities 
than that of the ODeS in chapter 4. 
Those persons were envious, and did 
not make a sincere effort to get the 
right thing done. These last were 
true servants of their king, and were 
honest in their performances. They 
approached the group engaged in the 
work of the temple and asked for their 
authority in the building project. 

Verse 4. The wording of this verse 
in the A. V. might be a little con
fusing. It sounds as if we were asking 
for the names of the workmen, but 
certainly that would not be true. Who
ever the "we" represents personally, it 
means the ones connected with the 
work, and they had no reason for ask
ing such a question. Instead, they 
were asked the names of the workmen, 
and the verse means to say what they 
told Tatnai in their answer. The 
American Standard translation words 
it, "then we told them," etc. The 
thought is, Tatnai not only wanted to 
know the authority for the work going 
on, but also the personnel of the men 
in charge of the work. 

Verse 5. Tatnai and his fellows did 
not presume to interfere further with 
the work until they had communicated 
with their king. Tne ey'e of God rwa8 
u.pom. the elders'. This accounts for the 
conduct of the Persian officers as stated 
in the beginning of this paragraph. So 
the work was to continue, pending 
word from the king. 

Verses 6, 7. This paragraph intro
duces the reader to the letter that was 
sent to the King of Persia. The parties 
sending the letter were the ones who 
had made the investigation of. the 
work going on in Jerusalem. 

Verse 8. The expressions in this 
verse indicate that some progress had 
been made with the building. Mention 
is made of timber, which would not 
be put into the foundation. Great 
stones is rendered "stones of rolling" 
in the margin, and Strong's lexicon 
defines the word for great, "from a 
root corresponding to GALAL; weight 
or size (as if rolled)." It is an inter
esting subject, based on one of the 
methods "se4 in. ancient times fqr 

raising huge stones to their places' in 
the buildings, in the absence of cranes 
or derricks, such as are used today. A 
ramp or sloping roadway was buUt of 
earth, the highest point of which 
reached the surface of the preceding 
course In the wall of the bunding. The 
stone was then rolled over and over 
on this ramp, with the aid of strong 
levers, until it reached the top where 
it was skidded into its place in the 
wall. The ramp was then lengthened 
and raised to correspond with the 
height of the previous stone, and an
other was rolled up the ramp to its 
place. This procedure was continued 
until the desired height of the wall 
was reached. The great God was not 
said in derisioD. We wtll recall that 
after the captivity of the 10 tribes (2 
Ki. 17) some people from an outside 
territory were brought in to occupy 
the country. They adopted a mixed 
religion that included a nominal recog
nition of the true God.. The term used 
did not indicate all that we would 
mean by its use, but to them it was 
a proper way of designating the God 
of the place where the reported work 
was going on. WOrk goeth fast on was 
said to impress the king with . the 
urgency of the case. 

Verse 9, 10. These verses correspond 
with 3 and 4, and need no further 
comment. 

Verse 11. This part of the answer 
from Zerubbabel is not given in the 
first account of the conversation, but 
is made a part of the letter to the king. 
The Jews said they were the servants 
of the God 01 heaven and earth, while 
the expression originating with Tatna! 
was merely the great God. The ditrer
ence will be recognized it you will re
read the remarks in the preceding 
paragraph, explanatory of the expres
sion of the Persian governor. He did 
not know about the God of heaven as 
we recognize him, but did think of 
him as the God of the temple. The 
great king that was mentioned by 
Zerubbabel and here repeated in the 
letter to Darius, was Solomon. 

Verse 12. This is more of the answer 
of Zerubbabel to the inquiry of Tatnai. 
It is not likely that many persons who 
made this answer to him were Uving 
at the time of the captivity. But all 
such matters were put into the records 
and could be read by interested ones. 
This was a truthful though brief state
ment of the sad downfall of the king
dom of Judah at the hand of the king 
Qt Rabylcm, th~ C1f,aldean. 'rhese two 
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terms Ire agaitt USQd in the same can. 
nection. Babyloh was the name of the 
territory. and Chaldean was the name 
of a prominent people who were in 
possession of Babylon at the time of 
which we are studying. 

Verse 13. The letter omitted the 70 
years of the captivity, and came di
rectly from the beginning of the 
period's start to 1ts ending. First year 
01 Cyrus means the first year after he 
had taken Babylon; he bad been a 
ruler over the Persians about a score 
of years before. The dates at the top 
of the chart show only his rUle over 
Babylon. The letter states tbat Cyrus 
made a decree the first year he came 
Into Babylon, that the houee should 
be buUt to the Lord in Jerusalem. 

Verse 14. We desire to keep our 
"bearings" and understand who Is who, 
and why the various names Bnd places 
are used In sueh elose connection. For 
this purpose I shall make a brief state
ment on the subject. At the time the 
kingdom of Judah was captured, the 
territory around Babylon was In con
trol of the Babylonians, otherwise 
called Chaldeans. At the time when 
the people of God had "served out their 
sentence" of 70 years, the territory 
had changed rulers and was under the 
Persians. When Cyrus the Persian 
came -Into power In Babylon, he found 
the Jews there. as a man would find 
a bird In a cage that he had captured 
f rom another man. And, just as a com
passionate man would open the cage 
lind' let the bird go free, so Cyrus per
mitted the imprisoned Jews to have 
their freedom. To use the illustration 
further, as the compaSSionate man 
might take the Interest to provIde 
a suitable nest for the bird, so did 
Cyrus use his advantage as king to 
help the Jews Ond a desirable home 
Bnd headquarters. If there ' were ar
ticles or service found in the cage that 
the bird could use In hjs new home, 
the good maD would' transfer them 
thereto. Accordingly. Cyrus found some 
vessels In the cage (Babylon) that 
really belonged to the prisoners, and 
that had been taken from their native 
home, These were restored to the right
ful owners, but to insure their sate 
transportation, they were put Into the 
bands at his own officer, which the 
text caUs a governor. The margin ren
ders it "deputy," which is eVidently 
correct, since Tatnai was govenor over 
the territory west of the Euphrates 
River, 

Verse 15. Don't forget that we are 

sUll reading the letter that was sent 
to Darius. In which the edict of Cyrus 
made 15 years betore Is being re
counted. 

Verse 16. The letter goes on to state 
that the edict at Cyrus had been re
spec ted; that the toundation was laid 
and the work on tbe building started. 
Since that time . . , been in building 
.. . not finished. These words mean 
that work had been held up tbrougb 
the years, but W&a again being put 
forward. 

Verse 17. Thus far the letter was 
giving a true report at what Tatnai 
learned when he investigated what 
was going on in J erusalem. Also, what 
was told him upon his inquiry for 
their authority for what they were 
doing. Having made the report. the 
authors at the letter wrote a clOSing 
Daragraph, in which they requested 
that the royal records be consulted to 
see It the Jews were correct In their 
claims. It was also requested that the 
king return word as to what he wished 
to have done about the matter. 

EZRA 6 
Verse 1. Acting on the request ot 

Tatnai. Darius ordered a search to be 
made for the account ot the decree at 
Cyrus, It is significant that the royal 
records were kept jn the same house 
where the treasury was, which Indi
cates they were valuable. 

Verse 2. Not all at the records were 
kept in one city. After looking through 
the ones in BabyJon, they went to 
Achmetba, otherwise called Ecbatana, 
where they found a record. Strong says 
that this city was a summer capital of 
Persia. The verse say!!!, however. that 
it was in the province of the Medes. 
The mention of this w1l1 : call for some 
explanation, and it will require some 
secular history to get the subject clari
fied. T.I;le tull tiUe tor the government 
we are now considering is the Medo
Persian, or, as It is more familiarly 
spoken, the Medes and the Persians. 
It will now be useful to quote some 
history. "Kinship of the Medes and 
Persians.-It was in very remote times 
that some Aryan tribes, separating 
themselves trom the other members of 
the Aryan tamily, sought new abodes 
on the plateau of Iran. The tribes 
that settled in the south became known 
as the PersIans; whlle those that took 
possession of the northwest were called 
Medes. The names ot the two peoples 
were always closely aasociated, as 1n 
the tamutar legend, 'Tbe law ot the 
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Medea and Persians, wbich altereth 
not:" Myers' Ancient History, p. 88. 
See also, Herodotus, 1-130. "The lead
ership of the Median chieftains was of 
short duratlon. A certain Cyrus, king 
of Anshan, in Elam, overthrew their 
power, and assumed the headship of 
both Medes and Persians." Myers' An
clent History. p . 88. In the light ot 
these historical facts, we shOUld under
stand wby some of the royal papers 
of the Persian Empire would be found 
In a city of the Medes. 

Verse 3. Sure enough, they found 
the report ot the J ewe to be true. The 
record said that Cyrus had issued a 
decree in bls tlrst year in Babylon, 
favoring the rebuUdlng of the house 
of God in Jerusalem. The decree even 
specified the size of the bunding that 
was authorized to be built, with some 
other detane. 

Veree 4. This veree etipulates some 
of the materials to be used, and au· 
thorizes the king's treasurer to turnish 
money for the bouse, out of the royal 
resources. 

Verse 6. This decree agrees wlth Ch. 
1 : 7-11. which is a statement of what 
Cyrus did regarding the vessels be
longing to the house ot God. The 
present verse shows that the king had 
good foresight in providing against 
future misunderstandings. He was not 
saUsfied just to have the work done 
while he lived and could personally 
enforce h is orders, but had the decree 
made a part of the omcial record for 
the protection of tuture generations. 
We can Bee the wisdom of his acts 
now that Darius Is called upon to 
settle the dispute. Had the adversarries 
who flrst opposed the work been as 
fair as Tatna1 and his aides, the work 
would have been completed long ago. 

Verse 6. UP to this point in the re
turn letter, the king has been relating 
what be found In the omclal records; 
that It was In harmony with the claim 
of the Jews. From this on the letter will 
contain hie own decree In the matter. 
It 18 directed to the offlc1als who sent 
the letter of inquiry. In order that no 
hindrance be had in executing the 
decree, the omcera are mentioned by 
name. Beyond the river means the 
same river as thia aide of the river. 
The difference Is In the point from 
where the expression is made. The 
former is now made from the east side 
of the Euphrates, while the latter was 
from the weet side. Be ye far from 
thence Is a nice way of telling them to 
get out of the way of the work. 

Verse 7. They not only must get 
away from the work as far as being 
objectors, but must not hinder it in 
any indirect manner ; they must let 
the 'Work Of this house 01 GolL alone. 
They were not even to Insist on par.. 
tictpaUng In the work as dId the a(f... 
1Jersarie.r in Ch. 4: 2, but ret the Jewa 
do it. 

VerBe 8. While his officers were not 
to dabble In the work, they were or~ 
dered to furnish support in the way of 
materials. Not out of their personal 
property, but to draw on the treasury 
ot that part ot the realm bevond the 
river for expense money, and give it 
to the leaders of the work among the 
Jews. 

Verses 9, 10. Great empires always 
keep accurate accounts of the things 
going on in their realms. We have 
seen that a record was kept of the 
Jews and the treatment done to them. 
That would necessarily include the 
account of their captivity and the oc
casion for it. And after being brought 
Into the land now being ruled by the 
Persians, thoae people had been pre
vented from practicing their religious 
services of sacrlftcea and offerings. But 
God had opened the hearts of -the 
heathen kings and caused them to see 
the righteousness of restoring the 
temple to the unfortunate J_ews. It 
was appropriate, therefore, that the 
services belonging thereto be restored 
also. For the purposes of their temple 
service, the decree of Darius was ex· 
tended to the order for animals for the 
altar, and otber things needed in their 
congregational activities. Darius did 
not dictate what animals were to be 
selected, but left It to the priests at 
J erusslem.. It Is noteworthy that the 
king requested prayer to be offered for 
him. That was a lawful request. In 
Jer. 29: 7 the Jews were instructed to 
pray In behalt ot the city ot their 
cap\lvlty. and In 1 Tim. 2: 2 Is the 
command tor Christians to pray tor 
temporal rulers. ThIs is all In keep.ng 
with other teaching regardIng God's 
interest In secular governmet;lts. -Dan. 
Z: 21; 4: 17 says that God takes a haud 
in governments ot the . worl~. It_ 1s 
proper, therefore. that the people of 
God shOUld pray tor those rulers. 

Verse 11. It is an established prin
ciple that a law without a penalty is, 
in reality. no law at all. 'On that ba..eis 
it was consistent for the king of, Persia 
to attach a penalty tor the" violation of 
his decree. And It was In a very ;im'· 
pressive form ' tn which the ottender 
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was to be punished. He not only was 
to be executed by banging, but was 
to furnish the material for bis own 
gallows. HOU8e be made a dunghill 
means that the place where hlB house 
had stood was to be used as a place 
for refuse. 

Verse 12. Caused. hi, name to dwell 
there. The last word refers to the 
temple that was to be rebuilt by order 
of the king. He thus is offering an 
indirect prayer to God, asking him to 
support the Persian decree by punisb
ing aU persons who try to vIolate it. 
The whole document was made bind
ing by the signature of Darius. 

Verse 13. Upon receipt of the letter 
trom the king, Tatnai, who was gov
ernor of the terrItory west of the Eu
phrates, and bis aides, proceeded to 
obey the decree. It Is worthy of note 
that they dId 80 speetU!lI. 

Verse 14. This verse is a grand sum
mafY ot the progress made In the re
building of the temple. In one para
graph all the factors are grouped that 
contributed to the flnal completion 
of the work. That took In the eXhorta
tions of the prophets, the command
ments of God, and the various decrees 
of the Persian rulers who were frIendly 
toward the Jews. The Artaxerxes men
tioned is the one at the head of the 
6th column of the chart. Thus far in 
our story he has not ftgured 1n the 
case, and wUl not for 68 years. But 
since the verse Is a general statement 
of the fortunes of the Jews, the In
spired writer could include the part 
this Persian will play In their afl'airs, 
for be will prove to be an important 
person in tbe matter. 

Verse 15. This verse is short but 
very informative. The house was com
pleted in tbe 6th year ot this king 
Darius. The work on it was resumed 
In hI. 2nd year (Ch. f: 24; 6: 1. 2). 
Hence the work on the body of the 
house was done during 4 years of the 
reign ot Dartus I. Here Is the place to 
make another notation on the chart. 
In the 4th column write, "6th year, the 
temple was completed." Whlle at the 
business of marking the chart, make 
the following notation in the 5th 
column : "The Ahasuerus of the book 
of Esther according to most authors." 
Some eomments will be offered OD this 
subject when we get to the book of 
Nehemiah or Esther. 

Verse 16. Four classes of persons 
are named as taking part in this ded-i
cation or setting apart of the temple. 
The first 18 a general eI&88; child"", 

ot Israel. The priests, meaning the 
part ot the tribe ot Levi that descended 
trom Aaron, In the second class. The 
third is the trIbe ot Levi as a whole, 
and fourth. any indIvIduals left out In 
the ones mentioned above, but deSig
nated as being among the captivity 
ltteralJy. Some Jews were permitted to 
remain In Palestine durIng the 70 
years. Theso people. of course, were 
enslaved under the Babylonians, but 
not actually taken into the land pos
sessed by their captors. 

Verse 17. The offering of Bin of!er
ing8 was not especially an acknowl
edgement of sin, although they had 
enough sins charged up against them 
to call for such sacrifices; but certain 
otterings were thus dealgnated. regard
les8 of the purpose for which they 
were given. Special attention is called 
to the word twelue In connection with 
the tribes of Israel. There i8 a doc
trine In the world to tbe effect that 
the 10 tribes were lost In the captivity. 
and as yet have never been found. 
Well. the services that went on at this 
dedIcation, were under the supervision 
of the priests. They certainly would 
have known it, had these tribes been 
lost. And if so, they would have had 
no occasion tor counting them when 
providing the sacrifices according to 
the number 01 the tribe8. 

Verse 18. There is no practical dif
ference between diviaiOM and course' 
as used here. There was some work 
that the 1)rie8ts only could do, being 
of the tamlly of Aaron. The other 
Levites had a more general line of 
duty, yet could perform some things 
that no other tribe could lawfully do. 
Also, the number of eligible men in 
both kinds had grown 80 numerous, 
that it became necessary to have them 
serve In turns aDd sections. A part of 
the arrangement tor the courses or 
turns of the priests had been flxed by 
David (1 Chr. 24: 1-19), which was far 
this side of Moses, yet with the ap
proval of God. Theretore, Q.8 it i, 
written. in the book 01 M08e, refers 
only to the .ertrice. not to the turns 
or courses. The outstanding thought 
we should get out of this paragraph 
Is that of good order or system. That 
is taught In the New Testament. (Col. 
2: 5.) 

Verse 19. CM/etTen 01 tile captluitll 
means the chlldren ot Israel that had 
just , come back from the land of the 
captivity, having been released by 
Cyrus. 

Verse 20. Purified together retera to 
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the law ot Moses that required aU per
-SODS to be clean, both actually and 
ceremonially. before they were per
mitted to pa.rtake of the feasts. See 
Num. 9 : 6-11 and 19: 11-22. These pas
sages give the general requirements 
8S to uneleanne88. aU conditions com· 
ing under the rule must comply with 
the law for ceremonial cleansing, These 
members or the tribe of Levi bad at
tended to the demands of the law, 
thereby qualifying them to prepare 
the passover for the others as well as 
for partaking of It themselves. 

Verse 21. The children of Israel who 
had come up from Babylon had to be 
purified according to the law. There 
were otbers who bad been living In 
the land of Palestine and thus In con· 
nection with the heathen. 01 the land. 
These last named persons bad sepa
rated t11.em8elvea unto them. This 
means the ones who had been living 
tn Palestine in the midst of the idol
aters at the country, complied with 
the law at puriftcation, then joined. 
themselves to the ones lately come tn 
trom Babylon. All of them together 
took part In the great feast. mutually 
rejoicing tn the tavorable situation. 

Verse 22. The feast of unleavened 
bread was kept immediately following 
the passover. (Ex. 12: 18·20; 13: 7·9; 
Dellt. 16: 3. ) POlitlcally speaking, the 
"land of the capti vi ty" was a Persian 
territory and ruled by Persian kings. 
But tram a geographIcal standpoint it 
was the old country at Assyria. That 
is why we have the expression king 01 
Assyria, r eally meaning the Persian 
king. He had 8trengthenect their hands 
as we have seen in this chapter, by 
furnishing them materials, and it was 
a time of great rejoicing among the 
people of God. Not only because their 
term at exUe had been terminated. but 
the former oppressors were in power 
no more. 

EZRA 7 
Verses 1-5. Af ter the8e th.ingg refers 

to the events of the preceding chapter. 
The small blank space on the paper 
between that and the present chapter 
represents more time in history than 
would seem possible, for it is an "in· 
terval of 58 years. The dates at the 
top at your chart wlll show that to be 
the correct figure, but on such an impor
tant matter some quotations trom au
thentic sources wlll be proper. I shall 
cite the tollowlng tram Smith's Bible 
Dictionary: "Ezra, Book of, is a con
tinuatton at the books of Chronicles. 
The perIod covered by the book is 80 

years, trom the first of Cyrus, B. c. 536, 
to the beginning at the 8th of Arta
xerxes, B. C. .56. It consists at the 
contemporary historical :)ournals kept 
trom time to time, containing, Chs. 
1-10, an account ot the return ot the 
captives under Zerubbabel ,and the re
building at the temple In the reign or 
Cyrus and Cambyses. Most of the book 
Is wrItten in Hebrew, but from Chs. 
4: 8 to 6: 19 it Is written in Chaldee. 
The last 4: chapters, beginnIng with 
Ch. 7, continue the history atter a gap 
of 58 years-t ram the 6tb of Darius to 
the 7th_ of Artaxerxes-narraUng his 
visit to Jerusalem. and giving an ac
count at the r etorms there accom· 
plished, referred to under Ezra. Much 
of the book was written by Ezra him
self, though the first chapter was prob
ably written by Daniel; and other 
hands are evident." Quotations per
taining especia lly to our present Une 
of study w1ll also be found in Schatt· 
Herzog Encyclopaedia, volume 1, as 
tallows: "Ezra. book at (a chronicle 
ot events occurring between 636 and 
.56 B. c.), consists or parts. the ftrst 
ot which extends through Ch. 6. Be
tween these two sectioDs lies an inter
val of 58 years ... . The sei:ond sei:
Uon (Chs. 7 to 10) has Ezra for Its 
chief actor." On account at the im
portance at Ezra as a person, his 
family lIne is gi ven back to Aaron, 
who was the first high priest under 
the Jewish Dispensation. 

Verse 6. Ezra was not only a high 
priest but was also a 8cribe. The busi· 
neS8 of such men was to make dupli
cate copies of the law, which was done 
by hand, there being no printing 
pre8ses or other mechanical means for 
such work. It can readtly be seen that 
much was at stake tor the correct 
preservation at the text. There were 
some rigid rules imposed on the pro
ression to guarantee the genuineness 
of the caples. I sbaH quote here an 
extract trom a standard author: "The 
copies ot the law muat be transcribed 
trom anelent manuscripts of approved 
character only. with pure Ink, on parch· 
ment prepared from tbe bide ot a clean 
anima.l, tor tbls express purpose by a 
Jew, and fastened together by the 
strtngs ot clean animals; every skin 
must contain a certain number of 
columns of prescribed length and 
breadth, each column comprising a 
given number at Hnes and words: no 
word must be written by heart or with 
points, or without being first pro. 
nounced orally by the copyist: the 
name ot God is not to be written but 

\ : 
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with the utmost devotion and atten
tion, and previously to writing tt, he 
muat wash his pen. The want of a 
single letter, or the redundance [un
necessary repetltion1 ot a single letter, 
the writing of prose as verse, or verse 
as prose, respectively vitiates [spoils] 
a manuscript; and when a copy has 
been completed. it must be examined 
and corrected within thirty days atter 
the wrlttng baa been finished, in order 
to determine whether it 1s to be ap
proved or rejected. These rules, it 1s 
said, are observed to the present day 
by the persons who transcribe the 
sacred writings tor the use of the 
Synagogue." Horne, Introduction, Vol. 
1, p. 217. Such requirements surround
ing the copying of the sacred writings 
explain the slIence of Jesus and other 
speakers and writers of the Bible as 
to the faithfulness of the scribes. Those 
men were condemned by our Lord for 
their loose Hving and hypocrisy re
garding their own obedience to the 
law, but not onte were they ever even 
as much as complained of, much less 
condemned, tor any untaithlulness in 
their work 8.8 scribes. And yet, had 
they been guilty along that line it 
would bave been the most sertous of 
taul18, and Je8u8 would certainly have 
exposed them for it. His silence on 
that matter, therefore, Is an assurance 
to us that we have the copies of the 
original writings of the inspired men 
preserved correctly. An occasional 
error of a copyist due to a worn place 
in a letter or numeral sign is too in
significant to deserve any attention. 
Ezra Is said to have been a re(U],y 
scribe, which means he was skilful or 
expert, thus making his work the more 
usefUl and dependable. Let it be noted 
that after mentioning the law 01 Moses, 
the inspired writer says of It that it 
was that which the Lord God of Israel 
had gi'Ven.. This is another instance 
which exposes those who would belittle 
the authority of }dosero, or try to make 
a distinction between bis authority and 
that of Ood. Of course we understand 
that the maUve for this insult to Moses 
Is tn order to evade the guUt of incon
sistency in their practice. They pre
tend to keep the law as sUll binding, 
yet dodge the requirements concerning 
animal sacrifices. In order to make a 
show of detense tor their actions, they 
try to distinguish between the law of 
God and tbe law ot Moses, a distinc
tion the scriptures do not allow. Ezra 
bad requested the privilege of going 
to Jerusalem to bring about some reo 
forms tn tbe service about the temple. 

The king of Persia was influenced by 
the hand. 01 the Lord Gad. That means 
that God bad a hand In all the atrair 
and brought Jt to the necessary con
clusion. 

Verse 7. Make the following nola· 
tion in the 6th column at the charl: 
"7th year, Ezra and many other promi
nent JewB are permitted to go to Jeru
salem to restore the worship." The 
classes named were outstanding men 
of the Jewish nation, and took active 
interest in the great mission tor the 
reforms so much needed at the capital 
of their home country. Children 01 
Israel 1s a general reference to the 
several sections of the workers in the 
services of GOd. The priests were the 
particular members of the tribe of 
Levi who came down from Aaron; the 
Levite. was a term referring to the 
tribe in general. The singers were the 
ones forming a special group that had 
been looked to for that Item of the 
worship, and It was a service that had 
received Its l1rst support trom David. 
The porters were doorkeepers or jani
tors. The Nethlntms were a special 
group or servants. considered as at· 
tendants tor tbe other men in the 
public services. The last phrase of the 
verse is the authority for the notation 
just wrItten in the 6th column ot the 
chart. 

Verses 8, 9. IncIdentally, we may 
get some intormation in this paragraph 
on the meaning ot certain expressions 
in the Bible. In the 8th verse it says 
Ezra rome to Jerusalem. But in the 
9th verse It says he began to go to 
Jerusa1em on the first day of the first 
month, and on the first day of the 
fitth month he oonlle. All of this shows 
that a writer may speak of the time at 
which a person starts to a certain 
place, and word it as If he were speak· 
tng of the time be arrived at the place. 
This should be considered when study· 
Ing the subject ot arrival ot the women 
at the tomb of Jesus (Matt. 28: 1; 
Mark 16: 2; Luke 24: 1). In the case 
ot Ezra., he came or started. toward 
Jerusalem on the lst day of the lst 
month. but was 4 months making the 
journey. That would not be strange. 
considering the distance traveled, and 
the obstacles to be encountered in the 
journey. He could not have made the 
trip in that time, had it not been for 
the belp of God whose good. hand was 
upon him, which means that God took 
a band In the expedition and caused 
it to be a success. 

Verse 10. , Prepared h.is h.eart signi-
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flea that he took his stand on behalf 
of the Lord. To carfY out that deter
mination, he would need to search the 
divine law in order to learn what be 
should do. He not only resolved to do 
the commandments as they pertained 
to his own conduct, but would teach 
the Bame to the chUdren 01' Israel. 
This verse, short though it Is, contains 
Borne fundamental principles pertain
ing to the conduct of man. Had. Ezra 
been concerned in the Uberty given 
him, only because of his personal en
joyment of the freedom, he might not 
have received the same assistance from 
God. But his motives were founded in 
the dignity of God's law, and the de
sIre to instruct his Israelite brethren 
therein. 

Verse 11. Ezra was a good man and 
was doubtless known as such to many 
of the nation. But the movement he 
was about to make was so great that 
he might have been questioned on his 
right to make it. I wish again to make 
some statements regarding· the status 
of the Jews with reference to the gov
ernment of the country. The 70 years 
of captivity had. been ended three quar
ters of a century before. Yet the Jews 
were still subjects of the upowers that 
be" just the same as Christians in this 
country are subjects of the U. S. gov
ernment. And it a Christian in con
tinental America wished to go to some 
possession of the U. S. in another ter
ritory, it might be necessary to obtain 
some kind of paper or passport before 
he could lawfully make the journey. 
Likewise, the Jews were subjects of 
the Persian Empire at the same time 
they were servants of God. And to go 
out of the main land (Babylonia) into 
one of the provinces (Palestine), it 
was necessary to obtain a safe conduct 
through some formal document. For 
that purpose king Artaxerxes handed 
to Ezra this letter. The dual position 
of Ezra., scribe and priest, is kept be
fore us, which should continually im
press us with his importance. Besides, 
we have already seen from secular 
history. that he was the writer of this 
book. The same fact is indicated in 
V. 28 of this chapter. which will be 
commented on more at length when we 
reach that verse. Any man who did 
secretarial work, such as writing, would 
be called a scribe. Thus the inspired 
writer informs us that Ezra was a 
scribe of the words of the Lord, there
by designating his special work. 

Verse 12. Artaxerxes styles himself 
kirn.g of kinus which Is to be under-

stood as a statement for purposes of 
emphasis. The usual impression made 
by the word "king" is that it deSig
nates a person in the highest authority.· 
The word itself cannot mean that. else 
there could not be a king of kings. 
And the term was not a vain display 
of pomp as a false claim of a heathen 
ruler. In Dan. 2: 37 the prophet told 
Nebuchadnezzar that he was a king of 
kings. An inspired man would not 
give to any ruler a title that is im
possible of fulfillment. That the term 
under consideration denotes a rank of 
unusual authority is shown by the 
further speech of Daniel in the verse 
cited. After telling Nebuchadnezzar 
that he was a king of kings, he imme
diately told him why; that it waa 
because he had been given power, 
strength and glory. The same was 
true of Artaxerxes, so that he was 
entitled to the claim he made of him
self. There was a logical reason for 
using the title in connection with the 
decree about to be announced. If he 
was king of kings, there could not be 
any other king who might try to coun
teract this decree by another of his 
own. And by addressing the decree to 
Ezra, there would not be left any 
opening for some one else to lay claim 
to the privilege granted in the royal 
document. There might be other men 
having the same name, so the designa
tion was made that it was the Ezra 
who was both a priest a* scribe. 
Per/ect peace, tvnd at such a time 
means. "Greetings, etc. II 

Verse 13. A decree Is about the same 
as a judicial sentence, in that it has 
the authority of the power in force at 
the time all back of it. This document 
was put into the hand of Ezra, but its 
benefits were to be extended to the 
people of his race. That no misunder
standing might be had as to who could 
benefit by it, the various classes were 
named; people of Israel, priests and 
Levites. The decree does not dictate 
that any .should act against his will. 
Only those who were minded of their 
awn freewill were to be affected. Hence 
it would have been unlawful for Ezra 
to try to compel any of the Jews to 
go with him, if he were to base his 
order on the authority of the king. 

Verse 14. Seven counselors was an 
advisory board in the service of the 
Persian king. They joined with him 
in authorizing Ezra to make this 
journey to Jerusalem. It was under
stood that he was to make an investi
gation into conditions in the former 
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capital of Israel. Said Investigation 
was to be made in the light of the law 
supposed to govern the practice of that 
city. A copy ot that law was then 
given to Ezra. 

Verse 16. A beathen like Arta:J:erxes 
would not understand the tull omnl· 
presence of God as we do. His concep
tion of him was that he was a God 
with a certain dwelling place. Hence 
we have bim describing God as baving 
his habitation in Jerusalem. 

Verse 16. The silver and gold that 
Ezra could "find" would be that which 
he, as an authorized collector of rev· 
enue, would be able to lay hold of. In 
addition to such treasury. the people 
could bring forth out of their private 
stores of wealth. very much silver and 
gold. Ezra was hereby empowered to 
take all this wealth with him to Jeru
salem, to be used in the temple service. 

Verse 17. The money collected could 
not be used directly In the service of 
the house of God. But It could be used. 
to buy animals and other articles for 
such use. 

Verse 18. After obtaining all the 
animals that could be used In the 
temple, ·there mJght be a surplus of the 
money. The brethren of Ezra were 
authorized to join with him In decid· 
ing what to do with this surplus. 
. Verse 19. Some of the citizens would 

donate vessels of various kinds, who 
did not have money to give. All such 
were to be appropriated to the service. 
Goa of Jerusalem means the same as 
was explained In verse 15. 

Verse 20. Even all or the sources 
mentioned for obtaining materials for 
the service of the God of Jerusalem 
might be insufficient to supply the de
mand. In that case Ezra was author· 
ized to draw on the royal treasury tor 
the needed funds. 

VerSB 21. The second grade officers 
of Artaxerxes were given the direct 
order so they would not have to rely 
solely on the word of Ezra. It would 
not be a emaIl matter to open up the 
treas.uries ot the great king of Persia 
for the benefit of a former captive. The 
decree, therefore, was very opportune. 

Verse 22. Even the details were 
taken care ot. Some of the treasurers 
might be wUIlng to give over to Ezra 
a part of the money, but not enough 
for the work. The order means. then, 
that whatever Ezra called for was to 
be given him, up to the amount 8tipU~ 
lated. And no 11mit was placed on the 
amount of salt to be given. It might 

be wondered why salt would even be 
mentioned in connection with the ser
vices about the temple. Le.t the reader 
see Lev. 2: 13 and he will learn that 
salt was a part of the offerings made 
from gmin, and grain bas been men· 
tioned. tn this verse. 

Verse 23. Personal safety or ad· 
vantage might seem to have been the 
moUve of Artaxerxes in all of his 
treatment of the Jews. Speclflc refer· 
ence is made to the Wrath that might 
be put on the king and his sons were 
they to disregard the God of heaven. 
It is true that the fear ot punishment 
was in his moUve. That Is not neces
sarny to be disapproved, for Christians 
are exhorted to a Ufe of faithfulness 
partly on the basis of such fear. (2 
Cor. 5: 11.) If Artaxerxes was famtuar 
with the history of his nation and its 
predecessor, he knew something of the 
power of this God of heaven in over
throwing human kings. He knew also 
that two of hta own predecessors 
on the throne of PerSia, Cyrus and 
Darius, had been told by tbis same' 
God to do certain lavors for the Jews 
in the realm, and that the country bad 
been lavored. by the same God because 
of its assistance to the unfortunate 
people. Thus a great mo"tive was urg
ing the king in his friendllneB8 for 
the people of God . 

Verse 24. To certifll means to make 
known. Artaxerxes was making known 
to his deputies, through Ezra. what 
was his wlll on the subject mentioned. 
The particular item of his decree that 
was meant concerned the matter of 
taxes. All of the officers or special 
classes among the J ews that were en· 
gaged in the services about the temple 
were to be exempt from aU financial 
obligation to the PersIan government. 
This ruling was consIstent with the 
general situation. The J ewish nation 
had been deservedly punished for Its 
sins by being deprived. of the use ot 
the land. That sentence had been 
served out and the present generation 
was Innocent of the great Jnlquity. It 
was right for the people to be restored 
to the enjoyment of tbelr own country. 
and be given a chance to "catch up" 
on their wealth and resources as a 
nation, free trom the burden of . taxes 
imposed by the government. 

Verse 25. The instructions given to 
Ezra were simnar to the advice that 
Jethro gave to Moses on the subject of 
governing the people. (Ex. 18: 13·26.: 
Beyond. the river means west of the 
Euphrates, since this was written in 



302 Ezra 7: 26-8: 14 

the land of the Persian capita! which 
was eaat of the great river. 

Verse 26.' Two laws or authorities 
are considered in this verse ; God's law 
and that of the Persian king. Arta
xerxes had learned 8ufflcient of the law 
of God and the conduct of the people 
regulated by it. to bave respect for it. 
He was therefore willing to combine 
it with his own Jaws to the extent set 
out in the present conclusion. Four 
kinds of punishment were provided for 
as the penalty tor disobeying eUher 
God's law or that of the king. As to 
which or how many of these penalties 
were to be Imposed. it would be de
cided by the judges authorized in the 
preceding verse. Artaxerxes under
stood the fundamental principle in· 
volved In the operation of law-that a 
law without a penalty is void-and 
completed his great decree with nam
ing the penalties. 

Verses 27, 28. The preceding verse 
was the end ot the decree and letter 
of king Artaxerxes. ThIs paragraph is 
the language ot the writer ot the book 
we are studying. l 'he pronoun in the 
first person Is used four Urnes, and in 
direct connection with the work that 
Ezra only was commissioned to do. 
We therefore know that he was the 
writer of this book. He blessed. God 
for having put it in the king's heart 
to bave the house of God adorned. 
This gives us an inspired explanation 
of why the Persian king acted as he 
did. Furthermore, I like to note the 
words put . .. in the Icing's heart. God 
can operate even on Inanimate objects 
and cause them to move at his will. 
And he could force a king, 11ke a piece 
of mechanism, to write and say just 
the things desired. But the great God 
of heaven wished the important work 
about to be accomplished through this 
heathen king to be entered into whole
heartedly. To do this he brought his 
inftuence to bear on his heart. The 
whole procedure was pleasing to Ezra. 
He waa &S8ured that in taking ad
vantage of the commJsslon given him 
by the king, be was also carrying out 
the will of his God, and be therefore 
felt no hesitancy In the proceedJng. 
Tbe true servant of God will do his 
duty in spite of the temporal powers 
over him, if he can. Yet how much 
happier he will feel it he can tollow 
out his Une of duty to the Lord, and 
at the same time be in harmony with 
the laws or the land in which he Is 
living. Wlth all these inducements to 
cheer blm, Ezra proceeded to go into 

action by lIrat calling together the 
persons he expected to cooperate with 
him in the rerorm work about to be 
launched In Jerusalem. We should 
keep tn mind the time at present ac
tivities, that it Is the 7th year at the 
reign of Artaxerxes. 

EZRA 8 
Verse 1. These chief 01 their lathers 

are the men referred to in the last 
verse ot the preceding chapter. It 
was not expected that every Jew 
would make the journey to Jerusalem 
at this time, but the leading men 
among them, In order to accomplish 
the work at hand. The word fathers 
has special reference back to the be
ginning of the nation after they came 
out of Egypt, Genealogy means tbe 
famlly list. That Is, when certain men 
are named, a jump may be made back 
to their forefathers to find the toun· 
tainhead of tbe person or persons, It 
two or more had a common ancestor. 

Verse 2, 3. Some of these names 
are familiar, being among the early 
ancestors ot the congregation of the 
Jews. Again, some cases are mere co
Incidents and should not be allowed 
to contuse us. The leading men ot 
whatever unit Is being considered wlll 
be named, then a sum of the number 
that went with them wilt be stated. 
Thus the number that was with tbe 
unit of this paragrapb was 150 males. 
An of them were admitted to the ex
pedition, bavlng been represented In 
the genealoU1l or famUy list. 

Verse 4. SQin.8 0/ Pahath.moab is a 
general statement ot the group the 
writer wished to consider In thiB unit. 
And out of that group he named EIl
honenai, whose immediate father was 
Zerabiah. Tbls man was associated 
with 200 males. 

Verse 5. The next group was com
posed of the BODS or descendants of 
Shechaniab. But not aU ot them could 
be repret1ented In the movement, so a 
particular one was Damed to fUrnish 
the list. Jahazlel was the one chosen 
and the name of his son Is not glven, 
only that a son of his waa given 300 
males. 

Verse 6. Adln stands for a group of 
seed of Israel, and both father and 80n 
who were selected are named. This 
son was given 50 males to journey 
with him. 

Verses 7-14. Having considered sev
eral verses In detail, I believe the 
reader now understands the order or 
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method tollowed, whIch appUe. to each 
of the verses in this paragraph. It was 
thought uDnecessary. theretore, to take 
space tor all of them separately. The 
thought that will be added, and that 
appUes to each of the verses from the 
lrd on down, Is the fact that only 
males are mentioned. That 18 1n keep
ing wtth the general plan of the Mosaic 
system. which required the males only 
to take upon them the activities of 
the naUonal services. That was in 
consideration for the females as being 
the weaker vessels (physically). and 
hence not qualified for the journeys 
and other strenuous Items of the sys
tem. The Bum of all the males listed 
in verses 3-14 Is 1496, whlcb 1s quite 
an army of workers and travelers, 
planning to journey to the nattve coun
try of their forefathers. 

Verse 15. AII.ava was the Dame of 
some small stream, or & town on & 

stream, located on the border or the 
Persian dominions proper, at which 
Ezra collected the meD tor his expedi
tion to Palestine. The reader may re
member that Ch. 7: 8, 9 recorded the 
arrival of Ezra at Jerusalem, yet here 
we are, encamped on the banks of a 
stream only a short distance from the 
starUng point. But many places in the 
Bible are not strictly chronological. 
The passage just referred. to is a brier 
statement of the entire event or Ezra's 
expedition from the Persian dominions 
to J eruaa.lem. The writer then goes 
back with his story to the events pre
paratory to the journey. They included. 
the formation of the letter containing 
the decree of Artaxerxes, authorizing 
Ezra to make the journey. Having 
given us a copy of that document, the 
writer goes on with his story and bas 
the expedition formed and assembled 
at the place named In the beginning 
of this paragraph. Before launching 
out upon the main part of the journey, 
Ezra took an inventory of his crowd. 
He discovered, atter three days of 
search, that among the priestly group, 
there were none of the Levltes other 
than the priests. The idea 1s that 
whtle there were some wbo were from 
the famUy of Aaron In the crowd, and 
hence composed a group of Drtests, yet 
the tribe of Levi in genefal was not 
represented. They would be needed for 
the more rugged service about the 
temple actlvltles. 

Verses 16, 17. Then sent 1 means 
Ezra summoned these men tnto his 
presence trom the crowd that was 
there at Abava. The first 9 meD named 

were caUed chief or leading men. That 
would apply especially to their per
sonal influence or prestige. The next 
2 men were distinguished for their 
mental ability. These 11 men were 
sent with a commission to contact 
Iddo, another leading man at Casipbla, 
which was a district Deafer tbe head
Quarters of the realm. The message to 
Iddo was that he should send along 
some ministers for the house of God, 
at which they were expecting to ar
rive. This word miniater Is what was 
indicated by the mention of Levltes In 
verse 16. Please reread the comments 
In that place. The Nethtnims were 
another group of servants tbat had 
been- distinguished in the days of 
Solomon. 

Verses 18, 19. By the good ha1l4 
means God took a han(f in the atralr 
tor tbelr good. Such assIstance guar. 
anteed them the proper selection of a 
man, and consequently the man chosen 
bad a pUre lineage back to LeVi, the 
head of the special tribe. 

Verse 20. Lest we tor get the infor
mation regarding the Nethinims. I 
shall here repeat it as far as can be 
learned from the BOurces. Sm1th's 
Bible Dictionary says this: "Nethtnlms 
(glven, dedIcated). As applled spe
cltlcally to a distinct body of men COD
nected with the services of the temple, 
this name first meets Us in the later 
books ot the Old Testament -in 1 
ChronIcles, Ezra and Nehemiah. The 
word and the ideas embodied In it 
may, however, be traced to a. JDuch 
earlier period. As derived from the 
verb natlwn, 1. e. give, set apart, dedi· 
cate, it was appl1ed. to those who were 
specially appointed to the liturgical 
[religious ceremontes] ofllces oC the 
tabernacle." Young says they were Ofa 
class of persons employed as servants 
or assistants to the Levites; Dfobably 
the Gibeonltes and others reduced to 
servitude." Schatr·Herzog Encyclopae
dia gives us the following: "Dltrerent 
from the Levites were the Nethinims, 
who Derformed the menial [less dig
nified but honorable] work tor the 
LevJtes: hence they are mentioned 
along with the Levites (1 Chr. 9 : 2; 
Ezra 7: 24). The original stock of the 
Nethlntms were probably the Gibean
ites, whom Joshua made 'hewers of 
wood, and drawers of water' (Josh. 19: 
27). The Nethlnlms of 1 Chr. 9: 2, 
Ez. 2: 48. were probably sprung from 
captives taken by David in the later 
wars, who were assigned to the service 
of the tabernacle, replaCing possibly 
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the Glbeonites, who had been slatn by 
Saul (2 Sam. 21: 1). Undoubtedly 
these Netbin1ms were obliged to keep 
the Mostae law. From Neb. 10 : 29 we 
know that such was the case In the 
post·cxll1an [atter the exile] period ... 
From this information we can see that 
the term Is not a racial or religiouB 
one, but ODe of social state. Such a 
group of servants might have come 
out of any order of persons who were 
brought Into a state ot servitude as 
described. In the case now before us, 
there were 220 of them and they were 
Hated according to their individual 
names. Ezra had sent back for some 
of the Levites to join the expedition. 
and these Nethintms very properly ae· 
companied them. 

Verse 21. The law of Moses did not 
generally require the practice of fast· 
ing. It endorsed it and even encour
aged It by offering certain rewards for 
Its observance. The time was at hand, 
in the judgment of Ezra, tor a season 
of fasting and devotional service. They 
were about to start on the main lap of 
the journey. that was to take them 
through a wild and perilous country. 
}{ostile persons would likely be en
countered. as well as other dangers 
connected with such a territory. At· 
ftkt ourselves means to become humble 
and devote a season of time to serious 
prayer to God for safety. 

Verse 22. It Is evIdent from this 
verse that the Persian king had offered 
to furnish Ezra a military escort for 
the journey. The offer had been de
clined on the basis that he would rely 
on his God for protection. He had in
formed the king, though, that such 
help would come to those only who 
aeek him. In accordance with that 
declaration, the appointment was made 
for the fast and other devotional ac
tivities of which we are now bearing. 
After refusing the offer of Artaxen:ea. 
Ezra was ashamed to return to him 
to ask protection when he realized 
more fully the dangers confronting 
tbem. 

Verse 23. The voluntary fasts con
sisted of more than the mere abstain
Ing from food. Prayer and expressions 
of humility accompanied the period. 
Intreated. means to "listen to prayer." 
The phrase slgnlftes that God listened 
to or heard (favorably) the prayers of 
the people and or Ezra. 

Verse 24. Separated. Is used in the 
sense or being appointed. The two 
men named and 10 others were spe-

claU,. called upon ror the service soon 
to be deaerlbed. 

Verses 25. 26. In stating the amount 
Ezra wetghed 'Unto thele men, it does 
not mean tbat be took just that much 
out of the supply on hand. It Is an· 
other way or tell1ng us that was the 
amount of the materials that had been 
given them by the king and his COUD
sellors. Weighing it to the 12 men 
waa for the purpose or checking atter· 
ward. As an i11ustratlon, a man might 
be handing a 8um of money to an· 
other in settlement of an obligation. 
He may inSist that the money be 
counted before they separate so that 
no misunderstanding could come up 
afterward. The same principle 1s 
taught tn the New Testament (Rom. 
12 : 17 ; 2 Cor. 8: 20, 21; 1 The ... 4: 
11. 12). An honest man will not ob· 
ject to being "checked"; in faet, he 
w1ll insist upon it. I have known trea
surers of churches who never gave any 
statement to the congregatton: If they 
were asked for it they would resent It. 
Something Is wrong with a man when 
he does that way. 

Verse 27. Fine copper Is rendered 
"shinIng" In the margin. That fact 
signifies that It was the best grade 
since It would take a high palish. 
Preciou8 as gold is Ukewise given an
other translation in the margin and 
is rendered "desirable." Tbe lexicon· 
agrees witb it, beea.uBe '" material 
might be as desirable as gold, even 
thougb not as valuable in the market 
as a precious metal. 

Verse 28. The word holy Is used In 
the sense of being consecrated to God. 
The vessels and the metals, also the 
men ha.ving been charged with them. 
were appointed to the service ot God 
In the temple, hence all was hoiy. 

Verse 29. Ezra charged these men 
to weigh the valuables bef ore the chief 
perSODS. which means to do it tn their 
presence. That was ror the same pur': 
pose that caused him to weigh them 
as they lett his hands. See my com
ments at verses 25,' 26. They were to 
be weighed In the presence of respon
sible persons. Special mention Is made' 
of the priests and Levltes. The former 
were those members ot the Levitical 
tribe who came down trom the tamily 
of Aaron. the latter meant the tribe 
in general. 

Verse 30. The priests and Levltes 
not only took over the materials. but 
they took the weight at them. That W88 
virtually a receipt for them. thus as
suming responsibility tor their proper 
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diSj)08itlon for the great work then 
about to hegln. 

Verse 31. According to Ch. 7: 9 it 
had been 12 days since Ezra started 
from Babylon. Most of that time had 
been spent at Ahava, completing the 
preparation for the main portion of 
the ,ourney. On the 12th day of the 
1st month they started, and the trip 
was successful through the good hand 
of God. That tul1Uled the assurance 
indIcated in V. 23 when. the prayer of 
Ezra was heard. 

Verse 32. Came to Jerusalem are 3 
words that cover 5 months ot time ac
cording to Ch. 7: 7. Abooe t1tere three 
d.ays means there was nothing aone 
for that length of time. A journey that 
had taken 4 months, and extended 
several hundred miles, would call for 
a brief period of relaxation. 

Verse 33. After a 3-day rest, the 
sUver and gold was turned over to the 
proper men and In the proper place. 
It was not only handed over, but was 
welg1l.e1t in the presence of responsible 
oftlcers and men who would be wit
nesses it they were needed. 

Verse 34. The metal was weighed 
and the pieces counted or numbered, 
making Jt doubly BurB that no mis
representation. eUher intentional or un
intentional, could be done. And further
more, that no misunderstanding due 
to fault,. memory might occur, the 11st 
was written down at the same time. 

Verse 36. It had been over 100 years 
since the captivity took place, and 
many children had been born in the 
land of the exile. They are the ones 

. meant In the beginning of this verse. 
They dId not know, from l)eraonal ex
perience, of the humlUation attached 
to a siege and capture. But they did 
know that they had been In a land 
·where no worship had been practiced 
pubUcly except that for idolatrous gods. 
They could therefore feel grateful for 
the freedom now given them of serv
ing the true God in his own appointed 
way. They expressed that gratitude 
by large numbers of sacrifices. 

Verse 36. The king's commiB8ion.t 
means his edict, contained in the letter 
shown In the preceding chapter. It 
wu proper to dellver it to the omcera 
of Artaxerxee in charge of bls affairs 
tl!.l. lllde (west side) of the river Eu
phrates. Upon receiving the decree 
they proceeded to obey it, and the re
sult was the furthering of tbe work 
about the house of God in the hands 
of the Jews. 

EZRA 9 
Verse 1. One of the most outstand

Ing predictions that appear in the 
writings of the prophets Is tbat the 
Jews would be cured of idolatry by the 
captivity. That subject will be given 
complete discussion when writing on 
the prophetic books. This verse might 
seem to contradict tbat prediction by 
Its charge that they were doing ac
cording to the evJl ways of the beathen 
nations. The group named were the 
ones of old whose IdolatroUB practices 
had led the people of God into the 
condition that resulted in their down
fall. But take note that the verse does 
not speCify what the abominations 
were, except tbat some unlawful con. 
nection bad been formed. 

Verse 2_ This Is tbe place that tells 
us what was meant In the first verse 
of the chapter. The marriage between 
God's people and those of other na· 
tions had been forbidden by the law 
of Mos .. (Ex. 34: 16; Deut. 7: 3). That 
law bad been violated by the Jews 
who bad been living tn Palestine. The 
reader w111 remember that a great many 
of the children of Israel bad gone up 
there from Babylon In the days of 
zerubbabel, 75 year. before this period 
of which we are studying, and in that 
time these unlawful intermarriages 
had taken place. H 0111 ,ud. mean, the 
chlldren of lerael because they alone 
composed the nation that bad been 
recognized as the people of God. 

Verse 3. Garment means the main 
body of his clothing and the mantle 
W8.8 an outer piece, covering the upper 
part of the body. Many customs of old 
times Beem odd to us, and we do not 
know their origin. But the actions of" 
Ezra tn tbls Instance were part of the 
practices used in times of great anx
iety or grief. Astonied. is another 
form wblch means to be astonished 
or amazed. 

Verse 4. To tremble at the words of 
God means to be respectful toward 
them, and to feel a great ·anxtety tor 
those who have ·dlsobeyed. Such per· 
SODS had brought the shocking report 
to Ezra. and now they gathered about 
him as he sat 1n his state of amaze
ment. Thle eltting continued until the 
evening sacrifice which was at tbe 
middle of the afternoon. See Num. 28: 
4, and the marginal reading in con
necUon with it. 

Verse 5. At that hour it would be 
necessary tor Ezra to be concerned 
with the religious activities. Including 
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an address to God as well as the regu
lar sacriftce. 

Verae 6. Increased over our heads 
sIgnified that their iniquities were not 
tonOned to their personal surround
Ings; that they had reached up to the 
Dotice ot high heaven. Ezra was not 
personally guilty of Rny of the evils 
present, but his concern for the nation 
was so great that he was overwhelmed 
with humiliation. 

Verse 7. This verse is a general 
view ot the history ot the people, go
ing back to the first generations. As a 
whole, the record of the natton was 
one of shameful disobedience, and it 
had brought them Into contact with 
tbe beathen lands, whose people had 
been 8uaered to afflict them with the 
sword and other means of torture. 

Verse 8. This verse comes down to 
the more favorable conditions at pre&
ent surrounding the better part of the 
congregation. LAUZe lP(l.Ce i8 a com
paratlve term, referring to the period 
that followed the 70 years ot captivity. 
The rem1Ultnt was noted In Ch. 2: 64, 
which see. When nail is used figura· 
tively it means a fixed place. It here 
applied to the assurance that, while 
the nation had been subjected to great 
humtUation, yet througb the preserva
tion of the remnant, the people of God 
would 8t1l1 bave a secure abode in the 
holy place, whIch was the temple In 
Jerusalem. Reviving refers to the re
newed hope that had been brought to 
the remnant by the favorable turn of 
atrairs through the king of Persia. 

Verse 9. Were bondmen refers to 
the 70 years of captivity, during which 
Ume God kept a jealous eye over his 
people. And when their term of bond· 
age was served out, the people who 
had been God's instruments for the 
chastisement due them, were them
selves overthrown. The Persians came 
into power and would have been the 
overlords to continue the bondage of 
the people of God. But that was not 
the divine will, and the new rulers 
were influenced to be merciful to the 
captives they found in the country 
they took over. Reviving Is defined in 
Strong's lexicon as "preservation of 
Ute." That was not restricted to the 
pbY8icai Ute ot the individual, but 
applied to them as a nation. By grant
ing the Jews a release tram bondage, 
and by authorizing the restoration of 
their temple, theIr national existence 
also was preserved. A wall in Judah 
means that a defense was assured 
them, since a wall about , a city was 

one ot Jts fortiftcaUons. While the 
word is used ftguratively in tble place. 
yet it had a literal application In Its 
etrect, tor Ch. 7: 26 decreed that torce 
should be used it necessary to protect 
the Jews in the privileges granted 
them by the Persian government. 

Verses 10, 11. This paragraph starts 
with what is a question in form, but 
rather 1s an admission that something 
worthwhile should be done. The rea
SOD8 tor the admissions Bre then 
stated. The people had forsaken the 
commandments of God concerning the 
land into which they had been led by 
di vine grace. They had been told be
forehand that the people ot the land 
were filthy and abominable. For that 
and other reasons they bad been tor
bidden to permit marriages between 
their own young people and those ot 
the naUons. This law had been dis
regarded. and DOW Ezra made an ad
mis810n In question form, that some
thing should be done about It. This 
paragraph was addre8sed to God. It 
will be interrupted temporarily to give 
attentton to the people. 

Verse 12. In keeping with the agree· 
ment Implied In his address to God 
in the preceding paragraph, Ezra then 
addressed himselt to the people. It 
was on the subject that directly con
cerned the prevailing conditlons, which 
pertained to their marriage relations. 
He torbade their marriages with the 
natioDs around them. They were not 
even to seek their peace, which means 
they were not to make any compromise 
with them In order to be at peace with 
them. As an inducement tor such con
duct. they were promised the best ot 
the land tor their enjoyment, and to 
be able to leave it for their chtldren 
when they were gone. 

Verse 13. Ezra then addressed him
self to GOd again, and the whole speech 
was In the spIrit ot contesslon, and 
acknowledgement tor the many favors 
they had received from the Lord. It 
also acknowledged that the punish
ment Inflicted on them was less than 
they deserved. How different that 
spirit from what Is so often mani
fested by the professed servants of 
God. We complain and 8peak at our 
lot as it it were unjust, when we should 
realize that it we were treated accord
ing to the just desert of our deede, "we 

. would long since have been Ilttlng our 
piteous cries where hope and mercy 
can never reach." Let us read care
fully and ponder Paa. 103: 10. 

Verse 14. Ezra continued his prayer 
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and lamentation to God. While It was 
In question form, It was a declara
tion ot the unreasonableness ot their 
thought of disobeying God, after he 
bas done 80 much for them. Should 
they do 80. 11 should be expected that 
God would be angry with tbem and 
bring them to final destruction. 

Verse 15. After exclaiming that God 
is righteous, Ezra gave a logical feason 
for his statement. It was the fact that 
they bad yet escaped, notwithstanding 
the great sins of the nation. Bqore 
thee in OUT tresp4S8 means that their 
trespasses were eXl)Oscd before God. 
We cannot stana signlfles they bad no 
justification to face the Lord in their 
awful sinful condition. 

EZRA 10 
Verse 1. Ezra confessed. which justi

fies my remarks in the preceding chap
ter, that his Questions were really the 
same as ad.missions. His prayer and 
other demonstrations affected many 
ot the people. A large number at them 
gathered around him and joined in 
the general lamentation. Their confi8 
dence in Ezra must have been great. 
They were sure that such a good man 
would not have given way to expre&
sioms at griet and anxiety as be had 
without a just cause. 

Verse 2. The audience about Ezra 
lound a spokesman by the name of 
Shechaniah. He did not 1ry to deny 
nor even excuse the evils of which 
Ezra had charged them; Instead, he 
acknowledged all that had been brought 
against them. Strange wives means 
wives "outetde" the nation of Israel, 
that betng the meaning of "strange." 
In spite of the confessed sins, how
ever, he did not despair of some re
uet. He evidently had laith in the 
mercy of God, for he expressed a hope 
concerning Israel. But we shall see 
that he did not think they could re
alize that hope without doing som~ 
thing to discharge their own obl1ga8 
tions regarding the matter. 

Verse 3. True to his acknowledge
ment of their wrongs, Shechantah ex
horted the people to correct the evil 
by putting away their unlawful wives. 
There was nothing morally wrong in 
the marriage with the foreign women. 
The sin was In disobeying the express 
demand of the law, that they confine 
their marrtages to the people at their 
own nation. God wanted to keep a 
"stra1n" of blood pure from Abraham 
down to Christ, hence frowned upon 
taking in the people from another 

class. Besides, at that period of the 
world's history, idolatry was very 
prevalent, and the marriages among 
the heathen worshipers was sure to 
lead in the wrong direction. Make a 
covenant means to make a solemn 
promise to God. My Lora refers to 
Ezra, and our God. ot course, means 
tbe God of heaven. Since Ezra was 
workIng In harmony with God, it was 
necessary to obey each at the same 
time. To tremble at the command
ment of God means to have such re
spect for it that ODe would be afraid 
to disregard it. 

Verse 4. In this verse Shechantah 
addressed himself directly to Ezra. 
He advised him that he bad the 
matter In bls own bands of taking the 
lead In the WOrk of adjustment. That 
was true since he was the lord over 
them and had the authority to act: 
He encouraged him with assurance 
that he would have the cooperation of 
the people. 

Verse 5. The first act of Ezra was 
to call upon the whole assembly to 
take an oath to comply with the cov
enant that Shechaniah suggested. In 
his address to the audIence he recog
nized 3 classes; chief priests, the Le
vites and aU Israel. The lITSt were the 
leading men who were the descendants 
of Aaron; the second was the tribe In 
general, and the third a llsting of the 
congregation as a whole. The groups 
thus addressed by Ezra responded fa
vorably and agreed to take the oath. 

Verse 6. Atter securing the promise 
at the groups to correct the iniquity 
among them, Ezra "took time out" for 
a season ot rest. He entered the room 
of one at the leadIng men, named 
Jobanan. But it was not for the pur8 
pose of entertainment, for he was stm 
mourning over the conditJon ot tbe 
congregation. He even refused. to par
take at the necessities of Ufe, he was 
so humlUated over the sitnation. 

Verses 7. The first reaetion to Ezra's 
demonstration of grief (V. 1) was the 
gathering to him of a great congrega
tion out of Israel. Atter the decision 
to enter the covenant between God 
and all the people concerned, it was 
thought necessary to have a more eom8 
plete representation of the nation. For 
that purpose a proclamation was made 
that all the chil4ren 01 the captivity 
should come to Jerusalem. 

Verse 8. This is another instance 
showing that a law must have a pen
alty in order to be e1reeUve. It would 
require some time. for the people to 



308 Ezra 10: 9-16 

reach the ctty if they lived in the 
outer regioJlt, of Palestine; because of 
that, a period of 3 days was allowed. 
The penalty tor defaulting was the 
loss of property. and being expelled 
from the congregation of those who 
had been vieUDls of the captivity. 

Verse 9. Two tribes only are men
tioned by name, but that 1s not because 
that none of the other tribes were 
among them. We have abundant evi
dence (too much to cIte now), to the 
effect that all of the tribes survived 
the captivIty and returned to their 
home country. But Judah and Ben
jamIn had been last in charge of Jeru
salem, and It was natural that they 
would be especially In evidence at a 
time like this. It was In the 9th month, 
which made tt 4 months since Ezra 
and his company arrived In Jerusalem 
(Ch. 7: 9). It was a time of rain, yet 
the great assemblage from all over 
Israel sat down tn the street before 
the temple. They were In a state of 
uneasiness over the awful proclama
tion that had been given them by the 
couriers Bent out by Ezra. 

Verse 10. Ezra. the prie,t. The reader 
has doubtless noUced that Ezra has 
been generallr referred to In the third 
person. That might raIse the question 
whether he could be the author of this 
book. That would not affect the ques
tion in the least. Moses Is almost al
ways referred to In the 11rst five books 
of the BIble in the third person, even 
in the place where he is said to have 
been meeker than all other men in the 
earth (Num. 12: 8), yet we know be 
was the author of that writing. An 
inspired author would be writing of 
himself In the same sense that he 
would use it writing about another. 
We can therefore be sure that Ezra 
was the autbor of the book that bears 
his name. When he was ready to speak 
to the greater group that had come I~ 
answer to the proclamation, he in· 
formed them of the evil of which they 
were guilty. In marrying strange (out
side) wives, they had increased the 
trespass of Israel. That showed that 
their marriage Irregularttles were not 
the only evUs they had done. 

Verse 11. Ezra demanded a confes
sion of wrong from the people. But 
confession of sins only will not be 
sufficient. All wrongs that one com
mits must be corrected as far as pos
sible, tn order to obtain the forgive
ness of God. Accordingly, Ezra called 
upon the guilty to separate themselves 
froin the foreIgn people of the land. 

Verse 12. A positive and unanimous 
response was made to Ezra's demand; 
all agreed to do as he had asked. 

Verse 13. The request for more time 
Is often an indication or Indifference. 
or a means of evading an unpleasant 
task. I am 8ure the opposite was th~ 
case with these people. The magnitude 
of the work necessary to be done, and 
its Importance tn the lIght of the law 
violated, justified the request for plenty 
of time. Another tbing, the inclemency 
of the weather was mentioned. That 
was not just because of the unpleasant
ness of the situation, for they had 
shown already that such would not 
keep them from doIng what they be
lieved to be theIr duty. They had come 
from the far borders of the country 
and sat in the street while the rain 
was coming down upon them, showing 
something of their courage. But the 
activities conneeted with sorting out 
the foreign wives, making sure that 
no lawful ones were Imposed upon, yet 
being careful to get all of the others
aU this would require time and would 
be hindered by the weather. 

Verse 14. It showed wisdom to sug
gest some systematic method for han
dling the great work. And It Is note
worthy that they did not expect the 
officers to "run down" the offenders to 
force them to comply with their duty. 
They proposed to ba ve the chief offi
cers of the congregation remain In the 
capital whUe the people came to them 
for the transaction. Since there were 
80 many people concerned, it was sug
gested that a'P'Pointed t'fme8 be under
stood for the several clUes. When 
each one'8 Ume came he was to appear 
before these rulers. accompanied by 
the proper oftlcfaIs of bls city, and then 
perform whatever ceremonies would 
be required by those having charge. 
By having the eJders and judges pres
ent they would be sure of attending to 
the matter in a lawful manner; also 
would have witnesses for it. The mo
tive for this revolutionary movement 
was to turn away the fierce wrath of 
God. 

Verse 15. Two pr iests, Jonathan and 
Jahaziah, were appointed to have 
charge of the work. Two other men of 
the tribe of Levi were given to them 
as helpers; they were Meshullam and 
Shabbetbal. 

Verse 16. Children 01 the captivity 
were the ones who had been exiles, 
but had come back to Palestine In the 
days of Cyrus. They were the ones 
who had taken the unlawful wives 
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after coming trom Babylon. They had 
agreed to correct the situation by put· 
ting away the strange wives. The 
priests mentioned in verse 15 took 
active charge of the ceremonies, but 
the transaction needed to be "checked" 
by other and superior men. For this 
work Ezra took some chief fathers and 
sat down to the task of reviewing the 
work that had been done. They began 
their work the 1st day of the 10th 
month. It had been started about the 
20th of the 9th month (Y. 9). which 
means that Jonathan and his helpers 
got a lO-day start ahead of Ezra's 
review work. 

Verse 17. First day 01 the first mcnth 
means, of the next year following the 
arrival in Jerusalem; so that we see 
the work of Ezra in examining the 
work of Jonathan required two months. 
All of this shows that care was taken 
in this serious business, so that the 
national personnel would again be pure. 

Verse 18. As a rule, what is wrong 
for one man is wrong for another. A 
thing may be a greater wrong in one 
man, though, than in another, from 
the standpoint of his influence. For 
instance, a priest was more prominent 
in his position with the congregation. 
hence a wrong committed by him 
would be more outstanding. 'this Is 
the reason this verse names certain 
men in the priestly group· who had 
taken strange wives. The priests were 
expected to teach the people the law 
(Lev. 10: 11; Deul. 17: 9; Mal. 2: 7), 
therefore their sin was the less ex· 
cusable. 

Verse 19. The priests gazve their 
hands which is a phrase that means 
they made a solemn promise to correct 
their wrongs. That was done first by 
putting away their strange wives; but 
that did not clear them before God. 
The law of Moses made provision that 
certain sacrifices should be offered to 
atone for sins called trespass. (Lev. 
6: 6.) This service was performed by 
these men because they were guilty. 

Verses 2()..22. This paragraph is a 
continuation of the thoughts in verse 
19. The same remarks would apply 
to these priests that were made at the 

. preceding verse. But after having 
named a few of the priests and de
scribing their actions regarding the 
strange wives, the inspired writer COD
sidered that to be a precedent for other 
like cases, hence the list making up 
this paragraph with nothing specified 
but _ their names. 

Verse 23. All priests were Levites, 

but not all Levites were priests. The 
preceding paragraphs listed the names 
of some Levites who were priests. 
The men named in this were Levites 
but not priests. It would be taken for 
granted they would follow the example 
of other Levites in the disposal of 
their wives. and in other duties. 

Verse 24. David had formulated a 
group of Israelites whose special part 
of the services was the Singing. In 1 
Chr. 6: 31 a reference is made to cer
tain men whom he had set over the 
service of song in the house of the 
Lord. Their exercises were accom
panied with instrumental music gen
erally. Among the units connected 
with this service were the sons of 
A_II, (1 Chr. 25: 1). and the classi. 
fication of singers finally became very 
distinct. The fact accounts for their 
being speCifically mentioned in the 
11st of men we are now considering. 
The porter8 composed another speCial 
group of servants about the buildings 
of the Lord. Their work was equiva
lent to gatekeepers or janitors. They 
were somewhat prominent and thus 
became entitled to special mention in 
the account of the irregular marriages. 

Verses 25·43. This long list of names 
has been grouped tnto one paragraph 
because nothing peculiar to anyone at 
them is said. The Ust starts with the 
words Of Israel-That means that after 
the mention of the special classes in
cluded in the preceding verses, aU the 
rest to be named as being guilty were 
Israelites in general. 

Verse 44. One statement was made 
that was common to all of this long 
list; they had taken strange wives. 
The specification for some of them was 
that they had children by these Wives. 
That, tn fact, was one of the main 
objections to these Unlawful marriages. 
God had promised to Abraham that he 
should have a numerous race of de
scendants, through whom a seed would 
be given to the world for a universal 
blessing. Also, these descendants were 
to compose a nation that was to pos
sess the land to which he was being 
led. In order to accomplish the two 
promises to the patriarch, it was neces
sary to keep the blood line pure, un
mixed with that of outside races. That 
is the special reason it was forbidden 
to beget children by wives of an 
alien nation. 

NEHEMIAH I 
Verse 1. Make the following notation 

in the 6th column of the chart: "20th 


