








4 Jeremiah 1: 18—2: §

corrupt people and rebuke them for
their sing, and it will arouse their
anger and bring forth many threats if
not actual physical violence. The Lord
bids him not to be dismayed at their
faces which means their threatening
countenances. The prophet is also
placed under & threat from the Lord
in case he shrinks from the struggle
which is decreed he shall have. To
confound wmeans “to prostrate” or
“break down” according to the lexicon
definition of the original word. Should
Jeremiah flinch before those unworthy
people then he will get some of the
wrath of God poured out upon him.

Verge 18, The pronoun lhee stands
for Jeremiah and the passage is o fig-
urative assurance to him that he will
be able to withstand the attacks of the
enemy. As a defenced city, iron pillar
and brasen walls would provide a con-
dition of security in literal things, so
Jeremiah was to be just that secure
against the would-be thrusts of those
wicked Jews., The itemizing of kings,
princes, priests and people would in-
dicate that the prophet was to be set
againgt all classes in the nation, for all
had departed from the Lord. However,
while all classes as a whole had de-
parted from the Lord, we will bear in
mind that a few exceptions existed
among them such as our prophet Jere-
miah and other men like him in char-
acter,

Verse 19. They refers to the kings
and other persons mentioned in the
preceding verse. The prophet was not
only warned to prepare for opposition,
but he is now plainly told that It will
come from these sources. Again the
assurance is given him that his ene-
mies will not prevail. The reason for
that assurance is also stated, that it is
because the Lord is with him. (See
Rom, 8: 31.)

JEREMIAH 2

Verse 1. The prophet frequently will
tell us the source of his information,
that it is the word of the Lord.

Verse 2. Cry means “to call out” and
in the ears means to speak so that
they will hear. Jerusalem was not the
only place where the guilt of idolatry
exiated, but it was the capital of the
nation and hence was of special im-
portance. Being the capital it was
where the kings resided and reigned.
Also, the temple was there and hence
the priests were concerned personally
with the religious activities on behalf
of the nation. In view of these facts

the gunilt of idolatry was especially

laid at their feet. As an aggrieved hus-

band would remind a cool hearted
wife of her original affection, so God
reminds JIsrael of the time when she
gave him the kindness of her warm
devotions. Espousals (note the plural
form) is from KELUwLAH and Strong’s
definition is, “bridehood,” hence it is
not restricted to the period of engage-
ment, but applies to the early days and
years of marriage. It would especially
apply to the honeymoon. During that
period a bride is usually kindly dis-
posed toward her husband and mani-
fests a warm affection for him. In this
passage the honeymoon is used in an
ilustration that applies to the journey
in the wilderness. However, this bride
was not as true during the honeymoon
as fleshly brides usually are, for many
times even in course of that period
she became dissatisfied and complained
to her husband of her lot. And after
all, the {llustration holds good even in
this respect, for we have heard of in-
stances where couples became involved
in marriage difficulties that began as
early as the days of the honeymoon
and finally ended in divorce. But this
husband was more lenient and patient
and always heard the complaints of
his bride. He sometimes gave her very
earnest rebukes, but proceeded to sup-
ply the things that would make her
more confortable and happy.

Verse 3. Israel was holiness is rather
a ceremonial term, meaning the na-
tion had been accepted as a peculiar
possession of the Lord. Firstfruits
means she was regarded as the choice
of products, even as a young husband
will think his bride is the most desir-
able person in the world. Should any-
one attempt to molest this bride he
would be duve some serious trouble.
Offend is defined in the lexicon “to be
gnilty,” and the person who would
make any improper advances toward
this bride would be deemed guilty and
would be avenged by the husband.

Verse 4. Jacod and Israel refer to the
same people, the former (whose name
was changed to Israel, Gen. 32: 28) be-
ing an ancestor of the latter. This peo-
ple is now called upon to hear the
word of the Lord as delivered by the
inspired prophet.

Verse 5. Sometimes a wife will listen
to the counsel of her parenis who are
objecting to the husband even after
vears of married life, If those objec-
tions are made on & true basis it ts
well for them to interfere, but they










































































































































































































































































































































