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The Mystery of Iniguity Continued - by Eugene Britnell

Par agr aph 4: Our teachingsare much morethan "a
little more" distinctive from regular Protestantism.
There's hardly any similarity! We do not regard the
church as being ours, but we do believe that the
saved of earth now arein the church or body which
is of Christ. Who would dare deny that? And why
would they complain about that sincethey teach the
same thing, that is, they teach that salvation is only
in the Catholic Church. TheBible saysthat the Lord
adds the saved to the church (Acts 2:47) and that
Christ isthe saviour of the body, the church (Eph.
1:22,23; 5:23). How could one be saved outside that
body of the saved? No, salvation does not come
through faith alone (James 2:24). We are saved by
grace through faith which works (Gal. 5:6). The
only "good works' in God's sight are works of
faith—obedienceto the commandments of the L ord.
We deny the charge that we make "violent attacks"
on the Catholic Church. We attack their doctrine
and practices because they did originate in apostasy
(2 Thess. 2; | Tim. 4:1-3) and are perpetuated by
tradition. Yes, we believe in religious debate and
argument as did the early Christians, but we debate
with real opponents who are allowed to represent
themselves. We don't place "great emphasis’ upon
the fact that we wear the name "church of Christ."
but we do believe in calling Bible things by Bible
names and that nothing is scriptural in namethat is
not named in the scriptures. Inspired men called
congregations" churchesof Christ" (Rom. 16:16), so
why can't we? They never mentioned any Catholic
Churches! He is correct in saying that the Lord's
church has no particular name which excludes all
others, if by "al others' he means other terms,

designations or descriptive phrases in the New
Testament. We cal the church anything and
everything the scriptures call it— but nothing else!
But again, why do they complain? They teach that
the Catholic Church is the church of Christ. We
challenge them to deny it.

Paragraph 5: It isincorrect to say that the church
of Christ "broke away" from the Disciples of Christ.
If anything, the converse of that istrue. Neither the
church of Christ or Disciples of Christ was founded
by Alexander Campbell. There was division in the
church over (as he later says) instrumental music
and missionary societies. The church of Christ was
listed in the 1906 census of religious bodies because
that was the first such publication. A monument
now stands in the Cane Ridge Cemetery near Paris,
Ky. which states that the one buried there was
united with the church of Christin 1827. How could
that be if the church of Christ goes back only to
about 1906? And we are certain that his quote from
David Lipscomb is a misunderstanding of what he
meant. Brother Lipscomb knew the truth about the
church and the division.

Par agraph 6: Heispartially right in attributing the
division toinstruments and societies. Thereal cause
of the division was the same as that which has
always separated thetrue church from all othersand
truth from error—attitude toward divine authority!
Organs and societies were only tangible effects of
the cause. Heimpliesthat the"frontier" churchesin
America did not use organs because they could not
afford to purchase them. How absurd! | suppose the
Christians of those days were as prosperous as the
members of many denominations, and they could

and did afford to buy organs. If the churches of
Christ had wanted instruments, they might have
been able to purchase them like many other
religious bodies did and do, by some money-making
scheme such as bingo. He says that when they were
able to afford them, many conservatives objected
because they believed them to be unscriptural.
That's right, and they till do.

Paragraph 7: He says, "This church is a reaction
against much of the Protestant liberalism that is so
prevalent today, the believe-what-you-want-to, one
religion- is-as-good-as-another school of Protestant
theology that has watered down Protestantism so
much that it is almost impossible to discover what
Protestant churches actually believe and teach." We
do stand in opposition to the teaching that one may
believe whatever he wishes and that onereligion is
asgood asanother. It istrue that theseideas have so
"watered down" or diluted the denominations until
they have no power or consistency because they
have no truth. But our answer is not, as he
contended, that we say "here is what you must
believe and do, because we are the true church ..."
What we teach and encourage people to do is that
which is taught in the word of God, the Bible. One
doesn't have to believe or obey anything because
"the church of Christ bdievesit,” and the sameis
true of the Catholic Church.

Paragraph 8: One characterigtic of the Lord's
church is that it is truly catholic, the saved of the
earth, but that is not spelled with a capital "c" as
they have it. The church is universal in nature, but
that's not its name. We believe that "all types of
people" are in the universal church as described by
Paul in Galatians 3:28. This includes all who by
faith (their own) have been baptized into Christ
(Gal. 3:26, 27).

Paragraph 9: We have not been as loud in our
opposition to Cathalicism as we should have been.
Y es, there was a confrontation between the Catholic
Church and the church of Christ in Italy years ago.
They even defaced and removed some of the signs
from our meeting places. We would probably have

the same kind of opposition in America if
Catholicism had the power and influence here that
it has in Italy. Our opposition to Catholicism is
doctrinal and spiritual in nature, for "we wrestle not
against flesh and blood," but against powers, rulers
of darkness and spiritual wickedness (Eph. 6:12).
We do not deny Catholics (or anyone else) the right
to erect and maintain places of worship, nor to
believe and practice anything they desire. It is easy
for usto understand why we woul d have controversy
with Catholicism while "protestant denominations
have lived in peace" with them for years. Protestant
denominations cannot say that anything or anyone
is wrong for they have taught for years that one
church is as good as ancther. In addition, they
borrowed many of their practices from Rome, and
"peoplein glasshouses should not throw rocks.” We
oppose Cathalicism (not Catholics) by every means
and medium available to us. | presented recently a
series of five thirty-minute lessons on "Was Peter
Pope?' on a 50,000 watt radio station. We offered
free time to any representative spokesman of the
Catholic Church to reply, but there was no response
from them.

Paragraph 10: We vehemently deny that we have
displayed hitterness toward the Catholic Church —
at least those connected with this paper endorse no
such attitudes. We endeavor to "speak the truth in
love" (Eph. 4:15), but when that truth cannot be
refuted the next best thing isto impugn our motives.
It is true that there is no "direct, historical
connection" between the church of Christ and the
Catholic Church — and for that we are profoundly
thankful! "Rev." Kelly saysthat the Catholic Church
is"aliving, historical refutation of all their claims.”
We challenge any Catholic to name one thing which
we teach or practice which has been or can be
refuted by the Catholic Church, using the Bible as
the standard.

Par agraph 11: Herehe callsattention todivision in
the church of Christ over Sunday schools, but such
isminimal and of little significance. He saysthat we
emphasi ze "congregational character” and have no



tongue. On one hand, they claim to have given us the
Bible, and on the other hand they deny its authority,
challenge its simplicity, and question its adequacy. He
charges that we "ignore the authority and tradition of
the Catholic Church." We certainly do! Christ has all
authority (M att. 17:5; 28:18) and Hehasnot del egated
any authority even to His own body or church, much
lessthe Catholic Church. Andtradition doesn't teach or
authorize anything asbeing thewill of theLord (M ark
7:9).

Par agraph 13: He closes by complimenting uson our
zedl, learning our doctrine, and winning converts.
Many of us do not deserve these compliments. If we
were really doing these things as we should, there
would be fewer servants of the pope and more servants
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our Catholic friend closed by
saying, "Catholics should pray for them that they will
find the true 'Church of Christ'." If we have not found
the "true church of Christ," and should find it, should
we then call it the Catholic Church? If so, why? In our
review of this criticism of the church of Christ, we
have endeavored to "speak the truth in love" yet
plainly so that we are understood. We urge our

conventions, "although ‘Lectureships take their
place” The organization or government of the
church iscongregation rather than universal; but we
need to define what is meant by "conventions" and
"lectureships.” We normally think of religious
conventionsaslaw-making bodies, and of coursethe
church of Christ has no such nor is such needed.
Christ is our head and lawgiver (James 4:12) and
Hiswill isrevealed in the New Testament, not some
convention. As for "lectureships" sometimes a
series of protracted meetings is called that — and
that's all right. The colleges operated by Christians
have annual lessons called "lectureships' but they
are separate and apart from the church — or at least Zip
should be. He says that our popularity with other
protestant bodiesisnot high. That'strue, and solong
as we preach the truth we cannot anticipate an
increasein ratings. Our brethren of thefirst century . ; .
didn't ratetoo highly with others and were"the Way 'Srgp;i()sr?lgion #L
which they call a sect"” (Acts 24:14 NKJ), and 1/
"every where spoken against” (Acts 28:22). He said
that due to our "private interpretation” of the Bible
we believe that our interpretation isthe only correct
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