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Verse 16. The two pillars are men­
tioned in 1 Kl. 7: 15, also in V. 13 in 
this chapter. But the subject Is again 
brought up to tell us something of the 
great amount of ·'loot" the ktng of 
Babylon obtaiued. The lea. was a great 
tank containing water tor the various 
services about the temple. Without 
weight does not mean they were Ught, 
but -they were 80 large and many and 
heavy that they bad never been 
weIghed. (1 KI. 7: 47). 

Verse 17. A chapiter was a sort of 
ornamental cap or head piece on the 
pillars. Wreathen 'Work ana. pome­
granate, refers to the ornamental tor­
mations in the metal. 

Verse 18. Chief prie8t means the 
high priest. and second. priest means 
the common priest who was acting at 
the time. All of the Uneal descendants 
of Aaron were eligible for the priest­
hood, but their services were not al­
ways needed. Therefore. when a spe­
cified man is mentioned as being a 
priest, it means he was the one in 
active service. 

Verse 19. When a revolution takes 
place in a government, men of promi­
nence are otten destroyed as a pro­
tective measure against possible future 
revolt. It such men were influential 
in the former government, they might 
some day exert enough control over 
the emotions of the people to rebel 
against the new government. So we 
read that Nebucbadnezzar's leading 
military man took charge ot a great 
number of such persons who had been 
in the service of Zedekiah,. 

Verse 20. Nebuchadnezzar was still 
at Rlblah, therefore these "key" pris­
oners were taken to him there for 
judgment. 

Verse 21. Smote ... sleui-. The first 
word means merely to strike. but" not 
necessarily hard enough to kill. The 
second is added to teU " us the result 
of the stroke. This verse is the con­
cluding statement that the captivity 
had become a reality in full. 

Verse 22. There could have been 
various reasons why Nebuchadnezzar 
wished to leave a small group at people 
in the land. We learned in V. 12 one 
of them was that they" might carO for 
certain crops. But since the country 
bad been taken over by a foreign 
power, the people left needed some 
supervision, and tor that service N ebu~ 
chadnezzar appoInted Gedal1ah with 
headquarters at Mizpah. He also left 
some at his own ChaJdeans as a "guard, 

and the whole setup was to care far 
the land Bubject to the ktng at Babylon. 
This arrangement pleased the Jews 
who were scattered in varJous places 
in fear, aod they came out trom their 
hiding to Mizpah to enjoy the prlvl· 
leges permitted them under GedaUah. 

Verses 23-25. Jea.!ouliY Is a terrible 
sen.timent. and w11l lead men to com· 
mit great crimes. It appears here that 
the " people who came to Mizpah were 
favorable to GedaUah and that they 
appreciated his suggestions. But we 
have additional Information in Jer. 
4: 7-16; 41: 1·3. Gedal1ah waa warned 
of the treachery of Ishmael by Johanan 
but would not believe the aecusatlon. 
He and several others were murdered, 
including the Chaldeans whom the 
king of Babylon had lett to guard the 
place. 

Verse 26. This verse is very briet, 
and omits many details that would 
shed information on the reason they 
fled to Egypt for fear of the ChaJdees. 
It appears that Johanan became pan­
Jcky after the atTalr of Ishmael, fear­
ing even for the lives of all the rest, 
lest the sympathizers of Bablyon at­
tack them. He advised their :flight to 
Egypt In spite of" the instructions at 
Jerem.iah the prophet. and even took 
some of the people by force (tncluding 
Jeremiah) and fled to Egypt. The stu~ 
dent Is urged to r ead Jer. 42 and 43 
to complete the Information on this 
tragic episode. 

Verses 27-30. This paragraph passes 
over about 26 years to pick up a few 
incidents concerning Jeholachin. He 
had" been taken from his throne in 
Jerusalem atter reLgning only 3 months, 
and taken to Babylon. After 37 years 
in prison he was released by the king 
then' on the throne In Babylon, and 
treated with royal attention. Set 1144 
throne does not mean that Jehotachin 
was permitted to act as a king. It 
means that he was treated with more 
courtesy and distinction than any ot 
the other kings in captivity. In Jer. 
22: 26 it was predicted that Jehoiachln 
(there called Gontah) would die In 
Babylon; our present paragraph tut·" 
:flUs that prediction. It he was treated 
in Babylon in the manner descrIbed 
all the days ol1Ws life, he necessarily 
died there. 

1 CHRONICLES.',l 
General remarks: A feW ~eomment8 

were made on the subject ot aMonicle, 
at 1 K1. 14: 19. Having come ,"to thIs 
part at the Bible, I beUeve it will be 
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helpful to quote from two authentic 
secular sources some fUrther intorma· 
tion betore entering upon the chapter­
and-verse study ot the books just be­
tore us. The first w1U be trom the 
Scbaff-Herzog Encyclopaedia, Vol. 1, 
P. 468. "Chronicles, The First and 
Second Books of. The name, since 
Jerome, tor the Hebrew 'Book at the 
Events of the days,' called. in . the 
Septuagint PARALEIP<>)f ENA ("things 
omitted"). Originally our present First 
and Second Chronicles, Ezra and Ne­
hemiah, tormed ODe book. The proof 
of this is the similarity of style, Ian· 
guage, point of vIew. aud the identity 
of the last two verses, at Second 
Chronicles XXXVI. 22. 23) with the 
first two at Ezra. These books, there­
fore, were onCe one book, a history ot 
the Israelites tram the beginning; 0.1· 
though the first part Is exclusively 
genealogical tables to the post-exilian 
period. [Period atter the exile or cap­
tivity). Our present division of this 
book into four parts is very ancient, 
originating with the Seventy. [Trans­
lators ot the Septuagint Version]. 
Chronicles contains a l'eliable history. 
being drawn tram the omclal records 
of the Israel1tes, which explains the 
numerous instances in which it co­
incides even verbally with Kings, and 
where it dtfrers in names, etc" the 
discrepancy can be explained by text­
ual corruptions, either in Chronicles, 
Kings, or their common source. But 
the point ot view Is priestly, and there­
fore the author dwells at gl'eater length 
upon those features of the history 
which are ecclesiastical. Accordingly 
we find his narrative very full about 
David's rellglous reforms and arrange­
ments, Solomon's erection of the 
temple, its consecration, and his care 
for religion (he passes over his de­
fection). In regard to the other kings 
he emphasizes those like Asa, Jehosh­
aphat, Joash. Hezeklah, and Josiah, 
wbo were zealous tor the Jewish ra­
Hgion." 

The next is trom Smith's Dictionary; 
arUde, O'hroniCleB. "Chronicles, F1r~t 
and Second Books ot, the name origI­
nally given to the record made by the 
appointed historiographers in the king­
doms ot Israel and Judah. In the LXX 
[the Septuagint version] these books 
are called PARALIPO)lENA (1. e. things 
omitted), which ts understood as mean­
tng that they are supplementary to the 
books of Ktngs. The constant tradition 
of the Jews is that these books were 
for the most part compiled by Ezra. 
Op.e c;:tf t~e ~reate8~ 4ifliculties cpn-

nected with the captivIty and return 
must have been the maintenance of 
that genealogical distribution ot the 
lands which yet was a vital point of 
the Jewisb economy. '1'0 supply this 
want and that each tribe might secure 
the inheritance at Ita lathers on its 
return - was ODe object ot the author 
of these books. PI 

There are some special advantages 
in having these books of Chronicles; 
one is simUar to that of having more 
than one record or the Gospel in the 
New Testament. Frequently a subject 
that is treated in one of the books 
will be given additional information 
in another. So witb the books of 
Chronicles in the Old Testament. Sub­
jects that appear in the books of 
Samuels - and Kings will have more 
light shed on them in one of these 
books. The prevalence of so many 
proper names may seem unnecessary 
to us on first thought. In the flrst 
place, we should bear in mind that the 
Lord has a good purpose for everything 
he does, whether we can see the reason 
or not. But In this case we can see 
at least one reason tor the circum­
stance. As stated in the quotation last 
made above. after the return from the 
captivity, every family was eager to 
show the proper claim to the inheri­
tance coming from the ancestors. To 
do this it was necessary to prove the 
relationship. and that called tor the 
registration records. Hence we have 
the necessary though tedious long 
list of names. Let us place ourselves 
in the place of these Jews, wi th a per· 
sonal interest In the religioUS and 
temporal rights inherited from our 
forefathers. If we w1l1 do so, I believe 
we will study this book with interest. 
Due to the very nature ot the subject 
matter, many of the verses wlll be 
grouped in a paragraph and comments 
made on the group as a whole. Where 
the names are of historical interest 
to us, special attention will be called 
to them; either fOr the purpose ot 
citing the reader to other places In the 
BIble wbere they occur, or In order to 
explain Borne other spelling of tbe 
name for Identification. 

Verses 1-4, The 10 names represent 
the "blood line" through that many 
generations. Atter Cain killed Abel he 
was rejected although the older son 
of Adam. Then Seth (here called 
Sheth) was born and took his place In 
the line, and became the ancestor of 
the "sons of God" mentioned in Gen. 
6: 2, T~i. Is !nd!c~ted bi' tlle mM' 
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glnal reading, "eall themselves by the 
name of the Lord" at,Gen. 4: 26. See 
my comments at that place. also at 
Gen. 6: 2. By the blood Une Is meant 
the ltneal descendants from Adam 
to Christ, passing through many gen· 
erattoDs. and otten including men ot 
prominence from Tartous standpoints. 
The name or person of Christ was not 
made known to mankind until the 
Ume of Abraham, (Gal. 3: 16), but 
God bad it In mind aU down through 
the ages, and guarded it to help keep It 
a pure strain. We shan observe this line 
running through patriarch, prophets, 
kings and preachers. Sometimes the 
members of the Une will be good men 
and at other times wicked men. Occa­
sionally a woman was allowed to get 
Into the line from the outside, atter 
the strain bad been pretty wen estab­
lished, but the mascul1ne side of the 
Une was kept strictly with the Uneal 
descendants of Adam. The general rule 
was for it to pass through the oldest 
son, but there are some exceptions, al­
though we wlll not be able always to 
discover the basis for the change. This 
tine of descendants has commonly been 
called. the "blood Hne" from the fact 
that Christ was to have human blood 
tn his body, received from the first 
man, and through a carefully guarded 
Hne of generations. In most cases the 
particular group of these men is deter· 
mined by the mention of &orne man 
who was of special Importance besides 
being in the line. The group of this 
paragraph stops with Noah, made fa· 
mous by the flood. His three sons are 
named, and later we shall see one of 
them placed in the blood line as the 
story goes on. 

Verses 6·7. Much of this chapter 
corresponds with the 10th chapter of 
Genesis. After r unning the blood Une 
to Noah, the author gives us informa· 
tion on the three sons of that great 
man·, naming their respective descen· 
dants for a few generations. It wlll 
be interesting to identify some of the 
later groups of people with these memo 
bers of ·Noah's family tree. This para· 
graph deals with the descendants of 
Japheth. Although mentioned last, he 
was the oldest son of N oab. (Gen. 
10: 21). He was the ancestor of the 
great mass of the earth's population 
who came to be referred to as the 
Gentiles. The Gaullc Celts came from 
Gomer; the Slavs from Magog; the 
Medes trom Mada!: the Greeks from 
Javan; the Germans from Tlro.s. This 
information is t ram Origin of Nations, 
by George Rawlinson. 

Verses 8·16. The inferior nations 
came trom Ham, and some ot the most 
noted ones will be identified in this 
paragraph . . Cush originated the Ethio· 
plans, the Canaanites and Ph1ltst1neB. 
Nimrod. lJegan to .l)e mighty. A more 
speetflc reference to his power Is given 
In Gen. 10: 10 where he is conRected 
with the kingdom of Babylon. The 
several "ites" of the Bible history are 
shown to have originated with Canaan, 
son of Ham. 

Verses 17-23. Shem was In the blood 
Une, and from him came the great 
Israelite natton. There were other 
noted people who came from him. This 
Is explained by the fact that the line 
always continued through only one of 
his sons, until the time of David. when 
two sons were admitted Into it, carry· 
lng the blood stream down to the 
ttme of Christ and ter minating on the 
two sides of his house namely, his 
mother and foster father. If one of 
the fathers of the Une had more than 
one son, he might become the founder 
of a somewhat noted people, and they 
would be considered as indlrecUy re­
lated to the regular. Une. Thus we 
have the Assyrians spr inging from 
Asshur, one of the sons of Shem. Other 
branches of Shem's family are men· 
ttoned in this paragraph, including a 
number who were directly in the line. 
However, they wJll be Darned distinctly 
from those on the outside In another 
paragraph. 

Verses 24-27. This Is another group 
of 10 in the direct blood line. It ter­
minates with Abram (called also Abra· 
ham) for the reason that he was an· 
other outstanding man In the Biblical 
history. With thla paragraph we have 
the blood line brought down to the 20th 
generation from Adam. 

Verses 28-31. ]saac was 14 years 
younger than Ishmael, but is named 
first because he was the son chosen to 
be in the line. The members of Ish· 
mael's family wUl be gIven more no· 
tice sometime later, but are only casu­
ally named In this paragraph. 

Verses 32, 33. The woman who Is 
here called Abraham's concubine is 
cal1ed his wife in Gen. 25: 1. That is 
because there was no moral dUference 
between the two words in ancIent 
Urnes. The difference was In regard 
to proper ty rights. That Is why Gen. 
25: 5, 6 states that Abraham gave all 
that h.e had to Isaac. and gave only 
gifts to the sons of the concubine. 
Abraham married Keturah after the 
death of Sarah. There were 6 sons 
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born of the last marriage. and the 
Dame to note i8 Mldtan, because he 
was the founder of the famous Mldlan­
ite nation. 

Verse 34. In a veree above, two of 
Abraham's SODS afe named. Now the 
Author Is concerned about the one who 
Is In the direct blood Une, but who 
also bad his family tree divided into 
two branches, Esau and Israel or 
Jacob. 

Verses 36, 36. The readers marking 
their Bibles should underscore Esau, 
Eliphaz and A 'malek. That w1U assist 
the eye in selecUng the names of 
special importance. The Amalekltes 
were a famous people, and this pas­
sage shows at a glance the origin of, 
and hence the relation to, the regular 
blood line. 

Verses 37·42. Thts paragraph Is a 
Ust of the members of Eaau's family 
down to the 2nd or 3rd generation. 
There Is nothing in their hIstory ot 
special interest to UB. 

Verse 43. There were two noted 
groups of people that came trom EsEt.u. 
The Amalekites are named in V. 36, 
and now we have Edam introduced, 
which gave the name ot Edomitea to 
another group. Edom. was another 
name tor EaRu, and was given to him 
from the fact of his being red, also 
because of his fondness for red pot· 
tage. (Gen. 25: 25, 30). But the name 
Eitomites, while being related to the 
meaning of the word, came to refer 
specifically to that portion of Esau's 
descendants who were located near 
Mount Seir. The references to Selr or 
Edam, therefore, have tn mind this 
portion of Esau's descendants, and 
these people were by far the most im· 
portant of his family tree. Some favor 
was shown to the Edomltes in that 
they had kings before Israel. We re­
call that Jacob had cheated his brother 
about the birthright and blessing, but 
Esau was never entirely forgotten by 
the Lord. 

Verses 44-50. The main poInt of in· 
terest to UB tn these verses Is the tact 
that Edam had Quite a succeBBlon of 
kings, not just one who perhaps sprang 
up ··over night" and soon died out. 

Verses 61-54. The Edomltes had not 
only a Une of kings, but a group of 
dukes, which means leaders or chief· 
tains. 

1 CHRONICLES 2 
Verses I, 2. Israel was another name 

tor Jacob, which he received from the 
angel after his wrestling with him. 

(Gen. 32: 28). These 12 SODS of Israel 
were born in Mesopotamia, except Ben­
jamin who was born near Bethel. (Gen. 
36: 16-20) . The family history of Esau 
Is given In the Drecedlng chapter. 
There Is nothing said as to wby It is 
given before Israel or JacOb. We do 
know, however, that Esau was the 
older ot the brothers and that would 
make it regular to enumerate bis 
family first. 

Verse 3. A number of chapters will 
be devoted to the famlUes of the SODS 
of Jacob. They will not be considered 
in the order of their birth. The first 
one named is Judah, although he was 
fourth in age. But he was first in 
point of importance, because he was 
the one through whom the blood Une 
passed, making him a Uneal ancestor 
of Christ. In Gen. 38: 3-6 Is the ac­
count of these sons, showing the cir­
cumstances under which they were 
born. A few verses onward Is the 
record of the death of Er. Neither 
there nor here are we told what par­
ticular thing it was of which he was 
guilty. We are told merely that he 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
which brought death to him. 

Verse 4. The brevity of this book 
has a significant example In this verse. 
The mention of Judah's begetting a 
son by his daughter·in·law, Tamar, 
would arouse our curiosity at least, 
and some who are critical against the 
Bible mIght make more of it than the 
facts would justify. The Lord is not 
giving us this short statement of the 
case tram the principle of evasion. The 
whole 38th chapter at Genesis 'is given 
to the case, and the reader Is urged to 
consult it with care. 

Verses 5, 6. Since PhaTe~ and H ezron, 
son and grandson of Tamar, are in 
the blood line, their names are set 
down in the re<:ord. 

Verses 7, 8. Not an ot the SODS of 
Judah are named above. neither does 
thls verse teU U8 that Carmt was ODe 
of them. But Ch. 4: 1 says he was, 80 
in the present verse we shOUld read 
the statement8 with him in mind. The 
special item of interest to U8 Is the 
relaUon ot Carmi to A.chor, another 
form of Aehan, famous for his sin at 
Jericho. 

Verse 9. We are particularly in­
terested in the names of the men who 
are in the blood Une. H ezron had three 
sons, but Ram is the one to mark. be. 
cause he was in Une. 

Verse 10. Three of the men descended 
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tbrougb Judah, and tormlng part of 
the Une. are named in this passage. 
Na8hon 1s specifIed as a prince; it 
has no necessary offlcial meaning . . It 
comes from NASI and Strong defines 
it. "properly an exalted one, i. e. a 
king or sheik," It could Include the 
idea. of an official 8.S far as the defini­
tion Is concerned, but the connection 
would have -to show such a. meaning 
before it could be thus understood. 

Verses 11. 12. These verses corre­
spond with the closing 3 verses of the 
book of Ruth. See the comments made 
at Cb. 4: 18-22 In that book. 

Verses 13-15. Not only was David 
in the blOOd line of Christ, but the 
inspired historian gives enough of the 
names preceding and following him, 
that we can get a view of his family 
connection. He Is said to be the 7th 
SOD of his father, but in 1 Sam. 16: 10 
it t8 Shown that he had 7 sons besides 
DaVid. All thIs Is on the basis that 
some one ot the sons was at such little 
Importance that he was left out of the 
royal lIst, and the document compiled 
by Ezra tor the Bible followed that 
list. 

Verses 16, 17. As a rule, there was 
not much attention paid to the birth 
ot daughters. But a special point of 
interest called tor the notation ot 
David's sisters. TheIr 80Ds became 
prominent In the affairs of the nation. 
Read 2 Sam. 2. Joab became especially 
noted on account ot his connection 
with the military servIce of David. 

Verse 18. This Oaleb must not be 
contused with the man aSSOCiated with 
Joshua as a spy. His father was 
Jephunneh; the father · ot this one 
was Hezron. 

Verses 19, 20. SimHarity ot names 
should not be allowed to contuse us. 
Thts H1LT was a son of Caleb who was 
a son of Hezron. The one in the days 
ot Moses was from another family. 

Verse 21. Went in to Is one Biblical 
way ot mentioning the intimate rela­
tion of the sexes. Whom he -married. 
The 'last word is defined in the margin 
by "took," and the lexicon gives the 
same. There were no formal marriage 
ceremonIes in those days. A mao took 
a woman from her family association.­
went In unto her, which means he be­
came intimate with her, and that made 
them one flesh, the only Btbltcal basis 
of marriage. 

Verse 22. Had the cities means he 
held tbem or controlled them, and it 

means the clti .. that bad belonged to 
the land of Gilead. 

Verse 23. From them means Jair 
took these towns from the communi­
ties ot GIlead. Of Jair means that at 
the time ot this writing, the towns 
mentioned were considered as belong· 
ing to Jatr, having been taken tram 
the people ot GlIead. 

Verse 24. The construction of this 
verse 1s a UtUe vague. The thing that 
happened was thIs. Atter Hezron was 
dead, Caleb had relations with Ephra. 
tah, and they had a son named Ashur. 

Verses 25·33. This paragraph Is a 
list of the family tree ot Jerahmeel, 
one ot the sons ot Hezron. There is 
no special connection with other parts 
at the history. 

Verses 34·41. Because it was un­
usual to record the birth of a daugh­
ter, or at any rate to attach much 
importance to It, the writer tells us 
that Sheahan had no sons, which Is 
the reason tor mentioning his daugh. 
ters. He gave his daughter to his 
servant In order to · have a son by 
"proxy," She bare him means, his 
daughter bare a son tor her father, 
but who had been begotten by the ser. 
vant. We wUl not have ·much occa. 
sion to consider this tamily elsewhere, 
so the paragraph may close here. 

Verses 42·56. I have grouped all at 
these verses into one paragraph be­
cause they pertain to the family names 
at Caleb. The exact identity at this 
man Is uncertain. Young does not at­
tempt to clarity it, and Moffatt's trans­
lation throws little or no light on the 
subject. It fs sufficient for us to know 
that no other historical matter Is de­
pendent on the identity of this par. 
ticular man Or any of his tamlly. Such 
passages doubtless were usetul In de­
termining the settlement at an in· 
heritance; but further than that we 
need not be concerned. 

I CHRONICLES 3 
Verses 1·3. Because ot friction in 

the naUon, David did not reign over 
all the tribes at the beginning. Also 
for that re&SQn he did not at first 
reign tn Jerusalem, but In Hebron. 
While there he had 6 sons trom as 
many wives. Three ot these sons be. 
came mOre or less prominent after­
ward; Amnon, Absalom and Adonijah. 

Verse 4. In detailing the years of 
David's separate dIVisions of bls reign, 
the extra 6 months is mentioned. When 
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the reign as a whole Is referred to It 
is stated to be 40 yearS. 

Verses 5·9. The chief item of in­
terest in thIs paragraph la the fact 
that Nathan and Solomon were full 
brothers, sons of Bath-sheba, here 
called Bath·shua. The significant thing 
about that Is that the blood line of 
Christ divides with these brothers. 
Solomon retains the genealogy that 
ends on tbe roster father's side, and 
Nathan becomes an ancestor of Mary, 
the mother of ChrIst. See tbe gene­
alogies in Matt. 1 and Luke 3. A reter­
ence only Is made to the sons of the 
concubInes. That is because a concu­
bine was inferior to a wite In the 
matter of property rights. There was 
no moral difference recognized, bence 
these persons are caUed sons of Da vi d 
wJth the same kind of expression 8S 
used. tor the others. 

Verses 10-16. I have made ODe group 
of these verses because of the interest­
ing tacts that they contain the com­
plete blood line tram Solomon to the 
end at the kingly descendants of 
Judah. It is a coincidence ot interest 
that the same men who were in the 
pedigree through that period were also 
the kings of Judah, Zedekiah being the 
last man at the line ever to occupy a 
temporal throne. Verse 15 shows a 
break tn the Une as regards proper 
succession. Instead of the line run­
ning successively from father to son, 
etc., three at the sons at ' Josiah oc­
cupied the throne. The transactions 
of this irregular arrangement are 
shown in the last chapter at 2 Kings. 

Verses 17·24. The account at activi­
ties ot the people had to be made by 
the inspired men during the period 
covered by this paragraph, because 
they were In captivity in Babylon. 
Only a part of the Une is shown here; 
for fuller Information see Matt. 1: 11-16 
and Luke 3: 24-27. Jeconiah Is called 
also Contah and J ehoiachin. 

1 CHRONICLES 4 
Verses 1-4. Plurality at wives was 

tolerated In ancient times, and that 
gave occasion to think of a man's pos­
terity In different groups. Hence we 
have an account at Judah's sons in 
thIs paragraph, although we bad one 
in Ch. 2: 3. And again, we should 
keep In mind the special reason for 
the importance at family registration 
in view of property inheritances, and 
also the 1nterest in the promises to 
be fulftlled through the descendants 01' 
Abraham and DaVid. 

Verses 5·8. Evidently the point In 
this paragraph is signified by Ashur's 
having two wIves, and their respective 
sons were named. 

Verse 9. It was decreed trom the 
beginning that childbirth should be 
attended with pain; and after the sin 
ot Eve that paIn was to be increased. 
See my comments at Gen. 3: 16 regard· 
tog this Bubject. Whlle this increase 
at pain was to be general, there would 
be exceptions where stUt greater Bul­
tering would have to be endured. The, 
last word at this verse meaDS paIn, 
and the word Jabez in the Hebrew 
means sorrow. The birth of this eon 
was attended with unusual pain and 
sorrow, so h e ,was given a name that 
signified the experience. 

Verse 10. While it was through no 
fault of his that Jabez was so named, 
he seemed to tear it might act as a 
"had luck" omeD in his life. In view 
of this, he earnestly prayed to God for 
help, that he would bless aod prOSper 
him in the ways of life. It is pieasant 
to read that the prayer was granted. 

Verses 11, 12. Ohelub is mentioned 
to begin this paragraph. The only 
feRSon I can find tor his mention Is 
the tact that he was a part of the 
tamUy tree at Judah. All that Smith's 
Bible Dictionary says ot him is, "A 
man among the descendants ot Judah." 

Verse 13. Othniel is the name to 
have our attention here. He was the 
man who tought a battle to obtain a 
wite. (Josh. 15: 16, 17). 

Verse 14. Oraftsmen Is trom CHAlUsn 
and Strong defines it, <fa fabricator of 
any materia1." These people were en­
gaged in the special trade of prepar­
ing materials to become parts ot some 
larger unit. They happened to Jive 
in this certain valley which gave it 
the name CharasMm, which means 
"crattsmen. " 

Verse 15. Oaleb is a familiar name 
to us because he was one at the 12 
spies who went to search out the land 
ot ,canaan. He was one ot the falthtul 
ones, who, with Joshua, was per­
mitted to enter the promised land. 

Verses 16--20. All at the persons 
named in this paragraph were mem­
bers at Judah's family stock. Some of 
them are identical with others ot note, 
such as Ezra, Miriam, Heber, Pharaoh, 
Amnon; but the similarity to the ones 
of note is purely a COincidence. 

Verse 21. Er was the grandson of 
Judah, not his son who was slain by 
the Lord tor his evil conduct. Some-
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tim .. the thing that won .. place or 
honorable mentlon was some special 
trade. As an instance of It, we read 
of the fabricators in V. 14, and now 
the workers in linen In this verse. 

Verso 22. The verBe means that 
these men were dominant persons in 
the land of Moab. Ancien.t thingB 
means that It bad been a matter of 
established note. from ancient times, 
that the men referred to did occupy 
that Bort of dominion in the land of 
Moab. 

Verse 23. This verse is a kind of 
detall of the preceding one. The state­
ment is there made that the men were 
prominent. This verse explains that 
they had a special trade, that of work­
ing 1n pottery, and that they were em­
ployed by the king. So important was 
this work that it made them Bome­
thing Uke the "indispensable man," 
They not only worked in pottery, but 
had care of the shrubbery so important 
in the palace grounds. 
, Verses 24-31. Simeon was the 2nd 

son of Jacob. He was put out of the 
direct blood line on account of murder 
(Gen. 49: 5·7), so that his posterity 
was not recorded for the purpose of 
showing his right to that pOSition. It 
was sUll important in connection with 
the settling of inheritances. They re: 
talned their hold on the ciUes named 
until the time of David. We are not 
told why it was changed then. 

Verses 32·38. After giving this group 
of names, the last verso states the 
occasion for their being recorded. Men.­
tionea is tram BOW and Strong defines 
it, "to go or come." Name8is from SHEM 
and we have the definition. "&.0. appella­
tion, as a mark or memorial of indi­
viduality; by implication, haDar, au­
thority, chara.cter."-Strong. Princes 
is trom NASI, which Strong defines, 
"properly an exalted one, 1. e. a king 
or sheIk." With this critical informa­
tion as a basis, the conclusion is that 
the persons presented were entitled 
to special notice due to their important 
character or personality; that as a 
result of their influence, they added 
to the prestige of the house of their 
fathers. 

Verse 39. According to Young, Oedor 
was a place in the extreme south ot' 
Judah. It was not far trom the vi· 
cinity or the Edomltes. These people 
were industrious and willIng to bestir 
themselves to make their condition 
beUer. They dealt in cattle and went 
in search of pasture tor their llocks. 

Verse 40. Their activities were re­
warded, and they tound tat or rich 
pasture with plenty of room. Some at 
the descendants of Ham had occupied 
the territory several years before, and 
had left the country quiet. 

Verse 41. This verse is a detail of 
the preceding one, and states the time 
when their activities for territory took 
place. TheBe written meRne the ones 
named In VB. 34-38. Tent •. _ . habita.. 
tiens. The first word meana the same 
as the word denotes today; the next 
means the places at residence In gen· 
eral. The idea of conquest by might 
seems to be outstanding in the ac· 
count. and we might be inclined to 
shrink from their conduct. However, 
we should remember that these people 
were ot the seed of Abraham and had 
been promised this land. even though 
they had to fight to obtain It. 

Verse 42. This is another specUlca­
tion ot the activities reterred to in 
V. 39. Mou.nt 8eir was the territory 
in general, of which the mount at 
that name was a part. This was a 
rather wide stretch of country, and 
sometimes was occupied by the various 
portions at Esau's seed. 

Verse 43. In 1 Sam. 15 is the Qc· 
count of Saul's attack on the Amalek. 
ites. He was told to smite aU of them, 
and the record says he did so, except 
the king. But that was to be under­
stood as applying to the ones engaged 
in combat. I mean, the claim that 
Saul had kllled all but the king was 
his own declaration. He had actually 
been commanded to destroy all the 
people, including the women and chil­
dren. We know. however, that he reo 
stricted his movements to the com­
batants, letting others escape. Those 
whom he allowed to escape are the 
ones meant 1n our present verse, where 
it says Amalekitea that were escaped. 

1 CHRONICLES 5 
Verse 1. In several preceding chap.. 

ters and some to follow. the family 
registers receive attention from the 
inspired writer_ But it has not been 
done according to the order ot birth. 
The present verse takes up the register 
of Reuben the firstborn at Jacob. After 
stating that he was the firstborn. an 
explanation is Injected tnto the ac­
count at why he did not retain his 
place In the blood line genealogy; that 
it. was because of his sin about his 
father's bed. (Gen. 35: 22). That sin 
not only deprived him ot this honor, 
but also of his property rights, which 
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was a part of the advantage of being 
the firstborn. This inheritance was 
given to the descendants of Joseph, 
and by that a prophecy of Jacob was 
fulftlled. See Gen. 48: 22; Deut 21: 17; 
Josh. 17: 14. 

Verse 2. Ohie! ruler refers to Christ, 
who was from the tribe of Judah. 
Hence Reuben lost his property rIghts 
to Joseph. and the genealogy to Judah. 

Verses 3·6. Tllgath-pilneser Is the 
same as Ttglath-piteser who WAS of 
Assyria. Beerah was a prince among 
the descendants of Reuben, and this 
Assyrian king carried him off into the 
Assyrian captivity. (2 Kl. 16: 29; 
16: 7). 

Verses 7, 8. Beerah had some breth· 
ren who were chief men, and they 
are named in thIs paragraph. 

Verse 9. This particular man, Bela. 
took possession of some pasture land 
as tar as the Euphrates River. The 
reader may ask whether this was justi· 
fied by the promise to Abraham; Gen. 
.15: 18 shows that it was. 

Verse 10. The Hagarite, were a 
people named after Hagar, the hand· 
maid of Sarah. They occupied a terrl~ 
tory east of Palestine that is other· 
wise called Gilead. Whtle Hagar's son 
was begotten by Abraham, the in· 
heritance was to come th rough the son 
of his wife Sarah. (Oen. 25: 5). It 
was proper, therefore, for these SODS 
of Reuben to take thts land, since they 
were descended from Isaac, the eon 
of Sarah. 

Verse 11. Gad was another of the 
tribes, and had some territory in the 
same place as that of the deBcendants 
of Reuben. The specific spot where 
they settled may be recognized by the 
mentioning of Bashan, the place where 
Og was king at the Invasion of the 
Israelites under Moses. 

Verses 12-16. This paragraph spec­
Ifies some at the men at God who 
occupied this space formerly held by 
the king of Bashan. 

Verses 17. The names given in the 
precedIng paragraph had been enrolled 
In the time of Jotham and Jeroboam, 
kings of the two bodies of Israelites. 
Their right to some of the Inherited 
land could therefore not be disputed. 

Verse 18. The two and a ha1t trIbes 
named here are the same whose reo 
quest Is recorded In Numbers 32. This 
request was granted, but they were 
expected to fight for the territory. 
Their miI1tary strength for doing so 
Is described In this paragraph. 

Verses 19·22. Some of this territory 
had been taken by Moses as the chll· 
dren of Israel were coming from 
Egypt. (Num. 21: 35; 32: 33). While 
it was given to them. there was some 
resistance from part or the natives 
and they had to be taught. But God 
was with his people and caused the 
battle to be a success. They obtained 
the territory and kept It until the 
Assyrian captivity. 

Verses 23, 24. The two and ODe halt 
tribes are usually menUoned as one 
unit. But In the matter at settllng the 
tnheritance. the halt trIbe maintained 
its tribal distinction and occupied the 
land in its proper place. 

Verses 25, 26. The inspIred write r 
goes onward many generations to the 
overthrow of these tribes or Israel. 
The reason for their downfall Is given 
to be the sin of idolatry. 'The very 
thIng tor which God enabled his people 
to drive out those nations, became the 
popular sin of them, 80 that he saw 
fit to puniSh them by a national down· 
fall. Thts has already been mentioned 
In thl. chapter (V. 6). and the original 
history of It Is recorded In 2 Kings 15. 

1 CHRONICLES 6 
Verse 1. Levi was tbe 3rd son at 

Jacob. He was eltminated from the 
blood line tor the same reason as was 
hIs brother SImeon, which was murder. 
(Gen. 49: 6). This applied to him 
personally, however, aod did not at· 
feet the standIng of his descendants 
in their work tor the Lord. The tribe 
that sprang tram hIm was honored by 
being chosen as the one to have entire 
charge or the reHgtotl8 services of the 
tabernacle. And the three sons of 
Levi were assigned theIr respective 
parts of the service. That is the 
reRSon the three are named in this 
one verse. 

Verse 2. Special importance was at· 
tached to one of the SODS of Levi. 
named Kohath. And his son Amram 
became peculiarly important in that 
be was the father at the two brothers 
who will be named next. and who be­
came the outstanding men in connec­
tion with the religious activities of 
the nation. 

Verse 3. Amram had two sons and a 
daughter. The two sons became famous 
in the history at Israel, each for a 
special cause. Aaron was the first high 
priest, and father of the entire priestly 
line throughout the life of the nation. 
MaBeS was the lawgiver, and the man 
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who was inspired to write the first 
five books of the Bible. Since Aaron 
was exclusively _ the founder of the 
priestly group of God's people, his 
tour SODS are named in this verse, 

Verses 4-15. All of the sons ot Aaron 
were ellgtbJe for the priesthood and 
served whenever needed. But the high 
priesthood normally descended through 
the oldest son. unless some circum­
stance made a switch to another 
necessary. This paragraph cites the 
Une of high priests to the Babylonian 
captivity. The account starts with 
Eleazer, although he was not the 
ftrstborn son ot Aaron. The reason 
Is that the two brothers older than 
·he were slain tor their sin about the 
strange tire. (Lev. 10: 1, 2. ) The priest­
hood was then passed to the next 
oldest brother because neither ot them 
had left any children. (Num. 3: 4.) 

Verse 16. This chapter starts with 
the names of Levi's three sons. That 
i8 for the purpose of Introducing the 
priestly and legal lines of Aaron and 
Moses. Now the same three sons are 
mentioned to introduce some of the 
other special work. 

Verses 17·30. The three sons. Ger. 
sham (also spelled Gershon). Kohath 
and Merari, had fam1I1es, and the work 
of these grOups was assigned to them. 
A list of these registrations Is hereby 
given, which was put into the records 
In order to settle any misunderstand· 
ing that might arise concerning the 
work In the futUre. 

Verse 31. Since the preceding para. 
graph extends to the captivity. it 
would Include the pertod of David's 
work. After the ark hlUt rest refers to 
the time when David had brought the 
ark to Jerusalem and placed 1t In the 
tent pitched for it. (2 Sam. 6: 1·17.) 

Verse 32. The tabernacle was the 
bullding that Moses erected at Sinal, 
and the house of the Lord was the 
temple that Solomon buHt to be used 
Instead of the tabernacle. Not being 
descended from Kohath, these people 
had no 'work in the priesthood. They 
were therefore employed in this ser· 
vice according to David's appointment. 
According to their order means ac· 
cording to the directions that David 
gave them. Each of the men served 
as he was bIdden, 80 that order was 
maintained in the service. 

Verses 33·38. The group of the 'KOo 
hathites was eligible for the priestly 
service. However, since their service 
iJ). tha.t capaeity was not alwa,Ys needed, 

they could be emploYed otherwise. In 
the present Instance we see they were 
engaged in the song servJce. Fur ther­
more, the descendants of Kobath were 
in the priestly group. yet some of 
them might be disqualified for that 
service because lacking In some per· 
sonal requirements. (Lev. 21: 1-8.) 
But whl1e disqualified tor that service, 
they could be useful In other forms of 
servIce about the Lord's institution. 

VerBes 39·47. IItoM ... l eft hamd. 
This was arranged for the purpose of 
maintaining good order in the service. 
God bas always manifested a desire 
for order and not contusion. Paul 
taught this principle in 1 Cor. 14: 33. 

Verse 48. There were many services 
pertaining to the tabernacle in general, 
that did not require the special QuaU· 
fications of a priest, and yet whicb 
should be done by the specially chosen 
tribe, Also, by the ones who did have 
the priestly qualifications previously, 
but had lived past the age limit. There 
was plenty of useful work to be done 
and they were to have the privilege 
or doing so. (Deut. 18: &.8. ) 

Verse 49. The teaching ot this verse 
cannot be considered with too much 
care. It is not generally understood 
that the priesthood was the exclusl"e 
right and office ot Aaron and his lineal 
descendants. Hence it should be re­
membered tbat whtle aU priests were 
Levites, not all Levites were priests. 

Verses 50·53. This paragraph has 
to do with the line of high priests 
only, and they descended from Aaron 
through Eleazer, who was next oldest 
after the two who were dead. 

Verse 54. These reters to places yet 
to be named in the following verses. 
Oa&tles refers to walled towns or 
clUes. The tribe ot Levi was not to 
have a general allotment of land &s 
did the others, but was to be given 
clties throughout the whole land. Read 
carefully Num. 35: 1·15 for particulars 
concerning this subject of the Levitical 
possessions. Among the cities to be 
given the Levites were 6 used as 
refuge tor the slayer, and 3 at them 
wUl be named In this chapter. CGa8ts 
means borders or territories regard· 
less of whether land or water is under 
consideration. 

Verse 65. H ebron was one ot the 
clUes of refuge given to, the Levites. 
See my comments at Num. 35: 4. 5 on 
the meanIng ot "suburbs." 

Verse 56. Caleb bad made a. specIal 
request fpr thl~ territory} and M08~~ 
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gave it to him in recognition of his 
faithfulness in wholly following the 
Lord. (Josh. 14: 6·14.) 

Verses 67·81. It wlll be just as well 
to comment on this group of verses as 
a wbole. On the west side of the Jordan 
River there were c1ties selected from 
the various fam1l1es of the tribe of 
Levt, three of which were ciUes of 
refuge. They were Hebron (V. 67), 
Ge,er (V. 67) and Go/l1m (V. 71). 
These several ciUes were scattered 
throughout the land in general, hence 
were taken from the ditrerent tribes. 
This long paragraph 18 a list of the 
variOUS cities given to the Levttes. 
showing from whose llossessions they 
had been appropriated. 

I CllRONICLES 7 
VerBeS I, 2. Generation. means tam­

lly history as the word is used here. 
The statement meana the hilitory of 
that family was one of valor. Thefr 
number had been taken by DavId, and 
it was 22,600. 

Verse 3. Obadiah. and Joel are men­
tioned In this verse, but it Is a mere 
coincidence that their names are the 
same as those or two or the minor 
prophets. 

Verses 4, 6. In the family register 
or these men at IBsachar were 36,000 
mUltary men. The simple explanation 
of the large number of that kind of 
men is that there were many wIves 
and sons. The conclusion is that a 
general m1litary training was given 
the sons or the rising generations. 

Verses 6, 7. Another tribe is Intro­
duced, that ot Benjamin. Reckcmed by 
theiT genealogies means they were not 
counted unless they bad been born in 
line with the family record of births. 
These were men of valor which means 
strength or power. 

Verses 8, 9. The main reason (or 
noting these verses is to show the 
close distinction between the words 
genealogy and generations. The first 
means the pedigree at the stock, and 
the second is the history of that pedi· 
gree. To 1l1ustrate, an animal mIght 
possess the pure blood of a certain 
strain. yet not get credit for it be­
cause no record had been kept ot it. 
Theretore. a prospective purchaser 
would demand that the pedigree be 
"registered" to show the purity of the 
stock. Likewise In our case of the 
sons ot Becher, the number ot men 
counted tor the mtlttary came from 
thoee not only of ~he pure stock (gene-

alogy). but it was a matter of history 
or registration. 

Verse 10. Benjam.in Is another fa· 
miliar name, but its presence here is 
a coincidence. 

Verses 11.12. Heads of their tather8. 
The last word is plural because the 
group being considered descended 
through the various posterity of Jedi­
ael. The number 17,200 was the m1ll· 
tary strength of this group. 

Verse 13. This short verse is all 
that Is given to the tribe of Naphtall. 
If any landed interest was due the 
members of this tribe, it could be es· 
tabl1shed through this brief but direct 
pedigree. 

Verses 14-19. This paragraph in­
cludes 811 of the names that the pres­
ent record gives of the trtbe of Man­
asaeh who was a son ot Joseph. An 
interesting item of this account Is 
concerning the status ot Zelophehad, a 
near descendant of Manasseh. This 
man had no sons, and that fact brought 
an embarrassing situation to the 
daughters about their property rights. 
They made an appeal to Moses which 
resulted in an Interpretation ot the 
law in thetr favor. This account. is In 
Num. 27: Hl. 

Verses 20, 21. This book Is a list of 
the tammes ot Jacob's sons. Not much 
attention 18 paid to consecutive chron­
ology, nor to the relative dates ot the 
events written about. The transactions 
of this paragraph and the following 
verses took place in the land ot Ca­
naan before they went down to Egypt. 
We know this is true. for none of the 
original heads of the tribes would be 
living after they came out of Egypt. 
These sons of Ephraim were ktlled 
by the natives of Oath on the ground 
that they were going to get their Uve­
stock. 

Verses 22-27. It was natural for 
Ephraim to mourn over the violent 
death or his Bons, regardless of what 
they may have done to :provoke the at· 
tack. The lexicon definition of Beriah 
is, "in trouble," There are many in­
stances recorded in the Bible where 
children were given names with a sig­
nificant meaning. Hence there is noth· 
ing unusual in the present case. Aside 
from explaining why this son was so 
named, there is no significance In the 
mention of Ephraim's loss in c10se 
connection with the fact of his rela· 
tions with his wife. That particular 
fact was the introduction to the Ust ot 
his descendants connecting the line 
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down to a tammar name, It bas a dIf· 
terent torm from what we have known; 
Non Is the same as Nun, and Jeho,1&1l4 
18 the Bame as Joshua. 

Verse 28. We think ot Bethel and 
the other places named In this verse 
a8 c1ties or towns, yet the text gives 
tbem and also their t01Onl. The word 
18 from a Hebrew term with a very 
wide range of meaning. Its primary 
dednltlon Is "daughter:' but it bas 
figuraUve applications &1ao, and when 
80 used it means something closely 
related, 8uch as a daughter who would 
be related to an older person. Moffatt's 
tranalation gives it "Betbel and its 
townships," etc. 

VersB 29. Ephraim and Manasseh 
were full brothers and it seems appro­
priate to write of the two In this way 
of close association. We were told 
that the descendantB of Ephraim had 
certain places Uwlth their towns" 
(towu!hips) , now it is fitting to say 
something of the kind about the d~ 
leandants at Man&Bseh. 

Verses S()..40. This paragraph re­
counts the prominent descendants of 
Asber, another of the tribes of Israel. 
Most of the comments made In the pr~ 
ceding paragraph will apply here. The 
familiar name, Jephown.neh, 1& another 
coincidence only. 

1 CHRONICLES 8 
Verses 1-27. This concerns Benjamin 

although we have already seen some 
account ot him in the preceding chap­
ter: however, a aUght variation will 
be noted In the names. It Is explained 
by the tact that property rights had 
to be considered when giving the 
names of a man's deseendants. Further­
more, that was a military age, and 
sometimes the writer was enumeratlng 
the members of a famUy in view of 
their general qualifications for mtutary 
service. That Is why we so otten see 
the expression "able to go forth to 
war." 

Verse 28. Head, 01 the father, means 
they were leading men, whose descen­
dants included fathers of important 
generations, and who lived In Jeru· 
wem. 

Verse 29. Fat1l.er of Gillean means 
the founder of the city, and that he 
lived in the city he founded. His name 
was Jehlel according to Ch. 9: 35. 

Verses 30-32. The preceding para­
graph showed us that Jehiel was the 
man last referred to; and the one 
meant by the pronoun "his." He had 

a son named KiElb, but he was not the 
father of Saul. 

Verle 33. The importance of this 
verse i8 evident. According to 1 Sam. 
14: 61, N er was the father of Abner, 
the captain under Saul. This verse 
IhoWI him to have been also the 
father of Klsh. Since Abner and Kish 
were brothers we see that Saul had 
hla uDcle as his chief mtutary head. 
Tbe three brothers of Jonathan are 
named, but only Jonathan became 
noted tn the later activities of the 
tam!ly. 

Verse 34. DllsimUarity of names of 
the same man may be as confusing as 
limller names for different men. Here 
Is Merlb·baal which reters to Mephlb· 
osbeth, who Is connected with the 
movementa ot David. (1 Sam. 4: 4.) 

Verses 35-39. These are descendants 
of JODathan. and among them are a 
few Dames tammar In form but It is 
jUlt another coincidence. . 

Verse 40. Archen means men who 
were able with the bow, which wae one 
form of weapons used In thOBe days. 
The men named were descended from 
Jonathan who was an expert In that 
form. ot action. See 2 Sam. 1: 18, 22. 
The last sentence uses the.e to mean 
the chapter as a whole, sinee Saul was 
of that tribe being eonsldered. 

1 CHRONICLES 9 
Verse 1. Genealouiel Is from YACHAS, 

and Strong defines it. "to enroll by 
pedigrees." Written in the lIook i8 ex­
plained by my comments on 1 K1.14: 19. 

Verse 2. Tbe preceding verse closed 
with a reference to the Babylonian 
captiVity. UP to that point In this 
book, the writer was giving a Ust of 
the dltterent tammas of llrael, show­
Inc the proper place and rank of the 
poople. Between the 1st verse of this 
chapter and the one we are studying, 
the 70 years of the captivity took place 
and the people were released to return 
to Jerul581em. This verse, as well as 
the rest of the chapter, w1ll give us a 
briet 11&t of those who returned, and 
their places of residenee, as well as 
the Darticular rank and service ac­
cepted. It wJll be tnatrueUve for U8 
to note the Ust, to compare It with 
that contained in the Drecedlng cbap­
ters of this book. Firat is from. a word 
that Strong defines, Ufirst, In time, 
plaee or rank." The conneeUon indio 
cates the last word of the definition fs 
the one that app11es here. This conclu­
sion is justified by the special naming 
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of prim" Levi/ .. an4 Ne/III .. I"". The 
Jut word was never used uDt11 after 
the captlvlty, although the specIal 
temple service, which distinguished 
them as a class, bad been used pre­
viously. 

VerBe8 S·8. This paragraph begins 
stattng the various perSODS who 10· 
eated in Palestine after returning from 
Babylon. Men from tour tribes. Judah, 
Benjamin, Ephraim and Manasseh, 
dwelt in Jerusalem. 

Verse 9. There WElTe 956 of these. 
said to be cMel men, which agrees 
with the definition of rank a.a the 
meaning of first in V. 2. 

Verses 11).12. The priests would 
logically dwell In Jerusalem since 
their work was there. Ruler of the 
hOW86 01 God means he was 8. leader 
through prestige. 

Verse 13. The re8.80D for naming 
this group as a unlt Is expressed in 
V. 13; they were verJ/ able men. 

Verses 14·16. The Levites &8 a tribe 
were mentioned in V. 2. Now certain 
men 01 the Levite, are singled out for 
bonorable mention. The Netophathite. 
were the inhabltantB of Netopbath. 
These people spread out and occupied 
the vIDagee in the surrounding terri­
tory, and Levttee already named re­
sided in some of theBe v1llages. Not all 
Levites would need to be In acUve ser .. 
Vice at the same Ume. so they could 
reside in places other than Jerusalem. 

Veraes 17, 18. The porten were Jani­
tors or doorkeepers. These men at· 
tended the gate at the east side of 
the city. 

Verse 19. Gateo 01 the /b<Jemocle. 
We know the tabernacle proper had 
vanished long before this time, which 
was atter the return from · caPtivity. 
In describing the work 8881ened to 
these men It Is based on their former 
work. Moffatt's translation throws 
Ught on this passage which I will 
quote: "Were in charge of the ser­
vice as keepers of the sacred thresb· 
aIds, as their fathers had been keep. 
era In the sacred camp of the Eternal." 

Verse 20. Phinehas was doorkeeper 
in early times: now that the people 
get their Uberty to return from the 
captivity, some others will need to 
take up the work; that prepares U8 
for the next verse. 

Verse 21. Zechariah performed the 
service that was referred to in pre­
ceding verse. 

Verse 22. These 212 were admitted 

to thla service atter the return because 
their Dames were found in the regis­
ter. This was an omclal record. having 
been made under the supervision ot 
David and Samuel the seer, or prophet. 

Verse 23. The tabernacle Is men­
tioned again because that had been 
the institution that originated this 
kind of service. After the return from 
Ba.bylonlan captivity the same kind 
of service was rendered for the temple. 

Verse 24. This means the four points 
of the compass. The original word tor 
quarter, Is Uterally defined as "winds." 
When used to denote directions It Is 
as when we say "the tour winds under 
heaven." 

Verse 26. This means the bretbren 
changed shUts on this service every 
seven days. 

Verse 26. The Levites that were the 
chief porters or doorkeepers for these 
four gates had their position B8 a. let 
ot!f,ce, which means "trust," and they 
had also the charge of the treasury. 
However, they would need some help, 
80 their brethren relIeved them by 
turna at intervals of seven days. 

Verse 27. WhUe they were reUeved 
at times of some of the weight of the 
omce. they remained near the temple 
to Bupervise the opening of the gates 
in the morning. 

Verse 28. Ve,se', means any imple­
ment or utensU. These men bad a 
general charge to care for the utenaUs 
needed about the temple. B'V tale de­
notes a counting of the utensils when 
they were taken out of their storing 
place for service, then counted again 
when ready to be put back. This Will 
in the nature of a "check. Jo 

Verse 29. Every man had his own 
task. Some bad . that of supervising 
the utensils. also the materials used 
In the service. 

Verse 30. In Ex. 30: 23·25 the for· 
mula was given for the anointlng all. 
There were restrictions about the mak~ 
ing and using of this ointment, there­
fore it was appropriate that the Bans 
of the priests have charge of its mix­
ing aa indicated bere. 

Verse 31. According to Lev. 2: 5 
some at the materials used in the ser­
vice were prepared in pans. Matti .. 
thlah had charge of this part of the 
work. 

Verse 32. Kohathite, were the de­
scendants of Aaron through his son 
Kohath. Their special charge was to 
see after the bread for the table in the 
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holy place. To prepare it meant to see 
that the 12 loaves were put on the 
table each sabbath. to replace those 
that had been there since the previous 
sabbath. This was according to the 
law In Lev. 24: 5·9. 

Verses 33, 34. The singers were free 
from otber duties because their ser· 
vices kept them In the temple day 
and night. 

Verses 35·44. This paragraph Is 
practically the same as Ch. 8: 29·38. 

1 CHRONICLES 10 
General remarks: There seems to be 

an abrupt change of subjects. Up to 
this point the author was concerned 
with the pedigrees of the families of 
the Jews, to establ1sh their proper re­
possession of the land. The next thing 
he wishes to do is to restore the respect 
for and tnterest in the institution of 
the national Ute. Its tfue greatness 
really dated from the reign of David, 
and bence the main hIstory from now 
on will be on that basis. However, 
since David was not actuaUy the first 
king, the author realizes the moral 
necessity of paying at least a little 
attention to Saul, the first king. In 
that way 1t eould be said that the 
writer of the books of Chronicles gave 
a history of the kingdom at Jerusalem 
from its beginning. But only enough 
or the history or Saul was given to 
show there was such a king, then state 
briefly tbe account of bis shameful 
death. We therefore have the explana~ 
tion of the sudden change of subjects, 
plunging into the very midst of Saul's 
last battle. As to its historical setting, 
this chapter corresponds to 1 Sam. 31. 

Verse 1. The Phillstines were long 
the enemies of the Israelites. Their 
country lay along the western border 
of Palestine, and tlie people were from 
a very old stock. They fought with 
the IsraeUtes in a fierce battle. The 
action was in the vicinity of Mt. Gn~ 
boa, which was a. range of mountains 
in the northeast part or PalesUne. 

Verse 2. It 18 a piece or good strategy 
to get the generals in an enemy army. 
The Philist ines concentrated thetr ac~ 
tions agatnst Saul and his sons. This 
verse says they were slain, but the 
details of Saul's death will be given 
in some verses to follow. 

Verse 3. The Philistines succeeded 
in hitting Saul with their arrows, and 
the wounds would have proved fatal 
had he not interfered .by his own action. 

Verse 4. This verse shows why I 

said the wounds of Saul might have 
proved fatal. At least Saul believed 
them to be that serious, else he would 
not have wanted to "cheat the gallows" 
by taking his own lIfe. Swortt . .. lell 
upon it. The kind of sword used in 
battIe was 80 long that it would have 
been dUDcult, It not imp088tble. to use 
it upon one's self in the ordinary way. 
That Is why a man who committed 
suicide with a sword did it by stand· 
ing it with the handle on the ground, 
then, leaning over and down upon it, 
the weight or his body would force 
the weapon through it. 

Verse 5. It does not say the armor~ 
bearer just thought Saul was dead; it 
says he 8WW that Saul WllB dead. Now 
we know a maD cannot see that which 
does not exist. The inspired writer is 
the one who says the armorbearer saw 
that Saul was dead, which proves that 
he was dead after falling upon the 
sword. These comments should be can· 
sidered when thinking of the story of 
the Amalek1te In 2 Sam. 1 : 1·12. That 
young man thought be would win the 
favor of DavId by his falsehood. 

Verse 6. Saul had been told the 
kingdom was to be taken from him, 
and that did not mean merely from 
him personally; it included. an enUre 
change of famlly for the throne. The 
death of an his house prepared the 
fulfillment of that prediction. 

Verse 7. The result was doubtless 
as the Ph1l1stines expected. It the 
leader in battle is kUled, especially 
when it is the kJng at the nation, the 
depression would be great. After flee· 
ing in their fright. their cities were 
lett to the mercy of the enemy. 

Verse S. Strip Is tram a word that 
means "to plunder." It did not mean 
to remove the clothing, but to take the 
valuables that might be upon them. 
In their general search for dead bodies 
they came upon those ot Saul and his 
SODS. 

Verse 9. Carry is tram LABAR which 
Strong defines, " to be fresh. 1. e. tull 
(rosy, figuratively cheerful)." The an· 
nouncement that the ktng of their 
enemy was dead would be good news. 
The sIght of his head and armor would 
be proof that the news was true. 

Verse 10. Dagon was the national 
god at the Ph1l1stines. The image it· 
self was a combination of man and 
fish. Of course an image Uke that was 
intended to represent some invisible 
deity who would guard their human 
interests. By Including the likeness 
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of a flsh, it would suggest something 
encouraging for the men who spent 
their time on the sea. Since the Ph1Us· 
tiDe country was near the sea, the 
people would natural1y be interested 
in a god who was interested in them. 
To fasten the bead of their enemy in 
the house of Dagon signified the su­
periority of their god over all others. 

Verses 11. 12. The general meaning 
of valiant Is "to be 8trong," whether 
appl1ed to an individual or an army 
of men. The people of Jabesh-gllead 
were strong and brave. AU the -valiant 
men came to rescue the bodies of Saul 
and his sons; that would be for two 
reasons. It might be the Ph1listines 
would resist their taking the bodies, 
and force would have to be used. An~ 
other thing, it was a demonstration of 
the respect they bad for the leading 
men to come in a body, as it were, to 
perform these rites to a faUen mono 
arch. The fast ot 7 days was a formal 
ceremony. done on the same prinCiple 
that funeral ceremonies, the use of 
flowers, etc., are practiced today. 

Verses 13. 14. These sins are on1y 
mentioned here. The detailed account 
01 them Is In 1 Bam. 13: 8·14; 15: 6-29 
and 28; 6-20. 

1 CHRONICLES 11 
Verse 1. This verse goes past the 

7 years that David reigned in Hebron. 
During those years he was recognized 
by the tribe of Judah only. Abner, the 
captain over the mllitary In Saul's 
reign, put his son Ish·bosheth over the 
other tribes, and they kept David from 
his rightful place unt11 after the affair 
of Abner and Saul's concubine. Then 
Abner revolted the party of Saul and 
went over to David, which brought 
about the actions referred to in the 
present paragraph. The history of the 
change described above is in 2 Sam. 
3: 7-21. SeeIng that the house of Saul 
had gone down In ita plot for power. 
these people came to David and pro­
tessed to be devoted to blm. 

Verse 2. There might be some doubt 
as to the sincerity of "all Israel" In 
these flattering remarks., considering 
thetr attitude tor 7 years just past. 
But now they see the "handwriting" 
and want to be on the winning side. 
However, all the good thIngs they said 
to David were true, only they should 
have recognized it before. 

Verse 3. With their "change of heart" 
toward David, the elders and leaders 
of the Israelites came to Hebron, where 
he had. been reigning for 7 years over 

Judah, and anointed him as their per· 
BODal recognition of his true rank, 
spoken of' by Samuel. 

Verse 4. Up to this Urne It seems 
that no attempt bad been made to 00· 
cupy Jerusalem. Ish·boseth the usurper 
had hie throne at Mahanaim. (2 Sam. 
2: 8.) Now that the nation has come 
together in the matter of a king. it 
was proper that J erusalem be used as 
the capital for the king. When they 
did so. they found the city in posses­
sion of an ancient tribe called J ebusites. 

Verses 5, 6. These ancient citizens 
01' Jerusalem were unwUling to be 
disturbed. This verse makes only a 
statement of the tact, but 2 Sam. 5: 6 
gives the conditions on which David 
had to obtain possession of the city. 
The Doted man Joab made his reputa­
tion good by leading in the attack on 
the opposition and gaining control of 
the city. 

Verses 7, 8. There are some terms 
that might contuse the reader, that 
refer practically to the same thing. 
In the city of Jerusalem there was a 
section or borough tba t was more im­
portant than others. In this place was 
a fortified castle, and it Is sometimes 
called MUla. David settled In that 
part of the city and for that reason it 
was called the city of David. The same 
place was also what was meant by· 
Mount Zion, or by the one word, Zion. 
And because 80 much of the Lord's 
institutions took place tn that locality, 
the term "zion" or "Mount Zion" came 
to have a spiritual or figurative mean­
ing In later years. 

Verse 9. It is signifl.cant that David's 
growth 18 accounted for by the fact 
that the Lord was with him. In all 
ages of the world, true greatness has 
consisted In doing and being what is 
pleasing to God. 

Verses 10, 11. All men were not 
counted great for the same reason. 
Later on Solomon w1l1 be given an 
Important commission tram God ))e.. 
cause of his success aga.tnst his mili· 
tary foes. There Is no contradiction in 
the situation. The Urnes ot David re­
quired the activities recorded of him, 
for there were many mighty forces 
that had to be subdued to make ready 
for the peaceful reign of Solomon. 
The success of David In his many con­
flicts was due largely to his wisdom 
tn . selecting the proper men for his 
service. In this and several verses to 
follow, the statements of greatness of 
his men will be verified by specific 
citation of their deeds. In the present 
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paragraph the man slew 300 with a 
heavy weapon called a spear. It was 
an instrument composed of a long 
sbatt with a head of hard metal, and 
was hurled by hand against the toe. 

Verse 12. No explanation is given in 
the Bible why David's great men were 
grouped in threes. It is easy to see 
some advantages in the arrangement, 
however. These men were expected to 
meet the foes of the kingdom as well 
as David's personal enemies. A trio 
of good men would be more successful 
because of mutual encouragement. It 
would be also an advantage in case of 
casualties, so that the survivor could 
care for the fallen comrade. Of course, 
David would not put three of the best 
in one group and then form some other 
group all of the inferior kind. He 
associated one of the best with others 
in forming the groups. But if some 
special occasion required only one 
man's services, he would select one 
from some of these trios. 

Verses 13, 14. Barley was a valued 
food and the Philistines planned to 
take this Held. They had frightened 
the Israelites from it when David, 
aided by one of his mighty men, beat 
oft the Philistines and saved the food. 

Verse'15. Three of the ·thirty. This 
is rendered "three captains over the 
thirty" in the margin, and Moffatt's 
translation gives practically the same 
wording. Adullam was a city in Judah 
that Is referred to in a number of 
places in the Bible. According to 
Smith's Btble Dictionary, there were 
limestone clifts in that locality which 
were pierced with extensive excava· 
tions, one of which was the "cave of 
Adullam" in the time of David. The 
valley of Rephaim was in the same 
general vicinity as the cave, and the 
Philistines brought their army there 
to oppose David. 

Verse 16. The Philistines had a 
general mass of soldiers in the valley, 
but their garrison, which means a 
fortified post, was at Bethlehem which 
also was in the vicinity of the valley. 
David, in the meantime, was hiding in 
the hold, which means the cave of 
Adullam which was of such a character 
that it provided a stronghold for 
safety. 

Verse 17. This event about the water 
is a sidelight on the main subject, the 
bravery and might of David's chief 
men. Whether he really intended to 
drink the water we are not told. The 
point is to give an instance of the 
achievements of the great men in his 

service. But in order to give an in· 
telligent view of the occasion it was 
necessary to relate the request of 
David and his activities afterward. 
The well was in the very shadow of 
the garrison of the Philistines, and it 
would be necessary to face them in 
obtaining the water. We may reason· 
ably conclude, therefore, that David's 
expressed wish was to test the courage 
of his men. 

Verse 18. Drawing water from a 
well in those days was not as simple 
a matter as might be the case today. 
It was done chiefiy by the use of an 
earthen pitcher and rope and would 
be a very visible performance. This 
would make it a dangerous occasion. 

Verse 19. Drink the blood is ftgura· 
Uve, and refers to the risk of being 
slain, that the men took when they 
got the water. TheBe thing! did these 
three mightiest. This expression gives 
the main object the writer had in tell· 
lng about the water. 

Verses 20, 21. Differences in rank 
were recognized in those times as well 
as in the present. As a reward for 
his valor, Abishai was exalted above 
the others of his trio. He had slain 
three hundred. 

Verse 22. LionJike is defined, "he­
roic." It means they were unusually 
strong and active. Time 01 snow is 
incidental, explaining why the lion 
was taking refuge in the pit. But the 
fact of the lion's being in the pit in· 
dicates a very great hazard. 

Verse 23. A staft was a lighter 
weapon than a spear. The greatness 
of this feat was in the fact of disarm­
ing the Egyptian and slaying him 
with his own weapon. 

Verses 24, 25. Honor to whom it Is 
due entitled Benaiah to the present 
report, but he must not be thought to 
be equal, in rank, with another trio 
in David's service. 

Verses 26·47. Allot these men at­
tached to David in service for the 
kingdom were outstanding. Special 
mention, however, should be made of 
Asahel because of his relation to Joab, 
the commander·ln-chief; and of Uriah 
because of the aJrair about Bath·sheba. 

1 CHRONICLES 12 
Verse 1. David had fled to the land 

of the Philistines as a final escape 
from Saul, and had been given Ziklag 
as his own residence (1 Sam. 27: 1-7). 
It was natural that many of his asso--
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elates would come to him. to render 
whatever service they could. 

Verse 2. It is noteworthy that some 
of these men were relatives of Saul, 
the very man from whom David had 
fled. This shows the sentiment that 
was held for him in his 61ght from 
Saul. 

Verse S. These men were of the tribe 
of Benjamin, but the "i te" appellative 
i8 added to designate the town or other 
location of eaeh one's reBidence. 

Verse 4. Isrnaiah is named as a 
special man in that he outranked the 
30 of whom he was one. 

'Verses 6-7. No particulars are given 
as to the deeds or rank of these men, 
but their being included by the in­
spired writer is proof of thetr im­
portance. 

Verae 8. The tribe of Gad was situ­
ated eaet of the Jordan. yet these eame 
over to David in a goodly number. The 
cbaracter of the tribe as described 
bere, i8 borne out by Smtth's Bible 
Dlcttonary as follows: "The character 
of the tribe 1s throughout strongly 
marked-fierce and warUke." A shield 
was a defensive piece. held at the left 
side to ward off the darts of the enemy. 
A buckler was a stmnar ple<:e, but used 
more &II a shield for the front of the 
body. The reference to UODa Is for 
comparilJOD only, indicating the bold­
neM of the men. The roe was a kind 
of deer that waa very swIft on toot, 
hence the comparison. 

Verses 9-13. Having given a descrip­
tion or the Gadites in general tn the 
preceding verse, this paragraph names 
some of the men who came. 

Verse 14. The men named above 
were so able tn war they were "given 
a position over others. Their quallH­
cations were indieated by the taet that 
the least of them could manage 100 
men, 

Verse 16. At harvest time the Jordan 
overflowed all its banks (Josh. 3: 15). 
The fact i8 mentioned tn this place to 
indicate the rugged character of the 
Gadltes. Being on the eaat of the river, 
they had to get across the torrent In 
some way tn order to get to David. 

Verse 16. Judah and Benjamin were 
adjoining tribes. and men from thetr 
territories went over to the land or 
the PblUstines to offer their services 
to David. 

Verse 17. Since Saul was or the 
tribe of Benjamin, it is understand­
able why David would question these 
meA as to their purpose in coming. 

Verse 18. Amasa1 was spoke!lman 
tor the grOUI>. He assured David" that 
they wisbed him peace. and indicated 
they were ready to fight tor bim. He 
then received them and enlisted them 
in his serviee. 

Verse 19. When David was preparing 
to 6ght In the Philistine army against 
Israel (1 Sam. 28: I , 2; 29 : 1·10) these 
men offered to light by h is side. How­
ever, since David was rejected from 
the PhUiatine army. we have no further 
information as to the activities or 
these Manassehttes. 

Verse 20. Ziklag was the city that 
had. been given to David by the Philis­
tine king of Gath. (1 Sam. 1·7.) Fell 
to him means they became friendly 
to htm. These men or the trIbe or 
Manasseh were not ordInary persons, 
but were captains, This sbows the 
standing that David had In those 
troublous times. 

Verses 21. 22. Rover, Is not in the 
original, bat band is, and Is defined 
in the lexicon, "a crowd (especIally of 
soldiers)." Moffatt's translation gives 
us Utbe raiders." These men wbo came 
to David from the tribe or Mana88eh 
were themselves men ot experience as 
soldiers, and were able to help him 
agalIl8t the hostile bands. Encouraged 
no doubt by the favorable appearances, 
the number of men coming over to 
David's side inereased. dally, untn it 
became a great host, which means it 
became an army. 

Verse 28. The reader is taken back 
to the time David was king tn Hebron. 
At that time he reigned only over the 
tribe or Judah as a whole. But there 
were individuals who had friendly 
teeUng for him and came to his aid. 
They beUeved that David waa the 
rightful ruler, and that the attempts 
to hold the kingdom for Saul'a famny 
were unlawtul. 

Verse 24. It would be expected that 
men of Judah would be tn sympathy 
with DavId in the controversy. Yet it 
sometimes occurs that professed Bym­
pathy is all the assistance one gets, 
while these men or the home tribe 
where David was reigniDg showed. 
their Sincerity by being ready armed 
to the war. 

Verses 26, 26. Here we see that some 
men of the tribes who were supposed 
to be under Saul's son came over to 
David's side. They were not just those 
who might have been considered the 
weaklings seeking some recognition. 
They were mighty men of valor, which 
meana they were strong men. 
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VerSB 27. The previous verse had 
mentioned the chlldren of LevI. That 
would mean the tribe 88 a whole which 
consisted of three important groups 
from the tbree BOOB of Levi. The 
present verse cODsiders ODe family of 
Levi only. the A.aronites. They were 
the priests since only the family of 
Aaron was eligible for the priesthood. 

Verse 28. There were several men 
named Zadok, some of them in the 
priesthood. The one tn this verse is 
dtff'erent from all of them, and is 
known stmply as a young man of 
much strength. He led 22 captains, or 
military leaders. tn the service for 
DaVid. 

Verse 29. Saul was from the tribe of 
Benjamin. It 18 Significant, therefore, 
that 3,000 men of that tribe adhered 
to David. for the most of the tribe still 
clung to the house of Saul. 

Verse 30. Almost it not quite all 
ot the tribes furnished men who were 
faithful to David, even while the tribes 
88 a Whole held with the conspiracy 
for Saul's house for some years. But 
special reasons for mentioning the 
particular ODes are often given. The 
men ot Ephraim are saId to have been 
famous. StroDg defines the orIginal 
word, "an appellation [or name] as 
mark or memorial or Individuallty; by 
Implication honor, authority, char­
acter." 

Verse 31. Mention of the hatf tribe 
of ManaJJseh does not mean that part 
ot the t r ibe was opposed to David. 
Half of that tribe had settled on the 
east side of the Jordan River, which 
would explaIn why tbey bad not taken 
active part in the movements. Verse 
20 had already mentioned 7 men of 
this tribe who came to David's side, 
and they were captains. Our present 
paragraph reters to 18,000 of that tribe 
who, though not as prominent as the 
ones in verse 20, were men of sumcient 
importance that when they came to 
Da.vid they were all named out to him. 

Verse 32. U'1I4erstanding Of the 
time. means they were men of good 
judgment. to know what to do in all 
emergencies : the less etf'cient men co­
operated with these. 

Verse 33. These men are mentioned 
because of theIr expert ability in 
battle. They could make formations 
for the actioDs that were helpful to­
wards Victory. Not 01 double heart 
means they were not wavering in their 
purposes. 

Verse U. The men ot this tribe are 

mentioned because of their expertness 
in handUng the shield. <md. 'pear. The 
spear was a long rod or pole with a 
sharp, heavy bead, and used by hurl­
ing with the band at the enemy. This 
was done with the right hand. and 
the shield was a plate or metal held 
in the left hand to ward ort' the spears 
thrown by the enemy. 

Verse 35. The simple statement that ­
these men were expert in war Is the 
motive for taking note of this group 
of the Danftes. 

Verse 36. In this and two other 
verses above the word expert Is used 
to describe the quallty of the men 
referred to. The particular meaning 
of the original word is defined by 
Strong thus : "A primitive root; to set 
in a row, 1. e. arrange, put in order 
(in a very wide variety of appllca­
tions)." The practical meaning of the 
word Is ablUty to keep In order under 
the excitement of battle. 

Verse 37. Other "Ute of JonLan means 
the east side. because the author is 
writing from the main part of the 
Jewish territory wbich is Palestine 
proper, west of Jordan. 

Verse 38. The writer extends .the 
date of his narrative to the time when 
David was to be accepted as king of 
the whole nation. Many of the men 
cited above had shown their sympathy 
for hIm befo re; now they are taking 
an active part In the developments. 
The quallfication could. keep rank Is 
the same as betng "expert" which was 
defined at verse 36. Game with a per­
fect heart means they were whole­
hearted in the1r friendship for DavId. 
The various tribes were sincere in 
their offer to recognize him, although 
some of the indiViduals had been slow 
In seeing the injustice of the usurpa­
tion or the bouae of Saul after hIs 
death. 

Verse 39. The people had come to 
Hebron because that was the place 
where David bad been located during 
his restricted reign. They had been 
expected. and preparations were made 
for a reast that lasted 3 days. 

Verse 40. This verse describes a 
gather ing of many people of Israel. It 
was a joyous time because the opposi­
tion to David had subsIded, and the 
outward expressions of support for 
him caused all to have a sense of 
relief. The general feeUng of JOY 
prompted these men of the tribes men­
tioned to contribute the food for the 
entertainment, 80 that the three-day 
feast was an oCCRsion of great Joy. 
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1 CHRONICLES 13 
Verse 1. David was the absolute 

king of the Israelite nation. But he 
was a man of systematic principles 
and knew the value of cooperation. He 
therefore took his great men Into his 
confidence and consulted them about 
the important proposItion at hand. 

Verse 2. The proviso that David 
made In connection with his proposal 
was that It be 01 the Lord OUT God. 
With such a condition understood. all 
ot his suggestions would be righteous. 
Among the brethren generally Bcat. 
tered, special mention Is made of 
prie8t8 and LeVites. The distinction 
between these two Is in the fact that 
all priests were of the tribe of Levi, 
yet not all Levltes were eligible tor 
the Office of priests; only the family 
of Aaron had that right. 

Verse 3. In 1 Sam. 7: 2 it 15 stated 
that the ark was in Kirjath-Jearim 20 
years; that was before Saul was made 
king. He reigned 40 years (Acts 13: 
21) and David had been reigning at 
least 7 years at the time or the present 
paragraph, making fully 47 years since 
the ark was taken to Kirjath-Jearim. 
The clearest explanaUon Is the state­
ment in 1 Bam. 7: 2 Is based on BOrne 
special conditions connected with the 
ark. and not on the period. as a whole. 
The ark had not been consulted in the 
days or Saul because he was not much 
Interested, and also because It was not 
hi its proper place in the tabernacle 
where the high priest could have ac­
cess to it. 

VerBe 4. It ·is not necessary tor a 
thing to be right in the eyes of the 
people, to be right before God. It I. 
grattfying, though, when the people 
approve or that which Is right. That 
was the case in the matter at bringing 
the ark home. 

Verse 6. Bhihor 01 EfJYPtt Is the same 
as "river of Egypt" In Gen. 16: 18. 
It waa the southern boundary of the 
land at Canaan whlle Hematb was at 
the north. The statement means that 
David made a general call for the 
people all over the country to back 
hlm. in bringing the ark home. 

Verse 6. Baalah was another name 
for Kirjath-jearim, the place where the 
ark had been so long. Belonged to 
Judah, means it was located in the 
territory possessed by the tribe of 
Judah. The cherubims were on the 
cover of the ark and God had said he 
would meet the high priest there on 
behalf of the people. (Ex. 25: 10·22.) 

Verse 7. Oarried Is tram BA.EA8 and 
Strong defines it, .. to ride (on an 
anImal or in a vehicle); causatively, 
to place upon (for riding or generally), 
to dispatch)." A cart was used to 
move the ark which was contrary to 
the law which required that it be 
borne by the staves in the sides. (Ex. 
25: U, 15. ) 

Verse 8. David. and all1,rael played 
means they were merry and expressed 
their feelings by using instruments of 
music. The corresponding passage in 
2 Sam. 6: 14 says that David danced 
also. Individual dancing was a com­
mon practice in those days. It was not 
like the mixed dancing of the sexes 
with each other in our times. It was 
perfectly logical that a feeling of Joy 
would be caused by seeing the sacred 
vessel arriving toward the city from 
which it bad unlawfully been taken 
almost balf a century before. 

Verse 9. It was common for more 
than one name to be given to the same 
person or place. Oh4do11, here is the 
same as "Nachon" in 2 Sam. 6: 6. 
Stumbled Is from an original word 
with a stronger meaning than this. 
It is defined ... to fling down; incipi­
ently [indicating] to jostle."-Strong. 
It means that the movements of the 
oxen actuaUy caused the ark to be 
shaken so that it was in danger of 
being thrown from the eart. That 
would have been a tragedy. for it would 
doubtless have been burst open and 
its sacred contents exposed. With all 
that in view. Uzza had the best of 
motive In putting his hand on the ark. 

Verse 10. Good motives will not ex­
cuse a man in wrongdoing. The ark 
was to be borne by the hand with the 
staves, and no reason existed for carry­
ing it on a cart. The Lord was angry 
or displeased with Uzza for his viola­
tion of the law and punished him with 
immediate death. The circumstance 
should be a lesson on the importance 
of obeying God regardless ot how 
matters look to us. 

Verse 11. Da'Vic.t was displeased does 
not mean he found fault wlth the 
Lord. He was worried over the whole 
thing because Jt was necessary tor God 
to break ott' (breach) his favor trom 
Uzza. which threw the situation into 
confusion. 

Verse 12. Afraid Qf God means he 
was overawed by the event and intimi­
dated against doing anything turtber 
with the mov1ng of. the ark as tar as 
Jerusalem. 
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Verso 13. For the time being David 
had the ark deposited in the house of 
Ohed-edom the Glttlte. 

Verse U . The Lord blessed the 
family of Obed-edom for the respect­
fut care given the ark during the three 
months it was there. According to 
Young and other authorities, Obed.· 
edam was a Levlte. which made It ap. 
propriate tor the ark to be tn his 
house. although there Is no Indication 
that be attempted any priestly use of 
it. Gittite was a local1ty term and not 
related to his nationality. 

1 CHRONICLES 14 
Verses 1. 2. From a strictly religious 

standpoint. there should have been no 
fellowship between Hiram and David. 
The former was of the heathen na­
tions whUe the latter was of the na­
tion of God. But the Mosaic system 
was a combination of civil and religi­
oua government. From the civil stand­
point it was In order for the two to 
be on friendly terms. The fact that 
Hiram contributed valuable materials 
towa.rd the buUdlng of a bouse for his 
kingdom, indicated to David that 
Providence was in bls favor and that 
his acquiring the enUre kingdom of 
Iarael was to be permanent. These 
verses, however, are Introductory only, 
and nothing wlll be done tor some 
time about the building. 

Verse 3-7. In a book of this kind 
we may eXlleet to find a repetition ot 
some details and see them scattered. 
The list ot David's sons is given in 
eh. 3: g.9. In that place It Is shown 
tha.t Nathan and Solomon were his 
sons by the same woman, who was 
Bath·sheba. This is interesting from 
the fact that the tull brothers were 
ancestors of Christ. Nathan headed 
the Une ending with Mary the mother 
of J eSU8, and Solomon headed the Une 
ending with Joseph, the foster father. 

Verse 8. News of David's rise to 
power over the whole nation of Israel 
was diapleaalng to the Philistines. the 
old enemies of God's people. They 
came up to oppose him, but he went 
out against them. 

Verse 9. The valley of Rephalm was 
a field south of Jerusalem. It was the 
scene of some of David's greatest con­
quests. The Ph1l1stinea spread in this 
locality In a position threatening to 
David. 

Verse 10. David was a man with 
great faith in God. He depended on 
Ills counsel and belp In the duel with 

Goliath, now be uked for divine gul· 
dance in the matter of meeting the 
Ph1Ust1nes. Upon inquiry the Lord 
told him to attack the enemy with the 
promise that he would WiD. 

Verse 11. Baal-perazlm was a place 
within tbe vaney ot Rephaim. At that 
spot David won a .reat vlctory over 
the enemy and p.ve the credit to God. 

Verse 12. In tbelr 61ght the PhUls· 
tines left their gods behind; David 
commanded that they should be burned. 

Verse 13. Tbe enemy was persistent 
in the conflict and returned to the 
valley. 

Verse 14. The Lord directed David 
to make a ditterent mode of attack. 
The reason for It Is not stated. 

Verse 15. According to Smith's Bible 
Dictionary the mulberry trees referred 
to are not the same as our · trees of 
that name, but something llke the 
aspen tree. The original word is de­
fined by Strong, "The weeping tree 
(&Orne gum-d18t1l11ng tree, perhaPB the 
balsam) ." As the leaves of tbe aspen 
tree are very sensitive to the slightest 
disturbance Jt Js slguUlcant that God 
used the .0U114 0/ the going in the 
to-p& ot the mulberry tree' 88 the signal 
tor attack. See my comments at 2 
Kl. 2: 8 as to unusual and arbitrary 
means used In connection with a 
miracle. 

Verse 16. From Oibeon even. unto 
Gazer mean. David defeated tbe Phllls' 
tines who were pitched agatost him In 
the territory between those two citles. 

Verse 17. The natioDs feared David 
in the sense ot respecting him. They 
regarded him as a man of such dig­
nity and power that it would be un­
wise to ignore him. 

1 CHRONICLES 15 
Verse 1. Cltv Of DfW14 wu tbe 

borough In Jerusalem otherwise called 
Mount Zion. These houses were not 
01lJciaJ buildings. except tbat they were 
for the housing at the kIDg's household. 
Prepared. a place means he arranged 
a suitable site to pitch a tent tor the 
ark. We have learned of David's plan 
to bring the ark to Ita proper city. 
and tbat the plan was temporarily 
halted over the atrair of Uzza; now he 
will try again. 

Verse 2. David profited by the ex. 
perience of Uzza. The language of this 
verse Impl1es that Uzza was not a Le­
vite. However, that does not account 
for his death, for nO one was authorized 
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to touoh the ark since It was l)rovlded. 
with the staves. 

VerBe 3. We are not to take this 
to mean each individual of the whole 
country came to Jerusalem, but the 
caU was for certain ,representatives 
out 0/ all Israel. This Is indicated by 
the specUlcatioDs of Borne verses to 
follow soon. 

Verse 4. Aaron. and the Levitu are 
mentioned as separate groups. That 
Is because Aaron's family only of the 
Levites had right to the priesthood. 

Verse 6. Kohath was the 80n of Levi 
and he was the father of Aaron the 
priest. At this Ume that family had 
Increased to 120. 

Verses 6, 7. Levi had two other SODS 
besides Kohath. They could not act 
In the priesthood but had other im· 
portant activlUes. Their combined 
Dumber was 350. 

Veree 8. According to Num. 3: 30 
El1zaphan was a Kohathlte. While not 
all Kohathltes were eligible for the 
priesthood, their near relation to Aaron 
made it avpropriate that they have 
a svecial charge of the articles of ser· 
vice. Among the groups there were 
certain ones who were considered as 
chief or outstanding which Is the point 
In this verse. 

Verse 9. Ch. 6: 18 shows Hebron 
was a son ot Kohath. He had 80 de· 
scendants ot whom El1el was a. chief. 

Verse 10. Uzzlel was another son of 
Kobath. and the group springing from 
him numbered 112. Since these men 
have been singled out in the work of 
moving the ark. it should be can· 
sidered in connection with the state­
ment in V. 3 about aU brael. 

Veroes 11, 12. A BUll more Bpeellle 
appointment was made ot the priests 
and' others related. to prepare them· 
selves for the duty of bringing the 
ark 'to Its place. 

Verse 13. David's comment on the 
tragedy about Uzza Is that God had 
not been sought after the due order. 
That refers to their moving the ark 
on a cart instead of carrying it with 
the staves. 

Vense 14. 8cmctifte4 them,elve.t means 
they got themselves tn readiness for 
the service by whatever might be 
necessary for their cleansing if they 
were unclean. Also, the word "sane· 
tlfy" means to consecrate or devote 
oneself. Not all men eligible for the 
priesthood were acting at the aame 
time. Some 01 .the .. might be engaged 

tn other activities that were lawful. 
yet which would prevent their taking 
part In the emergency of moving the 
ark. David meant for them to dismiss 
all other engagements and be ready 
for the speeial work at hand. 

Verse 15. The mistake made in the 
atrair of Uzza was not to be repeated. 
The Levites bore the ark by plaeing 
the staves on their shoulders. This 
was according to the law of Moses. 
(Ex. 26 : 14. ) 

Verse 16. These instruments were 
not originally provided for in the law, 
but David was a man of God and his 
works were blessed, all of whleh in· 
dicates that God was favorable to· 
wards the Instruments. 

Verse 17. The various men were to 
perform their own proper Items of 
the ceremonies. Nothing was lett to 
cbance or haphazard action. An old 
and t rue saying is. "that which Is 
everybody's business is noOOdy's busi· 
nels." David avoided such a failure 
by ordering a set task for the men 
appointed. In obedience to his dt· 
rections. the Levites appointed a group 
of singers under the charge ot' Heman. 
BOn of Joel. 

Verse 18. The word degree has noth· 
ing In the originaL The word ,econ4 
is from a Hebrew word with a variety 
of meanings, one of which is "second 
In order." It therefore does not mean 
that the men under Zechariah were 
inferior to those under Heman. All 
that is meant is that the Levites ap.­
pointed two groups of singers, each 
group to be under a leader. The group 
ot V. 17 was mentioned Orst, and the 
group of this verse was mentioned 
second. without any distinction of 
merit. 

Verses 19·21. The various musical 
instruments named tn this passage, 
together with Borne words in connec­
tion. constitutes an orderly arrange­
ment for the proper musical etrect. 
Some of the words refer to the instru· 
ment, and others have in mind the 
part of music to be played. J have 
examined the lexicon of Strong. also 
Smith's Bible Dictionary, and flDd that 
Morlall's rendering of these three 
verses is correct. J shall therefore 
quote them for the information of the 
reader. "Of the singers, Heman, Aaaph, 
and Etham bad to beat time with 
bronze cymbals; Zechariah, Jaazlel, 
Shemlramoth, Jehlel, Unni, EUab, 
Maaseiab, and Benaiah bad to lead the 
praisell with lutes set tor soprano 
voices, while Mattlthlah, E!lphlehu; 
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Mlknelah, Obed-edom, Jehle!, and 
Azariah had to use harps set for bass 
voices," 

Verae 22. Song Is translated "lifting 
up" In the margin of some Bibles, and 
strong's lexioon agrees with it. Mol'fatt 
renders the word "transport" which 
also agrees wIth the lexicon. The idea 
corresponds with OUf "crescendo" per­
formance In Bong. From the four 
verses Just considered it is clear that 
Borne attention was paid to "parts" in 
those days. It gives us the example ot 
Old Testament usage, at least. for 
having the lour voices In our church 
Bongs, 

Verses 23. 24. The ark was to be 
kept in the tent which Dav1d pitched 
tor it. The sacredness of the article 
made it necessary to have It carefully 
guarded. The men named in these 
verses were to serve as guards at the 
entrance of the tent. 

Verse 25. Having arranged. his groups 
of helpers out of the elders and cap­
talna, David went to the house of 
Obed-edom to get the ark. Ark 01 the 
covmumt refers to the tables of the 
covenant that Moses had put there at 
Slna!. (Ex. 25: 16. ) 

Verse 26. Gratitude for favors Is 
one of the tlnest of pr inciples; es· 
pecially when it is backed up by some 
action. The Levites knew it was a very 
momentous occasion, for it was a sort 
ot correction of the terrible mistake 
made in the case of Uzza. Now the 
procedure was going accordIng to the 
law. and tbere was evidence that God 
was blessing the work. In their joy 
over the goodness of God, they paused 
to offer these sacrIfices. This account 
does not tell us just when this was 
done. We again see the advantage of 
two books covering the same period. 
2 Sam. 6: 13 says they made these 
offerings wben they had gone six 
paces. The lexicons are indefinite as 
to the meaning of tbis word, defining 
it as "a. step." The thought 1s that as 
soon as they bad gone a few steps, far 
enough to see that their mission had 
the blessing of God, they paused long 
enough to perform the service of the 
otrerings. They did not walt until the 
next day, or the next week, or until 
~ome "more convenient" time, but did 
It at once. They gave us an excellent 
example of devotion to God. 

Verse 27. The physical actions of 
transportIng the ark did not require 
any particular form of dress, but 
David and the others were attired as 
described out of respect for the ark ot 

God. While it is Dot strictly true that 
"clothes make the man," yet there are 
Umes when one's attitude of mind 
may be indicated by the aUention 
given to outward appearances. When 
Joseph was called to appear berore 
the king, "he shaved and changed 
his raiment." (Gen. 41: 14.) It some­
times happens that protessed Chris­
tians will attend the services of God 
with much less concern about their 
dress than they would if going to 
some social function. They justify 
their actions on the ground ot "com­
fort," as if it were more necessary to 
be comfortable in a religious meeting 
than at a wedding. 

Verse 28 . • HZ lBrad brought up the 
ark. As a quartet at men only would 
be necessary to carry the ark, it is 
clear that the term Is accommodative. 
It gives us another light on the ex­
pression, "all the congregation," in 
.Qh. 13: 2, 4. Making a noise. The 
tlrst two words are not In the original 
as separate words. The last is from 
SHAM A, and Strong defines It, "to hear 
intell1gently." Hence it was not a 
mere sound they were making, but a 
service of such a nature as to be 
understood. 

Verse 29. The procession success­
fully reached Us destination. See my 
comments at 2 Sam. 6: 20-23 on this 
circumstance. 

1 CHRONICLES 16 
Verse 1. All of the articles of furni· 

ture for the regular services were at 
Gibeon except the ark. That would 
constitute an emergency which justt· 
fl.ed David In making the S8CrUlces in 
another manner in Jerusalem. Many 
items of the law were somewhat neg­
lected under the various dUDculttes 
forced upon the natton. Wanton dis· 
regard for the ordinances was not 
passed over, but circumstances for 
which a leader was not responsible 
often tempered the justice of God. 

Verses 2, 3. A blessing pronounced 
by a man ot authority. such as David. 
was more than a mere expression of 
good will. It carried with it the favor 
of God. These people had just com­
pleted a march at some distance, hence 
the dealing out at food was in order 
and would be considered one of the 
blessings. 

Verse 4. David again showed his 
interest in a systematic method by 
making specific appOintments among 
his men. Record, does not mean to 
put something in writing. It is from 
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ZAltAB and Strong'. definition is, Uto 
mark (so as to be recognized), 1. e. to 
remember; by implication to menUon." 
The thought of tbe verse is concerning 
gratitude due God for his many favors. 
These men were to serve continually 
near the ark, to be praising the Lord, 
to keep before the mInds of the people 
the wonderful works of God. The 
principle is simHar to that of Peter 
who would "stir up" the minds by way 
of "remembrance." (2 Pe. 3: 1.) 

Verse 6. These men are mentioned 
in the preceding chapter, among those 
who went to bring the ark to Jeru­
salem. The cymbals were not musical 
instruments in the strict sense of the 
word. They were used for about the 
same purpose as the drums of modern 
Urnes, and Intended to give emphasis 
to the other instruments, and to tndi­
cate the beats. 

Verse 6. The trumpets differed from 
otber musical Instruments in that they 
were wind instruments. However. they 
were not made with valves as are 
cornets today. Tbey were made of the 
horns of rams, or of metal tn the 
Bhape of horns, and the tone was the 
result of the Up movement in blowing 
into the cavity of the instrument. 

Verse 7. Smith's Bible Dictionary 
says this of A.8aph: "A Levlte, son of 
Berechlah. one of the leaders of David's 
choir." According to 2 Chr. 29: 30 
Asaph was a composer also. David 
gave him and his brethren the assign­
ment to express the words or v-erses 
8~36. Psalm is not in the original be­
cause the passage to follow is too gen­
eral to be covered by the definition of 
the Hebrew word for Psalm. That 
word is MIZMOUR, and Strong's defini­
tion is, "from ZUtAB; properly, instru­
mental music; by implicatIon a poem 
Bet to notes." Whlle on the Bubject I 
shall give the reader Strong's defini­
tion of ZAMAB, referred to in the pre­
ceding definition. <fA prtmitive root: 
properly to touch the strings or parts 
of a musical instrument, 1. e. play upon 
it; to make musle, accompanied by the 
votce; hence to celebrate fn Bong and 
music." We can Bee why the writer 
of 1 Chronicles did not can the pas­
sage a psalm. It contains 80 much 
"doctrine" and hJstortcaJ information 
that he made an indefinite introduc­
tion and allowed the subject matter to 
speak for itself. 

Verse 8. They should not only have a 
th811kful heart, but should let the peo­
ple know of the deed. that prompted It. 

VerBe 9. See comments at V. 1 tor 
meaning ot "psalm." 

Ver.. 10. The glory of the Lord 
means very little to those who do not 
seek him; rejoicing tB in store for the 
ones who do. 

Verse 11. The important thought Is 
in the word continually. Some people 
seek the Lord when convenient or 
when In special trouble. True servants 
are those who are constant in their 
devotion. 

Verse 12. The thIngs God does are 
great and many persons will extol 
them. But the same people often re­
ject the teaching of God, while the 
truth 1s that the dIvine judgments aTe 
as wonderful as are the works at his 
hands. 

Verse 13. Israel Is one of the names 
for JaCOb, and his peovle were the 
chosen of God. Such a favor should 
bring forth the best of service. 

Verse 14. Even where the written 
Word of God is not known, theTe is 
great evidence at his wisdom in the 
arrangement of the universe, of wblch 
the earth is a small part. 

Verse 15. God is always true to his 
covenants, although the generations 
for whom they were made often forget. 

Verses 16, 17. This passage specifies 
the covenant David had in mind in 
the preceding verse. We Bhould not 
forget that he was inspired and the 
teaching in this outstanding passage 
is tbat of God. The three fathers, 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, are 
named as a groUp, yet an important 
distinction is made between the first 
two as against the third. The cove­
nant Is said to have been made with 
Abraham and considered as an oath 
with Isaac. But it was not confirmed 
until the day of JaCOb. This should 
always be considered when studying 
the length of Israel 's sojourn in Egypt, 
In connection with Gal. 3: 17. That 
passage says the law was 430 years 
after the covenant was confirmed. The 
verse of the present paragraph shows 
that the covenant was confirmed in 
the time of Jacob. We know that it 
was in the days ot Jacob that the 
children ot Israel entered Egypt, cor­
responding with the Ume the covenant 
was confirmed. Then. since the law 
came 430 years after the covenant was 
confirmed, and also since the law came 
just after their com1ng out of Egypt, 
the conclusion is that the sojourn in 
Egypt was ,(,30 year.B. See also my 
commenta at length at Gen. 15: 13·15. 
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Verse 18. The three fathers named 
in the preceding paragraph never lived 
to Bee the promised land possessed. 
The exhortation here 18 addressed to 
the aBea 01 Israel, (V. 13). because 
they were the ones who lived to see 
the promise carrted out. Lot 01 ""OU,. 
lnheritance means that the Israel of 
David's day were the belrs of the 
country promised to the fathers. 

Verae 19. As late as the time the 
eovenant waR confirmed in Jacob, the 
number of the group was only 70. 
(Geo. 46: 27. ) 

Veraea 20. 21. As far back as the 
days of Abraham. this declaratton of 
God's care was true. See Gen. 12: 17 
for an instance of it. 

Verse 22. In Gen. 20: 7 Abraham is 
called a prophet, and the king of 
Gerar was reproved tor his treatment 
of the patriarch. That proves the 
statement of this verse. 

Verse 23. AU the eartA means all 
the people of the earth, not the ma..­
terial planet as in Psa. 19 : 1. This 
earth is to .hew forth salvation, which 
indicates the Inteutgent creatures on 
the earth are meant. 

Verse 24. Heathen and nation.e may 
often be used interchangeably. In this 
verse the drlt refers specifically to 
individuals of foreign blood, the seeond 
to groups of persons formed Into units 
ot government. Both kinds ot hu· 
manlty were to be informed of the. 
glory of the Lord. 

Verse 25. The word fear has two 
meanings; one Is to respect, the other 
to dread. The eonnection 'must deter­
mine in each case which Is meant. 
This verse directs us to "roite and 
fear the same Being, 80 we know the 
fear required Is " respect." Idolatry 
was almost universally practiced. hence 
the contraat between the Lord and all 
false goda. 

Verle 26. The heaven.8 means the 
material world, and everything in It 
was worshiped as idola. The POint 
of the writer Ia that the very things 
that were adored by the heathen as 
gods, were themBelves the work of the 
trne God. 

Verae 27. The greatest 11101'11 and 
h.onor one ean have Is to be In the 
presence of his Lord. It 18 true also 
that the .Irenollo that comes from 
oladneu, and the oladnell that comes 
from atrenot1f., ean be had only 10. the 
place or locality occupied by the Lord. 
We may be In that place, spiritually 

now, and personally in the future, if 
we lerve him faithfully whOe bere. 

Verse 28. It is impossible for people 
actually to give strength to the Lord. 
It means to give him the glory tor aU 
true strength or greatness possessed 
by anyone. 

Verse 29. The name Lord Is from the 
Hebrew YEHOVAH, sometimes spelled 
YAHWEH. It is deflned by Strong, "The 
selt·Existent or Eternal; Jehovah, 
Jewllh national name of God." Young 
deflnes It, "He (who) iB." The word 
occurs several hundred times In the 
Hebrew Old Testament. In view of the 
meaning and extensive use of the term, 
we should not be surprised at the state­
ment of the writer of glory due to the 
Holy Name. 

Verse 30. The security ot the earth 
il dependent on the Lord, theretore 
the fear called tor means "resp~L II 

Verse 31. The heaven and earth. 
are material thingB and cannot re­
joice; but the creaturel in them ean, 
and are called upon to do so. They 
also are bidden to acknowledge the 
Lord as the one who is reigning. 

Verae 32. Flel<io • . . all lhol i8 
therein.. Dumb creatures do not know 
how to express Joy in its true senae. 
However, the pleasure that Is enjoyed 
by them is due to the might and lood­
ness of God, and that is the meaning 
ot the writer. 

Verae 33. To the eye of the true 
worshiper of the Lord, even the trees 
furnish subjects tor song. (1 K1. 5: 
32, 33.) To sing at thought of God's 
judgments Implies that they are just. 

Verse 34. Endureth bas no word in 
the orlgtnal. The strength of the sen­
tence la In tbe word ever, and means 
there Is no Ume when God's mercy 
doea not exlaL Man Is merctrul at 
times, but God alwaYI has mercy for 
those entitled to it. 

Ver8e 35. Contrary to a common 
notion, the word heathen. does not 
nece8&artly mean unctvtltzed people. It 
refers to the peoples of the world in 
general who aTe DOt of the chosen race 
belonging to God. 

Verse 36. For ever an.d ever. The 
simple word ever meanl "always," and 
i8 unlimited. The repetition, therefore, 
Is for emphasl8. 

Verse 37. This repeats the annoonce­
ment made In verses 4, 5, which see. 
The task was dally but might be 
varied according to the pertormances 
of the worshipen. 
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Verse 3S. The special charge of 
Obed~dom waa to gua.rd the tent con· 
talnillc the ark, that David had pitched 
lD Zion for It. 

Verses 39, 4:0. Atter the ark was 
captured by the Philistines, the taber· 
nacle became reduced In ita tmpor~ 
tance. It was Dot entirely abandoned, 
for Solomon went there to make hiB 
great sacrifiCial offerings. But it was 
located at Glbeon by Bome cireum· 
stance not revealed to us. The brazen 
altar was there. hence David made the 
appointment atated. for the priests to 
preside over tbe animal sacrifices of· 
fered at that place. The priests were 
normally the onea to have charge of 
that work. 

Verses 41, 42. The performance of 
animal sacrifices combIned the activi­
ties of the priests and the ones making 
the uttering, At the same time, David 
arranged for the other exercises to 
accompany the otl'ertngs. See the com­
menta on this subject at Ch. 16: 19-22. 
Jlud~ i1U'trumen.t. 01 God 18 an In· 
spired expre8lion. David was never 
condemned. nor even criticized for 
tnak1ng and using them. But it waa a 

- part of the procedure under the Old 
Testament reguJations and haa no bear. 
ing on the reUciou8 acUvtUea of the 
New Testament. The porter, were 
gatekeeperll or janltors. 

Verse 43. The great service on 0cca.­
sIon of ill8tall1ng the ark in its tent 
was ended. The assembly departed for 
their private homee. and David also 
retUrned to htl home in Mount Zion. 
With the authority of a king and the 
etrecUveness of an inspired man, he 
bestowed on bis household his blessing. 

1 CHRONICLES 17 
Verse 1. DaVid had built hlmae!! a 

house, for which Hiram. KIng of Tyre. 
had furnished meD and materials. (Ch. 
14: 1, 2.) But the ark was kept In & 
tent which seemed Inappropriate. He 
felt unworthy to have a better dwell· 
ing·house thaD was provided. for the 
ark of God. The mere statement of 
tblB fact was all he aald to Nathan 
the propbeL ThIB was a diflerent man 
from Nathan the aon of David. 

Verse 2. Propbets were inspired to 
write or apeak wben God wi.hed to 
give Bome communication through 
tbem. (Heb. 1: 1.) At other times 
they were as other men, and might ex­
press an opinion that would prove to 
be in error. David had been so well 
favored of the Lord that Nathan aup-

poaed he would approve of the plan 
to build a house. 

Verse 3. This verse gives a clear 
Instance ot how God worked wIth his 
prophets. When he had BOme com­
munication be wished to give. be would 
contact the man tor the aervtee. It 
waa done In the case of SAmuel (1 
Sam. 3 : 4). and once with laa1ah. (2 
KI. 19: 20, 21. ) 

Verses 4, 6. There was but one taber­
nacle built by Moael which was used 
aU through the wandering. But it was 
moved from place to place, which i8 
the meaning of from tent to tent, etc. 
The same tent (tabernacle) was used 
for many generatioDs after the chilo 
dren of Israel got settled in Canaan. 

Verse 6. The pOint in this verse is 
that no reason existed for David's 
feeling of neglect, tor God had not 
made any complaint at Dot having a 
house tor his name. 

Veraea 7·9. It 18 beat to group these 
verses into Doe paragraph because of 
the one thought running through them. 
DaVid feared that he would be charged 
with IndUference toward the matters 
of the Lord, and that the nation might 
be tn danger of IIOme penalty for the 
neglect. Against such an idea the 
Lord recal1ed the promotion that had 
been made tor him, elevating him trom 
the humble calling of tending sheep to 
the great honor of being kine of God's 
people. ADd no fear needed to have 
been felt as to the security of the peo­
ple, for the cutting ott of the enemy 
nations was evidence that God would 
not neglect his inheritance. Therefore. 
the absence of a buUding for the Lord 
was not endangering the welfare of 
the nation. 

Verse 10. The watch-care of God had 
continued through the long period of 
the Judges. and It was destined sUlI to 
continue. All of these things were 
Bald to David to aet bls mind at ease 
as to the immediate necessity for a 
permanent building. However, lest be 
might get the impression that God op­
posed his desire because it was wrong 
to bund a house, he was told that Buch 
a structure would yet be bunt He 
will be told later why he was not 
permitted to build It. 

Verse 11. Many of the predictions 
made in olden Umes. both favorable 
and unfavorable, were to be fulftlled 
on the generations after the ODes to 
whom the predictions were made. (Gen. 
12: 3; 48: 22, 2 KI. 20: 17-19.) It was 
good new. to DaVid to be told that his 
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son was to continue in the kingdom 
after him. 

Verse 12. Had it been wrong in 
principle to have a permanent struc­
ture, God would not permit anyone to 
build it. The reason why David was 
not permitted to build the house is 
stated in Ch. 22: 8, 9, which will be 
commented upon in the proper place. 
For ever means "throughout the age." 
Had all things gone well, the house 
and throne built and enjoyed by Solo­
mon would have continued to the end 
of the (Jewish) age. The Babylonian 
Captivity was brought on because of 
the disobedience of the nation, and it 
made an interruption into the existence 
of the temple and reign of the nation 
over which Solomon had been king. 

Verse 13. Father and son are named 
in this way to express the closeness 
that was to exist between God and the 
king. Him that was before thee refers 
to Saul, who became so unworthy that 
God withdrew all favors from him and 
permitted him to die in disgrace. Solo­
mon was chastened of the Lord. but 
did not end his days as did Saul. 

Verses 14, 15. Forever and evermore 
are explained by my comments in 
V. 12. The communication was de­
livered to Nathan the prophet and he 
gave it to David. (Heb. 1: 1.) 

Verses 16-19. Gratitude is again ex­
pressed by David for the great atten­
tion God gave to him. He was humble 
and feIt unworthy of such favors. He 
was unselfish also in that he appre­
ciated the promises that were to be 
fulfilled after his death. 

Verse 20. In those days of prevail­
ing idolatry it was especially appro­
'Driate to contrast the God of Israel 
with all the heathen gods. 

Verse 21. Two great events in the 
history of the children ot Israel are 
referred to; deliverance from Egypt 
and settling in Canaan. Both required 
a powerful hand, for Egypt was a 
strong nation and Canaan was being 
usurped by strong idolatrous nations. 
God took his chosen race and gave 
them success over all foes. A name . .• 
terribleness. The second word is tram 
the same Hebrew word as "reverend" 
in Psa. 111: 9. One meaning of it is, 
"to revere." The expression means to 
respect the name of God. It is true 
also that the name of God means some­
thing terrible in the common sense of 
the word, to those who will not respect 
it. The heathen nations learned to 
their sorrow how terrible it was to 

show disrespect tor the holy name of 
God. 

Verse 22. In the general sense of 
the word ever, God designed Israel to 
be his people to the end of that age. 
In an extended and moral sense, he 
offered to make them his beloved pos­
session endlessly on condition of their 
faithfulness to him. 

Verse 23. David gladly submitted to 
the plans of the Lord, and connected 
himself with the house that was to be 
built. That is, he regarded his own 
honor as being bound up with that of 
the house. 

Verse 24. The worthy moUve of 
David's wish was that God's name 
might be magnified. His own glory 
was not important, but it was more 
desirable to have the glory of God's 
name become manifest to the idola­
trous nations. 

Verses 25-27. The promises of God 
gave David the heart to offer this 
prayer. That principle is true today 
with the true servants of God. By the 
same token we may justly conclude 
that when a professed follower of the 
Lord does not have the heart to pray, 
it is because he does not believe the 
promises made by the Lord. 

1 CHRONICLES 18 
Verse 1. This book is a general col­

lection of the outstanding facts con­
cerning the nation of God. It does not 
claim to give all the details, neither 
does it profess to be always connected 
chronologically. We have just read a 
psalm and prayer of David for the 
promise made to him concerning the 
house to be built by his son. Now the 
sacred I writer or hist01~ian goes into 
some of the military operations of the 
great man of God. We shall finally 
learn that David was not permitted to 
build the house of God because of his 
warlike activities. It was consistent, 
therefore, for the writer to break away 
from the happy subject of the temple 
to be built in the future, and to take 
up the narrative of David's miUtary 
movements. 

Verse 2. Brouu,ht gifts. See my com­
ments at Gen. 32: 13 on the meaning 
of this. 

Verses 3, 4. Gen. 15: 18 shows that 
Abraham's descendants were to possess 
the territory reaching as far as the 
River Euphrates. It was never fully 
realized until the days of Solomon, 
(1 KI. 4: 21). but was partially taken 
by David. It was necessary, though, 
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lor him to be on the alert to hold the 
points taken. At this time be went on 
ODe of Buch missions, and on the way 
GDcountered this man Hadarezer and 
took over his holdings as far as 
Hamath. Roughed. the hone8 means 
he cut the tendODs of the horses tbat 
is a part of the leg near the hoof. That 
would dIsable the animal for use yet 
leave him in possessIon of bls strength 
otherwise. thus making him a care or 
burden. 

Verse 6. The Syrians were north of 
canaan and often showed their sym­
pathy for the foes ot Israel. They 
thought of helpIng Hadarezer against 
David. but were met with great defeat 
and 10sB of their own forces. 

Verse 6. A garrison Is a fortified 
post in the territory of an enemy. or 
at least a territory in doubt. Syria,. 
damascus means that part of Syria In 
which was located Damascus, the capi­
tal. The garrisons placed there would 
be for preventing another attempt Uke 
the one just made on behalf of Hada· 
rezer. It brought the Syrians Into sub­
jection to David to tbe extent that 
they gave him "gifts." See comments 
at Gen. 32: 13 on the meaning of such 
gilts. 

Verse 7. These shields of gold were 
valuable as precious metal, not as im· 
plements of war, 88 far as David was 
concerned. 

Verse 8. Among the clUes wbich 
David took from Hadarezer there was 
much brass or bronze. This proved to 
be useful in the future, when Solomon 
son of David, came to the work of the 
temple and its vessels of servIce. 

Verses 9, 10. Tou, also spelled Toi, 
had previously been oppressed by Hada· 
rezer. He was therefore thankful for 
the reUef resulting from David's work, 
and expressed his appreciation in a 
practical way. He not only sent his 
son to congratulate him on his suc.­
cess but sent useful materials to him 
In the nature of these "gifts." 

Verse 11. Whenever David subdued 
the enemy he took from them tbeir 
valuables, which he reserved to be 
used. In the service of the Lord. 

Verse 12. AMsha! was one of David's 
mighty men. This verse Is put in at 
this place because it is another item 
in the long list of the exploits against 
the numerous foes of the IsraeUtes. 
The valley 01 salt was a broad open 
plain just south of the Dead Sea. This 
Sea wa.a otherwise called Salt Sea. 
which accounts ror the name of this 

valley. The territory 01 the Edomltes 
was not far from the Dead Sea. 

Verse 13. See V. 6 for explanation 
of the garrisons and their use. The 
ablUty to plant them was evidence of 
success against an enemy, hence the 
words thus the Lord, preserved, David. 

Verse 14. An Israel is signtficant 
because at first he reigned only over 
one tribe. Judgment and. justtce means 
his decisions were wise and fair to all. 

Verses 15·17. See the remarks at 2 
Sam. 8: 16-18 on the cabinet of DavId. 

1 CHRONICLES 19 
Verses 1, 2. Gratitude Is one of the 

finest principles, and David always 
manifested a great degree or it. His 
kingdom was secular as well as re­
ligious, hence he would have more or 
less to do with the kingdoms around 
him. Such deaUngs might be agree­
able or otherwise, depending on the 
conduct of those kingdoms. The Am­
monites had been generally against the 
Israelites, but one particular king of 
that people had shown some kind of 
favor to David. We are not told what 
that was, but David sought to show 
his gratitude by expressIng his sym­
pathy to his son. 

Verse 3. Gratitude is indeed an ex· 
cellent trait, and therefore to reject 
it Is an indication of an opposite one. 
Without any investigation that we 
know at, the son or the former king 
of the Ammonites listened to the sug­
gestions of his princes. who Imputed 
to David a bad motive In sending his 
servants to console him. 

Verse 4. Hanun did not wish to do 
any bodily harm to the servants of 
DavId; he planned only to humJIiate 
them. Most men wore their beards at 
the natural length In those days. They 
were cherished because of the mascu­
line signiflcance. To rob a man of the 
natural ornament meant to deprive 
him ot. one sign of manhood. And men 
usually wore outer garments consist· 
ing of long robes, reachIng nearly to 
the ground. To cut away the lower 
half of these garments not only ex­
posed. their bodies to shame, but would 
force them to become an ottense to 
otbers. Hanun imposed both these in· 
dignities on the servants ot David. 

Verse 6. Being under orders trom 
thetr king, the men were faithfully 
journeying on their return although 
very much humiliated. Some persons 
informed David of the circumstance 
and his humane spirit again shOWed, 
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Itself. The replacement of the cloth· 
ing could have been done at once, but 
It would take Borne time to grow an~ 
other beard. Jericho was not a very 
conspicuous city, so the king per· 
mUted bis servants to remain there 
until their beards were grown. 

Verses 6-8. OdiouB means they re­
alized they had otrended David. They 
could have avoided serious trouble 
with him by proper acknowledgements. 
but their pride prevented them from 
doing so. They concluded that David 
would make war on them. tor their 
insults to his men meant insults to 
him. They prepared for the conflict by 
hiring meD Ollt of Mesopotamia and 
other places, to come and help them in 
their conflict with David. Such allies 
today are called mercenaries, meaning 
men who fight tor money and not b&­
cause of sympathy for the cause for 
which they pretend to be fighting. 
Mesopotamia was the country east of 
the Euphrates, and Syria·maachah was 
a small district in the territory of 
Syria. which lay nearer Palestine. 
Military forces from these communi· 
ties were induced to come to the aid 
of Hanun. and they pitched their camp 
before Medeba. a town just east of the 
Jordan. The Ammonites brought their 
forces and joined themselves to their 
hired allies to fight against David. 

Verse 9. While the Ammonites were 
allies in this battle. they arrayed them. 
selves as units distinct tram the forces 
hired to help them. They operated 
near the gate of the city. and their 
hired allies were out in the field. That 
was a piece of good strategy, because 
it presented two fronts to the other 
side. 

Verses 10. 11. Joab was an expert in 
war, however, and planned at once to 
meet the challenge. He formed a spe. 
cial detachment from the Israelites, 
composed of the choice men. The origi· 
nal for this means a young man. With 
this 8pecial group he proposed to con­
tact the hired forces, and gave the rest 
of the Israelite soldiers into the hands 
ot his brother Abishai to contact the 
Ammonites, the ones starting the war. 
. Verse 12. This verse shows more 

good judgment. No one could tell In 
advance which unit of an enemy would 
be the stronger, and to make special 
plans at attack with that question in 
doubt would be a risk; the method 
David proposed would avoid that un­
certainty. Another lesson we may ob­
tain from the circumstance is that of 
cooperation and the strong helping the 

weak. The New Testament puts much 
stress on that idea as may be seen in 
Rom. 16: 1 and 1 Cor. 12. 

Verse 13. David showed a flne spirit 
of resignation to the wi1l at God in 
his statement to his brother. He pro­
posed that they do their best in the 
battle, then leave the result with the 
Lord. That should be the motive of 
all who profess to serve God. We are 
not responsible for the results of doing 
right. If we do what God directs ns 
to do, he will take all the care about 
what caines trom it. On the other 
hand, if we act upon our own wisdom 
and desires. we must be held respon­
sible for all. 

Verse 14. The very sight of Joab with 
his forces caused the hired 801diers to 
fiee. Having no interest at stake but 
the money they were to receive. they 
would not stand their ground against 
danger. 

Verse 15. Fear is contagious. Seeing 
their alUes were running tram the 
contest, the Ammonites fied also. They 
entered the city which was Medeba. 
As the enemy had all deserted the field 
of action. David returned to Jerusalem 
which was his capital. 

Verse 16. The Syrians had very little 
interest in the cause when they entered 
the alliance with the Ammonites, ex· 
cept the money they were to receive. 
But the "pride at Ufe" is another 
strong sentiment, and they were goaded 
by it Into trying once more to "save 
their tace" by calling on their own 
people tor help. The river means the 
Euphrates. which was one boundary of 
Mesopotamia. The terms Syria and A.SI­
BYria are sometimes used interchange­
ably because of some points of relation 
common to both. But when the subject 
under consideration is strictly ge0-
graphical and political. Syria was di­
rectly north of Palestine and Damas­
cus was the capital. Assyria was east 
ot the Euphrates and Nineveh was the 
capital. 

Verse 17. When David heard of the 
new plans of the enemy he did not 
watt for their advances. Crossing over 
Jordan, (since that territory was a 
part ot the promised land according to 
Gen. 15: 18), he moved on the enemy. 

Verse 18. The chariots mentioned in 
the Bible usually are vehicles used In 
war. To state that a number of 
chariots was slain means the men of 
those chariots were slain. Some, men 
in the war torces were on foot, and 
40,000 ot such soldiers were slain. by 
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David in the encounter. The captain 
of all the forcee also was slain. 

Verse 19, The &enanta bad offered 
to flght with tbe Syrian leaders against 
Davld. When tbey saw that it was a 
losing battle they came to terms with 
him. The Syrl""" ",aUzed alao that It 
was fooUsh to think ot overcoming the 
chlldren of Israel, 80 they refused any 
further alUanee with the Ammonites. 

1 CHRONICLES 20 
Verses 1. 2. This corresponds with 

the account in 2 Sam. 11: 1. but noth­
ing Is said bere about the atrair with 
Bath·sheba and her husband, although 
it Is the same period. After the year 
wa, ezpired means the time of year had 
come when the kings waged a cam­
paign of war. David was the king and 
hence was commander-In-chler of all 
the forces. He directed Joab, his gen­
eral of highest rank. to lead the army 
out in the war with the Ammonites, 
while he, the king, tarried at home. 

. It was at this time that David had bls 
all'alr with Bath·sheba. At tbat time 
Joab attacked the royal city of Rabbah 
and captured the king. As a loyal sub­
ordinate, Joab turned the conquest 
over to his chief, who took the crown 
from the head of the captured king. 
This crown weighed 100 pounds, made 
or gold. It wa, ,et upon DaVid', head 
means the jewel of precious stones was 
placed on bls bead, not the heavy 
crown. There was much other valu· 
able material In the royal city of the 
Ammonites, and David took possession 
of that. 

Verse 3. Them is not in the original 
and shOUld not have been in the trans­
lation tor it conveys a false impres­
sion. The verse means that David 
made theee people work for him by 
using cutting tools and other imple­
ments of Iron. 

Verse 4. While on the subject of the 
Israelite succe68es, the historian tells 
of the 8ght that Sibbechal, one of 
David's guard, had with the Phllistines 
at Gezer. He slew a member of one of 
the group of giants, which brought the 
enemy under there. 

Verse 6. This verse singles out an­
other personal encounter with the 
giant forces. A brother of the noted 
Goliath was the personal contestant 
this Ume. The mentioning of the 
weight of his spear handle was to give 
some idea of the strength and size of 
the PhiUsUne; that he was no ordinary 
antagonist. 

Verses 6-8. Theee men of the PhUis­
tines were abnormally large and etrong. 
The description of them was given 
that we might have an idea that no 
force amounts to much when arrayed 
against the servants of the Lord. 

1 CHRONICLES 21 
Verses 1, 2. This verse should be 

read as an explanation or 2 Sam. 24: I, 
where It sounds as if the Lord induced 
David to number Israel. It Is an es­
tablished rule of literatUre that where 
two di:fferent accounts are given of the 
same event, the easier one should be 
used to explain the other. We know 
that God would not cause a man to do 
a certain thing, then punish htm for 
doing so. Therefore, the whole story is 
that God was angry with David be­
cause he allowed Satan to mislead him. 

Verse 3. The speech ot Joab Indi­
cates the motive ot David in ordering 
thIs enumeration ot the people. He 
was especially Interested in numerical 
strength, which would rather be a 
questioning or the power at God. which 
can operate Independently of the great 
numbers ot man. When a man de­
cides to do a thIng with the wrong 
maUve, even if that thing would be 
rIght In Itself, he is liable to neglect 
some duty connected with it. David 
was guilty of such neglect as we shall 
see. J oab was a wise man and saw 
through the purposes of bis king, and 
tried to get him to change his mind. 

Verse 4. We again see the loyalty of 
Jonb. Although he felt sure a mistake 
was about to be made, be prepared to 
carry out the word of his chief. 

Verses 6, 6. There Is a difference of 
numbers between the two accounts of 
this transaction. I have explained it 
at the other place In 2 Sam. 24: 9. 

Verse 7. 811'~ote 18rael. This was AC­
cording to the threat God made In 
connection with this JJubjeet. (Ex. 
30: 12.) 

Verse 8. The penitence of Dav1d 
again showed Itself and the reason be 
was said to be a man atter God's own 
heart. (1 Sam. 13: 14.) It waa not 
because be never made any mistakes, 
tor aU men do that, but because he 
always was fair and honeat about it 
afterward. He did not try to justify 
himself In his wrong but confessed 
that he had. "sinned , greatly." 

Verses 9, 10. Tho national prophet 
was Gad, who wu directed to give a 
message trom God to DaVid. (Heb. 
1: 1). The threat of a ' plague was al-
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ready made in the passage In Exodus 
referred to above. So there must be 
sorne form of punishment brought, but 
God was lenient In that he allowed 
David to have somethIng to say about it. 

Verse 11, 12. Gad told David to se­
lect Doe or the three punishments 
named. Famine would atrect the nour­
ishment of his people; the sword 
would atrect their lives violently; pedi­
lenee would affect them through some 
kInd of dIsease. The .. three thIngs, 
"famine, pesttJence and the sword," 
seem to bave been a famiUar combi· 
nation of calamities in the history and 
prophecies of old times. (Jer. 14: 12, 
Ezk. 5: 12.) 

Verse 13. Of the three misfortunes 
thre'atened, David regarded the last as 
altering the greatest opportunity for 
the Lord's mercy, He bad much COD­
fidence in the divine compassion, there­
fore he chose that proposal. 

Verse 14. The first effect of the pesti­
lence was the death of 70,000 men. 

Verse 15. Chronologically speaking, 
this verBe should come after the next 
two. God Bent the destroying angel to 
attack Jerusalem and the work was 
begun. But the plea of David (soon 
to be considered) caused the mercy 
ot God to "repent," which means he 
was to Change his decree against Jeru· 
salem. 

Verse 16. The sight of Buch a mis­
fortune upon his capital city caused 
David to feel sorrowful. He and his 
"elders" or leading men put sack­
cloth over their bodies and got down 
to the ground, having their faces down­
ward. That was a practice of those 
Umes when one wished to express 
great anxiety and penitence. 

Verse 17. The nne character of 
David was manifested on so many 
occasions. Many persons in royal posl­
tJon feel so important that considera­
tion for others is absent from their 
minds. The thing that grieved David 
was the fact that others were having 
to auffer for his misdeeds. These sheep 
was said to indicate his sense of re­
sponsibility. As king over the people, 
he regarded himself as one who should 
bave protected them as a shepherd 
would his sheep. Instead of doing that. 
be had brought harm to his nock by 
his own acts. In such a frame of mind 
he begged the Lord to Ilft the affliction 
from the innocent and place it on the 
guUty. 

Verse 18. The Lord beard the plea 
ot David and decided to grant it. He 

waa commanded through the prophet 
Gad. the national prophet at that Ume, 
to bUnd an altar. It was to be built 
to the L()'rd, which means that the 
Lord was to be given some service by 
it. A threshing floor was an open 
space that was used on which to pUe 
the harvested grain, to beat it In the 
process of separating the chaff from 
the grain. There could bave been other 
places just as suitable for the erection 
of an altar. but the Lord had a special 
purpose in mind when he directed that 
David use this place. 

Verses 19, 20. Turned back comes 
from one original and means that 
Ornan looked up from bis threshing 
and beheld the angel, (in the form' of 
a man), and he and his eODS were so 
shocked at the sight that they hid 
themselves. Wheat threshing was a 
very Important work. and Ornan would 
not have paused In It had the circum­
stances not been unusually impressive. 

Verse 21. Ornan must have recog­
nized DaVid on sight, and foUowed the 
prevaU1ng custom of bowing In a ges­
ture of profound respect. 

Verse 22. God's instructions for 
David to build the altar at this par­
ticular place brought him in contact 
with the owner, since. it was the 
threshing time and he would be on the 
ground then. That gave him oppor­
tunity for proposing the purchasing of 
the property. FulZ price meant he 
wanted to pay the actual value of the 
real estate, not merely a "token" pay· 
ment. David not only told Ornan the 
use he wished to make of the ground, 
but also the result he hoped to accom· 
plleh; to turn away the plague from 
the people. 

Verse 23. Ornan was a Jebusite 
which means he was of the ancient 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. He doubt· 
less was famll1ar with the practices of 
the worshipers under the Mosaic sys­
tem of altar service. He wished to 
contribute the articles for the service 
by donating the ground as a site for 
the altar. Besides that. he knew that 
the law called for animals for the blood 
sacriflces, and offered the oxen for the 
purpose. These animals were being 
used at that moment In the threshing. 
The work was done by heaping the 
reaped straw on the ground, then driv­
ing the oxen round and round to 
trample out the grain from the husk 
so that the wind could separate the 
wheat trom the chaJr. (Deut. 25: 4.) 
Thre,1i.tng instrumtm.ta. The second 
word does not appear In the original 
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as a separate word. The two aTe from 
a Hebrew word that means "a sledge." 
It was used to haul the crop from the 
field to the threshing floor. It was 
made of wood and Ornan was wtlltng 
tor it to be used ror flre in the sacrl· 
fice. The law provided for meat (meal 
or grain) offering, and the material 
tor 8uch an olrertng was naturaIJy 
available since the work of threshing 
was going on then. We can thuB Bee that 
"all things were ready" for an im­
portant rel1giou8 performance. Ornan 
offered to c.ontrtbute the enttre list 
free of charge for David's use. 

Verse 24. In this verse David gives 
us a view of what constitutes a genuine 
sacrifice. Unless we give up some­
thing of value, or give that which 
costs U8 Borne real value, we have not 
made any sacrifice, Many professed 
servants of God shrink from a service 
that would interfere with their per­
sonal interests. When they have looked 
after all of their personal matters. it 
there is any time or money left, they 
want to after it to God. Such conduct 
puts God second tn the line and there 
is no evidence that service offered on 
such -terms will be accepted. 

Verse 26. By weight means that no 
guessing was done as to the price to 
be paid for the property. After the 
full price of it bad been determined, 
the amount was exchanged on a legal 
basis according to the establtshed table 
of we~ghts and measures. 

Verse 26. CaUed UJ)0n. the Lord is 
said in connection with the offerings 
David made on the altar. That indi­
cates that caUlng upon the Lord con­
sists in more than merely speaking 
his name. There must be some prac­
tical evidence of devotion if one ex­
pects the Lord to recognize the "call," 
It Is the aame today, and we have a 
specific instance of the subject In Acts 
22: 16. These burnt at/en/fLg, and 
peace otJeTing3 are described In Lev. 
1 and 3. 

Verse 27. Tbe Lord was entreated 
by the offerings of Davtd, and com­
manded the destroyJng angel to cease 
the use of his sword. 

Verse 28. David made some sacri­
fices with his plea to God for mercy. 
The plea was granted, and he then 
made additional oJferlngs in gratitude 
for the divine favor. That was another 
fine example and one that Is worthy 
of following today. Many people w1l1 
pray or do other religiOUS services 
when they are in trouble. When the 

trouble 18 removed they will forget 
God and give themselves over to their 
own personal interests. 

Verses 29, 30. In spite at the fact 
that God caused the angel to withdraw 
the 8word from the slaughtering, 
David was 80 overawed by the whole 
procedure that he hesitated about going 
to the institution that was at Glbeon. 
He therefore was content to perform 
the service on the altar he built on 
the ground purchased from Ornan. 

I CHRONICLES 22 
Verse 1. DavId was told that he 

could not bulld the house of the Lord. 
He was permitted, however. to do some 
preparatory work for it. and this verse 
Is an Introduction to that subject. This 
i, the hou8e means. "this is what I 
propose to do in preparation for the 
house of the Lord." 

Verse 2. Btrarnger8 Is from a word 
that means foreigners or aUens. The 
work of bewing stone was purely 
secuJar, 80 It was appropriate to em· 
ploy such men in that work. The 
church should not call upon any but 
its membera to participate In the con­
gregational worship. But it would be 
altogether lawful to employ a man of 
the world to do any secular work 
needed. 

Verse 3. The join-mgg were some 
kind of clamps to be used where nails 
alone would not be 8ufliclent. Brass 
without weight meaDS that he dId not 
take the trouble to weigh It; he just 
got a great amount of it ready. 

Verse 4. Tyre and Zldon (sometimes 
spelled Sidon) were prominent cities 
of Phoenicia. a country just north and 
west of Palesttne. It included a part 
of the land where the famous "cedars 
of Lebanon" grew, and the inhabitants 
of these clUes delivered much at this 
Umber to David as a gitt trom a neigh· 
bor country. 

Verse 6. Having been told that his 
BOn would be permitted to build the 
house of the Lord, David did what he 
could to help by having some things 
In readiness. Young and tender means 
be was inexperienced, being young, 
and David was de8irous of baving the 
building made properly. Magnifical 
means large and conspicuous. It was 
to be of such proportions as would 
impress the people ot the surrounding 
countries. The closing sentence indi­
cates the general scope of the verse 
and the others ot the chapter preced­
ing this one. That i8. David did what 
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he was permitted to do by way ot pre~ 
aration for the building that his BOD 
was to construct. AU of this waa going 
on before Solomon knew of the con· 
versation the Lord had with his father 
relative to the temple. 

Verse 6. Atter making the prepara· 
tiona referred to above, DaVid informed 
bis Bon of the same, and explained 
why the work was to be left tor him 
to do. 

Verses 7. 8. David did not want him 
to think that bUs father was putting 
Bome task upon his shoulders In order 
to be relleved of the responslb1l1ty. He 
told him it had been his desire to do 
the great work but was not permitted 
to do 80. And now we have the state­
ment as to why David was not per­
mitted to build the house. It was not 
because of any personal detects, for he 
certainly would bave compared tavor­
ably with Solomon in that. The reason 
la given In the statement. tho" 7la8t 
shoo bloott abun<l<mtlv. This shedding 
of blood bad reference to war. 

Verse 9. The reason that Solomon 
was to build the house Is given in the 
statement, "who shall be a man of 
rest." A question mIght come to the 
mInd of the reader. if this would not 
constitute a charge against David per­
sonally. It would not, because the Lord 
even commanded the destruction of 
the heathen nations through war. The 
key to the proposition fs the fact that 
the material temple was to be a type 
of the immaterial church. Christ was 
to be the builder of the church. and he 
Is represented In the scriptures as the 
"prince at peace." (Isa. 9: 6.) It was 
therefore appropriate that the type of 
the chUrch be erected by a man who 
was free from wars. It Is true that 
Solomon caused. the death of three 
men. (l -KI. 3.> But they were slatn 
under the criminal section of the civil 
law and not by the sword of war, 
which was the item under considera­
tion with Solomon. It is true that in 
all of the activities of the "wise mon­
arch," and his contact with so many 
foreign nations, he never bad to resort 
to war to accomplish the desired re­
sults. In harmony with that truth be 
alone reached the full enjoyment of 
the promise as to subjugation of the 
entire promised land. (Gen. 16: 18, 1 
KI. .: 21.) 

Verse 10. The terms father and son. 
are used as figures of speech, to give 
the idea of nearness and affectionate 
cooperation. 

Verse 11. The ablence of bttternelll 

In David's attitude is gratifying. "e 
mUst have been disappointed at being 
denied the honor of buUding the bouse 
of the Lord. But it did not cause him 
to show the least resentment toward 
anotber who was given the work. In­
stead, he manifested a spirit of abso­
lute unselfishness, both in his speech 
and acttODs, by wisbing Solomon good 
fortune In the work, and by furnishing 
Bome of the material. A common trait 
would have caused him to fling the 
proposition from blm with the atti­
tude of, "Well, if lome one elae Is to 
have the honor of the job, be can just 
bave all the burden also, and I wtU 
not bave a thing to do with It." 

Verses 12, 13. Wisdom and under­
stand:ilng. There is very little differ­
ence between these words. If a tech­
nical distinction Is made, the tirst 
means the natural intelllgence, the 
second the information a person bas 
acquired by the proper use of the 
natural Intellect. The three words. 
law, ,tatute8 and judgment, are used 
In this paragraph. There are some 
mOre words with slight dUference, yet 
with some minor distinction. The first 
pertains to the government a.s a whole; 
tbe second means the format enact­
ments of the governments; the third 
has special reference to the decisions 
of God, made necessary by some issue 
arising from the tndetlnitenen of the 
statutes. This paragraph CIOBC8 wtth 
an encouraging word of cheer, and 
inviting his son to take courage for 
the great work before him. 

Verse 14. In. my trouble. The last 
word Is from ONI and is defined by 
Strong, "depression, I. e. mIsery." He 
fUrther says It is from another Hebrew 
word that means, to depress, Ute rally 
or figuratively," and has been ren­
dered in the A. V. by. "abase selt, deal 
hardly with, submit self." Tbe state­
ment In Ch. 29: 3 should al80 be 
considered In this connection, wbere 
David is speaking on the same sub­
ject, and where he distinguishes be­
tween hIs personal assets and those 
of his royal income. Tbe central 
thought in the passage of tbis para­
graph Is, David was disappotnted tn 
not being permitted to build the house 
of God. But he would not let that 
slow htm down any In dotng what he 
could to prepare stutt for Solomon's 
use. In the midst of bls concern, and 
at great sacriftce from his private pos­
sessions. he had "earmarked" the 
amounts named to be used by bis son 
In the work of the temple. Wlt"""t 
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we/viiI means he did not take the Ume 
to weigh the brass; just got together 
a vaat amount of It regardless of Its 
weight, since it was so plentiful. David 
did not expect what he had colJected 
to be all that might be needed, he 
therefore suggested that Solomon 
might add to It. 

Verse 16. The workmen of Tyre and 
Zldon bad ottered their services to 
David In some other building projects, 
now they may be avatlable for Solomon 
when needed, 

Verse 16. No number Is a figurative 
expre881on, meaning there was no 
end to the resources tor all these ma­
terlale. With 8ucb an opportunity. 
Solomon was urged by bts tat her to 
set blmselt about the task before him. 

Verses 17·19. David was near the 
end of hili Ute and therefore he was 
making these Immediate arrangements 
tor bis BOD, who was soon to take 
actual charge of the kingdom. As an 
aid to him, the leading men of Israel 
were commanded to work with him. 
Their services had been needed pre· 
vioUI1y In the defense of the country. 
That need W88 past, and the Lord had 
given them rest from their enemies. 
They were free, therefore, to turn 
their attention to peacetime activities. 
Tbe apeclal reaaon for the building 
procram being prepared was to provide 
a permanent place for the ark. It was 
then In the tent that Davld had pitched 
for it In Jerusalem. 

1 CHRONICLES 23 
Verle 1. Made Solomon king. This 

means he made him acting king, not 
that he occupied the throne. That kind 
or action was never done lawfully 
whUe the rlgbtful ruler W&8 Hving. 
But David had become inftrm near the 
end of his Ufe, and Bome unrest had 
been created by persons who wanted 
the throne. To aettle tbe dispute while 
he ltved, David made it clear to his 
people that Solomon was to be king 
atter bim. See the account of the con· 
troveny about the rulersblp In 1 
Kings 1. 

Vene 2. prf:nce. is a very commonly 
used word In the Old Teltament. It 
comes from variouB Hebrew words, but 
the general meaning Is. ODe who has 
pre8ttge or iniluence, not neceuarlly' 
one In o1llclal standing. The definition 
'given by Strong for the word is. "a 
head person (of any rank or class)." 
So the word could somettmes include 
men in official position, but the term 
would be "applied to them on account 

of their personal Influence, not because 
of their offtcial standing. This ac­
countB for the mention of the princes, 
and with the priests and Levttes. 

Verse 3. The numbering of the 
people waa done at dtfterent times. and 
the rules or limits to regulate the list 
were also different at times. On the 
occasion of this verse the beginning 
age for the Levites was 30 years. Polls 
means beads. and there were 38.000 of 
them at that time. 

Verse 4. Set forward means to over· 
see or engage actively in the work. 
24,000 of the numbered Levttes were 
given such a charge. 6,000 were om­
cera and judges, which meana they 
were the technical authorities over 
the work. 

Verse 5. The porters were door· 
keepers or janItors. The other 4.,000 
made up the choir. 

Verse 6. Course, means divisions or 
aectlons or groups. The three Ions ot 
Levi had been dead for centur ies. but 
the lines of their descendants were in 
existence. David tormulated the three 
linea into groups in such a way that 
each man could know from which of 
the three SODS of their common father 
he had come. 

Verses 7·11. The descendantl of each 
of the three SODS of LevI were next 
divided and designated into their In· 
dlvldual groups. This varagraph con­
cerns the men who descended from 
Gershon. 

Verse 12. Kohath was another SOD 
of Levi. He bad four sons, but Amram 
was the only one who had any special 
significance. That was due to his rela· 
tion to t1~e priesthood as wlll be seen 
and explained in the following verse. 

Verse 13. We have been told a num­
ber of times that the priesthood be­
longed exclusively to Aaron and his 
sons, and to their lineal descendants. 
This verse contains that Information, 
but goes further with the information 
about the priesthood. It gives us the 
very item that was the exclusive right 
of the priests, which was the burning 
of incense. The supervialon of the sac· 
riftces was tn their hands. and they 
were the ones who generally took the 
-active part at the altar, but the re8trlc· 
tiona were not &8 close on that. Others 
than priests were permitted to officiate 
In offering sacrifices. As instances. we 
w1ll cite the cases of Samuel (1 Sam. 
16: 2) and David (2 Sam. 6: 17) . But 
no ODe who was not ot the sons of 
Aaron could participate in the burning 
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of incense. There Is an outstanding 
case of error regarding this In 2 Chr. 
26 : 18. 

Verses 14·20. Man 0/ God was said 
ot Moses in view of his special work 
as leader of the people. and the law­
giver for God. He is named in the 
paragraph because he was of the tribe 
of Levi, as was Aaron his brother. 
Nothing outstanding can be said of 
his Bans or their (smUtes, but they 
are given "honorable mention" because 
ot the great Importance ot their father. 
The reader should not confuse the son 
of MOBes, Geraham, with Gershon, SOD 

of Levi. Note the dJtterence in the 
last letters. 

Verses 21-28. Merarl was the third 
Bon of Levi according to the U8t re­
corded here and elsewhere. The In­
stance of Eleazar's daughters marry­
ing their cousins, the SODS of Kish, 
was according to Num. 36: 6. 

Verse 24. Chief Of the fathen shows 
tbat not every indIvidual person who 
was born atter Levi was named. The 
Hat of polls or heads included only 
those that did the 'Work. The age limit 
finally was reduced to twenty years 
and over. See the comments at verse 
3 on this subject. 

Verses 25·27. This group of verses 
really should be considered in direct 
connection with the preceding one. By 
lowering the age limit of the Levites, 
(which was done by David near · the 
end of bls Ute). it Increased the num· 
ber of men who would be taken into 
the Ust. It would also reduce the 
average physical strength of the men 
by including those ten years younger 
than the ODes at first numbered. But 
the Lord had given them rest from the 
enemy nations, relievIng them of the 
hardships of the activities tn the field. 
These men were to be in Jerusalem 
and be always ready to do the manual 
labor necessary tor the duties of the 
priests. Another thing, the temple was 
about to be erected, and the head­
quarters of the nation would not be 
moved from place to place as was 
necessary while they depended on the 
tabernacle. Therefore, the service reo 
qulred for the assIstance to the priests 
would be near home all the time, so 
tbat any man twenty years old or over 
could perform the service. 

Verse 28. There Is always some work 
required in connection with the ra­
Ugtous service that Is not strictly re­
Ugious in its nature. ThIs includes 
such as washing the animals, and the 
care of the building wtth its doors and 

various apartments. This work was 
performed. by these men that were 
numbered from twenty years and up· 
ward. 

Verse 29. This specifies some of the 
items of preparatory work In connec· 
tion with the temple servtce. Somebody 
had to do the manual work of baking 
the loaves of unleavened bread that 
were placed on the table of shewbread 
each Sabbath. There were also many 
calls for cakes and bread to be altered 
on tbe altar of burnt sBCriftes. (Lev. 
2.) This created a demand tor such 
articles and these men were employed 
In It. 

Verse 30. Another service to be 
rendered In connection with the rna· 
terial sacrifices was the prayer and 
praise service. Some of these men reo 
terred to above pertormed the saId 
services as members at the choir. 

Verse 31. Sabbath. Is in the plural 
because every special or holy day was 
a sabbath. The term is used generally, 
and the writer then specifies some ot 
the days that were considered sabbath 
Or holy days besides the 7th day of 
the week. New moons always had to 
be observed as holy days. (1 Sam. 20: 
6, 18, 24.) Bet feasts means the ones 
with definite dates, such as the Pass· 
over which always came on the 14th 
day ot the first month; Pentecost 
which always came 50 days alter Pass­
over; and Atonement which always 
came on the 10th day of the 7th month. 

Verse 32. The tabernacle was at that 
time at Gibeon, with all the articles 
or the service except the ark. The ser· 
vice was necessarily incomplete due 
to the distance from the capital city, 
also because the ark was In a tent to 
itself. What service could be had, 
however. was to be performed by these 
Levites. It was intended also that 
they should have the slmUar work 
later on. This is evident by the reter· 
ence to the house of the Loret. 

1 CHRONICLES 24 
Verses 1-3. This 1s an Introduction 

to the subject matter of the chapter 
as a whole. Division8 meana the groups 
of persons that descended from Aaron 
down to the time of this writing. Aaron 
had four Bons, but two of them died 
leaving no children. The Une of the 
priesthood. therefore proceeded from 
the remaining two. By the time of 
David the el1g1ble men descending trom 
the two sons of Aaron came to number 
so many that he concluded to make 



1 Chronicle. 24: 4-25: 8 215 

some arrangement for some systematic 
method of administration. 

Verse 4. The chief men. were the 
ones among the descendants of Aaron's 
SODS who were to head the lists that 
were to have charge of the priestly 
services thereafter. There were 16 such 
men in the group from Eleazar. and 8 
In that from Ithamar. 

Verse 5. The families of these 24 
men were to fUrnish the lots for the 
service from then on. But In order to 
have proper procedure, and give some 
talr distribution of the work, the ar­
rangement was decided by lot. 

Verse 6. After the lot had been taken 
and the various households had been 
assigned to their position in the numer­
ical order, the proper men made a 
record of the same, which became a 
part of the royal histories. That would 
avoid any dispute as to whose turn it 
was to serve at any given time. Smith's 
Bible Dictionary bas the tollowing to 
say about this course or turn method of 
administering the priesthood. "Courses. 
-The priesthood was dlvtded into 
tour and twenty 'courses' or orders. 
1 Chr. 24: 1-19; 2 Chr. 23: 8; Luke 
1: 6. each ot which was to serve in 
rotation for one week. while the 
further assignment ot special services 
during the week was determined by 
lot. Luke 1: 9. Each course appears to 
have commenced its work on the Sab­
bath. the outgoing priests t aking the 
morning sacrifice, and leaving that of 
the evening to their successors. 2 Chr. 
23: 8." This Information Is found also 
In Josephus; Antiquities. Book 7, 
Chapter 14. Section 7. 

Verses 7-19. This passage gives the 
order of turns for tbe service of the 
priesthood as described in the preced· 
ing paragraph. The reader will be 
interested In the mention of Abijah in 
verse 10. In Luke 1: 5 Is the account 
of the priest who belonged to that 
course. and who became the tather ot 
John the Baptist. The spelling Is a 
little different In the N. T. but Is the 
same man. According to their manner 
means aecording to the plan that David 
had established for them. 

Verses 20-31. These verses are all 
grouped into one varagraph because 
no distinct interest Is had tn anyone. 
It is a Ust or persons belonging to the 
blood of Levi. yet not ot the "chiet 
men" who formed the courses ot the 
priesthood. There was much work re­
quired In the service ot the Lord 'be­
sides the actual service ot the priest-

hood.. and the men enumerated in this 
paragrapb were used tor that. 

1 CHRONICLES 25 
Verse 1. Prophesy is from lURA and 

Strong defines it. "to prophesy. 1. e. 
speak (or sing) by inspiration (in 
prediction or simple discourse)." It 
has a very wide extent ot meaning, 
but is used In the present instance to 
mean they sang with the accompani­
ment of these musical instruments. 

Verses 2·4. A prominent fact con­
nected with David was his love of 
music. He was an able player and we 
recall his work while a young man in 
the service of Saul. Now that he is In 
a position ot authority, he devotes a 
great deal ot attentlon- to his choIr. 
These men who _are said to prophesy 
were some ot the expert players and 
the king assigned to them Borne par­
ticular instrument to vlay In connec­
tion with the service. 

Verse 6. A seer was a prophet in 
the ordInary sense of that word, Whose 
duty was to speak the words or God 
concerning the futUre. But they were 
also among the musicians. and this 
man Heman was one of the prophets. 
and bad a large family. 

Verses 6, 7. The family ot Heman. 
which Included many sons and daugh­
ters, could play on various instru­
ments, and the king used them in the 
service. The cymbals were used to 
beat time. while the psalteries and 
harps were stringed instruments that 
were used for service to God under 
the direction of I>avid. Ot course we 
wUl not forget that all ot this ar­
rangement for the house of God was 
preparatory. for no such bouse was 
yet bunt. David was not permitted to 
build tt, but he was allowed to prepare 
for it. So he not only got much ot the 
material ready for the building, but 
also arranged a vast system ot talent 
among his subjects to engage in the 
publlc service to God when the time 
came for 1t. There were 288 of these 
talented persons ready for service. 

Verse 8. With such a vast amount 
ot talent available. it was necessary 
to make provision tor an orderly ex~u­
tlon ot It ; thts was done by eastIng lots. 
Ward means duty, and the tbought is 
that the lots were cast for the enlist­
ment Into the servIce ot all the talents 
whetber great or small. Teacher . .. 
scholar. Among the large number of 
musicians there were both the in­
structors and the ones still receiving 
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instructions, and all of them were as­
signed to their proper place tn the 
service by lot. 

Verses 9·31. This entire paragraph 
haa to do with the enumeration of the 
various musicians and their places In 
the service 8S determined by the cast· 
Ing of lots. 

I CHRONICLES 26 
Verses 1-12. It was thought well to 

make a single paragraph of these 
verses because they aU bave to do with 
the subject of the porters. It any 
special attention Is needed to some 
expression, it will be referred to Its 
proper verse. There Is 80 much space 
given to the porters ,of the temple ser· 
Tiee that some consideration w1ll be 
given to the subject. A porter was a 
janitor or gatekeeper. The house of 
God that was built by Solomon was a 
complicated structure with many gates 
and doors, 80me ot which were large 
and heavy. I shall quote the article 
in the Oxford Cyclopedic Concordance 
on this Bubject. "Porters were the 
doorkeepers and pollee of the temple 
(2 Chron. 31: 14). They were dIvided 
into companies, under the command 
of the 'Captain of tbe Temple,' and 
one division was always on duty, keep~ 
ing guard day and night. Josephu8 
says that it took twenty men to shut 
the great brazen gatea (Acta 21: 30).'~ 
This Information will explain the ref~ 
erences to mighty men 01 valor (V. 6) 
and Btrenqth. (V. 8) and Btrono men 
(V. 9) in the present paragraph. Wards 
one against another means they had 
their individual dutles and were to 
take their turns after each other. 

Verse 13. Small ... great. These 
are from words that apply to age, 
meaning that no age Umit was con· 
sidered in the allotment of this service. 
The only thing considered when dis· 
tributing tbe tasks was the particular 
famUy a man belonged to. 

Verses 14416. The tour directions 
are named tn the verses, and BOrne 
particular man was placed at each of 
the gates with Borne part of the duty 
given him. House of A.8uppim means 
a store-room that was located near the 
gatee. It Is very easy to see why 8uch 
places would need special guards. 

Verses 17419. These Levites were 
aeeigned these posts as guards in addl· 
tion to those named In the preceding 
paragraph. ABUppim is the same as 
the one mentioned before, and had 
til ... ~ddltlona\ ~ards tor the place. 

Parbar was a suburban annex to the 
main wall. and CdfUmDGJ{ had reference 
to Bome walkway connected thereto. 
The first mention of ParbGr means the 
unit as a whole. Then In particular, 
there were four guards for the walk~ 
way and two for the wall ot the annex. 

Verses 20-27. The store-houses had 
not only guards for the places, but 
special charge was given for the things 
stored therein. Ahljab, a Levite, had 
Borne of this duty. and it Included the 
gUts that had been made by the Israel· 
ites for the service of God. Also. the 
thl!lgB that had been taken by David 
in his conOtcts with the enemies were 
put in these store·houses, and the men 
named were to 88s1st as guards. 

Verse 28. Many of these spolls bad 
been taken as far back as the days of 
Samuel and Saul. They bad been kept 
in places of satety until the present 
time, and David valued them highly 
enough to make aU these provisions 
for their continued safety. No one 
man can do everything, hence it was 
necessary to assign the reaponstbtUty 
to these men. 

Verse 29. Owtward bUllneBB refers 
to the poUctng and governing of ,the 
country tn general. For the purpose 
of external atralrs these officers were 
appointed, and the torce was managed. 
by Chenantah. 

Verse 30. HebroniteB and such Uke 
terms reters to locaUty classes and 
not to any particular famOy. Since 
valour means strength, and since these 
were officers to keep the peace, we can 
see the propriety In the selection of 
these men. 

Verse 31. Generations meaDS "famtly 
history." According to the famU,. his­
tory of this man, J erijah was a chief 
man. He and bis tellows were "rounded 
uP" for the service In the last year 
of David's life and reign. 

Verse 32. The two and a half tribes 
were on the east of the Jordan. Being 
thus located at the distance from the 
nation's headquarters, they needed 
ample protection. David aesigned 2,700 
strong men to the pollclng of that 
territory. It was their duty to look 
atter both the reUgious and temporal 
interests of the kingdom of DaVid. 

I CHRONICLES 27 
Veree 1. This iA a sort at BummIng 

up of the men in the service of David. 
The orderly manner of their service 
is indicated in tbts verse. They 8e"ed 
II w9nt!l at a ~~ and 19oi! tIIelr 
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proper turns. The number of the forces 
that served. in any particular month Is 
suggested In the following verses, 

Verse 2-16. There were 24.000 men 
servIng each of the 12 months of the 
year. 

Verses 16-22. In tbis paragraph the 
service 1& divided according to tribes. 
Out of each trIbe the kIng eelected 
prince.!. which meane men or influence 
or prestige. 

Verse 23. David's not taking the 
enumeration ot those trom twenty and 
under. and the TeUOD stated, shows 
his moUve lor the numbering; it was 
his concern for the strength that lay 
in great numbers. Were they some­
what llmUed or uncertain, he would 
have enUsted every male who was phys­
Ically able to do any kind of manual 
labor. The moUve be had was what 
led bim into the oversight concerning 
the ransom money. See Ex. 30: 12; 
1 Chr. 21: 1-3. 

Verse 24. At first thought this verse 
-might seem to contradict Ch. 21: 6. 
But the Bum there mentioned means 
ODly that when Josb saw the wrath ot 
God coming, he ceased the numbering. 
He then gave over to David the report 
ot the work done thus far. 

Verse 26. No ODe man had exclusive 
charge of the Interests connected with 
David's kingdom. Azmaveth was one 
among others who bad some part ot 
caring for the treasures. J ehona then 
must have been a rather important 
man, for his work attached him to the 
things stored in field" CiUe8, viUaoes 
and castles. 

Verse 26. Some preceding verses 
have told at men who bad charge of 
the products of the Helds and other 
BOurces. Ezri bad oversigbt of the pro­
duction ltaeU, seeing that the ground 
was properly Ulled. 

Verse 21. This means Shimel was 
to care tor the planta of the vineyards. 
Zabdi W&8 to bave charge of the prod· 
uet, to see that the wine W&8 produced 
and Btored in the cellan. These details 
may seem trivial to the reader. but we 
should get the le8son of the importance 
ot having a system; doIng thlnge In 
an orderly method. Paul commended 
the church at Col08se for that. (Ch. 
2: 6,) 

Verse 28. This 811cam-ore was a fruit 
tree somewhat like the tig tree. Baal­
hanan waa to care fOr these and the 
olive trees that grew In the low plains. 
The oUve tree was culUvated tor the 

011 of the fruit, and Joash was to look 
after tts storage. 

Veree 29. The herd. of thl. passage 
means the larger animals, sucb as 
beeves. David was careful to see that 
full provision was made for the care 
ot these animals by not uslgnlng too 
much to anyone mao. The cattle feed­
ing in Sharon and the trlUages had 
each a dltrerent man. 

Verse 30. Camela were used for food 
and for transportation. They were 
among the most Important beasts of 
service in old times ; one man was 
charged with the care of these. The 
asses were used for plowIng and trans­
portation; Jehdetah took care of these. 

Verse 31. The many uses for sheep 
and goats are 80 familiar that it Is 
unnecessary to commen t . Jazlb had 
the care of the flocks. He was a Hager­
ite, which was ot one of the Arabian 
clans. AU these applies to the men In 
the service ot David who are mentioned 
in the several preceding verses. 

Verse 32. A counsellor was one who 
gave advice and made suggestions. 
When some decision was made It was 
to be recorded. and Jonathan served 
In the capacity ot advising and record­
ing. His work was not al specific as 
was that at the klng's oftlcial coun­
sellor who will be presented In the next 
verse. Jehlel was engaged by David 
to act as tutor for his sons. 

Verse 33. Ahitltophel should be re· 
gard.ed 88 the klng's special or omcial 
counsellor. He was the one whose 
advice was rejected in the case of 
Absalom, and who kUled himself over 
It. (2 Sam. 17: 23.) Hus1l4i 10 clasoed 
as a companion only, but finally be· 
came the more important as a coun­
sellor. (2 Sam. 16: 32·37.) 

Verse 34. Joab WIl8 the general at 
the army and the most important man 
of an, 

1 CHRONICLES 28 
Verse 1. This verse reports a call 

tor a general assembly ot al1 David's 
chief men. He knows he Is Dear the 
end of his Ute. and plans to inform 
hIs people at what had beeD In his 
mind, also what he hopes to have done 
atter he is gone. 

Verse 2. The ark was a divine in­
strument tor the l ervico of God, or­
dained by the Lord himselt. Yet its 
material was earthly and the tormlng 
of it was done by man. In view of 
such facts it was fitting to call the 
building David proposed to erect a rest· 
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tng place for the ark. But when be 
came to speak of it in connection with 
God personally. he claimed no higher 
honor for the temple than to call it 
a footstool. 

Verse 3, See my comments at Ch. 
22: 11 on the attitude of David regard· 
ing tbis matter of his being denied the 
priviJege of building t~e temple. 

Verse 4. Instead of feeling as if he 
were left out of all honor. David called 
attention to the particulars in which 
he had been favored, For ODe thing, 
his tribe was chosen to furnish the 
kings who were to reign in Jerusalem. 
Next, out of that tribe the Lord chose 
his father's family. Last but not least, 
of the eight sons his father bad, he 
was the one chosen. 

Verse 5. In continuing bis specifiea· 
tions of favors David pointed out that 
of aU the many BOns he had, God had 
selected Solomon to be the next king. 
Not onJy was Solomon to be king, but 
was to be allowed the honor of build­
ing the house or God, something David 
bad longed to do but was forbidden. 
It might be wondered why David had 
thls feeling of preference for Solomon. 
There is no direct statement in the 
Bible on this subject. But we know 
that Solomon was a son of Bath-sheba, 
and the attair with that attractive 
woman, although connected with Borne 
bltter memories, must have left a feel­
ing of favoritism in the mind of DavId. 

Verse 6. David's reverence for God 
would naturally influence him to have 
profound respect for his activities. God 
had set Solomon on a pedestal of spe­
cIal favor by the endearing terms of 
lather and 8011. ; David had heen told 
all this. It necessarily Impressed. him 
with the outstanding Importance of 
this son of the woman of tender 
memory. 

Verse 7. For ever means "agelasting." 
Had Solomon been always true to God, 
the vast extent of his jurisdiction (see 
1 Ki. 4: 21) would have continued to 
the end of that (Jewish) age. But the 
condition on which such favor was to 
be granted was that he continue tn 
obedience to the Lord's command­
ments. As at this day means that the 
future king should serve God accord­
ing to the law that was then in force. 

Verse 8. Tbts exhortation was ad· 
dressed to the assembly of the great 
men mentioned in verse 1. It was in 
the sight of the congregation and in 
the hearing ot GOd. It sbould always 
be remembered that God bears all that 

Is said. That Is important as to the 
things we say. and also as regards the 
instructions that are given us from any 
of God's authorized teachers. Leave it 
lOT an inheritance. This expression 
Implies more than is generally realized. 
Many people act as if they were not 
responsible on behalf of the future 
generations. If they see flt to consume 
the land to which they have a title, 
they think it is no concern of others. 
This verse teaches that the men then 
in charge of the land were to cond uct 
themselves in such a manner that the 
territory· would be lett for others after 
the present generations bad P8J3sed 
away. 

Verses 9, 10. This is a tine exhorta­
tion and came from an able and sincere 
mind. Had Solomon' heeded it he 
would have been a happier man. The 
Lord must be sougbt it he Is to be 
enjoyed. This is taught in lsa. 56: 6, 7 
and Matt. 7: 7. 

Verses 11, 12. God was very con­
siderate at David even though he 
would not permtt him to build the 
temple. He gave him the pattern by 
the spirit, which means he was in­
spired In delivering it to bls son. 
More w1l1 be said on this subject at 
verse 19. 

Verse 13. God directed David as to 
the courses or turns of the priests, and 
he handed the instructions over to 
Solomon. 

Verse U. All metal has weight, but 
the expression bV weight means that 
David had it weighed and did not leave 
it for his workmen to guess at. 

Verses 15. A ccording to t1te use 
means the weight of the metal allotted 
to each piece was accordIng to its 
needs, depending on the service to be 
ha.d from it. 

Verses 16-18. When Solomon built 
the temple be reproduced, in enlarged 
form, all the vessels and furniture that 
had been in the tabernacle service, ex­
cept the ark. That had been housed 
in a special tent by David, and Solo­
mon did not reproduce iL 

Verse 19. Hand Is from TAD and 
Strong defines tt, "a primitive word; 
a hand (the open one [indicating 
power, means, direction, etc.] In difT 
tinction from a closed one) ." So the 
verse means God gave David the power 
to write the description of the temple 
to be erected by Solomon. There should 
be no questioning of the work of Solo­
mon In the vast architectUre be used 
In the building. It the temple was not 
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constructed as God wanted it. the rea­
son was that the divine pattern was 
not followed. We cannot conclude that. 
tor the Lord ble88ed the buUding at 
the prayer and dedlcatioD. 

Verse 20. The task of erecting a 
buUdlng of such vast proportions was 
great. It was to require the work of 
thousands of men and call tor the 
collecting of huge amounts of materi­
als ; hence the encouraging worde of 
David were appropriate. NeUher could 
such a great work be accompllshed 
without the help of God, and David 
assured his son that divine help would 
be given him. 

Verse 21. The courses or turns of 
the priests also would be assured for 
Solomon's service in things belonging 
to their line. In short, the talents of 
the entire nation would be at hie com· 
mand. 

1 CHRONICLES 29 
Verse 1. There was never more than 

one man chosen to be a king at the 
same time, nor to supervise a great 
work like the tabernacle or the temple. 
Whom alone means there was no otber 
to compare with Solomon, or to stand 
any chance in the estimation of God. 
YOtmg ana tender means be was in­
experienced in the matters soon to 
claim bis attentIon. Were the build­
tng to be tor man's use only. it would 
Dot bave been so important; but It was 
for the Lord and must have the utmost 
attention. 

Verse 2. Part of the deflnlUon of 
the original tor prepared, is. "appoint, 
fender Bure," That is the meaning it 
has In this place. David did not have 
any ot -the materials shaped up and 
ready to install in the building. He 
wanted to be sure or some to be wait­
ing tor Solomon's use, hence prepared 
or made sure that it would be there. 

Verse 3. This is the p&asage cited 
when I was commenting on 1 Kl. 10: 
13. There was a distinction between 
the possessions a king might have as 
a private citizen, and the ones he 
owned and controlled as king. It could 
be illustrated by the allotment of 
money the President is given for his 
expenses as Chief Executive, and the 
money he might have in a bank .as his 
private checking account. Mine own 
prope'r good means his private goods, 
and that I have prepared means the 
valuables out of the royal treasury 
that he had "earmarked" for UBe in 
bunding the temple. 

Verses 4, 6. Go/~ 0' Ophir 18 deslg· 

nated because the metal that came 
from that place was considered of 
special fineness. Who then is willinu, 
etc. David informed his people that 
materials were ready for the temple. 
and then called tor volunteers to work 
with them. Not that they were to 
begin the work at once, for David would 
not have been permItted to have that 
done. But he wanted to have workmen 
as well as the materials ready when 
the time came. 

Verses 6-8. The people responded 
fUrther than David requested. He had 
asked them to otter their service (tram 
the same word as "hand" in Ch. 28: 
19). but they ofrered also their valu­
ables. and gave them willingly. 

Verse 9. The literal vaJue ot the 
things ofrered was not the most Jm­
portant phase of the situation. That 
whicb caused David and the otbers 
to rejotce was the fact that they gave 
w1l11ngly. That is the same principle 
which pleases the Lord today. (2 
Cor. 9: 7.) 

Verses 10-13. These verses are sete· 
explanatory, but I wish the reader to 
ponder them well, however, and note 
the strong expressions of gratitude 
and praise to the dIVine Giver of all 
good things. God Is acknowledged to 
be the source of all good. 

Verse U . This verse brings to a 
specUlc view the thoughts expressed 
In the preceding paragraph. It is the 
same thought that Paul gives us In 1 
Tim. 6: 7 and 1 Cor. 4: 7. It is true 
that the latter is speaking of spiritual 
gitts, but the idea is the same, that all 
we have came from God. Theretore, 
when we make a "gin" to God, we are 
merely handing back to bim that which 
he has loaned to us. 

Verse 15. Stranger means a tem­
porary dweller. and the word could 
be used with reference to the places tn 
the world and their relation to each 
other. But tn this place David appUes 
the word to those on the earth as a 
whole, That proves that David did not 
believe this earth to be the final abode 
of man. 

Verse 16. This Is the same as verse 14-. 
Verse 17. Priest the Mart is said in 

direct connection with the fact that 
God had given his gOOds into the hands 
of man. It was to test bis honesty and 
devotion. 

Verse 18. Keep this reters to the 
state of mind the people then bad. 
They were respectful toward God and 
willing to contribute of their means 
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and UlbOr for the advancement of God's 
interests. David prayed that such an 
attitude may be kept tn the imagina­
tion (mind) of them ever after. 

Verse 19. A special prayer was 
offered tor his son that he might al­
ways have the right kind of heart to­
ward God. Commandments referred· to 
the requirements of God tn general. 
Testimonies means these requirements 
had been attested and establIshed. 
Statutes refers to the tormal enact­
ments of God. All of lhese terms may 
be used somewhat interchangeably, and 
the same law might possess all of the 
qualities at once. 

Verse 20. BleBS God means to adore 
him and to sbow 1t by the posture of 
the body; worship as used here means 
about the same. When ODe bows the 
head at the mention of a certain being, 
be is saId to worship blm. That is the 
sense tn which the people worshiped 
the Lord and the king. 

Verse 21. These sacrifices were vol· 
untary offerings, prompted by the 
gratitude of the people fOT the favor· 
able state of affairs, and the prospect 
of good things to come. A drink offering 
was an otrering of wine, so called be­
cause it was the giving up of some· 
thing that could have been used tor 
a drInk. 

Verse 22. Eat and. drink before the 
Lord signifies that It was one of the 
reUglous feasts that the Jews were 
permitted to have. (Deut. 12: 21; 1 
Sam. 9: 12.) Made David king the 
second time. They had a second public 
formality or recognition of him as 
king. The principle tnvolved would 
apply tn general tor persons of author· 
tty. The popular song "Coronation" has 
been criticized by &orne because it 
speaks of crowning Christ as king, 
whereas he has been already crowned. 
The objection ignores the figurative 
use of the term. ActuaJIy and ltterally, 
a man is made king but once, but 
every time a subject acknowledges the 
king, he may be said to have crowned 
him. That is the sense in which the 
people made DavId king in this In· 
stance. 

Verses 23-25. We must remember 
that the books of Chronicles are brief 
and do not claim to give all the de­
taUs. Because of the character of said 
documents we will Dot find them al· 
ways chronological. This paragraph Is 
out of Une a8 to date, for David was 
yet king. It is in Une as to the 
thought. One of the outstanding items 

of David's prayer and request WAS that 
the people would respect bie BOn who 
was to reign after him. (Ch. 28: 1·8.) 
The inspired writer goes Into the fu· 
ture tar enough to tell us of the an· 
swer to the prayer for Solomon, then 
drops back to the proper date to finish 
the account of David. The direct hi&­
tory ot Solomon wlll come In next 
book. 

Verses 26, 27. This Is a summing 
tip ot the reIgn of David. All I,rael 
Is said with reference to the partial 
reign ascribed to him at first. Judah 
was the only tribe that accepted him 
for 7 years, then finally all the tribes. 
(2 Sam. 2: 8·11; 6: 1-3.) 

Verse 28. This Is anotber general 
statement. Good ola age does not refer 
to the actual length ot his life, for 
many men ltved longer than be. But 
he was not cut off by any mIsfortune 
ot violence or disease; be died of 
natural causes. 

Verses 29, .30. Samu.el, Nathan and 
Gad were national prophets. They not 
only spoke the Word ot God when oc· 
caslon called for it, but each at them 
put many things into writing. Book 
Is defined as "history," and the de­
taUs of the happenings of their days 
were put Into their histories, tor the 
tuller Information of the people then 
Hvlng. For the purposes of future 
generations the Lord had certain por· 
tions of their works put into the book 
that was to become a part of our Bible. 
See also my comments on the word 
"Chronicles" at 1 KI. 14: 19. 

2 CHRONICLES I 
Verse 1. This and several verses 

following corresponds with 1 Ki. 3: 
l·Ui. Wa, ,trengthened. denotes that 
Solomon was established on hiB 
throne. It sometimes happens that a 
man may take his place on the throne, 
but be In an uncertain condition be­
cause of some distUrbance in the na· 
tion. It was not so with Solomon for 
all elements of the nation were favor· 
able to him. 

Verse 2. Solomon. spake. The second 
word is one with several meanings. 
It Is rendered in the A. V. the most 
frequently by "speak" and "answer." 
In a tew instances It Is translated 
"command." The present verse merely 
says that Solomon spake to the people. 
We must conclude, therefore, that 
what he said included what was neces· 
sary to inform the people of the 
king's desire of them. 


