
Scriptural Baptism
BY H. E. PHILLIPS

It Is of utmost importance
that any religious act be exactly
as God directs, otherwise It is
an empty and vain act. Baptism
Is one thing that the religious
world has been divided over as
long as religious denominations
have existed. The is absolutely
no excuse for men being dis-
turbed over this subject be-
cause it is fully taught in the
New Testament. A brief study
may help us to see the simplicity
and completeness of the subject
In God's word.

There are three important
questions about baptism that
must be answered before we
know whether or not It is scrip-
tural. For a thing to be scrip-
tural It must be taught in the
scriptures. These questions are:
"Why is the action of baptism?"
"Who should be baptized?" and
"Why should one be baptized?"

Scriptural ACTION means what
Is done. Not everything called
baptism Is scriptural. We are
not interested here in telling of
all the unscriptural practices,
but only what is taught In the
word of God. The word "buried"
is a definite action. "Therefore
we are burled with him by bap-
tism into death..." (Rom. 6:4).
"Buried with him in baptism... (Col.
2:2). This Is a scriptural action
and nobody will deny It. It is
also true that any substitute
action Is unscrlptural (untaught
in the New Testament).

The word "baptize" comes
from a Greek term which has a
definite action. It means to dip
or plunge, and when water is the
element, as the great commission
indicates, the subject is "dipp-
ed" or "buried" In water. Be-
sides the circumstances sur-
rounding all cases of baptism in
the New Testament show that
the action was a burial. In Acts
8:38 Philip and the eunuch "went
down both Into the water, both
Philip and the eunuch; and he
baptized him." Both going Into

the water to baptize one man
would be foolish unless the ac-
tion was a burial. "And Jesus,
when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water"
(Matt. 3:16). There would have
been no point In Jesus coming
"up out of the water" unless He
"went down Into the water" to
be baptized. it is all clear if we
understand the action to be a
burial. This Is the only action
that is scriptural.

It makes a difference WHO Is
baptized. The person must be a
believer (Gal. 3:26,27; Heb. 11:-
6). In the commission as re-
corded by Mark the Lord said:
"He that belleveth and is bap-
tized shall be saved." If one
does not believe, he cannot be
scripturally baptized. This elimi-
nates Infants and untaught per-
sons. Infants are not lost and
do not need to be saved. They
are SAFE. Sin Is what separates
us from God, and Infants have
not sinned. In Roman 6:17 we
read, "But God be thanked, that
ye were the servants of sin,
but ye have obeyed from the
heart"--and Romans 10:10 says,
"For with the heart man bellev-
eth unto righteousness"—"that
form of doctrine which was de-
livered you." This obedience
must be "from the heart" or by
faith. The next verse shows the
results of this obedience by
faith—"Being then made free
from sin..." The scriptural sub-
ject for baptism is a believer
who have repented of his past
sins and has confessed Christ
to be the Son of God (Rom.
10:9,10; Acts 2:38). No one else
Can be scripturally baptized.

It also makes a difference
WHY one is baptized. The act
has a definite purpose. When
Peter and the apostles had
preached the first gospel ser-
mon on Pentecost, the hearers
were pricked in their hearts and
cried out: "Men and brethren,
what shall we do?" The state-

ment that they were "pricked in
their heart" simply shows that
the preaching had convinced
them or made them believers.
Now to these believers Peter
said, "Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ FOR THE REMIS-
SION OF SINS ..." (Acts 2:38).
Romans 6:17 says that they
must obey "from the heart that
form of doctrine"—the death,
burial, and resurrection of
Christ—"which was delivered you.
Being then made free from sin,
ye became the servants of righ-
teousness" (Rom. 6:17,18). This
Is baptism. The purpose in being
made free from sin is to become
the servant of righteousness,
to walk In newness of life (2
Cor. 5:17). We must be In Christ
to be a new creature, and we
arise to walk in the new life
when were are scripturally bap-
tized Into Christ (Gal. 3:26,27).
There Is absolutely no way to
get into Christ except by being
scripturally baptized into him.

We must have the right AC-
TION, PERSON, AND PURPOSE to be
scripturally baptized. We must be
scripturally baptized to be sav-
ed. Christ said so in Mark 16:16.
We must be saved if we hope to
escape the everlasting punish-
ment from the presence of the
Lord (2 Thess. 1:9). It is impor-
tant!

-From SEARCHING the SCRIPTURES, May, 1964
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(Acts 22:16).
8. It is to be saved (Mark

16:15,16; I Pet. 3:21).
9. It is for or unto the re-

mission of sins (Acts 2:38).
The English "for" In Acts

2:38 has had its part in the
effort to explain away the pur-
pose of baptism. Baptists espe-
cially stress that this word look
backward to a thing already
accomplished. They say that
baptism Is "with reference to
remission of sins" — i.e., be-
cause sins have already been
forgiven by faith alone or at
the point of faith. It can easily
be shown that this is not the
correct meaning of "for" or
"unto" (eis) In Acts 2:38 by
letting various passages explain
themselves as to why one Is
baptized. An example is Romans
6:3-6. Here the Holy Spirit says
that we are baptized "Into his
death": "Therefore we are bur-
led with him by baptism Into
death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk In newness of
life." Now when does one walk In
newness of life? Why when he is
raised from the burial in baptism.
Then in verse 5 the picture is
planted In his likeness and also
In the Ikeness of his nssurrec-

tion. Then in verse 6: "Knowing
this, that our old man is crud-
fled (dead) with him- — this is
still speaking of being baptized
into his death and raised to walk
in the new life—"THAT THE BODY
OF SIN MIGHT BE DESTROYED,
THAT HENCEFORTH WE SHOULD NOT
SERVE SIN." Verse 7 says: "For
he that is dead Is freed from
sin." Baptism by faith is a con-
dition by which one is made free
from sin—the body of sin is
destroyed.

Let us read a few transla-
tions of Acts 2:38 and see what
the scholarship of the world has
to say about "for" or "unto"
remission of sins in this pas-
sage:

King James Version: "Re-
pent, and be baptized ... for the
remission of sins."

American Standard Version:
"Repent ye, and be baptized ...
unto the remission of your
sins."

Revised Standard Version:
"Repent, and be baptized ... for
the forgiveness of your sins."

Goodspeed's Translation:
"You must repent, and every
one of you be baptized ... in
order to have your sins forgiv-
en."

The Living Oracles: "Reform,
and be each of you Immersed in

1

Unity
The children of God can never be one by introducing human

opinions, practices based on human judgment, Institutions
organizations, and ways and works based on the commandments
of men. They all bring division and gender strife. There is but
one pathway to unity among God's people, but one rule that
can make us one in Christ Jesus, that can bring salvation to
the world. That Is, let each one lay aside all opinions, ways,
Inventions, devices, practices, organizations and creeds,
confessions and formularies of faith, names and manner of
work, save that plainly presented and clearly required in the
New Testament.

— David Lipscomb

Why Be Baptized?
BY H. E. PHILLIPS

Baptism has been the subject
for debate almost from the time
Christ through the apostles au-
thorized it In connection with
salvation in his name. It Is Inter-
esting to note the many relig-
ious denominations today who
Insist upon baptism for some
purposes, but who deny that it
has anything to do with the for-
giveness of sins, or In any way
affects one's eternal destiny.
One of the most amazing things
In this age of enlightenment is
how such conclusions as are
held by denominations could be
drawn In the light of all that is
taught in the New Testament on
the subject of baptism, Its ac-
tion, purpose and subject. Either
baptism Is a condition of faith
by which the believer receives
forgiveness of sins, or it Is not.
If the Bible teaches that one
must be baptized "for the re-
mission of sins," there is no
way he can be forgiven without
being scripturally baptized.

But why does one have to be
baptized for the "remission of
sins"? Men cannot decide the
question; it must be done by
the word of God. Following are
some of the reasons given in
the New Testament regarding the
purpose of baptism:

1. It is commanded by Christ
(Mark 16:15,16; Matt. 28:19;
Acts 10:48 — Peter was speak-
ing by the authority of Christ).

2. It is in answer of a good
conscience toward God. (I Peter
3:20,21).

3. It is In order that one may
rejoice in the forgiveness of
sins. (Acts 8:39; 16:33,34).

4. it is to get into Christ
(Gal. 3:27).

5. It Is to get into the death
of Christ where remission of
sins is found (Rom. 6:3; Col.
2:12).

6. It is to be raised with
Christ to walk in newness of life
(Rom. 6:4).

7. It is to wash away sins
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MISTAKES OF THE FOOLISH VIRGINS

The five foolish virgins of Matthew 25 made two mistakes that
are repeated over and over by membe-: of the church:

1. They depended on others for oil. "And the foolish
said unto the wise, Give us your oil" (v.9). This, the wise could
not afford. The Judgment of God is an Individual matter. None
of us will have opportunity to borrow "oil" from others then.
Each must do his own duty. People seem to have the idea, at
times, that as long as they are associated with a good family,
a good wife, a good husband, good children, a good neighbor,
or even a good congregation that this will suffice at the
Judgment. Not so. "For every man shall bear his own burden"
(Gal. 6:5). Do you plan to get to heaven on another's oil? Think
again. It cannot be done.

2. They, thus, allowed their lamps to go out. How many
would be In attendance at most congregations If all could be
restored who have allowed their lamps to go out? This may
have happened due to one or more contributing causes.
Negligence, worldliness, false doctrine, indifference, over-
Involvement In things of this life often cause lamps of spiritual
life to go out. Each of us needs to check to see If our lamps
are still zealously burning. If not, find out why and correct
the situation. One way to keep a steady flow of oil In your
lamps is to be regular in attendance, study, prayer, and the
world of the Lord In general. — EOB

ter, 'and be baptized... for the
forgiveness of your sins.' "

Others could be given but
these are enough to show that
the scholars of the world un-
derstood the original words used
by Peter on this occasion placed
baptism as an act of obedience
to the faith unto or toward the
forgiveness of sins.

Acts 2:38 is easily under-
stood in the light of Mark 16:16
which says, "He that beileveth
AND Is baptized shall be saved."
If "he that belleveth" shall be
saved mean that the belief Is in
order to obtain forgiveness, the
"AND BE BAPTIZED" Is In order to
the same forgiveness. When a
man want to be saved from past
sins by Jesus Christ, he must do
what the Lord requires, and It
Includes baptism. Anyone and
everyone who teaches that bap-
tism Is not In order to receive
the forgiveness of sins is a
false teacher and not a servant
of Christ.

the name, of Jesus Christ, In
order to the remission of sins."

Diaglott Translation: "Re-
form, and let each of you be
Immersed ... for the forgiveness
of your sins."

Berkeley Translation: "Re-
pent and be baptized ... for the
forgiveness of your sins."

Weymouth Translation: "Re-
pent... and be baptized ... for
the remission of sins."

Emphasized Translation:
"Repent ye, and let each one of
you be Immersed ... Into the
remission of your sins."

Williams' Translation: "You
must repent ... be baptized ...

---------------------------------
that you may have your sins
forgiven."

Douay Translation: "Repent
and be baptized... for the for-
giveness of your sins."

American Bible Union: "Re-
pent, and be each of you im-
mersed... unto remission of
sins."

New World Translation:
"Repent, and let each one of
you-be baptized ... for forgive-
ness of your sins."

Modern English: "Change
your mind and be baptized ... for
a release of your sins."

Twentieth Century Transla-
tion: " 'Repent,' answered Pe-

-SEARCHING The SCRIPTURES, Oct.,1964

FRANK KNIGHT

Since our last bulletin,
another member of this
congregation has passed
away. Our brother Frank
Knight passed away April
12 at the age of 92. We
will miss him.
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