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Who can refle@ on thefe things, when applying the cafe to
himfelf, widhout being chilled with horror,’ at circumilances
fo extremely fhocking 2—Yet hideous as this concife and im-
perfect defcription is, of the fufferings fuftnined by many of
‘our flaves, it is neverthelefs true; and fo far from being ex-
aggerated falls infinitely- fhort of a thoufand circumftances of
dittrefs, which have been recounted by different writers on the
fubject, and which contribute to make their fitvation in this
life, the moft abfolutely wretched, and completely miferable,
that can poffibly be conceived:—In many places in America,
the flaves are ticated with every circumftance of rigorous in-
‘humanity, accumulated hardihip, and enormous cruelty.—
_Y.t, when we take them from Africa, we deprive them of
& country which GOD "hath given them for their own; as
free as we are, and a3 capable of enjoying thut blefling.
“Like pirates, we go to commit devaftation on the coaft of an
“innocent country, and among a people who never did us °
‘wrong. :

An infatiable, avaricious dufire to accumulate riches, co-
operating with the fﬂirit of luxury and injuftice feems 1o be
“the leading caufe of this peculiarly degrading and ignominious

praftice, Being once accuftomed to fubfiit without labour,
we become foft and voluptuous; and rather than afterwards
_forego the gratification of our habital indolence aud eafe,
we countenance the infamous violation, and facrifice at the
“fhrine of cruelty, all the finer feelings of elevated humanity.
Confidering things in this view, there furely can be nothing
_more jultly reprchenfible or difgufting, than the extrava-
ant fincry of many country people’s daughters. It hath not
ﬁcm at all uncommen to obferve as much gauze, lace and
other trappings on one of thofe country maidens, as hath em-
plavid o 2 iber’s flaves for twelve montas
afrérwards, to raife tobacco to pay for. ~ *Tis an ungrateful
reflc@tion, that all this frippery aud affe@ed finery, can only
"be fupported by the fweat of another perfon’s brow, and
confequently, only by lawful rapine and injuftice. If thefe
“young females could devote as much time from their amufe.
“1ment, as would be neeeffary for rcflettion ; or, was there any
" perfon of humanity at hand who would inculcate the indecen-
“cy of this kind of extravagance, I am perfuaded they have
“hearts good erough to reject, with difdain, the momentary
plealure of making a figure, in behalt of the rational and fait-
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abound with examples of exalted lieroifm, sefined pelicy, and
f{mpathclic humanity. Yet now the profpe@ begins to’
change ; and all the {plendour of this auguft efemblage,will
foon be overcalt by fudden and impenetrabls clauds; aod
American greatnefs be oblitrated. an«l fwallowed up, by cne
enormity. Slavery diffufes the gloom, and calls around us
the decpelt fhade of approaching darknefs. No longer fhall
the united ftates of America be famed for liberty,  Opprefs
fion pervades their howels; and while they exkikit a fair ex+
terior to other parts of the world, they are nothing more
than ¢ painted fepulchres,” containing within them nought
but rottennefs andp cormption,

Ye vcluptuous, ye opulent and areat, who hold in fubjece
tion {uch numbers of your fellow-creatures, and fuffer thefe
things to happen—beware ! . Refleét on the lamentable change,
that may, ata future Pcriod, talie place againd you. Ars
raizned before the almighty Sqrereign of the univerle, how
will you anfwer the charge of fuch complicated enormity ¢
The prefence of thofe flavey, who have been lo}, for want
of your inftru®ion, and by msans ot your oppreflion, fhall
make you dart deeper-into the flamey, to avoid their jult
reproaches, and feek out for an alylum, -in the hidden corny
ers of perdition ! - o o
- Many perfons of opulencs in Virginia, and the Carolinas,
treat their unhappy flaves with every circumflance of the cool-
eft negle@, and tgc moft deliberate indiffereace.  Surrounded
with a numerous train of fervants, to contribute to their per-
fona! cafe,and wallowingin all the luxurious plenitude ericﬁcs,
they negled the wretched {fource, whence they.draw this profufi-
on. hlany of their negrocs; on diltant cflates, are left to
ithe entire management of inhaman overfeers, where they fuf-
tfer for the wantof that very fultevance, which at the pro-
i prictor’s feat of refidence, is waltefully given to the dogs. It
requently happens, on thofe large cflates, that they are not
. clothed, ti!l the winter is -nearly expired, and then, the

moft valuahle only are -attended to; the young and the
i Jabor-wora, having no other allowance, - in this refpeét, than
the tattered garments, thrown off by the more fortunate. A
fingle peck of corn a week, or the like meafure of rice, is the
< ordinary quantity of provifion for a hard-working flave; to
which a fmall quantity of meat is occufionally, tho' rarcly,
"added.  While thofe miferable degraded perfons, thus fc*‘"‘;.’
o A )4

—






(44 )
praflices above mentioned come to he deliberately confidered
«when, alded to thefe, we take a view of the proceedings of
the Englith in the Latt-Indies, under the dire@ion of the late
Jerd Clive, and remember what happened in the fireets of Beno
gal and Calcutta—when we likewile reflect on cur American
mode of driving, butchering, and exterminating the poor de-
. fencelefs Indians, the native and lawful proprictors of the {oil
—we fLall acknowledge, if we poffefs the fmalleft degree of
candour, that the appellation of barbariar does not telong to
themn alone. While we continue thofe pratices, the wrin
chriftian will only bt a burlefque exprefiion; fignifying no
more, than that it ironically denominatzs the rudeft fet of barw
barians that ever difgraced the hands of their Creator, We
have the precepts of the pofpel for the government of our mo-
ral deportmient, in violation of which thofe outrageous wrongs-
are committed : but they have no fuch meliorating influence
among them, and only adhere to the fimple diftates of reafon
and natural religion, which they never violate, ' _

. Might not the inhabitants of Africa, with till greater juflice:
on their fide, than we have on ours, crofs the Adlantic, feize
our citizens, carry them inro Africa, and make flaves of them,-
provided they were itble to do it? But fhould this be really
the cafe, every corner of the globe would reverberate with the
found of African oppreffion; fo loud would be our complaint,.
and fo ¢ feeling cur appzal” to the inhabitants of the world at”
large. We ftould reprefent them as a lawlefs, piratical fet of
unprincipled robbers, plunderers, and \illains, whe balely

roftituted the fupcrior power and information, which GOD-

ad given them for worthy purpofes, to the vilek of all ends..
‘We {hould not hefitate 1o fuy, that they made ufe of thofe ad--
vantages, only to infiinge c\~c?' di€tate of juttice; to trample
under foot every fuggetlion of principle, and to fpurn, with
contempt, every right of humanity,

" The Algzrincs are reprobated, all the world over, for their;
unlawful depredations ; and figmatized as pirates, for their
vnreafonable exadtions from foreign nations,  But, the Alge.- .
vincs are no greater pirates than the Americans; nor are they’
a race more deftruétive to the happinefs of mankind, The de~

redations of the latter on the coafts of Africa, and upon the
innceent Indans’ tecritory, make the truth of this affertion
mapifet.  The piratical depredatious of the Algerines appear
to be a judginent from heaven upon the nations, to punifh their

) © perfdy

‘















