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PREPARED TO DIE?

"In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death.
And .the prophet 1sadiah the Aon of Amoz came fto
him, and aaid unto him, Thus Asaith the Lload,

Set thine house in ondex; fon thou shalt die,

“and not Pive."(2 Ki. 20:1)

This scripture has two very impeortant messages
for everyone to take notice of today. The
first point is obvious. There is no doubt
that we will all die sometime. "What man is
he that Eiveth, and shall not see death?"(Psa.
B9:48) "For the Living know that they shatl
die:"(Eccl. 9:5) Physical death to mankind is
such a certainty that it is one appointment
we will never miss. "And as (1 {8 appointed
unto men once to die, but after this the judg-
ment:"(Heb. 9:27) The fact that the Great Day
of Judgment will follow after death brings us
to the second point im cur text verse.

Isaiah was informed by God that Hezekiah was
going to die. Therefore, the only logical
course to follow was to "set <thine house 4n
orden.” In other words, the prophet was
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telling the sick king to prepare for death.
I am sure everybody wants to be properly pre-
pared for "that time". We live in a society

that usually rewards those who are best pre-

pared. Consider the military forces of a
nation at war. The army which has made the
best preparations usually wins. The same goes
for different teams in any sport.

The question we must ask ourselves today 1is,
"Am I prepared for death? Is my house in
order?" The time to prepare 1is before we
actually die because we can do nothing once we
are in the grave. "Whatsoever thy hand find-
eth to do, do it with thy might; fon there L4
no work, nor device, nor knowfedge, nor wis-
dom, in the grave, whither thou goest."(Eccl.

9:10) "For the Living know that they shatl
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither
have they any more a neward; for Tthe memory of
them <is fongotten."(Eccl. 9:5)

Whenever we do die, we will indeed rest with
whatever lot we had at the time. "But go thou
thy way £i€L the end be: for thou shall nest,
and stand in thy Lot at the end of the days.”
(Dan. 12:13) Wnhat is our "lot"™ right now? Is
our "house" really in order? Remember, we
cannot change a single item after death! That
is why Jesus stressed the importance of work=
ing while there were still "daylight hours".
"I must work the works of him that sent me,
whife Lt is day: the night cometh, when no
man can work."(John 9:4)

Too many people want to believe that when a
man dies, he merely goes to sleep and nothing
else happens. So it does not matter how he
lives here on earth because after death, it is:
all over: NO HELL AND NGO HEAVEN! But the
Word of God denounces that theory. Again we
read Heb. 9:27, "And as {t is appointed unito
men once to die, but after this the judgment".
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Further description of what happens after
death is found in Rev. 20:12-13, "And 1 saw
the dead, smalf and great, stand before God;
and the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which {4 the book of ALife: and
the dead were fudged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to thein
works. And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and helf defivered wup
the dead which were in them: and they were
judged every man according o thein works."
These are the works which were performed while
still 1living!! Now do we feel properly pre-
pared for death and the hereafter?

At the Judgment we will either receive spirit-
uval life or eternal damnation (the second
death). But this is not a choice to be made
after we are dead. We decide our own fate
before we die! Please consider reading the
entire 18th chapter of Ezekiel, in particular
we notice verses 21 & 24. "Buf if the wdicked
will turtn from all his sins that he hath com-
mitted, and keep all my statutes, and do that
which 48 Lawful and nright, he shall surely
Live, he shalf not die. Buf when the righi-
eous turneth away §rom his righteousness, and
comnitieth iniquily, and doeth according 2o
all the abominations zthat the wicked man
doeth, shalf he Live? AEL his righteousness
that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in
his trespass that he hath irespassed, and in

his ain that he hath sinned, in them shall he -

die." Evidently, the state of condition in
which we die determines our final destination:
eternal life or second death. How do we stand
right now?

In Genesis 27 we read how - Isaac anticipated
his imminent death and how he began making
‘preparatlons to give his. blessings to Esau.
In effeet, he was setting "his house in
arder". Most of us, however, do not have the
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foresight to see our end nearing. We will not
have the luxury to make preparations at the
last moment. So what better time is there
than now? We could very well die tonight or
tomorrow! "Whereas ye know not what shalf be
on the monnrow. Fon what {5 your Life? 1t s
even a vapour, that appeareth for a Little
time, and then vanisheth away."(Jas. 4:14)
Sadly enough, many people (and church members,
too!) take this thought very lightly. Most of
us are willing to wager that we will live to
see the next day and have another opportunity
to repent of our sins. And most of us would
probably win such a bet. But would you want
to be one of those few who do lose and never
get another chance? Why do we risk our salva-
tion so? "For what is5 a man profdited, {4 he
shall gain the whofe workd, and Lose his oun
soul?"(Matt. 16:26)

"Behold, now 44 the accepted time; behold, now
45 the daq of salvation."(2 Cor. 6:2} If we
knew we were dying today, would we be ready to
go? Have we made the proper preparatlons 50
that we can enter into heaven? "Not every one
that saith unto me, Load, Lond, shatlf enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the wilf of my Fathea which <5 J{in heaven."”
(Matt. 7 21) '

The will of God is that we all repent of our.
sins. "The Lond is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count sfackness; but 44
fongsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
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should perish, but that all should come Zo
nepentance."(2 Pet. 3:9) Next, we must be
baptized, if we have not already done so.
"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Chnist forn the nemission of Ains, and ye shall
necedive the gift of 2the Holy Ghost."(Acts
2:38) Then we must try to live a godly 1life
and confess our faults. "If we confess oun
sins, he is faithfulf and fust to forgive us
our sdins, and to cleanse us grnom all unright-
eousness."(1 John 1:9)

Today, why not "set thine house in ornder; fox
thou shalt die, and not £Live."” If we can
always stay prepared, then we can be like the
apostle Paul and say, "For I am now ready fo
be offered, and the time of my depanifure is at
hand. 1 have {ought a good §ight, 1 have
finished my counse, 1 have kept the {aith:
Henceforth there is faid up for me a crown of
nighteousness, which the Lond, the nighteous
fudge, shaff give me at that day: and not 2o
me only, but unto all them also that fove his
appearding.™(2 Tim. 4:6-8)

It would be wonderful if everyone died pre-
pared to meet our Lord. As John wrote,
"Blessed are the dead which die 4in the Lord
grom hencegorth: Yea, saith the Spinit, that
they may nest 4rom thein Labours; and theirn
works do foflow them."(Rev. 14:13) What kind
of works follow you?

RAY McMANUS
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FROM THE SCRIPTURES ...
PSALM &4

1 How améable are thy tabernactes, 0 Load of
hoats!

2 My soul fongeth, yea, even fainteth for the
courts of the Lord: »my heart and my {Lesh
crdeth out fon the ZLUan God.

3 Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and
the swallow a nest for henself, where she may
Lay her young, even thine altars, O Load of
hosts, my King, and my God.

4 B£e44ed are they that dwelf in thy house:
they will be still praising thee. Selah.
5 Blessed is the man whose strength 45 4in
thee; {n whose heart are the ways of them.
-6 Who passing th&ough the valley of Baca make
it a well; the rain also §illeth the pools.

7 They go from strength o strength, every
one of them in Zion appeaneth before God.

8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer: gdive
ear, 0 God o4 Jacob. Selah

9 Behotd 0 God oun ashield, and Look upon the
flace of th&ne anointed.

1C For a day in thy eourts is better zthan a
thousand. 1 had nather be a dooakeepea in the
house of my God, than to dwelf in the tents of
wickedness. -
11 For the Lord God is a sun and Ah&Qld the
~ Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing
will he withhofd from them that walk up-
rnightly. :

12 0 Lord of hOAIZ blessed 44~the ‘man that
thusteth 4in thee. - : : ‘

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

New light on an old controversy, as A.S.M. in-
Signs of the Tlmes calls our attent10n~- '

BACK TO CREATION

From: the day Darwln s theory of evolutlon
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became generally accepted in scientific cir-
cles as providing answer to all questions
concerning origin of man and things, it has
been customary for so-called "intellectuals"
to heap ridicule on the Bible story of Crea-
tion. Anyone daring to maintain the Bible
record is correct, has been laughed off as an
ignorant, unscientific literalist.

Until recently the very suggestion that the
world might have been created in six 24-hour
days was enough to provoke the confident
evolutionist to ribald mirth. Utterly pre-
posterous! he would exclaim. Doesn't the poor
fellow know every process of development des-
cribed in Genesis as an act of creation must
have occupied millions on millions of years?

There was nothing the creationist could say
but, "I believe the Bible; I believe in the
power of God." Perhaps, too, he would quote
Heb. 11:3, "It is faith that enabfes us to see
that the univense was created at the command
of God, 40 that the worfd we see did not
Adimply arnise out of matten"--(Goodspeed).

But the reply of the evolutionist was: What
is faith? Can faith be pitted against science?

Through the long controversy many Christians
have steadfastly held to their faith in the
Bible and the power of God. They have not
been able to prove, scientifically, correct-
ness of their belief; but they maintained the
creation story in Genesis, being a Divine
revelation, must be secientifically accurate
and that, in God's good time, He would make
this plain. They endured ridicule with pa-
tience, confident they could not be wrong, and
hoping against hope that some day a scientist
would find the truth and have courage to admit
it.

Today the faith of the champions of Creation
is vindicated. In a recent issue of the
highly technical Physical Review, two John
Hopkins physicists, as result of research into
nuclear science, declare their conviction that
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Creation, instead of occupying millions of
years, or even six literal days, could have
been accomplished in three hourst

Quoting from This World, ™Nov. 28,1948, "Dr.
R.A. Alpher and Dr. R. Herman, basing their
figures on the life span of the neutron, the
abundance of certain elements, concluded that
at the moment of explosion (the Bible says:
'Tet there be light') there were no elements,
only separate particles. From that moment,
they decided, it took fram a thousand to ten
thousand seconds for protons, neutrons and
electrons to group themselves into the known-
natural elements. From those elements were
formed earth, sun, stars and galaxies.™

Whether God employed mysterious processes of
nuclear fission when MHe apake and 4t was
done”(Psa. 33:6,9), we shall not know until He
sees fit to reveal the secrets of the uni-
verse; but at least we can take comfort from
the fact that scientists of repute have at
last admitted a sudden creation was not only
possible but probable and, by deduction, that
the long eons of evolution were not only un-
necessary but actually absurd.

v -As a result of this new discovery it would
appear the evolutionists, not creationists,
have been 'unscientific' all along!

And now, with renewed confidence, we may
proclaim God's final message to the world:
"Fear God, and give gfory %o Him; forn The hour
of His fjudgment is come: and woishdip Him that
made heaven, and earth, and the sea and the
fountains of watens"(Rev. 14:7).

[Editor's Note: This article was published in
the American Christian Review on May 1949 and
as a matter of interest, is here reprinted as
it appeared then.]
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