
Nehemiah 13: 19-Eather 1: General Remark. 333 

them ot the punishment that God had 
brought upon their fathers for just 
this kind of Bin. He accused them of 
profam"l1 lhe ~balh, which was done 
by UBtng the .. cred day for worldly 
purposes. 

Verse 19. Gate, . . • began to be 
dark meana that darkness began to 
tall on the gates. A8 soon as Nehe­
miah saw that condItion In the evening 
before the sabbath, he ordered the 
gates closed to remain 80 until after 
the sabbath. AI a precaution against 
any attempt to override the rule and 
bring In the produce. some guards 
were placed. 

Verses 20, 21. It was well that the 
watchmen were Bet at the gates. Some 
commercial meD }JogeTed near them a 
time or two. hoping doubtless to catcb 
an opportunity for trading contrary 
to the regulaUons that had been e.g.. 
tabl1ahed. Nehemiah warned them 
that they would be gtven rough treat· 
ment !t they did not leave. They heeded 
the warDing and came no more on 
the sabbath days. 

Verse 22. The Levites were all el1~ 
gible tor the service about the holy 
city. but ceremonial fitness under the 
law required them to be entirely sepa­
rated trom any common objects or 
practices. Hence they were commanded 
to make the necessary adjustments in 
their condition, that they could serve 
as guards at the gates on the sabbath. 

Verses 23, 24. A reformation of the 
marriage situation bad been carried 
out before th!B (Ezr. 9 and 10). but 
here were Borne who either were over­
looked at that Ume, or bad relapsed 
into the unlawful relationship again. 
And. as ulua1, when the good asso­
ciates with the bad, the latter has the 
greater Influence. The cblldren ot 
these unlawful marriages took up the 
language of the heathen. 

Verse 26. OUrBed them means he 
described. their sinful state to thetr 
tace. He even used physical punls.h­
ment on some of them, Since the 
M.osaic system of government was civH 
as well as religious, it was fitting that 
special otrenders be so punished. 

Verses 26, 27. Nehemiah strength· 
ened his criticism ot their conduct by 
citing the case of Solomon. Even as 
great a man as he " was a1tected by 
evH surroundings through his unlaw­
ful marriages. Outlandi8h Is from 
NOKHI and Strong's definition is, 
"strange, in a variety of degrees and ap­
plications (foreign, Don-relative, adul-

!erous, d!lferent)." In 1 Kl. 11: 1 Solo­
mon Is said to have loved many strange 
(NOKBl) women . .As tar as the infor­
mation goes, all of Solomon's wives 
were from a land outside ot his own 
proper country. The torce ot the word 
may be seen by welting it ··out-land­
ish," 

Verse 28. There was ODe special 
case at unlawful marriages noted by 
Nehemiah. A grandson of the high 
priest had gone 80 tar as to marry a 
daughter ot Sanballat, the man who 
was the enemy ot the work trom the 
first. Chased. Is from BARACH which 
is defined 8S follows: U8 primitive 
root; to bolt, f. e. figuratively to fiee 
suddenly."-Strong. The expression, 
then, means that Nehemiah used some 
kind ot force that caused this man to 
run away 88 In tear. 

Verse 29. Nehemiah was especially 
grieved because the sacred oHlce ot the 
Levitical priesthood had been defiled. 

Verse 30. The holy ofHce was recti­
fied by expelling all strangers, people 
ot foreign blood. and placing the wards 
or charges with tbe proper persons. 

Verse 31. Nehemiah completed the 
reformative work 80 that the service 
could again be pure, He asked to be 
remembered only in proport1o~ to the 
good he had done. 

ESTHER 1 
General remarks: The reader is re­

quested to make the following notation 
in the sixth column ot the chart: 
"Josephus places the history of Esther 
in this reign." It 18 true that most 
secular authors place the story In the 
preceding reign. 1 have accepted the 
word ot Josephus in 'preference to the 
others because of the fact that he was 
an educated Jew, and certainly had 
better opportunity tor understandIng 
such a "subject than the others. And 
especially is that conSideration worth 
much in view ot the fact that he lived 
many centuries ago, when the ma.­
terials for historic writing were more 
plentiful than at a later date. 

Th!e book, Uk. that 0/ Ruth, con­
tains a very interesting story at love 
and intrIgue, that outshines any mere 
human composition. However, that 
was not the main purpose in giving 
us the book. Like the other book men· 
tioned. it was composed to show the 
fulflllment of a very important proph· 
ecy, all of which w1ll be revealed in 
course of the story. We should bear 
in mind that It 18 an inset historically 
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Into the main history OC the Penlan 
Empire. But the moth'e in giving it 
to Us Is to show the ful1lUment ot a 
prediction that God made many cen­
turies before. The circumstances of 
the Urnes brought about the oppor­
tunity for that noted completion of 
God's decree. 

Verse 1. We have already seen in 
many instances that more than one 
man in olden times had the same · 
name. This AhasueruB is not the one 
in Ezra": 6, but one who lived many 
yeare afterward. As shown in the 
chart. he was the man who was called 
Artaxerxes (Longimanus) In secular 
history. He was the one on the Per­
sian throne at the time that Ezra and 
Nebemlah performed their wonderful 
workB. This verse shows him to have 
been a powerful monarch, and beld 
sway over a large territory. 

Verse 2. Shus1wlft.Is sometimes svelJed 
Susa. It was the capital of the Persian 
Empire at the ttme covered by this 
book. 

Verse 3. PfJ'WeT is from a word that 
means strength and influence. The 
phrase means that the princes ana h43 
8et"\JO'nts represented the most power­
ful men In his kIngdom, Persia ana 
Me4i a. The government that was in 
world power at the ttme of our story 
Js known In history as the Medo­
Persian Empire. A quotatlon from 
Smtth's Bible DIcttonary will explaIn 
how the empire with Its hyphened tttle 
originated: "Of all the ancient Orien­
tal monarchies the Median was the 
shortest indUration. It was over­
thrown by the Persians under Cyrus, 
B. c. 658, who captured its king, As­
tyages. The treatment of the Medes 
by the victorious Persians was not 
that of an ordinary conquered nation. 
Medea were appointed to stations of 
high honor under Cyrus and his BUC­

cesaors. The two nattons seem blended 
into one, and we otten find reference 
to this kingdom as that of the 'Medes 
and Persians! Dan. 5: 28; 6: 8, 12, 15." 
From this account we wtll understand 
wby the two parts are in the name of 
the empire. The supremacy ot the 
Persians over the Medes also can be 
understood, and will acoount for tbe 
fact tbat tbe monarchy Is general1y 
referred to simply as the PersIan Em­
pire. When the two names are used 
together, it is because that tn point 
ot date, the Medes were first, and 
hence the order tn Which the two 
parts are used, But the superiority as 
to power and extent was ascribed to 

the Perstans. Not long alter this 
powerful . king came to the throne he 
made the banquet reported. 

Verse 4. The festivities continued 
180 days, during which the proud kIng 
exhibited his riches and other marks 
of glory. It was a season ot pride and 
vanity, for the Persians generally 
were putted up over the dignity of 
thetr authority. 

Verse 5. The long feast recorded in 
the preceding verse was tor the large 
gathering ot notables out ot the vast 
provinces of the king's domatn. Atter­
ward be made another feast for the 
members of his immediate household, 
or close attendants of the palace. In 
this teast no distinction was made be­
tween the classes of attaches of the 
court. The feast was held in the garden 
(fenced court) of the palace and 
lasted 7 days. 

Verse 6. The whole scene was one 
of splendor, and the appointments sug­
gested a week of the most abandoned 
dissipation. The king had p1l1ars of 
marble erected, on which were BUS­
pended luxurious drapes of brt1liant 
hues. These hangings were tled with 
linen cords that were passed through 
rings of silver, As this banquet was 
to last a week, provision was made for 
sleeping by furnishing beds made of 
gold and silver. These beds rested on 
a pavement of black marble, Inlaid 
with materials of red, blUe and white, 
forming a beautiful mosaic surface. 

Verse 7. For many years It was 
thought proper style to have the pieces 
in sets for the table in similar pat­
terns. Later people thought It was an 
advancement to have a variety. but 
the PerSians thought ot that long be­
fore us. The wine was served to the 
'guests at the banquet in vessels, no 
two of whlcb were &like. R01/Gl wine 
in. abundance means there was no 
shorts.ge of the servings because they 
were taken from the klng's own supply. 
His state of fortune was so great that 
the wine was unlimited. 

Verse 8. None did compel. The law 
of the king was that each guest should 
be permitted to "take it or leave it" 
when the wine was ottered. In that 
reBJ)eCt that heathen king manifested 
more decency than modern society 
leaders. At the present time It Is re­
garded highly improper and otrenslve 
when a guest objects to drinking. It 
will be insisted that the guest "have 
a drink with me." 

Ver •• 9. The dignity or the Ceast 
made by the queen differed from that 
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of the king In that no authority was 
represented. But Vashti had the use 
of the royal apartments belonging to 
her husband. As the guests of Ahas­
nerus were men of his household, so 
the queen appropriately served her 
banQ.uet to the women of honored rank. 

Verses 10, 11. After 7 daYB of drink­
ing the king became merry with wine. 
The first Is trom an original word 
with a variety of meanings. The con­
nection here showB it means the king 
was "feeling good" as the SAying otten 
goes when speaking of one who has 
been "imbibing freely," It Is char­
acteristic of intoxIcation that it will 
intensify the coarser sentiments of the 
one Indulging. Under the infl.uence of 
the wine the king stooped to make a 
most disgraceful attempt upon his 
wife. He ordered her to come Into the 
presence of his royal male guests to 
show her beauty. Sbe Is described in 
the text as being fair to look on. The 
key to the phrase Is the third word. 
It Is from an original that Strong de­
fines, "a view (the act of seeing); also 
an appearance (the thing seen), 
whether (real) a shape (especially if 
handsome comeliness; orten plural the 
looks) or (mental) a vision." It Is 
easy to see in this definition that 
Vashti bad a figure that was attractive, 
and one tbat would especially make 
an appeal to the oppesite sex. There 
is a footnote in Josephus, taken from 
the writings of a Chaldean. This note 
states that Ahasuerus Intended to 
show his wife to his male guests un­
clothed. This note is evidently eorrect, 
for the Inspired writer tells us that 
she was fair to look on. That means 
ahe had a body that would attract 
the eye at a man. And it Is said In 
direct connection wltb the other state­
ment, that Ahasuerus waoted to show 
her beauty, for she was fair to look on. 

. Verse 12. Vashti refused to come at 
the kiog's commandment. Considering 
the purpose of the king, we can only 
honor her for her refusal to submit to 
the indignity. It was not an entirely 
unusual thing for a Persian ruler to 
call tor hi. wlte (Ch. 4: 10, 11). 80 
Vashti had no reason to refuse to come 
at the mere fact that the king bad 
called for her. Her refusal must there­
tore have been because she knew the 
purpose at the king in making the call. 
Every law of decency and self-respect 
would justify her action, and condemn 
the brutal and criminal attempt of the 
inhuman king. We would expect such 
a speeimen of human .Gesh to become 

angry at the action of Vashti. He had 
been "stung" by his wife, the person 
whom be doubtless considered bjs per­
soul property. Besides, it had been 
done to the knowledge of his royal 
guests, who evidently had been led to 
expect being gratified in their .Gendish 
desire for immoral entertainment at 
the expense ot this beautiful woman's 
honor and modesty. 

Verses 13-15. Something must be 
done. the king thought, to cover the 
shame that had been heaped upon him 
by the disobedience ot his wife. It was 
his practice to consult his men which 
knew the times. That means men 
among the sages who were Bupposed 
to gi ve good counsel on the atra1rs of 
state. They were to advise what the 
law would authorize to be done to a 
queen who refused to obey her king. 

Verses 16-18. Memucan was spokes­
man tor the 7 wise men. He told the 
king that the action ot Vashti had 
wronged him. But it would not Btop 
there, for the report would reaeh the 
ears of the women of Persia and Media, 
and allover the country. When they 
would hear of the action of Vashti, 
and 1! she were allowed to "get by" 
with it, they would be encouraged to 
de8pise (belittle) their own husbands. 
If a queen can act thus against the 
king, then surely no other woman 
need obey her husband. 

Verse 19. The whole proposition may 
be eonsidered as a "face-saving" ges­
ture. There would really be no need 
for a royal commandment that the 
queen come no more before the king. 
Under the rules already In foree (Ch. 
4: 10, 11), all that would have been 
necessary would be not to call tor her. 
The actlon therefore was to create an 
appearanee of authority over the queen. 
Give her royal estate unto onother 
meant to demote her so that she would 
feel the hUmiliation as a penalty. 
Moreover, the decree was to be incor· 
porated into the regular laws of the 
Persians and Medes. The object of 
that was to be sure that neither the 
king nor anyone else could revoke it. 
There was a foolish notion among 
those people that man could make a 
law that was 80 completely right that 
it could not be improved. If this de­
cree of the king became a part of the 
regular statutes, the fate of Vashti's 
hOllor would be fixed. That is the sig­
nificance of the words that it be not 
altered. 

Verse 20. The preceding verse re­
vealed the motive at the progosed de-
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cree as it would affect the king and 
queen directly. This ODe shows the 
other motive to have been concerned 
over the dignity ot the men In general 
throughout the empire. When the 
decree became a part ot the unchange­
able law, it was then to be published 
to all the citizens. Such a serious 
action would certainly have a pr()o 
found effect on all the wives with re­
gard to their own husbands. Fearing 
a Bimllar treatment for themselves. 
they would be induced to yIeld obedi­
ence to their lords. 

Verses 21, 22. The king was pleased 
with the suggestion of Memucan. He 
doubtless was still smarting under the 
injury to his pride, and was in a mind 
to do anything that would seem to be 
in the nature of revenge. He later 
would have recalled the vieious edict 
had he the power to do so. But he 
sent letters into all the provinces of 
his mighty empire. They included so 
much territory that not all the people 
spoke the same language. The decree 
was therefore translated into the 
speech of each province. We have no 
information on the enect It had on the 
various people, when they received the 
hasty action of the haughty monarch. 
But the publishing of 1t was evidently 
a solace to the wounded pride of the 
king, and also must have given Borne 
satisfaction to the princes who had. 
become uneasy over their own au­
thority. 

ESTHER 2 
Verse 1. He remembere<t Vashti. 

This could not refer merely to an act 
of the memory, for the king would not 
forget his wife in that sense. And what 
she had done should be connected in 
thought with the other italicized words. 
Motratt's translation which helps to 
clarity this place 18 as follows: "He 
recalled what Vashti bad done and 
the edict against her." I will also 
quote Josephus on this incident: "But 
the king having been fond of her, he 
did not well bear a separation, and yet 
by the law he could Dot admit of a 
reconciliation, so be was under trouble, 
a8 not having it in his power to do 
what he desired. to do." The thing 
that distressed the king most was the 
thought that his fteshly desires had 
been cut oiT from gratification by his 
rash edict. This conclusion is sup­
ported by what follows in the text im­
mediately after the statement about 
bis remembering ber. The servants 
made their suggestion about the vir­
gIns in direct connection with, and as 

a ""luUon tor, the distress ot the king. 
This proves the statement that his 
worry was over his disappointment at 
not being able to expect the gratifica­
tion of his desires of the flesh. 

Verse 2. We all would know that a 
purely sentimental love tor his wite 
would not be satisfied by merely find­
ing the virgins. But the senants knew 
the character of the king, and con­
cluded that he would be appeased by 
the prospect of lustful Indulgence. The 
virgins of the realm were to be sacri­
ficed to his desires. 

Verse 3 • .AU the fair young virgin.! 
were to be gathered, not just lome one 
to take the place of Vashti. The pur­
pose of getting so many w1ll appear 
SOOD. The word fair is from an origi­
nal that means "a shapely and beauti­
ful form of body." These girls were 
to be collected, as so many cattle, by 
omcera appointed and authorized to 
take possession of them and take them 
from theIr homes. They were then to 
be turned over to H ege, spelled also 
Hegal. He is called a chamberlain in 
the text, but the word meaIl8 a eunuch. 
supposed to be just the right kind of 
person to be entrusted with a group 
of young virgins being kept for the 
use of the king. They were to be taken 
to the capital city where the palace 
was located and placed in the house 01 
the "WOmen, which was about the MlDe 
as a barem. Things lor purij!cat; ... 

. w!\l be noticed In V. 12. 
Verse 4. Pleaseth the ki.ng. The first 

word Is formed from two Hebrew 
originals, the first of wh1ch means 
"beautiful," and the second means 
"eye." So the phrase means that the 
girl having a body that looked beauti­
ful to the eye ot the king was to be 
put in the place of Vashti. The propo­
sition was favorable to Artaxerxes 
(secular name for .Ahaaueru,). and he 
ordered It to be carried out. It wlll 
not be forgotten that God had a hand 
in this transaction as a whole, whose 
purpose will he seen near the close of 
this book. When the Lord has some­
thing special to be accomplished that 
requires the services of a Dot too vir­
tuous man, he always finds the man 
already having the quaUftcationa and 
therefore does not Induce any man to 
become 80mething he had not been 
belore. But all these consideraUoDB .do 
not jusUfy the moUves such a man dia­
clases. I believe It w1l1 be well to 
make lurther reference to Josephus. 
and get hi. picture ot thl. lustful king, 
and his shameful treatment of the 
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girls: f'And when the eunuch thought 
the virgIns had been 8umciently puri­
fied, In the forementtoned manner. and 
were now flt to go to the klng's bed, 
he sent one to be with the k1ng every 
day. So when be bad accompanied 
with her [had Jntimate relations]. be 
Bent her back to the eunuch." The 
quotations In this and the :U.rst para­
graph ot this chapter arB from Jose­
phus, Antiqult1es, Book II, Chapter 6,. 
Section 2. 

Verse 6. Tribal relatioDs were re­
garded very highly In ancient times. 
hence the pains taken in this and many 
other instances to trace them out. 

Verse 6. The reader has previously 
learned that the Babylonian captivity 
was accomplished In 3 divIsions or 
sections. That waa while studying 2 
Ki. 24 and 26. The 2nd one was in 
the days ot Jecontah. otherwise spelled 
Jehoiachln. At that time Mordecai was 
taken to Babylon, together with "&11 
the princes, and all the mighty men 
of valor" (2 KI. 26: H) . Ezekiel was 
another one of these mighty men. 

Verse 7. BroU{Tht up means he Dour· 
Ished or reared the girl who was his 
cousin, her parents having died when 
she was young. Of course she would 
be in the same situation with Mor· 
decal as to the captivity, hence we find 
bel' In Persia witb bim. Fair and. 
beautifUl. The first is from two origi· 
nals. the one meaning "beautiful" and 
the other meaning, "outline, 1. e. figure 
or appearance!'-Strong. The last of 
the ttal1ciZed words is practically the 
same in meaning 8S the first. and was 
used by the wrlter evidently for em· 
phasls. The phrase means to describe 
a girl with a beautiful form, one to 
please the eye at a man like the king. 
We are not to suppose that Esther had 
no other qualities than those of her 
body. The story wUl show her to have 
been a modest. sweet. truthful, re­
specttul girl, and genuinely unselfish. 
But those were not the traits that 
caused her to be chosen by the omcer, 
for he did riot know about them, 
nelthe. dId tbe kIng upon hIs first 
relations with ber. 

Verse 8. To the "outside world" it 
would seem aa a matter·of..courBB event 
that Esther would be included in this 
group, since sbe possessed all of the 
general characteristics of body that 
had been stipulated. God's purpose In 
all this story was to get her into the 
intimacy of the king, and it was done 
by the drag·llet method employed. Had 
that plan not been used, then BOrne 

specIal one would bave been necessary. 
But that would have roused the su&­
plcions of the king and all the others 
concerned. and tbe intentions of the 
Lord would have been hindered If not 
prevented. 

Verse 9. Mai4en .pleaae4 him. means 
she pleased Hepl (Hege). 01 course 
it means she pleased him from the 
standpoint 01 the kInd 01 girl tbat 
would likely please the king. Gave her 
things !or purification.. The omcers 
sent out through the empire were to 
make a collection of all the eligible 
girls. That was a general and exten· 
sive work. Had they brought In some 
one who did not ·'pass Insvection" 
under the eye of Hege, she would have 
been deferred at least for further ex~ 
aminatlon. Obtained kindness means 
she was favored by him, by being given 
the necessary things tor the season of 
purlllcatlon (V. 12). Such tM"D' as 
belonged to her Is merely a fulIer 
statement than the one just before it. 
In other words, the eunuch was so 
well satls1led that Esther would rank 
high In the eyes 01 the kIng that he 
showed her great favor. Be pre/eN'ed 
her by giving her a special apartment 
In the house of the women. Maidens 
associated with women ot distinctton 
was a common practice in Biblical 
times. (Gen. 16: 1; 29: 24. 29; Ex. 2: 
5; 2 KI. 5: 2; Prov. 31: 15.) 

Verse 10. Esther dfd not know any 
reason for not tell1ng her relatives 
about her situation. She was merely 
doing what her cousin, who was older 
than she and who was her guardian, 
had told her to do. Neither do we 
know what Mordecai had in mind, un~ 
less he was being influenced by a Higher 
Power. The whole plan needed to be 
carried out wisely or it might taU. 

Verse 11. Mordecai had a parent· 
like tntere6,t In Esther, having cared 
for her from her young childhood. 
Tbere could have been nothing but the 
most afl'ectionate nearness between 
tbem. He knew o! the edIct 01 the 
king, followed by the proposition of 
the servants. He also W8.8 aware that 
his precious cousin, who was also his 
ward, had been taken Into the houae 
of women, as a pQ88lb1e though in· 
voluntary candidate for the klng'a bed. 
It she were sent out of this house on 
that mission, what might be her lot 
after he is through with her. No won~ 
der, then, that MorcteC(J.i 'IlXJlked. every 
day before the court o! the women.. 

Verse 12. There was nothing super· 
natura) · in· this purification process. It 
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was much In Une with modern prac­
tices with perfumes and variOUB kinds 
of "make-.up" and application of cos. 
melles. The main dttrerence was in 
the greater length of time used and 
the attention to formal1ty observed. 
These girls were beIng prepared to 
spend a night with the king of Persia. 
It was possible tor any given one of 
them to be chosen to succeed the de­
posed Vashti who had been exned 
from the throne and bed of the king. 
Since the choice was to be made on 
the basts of bodtty attraction, it was 
thought necessary to make every effort 
to please. By a l1beral use of per­
fumes and otber cosmetics the aroma 
of the body would gratify the olfactory 
sense of the king, the form of her body 
would please bls eye, and both quali­
ties would intensity the pleasure of 
another sense. that of touch or feeling. 
Every girl was required to spend one 
year In thts preparation of her body 
before being called upon to go to the 
king. 

Verse 13. The girls were to await 
their turns for going in to the klng"s 
private apartment. There Is no definite 
information 8S to the tblngs a girl 
desired to be given her to take Into 
the bedroom of the king. Doubtleee It 
referred to some of the little niceties 
tbat any girl might think would add 
to her personal charm. 

Verse 14. Each girl spent a night 
with the king. In the morning she did 
not return to the Muse 01 the women 
from where she came, for her relation 
to the king had been changed. Having 
bad inUmate relations with him she 
was no longer a. virgin and hence 
could Dot properly rejoin the other 
girls. But she was sent Into the cus­
tody of a dltrerent eunuch. the ODe 
who kept the concubines. That word 
did not mean what It does today. The 
only practical difference between that 
and a wife was in regard to property 
rights. In those ancient times when 
plurality at wives was tolerated even 
among the Jews. there was no moral 
objection against a eoncublne. A sig· 
nlficant thought here Is that the girl 
was classed among the concubines after 
having Intimate relations with the 
king. That was the only basis of 
marriage given by the Lord in the 
beginning. See Gen. 2: 24; Matt. 19: 
5. After this one night's experience 
the girl was classed as a concubine 
only, and did not again come into the 
klng's presence unless he called for 
her. That would mean that her night's 

association with him would not entitle 
her to any of the legal rights of prop­
erty or royal dignity. 

Verse 15. Esther left It to the Judg· 
ment of the eunuch as to what things 
to take wIth ber to tbe klng's apart­
ment. She tared 88 welt as the ones 
who may bave made special requests 
along that Une. in the eyes of the 
observers. In tact. a womanly spirit 
and modest behaviOUr are the best 
ornaments a woman can have. (1 Pc. 
3: 4.) 

Verse 16. Esther was In Persia, but 
the writer used the Jewish calendar. 
She was taken into the king's house 
In the 10th month. named Tebeth. 
Ahasuerus had been reigning 7 years, 
and hence the selection of a woman 
to take the place at the deposed Vashti 
was tn the same year that Ezra began 
his work (Ezra 7: 17). 

Verse 17. Loved is from ARAB and 
Strong detlnes it, "a primitive root: 
to have affection for (sexually or 
otherwise)." Allot the connecting cir· 
~umstances show that the ktng's love 
for Esther included both parts of tbe 
definItion at the word. Her form of 
body and other phytseal qualltles would 
respond to his sexual demands, _ and 
her sweetness of spirit would eer· 
talnty arouse tn him the deepest of 
atrectlon. And so a girl at exquisite 
attractions In body and temperament 
was the agency used by the Lord to 
bring about the fulfillment of a great 
prediction. The following parts of the 
story will show that the king was com­
pletely charmed by hi. lo~ for thl. 
malden. He at once placed her in the 
honored pOSition of queen of the realm 
and the 801e object ot his love. Such 
a situation W8.8 pertectly adapted to 
the great scheme in the mind ot God, 
and proves the supreme wisdom in all 
of his performances. 

Verse 18. The king was so happy 
over the finding at a companion for 
him In his 11fe's relations that he made 
a great teast In ber honor and named 
It for her. kele<J4e means rest, and the 
king granted a general hol1day through· 
out the provinces in respect tor this 
new wife. It was a custom to make 
gifts to triends on occasions ot joy and 
gratitude. (Neh. 8: 10.) According to 
the sta.te means the gifts were propor­
tionate to the atate ("means") of 
the king. 

Verses 19, 20. The lecond time reo 
fers to another collection of girls. 
Josephus 8&ya the number of damsels 
brought together 8DaJly amounted to 
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.f00. Mordecai evidently did Dot know 
Just what was going on "inside," and 
al\ the whlle, he was sitting at the 
ga te. He had charged Esther not to 
tell any ot her people what was going 
on. Tbe record states that she re. 
spec ted his requests as she always bad 
trom her chlldhood. What a wonder· 
tnl character she must have been. And 
these circumstances did DOt put her 
In tbe light of disobedience to her bus­
band, for the thing that Mordecai 
asked ber to do bad nothing to do 
with the klng's bUsiness. 

Verses 21. 22. In the plot of a great 
story there will be items dropped in 
the Course ot' the narrattve that 
may seem not to have any bearing on 
the main subject. Then later, as the 
writer begins to take up these "loose 
ends" it can be seen that they were 
even Bome vital parte ot !be story. 
Such win be found to be 80 with re­
gard to tbis paragraph, 80 note it well. 
The apparently casual presence at this 
gate gave Mordecai an opportunity to 
overhear a conversation between two 
ot the gatekeepers. They were plotting 
to do violence to the king. He wished 
to bave it made known to the royal 
husband ot his cousin. No one would 
belteve him but Esther, 80 he told her 
Bnd she told the king. Aetiog on the 
intormatIon, the king ordered inquiry 
to' be made. The conspiracy was dis­
covered and the men were hanged. As 
this was an important event it was 
recorded in the ofllclal chronicles ot 
the realm. The matter was given no 
attentJoD turther at the time, but it 
w1l1 come up again. 

ESTHER 3 
Verse 1. Alter th.e.te thing, meaos 

after the events at the close ot the 
preceding chapter. We have no in­
formation as to why Haman waa given 
the promotion mentioned. However. 
slnce It was a part ot the plan being 
ueed tor the fulfillment of a great pre­
diction. we may juetly conclude that 
the Lord had a hand In It. The fact 
that Is the most slgnlllcant I. that ho 
was an Agagite. This Is from AOAOIY 
wbJch Strong defines, "an Agagtte or 
descendant (subject) of Agog.· Next, 
If Agag" Is de.ftned by Strong, "flame, 
a tJUe of AmalektUsh king •. " Now 
read 1 Sam. 15: 1·9, then Ex. 17:8·16 
and you w111 begin to see "daylight" in 
connection with one of the most in­
teresting and important dramas in 
history. The hand of God wtll be seen 
throughout. 

Verse 2. BO'Wed. and reverenced are 
practically the same. The first reters 
specifically to the act of bending the 
knees, the second is a comment on the 
first. meaning that in bending the 
knees they meant to reverence him. 
The king bad commanded tbe servants 
to show this attitude toward Haman 
in recognition of bls recent promotion. 
Mordecai refused to pay the required 
homage. It was not trom the motive 
ot dl80bedience to the king. for be 
had already shown much regard for 
hIm. Neither could we think of It as 
being from jealousy. tor all of his con­
duct before and after this event showed 
him to bave been a very humble man. 
The explanation will appear In the 
following verses. 

Verse 3, 4. The servants naturally 
observed the actions of Mordecai. The 
only oolnt that Impressed tbem was 
the fact that the king had been dis­
obeyed. They asked him why he had 
disobeyed the commandment of the 
king, and his answer was what aroused 
their curiosity as to the outcome. The 
last phrase begins with for and ends 
with Jew. Now we know wby he re­
fused to bow to Haman: It was be­
cause he (Mordecai) waa a Jew. In 
connection with that we must rernam. 
ber that Haman was a descendant of 
the Amalekltes who were confirmed 
enemies ot the Jews. There was even 
a standing declaration of war between 
the Jews and the AmalekJtes since 
Ex. 17: 14-16. and Mordecai evidently 
knew about It. To bow to Haman 
would be like a citizen of one country 
paying homage to one of another coun­
try that was In a state of hostility. 

Verse 5. Disappointed pride Is one 
of the most active motives for evil. 
It goaded Haman Into plotting two 
terrible schemes for revenge. 

Verse 6. When Haman's attention 
was called to the attitude of Mordecai, 
he inquired about him and learned of 
his nationaltty. He then r ecognized 
bim as one of some people scattered 
all through the provinces of the em­
pire. His feeling of importance was 
so great that he thought he should 
have an extraordinary revenge to sat· 
Isfy his wounded dignity. But It would 
not amount to much If only this one 
lone man were put down. He there­
tore conceived the horrible plot to have 
all the Jews slain. 

Verse 7. Having concluded on the 
fiendish plan for wholesale destruc­
tton of the Jews. be resorted to a 
superstitton In settling on the day 
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to select tor the mass murder. Pur 
means "lot," and be began in the 
:tirst month to cast lots. This was 
done dally until the decision was 
indicated In some way by the s1gn 
that was connected with the 8Uperstl· 
tlous practice. The lot feU on the 13th 
day of the tweltth month. Tbat would 
give him. plenty of time to prepare for 
the terrible event. Such preparation 
would include the edict of the king 
and Its general proclamation through­
out the provinces. Perhaps It would 
not have required all of that time for 
the plot of Haman, but the activities 
on the other side to counteract his 
wicked design would take 80me time 
also. This fact Indicates that God took 
a hand In the lot when Haman re­
Borted to it. and caused It to fallon 
that distant date in order to give his 
people opportunity for carrying ont 
their role In this great drama. We 
know that God did use bis enemies 
even to accomplish his wtll. He used 
Pharaoh (Ex. 9: 16), Balaam (Num. 
24: 1) and the woman of Endor (1 
Sam. 28). We are told also that he 
sometimes used. the lot for dispOSing 
of questions. (Prov. 16: 33.) 

Verse 8. There i. a certa ... p<oJlfe. 
This was as definite as Haman would 
make bis accusation. He might have 
known the nationaUty of the queen, 
~nd If 80. be would not dare risk the 
results of indirect threat to her life. 
At any rate, be felt that he would se­
cure the klng's authority for his scheme 
were he kept In the dark about the 
whole truth. He contented himself with 
general but unfavorable reports about 
the conduct ot tbis certain peoPle. A 
part or his statement of their history 
was true, but did not show any dis­
advantage to the business of Ahas· 
uerus. But one of hIs accusations was 
without foundation, for tbe history of 
the case shows the Jews to have been 
obedient to the laws of the realm. 

Verse 9. Haman then asked for a 
decree trom the king, authorizing the 
destruction of this certain people. Such 
a task would require the s8"ice of 
many men and they would need finan­
cial support for their time and labor. 
Haman agreed to furnish this out of 
his private funds. To bf'inD it into the 
king's treaaurie, meant he would at 
once place this amount tn the royal 
treasury, to be used In paying the 
servants for their time and activities 
in executing the decree. 

Verse 10. The ring was used as a 
symbol of · authority. Smith's Bible 

Dictionary says this about it: "The 
ring was regarded as an indispensable 
arUcle of a Hebrew'lI atUre, inasmuch 
as it contained bts signet. It was hence 
a symbol of authority." The king ex­
pressed. his approval of Haman's pro­
posal by giving him his royal ring. 

Verse 11. The diver if given. to thee 
was the klng's way of teJling Haman 
to keep his money. but that he was 
authorized to carry out his patriotic 
purpose of destroying the enemies of 
the kingdom. Certainly. such a laud­
able service should be paid for out of 
the funds of the nation that would be 
benefited thereby. 

Verse 12. Having consented to the 
request of Haman, preparations were 
made to publish the edict. The work 
was to be done In a formal manner, 
and tor that purpose the klngts seribes 
or secretaries were called to "take dic­
tation." The work was done on the 
13th day of the first month, and was 
to be executed or completed the same 
day of the twelfth month. Lieutenant", 
goverlWf"s ,- ruler,. These were the 
varloU8 men that represented the klng"s 
authorIty In the provinces throughout 
the vast empire. They dUfered slightly 
In rank aecordlng as the importance 
of their individual charges differed. 
AccorcUfl{I to the worittnil thereof mesns 
that the edict W88 written in the lan­
guages of the different people of the 
several provinces. The genuineness of 
the letters was made sure by being 
sealed with the king', rinD. I will 
quote a little more about the ring from 
Smith's Bible DIctionary: "We may 
conclude from Ex. 28: 11 that the rings 
contained a stone engraven with a 
device or with the owner's name. The 
ring was ulled as ' a stamp to impress 
the name ot Ahaeuerus on the docu­
ments. 

Verse 13. A 'Post is defined in the 
lexicon &8 a runner j today he is called 
a postman. The terrible edict was so 
worded that the complete destruction 
of the Jewlsb race was to be accom­
plished. &.8 far lUI it existed in tbe 
realm of PerSia. 

Verse U. The official document was 
Bent out 11 montha berore the time of 
execution. The reason for the general 
scattering of the edtct was that they 
should be ready by the time the day 
came for the carrying out of the Blay~ 
Ing and plllage. 

Verse 15. The post, or runners were 
urged to pubUab the information as 
swiftly a. pos.lble. Atter they had 
been lIent on their mission the king 
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and Haman &at down to drlnll:. We 
may be BUfe these two men had dIffer­
ent moUves for engaging In a round of 
Imbibing. The king thought he wae 
celebrating a fortunate escape from 
Bome national disaster at the hands of 
a gang of evil men. Haman thought 
he was regaling himself over a fiend· 
ish revenge tor bis wounded prIde. 
There must have been someth1ng un· 
usual in the whole proceeding, tor the 
people of the capital city were per­
plexed. They could not have been 
aware of any visible reason for the 
barsh decree. In all of the years that 
the J ewa bad been interspersed 
throughout the empire, there bad been 
no indication of trouble from them. 
Now to know of sueh a sudden and 
drastie decree W8.8 very confusing. Of 
course, the reader wUl not torget that 
the king was wholly unaware of tbe 
Identity o! the people against whom 
he had signed the edlot. 

ESTHER 4 
' Ve"fse 1. The decree was known to 

Mordecai since it was made so public. 
It caused him to go tnto a pertod of 
mourning. Backcloth. and ashe8 were 
put on and about the body on about 
the same principle on which people 
once wore dark crepe &fter the death 
of a near relative. Rending the gar­
ment was done also as a sign of grief 
and anxiety. Mordecai displayed his 
forma of mourning througb the central 
porUons of the city. accompanying the 
material demonstrations with bitter 
outcries. 

Verse 2. There were restrictions 
against going In.lde the king'. gate 
wbUe wearing mourning. Mordecai 
went 88 far as be could; he came be­
lore the gate. 

Verse 3. The mourning became gen· 
eral because the Jews were sCAttered 
throughout the empire. Some went to 
the extent of lying prostrate with their 
bodiel covered with sackcloth and asbes 
scattered over them. 

Verse 4. Esther had the service both 
of maids and eunuchs or chamberlains. 
They laW the condition of Mordecai 
and told her ahuut IL She· did not 
know the reason for his strange ~ 
havtour. and BOught to have hiB mourn­
ing attire removed and replaced with 
raiment. He refused the raiment and 
we are aware of his reason for it. 

Ver,ses 5, 6. Upon the refusal of 
14'ordeeai to accept the raiment lent 
to him by Esther, she realized that 
something very extraordinary was go-. 

lng on. ·The king had placed at her 
service one of his own eunuchs. She 
commanded him to inquire 88 to the 
reason for Mordecai's actions. 

Verse 7. The refusal of Mordecai to 
use the clothing that Esther otrered 
him was not from a spirit of ingrati­
tude or sullenness. When her special 
serv811t asked for an explanation. Mar· 
decal gave the JntormaUon without 
evasion. He had learned even of the 
demn about the money that Haman 
promised to furnish to be applied on 
the expenses of having the Jews de­
stroyed. 

Verses 8, 9. There seems not to have 
been any attempt to conceal the plan 
for the destruction of the Jews, for 
Mordecai was able to furnish the ser­
vant of Esther a copy of the royal 
decree. Upon the strength of the order, 
Mordecai sent a request to her to (Jo 
in _0 the king to mak. IUPPlicalioo 
for her people. Thta was the firet in· 
formatton that Esther had of the ter­
rible decree of the king. Whlle she 
knew it was a royal document. she 
knew also that Haman was the insti­
gator of it. However unjust it might 
be, she telt sure that the king was in 
the dark as to the undercurrent flow· 
ing from the wickedness of this man. 
She also knew of the law of thQ court, 
that no one of any rank dared come 
into the court uninvited by the ktng. 
She accordingly sent the information 
to Mordecai stated in the next para­
graph. ! .i 

Verses 10-12. The harsh rule was to 
the eUeet that the inner court of the 
king was to be avoided by all men and 
women. No one dared venture therein 
uninvited, and it one disregarded the 
rule be was liable to sutrer death. The 
only chance for escape lay in the 
graciousness of the king. Should he 
be pleased. to suspend the rule in any 
given instance, he indicated it by ex­
tending toward that person his golden 
scepter. That was a rod or baton held 
in the hand of a monarch that denoted 
his authority. Esther stated this law 
in her reIlly to Mordecai, then told 
him that she had not been Invited to 
come to the king for 30 days. We do 
not have any information as to why 
the king had not called !or his beloved 
wife for 80 long a time. However. the 
fact that such a long period had passed 
thus might have been an indication 
that some unusual condition existed 
in which perhall8 the king would not 
wish to be disturbed. If that were the 
ease then it would be especially dan-
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gerous to intrude; this information 
was given to Mordecai by Esther. 

Ver:ee 13. Mordecai may have mis­
judged Esther. No ODe could know 
what she expected to experience 
through her relationship to the king. 
But Mordecai thought her refusal to 
grant bis request was because ot her 
confidence In that relationship, and the 
securlty she thought it would give her. 
He warned her not to depend on that 
feeling ot security; that being in the 
king's house would not make her any 
safer than the other Jews when the 
edict of the k1ng was ready to be put 
into effect. 

Verse 14. Enlargement means liter­
ally room or space. which would mean 
that proviSion was made tor escape 
from the destruct10n Intended by the 
decree. Mordecai meant to express his 
faith tn the providence of God, and 
the refusal or Esther to cooperate in 
the effort to avoid the destrUction 
would not prevent the deltverance 
coming from some other source. Who 
knoweth. whether t1to1L art come to the 
kingaom tor BUch a time as thi" This 
means the same as It Mordecai bad 
said: "Who knowB but that thou wert 
brought to the kingdom at this time 
tor the very purpose at bringing about 
the deliverance of thy people?" We 
are sure that his question WaB timely, 
and that God had indeed caused the 
procedure of selecting Esther as the 
queen. 

Verses 15, 16. Fasting was not gen­
erally commanded by the law at Moses, 
but it was encouraged and blessed by 
the Lord. It was resorted to in times 
at great dIstress or anxiety. See 1 
Sam. 31: 13; 2 Sam. 12: 21; Ezra. 8: 
21; Judg. 20: 26; 1 Chr. 10: 12. Esther 
had great confidence in the mercy of 
God. She also had much respect for 
Mordecai, and doubtless beUeved his 
plans were just. All of these considera­
Uons outweighed, In her mind, the law 
ot her husband. Not according to the 
law was uttered to indicate that she 
had full realization of the seriousness 
of the thing she was about to perform. 
But it would be at the request of her 
beloved cousin, and atter humble devo­
tions to God. If. atter Bueh considera­
tions. she took the risk of breaking 
the law, and "worst came to worst," 
all that could possibly come to her 
would be that sbe perish. In other 
words, tt the request of Mordecai should 
have the effect he expected, the risk 
she would run would be more than 
justl!led. On the other hand, If the 

plan of Mordecai did Dot work. it could 
not make matters any worse than they 
would have been anyway, for she could 
only verlsh. With this spirit ot loving 
resignation to whatever might be In 
etore for her, she Bent word to Mor­
decai of her decision. 

Verse 17. Mordecai was cooperative 
also, and did as Esther bade blm do 
In preparation tor the great venture 
into the klng's presence. 

ESTHER 5 
Verse 1. TAira day means the last 

day ot the period at fasting that Esther 
had ordered. Laying aside whatever 
clothing she might have been wearing 
appropriate for the tast. she put on 
her royal garments. That was in due 
respect tor the king Into whose pres­
ence she was about to venture un­
invited. The king was seated on his 
throne in the royal houBe. This Is dis­
tinguished from the king's house. That 
Is because the palaces In ancient times 
were not always referred to in the 
same sense. Sometimes a king would 
maintain a house as his personal resi­
dence separate from the building he 
occupied as a king. Abasuerus did this, 
Hnd had his throne tn the royal bouse 
which was near his personal residence. 

Verse 2. The king saw Esther stand­
ing in the court. She had not been 
invited on that day, nor had she been 
called tor 30 days. Her presence was 
a clear case of intrusion Into the ex­
clusive vicinity of the monarch of the 
great Persian Empire. By that act she 
exposed herself to the possibility of 
a sentence at death. Even though she 
was the queen, there was no provIsion 
made in the law for any personal ex­
ceptions. The only thing that could 
save her was the mercy of the king. 
Esther could justly have been thinking 
ot the close attachment that existed 
between the king and herself. for a 
man wlth the emotional sentiments ot 
Ahasuerus would doubtle88 have made 
them known to her in their previous 
intimate relations as husband and 
wife. But would even all that save 
her as she stood in the august presence 
ot the great king wboae estabJlsbed 
law she had violated! What a momen­
tous crisis that was, both for Esther 
personally and for the Jewish people! 
It is significant to read that wh.oo the 
k ing BOW Est1l.er the queen . . . • he 
obtainett favor in 11."" 8ight. As a cold, 
logical fact. we would know that it 
would be only after seetng her that he 
would bave any occasion to act upon 
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the situation. But the writer made 
the statement as emphasis on the 
power or her very appearance In his 
sight. The establiehed signal of favor 
was displayed by extending toward 
Esther the golden scepter. With our 
mind's eye we caD see her as sbe 
modestly and respectfully approached 
toward the throne. coming just near 
enough to touch the top of the scepter. 
a gesture In recognition of his Supreme 
authority. 

Verse 3. The king was completely 
charmed by the influence of Esther's 
presence. She bad been bis choice 
among the group of maidens of the 
realm who had been placed at his com­
mand. She was accepted because of 
his love tor bel'. and that attachment 
was so strong that It overcame the 
tact that she bad violated a fixed rule 
of the court. It went 80 tar as to in­
duce the kIng to commit himself to her 
wishes before be had the slightest Idea 
of her purposes. He not only recognized 
her as the queen, but added the affec­
tionate expressIon of her personal 
name, Queen EIther. When he told 
her she could have anything she 
wished, even to the half ot the king­
dom, he gave evidence of ber complete 
influence over him. And this gives us 
further proof that God understood. just 
what kind of person to bring into the 
plan predicted and set on foot at the 
battle of Rephtdtm. (Ex. 17: 8-16.) 

Verse 4. The king offered half of his 
kingdom to Esther If she desired it. 
Instead of that, she merely wished 
that he and Haman accept an Invita­
tion to a banquet that she had pre­
pared. It Is true that it would be a 
great bonor to have a king of the 
Persian Empire, accompanied by his 
recently-promoted prtm~e, attend a ban­
quet In the home of the queen. How­
ever, that was apparently Buch a small 
favor compared wIth the one she could 
have received, that we are bound to 
be nned with surprise. That ls, we 
would be entirely J)erplexed over It 
were we not already aware that a great 
drama was "now showing," in which 
the fate of God's people and the ful­
fillment of a divine prediction were at 
stake. We may be assured that God 
was taking a hand in the affair and 
directing Esther, the wisdom ot which 
will become evident later on. 

Verse 5. The request of Esther 
needed to be authorized by the king 
regarding Haman.. He was therefore 
caBed to prepare to attend the banquet, 
which he did with readIness, It being 

an unusual honor thus bestowed upon 
him. A banquet was a feast In which 
wine was used in large quantities. The 
word Is used in connecUon with this 
feast in the next verse. An ordinary 
meal where the wine was not drunk 
might not have brought about the con· 
dition of mind on the part of ber 
speelal guests that was desired. Hence 
Esther provided a feast where "im­
bibing" would be Indulged In, and the 
king and Haman attended it. 

Verse 6. When Esther appeared, un­
invited, within the tnner eourt. it was 
evident that she had some request to 
make. So there was a logical reason 
for the statement of the king at that 
time. There was nothlng, though, in 
the mere fact of a gathering at a ban­
quet that suggested any such motive 
on ber part. But the king was under 
so great a "spell" in his devotion to 
this charming woman that he almost 
unconsciously Invited ber to make a 
further request. 

Versee 7. 8. The request tbat Esther 
made the second time was exactly like 
the one made In the first instance ex­
upt 88 to date. The next banquet was 
to be on the morrow. It would have 
been natural not to repeat such an 
extensive occasion as a royal banquet 
the same day. for physical reasons at 
least. But there was a far more im­
portant reason than that for letting a 
night come and go between this feast 
and the next one. Certain things must 
take place. both on the part of the 
king and others, that would require 
some time. and especially the night­
time. for bringing them about. Esther 
therefore asked ber royal guests to 
attend her banquet on the morrow. 
Win do tomorrow as the ki.ng hath 
3aid. This means the same as if sbe 
had said: "Tomorrow, at the banquet, 
I will do whatever tl\e king asks me 
to dO." She expected the proceeding to 
come to some form of tUmax at the 
second feast. and that the king would 
give some kind of dtrectlons to persons 
in his charge. The statement In itaHcs 
means she would be ready for what­
ever came. We note that notbing is 
recorded as to the king's accepttng the 
invitation this time 8S was done at 
the nrst. That fact was to be taken 
for granted since the king had al­
ready fulfilled his promises. 

Verse 9. "Every joy hath its sorrow," 
Is an old saying, and It was certainly 
true with Haman. He departed from 
the feast fun of pride over the dis­
tinguished honors placed upon bim by 
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the invitations from the queen. But 
that pride received a wound as be 
passed out at the gate. He probably 
had momentarily forgotten his feeling 
against Mordecai in the excitement of 
the banquet and its joyful social at­
mosphere. Now that the hated Jew 
was thrust upon his vision again. and 
that in an attitude of contempt. bis 
rage almost knew no bounds. 

Verses 10-12. Nevertheless, he re­
strained himself and rested on the hope 
of obtaining some consolation later in 
the midst of his home and friends. He 
went thither to report on bis experi­
ences of the day, Called, for hi, friends, 
and Zeres1/,.. We need not suppose that 
Haman's wife lived apart from him, 
that he would need to call for her to 
come. The statement means that after 
he called for his friends to come, he 
spoke to them in the hearing of his 
wife. Much of the speech was for the 
information of friends since it per­
tained to his family circumstances, of 
which his wife would be aware al· 
ready. But aside from those items, the 
conversation had to do with the honors 
just bestowed on him, all of which 
was news to the friends and his wife. 

Verse 13. The very sight of the Jew 
at the king's gate so irritated Haman 
that his enjoyment of the honors be­
stowed on him was lost. Mordecai was 
only one Jew, and the edict had al­
ready been started out to destroy the 
whole number of them throughout the 
realm. But that was not to take place 
until the 12th month, and this per­
sonal humiliation at the contemptuous 
attitude of Mordecai was constantly 
with him. Immediate reltef from the 
distress against his pride was what 
he desired. 

Verse 14. The suggestion to bund 
a gallows for the hanging of Mordecai 
may have been' from a personal im­
pulse of Zeresh as far as her motive 
was concerned. But we should keep 
in mind the fact that God was in all 
this transaction, and was turning even 
the sel:flsh motives of the enemies into 
usefulness for efrecting the divine 
plans. This gallows will be needed in 
God's service, and it was well that 
the personal motives of Haman and 
his wife be made use at. 

ESTHER 6 
Verse 1. Any person is ltkely to have 

wakeful nights occasionally. Darius 
passed such a night (Dan. 6: 18) . But 
we can understand the cause in bis 
"I'IIe, for lle hl'd lust sl~ed a dO\1ree 

that he felt was unjust In the case of 
Ahasuerus it was difrerent. It is true 
he also had authorized a decree that 
was unjust, but he had not learned of 
that as yet. There was no apparent 
reason tor his sleeplessness, yet we 
are sure it was just another item in 
the wonderful drama being carried on 
by the Lord. When a person is unable' 
to sleep, and no reason for it is known, 
be naturally seeks something to "pass 
the time," In the case of a king the 
most natural subject of interest would 
be the records of his kingdom, so this 
king called upon his servants to read 
them to him. 

Verse 2. The servant "happened" to 
read the account of an attempt upon 
the Ufe of the king. Now I will-request 
my readers to tum to Ch. 2: 21-23 and 
note the comments on those verses. In 
the present paragraph we see the 
"loose ends" of the story being gath~ 
ered up. The account showed the plot 
of the conspirators and their exposure; 
It told also of the patriotic service of 
Mordecai in getting the information to 
the king that saved his life. But no 
further action was taken as far as the 
record went. It has always been the 
custom at least to give a "reward of 
merit" of some kind to one who has 
performed an unusual service to an~ 
other, and especially to as important a 
person as a king. But the one doing 
the reading said nothing along that 
Une while pronouncing this chronicle 
from the official document. 

Verse 3. The king evidently thought 
the full account had not been read. 
His question, then, as to what had 
been done in appreciation of Mor­
decai's action, was in the nature of 
request for the complete story. But 
he was told that he had heard all of 
the story, that nothing had been done 
for Mordecai. 

Verses 4, 5. The king was deter­
mined on supplying what bad been 
neglected in the case, and prepared to 
show his appreciation by bestowing 
some honor on MordecaI. Naturally he 
wanted to use the proper method and 
would employ some trusted servant 
for the purpose. So the king asked to 
learn who was available and who was 
in the outer court, Anyone would be 
permitted to come that far uninvited. 
Haman "happened" to be there at the 
very time the king made his inquiry. 
He had come, however, to seek the 
lawful entrance to the inner court, to 
ask for the slaying of MordecaI. When 
Informe" that HIUIlI\ll wi'll there, tile 
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king gave order to bave him brought 
In. Doubtless tbta invitation came be­
fore Haman had asked for it. and it 
muat have been a joyful surprise. 
Under such an Impression be came 
Into the Immediate presence ot the 
king with great expectations. 

Verse 6. We should keep in mind 
that up to the present point. the. king 
knows nothing of the connection Mor­
decai has with the decree that Haman 
bad caused to be sant out. He knows 
only that it was against "a certain 
people," but does not know that Mor­
decai and Eather would be involved. 
Therefore, when be makes his pr~ 
posal to Haman. the king will be per­
fectly "innocent" of Its relation to the 
divine plan. As far as the king was 
concerned, this affair which be was 
about to carry out would be only an 
incident to complete the rouUne of 
honorable reward of merit, so that 
the royal chronicles would show a 
regular form. And since Haman was 
one ot his more important servants, he 
would be an appropriate person to 
suggest the procedure and al80 to lIut 
it into 011001. In the light or all this 
he asked Haman for bis SUggestions. 
We would expect HamaD. to take just 
such a view of the case as he did. Had 
the king not recently promoted hIm? 
Had not the royal decree been signed 
at h~s request? Had he not been the 
only guest invtted to the queen's ban­
quet with the king? And now, had 
he not just been invIted to come Into 
the inner court even before he had 
asked for it? No wonder, then, that 
he said to himselt, To whom would the 
king delight to do honor more than to 
myself' Everything Ind1cated that he 
was the very one to receIve the honor. 

Verses 7·9. With the impression just 
<1eseribed as his motive, Haman would 
naturally make tbe scene as dignified 
as vossi ble. The procedure he sug­
gested would place a man about second 
to the king in the poInt at show and 
pomp. There are no less than sIx 
items In the formula that he prescribed 
for the man to be honored. I shall 
briefly note the items from the text: 
R01Ial QPpll1"el, crown roval, GrTaVetl 
bv the mod noble prince, Q1i. horBeback 
through the citll, proclaim belore -him, 
horse the king ndeth, etc. What a dis­
play or ,lory that Haman thought he 
was arranging for hImself! 

Verse 10. With OUr knowledge of 
the -whole background In mind, it 
would appear that Ahasuerus had the 
idea of punishing Haman by the order 

he gave him. That It was done as It 
he was saying to hlmselt: "I will teach 
Haman a leBBon that Will humble him." 
Such was not the ease. for he was sUli 
wholly Ignorant of the true stat~ of 
atrairs. He did not know the connee· 
Uon that Haman and Esther and Mor­
decai had with the edict sent out. In­
stead of being a rebuke to Haman 
(which we can see that it was), the 
kIng would rather consider It Bome. 
thing of an honor to him, to be en· 
trusted with this important service 
for the king of such a great realm as 
Persia. But thIs very maUve of Ahas­
uerus would make the order ~ven to 
Haman all the more a sharp rebuke. 

Verse 11. Of course Haman could 
not do otherwise than obey the order 
ot the king. Even to have protested 
would have forced an Issue into the 
Umelight that he was not ready to 
meet. So he faithfully carried out the 
procedure suggested by himself and 
directed to be appUed to the very man 
he bated mosl It gives U8 an instance 
of the lesson taught by Jesus In Luke 
18: H. 

Verse 12. When the march through 
the city was over, the proceSSion ended 
where it began which was at the king's 
gate, since that was where Mordecai 
had been keeping himself most of the 
time. What feelings of mingled hate 
and shame Haman must have been 
having as he deposited the despised 
Jew in his accustomed place after this 
triumphant march through the city; 
a march of triumph for the Jew who 
had consistently spurned the haughty 
Haman. But it was a triumph of honor 
that he had not sought. And it was 
no wonder that Haman hastened to 
his home, with his head covered with 
sackcloth or some other arUcle that 
indicated his utter dejection. 

Verse 13. Haman received no com­
fort from his wite. 88 he dtd the flrst 
time he appealed to her. She evidently 
knew about the general history of the 
Jews, and that 10. all of tbeir troubles 
they were successful in the end. But 
she must have been unaware of the 
full relationship between Mordecai and 
them, even though he was called a 
Jew. She I1nally suspected the truth 
about it and concluded that Haman 
was doomed to be the loser In any 
conflict with Mordecai. She stated this 
thought to hIm, and the same was 
agreed to by the wise men attending 
on him. 

Verse 14. The atrair of gIving Mor­
decai an honorable conduct through 
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the streets or the city took place be­
tween the two banquets given bY 
Esther. Haman Ukely forgot about the 
second invitation because of his ter· 
rible shock at the exaltation of Mor­
decai. So he had to be reminded ot 
his "social engagement." and urged to 
fulftll It_ 

ESTHER 7 
Verse 1. To banquet . The second 

word is a verb and is defined in the 
lexIcon, "to Imbibe. II That Is the main 
item of the occasion, although it would 
imply also a feasting as an additional 
indulgence. 

Verse 2. The kIng was still under 
the "spell" of his love for Esther. Or­
dinar lly a man tries to express his 
love tor a woman by making her a 
present of some vahiable arUcle. He 
may spare no expense within bis pos­
sibilities, sometimes even bringing 
himself almost into bankruptcy. Aha&­
uerus could think of no gift that was 
good enough for this woman who had 
him overwhelmed by his devotion to 
her. So he told her to name the gift 
most desirable. the limit being noth· 
tng less than halt of his kingdom. 

Verse 3. Esther made her request 
general at first. merely asking that she 
and her people be spared their Uvea. 
This must have been one ot the great­
est surprises the king ever received. 
Being enUrely uninformed of the iden­
tity ot the people against whom he had 
signed the decree of destruction, be 
bad no inKling of any danger to tbe 
Jews. He was also unaware of the 
natlonality or race of his wife, and 
consequently bad no idea of the perU 
overhanging her. 

Verse 4. In continuing her answer 
to the king, Esther was actually re­
counting the terms of the decree that 
he had unconsciously signed against 
her and her people. However. she did 
not as yet reveal their race, nor the 
connection between them and the de· 
cree that bad authorized Haman to 
start a movement of destruction. She 
explained that she would not have 
made any complaint had the edict re­
quired only that they be sold into 
slaver y. It would have been a loss to 
the kingdom had the Jews been sold 
into bondage, tor the price ot their 
sale would not have been as great as 
the 108s trom the services of 80 good a 
people as bers. And neither would 
Haman have been able to make up fOT 
the los8, although he had pretended 
to have great wealth when asking tor 

the decree. These 1ast remarks are 
based on the concludtng words of the 
verse, which may appear a little vague 
to the readers. I shan offer a few 
words ot explanation. The enem'JI is 
Haman. Countervail means "make up 
tor," and damage means 1088. With 
these definitions In mind 1 wUI reword 
the last sentence thus : "1 bad held my 
tongue, although Haman could not 
make up tor the king's loss." In other 
words, the sale ot the Jews would have 
been a loss to the king, whIch Haman 
with all his boasted wealth could not 
have made up for tbe kIng. WhUe 
Esther might have regretted seeing 
such 1088 to the king, yet she would 
bave suffered it to go through, rather 
than cause any appeara nce ot opposi­
tion to the royal decree. 

Verse 5. The reply and questions of 
the king showed that he was entirely 
In the dark about what was going on. 
His words where fs he especially indi­
cated that be was wholly unsuspecting 
as to the guilty party. 

Verse 6. This verse is brief but very 
weighty. It Is the cllmax to aU of 
tbe things that Esther and Mordecai 
bad been doing, beginning with, the 
4th chapter. She wanted to be sure of 
her ground before springing the sur­
prise upo~ the king. In order to that 
end she drew bim on with her social 
program, and In the progress ot that 
she could observe the complete wllUng· 
neas manifested to grant her any re­
quest she might make. Thus, after he 
had thrice offered her anything up to 
half of the kingdom, she concluded 
"the iron was hot" and ready to be 
struck. So there, at that second ban­
quet, with the king still loat in his 
rapturous admiration for his lovely 
queen, and in the immediate presence 
of Haman. she told the king the an· 
swer. She used three words to de­
scribe Haman ; adv er8<1rJl, enemy and 
wicked. Haman. was afraid which 
means he trembled in the presence of 
the king and queen. The memory of. 
the march through the streets -of the 
city would come surging into his mind. 
Now that the queen had dared to ac· 
cuse him at the inquiry of the king, 
and with an accusation that he knew 
to be true, the full extent of PDssibtlt­
ties tbrew him into a panic ot tear. 

Verse 7. Esther displayed much wis­
dom by not staUng tbe lull detaHs ot 
her case in Ve. 3, 4. She told enough 
to glve the king a shock, and start his 
mind working toward the desired con· 
clU8lon, Wltb that much of tbe sltus-
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tion arrayed before blm, bis nerves 
would be In a tension of concern tor 
the welfare of his beloved wite. To 
think that anyone would dare wish to 
harm the idol of his heart was almost 
more than he could stand. The person 
who eould be 80 unreasonably rash 
muat undoubtedly be skulking some­
where like a cowardly spy. Imagine. 
then, his state of mind when the awful 
truth was stated to add its weight to 
his already outraged. temper. No won~ 
der that he arose unceremoniously 
from the banquet and left the room, 
as if shrinking from the vile presence 
of the man on whom so much honor 
bad been heaped, but undeaervedly. 
Haman was able to see the grave dan­
ger confronting him. The king had 
gone out. 80 his only means of contact 
to make a. plea for mercy was through 
the Q.ueen. 

Verse 8. Having brought the altua­
tion to this dramatic climax, Esther 
was overcome with emotion and lay 
down upon her bed. Haman was then 
desperate with fear and threw aside 
all discretion. In casting himself upon 
the bed by the side of the queen, we 
are sure he bad no intention but to 
beg earnestly tor his Ufe. Neverthe­
less. the position was interpreted by 
the enraged king in the light that such 
a compromise would logically be taken. 
With an accusing question he spoke 
in the hearing ot the ones present. 
Camng attention to the threetold ot­
tense namely, force the queen, before 
me, in. the house. The witnesses took 
the view ot the case that was expressed 
by the king and resolved not to let the 
wicked Haman add one word more in 
his plea. They shut him oft by cover­
Ing bis face, tbereby smothering him 
as with a gag. 

Verse 9. When Harbonah caned at­
tention to the gallows that Haman had 
erected he may not have thought es­
pecially ot the use the king would 
make of it. The purpose was to cite 
another item of evidence, proving how 
wicked a man Haman was; that he 
had constructed an instrument tor the 
destruction at the very man who had 
saved the king's Ufe. But the sugges­
tion was enough tor Ahaeuerus. He 
promptly gave orders tbat Haman 
should be hanged thereon. 

Verse 10. The orders were carried 
out. The Inspired writer added em­
phasis to the occasion by stating that 
the hanging ot Haman took place on 
the t"8.11ows that he had prepared tor 
lIlordeeal. This pacilled the klng's 

wrath because it struck out the man 
who was the author ot the terrible 
conspiracy just discovered. 

ESTHER 8 
Verse 1. The word house is tram 

an original with a various meaning. 
Its leading Idea is household or tamily 
members. The verse means tbat Esther 
was glven authority over the members 
of Haman's famUy, botb immediate 
and distant relatives. In the mean­
time she had acquainted the king with 
her relation to Mordecai. This brought 
him into the royal favor 80 that he 
was escorted into the king's presence. 

Verse 2. The king had taken the 
ring trom Haman. previously given 
him as a badge of honor, and now gave 
it unto Mordeca.1. That action was a 
signal of authority, aDd Esther availed 
herself of it by placing Mordecai in 
charge ot the house of Haman. 

Verse 3. Esther had been tavored 
so much by the king that she was 
encouraged to press tor more. The im­
mediate disposal of Haman and his 
family had been arranged tor through 
the authority vested in Mordecai. But 
there remained the edict that had been 
signed by the king at Haman's request. 
It was still in force and only waiting 
for the date on which it was to be 
executed. Something must be done to 
counteract that, else the people of 
Esther will be destroyed. That was 
what she meant by the request to put 
away the mischief 01 Haman. Falling 
down at the feet ot the king, she tear­
fully begged him tor turther con­
sideration.. 

Verse 4. By holdlng out the golden 
scepter toward Esther, &he was made 
to underetand that she mi~ht make 
her wishes known and that they would 
be granted. There is every indication 
that no request ot hers, w1thin the 
possib1l1t1es ot the king, would be 
denied her, &0 completely was he en­
thralled by his love tor her. 

Verse 6. Esther knew the rule ot 
the Persian law, that no edict could 
be directly repealed; yet It might be 
possible to do something that could 
have the effect of an alteration or re­
peal. That was what she requested, 
but sbe made it on condition that the 
king felt entirely favorable towards it. 

Verse 6. Esther was a Jewees and 
knew that the edict of destrUction 
would Include her by its terms unleBB 
Borne exception could be made due to 
her relation to the king. But regard-
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les8 of any assurance she may have 
felt for her personal safety. her great 
spirit of humanity was moved for her 
people. She felt that she could never 
stand It to see them come to Buch 
barm. On account of this concern she 
made the request stated in the pre­
ceding verse. 

Verse 7. We notice the king ad­
dressed both Esther and Mordecai be­
cause of their common relation to the 
issues at stake. The execution of 
Haman was placed in charge of Esther, 
and the reason fOr it was stated; that 
it was bis attack upon the Jews. 

Verse 8. The execution' of Haman 
and his household was not enough. 
Some action must be taken to counter­
act his wicked designs against the 
people of Esther and Mordecai. This 
had to be done through Borne other 
edict, Dot by directly repealing the 
o.r8t decree. The king therefore gave 
authority to have the other edict drawn 
up and made binding in the estabUshed 
manner. Such a result was accom· 
pUshed by putting the k1ng's name on 
the document. But that might be done 
without his knowledge or consent, so 
an addittonal evidence must be used to 
close up the gap ot uncertainty. This 
was done by using the seal that was 
on the king's ring, a sort of "notary" 
signal. The outstanding" point ot that 
act was the established rule that "no 
man may reverse it." 

Verse 9. The otHcial secretaries were 
called in again to "take dictation" on 
the important work of the new edict. 
It was done near the end ot the 3rd 
month, and was to take effect on the 
13th day at the 12th month. That 
would give a period of about 9 months 
in which it could be given full pub­
licity. The document was to give au­
thority to, and call upon, all the vari­
ous subordinates in the realm at Persia 
to see that the edict on behalt ot the 
Jews was carried out. It also au· 
thorlzed the Jews to take full advan­
tage ot the decree and be prepared to 
carry out its provisions. 

Verse 10. He wrote means Mordecai 
wrote; not by his own hand tor that 
was what the scribes or secretaries 
were called in tor. But he dictated it 
and had it put down in writing and 
then attested in the forementioned 
manner. eODles of it were then sent 
by postmen on various beasts ot bur­
den, to all the sections of the realm 
where the Jews were scattered. 

Verse 11. The terms ot the edict 

were " very sweeping. They gave the 
Jews the unrestricted authority tor as­
semblage and tor self·defense. This 
might be done to the extent even ot 
kllUng their enemies who would at­
tack them. They could also take 
possession of the proverty that had 
belonged to their foes. 

Verse 12. The decree was to take 
etrect on the very day that had been 
set for the enforcement at the former 
decree. The reason tor such a date is 
obvious. It would not do to have It 
dated even one day earlier, tor the 
Jews were to act in seU-defense only, 
and no attack upon them would come 
betore the prescribed date. And of 
course it would not do any good to 
date it later. tor that would be after 
they would have been the victims of 
the other edict. . 

Verse 13. The decree was officially 
copied and sent to all the sections at 
the realm. It urged the Jews to be 
ready to avenge themselves when the 
day came on which the decree of 
destruction was to be put Into force. 

Verse 14. The post, were the same 
as postmen. They were urged on In 
their mission by the commandment at 
the king. It Is evident that Abasuerus 
was as eager as was Esther or Mor­
decai to bave the Vicious Instrument 
of Haman intercepted. 

Verse 15. Mordecai had manifested 
a spirit at humJUty trom the begin· 
ning. There Is no Indication that he 
ever sought any honor. So the exalta· 
tion of which we read was placed upon 
him by the king unsolicited. It is 
significant that the ctty of Shushan 
(the Persian capital) rejoiced. Most 
at the citizens of the city were Per­
sians, and the edict just sent out was 
00" behalf at the Jews. But the Injus­
tice ot Haman's activities was doubt· 
less understood by the people. They 
were happy, therefore, to know that a 
barmless group at their subjects was 
to be spared the awful destruction in· 
tended by the wicked Haman. 

Verse 16. LiUht is from OWBAB. and 
Strong defines it. "lumtnousness. 1. e. 
(figurattvely) prosperity." Ot course 
the idea is that the Jews were glad 
because ot the prosperous sttuation 
they bad the right to expect. 

Verse 17. In the various sections 
of the realm of Persia, the Jews cele· 
bra ted their JOY by holding a teast. 
Many 01 the people became Jews. This 
means they became proselytes to the 
Jewish system. There were certain 
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llrlvUeges that were allowed by the 
law that entitled a foreigner to be 
classed with the J ewe. That bad sev­
eral restrietions, yet left the relation­
ship tn such a state that it gave to 
the proselyte much advantage. The 
circumstance shows one of the common 
traits of mankind. When special favor 
seems to be in store tor certain 
etaBSes, then others wish to "get io" 
on the favor. It Is always well to see 
perSODs show an Interest in things 
that aTe right. It would be more highly 
appreciated. though, were they to do 
80 under circumstances that betrayed 
less selfishness. 

ESTHER 9 
Verses 1, 2. Since the preceding 

chapter came to a close. 9 months have 
passed. The date for the two famous 
edicts has antved and the Jews have 
girded themselves for the conflict. They 
assembled In the cities, and were 80 
successful in their own defense that 
the public mind was stirred up in 
their favor. 

Verse 3. The lear of MordeCai means 
they respected him for his righteous­
ness of lite. Because of this the 01l1cers 
of the ctty helped the Jews In their 
defense. 

Verse 4. Mordecai was in high stand· 
ing In the household of the king as 
well as in the estimation of the people 
in general. He had Dot done anything 
that would be called great tn the esU· 
mation of the world, but God was with 
him and was causing the tables to be 
turned in his favor. 

Verse 6. The mention of sword, and 
.laughter, and destrvction., is for em­
phasis. The general Idea Is that com­
plete vIctory over the enemy was 
achieved by them. 

Verse 6. It there would be any 
place where the cittzens of a realm 
would have advantage it ought to be 
in their own capital city. But even 
that did not ava11 them anything in 
their aggression against the people of 
God_ 

Verses 7-10. This paragraph merely 
states the names ot Haman's 10 BOns 
as being among the slain. The im­
portance of that fact w11l appear later. 
The additional news item Is the fact 
that the Jews did not take possession 
of the spo11. The edict of the king 
would have permitted them to do so, 
but they. spurned it with contempt. 

Verse 11. All events of Importance 
w~re lIlade a part 9f the roya) rooor4. 

Because ot that, the king was given 
an account or the number of casualties 
or the day. There would be a special 
reason for his interest in the subject, 
for he had given his offtcial consent 
to the decree on the occaSion, and had 
commanded its prompt execution when 
the time of maturity came. 

Verse 12. All through the story we 
are studying, the ktng's regard tor 
Esther has been much in evidence. He 
tavored her with a piece ot informa­
tion connected with her previous re­
quests. In this report he made separate 
items of the destruction of the cttlzens 
of Shushan in general, and of the 10 
sons of Haman in particular. The 
second Item was in reference to her 
chief concern, which was the fate of 
Haman's famfJy. What have they done 
(n the re,t 01 the king', promnce.f 
Moffatt renders this as fonows: "What, 
then, must they have done In the other 
provinces of the king?" The thought 
la, 1f that much destruction of the 
enemies has taken place In just one 
city, there Is no telling how much bas 
been done in other parts of the vast 
empire. But even with that much ac­
complished in her favor, she was given 
the prlyllege of making further re­
quests. She was assured that any re­
quest would be granted to her. 

Verse 13. The next request of Esther 
was to the effect that the day's accom­
plishments be repeated on the morrow; 
that Is, as far as possible. There could 
actually be more of the citizens slain, 
but the Bans of Haman could not be 
slain again. But they could be sub­
jected to the shame of the gallows. 
Their father had BOught to have her 
cousin hanged but was slain thereon 
instead. Now she wished to render the 
merited disgrace more complete by 
ba ving their dead bodies held up to 
pubUc scorn. 

Verse 14. True to his promise and 
also true to form of his previous 
favorable attitude toward Esther, be 
caused the 10 sons of Haman to be 
hanged_ 

Verse 15. Matters were going "thefr 
way" for the Jews, 80 that the slaughter 
of the enemy was continued even fnto 
the 14th day of the month. And again 
they did not deign to take advantage 
of the right to property. Thts move­
ment was done In the capital ctty as 
Esther had requested. 

Verae16. While the attack WB8 being 
repeated tn the city, the Jews out 
tllrough !.be J)rov1:Q.c~ were 8:189 CQU' 
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tinuing thelr destruction of the enemy. 
to the number of 75,000. They again 
refrained from taking any of the prey 
of the enemy. 

Verse 17. The 13th and 14th dar 
had been periods at success against 
the enemy. The Jews observed. the 
tact on the 14th day by ha.ving a teast­
lng and period. of gladness. 

Verse 18. The J-ews that were in 
the capital city extended the season 
of gladness; they Included the 15th 
day in their festivities. 

Verse 19. The same spirit of glad­
neS8 that prevailed in Shushan and 
other large cities was manitested in 
tbe small towns. One item in the ob­
servances was the sending of portions 
(gifts) one to another. That was a 
custom that prevailed in ancient Urnes. 
It indicates the righteousness and 
propriety of making gifts as expressive 
of JOY and appreciation. In Neh. 8: 10 
Is an instance of this subject. In that 
case the Lord had been good to the 
people. They were then advised to 
observe a day in honor ot the Lord, 
and 8. part of the exercises was that 
of making gifts. 

Verses 20. 21. It has long been the 
practice of human beings to keep, tn 
memory of great occurrences, some 
kind of formality. The Jews had a 
feast in memory of their deliverance 
from EgyJ)tian bondage (Ex. 12: 14). 
Now they were directed by Mordecai 
to keep a teast In commemoration of 
the triumph over the conspirators act· 
ing with Haman. This observance was 
to be in honor of the 14th and 15th 
days of the 12th month. 

Verse 22. The noteworthy featUre 
of the great aeason was the idea of 
sorrow being replaced with joy. The 
time was celebrated by feasting among 
themselves, and by sending gifts to 
the poor. When there comes a time 
or general good feeling among the 
people of the land. it is wholly proper 
to celebrate It by making presents. 
They may do this first among them· 
selves, then by sending gifts to those 
less fortunate. 

Verse 23. Do as thell IIa4 begun 
means the Jews determined to keep 
up the memorial feasts from year to 
year, in the same manner that was 
observed at the start. 

Verse 24. The inspired writer goes 
back toward the early parts of the 
history and takes up the plot of 
Haman to destroy the Jews. Had cast 
Pur refers to the casting of lots that 

I. described In Ch. 3: 7. Haman was 
an Agaglte. and 1 Sam. 16: 8 shows that 
he was descended from the Amalekltes. 
These were the people who opposed 
the chUdren ot Israel In Ex. 17. At 
that time God declared !hat be would 
put out the remembrance of Amalek 
from under beaven. It waa gradually 
being fulftlled In tblB book. 

Verse 26. This verse also 18 a brief 
recounting of the earlier transactions 
of the great drama now being shown 
througb the Inspired channel. 

Verses 26. 27. PUr and Purim are 
forms of the same word Which means 
"lot." It was used 8.8 a name of the 
annual feast that the Jews kept at 
the time now being cODsidered. It 
was adopted 1n view of the method 
that Haman had used In determining 
the day Cor the destruction of the 
Jews. They wlsbed to keep aUve their 
appreciation ot the escape from Ha· 
man's plot, and for this purpose they 
named the daY8, feast of Purim. 

Verse 28. Throughout every genera.. 
tion.. As a secular evidence of the­
truth of this aecount. I shall orrer to 
my readers an extract from a metr(). 
poJltan newspaper. Tbe item Is from 
the Chicago Her ald and Examiner in 
the Issue of Feb. 22. 1939, and Is as 
follows: fiAt Marque Purim. BaJl­
Celebrating the 2,500th anniversary 
of Purim, these pretty young ladles 
[pictured] appeared In costume yester~ 
day at a rehearsal for the masque ball 
to be held at Temple Sholom." It is 
interesting to know that a statement in 
our Bible is verified by this authentic 
news Item In a standard secular pub­
lication, many hundreds of years later. 

Verse 29. Wrote with aU authority 
means they had full consent of the 
king to write this letter. It was called 
the secorut letter in reference to the 
one in Ch. 8: 10. It was called Purim 
be<:ause of its being occasioned by the 
casting or lots (meantng of Purim), 
by wbich Haman had dectded on the 
date tor his deetrucUon of the Jews. 

Verse 30. The promnce. were di· 
visions ot the realm of Persia. The 
word is from MEDIYUAB and Strong de­
fines it. "properly a judgeship. 1. e. 
jurisdiction ; by ImpUcation a district 
(as ruled by a judge); generally a 
region." The Persian Empire was so 
vast that ita territory had to be sub· 
divided Into these 127 districts. with 
secondary rulers over them. This letter 
was sent to the Jews in all these re­
gions, and it contained words of peace 
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and tntth. That is, the peace offered 
to the Jews was backed up by words 
that had been attested and found to 
be true. 

Ve ...... 31, 32, Tbe pUl'})08e 01 tbe 
letter was to confirm or establ1sh the 
annual feast of Purim. After the d~ 
cree had been pubUshed throughout 
the 127 provinces of the empire. the 
fact Wall written in the book. That 
means it- became a part of the official 
recorda. 8ucb &8 were kept by a1l great 
empires. 

ESTHER 10 
Verse 1. The land means the main 

body of the empire. The authority of 
Abasueru8 was 80 extensive that he 
put the islands under tbla trIbute or 
tax also. 

Verse 2. For comments on chronicle8 
see 1 XI. 14: 19. Sucb Important 
tranBactioDs as those about the Jews 
would certainly be made a part of the 
royal records. The reason for makIng 
this statement by the inspired writer. 
Is the tact that we are 1ntereated tn 
the biltory of Mordecai and his con­
nection with the people of Peraia. 

Verse 3. Mordecai the Jew to(7.B nezt 
unto king Ah(l31terus. The book of 
Esther furnishes us with at least two 
important facta and lessons. It shows 
the complete destruction ot the de· 
Bcendants of the Amaleltites (Ch. 3: 1; 
7: 10; 9: 12), wblcb fulftlled tbe pre­
diction made In Ex. 17: U. It gives 
also a clear example of the truth 
spoken by Jesu8, that, "whosoever ex­
atteth himself shall be abased; and 
be tbat bumbletb blmsell sball be 
exalted." (Luke 14: 1L) 

JOB 1 
General remarks: I shall not at­

tempt to discuss all the questions 
raised as to the exact date when Job 
Uved. Tbe "authorIUes" do not agree 
on tbe subject. but that Is not of 80 
much Importance to us. The main 
tbing to remem ber is that be was an 
actual person and not an imaginary 
one. In Ezk. 14: 14. 20 he Is named 
In connection wtth Noah and Daniel. 
and In the same sense. No one who 
accepts the Bible at all ever denies 
the actual personality of two of the 
men mentioned. and hence that of Job 
should be regarded In the same Ught. 
Strong's lexicon gives us the direct 
and simple deflniUon, "the patriarch 
famous for his patience." James re­
fer. to blm (eb. 6: 11) lUI a real man, 

and we have no reason to consider 
him otherwise. 

As to his race or nationaltty I shall 
quote from Smith's Bible Dictionary 
8S follows: "Job. the patriarch. from 
whom one ot the books of the Old 
Testament Is named. His residence in 
the land of Uz marks him as belong· 
ing to a braneh of the Aramean race, 
which had settled in the lower part 
of Mesopotamia (probably to the south 
or aoutheast at Palestine, in Idumean 
[Edomtte) ArabIa). adjacent to the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans." According 
to this~ Job's blood was a mixture ot 
that trom Abraham and the other 
brancbes of people under the Patri­
archal Dispensation. Other pointa of 
interest as to Job's place In the great 
Book of God., and the central Une at 
thought running through the book, 
will be noted as we pursue our study. 

Verse 1. The character of Job is 
the outstanding tact ot this veree. 
Perfect means be was completely right­
eous before God, and teared or rever· 
enced blm. To eschete eVil means not 
only to refratn from dotng it but to 
shun or avoid it. 

Verse 2. The story will come back 
to tbls verse in the outcome. Let the 
reader take note ot the number and 
sex ot Job's children at this place. 

Verse 3. The narrative will come 
back also to this verse, so It will be 
well to mark it. 8ub8tarn.ce is from a 
word that Strong says means "IJve 
stock." HOlUehold. is trom ABUDDAH 
and Strong defines it, "somethIng 
wrought. 1. e. (concretely) service." 
It Is the word for "store of servants" 
In Gen. 26 : 14. So Job was blessed 
with a famUy of sons and daughters. 
a possession mUch prized In Biblical 
times; an abundance of various ani· 
mals, and many servants to wait upon 
him in the enjoyment of bis property. 

Verse 4. The sons would hold teasta 
in their houses, each taking hie turn 
to act as host to the others. To these 
feasts the sisters were invited. All of 
this indicates a united and thus a 
happy family. That was a condition 
to be considered as a great bleSSing, 
for not all families are thus congenial. 
While a parent would regret to loea a 
chUd, however unworthy or unpleas­
ant in dispoSition, yet the loss of so 
agreeable a group of children would 
be felt the more keenly. 

Verse 6. It would be no surprIse It 
the SODS should commit some trespass 
In tbe COUI1!e 01 Ibe festivities, for-


