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Reaping The Whirlwind
Charles A Pledge

seed he planted. Just one grain of
corn, germinated, bearing fruit and
barring insect problems, will multiply
itself at least 180 times. The water
melon seed, by the same token, can
multiply itself in number thousands
of times and by weight an unbeliev
able number of times. So it is with
sin. We never reap only the conse
quences of an act; the evil of that act
will multiply itself as long as it is
allowed to go unchecked. The point is
very simple regarding sin: it will
grow, spread, and destroy until it is
brought under control by the word of
God. Israel sowed the wind of sin and
indifference to righteousness and
truth. Now, she must reap many
times over what she sowed.

The church our Savior purchased
with his blood is passing through
some dark times; perhaps darker
than most of us realize. Not all is
doom and gloom. In spite of the apos
tasy of a large number of our men in
whom brethren had high hopes, the
Lord is yet raising up capable young
men of dedication and determination.
But that is not the point. The point is
we sowed much of the wrong kind of
seed in the past and we must yet
reap even worse consequences. Men
can't sow the wind without reaping
the whirlwind. We in no way defend
the Shellys, Copes, Wallings,
Woodroofs, et. al. There is no excuse
for abandoning the faith once deliv
ered to the saints. There is no justifi
cation for believing and teaching
false doctrine. But where were we
when these men started on their
downward path? These men, none of

Hosea wrote: "For they have
sown the wind, and they shall
reap the whirlwind: it hath no

stalk; the bud shall yield no meal: if
so be it yield, the strangers shall
swallow it up" (Hosea 8:7). The
northern kingdom of Israel had sown
her acts of vanity so long the only
thing left was to reap the conse
quences. It was too late for her to
change her course. She was doomed
as a nation to destruction. It was just
a matter of time. Israel had posited
false values and lived by wrong prior
ities. She had sown the wind. She
must reap the whirlwind.

Of significance is the lesson that
we gather of that which we sow. One
of the immutable laws of the universe
is that like begets like. We all shall
reap of the kind of life we sow. As
surely as people expect to gather corn
when they plant corn, so men shall
reap the consequences of the nature
of life they live. Paul stated it in the
New Testament in Galatians 6:7-8:
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked:
for whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap. For he that soweth
to his flesh shall ofthe flesh reap cor
ruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting." Whether nation or indi
vidual, physical or spiritual, the law
of reaping and sowing remains unal
terable.

Beyond the immutable law of
reaping what we sow is the law that
we shall reap more than we sow. This
is what enables the farmer to plow in
hope. He anticipates getting back at
harvest many times more than the

them, began believing and preaching
their present error overnight. They
didn't go to bed one evening whole
and healthy and get up the next
morning spouting the devil's doctrine.

Rubel Shelly began preaching his
Big F and Little f fellowship several
years ago. In the first place, numer
ous congregations and schools contin
ued to use him in spite of that and
other serious errors. In the second
place, Rubel was preaching what a
large number of preachers and con
gregations practiced. I have heard
preachers and elders defend having a
false teacher to preach to them on the
basis that he would have some good
things to say and would not teach
error while there. The very basis for
such an arrangement is abominable!
It is reprehensible! Yet, many have
been guilty of it. All these men have
been used, and some are still being
used by those who cling to some sem
blance of soundness. Closely related
to this fact is the practice of men who
claim to be sound, appearing on the
same church lectureship with men
known to be unfaithful. No effort is
made to identify and rebuke the sin
and error practiced. Rather, the con
demnation of witch doctors is pre
ferred on those lectureships. After
all, it is a comfortable distance to the
nearest witch doctor. One oftheir dis
ciples is not likely to be present.

Inspiration is very plain about
such matters. John wrote in 2 John
9-11: "Whosoever transgresseth, and

(Continued on page 3)
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Some believe zeal is a virtue that
is blessed by God under any cir
cumstances. Comments are

sometimes heard, "Oh, he means
well," "But he seems so nice," "Look
at all the work he does," "At least he
is doing some things right," etc.
Somehow, many people think that
zealousness is the main ingredient
in being pleasing unto God. How
many times have you heard someone
being justified in their error on the
grounds of their zealousness?

Though the Bible teaches zeal is
an essential ingredient in pleasing
the Lord, it does not teach that it is
all that is necessary. A misguided
zeal brings the condemnation of
God.

Paul, before his conversion,
serves as an example of one with
misguided zeal. It was at his feet
that those who stoned Stephen laid
down their clothes — "and Saul was
consenting unto his death" (Acts
7:58; 8:1). "As for Saul, he made hav-
ock of the church, entering into every
house, and haling men and women
committed them toprison" (Acts 8:3).
"And Saul, yet breathing out threat-
enings and slaughter against the dis
ciples ofthe Lord, went unto the high
priest, And desired of him letters to
Damascus to the synagogues, that if
he found any of this way, whether
they were men or women, he might
bring them bound unto Jerusalem"
(Acts 9:1-2). After being converted to
the Lord, he would later write of his
zealousness saying, "Concerning
zeal, persecuting the church; touch
ing the righteousness which is in the
law, blameless" (Phil. 3:6). He
reminded the brethren throughout
Galatia that he had once persecuted
the church with great zeal (Gal.
1:13-14).

The nation of Israel is spoken
of as an example of misguided zeal.
By inspiration, Paul wrote to the
brethren at Rome saying, "Brethren,

my heart's desire and prayer to God
for Israel is, that they might be
saved. For I bear them record that
they have a zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge" (Rom. 10:1-
2). Zeal is good, yea, essential in
serving God acceptably, but it must
be coupled with the knowledge of
God's Will!

The Jews were certainly zealous
in resisting and rejecting Jesus, but
they contradicted the Lord's Way at
every turn. Upon seeing his mighty
works and hearing his words of life,
they fought the more to destroy him.

Apollos was one who had zeal
for the Lord but he needed the prop
er knowledge to go with it. After
being instructed in the way of the
Lord more completely, he was a
great soldier of the Lord (Acts 18:24-
28).

ZEAL WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE

There are multitudes today who
have zeal but have no knowledge to
go with it.

Those who are seeking to
add mechanical instruments of
music to their worship may have
zeal, but not according to knowledge.
The Word of the Lord authorizes
"singing" but does not authorize
"playing^ or "making sounds" with
the mouth which imitate musical
instruments. No passage can be
found in the New Testament which
authorizes anything but singing.
"Speaking to yourselves in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord" (Eph. 5:19). "Let
the word ofChrist dwell in you richly
in all wisdom; teaching and admon
ishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the
Lord" (Col. 3:16; cf. Matt. 26:30; Acts
16:25; Rom. 15:9; I Cor. 14:15;
James 5:13).
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Those who are seeking to
add choirs, choruses, solos —
special music presentations — in
their worship may have zeal, but
not according to knowledge. Such
additions are a perversion of the
right ways of the Lord. The Bible
only authorizes congregational
singing in worship. Those who advo
cate such liberties as "group singing"
need to study the words "yourselves"
and "one another" in Ephesians 5:19
and Colossians 3:16 quoted above.
The Greek word used in these pas
sages is a reciprocal pronoun and
involves the exercise of all those who
are present in carrying it out.
"Speaking to yourselves" and "teach
ing one another" requires an inter
change of action. The ones speaking
and the ones acted upon are the
same individuals! The speaking to
be done by singing is to be done
mutually or reciprocally, at the same
time! When certain ones sing and
others listen, this is not done.

Those who desire a wider
role for women in the worship of
the church may have zeal, but not
according to knowledge. It may be
the "in thing" to have women wait
ing on the Lord's table, leading
singing, leading prayer or even
preaching in today's society, but all
that is needed to authorize such is a
"thus saith the Lord." But, no such
word from the Lord has been given
except this... "Let the woman learn
in silence with all subjection. But
I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to
usurp authority over the man, but to
be in silence" (I Tim. 2:11-12). "Let
your women keep silence in the
churches: for it is not permitted unto
them to speak; but they are com
manded to be under obedience, as
also saith the law. And if they will
learn any thing, let them ask their
husbands at home: for it is a shame
for women to speak in the church"
(I Cor. 14:34-35).

Those who seek fellowship
with denominations may have
zeal, but not according to knowledge.
There are many today that are join
ing hands in worship services and
activities with those who are the
enemies of the Lord. With such "fel
lowship" Jehovah says, "And have
no fellowship with the unfruitful
works ofdarkness, but rather reprove
them" (Eph. 5:11). "Whosoever trans-
gresseth, and abideth not in the doc-
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trine ofChrist, hath not God. He that
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son. If
there come any unto you, and bring
not this doctrine, receive him not into
your house, neither bid him God
speed: For he that biddeth him God
speed is partaker of his evil deeds"
(II John 9-11). "Now I beseech you,
brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offences contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned; and
avoid them. For they that are such
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but
their own belly; and by good words
and fair speeches deceive the hearts
of the simple'''(Rom. 16:17-18).

Those who do not demand a
"thus saith the Lord" for all they
say and do may have zeal, but not
according to knowledge. The Word
says, "And whatsoever ye do in word
or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
and the Father by him" (Col. 3:17).
What we do or say religiously must
be authorized by God or it is not in
accordance with God's Will.

ZEAL WITH KNOWLEDGE TODAY

A zealous servant of the Lord

worships God in spirit and in
truth (John 4:24). The right frame
of mind is coupled with the autho
rized acts of worship in order for his
worship to be acceptable unto God.

A zealous servant of the Lord
does good unto all men, especial
ly unto those who are of the
household of faith (Gal. 6:10). A
benevolent spirit — acts of kindness
and sympathy — is held toward all,
in and out of the church (cf. II Cor.
9:12-13).

A zealous servant of the Lord
seeks to edify every member of
the body of Christ. "Let us there
fore follow after the things which
make for peace, and things where
with one may edify another" (Rom.
14:19). "Let every one of us please his
neighbour for his good to edification"
(Rom. 15:2). "Wherefore comfort
yourselves together, and edify one
another, even as also ye do" (I Thess.
5:11). The brethren of the church at
Corinth were told, "...forasmuch as
ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek
that ye may excel to the edifying of
the church" (I Cor. 14:12). "Let all
things be done unto edifying" (I Cor.
14:26).

A zealous servant of the Lord

evangelizes with every opportu
nity. One of the last statements the
Lord made on earth was, "...Go ye
into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned" (Mark 16:15-16). "Goye
therefore, and teach all nations, bap
tizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen" (Matt. 28:19-20).
"Therefore they that were scattered
abroad went every where preaching
the word" (Acts 8:4).

A zealous servant of the Lord
makes his calling and election
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abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son. Ifthere come any
unto you, and bring not this doctrine,
receive him not into your house, nei
ther bid him God speed: For he that
biddeth him God speed is partaker of
his evil deeds." In his first epistle,
John made fellowship with one
another conditional on walking in the
light. We read in I John 1:7: "But if
we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin." Let the liberals say what they
will, John tells us that if we want fel
lowship with God and persons who
have fellowship with God that we
must walk in the light God gives; the
light of his Word. John tells us in 2
John that the sphere of fellowship
with God is the doctrine which pro
ceeds from Christ. To go beyond this
places one outside God's fellowship.
Plainly, numerous men who formerly
preached the gospel have become
wise beyond that which is written
and no longer preach the doctrine of
Christ. To even wish them well in

their efforts is to partake of their evil
deeds — how much more to use them
and defend them!

Obviously, we are going to lose
many more to the false doctrines
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sure (II Peter 1:10). Every child of
God must continually examine him
self whether he be "in the faith"
(II Cor. 13:5). In the process of so
doing, one looks at his service in the
kingdom. Certain questions are
asked: "Am I obedient," "Am I dili
gent," "Am I enthusiastic in the
Lord's work," "Do I have the motiva
tion to exhort others unto every good
work?" How would you answer these
questions?

CONCLUSION

Are you a faithful servant of the
Lord? Is your service pleasing in
God's sight? Is your zeal misguided?
"Study to shew thyselfapproved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word oftruth"(II Tim. 2:15).

presently espoused by the Shellys,
Copes, Waitings, Aliens, etc., before
we get things reversed. We need to
learn some lessons, swallow our
pride, admit our failures to take an
unflinching stand and stand there
long ago. The pragmatic position of
Form Criticism, Existentialism,
and Neo-Orthodoxy will continue to
take its toll among gullible and igno
rant brethren for some time to come.
The inroads have been made in our
schools and papers. There are no
instant brakes we can apply. It is a
long, laborious task ahead fraught
with disappointments, grief and sac
rifices. The battle is not for the timid
and fearful. He who is concerned
about his image had as well stay
home.

Yes, the winds of indifference,
worldly attitudes and actions, mate
rialism, and the desire for the new
and novel have been sown. As Israel

of old, spiritual Israel, the church,
had better prepare to reap the whirl
wind. But let all those who love the
Lord and tremble at his word take up
the sword of the Spirit and fight the
good fight of faith. The battle has
always belonged to the Lord for those
who will honor him in submissive
obedience. Let those who would sow
the wind of compromise repent and
join in the battle or get out and join
the enemy in name as well as in
practice.

7 West Colorado
Sheridan, WY 82801
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Who Is My Brother?
With Whom May I Have Fellowship?

Gil Yoder

It may be true that "we be brethren," but some brethren
walk not with Christ our elder brother (1 John 1:7), and to have

fellowship with them is to abandon our Lord.

Much has been written lately
about the questions of
"brotherhood" and "fellow

ship." Much of the talk began with
the so-called "Restoration Summits,"
the first one being held August 7-9,
1984, but the questions have been
brewing for an even longer period of
time. The first "summit" was a meet

ing of one hundred men from among
the churches ofChrist and the "inde
pendent" or "conservative" Christian
Church, fifty from each side, to seek
ways to unite the two churches.
Though there may have been a few
present not willing to compromise
biblical principles, many were there
seeking unity at any cost. Unity to
them was more important than obe
dience to God's will!

The subject of unity necessarily
involves the questions of brother
hood and fellowship. Some mistak
enly equate the two terms. One side
feels that fellowship should extend
unto all who are brethren. Another
side believes that only those with
whom they have fellowship are their
brothers. Both of these positions are
tenuous. Fellowship and brother
hood are not synonymous.

WHAT IS A BROTHER?

The term brother and its related
terms (sister, brethren, brotherhood)
are used in several ways within the
Bible. They are used in their literal
sense: brothers and sisters in the
flesh (Matt. 12:47; Acts 1:14). They
are used to refer to members of the
same nationality (Acts 2:29,37;
22:13). They are used of members of
God's spiritual family (1 Cor. 5:11;
6:6; 7:15; cf. 1 Tim. 3:15). It is with
reference to the latter that our ques
tion ofbrotherhood deals. Now let us
answer the question...

WHO IS MY BROTHER?

Obviously, all who are members
of God's family are brethren. God's
family is also referred to as the
church (1 Tim. 3:15) and the king
dom of God (John 3:3,5). To enter
God's family is to enter His church
— His kingdom. This is why Jesus
told Nicodemus, "Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the king
dom ofGod"(John 3:3). All who have
been born again are brethren.

Jesus went on to say, "Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of
God" (John 3:5). The birth of water
and the Spirit takes place when one
obeys the instructions of the Spirit
in scriptural baptism. We should not
be surprised therefore to find that
God adds to the church those who
have been baptized in order to have
the remission of sins (Acts
2:38,41,47). This does not though
mean that everyone who is "bap
tized" enters the kingdom.

Scriptural baptism must be
accompanied by faith and confidence
in Christ and His Word (John 3:16;
Mark 16:16; Rom. 10:17; Heb. 11:6),
and genuine repentance from past
sins, including the repudiation of
denominational error (Matt. 3:7-8;
Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; 17:30). This
latter fact alone calls into question
the baptism of those who enter the
Christian Church thereby!

Those who have been properly
baptized become the children of God
(Gal. 3:26-27), and hence are
brethren in Christ.

Who then is my brother? It is he
who has complied with the prerequi
sites of salvation and has been bap
tized for the remission of his sins.
May all become so!

MAY

WITH WHOM

HAVE FELLOWSHIP?

We have mentioned those who
believe that fellowship should be
extended to all brethren. The late
brother Reuel Lemmons, and for
many years considered faithful to
the truth, argued at the first "sum
mit" that unify between the Christ
ian Church and the churches of
Christ already exists, because mem
bers of both groups have been born
again, and that those who do not rec
ognize this unity commit sin. Many
have argued this point since then. It
does not seem to matter if serious
doctrinal differences exist between
us (or for that matter whether or not
members of the Christian Church
have truly been scripturally baptized
and entered the kingdom). If one has
been baptized (some would even
include those baptized for purposes
other than remission of sins), we are
supposed to accept them in fellow
ship, they say. Fellowship, we are
told, is simply a recognition ofbroth
erhood — not evidence of endorse
ment. This position is simply not
taught within scripture.

The fact that one may be my
brother does not automatically mean
that I should have fellowship with
him. This is true for several reasons:
(1) Paul condemned the Corinthians
for keeping fellowship with a brother
that was living in fornication with
his father's wife (1 Cor. 5). (2) He
commanded the Romans to mark
and avoid brethren who taught false
doctrine causing division (Rom.
16:17). (3) He told the Thessalonians
to have no company with brethren
who walked disorderly (2 Thess.
3:11-15). We cannot be in fellowship
with every brother, regardless of his
standing before God, and expect to
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be pleasing to God ourselves! To do
so is to partake in their sins; it is
indeed endorsement of their error (2
John 10-11).

On the other hand, we dare not
reserve fellowship only for those
who hold the same opinions as we.
When opinions are made tests of fel
lowship, we bind where God has not
bound. In this area Paul taught us
to follow the principle of liberty
(Rom. 14:1 — 15:1). We must take
care to distinguish our opinions
from doctrines taught within the
Bible.

With whom may I have fellow
ship? I may have fellowship with all
who submit to the will of God. The
only scriptural basis for fellowship
(unity) is the revelation of the Spirit
(Eph. 4:3-6). We must agree with all
that He taught, or else we must be
divided! It may be true that "we be
brethren," but some brethren walk
not with Christ our elder brother (1
John 1:7), and to have fellowship
with them is to abandon our Lord.

As much as we want unity, we can
not have it at that cost!
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Lessons From

The FIRST GOSPEL SERMON
Ian McPherson

Acts chapter 2 is a type of pivot
point in the Bible. The Holy
Spirit was poured out upon

the apostles in accordance with Old
Testament prophecies and in accor
dance with the promise Christ gave
to the apostles (John 7:37-37; 16:7-
15; Acts 1:5,8). With this outpouring
of the Holy Spirit came the revela
tion of the New Testament message
that was previously unknown to
man and hidden in the mind of God
(Eph. 3:1-5). The gospel that we are
to preach today is a result of this
miraculous revelation of God's will.
It is impossible for anyone to know
God's will without being taught it
through words written in the Bible.
Through the preaching of the gospel,
the church of Christ came into exis
tence. The day of Pentecost in Acts 2
is the point in history that the
church was established and the

gospel in its simplicity and complete
ness was first fully preached.

Let us notice some important
facets of this first gospel sermon
that must be followed by all faithful
gospel preachers in the Lord's
church today.

IT WAS A SCRIPTURAL
SERMON. Acts 2:4, "And they were
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance."
The source of Peter's words was the
Spirit of God. Although we cannot
speak by direct revelation today as
the apostles did, we must still speak
only what is revealed to us by the
Spirit in His Word. Although the
method of imparting truth has
changed, the message itself has
not changed. It is up to each preach
er to study the text (2 Tim. 2:15) and
relay accurately to men the message
of God. Scriptures do not have
their source in the mind of man,
but rather in the mind of God (1
Cor. 2:11). Preaching must never
present the opinions of men, but
must always contain a "thus saith
the Lord" for everything that is
taught.

IT WAS A CHRIST-CEN
TERED SERMON. Christ's death
on the cross was no accident. Peter
preached, "Him, being delivered by
the determinate counsel and fore
knowledge of God, ye have taken,
and by wicked hands have crucified
and slain" (Acts 2:23). God planned
the crucifixion of Christ from before
the creation of the world and knew
that the cross would have very pow
erful drawing power.

An account is told of a mission
ary preaching about the crucifixion
of Christ to a crowd in India. A
Hindu priest was in the crowd
becoming very restless. He suddenly
sprang to his feet and pleaded with
the missionary to stop. When the
preacher inquired as to why, the
Hindu admitted that they had no
one like the crucified Christ in the
Hindu religion and he was afraid the
people would forsake their Hindu
temples and follow Jesus.

Peter's sermon not only con
tained the emotion of the cross, but
also the powerful and indisputable
evidence of the resurrection of
Christ from the grave (v.24) and His
glorious exaltation to the right hand
of God (vs.33-35). In fact his entire
sermon was centered around Christ.
When Paul came to Corinth he said
he was "determined to know nothing
among you, save Jesus Christ and
him crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2). The
gospel cannot be preached without
having Christ at its very center.
Faithful preaching must exalt
Christ.

IT WAS A SCRIPTURE-
FILLED SERMON. Peter quoted
Scriptures and applied them proper
ly. He quoted Joel 2:28-32 and from
it proved that what they were
observing was the fulfillment of that
prophecy (Acts 2:14-21). He quoted
Psalms 16:8-11 and 110:1 to prove
these prophecies referred to the res
urrection of Christ and His exalta
tion into heaven (Acts 2:25-36).
Many today are preaching very elo
quent sermons with wonderful illus-
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trations but very few Bible refer
ences. It reminds me of the woman
that went to the preacher after his
sermon, shook his hand and said
"you needed a sermon with your
illustrations!" Although well placed
illustrations are needed and can be
powerful and interesting, we must
remember that unless we quote the
Scriptures, we are taking away the
convicting power from our sermons.
Peter did not simply, refer to these
Scriptures, but quoted them word
for word, and it was the word of
God that convicted the 3,000 Jews to
repent and be baptized (Act 2:38-42).
When Jesus was tempted in the
wilderness he defeated Satan by
accurately quoting Scripture (Matt.
4:4,6,10). In the early church many
Jews were wanting to go back into
the old covenant and Paul settled
the argument once and for all by
quoting and applying the scripture.
He said in Galatians 4:30, "Neverthe
less what saith the scripture? Cast
out the bond woman and her son: for
the son of the bond woman shall not
be heir with the son of the free
woman." As New Testament Chris
tians who love the word of God, dis
putes can be settled with a "never
theless what saith the scripture?"

When Scripture is read in ser
mons it needs to be the very word
of God that is quoted. Preachers
must not read from a paraphrased
version of the Bible or from a version
that follows the concept of "Thought
Inspiration." Only accurate versions,
presenting word for word transla
tion, should ever be used in the pul
pit. In Matthew 22:32 Christ quoted
Exodus 3:6 which says: "I am the
God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God ofJacob? God is
not the God of the dead, but of the
living."In this argument he used the
tense of a verb to prove that Abra
ham, Isaac and Jacob were still liv
ing. By this powerful argument
Christ silenced the Sadducees who
did not believe in life after death and
the resurrection of the dead. Every
word and every syllable of the Bible
is verbally inspired; and, if the mes
sage is going to convict and teach
accurately, then our sermons need to
be Scripture filled messages like
Peter's on the day of Pentecost.

FT WAS A CLEAR AND LOGI
CAL SERMON. Notice the logical
arguments that Peter used to prove

a point. In verse 15 he proved that
the disciples were not drunk because
it was "the third hour of the day." In
verses 22-23 he presented undeni
able and logical evidence to convince
his hearers that Jesus was the
Christ. In verse 29 his simple appli
cation to Scripture proved beyond
doubt that Christ, not David, was
the one spoken of by the prophet.
Our preaching must be clear, pre
senting arguments that hearers can
understand. Speculation should
never be a part of preaching. Long
words and fancy philosophical argu
ments should be avoided. The Lord's
pulpit needs sermons that will con
vict the gainsayer and silence the
mouths of speculators and false
teachers. We must "Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good" (1
Thess 5*21)

if WAS A HEART-CONVICT
ING AND LIFE-CHANGING
SERMON. Acts 2:37 says, "Now
when they heard this, they were
pricked in their heart, and said
unto Peter and to the rest ofthe apos
tles, Men and brethren, what shall
we do?" Thayer's Lexicon says this
means "They were smitten in the
heart with poignant sorrow." Unfor
tunately, there is sometimes a ten
dency today to have sermons simply
aimed at making people "feel good
about themselves." It is said that

preaching about specific sins is too
negative and will only turn people
off. Although we must edify the
righteous in our preaching, we must
also convict the sinners. The purpose
of the Holy Spirit coming was to
bring the message of truth that
would "reprove the world of sin,
righteousness and judgment" (John
16:8). There are many like those in
Jeremiah's time who were crying
"Peace, peace; when there is no
peace" (Jer. 6:13-14).

Before Peter baptized the peni
tent believers on the day of Pente
cost we must remember that he
spent some time with them talking
about sin and its consequences: "And
with many other words did he testify
and exhort, saying, Save yourselves
from this untoward generation" (Acts
2:40). We do not have the "many
other words" of Peter recorded here,
but by reading through Acts and see
ing what was taught on other occa
sions we have a good idea of what he
said. About 3,000 repentant souls

Seek The Old Paths - March 1996

responded to the gospel and were
baptized that day. However we can
have little doubt that there were
many like the rich man who went
away sorrowful because they were
not willing to surrender worldly pur
suits that were hindering their fol
lowing Jesus (Matt 19:22). Also,
there could have been many like the
Jews in Acts 7:54 who "gnashed on
him (Stephen) with their teeth," and
like Felix who trembled at the

preaching of "righteousness, tem
perance, and judgment to come"
(Acts 24:24-25). The aim of gospel
preaching is to convict hearts,
change lives and edify hearers who
have good and honest hearts. If peo
ple reject the message of Christ, it is
their fault, not the preacher's. But if
sin and righteousness are not clearly
taught it is the preacher's fault
(Ezekiel 3:17-21).

IT WAS A MOTIVATING

SERMON WITH AN INVITA

TION. "Then Peter said unto them,
Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost"
(Acts 2:38). After giving the terms of
pardon, Peter then urges the people
to obey (v.38-40). It is becoming
more and more prevalent for the
invitation to be left off sermons, yet
how can we expect a genuine
response of sinners without it? An
invitation, clearly giving the condi
tions of pardon, should be a part of
every sermon. Although most of the
listening audience may be faithful
Christians, there may be someone
who needs to obey the gospel or
repent of sins. Also, young children
who constantly hear it will more eas
ily come to obedience when they
reach the age of accountability
because they are continually admon
ished to repent and be baptized.

The first gospel sermon was a
great and powerful lesson that con
victed the hearts and brought about
the baptism of about 3,000 souls. We
must take a lesson from Peter so
that we too can convict souls
through the preaching of the gospel.

32 King St., Bellerive
Tasmania, Australia 7018
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Still The Most Critical Problem
Bill Jackson, deceased

The question is often asked,
"What is the most critical prob
lem facing the church today?"

The answers are varied and often
given in keeping with that particular
man's interest and concern, and for
all the answers, all of them play a
part in today's time of discontent,
unrest and turmoil. And, when we
state that which is to us the MOST
critical problem, we know that some
may disagree. Still, the answer we
would give is this: THE LACK OF
QUALIFIED, SCRIPTURAL AND
FUNCTIONING ELDERS! We know
this problem then aggravates some
of the others; indeed, were it not for
this problem, some of the others
could not have been given birth, or
would have been "nipped in the
bud."

Where did we go wrong regard
ing the eldership? Certainly the
Scriptures furnish us unto every
good work (2 Tim. 3:16,17), and the
point is clear that the Scriptures
then furnish us completely unto the
organization of the church and the
functioning of those within that
organization. The list of qualifica
tions, set forth in First Timothy 3
and Titus 1, with other passages
relating to the eldership, lets us
know the spiritual qualities to be in
the men thus to be appointed. And,
there is no shortage of material in
the New Testament regarding the
work that is given the elders, with
such words as "oversee...feed...take

care oL.watch for souls..." making it
very clear. In looking over all that is
said in the New Testament regard
ing the eldership, we see no lack, nor
would we expect to find such, since
the Scriptures completely furnish
us! Looking at all that God has pro
vided, is it not clear that men have
chosen to ignore what the Word
says, and have proceeded by their
own devices?

It has been disappointing
through the years, in seeing how
some brethren have approached the
matter of appointing elders, with
thoughts of spirituality set aside
while men are selected by some
other rule. It has also been disap

pointing that, while there must be
the desire of the man to serve (1
Tim. 3:1) before he can be appointed,
some who have the desire and are
most anxious to be appointed have
again and again given little thought
to the work as being spiritual in
nature. One other disappointment
has been in seeing men appointed,
and then they have little concept of
what an elder is to be and do, and
other than having meetings to see to
the finances of the church, do little
else. Perhaps a summary statement
here would be that too often money
is the prime consideration, and souls
are forgotten!

It must be admitted that in
some instances we have a problem
when we really have not appointed
the wrong men. There is a problem
because the men appointed have not
grown. And, growth is expected...it
must be! One newly appointed as an
elder, for all spirituality and all wis
dom, is still newly an elder, not hav
ing so served before. He will have to
apply, to work, to study, to labor, to
continue to be what God expects him
to be, and to function as an elder
whom God can bless! It should be
clear that one cannot so insulate
himself with concern for a congrega
tion of people, that he knows nothing
of problems, errors, apostasies, and
threats to the faith that must be just
beyond his doorstep. We live in a

mobile time, and sin and Satan
always have been. How could I be a
guardian, shepherd, and protector of
the flock, and yet have no concern
for the forest fires raging out of con
trol all around me, and knowing that
at any moment some of those sparks
may land and ignite right where I
am?

Ours is a most hurtful time. A
perilous time, Paul would say (2
Tim. 3:1). Many things of spiritual
import are hurting: many things are
lacking; and many things are being
perverted. Our need for QUALI
FIED, SPIRITUAL, and FUNC
TIONING elders, I think, heads the
list of things we truly need, and
which things we must have if we're
to be the people of God. We speak of
"adhering to the pattern," and we
must, but shall we default in this
aspect ofthe pattern?

11th Annual

Seek The Old Paths

Lectureship
July 28-August1,1996

The Seven Churches ofAsia
East Corinth Church of Christ

34 men, 36 lessons
RV hook-ups available. Limited housing in

members homes also available. Book available.

E-mail:

jorobin@edubbs.tsei.k12.ms.us

4th Annual
"Labourers Together With God" Lectureship

Sept. 15-19,1996
24 Lessons on Stewardship

Northwest Florida School of Biblical Studies
Ensley Church of Christ

57 E Hannah Circle / Pensacola, FL 32534
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"A friend recently gave me a
copy of S.T.O.P. I enjoyed
reading it. I would like to be
added to your mailing list.
There seems to be so much
published declaring change

• is needed just for the sake
of change without regard to
what the scriptures autho
rize. We must continually
be on guard to teach sound

doctrine. May God richly bless you as you defend the truth" ...Mary
Lawrence, Fayetteville, GA. "A good brother in the Lord's church
passed on to me your publication S.T.O.P. My heart rejoiced when I
read the publication, "Why I Left The Independent Christian Church"
by Dan Goddard. To see the honesty in this man's heart when he real
ized he was in error. Oh! that others like him could have this kind of
heart. Please put me on your mailing list" ...Diana Taylor, McVeigh,
KY. "Enjoyed reading the November issue very much. Look forward to
your next issue" ...David Dozier, Culleoka, TN. "Thank you for send
ing me S.T.O.P. It has been a real blessing to me and my wife. Keep
up the good work" ...Stanley Davis, Michigan City, IN. "I read every
word in S.T.O.P. It is the very best I have found, I know for sure. I
get others, but no equal. May God bless you there. I'm glad so many
get the paper" ...W.H. Dell, Tupelo, MS. "Keep up the good work"
...Thomas Robinson, McKenzie, TN. "I enjoy the magazine greatly"
...Hardie Logan, Alsip, IL. "Keep up the good work. S.T.O.P. has been
so much help for us here in Jackson, Tennessee" ...Jackson, TN. "I
have had the chance, on a number of occasions, to read your publica
tion S.T.O.P. I have never gotten around to having my name placed
on your mailing list. I would appreciate it if you would do so. Keep up
the fine work you are doing, and thank the elders of the East Corinth
Church of Christ for making this publication possible" ...Dave Smith,
Cobden, IL. "We appreciate your stand for the truth as seen in
S.T.O.P." ...Bronson Ostic, Jerome, ID. "I receive your paper and
appreciate it so very much and your stand for the truth" ...Mrs. Ben
Parker, Jacksonville, FL. "I saw one of your Old Paths and enjoyed it
very much. Please add me to your mailing list. I enjoyall literature on
the true church" ...Mrs. Buford Powell, Fosterville, TN. "I appreciate
the Old Paths. Keep up the good work. I appreciate your great stand
for tho truth" ...Bennie Whitehead, Abilene, TX. "It is a wonderful pub
lication and we thank you for doing a wonderful job for the Lord"
...Sandra Mannion, Lecanto, FL. "I am writing in hopes that you will
include me on your mailing list for S.T.O.P. I was visiting my uncle in
Vancouver, Washington, and read through your publication. My hus
band and I have been turned off in the past by a variety of "brother
hood tabloids" but felt that your purpose and direction were different"
...Aft. Vernon, WA. "We continue to enjoy the S.T.O.P. publication. We
encourage you to continue your efforts in this good work" ...Pleasant
View Church of Christ, Woodbury, TN. "I look forward to your next
paper. I am uplifted every time I read it for your firm stand for truth"
...David Dozier, Culleoka, TN. "The publication S.T.O.P. was dis
played at the 1995 Georgia Mission Forum. I would like to receive
this publication based on the content of the two issues I now have"
...RichardFeltner, Thomson, GA "Just a small donation to help with
the mailing of S.T.O.P. My wife and I both enjoy this publication.
Keep up the good work" ...Joseph Britt, Baxter, TN. "S.T.O.P. is so
greatly appreciated! There is so much liberalism and outright false
hood being taught in "our" pulpits and schools and we pray that you
will be always vigilant for many years to come in focusing the light on
these people" ...Idaho. "Thank you for your very interesting paper
that teaches the truth" ...Don Tate, Ferriday, LA. "Please take me off
your mailing list. I have read your publication, since it was first sent
to me. Although I do believe we should communicate with each oth
ers, as Christians, I do not care for the way you SLAM others. I do not
feel you use any type of Christian love in your biased bashing of
everyone who thinks differently than you. I am ashamed to have your
paper in my house. I do not know whogaveyou my name, but please
lose it" ...Harvey Douglas Shelton, Tyler, TX. [NOTE: It is interesting
how some people express that we are kind in our approach to expos
ing error while others despise it. But, when is it ever pleasant to
expose error? How nice were the words of John the Baptist when he
said, "O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the
wrath to come"(Matt. 3:7). How sweet was Stephen when he said, "Ye
stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist
the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye" (Acts 7:51). One need
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only read Matthew 23 to find how candid Jesus was with the scribes
and Pharisees —Editor.] "Still enjoy reading your paper every month.
Thank you very much" ...John Chelette, Mamou, LA. "I continue to
appreciate the paper and regret to see where someone requests that
you stop sending it to them. It would be great if it was not necessary
to publish some of the articles, warning of the error being taught, but
Satan will continue to work as long as man is here. I would like to
have extra copies of the Dec/95 issue. Do you send bundles to congre
gations?" ...Lenard Hogan, Hornbeak, TN. [NOTE: We try to keep a
supply of back issues available. Also, we do send bundles to congrega
tions. These are done in multiples of 8 per packet. You can request 8,
16, 32, etc. on a monthly basis.] "Thanks so much for such a wonder
ful paper. This paper is very encouraging to Christians and keeps us
up on why so many other churches are following Satan's path. We
must keep on guard and stay with Bible scripture" ...Oscar & Wilma
Danielson, Wewoka, OK "I just happened to come across a couple of
copies and would like very much to receive it each month" ...Ray
Shup, Hamburg, IL. "I thoroughly enjoy S.T.O.P. very much" ...Leon
Jobe, Madison, TN. "Thanks for a great publication" ...Milton Math
ers, Richmond, VA "I enjoy S.T.O.P. very much, especially during the
time of ultra liberalism that we are living in today. Continue the good
work and God will continue to bless you" ...Myron Morris, Elba, AL.
"Keep up the good work. Your publication is superb!" ...Donald Lay
man, Moulton, AL. "S.T.O.P. is a very good paper. Keep up the good
work. We need some transplanted Christians in this location. Please
pray for us" ...Ronald Keever, Kennewick, WA. "Continue contending
for the faith through S.T.O.P." ...John M. Brown,Magnolia,AR. "It is
a great paper. Keep up the good work" ...Ricky Clark, Liberty, SC. "I
appreciate S.T.O.P. and the stand you take for New Testament
Truth. Continue to "fight the good fight of faith" ...John Taber,
Greeneville, TN. "Please remove my name from your mailing list"
...Ross Mitchell, Opp, AL.

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the East Corinth
Church of Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is
mailed FREE upon request. Its primary purpose and goal in publi
cation can be found inJude 3; II Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:13;Titus 2:1;
II Peter 1:12. All mail received may be published unless other
wise noted. Articles are also welcomed.

Editor: Garland M. Robinson

Associate Editor Jimmy Bates
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