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"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)
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IRRESISTIBLE TEMPTATIONS

Al things considered, perhaps there has
never been a nore tenpting offer to sin
than that which Joseph encountered in the
book of GCenesis. There we read how
Joseph was sold into slavery by his
brot hers and how he cane into the service
of an Egyptian officer, Potiphar, and

becane over seer of his master’s
househol d. Because of Joseph, the Lord
blessed all that was in the officer’s
house and in his fields. However ,

Potiphar’s wfe soon noticed what a
“goodly person, and well-favored” man
Joseph was. She proposed that he “/ie”
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with her. At this point |et us specul ate
what an irresistible tenptation this nust
have been for the young man. Since he
was far from honme and really had no
reason to think he would ever see his
famly again, surely he could get away
with this sin. This married wonman who
was meki ng these advances on hi mwoul d no
doubt keep this a secret. So he had her
protection against discovery. Si nce
Joseph was overseer of the household, he
would also have a legitimte reason for
being inside the house while all the
other slaves were working in the fields.
And if she accidentally becane pregnant,
she coul d easily say the baby bel onged to
her husband. So what did Joseph do with
this seemngly “irresistible tenptation?”
W are told he “fled, and got him out.”
(Gen. 39:12)

Joseph teaches us a very good |esson.
Soneday there wll be tenptations that
cone our way and those tenptations may

| ook pretty “irresistible” to us. Ve
m ght ponder, “Hey, | could probably do
this and not get caught.” W mght say
to ourselves, “There’s no way | can avoid
this one.” But if we really think about
it, there is always a way of escape. The
problemis in finding it. “There hath no

tenptation taken you but such as is
common to nan: but God is faithful, who
wi /| not suffer you to be tenpted above
that ye are able;, but wll wth the
tenptation also make a way to escape,
that ye nay be able to bear it.” (1 Cor.
10: 13)

If we truly want to live the Christian
life, we will find that way of escape
W mght have to do |ike Joseph and turn
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around and imediately flee from it
al t oget her. Renmenber, Cod provided
Joseph a door which led out of the house.
He will |ikew se give us opportunities to
“hightail it.” As Janes put it, yielding
to tenptations wll result in spiritual
deat h. “But every nan is tenpted, when
he is drawn away of his own |[ust and
enti ced. Then when [ust hath concei ved,
It bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it
I's finished, bringeth forth death.” (Jas.
1: 14, 15)

James also reveals tells us that God does
not tenpt man but God does allow us to be
enticed by Satan. This is God' s way of
testing our faith to see if it is strong
and pure and sincere. “Wherein ye
greatly rejoice, though now for a season,
If need be, ye are in heaviness through
mani fol d tenptations: That the trial of
your faith, being nuch nore precious than
of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, mght be found unto
praise and honor and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet.
1:6,7) Fire is used to nmanufacture and
mold and test gold. That sanme fire also
purifies the netal. Yet our faith is
nmore precious than gold, so inagine how
much purer our faith beconmes when it
passes the test of tenptation!

Another reason why we are sonetines
subject to “irresistible” tenptations is

to devel op our patience. “My brethren,
count it all joy when ye fall into divers
t enpt ati ons; Knowing this, that the

trying of your faith worketh patience.”
(Jas. 1:2,3) Wen the way is rough, it
sinply takes nore patience to reach our
goal s.
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THE HARVESTER is a monthly publication intended to
encourage all men everywhere to become laborers

into God’s harvest (Luke 10:2). This paper 1is
mailed free of charge to anyone who wishes to
receive 1it. Please submit name, address and all

correspondence to:
Ray McManus
301 Varden Hill Road
Birmingham, AL 35214-1947
Phone: (205) 791-1399

How does one resist tenptations? First

of all, trust in the Lord. W nust have
faith that He will provide those avenues
of escape. “The Lord knoweth how to

del i ver the godly person out of
tenptations, and to reserve the unjust
unto the day of judgnent to be punished.”
(2 Pet. 2:9) Next, obey all of God s

conmandnents. |If we keep H's word, then
He will keep us from being overcone by
tenptations. “Because thou hast kept the

word of ny patience, | also will keep
thee from the hour of tenptation, which
shall conme upon all the world, to try
them that dwell wupon the earth.” (Rev.
3:10)

Let us al so consider the good advice that
Christ gave to Peter. “Watch and pray,
that ye enter not into tenptation: the
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh
Is weak.” (Matt. 26:41) Notice that
Christ is not directing Peter to pray to
Cod that no tenptation come before him
but that he mght have the strength NOT
to be overcone by the enticenment in which
he m ght be involved with. Too often we
pray for God to renove the nountain
i nstead of asking for H's support to help
us scale the hill.
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When Joseph was tested, he found the way
of escape. Today, as we face one trial
after another, we also should strive to
find the way out of trouble. Let’s not
yield to tenptation and give the excuse
that there was no possible way out. Ve
have an exanple of a man who faced every
tenptati on known to nanki nd, yet He found
the way of escape to every one of them
“For we have not a high priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmties;, but was in all points
tenpted |i ke as we are, yet w thout sin.”
(Heb. 4:15) Jesus did all this in the
formof flesh just to show us that it can

be done. Are we up to the challenge?
Think of the great reward that awaits us
if we do succeed. “Blessed is the nman

t hat endureth tenptation: for when he is
tried, he shall receive the crown of
life, which the Lord hath promsed to
them that love him” (Jas. 1:12) May
God bless us all in our efforts to
overcome that “irresistible tenptation”
to sin so that we may obtain that crown
of life.

RAY McMANUS

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

1.Wo asked God, “Am | ny brother’s
keeper ?”

2. According to Deuteronony, when a nan
married, how | ong was he to stay hone?

3. Wiat does God call friendship with the
wor | d?
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4. Nane one of the three rewards prom sed
Dani el by Bel shazzar for interpreting the
si gn?

5. Wo was the father of Peter and
Andr ew?

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH . ..
and renenber |ast nonth' s questions?

1. Wiat nane was given a child neaning,
“Because | have asked him of the Lord”?
SAMJEL (1 Sam 1:20)

2. In what direction did Ezekiel see the
cloud that contained the vision from CGod?
NORTH (Eze. 1:4)

3. Wio placed all things under Christ’s
feet? A&D (Eph. 1:22)

4. For whose sake does Peter say one
shoul d obey the laws of the |and? FOR
THE LORD S SAKE (1 Pet. 2:13)

5. What priestly garnent was designed to
cover the heart? THE BREASTPI ECE OF
JUDGVENT ( Exo. 28:30)

JUMP

After the long day at work in his cubicle
the young nman sinply wanted to go hone,
relax, and prepare for his next day at
wor k. As he nmade his way toward the
el evator, he heard screamng and saw
bl ack snoke and flanes billow ng out of
t he hal | way. Panic gripped him as a
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succession of thoughts flew through his
mnd, I’mon the sixth floor. [1'Il never
make it down. [I'mgoing to die!

What he considered to be his only escape
-- the hallway -- was engulfed in flanes
and inpossible to navigate. As his mnd
continued to race, he heard fire engines
and renenbered that the office was |ine
with tall wndows all across his floor.
He coughed and staggered to the w ndows
in hope of a swift rescue. |Instead, when
he | ooked down he could see nothing but a
curtain of snmoke covering the area.

Through the snoke and fl anmes, he realized
that a crowd had gathered and along wth
the firenmen everyone was yelling, “Junp!”
“Junp!” The young man felt a cloud of
fear envelop him COver a |oudspeaker he
heard the voice of what he assuned to be

a fireman, “The only way you'll survive
is if you junp. W' ve spread out a
safety net. You'll be perfectly safe.”

As the crowd continued to yell, the young
man realized he didn't have the courage
to make the leap without being able to
see the net. Hs feet were cenented to
the fl oor.

Then, over the | oudspeaker cane the voice
of his dad, “lIt’'s okay son, you can
junp.” As the famliar voice reached the
young man, he felt the grip of fear lift.
The trust and Ilove that had been
establ i shed between dad and son gave him
the courage to junp safely down into the
net .

Do we know and trust our heavenly
Father’s love that nmuch?
-- copied --



COSPEL WMIERTINGS

DATES PLACE & TIME

April
3-5

April
3-5

April
5-10

April
5-11

April
6-10

April
12 - 17

April
13- 17

April
24 - 26

April 27-
- May 1
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78 78 78

Antioch Church
Livingston, TN

Owens Road Church
Prattville, AL

West Broad St.. Church
Wedowee, AL

Jigger, LA
Oak Grove Church
Pulaski Co., KY

New Bethel Church
Cullman, AL

Blanchester, OH

Pleasant Ridge Church
Woodbury, TN

Clover Hill Church
near Tompkinsville, KY
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PREACH THE WORD;
be instant in season, out of season;
REPROVE, REBUKE, EXHORT

with all longsuffering and doctrine.

SPEAKER

James McDonald
(Woodbury, TN)

Sam Dick
(Cave City, KY)

Jim Pritchard
(Shawnee, OK)

Wilbur Bass
(Auburn, AL)

James McDonald
(Woodbury, TN)

Sam Dick
(Cave City, KY)

James McDonald
(Woodbury, TN)

Wilbur Bass
(Auburn, AL)

James McDonald
(Woodbury, TN)
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(2 Timothy 4:2)
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