
In hope of helping some to see the
matter more clearly, I am point-
ing out some of the things wrong

with the Denominational System.
DDeennoommiinnaattiioonnaalliissmm FFoosstteerrss

CCoonnffuussiioonn aanndd DDiivviissiioonn.. There
was no more confusion at the plain of
Shinar (Gen. 11) when God con-
founded the language of man than
there is today in the realm of reli-
gion. The sincere seeker of the truth
knows not whom to trust to guide
him aright. Hundreds of religious
groups propose to teach the truth of
God and yet no two of them are in
agreement. If one man were to teach
all these conflicting doctrines, he
would be judged inconsistent, per-
haps dishonest. But if one hundred
men teach one hundred conflicting
doctrines, denominationalism
endorses it and sees no wrong in it.

If you ask what to do to be saved,
you will get about as many different
and conflicting answers as there are
religious bodies in the community.
Certainly the Lord is not the author
of such confusion (I Cor. 14:33). If you
inquire as to the right way to wor-
ship and serve the Lord, no two
denominations will answer your
question alike. Has the Lord been so
indefinite that people are justified in
being confused about these matters?
Or, may we do whatever we please to
be saved and worship in whatever
manner we choose? The Lord has
clearly taught us His will on these
matters and man has spread confu-
sion and division and continues to do
so by disregarding the will of God

and doing as he pleases. This confu-
sion not only destroys those involved
in it, but keeps many others from try-
ing to serve the Lord because they
are discouraged in their efforts to
learn the truth.

DDeennoommiinnaattiioonnaalliissmm EExxaallttss
NNaammeess aanndd HHuummaann WWiissddoomm..
Being of human origin, we would
expect denominationalism to exalt
that which is human above that
which is divine. God’s ways are not
man’s ways. Jesus had difficulty get-
ting his apostles to understand that
human names and ambitions stood
for nothing in His kingdom (Matt.
20:20-28). Names and titles signify-
ing rank mean much in human sys-
tems. There are many high-sounding
titles denoting the rank of various
officials in the Roman Catholic
Church before we reach the blasphe-
mous title of pope or universal father,
a title which Jesus positively forbids
any to wear (Matt. 23:9). Denomina-
tionalism, springing out of Catholi-
cism, has imitated Rome in the wear-
ing of titles. The denominations exalt
human names in many instances by
wearing the name of men instead of
the name of the Lord. Baptists wear
the name of John, the forerunner of
Jesus, rather than the name of
Christ, the builder and Lord of the
church. Lutherans wear the name of
their founder in preference to the
name of the Lord.

The wisdom of men is obvious in
denominational systems. Men are
not satisfied with the simple organi-
zation of the church as Jesus gave it

through the apostles, so they set
about to perfect an organization
which they say is essential in our
present generation. When they are
asked to give authority for something
they teach or practice, they admit
they have no scriptural authority,
but they see nothing wrong with it
and think that surely God will not
object. Obviously they are not satis-
fied with the simplicity that is in
Christ, and their love of “show” leads
them to put on elaborate displays in
the field of exhibitionism.

Some denominations actually
think they have to compete with the
theater in these matters to hold their
crowds. Just now there is a great
move on to hold the young people.
Youth movements are being born
every few weeks. Entertainment and
recreation are the watchwords.
Worldliness, lasciviousness, sobriety,
self-control, hell-fire and damnation
for the wicked and heaven for the
faithful are rare and all but unknown
terms in such movements. Paul’s ser-
mon to Felix (Acts 24:25) would scat-
ter them like a hunter scatters a
covey of quail. And brethren, bitten
by this bug of human wisdom, have
been advocating that it is the busi-
ness of the church to furnish and fol-
low these denominational footprints.
Of course they do not have any scrip-
ture to quote in their defense, but
they can tell you the church is going
to lose all of it’s young people to the
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JEHOVAH IS FALSELY ACCUSED

2:17: “Ye have wearied the LORD
with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein
have we wearied him? When ye say,
Every one that doeth evil is good in the
sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in
them; or, Where is the God of judg-
ment?” 

3:14: “Ye have said, It is vain to
serve God: and what profit is it that we
have kept his ordinance, and that we
have walked mournfully before the
LORD of hosts?”

The people argued that God
blessed the wicked. Since He did not
punish them according to man’s time-
table, they ignorantly surmised “evil is
good in the sight of the Lord.” They
thought it was useless to serve God.

Man is so ignorant to accuse God of
anything. What gives man the right to
pass judgment upon God — to tell Him
what is right and what is wrong? Job
found this out in a very humbling way.
Notice what we read in Job 38, “the
LORD answered Job out of the whirl-
wind, and said, Who is this that dark-
eneth counsel by words without knowl-
edge? Gird up now thy loins like a man;
for I will demand of thee, and answer
thou me. Where wast thou when I laid
the foundations of the earth? declare, if
thou hast understanding.” This contin-
ues throughout the next few chapters
in Job. God is great. God is good. How
dare man be so presumptuous to call
God into question.

Man doesn’t know or see the larger
picture. We don’t know God’s overall
scheme or plan. All we know is what is
revealed to us (cf. Deut. 29:29). We
must act upon God’s written word for
that is all we have to go on. We must
understand “the Lord is not slack con-
cerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-
ward, not willing that any should per-
ish, but that all should come to repen-
tance” (II Peter 3:9). We must allow God
to do what pleases Him, not us. If, and
when, God allows the wicked to live
while the innocent and faithful die,

what is that to us? Why would we ques-
tion that? God knows all. He can han-
dle the affairs of the whole universe.
Second Peter 3:15 says, “And account
that the longsuffering of our Lord is sal-
vation....” Every day God allows the
world to stand and the wicked to sur-
vive, is another day they have to learn
the truth and repent of their sins. This
is an example of God’s love, His mercy,
not His delight or joy of evil. We must
do right and live right ourselves and
allow God to take care of His own busi-
ness.

Malachi revealed that God would
send the one whom they seek. He would
be preceded by a messenger (John the
Baptist) who would prepare the way
before Him (3:1; cf. Isa. 40:3; Matt. 3:3;
Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4). This messenger
would come as or like Elijah the
prophet (Mal. 4:5-6). The Lord quotes
this passage and makes clear to all that
it foretells of John the Baptist (Matt.
11:10-14; Mark 9:11-13; Luke 1:5-17,76;
7:24-30; John 1:6-8).

When the Messiah comes, he will
separate the chaff from the wheat
(Matt. 3:12; Luke 3:17). He will be as a
refiner and purifier of silver (Mal. 3:3).
He will be a “witness against the sorcer-
ers, ...adulterers, ...false swearers,
...those that oppress the hireling in his
wages, the widow, and the fatherless,
and that turn aside the stranger from
his right...” (Mal. 3:5). God would take
care of dispensing punishment and
judgment in His own good time.

GOD DEMANDS OBEDIENCE

3:7: “Even from the days of your
fathers ye are gone away from mine
ordinances, and have not kept them.
Return unto me, and I will return unto
you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye
said, Wherein shall we return?” 

God has always desired and
demanded obedience to His Word. He
has never changed in this regard. This
is the way it has always been. Though
God requires sacrifice, it must be in
obedience — in accordance to His word.

This was true during the days of the
prophet Samuel. “And Samuel said,
Hath the LORD as great delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold,
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams” (I Sam.
15:22). The same thing is true today.
Jesus said, “Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heav-
en. Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name? and in thy name have cast
out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? And then will I pro-
fess unto them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt.
7:21-23).

Many hold with disdain and dis-
gust the idea that obedience to com-
mands (rules) has any merit with God.
But, from the above, we clearly see they
are wrong. One does not love God
unless he OBEYS His rules. “For tthhiiss
iiss tthhee lloovvee ooff GGoodd,, tthhaatt wwee kkeeeepp hhiiss
ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss:: and his command-
ments are not grievous” (I John 5:3).

No one can claim he “knows” the
Lord without obedience to His com-
mands. “And hereby we do kknnooww that
we know him, iiff wwee kkeeeepp hhiiss ccoomm--
mmaannddmmeennttss.. He that saith, I know
him, and keepeth not his command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in
him. But whoso keepeth his word, in
him verily is the love of God perfected:
hereby know we that we are in him” (I
John 2:3-5).

ROBBING GOD

3:8: “Will a man rob God? Yet ye
have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein
have we robbed thee? In tithes and offer-
ings.” 

It is unbelievable, unthinkable, but
people rob God. They rob Him of money,
time, service, faithfulness. God issues a
challenge for them to give. “Bring ye all
the tithes into the storehouse, that there
may be meat in mine house, and prove
me now herewith, saith the LORD of
hosts, if I will not open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to
receive it” (Mal. 3:10).

I once had a good brother in the
Lord reveal to me and lament the fact
of the many years he wasted and
robbed God before he became a Christ-
ian. He wished he had the time to go

2 Seek The Old Paths – January 2005

LESSONS FROM MALACHI #2
Garland M. Robinson 



back and correct it. He would have
become a Christian years before he did.
But that time is gone. It cannot be
relived.

Remember how the rich man in
hades lifted up his eyes in torment and
desired relief of his suffering (Luke
16:23)? He learned it was too late for
himself, so he sought desperately to
warn his brothers because he knew
they were headed to the same place.
They could not be warned from beyond
the grave. However, they were being
warned, even then, by God’s divine,
inspired, Word. Every human being on
the face of the earth is being warned
today by God’s living inspired Word.
Why won’t they listen? Why won’t they
take heed? Why do they continue to rob
God of that which He is due?

The church is authorized to take up
a collection every first day of the week.
Therefore, Christians are commanded
to give on this day as they have been
prospered (I Cor. 16:1-2). Our giving is
to be done purposefully, cheerfully and
not grudgingly (II Cor. 9:6-7). We give
unto the Lord, not man.

Will we rob God of that which He is
due? Are you robbing Him?

PRECIOUS FELLOWSHIP

3:16: “Then they that feared the
LORD spake often one to another: and
the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and
a book of remembrance was written
before him for them that feared the
LORD, and that thought upon his
name.”

There was a remnant in Malachi’s
day that were faithful. They had not
given up on the Lord. They continued to
worship and serve Him as He directed.
They were in the minority, but they
were faithful, loyal, steadfast, dedicat-
ed, devoted. They maintained the prop-
er respect and reverence for God. They
took delight in their fellowship one with
another. They often would speak about
and think about His high and holy
name. 

The faithful in the first century
enjoyed fellowship one with another.
“And they continued stedfastly in the
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in prayers. ...
And all that believed were together, and
had all things common; ... And they,
continuing daily with one accord in the
temple, and breaking bread from house
to house, did eat their meat with glad-
ness and singleness of heart, Praising

God, and having favour with all the
people. And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved”
(Acts 2:42,44,46,47).

Faithful servants of God today do
the same thing. Though we live in this
world, we do not become a part of the
world in all its wickedness. We are like
those in Ephesus to whom the Lord
said, “I know thy works, and thy labour,
and thy patience, and how thou canst
not bear them which are evil: and thou
hast tried them which say they are apos-
tles, and are not, and hast found them
liars: And hast borne, and hast
patience, and for my name’s sake hast
laboured, and hast not fainted” (Rev.
2:2-3).

What joy it is to be among those of
“like precious faith” (cf. II Peter 1:1).
You don’t have to worry about what you
will hear — no dirty jokes and foul
mouths here! You don’t have to worry
about getting stabbed in the back — no
cheating, lying, stealing among the
faithful. We can relax, be ourselves,
knowing we are among the best people
in the whole wide world.

Among the saints of God we have
joy, peace, love, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, meekness and
self control (Gal. 5:22-23). We have the
peace that passeth all understanding
(Phil. 4:7). We are among brethren who
are praying for us (Heb. 13:18), desiring
that we abound more and more (Phil.
1:9; I Thess. 4:1). Here are people who
are not looking to promote themselves,
but that others might be blessed (Phil.
2:4).

Oh, how precious indeed! Wouldn’t
we love it to be so with the whole world?
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if those among
the denominations would come to such
knowledge and obedience? Don’t we
even desire our enemies to repent and
receive forgiveness (Matt. 5:44; Luke
6:35)? If they only knew. If they would
only soften their heart, learn the truth
and obey it before it’s too late.

CONCLUSION

Malachi was a great prophet of the
Old Testament era. In fact, he was the
last of the prophets before the coming of
the Messiah. There would be a long dry
spell of inspired prophets. It would be
400 years before John the baptizer
would arise and fulfill the prophecy of
Malachi 3:2 in preparing the way of the
Lord.

One of the great lessons of Malachi

is that God’s promises and blessings are
conditional. That is, God does not indis-
criminately bless his people when they
totally disregard his commandments.
Man must keep his end of the bargain.
When he does so, God will keep His
end.

In order to be saved from sins, one
must meet the conditions laid out by
God. One must OBEY God to be saved.
This involves:

1) HHEEAARRIINNGG.. Faith comes by
hearing God’s holy Word (Rom. 10:17).
It’s impossible to please God without
faith (Heb. 11:6). Cornelius was told he
had to HEAR the Word of God in order
to be saved (Acts 11:14).

2) BBEELLIIEEVVIINNGG.. The Word of God
must be believed (II Tim. 3:16-17; II
Peter 1:3). One must likewise have
FFAAIITTHH in Jesus as the Christ, the Mes-
siah, the Savior, and that he is the only
begotten Son of God (John 3:16; 8:24).
One must believe that he died, was
buried and rose again from the dead (I
Cor. 15:1-4). Unless we believe in Jesus,
we will die in our sins (John 8:24).
Without faith, it is impossible to please
God (Heb. 11:6).

3) RREEPPEENNTTAANNCCEE.. God com-
mands all men everywhere to repent of
their sins (Acts 17:30). Repentance
involves a change of the mind, the will,
and results in a change of life. Without
repentance, there is no forgiveness of
sins (Acts 2:38; 3:19; Luke 13:3,5).

4) CCOONNFFEESSSSIIOONN.. Confession of
faith in Jesus as the Son of God is
essential to being saved (Rom. 10:9-10;
Matt. 10:32-33). The man from
Ethiopia was told he could be baptized
if he would first confess Christ (Acts
8:37). Confession is no good in any
other name but Jesus (Acts 4:12).

5) WWAATTEERR BBAAPPTTIISSMM.. Immersion
into water puts one into Christ (Rom.
6:3; Gal. 3:27). Salvation is only found
in Christ (II Tim. 2:10). One’s sins are
washed away at baptism (Acts 22:16;
Rom. 6:6,17-18). Baptism saves us (I
Peter 3:21). Baptism is the new birth,
without which no one will enter heaven
(John 3:3,5).

6) FFAAIITTHHFFUULLNNEESSSS.. Continued
faithfulness to God and His Word is
essential. All of our past obedience will
be to no avail if we forfeit it in rebellion
to God. Only those who continue stead-
fast in the Lord will be saved (I Cor.
15:58; Rev. 2:10; Matt. 24:13).

What about YOU? Are you a Chris-
tian? Are you faithful? Are you abound-
ing in the work of the Lord?
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Most of the new doctrines of
the liberal element in the
Lord’s church come from

what they call the NEW hermeneu-
tic. Hermeneutics is defined as “the
science of interpretation.” In a practi-
cal way it refers to the work of inter-
preting, understanding, and apply-
ing whatever is being interpreted.
When one says he has a NEW
HERMENEUTIC, he is saying he
has arrived at a NEW WAY of inter-
preting, understanding, and apply-
ing the Bible. This becomes very cru-
cial when we realize this subject
directly affects what we will do in the
name of religion.

The source of this liberal concept
has come from some among us of the
higher academic community. By this
I mean particularly those who have
achieved their masters and doctorate
degrees from the very liberal denom-
inational universities. Worse yet,
many of these liberals are professors
in some of our “Christian” colleges
and universities. Here, they can
undermine the sound doctrine and
strong faith of our young people.
These young people, in turn, settle in
congregations around the country,
and many immediately begin to
influence the congregation with their
liberal new hermeneutic.

Briefly stated, here are some of
the arguments proposed by the New
Hermeneutic.

These liberals argue there is NO
“pattern” to be found in the Bible that
Christians must follow. They reason
that the Bible is a “love letter,” not a
“constitution” or “body of law.” This
approach allows them to drastically
change their past views on many
things.

Most teach that we must broad-
en the role of women, including lead-
ing prayer, leading singing, serving
at the Lord’s table, etc. Most are now
teaching the Bible does not forbid the
use of mechanical instruments in the
worship service. Most are now teach-

ing we need to be in fellowship with
members of denominations. In fact,
some are teaching that the Lord’s
church as we know it is just another
denomination. All of them are teach-
ing that the Lord’s church must
change. This is why they term them-
selves as “change agents.” Lynn
Anderson wrote a book titled “Navi-
gating the Winds of Change” or “How
to Manage Change in the Church.” In
this book, Anderson teaches how to
manipulate a church into changing.
He even shows how to make changes
in very subtle ways so the brethren
either won’t recognize the changes or
so they won’t get too up-set. He
warns the “change agent” to be ready
to “back off” when resistance comes;
then, after things have settled down,
to subtly go to work again. The sur-
prising thing is that Anderson took
these tactics from a book on how to
convert people to communism.

The idea of a “pattern” is accord-
ing to Bible instruction. Moses was
instructed to follow a pattern, “Who
serve unto the example and shadow of
heavenly things, as Moses was
admonished of God when he was
about to make the tabernacle: for, See,
saith he, that thou make all things
according to the ppaatttteerrnn showed to
thee in the mount” (Heb. 8:5).

Those who are saved in Christ
have obeyed a pattern, “But God be
thanked, that ye were the servants of
sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart
that ffoorrmm (“pattern” ASV) of doctrine
which was delivered you” (Rom.
6:17). Paul showed Himself a pat-
tern, “Howbeit for this cause I
obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus
Christ might show forth all longsuf-
fering, for a ppaatttteerrnn to them which
should hereafter believe on him to life
everlasting” (I Tim. 1:16).

Why are these “change agents”
afraid of a “pattern?” Because a spe-
cific pattern (or way) of doing some-
thing will not allow them to make
their additions or subtractions from

the word of God.
These same people argue that

the “silence” of the scriptures allow
whatever they choose to add because
“the Bible doesn’t forbid it.” They use
this argument to justify the use of
the mechanical instrument in wor-
ship.

They will not admit that what
proves a “little” proves too “much.”
For example, if “silence” does not for-
bid an action, then we can add
incense to worship, we can use corn-
bread and milk on the Lord’s table,
our preachers can wear priestly gar-
ments, the list goes on and on.

When speaking of the priesthood
under the Mosaic law, we find that
ONLY those of the tribe of Levi could
serve as priests, and ONLY those
who descended from Aaron could
hold the office of High Priest. The
Hebrew writer uses the argument of
“silence” to prove that Christ could
not be a priest on earth since he was
from the tribe of Judah. “For it is evi-
dent that our Lord sprang out of
Judah; of which tribe Moses ssppaakkee
nnootthhiinngg concerning priesthood”
(Heb. 7:14). The Bible’s silence on for-
bidding those of other tribes serving
as priests is shown powerfully in this
verse. The silence of the Scriptures
does not allow whatever we want to
do. In Hebrews 7:12 it is argued that
since the priesthood had changed
from Levi to Judah, there had to also
be a change of the law, because, by
“silence,” the Law of Moses forbade
anyone outside the tribe of Levi to be
a priest.

Just because God does not specif-
ically forbid something does not
mean that God allows any additions
to what He has specifically ordered.

The New Hermeneutic is but
another ploy of Satan to entice men
to leave the word of God for a prim-
rose path into apostasy.

120 Stegall Rd.
Shady Valley, TN 37688

THE NEW HERMENEUTIC
John D. Cotham 

The source of this liberal concept has come from some among
us of the higher academic community. 
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No more awful picture of sin
“gone to seed” is painted than
that which the Holy Spirit

unveils in Genesis 19. A reading of
this chapter will leave one with a sick
feeling about the potential evil that
can consume men’s hearts. What a
warning it is for man today.

There is a fierce battle being
waged today between right and
wrong. Every nation (Prov. 14:34),
family (Deut. 4:40), church of Christ
(Jude 3), and individual (James 4:7)
on this earth is fighting it! The battle
went poorly in Sodom and Gomorrah
in the days of Lot. Abraham stood
before God, as recorded in Genesis
18, and pleaded with God to spare
the city if he could find ten righteous
souls. God said, “I will not destroy it
for ten’s sake” (Gen. 18:32). Appar-
ently, there were not even ten in the
entire valley. Moses later recalls,
“The overthrow of Sodom, and
Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim,
which the Lord overthrew in his
anger, and in his wrath” (Deut.
29:23). The wickedness of that place
and time is so notorious that it is
remembered yet today (Jude 7).

Throughout the New Testament,
Christ and others use Sodom figura-
tively to represent wickedness in this
world. Truly, many valuable lessons
are to be learned today about the
consequences of letting this world get
too great a hold upon the heart as
Sodom did Lot’s family. Not only did
Lot’s family live in Sodom, Sodom
lived in Lot’s family. That was the
problem. Notice what followed this
tragic state.

When Sodom lived in Lot’s fami-
ly, rreessppeecctt ffoorr ppaarreennttss ddeecclliinneedd
(Gen. 19:14). After the angels told
Lot that Sodom was about to be
destroyed, Lot went to warn his
daughters’ husbands. It is immedi-
ately apparent that they were nei-
ther spiritually-minded, nor did they
hold righteous Lot in too high a
regard! They did not take the elder
Lot seriously. In a matter of hours,
consequently, they were among those
consumed with fire. If they had prop-
erly honored him, they might have
been spared.

When the world lives in one’s
heart today, respect for parents
declines. They cannot tell that one
anything. Their advice is perceived
as a “joke.” So often, by the time one
believes his parents’ counsel, it is too
late and a life has been wrecked by
folly. God warns against such disre-
spect for one’s parents. Under Moses’
Law there was a provision for the
death penalty where such behavior
by children occurred (Lev. 20:9).
Even under Christ’s Law there is a
warning for children to honor their
parents (Eph. 6:1-3). It is apparent
when the world is in one’s family,
because the children hold the par-
ents in contempt rather than with
respect.

When Sodom lived in Lot’s fami-
ly, tthheerree wwaass aa rreelluuccttaannccee ttoo fflleeee
eevviill (Gen. 19:15,16). The angels lit-
erally had to lead Lot and his family
out of Sodom by the hand (v.16). Do
not forget that what they left back
there was wanton homosexuality,
sadistic behavior, and total unright-
eousness. Despite that, they could
not bring themselves to leave.

Today, Christians are told to flee
the evil of this world, to flee fornica-
tion (I Cor. 6:18), idolatry (I Cor.
10:14), the love of money (I Tim. 6:10-
11), and youthful lusts (II Tim. 2:2).
In summation, he is to flee worldli-
ness (James 4:4). This concept is one
that Christians might think only
those in the world need. Yet, New
Testament writers are telling Chris-
tians to get the world out of them.

Too many are reluctant to dis-
tance themselves from activities and
associations clearly evil! When one
leaves the world and gets on the safe
ground of salvation, he should never
forget what it is he is leaving behind
— condemnation (Rom. 8:1), the road
to everlasting punishment (Matt.
25:46), and the misery and conse-
quences of sin (Gal. 6:7). One is not
thinking in his right mind who keeps
the world in his heart, longing for the
harmful things he has left behind.
One day this world will be destroyed
(II Peter 3:10,11). All those in and out
of the church reluctant to leave evil
will suffer!

When Sodom lived in Lot’s fami-
ly, ffeeaarr rreeiiggnneedd iinn tthhee ppllaaccee ooff
ffaaiitthh (Gen. 19:17-22). The angel
specifically told Lot that he would be
safe up in the mountains, but he was,
incredibly, too afraid! He was so
influenced by the sinful society of
Sodom that he was conditioned to be
afraid. That is the effect the world
can have on the backsliding Christ-
ian. It offers no solace or peace of
mind. The world encourages and
breeds fear. Contrast that with what
God offers. Through Paul, he admon-
ishes, “Be strong in the Lord...” (Eph.
6:10).

The faithful Christian has no
reason to fear any threat of this
world (Matt. 10:28). Jesus told His
disciples not to let their hearts be
troubled (John 14:1). The faithful
Christian also has no reason to fear
the Judgment (II Thess. 1:7). How
perfectly clear John makes this in
First John 4:17,18, that the faithful
“May have boldness in the day of
Judgment....” 

If one is not living right, his fears
are justified. If he does not repent,
his worst fears will one day be real-
ized. But that fear should be used as
a motivation to repent. It should not
be allowed to conquer and defeat the
wayward.

When Sodom lived in Lot’s fami-
ly, aa ddeeaaddllyy yyeeaarrnniinngg ffoorr tthhee
eeaarrtthhllyy wwaass ssttrroonnggeerr tthhaann tthhee
wwiillll ttoo oobbeeyy GGoodd (Gen. 19:26). This
powerful lesson was learned by Lot’s
wife in a most graphic way. God told
Lot’s family not to look back at the
wicked city, but Lot’s wife was too
enamored with it. Her glance back-
ward was fatal. A study of Genesis
13:9-11 shows that it was the pursuit
of worldliness that got them in trou-
ble in the first place. Through the eye
of sight rather than faith, Lot chose
what “looked better” (cf. II Cor. 5:7).
And through the eye of lust, Lot’s
wife wanted just one more look. It
was one look too many.

With grim recall, Jesus simply
says, “remember Lot’s wife” (Luke
17:32). Likewise, today, when true
worship loses its excitement and
appeal, remember Lot’s wife. When

WHEN SODOM LIVED IN LOT’S FAMILY
Neal Pollard 
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sinful activity seems too good to be
true, remember Lot’s wife. When the
lure of the world becomes a tempta-
tion to quit the church, remember
Lot’s wife. When envy strikes
because of a neighbor who has it all
but the Lord, remember Lot’s wife. If
and when one’s desire for the things
of this earth are stronger than one’s
will to obey God, be careful (cf. I John
2:15-17).

When Sodom lived in Lot’s fami-
ly, SSooddoomm’’ss iimmmmoorraalliittyy hhaadd ttaakkeenn
rroooott iinn tthheeiirr aaccttiioonnss (Gen. 19:30-
38). Unfortunately, the problems of
Sodom were not completely removed
even after its destruction. Sodom was
still very much in the hearts of Lot’s
daughters. They had regular contact
with the citizens of Sodom, and its
influence rubbed off on them (cf. I
Cor. 15:33). In such a spiritual condi-
tion, they did the unthinkable with
their own father. They were blind to

the common sense and wisdom later
recorded by Solomon, who wrote,
“Can a man take fire in his bosom,
and his clothes not be burned? Can
one go upon hot coals, and his feet not
be burned” (Prov. 6:27,28)? They had
played with the fire of Sodom and it
seared their hearts.

May no one think that such can-
not happen to him today. One cannot
drink from the waters of religious
error and not be effected. One cannot
feed his mind on the garbage of this
world without consequence. One can-
not go where Satan is and escape his
influence. It is the old adage, “Sit
down with dogs; rise up with fleas.”

One may think he can surround
himself with evil and not be effected.
But look at Lot’s daughters, and
what the Sodom in them produced. It
was with them as with God’s people
centuries later, of whom Hosea
bleakly commented, “For they have

sown the wind, and they shall reap
the whirlwind” (Hosea 8:7). Lot’s
descendants would become a plague
on the descendants of Abraham.
What a warning that is to Christians
today!

It was not a sin for Lot and his
family to live in Sodom. But look at
the devastation that occurred
because Sodom was in them. Jesus
said something interesting in his
prayer to the Father in John 17:15
when He pled, “I pray not that thou
shouldest take them out of the world,
but that thou shouldest keep them
from the evil.” 

Do not think it necessary, or
good, to pack up, move to the moun-
tains, and live like a hermit. As long
as Christians live, they have to be in
the world! But they must never let
this world get in them! 

6856 Cold Harbor Rd.
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

TRUTH FOR THE WORLD
www.tftw.org

Truth For The World is a
multi-media mission work of
the Duluth Church of Christ,

3239 Highway 120, Duluth, Geor-
gia 30096. It is supported by
Duluth and several sister congre-
gations along with many individu-
als. It has a full time staff of nine
who work directly under the elders
of the Duluth congregation.

Truth For The World uses sev-
eral aspects of the modern media
in an effort to make the whole
Gospel known to the whole world.
One, fifteen and thirty minute
radio programs are heard weekly
on several AM-FM stations in the
United States and by shortwave on
every continent in the world. Our
potential listening audience
exceeds one half billion souls. Thir-
ty minute weekly television pro-
grams are aired in the US, Nigeria
and the Philippines. Don Blackwell
and Jim Dearman are the speakers
on the English programs. John
Grubb and a preacher in Taiwan do

the Chinese programs. Phillip
Gray is the speaker on the Spanish
programs. Dave Komisak is our
full time technician in broadcast-
ing.

Truth For The World has its
own well-equipped printing facility.
More than one million tracts are
printed and distributed annually.
Hundreds of thousands of Bible
correspondence courses, lesson
booklets and other Gospel materi-
als are also produced each year. R.
F. Knox, Jr. serves as our full time
printer.

In the 13 year history of Truth
For The World, more than 650,000
have enrolled in our six Bible cor-
respondence courses. More than
one hundred thousand new stu-
dents enroll each year. A quarterly
Gospel magazine is also produced
and forty-five thousand are sent
into 181 nations on a regular basis.
Rod Rutherford has severed as edi-
tor and writer of the printed mate-
rials for the past 13 years. Jimmie

B. Hill is in charge of the Bible cor-
respondence courses. More than
600 teachers world-wide work
under his direction.

Websites are maintained in
both English and Chinese. An
Indonesian site is being planned.
William Howard is in charge of our
internet work. Visit us at
www.tftw.org.

Nearly ten thousand have been
baptized or restored in the past
thirteen years and 161 new congre-
gations have been established. We
are currently reaching into 181
nations with the Gospel. Our goal
is to reach every soul in every
nation. We need your prayers and
financial help.

For further information, please
contact: Truth for the World at the
address below.

Rod Rutherford
PO Box 5048

Duluth, GA 30096-0065, USA
Phone: 770-622-1525
Email: info@tftw.org

www.pioneeerpreachers.com (click on the LISTEN button)
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denominations where they can be
entertained. 

DDeennoommiinnaattiioonnaalliissmm PPuuttss OOnnee
BBeeyyoonndd TThhee RReeaacchh OOff TThhee BBlloooodd
OOff CChhrriisstt.. It is a serious charge to
say that denominationalism puts one
beyond the reach of the blood of
Christ, but such is a necessary con-
clusion from the Scriptures. It is the
claim of denominationalism that one
becomes a child of God and then may
join the denomination of his choice. If
we grant that a child of God joins a
denomination, I am ready to prove
that that child of God has taken a
step in the dark and has placed him
beyond the reach of the blood of
Christ to purify and save him. The
Scriptures teach, “If we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fel-
lowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus His Son cleanseth us
from all sins” (I John 1:7). From this
we learn that the blood of Jesus
cleanses us only if we walk in the
light. If we walk in the dark, his
blood will not cleanse us. The light in
which we walk is the teaching of
Christ, God’s word through Christ —
see Psalm 119:105; Prov. 6:23. Paul
speaks of the unsaved whom Satan
has blinded that the light of the
Gospel of Christ should not shine
upon them (II Cor. 4:3-6). To walk in
the light of the Gospel of Christ is to
do what the Gospel teaches. When
one does something the Gospel does
not teach, that one is walking in
darkness, and the blood of Christ will
not reach him as long as he chooses
to walk in darkness.

Becoming a member of a denom-
ination is something the Gospel of
Christ does not teach. No apostle was
ever a member of any denomination.
No apostle ever taught men to
become members of any denomina-
tion. One cannot become a member of
a denomination by doing what the
Lord teaches. One must do some-
thing not taught in the Bible to
become a member of any denomina-
tion. When one takes a step in the
dark, he places himself beyond the
reach of the blood of Christ. Denomi-
national preachers talk much about
salvation through the blood of Christ,
yet there is not a drop of blood in any
denomination. The blood of the

Passover lamb did not cover all of
Egypt. The blood of Christ does not
cover denominationalism; it covers
only those who walk in the light of
God’s word. When people go beyond
the light to walk in the darkness of
human wisdom, they forfeit their
right to the saving power of the blood
of Christ.

DDeennoommiinnaattiioonnaalliissmm RRoobbss
OOnnee OOff GGoodd’’ss FFeelllloowwsshhiipp.. II John
1:9, “Whosoever transgresseth, and
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son.” Since Christ
does not teach us to become members
of some denomination, it follows that
one must go beyond his teaching in
order to become a member of one.
John says when we go beyond the
teaching of Christ, we have not God,
that is, we forfeit the fellowship of
God. God will not be the one who
walks in darkness. I John 1:5-6,
“This then is the message which we
have heard of him, and declare unto
you, that God is light, and in him is
no darkness at all. If we say that we
have fellowship with him, and walk
in darkness, we lie, and do not the
truth.” Remember that in becoming a
member of a denomination, one must
take a step in the darkness, for he is
going beyond the light of God’s word.
But when one steps into the dark-
ness, he leaves God. For God will not,
cannot, take a step in the darkness.
John makes a serious charge here in
saying that those who walk in dark-
ness, but still claim to have fellow-
ship with God, tell a lie. Walking, liv-
ing, in denominationalism is walking
in darkness because such a course of
action is not taught in God’s word
which is the light in which we must
walk. Therefore, all who live in
denominationalism are walking in
darkness. If they claim to have fel-
lowship with God, and certainly they
do make such a claim, John says they
“lie, and do not the truth.” These
truths should rock denominational-
ism to its very foundation, and I
believe they would if Gospel preach-
ers would press them unrelentingly,
and if church members would back
them up in such preaching. It is no
uncommon thing for church mem-
bers to apologize to their denomina-
tional friends for such preaching
from the pulpit. Denominationalism
is an enemy, a deadly enemy, and

there should not be, must not be, any
compromise. The people involved are
not our enemies, but the system in
which they are entangled is an
enemy. We should love people, but
hate the denominational system. We
should save the people, but hate the
system. We should love the people,
but destroy the system. In fact, the
only way we can save the people is to
destroy the denominational system.

29511 Bock St
Garden City, MI 48135 

SSiinnss ooff DDeennoommiinnaattiioonnaalliissmm……
(Continued from page 1)

CONTRIBUTIONS
Midland Church of Christ,

Midland, MI ..................................$50
Judy Reece (in memory of

Andy Reece).................................$300
Jim & Peggy Jones (in memory

of Andy Reece) ..............................$50
Anonymous........................................$100
Tony Pulliam .......................................$17
W. Joann Stutzman ............................$25
Ronald H. Allen...................................$30
Tommy G. Cope ...................................$30
Rodney L. Rhea...................................$25
Chuck & Nancy Verkist......................$25
Frank P. Allen......................................$50
Thelma J. Childress............................$25
Frankie Lou Bailey...........................$140
Bobby & Mary Lawrence....................$95
James D. Cox.....................................$100
Charles D. Johnson.............................$50
T. W. & Mary Meredith ......................$25
Anonymous ..........................................$40
Nilas O. Manley ................................$100
Meredith Thompson............................$50
Anonymous ..........................................$12
Dorothy Chism ....................................$40
Evans Church of Christ,

Evans, GA .....................................$35
John H. Brown ....................................$25
Anonymous........................................$375
Anonymous........................................$165
Cushing Church of Christ,

Cushing, OK .................................$35
Anonymous ..........................................$35
Saks Church of Christ,

Anniston, AL ...............................$100
Jim & Peggy Jones .............................$50
Ben Porter ...........................................$50
B. W. & Mary Terry ............................$25
Charles Hagerman..............................$20
Robert Price.......................................$200

Beginning Balance...................$ 5,457.86
Contributions........................2,494.00

Debits
Paper ..................................$ 1,280.00
Fix printer................................160.00
Postage ..................................1,451.24

Ending Balance........................$ 5,060.62

(Thanks SO MUCH for your continued
support)
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“Thanks so much for sending STOP.
I really enjoy reading and studying”
......RRooyy DDaahhllggrreenn,, PPiikkeevviillllee,, TTNN..
“Please remove from your mailing
list” ......DDaavvee && YYvvoonnnnee TTuucckkeerr,,
MMeerrnnaa,, NNEE.. “I am a Christian of 3
years. I just finished reading the
Jan/03 issue and its so informative
and true to New Testament Scrip-
ture” ......JJoohhnnnniiee MMaaee JJaacckkssoonn,,

MMoonnttiicceelllloo,, GGAA.. “May God bless you” ......KKeeiitthh PPllaayyeerr,, GGrraanniittee,, OOKK.. “I
love to read it although it makes me very sad to read articles like the
September article about the university. They are supposed to teach our
young people the truth and so many are being led astray. These are the
future church. May God bless us” ......JJaaccqquueelliinnee CChhaammbblliissss,, TThhiiddaa,,
AARR.. “We need more publications such as you have. Thank you so much”
......VVoonncciillllee HHiigghhttoowweerr,, LLiinnddssaayy,, OOKK.. “My friend and brother-in-Christ
shared his copy of STOP with me. I enjoyed it so much that I would love
to receive your sound publication which firmly defends the truth”
......QQuueeeenniiee EEpplliinngg,, SSttaannvviillllee,, KKYY.. “Thanks so much for STOP and the
stand for truth always exhibited, but right now the political situation is
such that your stand is much, much needed. Thanks so very much”
......LLuucciillllee KKrraannttzz,, AAsshhllaanndd CCiittyy,, TTNN.. “I signed up my father a few
years ago and he really enjoys reading the paper. I know it helps him in
his own personal study and in his preparation for devotionals” ......JJaammeess
HHaayynneess,, JJrr.. MMaabbaannkk,, TTXX.. “Please cancel the subscription for Clint
Grinder, Hohenwald, Tn. He passed away in May but thank you so much
for sending those out. I really enjoy mine and read it cover to cover.
About a year ago the church we attended decided to sway into the new
liberal ways so we had to move to a different congregation. It was very
hard and sometimes people are made to feel guilty for moving but your
paper kept reminding us of the truth we had always believed in. Thank
you again” ......CCaatthheeyy RRoobbeerrssoonn,, ddaauugghhtteerr ooff CClliinntt GGrriinnddeerr,, HHoohheenn--
wwaalldd,, TTNN.. “Please remove me from your mailing list” ......CClliiffffoorrdd GGlleennnn,,
WWaavveerrllyy,, TTNN.. “Thank You and keep fighting the good fight!” ......MMiikkee
SSuulllliivvaann,, WWiinnffiieelldd PPAA.. “I wish to thank you on behalf and for the Pow-
ell Grove church of Christ for the excellent publication you produce. I
have been a reader of your material for a number of years and have
found it true to God’s Word. We greatly appreciate your willingness to
send us a bundle for distribution and will place it in needed hands. It is
our intention also to send financial support to this good work. May God
bless you and the East End congregation for the work you are doing”
......LLllooyydd GGaallee,, LLeebbaannoonn,, TTNN.. “I want you to know that I thoroughly
enjoy your publication. I look forward to it, read it, and pass it on to
someone else. Thank you so much. Enclosed is a small check to help
some” ......VVaaddeeeenn MMccKKeeoowwnn,, MMiiddddlleettoonn,, TTNN.. “Keep up the good work”
......PPaauull CCuurrlleessss,, BBrraaddyyvviillllee,, TTNN.. “Hi could you please remove me from
the mailing list, please? ......TTaarraa BBeeddffoorrdd,, AArrlliinnggttoonn,, VVAA.. “Keep up the
good work. Please don’t recognize me as the giver of this money, it is the
Lord’s” ......NNaammee wwiitthhhheelldd.. “I appreciate receiving the publication. I
enjoy reading it very much. Please add me to your mailing list. Enclosed
is a check to help pay for the publishing and postage. Thank you”
......CChhaarrlleess WW.. BBuucckk,, GGoollddtthhwwaaiittee,, TTXX.. “We enjoy your paper. Keep
preaching the truth. Very good articles. To God be the glory” ......NNaammee
WWiitthhhheelldd.. “Your publication is as solid as a Rock. We read it from cover
to cover. It is a sound paper of the truth. All your articles are very help-
ful” ......RReebbaa MMiilllleerr,, PPlluummeerrvviillllee,, AARR.. “Please remove my name from
your mailing list. Thanks” ......PPhhiill CCrriiggggeerr,, RRuucckkeerrssvviillllee,, VVAA.. “I’m 87
years old and living with my daughter. I read her paper and really enjoy
it. You are doing a great job getting the paper out to so many people. I
love the truth of God’s Word. May you have many more years of faithful
service in the Lord” ......MMrrss.. WW.. EE.. PPeeddrroonn.. “May God bless you in your
work. I look forward to the monthly publication” ......MMrrss.. EEllssiiee WWeeaatthh--
eerrffoorrdd,, SSaallttiilllloo,, MMSS.. “Your paper is great. Keep up the good work”
......JJaammeess LL.. SShhaavveerr,, FFlliinntt,, MMII.. “Thank you for sending us your publi-
cation for many years. We look forward to your publication. Keep up the
good work. Here is some money to help with costs” ......CChhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt,,
VViieennnnaa,, IILL.. “Thanks so much for a good publication that is much need-
ed in the brotherhood today. May God bless your efforts” ......WWaayynnee &&
FFaayyee MMeeaaddoorr,, LLaaFFaayyeettttee,, TTNN.. “We don’t want STOP to go under.
Enclosed is a check. May God bless you and the church there” ......JJaammeess
WW.. BBeerrrryy,, MMoonnttggoommeerryy,, AALL.. “May I receive the sound and informative
“Seek The Old Paths” publication? May God richly bless your bold and
uncompromising stand for the truth” ......CChhrriiss SSmmiilleeyy,, PPiikkeevviillllee,, KKYY..
“We appreciate STOP. Please keep your good work up” ......HH.. BB.. GGaarrrrii--
ssoonn,, CCooookkeevviillllee,, TTNN.. “I really enjoy receiving it” ......RRuutthh MMccGGeeee,,
MMccMMiinnnnvviillllee,, TTNN.. “Thank you for sending STOP. May God continue to
bless your stand for truth” ......MMaauurriiccee BBrroowwnn,, CChhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt,,

RRoocckkffoorrdd,, IILL.. “Grace, peace, love be unto us in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ our Savior. God bless you, STOP members, for the wonder-
ful works you have done in the name of our Lord. Continue the good
work you have started and God will be always on your side” ......CCoorraazzoonn
SSaannttiiaaggoo,, LLooss AAnnggeellss,, CCAA.. “Please remove my name from your mail-
ing list” ......DDeeaann BBoonndd,, BBrrookkeenn BBooww,, OOKK.. “Thanks for all the hard
work you do and for the brethren at East End who support you! May God
bless your efforts! ......JJaakkee TTaafftt.. “I want you to know how much our con-
gregation appreciates your hard work” ......TThhaaddddeeuuss LLeeaatthheerrwwoooodd,,
LLeebbaannoonn,, TTNN.. “I have recently come to the knowledge of your publica-
tion. The two issues I have read were very satisfying with the biblical
stance you preach. More of the soundness you thus far project is much
needed in the church. Please add me to you distribution list” ......JJooee LL..
MMaarroonneeyy,, LLooggaannvviillllee,, GGAA.. “I have enclosed a check to help with the
publishing of STOP. The work that you are doing is important and much
appreciated by many” ......VV.. GGlleennnn MMccCCooyy,, YYoorrbbaa LLiinnddaa,, CCAA.. “Keep up
the good work” ......JJooAAnnnnee && LLooyydd WWaallddrroonn,, WWhhiittlleeyyvviillllee,, TTNN.. “May
God continue to bless each one who is working to publish” ......BBiillll HHaaiinn--
lliinnee,, FFlliinntt,, MMII.. “I would like to subscribe to STOP. Thank you”
......RRaacchheellll HHoowwaarrdd,, WWiillllooww SSpprriinnggss,, MMOO.. “Thanks so much for your
good work. I have been preaching and teaching for over thirty years.
Your publication is one of the best in our brotherhood. Again thank you
and may God bless you with many years of service like this” ......GGeerraalldd
HHaallee,, JJaacckkssoonnvviillllee,, AARR.. “Please remove me from your mailing list”
......MMiikkee MMiittcchheellll,, FFaaiirrbbaannkkss,, AAKK.. “Just a note to say we really enjoy
STOP. The brotherhood needs more publications such as this. We have
been married for 63 years and have been blessed beyond measure. May
God bless your work” ......HHaarroolldd && BBrruuttoonn WWoooodd,, PPuudduuccaahh,, KKYY..
“Thanks for all your hard work” ......LLaarrrryy && MMaarryy AAnnnn MMaarrttiinn,,
MMuulleesshhooee,, TTXX.. “I continually enjoy the paper and am happy to do this
bit to help out. I pass mine on after reading so that others can benefit.
Hope all is well with you all. Thanks” ......JJeeaannnneettee PPeeeekk,, AAtthheennss,, AALL.. 

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the East End
Church of Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is mailed
FREE upon request. Its primary purpose and goal in publication can
be found in Jude 3; II Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:1; II Peter 1:12.
All mail received may be published unless otherwise noted. Articles
are also welcomed.

Editor: Garland M. Robinson
http://www.seektheoldpaths.org
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