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a gospel preacher to forgE.—

he has it. No academic degree

necessarily reflects Christ-

ian character. No theological

degree necessarily reflects a

preacher's knowledge of the

Word of God, his ability to

preach the gospel, or his
soundness in the faith. No

degree can add one cubit to

any man's spiritual stature

or his moral worth. When any

man uses his degree to

impress the brethren with his

spiritual attainments, either

he is ignorant, they are

ignorant, both are ignorant,

or else both simply do care

about what God's Word

teaches on spirituality. We

fear that in some instances

the latter is the case.

Some years ago I was asked

by an elder in a large church
in a Southern city to recom-

mend a preacher to work with

the church where he was an

elder. Before I could ask any

question he immediately

impressed me with this point:

They just had to obtain a man

with not less than a M. A.

degree. He said nothing about.

what kind of life the

preacher led of whether

he was sound in the faith,

but he must have a Master's

Decree. He explained that it
was a college town and many

of the people who would hear

the preacher would be college

personnel including many of

the highly educated profess-

or:. The brother was obsessed

with the idea of a preacher

possessing a degree. Appa-

rently he felt that the

degree would immediately

convert the whole college .o
Christ. I merely relate this

incident to suggest a state

of mind thaL prevails in some

quarters.
Attainment in certain

vocations and professions is

conditioned upon academic

achievement as this achieve-

ment is reflected in his

academic degrees and honors.

Medicine, law, engineering,

and other professional and
technical fields have certain

standards which must be met

for the aspirant to be

recognized and get ahead in

them. The church of Jesus

Christ, however, is not

one of these professional and

technical fields, and the

sooner preachers, elders, and

brethren generally learn this

lesson the better it will be

for the kingdom of God.

The power of God to save

the souls of men has be
deposited in the gospel (Rom.

1:16). Regardless of the

methods and manners Employed

no power will save the sinner

except. the gospel. The may be

well versed in all the

academic learning and wisdom

of men this world affords and

yet be a failure I n the

kingdom of God if he I- , ils 17,o

deliver that which the _.g.rd

has commissioned his

pies to preacher.

The language of inspir 9 tion

on this point i s appr :,T_)r l ate.

"Arid I, brethren, when I came
to you, came not with
excellency of :speech or Di

wisdom, declaring unt,2 you

the testimony of God. For I

determined not to know

anything among you. save

Jesus Christ, and him

crucified." (1 Cor 2:1,2)

"But God forbid that I should
glory, save in the cross of

our Lord Jesus Christ, by

whom the world is crucified
unto me, and I unto the
world" (Gal. 6:14). "For
after than in the wisdom of
God the world by wisdom knew
not God, it pleased God by
the foolishness of preaching
to save them that believe" (1
Cor. 1:21).
[Editor's Note: Brother
Cope will be with us in a

meeting June 9-15. This

good and timely article

from him needs serious

consideration by brethren

everywhere.]

Cora sclera t lc) s
Scrupl es

It was one of those

so-called "modern" churches

with recreation center,

gymnasium, television lounge,

kitchen, banquet hall, and
an inexhaustible program of

picnics, skating parties,
ping pang, bowling and ball

games. The week-day atten-

dance a as but Sunday

attendare was sagging.

seems that many had con-
scientous scruples against

going to places of amusement.

the Lurd's Day!
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Preac1 rs E.nd Declrees

James R. Cope

PHCe'ntly a 'oung prc,ac'her•
said l o me, "I am going ahead

and get, in  degree." The

backgrrurid of' this statement.

caused me to a°sk. "Wh,y do you

want a degree?
-
 He replied,

'Because it ,eem n to' me that

if will be a ver„ shout. t. 11111)

iu nt. il a preacher' will be

fc,rced t o ha :e degree to be

used by the
y
 churches',.

I do not want t, o be
mutunlcrs.i.;:o i. I ,+rn in the

sch(Kd bus irims and have

been_ in c
s
ne form or another,

many years, Cod knows there

are torn man;; ignoramuses now

and I certainly have no

objection t o File against any

person's going ahead with

his edt.cc
c
at.ion. The situation

projected in the young man's
ntaterment., howe,'er, proirusms

a sad day Per churches or the

Lord. A degree within itsr'lf

is not wrong, and r i o premium

is to be placed on ai lack of

training. In rnoi,t instances

academic degrees reflect a

student'sf'ormal training and

i n man instances are an

irrdex to one's :abilities. At

least thin i s true along

certain lines and in certain

fields of endeavor. That

degrees amount toanything in

the kingdom of Cod. however,

T emphatically deny! The

obtaining of a degree for the

degree's sake or the having

of a degree because of the

prestige it may give the

preacher who possess one or a
dozen is placing the emphasis

in the wrong pl ace_ Such a
disposit:ion S'.iack;; at.
making a sheer "profession"
out (,C that, which should be
New Testament evangelism.
More than this, it re;ea1 a
state of mind which if'
Followed to its logical end
will result in nothing but a

'
.
cle.rgy system" pure and

sirnple. Still worse, this
I. at.  of mired indicates a

complete ignorance of' the

true mission of the preacher
and the real essence of the

religion of' Christ.
We know of no person who

objects to a preacher having
a degree if he wants one,
two, three, or all he can get
and pay For. But i t. seems to
us that when a degree is
obtained it is high time for
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THE RULER_ AND THE RULE D

God, who made man, knows
man and his needs, Hence, He
has ordained certain units
of society for the good of
man. If order is to prevail
in these units there must be
some kind of government.
There must be those who are
"in charge" - there must be
those willing to let others
be in charge. There are over
and under relationships.
In civil affairs, the unit

is a state of some kind. God
ordained civil powers to
rule or govern a civil unit
(Rom. 1 3:1 -5). He did not
ordain any specific form of
government (other than for
ancient Israel) - but did
ordain the power and commands
citizens to submit to it.
In domestic affairs, the

unit is the family. God
ordained that parents rule
over children. (Eph. 6:1).
The husband is over the
wife. (Eph. 5:22ff). Thus, a
family is ruled by a kind of
husband-wife board (a wife
has a role in the management'
of the house -- Tim. 5:14)
with the husband being the
chairman of the board!
In spiritaul affairs, the

unit is the local church.
Cod ordained elders to rule
over local churches. ,Acts
20:28)

The Ruled - Take Heed

It may well be that all
the talk human rights has
conditioned us to think that
each person has thr. :! right to
do his own thing - period.
(I am all fcr human rights,
when properly understoi„-A and
appThef , So, we he
attit ude that no one has
right to tell us what to Ic
about anything that. we ire
answerable i,rly _into -
selves and maybe to Sod.
If this aft tade

on In any unity ot
.staite, family :n
there is bcund ts• be tr , utt e
Anarchy Is not, far
will mean that .one need o

Edward 0. Bragwell, Sr.
abide by rules that are to
his liking and ignore all
others. After all, is he not
just as qualified to decide
what is right for him as
they are. Hence, every man
becomes his own ruler,
making his own rules.
So, a citizen thinking his

judgment is as good as those
in power decides what laws
he will obey or ignore. He
decides what taxes he will
pay. He decides who should
be arrested or executed. He
may get a gun and go into
the law and order business
on his own.
So, a youngster thinking

that his judgment is just as
good as his parents demands
equal say or more about when
and where he goes, what he
does, and with whom he does
it.
So, a novice in the church

thinking his ideas are as
wise as anyone's insists
that he have equal voice
with the elders. He is hurt
when he has to yield his
judgment to theirs. There
are other brethren, who by
reason of time should be far
beyond the novice stage,
that have a hard time
cringing themselves to
submit to anyone.
Those who should be ruled

by others must be aware that
they accountable to God
first Acts 5:29), then
', hose who rule over them -
in a state, a family, or a
congregation.
The Supreme Ruler gave His

word or law to govern man.
; o rule made by any man "I'. an

set His law aside
o g merit cannot eride

God's word.
However. there are things

=hat God has left up tc us
Decide in harmony wIth
s '41 .11. Some .of these

affect only , the AidLvijual
himself and sod - hence 'r;e
is.an is his own thing answ-r-
L ng , :; nly unto himself and
7: od. Some things have to do
it n collective units -

states, families and congre-
gations. If there is to be
harmony with common purpose
and direction some decisions
must be made on behalf of
the unit with all submitting
to the decision. There are
many forms of civil govern-
ment. God gave no particular
kind for all nations.
America is a democracy or
republic. It serves us well.
It is a majority rule system
and the minority must submit
to the majority unless the
law of the majority violates
the law of God.
However, in the families

and congregations, God in
his wisdom did not leave it
to us to decide the form of
government in these units.
The rule in the family or
the congregation is not by
the majority. In these units
God has provided for rule by
the more experienced and
mature people - parents in
the family and elders in the
church.
I am deeply concerned that

this principle is being
ignored by Christians. In
many "Christian homes"
wives will not submit to the
husband's judgment. Children
run the household rather
than parents.
In may congregations that

claim to be of Christ the
elders are mere figure-heads
who are "in office" to
satisfy the "technically"
f or scriptural(?) organiza-
tion. They are not allowed
to rule in any real sense of
the word. The real oversight
is often a preacher or other
brethren behind the scenes
(often not so far behind the
scenes) or even the majority
pressuring elders to do
their bidding. If elders do
not submit to their judgment
then it is quickly decided
that "we would be better off
without elders" so we can
ha'.'e an arrangement where

.REF
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'"In 1 Timothy `:.14, '7.n(=_:, R.7 :tightly translates the verb oikodespoteo by "rule the
household" nouse-I, the meaning being that of the management and direction
of household af • :tirs" Expository dictionary of New Testament Word, W. E. Vine. 
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everyone has equal voice -
even a 12_ or 13 year old who
has just been baptized! Or
some weak but strong-willed
brother, who could riot, meet
scriptural qualifications for
ruling, can in effect rule
the church.

Don't, we believe that God
knew what he was doing when
the put oversight of family
and congregational matters
into the hands of the
more mature people in these
units. Or, have we drunk so
deeply into the unruly
spirit of the age that
discourages buckling under to
anyone? Have we become so
influenced by democracy that
we think it must be best for
the family and church too?

The Ruled - Take Heed

Anyone who rules needs to
understand his position and
responsibility. He needs to
understand that there is no
power but that of Cod (Rom.
1 3:1 ; John 1 9:1 1 ; Dan 4). One
who rules is also subject to
rule more powerful than
his own.

There is but one Perfect
Ruler. All who rule need to
understand that their
judgment can be faulty. They
need to realize that even

those under their rule may
ha 3e ideas that are worth
listening to. They need to
understand the rule they have
by the will of God does not
preclude their seeking and/ or
accepting advice from others --
even from those in submission
to them.

Having a place of authorit.
does riot give one the right
to be self-willed (cf. Tit
1:7). The is nothing the
biblical idea of rule that.
demands an "ivory tower"
isolation from the needs and
concerns of' those who are
to be ruled — or that
immunizes one from just
criticism. In fact, the
concerns and needs or those
they oversee are to be ever,
on their heats.

It is a poor father who
decides matters affecting the
lives of the whole Family
without allowing an input,
from the family. Suppose one
decides to buy a new Tamil.;
car '60 payments out, of' the
old Family budget) without
discussing it with the
family. It would mean that
the wife may have to cut-, the
grocery bill. The sori may
have drop out: of college or
find another part-time job.
The daughter may have to give
up her piano lesson:,. So

what? He is he is head of
this house arid he wants a
car. He gets it. After, all
i t is a family car. He is
head of that family and he
does riot have to ask anybody
about the matter. That.
settles it. Now, really do
you think that, man is ruling
according to God's will?
There is a difference in
ruling and ruling well ". (cF.
1 Tim. 3:4). I may rule my
house -- as long as I have my
twenty gauge, but. I doubt
that it would be he kind of
rule that. would qualify me
For the eldership.

Puiirig at home is the
training ground for congre-
gational rule. High thanded
rule is neither right nor
workable at home or' in the
church. Elders are warned riot.
to lord it err the church.

1 Pet. 5:1- 8;. The y are,
t. hein ,el : es, accountable to
the Chief' Shepherd.

There is too much of a "tug
c , f' war" in many homes and
(congregations. It, is the
ruler versus the ruled rather
than ruler and the ruled_
Some ma;; be due to those who
rule not being able to rule
without. being over' bear'-
m g. Some may be due to an
i n;subor'dinate spirit in
those need i rig be ruled.
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