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and tntth. That is, the peace offered 
to the Jews was backed up by words 
that had been attested and found to 
be true. 

Ve ...... 31, 32, Tbe pUl'})08e 01 tbe 
letter was to confirm or establ1sh the 
annual feast of Purim. After the d~ 
cree had been pubUshed throughout 
the 127 provinces of the empire. the 
fact Wall written in the book. That 
means it- became a part of the official 
recorda. 8ucb &8 were kept by a1l great 
empires. 

ESTHER 10 
Verse 1. The land means the main 

body of the empire. The authority of 
Abasueru8 was 80 extensive that he 
put the islands under tbla trIbute or 
tax also. 

Verse 2. For comments on chronicle8 
see 1 XI. 14: 19. Sucb Important 
tranBactioDs as those about the Jews 
would certainly be made a part of the 
royal records. The reason for makIng 
this statement by the inspired writer. 
Is the tact that we are 1ntereated tn 
the biltory of Mordecai and his con
nection with the people of Peraia. 

Verse 3. Mordecai the Jew to(7.B nezt 
unto king Ah(l31terus. The book of 
Esther furnishes us with at least two 
important facta and lessons. It shows 
the complete destruction ot the de· 
Bcendants of the Amaleltites (Ch. 3: 1; 
7: 10; 9: 12), wblcb fulftlled tbe pre
diction made In Ex. 17: U. It gives 
also a clear example of the truth 
spoken by Jesu8, that, "whosoever ex
atteth himself shall be abased; and 
be tbat bumbletb blmsell sball be 
exalted." (Luke 14: 1L) 

JOB 1 
General remarks: I shall not at

tempt to discuss all the questions 
raised as to the exact date when Job 
Uved. Tbe "authorIUes" do not agree 
on tbe subject. but that Is not of 80 
much Importance to us. The main 
tbing to remem ber is that be was an 
actual person and not an imaginary 
one. In Ezk. 14: 14. 20 he Is named 
In connection wtth Noah and Daniel. 
and In the same sense. No one who 
accepts the Bible at all ever denies 
the actual personality of two of the 
men mentioned. and hence that of Job 
should be regarded In the same Ught. 
Strong's lexicon gives us the direct 
and simple deflniUon, "the patriarch 
famous for his patience." James re
fer. to blm (eb. 6: 11) lUI a real man, 

and we have no reason to consider 
him otherwise. 

As to his race or nationaltty I shall 
quote from Smith's Bible Dictionary 
8S follows: "Job. the patriarch. from 
whom one ot the books of the Old 
Testament Is named. His residence in 
the land of Uz marks him as belong· 
ing to a braneh of the Aramean race, 
which had settled in the lower part 
of Mesopotamia (probably to the south 
or aoutheast at Palestine, in Idumean 
[Edomtte) ArabIa). adjacent to the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans." According 
to this~ Job's blood was a mixture ot 
that trom Abraham and the other 
brancbes of people under the Patri
archal Dispensation. Other pointa of 
interest as to Job's place In the great 
Book of God., and the central Une at 
thought running through the book, 
will be noted as we pursue our study. 

Verse 1. The character of Job is 
the outstanding tact ot this veree. 
Perfect means be was completely right
eous before God, and teared or rever· 
enced blm. To eschete eVil means not 
only to refratn from dotng it but to 
shun or avoid it. 

Verse 2. The story will come back 
to tbls verse in the outcome. Let the 
reader take note ot the number and 
sex ot Job's children at this place. 

Verse 3. The narrative will come 
back also to this verse, so It will be 
well to mark it. 8ub8tarn.ce is from a 
word that Strong says means "IJve 
stock." HOlUehold. is trom ABUDDAH 
and Strong defines it, "somethIng 
wrought. 1. e. (concretely) service." 
It Is the word for "store of servants" 
In Gen. 26 : 14. So Job was blessed 
with a famUy of sons and daughters. 
a possession mUch prized In Biblical 
times; an abundance of various ani· 
mals, and many servants to wait upon 
him in the enjoyment of bis property. 

Verse 4. The sons would hold teasta 
in their houses, each taking hie turn 
to act as host to the others. To these 
feasts the sisters were invited. All of 
this indicates a united and thus a 
happy family. That was a condition 
to be considered as a great bleSSing, 
for not all families are thus congenial. 
While a parent would regret to loea a 
chUd, however unworthy or unpleas
ant in dispoSition, yet the loss of so 
agreeable a group of children would 
be felt the more keenly. 

Verse 6. It would be no surprIse It 
the SODS should commit some trespass 
In tbe COUI1!e 01 Ibe festivities, for-
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getting themselves In the enjoyment 
ot the OCcasiOD. On the mere pout. 
blUty of their doing BO, Job would go 
through with a service of Merldees in 
their behalf at the conclusion of each 
feast. The question naturally arisiIig 
18, what good would it do for one man 
to offer s8Crlflce for another? The 
answer Is In the fact that Job was a 
father in the Patriarchal DlspenB8.· 
UOD, in which the head of a house or 
!amUy group was prIest for the group. 
His acts, therefore, would be a benedt 
for the members of the group. We are 
told that "'Noah found grace In the 
eyeaof the Lord" (Gen. 6: 8). Noth· 
Ing i8 said about the Uves of the 80ns, 
because they were all1n the Patriarchal 
Dispensation. Hence the action of Job 
would benefit his 8OJlB. But we should 
note the devotional spirit of Job In 
that he did not wait until he was di· 
rectly called upon to atoDe for the 
sins of his BOns. It mav be was all 
the motive he needed for making the 
sacrifice. And nothing woul4 be lost 
even if no irregular conduet of bis 
SODs had been eommitted. Saerifices 
were always in order, whether defi· 
nitely needed or not, and It no act ot 
the sons had called for the service, 
the exercise would be accepted 88 a 
freew1Il offering. 

Verse 6. 80m of Ood are the same 
beings meant in Ch. 38: 7. They were 
not sons ot God as that term is used 
in the New Testament, or even in the 
Old Testament as pertaining to God's 
earthly servants. The next verse wlll 
show that the gathering referred to 
was not on earth, hence these were not 
human beings. Moffatt's version gives 
U8 "angels." We do not know what 
was the pUrpose of the meeting, other 
than to give the angels opportunity to 
present themselves in humble adora
!Jon betare their Lord and Creator. It 
would appear that God at various Umes 
permitted special gatherings in the 
celestial region. See an Instance in 
1 Ki. 22: 19·24. Neither do we know 
why Satan was suffered to be present 
at that gathering, except that it was 
a link in the chain of events which 
the Lord was forging for another of 
his great dramaa. We sbould not be 
disturbed over tbe Idea of the presence 
of satan in the region of the eternal 
life. Bear in mind that the judgment 
day has not come yet, and that certain 
conditions and actions may be toler· 
ated that will not be after the final 
day. Such an experience as that re· 
corded in 2 Cor. 12 wi1\ never Ulke 

place after the eternal settlement of 
things has occurred. And 10 for wise 
reasons the Lord Buttered Sate to be 
present in the solemn gathering. 

Verse 7. Whence come.t thou' means 
"from where have you come!" That 
indicates Satan had been In some 
place other than the one where this 
great assembly was being held. The an
swer stated that satan had come from 
... the earth. etc. This 18 what Proves 
that the gathering was not on earth 
and that the Ions of God were angelB. 

Verse 8. We may "read between the 
Hnes" wltbout speculating. We read 
(1 Pe. 6: 8) that the devil waik. about 
as a. roaring lion. So between the lines 
of this verse we can read that Satan 
had been going up and down In the 
earth, IIpying on the servants at Ood 
and hoping to get in one of hts darts 
of temptation. In such a. tour · he would 
10gica1\y meet up with Job. but fail 
to make any progress agatnst him; 
The Lord threw thil!l tact all a chal· 
lenge to Satan. 

Verses 9·11. Satan did not deny the 
Lord's c1alm about the righteoullness 
at Job. But, like many human beings, 
tried to "explain it away" by giving 
it a Questionable motive. To make it 
brief, be charged that Job's service to 
Ood was OD the basts of a bribe; tbat 
he was servtng the Lord purely from 
a selfish purpose, and that If his 
earthly possessions and Interests were 
taken tram him he would curse God. 

Verse 12. The Lord gave Satan the 
privl1ege of stripping Job ot every
thing he had outside of his body. Bven 
bad tbls special commission not been 
g iven to Satan, we know that he has 
at times manifested great power. In 
the universe there are three shades or 
degrees ot power; human, superhuman 
and infinite. Man has the ftr.!, God 
has the third. Between these extremes 
we have seen various limited degrees 
of power, sometimes manifested by 
men, sometimes by animals and somB-. 
times by the devlI. We should always 
bear in mind, however, that all power 
comes tram God, and tbat every crea
ture In the universe w1ll poSS6IJB just 
the amount at power that God aees ft.t 
to let him have. When the magicIans 
in Egypt failed at the plague of \Ice. 
they explained that it was because it 
was "the finger of God" that had 
brought that plague. That waa an 
admission that the superhuman acts 
which they bad pertormed were by the 
!'Ower or satan. And 110 we see saUln 
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riven the power to damage Job mlrac~ 
ulously, With restrlctlo .... 

Verla 13. There was nothing un~ 
usual 1n thla gathering at the home ot 
Job's oldest BOn. Verse -4 states that 
it was a practice tor them to gather 
in turDa for that purpose. For BOme 
reason not revealed to us, the devil 
chose 8uch an occasion tor carrylng 
out the program of destruction agatnst 
the family and property of Job. 

Ver .. H, 15. The destrUction was 
accompUehed In parte and through 
various agencies. The Arat calamity 
was the theft of the . beut. of service 
and the death of the servants who bad 
been working them. all 8:J:cept the one 
who eaea.ped to bear the news to Job. 
The BabeGfW were a people related to 
the Arabiall8. They were a wild-Uke 
clan and given to maktng raids Into 
the territory of others. This great mfs. 
fortune was reported to Job by the 
messenger who bad escaped. 

Verse 16. The fire 01 GQ(j meant only 
that It was a lupernatural fire. The 
messenger would not understand the 
situation and attributed it to GOd. The 
sheep and the lervants caring tor them 
were destroyed. by Ore, all except the 
one who was let escape to carry the 
news to Job. 

Verse 17. Made Ql't three banda 
means they divided them into three 
groupe among their force&. That wa.s 
good strategy and was done by others 
in times of urgency or dlltress. (Gen. 
32: 6-8; 2 Sam. 10: 9·11.) The Chal· 
deans were a strong race ot people re
siding In the Mesopotamian land .. 
They Btole the camels of Job and slew 
the men caring -for them, all except 
one allowed to escape to be the bearer 
of the neWB. 

Ver... 18, 19. The story of Job's 
misfortunes starts with the feast at 
his oldest son's house. It is remarkable 
that all of the events about the ani· 
mals and servants occurred whtle that 
feast was going on. They must ha.ve 
taken place In rapid succession, for 
according to V. 4 the feasts were of 
one day'a duration. The whole setup 
18 Interesting and shows a plan 80 
arranged as to grow with tension as 
It neared the climax. By aelectinc 8 
time when the eoDS and daughters 
were feasting, their attention would 
not be drawn to the destruction of the 
property so as to rush to the defense. 
Furthermore, by starting on the 8.Oi
mala and their caretakel1l, the less 
valuable of Job'. property would be 
lost flrlt. Of course, the loss ot even 

such assets would ordinarlly be calcu
lated to arouse the owner's anxiety. 
Then, just after the tenSion had been 
drawn almost to the breaking point, 
here> came the flnal blow. the destruc
tion of his children. He certainly can
not stand such a heavy stroke. Surely. 
Satan will be the winner In sueh a 
conteet. 

Verse 20. But Satan was doomed to 
disappointment on this occasion. Job 
arose and rent his mantle. That was 
an estabUahed custom in olden Umes 
when one was in great distress or 
anxiety. It thus did not Indicate any 
spirit of resentment. Instead, If Job 
does the right thing even atter hav
ing torn htB garment, it wlll prove 
his selt·eontrol more certainly than If 
he had made DO demonstration. In 
other words, a ealm and respectful be· 
haviour atter such a customary demon· 
stration would mean more than it he 
had not lIrst put on the demonstration. 
We are therefore eager to see how 
he condUcts himself afterwards. The 
record states that be feU down uvon 
the ground and wor8hipped. What a 
masterful exhibition ot self·control 
mingled with profound respect for God! 

Verse 21. Even Nicodemus knew that 
a man eould not return to his mother's 
womb (John 3: 4), and Job did not 
mean It that way. The thought really 
is in the word tulked. and means that, 
88 ''we brought nothing Into this world, 
it is certain we can carry notblng out" 
(1 Tim. 6: 7). This truth agrees with 
the tact that what we have was given 
us by the Lord. And If the Lord gave 
us all that we have, it would certalnJy 
be all right tor him to take It back 
whenever he saw fit. Job was com· 
pletely resigned to that consideration 
and praised the Lord that be had per· 
mitted him to have these ble88ings for 
even a part of his life. 

Verse 22. Job would have had DO 
way to prevent the loss of his POB€&
sions had he been 80 minded, and thus 
the sin of which he could have been 
guilty was that with his Ups. Had he 
accused God of acting toollshly it would 
have been a sin. The same pr inciple 
holds true today. We are warned not 
to criticize the wisdom of God. (Rom. 
9: 20.) 

JOB :2 
Verses 1, 2. This meeting and con· 

versation were like that in Ch. 1: 6, 7. 
The student is requested to read the 
comments at that place for explana· 
tlon of thIa. 

Verse 3. The Lord again called at· 
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tentian to the character of Job. We 
should observe carefully the descrip. 
tion of this righteous man, fOr it was 
said of very tew other men, it it was 
said of any other. The outstanding 
ch~racterlst1c8 were that he was per
fect, upright, tearet1/, God and ell
cheweth (avotdeth) evil. Strong de
flnes the original tor mtegrity, as 
"innocence," lVithout cause Is an ex
pression that comes from one Hebrew 
word, which Is CHINN AM. Strong de
fines it. "graUs, 1. e. devoid of cost, 
reason or advantage." The word bas 
been translated in the Authorized Ves· 
sian, as nought 6 times, as nothing 1. 
in vain 2, without wages 1, and others. 
The idea is that no reason bad existed 
for atHtcUng Job before, neither would 
God reap any personal profit from it 
were he to amict him now. 

Verse 4. The answer of Satan was 
practically the same In thought as the 
first one. Skin for .!kin Is a ftgure of 
speech, using the word "skin" In two 
senses. That Is, It Is used in the fint 
instance to represent his skin in the 
natural sense, and In the second to 
represent his Ufe or existence. When 
we would say that a man would give 
his very hide (sktn) for a certain 
thing, we mean he would give the last 
1tem he possessed for that thing. And 
80 Satan meant tbat a man would give 
up his last bit ot belonging it he could 
only retain his Ufe. That Job would 
be wilUng to lose all of those posses
SiODS outside of bJs body, if by so 
doing he could retain his hold on the 
favor of God and sUll live. 

Verse 5. On the baSis of the above 
reasoning, Satan challenged God to 
threaten the Ufe or health of Job, and 
then Job would curse Ood to·, bls face. 

Verse 6. In the first Instance God 
gave Satan fun power over the Inter
ests of Job outside of his body. This 
time he extended his power to the 
region of bis body. but with the re· 
strictlon that he must not cause his 
death. 

Verse 7. It Is the Inspired writer 
who says that Satan 8mote Job. This 
proves that Satan can wield super
natural power when tbe Lord Is will· 
Ing for him to do so. The restriction 
placed upon him was that he do noth
Ing that would cause Job's death. We 
may be sure he would design to give 
him an affliction that would cause the 
most possi.ble surrerlng short ot death. 
For that purpose he smote him with 
Bore boH.!. The second word Is from 
8HECIYN and Is defined, "from an un· 
used root probably meaning to burn; 

Inllammation, I. e. an ulcer."-Strong. 
So we are to think of Job as being 
afflicted with burning ulcers or run
ning sores. Just ODe sucb spot OD a 
man's body Is often enough to render 
him frantic with distress. But not one 
sPOt on Job's body was exempt, for the 
sores started at the sole of bls foot 
and covered him to the top ot his bead. 
Reason would tell us that the flltby 
discharge from the ulcers would Im
pose themselves upon his eyes and 
nearby tissues, and even encroach upon 
his lips and mouth. 

Verse 8. No friendly nurse was near 
to ease the misery with ministrations 
of soothing bath or other alleviating 
services. And there is no indication 
tbat he could bave the services of a 
phYSician. In fact, since It was a dis
eased condition that was mIraculously 
brought on (although the nature of 
the disease Itself was not miraculous), 
it would not have availed him any
thing could he have been treated by a 
physician. The most that such a pro
fessional man could have done would be 
to use one of the crude surgical instru· 
ments of those Urnes called "scrapers." 
In the absence of such services Job 
had only the use of a pot, hera. That 
was a "broken piece of earthenware" 
according to Smith's Bible Dictionary. 
With this 80rt of an instrument Job 
sat down In the ashes for shame and 
distress, and scraped off the accumu
latlon of the discharge from the SOres. 
Thus we see him; his property and 
children all gone, and that by violence, 
and bis own body attacked by a loath· 
some disease. Tbe enUre surface is 
viciously irritated by burning ulcers, 
and the repulsive matter Is trickltng 
down and over him constantly. 

Verse 9. God intended that a man's 
wIfe Bbould be his greatest earthly 
hel~r. (Gen, 2: 18-20,) When the 
storms of Ufe threaten his feeble bark, 
and the trials and dUcllons seem more 
than he can bear, he Is otten saved 
from complete dejection by the sym
pathy and love and encouraging words 
ot her who Is the sharer of his burdens 
and the keeper of his honor. How in
describably oppostte ot all this is the 
case If she fails even to cooperate wJth 
him. And how much worse, sttU, Is 
the case, If she becomes outspoken in 
her oppOSition to hIs good purpose. 
Job's wife treated with contempt his 
determination to retain his integrit1l 
or innocence. Ount! God. and die means 
to take a final fling at the Lord as 
being the cause of his misfortunes, 
then be sullenly resigned to his fate 
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which would doubtless be a miserable 
death, atter such a disgraceful apostasy 
from the true God. 

Verse 10. When Job lost his children 
and property he did not speek evil 
against god. When his health and 
comfort of body deserted him, be still 
maintained his respect for the Lord. 
Now when the greatest of all blows 
came, the desertion on the part of bis 
wtte. he still repelled all attempts to 
draw him away from his devotion to 
God. He told her that sbe spoke as 
one of the foolish women spoke. The 
original word has a more serious mean
ing according to the lexicon of Strong. 
Its deflnition is, "foolishness, 1. e. 
(morally) wickedness; concretely a 
crime; by extension, punilBhment." 
Moffatt gives us, "You are talking Uke 
an imp10us tool." From these critical 
sources of information we can see how 
Job regarded his wife. He meant that 
her attitude was criminal and deserv
ing of punishment. It implted also 
that ahe was a slacker In her obUga
tions to God in that she was not will
ing to take her share of the unpleas. 
ant parts of life along with the pleas
ant. Then the writer adds the conclu
sion stated before that Job did not 
rin. 'With hi8 lip,. See" comments on 
Ch. 1: 22 about sinning with the Upe. 

Verse 11. Friend ... is from BETA and 
Strong detlnes It, "an associate (more 
or less close)." The word does not 
necessarlly mean one who 18 as near 
as the term is generally used. These 
men were former companions of Job 
and friends In a general sense. No 
doubt tbey were genuinely interested 
in tbe welfare of their associate, and 
would wish to see him regain his heelth 
and enjoyment of Ute. It Is the In· 
spired writer who says they came to 
1Mum wit1&. 114m. aM to ccnnforl Mm, 
so we are sure that was their real pur
pose. If they mantfest errOr In their 
course of reasoning, it will not be 
through laek of sincerity, but from 
Jack of knowledge. The three friends 
were from different localities but In 
communication with each other, for 
tbey came by appointment to meet 
with Job. Eliphaz was a descendant 
of Esa.u through Ternan. (Gen. 36: 
11). Bildad descended from Abraham 
through Shuah. (Gen. 25: 2.) Zop1lcr 
was one of the people of a district tn 
Judah caUed Naamah. (Josh. 15: 41.) 

Verse 12. Knew him. not. We are 
certain this was not meant literally, 
for they knew It was Job and not some
ODe else. I shall quote the entire defi. 
nition for NAKAR, the Hebrew word 

tor beto: u a primitive root; properly 
to scrutinIze, 1. e. look intently at; 
hence (with recognition Implied) to 
acknowledge, be acquainted with, care 
for, respect, revere, or (with SUSpicion 
impUed), to disregard, reject, resign, 
diSSimulate (as it ignorant or disown
ing)."-Strong. I hope the reader will 
take note ot all the elements at' this 
definition. Considering the dUrerent 
shades of meaning as seen in the defi. 
nitton.. and the circumstances con
nected with the case, I would render 
the phrase, u saw no resemblance of 
Job as they had known him." Yet they 
knew that it was their v&ry friend 
Job, but 0, what an awful condition he 
was in! They were forced to weep 
aloud for grief. They also rent their 
mantles and used dust tn the manner 
of the times when profound BOrrow 
W8.8 felt. Toward hooven. means they 
put the duat on the tops ot their heads, 
indicating that they were completely 
under the burden of woe. 

Verse 18. Grief Is from a word that 
is translated also by pain and sorrow. 
No doubt that all of the elements ot 
the word were present. We know that 
Job was in constant pain from his con. 
dition, and we are sure also that 8uch 
a atate surrounding him would pro. 
duee protound grIer. This terrible COD
dltion was 80 visIble that it overcame 
the speech or the three friends. Even 
at a distance his condition had ap.
peared so depressing to them that they 
were brought to audible weeping and 
the other indications of compassion 
described in the preeeding verse. Now 
when they came into bis immediate 
presence, and could realize the whole 
situation or Job, they were rendered 
speechless. The scene was 80 over
whelmingly sad that I have not the 
words to describe it tully. An parties 
were seated on the ground, In seeing 
and speaking distance of eaeh other, 
but for one whole week not a word 
was spoken. Through tbe long period 
ot 7 days and nlgbts, abject atlence 
was their mute acknowledgement of 
the unspeakably low estate of their 
trlend. 

JOB 3 
Verse 1. OUned his daV. The first 

word 18 not the severe term. that is 
usually seen in :its use. It has the 
sense as If Job bad said, "My day was 
a very unprofitable one." The connec
tion shows he had reference to the 
day of his birth. 

Verse 2. This is a proper place to 
make some remarks on the several 
statements of Job about his condition. 
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It has been charged that Job was 
really not very patient since he had 
so much to say about his aftUctJoDS. 
Such a criticism overlooks two vital 
truths. God wished U8 to bave an in
spired account ot the experiences of 
Job, and that made It necessary for 
him to give us all the detans. Another 
thing, the meaning of patience Is mis
understood. It does Dot mean the false 
pretense of having notbing to com
plain of when all the indications were 
to the etrect that the complaints were 
many and just. The fundamental mean
ing of the word 1s perseverance. Job 
complained much of ' bls afflictions, yet 
be never permitted them to move bim 
in a single Instance from the path of 
righteousness. That Is what consti
tutes true patience. And SO, as be was 
writing by inspiration, the greater the 
detail used in describing bis condition, 
the more slgnUlcance we will see in 
such statements as in James 6: 11. 

Verse 3. Day peri,h. meana that said 
day would better not have come. Dav 
is used as a date in general, and night 
refera to the period In that date when 
chtldbirth usually takes place. 

Verse 4. From a figurative view
point, Job regards his birthday as so 
useless that God might well rule it out 
ot all the record of tacts. 

Verse 6. Job pictured the elements 
of creation as challenging his birthday, 
questioning its right to be recognize~, 
because of the great emptiness It 
brought him. 

Verse 6. So unprofitable has the 
night of bis birth proved to be, that it 
should be stricken from the calendar. 

Verse 7. Solitary is from & word 
that means fruitless. Since the nIght 
that ushered him Into the world had 
proved to be 80 fruitless. there was 
nothing over which any voice could 
be joyful. 

VerBe 8. Mouming Is from LIVYATHAN 
and Strong defines it. flS wreathed 
anImal, i. e. a serpent (especially the 
crocodile or some other large .sea
monster)." The curse due the mght 
of bis birth was so heavy that it could 
well require the strength of one who 
could raise up a sea·roonster. 

Verse 9. As complete darkness would 
compare with a state of worthleB8ness, 
so Job pictured the day of his birth 
thereby; he even specified the divi
sions of the period. In the begInning 
of night the stars are wont to furnish 
some Ught; as the night draws to ~n 
end the dawning· from the sun agam 
brings some Ught. But on the occasion 

of that fateful event ot his birth it 
was all inappropriate. 

Vel'8e 10. The pronoun it refers to 
the day of Job's birth. Now then, be
cause it brought him forth he pro
nounced the curse upon 1t described 
in the several preceding verses. And 
In the present verse he makes the com
plaint that the day did not obstruct 
his mother's womb 80 that be could 
not have been born. This desolate pic
ture of Job must not be crlticlzed. tor 
there is another similar expression in 
the New Testament. In Matt. 26: 24, 
Jesus told of a man who would have 
been better ot! had he never been born. 
That was not because his tate was 
anythtng to be compared with that of 
Job; the likeness is in the idea 'of es
caping trom an unfavorable experience 
by not being born. 

Verse 11. If the first described es
eape could not have taken place, then 
he wished that he might bave been 
born dead, or at least to have died 
immediately at birth. 

Verse 12. One meaning of prevent 
is to assist. The knees assisted the 
life ot Job while he was held thereon. 
This 8.8sistance was especially aceom
pUshed 8S he was in that pOSition and 
nursed his mother's breasts. 

Verse 13. Had the foregoing wishes 
of Job been a110wed to occur, then be 
would have been saved all his preB6nt 
distress. and instead of all this sorrow 
he would have been at rest. This, by 
the way, is against the teaching that 
death ends aU there is of man. Job 
beUeved that if he had died in hIs 
mother's arms he would bave been at 
rest. ' An unconscious person has no 
appreciation ot rest, therefore Job be
lieved that the death of hlainfant body 
would have brought him consciousness 
and real 

Verse H. For desolate place, Mof
fatt gives us pyramids, and the lexicon 
supports the rendering. Tbe pyramtds 
were built as burial places for the 
kings. Job gives us to understand that 
death places all mankind on a level 
whether king or infant, and the rest 
that an early death would have brought 
him would have afforded him some
thing tar better than tbe pomp ot 
royalty with aU its outward show of 
pleasure. 

Verse 15. The thought tn this verse 
is practically the same as the one tn 
the verse just considered. and the 
reader w1ll please consult that passage 
again. 

Verse 16. This Is sImilar In thought 
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to Vs. 10. 11. Job expressed a wlsb that 
be had had a premature birth so that 
his existence would have been hidden. 

Verse 17. There 18 an adverb of place 
and refers to the state of those who 
bad the lot described by the foregoing 
verses. That lot may brle11y be Bummed 
up by reference to a death that oc
curred before one had to enter the 
trials of Ufe. It was the idea of Job 
that an early death CQuid bring him 
only & state of rest. There. in such a 
state, the wicked would indeed cease 
from troubl1ng. 

Verses 18. 19. The deSirable experi
ences described In these verses would 
be the lot of the one pictured In the 
verses we have been considering. The 
whole passage of the last several verses 
describes the condition of one who 
passed out of tbis Ufe while pure, 
thereby escaping the sorrows of the 
world of sin and sinners. 

Veree 20. Wherefore means "why is 
it?" Light is used in reference to the 
mature existence or a man when he Is 
compelled to undergo the misery of 
misfortune; Job could not Bee the 
reason for sueh an experience. 

Verscs 21, 22. The unfortunate per
son described above would rather dic 
than Uve, and he would gladly obtain 
it by greater exertion than that used 
by the searcher tor gold. Ot course it 
must be understood that Job would 
not commit any violence against blm
self in order to obtain death. His com
parison was only for the purpose of 
expressing his natural yearning tor 
rest In deatb. 

Verse 23. This verse starts the same 
as V. 20, then makes mention at a man 
whose way if hid. The phrase in italics 
means that the man Is "at the end of 
his row" and does not know where to 
go next. Hedged in means about the 
same as the preceding phrase com
mented upon. It might be UlU8trated 
by a man who had found himself at 
the "dead end" of a street since it says 
that God had hedged blm In. 

Verse 24.. Sighing and roaring are 
used to reter to the same thing in this 
place. The comparison to watera is 
made for two reasons; waters have 
tong been considered as a figure of 
troubles. and the full Hawing of waters 
1lIustrates the volume of Job's ills. 

Verses 25, 26. We do not have any 
Information about how or when Job 
had the thoughts expressed in this 
paragraph. There is a certain amount 
of uneasiness that Is natural to any 
man, but this seems to have been some-

th\ng special In the experience ot Job. 
The word yet Is not in the original 
and should not be in the translation. 
for It makes a false impresaloq. The 
word sometimea haa the force of 
"nevertheless" and 18 more commonly 
80 used. That would not be correct in 
this case because there is no contrast 
between the thoughts on each side of 
the word. It It Is retained In the text 
e.t all it should be used In the sense 
of "a.nd furthermore," which ts one or 
Its meanings. That would make the 
paragraph teach that Job first had fear 
and dread of some kind of misfortune. 
then It came upon him tn reaUty. 

JOB 4 
Verse 1. It should be remembered 

all the way through the book that 
these friends of Job were not inspired 
men. They will speak much truth and 
also much error. The report of their 
speeches Is inspired. but tbe speeches 
themselves w1ll not be so. I shall com
ment as far as seems necessary on 
their language, but wish the reader to 
keep constantly tn mind the fact that 
they spoke on their own authority and 
that their main theory was false. All 
through the conversationa between 
them and Job their position was to the 
effect that God never affUcts a right
eous man; that Job was atHtcted; there
fore, Job was not a righteous man at 
the time of their conSideration. Such 
was the formula It stated logically and 
the argument throughout wiU be on 
that basts. Job denied the theory and 
offered as proof the known fact that 
good men as well as bad were seen to 
be affttcted sometimes. That being the 
case, It follows that atHlctlons are not 
proof that the vlctim was unrighteous. 
and therefore his a1DtctioD8 must be 
attributed to some other cause. This 
statement of the respective positions 
of the three friends on one side and 
Job on the other wlll be referred to 
frequently and the reader Is requested 
to take full notice of it for his infor
mation 8S the story proceeds. 

Verse 2. El1phaz made a sort of 
apology for speaking to Job but de
clared that he just had to speak. 

Verses 8, 4. This paragraph was to 
remind Job of the teaching he had 
glven to others. The purpose was to 
present a basis for accusations against 
him; that he bad no excuse for the 
s1ns that bad brought his present dis
tress UPOD him. 

Verses 5. 6. The Idea. thrown at Job 
Is that he did not have the courage to 
"take his own medicine," 11 not this 
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t1l.1I lear, etc., was a taunt tor Job 
meaning that such was all that bis 
professions of confidence amounted to. 

Verses 7. 8. This paragraph exactly 
states the position of the three friends. 
Please read my comments on V. 1 tor 
explanation of this pRssage. 

Verses 9-11. The blatt 01 God means 
the force of God's acta against the 
wickedness of men. A 110n Is stron&" 
and bard to overcome. yet it can be 
done when a greater force comes 
against him. Job had been a strong 
torce but the blast ot God was over
coming hIm. Licm peNsheth- lor Jack 
of prey Is a figure of speech. Just as 
a strong beast will taU when the prey 
18 gone, so the great professions of 
Job are coming to nought tor lack of 
God's favor to keep them In a good 
showing. 

Verses 12-16. We do not know 
whether Eltphaz really thought be 
had this vision or was drawing on hIs 
imagination. At any rate, he professed 
to have some "inside" information 
that he wanted to pass on to Job. Of 
Course we would expect it to be along 
the Une of his theory as to the reason 
tor the afflictions of his friend. 

Verse 17. This impl1es a false accu
sation against Job. He never claimed 
to be even as just as God, much leBS 
to be more so than he. He only denied 
that his a.fJIlctions were a punishment 
for any injustice of his. 

Verse 18. Ellphaz spoke the truth 
about the angels (2 Pe. 2: 4; Jude 6), 
but that had no bearing on Job's case. 
It had not been shown that he was 
gullty of folly. 

Verses 19·21. If God w1l1 not tolerate 
Sin and folly in his angels, he cer
tainly wUl not suffer creatures of the 
earth to escape. That is true but did 
not flgure in the case of Job because 
he had not been convicted of any 
wrong conduct. 

JOB 5 
VerBe 1. Ellphaz challenged Job to 

appeal to some rIghteous person to see 
if he could obtain any help. The argu
ment was that it be had not done 
something wrong, the saint would come 
to his rescue upon hiB appeal to hIm. 

Verse 2. It 1s true that wrath wilt 
k1l1 a foolish man. but It likewise will 
k11l a righteous one who happens to 
be a victim. See tbe comments at 
Ch. 4: 1. 

Verse 3. Taking root Is a flgure of 
speech referring to the formeT good 
estate of Job. Ou .. '/! mean. he thought 

lIttle of It because of its reversed COD
dition; even 80, Job's good situation 
was made low through the etrects of 
his own folly according to the argu
ment of the speaker. 

Verse 4. The gates of clUes were 
the places where the citizens came 
and went, and if all was prosperous 
the happiness of the children was as
sured. However, ft a man became un
worthy bis chUdren would bave to 
Butter for it when they attempted to 
return through the usual cbannel at 
the entrance to the city. 

Verse 5, The chlldren of the wicked 
wUl even be deprived of the necessi· 
ties ot Ufe at the hands of evll per
Bona. There will be no reUet fOr them 
because their father has gone wrong 
and thrown himself outside of the 
help of God. 

Verse 6. The gist of this verse is 
the same as it he had said : .. AmtcUon 
and trouble do not come from just 
nowhere or without a cause." 

Verse 7. The argument or EUphaz 
is 8S follows: flAlI natural etrects come 
from natural causes, so Job's a.fBiCUODS 
are the logical effect of something." 
Tbe argument is correct but misap
plied; just because there can be no 
effect without a cause is no reason for 
referring to Job's case. There could 
be numerous causes tor the effects that 
were present. therefore it cannot be 
clatmed that the particular cause desig
nated by Eliphaz was the true one. 

Verse 8. This verse gave 80me ad
vice to job. The speaker assumed that 
Job had turned from God and that It 
would be well for him to return. The 
claim had not been proved and there· 
fore the advice was out of place. 

Verses 9·12. Everything asserted in 
the paragraph was true, but stilI tbere 
was tbe missing Itnk In the argument 
of EUpbaz. Job would have agreed to 
all the claims made for the greatness 
of God, but that would bave had noth
ing to do with his atHlcUons. The great
ness of God would not necessarily re
quire that any man whosoever should 
be a.ffllcted unless some cause existed for 
Bucb punIshment to be administered. 

Verse 13. Wblle the statement of 
this verse has nothing to do with Job, 
it 18 a true one and has been quoted 
for many generations. It Is even quoted 
by Paul In 1 Cor. 3: 19. However. that 
does not prove that it was inspired 
when EUpbaz uttered it. Paul even 
Quoted from the literature of the 
heatben (Acta 17: 28), but that only 
ShOW8 that the apostle accepted the 
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statement u being true and be gave It 
his endorsement. The meaning ot the 
present statement Is that just when a 
man of worldly wisdom thinks he haa 
a scheme arrallled for his own &<ivan. 
ta~ the Lord wlll u .. that .. a trap 
to capture the "wiae" man. 

Verses 14·16. Eltphaz said 80 many 
things that were true but they had 
nothing to do with Job. Had be been 
guilty of BOme special sin he would 
have needed the exhortations spoken 
to him. but he was as Bure of all these 
truths as was the one speaking to him. 

Verse 17. See my remarks on verse 
13 regarding quotations from unln· 
spired Bources; this idea w1l1 need to 
be kept In mind or confusion will re

. BUIt. The mere reference to a state-
ment does not prove it to have been 
written by InspIration since the Bible 
makes frequent mention of heathen 
writers with approval of the state
ments quoted. However, if an inspired 
man quotes an utterance with hIs ap
proval, tben It becomes InspIred. The 
present verse sbould be eonsidered in 
the light 01 these remarks. 

Verses 18-22. This paragraph says 
some very good things about the doings 
01 God, but Job did not need the In· 
struction, for he was alrea4y aware 
of them. 

Verse 23. These are figures of speech 
since a stone CQuid not form nor break 
a league. A beast would know nothing 
about being at peace with a man, and 
so the whole passage means that a 
man would prosper if he trusted in God. 

Verses 24·27. The paragraph as a 
whole pictures the sueceBS of a man 
who I. true to God. Job did not need 
the Information and we shall see that 
he does not notiee a.ny of these re
marks when it comes his turn to speak. 

JOB 6 
Verses 1. 2. Job made no direct reply 

to the speech of Ellpha.z, tor he beHeved 
that bls own problem was underesti· 
mated. Grlef",.,.e thoroug/l./lI wek1he4 
means that bls grief dese"ed a fairer 
consideration. 

Verse 3. If the griet of Job could 
be l1terally weighed It would be found 
to outweigh the sand of the seashore. 
Warct.r lWaUowect up means he did not 
have words to express his grief tully. 

Verse 4. A17'0WI Is used figuratively 
and reters to the a1ftletioDS that Job 
was suaering. Within me has refer
enee to the manner of wounding with 
an arrow. If a man could ODd an open
tng In the armor ot another, he could 

get his' arrow through that opening 
and with.tn the victim or into his body. 

Verse 6. A beast will not complain 
when he haa what be needs. Job rea
soned that his complalnta were just 
because he lacked the COmforta of Ule. 

Verte 6. The complainta or Job were 
just and as reasonablo as It would be 
to object to tood that had been improp
erly seasoned, or Dot seasoned at all. 

Verse 7. This verse give. UI a ter
rible picture of the untortunate con. 
dition of Job. Because all at his 
property had been destroyed and his 
family and friends were no more, there 
was no one to provide him with toad. 
Such a condition compelled him to 
eat things that be formerly would not 
even have touched with his hands. 

Verses 8, 9. The Bubstanee of this 
verse is a wish ot Job that he might 
be allowed to die. He would prefer 
death to Ute under 8ueh tearful condi
tions as were then overwhelming him. 
But It would be a "sin for & man to 
destroy himself, theretore Job's wish 
waa that God would dut1"O!l him by 
BOme kind of miraculouB means. · . 

Verse 10. Job bel1eved. that man was 
conscious and could be ·happy after 
death. See the comments on Ch. 3: 
13·17 lor this ph .. e of the subject. But 
the present verse does not reach that 
tar with the subject. Job means that 
whatever method God would see fit to 
use tn bringing about his physical de
struction, it would be pleasant com. 
pared with what he was then sutrering. 
The reason for such a conclUsion was 
the provocation that El1phaz was add
ing to the situation by his false reason
Ing. 1 have not· concealed., etc., means 
he had never evaded any at the words 
of God, therefore there were no hidden 
truths that would make Job dread 
anything Irom God. 

Verses 11, 12. In these verses Job 
aaye practically the same things he 
b.. already Bald. He does not think 
he .haa much to live for, therefore it 
would be just as well tor Goo to take 
him out of this world. 

Verse 13. This verse Is in the form 
of a Question, but It really means to 
express an assertion. It Is about the 
same as If Job would say : "Help and 
wisdom have forsaken me, and there 
is none ot It with me," 

Verse 14. Job aceused EUphaz ot 
overlooking the respect he should have 
tor the Almighty. Because of having 
done that, he has not pitied Job 88 
he should. 
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Verse 16. In this passage Job recog· 
nized bis three friends 88 his brethren. 
I wish the student to see my comments 
on Ch. 2: 11. 

Verses 1(i·18. The Bum of this para
graph 18 a comparison to the unsteady. 
temporary, o:rt-and-on nature of many 
streams. They are uncertain as to 
their continuance, and just as ODe 
might think of refreshing himsett by 
them they are gone. This would be 
particularly true of the streams that 
are ted. by snow. When the sun's rays 
would become warm they would soon 
disappear That illustrated the fickle
ness of th~ friendship of Job's brethren 
as he considered it. 

Verses 19-21. Troop 01 Tema means 
the caravans of the people of Tema 
wbo were descendants of Ishmael. They 
were wanderers and in their traveling 
would desire to obtain water tor them
selves and for their beast&. When these 
tourists thought of getting such re
freshments from these streams they 
would be doomed to disappointment 
by their sudden disappearance. Like-
wise, just when Job would look to bls 
friends for comfort they dlBappolnted 
him. 

Verses 22, 23. Job had not asked 
these friends to gtve him any of their 
property to replace what he had . lost. 
He was wllllng to endure 8uch a los8 
8.8 that it they had only not made his 
lot more bitter by their false reasoning. 

'Verse 2.t. Up to the present point 
in the conversation El1phaz had not 
spoken anything to Job that he did 
not already know. That Is why he 
said teach me c:wut I win hold my 
to'n11U6. 

Verse 26. Reprove 1s another form 
ot' "prove." Job meant that the argu
ment or EUphaz did not prove anything 
on the subject under eonsideration. 

Verse 26. Another meaning of re
prove Is "dispute." Job asked Eltphaz 
if his purpose was merely to dispute 
or contend against the words he was 
hearing. A man In as de8perate condi
tion 88 that of Job would likely give 
forth words like a whirlwind. But It 
would not be fair for a man to wage 
such a contest when he was in posses
sion of all his good things and the 
other man was -as downcast as Job. 

Verse 27. Job did not accuse Eliphaz 
of literally Injurlng the helple .. a. It 
is worded here. But such an act was 
an 1llustration of bls unjust attacks 
on Job. 

Verses 28-30. This paragraph amounts 
to a challenge for Eltphaz to Uget down 

to business" and come to the real 
lB8ue. It Job was lying or making 
talse claims it ought to be eui4ent, 
and his friend was called upon to ex
pose it. 

JOB 7 
Verse 1. There is one very pitiable 

feature ot this case that I have not 
mentioned and it will be done now_ In 
all of Job's afflictions he had not been 
told why It had come about. He did 
not believe the position or the friends, 
but he did not profess to understand 
the background. Because of not know
Ing why the afftictions were allowed to 
come he Ukewise did not know that 
they were supposed ever to end as 
long as he remained In the land of the 
l1vtng. Had he known that it was for 
the special purpose of a test and that 
as soon as the test had been carried 
through he would be restored, It then 
would have been easier for him to 
endure it. But the only consideration 
there was to keep him true through 
all the afiUcttons was his faith In God. 
He just supposed that "his fate was 
the common fate of all; that into each 
Ufe some rain must fall," and that he 
would jU8t have to bide his Ume. 

Verses 2, 3. The ShadC1W Is the clos
Ing of the day when the slave would 
get to cease working ; he would nat
Ul'ally wish for that time to come, and 
the hireling would look forward to 
the moment when he would receive 
his wages. The strain of mind In these 
servants Is used to Illustrate the state 
or Job's mind as he looked to the time 
when his day of· sorrow would be over. 

Verse.t. A state of continual unrest 
was what Job was describing In this 
verse. He would wish for the night 
because It was supposed to bring him 
rest. Then when it came and he lay 
down. his spirit of unrest made hLm. 
wish it would be day. 

Verse 5, The running utcers that 
covered Job's body would naturally 
cause an open condition all over the 
surface. That exposed him to all kInds 
ot' filth that would be connected with 
the situation. Sitting among the ashes 
he would be helpless against the accu
mulation of the dust that would be 
caught by the Bores that were open. 
This matter then formed clods which 
Strong deftnes in the origInal as "a 
mass or earth." Such a condition would 
attract the blowflIes .and they de
posited theIr germs. That brought the 
'WQNtt8 88 the texts&ys and . ~ which 
Strong defines as maggots. ·Thuawe 
see Job with our mind's. eye. sitting 
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there In the ashes, and the filthy pus 
oozing out and over his body. The 
tlylng dust has been caught by the 
open sores and It bas tormed into clods 
Ins1de the eDres. To add to all thIs, 
the maggots bave hatehed out of the 
germs deposited by the tlles. and their 
creepy. wriggly, constant motion helps 
to keep Job's sickening agitation COD

stantly with him. 
Verse 6. Ordinar ily we think that 

"time goes 80 slowly" when conditions 
are such BS those being suttered by 
Job; the Illustration is used In a dlf~ 
ferent sense. A weaver's shuttle darts 
back and forth In the work as if it 
were nervously looking for a place to 
stop and rest. Yet it does not get to 
rest but must go on and on endlessly 
from one stroko to another. Likewise 
the days of Job were beIng constantly 
passed away from one alternation to 
another with DO prospect of reltet. 

Verse 7. Job compared hts Ufe to 
wind tn about the same sense that 
James called It a vapor (Jas. ( : H) . 

Verse 8. This verse has been a fa.. 
vorlte saying tor many years when 
people were referring to the fleeting 
existence of human Ute. The force of 
the statement, however, bas been over
looked. A man might refer to some 
date years ahead and say that when 
that time came no eye would see bim. 
But that would still leave it posstble 
for the speaker to live a long time. 
But this verse says that the eye that 
hath. seen him would see him no more. 
whtch indicated that the end was near. 

Verses 9, 10. The unbeliever in a 
tuture lite would use the first at these 
verses to prove bis theory. It Is not 
fatr to do that. but all of the connec
tion should be observed. I will suggest 
that the reader underscore the last 5 
words ot verse 9, then underscore 
words 6, 7. 8 in the next verse. He 
will then have the expression ,WI 
come up no more to hLt hou.e. That 
wtll be the truth. tor we all know that 
the dead are never to come back to 
the earth to live. 

Verse 11. Job gave EUphaz to under
stand tbat his grief was too great to 
allow another the right to sUence him. 

VersB 12. This is another verse in 
the form of a question but is meant 
for an assertion. .Tob meant to tell 
Eliphaz that his attempt to regulate 
or influence a man with such a volume 
of emotion aa that now possessed by 
him (Job) ,. would be \Ike trying to 
curb , the sea or its monsters .. 

Verses 13. U. The speeches of Job 
were a mixtUre ot repUes to the false 
reasonIng of hIs friends interspersed 
with deacripttons of bis troubles. In 
this paragraph he reported an experl
ence slmllar to what he described in 
V.4. 

Verses 15, 16. lob would rather die 
than Uve on with the weight of sor
rows then bearing down on bim. The 
same thought was expreBBed In Vs~ 
8-10; but he will not do anything by 
violence In order to get release from 
this lite. 

Verses 17, 18 . .Tab was again ignor
ing the presence of Ellphaz and speak
ing as if to God only. He admits to 
the Lord that hts Ute was not worth 
much In view of the present tro~bles 
and the satisfaction of 'a Ufe in an
other world. 

Verse 19. ' Job was protesting being 
constantly aggravated by EUphaz. By 
the phrase tm 1 twaUow d()1Oft mll 
8pitUe is meant about the same 88 if 
he had satd: "Can't you leave me alone 
for even a second 1" 

Ve .... s 20, 21. I TIDv. gj,,,.ed. This 
does not admit that the position of 
the three friends was correct. Job 
never dented being hUman and sub
ject to human weaknesses, he only 
denied that bis present amlctions were 
a speCific penalty for some sin. But 
he was confused about the whole situa
tion and asked, why 1Lo.tt thou Bet me 
as a mark againBt thee' 

JOB 8 
Verses 1, 2. The three friends took 

turns speaking to .Tab. whUe he had to 
do all the talking for his sIde. In all 
ot the speeches ot the three we will 
see the same thread of thought, accus
ing Job of having done some great stn 
and receiving the afflictions as a pun
ishment. In this paragraph Blldad 
charged Job with beIng what the 
modern language caUs "a windy 
speaker." 

Verse 3. This a.1\Irms that God I. 
never unjust In any of his dealings, 
which was something that .Tob never 
dented. 

Verses 4, 6. Bildad even intimated 
that the a.tDlctions were because of the 
stn of Job's chtldrcn. But that theory 
will not hold good. for even if they 
had done wrong they were not Uving 
then. Neither would the aftUcUons of 
Job be In punishment for sins of his 
chlldren committed before their death. 
In Ch. 1:5· we read that lob was falth-
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flIl In atonIng tor all po .. lble wrongs 
of his children. 

Verae 6. This 10 the same old doc
trine of the three friends. A wake lor 
thee means that Gqd would be merci
ful to Job if be would purify himself 
by proper actions. 

Verse 7. Bildad unconsciously pre
dicted the very thing that dId occur 
,(Ch. 42: 12). but It dId not come on 
account of the reasons that Bildad 
was assigning to It. 

Veroee 8-10. Bildad presumed to ex
hort Job to take a lesson from the 
forefathers. That was good advice but 
was not needed, tor Job had already 
been credited by the Lord with being 
better than any other man In the world. 
(Cb, 1: 8.) 

Verses 11. 12. This 18 the same old 
argument; no errect without a cause. 
Job admitted all that but that did not 
even touch the question of what was 
the real cause In the ease under con· 
sideration. 

Verses 13, 14. The very potnt in dis
pute is what these friends always as
sumed. The hypocrite's bope will per
ish but it had not been proved that 
Job was a hypocrite. 

Ver.e 15. Blldad Intimated that Job 
was leaning on his bouse (his claim 
ot being innocent) aud that it would 
not sustain him. Eveu at the very 
moment it was beginning to topple as 
evidenced by the aftUcUona being 8uf
teredo 

Verses 16, 17. For a while man may 
prosper as Job did, and be compared 
to a green and lively plant. 

Verse 18. But if the false support 
1s taken from the plant 1t will go 
down. and the surrounding territory 
will deny that it ever knew the plant. 
The argument 18 that when Job 1s 
finally cut down be wlll be forgotten 
.as was the plant that had been cut off 
from moisture. 

Verse 19. The man who rests upon 
false security as Job h85 been doing 
wUl fall and others more worthy will 
take bl. place. 

Verse 20. It God will not cast away 
a perfect man and yet has cast off Job, 
U follows that Job Is not a perfect 
man. This again is the same argument 
but it leaves out a link. It baa not yet 
been proved that Job is even east 
away, much less proved that it was 
because of his imperfecttona. 

Verses 21, 22. The argument is that 
It Job will become perfect by atoning 
for bis sin, it will cause all his ene
mies to be clothe4 with sMme. 

JOB 9 
Verses 1. 2. Job admitted the lltate

ments that had just been made by 
Blldad 88 far 88 the facts were con
cerned. There really hBlS not been any 
dUference between them on that phase 
of the subject; the point of dispute has 
been tbe application to be made of 
those facts. Job was a. very aftlicted 
man and he also was a human and 
made mistakes In life the same as 
other men. But the friends claimed 
the alIllctions were sent to punish him 
tor hts sins wbUe he denied it. In the 
present paragraph the argument of 
Job Is that if aU sin is to be punished 
by some special lot then aU men would 
be going through some form of !tun
ishment. This agrument is couched in 
his words how 81rnuld. man be just 
witlr. (loU 

Verse 3. Using noune instead of pro
nouns tbis would read it God. 100tdd 
contend witlr. """" etc. Job did not be
lieve that God would consent to argue 
with htm; but If He did then be would 
Dot win one argument In a thousand. 

Verse 4. No man can harden himself 
agatnst God and succeed. Job mEiant 
to admit that be could not contend 
with God, but that did not mean that 
his affUctions had been sent for a 
punishment. 

Verse 6. When It comes to describ
Ing the greatn ... of God. Job will show 
that his friends cannot outdo him. 
This and several following verses wtll 
deal with the subject of God's greatness. 

Verse 6. We know the earth does 
not rest on Utera! pillars 80 the term 
Is used figuratively. The thought is 
that God 18 able to handle the earth 
according to his w1ll. That was demon
strated when he caused the sbadow to 
go backward In the time of Hezeklah. 
(2 KI. 20: 11,) That was done by re
versing the motton of the earth. 

Verse 7. This took place In the time 
of Joshua when he commanded the 
.un to stand .tlll. (Joh, 10: 12. 13,) 
The word ri8eth in the text here is 
from ZABACH, and the part ot Strong's 
definition that applies Is as follows: "a 
primitive root; properly to irradiate 
(or shoot forth beams)." That is what 
occurred In the C8.8e ot Joshua: the 
sun did not sblne during the period 
wbich was the same in effect as it it 
did not rise. 

Verse 8. Which is not In the original 
here and In a number of otber verses 
nearby. It has been suppIJed from V.5, 
second phrase. There it Is trom ASIIU 
which Strong defines, "a primitive rela-



Job 9: 9-33 363 

Uve pronoun (ot every gender and 
number); who, which, what, that." 
Since the name ot God was introduced 
In V. 2 we should use thIs word 8.8 a 
mascuJlne pronoun and make the verse 
read, "He alone spreadeth out the 
heavens," It meane that God is master 
of the earth and sky. 

Verse 9. These are na.mes ot heav
enly bodies and the passage means 
that they were made by the Lord. 

Verse 10. The wonderful works of 
God are beyond the knowledge of man; 
therefore the present state of Job 
should not be allowed to cause con
fusion. 

Verses 11, 12. This whole passage 
simply means that God's power and 
wisdom are beyond the comprehension 
of man. 

Verses 13, 14. Proud. Is from an 
original that means to bluster or urge 
with acUve strength. It means a per
son who Is generally hard to subdue. 
Job'. thought is that God's anger will 
caule even such determined characters 
to Bhrlnk away. It that is the case 
then a modest man Jlke Job would 
have nothing to aay in answer to Him. 

Verse 15. The thought tn this verse 
fs about the great difference between 
God and the best of men. The most 
righteoJ.ls man Hving should not teel 
qualtfled to contend with Him, seeing 
he would not have any answer that 
would be just. 

Verse 16. All apparent contradictions 
are clear when the real thought Is 
obse"ed. It God should respond to 
man's prayer It would not be on the 
ground of the merit possessed by the 
man; It would be purely the goodness 
of the Lord. 

Verse 17. Without cause. God bas a 
good reason for all that he does. Job 
meant that he had not given the Lord 
any cause for atlllcttng him. We know 
that was true. and that It was all 
brought about by the chalJenge ot 
Satan (eb. 2: 4-8) . The pltlable part 
of tbis matter 1s the truth that Job 
did not know what occasioned his 
trials. 

Verse 18. We must not forget that 
one object to be accomplished by this 
book was to show how a man of God 
may be patlent under trial. To do that 
it was necessary to give th9 readers 
an Inspired account of those afllic
tlons. This verse Is one of many in 
the book that are gtven along this line. 

Verses 19, 20. Job described bis 
aftllcUons In many p8.8B&ges but did 
not know "what it was all about." 

However. he never once thought ot 
complaining to God. of any injustice 
having been done him. It he even 
thought that be bad grounds for com
plaint. he dId not feel able to contend 
with tbe Lord. 

Verse 21. Notwltbstandlng all tbat 
might justly be claimed for his char
acter, Job stUI regarded himself as an 
unworthy worm ot the dust. 

Verses 22, 23. Job bas contended all 
along that aftHcUons do not necessarily 
indicate the wrath of God. His basis 
tor such a position Is the fact that 
both good and bad men have to suffer 
them at Urnes, a fact of which all of 
us are aware. 

Verse 24. God Is said to give certain 
things when the Ilteral tad Is that he 
merely suffers men to have their own 
way that they might learn a lesson by 
their own experience. That Is the 
meaning of Ezk. 20: 25, 39; Psa. 81: 
12; Acts 7: 42; Rom. 1: 24 and 2 The ... 
2: 11. Such is the meaning of the 
paragraph now being considered. 

Verses 25. 26. This paragraph will 
take the B&Dle comments as Ch. 7: 6. 

Verses 27, 2B_ Job means that It 
would be useless to try to forget about 
his troubles. It would be false cheer 
were he to try making himself think 
that nothing much was the matter 
with him, for he might just as well 
make up bls mind that he was "in" 
for more a1!llctions. The word i'tlblOcent 
Is not one with a meaning concerning 
guilt. Moffatt renders the last words 
of the verse, "I know thou wtlt not 
let me off." 

Verse 29. Job never has admitted 
that his aftUcUons were a special "judg
ment" sent on him. Yet he has been 
tree to acknowledge that he partook 
of the same weaknesses common to 
man and the RaDle teats of faith were 
necessary. This verse should be ex
plained on that basis; that since he 
was like all other men and subject to 
vanity, It would be useless to expect 
any exceptions In bts favor. 

Verses 30. 31. Job's teaching in this 
passage Js that at best a man would 
not be worthy of God's favor if mea
sured on the basts of strict justice. 

Verse 32. God and man aTe not in 
the same class of individuals, therefore 
Job would not estimate the Lord on 
a human baais. 

Verse 33. Da.tl8mlJ111. Is rendered 
"umpire" In the margin of some Bibles 
and the lexicon will sustain the trans
lation. Job meaDs that even it be had 
an umpire to dec1de without any par-
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tlallty he would decide In faTor of the 
Lord. 

Verae& 34, 35. If God should remove 
all indications of human weakness 
then Job might feel free to juetify him
self. But he had. no resson to form 
such a conelusion if his own worthl
neS8 constituted his chief basts of 
thought. 

JOB 10 
Verses 1. 2. The awful state of 

a.:ftUction being endured by Job must 
be kept before the mind of the reader 
because of the main purpose of the 
book. (Cb. 3: 2, 3.) That will account 
tor the many places throughout that 
devote 80 much attention to the Bub-
jed. As a man, no doubt Job felt the 
sting of his sutterlngs; but as an 
inspired writer he was giving us a 
true description of hts condition. 

Verse 3. Apparently God was giving 
rough treatment to a part of his own 
creation. In doing that he W88 giving 
the enemy something to boast about. 

Verses 4. 6. It appeared to Job that 
God was treating him in the same 
manner that a man would treat bim if 
he bad Jt "In tor him." 

Verse 6. Job had no knowledge of 
any particular sin tor which he should 
be 80 grievously tormented. Yet It 
appeared that Gad was making a 
search "by scourging" as It were, to 
see If some secret sin existed In Job's 
life. 

Verse 7. Job had a clear conscience 
before God, therefore he was assured 
that no one could snatch him from the 
Lord's hand. 

Verse 8. Destroy refers to the de
struction of Job's family and property 
and the loss of his health. God had 
allowed such a condiUon to come upon 
Job although he was the Creator of 
all thoe. things. 

Verse 9. Job knew that he was made 
out of the earth and was destined to 
return to It: he feared that such a 
change was about to occur. 

Verse 10. When mUk is poured out 
it Is lost and Job used the 1llustration 
in view at what be had loat. One mean
tng of the original for curdled Is to 
shrink or become diminished, and Job 
bad certainly been diminished by the 
Lord. 

Verses 11-13. This p&8S8.ge Is an 
acknowledgement of the favors of God 
that had been bestowed on Job not
withstanding all hi. aftIlcUons. 

Verse 14. Job had denied aU along, 
In his conversations with his friends, 

tbat hi. aIIIIctlone .. ere a _181 judg
ment. yet he admitted that If he did 
commit sin he would deaene the judg
ment of God. 

Veree 15. Job would expect the se
vere judgment or chastisement ·of God 
were he to commit wickedness know
ingly. Yet. even though he wae not 
aware of any specifiC ain, he would not 
feel inclined to boast of It. On the 
humble basis of his admlulon of un
wortblne88 Job asked for the mercy 
of God. 

Verse 16. God had auttered dictions 
to come on Job as It &. fierce lion 
were pursuing him. In splte of that. 
however, the divine favor had been 
great. 

Verse 17. War Is used figuratively 
and refers to the attacks being made 
on Job by his many affUctioDs 88 if by 
an Invading army. 

Verses 18, 19. The usel888neBS of his 
birth Is the subject of thIs J)8ragraph. 
See my comments at Ch. 3: 10. 11 for 
explanation of the passage. 

Verse 20. This verae Is a pitiable 
plea for just a few days of comfort 
before Job was to pass from the earth. 

Verses 21, 22. This doleful descrip
tion of tbe state of man after death 
applies only to the lIeshly part. What 
Job eald In Ch. 3: 13·17 .howed he did 
not belleve that death ended it all for 
the spiritual part of human beings. 

JOB 11 
Verses 1. 2. The thIrd one of the 

"friends" was the next speaker. It 
should be observed that no attempt 
was made to meet the arguments of 
Job; all that Zophar could do was to 
accuse him of talking too mueh. 

Verse 3. Accusations of falsehood 
were an the remarks that could be 
thought of. 

Verse 4. This verse Is a false aceeu
saUon, for Job never claimed to be 
"clean" In the sense that Zophar used 
it. Thine refers to God and Job knew 
that he was not perfect In the sight of 
the Lord. He only claimed that bls 
at!Uetions were not sent from God as 
a special punishment. 

Verse 6. The time · wtn come when 
Ood will speak, bnt Zopbar will be 
one against whom he will direct hts 
divine remarkB. 

VerBe 6. That which i, meanl that 
the wlldom which Is known to man Is 
much leal than the wiBdom of God. 
The last half of the verse Is the same 
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theoIT that baa been claimed rrom the 
beginning, 

Verse 7. Job never made any such 
elaim as was ImpUed by tbis question. 
Not knowing all about God. would not 
prevent him from knowing more than 
did hi. rrlends. 

Verae 8. Hen Is from a word that 
baa a flaurattve meaning in this place 
Intended to represent the opposite of 
heaven. The Idea 18 tbat God I. higher 
and deeper than all other beings or 
things. 

Verse 9. This verse was said for the 
same purpose as the preceding one. 
But Job already believed what it said 
and thuB the remarks of Zophar were 
unnecessary. 

Verse 10. The ablUty of God to eoo
trol things is the subject of the fore
part of the Terae. In view of his great 
might It would be roollsh to attempt 
any hindrance to the Lord. a truth 
known to Job as well as to Zophar. 

Verse 11. God knows all about vain 
or empty men and can see through all 
their wickedness in whatever form it 
may exist. 

Verse 12. Some men are as vain 
.or empty as a wild 8.88'S colt. yet they 
will pretend to be wise. This was said 
as a reproach upon Job but was false. 

Verles 13-15. This paragraph is a 
concise and direct statement of the 
position of the friends of Job. He was 
being aJIIlcted ror his sins, and If he 
would repent and make proper amends 
he would restore himself in the sight 
01 God. 

Verse 18. _After lob would have re
stored himself to God's favor by proper 
aelmowledgment, he would reel so good 
that all bl. psat mlseIT would be 
forgotten. 

Veraea 17, 18. Zophar unconsciously 
uttered a prophetic statement of the 
lInai state or Job. (Ch. 42 : 12.) But 
that state did not come to him as a 
result of doing what the three friends 
were demanding of him. 

Verse 19. JlQlfl-lI .hall make lUit 'Unto 
thee. Thill was another unconscious 
prophecy and the rulfillment may be 
seen In Ch, 4!: 8. 

Verse 20. This was a true statement 
·but had no bearing on Job's case. The 
friends of Job made 10 many remarks 
that were unrelated to the controversy 
under. conldderation, and the real issue 
was thereby thrown iuto contusion. 

JOB 12 
Veraea I, 2. This is a form of lan~ 

guage known as irony. That means 
language tlIIed in a sense just· opposite 
of the outward and apparent meaning, 
and the purpose of such language ta 
ridicule. The Idea waa that If the three 
friends were as wise as they pretended 
to be, when they died there would be 
no ~l.dom lett. 

Ve ..... 3. Having spoken with Irony 
in the preceding paragraph, Job next 
spoke directly and In & serious mood. 
W"o /oM"",t" not, etc., I. the point 
that I bave been emphasizing in many 
of the paragraphs of this book. The 
thre. men stated many truths, but Job 
knew them already and they did not 
have any bearing on the case. 

Verse 4. Job was really a just and 
upright man, but the frIends talked to 
him as if be were one beneath the 
notice or God. 

Verse 5. A man who Is Dot In trouble 
hlmoelf will think lightly or one who 
1s. He w1lJ dIsregard such an unfor
tunate person the same as he would 
a lamp or which be did not reel the 
need. 

Verse 6. This verse states facts that 
proye Job's position in the argument 
to · be correcL If aU a:fIlictions are in 
punishment tor sto, then how does it 
come that men who are known to be 
sinners are prosperous! 

Verses 7·10. Thla paragraph refers 
to the providence of God In bis crea
tion. The beasts are blessed through 
the same divine creation as 18 man, 
and through that great impartial 
Providence the good and bad share 
alike In the temporal blesolngs or God. 
This great fact disproves the main 
position or the rrlends or JOb. 

Verse 11. The Creator haa adapted 
all of the creatures of his work to the 
thlnp that were created for their use 
and enjoyment. Thus the ear was made 
in such a manner that it could appre
ciate language. and the mouth was 80 
made that it could receive and make 
use of food. 

Verses 12, 13. The valUe of eXl)eri
ence is the Bubstance of this para· 
graph. These friends were not young 
(Ch. 32 : 4. 6, 9) , and hence their age 
should have brought-them the wisdom 
of experience; however, they did not 
show much indication of it. 

Veree H. God is the ODe who is 
spoken of in this verse. It declares 
that when a man would oppose the 
works or G<>d he will meet with dereat. 
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Verse 16. God's control of the eJe
ments that he h..,s created 1s the lead
ing thought in this verse. 

Verses 16, 17. God knows all about 
man and can overrule the wisest of 
them. 

Verses 18,19. This is along the same 
line of thought as that in Dan. 4: 17. 

Verses 20, 21. God's wisdom and 
power are far above that of all earthly 
characters. The cases where this was 
proved are too numerous to mention. 
but Pharaoh 1s a. noted example of 
Hla superiority over all otbers. 

Verse 22. Light and darkness are 
the terms in this verse that express 
the leading thought. God's might Is 
frequently 1Ilustrated by contrasting 
terms, 8uch a8 heaven and earth, earth 
and sky. dry land and water, etc. In 
the present verse It is Ught as COD.
trasted with darkness. 

Verse 23. Just ODe example w1ll be 
eited In conflrmatlon of tbis statement. 
God caused his own people to increase 
to over half a mUlion of men (Num. 
1; (6), then destroyed or reduced them 
to- a mere remnant of 42,000 (Ezra 
2: 64). 

Venes 24, 25. God caused bls own 
people to wander tbrough the wilder
neM 40 years, after they had given 
way to a spirit of despondency. (Num. 
14: 1-4.) 

JOB 13 
Verses 1. 2. Job stated what has 

been observed from the beginning of 
thla atory, that the friends said msny 
,things that were true but he already 
knew them; also. they had no bearing 
on the case in controversy. The few 
a.saertlons that might have been a 
basis for an argument were not true. 

Verse 3. Job wouJd prefer to make 
his appeal to God. for be would be 
given due consideration in the bear
ing, and not be misrepresented as the 
friends were doing. 

Verse 4. Using the physician as the 
Illustration Job Ukened his frIends to 
one who entered a case without the 
remedy necessary to it. 

Verse 5. They would show more 
wisdom by keeping sUent than by their 
talking, since what they said was false 
in mOBt -particulars; this thought 1s 
also In Prov. 17: 28. 

Verses 6, 7. God does not need the 
assistance of any man, much less one 
who would use deceit in bis speech. 

Verses 8, 9. The friends professed 
to be In harmony with God. Job's 

propoalUon W88 that they come to 
"close quartera" with him and see If 
their contentions would stand the test 
of the dIvine scrutiny. 

Verse 10. If they insist on attacking 
Job at close range while remaining at 
a safe dJstance from God, it is Ukely 
they would justify a wIcked man it 
they could do so secretly and also at 
a safe distance from God. 

Ver ... 11, 12. This paragraph Is a 
rebuke to these men for their lack of 
respect for the Lord. They were for
getful of the many evidences of God's 
greatness. He compared theIr fickle 
memories to ashes and clay. 

Verse 13. Job insisted on "having 
his say" In the controversy and after 
that he would be wlll1ng to take the 
consequences. 

Verse 14. Wherefore means "why," 
and Job asked why he was willing to 
take bis lite In his own hands In the 
manner Just Intimated. 

Verse 16. This verse answers the 
question raised In the preceding one. 
It meaus that no amount of at!Ilctlon, 
even though it would be severe enough 
to threaten his ute, woUld shake hIs 
confidence in God. But even though 
such a severe state of affaire as that 
should come, Job would deny that it 
waa tor the purpose 8.88lgned to him 
by the theory of his three frtendL 

Verse 16. Job would dlsoialm being 
a hypocrite for such a character would 
not have any chance of being saved; 
yet he felt sure of his own chance for 
salvation. 

Verses 17, 18. This paragraph de
scrfbe8 the confidence Job had In the 
justice of his position. Since his argu
ment did not rest on the ground of any 
claim to great righteousness, he was 
ready to face the test If calJed upon 
to do 80. 

Verse 19. Job was so confident that 
he was Innocent of the things they 
were charging against him. that tf 
anyone should prove the contrary it 
would kill him. 

Verses 20-22. The Pwo tMng, Job reo 
quested Ood to do for him were, 'With
Itf'OUl thine /w.n6 snd call thou.. Those 
two favors would encourage Job to 
speak. 
. Verses 23, 24. This plea of Job was 

that which might be made by any de
voted man of God. He was not con
scIous of any particular wrong, as his 
friends had been arguing, but made 
his tonfessfon on the general basis 
that man 18 fraU and in need ' of the 
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mercy 01 God at all times In hI. Ufe 
on earth. 

Verse 26. The weakness of Job was 
compared to a beaten leaf and withered 
stubble. 

Verse 26. Like most human beings, 
Job realized that be had. made mia. 
takes in the daY8 of his youth. and bis 
present experiences caused bim to 
reaUze it more. 

Verses 27. 28. This paragraph 18 an~ 
other description of the unfortunate 
conditions of Job, It was necessary 
that he give us a description of his 
experience. The purpose and maDner 
of Buch a report received a more ex
tended explanation at Ch. 3: 2, 3. and 
the reader 1s requested to conBult those 
comments again. 

JOB 14 
Verae 1. It would be natural for UB 

to think, "All men are born of women, 
hence the statement Is meaningless.. .. 
We w1l1 appreciate the statement more 
after a I1ttle cloeer examination of the 
originals. That tor wom.am. has a wide 
range of meaning the outstanding one 
ot which is "mortal:' Man. is from a 
word that bas the Idea of "human 
species." The phrase therefore mIght 
well be worded: "The species of crea~ 
tUres that Is born of a mortal," etc. 
The additional words of Job Bre based 
on the truth In the first of the verse. 
The history of mankind also verlfl:es 
the statement, and that fact turther 
disproves the oft~repeated claim of the 
three friends, that trouble or a1DlcUon 
comes to man as a penalty for some 
specfal sin. 

Verse 2. The only point in this verse 
Is the . shortness of human Ufe; the 
same thought Is given In J88. 4: 14. 
There Is no comparison between man 
and flowers except as to the uncer
tainty of the length of existence on 
earth. 

Verse 3. The verse means to ask the 
friends if they think It Is fair to re
quire Buch a person to contend with 
another Uke him. Since mankind in 
general Is subject to the tralltles de
scribed above, it is unbecoming for 
one ot 8uch to set himself up 88 judge 
of another in the Bame class and In
volved In the same conditions. 

. Verse'. In vtew of the argument 
of the three friends, and of the facts 
establlshed at V. 1, the clema. man 
would be such a person as Job (and 
yet all men are in the same class as 
he). Therefore. it would be Impo88lble 
tor anyone to produce a clean man, 

because to do so It would be necessary 
to bring a clean. thing out of that 
which Is unclean and that could not 
be done. 

Verse 6. Job was addressing him
solt to God in whose hand Is the Ufe 
and existence of everyone. Determined 
and -number should not be allowed to 
confuse us. It does not mean that God 
arbitrarily UmIts the exact length of 
man's life. Tbe key to the passage is 
In the words are with thee. God alone 
knows just how long any man is going 
to live, but that time wlll be brought 
about by the various conditions that 
may prove to be his lot in this earthly 
existence. Appointed 11.1.8 bounds was 
done when man was cut ott from the 
tree of Hte and made subject to 
"vanIty." (Rom. 8: 20.) 

Verse 6 . . Much of the language of 
Job was spoken as if addressed dl~ 
recUy to GOd. However. it was also 
intended. to suggest to the friends 
what they should do. The presept 
verse is one of such and means for 
the friend to let Job alone and allow 
him to live out his days unmolested 
by others. 

Verses 7-9. Besides the two thoughts 
expressed in the preceding paragraph, 
very much of Job's teaching was in
tended for the benefit of all mankInd. 
This paragraph showed his beUef In 
another Ufe; it was expressed by B 
comparlslon to the renewal of the life 
of a tree through its roots even atter 
the body, had been cut down. 

Verse 10. A materialist Is one wbo 
saYS there is no part of man that 
exists or 1s conscious after death, and 
that when one dies aU there ever was 
of him goes into the grave. Such a 
theory is one form of infldelity and 
puts human beings in the same class 
with dumb beasts. The tlresent verse 
is claimed to prove the theory becaUse 
it says that man wasteth awtW. Accord
Ing to 1 Thess. 5: 23 man has three 
parts and the body is one of those 
parts; it is the part that wastes away. 
The question where iB he shows there 
Is something about man besides tbe 
body, for we all know where it is atter 
death. Job did not answer the question 
In this place but we w1ll have seen 
beyond all doubt that he beUeved in 
another lite atter death, before we are 
done with the various declarations 
made by him reported in this book. 

Verses 11. 12. That part of man 
called the body w!ll He down In death 
and rile not; tin the heavena be no 
more. The last phrase in italics clearl,.-
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teaches there wlll be a resurrection 
when the time comes for the heavens 
to be no more. Certainly there will be 
no resurrection before that time comes. 

Verse 13. Job would have preferred 
deatb to lIle In misery It It bad pleased 
God to release him from thIs Ute. 

Vene U. All punctuation marks in 
the Bible have been added by man. 
Most of them afe correct but we should 
be careful not to be misled by them. 
The question mark in the verse is not 
correct, for Job had no doubt of an· 
other I1te. The statement has the 
force of a positive declaration 8S if 
he bad said, "Though a man die. he 
shall live again!' Because of that be
Uef Job was ready to wait for the 
appolnted time to come when his vile, 
decaying, diseased body would be 
changed into one of deathless vigor 
and of immortal structure. 

Verse 15. Thou 8halt can agrees 
with the exa.ct wards ot Jesus In John 
5: 28, 29. 

Verse 16. Numbered m1l step, means 
the steps on earth are limited by the 
restrictions that God haa placed on aU 
mankind. See Gen. 2: 17; Rom. 8: 20; 
Heb. 9 : 27. 

Verse 17. Sealed u.p in a bag means 
that God knows all about the conduct 
ot man even though It Is unknown to 
others. 

Verses 18. 19. The point In this para
graph Is the power of God over all 
things In the universe, including man 
who was made In his own image. 

Verse 20. Countenance is tram a 
word that also means "face." This is 
an impressive statement to my mind. 
And It Is contrary to the teaching of 
the materialists who say that all there 
Is of man goes to the grave at death. 
It that were so, then who or what Is 
sent away as the text declares? 

Verse 21. Some part ot man does 
not go away or his SODS would not 
com.e to honor blm. If It meant that 
they honored bis memory. they could 
do that in their own homes without 
coming to any other place. He knoweth 
it not because bls SODS came to honor 
bls dead body at the funeral and of 
course he (bis body) would know noth
Ing about it. 

Verse 22. I like the way Morratt 
renders tbls verse which is as follows: 
"But his kinsfolk grieve for him, and 
for him his servants mourn." 

JOB 15 
Verses 1. 2. The "friend" who first 

spoke to Job took his turn again. Let 
not the reader expect much new ma.
tecial In this speech. When ·& man 
holds to a false theory he can think. 
of very little to aa.y that even looks 
as If it belonged to the subject In 
this paragraph El1phaz merely accused. 
Job of being a windy declaimer. 

VerBes 3, 4. In addition to accusing 
Job of using vatn talk. he charged him 
with being unwilling to pray which 
we all know to have been a talse 
accusation. 

Verses 5. 6. About the only comment 
that should be made on this paragraph 
Is that It Is a bundle of talse accu
sations. 

Verses 7, 8. This verse Intimates 
that Job had claimed to poSseBB all 
knowledge, and that he ranked far 
above all other men. Eveo a glance 
at the speeches ot Job that we have 
heard 80 far wUl deny the charge. 

Verses 9, 10. Job bad not said that 
the friends were without knowledge. 
They had stated much truth and he 
did not deny It. All that be dId claim 
was that the things they knew .and 
stated bad nothing to do with the case. 
That Is what be meant In Ch. 6: 25 
when he asked. "what doth your argu
tng reprove" [prove]. 

Verse 11. No. the consolations ot 
God were not small with Job. In fact. 
they were the only ones he counted 
on for these friends were offering 
him none. 

Verses 12. 18. Heart carry thee away 
was his way of Baying that Job was 
beside hlmselt and saying things that 
he did not reaUze. 

Verse 14. This was an Implied false 
accusation. Job Dever claimed to be 
innocent, but that his a:t'fltcUons were 
not a special punishment. 

Verse 15. ThIs might be said to be 
true tor 2 Pe. 2: 4 says that angels 
do eln. 

Verse 16. Men as well 88 angels 
will be treated according to thelr .con
duct. Job bas been teaching the same 
thing all through the controversy. 

Verses 17·19. Eltpbaz pretended that 
he was about to Impart some great 
and new truths to Job; we shall see 
what they were It he had any to tell. 

Verse 20. But they turned out to be 
untrue. for wicked men are as free 
trom pain as any other clasa ot human 
individuals. 
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Veraea 21-23_ Thi. again was not 
true to the !acts. The wicked man has 
freQuently been among the most pros
perOUI of the creatures of the earth. 

Verse 24. Instead of the unright
eOU8 one being afraid, be is boastful 
and feels prepared to do a8 he pleases 
in spite of all opposition, human or 
divine. 

Verse 25. The wicked person stretches 
out his hand against God, it 18 true. 
but h. has clothed himselt with a t..,i
ing of security that wUl finally prove 
vatn. 

Vena 26. He (the wicked man) 
nm.net1l. upotl. him (God). It repre
sents a wicked human being making 
a charge upon God all if be were a 
warrior's steed decorated with flashy 
ornaments and indlcaUons of strength 
and accompllBhments. 

Verse 27. Th1a Is an exaggerated 
description of a prosperous person wbo 
Is putred. up by bls own sense of im
portance. 

Verse 28. This wicked man is 80 
powertul that be can overcome the 
dlaadvantages of cities that had fallen 
to decay and ready to be heaped in 
rutns. 

Ver... 29, 30. EUphaz wanted to 
impress Job concerning hts own 
threatened downtall by describtng the 
ta.i1ure ot this wicked one. 

Verae 31. This was good advice but 
entirely olf ot the oublect being dis
cualed. 

Verse 32. Before hu time means the 
defeat at the wicked wtll come pre
maturely. 

Verae 33. Shake off unripe grape 
hu the same meaning ot prematurity 
as the Italicized words in the pre
ceding ve ..... 

Ve .... 34, 36. This paragniph and 
most at the ones preceding In this 
chapter stated much truth. However. 
It was truth already known to Job and 
was taught by him. But It was all 
outside of the subject that was sup
posed" to be under consideration. 

JOB 16 
Verses 1. 2. Mi.terabk i8 rendered 

.. troublesome" m the margin and It 18 
supported by the lexIcon. It means 
that the speeches which they made on 
pretellBe of consoUng him. were only 
a bother to him. They did not tell 
him anything but what he knew. and 
it had no bearing on hiB situation. 

Verae 3. VGf.n. words were those that 
were empty" or useless. and their words 

were such because they did not touch 
the subject, much less solve the 
problem. 

Verse 4. This verse shows the well
known tdea expressed tn the state
ment. "Put yourself in my place and 
see how it will appear to YOU." It 
that were done, Job would have as 
much reason to reproach the ufriends" 
as they professed to bave against him. 

Veno 6. But if Job could actually 
exchange places with them. be would 
speak real words of comfort to them 
instead of debasing them as they were 
dOing him. 

Verse 6. As the case stood. aU of 
the remarks of Job were ignored al
though he had the faets on hiB Bid. of 
the conversations. 

Verse 7. He and thou both refer 
to God. because he had. suffered the 
conditions to come upon Job. That 
ap1)1181 even to the provocation caused. 
by the de!olate company that bad come 
into his presence. This 1s the same 
thought aa expressed by mi serable 
comforten mentioned tn V. 2. 

Verse 8. Job was so 111 or under
nourished that it waB re!leeted by the 
emaciated. appearance of his face. 

Verae. 9, 10. He and they !n thiB 
paragraph are the "friends" who bave 
been tantalizing Job with thetr talse 
reasoning. Smitten me upon the oheck 
was 88.1d ftguratively. They had not 
made any physical atta.ek on Job, but 
their scorntul reference to the -wasted 
condition of bis cheek was as bad as 
if they had struck him there. 

Verse 11. Job did not believe nor did 
he mean that God put him into the 
bands of the ungod1y as a means of 
punishment. Yet he considered thIs 
opportunity for persecuting him as 
coming from God for 80me purpose not 
yet known to him. 

Verses 12, 13. This paragraph is a 
figurative description of the misfor
tunes that God had Buffered to come 
upon Job. Taken by the 1I-eck was said 
in reference to a fam1l1ar practice in 
war. By getting hold of one's neck It 
made it possible to use the sword more 
effectively In slaying the foe. emu is 
bttter and wben used ftguratlTely re
tera to the bltterness of aftIICtfODS. 

Verses 14, 16. ThIs is Borne more 
description of Job's misfortunes. When 
1&.om 18 used figuratively 1t refers to 
power or prosperity. The language 
means that Job's fortunes had been 
reversed upon him. 

Verse 16. Tbrough daily and con~ 
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stant weeping, Job's face was stained 
with the mixture of briny tears and 
the PUB from his sores. And he bad 
spent so much time in this sorrowful 
crying that his eyelids were inflamed 
and swollen and had the appearance of 
one near death. I shall frequently ask 
the reader to turn back to the com· 
ments at Ch. 3: 2. 3 and consider them 
in connection with the places where 
Job seemed to take so much pains to 
describe the depth of his misfortunes 
and Buffering. 

Verse 17. Again Job disclaimed any 
guilt that had called for this Buffering. 

Verse 18. The thought in this verse 
is that his blood should not, be si
lenced, If it were covered then its 
cry would have no place. Instead of 
that. he wants bis blood to be allowed 
to cry out for justice 88 did Abel's 
In Gen. 4: 10. 

Verse 19. Earthly "friends" had 
turned against Job and falsely accused 
him. But there was One on high who 
understood and would some day bear 
witness to his innocency. 

Verse 20. While Job's friends scorned 
him and poured contempt on his tears, 
he would tUrn his face toward God 
who can "wipe away all tears." (Rev. 
21: 4.) 

Verse 21. Job's friends had been 
pleading with him to confess to a guUt 
which he did not have. He prayed for 
some one to plead with God in behalf 
of the unfortunate. 

Verse 22. Job believed In another 
life after this, but he did not believe 
that mankind would again live on the 
earth. (Ch. 7: 9, 10.) 

JOB 17 
Verses 1. 2. Job was not only ready 

for the grave apparently. but his days 
were being made more bitter by the 
provocation of mockers. Because of 
such a sorrowful condition he turned 
his attention to God. 

Verse 3. Strike hands means to join 
hands in support of another. Job 
pleads with God to give him someone 
to help him in his burdens instead of 
making them heavier. 

Verse 4. Thou hast hid is a negative 
term. It means that God had not given 
these friends a heart of understanding 
that they might use better reasoning. 

Verse 6. Job did not want the 
friends to flatter him. for even the 
children of flatterers are in danger. 
What.he wanted was for. them to speak 
the plaih truth. 

Verse 6. The original for talJret is 
from another Hebrew word that means 
a drum; something to beat upon. When 
used figuratively it means something 
to be held in contempt and be cuffed 
about as a football. The people had 
been using Job in that way. 

Verse 7. The condition of Job's eyes 
was described at Ch. 16: 16. Members 
means his limbs. They had become so 
lean from his atHictions and under· 
nourishment that they looked like 
skeletons. Doubtless his observers said 
he was but a shadow of himself. 

Verse 8. Job knew that he would re
ceive Uttle comfort from his "friends," 
but he believed that upright men would 
be aBtonied (astonished) at their 
hyprocrisy. 

Verse 9. Job had confidence in the 
conduct of the righteous and believed 
all such would become stronger and 
stronger. 

Verse 10. This verse was addressed 
to the three friends. Oome thou is an 
obsolete way of saying, "see here and 
listen to me." He then told them 
there was not a wise man among them. 

Verse 11. The misfortunes of Job 
had changed all of his plans. 

Verse 12. Ordinartly we think of 
night more unfavorably than of day. 
The verse is merely a picture of the 
upside-down experiences that had been 
forced on Job. 

Verse 13. If Job shOUld think to find 
solace by looking into the future, aU 
he could see was the grave. His lack 
of accommodations was like a man who 
had no light to see how to make his bed, 

Verse 14. In this verse the terms 
father, mother and 8ister are used 
figuratively because they signify near
ness to one. Job had been closely con
nected with corruption and the worms 
that had been ever creeping over him. 

Verses 16, 16. Job asked what hope 
he had of being relieved of the worms 
that infested his body. He then aD
swered the question by a reference to 
the pit which here means the grave. 
He expected to have no relief from all 
these pests unttl his body went with 
them to. the grave, at which time they 
would rest together in. the dtUlt. 

JOB 18 
Verses 1, 2. It was Btldad's tUrn 

next to speak. This paragraph means 
that he wants Job to keep still 80 the 
rest of them could speak. 

Verse 3. This was a false accusation. 
Job had even admItted many of the 
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things tbey had said. but denied only 
tbat they pertained to tb. c ..... 

Verse 4. How absurd was the · 8tat~ 
ment in the Ught of what we have 
read. Job bas been meeting all the 
claims of the friends with BOund rea.
soning, But such extravagant remarks 
as these of Bildad give evJdence that 
he is at his Umlt of bis words. 

Verses 6-10. I have grouped tb .... 
verses Into ODe paragraph because they 
a11 are to the sa.me effect. They give a 
good description of a fooUsb and boast
ful man, but the informaUon was un
necessary, for it did not apply to this 
afflicted man. 

Ver.e 11. This Implied what was 
untrue for Job had manifested unusual 
courage amid , all of hie terrible atDic
Uooe. 

Venes 12. 13. This paragraph 1m· 
plied that Job was stricken with hun· 
ger and other destttute conditions as 
a result of his sln8. That has been 
e~poBed many times. 

Verse 14. When 'Icing Ie used ftgura
tIvely it has the significance of some
thing gigantic. The verse means that 
a character like the one just described 

"will be confronted with huge troubles 
that will terrify him. 

Verse 16. ThIs king of terrors w111 
take posBe88lon of the evil man's taber
nacle and treat him &8 it It were not 
his own by righttul possession, but 
that it belonged to this "king." Brim
stone was used to indicate the burning 
shame that would envelop the habita
tion of tbe wicked person. all of which 
Is Dot to be denied. 

Verses 16-18. This paragraph will 
take the 88JIle comments as VB. 5-10. 

Verse 19. It was true that Job lost 
all of his family. but It was not true 
that It was because of any fault of his. 

VerBe 20. Yes, no doubt that the 
people who Uved atter Job's day were 
astonled (astonished) . However,lt was 
because of the remarkable recovery 
that he made. 

Verse 21. All of this verse was 
true but had no appltcation to Job. 
Therefore the speech waa wasted 88 
far u tbe real 188ue was concerned. 

JOB 19 
Verses 1. 2. The sullerlng tbat Job 

was undergoing was severe enough 
without being tormented wIth the mis
applied words of these friends. 

Verse" 3. Ten time, Is just a ftgure 
of speech" referring to the many times 

Job had been reproached by the false 
speeches forced upon his ears. 

Verse 4. If Job had been as sinful 
as they charged against him, no one 
was Injured by it and therefore they 
should keep stUI. That 1s the mean
ing of his words error remainetJ&. with 
mY8~lf. 

Verses 6, 6. If their charges were 
admitted they should even then be 
willing to keep sttu. What more could 
they 18k Job to do in the way ot 
amends sInce God "1KUJ, overthrown him 
wi th a.fl11ctions. 

Verso 7. Wrong is rendered by Uvio
lence" In the margin and refers to 
Job's a.flUctlons. He complained that 
his hearers did not pay any attention 
to his cries of pain and anguish. In
stead. they added to It by their fal .. 
accusations. 

Versee 8-10. He reters to God whom 
Job understood to be the one who 
allowed the misfortunes to eome on 
him. He haa never disputed the claim 
of the "friends" that God had brought 
on the condition. The disagreement 
haa been aa to why It was brought. 
The friends have maintained that it 
was for some specific punishment for 
Job's sin, whtle he has denied that in 
view of the fact that all classes of men 
are a1Dleted. 

Verse 11. This verse" Is more along 
the same Une of thought expressed 
above. 

Verse 12. The great number of Job's 
afB1ctions Is compared to a diviSion of 
soldiers making an attack upon a help. 
1es8 position. 

Verse 13. Brethren muat refer to 
Job's tellow citizens and more distant 
relatives. His immediate famlly had 
been entirely destroyed by the dis
asters of Ch. 1. 

Verse 14. Ki1l31olk could refer to 
Job's Immediate famUy since they had 
all been taken from him. F1"I.enM Is 
not in the original and the lentence 
means that tbe folk who ba.d. tormerly 
observed him now overlOOked him. 
Forgotten. Is from an original word 
that means to be "Inattentive." It 
therefore does not mean they actually 
had. a. lapse of memory about him. but 
that they felt above noticJne him due 
to bis lowly condlUon. 

Verse 16. We recall that Job's tl9Ih
and·blood relatives had been taken 
from him by violence, but he Btill had 
a sort of home with profeBsed servants. 
But aU of these, too, had come to be 
"above" him and treated him as a 
"stranger. 
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Verse 16. A servant In the olden 
times uBually responded very promptly 
to the call of his master. Job's ser
vant not only faUed to do his bidding 
but did not 80 much as answer him. 
And all this notwithstanding the fact 
that his atHtcted master begged for 
service. The moat ordinary sense of 
sympathy should have moved. even a 
superior to gtve Job some assistance. 
much more a servant whose duty was 
to do 80. 

Verse 17. We recall the attitude that 
Job's wife bad shown toward him in 
the beginning of his aftllctlons (Ch. 2: 
9); we here see Borne more of that 
attitude. She treated him a8 if he were 
a stranger on account of his objection
able appearance. Ohildren'8 sake would 
bave to be tn the sense of the sake 
of their memory. for they had all been 
destroyed. 

Verse 18. You-ng cMlttren.. The first 
italicized word is not in the origina1. 
The eecond Ie from a word with a. wide 
range of meaning, and the expression 
means that the ottspring of the citizens 
treated Job w1th disrespect. 

Verse 19. This verse means that the 
most intimate a.&soclates whom Job had 
had tUrned against him and spurned 
his laTe. 

Verse 20. There is a famnlar ex
pre88ion used In reference to a person 
who hu become very lean which is 
that 8uch a one "Is nothing but skin 
and bones." That is what Job meant 
by the first part of this verse. Skin 
Of m.y teet'" Is a highly figurative state
ment, that Job had barely escaped 
total destructton. 

Verses 21, 22. Job has denied all 
.through the discussions that God was 
afflicting him for the purpose ot punish
ment. However, he did beUeve that 
God was doing It for some purpose not 
revealed, and he begged his friends 
to ptty him Instead of making his suf
ferings worse by falsely accusing him. 

Vene 23. 24. Job has made many 
declaratIons of bls fa1th In God, also 
of his bellef in the prospect of another 
Ufe. He was 80 pmdtive about It that 
he had no fears that futUre develop
ments would prove him to have been 
mistaken. And because at this assur
ance he wished that many assertions 
on the subject were even inscribed in 
a rock for its permanence, 80 that the 
future would be able to confirm his 
professions of faith. After making this 
wish. he made another and one of his 
most glorious declarations of faitb. in 

another life which w\lI be considered 
soon, 

Verse 25_ There are several words 
in thIs verse that should receive a 
critical examination In order the better 
to understand and appreciate the noted 
paaaage. Redeemer is from GAWAL and 
Is defined as follows : "A primitive 
root, to redeem (according to the 
Oriental law of kinship). I. e. to be 
the next of kin (and as such to buy 
bo.ck a relative's property. marry his 
widow, etc.)"-Strong. Liveth Is from 
CHAT and the definition of Strong that 
pertains to our UBe Is. "Alive , . . 
strong ... Ufe (or Uving thing)." 
Stand is trom QUWM and Strong's defi
nition is, "A primitive root; to rise 
(tn various appl1catfons, Uterally. figu
ratively. intensively and causatively." 
Young defines it. "To rise up; be es
tabllshed; stand flrm." It bas no refer
ence to the posture or condition of the 
body. The verse then means that Job's 
bondage to aftllction will be lifted from 
blm and all or the hopes ot floal de
I1verance from this world of decay and 
suttering wtll be realized. The "nearest 
or kin" is tbe divine One who bas 
power to redeem and he wUl show 
that he has sucb power over the things 
or earthly decay by bringing them out 
ot their "bondage ot corruption" [Rom. 
8: 21] at the resurrection of the "latter 
d~y." 

Verse 26. Worm, and botl1J are not 
in the original as separate words. 
Skin Is from a Hebrew word that is 
itself from another Hebrew word that 
means, .. to be bare," the idea being 
that about all of hlB !leshly being will 
have been destroyed after death. In 
my tle8'" Is rendered Uwithout my 
flesh" In the R. V. I have examined 
Mofratt's translation and others in the 
Ught ot the lexicon and beHeve It to 
be correct. I request the reader to con
sult the same tor the tuller informa
tion. 

Verse 27. Job expected some day to 
see the Lord face to face and not have 
to depend on what others could tell 
him. And this hope he held for him· 
self as against the consuming desire 
he had to see God. 

Verses 28, 29. This l)aragraph Is a 
little dlfftcult In Its form of expreSSion. 
Its meaning Is to warn the triends of 
the judgment of God against them 
when the divine truth will be finally 
made known. 

JOB 20 
Verses 1, 2. Zophar's second tum to 

speak came next. It w1l1 be well to 
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state again the position of the friends 
in the discussion. They claimed that 
God never a1ftlcted a man except as a 
punishment tor Bome sin. Since Job 
was a1IIlcted It meant that be had 
sinned and 8&ou1d make full amends 
tor it in order to be restored to health. 
Job did Dot claIm to be absolutely per· 
lect, but he dId dony that hi. aIlIlctlon 
was a special punishment from God 
since all classes of men were known 
to have aftllctioDs. In tbis discussion 
the friends stated some truths but 
they had no bearing on the Is8ue being 
considered. In this paragraph Zopbar 
stated his reasons tor speaking again. 
that his thoughts drove him to it . . 

Verse 3. Check 01 my reproach means 
tbat Job had reproached Zopbar by 
checking his thoughts; tOT tbat reason 
be just bad to speak again. 
. Verses 4:. 5. Job would readily have 
agreed to the statement about the 
wicked man's triumphs. Therefore. 
there was no point made on the dis
cussion at hand. 

Verses 6, 7. The shameful hum1Ha
tiOD of the man who was proud of his 
apparent successes is the subject ot 
thl. paragraph. 

Verses 8. 9. These figures at speech 
describe the final downfall of the man 
who attains greatness in an unright
eous manner. He w1l1 become prac
ticany tnvlstble because even the place 
he once occupied will be vacant. 

Verse 10. According to the transla
tion in the margin at the Bible this 
verse means the chUdren w1l1 become 
victims at other voople. That Is cor
rect, for it was to be a condition un
favorable to this evn man. 

Verse 11. In this place Zopbar even 
intimated that Job was being punished 
for sins committed in the days ot his 
youth. 

Verses 12-16 . . This paragraph claims 
that the sins of Job may have brought 
him pleasure whlle committing them. 
but that afterward they would turn 
against him. Such was the argument 
Zophar was making regarding the ex
veriences of Job. 

Verse 16. A man might suck the 
polson ot asps and not realize that 
anything objectionable would result. 
Afterwards the effects of the potson 
would show up in some form. just as 
Jhe etrects ot Job's sins were mani
fest~ng themselves In his afflictions. 

Verse 17. The desirable things the 
wicked man looked tor will be dented 
him; he will not get · to see them to 
'enjoy them. 

Verse 18. Shall he restore means he 
shall not get to keep the fruits of his 
labor. Instead of retaining the things 
for his own use. others wUI possess 
them. 

Verses 19, 20. A glance at the state
ments of God as to the , righteousness 
01 Job (Ch. 1: 8) will show this para· 
graph to be a false accusaUon. 

Verses 21. 22. Just at the time when 
Job was the most vrosperous It was all 
taken from him. All of this was a 
true statement but it was not for the 
reason that Zophar was contending it 
to ba ve been. 

Verses 23. 24. This passage shows a 
false claJm. Job did Dot uflee" trom 
the condition in the sense of resenting 
it. Instead, his attitude was indIcated 
by the wonderfUl expression found in 
Ch. 13: 15, 

Verse 25. This verse was supposed 
to descrIbe Job as being like a man 
who ran from a weapon but who was 
overtaken by it. That was another 
false claim although the affliction had 
been great enougb to be compared to 
the worst at weapons. 

Verse 26. Fire not blown. means a 
weak fire. one not fanned Into a strong 
blaze. Even such a weak fire would 
consume Job because he was unworthy 
to survive. The 1aet of the verse means 
that any who mtght wish to remain 
with Job would be brought down. 

Verses 27-29. There Is nothing new 
In this paragraph. It repeats the same 
line so often let out before and de
scribes the lot of any man who would 
disobey God. 

JOB 21 
Verses 1-3. The friends seemed to 

get much satisfaction out of their talk
ing. Job wanted to have some at the 
same kind of satisfaction or consola
tion. He requested them to listen to 
him for a while after whIch they might 
.mock en if they wished. 

Verse 4. Job was not looking to man 
for justice, therefore man had no rea.. 
Son to Jnterfere with his complaining. 

Verse 6. In view of , the thought in 
the preceding verse. Job asked them 
to take notice ot hIs condition and then 
keep still until he made his Bveech. 

Verse 6. At every notice that Job 
took of his condition he was "filled 
with fear. 

Verse 7. There are several verses on 
the position that Job has maintained 
all through the discussions. He said 
that unworthy men were known to be 

·--
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favored by the good things of life, 
therefore the misfortunes of one man 
did not prove him to be s1nful. This 
and some following verses are on that 
line of thought. 

Verse 8. The children of wicked 
men are otten seen to be successful 
thus giving them much to be happy 
over. On the other hand, Job had lost 
his chlldren by violence. 

Verse 9. The homes of wicked men 
are often known to be secure. while 
those ot Job'" chlldren had been de
stroyed by a storm of wind. 

Verse 10. This verse means that the 
live stock would reproduce. CJa.Bteth 
not her calf means the caU would not 
be born prematurely. 

Verses 11, 12. The chlldren of the 
wicked afe otten numerous and happy. 
and Bre able to engage In exercises ot 
pleasure. 

Verse 13. In. Cl m..om.Em.t Indicates they 
w1l1 die in peace; not Butter from a 
lingering disease before death. 

Verses 14, 15. The success of their 
plans for pleasure causes them to feel 
Independent of God. On tbat account 
they will say, "Depart from U8." Being 
thUB succeMful they cannot think of 
any reason for serving God. 

Verse 16. The pronouns in this verse 
are used a lltUe vaguely. The thought 
is that the persons being considered 
are acting independently of God. 

Verse 17. The wicked are not always 
successful; Job has not claimed they 
were. He maintained only that they 
were as Ukely to be 80 as were the 
righteous. But they also are liable to 
feel the wrath of God. as against evil 
doera 

Verse 18. When Btubbre and chGtr 
are used for purposes of comparison it 
is to indicate Jightness. The characters 
are llkened thus because they are so 
unimportant that they wUl soon vanish 
away as tho chaff disappears before 
the wind, 

Verse 19. Iniquitv 1a from AVON and 
is sometimes translated, "punishment 
of Iniquity," It Is true that G<ld will 
vunish the best of his children. (Heb. 
12: 6.) In view of that 1t would be 
no reflection on Job if his present af· 
flictions werE! a chastisement from the 
Lord. That sUll would not prove the 
theory of the three friends. 

Verses 20-22. Knowing that these 
unpleasant experiences may come to 
the man who displeases Gcd. surely a 
man would Dot stubbornly disobey him 

88 the friends had been intimating 
against Job's conduct. 

Verses 23-25. I bave made one para
graph out of these verses 80 the reader 
wUl see and appreciate the argument 
of Job. The first and last of the verses 
should be coDsldered. especially. The 
experiences of the two men In them 
are just opposite to each other, yet one 
of them is 8S likely to be sinful 8JI the 
other. The words of the middle verse 
Pore figurative, meaning the man is 
healthy and prosperous. 

Verse 26. The fraUty of all hnman 
beinga and their common lot In the 
grave Is the subject of the verse. It 
brings to mind some words of an old 
song, "Six feet or earth makes U8 all 
of one size." 

Verses 27, 28. The arrogant ques
tions of the friends Implied that Job 
was wicked though he was proeperous. 
But now where are the dwelling place, 
he once bad? 

Verse 29. Job would have bls ac
cusers take Information from almost 
anyone. They would be able to speak 
from observation and form a better 
conclusion than the Utrlends," 

Verse 30. The New Testament teacbes 
this same truth In 2 Pe. 2: 9. Since 
all are to get their just dues at last, 
the wicked w1ll not be punished in 
this Ufe, 

Verses 31, 32. The pronOUDS refer 
to the wicked man. He i6 not to be 
punished. in this Ufe, therefore DO one 
can confront him face to face with his 
doom. No, he w1ll go to his grave the 
same as other men and remain there 
untll the day of accounts. 

Verae 33, Oloa. 0' tM valley 18 a 
poettc reference to the grave. It 18 the 
,ame valley referred to by David in 
J'sa. 23: 4 except that he meant the 
ordeal of death itself, whUe Job meant 
the narrow vale at the grave where 
the body will rest after death, In (!Om
parison with the a,1IUctions of the body 
whlle In this life, the cold earth will 
be a place of sweet rest. 

Verse 34. In view of Job's beUef tn 
the tinal plans of the Lord, he eon
sidered the so-called comfort offered 
to him by his friends as a falle on~ 

JOB 22 
Verses I, !. Elllphaz was the tint 

speaker of the three "friends. t, He 18 
now about to make hlB third and last 
speech to Job, The position will not 
be changed, but he will repeat many 
ot the assertions that have alread7 
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been made. He asked if a man could 
be as profitable to God as to himself. 
Anyone would answer It with a negs.· 
Uve but that would not touch the qUe&
tlon at hand. 

Verse 3. It Is of no advantage to 
God to have a man UTe a righteous 
Ute. This Is the teaching of Ellphaz 
and all people wtll agree with him. 
Job not excepted. That Is. the Lord 
would not be personally benefited by 
the righteousness of man and it Ie not 
for that purpose; It Is for the benefit 
of man's BOU1. 

Ve11leB 4, 6. God will Dot argue wIth 
man in order to get him to do right, yet 
Job ought to repent of his wickedness. 

Verses 6-10. SInce Job denied being 
gullty of any specific sin, EUphaz 
named a number of them as suggestions 
tn hope that be would admit them. 

Verses 11-14. Ellphaz Implied that 
Job was making his claim of inno
cence because he did not really know 
how great and wise the Lord is. 

Verses 15·17. Job was asked to recall 
the experiences of wicked men who 
had lived before him and profit thereby. 

Verses 18·21. Again Job was bidden to 
take a leS80n from the experiences of' 
the generations who Uved before bim. 

. Verses 22, 23. Ellphaz came directly 
to bls oJd theory and exhorted Job 
to repent 

Verses 24-30. This whole paragraph 
18 on the same Une. If Job would ac
knowledge his sins and make amends 
then the Lord would abundantly bless 
him. 

JOB 23 
Verses 1. 2. Stroke .•• l/,e(Wier ••• 

grCKming. Job had been accused ot 
complainIng unjustly. He affirms that 
be had underestimated his aftUctlons. 

Verses 3·5. The friends have charged 
that Job would not face God with bis 
problems. He maintained an opposite 
attitude and wished that he might be 
permitted to come tnto nearness with 
Him to plead his cause. 

Verse 6. Job believed that God would 
be more considerate of him than his 
frtends. 

Verse 7. There meaDS the 8eat of 
the Lord referred to in V. 3. Job be
lieved be would stand Bome chance In 
the presence of God. 

Verses 8, 9. God was invisIble to the 
human eye and hence was not taking 
the part of Job In any outward mani· 
festatlon. 

Verse 10. It 10 pathetic to know that 
.Job was tn the dark as to why he was 
being afIIIcted, except he believed It to 
be some kind of a test for him. He 
was not bitter over it but looked for· 
ward to the time or place when the 
test would be over and be would come 
out of it In the favor of God. 

Verse 11. Job"s confldenee in the 
future was due to his faithfulness in 
treading the pathway of righteowm .... 

Veree 12. Job regarded the words of 
the Lord above all other necessary 
things. 

Verses 13, 14. The lubJee\ of this 
paragraph Is the wledom of God. It ta 
to be esteemed as perfect although we 
cannot always understand its worJdna:a. 

Ver_ 15-17. Job was filled with 
awe at the presence of God. IfGl>8th 
my Aeo.rt lolt meanB he felt humbled 
under the divine influence. He would 
have preferred death before the present 
affiictlons came had that been the will 
of God. 

JOB 24 
Verso 1. Time. are not h.idden means 

that God knows all about man and hts 
conduct. That being so, why are wicked 
men 8utl'ered to be prosperous? 

VerBes 2~10. This enUre paragraph 
is a description of the ways of wicked 
men. The argument of Job 18 that if 
Buch wicked men can · be thus happy 
and prosperous, the misfortunes of an· 
other do not prove him to be wicked 
as the friends have been arguing. 

Verse 11. The wicked are able to 
quench their thirst by the wine of 
their own production, thus enjoying 
the frutt of their own labors. 

Verses 12. These wicked men may 
impose on others until they groan, yet 
God does not atop them with any pun~ 
lshment in the way of affiictions. 

Verses 13, 14. This paragraph should 
take the comments on Vs. 2·10. 

Verses 15·17. The New Testament 
has this teaching on the attitude of 
unrighteous men toward light (In. 3: 
19·21). The burglar observes the con
ditions while be has the Ught to assist 
him, then uses the cover of darkness 
to help In his wicked acUon. 

Verses 18-26. In groupIng so many 
verses into one paragraph I am not 
depriving the reader of any comments 
that otherwise would have been of
teredo Job has argued from the start 
that men who have been successful 
have been 8.8 free from afflictions as 
the unsuccessful ones. From that tact 
be based his denial that hi. aIIIlctions 
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were sent on him as a punishment tor 
sin. That position made it logical tot 
him to give much detaU to his descrip
tion of meD who were prosperous 
though wicked. He closed this para
graph with a demand that his friends 
d18prove his words. 

JOB 2S 
Verses 1, 2. BUdad's tUrn came next; 

his was the second In order of the 
speeches. It Is stgnlfteant tbat bis 
speech was very briet and contained 
nothing new. The strength of Job's 
position has been sbown by the tact 
that the friends were unable to an
swer a single one of his arguments. 
Instead. their speeches became weaker 
and weaker, and Blldad :tInally was 
able only to make this weak speech of 
6 verses. The next tn line would bave 
been ·Zopbar, but he will not be heard 
any more at all. This paragraph de
scrtbes the greatness of God, all ot 
which is admitted. but is not to the 
point. 

Verse 3. The power of God Is likened 
to a king with many soldiers at his 
command. 

Verse 4. No man can be. just in the 
slgbt of God and Job was foremost In 
teaching that truth. As to the 18.8t sen
tence, Job bad already amrmed its an
swer in the noted pRS88.ge of Ch. 14.: 1·4. 

Verse 6. God's power to stop the 
shining of the moon does not prove 
any objection to the light of that body. 
The stars are material things and not 
sub~t to the laws of righteousness. 

Verse 6. Of course one man would 
be a worm if his tather were one. The 
word is from two different originals 
that have practically the same mean· 
ing. The idea. Is that man is of such 
lowly origin that he will perish Uke a 
worm. In view ot that no man should 
think to compare himself with God. 
To aU of this Job would have given bis 
approval but it was not on the subject. 

JOB 26 
Verses I , 2. Thl8 18 the beginning 

of Job's speech of 6 chapters. The 
three friends have been given turns to 
argue against him. Here we have the 
wonderfUl spectade of three healthy 
men, In possession of aU their facultles 
and blessings, taking turna attacking 
one man. This one man was unaided 
and was compelled to talk against the 
3 men while he was overwhelmed with 
disease and stinging from the loss of 
family and property. But he was 
strong in the righteousness of bis 

cause. In this long speech Job wUl 
give us many truths, not only such as 
will directly concern the lasue between 
him and the three friends, but w1ll be 
instructive tor all of us. Much ot the 
speech will be on the goodness and 
greatness ot God. 

Verses 3, 4. The language is In 
question form but is intended to be 
positive as declaring the greatness of 
God. 

Verse 6. Dea4 18 from a word that 
means "ghost," and is used here In 
the sense of something unseen to man. 
The myriad of creatures in the lea 
unknown and unseen by man have 
been the work of God. 

Verse 6. Hen in the O. T. is always 
from BREOL and Strong defines it, 
"hades or the world of the dead (as If 
a subterranean retreat), including its 
accessories and inmates)." It has been 
translated in the A. V. by grave, hell 
and. pit. This verse means that God 
knows all about the unseen world. and 
things that would wish to cause de
struction are subject to His power. 

Verse 7. The earth is not resting on 
any material known to man that could 
support such a ponderous weight. 
Therefore it Is Uke hanging It, on 
nothing. 

Verse 8. We can see the clouds 11oat· 
Ing through the air over us and hold· 
ing the moistUre in suspense. When it 
ratns the cloud, have changed to water 
according to the law of the Creator, 
and thus it is not the clouds that are 
coming down. The tamtuar term 
"cloudburst" Is a misleading one for 
there Is no such thing In reality. As 
long as the vapor is uncondensed the 
eloud w11l remaln Intact. 

Vene 9. Hofd.eth back. The second 
word is not In the original and adds 
no important thought to the text. The 
first Is from AaHAZ and Strong deflnes 
it, "a primitive root; to seize (otten 
with the accessory idea of holding in 
possession)." The verse means that 
God has complete possession of his 
throne and can hide it from the uni· 
verse at his will. 

Verse 10. The oompa88' (archway) 
ot the sky corresponds with the circle 
of the earth. That circular globe, re
volving, causes the alternations of 
11ght and darkness. 

Verse 11. The heavenly bodies obey 
the commands of God. (Josh. 10: 12, 
13; 2 Kl. 20 : 11.) 

Verse 12. tJivideth is trom a word 
that means to Quell or manage with 
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his power. Jesus gave a demollstration 
01 tbat power In Mark 4: 37·41. 

Vene 13. Many of the VeneB treat 
ot subjects that are widely different 
except that all show the power of God. 
To gami3h means to cause to shine; 
the sky glistens by the power of God. 
Even the crooke4 (fleeing) ,erpent was 
made by divine power. 

Verse U. Ooo's great works are not 
fully appreciated by man. These are 
only a portion of the ·many wonders 
of creation. 

JOB 27 
Verse 1. Parable Is from :MA.8HAL 

and Strong uses "discourse" as one 
meaning, 

Verse 2. Judgment means a verdict 
or decision. Job was not the one who 
decided on tbls condition 01 bls. It 
had been made by the Lord without 
even notifying him. 

Ver... 3, 4. Altbough he did not 
know why God had Buffered bim to be 
smitten, Job had determined not to 
say the wrong thing about It. 

Verses 6, 6. Let us remember that 
Job believed God to have been the 
one who suttered all the aftUctlons to 
come on him. However, be beld out 
to the 188t that the frlends were wrong 
In their gplanaUon of IL 

Verse 7. This was a mUd wish that 
proper punishment would come upon 

• all men who were so wicked as to be 
the enemies ot Job. 

Verse 8. Job could not attord to 
maintain his present attttude if it 
were knowingly wrong. Such would 
be hypocrisy and that kind of char
acter w1ll lose his soul. 

Verses 9, 10. It would do no good 
for the hypocrite to cry unto God in 
ttme of trouble. This would be a sutH
clent reason for Job to behave himself 
sincerely now. 

Verse 11. Job believed he was by 
(In) Ihe hand of Gott. Tbat would put 
him In possession of knowledge about 
God's ways 80 that he could Impart it 
to others. 

Verse 12. The tbree friends had seen 
many Indications of Job's taithfulness 
to God. For tbis reason they were in· 
excusable in talking against the un
fortunate man. 

Verse 13. This refers to statements 
yet to be made concerning the lot of 
wicked men who are succe8stul for a 
time. 

Verse 14. The wicked man may be 

blessed with many children, but they 
will be liable to die by the sword. 
Another tbing that often comes to the 
chlldren of wicked men is hunger. in 
s:pite of the previous prosperity of 
their fathers. 

Verse 16. Widows shall not weep. 
That Is, some unexpected and sudden 
calamity wtU cause the death of the 
men and the widows will not be on 
hand at the time to weep personally or 
In direct connection with the calamity. 

Verse 16, 17. We wish to avoid con
fusion as to the fate of the wicked. 
Job had claimed only that such char
acters otten were prosperous and 
happy; he never did claim they would 
always be so. Therefore. they are 
liable for the lot here described. 

Verse 18. The house of a wicked man 
will be as uncertain of continuance as 
the ute ot a. moth. and as temporary 
as a booth made for Borne brief use. 

Verse 19. He is not means the rich 
man w1ll open his eyes soon to find 
that he 18 not a rich man any more. 

Verse 20. Waters used flguraUvely 
means Boods of trouble. The wicked 
rich man is destined to be overthrown 
by the terrors of disappointment. 

Verse 21. The east 'LO'ina is connected 
with a storm.. Smith's Bible Dictionary 
says this about the east wind : "The 
east wind crosses the sandy wastes 
of Arabia Deserta before reaching 
Palestine, and was hence termed 'the 
wind at the wllderness.' Job 1: 19; 
Jer. 13: 24. It blows with violence. and 
is hence 8upposed to be used generally 
for any violent wind. Job 27: 21; 38; 
24; Ps. 48: 7; 18&. 27: 8; Ezk. 27 : 26." 
But it something can be destroyed by 
even Buch a wind it la very uncertain. 

Verses 22, 23. When the wlcked rich 
man comes to his deserved lot he will 
be spurned by good men who fear Gad. 

JOB 28 
Verses 1. 2. A vein means a mine 

and to fine it means to retlne it. Iron 
and otber metals are taken from the 
earth and separated by fire. Ukewise 
are the fires' of affllction used to try 
the faith of meo. 

Verse 3. These valuable materials 
have been deposited in the earth by 
some power other than man. This Is 
proved by the fact that he has to 
search out through the dark'ne88 of tbe 
earth's depths in order to find them. 

Verse 4. Just when the ground under 
foot had become dry, causing lOan to 
forget about the water, floods came 
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rolling over hIm. It all showB the help. 
le88DeM of man and the workings of 
God independent of man. 

Verse 6. Bread Is produced by the 
earth, but the efforts of man are nece& 
sary to bring ont that which Is con· 
cealed below the surface. 

Verse G. Gems and precious metals 
are stored within the coarser parts of 
the earth. These were not put there 
by man'J tor since he has to labor hard 
to get tnem he would not ba ve placed 
them 80 nearly out of bis own reach. 

Verse 7. In studying the several 
verses along in this part of the chap.
ter we should not lose sight of Job's 
maIn purpose. He wished to extol the 
wisdom of God above all other COD
sideratloDs. One of bis methods of 
thought to that end was to refer to the 
countless Items ot value hidden in the 
earth. They afe not visible to the eye, 
not even to that of man. The explana
tion of his abtllty to dig and find them 
is In the reasoning faculties by which 
he was led to search for them, and 
this ablllty was given to hIm by the 
Lord. This should help us understand 
the present verse. The path leading to 
these great items of value 18 the path 
of wisdom JUBt described, not that 
which can be seen with a mere physi
cal eye such as that of a bird or 
beast. No, this path fs unknown to the 
fowl or vulture because their eye can
not see it. Only the eye of wisdom 
given to man by the Lord can see that 
path. 

Verse 8. This verse is explained by 
the comments on the preceding one. 

Verse 9. He refers to man and his 
accompltshments In the field at me
chanics. God has given man a mind 
by which he can reason on the laws 
of nature and thereby accomplish all 
of the deeds mentioned In the several 
verses of this chapter. 

Verse 10. This verse refers to the 
canals and ditches that man has been 
able to make by bis knowledge of 
nature's laws. 

VeJ'8e 11. This is seen in the dikes 
and levees that man has ·made. 

Verses 12, 13. Job said tbis wisdom 
was not In man; that is true of man 
if be Is not connected with God. But 
God bas bonored man with the power 
ot reasoning that enables him to go 
atter the useful things of earth that 
his fieshly eye, such as the birds and 
beasts have, could not have seen. 

Verses }4, 16. The wisdom of God 
which has been graciously portioned 

out to man cannot be valued. by the 
materials 10. the sea or the sourcea of 
preciouB metals. 

Verses 16, 17. Not even the gold ot 
Ophir with Ita famed fineness., nor the 
most precious gems can purchase thIs 
wisdom. 

Verses 18, 19. Ooral and pearlo both 
are products of the deep sea and prized. 
very highly for their ornamental pur
poses. Yet they are to be found be
yond the eye of all Hving creatures 
and were ftnally discovered by man 
due to the intelUgenee which his Cre
ator gave him. The wonderfUl beauties 
ot nature existing far beyond the eye 
ot all beings, speak volUmes of praise 
tor a God who operated independent 
of all other powers. I cannot refrain 
from quoting a stanza of the memora.
ble Elegy by Gray that is directly on 
this pOint. "Full many a gem of purest 
ray serene, the deep, unfathomed caves 
of ocean bear. Full many a flower is 
born to blush unseen, and waste its 
sweetness on the desert atr." I Will 
round out tbis Une with a reference 
to the words of Jesus In Matl 6: 28·30, 
which I request the reader to see. 

Verses 20-23. If such wisdom is be
yond the natural faculty of man, and 
It It cannot be bought with all the 
most valued treasures of earth, from 
where does It come? Job Bsked this 
Question and then answered It when 
he said God, under8tan4eth the way 
thereof. Yes, God Is the source of all 
wisdom and power. He made the earth 
with Its countless hidden treasures and 
then directed man to Bubdue it (Gen. 
1: 28). In order that man might be 
able to carry out that instruction God 
gave him his reasoning factult1es by 
which he has been able to accomplish 
the works that have been described in 
thts chapter. The moral of the lesson 
Is that, after man has been able to 
uncover these hitherto hidden things, 
he should be overwhelmed with the 
desire to praIse 8uch a glorious Cre
ator, and feel grateful for the honored 
privilege of serving him whUe on the 
earth. 

Vel'SBS 24·28. These verses are a 
continuation of the thoughts in the 
precedIng ones. The grand conclUSion 
Is In the last verse; to depart from. 
evil is under8tantling. 

JOB 29 
Verse 1. The Word parable means 

speech or discourse. 
Verses 2, 3. t think it well again to 

call the reader back to the comments 

• 
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at dh. 3: 2, 3. With tho •• thought. In 
mind we WIll expect to have Job go 
Into many detallo In describing hi. 
afll1cUon of body and mind. One of the 
most pathetic sources of grief Is a 
remlnlacent view of past scenes that 
were pleasant; pleasant but now gone, 
perhaps Dever again to be enjoyed. 

Veraea 4, 6. I believe this 18 tbe 
moet pathetic passage In all of Job's 
utterances. His mind went baek to the 
time when the 8ecTet (Intimacy) Of 
Goel hovered over his home. The pre&
ehee of the Almighty was In evidence 
all the time and made holy the JOYs 
he had In the famliy tie. that kept hi. 
chUdren about him. The BmUes of 
their lac .. reHooted the light 01 the 
good Lord who had given them to him. 
Even the expressions of pain that Borne
times sbadowed their countenances re
minded him that they were his own 
l1esh·and·blood offspring, and that he 
had another occasion of tendering to 
them his Joving care to drive away 
those lines of anguish and make them 
give place to the beams at gratitude. 
Now they were all gone, never to come 
back 88 far as be knew. 

Verse 6. This Is a figurative descrip
tion ot the better days gODe by, wben 
Job was a.bundantly blessed with the 
good thing. of lIIe. 

Verses 7, 8. The gates ot ancient 
ciUes were the places where dlpl~ 
maUc conversations took ' place. Job 
had once been among those who took 
part in such gatherings. When he did 
80 the young meD hilt t1tem.8elt'eB. That 
means they kept at a respectful dl. 

. tance because ot their regard for bim. 
And even the old men rose to their 
feet when he took his seat in their 
counclls. 

Verse 9. Prince" were Dot officials 
but men of outstanding influence. At 
the presence of Job they kept silence 
so great was their regard for him. 

Verses 10, 11. This paragraph gtves 
fUrther account of the attention given 
Job. 

Verse 12. This and some following 
verses w1l1 explain that the respect 
given to Job was not In the spirit of 
flattery. It was because he was a 
friend to the poor. 

Verse 13. Job helped the man ready 
to perish by BUPplylng him with the 
needful things. This caused that man 
to pronounce his blessing on the bene
factor. Tbe Pbarisees would "devour 
widows' houses" (Matt. 23: 14). but 
Job rejoiced the heart of the widow 

by supplying her WIth the nece.sltl .. 
ot lit • . 

V.rae U. Paul lnatructed the dla
ciples to put on the Lord JesUI Chrlat 
(Rom. 13: 14), and Job wore the gar· 
ment of righteousness. 

Verse 15. This means Job assisted 
those who could not lee their way, or 
who were unable to travel In their 
needful walks of Ufe. 

Verse 16. All known cases at desti
tution Job relieved. A call might come 
to him that was somewhat uncertain 
as to its worthIness. He did not dl. 
mIss It on the pretext that It was 
doubtful but made inquiry to learn If 
It was a worthy call. 

Verse 17. When it was necessary 
Job would use force to defend the belp
less agaInst the wicked who would rob . 
them of their goods. 

Verse 18. Job believed that by toJ.. 
lowing Buch a righteous course he 
would be permUted to end biB days 
in bis own home. 

Verse 19. Using a plant for mustr&
tlon that sends Its roots into the 
waters and Uvea, Job thought of his 
own past prosperity. 

Verse 20. The bow was one means 
of defense In ancjent times. Job's suc> 
cessful defense was compared to one 
who always bad his bow ready for 
action. 

Verses 21-26. This entire paragraph 
pertaine to Job's position of influence 
among the people. Please read my 
comments at Va. 6-9. His advice was 
80ught and followed without conten
tion. But all of this was whUe he was 
prosperous. strong in body and able to 
serve others. 

JOB 30 
Verse 1. The preceding chapter closed 

with statements showing the honorable 
standing Job had with leading citizens. 
That was when he waa prosperous and 
In good health. All 01 that changed 
when he became poor and otherwise 
unfortUnate. The picture of bls fallen 
standing is graphically drawn here. 
He ha.d owned some. dogs to protect 
bis 8heep. Some men were not con~ 
stdered good enough to assoeiate with 
these dogs, and now their 80na were 
snubbing Job. 

Verses 2-8. This paragraph describes 
the people to whom reference was 
made In the flrst verse. Old age Wa.B 
penBhed means their fathers were dead 
and they had been driven to desperate 
resources for their support. They bad 



880 Job 30: 9-31 : • 

to dig up moll"",., a kind of herb used 
for pottage, and use them tor food. 

Verse 9. Men who had come to the 
8hametul state of dependency as the 
preceding paragraph deBCribes were 
consIdering themselves u too good to 
respect Job. He was their ,emg and 
bvwon£ which means be was the BUb
ject of tbelr jokes. 

Verse 10. To spit in one's face was 
an act of the greatest contempt. It 
was considered 80 much In that light 
that God told Moses such an act would 
render a person uDclean tor 7 days. 
(Num. 12: 14.) Now these vile crea
tures dared to use that act to express 
their contempt tor Job. 

Verse 11. He means God had cut 
himselt loose from Job. Theu meaIUI 
Job's enemies and bridle means a curb 
or restraint. These enemies bad given 
themselves to unrestrained »ersecutioD 
of the unfortunate man. 

Verses 12, 13. These young enemies 
would torce the feet of Job from his 
chosen path. Have no helper means 
these enemies found Job with no helper 
to reslat them. 

Verses 14, 15. Like a mighty Hood 
that knows no bounds, these enemies 
came against Job with their persecu~ 
tions. 

Verse 16. The 80ul or Ufe of Job 
was practically all relaxed trom being 
overwhelmed by his a1DicUons. 

Verse 17. The ulcerous sores that In· 
tested the surface of his body had 
flnally gone in and attacked the bones .. 

Verse 18. This verse describes what 
must have been a very uncomfortable 
condition. Garment Is & general name 
tor Job's clothing and coat ts rendered 
"& &hirt" In the lexicon. Naturally the 
collar of a shirt flts closer to the body 
than the more outward articles of 
apparel, and would be a more appro. 
prite illUstration ot what he was de· 
Bcribing. The discharges from the 
ulcera bad been penetrating all of his 
clotblng until they had become dry 
and sUff and tightened about hts body 
Uke the · close fitting of a shirt collar. 

Verse 19. He means that God had 
suffered Job to have this terrible amlc
tion. 

Verses 20, 21. Thou refers to God 
and the paragraph Is describing the 
a1lUctiona tbat be had caused to come 
upon Job. 1 cry should not be thought 
ot as applying to the prayers of Job 
in his reltglous devotions. The cry 
was the physical longing for reUef 
trom his sufferings. Didlt not hear 

wu · because God's plan of teacb~c 
Job required that he go on with the 
aftlictions untU the desired relult was 
accomplished. 

Verse 22. Wind means the blast trom 
God had reduced Job to want. 

Verse 23. Job had never had it ex· 
plained to him as to why he was made 
to sufter. He expected it to continue 
until death. House is a figurative 
name for the grave. 

Verse 24. This does not deny the 
resurrection, for Job has given abun· 
dant proof that be believed In such 
a coming event. He means God would 
not perform a miracle to prevent any
one from going to the grave. 

Verse 25. Other unfortunate 'men 
bad received the sympathetic belp of 
Job. . 

Verse 26. Go04 and evil are not 
moral terms here; they refer to tem· 
paral blessings and misfortunes. 

Verse 27. When used figuratively 
b()IDels refers to the emotions and 
yearnings. The condition was pre
lIentetl or preceded by Job's a1Illctions. 

Verse 28. As a person wUhout the 
sun would be In darkness, 80 Job's 
afflictions spread over him the cloud 
of mourning. 

Verse 29. Under the same figure of 
speech used in the preceding verse, 
Job was put in the same class with 
these creatures of the night. 

Verse 30. The condition ot Job's 
skin and bones was Uterally caused by 
:tbe ulcers. 

Verse 31. MusIcal instruments are 
used generally In times of joy. Dis
pensing with them figuratively means 
that sadness had taken the place of joy. 

JOB 31 
VerBe 1. Job did not confine his re~ 

marks to general statements of denial. 
The three friends had made many ac
cusations. against bim that were false. 
He denied aU of them and besides that, 
he specified a number of prevalent 
evUs In conduct and protested his in
nocence. Oovenant with his eyes Is 
figurative, of course, and means he 
promised himself not to look with 
longing upon a virgin. 

Verses 2, 3. What portion means 
.that he would not receive any eon
sideraUon from God were he to be 
gutlty of the wrongs referred to in 
the preceding verse. 

Verse 4. God knew all about Job's 
ways and would chastise him if he 
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were even to long after that which III 
alDfUI. 

Verses 6, 6. Welghe4 m at> .., ... 
_. 01",10 .. Job was willing to be 
telted. It his conduct proved to be 
eVil he would submit to the discipline 
of the Lord. 

Verse 7. The eye might behold some
thing that is alluring and sinful. One 
would not be guUty it he merely saw 
the slntul thing, but he would be It 
he walked after the thing hIs eyes 
had beheld. In that case the evU thIng 
would cllng to him which Is the mean
Ing ot the words blot, cleaved and 
hands. 

Verses 8. Let me sow, etc.. Is a 
clear Instance of what ' Is meant by 
"cursing" another. To wish some mis
fortUne to come to one Is the meaning 
of the word when it Is used concern
ing the acUon of a man who fa un
Inspired. 

Verses 9, 10. This Is another Curse 
that Job was wishing on bimselt if he 
could be found gUnty of the sins he 
had been describing. Grind. is from 
TA.CBA.N which Strong deflnes, uA 
primitive root ; to grind meal: hence 
to be a concubine (that being their 
employment)." This might seem to 
some as a severe wish, but Ch. 2: 9 
shows this woman not to be worthy ot 
a better consideration. 

Verse 11, 12. Job jusUfled hIs se· 
vere wishes by the .greatness of the 
crimes he bad been describing, if he 
had been guilty of them. 

Verses IS, H. If Job were unjust 
with his servant he would expect to 
receive tbe judgment of God. 

Verse 15. The meaning of this verse 
Is that Job and bis servant had the 
same origin, therefore he had no right 
to abuse his servant. 

Verses 16, 17. 1/ I ·hiwe, etc., fmpl1es 
his dental of tbe wrongs described. 

Verse 18. The meaning of the verse 
Is that aU his Ufe Job bad admlnis· 
tered to the needs of others instead of 
imposing upon them. 

Verse 19. This Is another assertion 
that Job had supplied the naked with 
clothing. 

Verse 20. The l()ins Rre a major por· 
tlon of the body, and to l)rotect them 
with warm clothing would be a right· 
eous deed. 

Verse 21. The gate was the place 
where decisions were rendered. Job 
means he did Dot Ol)presa the unfor· 
tunate with a suit just because he was 

lure of IUCceaa. This Is the 11gnUlcance 
of the worde II(JW "'1IlIelp. 

Verse 22. This was another of the 
curses I have been writing about. It 
was a severe expression but was in
tended to show 'how con1Jdent Job was 
tbat the friends could not convict him 
of sin. 

Verse 23. One reason Job would not 
have committed the wrongs described 
was in the knowledge be had of God's 
terror against evU doers. He felt that 
he never could have withstood the 
awful wrath of the Lord. 

Verses 24, 25. Job had once been 
rich, but that was no sin provided it 
did not make him vain; the record 
we have shows that it did not. 

Verses 26, 27. It a man were to kiss 
his hand In salutation to the sun, that 
would be an idolatrous act. Job was 
denying that be had done any such 
thing. 

Verse 28. Had Job done homage to 
the sun he could have justly been pun· 
ished by the rulers. It would have 
been a denial ot God, and the same 
was taught In Matt. 6: 24. 

Verse 29. .rob teaches that it would 
be wrong to take pleasure in the mis· 
rortune of others, even if they be per· 
sonal enemies. 

Verse 30. If it would be wrong to 
rejoice at another's calamities, It wotlid 
likewise be wrong to wish for such a 
thing to come upon hIm. 

Verse 31. The members of J()b's 
household never had reason to com
plain of not having that which was 
necessary to satisty their requirements. 

Verse 32. Job was given to hospl. 
tallty which is one of the quallflcatioDs 
or elders In the New Testament (1 
Tim. 3: 2). 

Verse 33. The word Adam Is from 
an ()rlginal that could apply to man
kind In general. It is true that man 
in general Is disposed to hide his sine 
and the marginal rendering gives It 
that way. But the Hebrew word used 
here has its flret appUcation to the 
first man. The trial at evasion tram 
guilt was made manitest In Gen. 3: 10. 
Job denied having resorted to ' such 
conduct. 

Verse 34. If Job were ever chal: 
lenged to meet any accusation be was 
not afraid to do so. No multitude could 
have frightened him Into htdlng 'be-
hind hts own door. , 

Verse 35. A righteou8 man fs not 
afraid to face htli accusers. Job wished 
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that hlB adveraar)" had committed hlm. 
sell In wrlUng. 

Versee 36, 37. H&d the adversar)' 
done 8S wished In the preceding verse, 
Job would have faeed the Issue squarely, 
tor he would have had no fear of the 
results. 

VerBe 38. David wrote "The earth 
Is the Lord's and the tulness thereof 
(Paa. 2f: 1). A man may claim the 
land as his own but that Is true only 
In a limited sense. God intended it to 
be for the support of humanity whtIe 
the earth remains. Because of that no 
farmer bas the right to misuse bis 
ground. He must take care of it for 
the next generation and leave it to 
them In as good condition as he reo 
ceived it. Job claimed that be had 
never misused his land 80 that it 
could bave cried against him. 

Verse 39. The preceding verse shows 
tbe wrong ot mlBnalng the land b&
eause ot the rlgbts ot the land Itself. 
This verse eoostderB the wrong of tak. 
Ing the fruit of land belonging to an. 
other wUhout paying him for it. Such 
teaching shows the right to rent land 
to another for hire. 

Verse 40. This verse Is a summing· 
up curse or wish for an evil to come. 
It means that if Job had been guUty 
of the things described in the several 
preceding verses, then may these mls· 
fortunes come to him. Cockle is de
fined by Strong as any noxious or use· 
less plant. Words 01 Job are ended, 
means that Job ended his long speech 
to the three friends who had been 
opposing him in his position. 

JOB 32 
Verse 1. The second clause might be 

misunderstood unless it Is given proper 
consideration. It makes Job appear in 
an unfavorable light; making hfm 
seem somewhat se]f·rfghteous. That fs 
not correct as the whole history of 
the case has shown. The statement 
represents the accusation of the three 
friends and it was false. Job often 
menUoned his own weaknesses and 
also admitted that his afflictions were 
from God. But he denied them as 
being a special chastisement for his 
stns. The friends were unable to meet 
the facts and arguments of Job and 
therefore ceased talking with bim. 

Verses 2, 3. El1hu Is referred to In 
some reference works as one of the 
friends of Job; the Bible does not so 
classify him. In fact, It puts him In a 
class alone for In V. S It is stated that 
he was angry agroimt his (Job's) three 

/rien4t1, which indicates be did not 
represent either side of the contr& 
veray as agalIl8t the other. He had. 
the same erroneous Idea of Job the 
three friends had namely, that he 
justlj!ect him •• !! rat~ til"" God. We 
have already seen that such was not 
the case. But he was correct In his 
criticism of the three tn that they 
could not answer Job's arguments and 
yet condemned him. The speech of 
Elihu, llke that of the friends, was not 
Inspired In itself but was recorded by 
Inspiration. It also was Uke their! in 
that it took the wrong poSition as to 
the reason for Job's afflictions. I shall 
comment on the speech of Elthu, but 
before reading fUrther here I willre. 
Quest the student to read my comments 
at Ch. 2: 11 and 4: 1. With the tore. 
going explanations as a background 
let us study the speech of Elihu. 

Verse 4. Both Job and the three 
friends were older than Elihu. Since 
he will profess to dlsagree with all of 
them. it was fitting that he walt untll 
Job as well as the three friends had 
finished talking before he presumed 
to speak. 

VerRa 5. In the preceding verse I 
said that Elihu would profess to ,df&. 
agree with the three frJends. How~ 
ever, we shall see that on the real 
issue between Job and them, El1hu 
took the same poslUon as the three 
friends. 

Verses 6, 7. Through respect for 
age, Elihu waited untn Job and his 
three friends were done speaking. He 
thought that days (age) should pro
duce the wisdom of exoerlence. and so 
he waited to see what theae older men 
would say. 

Verse 8. Inspiration. ia from a He
brew word, and a part of Strong's deft. 
nition Is "lnteHect." The expression 
ot Elihu means only that he intended 
on speaking with the mind or intellect 
that God has given to man. 

Verses 9, 10. There are excepttons 
to about all rules. On that baSis Elihu 
felt jUBttfted to speak since these men 
who were older than he had not shown 
the wisdom expected of old age. 

Verse 11. EUhu claimed that he had 
been an attentive l1stener to the 
speeches ot the three trlende who pr& 
feASed to be answering Job's apeeches. 

Verse 12. Regardless of whether 
Job'a position was correct, Elihu ob
served that the friends had not an. 
swered bls arguments. 

Verso 13. The friends may try to ex. 
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plain their taUure to answer Job by 
saying Ged heJped him form his 
speecbes ; that they were not his own 
tho.ughts. 

Verse 14. The idea ot this ve rse Is 
that Ellbu proposed to speak on his 
own; not get his arguments from 
anyone. 

Verse 15. TheV reters to the three 
friends and tbelr utter faUure to an
swer Job. 

Verses 16. 17. After Job concluded 
his long speech. EUhu waited tor a 
while to see it elther ot the three 
friends would reply. Sitence reJgned 
Instead of speech and that promvted 
Elihu to entcr the argument. 

Verse 18. Matter Is from an original 
that means "words." Elihu meant his 
spirit or Intellect was urging him to 
speak. 

Verses 19. 20. B ellv Is from BETl:N 
and the part ot Strong's definition that 
app1fes here is. "the bosom or body ot 
anything." Wine was put tn pouches 
(called bottles) made of s kins of anI
mals. As the wine began to ferment 
the skins would bave to stretch and 
would burst it too old a skin were 
used. (Mat t. 9: 17.) Elihu used the 
wine bottle or skin to compare his own 
belng as filled with words and threat
ening to burst unless be could obtain 
reltel by speaking. 

Verses 21, 22. Elihu was evidently 
warning Job not to expect favorable 
words on account or any personal in
flUence. The three friends had spoken 
unfavorably to Job and Elihu bad re
buked them for it in Job's hearing. 
Now it might be that Job would expect 
to hear an opposIte kind of words; 
hence the remarks of tbis paragraph. 

JOB 33 
Verse 1. Having prepared the mind 

of Job to hear his candid speech. Elihu 
addressed his remarks to him, begging 
him to hear him as be spoke. 

Verses 2, 3. Mouth In the first In
stance means an opening or mouth In 
general. In the second place it refers 
especially to the inside of the mouth. 
The idea Is that ElIhu's tongue bad 
been trying to speak even in the palate 
of his mouth, theretore he opened it 
so the tongue could talk freely. 

Verses ". 5. Elihu was agaIn claim
ing to be prompted by the Lord to do 
his speaking. H e made the same claim 
when talking first to the friends in 
Ch. 32: 8. 

Ver •• 6. Elihu stated that he was 
formed of the same kind of material 
as Job. For that reason he should be 
ready to listen to Wm because he was 
speaking to him instead of God; that 
he was a spokesman for God. 

Verse 7. Elihu was tryIng to calm 
Job In advance by assurIng him that 
he would not he bard au him. This 
was all unnecessary, for Job had al
ready shown that he could withstand 
strong attacks from a critic. 

Verse 8. 9. Elthu started out with 
the same false accusation that the 
friends had repeated so otten. Job had 
never claimed to be clean In the sense 
of their charge. He frequ ently ad
mitted he was weak and erring, but 
denied he was being punIshed for it. 

Verses 10, 11. This pa ragraph Is a 
continuation of the claims tha t Elihu 
charged Job with making, but the 
charge was unfounded. Job n ever 
claimed that he ( God ) counted bim 
as an enemy although he did freely 
admit that the Lord was bringing the 
afflictions on him for some purpose 
unknown to him. 

Verse 12_ Had this conversation been 
a part of some "open forum" meeting. 
Job would have vo iced a bearty "amen" 
to it. I mean the last clause, for he 
has admitted from the start that God 
is greater than aU other beings. 

Verse 13. Job was not striving 
against God, but was objecting to the 
erroneous charges being made by 
Elihu against the untortunate man. 

Verses 14-16_ Elihu's theory was 
that God's voice Is Dot always recog
nized. Finally. however, the human 
mind awakes to the tact that the Lord 
has spoken. 

Verses 17, 18. When the voice of 
God is understood i t w1Il be known 
why be has spoken. The purpose was 
to save man from the evil effects of 
his ways. 

Verse 19_ Chastened. al80 with padn. 
Is the expression that 15 directly on the 
point at issue. Elihu meant that Job's 
a.tflictions were a chastisement from 
God_ That was the Identical position
ot the three frI ends which J ob denled. 

Verse 20. A man's Illness may be so 
cruel upon him that it will take from 
him his appetite. That Is why he 
abhorreth breatL. 

Verse 21. This verse fairly described 
the condition ot Job at that time. It 
was no additional information, tor prac
tically the same thing was stated by 
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Job In Ch. 30: 17. wblch the reader Is 
requested to read. aga1n. 

Verses 22-24. The untortunate man 
wlll be brought near to death as a 
punIshment for sin. Yet it he w1Jl 
listen to tbe messenger at hand and 
accept the advice offered be wUl have 
mercy shown to him. 

Verses 25, 26. The restoration de
scribed in this verse Js somewhat over· 
drawn, But Job really did have bls 
former good condition restored tn tho 
end. However, it was not accomplished 
through the means suggested by El1hu. 

Verses 27, 28. This paragraph teaches 
the same thing couched In tbe position 
of the three friends. Briefly stated it 
would be that Job should confess his 
sios. If he would do that he would be 
lilted out of his present state of atHie· 
tion. 

Verses 29. 30. Elihu explained to 
Job that God often worked along the 
line described in the preceding verses. 

Verses 31·33. EUhu Intimated that 
Job was permitted to speak if he bad 
anything to say in reply to him. He 
professed to be in sympathy with Job 
and would gladly agree with him if 
possible. But Job evidently saw no 
reason to speak as nothing new had 
been presented. El1hu was therefore 
sutrered to continue his speech. 

JOB 34 
Verses 1, 2. lIen Is not in the 

original; the paragraph was meant tor 
general use. 

Verse 3. The adaptation of the ear 
to language is as natural as food to 
taste. 

Verse 4. This was a suggestion to 
use the faculty of hearing to deter· 
mine what Is good. It implied that it 
that were done the words at Elihu 
would be accepted. 

Verses 6, 6. It wlll help to clarity 
this paragraph if we enclose all of it 
in quotation marks after the word 
said.. It misrepresents Job, for he never 
contended that he had no transgres. 
sian. He maintained all the while that 
the afflictions were not connected with 
'any sin that he may have committed. 

Verse 7. Job paid such lJttle atten· 
tion to the scorning or deriSion that 
was thrown at him that Ellhu used 
the illustration of a man drinking 
water freely. 

Verses 8, 9. This was a direct talse 
accusation. The intimation that Job 
was a sinner was tar enough from 
the real issue; but tbis wild statement 

was false almost to the extent of being 
vicious. Job never dignified It even 
with a denial. 

Verse 10. This verse is addressed to 
men in general as was the 2nd verse. 
The Implication is that it God were to 
let Job "get by" with his wtckedne88 be 
would hlmselt be guilty ot wickedness. 

Verse 11. This verse states a truth. 
that God w1ll gtve every man what his 
deeds deserve. Job beHeved that doc
trine as firmly as anyone. 

Verse 12. This verse has the eame 
meaning as verse 10. 

Verse 13. No man gave God his 
control over the earth. but rather God 
has disposed or arranged the universe 
himself. 

Verses 14, 15. It GOd should with
draw his support from man be would 
utterly perish and return to dust. 

Verses 16. 17. EJ!hu asked Job to 
give him close attention as if he were 
going to make Bome tmportant state
ment. It turned out to be the same 
talse accusation that has been made 
against Job by the three friends and 
now by Elihu. 

Verses 18. 19. It would be highly 
improper to charge even a human be
ing with wicked conduct. It would be 
much more so to charge Buch against 
God. 

Verse 20. It any man should be so 
rash as to cbarge God with wickedness. 
he w1l1 utterly perish. 

Verses 21, 22. God sees all the ac
tions at man. There Is no darkness 
dense enough to hide man tram the 
divine Being. 

Verse 23. He means God and the 
thought Is that he w1ll not Impose on 
man; therefore man wtll have no rea
son for contending with God. 

Verses 24.-26. I trust the reader win 
not lose sight of the real issue. Job 
was being terribly aHllcted and Elihu 
claimed it was a special puni8hment 
for his sins. In order to show tt to be 
just, a great many sentences were 
'spoken to describe the greatne88 of 
God and his mighty treatment at sin
nerB. Job adm1tted the greatneS8 of 
God as treely as did his accusers, so 
there was no dUference of opinion 
there. 

Verse 27. Turned back means they 
backslid and did sinfully. 

Verse 28. The backslider misused 
the poor people and caused them to 
cry unto God; when they did so their 
cry was heard. 
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Ve ..... 29. It lB In vain to oppoaa the 
works of God. This la true whether 
attempted by a nation or an individual. 

VerBe 30. God will not sutrer a hypo
crite to reign lest the people be mis
led. It is true that God takes some 
notices or the kind of men who rule. 
(Dan. ~: 17.) 

Verse 31. This verse was a direct 
cballenge to Job to confess his sins 
Rlld promise to do them no more. It 
was the real issue of all the contro
versy, 

Verse 32. Elihu intimated that Job 
should Beek enl1gbtenment 80 that be 
would know to do Iniquity no more. 

Verses 33, 34. This means' that God 
would not operate according to the 
op1nion or Job. Regardless of whether 
be was favorable or not the Lord's 
plans will go through. 

Verses 35, 36. Job has been accused 
of sin. now be was charged with igno
rance In his speeches. Elihu then prayed 
that Job would be gIven a complete 
test for hIs likeness to wicked men. 
The whole attitude was erroneous and 
cruel against Job. 

Verse 37. This means that Job had 
sinned against God at the beginning. 
When he was punished tor It he stub
bornly refused to repent. 

JOB 35 
Verses 1, 2. Elihu represented Job 

as saying he was more righteous than 
God. Not that Job actually made the 
cla1m In so many words, but that his 
refusal to acknowledge his sins in the 
face of his afflictions meant that. 

Verse 3. Here was another false 
statement. Ellhu made as if Job asked 
what advantage there would be in his 
betng rtghteous tnstead of sinful. 

Verse 4. Although the whole thing 
was false, Elihu pretended that Job 
had asked the question and then he 
proposed to answer it for the benefit 
of him and his friends. 

Verses 5·7. Job was told to observe 
the wonders of creation above him. 
These things are Dot atrected by the 
conduct of man, whether good or bad. 

Verse 8. No, the conduct of man 
wlU not have any effect on creation; 
but It will have effect on the sinner 
and upon his fellow man. 

Verse 9. A specific instance was cited 
to show the evil eftect of sin. The op
pressed are made to cry out in their 
oppression. 

Verses 10. 11. Elihu Intimated that 

Job was ignoring God. who is the 
BOurce of true knowledge. This was 
such a groundless charge that DO 
fUrther attention was given it; It did 
not deserve the dignity of a reply. 

Verse 12. There refers to the crea· 
tures which God made. They are not 
the source from Which to expect knowl· 
edge. If one cries to them instead of 
to God then will be brought to pass 
the thought expressed In tbe words 
none uiVeth answer. 

Verses 13, 14. This was another false 
inSinuation. Job never denied having 
to meet God, but rather rejoiced at 
the thought of seeing him. (Ch. 19: 
25-27.) 

Verses 16, 16. Because the judgment 
of God was not realized by Job, he 
had given himself over to words con
trary to knowledge. 

JOB 36 
VeI'Ses 1-3. EUhu made bolder claims 

for his knowledge than did the three 
friends. He boasted of speaking for 
God, yet in the end we shall see that 
God will entirely ignore him in his 
dealtng with the controversy. 

Verse 4. Elihu could not justly claIm 
to possess the charity spoken of by 
Paul which "vaunteth not Itself." (1 
Cor. 13: 4.) Tbe statement Is lUI It 
Elihu had said to Job, "A man with 
perfect knowledge 1s here before you." 

Verses 6. 6. God Is mighty but will 
condescend to bless the afflicted when 
he humbles himself and acknowleges 
his sins. 

Verse 7. This verse states a truth 
already referred to in the 35th chapter 
and agrees with Dan. 4.: 17. 

Verses 8, 9. Bheweth them their work 
means that God will chastise klngs 
when they do wrong. This he wUl ~o 
by letting them be bound in fetters. 

Verse 10. Openeth their ear, etc .• 
means he will cause them to 11sten 
to Him. 

Verses 11, 12. This paragraph states 
an important truth that Is taught in 
many places in the Bible. However; 
the information was known to Job as 
well as to Elihu. 

Verse 13. The hypocrites do not ap· 
pear to be concerned about the wrath 
of God but pretend to be at ease. In 
80 doing they are storing up wrath 
for the futUre. This thought Is taught 
tn Rom. 2: 5. 

Verse 14. The hypocrites wJll come 
to shame in early life and suffer the 
lot belonging to unclean persons. 



886 Job 36: 15-37: 24 

Verses 16, 16. God delivers the poor 
out ot affiiction when they are worthy. 
Job might just as well have been en
joying such favor from God, The rea
son (according to Elihu) will be shown 
in the next verse. 

Verse 17. Job had failed to receive 
the favor of God because he was 
wicked. We know that Elihu made a 
false accusation here. 

Verses 18. 19. If Job does not re
pent and confess bis sins he will be 
destroyed by the wrath of God. When 
such a lot comes to him be will be 
unable to escape even with a ransom 
of gold. 

Verse 20. Night figuratively means 
error and Job has been accused, falsely, 
of desiring it. 

Verse 21. Job did not choose afflic
tion directly. His choice was iniquity. 
according to Elihu, and affliction was 
the result. 

Verses 22. 23. God is so great that 
no man is able to teach him. Neither 
should any man criticise the works 
of God. 

Verse 24. Job was told to magnify 
the work of GOd. He had already mag
nified the Lord and Elihu had oppor
tunity of hearing it. See Ch. 9: 2, 3; 
19: 25, 26; 24: 1; 26: 7, 8, and the 
entire 28th chapter. 

Verse 25. This verse is the same in 
thought as Psa. 19: 1. 

Verses 26-33. If the student will 
carefully read chapter 28, he will think 
that Elihu got his ideas for this para
graph from that. 

JOB 37 
Verse 1_ This refers to the great 

things ascribed to God in the closing 
verses of the preceding chapter. Elihu 
meant that his heart was all in a 
flutter over it. 

Verse 2. The personal pronouns in 
this and several following verses refer 
to God. (Ch. 36: 26.) Elihu was ex· 
horting Job to give attention to the 
voice of God. 

Verse 3. It refers to the 8fmnt:L of 
the previous verse and denotes the 
thunder that God sends throughout the 
heavens. This thunder was preceded 
by his lightning which was the cause 
of the sound. 

Verse 4. This verse is a follow-up at 
the preceding one. After it means 
after the lightning of the other verse. 
The voice which follows this lightning 
Is then plainly called thunder. We 

know that a dOWDIlour of rain often 
follows a loud peal of thunder, which 
is the meaning of the last sentence. 

Verses 5, 6_ This paragraIlh is a 
repetition of the preceding ones. We 
have the specific information that 
Elihu was talking about God since his 
name was used. 

Verse 7. 8ealeth means "to stop," 
and the thought is that the great storm 
just produced put a stop to the activi
ties at man for the moment. 

Verse 8. The stonn drives the beasts 
into their shelters. 

Verse 9. The usual weather condi
tions were described in this verse and 
were considered as the work ot God. 

Verse 10. This verse describes the 
etl'ects of cold. It brings frost and by 
freezing the waters they are straitened 
or held in check. 

Verse 11. Weareth means, to over
burden. By reducing the vapor to 
water the clOUd disappears and the 
rain comes down. 

Verse 12. God has lull control at 
the weather. 

Verse 13. Sometimes a storm comes 
tor correction, such as in Ch. 1: 19. 
Elihu implied that God sent the storm 
upon Job's children as a punishment 
for sins. 

Verses 14-17. How unnecessary were 
all these assertions about God's works! 
Job knew about them and had never 
denied it. 

Verse 18. Glass as we understand 
the word was unknown in olden times. 
The word means "mirror" and the 
object was produced by poIishing the 
surface of fine grained metal. It was 
here used to compare the brightness 
of the sky. 

Verse 19. Elihu called upon Job to 
suggest something to say about God' 
that it was difficult on account of hu
man darkness or ignorance. 

Verses 20-22. This paragraph merely 
stated some facts about God's control 
of the elements, 

Verse 23. The power of the Almighty 
is beyond the comprehension of man. 
He will not afflict did not express the 
complete thought of Elihu. He meant 
that God would not send affliction un
less there existed a cause for it. In 
the case at hand the amiction was 
caused by the sins of Job, 

Verse 24. God will not lavor the 
man who is wise ot heart. This was a 
true statement but had no bearing on 
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the 8ubleet thet Elihu pretended to be 
dlscuaelnc. 

lOB 38 
Verse 1. VVhen the Lord got ready 

to enter the controversy he completely 
ignored Elihu. We aTe not told why 
he did so but we are sure that nothing 
had been said, in addition to that of 
the three friends. that deserved· any 
attention. God spoke to Job with the 
accompaniment of' a. whirlwind.. That 
would secure and hold the attention 
ot those whom be wished to address. 

Verse 2. Words without knowledge 
means that the speakers had been 
talking about things that they did not 
understand, 

Verse 3. Loin, in the O. T. Is from 
dirrerent originals but the general 
meanIng Is the vigor or strength ot: 
man. To gird the loins meant for Job 
to summon all the human strength he 
bad for the task about to be placed 
before him. And since he was to be 
called upon to answer certain ques
tions, we know that loins was used 
figuratively. meaning that Job was 
to use his greatest strength of mind 
in answering. We should note very 
caretuUy that Job was to answer the 
questions like a 11t(.m. That means he 
was to answer them from the stand
point or human knowledge. The aD
swers would be clearly correct if they 
were done by using the one and great
est of all names which is God. The 
questions in this and the following 
chapters present "8 challenge to the 
unbeliever that he cannot meet. If he 
answers them by saying "God did it," 
he then gives up his position as an 
unbeliever. But it he refuses to let 
God in to his speech he will not be able 
to answer the questions. In the study 
of this tremendous speech of God let 
us keep tn mind always that Job was 
to answer the questions like a man, 
which means from a hUman standpoint, 
not regarding the existence of God. 

Verse 4. If there is no higher power 
than man, he was present at the foun
dation·laying of the earth; but was hel 

Verse 5. What power decIded on the 
dimensions of the earth? 

Verso 6. If man Is the highest power 
in the universe (as the unbelievers 
claim), then he should account for the 
foundation of the earth. 

Verse 7. When has the meaning at 
"at which time," going back to the 
time when the foundation of the earth 
was laid. Since that was before the 
creation of man, the SOn.B 01 God were 

of necessity the angels. Moffatt so 
translates It and it agrees with the 
thought on Ch. 1: 6; please read my 
comments at that place. Paa. 89: 6 also 
gives light on the subject for these 
"sons of the mighty" are connected 
with the persons "in the heaven." 

Verses 8·11. The clouds cover the 
sea and it Is completely shrouded in 
darkness, all without the actions of 
man. Hitherto refers to the bounds of 
the sea. Man can build partial bounds 
In the form of dikes or levees, but even 
they are often demolished by the re
lentless power of the waves. Who, 
then, has beld the sea In its bounds as 
we know them througb all the years; 
It was not man. 

Verse 12. Man can time the recur· 
rence of daylight but be is powerless 
to lengthen or shorten the day. 

Verse 13. It stands for the dayspring 
or dawn mentioned In the preceding 
verse. It takes hold, or reaches to the 
ends of the earth. Wicked 1night be 
8haken means that the darkness Is 
chased away by the daylight and that 
deprives the wicked of their chance to 
operate. (Ch. 24: 16, 17.) 

Verse 14. It undoubtedly stands for 
the earth In the preceding verse. The 
pronoun Ie used in that verse after 
the mention of the earth and again in 
this one. The verse means that the 
earth turns just as we know it to do. 
The statement was made to explain 
God's method of alterna ting the day 
and night. They refers to the Umits 
surrounding the earth, such as the 
Sky that stands round the earth as a 
garment 

Verse 15. This has the same thought 
a. V. 13 and Ch. 24: 16, 17. 

Verse 16. Someone might answer 
that man has walked on the bottom 
ot the sea. Yes, but it had not been 
done tn the time of Job, yet the things 
that are found now were there when 
man first reached the depths. 

Verse 17. Man knows that he must 
die yet has no explanation for It. It 
there is no higher power than man be 
should know as much ahout death as 
he does of life. 

Verses 18·20. This takes the same 
comments as Vs. 12, 13. 

Verse 21. If man is tbe bighest order 
of life, then he was present when the 
light was ordained; but was he? 

Verses 22, 23. This paragraph asked 
a question that was prophetical of an 
interesting scientific discovery made 
In the course of World War I, In which 
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some ammunition was prematurely ex
ploded. I shall quote the explanation 
that was given me by a student in 
chemistry: "The rain, falling througb 
the atmosphere. which was partially 
saturated with carbon dioxide (CO,) 
absorbed some or the gas and formed 
a weak acid. This was carbonic acid. 
HleO.. which Is found in 80tt drinks 
and in baking powder. etc.. atter it 
acts. The water containing some 
H.CO. was used 10. the making of ex
plosives, but was unsafe because the 
H.Co. decomposed. forming new com
pounds and causing detonation. It was 
discovered that water obtained from 
snoW or hail aD high peaks could be 
used Buccessfully. This discovery led 
to the naore important discovery that 
CO. was cauBing the trouble. Water. 
freezing high above the comparatively 
heavy CO •• tell on tbe mountalns, and 
contained none at thlS gas. Ot course 
there are easier ways of obtaining the 
gas-free water. but that was the way 
it was done in that particular inci
dent."-Stafford Zerr, chemical student 
lD Ball State Teachers' College, Muncie, 
Indiana. Thus we have a modern 
ecienti1lc discovery that verifies a stat& 
ment of the Bible made several hun
dred years ago, before man knew any
thing about it. This all goes to prove 
there is a higher power than man. 

Verses 24, 26. This is commented on 
at VB. 11. 12. 

Verses 26-28. Since It rains In places 
where no man has been some power 
higher than man must cause it. 

Verses 29, 30. This is explained at 
Ch. 37: 10. 

Verse 31. The Pleiades are called 
the "seven sisters" in popular tolklore. 
Smtth's Bible Dictionary says this: 
'\The Pleiades are a group at stars 
situated on the shoulder of the con
stellation Taurus. The renderIng 'sweet 
tnduences' of the A. V., Job 38: 31, is 
a reliC of the Ungering belief In the 
power which stars exerted over human 
destiny." Regardless ot its being a 
fanciful belief, It challenges man's 
power over the cluster of stars. 

Verse 32. Mazzaroth is called the 
zodIac today, and Arcturus is the name 
of another constellation that figures in 
Our almanacs. We are not especially 
concerned with all the notioJl8 that 
may be had of these heavenly bodies. 
'rhe point 1s that unbelieving man w11l 
look to them for results and influences 
over which be knows he has no power. 
Until man can show some control over 

these bodies he must admit they were 
made by a power higher than man. 

Verses 33-38. This whole paragraph 
is practically on the same Une of 
thought as much of the preceding 
verses. It challenges man to show his 
control over nature. 

Verses 39-41. These dumb creatures 
could not care for themselves purely 
through their own intelligence; yet 
they exist independent of man, proving 
existence of some higher power. 

lOB 39 
Verses 1-8. Mueh of the argument 

of God's speech to Job is based on 
the perfection of creation over which 
man knows be has no power. This 
paragraph cites a number of items 
along the above Hne. 

Verses 9-12. This unicorn W&S a wild 
ox of great strength and ferocity. M.an 
bas been able to bring bim under sub
jection by using hIs superior tntelU
gence, but he was not able to create 
him with the disposItion to serve man. 

Verses 13·18. Since the ostrich can 
Beom the horse and- his rider she Is 
Dot the product of man. No, man did 
not give to the bird her wings, but 
instead, he has taken the suggestion 
of .flying from the bird. This proves 
that birds :Oy by a power higher than 
man. 

Verses 19-25. These verses have been 
groUPed into one paragraph because 
they are on the one subject at the 
horse. That noble beast was not the 
product of man, tor he has a strength 
that is greater than that of man. It Is 
true that man can manage him, but it 
is accomplished th rough his superior 
intelligence over the beast. Had man 
created him he would have made him 
so that both physical and mental power 
would have been naturally under that 
of his maker. 

Verses 26-30. See the remarks in the 
pre<:eding paragraph concerning the 
flying of the birds. Man is an imitator 
at the bird In devIsing mechanIcal 
means tor traveling through the air. 
This proves that the actions ot bIrds 
are the result of some power otber 
than man. 

JOB 40 
Verses I, 2. God interrupted his 

Une ot speech to challenge Job. Let 
us again note that the whole address 
was made for the purpose of showing 
the weakness of man when contending 
Cae a mere man) with his Maker. 
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v.,.... a·5. Job acknowledged the 
challenge and spoke as a representa.
tive ot human beings. which was to 
show the dependence ot such upon God. 

Verse 6. 7. This takes the same 
comments .. Ch. 38: 1-3. • 

Verae 8. Uninspired man otten puts 
bis own judgment ahead ot God's 
Judgment. 

Verses 9·13. If there Is no higher 
power than man, then he should be 
able to mantfest the abilities described 
in this paragraph. 

Verse 14. This meaDS that if mere 
man can do tbe things described in 
the foregoing paragraph, then it would 
he proved that man Is what he is by 
his own power and that be is the 
highest force tn the universe. 

Verses 15·24. Since this entire group 
of verses pertains to the Bame creature. 
I bave made one paragraph of them. 
In tha margin of Borne Bibles the 
behemot1t is defined as an elephant, 
but every characteristic ascribed to 
him is true or the hippopotamus. Mof
tatt so defines it from the original and 
Strong defines it, "a water·ox, 1. e. the 
hippopotamus or Ntleborse." The argu
ment Is that this creature defies the 
strength of man. He lives and thrives 
In regions where man does not and 
gives every Indication of having been 
created by some power other than man. 

JOB 41 
Verse8 1-9. Leviathian fs from a He

brew word that Strong defines, "a 
wreathed animal, I. e. a serpent (es
pecially the crocodlle or some other 
large Bea-monster):' Moffatt's version 
and Smith's Bible Dictionary also 
render It crocodUe. The word is also 
rendered. "great water animal" by 
Young, and "whale, dragon, serpent, 
sea·mODster" by RobiDson. The works 
at reference seem to Intimate some 
indefiniteness as to the actual creature 
meant. The descrtptlon as given in tbls 
chapter also seems to have both the 
crocodile and a large flsb in mind. Part 
of the statements would apply to one 
and part to another. But the point under 
consideration is that man is fraU 
when compared with the great brutes, 
and It is true of either of the ones 
named. I therefore shall refer to either 
as the language of the text suggests. 

Like the argument made about other 
creatures in the universe, the might 
of the ODe DOW being considered Is 
cited to show the helplessness of man. 
lt Is true , that man today can master 
this beast or brute bT hIs late knowl. 

edge of scientlfio mechanics. But had 
man been the maker of all such crea
tures he would have known from the 
start how to manage them, and would 
not have needed to learn it by '"the 
hard way" of experimentation and 
discoverf'. 

Verse 10. If man is not able to 
master this mODster of the sea, who 
then could contend wtth the power that 
created It? 

Verse 11. Prevented Is from QADAlI! 
and Strong deftnes It, "8 primitive 
root; to project oneself, 1. e. precede; 
hence to antielpate, hasten, meet (us
ually for help) ." The word as used 
here means to help Ood and the ques
tion means to ask who has helped 
God in any ot the works of nature. 

Verse 12. 1 stands for God who de
clares that he wUl not conceal, that 
is. he will not refrain from menUon
ing all the parts of leviathan. 

Verses 13, U. This Is a further chal
lenge, expressed In figuraU ve language, 
for man to match his strength against 
the creature betng considered. 

Verses 15-17. 8ca'e. Is from lCEOIN" 
NAB and Strong detlnes tt, "8 shield 
O. e. the small one or buckler); figura
tively a protector; also tbe scaly hide 
of the crocodile. II These scales re
semble somewhat those of a large fish. 
Man did not form them for the eroco
dUe or flsh, but rather has he learned 
from them to make metalUc armor for 
himself. 

Verse 18. NeeBing. Is another word 
for sneezing. In the 11e1d of figurative 
language we should be careful to avoid 
speculation, and always remain within 
the bounds justified by the known facts. 
For Instance, we know the Inspired 
writer was describing 8 Uteral, fleshly 
creature. Whatever figures he used 
must be understood to be only some 
comparison to" the thing named. Let 
U8 be careful not to formulate some 
tar-fetched app]1caUons. When the hip
popotamus sneezes, the vapor he forces 
from hls nostrils would appear like a 
ray of light, and 1t would be reflected 
at the same time from his eyes. 

Verses 19-21. The breath of this 
large beast would be charged with the 
temperature ot his body which is 
Ukened to the heat of a lamp. 

Verse 22. This creature is so mighty 
that what might have been meant as 
pain to him will tatl. and he will be 
able to rejoice over the feeble attempt. 

Verses 23-25. This is a d~~l;rtptton 
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of -the powerful physical body of the 
beast. 

Verse 26. The things named are 
articles of attack and defense used by 
man. The meaning is that all of them 
will be of no avail in an encounter 
with this moustero 

Verses 27·29. By comparison only 
this beast is said to be able to masti
cate iron as easily as straw. Other 
parts of the paragraph take comments 
at V. 26. 

Verse 30. His hair Is so coarse that 
it is compared to stony points; he 
buries them in the mire on the floor 
of the sea. 

Verses 31. 32. This paragraph evi
dently has special reference to the 
whale. (See my remarks at verses 1-9.) 
The statements are almost literally 
true. Standing on the rear deck of a 
large boat ODe can trace with his eye 
the path the boat has just traveled by 
the foamy light streak on the surface 
of the water. 

Verses 33, 34. This sums up the 
might or the monster that has been 
described. The helplessness of man in 
contact with the creature is the point 
of the writer. 

JOB 42 
Verses 1-6. We should not lose sight 

of the thoughts expressed at Ch. 38: 3 
and 40: 7, This book as a whole is 
inspired of God and Job was the hu
man instrument through whom the 
document was given to man. However, 
In' conducting the great drama, it was 
necessary for Job to take the role of 
an uninspired man and do his best 
to meet the inquiries put to him like 
a man, or from a human standpoint. 
This whole paragraph must be con
sidered in the light of these comments. 
Full acknowledgment was made of the 
great power and wisdom of God. Un
inspired man had exposed his igno
rance by pretending to contend with 
the Lord. Hear, I beseech thee, etc., 
was a confession that man ought to let 
God speak while man hears and ac
cepts the teaching. Eye seeth thee 
could not be literal in view of Ex. 
33: 20, but refers to the arguments 
that had been made from the works of 
God in creation. By having the eyes 
turned to those things they would ac
tually see the evidence of God's exist
ence. In view of such a forceful situa
tion, the arrogance of man would call 
for a practical reformation. Job acted 
as a representative of such a man by 

making the humble acknowledgment 
and by prostrating himself in dust and 
ashes. 

Verse 7, The comments in the pre
ceding paragraph are verified by this 
verse. God expressly said that Job had 
spoken the right words while the three 
friends had not, but instead they had 
kindled the wrath of God against them· 
selves. 

Verses 8, 9. These people were all 
living under the Patriarchal Dispensa· 
tion in which the animal sacrifies com
posed God's religiOUS headquarters. 
The three friends had sinned by their 
speeches while Job had not. Therefore, 
not only did they need to orrer asacri
flce and Job did not, but they had to 
do so in the presence of Job, who acted 
as a priest. 

Verse 10. Oaptivity is from BHEBIYTH 
and Strong defines it, "figuratively, a 
former state of prosperity." It means 
that after Job had officiated jn the ot
ferings for his friends, and when he 
had prayed fOr them the Lord accepted 
the service. God next remembered Job 
and reversed his condition by restoring 
his "former state of prosperity," He 
did not stop at merely restoring what 
he had in the way of health and,happi
ness, but doubled the riches that he 
once possessed, 

Verse 11. This verse exhibits one of 
the commonest weaknesses of many 
people. When a person is in sore need 
of help his so-called friends often de
sert him. Then if he becomes more 
fortunate they will pretend to be in 
full sympathy with him and offer great 
congratulations for his better estate. 
Job did not show any bitterness over 
the situation but entertained his guests 
in his own home. The gifts mentioned 
were according to the custom of the 
times. See comments at Gen. 32: 13; 
1 Sam. 10: 27. 

Verse 12. See my comments at 
verse 10. 

Verses 13-17. Job was comparatively 
a young man when he bad his siege 
of affliction. After that he was able to 
beget 10 children and then live 140 
years. Of course we should understand 
that while much of this experience 
could have been possible through the 
ordinary course of nature. yet the 
special providence of God was cer
tainly in evidence also. The statement 
that he saw his descendants to the 
fourth generation proves that the main 
portion of his long life came after the 
second family had been given to him. 


