"Theacdore said he unto them, The hatvest tudy b grent, dut the
Lapeorgrs ate faw: prav yo therefore the lotd of the hasvest, that
he would aend fcrih fabevens (nfo his harvest.”™  {Like 310:I}
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[Editor's Note: Currently, the congregation
meeting at Westview Gardens Church of Christ
in Montgomery, AL is in the midst of moving.
Here is part of a sermon that was presented by
one of the members. ]

CHRISTIAN AMBASSADORS

As we consider the possibility of buying
property and relocating for the purpose of
winning more souls, we must realize that many
challenges and responsibilities lie ahead of
us as individuals and collectively as a con-
gregation. Our first goal must be to: "Sanc-
tify in your hearts Christ as Lond being ready
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always to give an answer 2o every man that
asheth you a reason concerning the hope that
L8 An you with meekness and fear.” (1 Pet.
3:15)

There may be times when we feel distressed and
wonder if we are doing the right thing. At
these times the Bible must be our source of
strength. It must be our sole authority for
the things that we bring to this new commu-
nity. God is the author of the Scriptures and
it is "thoroughly furnished unto aff good
works.” (II Tim, 3:16-17)

There will be those who will try to persuade
us to rely on ideas and philosophies of men.
They will claim that changing times and cir-
cumstances make innovations and supplemental
works of man necessary for our society today.
But there is no need nor place for that.
God's divine power has "given wunto us aff
things that pertain o Life and godliness
through the knowledge of him that hath calfed
us to glory and virtue.” (II Pet. 1:3)

We must "Put on the whofe armour of God"™ that
is described in Eph. 6:13-17, being careful to
leave none of it off. We must be very sure
that our sword (the Word of God) is sharp and
that we are ready to use it for the Truth.
We must tealize that the Word of God is "Quick
and powerfuf and sharper than any Iwo-edged
sornd, piercing even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spitit and of the foints and
marrow, and 4% a discernen of the thoughts and
intents of the hearnt." (Heb. 4:12)
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Finally we must be as Paul in Eph. 6:18-20,
"Praying always with all prayer and supplica-
tion 4in the Spinit, and watching zthereunto
with all perserverance and suppfication §or
all saints ... that I may open my mouth bofdly
to make known the myatery of the gospel."

Christ meant for us to reach out--to "Go J{nto
the world and preach the Gospef." Our world
is here around us. Let us pray that we will
be strong Christian ambassadors and that we
may speak as Paul describes in Eph. 6:20--
"Boldly as 1 ought to speak".

GECRGE A. HARRIS
Rt. 1 Box 15
Grady, AL 36036

FROM THE SCRIPTURES ...
ABOUT PERSEVERANCE

Seek the Load and hias strength, seek his
gace continually.(l Chr. 16:11)

The Load ALoveth fudgment, and fonsaketh
not his saints; they are preserved for ever:
(Psa. 37:28)

Therefore 2urn thou 2o thy God: keep
mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God con-
tinually . (Hos. 12:6)

He that shaflf endure unto zthe end, the
same Ahalf be saved.(Matt. 24:13)

Who will render to every man according to
his deeds: To them who by patient continu-
ance 4n well doing seek for glory and honour
and immontality, eternal Life:(Rom. 2:6,7)

Therefore, my befoved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmoveable, afways abounding 4in
the wonk of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your ALaborn 45 not in vain in the Loxd.
(1 Cor. 15:58)
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THE HARVESTER is a monthly publication
mailed free of charge to anyocne  who
wishes to receive it. Please submit
name, address, and all correspondence
to: Ray McManus

1735 Eastridge Drive

Birmingham, AL 35235

Ph. (205) 854-6423

Stand fast therefore in the Liberty where-
with Chrnist hath made us §ree, and be not
entangfed again with the yoke of bondage.
(Gal. 5:1)

And fet ws not be weary in well doing:
§or  in due season we shalf reap, if we faint
not.(Gal. 6:9)

Being confident of this very thing, that
he which hath begun a good work in you wilf
perdorm Lt untif the day of Jesus Christ:
(Phil. 1:6)

Continue thou in the things which thou hast
fearned and hast been assured of, knowing o4
whom thou hast fLearned them;(2 Tim. 3:14)

The Lord shall deliver me from every evil
work, and will presexve me unto his heavenfy
kingdom:(2 Tim. 4:18)

Let us hold 4ast zhe profession of our
gaith without wavering; \|fon he {4 faithful
that promised;)(Heb. 10:23)

Bfessed s the man fhat endureth tempta-
tion:  fon when he is tried, he shatf neceive
the crownm o4 dLife, which the Lord hath pro-
mised to them that Love him.(Jas. 1:12)

Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have
spoken in the name of the Load, for an exam-
ple of Auffering affliction, and of pa-
tience. Behofd we count zthem happy which
endure. Ye have heand of the patience of
Job, and have seen the end of the lLoad; that
the Llord 4is verny pitifuf, and of tender
mency.(Jas. 5:10,11) ) :
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Fear none of those things which thou shaft
suffer:  behold, the devil shatl cast some of
you 4nto prison, that ye mau be trded; and yge
shall have Tribulation ten days: be thou
paithful unto death, and 1 will give thee a
crown  of dife. He that overcometh shallf not
be hurt of the second death.(Rev. 2:10,11)

NOT OF MEN

"And Jesws answered and sadd unto them, T will
als0 ask of you one gquestion, and answer me,
and T will telf you by what authority 1 do
these things. The baptism of John, was it
drom heaven, or of men? answer me." (Mark 11:
29,30) Knowing that taking either position
would condemn them, the chief priests and
scribes and elders would not reply to this
question from Jesus. However, the correct
answer was obvious to all. John was a prophet
of God, a messenger of whom the 0ld Testament
had predicted would come.

Today we must continue to ask ourselves about
the many "churches" we see: "was £t {4xrom
heaven, on of men?” And likewise, the correct
answers shall be obvious to all who sincerely
"search the scrdiptfures”. The answers will be
so plainly revealed in the Word of God that
there will be no denying the truth like those
whao "§a£d unto Jesus, We cannot ztelf" (Mark
11:33).

We might first ask, "Who purposed (designed)
the church? Was it a mortal man or did it
come from heaven?" The answer can be easily
seen in Eph. 3:10-11, "To the intent that now
unto the principalities and powers (n heavenly
places might be known by the church the mandi-
gold wisdom of God, According to the eternal
purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our
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Load”. This means that the blueprint of the
true church was drawn up in heaven and not in
the mind of some great religious leader born
on this side of the cross.

Now, what kind of a foundation does "your
church" have? Of heaven or of men? Certainly
the house of God is not built on any man, not
even Peter or Paul! "Now this 1 say, 2that
every one of you sadith, T am of Paul; and T of
Apoflos; and 1 of Cephas; and 1 of Christ. 1s
Christ divided? was Pauf crucified for you?
or were ye baptized in the name o4 Paul?" (1
Cor. 1:12,13) The church is clearly built on
Jesus Christ as the only foundation. "Fox
other foundation can no man Lay than that 4is
Yaid, which is Jesus Chnist."(1l Cor. 3:11)

Here is another guestion worth pondering. Did
man purchase the church or was it heaven-
bought? We need only look in Acts 20:28 far
the correct answer. "Take heed therefore unto
younselves, and to atl the {Lock, over the
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseerns,
to feed the church of God, which he hath pur-
chased with his ownm blood." Alsoc, "Husbanda,
Love your wives, even as Chnist also Loved the
church, and gave himsefd gon {t"(Epn. 5:25).

Similarly, it is impossible for man to take
the credit of giving the church its doctrine.
Yet, many religious bodies are known for their
affiliations with the doctrines of specific

FX £ XXX sz sy
% Have vyou checked your address label
% carefully? With 489 names on the initial
X mailing list, 1 may have misspelled your
X name ar written down an incorrect
% address. If so, then please let me know
¥ at your earliest convenience.

L XXXkt ixzsssrrey

2 9 P WM M M I


http:YOuMei.Ve
http:60undat).on

7

men, Only the teachings of Christ are to be
taught and it is so stated in Gal. 1:9-12,
"But though we, or an anget from heaven,
preach any other gospef unto you 2than that
which we have preached unto you, Let him be
accurnsed ... But I certify you, brethren, that
the gospel which was preached of me 44 not
after man. For 1 neither neceived {t of man,
neither was 1 taught {t, but by the revelation
o4 Jesus Chnist." John also writes te this
effect; "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth
not 4in the doctrine of Chnist, hath not God.
He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son. 14 there
come any unto you, and bring not this doc-
thine, recedve him not into your house, nedi-
ther bid him God speed: For he that bdiddeth
him God speed 4i» partaker of his evif deeds.”
{2 John 9-11)

How do pecple become members of the church?
Do they "join", get "voted" in, or are they
“"added" by the Lord? Which way is "4rom hea-
ven" and which are "of men"? Let us read from
the Bible. "And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved." (Acts 2:47)
"But now hath God set the members every one of
them in the body, as {t hath pleased him."
(1L Cor. 12:18) Unfortunately, many prefer the
politics of 'voting" somecne intoc  “their
church” instead of trusting Christ to take
care of His own business!

Finally we must question the source of the
name we wear as members in the church. Is it
a name "from heaven, oxr of men?"” The answer
should be obvious when we read: "And the
disciples were called Christians f4rat 4n
Antioch."(Acts 11:26) Peter adds: "Yet .if
any man Auffer as a Christian, et him not be
ashamed; but £et him glorify God on this

benaff." (1 Pet, 4:16) Any name other than
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"Christian® alone means it is "of men" and
unfit for God's people.

We now have all the facts to determine whether
"this church or that" is man-made or heaven-
sent. The scriptural church was designed by
Christ, built on Him, bought by Him, given its
doctrine by Him, adds its members by Him and
calls them Christians only. Are we a part of
this New Testament church? If not, do we
realize that "every plant, which my heavenly
Fathen hath not planfed, shafl be rooted up™
(Matt. 15:13)? That includes every religious
group today except cne: the one not "of men”.

RAY
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CALENDAR

1. Sammy Dick of Cave City, KY will hold a
meeting starting on July 6 at West Broad
Street Church of Christ in Wedowee, AL. The
meeting will last through July 11, 7:30pm each
evening.

2. Is your congregation having a Gospel mest-
ing? To have it announced through this paper,

please send all information to The Harvester

at least one month in advance.

3. We, at the Sun Hill Road Church of Christ,
Birmingham, AL, always welcome you to cur ser-
vices at 10:30am & 6:00pm on Sundays and at
7:30pm on Wednesdays.
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