
One of the concerns I had with
the support of the Lads to
Leaders/Leaderettes program

had to do with Jack Zorn. After
receiving some disturbing informa-
tion about Jack Zorn from a reliable
source I took it upon myself to write
Brother Zorn and ask him some
questions. The letter (dated July 9,
1996) stated:

Dear Brother Zorn,
I am writing on behalf of the eld-

ers of the Wesconnett church of
Christ. We have been a part of the
Lads/Leaderettes program now for
three years. This program has
prompted a great deal of excitement,
enthusiasm and involvement from
both students and parents. Many
have been impressed by the program
and are looking forward to future
involvement. There are a few that
have brought some concerns about
the scripturalness of the program

and our involvement. We thought it
would be good if we simply wrote and
asked you some questions to allevi-
ate any concerns.

These questions were the ones
asked of me and all preachers we
support. We ask that you please
answer these questions and return
them as soon as you are able.

In addition to these questions,
would you please answer the follow-
ing:

1. What do you consider is the
purpose of the Lads/Leaderettes pro-
gram?

2. What would be your position
with regard to the teaching and fel-
lowship of Rubel Shelly, Jubilee, Jeff
Walling, etc?

3. Does the board furnish a finan-
cial statement of the Lads/Lead-
erettes? If so, we should like to have
a copy of that statement.

Thank you for taking time to
answer these questions. Our prayer

is always that the work of the church
will continue to prosper.

In His Service,
Mark Mosher

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
PROSPECTIVE PREACHERS

Please check with pencil and
sign.

Yes __ No __ 1. Do you believe
and/or teach the Bible to be the ver-
bally inspired word of God?

Yes __ No __ 2. Do you believe
and/or teach that the kingdom and
the church are the same, and that the
borders of the kingdom do not extend
beyond the church of Christ?

Yes __ No __ 3. Do you believe
and/or teach that the Holy Spirit
operates only through the word in
both the alien sinner and the Christ-
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IS IT REALLY GOOD
FOR OUR CHILDREN TO RESPECT ONE

WHO SUPPORTS LIBERALISM?
(Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes, Inc.)

Mark Mosher

Do we have degrees of supporting liberalism? If the preacher is
“high profile” enough, as Rubel Shelly, is there (as Shelly taught)

a “Big F” and a “little f” of fellowship? Certainly sound congregations do
not have degrees of supporting liberalism!



QUESTION:
The Bible says to do all in the Name

JESUS (Col. 3:17). What does this mean?
In Matthew 28:18-20 we are told to bap-
tize in the NAME being singular here
father, son and Holy Ghost are roles and
titles, not names. Would you agree? The
name is JESUS. This is important
because the Disciples baptized in the
name of JESUS thus fulfilling the com-
mand of JESUS in Matt 28:19. The tri-
une God did not start until the Nicaean
creed in 325 A.D.

ANSWER:
It is true that we must do all we

do in the name of the Lord. Colos-
sians 3:17 says, “And whatsoever ye
do in word or deed, do ALL IN THE
NAME OF THE LORD JESUS, giv-
ing thanks to God and the Father by
him.” I believe this verse must be fol-
lowed in every detail of life, not only
in worship, but in all of life. It is
unavoidable. However, if this means
we must literally SAY or SPEAK
THE WORDS “in the name of the
Lord Jesus”, then when you take a
drink of water, you must say “I do
this in the name of the Lord Jesus.”
Is that what you do? I don’t think so.
I don’t either. When we worship, we
do so in the name of the Lord Jesus,
yet we do not pronounce the words “I
do this in the name of the Lord
Jesus.” That is understood by the
ACT WE PERFORM, not by THE
WORDS WE SAY. When police come
to your door and say, “open, in the
name of the law,” they are saying,
“open, we have the authority of the
law to command that you do this.”
Every righteous act we do as the
Lord’s people, we do according to the
authority given us by the Lord.

When one is baptized, he is bap-
tized in “the name of the Lord Jesus.”
All that means is, we do what we do
IN THE NAME OF, or ACCORDING
TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE
LORD. Baptism itself is performed in
the name of the Lord whether we say
the words or not. It’s not simply
WHAT YOU SAY, it’s WHAT YOU

DO. One could be Scripturally bap-
tized and never say anything at the
moment he/she is baptized. All the
words or statements that need to be
said have already taken place prior
to baptism. That is evident by the
fact that one desires to be baptized.
By submitting to water baptism, the
one being baptized and the one doing
the baptizing recognize and under-
stand that the act they are perform-
ing IS IN THE NAME OF THE
LORD, that is, this act is being per-
formed BY HIS AUTHORITY and
UPON HIS DIRECTION AND COM-
MAND. However, we always tell
those who may be observing what we
are DOING by saying (or repeating)
what the Lord told us to do in the act
of baptizing. The act of baptizing is
done according to the authority of the
Lord; therefore, it’s in His name we
baptize. I, we, certainly do not bap-
tize in our own name — baptism is
not according to man’s authority.

The Lord clearly said, “Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them IN THE NAME OF THE
FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND
OF THE HOLY GHOST” (Matt.
28:19). I don’t know how to get
around that. I don’t know how to
explain that away. Every baptism in
the New Testament was done accord-
ing to the Lord’s instructions in
Matthew 28:19. Baptism was admin-
istered “in the name of Jesus Christ”
(Acts 2:38), “in the name of the Lord
Jesus” (Acts 8:12-13,16; 19:5), “in the
name of the Lord” (Acts 10:47-48),
“calling on the name of the Lord”
(Acts 22:16), and 1 Cor. 1:13-17
implies the Corinthians were bap-
tized in the name of the Lord. Sever-
al times we read of baptisms and
nothing is recorded as to “what was
said” (Acts 2:41; 8:36-38; 9:18; 16:15;
16:33; 18:8; Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Cor. 12:13;
Gal. 3:27; Col. 2:12; 1 Peter 3:21).
HOWEVER, EACH AND EVERY
ONE OF THESE INDIVIDUALS
WERE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME
OF THE LORD, that is, THE NAME

OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE
SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST
(SPIRIT). Again, baptism is done
according to the authority of heaven,
not earth.

The triune God, three persons
making up one God, did not start
with the Nicaean Creed. It started in
the Bible as far back as Genesis
1:1,26-27. “In the beginning God” —
Hebrew God(s). Verse 26, “And God
said, let US make man in OUR
image....” Both of these are plural.
Who was he speaking to? There are
three persons in the Godhead. One
God, yes, but made up of three per-
sons. All three possess (and are) the
nature of deity, therefore, one God,
one deity. This is evident throughout
the Bible.

All three (Father, Son, Holy Spir-
it) are present at the baptism of
Jesus (Matt. 3:16-17). If this is not so,
then Jesus was the biggest trickster
and best ventriloquist the world has
ever known. If He wanted mankind
to understand He was/is the only per-
son in the Godhead, then he sure
messed things up at his baptismal
scene!

The Father and Son were present
at the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt.
17:5) when the voice came out of
heaven saying, “...This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear
ye him.” What else could Peter, James
and John believe when they saw
Jesus standing before them AND
heard a voice out of the cloud saying
this is my Son? That’s two, no matter
how you look at it.

Jesus taught his disciples to pray
unto the Father and ask in His name
(Matt. 6:5-9; John 14:13-14). That’s
two.

Jesus said he had to leave in
order that the Comforter (Holy Spir-
it) might come. “Nevertheless I tell
you the truth; It is expedient for you
that I go away: for if I go not away,
the COMFORTER will not come unto
you; but if I depart, I will send him
unto you” (John 16:7). That’s two, not
one.

All three are mentioned in John
14:26, “But the COMFORTER, which
is the HOLY GHOST, whom the
FATHER will send in MY name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring
all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you.”
John 15:26 also mentions all three.
“But when the COMFORTER is
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ian?
Yes __ No __ 4. Do you believe

and/or teach that instrumental
music in worship is sinful and
unscriptural?

Yes __ No __ 5. Do you believe
and/or teach that the Lord’s Supper
may be observed on any day other
than the first day of the week?

Yes __ No __ 6. Do you believe
and/or teach that any accountable
unbaptized person can or will be
saved?

Yes __ No __ 7. Do you believe
and/or teach that God effected cre-
ation through an evolutionary
process? Theistic evolution?

Yes __ No __ 8. Do you partici-
pate in Union Worship Services with
denominations? Do you believe
and/or teach that such would be per-
missible?

Yes __ No __ 9. Do you believe
and/or teach that God gave a plan for
man’s salvation? That man must
comply with the condition of His plan
or be lost?

Yes __ No __ 10. Do you believe
and/or teach that one can become a
Christian without becoming a mem-
ber of the church of Christ?

Yes __ No __ 11. Do you believe
and/or teach that women may lead
prayer or “testify” in mixed (men’s
and women’s) classes or assemblies?

We (The elders and I at Wescon-
nett church of Christ) then received a
two-page letter from Jack Zorn stat-
ing why he did not have time to
answer our questions. (Although the
original letter has been lost, Charles
Miller who was then an elder can
verify that we received such). When
we (The eldership and I) felt his
answers were unsatisfactory, we
asked him again to answer and on
August 15, 1996 we received a fax
which gave the pages of the official
Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes rules
with one statement having an arrow
pointing to, “NO MEN WILL BE
ALLOWED IN THIS (WOMEN’S)
COMPETITION”. I thought it inter-
esting that Jack Zorn singled out the
area of women not leading over men.
It is evident that he must receive
many questions about this. No doubt
because of the title “LEAD-

ERETTES.” It was evident to me and
one other elder (Charles Miller) that
he was not going to answer the spe-
cific questions asked. The others in
that eldership were satisfied.

It should never be a burden for
any gospel preacher or Christian to
answer Biblical questions so as to
reflect one’s soundness. Therefore on
August 16, 1996 I telephoned Jack
Zorn and stated to him that his fax
did not help me to know where he
stood. When I asked him about fel-
lowship with Rubel Shelly he stated,
“I have nothing to do with him”.
When I asked about Jeff Walling he
said, “I don’t know who he is.” No
doubt brother Zorn has not paid
much attention to brotherhood
issues. Evidently Brother Zorn does
not read sound brotherhood publica-
tions. He informed me he was busy
and I asked if I could call at another
date. He said that would be fine. On
August 28, 1996 at 1:30 p.m, I again
called Jack Zorn and asked some
pointed questions. I knew he attend-
ed Vaughn Park church of Christ in
Montgomery, Alabama. I also knew
the Vaughn Park church of Christ
readily supported the Jubilee in
Nashville, Tennessee. They stated in
their bulletin, “Good News”, dated
June 12 and 19, 1996:

The largest gathering of
Church of Christ members in
the Southeast will be taking
place in Nashville this July
3-6. This year’s Jubilee will
focus on the need for Christ-
ian compassion. Jubilee has
consistently featured
some of the finest speak-
ers in the brotherhood.
You will be blessed if you
are able to attend.

A group from Vaughn
Park will leave for Nashville
early Thursday morning
(July 4) and will return late
Friday night. Those who
wish to attend as part of this
group may sign in the lobby
(emphasis mine, kmm).

The false teaching and false
teachers at “Jubilee” have been docu-
mented and exposed by our brother-
hood. It is beyond me how one can
declare this event as one that will
bless us. It is also beyond me how one
could support a congregation that

come, whom I will send unto you
from the FATHER, even the SPIRIT
of truth, which proceedeth from the
Father, he shall testify of ME.”

These examples could be multi-
plied over and over again from the
Scriptures. But, the Bible only needs
to mention a thing one time for it to
be true.

An excellent source of informa-
tion on this subject is found in debate
form. One such debate on the subject
is The Jackson-Bayer Debate held in
1979 in Fulton, Mississippi. Jerry
Joseph, jwjoseph@usit.net could pos-
sibly get you a copy of it.
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would support such.
I also know that the Vaughn

Park church of Christ refers to their
ministers as “clergy.” Again in their
bulletin, “Good News” they stated,

October has been desig-
nated as Clergy Appreciation
month with October 13 in
particular as a day to recog-
nize and honor our minis-
ters. Mark Howard, Mitch
and Jim have dedicated their
lives to serving our Lord and
His Kingdom. They do a
remarkable job serving the
Vaughn Park church with
the many demands that
come their way. We are
indeed blessed to have these
men and their families work-
ing with us at Vaughn Park.
Let them know how much
you appreciate them.

This use of “clergy” is sectarian
and was answered by brother Guy N.
Woods in “Questions and Answers,
Vol. II.” I then informed brother Zorn
that I had learned of the above infor-
mation and asked him why he fel-
lowshipped such. His first answer
was that he looked at every congre-
gation as autonomous and therefore
tried to help the one he attended. Yet
he quickly added that he is not at
Vaughn Park very much due to the
fact that he promotes the Lads to
Leaders/Leaderettes program. When
I asked him how he could help them
(elders at Vaughn Park church of
Christ) out of liberalism and the sup-
port of it, he stated, he is “more con-
cerned about teaching truth than
going around the brotherhood and
talking about who is wrong.” I then
asked him how he intended to help
the congregation. He responded, “I
would protest to the elders”. I then
asked what if the elders at Vaughn
Park do not respond to your protest?
He said he would seek another con-
gregation. I asked why he had not
already sought another congregation
since he had been there a while and
Vaughn Park continued to support
liberalism? He stated that he and his
wife liked the teachers and preacher
there. Brother Jack Zorn continued
to attend Vaughn Park for another
four years.

When you visit the web site of
the Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes, Inc.

you see many pictures of Jack Zorn.
His name is on the material and on
the award certificates. In the scrap-
books at Wesconnett the children
have pictures that were made with
him. He is held up as a model Chris-
tian.

Further, money is an over-riding
issue. To be a part of the convention
one must pay a registration fee
($30.00 per child). For some time I
was told that all this money went
toward trophies and supplies and the
use of the building for the conven-
tion. I requested a copy of the finan-
cial report and learned differently.
The Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes
receives the bulk of its operating
funds from the conventions. Other
sources of income are: contributions,
public sales (a booklet for the Bible
Bowl questions cost $19.95 and a
diskette of questions cost $49.95),
benefit dinners (On November 15,
1999 at the Birmingham-Jefferson
Civic Center in Birmingham, AL., the
3rd Annual Lads to Leaders/Lead-
erettes benefit dinner was held in
honor of General Norman Schwarz-
kopf. Tickets were $125.00/person or
$1000.00/table of 8), summer camp
fees ($150.00 per camper; sibling dis-
count: first child $150.00, second
child $125.00, third child $100.00),
workshop fees ($500.00, plus travel-
ing expenses, per congregation), and
interest. The financial statement for
1997 (which I have in my files)
showed a total revenue of
$446,308.00, of that $249,222 was
used for SALARIES (it is shown by
the Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes, Inc.
that they are growing at a rate of
20% per year and have now three
conventions for 2001; no doubt the
income has increased greatly). It is
most certain some of the convention
money goes to Jack Zorn. Financial
support is indeed a form of fellowship
(cf. Rom. 12:13; Phil. 4:15). Is it good
for the church and our children to use
the Lord’s money to support such?

I asked an eldership, for exam-
ple, if Rubel Shelly were president of
the Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes and
we knew money from the church
would go to his salary would we con-
tinue to support such? Their answer
was, “If Rubel Shelly were president
there would be a mass exodus of con-
servative congregations because
Rubel Shelly was ‘a high profile lib-
eral’.” To this I would agree. Many

congregations would remove their
support on such grounds. Yet do we
have degrees of supporting liberal-
ism? If the preacher is “high profile”
enough, as Rubel Shelly, is there (as
Shelly taught) a “Big F” and a “little
f” of fellowship? Certainly sound con-
gregations do not have degrees of
supporting liberalism! I remember
one such instance where I received a
notice from the Mandarin church
(Jacksonville, Florida) stating that
Jack Zorn would be conducting a
workshop of the Lads to Leaders/-
Leaderettes, Inc. We had marked
that congregation because of their
unsound activities and fellowship.
Knowing Jack Zorn’s position of fel-
lowship it was not a surprise to see
him conducting such a workshop at a
liberal congregation. The elders
decided we would not SEND OUR
CHILDREN NOR SUPPORT IT
because we had marked them as
being unsound in doctrine. Yet in
April, 1996 we allowed our CHIL-
DREN to attend a Jack Zorn recep-
tion at the convention. Is this confus-
ing message really good for our chil-
dren? We wish to have our young
people strong in the faith and never
to support that which is false. Yet
they see inconsistencies on our part.
How can this really be good for our
children?

EDITOR’S NOTE: The above
article is just a part of one section in
a new book by Mark Mosher titled: Is
The “Lads To Leaders/Leaderettes,
Inc.” REALLY GOOD For Our Chil-
dren? Other chapters include: “A
Brief History and Explanation of the
Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes, Inc.”,
“Is the Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes,
Inc. Really Good for our Children if it
is a Human Organization?”, “Is the
Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes, Inc.
Really Good for our Children if we
are in Fellowship with Liberal Con-
gregations?”, “Is it Really Good for
our Children to Compete in Matters
of Worship?”, “Is it Really Good for
our Children to Support all Modern
Versions of the Bible?”, Is it Really
Good for our Children to Support
Non-Christians Leading in Wor-
ship?” You may obtain a copy of this
57 page booklet for $3 postage paid
by sending your order and check to:
Mark Mosher, 1508 Elm St., Cros-
sett, AR 71635. Ph. (870) 364-2321,
email: kmmosher@alltel.net
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“But sanctity the Lord God in
your hearts: and be ready
always to give an answer to

every man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that is in you with meekness
and fear: Having a good conscience,
that, whereas they speak evil of you,
as of evildoers, they may be ashamed
that falsely accuse your good conver-
sation in Christ” (1 Peter 3:15-16).

This is a question that is often
asked by visitors. As a matter of fact,
I suppose this would be the most
striking difference in a worship serv-
ice at a church of Christ and a wor-
ship service conducted by another
religious group.

This difference is deliberate, not
simply for the reason of being differ-
ent, but because of certain basic and
fundamental principles involved.
Why do members of the church of
Christ not use instrumental music in
worship? Let’s approach this calmly,
sanely, and scripturally. I would like
for everyone to agree in his own
heart to think very carefully with us
concerning this issue. It isn’t some-
thing we can just say, “Oh, that does-
n’t matter.” It isn’t something that is
insignificant. It is a major point. It is
a matter of faith. The worship of God
should be with vocal music. We would
like to share a number of reasons
with you why this is true.

First, let us notice the music in
the early apostolic church. Instru-
mental music is such a common
thing in worship services today that
many people are surprised to learn
they did not use instruments of

music in the worship of the first cen-
tury. There are many people today
who are not aware of the fact that the
addition of instruments of music in
the worship came hundreds years
after the last apostle had died. This
was not for the reason that instru-
ments of music did not exist — for
instruments of music existed years
before Christ was born and instru-
ments of music were found in the old
Jewish worship. But, when we come
to the first century and the establish-
ment of the church, even though the
church was being established right in
the midst of Jewish worship where
instruments of music were used,
these instruments were not brought
into the worship services of the New
Testament church. It was not until
hundreds of years later that someone
had the idea of bringing the instru-
ment into the worship of the church.

Churches of Christ today are
making a deliberate effort to be like
the church was in the first century.
We make no claim of perfection in
this. We make no claim of having
superior intelligence above other
people. We simply make the claim
that it is our plea that we go back to
the first century and find that they
did not have instruments of music in
their worship. If we are going to be
like they were, we will not have
instruments of music in our worship
either. It is just as simple as that. If
there were no other reasons other
than that we sincerely wanted to
restore Christianity to its first centu-
ry purity, then we would not have

instruments of music today.
But there are many people today

who honestly believe it is all right to
have instruments of music in the
worship even though it was not found
in the early church. They think it was
not used then for any one of a num-
ber of reasons, but they have instru-
ments of music today. They feel it is
perfectly all right.

But, why do we not have instru-
ments of music in worship? Well,
what kind of music is authorized in
the Bible? Did you ever stop to
answer that question? What kind of
music is authorized in the Bible? I
ask the question because there are
different kinds of music. There is
vocal music and there is instrumen-
tal music. Does the Bible authorize
simply music or does the Bible
authorize a particular kind of music?
The Bible authorizes a particular
kind of music. What kind of music is
mentioned and commanded in the
Bible? I am going to list Scriptures
giving you the book, chapter, and
verse having to do with music in
worship and I want all to listen to see
if we can determine what kind of
music is mentioned or commanded.

First of all, Matthew 26:30
where Jesus had just instituted the
Lord’s supper, we read, “And when
they had sung an hymn, they went
out into the Mount of Olives.” Here we
have the apostles and Jesus together
and it is said “they...sung an hymn.”
This particular passage would not be
too relevant to our topic here because
one could easily say, “Well, they just

WHY DO CHURCHES OF CHRIST
NOT USE INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

IN THEIR WORSHIP? 
Dan Goddard 

Instruments of music in the worship service violate the law of faith.
You remember in II Corinthians 5:7, the apostle Paul said “We walk by

faith, not by sight.” When you have instruments of music in the worship, is
this by faith or is it by sight? If anyone seeks to justify this practice, they

will not turn to a Scripture telling them to use instruments of music,
authorizing them to use it or even permitting them to use it.
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didn’t have any instrument in the
room where Jesus instituted the
Lord’s supper. That may be true, but
it is significant that a particular kind
of music is here mentioned.

Next, we notice Acts 16:25. This
is the case of Paul and Silas being in
prison at Philippi. I point out to you
that we are merely mentioning those
passages that have to do with music
in worshipping God and we are want-
ing to identify the kind of music
which is mentioned and the kind of
music which is authorized. “...And at
midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and
sang praises unto God: and the
prisoners heard them.” Again, you
might say, “Well, of course, they did-
n’t use instrumental music in the
worship there because they were in
prison and had no instrument avail-
able.” I will grant it may be true that
they would not have had an instru-
ment of music, but the fact remains
that a kind of music is mentioned
here, and that is our purpose.

Now, let us notice Romans 15:8-
9. “Now I say that Jesus Christ was a
minister of the circumcision for the
truth of God, to confirm the promises
made unto the fathers: And that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy; as it is written, For this cause
I will confess to thee among the Gen-
tiles, and sing unto thy name.” Now
we do not have a statement of some-
thing that someone did, but a
prophecy as to what would be done,
so we cannot say here that the
instrument was not available; there-
fore, vocal music only was men-
tioned, because it could have been
said, “I will make music, or will play
upon an instrument and sing,” but
the fact remains that it does say, I
will “sing unto thy name.”

In I Corinthians 14:15 the
apostle Paul is speaking. “What is it
then? I will pray with the spirit, and
I will pray with the understanding
also: I will sing with the spirit and I
will sing with the understanding
also.” The apostle Paul was not
telling something he had done in
prison. He is telling something he
would do. He did not say, “I will make
music with the understanding also,”
but he named a particular kind of
music, “I will sing with the under-
standing also.”

Ephesians 5:19 states, “Speak-
ing to yourselves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing

and making melody in our heart to
the Lord.” What kind of music is here
identified? Would it not have been
possible for Paul to say that these
people were to make music with all
their hearts? Rather, what he said
was that they were to speak to them-
selves “in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord.”
Someone might raise the question
here, “Does it not say that you are to
make melody, that you are to sing
and make melody?” They would sug-
gest that is all they are doing in the
use of a mechanical instrument of
music — that they are singing and
making melody on an instrument.
But, I point out to you that this Scrip-

ture does say that they were to make
melody, but it identifies where the
melody is to be made. It does not say
to make melody on an instrument,
but to make melody in the heart, or
to make melody with the heart. They
were to sing and the melody was to
be in their heart. Here a particular
kind of music is mentioned. They are
commanded what to do and the com-
mand is to sing.

Next, we turn to Colossians
3:16. “Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom; teaching
and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.” This would have

been another wonderful opportunity
for the Lord to have said, “making
music with grace in your hearts to
the Lord,” but instead of that he spec-
ified the kind of music. He said,
“singing with grace in your hearts to
the Lord.”

In Hebrews 2:11-12 it is writ-
ten, “for both he that sanctifieth and
they that are sanctified are all of one:
for which cause he is not ashamed to
call them brethren, Saying, I will
declare thy name unto my brethren,
in the midst of the church will I sing
praise unto thee.” The subject of
music is considered here. It would
have been a wonderful occasion for
him to say, “in the midst of the church
I will make music and praise thee,”
but instead he said, “in the midst of
the church I will sing praise unto
thee.”

James 5:13 says, “is any among
you afflicted let him pray. Is any
merry: let him sing psalms.”

Now, my friends, these are the
basic scriptures in the New Testa-
ment where music is mentioned.
What kind of music then would you
say is mentioned and authorized in
the New Testament? In the first
place, we would have to say that
vocal music is mentioned. In the sec-
ond place, we would have to say that
vocal music is commanded, for in the
passages, which we have read, music
was both mentioned and command-
ed. In every instance, a specific kind
of music was mentioned — vocal
music. If we were to ask the question,
“what kind of music is authorized by
the Lord in His word,” I hardly see
that we could say anything but vocal
music — singing praises unto God.

To pursue this point a bit further,
you remember that Jesus once said
to His apostles, “Go into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved: He that
believeth not shall be condemned.”
What I want us to see in this passage
from Mark 16:15-16, is the fact that
the Lord here specified that these
men were to travel and to preach the
Gospel. He did not tell them to walk
into all the world and preach the
Gospel, but he told them to go and
preach the Gospel. Since he said that
they were to go, specifying travel, but
not specifying a kind of travel, we are
free today to walk or to ride in a car
or a train or a place or any way that

Is the practice of instrumental
music in the worship a

teaching of God or a teaching
of men? If it is a teaching of
God, then you will have to be
able to find somewhere in the

New Testament where God
has authorized it. There is not

a single passage in all the
New Testament mentioning
instruments of music in the

worship of God, let alone
commanding that we use it in

worship.
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we can go to preach the Gospel. If the
Lord had said that we are to make
music and to praise His name, then
we would be free to use any kind of
music. We could use either vocal
music or instrumental music or both.
But for some reason, the Lord did not
choose simply to say, “Make music
unto me.” He chose rather to specify
the “kind of music.” Since He speci-
fied the “kind of music,” that excludes
all others. If not, why not?

I would indicate to you that
Jesus talked to the woman at the
well and told her (John 4:24), “God is
a Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in
truth.” To worship God in spirit sim-
ply means that me are to worship
Him from the heart, that we are to be
sincere, that we are to go about it
knowing what we are doing and pur-
posefully to worship Him. To worship
God in truth surely means we are to
worship Him according to the truth
or we are to worship Him according
to what the truth says. Now what is
the truth? In John 17:17 Jesus said,
“Father, sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth.” If the word
of God is truth and we are to worship
according to the truth, then we are to
worship according to what the Bible
says.

The Bible says we are to worship
with singing. It is to be vocal/singing.
If we worship God in spirit and in
truth, we will sincerely worship Him
by doing that which He has told us to
do. Matthew 15:9 says, “But in vain
do they worship me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of men.”
Here, people are said to have wor-
shipped God in vain. The Lord will
make that decision for Himself. I do
not set myself up as judge to judge
any man, but I do recognize what the
Lord is saying here. He is saying that
if I worship Him while I am teaching
for doctrine the commandments of
men, then my worship will be vain. Is
the practice of instrumental music in
the worship a teaching of God or a
teaching of men? If it is a teaching of
God, then you will have to be able to
find somewhere in the New Testa-
ment where God has authorized it.
There is not a single passage in all
the New Testament mentioning
instruments of music in the worship
of God, let alone commanding that
we use it in worship. Therefore,
instruments of music in the public

worship is a teaching of the doctrines
and commandments of men. “But in
vain do they worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of
men.”

Instruments of music in the wor-
ship service violate the law of faith.
You remember in II Corinthians 5:7,
the apostle Paul said “We walk by
faith, not by sight.” When you have
instruments of music in the worship,
is this by faith or is it by sight? If
anyone seeks to justify this practice,
they will not turn to a Scripture
telling them to use instruments of
music, authorizing them to use it or
even permitting them to use it. They
will begin to reason that you can sing
better with instruments, that it is
really not worship, it is an aid, and
all of the other reasonable things
that they would present. But the
Scripture says, “walk by faith, not by
sight.” If a person wants to walk by
sight, then that is his business. It will
be between him and the Lord. But it
will be in vain!

We are answering the question,
“Why do you not have instruments of
music?” We do not use mechanical
instruments of music in worship
because we seek to walk by faith. But
someone says, “Are you not arrogant
and conceited when you say that?”
No, indeed not. I make no claim of
being perfect, but we do humbly say
that we are trying to walk by faith
and not according to the reason of the
human mind.

There is another scripture that
ought to go with this, Romans 10:17.
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hear-
ing by the Word of God.” If we are
walking by faith, then we must hear
it from the Word of God in order for it
to be admissible in our worship and
service to the Lord, but you can’t read
anywhere in the New Testament
where instruments of music are to be
used in the worship. Therefore, one is
walking by sight rather than walking
by faith when instruments of music
are used. Faith says, “Let the Word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wis-
dom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace
in your hearts unto the Lord,” So it
is not arrogance when we say we are
walking by faith.” It is the simple
truth.

Why do you not have instru-
ments of music in your worship? We

do not have mechanical instruments
of music in our worship because they
did not have them in the early
church. This is an historical fact. No
one questions that. Instruments of
music were in existence at that time,
but for some reason they were left
out of apostolic Christian worship.

Why do you not have instru-
ments of music in the worship serv-
ice? We do not have mechanical
instruments of music in our worship
because of the kind of music which is
authorized in God’s Word. Vocal
music is authorized. Instrumental
music is not authorized. Since God
specified the kind of music, that
excludes all other kinds. Why do you
not have instruments of music in
your worship? Because God said that
He is a spirit and they that worship
Him must worship Him in spirit and
in truth. According to the truth (if
you do that) you will sing and you
will have vocal music only.

Why do we not have instrumen-
tal music in our worship? Because it
violates the law of faith. We walk by
faith and not by sight and faith
cometh by hearing and hearing by
the Word of God.

I hope you have read these points
of reason and I hope you will consid-
er from God’s Book what worship to
God ought to be.

29511 Bock St.
Garden City, MI 48135
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“Put us on your mailing list. My
wife and I enjoy S.T.O.P. Keep up
the good work” ...J.R. & Barbara
Ford, Marshall, TX. “The publi-
cation was shared with me by Bro.
Louie Fuqua and I find it very
useful to me and am impressed
with the articles. I would like to be
added to the mailing list. Thank

you so much for the work that you do” ...Dennis Ballard,
Scottsville, KY. “Please take my name off your mailing list”
...Roberta Tindall, Tyler, TX. “Thank you for the publication. I
regularly receive Seek the Old Paths and may God bless your work
there!” ...Glenn Cable, Melrose Park, IL. “You’re doing a great
work with S.T.O.P. Keep telling it like it is. May God bless you all
as you continue doing His will” ...Paul & Donna Curless,
Murfreesboro, TN. “A friend recently loaned me one of your
papers to read over. It was quite interesting and informative. I am
therefore, writing to you in hopes of receiving the publication that
you produce monthly myself. Many thanks for your labor of love for
God and the saints” ...Vicki Roberts, Lake Park, GA. “I read the
paper Seek the Old Paths and I enjoy it very much. Keep up the
good work. The brotherhood needs more papers like this” ...Bob
Glenn, Blackwater, MO. “Keep up the good work” ...Jim Castell,
Haleyville, AL. “Both of my children receive STOP. I would also
like to get it as I enjoy reading it very much” ...Roxanne LeBlanc,
Flower Mound, TX. “We so appreciate the job you and the elders
at East Corinth did in presenting the Seek The Old Paths lectures
this year. The subject was timely and the presentations were great.
You did a splendid job with your assigned subject. You and your
work with the publication does not go un-noticed. We appreciate the
efforts you put forth. May God bless you and yours as you serve
Him” ...NC. “Dear brethren, I am writing to you to request to be
added to your mailing list to receive S.T.O.P. Fortunately, I visited
the West Side church of Christ while in Livonia, MI and was able to
get a few copies of S.T.O.P. I can’t begin to describe the joy that I
feel to know that there are fellow Brothers in Christ who are dili-
gently seeking to do the Lord’s work. Also, seeking to root out those
false teachers within the church of Christ. Continue to do the Lord’s
Will my brothers. God Bless you and your efforts. In Christian Love,
...L.J. Francis, Tomah, WI. “I have so enjoyed receiving your
newsletter and have learned so much about all the liberalism that
is prevailing our brotherhood. Our eyes have really been opened by
your newsletter and I want to commend you for all the fine work
you, your congregation and eldership are doing in the name of
truth!” ...GA. “I enjoy reading Seek the Old Paths publication and
I’m looking forward to receiving a copy of the lectureship booklet
“Traditions of Men - Vain Religion.” May God bless you as you con-
tinue to fight error in the church. And, may it always be done in
love” ...Doris Mullins, Pensacola, FL. “Keep on keeping on”
...Martin Bedford, Tucson, AZ. “We really enjoy your publication
Seek the Old Paths” ...Marvin Gearhart, Olive Hill, KY. “I have
read recent copies of your publication. Could you please put me on
your mailing list? Keep up the good work. The information you
print is very beneficial in knowing in keeping up with what is going
on in the brotherhood” ...Richard Clay, Bandera, TX. “We appre-
ciate S.T.O.P. so much and want to continue receiving it. May God
continue to bless you in His work” ...Don Tiffany, Durham, NC.
“My wife and I have been enjoying Seek the Old Paths. They are
very good” ...Howard Stark, Kissimmee, FL. “God bless you,
Brothers. Keep up the good work!” ...Al Sowins, Bisbee, AZ.
“Would you please put me and my friends on your mailing list for a
bulletin? Would you please send us the “August 2001” issue? It is a
great bulletin. Thank you!” ...Brenda Lenser, Haughton, LA. “I
want to thank you for putting me on the Seek The Old Paths list. It
is super and right on target! In fact, I don’t know of any paid for
publications that are as pertinent and straight forward” ...D.A.
Atchley, Springtown, TX. “I look forward to receiving Seek the
Old Paths each month. Keep up the good work” ...Hurschel Ray,

Jonesboro, AR. “We pray that you will have a successful 16th year
lectureship. As always, we are mindful of the good work that you
folks do year after year!” ...William H. Farley, Jr., Marion, OH. “I
just read Seek the Old Paths and was very impressed with your
paper. I would like to make a contribution to your Godly cause.
Keep up the good work that you are doing” ...M/M Clay Rawlins,
Gracey, KY. “I have been reading your paper that my daughter
brings me from the congregation that she attends, and I think it is
wonderful. What a blessing to read articles of the Truth, when there
are so many that are falling away from it. Keep up the good work
and know that you are in my prayers” ...Gail Nelson, Elkins, WV.
“Bless you for standing for the truth! Keep up the good work!”
...Jamie Pennington, Gainesboro, TN. “I want to thank you for
“20/20” that you keep on the word” ...Rick Lucas, Nashville, TN.
“The Harding administration continues to speak one way and act
another. They say they want to stick to the old paths. They say they
are teaching our children the Bible. Yet below you read about them
holding a University day at the congregation that Jeff Walling
preaches for. Their advertisement says: Harding University Day in
Charlotte, NC. Sunday, September 4. Providence Road Church of
Christ. Bible Class is at 10 a.m. and worship begins at 11 a.m.
Please make plans to be with us as Harding University travels to
Charlotte. This is a great opportunity to introduce prospective stu-
dents to your Harding family. Dr. David Burks, president of Hard-
ing University; Dan Campbell, regional director for advancement;
Hank Bingham, admissions advisor; and Liz Howell, director of
alumni and parent relations will be attending. Please R.S.V.P. by
calling the office of alumni relations at (800) 477-4312 by Septem-
ber 4, and let us know how many in your group will be attending”
...Mark McWhorter, Pell City, AL.

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the East Corinth
Church of Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is mailed
FREE upon request. Its primary purpose and goal in publication can
be found in Jude 3; II Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:1; II Peter 1:12.
All mail received may be published unless otherwise noted. Articles
are also welcomed.

Editor: Garland M. Robinson / Associate Editor: Jimmy Bates
http://www.tsixroads.com/~ecorinth
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