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and UlbOr for the advancement of God's 
interests. David prayed that such an 
attitude may be kept tn the imagina
tion (mind) of them ever after. 

Verse 19. A special prayer was 
offered tor his son that he might al
ways have the right kind of heart to
ward God. Commandments referred· to 
the requirements of God tn general. 
Testimonies means these requirements 
had been attested and establIshed. 
Statutes refers to the tormal enact
ments of God. All of lhese terms may 
be used somewhat interchangeably, and 
the same law might possess all of the 
qualities at once. 

Verse 20. BleBS God means to adore 
him and to sbow 1t by the posture of 
the body; worship as used here means 
about the same. When ODe bows the 
head at the mention of a certain being, 
be is saId to worship blm. That is the 
sense tn which the people worshiped 
the Lord and the king. 

Verse 21. These sacrifices were vol· 
untary offerings, prompted by the 
gratitude of the people fOT the favor· 
able state of affairs, and the prospect 
of good things to come. A drink offering 
was an otrering of wine, so called be
cause it was the giving up of some· 
thing that could have been used tor 
a drInk. 

Verse 22. Eat and. drink before the 
Lord signifies that It was one of the 
reUglous feasts that the Jews were 
permitted to have. (Deut. 12: 21; 1 
Sam. 9: 12.) Made David king the 
second time. They had a second public 
formality or recognition of him as 
king. The principle tnvolved would 
apply tn general tor persons of author· 
tty. The popular song "Coronation" has 
been criticized by &orne because it 
speaks of crowning Christ as king, 
whereas he has been already crowned. 
The objection ignores the figurative 
use of the term. ActuaJIy and ltterally, 
a man is made king but once, but 
every time a subject acknowledges the 
king, he may be said to have crowned 
him. That is the sense in which the 
people made DavId king in this In· 
stance. 

Verses 23-25. We must remember 
that the books of Chronicles are brief 
and do not claim to give all the de
taUs. Because of the character of said 
documents we will Dot find them al· 
ways chronological. This paragraph Is 
out of Une a8 to date, for David was 
yet king. It is in Une as to the 
thought. One of the outstanding items 

of David's prayer and request WAS that 
the people would respect bie BOn who 
was to reign after him. (Ch. 28: 1·8.) 
The inspired writer goes Into the fu· 
ture tar enough to tell us of the an· 
swer to the prayer for Solomon, then 
drops back to the proper date to finish 
the account of David. The direct hi&
tory ot Solomon wlll come In next 
book. 

Verses 26, 27. This Is a summing 
tip ot the reIgn of David. All I,rael 
Is said with reference to the partial 
reign ascribed to him at first. Judah 
was the only tribe that accepted him 
for 7 years, then finally all the tribes. 
(2 Sam. 2: 8·11; 6: 1-3.) 

Verse 28. This Is anotber general 
statement. Good ola age does not refer 
to the actual length ot his life, for 
many men ltved longer than be. But 
he was not cut off by any mIsfortune 
ot violence or disease; be died of 
natural causes. 

Verses 29, .30. Samu.el, Nathan and 
Gad were national prophets. They not 
only spoke the Word ot God when oc· 
caslon called for it, but each at them 
put many things into writing. Book 
Is defined as "history," and the de
taUs of the happenings of their days 
were put Into their histories, tor the 
tuller Information of the people then 
Hvlng. For the purposes of future 
generations the Lord had certain por· 
tions of their works put into the book 
that was to become a part of our Bible. 
See also my comments on the word 
"Chronicles" at 1 KI. 14: 19. 

2 CHRONICLES I 
Verse 1. This and several verses 

following corresponds with 1 Ki. 3: 
l·Ui. Wa, ,trengthened. denotes that 
Solomon was established on hiB 
throne. It sometimes happens that a 
man may take his place on the throne, 
but be In an uncertain condition be
cause of some distUrbance in the na· 
tion. It was not so with Solomon for 
all elements of the nation were favor· 
able to him. 

Verse 2. Solomon. spake. The second 
word is one with several meanings. 
It Is rendered in the A. V. the most 
frequently by "speak" and "answer." 
In a tew instances It Is translated 
"command." The present verse merely 
says that Solomon spake to the people. 
We must conclude, therefore, that 
what he said included what was neces· 
sary to inform the people of the 
king's desire of them. 
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Verse 3. See my comments at 1 Ki. 
3: 2 on "high placea." The temple had 
not yet been bunt. 80 It was necessary 
to go to the tabernacle that was at 
Glbeon. 

Verse 4. The ark bad been separated 
from the tabernacle at the battle with 
the Philistines. (1 Sam. 4.) It never 
was in its origInal I1late again, but 
was taken from place to place; first 
among the Philistines, then with the 
Israelites. It was at Klrjath-jearim 
for at least 20 years. (1 Sam. 7: 2.) 
David finally moved it to Jerusalem 
and put it in a tent that he had pitched 
for it in the district of the city called 
Mount Zion or City of David. (2 
Sam. 6.) 

Verse 5. The brazen altar was origi
nally located before the tabernacle. 
just as it 18 described here. The state· 
ment indicates that a general dis
turbance had been made of the taber
nacle and its furniture. This was 
caused by the Pb1lietlnes, but we have 
no specific information ot when It 
wa.e done. 

Verse 6. The altar represented the 
major part of the congregational wor· 
ship of the Jews. Solomon respected 
it by going to Gibeau to offer 8Q.crifices 
upon It. His reign was just beginning 
and he was In the etate of sincere de
votion to God that led him for several 
years. It was fl.ttlng that he begin the 
great career with a season of public 
devotions. hence the statement in V. 3 
that aU the congregation. went up. 

Verse 7. God did not tell Solomon 
he might have anything he wished 
as Is 80 commonly taugbt; he merely 
asked him what he wished. Had Solo
mon asked for something that was dis
pleasing to the Lord we have no indi
catton that It would bave been granted. 

Verses 8, 9. The gratitude of Solo
mon "first fixed hie attention on the 
favor tbat God bad shown David his 
father. Hie prayer accordingly was 
connected with the promise contained 
In that favor, and be wished the king· 
dam to be con1lrmed on him. 

Verse 10. Solomon realized that the 
favor shown to hiS father would avaH 
him very little if he must depend 
solely on his own strength. He asked 
for wisdom and knowledge. The first 
has special reference to the natural 
skillfulness of the mind, the second to 
the information that might be acquired 
by such a mind. Go ou.t ana come in 
refers to his dealings with the people. 
To jl£flge the people meaps to 8'lllde 

them in the vast numbers of interests 
that would come up. 

Verses 11. 12. God never gives to 
man that whIch ""ould be wrong tor 
bim to have. Solomon was promised 
a number at things he did not ask tor. 
The prinCiple underlying the whole 
situation pertains to the chief motive 
that was controlUng Solomon. Riches 
and the other things named were not 
wrong in themselves. else God would 
not have given them. But it would 
have been wrong tor them to be the 
chief motive of Solomon's reign. As 
an tllustration of the thought, Chris· 
tians may flnd much pleasure in the 
association with acquaintances In the 
general assembly. but it would be 
wrong were that the pr imary motive 
that brought them together. 

Verse 13. See my comments a t 1 Kt. 
3: 2 on high place8, ODe of which Is 
mentioned in connection with Solomon 
at Glbean. The capital of his kingdom 
was Jerusalem, hence he had to leave 
the tabernacle to be In the proper city. 

Verse U. Smith's Bible DlctIonary 
saya a charlot was fOa vehicle used 
eJther tor warlike or peaceful pur
poses." Solomon did not have any 
wars, therefore be used the chariots 
for peaceful purposes. He wished to 
have some at them at band and these 
he kept in Jerusalem. Others were kept 
in ciUes set apart for the purpose. 

Verse 15. These statements are for 
comparison to indicate the wealth of 
Solomon. The sycamore was a species 
of fig tree and abounded in that coun
try. The cedar was a valuable and 
highly prized tree. but Solomon was 
able to have them In as great number 
as the common sycamore tree. 

Verse 16. Bringing these horses out 
of Egypt was contrary to Deut. 17 : 16, 
but the Lord was very lenient and 
tolerated It for the present. The linen 
yarn was obtained at a price. One 
word used to translate the last one is 
Uworth: ' The thought bere Is that the 
linen was paid for at its tull value. 
Smith's Bible Dictionary say. this: 
"Egyptian byseus, a ftax that grew on 
the banks ot the Nile, was exceedingly 
soft and dazzling in whiteness. This 
linen has been sold for twice its weight 
In gold!' 

Verse 17. Paying such a price tor a 
charlot and a horse indicates the 
wealth of Solomon. In paying such a 
price for these things, the standard of 
value was set, and the kings at Syria 
and \he 9ther torelp nations hay t9 
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pay the same if they wished to pur
chase them. 

2 CHRONICLES 2 
Verse 1. The house was the temple, 

and the house lOT his kingdom was 
the palace. 

Verse 2. To 01Jer8ee them means that 
the laborers worked under other men. 
All rules may be abused, but It is true 
that a man needs a "boss" over Mm 
to direct his acUvities as a laborer. 

Verse 3. OUTam Is another spelling 
tOr "Hiram." The Mosaic system of 
government was secular or civil as 
well as religiouB. As king of a secular 
nauon, therefore, it was proper for 
Solomon to have friendly dealings 
with Huram, another secular king. He 
did not forget that a friendship had 
existed between his father and the 
king of Tyre. and reterred to It In his 
address to bim. 

Verse 4. All of the purposes for the 
proposed house mentioned In this verse 
were ordained by the law ot Moses. 
The king of Tyre was given assurance, 
therefore, that Solomon was not plan· 
ning on starting some new practice 
that might jeopardize the peace. 

Verse 5. The house that Solomon 
proposed to make was to be great. But 
there should be a Just can tor such a 
structure, else the other naUons might 
wonder about the intentions ot the 
neighbor. Solomon seta that matter 
tn Its true light by the statement lar 
great is our God, abo1>e all gods. 

Verse 6. While the God whom Solo· 
mon served is great, he does not want 
to Imply that he, an unworthy man, 
could construct a house worthy of 
Him. So he justifies his intentions by 
the explanation that the house Is to 
be used in which to burn .sacrIfices. 
In other words, if man Is going to 
prepare a building that could be avail· 
able for service to God. nothing would 
be too good tor him. 

Verse 7. David had engaged skilled 
workmen in Judah to be ready for the 
service under Solomon. Solomon now 
wants to supplement these by sktlled 
men from Huram's country. The metals 
named were for the plating of the 
framework of the buUdlngs. The purple 
and other colors named reCerred to 
fabrIcs of linen, to be uBed for the vails. 

Verse 8. The trees were for the Inner 
part of the framework, and the metals 
were to be used in overlaying it. The 
cedar and fir were species at evergreen 
trees, and were produced in the terri. 

tory ot Huram. The algunu were im· 
ported from outside. Smith's Bible 
Dicttonary says: "The almug (algum) 
was brought in great plenty from 
Ophir for Solomon's temple and house, 
and for the construction ot musical 
instruments . . . The wood 18 very 
heavy, and of a beautiful garnet color." 

Verses 9, 10. Beatem. wheat means 
thresbed wheat. The weights and 
measures of Biblical times present 80 
much varlaUon as to their value that 
It Is often dlftlcutt to discover just 
what the amount is. I caD do no better 
In this instance than quote the trans
laUon of Moffatt. "200,000 busbels of 
gratn for food, 200,000 bushels of bar
ley, 180,000 gallons of wine, and 180,000 
gallons of 011." 

Verses 11, 12. Tyre was a leading 
city of Phoenicia, a country lying be
tween Palestine and the Mediterranean 
Sea. Being so near the country of the 
Israelites, its people had many oppor
tunities of learning something ot the 
God of Israel. The frequent demon
strations of divine power made them 
somewhat tamiliar with tbe Lord, 
hence this king speaks of him in much 
the same language as was used by the 
Jews. The conclusion that Huram 
formed was that love tor his people 
would be the reason for placing over 
them such an unusual king as the son 
ot DaVid. This message ot congratu· 
latiODs was put into writing and sent 
to Solomon. 

Verse 13. In response to Solomon's 
reque8t (V. 7) for a sktlled workman, 
Huram sent a man who had been in 
the employ of his father, whose name 
also was Huram, and he was to super· 
vise the mechanical work of the temple 
and Its furniture. 

Verse 14. This verse says the mother 
or Huram was ot the tribe of Dan, but 
1 Kt. 7: 14 says she was of the tribe 
of Naphtali. The explanation 18 that 
she was by blood of the tribe of Dan 
but lived In the territory of NaphtaU. 
This man was to cooperate with the 
skilled workmen ot Solomon's country. 

Verse 15. Solomon had promised 
(V. 10) to furnish these provisions for 
Huram's workmen, of which he Is here 
reminded. His servant, means the 
workmen of the counlry of Tyre who 
were to labor In a service to Solomon. 

Verse 16. Lebanon was a district of 
PhoeniCia containing the famous trees 
of that name. The timber was to be 
put tnto the water and formed into 
rafts or floats. It could then be moved 
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downward to Joppa which was a sea
port of Palestine. From there it would 
be transported by vehieles drawn by 
beasts of burden to Jerusalem, tor use 
In bulldlng the temple. 

Verses 17. 18. The ttrangers were 
the foreigners who were scattered 
throughout the country of ;Israel. They 
had been enjoying the protection and 
other benefits or the country. now 
Solomon bad them registered for ser
vice In his building project. He di
vided them tnto prOper distribution 
for hts service. There were three 
groups, those who worked the ma
terial. those who moved it, and those 
who supervised the work. 

2 CHRONICLES 3 
Verses I, 2. Mount Moriah. was a 

Sl)Ot within the boundaries ot Jeru
salem, and Orst made famous by the 
offerfng of Isaac by Abraham. On a 
geographical and historical subject, 
the scholarship at the world should be 
the basis for our conclusions. I shall 
therefore make a few quotations as to 
the location and identity ot this spot. 
"The Offering of Isaac. (Gen. 22. ) 
From Beer~sheba Abraham took his 
son Isaac, at God's command, to offer 
him as a. burnt ottering in 'the land 
of Moriah: Some authorities accept 
the SamarItan tradition, that this 
place was Mount Gerizim; but we see 
no su1llcient reason to dissent from 
the general view, that it was Mount 
Moriah, at Jerusalem, ten centuries 
atterward the site of the Temple."
Rand·McNally Bible Atlas. The next 
is from Smith's Bible Dictionary. 
"Mount Moriah. - The elevation on 
which Solomon bunt the temple, where 
God aDpe.ared to DavId 'in the thresh· 
ing1ioor of Abraham the Jebustte.' It is 
the eastern eminence of Jerusalem, 
separated from Mount Zion by the 
Tyropoeon valley. The top was leveled 
by Solomon, and immense walls were 
built round it tram the base to enlarge 
the level surface for the temDle area.. 
Tradition which first appears in a· 
detinite shape in Josephus, and is now 
almost universally accepted, asserts 
that the 'Mount Moriah' of Chronicles 
Is identical with the 'mountain' in 'the 
land of Moriah' of Genesis, and that 
the spot on which Jehovah appeared 
to DavId, and on which the temple was 
buUt, was the very spot of tho sacrifice 
of Isaac."' 

Vene 3. was instructed means that 
Solomon gave instructions to his work· 
men to guide them In their laying tbe 

ground plan lor the buUding. The 20 x 
60 cubits applies to the main part of 
the temple not counting the many ad· 
joining parts. 

Verses 4·8. For information regard· 
Ing this paragraph, the reader Is reo 
quested to see my comments on 1 Kf. 
6th chapter. 

Verse 9. In using nalls in the con· 
structlon ot a. buUdIng, it would be 
necessary to use a hammer. and we 
know there would be some sound. This 
should be considered when comment· 
ing on 1 K1. 6: 7, a passage often 
misunderstood. 

Verses 1~13. This most holy h&use 
cOM'esponds to the second room In the 
tabernacle, called the "most holy" 
place. The two cheruhims also carre· 
sponds to the two in the tabernacle. 
but they were larger. They were made 
large enough to take up the entire 
space of 20 cubits that was the size ot 
the room. They stood on their feet 
may seem to be an Insignificant ex· 
pression. It is a contrast with the 
posture of the cherubims that were in 
the tabernacle. Those creatures were 
on the mercy seat. and the position of 
their feet Is not stated. The ones in 
the temple were not on any piece of 
furniture ; that would mean they had 
to "stand on their own." Also, Instead 
of facing each other as did the ones 
in the tabernacle, these both had their 
attention focussed on the building. 

Verse 14. The vail constituted the 
partition between the holy and most 
holy rooms in the building. It served 
the same purpose as the vaU In the 
tabernacle descrIbed in Ex. 26: 31-33. 

Verse 15. These pillars were over 
60 feet hIgh. The chapiter was an 
ornamental cap or head. and it was 
seven and a half feet high. 

Verse 16. The chains were for hold· 
ing these ornamental pomegranates. 

Verse 17. Proper names usually eon
veyed some special meaning. Jachin 
Is defined in the margins of many 
Bibles as "establish," and the Jexicon 
agrees. Boaz is ot rather uncertain 
meaning, but the margin gives us 
"fleetness." The idea expressed by 
Solomon In these large pillars wi th 
such names, was an acknowledgement 
of the favor of God extended to him 
in his undertakings. 

2 CHRONICLES 4 
Verse 1. This altar of bran corre

sponds to tbe "brasen altar" or the 
tabernacle. We will not criticize the 
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enlarged size at thIs one over the old. 
We have already learned that Solomon 
received dIv.ine instructions on the 
building or this house, therefore the 
work was right in the· sight ot God. 
We should keep In mind the fact that 
the nation was growing all the time, 
and the needs for service would grow 
with It. 

Verse 2. In the place of the laver 
which Moses made, Solomon made a 
veMel that was so large that it was 
caned a sea. It was 16 feet across and 
seven and a half high. 

Verse 3. Under it, that is, under the 
brim of the sea, were two rows of 
work in the form of oxen. They were 
lIJDlall for there were ten to every cubit. 
C(l$t, w1l.en it was ccut, means the 
mould was formed with these orna
mental oxen 80 that they were aU cast 
together at the same time the sea 
was casl 

Verse f. According to 1 KI. 7: 45 
these oxen were made of brass. They 
were large enough to BerVe as a base 
for the large sea or tank, and were 
arranged so that the faces of three of 
them could be seen from each of the 
four sides. 

Verse 6. The walls of the sea were 
about three inches thick and the brim 
was ornamented with formations like 
lUtes. All of this was cast with the 
sea tn the same operation. H ela 3,000 
bath..r means its capaeity was that-it 
could hold that much, but it did not 
need to be filled to capacity. It usually 
had In It only 2,000 bath.. (1 KI. 7: 
26.) According to Moffatt the capacity 
of this tank was 24,000 gallons. 

Verse 6. The law of Moses required 
that the beasts to be offered on the 
altar be wasbed. These ten lavers were 
for that use, leaving the sea or large 
ta.nk tor the use of the priests. They 
were required to wash their bands and 
feet every time they went into the 
hou.e of the Lord. (Ex. 30: 19·21.) 

Verses 7, 8. The only thing needful 
to mention about these Is the fact that 
Solomon increased the number of the 
articles over what was in the taber
nacle. It W&8 all satisfactory to the 
Lord. tor be blessed the whole Insti
tution when It was completed. The 
nation was growing in numbers and 
becoming more important in the eyes 
of the nation, and It was fitting that 
the Institutions of Its public service 
be enlarged. 

Verse 9. A special court was made 
for the prlesIB, and the greal court 

was for the people In general, heDce 
ita increued size. 

Verse 10. The Bea or large tank was 
placed before the east end of the build
ing. It was Bet over at the right-hand 
side of the space and faeing Bouth
ward. 

Venes 11-16. This paragraph is a 
Bumming up of the !oundry work that 
HUram did for Solomon. There Is no 
Information other than has been al
ready given and considered. 

Verse 17. The size and number of 
castings that Solomon bad made pro
hibited their being done In an estab~ 
lished foundry. Strong describes this 
clay 8S thick loam. That would ex· 
platn its usefulness in forming moulds 
for the casting of the brass. 

Verse 18. Could. not . be found, out 
does not mean it was phySically im~ 
P088ibte to weigh the material . but it 
was 80 great that no attempt was 
made to do so. 1 Kl. 7: 47 expresses 
the thought very well. 

Verses 19-22. This is another sum
ming up of some of the work ot Solo
mon. He reproduced or dupUcated all 
of the vessels that had been In the 
tabernacle except the ark of the 
covenant. 

Z CHRONICLES 5 
Verse 1. Solomon respected his 

tather's Interest 1n the work of the 
Lord. 1 Ki. 29 gives an account of the 
things David had prepared and dedi· 
cated tor the work. 

Verse 2. The transter of the ark was 
to be an event of much importance. 
The Bacred vessel had been separated 
from its proper place sinee the early 
days ot Saul. (1 Bam. (). David had 
secured royal possession of It and 
housed It 10. a tent devoted to its ex
clusive UBe, located In Mount Zion in 
Jerusalem. Solomon called for this 
representative gathering at great men 
to witness the event. 

Verse 3. Feast ... seventh month. 
This was the feast of atonement. (Lev. 
16: 29, 30.) It was the time when the 
high priest went into the Most Holy 
plaee In the tabernacle, where the ark 
had formerly been kept. 

Verses 4. 6. An the elders of Israel, 
meaning the more experienced and in
fiuentlal men had a part in this great 
movement. There were some things, 
however, that non-e but Levites were 
allowed to do. hence they are men
tioned in connection with the elders. 
I1rougltt up the ark antt the tabernacle. 
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This BOunda as It the transaction was 
one and the same as to location. Such 
was not the case, though, for the ark 
was right there in Jerusalem, while 
the tabernacle and the other articles 
of service were at Glbeon. It was not 
destined ever to be used agatn in the 
service. but was brought to the capital 
city and stored out ot due respect. 

Verae 6. This great sacrifice was a 
sort of celebration or rededication of 
the ark. which was the most exclusive 
piece ot furniture in the tabernacle or 
temple. 

Veraes 7, 8. The priest. weTe the 
proper ones to have charge of the ark. 
oracle and most holy place were names 
tor corresponding rooms. The latter 
was what it was called In the taber· 
naele, and the other in the temple. 
They were alike tn that no ODe but a 
priest bad any right to go tnto them 
while they were tn 8ervlce. (Heb. 9: 7.) 

Verse 9. This strange verse is ex
plained In my comments on 1 Kings 
8: 8. 

Vorse 10. Noth-ing ion the ark save, 
etc. Heb. 9: 4 names the three things 
that had been put into the ark, and 
Ex. 16: 33, 34; Num. 17: 10. and Ex. 
25: 16 gives the account of their belog 
put there. I can find no InlormaUon 
as to how or when two of them came 
to be ml881ng when Solomon moved 
the ark Into the temple. 

Verse 11. In 1 Chr. 24 Is an ac
count of the arrangement for the 
priests to serve In their turn. on this 
special occasion the rule was sus
pended, and all of the men eJtgible for 
the office participated. Let us note, 
however, that betore they did 80 they 
were sanctified for the occasIon. 

Verse 12. This verse refers to the 
choir that had been collected by David. 
and consecrated to sing and play on 
the musical instruments. 

Verses 13, U. Some ettort has been 
made to draw a distinction between 
the place where these instruments 
were used, and that part of the buUd
ing that was considered holy. The 
point attempted is to show that God 
did not favor instrumental music even 
In Old Testament Urnes. and neither 
does he now. The point Is erroneous 
and unnecessary; God favored many 
things then that he does not now. But 
a cl08e study of this passage wUl show 
us these facts: God endorsed this In
strumental music by shedding his glory 
on the service. Furthermore. the spot 
where It took place and that wa. filled 

with the glory of the Lord i. caned 
the hou8e 01 Gott. This glory was so 
great that It was too much tor the 
physical endUrance of the priests. 

2 CHRONICLES 6 
Verse 1. Then 8<l4d Solomon, etc. I 

have commented in much detail on this 
speech and prayer of Solomon in 1 
Kings 8. The reader is requested to 
consult that comment to save space 
here. However, I shall group several 
verses and call attention to a few 
special expressions of interest. 

Verses 2·10. Loins is from CHALAT8 
and refers to the thick part of the 
body. The ancients believed that the 
reproductive germ of a man came from 
that part of his body. That Is why we 
have so frequent a reference to a man's 
"loins" when speakIng of his offspring. 
Gen. 35: 11 had predicted something 
along thi8 line, and Solomon acknowl· 
edges the fulfillment. 

Verse 11. Of the three things that 
were once in the ark. the moat im· 
portant wa8 the tables of the covenant. 
They were still therein and Solomon 
mentions the subject in direct can· 
nedion with the placing of the ark 
In the house of the Lord. 

Verses 12-23. There are two expres
SiODS in tbls paragraph on which I 
will ofter comments. In V. 14 the 
mercy of the Lord Is promised to those 
"that walk before thee with aU their 
hearts." The blessings of God have 
always been made conditional on the 
obedience of man. The otber Is in 
V. 21 concerning the prayer of Solomon 
for the sake of the people. He asks 
the Lord to forgive the sins of the 
people when thou hearest. The prayer 
of Solomon was accepted. which means 
that sins were actually forgiven in 
those times, not just "rolled forward." 

Verses 24, 25. The same idea about 
forgivene8s at the time of prayer Is 
expressed In this paragraph. The spe· 
c1flc condition on which the favor Is 
to be granted Is that the people return 
and conlesl. 

Verses 26, 27. In the days of special 
provIdence. God occasionally punished 
his people by withholding rain; there 
Is an account of it in 1 KI. 17. The 
scourge was to be removed upon the 
penitence at the people. They were to 
expreS8 that penitence by praying 
towar(l. this place, which means the 
temple. Taught them the good way 
reters to the teaching they received 
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the "hard way," which means in the 
school of experience. 

Verses 28-31. Nothing much that Is 
new is otrered in this paragraph. It 
is interesting, however, to note the 
numerous misfortunes that are enum· 
erated in one verse. We should be 
impressed with the vast resources of 
the Lord for carrying out his will. 

Verses 32, 33. We generally think of 
people on the "outside" as not having 
any right to the institution of the 
Lord. But we again must remember 
that the Mosaic system was a combina
tion of religion and civil goxernment. 
It is always in order for aliens to par
ticipate in the benefits of our country. 
On that basis it was proper for the 
strangers (aliens) to participate in 
the privileges of the Israelite country. 

Verses 34, 35. By the way that thOu. 
shalt send them. This is said on the 
subject of war. It shows that God had 
something to do in the action of war
fare at that time. If war Is wrong 
morally then it always was wrong. 
That would mean that God sent people 
out on a mission that was wrong, for 
even the most ardent pacifists will 
admit that God endorsed war in the 
old times. 

Verse 36. No man wh.ich sinneth not. 
This declaration is in agreement with 
the teaching of 1 John 1: 8, 10. There 
is no pleasure in the thought that all 
men sin, but there is much encourage
ment in the thought that God under
stands, and has made provisions of 
mercy for all who will become penitent 
for their sins. 

Verses 37-39. Solomon made a con
ditional prediction that actually came 
to pass. The same prediction is made, 
in more specific and pathetic terms, in 
Psalms 137. Then we may see the ful
fillment of this woeful state of mind 
in Ezk. 37: 11. It should be noted that 
Israel was in Babylonian captivity at 
the time the last passage was written, 
and that would make it actual history. 
The history of an event that had been 
predicted is what proves its fulfillment, 
so we have a noted instance before us 
of a conditional prophecy that became 
a fulfilled fact. The history of Israel 
shows that God heard the groaning of 
his people in Babylon, and brought 
them out after all the purposes of that 
punishment had been accomplished. 

Verses 40-42. It is refreshing to ob
serve the devotion of Solomon as it is 
connected with the temple. Only when 
the prayers of the people shall have 

been directed toward that holy insti
tution did he expect God to hear them. 
That principle holds good today under 
the New Testament teaching. Only 
when our religious activities are of
fered through the spiritual temple. the 
church, will God accept them. (Eph. 
3: 21.) 

2 CHRONICLES 7 
Verse 1. When the brazen altar of 

the tabernacle was first put into ser
vice, God started the fire on it miracu
lously. (Lev. 9: 24.) Now when the 
new service is otrered to God, it is fit
ting that he indicate his acceptance 
of it by this demonstration. 

Verse 2. The condition was the same 
as in Ch. 5: 14. The splendor of the 
Lord's glory was too much for the 
physical endurance of the priests. 

Verse 3. The presence of God's glory 
was so bright that atl the people saw 
it. The effect upon them was profound. 
and they performed the custom of the 
times under conditions of extreme re
spect. They became prostrate in the 
posture of their bodies, and thus wor
shiped the Lord. But it was not the 
actions of fanatics under excitement, 
for they gave a clear and highly appro
priate reason for their conduct by say
ing, "The Lord, his mercy endureth 
for ever." 

Verses 4, 5. This account is given 
also in 1 Ki. 8: 62-66. The gratitude 
felt for the goodness of God prompted 
the king and the people to make this 
vast otrering. 

Verse 6. The priests did the part 
exclusively belonging to them, and the 
other Levites used the instruments of 
music of the Lora. This is an inspired 
statement, so we must know that after 
David had made the musical instru
ments for religious service, the Lord 
accepted and blessed them. 

Verse 7. The altar of bUrnt sacri
fices originally would take care of all 
the animals required in the regular or 
set feasts; also for the occasions of 
otrerings for sins of individuals. But 
the occasion of this dedication was 
very special, and an emergency was 
created. In view of that, Solomon 
was authorized to use the extra space 
of the court as a place for the great 
number of sacrifices. 

Verse 8. Hamath and the river of 
Egypt were two opposite points on the 
boundaries of Palestine. This feast had 
to be celebrated in Jerusalem, but the 
verse means there were Israelites from 
atl that territory present at the feast. 
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Verse 9. These activities were special 
and bad some items not provided In 
the law of Moses. But again we will 
not torget that a new epoch in the 
history ot the nation Is starting, and 
many things are being dono that will 
not be repeated after the regular es
tablishments of the law are resumed. 
So in the present verse Is seen the 
duplication ot the seven-day pertod; 
one tor the altar and the otber the 
regular period tor the feast that came 
yearly. 

Verse 10. The day ot atonement 
came on the 10th of the month. Add 
two periods of 7 days each and we 
have the 24th day of the month. But 
many of the people bad come from a 
distance (V. 8) and Solomon released 
them the day before the expiration of 
the time so they could go to their 
homes. 

Verse 11. House 01 the Lord means 
the temple, and the kinO'S house means 
the palace. Prosperously et1ected- means 
he succeeded in accomplishIng his 
plans. 

Verse 12. This verse is very fnfor
maUve. When God says he has heard 
a prayer, he means he has granted it. 
Thia idea has been mentioned several 
times when speaking of the forgiveness 
ot sins in that day. It Is Important 
also that God accepted the temple 8S 
the place tor sacrifice. 

Verses 13-16. In this paragraph the 
Lord repeats some of the things for 
whieh Solomon bad prayed and prom
ises to grant them. 

Vera •• 17. 18. God did not forget 
his promise to David, that he should 
have a son to sit on his throne. Neither 
did he forget the condition on which 
the promise was made, that the son 
was to keep the ,tatutes and Judgm.ents 
or the Lord. The dIfference between 
the two words is rather technical. The 
first refers to the formal enactments 
or the Lord as set ordinances. The 
second has special reference to the 
declsioDs which God makes BS occa
Sions require. However, the disUnc
tion Is so sl1ght that for all practical 
purposes, whether caUed by statutes, or
dinances, commandments, ordinances, 
law, or any other equivalent terms, 
the Importance Is the same. More than 
one Is sometimes used In one sentence 
for the purposes of emphasis. 

Verse 19. Serve and worBhip are 
two more words that are generally 
used interchangeably, yet have a sUght 
distinction In meaning. The first de-

notes that the person performs obllga
tiona imposed by the gods, and the 
second rerers primarily to the attitude 
at mind toward them. 

Verses 20, 21. The things threatened 
here came to pass, and it Is recorded 
in 2 K1. 26: 9. The house was destroyed 
by the Babylonians and never rebuilt 
until about 75 years later, which was 
after the tall of Babylon. 

Verse 22. The warnIngs given out 
to the people of Israel were so well 
known that when the calamity came 
the public understood. why it was. 

2 CHRONICLES 8 
Verse 1. Solomon was 20 years bund

ing the two houses. House 01 the Lurd 
means the temple, and hi, own Muse 
WB.8 the palace for the king. 

Verse 2. Solomon offered some ciUes 
to HUI'8.m (Hiram) king ot Tyre. They 
did not please him, and although he 
seemed to accept them at tlrst, he 
would not keep them, so he returned 
them to Solomon. That is the meaning 
of restored, to Solomon in thts verse. 
These cities evidently were Dot very 
desirable. and that is the reason the 
king of Tyre objected to them. Solo
mon then Improved them for occu. 
pancy by IsraeUtes. 

Verse 3. Solomon never engaged in 
warfare. yet this verse says he pre
vailect against the city of Hamath
zobah. That means his authority was 
such that he overcame all OPposition 
and took possession. 

Verses •• 6. When cities already in 
existence are said to be built, it means 
they are impfoved and forUfted. 

Verse 6. Btore cities were those In 
which he kept his chariots and horses, 
and other valuable products that were 
brought In from Egypt and OphIr. Tbey 
were kept in these cities that were 
rendered suitable for satety, and con
venient for use when desired. 

Vefses 7, 8. Pay tribu.te means they 
were compelled to pay taxes tn the 
sense or tarur, fOf the support of the 
government whose protection they were 
enjoyIng. They were compelled also to 
do bodily service tor Solomon's king
dom. 

Verses 9, 10. Solomon never made 
war against any nation. There afe 
needs, however, other than mUJ tary, 
for soldiers' services. One thIng, "to 
be prepared" Is one way at avoiding 
actual mU1tary actions, and doubtless 
the keeping or this "standing army" of 
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260 chief men with the gnat numbers 
under their command, was one of God's 
means of etrecUng the reign of peace 
predieted for Solomon. 

Verse 11. Solomon had 700 wives 
and 300 concubln ... (1 KI. 11: 3.) But 
a man will normally love only one 
woman in the way a husband should 
love his wire. The one whom Solomon 
thus loved was the daughter ot Phar
aoh. She is the heroine of the Song of 
Solomon. WhHe he was engaged in the 
work of the two great buUdlngs, be 
bept bis beloved wife in Mount Zion. 
the most highly esteemed spot In Jeru
salem. This was to be temporary. how
ever, unt11 be bad the place prepared 
where she was to have her permanent 
residence. (1 Kl. 3: Ij 7: 8.) That 
was In connection with one of the 
buUdings that were buUt in the vi
cinity of Mount Moriah, in the eastern 
part of Jerusalem and thUB different 
from Mount Zion whIch Wa.& In the 
80uth part of the city. On this 8ubject 
see my comments on Ch. 3: 1, 2. Since 
Pharaoh's daughter was an aUen, Sol~ 
man did not consider it proper for ·her 
to reside in the most sacred spot in 
the city, the spot that was connected 
80 a1fectlonately with the memory of 
btl father. and also the special regard 
for the Lord. It is strange that he 
would be 80 concerned. tor the dignity 
of God's institutions when the resi· 
dence or his wIfe was under considera· 
tion, and yet was led to accept ber as 
his wlte, contrary to the wlll or God. 
It Is another instance that shows the 
predominance of the flesh over the 
spirIt. 

Verses 12, 13. After 0 certain rate 
every day has reference to the estab
Usbed requirements of the law. Solo
mon was attentive to observe the spe
cIfic demands laid down by Moses, as 
well as the extra sacrUlces he otrered 
on special occasions. His example 
teaches us that a person cannot sub
stitute his own voluntary services tor 
tbe specific requirements of Gad. Tn.ree 
time, in the year referred to the three 
yearly teasts when all males at the 
IBraelltes were required to go to Jeru
salem. Those occasions a.re not always 
IdenUfled by the same names, due to 
the various activities connected with 
them. For clari.tlcaUon of the 8ubject 
I shall rollow each expression In I tallcs 
with corresponding ooes for the same 
periods. Unleavened- bread; the pass· 
over. Feast of weeks; pentecost. Feast 
01 tallernaoles~' the day ot atonement. 

Verse 14. After the various activi· 

ties connected with the dedication had 
beeo ended, Solomon put the regular 
services in their proper order again. 
The Courses or turns ot the prIests 
had been arranged by David (1 Chr. 
24: 1·19), and Solomon observed the 
arrangement respectfully. The porters 
were janitors or gatekeepers, and they 
also served by cou.rses or turns. 

Verse 16. Priests and Levites are 
mentioned 88 separate groups. That Js 
because all priests were of tbe tribe of 
LeVi, whUe not all LevUes could be 
priests; only the family of Aaron had 
that rIght. 

Verse 16. Was prepared meaDS the 
work was completed. The Verse Is a 
Bumming up of the work at Solomon, 
telUng us that his great task was 
brought to completion. 

Verses 17, 18. Solomon wished to 
import this gold from Ophir because 
It was reputed to be ot unusual fin~ 
ness. A8 the sea travel In those waters 
was somewhat uncertain, Huram (Hi
ram) sent some ot his men to serve 
88 guides in the adventure. 

2 CHRONICLES 9 
Verse 1. See my comments on 1 Ki. 

10: 1 for this place. 
Verse 2. Told ·her an her qUeltiOnB 

iB a way or saying be gave her the 
answers to all her questions-

Verse 3. Been the wisdom.. signifies 
that she had seen his wisdom proved. 

Verse 4. Bitting 01 his servants reo 
fers to the orderly manner in which 
the servants of Solomon attended the 
meals. That systematic routine ap· 
pUed also to the services the various 
persons rendered to their master. The 
Queen of Sbeba observed also the 
grandeur of the whole array or archi
tecture connected with the temple. No 
more .!pint in her is figurative, mean
ing she was overcome with astonish· 
ment. 

Verses 5, 6. The report at Solomon's 
splendor was great enougb to bring 
this Queen from a far country to see 
him. NotWithstanding it was that 
great, tbe report was not halt as great 
as the facts would ba.ve justified. That 
Is remarkable, tor the common thing 
is tor such reports to be exaggerated. 
It Is a fine example at the faithfulness 
at God's promises. We may misunder· 
stand and incorrectly describe the 
good tbings to be recel ved from God, 
but it would be impossible to overdraw 
the degree at his favors; we could 
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not represent them in too high a 
quality. 

Verse 7. The Queen's statement, 
ascribIng happiness to the servants of 
Solomon, was based on the fact that 
they could hear the wisdom coming 
from him. What a wonderful concIu· 
sian it was she formed, placing wig.. 
dam above material advantages. 

Verse 8. True love Is often indIcated 
by the kind of favor it leads ODe to 
beatow on the ODe loved. The queen 
of Sheba connected God's love for 
lBrae! with his giving them this wise 
man tor a king, 

Verse 9. See my comments on Gen. 
32: 13 for the explanation of why the 
Queen made these gtrts to Solomon. 

Verse 10. See Cb. 8: 17, 18 concern· 
ing this gold. The comments on the 
follow.tng verse w1U explain the algum 
trees. 

Verse 11. The algum Is called. also 
the almug tree. According to Smith's 
Bible Dictionary, it was a wood with 
fine grain, and was of a beauUful 
garnet color. Terraces comes trom a 
word that means a statrcaee. The 
timber of the algum tree would be 
well adapted for that use. Being hard 
and fine grained, it would be suitable 
also for the making of the musical 
instruments. 

Verse 12. See the comments I have 
olfered at 1 Kl. 10: 13 and lChr. 29: 3 
tor explanation ot this misunderstood 
passage. 

Verses 13. 14. According to Mof
fatt's translation, the 666 talents of 
gold was nearly 29 tons. Chapmen 
were wandering or traveling trades
men, and they brought much gold to 
Solomon in the form of tariff. The 
merchants In general. also, paid tariff 
for the tratHc privileges. The gold and 
sUver that was turned over to Solomon 
from the kings and governors was in 
the form of tribute. This was exacted 
because Solomon "reigned over all 
kingdoms" in the territory named. 
(1 KI. 4: 21.) 

Verses 15, 16. These articles were 
made for ornamental purposes and 
placed in this house for exhibition. 
House of the lorl!lt 01 LebanQtl. re
ferred to the palace. This subject is 
explained. in detail at 1 K1. 7: 2. 

Verses 17-19. Ivory is a pretty sub· 
stance, yet it was covered and put out 
of sight with gold. another pretty rna· 
terial. But there was a physical reason 
for using ivory tor the body at the 

throne. Its texture was such that it 
would be tree from shrinkage, and it 
also would endure the test of bending 
by ita llexibJUty. For more comments 
regarding th .... 1I0ua see 1 KI. 7th 
chapter. 

Verse 20. SUver WB.8 not anything 
accounte4 which means it was not 
thought much of in those days. Solo
mon's glory (Matt. 6: 29) consisted 
not only in the costliness of his wear
ing apparel, but also in the show and 
beauty of his articles of service. 

Verse 21. According to Smith's Bible 
Dicttonary, this TaT8hi8h was a sea
port that could be reached through the 
Red Sea. The ships of the two kings. 
Solomon and HUram, united every 
three years In a trading voyage to thls 
city. They brought to the realm of 
Israel a Bupplyof useful materials such 
as named. The peacocks were used tor 
ornamental purposes only, not tor 
breeding, since the males only were 
brought. The apes were doubtless used 
merely for whimsical purposes. 

Verse 22. The reader Is given such 
declarations as this verse to Impress 
him with the fulftllment at God's 
promises. (1 KI. 3: 13.) 

VeI:se 23. The inspired writer is the 
one who says that God put the wisdom 
In the beart of Solomon. This should 
be considered by those who deny that 
Solomon was inspired. It is true that 
all good things come tram God, and 
the wisdom a man bas naturally could 
be said to have been put in his heart 
by the Lord. But Solomon already had 
that when God made the promise at 
1 K1. 3: 12, which shows that the wis
dom be bad was a direct gift from 
God, which is the aame as inspiration. 

Verse 24. These "presents" were at· 
llcJal tokens of recognition of and Bub· 
jection to Solomon, according to the 
practices of the times. See the com
ments at Gen. 32: 13. 

Verse 25. This account does Dot 
agree, in figures, with 1 Ki. 4: 26. I 
have gone into detaU at that place, and 
the reader is requested to consult it. 

Verac 26. The rtver refers to the 
Euphrates River. This is not learned 
tram the lexicon, because the original 
could mean any body of water that bad 
some prominence. But other passages 
that deal with the asrne ' subject name 
the river. (Gen. 16: 18; Deut. 11: 24.) 
Land of the Philistine, refers to the 
western boundary since that narrow 
tract lay &long the Mediterranean Sea. 
The boraer 0/ EII1/Pt haa the same 81g· 
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nUlcance as river of Ef/YPt which W88 
part of tho southern boundary of the 
promised land. This whole territory 
had been promised to Abraham and 
his seed. (Gen. 15: 18.) Solomon was 
the first maD tully to realize the en· 
joyment ot that much terrllory. due to 
the disobedience of the natloDalleaders. 

Verse 27. Stones and sycamore trees 
were very common. Solomon's resources 
were so great that gold was as pIeoU· 
tu} In Jerusalem as stODes had been. 
and the elegant cedars were 8S numer· 
OU8 in Jerusalem as the sycamore trees 
were In the lowlands. 

Verse 28. This was a violation of 
Dent. 17: 16, 17. God was lenient to
ward Solomon for the sake of David, 
and did not punish him directly for 
this error. 

Verse 29. There were many books 
written in the days of the kings that 
were never made a part of the Bible. 
But they were good histories, and were 
referred to very often tor the benefit 
of the readers who might wish more 
detailed informaUon. 

Verses 30, 31. All Israel could be 
understood as a contrast wIth the 
partial rule of David. He had the rule 
over ODe tr1be only for seven years, 
then received it over the whole nation. 
Slept with hi. fatherB. See 1 KI. 2: 10. 

Z CHRONICLES 10 
Verse 1. Chronicles dltters from the 

book of Kings tn that the major part 
of it is the history of the kingdom of 
Judah, or the two tribes. Incidental 
references w1Il be made to the ten 
tribes because of their connection with 
Judah, but the run of the history will 
concern Judah only. Jerusalem was 
the national capital, but the Inau~ra· 
tion ceremonies for Solomon's suc
cessor took place at Shechem. 

Verse 2. WhUe Solomon l1ved he 
heard of some actions of Jeroboam 
who aspIred to be kIng. AccordIngly 
be threatened him 80 that Jeroboam 
fled to Egypt. Hearing ot the death 
of Solomon, Jeroboam came out of his 
exile and back Into the land of Israel. 
He remembered the favorable predic
tions that had been made for him (1 
KI. 11: 31) and came home with that 
motive In mtnd. 

Verse 3. It would be expected that 
the people In general would learn 
about the prediction that had been 
made to Jeroboam. There had pre
viously been a division of sentiment 
In the congregation as Indicated by 

such expressions as Israel and Judaih. 
(l Sam. 11; 8; 2 Sam. 2: 10; 3: 10; 
12: 8; 19: 43.) The formal dIvIsIon of 
the nation, therefore, was about to 
come, and needed oply a spark to set 
ott the blasL Jeroboam was invited to 
attend the ceremonies at Shechem, 
where he acted a5 spokesman (or the 
dissatisfied elements among the can· 
gregation. 

Verses 4, 5. The statement the people 
made as to the service given to Solo
mon was true. The two great buUd
ings, the temple and the palace, re
Quired 20 years of time and many 
thousands of man hours of hard labor. 
All of that was necessary and DO criti
cism was made agatnst Solomon; it 
was mentioned only as a statement of 
fact. Now the work was done and 
there was no call tor such service to 
continue. We might think the people 
were sincere In their addre88 to Rebo
boam, for their statements were true. 
There was no indication, however, that 
the new king Intended to continue the 
rigorous services or his father. The 
whole situation shows the people were 
seeking a pretext for the break they 
had already determined upon, Reho· 
buam took the case "under advise
ment" for three days. 

Verses 6, 7. The corresponding pas
sage in 1 KI. 12: 7 suggested that 
Rehoboam "serve" the people. That 
did not mean tbat the king was to 
"dIvIde his authority" with the people, 
ae some persons often teach, but that 
he would serve the best interests at 
his people by rullng wisely. The same 
thought is e:r:vressed with different 
words In the present passage. Rebo
boam could have taken the advice of 
the older men without surrendering 
one mite of his rightful authority. 

Verses 8, 9. The Influence of aS80-
ciation Is indicated by the words that 
were brought up with him. Many 
times a boy's "pals" have more In
flUence over him than do older people, 
or even bis parents. How true afe the 
words of Paul in 1 Cor. 15: 33. 

Verses 10, 11. These young men had 
the erroneous Idea that threatened se
verity could take the place of wise 
directions In regulating a people. They 
failed to realize that one of the surest 
waY8 of acquiring obedience trom a 
subject Is to assure him that hts best 
interests will be considered tn all 
government over him. The severe ex
pressions suggested were flgurative, of 
COUrse, and used for comparilOD only. 
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Verll8812·U. Advice is from the same 
word as "counsel" in Psa. 1: 1, where 
It Is related to the ungodly. The na
ture of the counsel, however, would 
Dot necessarily prove that the ones 
giving it were ungodly persons. We 
should be Blow in forming that con· 
elusion In tbls case, tor the Lord had 
a hand in the affair 8S we shall see In 
the next verse. However. that would 
DOt juaUfy aDy unwise moUve of the 
acUng partie&. 

Verse 15. God always takes care of 
his predictions, and In 80 doing otten 
uaes human means in carrying them 
out. If, In fulfilling God's plans un
consciously. the agents do unwise 
things, they are not excusable just be
cause their deeds proved the predic
tions of God. The AssyriaDs were tul
fill1ng God's plans when they subdued 
the ten tribes. But they were can· 
demned because of their maUves in 
the deal. (188. 10: 7.) God haa pre
dicted this misfortune for Rehoboam 
of which we are now learning, bence 
his every action was to be according 
to the prediction. 

Verses 16, 17. AU Israel means the 
ten tribes. They revolted from the 
inauguration of Rehoboam and went 
to their homes, The rest of this day's 
events Is given in 1 Ki. 12, showing the 
forlDation ot the kingdom of Israel. 
The two kingdoms are arterward re
ferred to as the Kingdom of Judah and 
the KLngdom of Israel. They Bre some
times designated simply as Judah and 
Israel. In secular history they fre
quently are known as the Northern 
and the Southern kingdom. Davia •• , 
own Mme. The 10 tribes recognized 
David as a prominent head of the 
klqdom of Judah. That was true in 
that he was of the tribe of Judah. as 
were all the kings who afterward 
reigned in Jerusalem. the city that 
contained the important Zion, or "City 
of David," 

Verses 18, 19. Rehoboam was rash 
enough to think he could subdue the 
revolt. He took his financial omcer 
with him and went among the 10 
tribes. thinking to exact the usual 
taxes trom them. But the people slew 
the taxgatherer, which caused Reho
boam to hasten back to his own capital 
city. 

2 CHRONICLES 11 
Verse 1. It seems that Rehoboam 

bad not yet learned his lesson. The 
dlsastroU8 experience of his treasurer 
should have made him tIiow that the 

10 tribes were lost to hlro. He did not 
realize It though, and made prepara
tions for war with a view of forcing 
the tribes back under his rule. 

Versel 2·4. Man ot God was one of 
the special names for a prophet. In
stead ot speaking directly to Reha
baam, ODd spoke to him by this 
prophet. (Heb. 1: 1.) The division or 
tbe nation Into separate kingdoms was 
ordained by the Lord 88 a punish· 
ment for the sin of idolatry. according 
to the prediction or Ahljah. (1 KI. 
11: 3()'35.) 

Verses 5·10. Built the cities denotes 
the remodeling work that was done. 
Rehoboam improved and forUGed these 
clUes which had. already existed. 
Fenced clties means waned citles, ODe 
of the items ot fortification. 

Verse 11. strong 1l.o1d.s 18 from 
METBUBAH. and Strong defines it, "a 
hemming in, 1. e. a mound or a ram
part, fortification." These were places 
adapted tor defense by their natural 
setting. Rehoboam made them atronger 
and stationed soldiers in them, who 
were supported by a store of pro
visions. 

Verse 12. Having Judah and Ben. 
jamin on h.is .tide. By providing each 
city with strong weapons he made 
sure his standing with Judah and 
Benjamin. 

Vers .. 13. 14. This Is the first ac
count we have ot the side the Levttes 
took in the division ot the tribes. In 
the original record we have the two 
and the ten tribes only mentioned. This 
paasage informs us that the Levitee 
pulled ott with the 10 tribes. Jeroboam 
rejected them and they went back to the 
kingdom or Judah. We ca.nnot leel too 
tavorably toward them tor returning 
to the right place. for it Jeroboam had 
accepted their service, we have no 
evidence that they would have rejected 
hiB olrer. However, we are pleased 
that they went back, for that gave the 
kIngdom ot Judah, the one with the 
capital at Jerusalem, the lawful priest· 
hood. 

Verse 15, The priests whom Jerg.. 
boam ordained were to act tor him in 
three classes ot service, named in this 
verse; high places, the devils, and the 
calve.. The first Is commented on at 
1 K1. 3: 2. The thlrd refers to the 
idole described In 1 KI. 12: 28. The 
second does not have the meaning 
usually conveyed by tbat word. It 1. 
trom BAm and Strong defines it, 
"sbaggy; as noun, a he-goat; by an· 
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stogy a faun." It has been translated 
in the King James version by devil 2 
Umes, goat 23, he goat 1, kid 28. satyr 
2. It thus bas a somewhat Indefinite 
significance as applied to the priests 
under Jeroboam. When these prIests 
acted in the aaerlo.cing at these goats. 
the dominant idea Jeroboam bad was 
to adore the animals sacrificed instead 
of the true God for whose sake he was 
pretending to offer them. 

Verse 16. Them. is the pronoun tor 
the Levites tn V. 13. Wben they went 
back tn a body to Jerusalem, it had an 
influence on many individuals in the 
other tribes, who refused to go to the 
calves at Bethel or Dan, but went in
stead to the place which God had or
dained tor the naUonal worship. which 
was at Jerusalem. 

Verse 17. The effect ot this return
ing ot the Levltea and other individ
uals was a strengthening of Rehoboam. 
For three years he served God faith
fully and was a powerful ruler and 
God was for him; but he relaxed in 
his devotion. This is recorded in 1 Kt. 
14: 22-24, also In the chapter lollowing 
the one we are now studying. 

Verses 18·21. The a.ccount of these 
several wives which Rehoboam took Is 
not given as a criticism. Plurallty at 
wives was suffered at that time and 
Rehoboam was not any worse than the 
others. But his numerous offspring 
helped him to be strong in the execu
tion ot his oftice. Loved. Maachah above 
Is like the case of Solomon who really 
loved the daughter ot Pharaoh. A man 
can love only one woman as a husband 
Is expected to love his wife. But they 
took a plurality at women tor the 
purposes of mere fieshly gratification. 
and for advantages in the social and 
poll tical world. 

Verse 22. The rule at succeBBion was 
for the oldest son to be king atter his 
father. But Rehoboam loved his wife 
Maacllah and that caused him to feel 
partial toward her son Abljah. Accord
ingly. he prepared tor the successlon 
by making him hi. cblef among tbe 
brethren, having a rule over them 
under bla father. 

Verse 23. This wise distribution of 
his children among the provinces of 
his kingdom Is what waa meant by my 
comments on Vs. 18-21. And because 
there was luch an advantage in having 
many of bts own fiesh and blood ott
spring to ~e stationed in places of im
portance, be de8irel£ many wives. 

2 CHRONICLES 12 
Verse 1. The period of Rehoboam's 

strength as a righteous king was de
scribed In Ch. 11: 17. It is again re
ferred to In this verse. and the Indi· 
caUons are tbat his greatness was mis
used. Instead ot showing gratitude to 
God for his good fortune, be became 
vain and forsook the Lord. 

Verses 2·4. It was a usual practice 
of God to punish his people by bring
ing some foreign nations against them. 
In the case ot Rehoboam, the king of 
Egypt was sutIered to come against 
Jerusalem with a large force of char
ioteers and otber people. He took over 
the walled ctties scattered over the 
territory of Judah. then went up even 
to the capital at Jerusalem. 

Verse 6. Again the Lord used a 
prophet to communicate to the people. 
Sbemalah came to Jerusalem to ex
plain to Rehoboam and his leading 
men why they were suffering the 
humlllatlon of the Egyptian Invasion. 
They were told plainly it was because 
they had forsaken God, therefore they 
were lett in the hands of Shlshak. 

Verse 6. The measage of the prophet 
was recetved with respect. The people 
became penitent and acknowledged the 
righteousness of God's dealings with 
them. 

Verse 7. The penitence of maD 1s 
never overlooked by the Lord. How
ever, he w1l1 not go to the other ex· 
treme and release the disobedient en· 
tirely from just punishment. In tbis 
case be promised not to be as severe 
as he had intended. 

Verse 8. Experience Is a good teacher. 
and In many cases wUl rlvet the lesson 
on the mind more closelY than theory. 
By being tn subJectJon to the king of 
Egypt for a whllc, the people of Judah 
were to learn the difference between 
serving God, and serving the toreign 
countries. 

Verses 9·11. See my comments on 1 
KI. 14: 2S-Z8 tor explanation ot thts 
paragraph. 

Verse 12. There were two facts that 
caused the Lord to become lentent at 
this ttme : one was humility at Reho
boam; the other was the existence of 
some good in Judah. In Judah things 
went well means that there was some 
good still lett in Judah. So all in all. 
there was reason not to be too hard 
on the nation. 

Verses 13, 14. This Is a general sum
ming up of the life of Rehoboam, cover-
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ing the short period of his good rule, 
and the rcst ot the period when he 
forsook God. 

Verse 16. There were books written 
by various persODs that a.re not In· 
cluded in our Bible. They were not 
Inspired In all cases, but were good 
histories. Those who wished more 
details than were given In the BibUcal 
account could consult the said books. 
Rehoboam and Jeroboam started their 
reigns at the same time, and as long 
as both Uved they were In a state at 
war with each other. 

Verse 16. Slept with ·his fathers is 
explained at 1 Kt. 2: 10. 

2 CHRONICLES 13 
Verse 1. A brief reference to the 

reign of Jeroboam Is made only to 
show the date ot the reign of Abljah. 
The narrative wnt concern the king
dom of Judah primarily. But in giving 
us that history It w1ll be necessary to 
report some things pertaining to the 
10 tribes, stnce the two kingdoms never 
were on peaceful terms. 

Verse 2. His mothers name, etc. 
Such an expre88loo Is found In the 
history of Israel very frequently. It 
Is because the kings bad a plurality 
of wives aDd the reader was to be in
formed as to which of a man's wives 
was the mother ot th~ man considered. 

Verse 3. Set the battle in array de
Dotes that Abljah got his forces to
gether, consisting at brave and strong 
men to tbe number of 400,000. Jero
boam did likewIse with twice the num
ber of select soldiers. The division of 
the 12 tribes tnto separate kingdoms 
was by the ordinance of God, and it 
was In vain that any attempt was made 
to prevent it. Yet the Lord always had 
a preference for the kingdom ot Judah 
because it was the inheritance from 
DaVid. In the wars which took place 
between the two kingdoms, God took 
a hand frequently and helped the side 
that was worthy. When the Lord was 
with a certatn side, great numbers or 
other apparent advantages possessed 
by the otber side would a vail them 
nothing. 

Verse 4. Mount Zem.araim . _ . in. ... 
Mount Ephraim. It would be confus
Ing to read of one mount being in 
another. But the last term had refer
ence to a large territory which in
cluded the apeclftc mount of tbe same 
name.' The territory contained also 
the mount where Abljah stood to make 
this speech. 

Verse 5. The covenant God gave to 
David was indeed intended to be per
petual, but it was baaed on the condi
tion that all the subjects be obedient 
to the law of the Lord. Covenant 0/ 
salt 16 figurative, and meana that the 
covenant was to be perpetual, even as 
material would be that Is preserved by 
salt. In Num. 18: 19 and Mark 9: 49 
salt Is used figuratively to indicate 
something perpetual. 

Verse 6. Servant 01 Solomon and 
son. 01 David. Note the contrast in the 
standing of the two persona. Jeroboam 
was but a sef"t1Gnt ot Solomon, while 
the latter was a 8011. of David. And 
this son was to have his father's 
throne In peace, and transmit it to 
futUre generations in the same condi· 
dlUon. 

Verse 7. Vatn men means "empty" 
or "worthless" men. Belial in the Old 
Testament la not a proper noun, but Is 
descriptive of any men who are low 
and wicked. The king charged that 
men such as he had described had 
brought the conspiracy against Reho
boam. YOU1I.O 4f'L(£ tendeT denotes one 
who Is Ine%Ilerlenced because ot hls 
youth. 

Verse 8. Abtjah further charged that 
a multitude of evU men had a mind 
to withstand the kingdom of the Lord, 
and that, too, when It W88 In the hands 
of the sons of David. The golden calVes 
are the Idols that Jeroboam had set 
up at Bethel and Dan, to keep his 
people from Jerusalem, tbe place for 
the lawful sacrifices. 

Verse 9. See my comments at Ch. 
11: 13, 14. It was fortunate for the 
true worship that the Levltes came 
back to the kingdom of Judah; bow· 
ever, the mpUve of the 10 tribes In 
eastlng them oft was sinful. Their sin 
was especially great in tbat the priests 
they ordained to take the place or the 
lawful ones ofDctated. tn vain worship. 
No gods waa said tn reference to the 
golden calves mentioned above. 

Verses 10. ThIs verse Is a picture 
of the lawful servtce. The LevItea in 
general were tor the service Indirectly 
connected with the priesthood, and the 
Bans of Aaron the particular ones at 
the Levites who were to ofDctate in 
the prleathood. 

Verse 11. Not only did Judab bave 
the lawful priests, but thetr service 
was in connection with the divinely 
ordained articles of furniture. 

VerBe 12. Abljah made a tlnal appeal 
by the warnin& that God was wltb him 
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and hi. people to he their captain In 
battle. TrumrpetB to cry alarm re
ferred to the instructions of Moses in 
Num. 10: 9, The significant statement 
1s made that the battle of the 10 tribes 
would not prOBper because it would be 
agaimt the Lord God. O/1fOU.T fathers. 
This great principle of truth 1s taught 
by Paul In Rom. 8: 31. 

Verse 13. The speech of Abljah was 
in vain. An ambU8Mnent Is a body of 
troops lying in concealment. Jeroboam 
had his ma.in forces with him in the 
front ot the battle, while the ambush· 
ment was in the rear. 

Verse 14. When the actton began, 
the men of Judah realized their situa,. 
tiOD. They resorted both to divine and 
human means tor help. That 1s. they 
cried. 'Unto the Lord, and the priests 
80u.ndea with the trumpets. 

Verses 16, 16. 800llt is from BUWA 
and Strong defines it, "figuratively to 
split the e&rs." The shout alone could 
not have caused the victory. But it 
exhibited their faith in God who re
sponded by smiting the forces of Jero
boam. and they 1Ied before the meD of 
Judah. They did Dot escape deleat. 
however, as we shall see in the next 
verse. 

Verse 17. This was a remarkable 
battle, and, as tar as I can recall, was 
without a parallel in all history in the 
point of the number of the slatn. We 
should bear in mind the tact tbat DO 
great destructive means existed at 
that time for warfare. The usual 
weapon was the sword or spear, and 
required hand·to-hand flgbtIng. But the 
victorious army slew 100,000 more men 
of the enemy than it bad in its own 
enUre forces. The explanation l1es in 
the great truth that the Lord waa with 
them, and against him no torce can 
prevail. 

Verse 18. The success of the battle 
just ended i6 accounted for by the 
tact that Judah relied upon the Lord 
(Jod, of their falherB. 

Ve ...... 19, 20. CUiu aod t"""", dltter 
mainly in size and corresponding im
portance. The towns were the same as 
villages, and were connected in some 
BOrt of dependency with the cities 
named with them. Bethel 11 the most 
important city in this group, because 
it had one ot the golden eal1'eB that 
Jeroboam set up. The effect of this 
great battle was to render the king of 
Israel weak the fest of the reign of 
Abijah. He finally was stricken with 
some sort of Sickness and died. 

Verse 21. WhUe Jeroboam grew 
weaker, Abljah grew stronger. His 
marrying the 14 wives gave him the 
large number of children attributed to 
him, and that contributed to his 
strength as a king. 

Verse 22. Iddo waa a writing prophet, 
although his works were not Included 
in the Bible. Like many others al
ready mentioned, his writing8 were 
gOOd history, and persons could con
sult them who wished a more detailed 
aecount of the 1'arious subjects than 
were to be found tn the regular com
pllation. 

2 CHRONICLES 14 
Verse 1. Quiet ten 1J't!ar8 meana there 

Were no war acttvities in that time. 
City 01 David was called Mount Zion 
also, Rnd was the most prominent part 
of Jerusalem. 

VerBe 2. Right in. the eyeB 0/ the 
LOrd, is a more 81gnUlcant e%preBBion 
than Is realized many times. Almost 
anything would be right in the eyes 
of some men; the real question is. what 
does the Lord consider to be right. 

Verse 3. Strange means "foreign or 
outside." Strange gods, then, would be 
gods outside of the authority of the 
true God. Image. is defined In the 
margin of some Bibles as "statues." 
They had been erected at the lI,igh 
pMce. (see my comments at 1 Ki. 
3: 2), for which the sacrifices were 
offered on the altars referred to in the 
same connection. See commenta at 2 
Kl.17: 16 for e%planation of the groves. 

Verses 4, 6. The reformation of Asa 
was scriptural and logical in its order. 
He first had the unlawfUl practices 
stopped, then commanded the people to 
resume that which was lawful. It 
would not have been of any use to pro· 
fees the lawful service while contlnu· 
ing the evil kind. The same principle 
holds good today. It a man expects 
the Lord to receive his services, he 
must first cease bls evil practtces. 

Verse 6. Fenced cities were those 
with walls, built around them for 
defense. 

Verse 7. Build tMse cities does n()t 
mean to start them, but to improve 
and fortify tbem. While the I""" is 
yet be/ore "", and given us rest, are 
significant expressions, and are related 
in one principle, "in time of peace pre· 
pare for war.'" This 16 an old saying 
that Is wise, and shows the motive 
thot ABa had at the time he proposed 
hts work on the clUes. They were then 
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In bls posseuion, and be was not 0c
cupied with war. It was an opportune 
Ume, therefore. to "strengthen the 
things that remained." But the tn· 
cUnaUon for war was 80 general that 
Asa. was destined not to be at rest 
always as we shall 8000 see. 

Verae 8. ABa. not only prepared for 
the futUre by the works he did on his 
cities. but he formed and maintained 
a strong mll1tary force which Is de
scribed in this verse. Targets were 
large shields tor defense against the 
spears and darts at the enemy. The 
spears were long poles with points of 
metal at the end. used by casting 
against the toe. Sh.ield. were stmllar 
to the targets except that they were 
smaller. These Instruments of aggres
sion and defense were wielded by an 
army of several thousand men who 
were strong and brave. 

Verse 9. Ohariot, were vehicles so 
constructed as to be useful in battle, 
although they could be used for pur· 
poses of transportation also. They con
sisted of A single pair of wheels on 
an axle, upon which was a car with 
high front and sides, but open at the 
back. Such an arrangement would 
serve as & defense against the enemy 
that was being faced. The opening at 
the rear would make It convenient 
when the occupants wished to leave 
the charlot, either tor hasty retreat on 
toot if the charlot horses were killed, 
or when it was decided to make a 
hand-to--hand attack. There were 300 
of such vehicles with their equipment. 
also a hoat or army of a mtllion 
soldiers that confronted Asa for battle. 

Verse 10. Set the battle in array 
means they drew up in battle for· 
mation. 

Verse 11. Nothing w ith th-ee to h-elp 
denotes that great numbers w1U not 
count tor anything against the Lord. 
The Ethiopians had brought a large 
force against the people of God. Asa 
relled on the strength of his God, and 
In that faith he ottered bls prayer "just 
before the battle." The situation was 
the same tn principle 8S that In the 
case of David and Goliath. That was 
one where physical strength was to be 
pitted against the large. The present 
situation with Asa was to put small 
numbers against the large. 

Verse 12. To smite means to strike 
or htt another, either with the result 
of immediate destruction. or with 
lesser effect. In the cue at hand the 
effect of the ImiUng was to C&1,l8e the 

enemy to llee. Belore Ala and before 
Judah, are stated 1n this way because 
ABa wa.s the king of Judah. The two 
terms. then. mean the same forces. 

Verse 13. God could completely de
stroy an enemy on the ground. How
ever, he desired man to have a part in 
the work, so the foe was first smitten 
sutnciently to make him flee, then the 
servants of the Lord were to pursue 
and make theIr attack Before the Lord 
and be/ore Ai6 host. These phrases 
are in keeping with the thoughts just 
expressed. The Lord and his people 
were to be workers together. We may 
read of the same prinCiple as taught 
by Paul. (1 Cor. 3: 9.) The spoil was 
the loot or valuable personal property 
taken from the enemy. 

Verse 14. Smote an th-e cities means 
they smote the people in them. This 
smIting was severe enough to cause 
the Inhabitants to be afraid of the 
Lord, and 80 much that they yielded 
up their spaU or personal valuables. 

Verse 15. To smIte the tents of cattle 
would mean the tenta were attacked 
Bnd the beasts captured. Thus ended 
8uccessful1y thIs battle or Asa against 
his enemies. 

2 CHRONICLES 15 
Verse 1. The prophets were not al

ways under the Inspiration or God; it 
was only when some communication 
was to be dellvere<!. (Heb. 1: 1.) At 
the time we have reacbed in our study. 
God wished to gt ve a message of en
couragement and instruction to Asa, 
and sent his SpIrit upon the prophet 
for that purpose. 

Verse 2. Note the conditfon on which 
the Lord would be with hIs people, 
while ve be with. him.. That condition 
was always in force whether expressly 
stated or not. 

Verse 3. God has always been, and 
his Jaw was in existence at that time. 
Israel had been without God for the 
reason Indicated In the preceding verse. 
They were without law simply because 
they had forsaken it. The priests were 
expected to be teachers of the law of 
God. (Lev. 10: 8·11; Deut. 17: 9; Mal. 
2: 7.) They had become negligent of 
their duty and the Drophet complained 
about It. 

Verse 4. The constancy of God's 
compassion was indicated when the 
people returned and sought his favor, 
and they were not disappointed In 
their expectations. 

Verses 6, 6. Thole time8 refers to 
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the periods described in V. 3. As a 
punishment tor the disobedience of his 
people. God suffered the foreign na~ 
tiona to come against them to vex and 
damage them. 

Verse 7. The prophet was not im
plying that Ass. was then gunty of 
neglect as described, tor he had very 
recently waged a courageous battle 
against the heathen. The speech was 
for the purpose of encouraging him, 
and be was assured ot being rewarded. 

Verse 8. Oded was the father of 
Azariah, who was really the prophet. 
In a statement ot respect his fathe r 
was named as the prophet. although 
his Bon was the man who delivered the 
message. Upon the message of the 
prophet from God, ABa made a more 
thorough reformatton still. by remov
ing the fdo)a from the territory of bis 
own proper domain, and also from the 
extra cittes that he had taken from 
the general territory outside. known 
8S Mount Ephraim. After clearing out 
the institutions of talse worship, he 
renewed the true service that belonged 
to the great altar before tbe temple. 

Verse 9. This movement was re
corded In Ch. 11: 16. It Is gratifying 
to read the moUve that prompted these 
strangers from the other tribes to 
come to the side of Asa; it was their 
seeing that God was with him. Too 
often we see men "line uP" on a cer· 
taln side merely because it seems to 
be the winning side, not because It Is ' 
the right side. To associate with a 
man because Ood is with him is the 
supremely good motive. 

Verse 10. Third, month was the one 
in wblcb the feast of weeks or pente
cost came. That was one of the tbree 
occasions on which aU the males were 
required to go to Jerusalem. 

Verse 11. These of'terlngs were vol· 
untary contrlbuUons out of the things 
they had taken from the enemy. It 
does not mean, necessartly, that the 
beasts were slain. Tbey were given 
over to the ones having charge of the 
service of GOd. 

Verse 12. These strangers from the 
tribes of the northern kingdom had 
been tainted with a mixed worship and 
were very unsettled as to the true 
God. The evidence was convincing to 
them that a half· hearted service would 
not count for anything with God. They 
now entered into a covenant, which 
means they agreed with the Lord that 
they would give their whole heart to 
him. 

Verse 13. The age of the Mosaic 
Dispensation walJ one with mtutary 
phases In its execution. Violators of 
the law were Hable to physical punish· 
ment. In order to be prepared against 
future departures into the ways of the 
heathen about them, these new arrivals 
at the temple of God threatened. to In· 
tIlct the penalty of death on all people 
who hesitated at seeking the true ob· 
ject of their devotions. 

Verse 14. The threat of such severe 
punishment was emphasized by an 
oath. In order that none would escape 
the notice, the oath was accompanied 
with loud voices and with Instruments 
made tor producing heavy Bounds. 

Verse 15. This is more or less a 
general statement, going back to the 
previous chapter where the record may 
be found of the Victory over the enemy. 
B e!t round about refers to the freedom 
from war. 

Verse 16. The title of queen was an 
honorary one only; the full fonn is 
"queenmother." Yet it Is a consider· 
able honor and not lightly to be con
Sidered. But the mother of the king 
bad made herself unworthy of the Utle 
by ber Idolatry. ABa showed his faith· 
fulness to God. by not allowing his 
flesh and blood tnterests to Interfere 
with his devotion to the Lord. 

Verse 17. But the My1&. place8 .. . 
neverthele88. These two expressions 
modJfy each other. There was some
thtng wrong about the high places. 
but not as bad as some other things 
since Asa was spoken of favorably In 
spite of such places. See the comments 
I have made on the subject at 1 KI. 3: 2. 

Verses 18. 19. When kings and other 
great men obtained valuables from 
their enemies. they generally appro
priated a goodly por tion of them to 
the Lord's 8ervlce. Asa carried out 
such an action in his devotion to the 
God of Israel. He had a prosperous 
reign and was free from war many 
years. 

2 CHRONICLES 16 
Verse 1. Baasha was king of Israel 

which was the kingdom of the 10 tribes. 
With a few exceptions there was a 
state of war between the two klnge 
dams all the years of their existence. 
Ba.aeha built Ramah which means he 
fortified It wIth the Intent of block· 
adlng Jerusalem, since the two cities 
were not far apart. 

VeI1les 2. 3. We will always reo 
member that the Jewish· nation was 
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secular as well as religious. It had 
dealings with other nations as a tem
poral power, and such relations were 
not necessarily wrong. However,in the 
deallogs with otber temporal powers, 
the kings of the nation ot God should 
never have lett the Lord out of their 
caiculatioJl8. Damaseu8 was the capital 
of Syria, a country just north of Pales
tine, and hence a near neighbor of the 
10 tribes. An alliance bad previously 
been formed between the two king· 
doms. Now that Judah is about to be 
attacked by the king of Israel, Asa 
thlnka to divert his attention by turn
ing his ally away from him. With this 
in view. Ala appropriated Bome of the 
treasurers In the house of the Lord. 
Since the object was In the interests 
of that houae, &S ABa saw it. we can 
see a favorable motive In his act. We 
should Dot consider the oIrer of the 
silver and gold as a bribe In the or
dInary sense of that word. It costs 
money to carryon war, and it the 
king of Syria 18 to do 80 on behalf of 
Asa, he should be supported in the 
expense. 

Verse 4. Ben-badad king of Syria 
accepted the propositton of Asa and 
sent his soldierS against Israel. Store 
cities were the ones containing the 
magazines of supplies for military and 
other uses. 

Verse 6. The plan of Asa had the 
desired eIrect of drawing, away the 
attention. of Baa8ba. He stopped the 
work of fortifying Ramah and lett the 
materials behind him. 

Verse 6. Poole aU Juda1L means that 
ABa called the people of Judah into his 
service for the special work. The ma
terials that had been brought to Ramah 
to oppose ABa were used to help him 
instead. They wefe used to fortify 
two cities of Judah that were Im
portant , to the weltare of the nation. 

Verse 7. Good men are subject to 
mistakes. Asa did not gtve the Lord 
his due cODslderation in the plan to 
draw 011 the king of the 10 tribes (e ... 
remarks at Vs. 2, 3 above). A prophet 
was sent to chastise Asa for his mis
take, and to punish him with a m1l1-
tary 1088 In that the Syrians were 
allowed to escape completely. 

Verse 8. The main point in this 
verse 18 the truth that great numbers 
do not count wben opposed to the Lord, 
nor does the victory for the Lord de
pend on Dumbers. 

Verse 9. God sees everything in all 
placell, and understands the full 

strength as well as the weaknesses of 
all. He is ready to belp those who .put 
their trust in him. The punishment 
that was threatened against ABa was 
not directly upon bis bOdy; it was to 
affect his condition of peace tn the 
kingdom. The period of peace that he 
had been enjoying was to end and 
wars would come Instead. 

Verse 10. Human nature manifests 
some strange traits at times. The geer 
or prophet of God was not responsible 
for the unpleasant message, yet Asa 
put him in prison for it. His rage did 
not stop at the prophet, but he op
pressed or tortured 80me of the people 
at that time. BUnd spite could have 
been the only motive for 8uch conduct. 
We are not elated over the errors of 
this good maD who was so nearly- al
ways righteous. The fact that God 
had the truth about it put into his 
Book for the information at man, Is 
another proof that the Bible was not 
the production of human beings. They 
would have extolled the goodness of 
Asa. but suppressed bis mistakes. 

Verse 11. As an explanation of this 
verse, see the comments at 1 KJ. 14.: 19. 

Verse 12. Opponents of medieal doc
tors may think they have a point here, 
but they do not. Those were dayB. of 
special providence, and important 8er
vants of God had reason to appeal for 
divine help In times of distress. The 
fanure to do so was one of the weak 
points In the Ufe of Asa. 

Verse 13. Slept with hia lathers 1a 
explained at 1 KI. 2: 10. 

Verse U. Abrabam and otber promi
nent men of Biblical times prepared 
their own burying places. Asa had 
made a sepulchre for his body and his 
friends laid him there. They added 
some things to the place by preparing 
a bed ruled with various spices. T'1Ley 
made a verv great burning lor him. 
Motratt's translatIon gives us 4'oon· 
fire" tn the place ot burning. Such a 
demonstratIon was done at times in 
the same spirit as were otber acts of 
respect for the remains of toved ones. 
See Jer. 34: 5. 

2 CHRONICLES 17 
Verse 1. This verse la a continuation 

of the preceding chapter. Jehoshaphat 
was a BOn of Asa and ia classed among 
the good kings. As there was a state 
of war between Judah and Israel prac
tically all tbe time, Jehosbaphat girded 
himself for the conflict. 

Verse 2, Jehoshaphat distributed his 
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soldiers, placing them In the fenced or 
walled cIties. Garri.ton.! were m1litary 
posts that bad soldiers always in them, 
and the posta were fortified against 
lnvulon. Tbe king went outside his 
owu territory and eetabl1shed garri
SODS In the cltIes which Aaa. bad cap
tured trom the territory known as 
Mount Ephraim. 

Verse 3. The ute of David as a whole 
was good, but the purest part of it 
was at the beginning. This Is why we 
have the compariBOD to the first way8 
David. He Is called the father of 
Jehoshaphat by way of respect for his 
place tn the royal line. David never 
did serve Baalim; the reference to 
that subject here Is to make a favor
able comment on the lite of J ehosha
pbat, In addition to his following the 
good ways of David. 

Verse 4. Not after the doinus ot 
18raeZ. Without a single exception, the 
kings of Israel were idolaters. Je
hoshaphat was one of the few of Judah 
who were Dot. 

Verse 6. An ••• brought • .. pre.ems. 
This signUles that Jeboshaphat had the 
support of his whole realm, for they 
were faithful in paying their dues for 
the maintenanee of the kingdom, and 
for the royal splendor of the king. 

Verse 6. Lifted. is from an original 
that bas a rather unfavorable meaning 
primarily. However, It is sometimes 
used in a. good sense, meaning to be 
exalted in the right way. The con· 
nection ahows that Jehoshaphat was 
influenced by the exalted principles 
manifested by the Lord's ways. His 
work against idolatry mentioned in 
the elose of the verse justifies the re-
marks in the beginning of it. 

Verse 7. Sen.t to Ail 1>1'ince • ••• to 
teach. The idea is that he sent word 
to these princes to do the teaching. 
Obadiah and Zechariah. are the same 
names as two of the minor prophets, 
but that lB a eoincidence only. These 
men were merely some princes or lead· 
ing men in the service of Jehoshaphat. 

Verse 8. The princes named in the 
preceding verse were outstanding men, 
but were without any oOlcla! designa· 
tion. In addition to them, the king 
selected some men from the tribe of 
Levi .. A still more special selection was 
made of the Levites; some of whom 
were priests. This distinction is ex· 
plained by the fact that all priests were 
Levit .. , but not all Levites could act 
as priesta j only the tamlly of Aaron 
eould. 

Verse 9. Til"" taul/ht I" Ju441& means 
the priests taught That was according 
to the sY8tem that God deSigned for 
the continued instruction of his people. 
(Lev. 10: l1; Deut. 17: 9; Mal. 2: 27.) 
ThIs work had been neglected accord· 
ing to the charge made by Azariah in 
Ch. 16: 3, and Jehoshapbat WBB trying 
to correct the defect. 

Verse 10. God had frequenUy told 
bis people that he would bless them 
and bring the other naUons In sub· 
jection to them. Now that the require
ments of the law were being carried 
out under the directions of Jehosha· 
phat, the Lord caused the kingdoms 
around them to tear to the extent that 
they did not undertake any war 
against him. 

Verse 11. The absence ot war was 
not the only indication of the sub· 
jeetion ot the kingdoms, for they 
brought pre.ent. and tribute rilver. 
The first was a dIplomatic courtesy 
(explained at Gen. 32: 13), and the 
second was a specific charge ot tinan· 
cial support tor the kingdom ot Judah. 

Verse 12. The caat!e& were fortified 
places to defend the country against 
invasion of the enemies. The cities of 
store were the ones equipped for stor· 
age of provisions. 

Verse 13. Buline" 18 from MELAKAH 
and Strong defines it, "properly depu
tyshlp, 1. e. ministry." It means that 
Jehoshaphat bad omclal and military 
representatives In the ciUes ot his 
kingdom. He bad brave and strong 
men with him also in Jerusalem. 

Verses 14. 15. This paragraph is 
interesting mainly in givIng a state
ment of the strength of Jehoshaphat's 
defense. 

Verse 16. Willingly Offered him.el! 
is equivalent to our system of "Tolun
teer" service. This man was one of 
influence and bad 200.000 strong and 
brave men under him, all for the de-
tense ot the kIDg of Judah. 

Verse 17. The weapons or warfare 
differed from each other. It would be 
good strategy to group the men using 
each class of weapons for the purpose 
of unifled action. Thts Benjamlte was 
g1ven command over 200,000 men who 
used the bO'W and ,Me14. The first was 
to use aga1nst the enemy, the second 
as a defense from' the enemY'8 darts. 

Verse 18. Readll prepared for war 
means they were trained and ready for 
military serviee upon call. 

Verse 19. The torementioned men 
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were "in waiting" always at the im
mediate call of Jebosbapbat. Besides 
all theae, the king bad bls men sta
tioned in all the fenced, or waUed 
cutes scattered over bls territory. 

2 CHRONICLES 18 
Verse 1. Joined al'nUv signifies that 

he formed an alliance with him. We 
are not given any reason why Jehosha
phat made this move, and it was a 
strange one In view of the character 
of Ahab. 

Verses 2. 3. See the comments on a 
like _sage In 1 KI. 22: 3, 4. 

Verse 4. Jehoshaphat is classed 
among the good kings of Jude.h, al
though the project to which he agreed 
was ill-advised. However, he was un
wUllng to Tenture out on the important 
proposed action without some informa
tion. and the method of obtaining such 
In those days was through the prophets. 
(Heb. 1: 1.) 

Verse 5. Prophets, Uke other teach
ers. sometimes give Instructions they 
think w1ll please their bearers regard
less ot whether they are correct. 

Verse 6. Jehoshaphat knew of the 
dlspos1tion of men to be popular, and 
had some doubt with regard to these 
400 prophets. He did not directly deny 
their being the prophets of the Lord. 
He merely asked it there were some 
other prophet be,ide, them. 

Verse 7. Ahab was naturally inclined 
to favor the 400 prophets because they 
favored him; by the same token he 
would not like tbe other prophet. When 
a man does not want to hear un
pleasant truth. be dislikes the one who 
might give such to him. Ahab ex
pressed himself along that line and 
was rebuked by Jehoshaphat. 

Verses 8, 9. Ahab had no way of 
evading the unpleasant situation, so 
he. sent a servant to bring the prophet 
Micalah before the two kings. As it 
was to be a meeting ot a military na
ture. and one conducted jointly by the 
rulers of two great kingdoms, it was 
proper to provide a special place for 
this hearing. Accordingly. they se
lected a 11014 or open plot of ground 
near the gate ot Samaria, Ahab's 
capital. 

Verses 10. 11. WbUe waiting for the 
prophet sent tor to arrive. the 400 who 
were already present were not sUent. 
One of them, ZedekIah by name, made 
a materIal gesture for emphasizing a 
prediction he wished to make. He had 
made some horns or pointed instru-

ments of iron to use for effect in his 
speech. He made the prediction that 
Abab would push or gore the Syrians 
until they would be consumed, which 
means completely deteated. All the 
others of the 400 joined In with the 
flattery and urged the attack. 

Verse 12. As the conversaUons re
corded in the foregoing paragraph 
were going on, the messenger had. ar
rived in the presence of Mlcalah. He 
tried to prejudice him by reference to 
the 400 prophets who had spoken their 
minds already. The natural desire to 
be "on the side of the majority" was 
appealed to by the messenger, when 
he told Micaiah the purpose ot his 
visit. He suggested that his word 
would be like that of the otber prophets 
who had spoken favorably to the king. 

Verse 13. This speech of Micalah 
was similar In prinCiple to the one 
made by Balaam to the messengers of 
Balak. (Num. 22: 18.) 

Verse U. Much of the meaning of 
a speech is Indicated by the voice and 
facial expression of the speaker. We 
cannot see nor bear Mieaiah a8 he 
makes this speech, but we are sure 
that it is made In irony. That is lan
guage used for a meaning directly 
opposite of the way it 80unds. 

Verse 15. The king was Ahab since 
he was the one who had sent for 
Micaiah. (V. 8.) He detected the Irony 
in the speech and chastised him for it. 
Ahab would welcome any favorable 
prediction. but ho would want it to be 
given in seriousness. Adjure means to 
make an oath. He meant to cbarge 
Micaiab to tell the trutb as it he were 
under oath. 

Verse 16. Mlcatab then spoke seri
ously and described a vision that tbe 
Lord had given bim. In that he saw 
the defeat of the forces of Ahab. 

Verse 11. In disgust and despair. 
the king of Israel broke Into the scene 
with an "I-told-you-so" statement. 

Verse 18. But Mtcaia.h was not 
through with d(lscrlbing his vision. 
He had been permitted to witness a 
scene in the presence of the throne of 
God. The hOlt 01 heaven would mean 
a numerous mass of c(llestlal beings, 
ready to do the bidding of the Lord. 

Verses 19-22. For explana.tlon of this 
paragraph see my comments on 1 Kl. 
22: 20·23. 

Verse 23. Again I ask the reader to 
see the comments on 1 Ki. 22: 24-. 
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Verse 24. This Is explained at 1 
KI. 22: 25. 

Verses 25, 26. Bread and water 01 
agfiction means the coarse fare often 
served to prisoners. This was a threat 
of humiliation to be Imposed on 
Mlcalah. 

Verse 27. Mlcaiab staked his repu
tation as a true prophet on the out
come of the venture that Ahab w88 
about to make. He called attention of 
the people to it. SO that wben the atrair 
was ended they would remember what 
bad been said. 

Verses 28, 29. The two allies pre
pared to go up to battle. Let it be 
borne in mind that the king of Syria 
did not know be was to meet the 
king of Judah. Abab was thinking of 
that. and planned to elude the Syrian 
weapons by not appearing In the at
tire at a kJng. Jehosbaphat would be 
the only one in such robes and hence 
would be the target for tbe foe. If this 
scheme could be carried out, Ahab 
hoped to frustrate the prediction of 
Mlcaiah and so be able to return in 
peace as he had boasted. 

Verse 30. To take the king Is about 
the same as taking the army. The 
Syrian king, thinking only of the king 
of Israel, gave the orders recorded 
here. 

Verse 31. The charioteers were not 
personally acquainted with the Israel
ite kings. Seeing one man in royal 
robes. it was natural to conclude that 
he was the man wanted. and they were 
about to make their attack on Jehosba
phat who made an outcry. Ordinarily 
that would not have availed to ward 
ott the attack. The verse saYIl the Lord 
helped- him which accounts for his 
escape as explained in the next verse. 

Verse 32. This is the explanation of 
how the Lord helped Jehoshaphat; it 
was by revealing to the Syrians the 
fact that they were pursuing the wrong 
man. 

Verse 33. This verse 1s the same 
account as given tn 1 KI. 22: 34. The 
reader 18 asked to see the comments at 
that place. 

Verse 34. Ahab had requested his 
men to carry him out ot the army. 
The request was not granted, but he 
was held up in his chariot by assis
tants through the day whlle the battle 
raged, and he died in the evening. 

Z CHRONICLES 19 
Verse 1. Ahab was a wtcked man 

and deserved beIng defeated In the 
battle with the Syrians. Jehoshaphat 
was unwise to become an ally at such 
a sinful person, yet he was a good 
man and the Lord favored him. After 
the conflict with the Syrians he was 
permitted to return in peace to his 
own capital tn Jerusalem. 

Verse 2. Wrath is trom a word other
wise translated anger or rage. There 
was no special action threatened 
against Jehoshaphat, neither wlll any
thing of the kind come to him. The 
prophet Jehu was sent to him to give 
blm a "scolding" for bis folly In asso
ciating with such a wicked man as 
Ahab. a man who hated the Lord. How
ever, since the alliance had not ac
tually injured the cause of God In 
Judah. this rebuke was the worst that 
waa done to him. 

Verse 3. The good traits ot Jehosha
phat were acknowledged, and he was 
given credit for having a right kind 
of hear t. 

Verse 4. Jerusalem was the dwell
ing place of this righteous king. But' 
he was not content to sit down idly 
and see the people drift away from 
God. He brought them back means he 
turned their interests and conduct to
ward the Lord. It was stmllar tn 
principle to the work ot John the Bap
list as predicted in Mal.' : 6. 

Verse 5. Oitv by city is another way 
of saying that Jehoshaphat located a 
judge In each of the fenced or walled 
ciUes throughout the territory pre
viously named. 

Veree 6. God was blessing the reign 
ot Jehosbaphat. The institutions. there
fore. that he put into force would re
ceive the divine favor. That is why 
he told these men that they would be 
judging !or l/I.e Lord.. 

Verse 7. The kind of le(jf' the judges 
were to have was respect or regard tor 
the Lord. He would not be partial nor 
selfish in hts judgments, neither would 
he tolerate such work it pertormed by 
the men whom he had appointed 
(through Jehoshaphat) to handle the 
causes ot the people. 

Verse 8. Bet fs used in the sense ot 
appOint, and these Levitical men were 
to advise the people. Judgment 01 the 
Lord pertained to the judgment they 
were to render regarding the Lord's 
matters. See Lev. 10: 11, Deut. 17: 9, 
Mal. 2: 7. Controversies would reter 
to subjects under the law where per-
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BODa! interests between meD were In 
dispute. When they returned to Jeru,. 
salem 18 said with reference to the 
time following the experience with the 
Syrians. See the first verse of this 
chapter. 

Verse 9, Many of the words in this 
verse are for emphasis mainly. The 
significant one Is lear, which means 
the respect due unto the Lord. 

Verse 10. Almost every word used 
regarding the institutions of God could 
be used interchangeably. because the 
dftference In meaning Is slight or tech· 
nlcal. Yet there is a distinction to be 
observed or else they would not be 
grouped as they are. Blood. and bloOd. 
refers to the Items where the shedding 
or blood was in dispute. That is. where 
the question of murder was under 
examination, or where capital punish
ment would be the penalty were the 
person being Investigated tound guilty 
of the sin charged against him. Statute, 
are the tormal or set enactments ot 
God. and Judgment' are the divine 
conclusions on emergeneles that would 
eome up In the dealings between man 
and man. Th4-s do and ye aha.n not 
tre'PQu means that if these judges 
would do the things just required at 
them. they would not be guilty of 
tres_. 

Verse 11. Amariah WM chief prie.t 
which was the same as htgh priest. 
He was tbe most dignified offl.eial In 
the Mosaic system, hence it Is said 
here that he was over the people In 
'lMtt.... of the LorI!. It mIght be 
asked whether all matters were Dot a 
concern ot the Lord; they are. in a 
general sense. But the matters in 
which the high priest omelated were 
specifically such because they took him 
into the most holy place in the temple. 
Zebadtah was ruler. or had charge of 
the things In the palace of the king. 
That IS. what the high priest was to 
the bouse of the Lord, Zebadiah was 
to the bouse at the king. The Levtte8 
refers to the work of that tribe 813 a 
whole, and they were to operate in 
eonneetion with these other men. Deal 
cou.rageously was an exhortation tor 
them to be brave and firm In their 
servlco to tho Lord, and tbey had the 
promise that they would be blessed 
for It. 

2 CHRONICLES 20 
Verse 1. Moab and Ammon. were the 

80Da of Lot. Their descendanta formed 
two of the noted nations of Biblieal 
history. Because of their near relation 

to Abraham. God would not permit the 
IsraeUtes to attack them as they did 
the other people. This favor was abused 
by them at times, and we now read of 
a threat ot war coming from them. 

Verse 2. The Dead Sea is the place 
meant. The Moabites and Ammonites 
were east of that body of water. TM, 
.ide 8yrta Is a very indefinite term 8.8 
locating the people then threatening 
war on Judah. Syria was a term apply· 
ing sometimes to a large territory 
northward of Palestine. TM. ride 
Syria would thus mean that the In· 
vading people were from a territory 
east of the Dead Sea and soutb of 
Syria. At the time of this notice to 
J'ehoahaphat. the invaders had reaehed 
Engedl, a town on the west shore. 

Verse 3. Jeho,haphat feared, which 
means he realized the danger contront
ing him. In times of great peril the 
true servanta of God wUl seek tor his 
help. It Is necessary to mantfest the 
proper frame at mind before the Lord 
will be entreated. Fasting was not 
generally eommanded, but it was ap
proved when done voluntarily. In the 
great distress of their situation. J e
hoshaphat ealled upon the whole na
tion to observe a. Beason of futing ; 
but the &enice tn the bomeJJ was Dot 
enough as we shall soon see. 

Verse t . There are eertain acta of 
worship that can be done privately or 
In the borne. and others that are done 
colleetively. In the .christian Dispensa
tion the latter ean be done only at the 
place of the regular meetings at the 
church. Under the Jewish Dlspen88.t1on 
they had to be done at Jerusalem. So 
we read of the Jews leaving their 
places of residence and coming to leek 
tILe Lon!, which brought them to the 
place where he had recorded his name, 
and that was in the temple. 

Verse 5. Judah and Jerusalem. This 
Judah, though an extended territory, 
had to be represented at Jerusalem in 
order to have a lawful assembly. The 
n.ew court was a part of the temple 
where the publtc was allowed to be. It 
was called new with reference to lts 
being more recently built than the one 
around the tabernacle buUt by Moses. 

Verse 6. The question torm of this 
language 111 a reverent way of making 
a positive expreasion, acknowledging 
these great things of God. Rulest . • . 
kingdom. • . • heathen.. This great 
truth Is not generally reallzed. Nebu
ehad.nezzar had to learn of It by a 
humiliating experience. (Dan. 4:.) 
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Verse 7. God does not bave to be 
reminded or biB promises to get bim 
to perform them. The mentioning of 
them in a prayer Is done by way of 
expressing one's faith in the Lord; 
also to sbow the logic of the faith as 
to Its basts. God had driven out the 
heathen in order to fulfil) the promise 
made to Abraham, 80 it would be rea
sonable to expect him to repel these 
heathen invaders now threatening the 
descendants of Abraham. Friend is 
from AHEB and Strong defines it. "to 
have aJrection tor." Abraham loved 
God and showed his atrecUon tor him 
by doing what he was commanded 
without hesitation. 

Verses 8, 9. The sentiments of this 
verse were uttered by Solomon In his 
prayer at the dedication of the temple. 
(1 KI. 8.) The evil anticipated by the 
"wise monarch" was about to come on 
the nation and Jehoshaphat made his 
appeal according to that prayer. The 
principal basie for expecting the favor 
of God at this prayer is the fact that 
thly name i8 in this house. 

Verse 10. The reference to Mount 
SeiT means that some EdomUee had 
joined in witb these others to invade 
Judah. The three groups were near of 
kin to Abraham and were spared when 
the Israelites were on the march from 
Egypt. 

Verse 11. B ehold June they reward 
U8. This i8 a brief way of saying these 
people were rewarding evU for good; 
not showing due appreciation. 

Verses 12, 18. In a state of complete 
despair, the congregation waited for 
some promise at reUe! from God. They 
reaUzed that no human might. how
ever great, could meet the torces of all 
these intruders. It must have been a 
solemn and pitiable sight. the hus
bands and wives, and the chtldren 
cringing near their parents, longing 
and begging for Borne kind of assur
ance from God. 

Verse 14. Following the general 
practice, God called Upon one of hie 
8enants to give a message to the 
people. The Une of names mentioned 
was to show the connection between 
this man and the tribe of Levi. That 
tribe furnished the priests. and the 
priests were expected to give knowledge 
to the people according to Lev. 10: 11, 
Dent. 17: 9, Mal. 2: 7. Not that Jabazlel 
was a priest. but he came at the 
priestly tribe, and it would be fitting 
to use him for the speCial occasion 
of information. 

Veraee 15, 16. Not only did Jahazlel 
assure the people of relief. but that 
the battle would be a supernatura.l one; 
was really not to be their battle. All 
of this Is understandable when we 
recall that God would not permtt the 
Israelites beCore to attack the descen
dants or · Abraham. Now that It is 
necessary to oppose them, the Lord 
will take a hand so that the procedure 
w1l1 be consistent with the former 
restrictions. 

Verse 17. Stand 1Ie atin and Bee, etc., 
waa used the most literally that the 
famous saying was ever used. About 
all the people will need to do on their 
part will be of a ceremonial or re
ligious nature. It is true they were 
told that on the next day they would 
go out against the enemy. But it would 
not be to engage physically in the 
ba.ttle. They were to be tbere for the 
exercises just mentioned, and to lee 
the great and unusual salvation the 
Lord wtll perform for them. 

Verse 18. This verse gives us one 
clear meaning ot "worship" as used 
in the Bible. The king and his people 
are said to have prostrated their bodies 
with taces toward the ground. In doing 
this they are said to be WOT8"hipi1l.g. 
Tbe New Testament recognJzes also a 
wide range of meaning tor this word, 
from the complete subjection to all the 
reQuirements of the Lord. down to the 
mere act of respect toward another. 

Verse 19. Levi had three sons of 
whom Kohath was one. or the family 
of Kohath one son was Korab. and 
these Korhites came from him. They 
were an important branch of the 
stngers in the temple service, hence 
are mentioned in this connection here. 
They sang with a. lotuL voice on hiOh.. 
because the nation was assembled in 
great numbers, and the singing was to 
be heard by the people. 

Verse 20. In obedience to the tn
structions of V. 17. the people lett the 
temple the next day to go toward the 
vicinity of the invading bost. On the 
way the king made an encouraging 
speech to them; that they should have 
taith In the word of God that had been 
given to them by the propbet. Believe 
hi, prophets. so 8haU ye prosper. The 
popular doctrine at "faith only" Is not 
Justified here. They had been already 
told that the battle wonld be fought 
by the Lord. not them. Now then, all 
that was left for them to do as tar 
as the actual fighting was concerned. 
was to believe. 
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Verse 21. Consulted with tILe people 
does not mean that Jehosbaphat "di
vided his authority .. with them. Mof
fatt renders It. "atter his counsel to 
the nation," ThIs counsel Included the 
instruction that the singers were to 
carry on their services while they 
were marching to the scene of their 
triumph. 

Verse 22. An ambushment Is a group 
of men lyIng tn an UDseen place, and 
ready to make an unexpected attack. 
We shall see 1n the next verse that 
this ambusbment consisted of some 
men of the Ammonttes and Moabites, 
detached from the main body of the 
soldiers, to strike from their lurking 
place against their own people. 

Verse 23. These soldiers of Ammon 
and Moab flret attacked the Edomites 
who were In the general army. When 
that unit was destroyed they turned 
on each other with their weapons until 
they had commUted mtlttary suicide. 
This fuiftJled the prediction of the 
prophet that was made In verses 16-17. 

Verse 24. Watch tower comes from 
a single Hebrew word, MITSP!:H, and 
Strong defines it. "an observatory, es
pecially for military purposes." The 
people ot Judah marching toward the 
enemy arrived at this watch tower. 
and from that post they saw the con
dition that had come about by the 
acUons described In the preceding 
verse. They could then reaUze what 
the prophet meant in the prediction 
recorded In verses 16·17. 

VerBe 25_ The people with Jehosha
phat saw that they bad no soldiers to 
fight since they were all dead. It was 
customary under the rules of war to 
take possesston ot the valuables found 
on the bodies ot the enemy army, and 
also the other personal property among 
them, such as the cattle and other 
things of value. The amount ot all 
thla spoll was 80 great that it took 
three days to collect what they were 
able to take with them, and even then 
they bad to leave some ot It. 

Verse 26. Nearby was a vaney that 
was suitable tor an orderly assembly. 
To this place Jehoshaphat brought the 
people for a Beason of praise to God 
for the victory that had been given 
them. They bleuea the Lord, which 
means they praised him as the source 
of the great bleBBlngs just bestowed 
upon them. This valley probably had 
no special name before this time, but 
the occasion which brought about the 
gathering suggested a name that would 
be appropriate. The word BerachaJi, 

means Ifblessing," hence the valley re
ceived the name given it here. 

Verse 27. Atter the services In the 
valley, Jehosbaphat led the people back 
to the capital ctty_ Judal; and JeT1b
salem are named in this way because 
the lut word names the capita! of the 
Kingdom of Judah. The meeting in 
the valley took place the day after 
they had completed the taking of the 
spoll. It was fitting to gather at the 
regularly established headquarters for 
a more offlclal season of relfgious 
services. 

Verse 28. A psaltery was a stringed 
instrument of musIc to accompany the 
voice. A harp was the national in
strument of the Hebrews. According 
to Josephus it had ten strings, and 
was played upon with a plectrum, an 
attachment worn by the fl.nger. A 
trumpet (called also a cornet) was a 
loud-soundIng instrument. made of the 
hom of a ram. The first two were 
stringed. instruments while the third 
was a kind to be played with the 
mouth. These were made by David ae
cording to Ch_ 7: 6. The joy of the 
people for their relief trom the threat
ened war caused them to come to the 
headquarters to engage tn a praise 
service, and these instruments were 
used with it. 

Verses 29, 30. The providential vic
tory of Judah over their enemies had 
its effect on other peoples. It caused 
them to fear God in the sense of being 
afraid to undertake any warUke action 
against the people of God. 

Verses 31. 32. This Is a general state
ment ot the reign of Jehoshaphat. tn
eluding the events that we bave alreadY 
learned about. GIving hts mother's 
name was because most of the men tn 
those days had a plurality at wives, 
and we are to be informed which of 
the wives was the mother or the man 
being considered. 

Verse 33. Jehoshaphat waa one of 
the good kings, but, adhering to the 
rule of the inspired wrlters, the weak 
points were not overlooked; one of 
those was the retaining or the high 
p'taces. The reader may see the ex .. 
planation of these places tn the com
ments at 1 Kt. 3: 2. They were not 
just what should bave been used, yet 
not as bad as 80me other things. Hall 
not prepared, their :heQlrtB, etc., means 
they were not fully adapted to the ser
vice of the Lord, so a degree of leniency 
was shown. 

Verse 34. Not all ot the speakers 
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and writer. In the olden days COD
tributed writings that were placed tn 
the Bible. That does not mean that 
there is any weakness in the Book 
which God handed down to us. Not 
all of the thIngs that were done by 
Jesus were recorded in the wrltlngs ot 
the New Testament. (John 20: 30, 31; 
21: 25.) It any person In the days of 
the Israel1tes dominion wished further 
details on the subject. he was referred 
to these extra writings. And to show 
the reliable character of such writings, 
a reference was made to the favorable 
mention of them in the other places. 
Jehu bas been named in a favorable 
manner In 1 Kt. 16: 1. 

Verses 35~31. See the comments at 
V. 33. Among the weak points In the 
Ufe of Jehoshaphat were the thIngs 
mentioned In this paragraph. He was 
too friendly with these unworthy per
sons; however, the Lord did not charge 
him with the wicked things they did. 
He was made to suffer some disappoint
ment in his plans, also to receive a 
reprimand tram the prophet; such was 
the punishment he re<:eived tor his 
errors. 

2 CHRONICLES 21 
Verse 1. Slept with 1I,.1.s fat hen Is 

explained at 1 KI. 2: 10. The city ot 
David was a burg or department in 
Jerusalem of great importance. It was 
called Mount Zion also, and was the 
location of DavId's house. 

Verse Z. AU of these brethren of 
J ehoram were younger than he. hence 
not regularly entitled to the throne. 

Verse 3. T1teir father oave them; 
refers to a time before the date of 
V. 1. The statement is made to show 
us that the younger brothers of Je
horam had not been encouraged by 
their father to expe<:t the kingdom. 
although they were given much con
sideration otherwise. They received 
large bounUes of precious metal, also 
the possession ot fenced or walled 
cities. But the seniority ot Jehoram 
entitled. him to the throne. and his 
father had appointed him as his suc
cessor before he died. 

Verse 4. Jeboram was a wicked man. 
and was unreasonably suspicious of 
his younger brothers. There was no 
indication tbat they expected to reign. 
for their father had settled the matter 
before he died. When a man makes a 
distribution of his p088esslons per
sonally whtle l1ving, it indicates he 
does not want some other arrangement 
made after his death. Aa far as we 

can learn. these brothers had aecepted 
their father's settlement, content with 
the favors that had been bestowed upon 
them. Notwithstanding, and utterlY 
regardless of all the considerations set 
forth in the preceding verse, Jehoram 
was evil· minded toward his brothers 
and determined to remove them from 
his presence. These Innocent victims 
were murdered 800n after the new 
king took the throne. 

Verse 5. Reigned in Jenualem i8 an 
expression used frequently. It Is to 
keep us clear 88 to which city was the 
capital or Judah. This I. Important 
from the tact that other cities have, 
trom time to time. been the bead· 
quarters of the people of God; but one 
only, Jerusalem, was the capital of 
the original kingdom. 

Verse 6. Walked . .. way, ... 1clf&{1' 
Of 1 Brael. Such a comparison was BUm· 
cient to classify any man, for every 
king of Israel (the 10 tribes) was an 
idolater and otherwise a wicked man. 
But while all of them were wicked. 
some were worse than others. and 
among the very worst ones was Ahab. 
For he had the dauohter 01 Ahab to 
unle; the writer accounts for the 
wickedness of Jehoram by this fact. 
That is significant. and let us get a 
view of the great danger connected 
with the marriage between God's peo
ple and those who are not. Serious 
dU'llculties Bre always Ukely to result. 

Verse 7. Hou.se 01 Davct means the 
family of David. The throne passed 
trom father to son on down through 
the generations, unless an exception 
was made due to some serious fault of 
the beir. The Lord had promIsed David 
that his descendants should come upon 
the throne of Judah In their proper 
order, and thus the sins of Jehoram 
were overlooked and he was permitteCl 
to retain his seat. 

Verse 8. The revolt of the Edomites 
fulfilled the prediction made by Isaac 
to Esau, recorded in Gen. 27: 40. After 
Jacob had. stolen the blessing of his 
father trom Esau, the latter begged 
for something In the form of a bleBB· 
ing. Isaac then made the predIction, 
"When thou shalt have the dominion, 
thou shalt break his yoke from off 
thy neck." The Edom1tes were de
ecendanta from Eaau, and their revolt 
In the days of Jehoram fulfilled the 
precUction made by the aged patriarch, 
ISaac. 

Verses 9, 10. It waa natUral that the 
ktng of Judah would try to overcome 
the rebellion or the Edomltes, 10 be 
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attacked their forces near him and 
Blew many of them; the revolt, how~ 
ever, could not be put down. And the 
success ot the Edomites encouraged 

' the city ot LJbnah. a royal ODe of 
the canaanites, to rebel against Je
haram. This revolt also was allowed 
to succeed. because he htuJ, forsaken 
the L01'it Goit Of hi. fathers. 

Verse 11. We bave BeeD already (1 
Kt. 3: 2) that the high places were not 
always such bad things, yet were in 
an unlavored clan. And when bullt 
by a man like Jehoram, were always 
used for evll purposes. In the Uteral 
sense, fornication means unlawful in
timacy between the sexes. The evil Is 
used to Ulustrate the unlawful relig
Ious intimacy between the people of 
the Lord and any otber god. The 
people ot Judah were encouraged by 
the wickedness of Jehoram to commit 
both fleshly and spiritual fornication. 
In fact, the two kinds seemed to go 
together, as in the case of the men of 
Benjamin (Num. 25) an outstanding 
instance. Rev. 2 : 14 expressly connects 
fornication with the idolatry of this 
occasion. The reader is advised to see 
the remarks made on this subject at 
Num. 25, in the first volume of this 
Commentary. 

Verses 12, 13. Elijah was a national 
prophet but Dot one of the writers of 
the Bible. The writing he did was on 
specIal occasions such as the present 
one fa J ehoram. The ways of J ehosha
phat and Asa, kings of Judah, are con· 
trasted with those of the kings of 
Israel (the 10 tribes). That was be
cause the latter were, without excep. 
tion, Idolaters. Go a whoring means 
to go lusting, and Is spoken here with 
reference to spiritual uncleanness. See 
the comments at V. 11. The closing 
statement verities the comments made 
about the brethren of J ehoram at 
VB. 3, 4. 

Verses H, 15. The throne continued 
In the line of. David's hpuse In spite of 
the wickedness of Jehoram. But God 
did not let him escape all persotfal 
punishment, for he was to be smitten 
miraculously as will be noticed later 
on; his own family also was to be 
plagued. 

Verses 16, 11. Many misfortUnes can 
come to a royal family without chang· 
Ing the occupation of the throne. 
Among the things brought against Je. 
horam was the enmity of such heathen 
nattons as the Ph1l1sttnes and Arabians 
that were located In- the same general 
territory as tbe Ethloplano. Tber could 

not overthrow the throne, but were 
suttered to con1lscate the treasures that 
were then accumulated In the klng's 
palace. Besides taking these valuables, 
they bad kidnapped his wives and all 
ot his sons except Jehoahaz (&leo 
spelled Ahaziah). He was the young
est s.on and not entitled to the throne 
according to the law of Inheritance. 
However, he wae to receive it because 
of the absence of the oldest brother as 
explained here. 

Verses 18. 19. This aMlcUon was pre
dieted In V. 15, benee It was brought 
on by a miracle. It was a fatal disease 
but not swift In Its progress, tor he 
ltngered on for two years. It was a 
decaying form of disease, so that In 
the last stages his bowels were ex~ 
pelJoo from his bOdy 1n the proceBS of 
regular discharges and resulted In his 
death. Made no bu.rning refers to the 
burning of Incense and sweet odors 
tbat was practiced often in connection 
with the burial of noted persons. (Ch. 
16: 14 ; 1 Sam. 31 : 12.) 

Verse 20. This 18 a summing up of 
the life ot Jeboram. WUhout being 
derired Is translated by Mottatt, "with 
no one to regret him." Being a de. 
scendant of David, he was burted In 
the city of David. His personal cor
ruptions were so great that he was 
not burled In the sepulchres allotted 
to the other kings. 

2 CHRONICLES 22 
VerBe 1. The dividIng of tbe Btble 

into chapters sometimes interruPts a 
thought. This verse Is a continuation 
of the close of the preceding chapter. 
Hi. younge" Bon, then, means the 
youngest of Jeboram. The explanation 
Is given, also. of why the youngest son 
was made king J' it was because the 
others had been slain. It should be 
fUrther observed that had the oldest 
SOD been living to occupy the throne, 
the worda made k i ng would not have 
been used. The simple statement would 
have been given that he reIgned, with
out the explanation preceding it as to 
why it was so. 

Verse 2. The account here gives 42 
years as the age of Ahaziah when be 
began to reign, whereas it Is 22 ac· 
cording to 2 Ki. 8: 26. The scribes 
were not Inspired men, and their work 
was to copy the manuscript of the In· 
spired original. A worn or faded copy 
could easily be misread, especially in 
the matter ot numbers which was ex
pressed by letters. This does not af· 
teet the authenticity of their work, for 
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Jesus never called them In Question 
on that point. even whlle making other 
serious charges. Had they been in
accurate in the important features of 
their work 8S transcribers, we are 
sure that the Lord would have men
tioned it. tor that would bave been 
more serious than any of the other 
evils of which be accused them. Atba
liab Is called the daughter of Omri; 
that is trom a word with a wide ex
tent of meaning. Strictly speaking, 
she was the granddaughter of Omr!, in 
the same sense in which Belshazzar is 
called the SOD of Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 
5: 22), when be was his grandson. Atba
Uah was the daughter of Ahab who 
was the son of Omri. The wickedness 
of Abab was commonly known, and 
by jumping back a generation to the 
grandmother, who also was a wicked 
person, the character of Ahaziah's 
mother can be understood. 

Verse 3. This verifies the remarks 
on the preceding verse. Since Ahazlah's 
mother was the daughter of Abab, her 
counsel for the son was tinctured with 
the evU principles of that man, who 
also was influenced by his wicked 
wife Jezebel. 

Verse 4. H01J.8e 01 Ahab Is the ante
cedent of they, and sets fortb the 
source of Ahaz!ah's training. This bad 
influence resulted In his destruction. 

Verse 6. There were two men named 
Jehoram, one a king ot Israel and the 
other a king of Judah. And each of 
these names also was sometimes spelled 
"Joram." Another fact that might 
cause some confusion was their living 
and reigning at the same time in a 
part of their reigns. These thoughts 
should be kept in mind while reading 
the names; switching back and forth 
between Judah and Israel. The in· 
:Ouence of evil counsel was shown in 
that Ahaziah formed an all1ance with 
the king of Israel in warfare. 

Verses 6. In the battle with the 
Syrians, Joram, king of Israel (the 
10 tribes) was wounded and went to 
Jezreel for treatment. Ahaziah (here 
called Azariah) further showed his 
interest in him by visiting him in that 
city. The outcome will give an in
stance of the evll consequences of 88So
ciation with unworthy characters. 

Verse 7. The destruction of Ahazlah 
had been determined by the Lord, and 
the occasion for bringing it about was 
this very circumstance of bis coming 
to Jezreel to see Joram. Whl1e calling 
on him, the word came that Jehu was 

approaching. No ... this maD had been 
chosen by the Lord to overthrow the 
house of Ahab, of which Joram (or 
Jehoram) was a wicked member. To 
oppose Jehu, therefore, would be the 
same as opposing the plans of God, 
and that was what Abaziah did when 
he joined in with the wounded man, 
and went out against Jehu. 

Verse 8. Jehu was really engaged In 
executing the judgment of God on the 
house of Ahab. when he came across 
some chief men of Judah who had 
been· serving Ahazlab. Upon meeting 
these men Jehu slew them, which was 
the beginning of Ahazlah's downfall. 

Verse 9. When Ahazlah saw that 
deteat was about to come he tr1ed to 
escape and had succeeded in reaching 
some hiding place In Samaria, capital 
of the 10 tribes. He was found and 
brought before Jehu where be was 
slain. He was given a respectful burial 
because he was the son (grandson) of 
Jehoshaphat, who was a very right· 
eous man. 

Verses 1()"12. AthaUah was a wicked 
woman with wicked ambitions. The 
seed. royal means the near relatives of 
the royal line, one of whom would 
ascend the throne In the absence of a 
direct heir. In order to acquire the 
throne tor herself, she formed the 
awful plot of murdering all of these 
relatives. One was enabled to escape 
by the watchfulness of his aunt. who 
hid him In a private room for six 
years, during which time AthaJlah 
reigned by usurpation. 

2 CHRONICLES 23 
Verse 1. When an heir to the throne 

was too young to act as king, the 
attalrs were managed by the priest In 
tbose days. Joash was but an infant 
when he barely escaped death at the 
hands of AthaUab. The woman who 
saved him was the wife of Jebolada 
the priest. When the boy was in his 
seventh year, tbis priest concluded it 
was time to do something on behalf 
of the rightful heir to the throne. He 
formed a group of army men who were 
captains over hundreds of soldiers. 

Verse 2. As a starter for the action, 
they went throughout the various cities 
and gathered the Levites, together 
with the elderly men of Israel (Israel· 
ltes in general), and came to Jeru
salem, the capital of the Kingdom of 
Judah. 

Verse 3. Covenant 'WIth th. Iring 
means the covenant was on hi8 behalf. 
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The procedure was being handled by 
the priest since the king was but a 
young lad. He said means the priest 
said, for he was leading the move
ments for the king. 

Verses 4, 5. The arrangement de
scribed was to safeguard the impor
tant transaction about to be under
taken. Not only was the throne then 
being held unlawfully, but it was by 
an unscrupulous woman who was al
ready guilty of multiple murder. Noth
ing must be left undone to prevent her 
escape from the fate due her. The 
priest classified his forces into three 
parts. The ones from the priestly tribe 
were to guard the entrances to the 
temple,· giving special attention on the 
sabbath days. Another group was to 
stand guard at the king's palace, while 
another part was to stand guard 
further outward, protecting the foun
dation of the gate. The above assign
ments were for special groups of men 
and at special places. Then the people 
in general were to be on hand ·for 
any possible need. The courts of the 
temple were open to the public, and 
the bulk of the citizens received orders 
to be present in these courts. 

Verse 6. The priests only were 
allowed to enter the temple proper. but 
their service was to be protected from 
possible violence by the people "stand
ing by" in the courts. This grand setup 
appears to have been intended as a 
permanent arrangement, but no one 
knew just when the opportune time 
would come for the climax nor how 
long it would take; every precaution 
must be taken. 

Verse 7. It was not customary for a 
new king to be crowned in the manner 
that was being planned for J oash. 
But the circumstances were very un
usual. in that a woman had usurped 
the throne, wading to it through a 
torrent of blood. The king was to be 
escorted in and out of the temple, the 
Levites forming the bodyguard in close 
contact. 

Verse 8. The orders of Jehoiada 
were obeyed to the letter. Dismissed 
not the courses refers to the courses 
or turns that David had instituted for 
the priests, after the eligible men be
came too numerous to be needed at 
the same time. (1 Chr. 24.) But the 
occasion now is exceptional, and called 
for the combined service of all eligible 
men. 

Verse 9. As possible violence was 
feared, the priest gave the men the 

weapons that had belonged to David, 
the first king ot the tribe ot Judah. 

Verse 10. The spot selected for the 
crowning act was in front of the 
temple, facing the altar. The armed 
men formed a guard that reach~d 
from side to side of the temple. 

Verse 11. Within this impressive 
setting the king was given his posi
tion. There, with the guard all ready 
for any possible emergency, a crown 
was placed on his head. The august 
formality was concluded with the 
anointing of the king by the priest and 
his sons, and the acclamation, "God 
save the king." 

Verse 12. While the foregoing ac
tions were proceeding, Athaliah was in 
the palace which she was occupying 
unlawfully. The sound made by the 
people caught her ears, and she came 
to the temple to investigate. 

Verse 13. When she arrived at the 
house of the Lord an imposing scene 
met her. The young king, whom she 
thought she had. murdered, was; at his 
post by the entrance, wearing the royal 
crown. Nearby was the retinue of chief 
men, ready to support him by force if 
necessary. At the same time, the mighty 
chorus of singers and trumpeters, ac
companied by various instruments of 
music, aU sounded in the ears of the 
wicked usurper like a death knell. She 
rent her clothes, which was a custom 
when people were under great tension 
from grief or anxiety. With a de· 
spairing wail, like a swan song, she 
impudently shouted. Treason, Treason. 
There is an old saying that a thief 
sometimes tries to divert attention 
from himself by crying, "Stop thief." 
Such an attitude was manifested by 
this wicked woman. 

Verses 14, 15. Ranges means the 
rows of soldiers. Forth 01 the ranges 
means to bring her ont through or 
between the rows of soldiers, to con
duct her from where she was to some 
other place for execution. He bad told 
them not to slay her in the house of 
God. She was such a wicked woman, 
and did not deserve even to have the 
honor of being slain in such a holy 
place. As they began their death 
march, the priest gave orders to kill 
any who would try to follow. Curiosity 
alone might be the motive for follow
ing. yet it might be for the purpose of 
interfering with the execution. But 
whatever the motive, such persons 
must be killed. The place selected for 
the execution was very appropriate for 
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such an unworthy ' person. It was at 
the horae gate, "by the way by which 
the horses came Into the klng's house." 

. (2 Kl. 11: 16.) 
Verse 16. This verse Is similar, in 

some respects, to the call that Moses 
made on the occasion of the golden 
calt. (Ex. 32: 26.) The wicked woman 
bad Buttered idolatry to creep Into the 
practices of the people. The woman 
was out of the way. now it would be 
in line to clarity the stand of the 
pe<)ple. The priest formed a covenant 
between the new king and his people. 
that they should be known as the 
people of the Lord. not of Baal. They 
agreed to the proposition as the next 
verse will show. 

Verse 17. This verse 18 what verifies 
the statements on the preceding one. 
Actions speak for the beart. and by 
declaring themselves In favor of the 
true. 

Verse 18. It would be expected tbat 
the worship of Baal would diarupt the 
lawful kind. Now that the evll had 
been destroyed. the way was opened 
to reinstate the true service. Offtces 
means the duties; Jehotada appointed 
the duties or offices or offiCial tasks 
pertaining to the bouse ot the Lord. 
These tasks could be performed only by 
the Levltes, lawfully, and by those par· 
tlcular Levltee who were priests ; the 
descendants ot Aaron. Di.stributed in 
the house 01 the Lord. denotes that the 
priests were given their particular a&

slgnments so that the whole service 
would be orderly. 

Verse 19. The porters were the same 
a8 janitors, but the specific item of 
8uch a job that was expected of these 
meD was to watch the doors, and see 
that no one entered who was unclean. 
The law ot Moses was very definite in 
requiring aU who participated in the 
sacrifices to be clean. 

Verse 20. The persons mentioned 
bad been at the temple. engaged in 
the ceremonies of crowning the king. 
The proper place for the ruler was in 
the palace. hence Jehoiada had this 
great assembly to attend the king as 
he was escorted to the throne. High 
gate reters to one more Important. It 
18 deserJbed tn 2 KI. 11 : 19 8S Uthe 
gate at the guard." It was fitting to 
bring the king in through a gate that 
was guarded, for a revolution about 
the throne had taken p1ace. and every 
precaution was in order. . 

Verse 21. The mere fact of a woman 
having been slain should not cause 

rejoiCing. The moUve of the rejoicing 
was the knowledge that a murderous 
usurper had been slain. 

2 CHRONICLES 24 
Verse 1. It was a common practice 

ot historians to make a brief state
ment that covered the Ufe of a promi· 
nent man, in general. then tollow with 
the detaUs. The enUre Ufe at Joash 
was only -47 years. because he met & 
violent death a.s we shall see. 

Verses 2, 3. This paragraph also is 
a general statement, extending over 
the entire life of Joash. As long as he 
had the good influence of J eholada to 
guide him, he did what was right. He 
listened to the wise counsel at the 
priest even in the selection of wives. 
when he became old enough for 
marriage. 

Verse 4. The antecedent ot thil Is 
the b!rth of the eb!ldren of Joash. 
The statement shows that the king, 
though being influenced by the good 
priest. yet wa.s acting "on his own" 
Since he wa.s no longer a minor. AU 
buUdlngs are subject to decay, es
pecially if neglected. The Interest in 
id01atrous worship had detracted trom 
the bunding where the true worship 
was practiced. Joash wished to undo 
the damage by repairing the house at 
the Lord. 

Verse 5. The Levltes In general, and 
the priests in particular, were told to 
go out at once and begin conecting 
money from the people. It was ex
pected that much time would be reo 
quired to complete the work, bence it 
is stated they were to attend to this 
collection from year to year. But they 
were told to be prompt in starting the 
collecting, an order that was not 
obeyed. 

Verse 6. Jeholada was doubtless 
feel1ng the weight of years. He was 
a good man and interested fn the work 
of the Lord, but had become somewhat 
slow In promoting the work of collect· 
ing the money. The reference to the 
law of Moses does not mean that the 
repair ot the house or God, such as 
was needed just now, was speCifically 
meant by the law. At any tIme that 
money was ne4!ded for the Lord's ser· 
vice the people In general were to 
furnish It. The Levites were not re
quired to make this contribution since 
they had no income resulting from 
production. 

Verse 7. The usual degeneration at 
a buUd1ng referred to above, was not 
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the only thing that had damaged the 
house of the Lord. The sons of AthaUah 
had used violence against it, and had 
taken the treasures out of it and used 
them in the service of Baalim (plural 
for Baal). 

Verses 8, 9. This chest was a slotted 
box to receive the money. Since it 
was a speCial collection, it was proper 
to provide a convenient place in which 
the people could deposit their gifts. 
The obligation laid upon them by 
Moses referred to the law of contribu4 

tions in general; the special collection 
would come under that law. The 
proclamation was spread throughout 
the country, but the people were to 
bring their money to Jerusalem and 
put it In this chest. 

Verse 10. Rejoiced, ana brought in. 
This is suggestive of the same prin· 
clple taught by Paul In 2 Cor. 9: 7. 
God will not bless a gift that is offered 
while the donor is In an unwilUng 
frame of mind. It must have been a 
genuine pleasure to contribute to such 
a worthy cause that was before the 
people of Judah. Their holy temple 
had been violated through the influence 
of one of the wlckedest of women, and 
its treasures turned over to a false 
god. That woman was out of the way 
and the true worship again was being 
restored. Until they had, made an end 
means the contributions kept coming 
in until sufflcient funds were collected 
to pay for the needed repairs. 

Verse 11. The space in the chest 
would not hold the entire amount of 
money required for the work on hand. 
When it was necessary to empty it, 
two men took charge of the money. 

Verse 12. This verse is a simple 
business statement of how the money 
was put out after having been col
lected from the people. The setup in
dicates that men with the proper 
trades were employed to repair the 
house. 

Verse 13. Work was perfected means 
it was completed. To set the house in 
his state denotes that it was put back 
into its original condition and rein
forced. 

Verse 14. Since the holy vessels had 
been taken out of the temple, it was 
necessary to get some more. Hence a 
part of the money was used for that 
purpose as well as for repairing the . 
house. The verse covers aU of the 
days of Jehoiada regarding the service. 
After the building had been repaired 
and the holy vessels replaced, the true 

service of sacrifices was reinstated 
and continued. 

Verses 15, 16. Jehoiada was a priest, 
but he was buried among the kings 
because of his good deeds in behalf of 
the Lord and his house. It wlll be 
remembered that he virtually was a 
king while Joash was young, and In~ 
fiuenced him tor good. It was fitting, 
therefore, to give him that kind of a 
burial. 

Verse 17. This Is a verse where we 
may "read between the lines." Obei
sance is from a word with a wide 
range of meaning. Strong defines it, 
"a primitive root; to depress, I. e. pros~ 
trate (especially reflexively in homage 
to royalty or God.)" In the King James 
Version it has been translated by, 
bow down, humbly beseech, fall down. 
crouch, etc. Since "humbly beseech" 
is one of the meanings, the connection 
shows that the princes had "an ax to 
grind," and preceded their petition 
with a flattering attitude toward the 
king. It had the effect they desired, 
for it says the king hearkened. 

Verse 18. Idols were always wrong, 
groves were usually so. But there was 
a certain amount of indefiniteness 
about the right and wrong of them. 
See my comments at 2 Ki. 17: 16 on 
the groves and trees. JudaJl, and Jeru,. 
salem are mentioned together because 
the first was the name of the kingdom, 
and the second was its capital. 

Verse 19. The prophets had a great 
work to perform in the time of the 
Old Testament. They uttered· the pre
dictions of God when directed to do so, 
and were the ones who stood on the 
"walls of Zion" to admonish the people 
concerning their duties, and the danger 
of departing from the Uvlng God. 
Would not give ear corresponds to 
Isa. 1: 3. The reason the people did 
not know any better in the days of 
that man of God was, they "did not 
consider." In the days of Jeholada. or 
soon thereafter, the people "would not 
give ear." As one result, they over
looked their duties and brought upon 
themselves the wrath of God. 

Verse 20. Spirit of God oome, etc. 
The prophets, Uke the apostles of 
Christ, were Inspired only while writ
Ing or speaking the messages of God. 
Zechariah was Inspired to deliver an 
admonition to the people. Stood. Is 
from a word with both a literal and a 
figurative meaning. Doubtless It was 
used in both senses here. It was impor
tant that the hearers see the speaker 
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as well as hear him. The same pre
cautlon haa been taken in other CASeS, 
for we read that Ezra stood upon a 
pulpit of wood (Neh. 8: 4). It was true 
also that Zechariah was above or over 
the veople In importance and knowl· 
edge. He explained that God bad for
saken them because they had forsaken 
him. Zechariah was Dot a prophet in 
the ordinary sense ot the word, but 
was specially inspired for the occasion 
80 that he might gIve the people au
thoritative instruction. 

Verse 21. This stoning is mentioned 
by Christ In Matt. 23: 35, but In that 
place Zacharias is called the SOD ot 
Barachias, while our present passage 
shows him to have been the son of the 
priest Jeholada. Smith's Bible Dic
tionary gives a reasonable explanation 
by saying that Barachias was his 
grandfather. There is nothing strained 
about the explanation, for we are sure 
ot some other instances where a grand· 
son was called a Bon. Belshazzar is 
called the son ot Nebuchadnezzar in 
Dan. 5: 22, when we know he was bis 
grandson, according to secular history. 
for Nabunldas, tather ot Belshazzar. 
married the daughter ot Nebuchad
nezzar, and Belshazzar was their son. 
Rawlinson, Ancient History, Page 49. 
In th.e court Is equivalent to between 
the temple and the altar in the state
ment of Jesus. 

Verse 22. The pronouns are some· 
what contusing. The antecedent of his 
In both cases is Zechariah. Hi1t~ refers 
to Joash, whUe he in both instances 
means Zechariah. Using the nouns for 
the pronouns, the verse would read 
thus: "Joash the king remembered not 
the kindness which Jehoiada, Zecha
riah's father had done to Joash, but 
slew Jeboiada's son. And when Zecha
riah died," etc. Require it means that 
the Lord would require the guilty per
son to sutrer for it. The suffering will 
be shown in the events to be recorded 
in the next few verses. 

Verse 23. Syria was the country just 
north of Palestine. The host of Syria 
means the army of that government. 
They came to Jerusalem, which was 
the capital of Judah. The princes were 
leading men among the people of 
Judah, and were destroyed by the Syr
ian army. When they got the men 
of Judah under control, they took their 
personal belongings from them and 
sent them back home to their king. 
He was at Damascus because that was 
the capital at Syria. 

Verse 24. Small company Is men· 
ttoned to emphasize the tact that the 
Lord was helping the Syrians. If they 
could overcome a 'Very great h08t of 
the Israelites, It would have to be by 
the help ot God. In helping the SyrIans 
against Joasb and the princes at Judah, 
the threat was carried out that was 
meant by the words require it. 

Verse 26. The army of Syria was 
content at the havoc that bad been 
wrought against the princes of Judah 
and the property that had. been ac· 
quired; they did not care about Joash 
personally. Besides, he had fallen a 
victim ot some disease and could do 
no harm to anybody, so the invaders 
lett him to his fate, whatever that 
might be. But the king was not des· 
tined to escape personal judgment 
even though the Syrians departed tram 
him. Being in bed, his own servants 
attacked him because or his wrongs 
against the sons of Jehoiada. There 
was nothing right in the actions of' 
Joash In bis treatment at the 80ns of 
the priest, but two wrongs do not 
make one right. These servants ot the 
kIng did wrong also when they took 
advantage of him in his sickness, and 
assassinated bim. They not only slew 
him, but further dishonored his body 
by retuslDg it burial in the sepulchres 
of the kings. 

Verse 26. The most interesting fact 
of this conspiracy Is that it was headed 
by some descendants of Lot, the Am
monites and Moabltes.. 

Verse 27. A reference is made to 
some "outside" history. See my com
ments at 1 K1. 14: 19 for explanation 
of such a subject. 

2 CHRONICLES 25 
Verse 1. The place where Amaziah 

reIgned is given because the kingdom 
or the 10 tribes bad. other clUes for its 
capitals. Jerusalem was the original 
headquarters of God's people, and 
Judah was favored in that it retained 
vosse&aloD. of that city. The mother's 
name was given because the king! bad 
plurality of wives and the writer 
wished us to know which was the 
mother of the man being considered. 

Verse 2. Due credit was given al· 
wayS to the actions of men, but their 
failings also were noted. The short
comings or Amaziah will show up 
partly In the history. 

Verses 3, 4. Amaziah would have 
reigned atter his father, although he 
had been permitted to live out his 
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natural Ufetlme. The fact of his re
ceiving the throne much earlier than 
was to have been expected. did not 
bUnd him to the great guUt of his 
father's assassins. Therefore, as soon 
as his p08session of the throne was 
made certain, be executed those con
spirators. 

Verse 5. Wartare was the "order of 
the day" In those years, and it was 
important that the king be prepared. 
Judah, and Benjamin are both men
tioned. booause both tribes were In
cluded In the kingdom, although Judah 
gave the Dame to ft. being the larger 
tribe. 

Verse 6. It was not an uDuaRa} tbing 
tor a king Of other milttary leader to 
hire soldiers Into his service. Such 
men arc called mercenaries, and the 
arrangement is DOt considered neces
sarily objectionable. However. there 
was a special reason why it was an 
unfavorable movement in the case of 
Amazlah. 

Verse 7. A man 01 God means some 
man sent from God far a special rea
son; to deliver to Amaziah a protest 
against his hiring men out of the king
dom ot Israel (the 10 tribes) . God 
was not favorably disposed toward that 
kIngdom and would not prosper any 
work attempted in connection with it. 
Ephraim Is a term that came to be 
used, both In history and the writings 
of the prophets. to reter to the 10 
tribes. It is well worded in Smith's 
Bible Dictionary thus: "Atter the 
revolt of Jeroboam the history of 
Ephraim 18 the history of the kingdom 
of Israel . since not only did the tribe 
become a k ingdom. but the kingdom 
embraced little besides the tribe." 

Verse 8. Amazlah was turther warned 
that it he insisted on using tbese hired 
men of Israel he would fail In the 
battle. An additions) reason was given 
for not using the legions at merce
naries in the words, God hath power to 
help, and to cast down. It a battle is 
not favored, all the multitudes in the 
world would not give a man succe88. 
This is taught also by Paul In Rom. 
8: 31. 

Verse 9. Amaziah was convinced that 
he should not use the hired soldiers. 
But he was worried about the money 
he bad paid them In advance Bnd 
whIch he could not get back from 
them. The man at God assured hIm 
that tbe Lord would more than repay 
him for bia financial loss_ 

Verse 10. Amaziah dismissed the 
men be had hIred out at Ephraim (the 

10 tribes), and told them to go home. 
We would take that as a special favor, 
to have all that money and yet not 
have to fight. The account Bays they 
Were angry over it. The explanation 
is that it was a sbock to their milttary 
pride. They felt that it was the same 
8S if Arnaziah had said to tbem, " I 
can get along in my battle just as 
well without your services as with 
them, so you may go borne." They 
wUl show their resentment by their 
actions before the affair Is over. 

Verse 11. VaUey 01 saZt was a region 
not far from the Dead Sea, otherwise 
caUed the Salt Sea. Ohildren. 01 8eir 
means the Edornites because Mount 
Sell' was a central point in the terri
tory occupied by that I>eople. 

Verse 12. War is a terrible pro
cedure. and includes various methods 
of destruction. The Edomites who 
could not be captured sUve were slain 
in battle. There were 10,000 who were 
taken alive and were to be destroyed 
in a mass. It was accomplished by 
thrusting them down a rocky precipice. 

Verse 13. This verse records the 
revenge that was intimated at verse 
10. The men whom Amazlah hired 
and then dismissed, "took their spite 
out" on him by attacking some at his 
cities and killing many ot the Inhabl· 
tants. 

Verse 14. The ronduct of Amazlah 
In thIs case is dlm.cult it not impossible 
to explain. It does not have the small 
token that Abu had on a similar oc
casion (Ch. 28: 23) which will be con
sidered at the proper time. There Is 
nothing present over otber Instances 
of Idolatry. What we know is that 
mankind has always been inclined to 
worship a gad that can be seen and 
touched. 

Verse 16. God sent a prophet to 
speak to Amazlah. (Heb. 1: 1.) The 
reasoning ot the prophet was very 
logical. If Amaziah was able to deteat 
the Edomites in spite of their gods, 
why would he worship them as if they 
were being stronger than he? 

Verse 16. Art thou. made 01 the 
king's counsel was another way of tetl
ing the prophet that he had not been 
asked for any of his advice. The king 
further threatened to use violence 
agaInst the prophet. He did not offer 
any more advice, but made a predic
tion that God would overthrow him 
for rejecting ' the counsel of a prophet. 

Verse 17. Too" advice. The first 
word is not in the original as a sepa-
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rate term. The second Is from TAA1'8 
and Strong defines It. "a primitive 
root; to advise; reflexivelY. to deUber
ate or resolve." Among the words by 
which It has been rendered in the A. V. 
are determine. devise, purpose. That 
makes the matter clear. Amaziab telt 
above taking any advice from another, 
but made up his own mind, urged on 
by the success of his encounter with 
the Edomltes. With that fact to putt 
bim Ull in pride, he resolved to make 
another try at battie to win more 
glory. See one another in. the face 
when said by ODe mil1tary man to an
otber was the same as challenging him 
to close contact in battle. 

Verse 18. The king of Israel (the 10 
tribes) understood what was prompt· 
tng Amaziah's challenge, and tried to 
get him to drop the case, by telling 
him a fable. In order to appreciate the 
force or it we must understand that 
the cedars of Lebanon were always 
considered. among the loftiest and most 
elegant of trees. A thistle would be 
about as much of a contrast as one 
could imagine. Next. transfer the 
thought to people whose social ranks 
were as different from each other as 
were the artistic qualities of the cedar 
and the thistle. To ask a cedar for his 
daughter in marriage to the son of the 
thistle would be the height ot insult. 
Even the beasts ot the field would be 
shocked at the Impudence at such a 
proposal upon hearing it. and put an 
end to the affair by trampling down 
the thistle. This table was a tlgurative 
hint to Amazlah ot the tate that would 
come to him for his inappropriate 
challenge. 

Verse 19. The king of Israel then 
spoke seriously and correctly. He ex
plained to him that bis success over 
the Edomites had purred him up, and 
advised him to stay at hOlDe. 

Verse 20. God never forces a good 
man to become a bad one, nor leads 
him against his will to do the wrong 
thing. But if he chooses to commit a 
grievlous iniquity that deserves some 
appropriate and spectal punishment. 
then be often does direct him into the 
channel that -wlll bring upon hIm the 
needed penalty. This Is the explana
tion of the verse. in which we have 
the sin noted. for which the punish
ment was brought, becau,e they 80ug1U 
alter the gods 01 Eaom. 

Verse 21. The expreSBton used In 
verse 17 is repeated bere, meaning 
that they came into close contact in 

battle. The spot or the encounter was 
Judah's territory. 

Verse 22. Put to the 'WOr8e denotes 
that the battle went agatnst the army 
of Amazlah. The actual number of 
casualttes is not stated, but the deteat 
was so severe that the meD of Judah 
fled from the field or battle and sought 
shelter In their camp. 

Verse 23. The king of Judah was 
permitted to live, but was captured 
and taken to his capital, Jerusalem, 
where he was released. But Joash had 
been admitted into the city with its 
king tn custoday, alter he bad de
stroyed part of the wall. 

Verse 24. Joash took advantage of 
his presence inside the city at Jeru
salem to plunder it and take Its trea
sures as booty of war. Whtle at it. he 
also plundered the palace or its valu
ables. ROltage,- is tram two Hebrew 
words that mean, when combined, the 
holding of persons regarded with high 
esteem as an assurance against tuture 
disturbance. Amazlah had intruded 
into the rights at Joash, witbout prov
ocation and against good advice, and 
be might do so again. Hence these 
persons were taken along wIth Joash 
as he returned to his capital at Sa
marta. Obed-edom was the man who 
had given refuge tor the ark when it 
was being transported toward Jeru
.. lem. (l Chr. 13: 14.) That good 
man would be highly eeteemed by the 
people of Judah, and they would be 
careful about his satety. Because ot 
these facts be was taken in band by 
Joash, along with other M8tagel, when 
he lett for his own kingdom. 

Verses 25, 26. These verses are Dot 
in chronological order, but are a gen
eral statement of the Ute of Amaziah. 
See the comments at 1 KI. 14: 19 in 
connection with references to outside 
books as further readIng matter. 

Verse 27. Going back Into the his
tory or Amaztah, the writer picks up 
the circumstances of his vIolent death. 
Conspiracy is always regarded un
favorably, as being an unlawful way 
or accomplishing a result. However, 
It is the Inspired writer who connects 
this conspiracy with the fact of Ama
zlah's having turned away from fol
lowing the Lord. That would give the 
conspiracy a show of having a good 
moUve at least. When the king recog
nized his danger he fled to Lachlsh, 
an important city not far from Jeru
salem. The conspirators followed him 
to that city and slew him there. He 
was brought back to Jerusalem for 



3 Chronicles 26 : HI 253 

burial. The citiJ/ 01 Judah. Is a general 
term referring to Zion in Jerusalem, 
according to 2 Kt. 14: 20. He was 
brought upon horse!, which Indicates 
that the conspirators regarded their 
action as being justified under the 
fules of war. According to Smith's 
Btble Dictionary the horse was used 
exclusively for warUke purposes. We 
may be confused. about wby Solomon 
was said to have been 80 much tnter
ested In horses, when he was a man 
of "peace" and never had a war. But 
his connection with them was com
mercial. See 1 Kl. 10: 28. 29. 

2 CHRONICLES 26 
Verse 1. The people . •. made him 

king. It means they went through the 
ceremonies of anointing him. The fact 
of his betng the son of the last pre
cedJng king was what entitled blm to 
the tbrone. The name Uzziah and 
Azaria1'l. are used Interchangeably, 80 
the reader should not be contused by 
the use ot either. It i8 significant that 
"all the people of Judah" had a part 
in placing Uzziah on the throne. It 
shows the unity of the nation in the 
sentiment in tavor ot him. 

Verse 2. Eloth w'as a city in the 
land of Edam. and it Is Bometimes 
spelled Elath. It seems to have been 
at one time taken over by the king 
at Judah. then allowed to tall into bad 
repair and sUp out of the use ot the 
natton. Uzzlah built it. which means 
he repaired it so that ita usefulness 
was again made available. 

Verse 3. Uzzlah (or Azariah) began 
to reign when but a youth, and had 
one or the long terms. Hia mother's 
name is given because his tather bad 
more tban one wlte. 

Verses ". 5. It Is very necessary to 
consider the two verses together. for 
that w1ll include the reference to the 
good priest Zechariah. In that disM 
pensatlon the Lord depended upon the 
prtests to be spokesmen to bold the 
people in the line of duty by their 
work of instruction and warning. See 
Lev. 10: 11; Deut. 17: 9; Mal. 2: 7. 
They were not lett to their mere human 
knowledge, but ha4 undentan4ing in 
the vl,ti"" 01 God.. It i. atllrmed that 
God made the king to prosper whlle he 
relled on him. 

Verse 6. The walls of cities were 
regarded as their main fortification. 
In breaking down the walJs of these 
Phtustine cUles, Uzzlah was weaken
ing their defense. At the same time 
he was destroying their strength, be 

was erecting towns In the territory ot 
the same people, which could be used 
for his Own opposition against them. 

Verse 7. In verse 5 it 1s said that 
God prospered Uzziah when he sought 
unto him. Hence we read that when 
he went about the work described, God 
helped him to the desired end. He 
also gave him success against the 
Arabians, a people descended from 
Ishmael, who were hostile against the 
children at Israel. 

Verse 8. The Ammonites were de
scendants trom Lot, and, although reM 
lated by blood. were always at enmity 
with the people of God. But Uzziah 
brought them Into subjection. tor they 
gave gift&, which means they paid 
taxes tor the support of the govern
ment. Uzzlab was BO successful In his 
government that he became known by 
the people as far away 88 the border· 
land <>t Egypt. 

Verse 9. The walls of Jerusalem bad 
a number of gates and eaeh bad a 
special name. Not all of them bad any 
partieular meaning, however, but were 
given 8S a mark of distinction for 
purposes of reference. The towerg 
were a sort of lookouts for observation 
uses, and tbey were located at the 
various gatea. The king also rein· 
forced the turning or corners of the 
wall, which made them more firm 
against attack, when the enemy 
brought bls batteringMram to bear. 

Verse 10. An enemy would not aIM 
ways come against the walls of a city 
for battle, but would pitch his eamp 
In the de,ert or open field. hence 
Uzziah buut Borne towers in such 
places. He c!fgged. m.anll wen, to care 
tor his cattle from time to time. These 
wells were made all over the territory, 
both in the low and high ground. These 
preparations were not all for mllltary 
uses alone, for he loved hmbandrv or 
agriculture. 

Verse 11. While interested In agri
culture, Uzzlah knew he should be pre
pared against Invasion by the enemy, 
hence he provided himself with a host 
or large company at fighting men. They 
were not a big crowd of men with 
no systematie method or operation. 
They were organized for service under 
the command ot special men In the 
cabinet of the king. JeieZ was ordl
nartly employed as a recorder and 
MAASEIAR was a ruler or leader among 
the people in peacetime activities. But 
these men took charge also of the 
troops when it was necessary to go 
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out in the m1Utary line. Hannaiah 
was one ot them, being ODe of his 
captains. 

Verses 12, 13. The numerical strength 
of the king's army was 2,600 men at 
the head, and 307,600 men under them. 
This was a mighty array of forces and 
helped the kIng In hlB Btand agaInst 
the beathen natioDs about him. 

Verse 14. No body of soldiers can 
be of service to their superior without 
weapons, 80 the king furnished all hiB 
men the necessary armaments. The 
8114elda were large plates of metal that 
could be held up against the missles 
of the enemy. and the spoors were long 
poles with sharp heads to hurl by the 
hand against the foe. H elmetll were 
caps with meta] plates for the protec
tion of the bead. Habergeons were 
coats made of leaves of metal. 80 ar
fanged that the wearer was protected, 
yet was free to move his body 8S neces
sity demanded. They might be com
pared to the feathers of a large bird, 
but made with strong metal. 

Verse 15. These enginu were instru
ments or a milttary nature only. and 
the name was never used in the BIble 
as we use it now. They could hurl 
large stones or other rorms of am
munition, and do eo with great force. 
Uzztah placed these engines on top or 
the towers mentioned in a previous 
verse. He p1aced them also on the 
bulwarks or fortified walls about the 
city. He used them to hurl two kinds 
of mieslles, large stones and darts. All 
of this equipment helped the king so 
much that be became generally known 
as a strong man. 

Verse 16. We have here a situation 
expressed the opposite of what Paul 
used In 2 Cor. 12: 10, where be says, 
"when I am weak. then am I strong." 
Uzzlab was strong in worldly accom
plishments and possessions. Instead of 
showing appreciation by making proper 
UBe of his advantages, he became vain 
or weak In mind. and overestimated 
his rlgbts. He presumed to act in a 
service that bad been speciftcaUy as
signed to another class of men, the 
priests of God. The handling of sacri
fices was generally done by the priests, 
yet It could be done lawfully by others 
and frequently was so done. But the 
burning of Incense was the exclusive 
work of the priests, and they were 
from the famlly of Aaron, who was of 
the trIbe or LevI. See Ex. 28: 1; 1; 
29: 29. 30; Num. 18: 8. 

Verse 17. Maria/> the prIest sbould 

not be confused with the same form 
that Is sometimes used for the king 
Uzzlah. Thla prleet took 80 OOliafl.t or 
brave other priests. with him and 
went Into the temple after the king. 
Surely, the presence of this large group 
of men ought to lmpreas the king with 
their dignity. It should Induce htm to 
give respectful attention. He knew 
that his proper place as king was In 
the palace, and that these other men 
were tn their aUotted place, the temple. 
But when a man presumes to go be
yond his bounds. he Is not likely to 
listen to reason. 

Verse 18. An of these men withstood 
Uzziah, which meaDS that they stood 
against him In his unlawful actions. 
They made a kindly but firm speech 
to the king, and gave bim the reason 
for their opposition to hiB doings. It 
was not because he was not a good 
man morany, nor because he did not 
know how such work ought to be done. 
nor because It was not the right time 
and place for such service. It was be
cause be was not the right omclal for 
it. The words llurn. incen.ae give us 
the direct key to the work and rights 
that disUnguish the priests from all 
other servants of God. Uzzlah was 
informed of this, and was told fUrther 
that he would be dishonored for his 
trespass. 

Verses 19-21. If a man Is shown to 
have committed a stn, and he is 
humble enough to acknowledge the 
sin, God 18 always gracious and wtll
tng to pardon. The sin of Uzziah at 
first was In presuming to perform an 
unathorlzed service. But the sin for 
which he was punished was his atti
tude toward It when he was rebuked. 
An authorized man of God declared to 
him the error be was committing and 
admonished him to cease. Not only 
that, he was told it would result In 
his dishonor and destruction. It a 
legitimate physician advises a man of 
a dangerous disease present in his 
body and points out the remedy. the 
victim generally feela grateful for the 
information, even though It is bad 
news. But Uzziah was so unreasonable 
that he resented being shown his own 
danger, and gave way to anger. The 
words of Solomon (Prov. 15: 10) were 
verified by the conduct of this king: 
"Correction 1& grievous unto him that 
forsaketh the way: and he that hateth 
reproof shall die." Leprosy was not 
a disease tbat was 8uddenly fatal, but 
it was a loathaome one, and subjected 
tile vlctlm. to gre.t lIumlllty. The 
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law of Moses required a leper to be 
in perpetual quarantine. (Lev. 13: 45, 
4,6.) Realizing his condition. Uzziah 
was quick to get out of the temple and 
go Into the perpetual isolation required 
by the law. While he Uved he was 
technically the king, although not per
mitted to act as such. During the re
mainder of hie days the straiTS of the 
kingdom were administered by his Bon 
Jotham. 

Verse 22. Isaiah was one of the 
writing prophets. He l1ved at the same 
time with Uzziah and naturaUy would 
have something to say about him. See 
Isa. 1: 1; 6: 1. 

Verse 23. Slept with hi, fathers is 
commented upon at 1 KI. 2: 10. The 
kings usually had spectal sepulchres 
set aside for their bodIes. Uzziah was 
a king, but because they 8aid. he i8 a 
leper, bis body was honored only by 
being buried in the general field of the 
burying ground, not in the spot of 
the kings' sepulchres. 

2 CHRONICLES 27 
Verse 1. The 16 years of the reign 

wlll not include those of his service 
before the death of bis father, but the 
peri~ of his own right as king. 

Verses 2. In the sight 01 the Lord 
Is a significant expression. Many things 
are right or approved in the sight of 
men that are wrong before the Lord. 
In fact It Is usually that way. (Luke 
16: 15.) HO'Wbeit Is the same as "ex
cept." The language of the verse might 
seem as if his not entering into the 
temple was an exception to his follow
ing tn the righteous footsteps of his 
father. We know that it was right for 
him not to enter the temple as his 
tather did. The exception is not made 
to the statement pertaining to the 
righteous conduct of Uzziah. The 
writer made a general reference to 
the life of the former king and said 
that his son followed in his steps. 
Then, realtzing that part of the life of 
Uzziah was not right · and should not 
have been imitated, he added the ex· 
ception noted. And while the life of 
Jotham generally was good, he was 
somewhat short of his duty in not 
curbing the corruptions of the v~ople. 

Verse 3. When historians are writ· 
ing up the good deeds of kings or 
other prominent men, they generally 
point out the things that indicate their 
interest in the public good. Hence we 
are told that Jotham bullt (repaired) 
the high gate which means the upper 

or most important one. It was so con
sidered because it was "the king's gate 
eastward." (1 Chr. 9: 18.) Ophel was 
a prominent elevation in the vicinity 
of Jerusalem and there was a wall or 
tower there; Jotham repaired that 
place. 

Verse 4. Always It should be reo 
membered that when a man 1s said to 
have "built" something, it does not 
necessarily mean that he constructed 
it (or the first time; it often denotes 
that be rebuilt or repaired it. Oastles 
and towers were insU tutions for de
fense and other military purposes. 
Jotham was concerned about the se· 
curlty or the nation, and took all these 
steps with that In view. 

Verse 5. Jotbam was so victoriOUS 
in his wars with the Ammonites that 
he forced them to pay hlm tribute for 
three years. 

Verse 6. The success ot Jotham Is 
explained by the fact of his regard for 
the Lord. Prepared his ways means 
he established his conduct in the light 
of what the Lord would consIder right. 

Verse 7. This verse refers to some 
.. outside" writings covering the same 
subject matter that has been considered 
here. See the comments at 1 Ki. 14: 19. 

Verse 8. This Is a repetition of 
verse 1. 

Verse 9. Slept with his fathe,., calls 
for the comments at 1 Kt. 2: 10. Jo
tham was buried in tbe cit'll of David, 
otherwise called Mount Zion, a main 
spot in Jerusalem. 

2 CHRONICLES 28 
Verse 1. David is called the tather 

of Ahaz by way of respecL There had 
been many generations since him, but 
he was the first king of the tribe of 
Judah. 

Verse 2. Every king of Israel (the 
10 tribes) was an idolater, hence this 
general reference to them which is 
done 90 many times. There were three 
methods of shaping the meta11tc idols; 
carving; hammering and casting or 
molten. Baalim Is the plural rorm of 
Baal, and that form was used some
times because there were so many 
places where an image was erected to 
that false god. 

Verse 3. The valley of Hinnom is 
sometimes connected with the 80n of 
Hinn011l. with reterence to the orr· 
spring of the founder of those rites. 
Burnt incen,e means he offered sacri· 
fices in that valley in service to the 
heathen deity, On the offering at hu· 
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man saeritlea see the comments at 2 
KI. 16: 3. 

Verse 4. Idolatrous sacrifices were 
wrong wherever practiced. The men
tlon of all these places is to show the 
degree of Jnlquity to whieh Ahaz had 
gone. High place, (see 1 Kt. 3: 2) 
were the elevations made by man, the 
hills were those made by nature. and 
the trees were those either planted for 
the purpose of Idolatry. or were se
lected out of the groves and conse
crated to the false worship. 

Verse 6, God frequently punished 
his disobedient servants by delivering 
them Into the hand of some otber man. 
A mao can be killed but once, yet Ahaz 
was smitten by two different men. 
That is because when a certain king 
smote him tt means merely that he 
was attacked. The severity or extent 
of the damage Is never determined by 
that word. Thus we read that the 
kings of both Syria and Israel (the 10 
tribes) 8mote this king ot Judah. Of 
course, many of his men were smitten 
to the extent that they were slain, and 
that would be regarded as being an 
attack upon him. 

Verse 6. This is a specification of 
the statement In the preceding verse. 
Pekah was a king of Israel, and God 
suffered him to klll 120.000 men of 
Judah in one day, as a punishment 
for their departure from the true God. 

Verse 7. Man of Ephraim. For the 
third word, see comments at Ch. 25: 7. 
The men whom Zichri slew were im
portant. being closely connected with 
the king, either by blood or service. 

Verse 8. Children of Israel is a term 
tbat applies usually to all the tribes. 
but in this verse applies to the 10 
tribes only. However. being all Jews. 
they are called their brethren. Women, 
8ons, and ltaug1l.ter8 would Indicate a 
general capture, and not the soldiers 
only, as Is so often done. The 8poil 
means the personal property of the 
people. They brought them all to 
Samaria because that was their capital. 

Verse 9. When God uses a man or 
nation to punish another man or na
tion, he never allows any boasting 
over ft. This will be mantrest many 
times when we come to the books of 
the prophets. The kingdom of the 10 
trJbee was used In the present Instance 
as an instrument in God's hands to 
chastise the ktngdom of Judah. They 
did what they were supposed to do and 
no fault will be charged against them 
on that score. But the spirit in which 

they did It. and the motive they had 
ae to the future, was displeasing to the 
Lord. and he determined to rebuke 
them. Again we see the use that God 
made of the prophets. (Heb. 1: 1.) Tbe 
prophet Odell was the one selected for 
tbis occaston. The point was made 
that God had the kingdom ot Judab 
punished because he was wroth with 
Judah, and not because of any merit 
at the kingdom of Israel. If a parent 
punishes his child while in anger, the 
purpose ot the discipline may be de
feated. The people of Israel had at
tacked Judah in. rage, and that was 
objectionable to the Lord. 

Verse 10. This verse reveals one of 
the motives the people of Israel had, 
and that was to put those Of Judah 
under a state of enforced servitude. 
In other words, they had the intention 
ot reaping some special advantage out 
or their service to God. The reference 
to their sins against thoe Lrwd was a 
htnt that a similar judgment might 
be meted out to them unless they 
corrected their ways. 

Verse 11. The kingdom of Judah 
bad been sumetently punisbed by the 
1088 of their goods, and the humll1a· 
tlon of their citizens. It was proper. 
therefore. that they not be made further 
to suffer. In a flnal word of eXhorta
tion, the prophet told them to release 
the captives. 

Verses 12, 13. The men named in 
V. 12 were representative ones, and 
they accepted the admonition of the 
prophet Oded. They took their stand 
against the men who had been con
ducting the war operations. They ob· 
jected to bringing the captives Into the 
Vicinity of Samaria. and denounced it 
as a sin against the Lord. They said 
that already there had been an offense 
committed against God, and that by 
bringing these captives away from 
Judah they would be adding to the 
trespass, and would bring upon them 
the divine wrath. 

Verse 14. The foregoing speech was 
dIrected toward the men In the army, 
because they were the ones who bad 
taken possession of the captives. Upon 
hearing the rebuke of the princes 
(leading men named in V. 12), they 
surrendered the captives and spoll. 

Verse 16. When these princes (named 
In V. 12) got po ..... lon ot all that had 
been taken by the soldiers, they used 
the articles of clothing for the benefit 
Of the captives. Having been stripped 
of their personal property, they were 
In need of the things required for 
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bodily comfort. These were provided 
out of the very things that bad been 
taken from them. They gave them 
food and drink, and further adminis
tered to their comfort by anointing 
them. That was a practice of ancient 
times that had more than ODe meaning. 
It contributed to the sanitary and 
medIcal benefit of the person receiving 
it. and also indicated to him an atU· 
tude of respect. See Paa. 23: 6, Luke 
7; f6. Having given the captives these 
tokens of comp8.B81oD, they placed them 
on beasts of burden and took them 
back into their own land. The par
ticular spot to where they took them 
was Jericho, a prominent city in the 
possession of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
part of the Kingdom of Judab. It was 
called the city 01 pal1n trees because 
of the prevalence of that tree, which 
was a very useful one. Smith's Bible 
Dictionary describes tbe palm tree 
thus : "The palm tree frequently at
tains a. height of 80 feet, but more 
commonly 40 to 60. It begins to bear 
fruit after it has been planted 6 or 8 
years, and continues to be productive 
for a century. Its trunk is straight, 
tall and unbroken, terminating in a 
crown of emerald-green plumes, like 
a diadem of gigantic ostrlcb-feathers, 
these leaves are frequently 20 feet in 
lengtb, droop aUghtly at the ends, and 
whtsper musically in the breeze. The 
palm is. in truth, a beauttful and most 
useful tree. Its fruit 1s the dally food 
of millions; its sap furnishes an agree
able wine; the fibres of the base of its 
leaves are woven into ropes and rig
ging; Its tall stem supplies a valuable 
umber; its leaves are manufactured 
into brusbes, mats, bags, couches and 
baskets. This one tree supplies almost 
all the wants of the Arab or Egyp
llan." Mter deUverlng the captives to 
their own country, the princes of Israel 
returned to their own capital, at 
Samaria. 

Verae 16. Later on in the chapter 
we wtll learn that God saw fit again to 
humble Ahaz for his unrighteous life. 
Again the punishment wUl be adminis
tered through the agency of the heathen 
na.UODS. Common reason should have 
told the king that If the Lord decided 
to punish blm by bringing one foreign 
nation against him. It would be in vain 
for him to call upon anotber tor help. 
But he evidently did not consider, for 
we are told that he called on the As
syrians for help. 

Verses 17, 18. The invaders named 
in this paragrapb had been causing 

Abu much trouble, and that was the 
reason he sent for the Assyrians re
ferred to in verse 16. Tbe Edomttes 
were east, and the Ph1Ustines west of 
Judah. They sent bands of men who 
took part of the people captive and 
carried them out of their own land. 
Others of the invaders took possession 
of some of the towns and dwelt In them. 

Verse 19. This verse explains why 
tbe Lord had brought the nations 
against his people. It was too bad that 
the nation had. to be brought down on 
account ot tbeir king, but he was tbeir 
representative and acted on their be
half. Naked Is used figuratively and 
means that the people were exposed to 
tbe insults of a foreign power, who 
dispossessed them of tbeir valuables 
and left them in want. 

Verse 20. Tilgath-pilneser was a 
klng of Assyria.. the nation menttoned 
in V. 16. Abaz called for him and be 
came; but instead of relieving him, 
he became his enemy. 

Verse 21. Ahaz thought he could 
hire the king of Assyria. To obtain 
something with which to Induce Til
gath-pilneser to help him, Ahaz even 
plundered the temple and the palace, 
also the houses of his leading men, and 
gave the loot to the AssyrIan king. It 
was In vain, for the king refused to 
help him. 

Verse 22. Distress is supposed to 
make a man sober minded and cause 
him to look to the Lord of Heaven for 
help. Ahaz was not 80 affected by his 
afilicttons. 

Verse 23. It Is difficult to explain 
the dens tty of some men's minds. The 
people of Damascus. capital of Syria, 
had defea ted Ahaz, but be had much 
reason to understand that they could 
not have done 80 had not God used 
them for that purpose. Instead ot as
cribing their success against bim to 
his own true God, be gave it to their 
false gOds. He was so foolish as to 
ofter sacrifice to them, thinking they 
might help him. Instead of belng any 
advantage to him, they were his ruin 
or cause ot his downfall. 

Verse 24. Ahaz "went the limit" in 
his sins against the Lord. The ties· 
sel' of the house of God were the 
various implements used in tbe differ
ent services. The word is from KELlY 
and Strong defines it, "Something pre
pared, t. e. any apparatus (as an imple
ment, utenstl, dress, vessel or weapon)," 
These articles were made of precious 
metal. They could be melted and re-
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cast into altars or other things tor 
some use designed by the one baving 
charge Dr it. Ahu wanted to UBe this 
material for his corrupt service of 
Idolatry, so he plundered the temple 
of ita sacred instruments, closed the 
doors. and thus abandoned the lawful 
worship. He then used the metal for 
makIng altars for the service of idola
trY. placing them In every corner or 
prominent angle tn Jerusalem. We 
may find a paralleltn principle in some 
of the practices of professed Christians. 
They will deny the lawful use of the 
Bible and the Church. then try to use 
them for their own plans. The holy 
creations were for the exclusive pur
pose of benefiting mankInd morally 
and religiously. God made them to 
prepa.re man for usefulness in this life 
and tor happiness in the next. But 
they are often plundered and made to 
serve the social and financial interests 
of professed worshipers of God. All 
such will be condemned by the Lord, 
even as Ahaz was condemned. 

Verse 25. The wicked king of Judah 
was not content with corrupting the 
capital city with bis idolatry. He made 
high. places (see comments at 1 Ki. 
3: 2) in the different cities of his 
realm, and used them as places for 
sacrifices to false gods. Pro'Voked has 
no word in the original at this place, 
but it is used in the same sense in 
other places as applying to God. It is 
from NAATS and defined in the lexicon. 
"a primitive root; to scorn; or (Eccl. 
12: 5) by interchanging for NUUTS, to 
bloom." In the A. V. it is sometimes 
used in the sense of "gtve occasion to." 
We should not think of God as being 
like men, and giving way to evil pas
sions at the instigation of human crea
tures. Yet the misdeeds or man will 
ca.use the occasion for the Lord to ex
press his anger in some form of pun
ishment for the ottender. 

Verse 26. See 1 Ki. 14: 19 and com
ments, in connection wi th this para
graph. 

Verse 27. Slept with ,his fathers is 
treated at 1 Ki. 2: 10. The people of 
ancient times were particular about 
their burying grounds, and classified 
them according to the merits of the 
ones buried. Ahaz was a king of 
Judah and was entitled to burial in 
the capital of his kingdom. But he 
had been a wicked man and was not 
placed in the sepulchres that were set 
apart exclusively for the kings. 

2 CHRONICLES 29 
Verse 1. We are beginning the study 

of one of the best kings ot Judah. The 
expression is repeated that he reigned 
in Jerusalem. It meant mUCh, espe
cially up to the date at which we have 
arrived. There have been two distinct 
kingdoms, or divisions of the original 
kingdom. One of them was composed 
of the 10 tribes who revolted trom the 
orIginal and formed a kingdom that 
had more than one capital at various 
times. The other division was com
posed ot two tribes, Judah and Ben
jamin (including Levi atter the 10 
trl bes had rejected him), and its capi
tal was at Jerusalem, the original bead
quarters. It was informative. there
fore, when writing about the kings of 
Judah, to say that they reigned in 
Jerusalem. Hezekiah's mother was the 
daughter ot Zechariah, a prominent 
name. There were at least 28 men with 
tbat name mentioned in the Old Testa
ment. Some of them were of the tribe 
ot Levi and Borne of other tribes. We 
should therefore not attach any spe
cial importance to the name in the 
present verse. 

Verse 2. David is called the father 
of Hezckiah as a term of respect, and 
because David was the first king from 
the tribe of Judah. The original is 
defined by Strong, "a primitive word; 
father in a literal and immediate. or 
figurative and remote application." It 
is rendered in the Old Testament by 
father 670 Urnes, chief 3, principal 1. 
Aga1n let us note the proviso, in the 
sight 0/ the Lord, when declaring that 
he did that which was right. "The 
Lord seeth not as man seeth." (1 Sam. 
16: 7.) 

Verse 3. Hezekiah did Dot delay 
going about the work before him. He 
started it the first month of the first 
year. He opened. the doors because 
Abaz bad closed them (Ch. 28: 24). 
The temple had been Jet tall into dis
order and Hezekiah repaired it. 

Verse 4. Priests and L evites are 
mentioned as separate classes. That is 
because all priests were !.evites, but 
not all Levites could act as priests. 
Yet there were services for the Levites 
besides that of priesthood. Btreet 
means an open area or space, not 
necessarily an avenue. The space eaat 
of the temple was where Hezekiah as
sembled these men. for the purpose or 
making a speech to them. 

Verse 5. Sanctify means to conse
crate one's self to the service of God. 
The worship of the Lord had been cor-



2 Chronicles 29: 6-17 269 

rupted by the preceding king and the 
temple been closed to the true service. 
There Is no indication ot Uteral filthi
neS8 being present, but the very state 
of neglect. due to the idolatrous in
terests of the king, suggested a relig
Ious corruption whose stagnation 
reached to beaven. The Levites were 
charged to alter all these condItions, 
and thus to carrV forth the filthiness 
out of the holy bouse of the Lord. 

Verse 6. More than once our atten
tion baa been called. to the idea that a 
thing should be right "in the eyes ot 
the Lord," This verse gives us the 
same llrinciple on the negative side. 
something that is evll tn his eyes. A 
tbing might look good as tar as man 
could tell, but look sinful 8S the Lord 
would see it. We should accept the 
divine verdict and act accordingly. 
Ro.bitatiOfl, 01 the Lonl reters to the 
temple. since that was the place where 
God recorded his name in that Dis
pensation. See Deut. 12: 12; 14: 23. 
When Ahaz closed the doors of the 
house of God and directed the atten
tion of the people away from that 
place. that was when they turned their 
backs against the Lord. 

Verse 7_ The porch was a vestibule 
entering the main room of the build
ing. By closing the doors to the porch. 
the entrance to the house was cut ofr. 
Such an action resulted in putting out 
the lamps and stopping the burning 
of incense. 

Verse 8. Because of the evils de
scribed above, the Lord poured out his 
wrath on his people by subjecting them 
to the surrounding nations. who were 
8uttered to trouble the kingdom with 
commotion. The astoni811.ed reterred 
to the surrounding people looking on 
a8 well 8.8 to themselves. The hisring 
referred to the derision or ridicule 
that the naUons cast at the people of 
Israel after they had been brought 
down in shame. Judah and Jerusalem. 
'rhe first ,"<ord is the name of the king
dom, the last its capital. 

Verse 9, 10. For tAil means that the 
misfortunes that had befallen their 
families had been brought on them on 
account of the alns just mentioned. 
Hezekiah proposed that a new promise 
be made to the Lord. ottering to be 
rededicated in service to him, hoping 
thereby to escape the fUrther divine 
wrath. 

\!' erae 11. M 11 S011.S is & term of en
dearment, and used in view of the 
relative positions at the speaker and 
the hearer. Negligent is rendered "de· 

celved" in the margin, and the lexicon 
agrees with it. However. the warning 
tor a person not to be deceived 1s said 
rather with the idea of arousing the 
hearer to a sense of his duty. A person 
can sometimes be deceived by inatten
tion to duty as surely as by some 
positive false teaching. The purpose 
of Hezektah was to remind these Le· 
vItes of their duty. And. in order that 
they might realize it all the more. he 
told them that they had been chosen 
for a special work. one of the items of 
which was to burn incense. 

Verses 12-14. Among this Ust of 
names the reader should dlsttnguish 
the three sons of Levi; Kohath. Merari 
and Gershon. These men personally 
had been dead for many years. but 
their individual lines of descendants 
had been registered and their proper 
assignments of work caretully ob
served. 

Verse 15. These men responded favor
ably to the exhortation of the king. 
A general definition was offered at 
verse 5 for sanctified, but I shall give 
the information found in Strong's lexi
con or dictionary. The word Is from 
QADASH and defined. "a primitive root; 
to be (causatively make, pronounce or 
observe as) clean (ceremonially or 
morally)." From this the reader will 
see that the explanation given at verse 
5 is about a8 specific as we should 
make It. When a person divested him· 
self of anything that might disqualify 
him for a particular task, then went 
to work at that task. tt could be said 
that he had sanctified hlmselt for the 
work. 

Verse 16: This verse indicates that 
there was some actual filth accumu
lated in the house besides the figura
tive uncleanness described at verse 5. 
There 18 nothing said as to what that 
filth was nor how it got there. It would 
be natural for any place to become 
unclean Jf neglected, if said place had 
been used for serving various kinds 
of food and burning literal incense. 
So these Levttes "cleaned house" by 
taktng this accumulation out to a brook 
for disposal. 

Verse 17. The work of these Levites 
began on the first day of the year. 
Verse 3 says that was the day on which 
Hezeklah opened the doors of the 
house. The whole transaction, there
fore. the work of the king. hi8 speech 
to the Levites, and the beginning of 
their work of cleansing the house, all 
started at once, and that was right at 
the beginning of Hezeklah's reign. 
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Such punctuality in attending to the 
Lord's business is worthy of imitation 
by all of us. The task was no little 
one, for atter they had worked 8 days 
they had got to the porch only. but 
that constituted the major portion of 
the work. Then in 8 days more the 
whole job was done. 

Verse 18. The Levites did not merely 
make a general report, but specified 
the items of work they had done. Such 
a report indicated a sincere interest in 
the reform movement that Hezekiah 
was sponsoring. The altar of burnt 
offering was not in the temple proper, 
yet it was named in connection with 
th_e cleansing of the house of the Lord. 
That shows we canDot make too fine a 
distinction between the various parts 
of the divine structure. In some sense 
it was all the house of the Lord. 

Verse 19. Cast away means the 
vessels were tossed to one side as of 
little use or value. It was natural that 
such articles would be damaged by 
such treatment, so the Levites prepared 
or repaired and cleansed them and 
made them suitable for use again. 

Verse 20. Rulers of the city were 
the officials of the place, but were men 
who were interested in the affairs 
about the temple. Being citizens of 
Jerusalem and members of the Jewish 
nation, they would very properly ofter 
some services to the Lord, hence were 
called together by the king. 

Verse 21. Leviticus 4 gives the in
structions for the sin offerings, and 
by that chapter it can be seen that 
these rulers of the city brought the 
proper beasts for the occasion. The 
otterings were for the kingdom, the 
sanctuary and tor Judah. The first 
refers especially to the domain or 
landed estate, the second means the 
temple, and the third applies to the 
people who were in possession of the 
landed estate. The offerings were fur
nished by the people, but the cere
monies were handled by the priests. 

Verse 22. The bodies of the beasts 
were to be burned on the altar, but 
the blood was sprinkled on it. There 
are two reasons why the blood was 
taken from the animal. Blood would 
not bum without a miracle while the 
flesh WOUld. Besides, the blood being 
the life (Lev. 17, 11). it must be sepa
rated from the body of the beast. there
by signifying that the animal was 
dead. It is the same reason w)ly we 
have two separate articles in the Lord's 
supper, the bread and the fruit of the 
vine, and they are kept separate. In 

that way we s1uJw the Lord's death 
when we have the two items. 

Verse 23. TheV laid their hands 
means the ones furnishing the crea
tures that were to be offered in the 
sacrificial services. 

Verse 24. The rule was that the 
persons offering a sacrifice were to do 
the killing. In this instance the priests 
did it. No reason is given for the ex
ception, unless it is in the statement 
that the blood of cleansing was to ex
tend its benefits to all 16rael, and not 
merely to the ones bringing the ani
mals to the latar. 

Verse 25. Cymbals were made of 
plates of metal and struck together in 
rhythmic accord with the music. A 
psaltery was a stringed instrument to 
accompany the voice, and a lUWp was 
a larger stringed instrument and often 
used independent of the voice. The 
statement is made that these instru
ments were set in the house Of the 
Lord, and the thoughts in V. 18 show 
that the term has a general meaning, 
including the whole structure with its 
outer parts. According to the wording 
of the King James version, this ar
rangement was by divine authority. 
For so was the commandment of the 
Lord by his prophets. The American 
Standard Version renders this as fol
lows: "For the commandment was of 
Jehovab by his prophets." Motratt's 
translation gives us, "(for the Eternal 
had transmitted the order by means 
of his prophets)." eh. 5: 13, 14 shows 
Us that when the musical instruments 
were used, the glory of the Lord fined 
the house of God,. Thus no distinction 
can be made between the particular 
parts of the building. The truth is that 
whatever or wherever the place was 
that was being considered, that which 
was filled with the glory of the Lord 
was where the musical instruments 
were used, and was called "the house 
of God." It is a mistake, then, to say 
that God never endorsed iDJ3trumental 
music in worship otrered to him in Old 
Testament times. But all of this is no 
authority for such music in the New 
Testament worship. If it is, then we 
have authority for animal sacrifices 
now, for we know they were used with 
divine command in that time. The 
reason David is mentioned so much in 
connection with the musical instru
ments is that he was an outstanding 
musician, and was the originator' of 
many of the instruments. He was an 
inspired man in his teaching, and 
when he gave his instructions for the 
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use of the instruments in the services 
to God, he was acting by divine au
thority. Had Buch an extensive prac
tice been displeasing to the Lord, he 
surely would have been chastised for 
it, 8S he was in the cases of other 
mistakes, such as those about Bath
sbeba and the numbering of Israel. 

Verse 26. Instrument, of David 
means the ones he invented and put 
Into use wUh the Lord's approval. The 
trumpets were sometimes made of the 
horns of animals and were played by 
blowing tnto them as a man plays a 
cornet. These instruments bad been 
espeelally designed for the use of the 
priests. (Num. 10: 8.) 

Verses 27. 28. In this paragraph we 
see the comblnattori of the musical 
instruments with the animal sacrifices. 
The whole procedure was under the 
jurisdiction of Hezeklab the king, and 
the statements of the paragraph are 
those of the inspired author of the 
book. Among those expressions are, 
long at the Lord, with the trumpets, 
and instruments ordained bV Davia. 
All of this agrees with the comments 
on verse 25, etc. 

Verse 29. It would be considered, 
and properly so, that all of the ac
tlviUes of the preceding verses were 
acta of worship. Why. then, does this 
verse B8.y that after they had made an 
end Of the offering, the king and others 
wor,hippedf The answer is in the 
very general meaning or the word in 
the Bible. Any act of respect can 
truthfully be called an act of worship. 
In this instance the writer was think
Ing of that meaning of the word that 
pertains to the posture of the body; 
IMy bowed 110 ...... 1".... 

Verse 30. The wortll Of Dallld evl· 
dently mean the Psalms, and It is 80 
translated in Motratt's version. It 
would be fitting to use his composi
tiODS in their worship, since they were 
using bis musical instruments. They 
use'd also the compositions of another 
Inspired man, Asaph the seer or 
prophet. 

Verse 31. Hezekiah commended the 
people for thelr good <:onduct. Thank 
oller+ng, would be the aacrtflces they 
offered. to expre88 their thankful feel
ings for the good things of God. The 
ones who took part in the services are 
said to have been of a tree h.eart. That 
agrees with the teaching of Paul In 2 
Cor. 9: 7. Any gift otrcred to God 
that comes from a regretful heart will 
~ trultle~ •• far lIB any reWara trom 

the Lord fa concerned. Only a cheerful 
giver wUl be rewarded. 

Verses 32, 33. God does not have any 
personal need of the gifts from man. 
Neither does the great number of such 
gifts signify anything Just because the 
number Is large. The point ot interest 
Is In what the large number indicates. 
Verse 31 had said that the ones mak
ing the sac::rifices or gifts were the 
people with a free heart. The large 
number, therefore, tells us that there 
were great numbers of the people who 
had the right attitude toward God, a 
fact worthy of rejOicing. 

Verse 34. The distin<:tion Is again 
made between the priests and the 
Levltes. The former were those par
ticular Levttes who were descended 
from Aaron. They had not made them
selves fit for the service in su1llcient 
numbers to do the work. They were 
supposed to tra1l or skin the animals. 
While that was primarily a work ex
pected of the priests, yet any LevUe 
could lawfully do it. And as there 
was a shortage of qualified priests, the 
other Levites helped them. It is said 
that the Levttes were more upright in 
qual1Cylng themselves for the work 
than were the priests. It often occurs 
today that the people from whom we 
have the right to expect the most. are 
the least forward In doing it. 

Verse 35. Burnt ofrerings and peace 
ot/eMUs are terms of the major aac::rl
flces provided for in the law of Moses. 
Detalls of them may be read In Lev. 
1 and S. The tat was one at the parts 
of animals that must never be eaten 
(Lev. 7: 23,24), but must be burnt on 
the altar. The verse <:loses with a state
ment that includes allot the activi
ties described in the chapter. In this 
summing up statement no distinction 
Is made between the various parts of 
the butldlng; it is all called hotlAe ot 
the Loret. 

Verse 36. Hezekiah rejoiced over the 
general conditions. The people were 
prepared, which means they were put 
in cond1tion to render acceptable ser
vice, and the king gave God the honor 
for it. Dc:m.e 81Utdenloy refers to the 
readiness of the people. 

2 CHRONICLES 30 
Verse 1. The 10 tribes had recently 

been taken orr into captivity by the 
Assyrlans; the details at that event 
are given in 2 Kings 17. But a number 
of indivtduals had escaped and got 
back into the bome land, and were 
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scattered through the dif'lerent terri
tories that bad been the possession of 
the tribes. (V. 6.) This explains the 
reference to /8rael and Juclah. The 
letters ot' Hezekiah were addressed to 
them as a whole, with specification of 
the DOes who bad descended from 
Joseph, namely. Ephraim. and Man
Q.Sleh. The first of the national feasts 
required by the law was the passover, 
which normally was observed in the 
first month. 

Verses 2. 3. Hezekiab was not a re
UglouB omcial exclusively, so it was 
appropriate that he hold a consulta
tion with hts leading citizens on so 
important a matter 8S the great feast. 
Their conclUsion was that the condi
tions called for the provision made in 
the law for a substitute date. Num. 9: 
6-11 stipulates tha.t it the people are 
dlsquallfted by uncleanness to partake 
of the (east In the 1:I.rst month, it 
should be done in the second. Ch. 29: 
17, 34 tells of that condition which 
was in the way o( observing it on the 
original date. Another thing, on ac
count of the general state allover tbe 
country, the people bad. not come to
gether at Jerusalem. Theretore, the 
decision was to noUfy the Jews In the 
scattered districts to come to that city. 

Verse 4. The king and the whole 
congregation (those already in the 
city) were in agreement on the sub
ject, which caused them to be pleased. 

Verse 5. Establigh.ed a decree means 
it was decided officially by the assem
bly to make the invitation apply to 
the whole country. Beer-sheba was at 
the southern, and Dan at the northern 
extremity ot the original kingdom of 
Israel. A reference to these cities was 
a figurative way of referring to the 
whole country. The passover had been 
neglected for a long time and not 
observed as the written law required. 

Verse 6. Posts were persons sent 
out in 8 hurry on any mission at hand. 
In the present instance it was to take 
the letters ot proclamation that had 
just been decided upon by the consulta
tion between the king and his princes. 
These letters were not invitations 
merely; they were the command-ment 
of tM king. The letters were ad
dressed to the chUdren of Israel as a 
whole, for a reference was made to 
the common ancestors of them all, 
Abraham, Isaac and Israel. (Jacob.) 
This Is the place that tells us some of 
the captives had escaped from the As
syrians, and were back in their origi-

nal home country In the several pos
sessions. 

Verse 7. God made a distinction be
tween the leaders of the nation, and 
the individuals tn the nation who 
could not prevent the public trans
gressions. When we come to the books 
of the prophets this wtll manifest It· 
self many times. These letters recog· 
nize this distinction, and exhort the 
escaped captives to profit by the mis
takes of their leaders and not fall into 
the condemnation of God. 

Verse 8. Stitr1£ecked is a figurative 
word for being stubborn. The opposite 
of It is to be willing to yield yourselves 
unto the Lora. For ever means "through 
the age," and it denotes that the sanc
tuary or temple ' was to be regarded 
as holy through tbat age or dispensa
tion. The wrath ot God w1ll be turned 
away from all his faithful ones. 

Verse 9. The fate ot their brethren 
still in capttvtty was somewhat de
pendent on the conduct of these es
caped ones. If they will turn to the 
Lord. he wUl see that their fellow· 
citizens sun in the land ot captivity 
shall be given compassion, 90 that they 
too may return to tbelr own country. 

Verses 10, 11. Betore the kingdom 
of the 10 tribes was taken into cap
tivity, there were certain individuals 
who were true to God, and came to the 
place of lawful worship:. (Ch. 11: 16; 
15: 9.) Now that some have been so 
fortunate 8S to escape their captors 
and get back home. they were yet un
appreciative of their freedom and re
fused to respect the call of the posts 
or runners. Others, however, humbled 
themselves. which was indicated by 
their obedience to the orders. It can 
truthfully be said that pride is the 
cause of all rebelUon. and humllJty is 
what prompUI obedience. 

Verse 12. God does not torce men 
by direct miraculous power to be right· 
eous; he oft'ers inducements to per
suade him in the right dlrecUon. It 
man yields to the inducements and 
does the right thing. tben it may cor
rectly be said that the action was _ by 
the hand Of GOd. as it Is asserted here. 
The people of Judah were united in 
heart to do the thing that God re
quired. This verse tells U8 that the 
king and hIs princes were issuing 
their orders by the word of the Lord. 
That made It divine law for the situa
tion at hand, and placed a solemn duty 
before the people. 

Verse 13'. Unleavened bread refers 
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to the same occasion as the passover 
in verse 2. See the comments on this 
subject at Ch. 8: 13. 

Verse U. The altara were those that 
had been put there for idolatrous WOf
ship. whether tor the burning ot ani
mals or Incense. K i d.ron was a brook 
or depression Dear tbe city. and used 
as a dumping ground for these cor
ruptions. 

Verse 15. The second month was 
substttuted in the place of the first 
month, which was the original date. 
But we should bear in mind that the 
Lord was the one who made the sub
stitutton. (Num. 9: 10, 11,> Man has 
no right to make any change In the 
divine ordinances, but when God makes 
a change. it is not only right but 
necessary to observe the change. Were 
a8harmed. reters to the humtuty of 
mind with which the priests made 
themselves fit to partake ot the pass
over. Here it was, a whole month 
after they should have done it, but 
were unfit for the service on account 
of their uncleanness. Now that God 
had graciously allowed them "another 
chance" to perform the required ser
vice. it was fitting that they do so with 
deep humiUty. 

Verse 16. This verse reports the 
regular procedure that was according 
to the llllW 0/ Moses. Leviticus 1 shows 
that it was the duty at the priests to 
handle the blood of the animals. after 
the givers had done the killing. Thus 
tar, tben, the performances going on 
were as originally ordained by the law. 

Verse 17. This verse reports a. change 
in the original ordinance. The chaPter 
in Leviticus referred to above shows 
that the man bringing the beast for 
sacriflce was the one to do the slaying, 
then turn it over to the priest. But 
an unclean person was not allowed 
to do this kUling. There were BOrne ot 
the private Individuals who were not 
clean, and others in their class or rank 
did tbe killing for tbem. 

Verse 18. StrIctly soeaking, it a Jew 
did not find hlmseU fit to kill the 
animal, neither should he have con
sidered himself fit to eat of it. But 
hUman imperfection manifested itself 
in this instance, and many who were 
not qualified to slay their beast went 
ahead anyway and ate ot It. 'rhe in
spired writer says that in 80 doing 
they ate ot it otherwise than it was 
written. God is merciful to his creaM 
tures and suffers many thinga that are 
short of duty. The whole situation as 
Hezeklah taced it was 80 out of order 

that much allowance was made. These 
people who ate of the passover while 
unclean did wrong, and the fact is not 
overlooked; but the king was a right
eous man and prayed for them, thus 
acting in the role of a mediator. 

Verse 19. The prayer at Hezekiah 
was on condition that the people bring 
their bearts tnto the proper attitude 
toward God, even though their bodies 
at that particular time were Dot cere
monially cleansed. 

Verse 20. The prayer of Hezeklab 
was heard as an intercessor or media
tor for the people, and they were 
healed, which means the Lord removed 
all of the disqualiflcations from them 
without reqUiring them to go through 
any further ceremonies. 

Verse 21. Some of the musical in
struments were larger than otbers, 
and would make a stronger sound. 
They were the ones used on this occa
sion. The Levltes as a tribe, and that 
part of the tribe qualified to act 8.8 
priests (the descendants of Aaron). 
were so glad because ot the goodness 
ot God, that they combIned their more 
Important instruments with their 
praise. Day by day means they per.
formed this each day ot the feast. 

Verse 22. The entire period , of the 
feast was one of joy and gladness and 
praise to God. Spake com/ortablJ/ 
means he had a "heart to heart" talk 
with them. He spake to the Levites
not to the whole tribe in this case, but 
to the ones that taught, and Lev. 10: 
11, Deut. 17: 9, and Mal. 2: 7 shows 
that it was the priests who were to do 
the teaching. The peace OfJerin.g8 that 
were offered in connection with their 
confessions are described in Lev. 3. 

Verse 23. Took counsel signifies that 
a consultaUon was held. Such trans
actions are generally called tor when 
Borne subject of impor tance has be
come present. After this consultation 
the group repeated the performance 
or the 7 days just past; that is, they 
bad another feast of 7 days in direct 
connection with the first 7 days. It 
was not like the changing of the date 
aa in the instance of the passover date. 
It was more in the nature of a con
tinuation of the feast already in prog
ress. It could not strictly have been 
said to be a repetition of the ordi
nance as a separate observation of it. 
and considered as done the second 
time, for the feast had not been closed 
entirely yet. The occasion for the ex
tension will be shown tn the follow
Ing verses. 
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Verse 24. There were certain specific 
requirements In the law concerning 
the set teasts. Ex. 12: 15-17 and Lev. 
23: 6-8 gtves the Jaw of the 7 days of 
unleavened bread. This was not to be 
ehanged nor substituted by anything 
else. But the cblldren of Israel were 
gtven wide privileges In the perform
ance of their animal sacrifices and re.
Uglous feasts. There was DO restric
tion as to the frequency or number of 
such exercises. In the »resent Instance 
the king and his leading meD had 
given large numbers of animale to the 
people, which they might ofter to God 
in B&crU\ces. A fact that doubUess ac
counts for this gIft was that the move
ment seemed to have gained headway 
and caused several of the priests to 
joIn the work of purification, The 
early part of the chapter showed a 
condition of neglect in the matter of 
cleansing. Many men 'Vho should have 
been engaged in the reUgious exercIses 
were prevented on account ot unclean· 
ness, and they had not been sufficiently 
Interested to change their condition. 
But the zeal of others evIdently sUrred 
them to action, and a great many 
more of the prie8ts quaUfied themselves 
by putting away theJr uncleanness. 
That called tor more animals and 
more time for their sacrificing, hence 
the statements of this verse. 

Verae 26. The kingdom ot Judah 
was composed mostly ot that tribe, but 
the priesthood was in the tribe of 
Levi, and that part of the tribe thot 
descended from Aaron. Strangers is 
from a word that means persoDs from 
the outside. Certain Israelites scattered 
through the territory of the 10 tribes 
had come to Jerusalem to the feast. 
Since they were from the "ou lalde" of 
Judah, they were called "strangers." 
All of these are said to bave taken 
Dart, not only in tbe sacrifices and 
feast, but in the rejoicing. 

Verse 26. The set feasts of the law 
had doubtless been observed, but the 
extent of the exercises was exceptional, 
and that was wbat caused the great 
rejoicing. 

Verse 27. The priests and the Levite8 
blessed the people. Primarily that 
word means to kneel, but here it says 
they arOse to bless the people. The 
meaning is that they pronounced a 
benediction on them as they were dis-
missed. 

2 CHRONICLES 31 
Verse 1. PubUc profeaslons of loyalty 

to God are not enough. The Israelites 

conducted an earnest and prolonged 
season ot devotions to the true God. 
They made many sacrifices and much 
blood w.as shed In serviee to the one 
Lord whom' they declared to be the 
one and only Being entitled to their 
worship. But bad no actions been 
taken to remove the means of the talse 
worship, their proCessions ot faith 
would have been empty. So they 
"showed their faith by their works" 
by attacking the things thot had been 
used in idolatrous worship. These con
sisted in the i'1n<l!leB or statues; the 
groves or trees consecrated to false 
worshJp; the higb places (see 1 KI. 
S: 2) devoted to talse worshIp, and 
the altars used on which to burn the 
animals In sacrifice to Baal. These reo 
torm measures were taken all through 
the home territories, those cities ot 
Judah and Benjamin. The work al80 
was extended to the places that had 
been occupied by the 10 tribes. Afler 
completing the national cleansing, the 
people returned home. 

Verse 2. At 8uch a Ume as we have 
been considering, all of the items of 
the public service would naturally 
Buffer some neglect. Thus the king 
found that the original setup of the 
priesthood had been somewhat dis
rupted. In 1 Chr. 23: 6 and 24: 1-19 is 
a record of these courses of tbe priests 
that David bad arranged and he re
stored it. The particular work that 
was Intended to be done by the several 
classes of citizens was again assigned 
to them. SOme -of that work pertaIned 
to the sacriflces, whUe other men were 
given parts to perform tbat pertained 
to the praise service. 

Veree 3. The occasIons tor sacrifices 
named in this verse were the let fecuts, 
or those regularly established by the 
law. They were not to vary as-to date 
(except as God made the variation &8 
he did in tbe passover for the 2nd 
month), purpose, and manner of olr 
servance. They were Dot considered. as 
indIvidual services, but were for the 
nation as a whole. That was tbe 
reason that the contributions for them 
on behalf of the kingdom were to be 
taken trom the substance or products 
of the king; that iB, they were to be 
taken from the royal stores. It should 
be observed that these set feasts were 
according to what was written in the 
Jaw of the LOrd. Now they aie found 
only 1n the "ceremonial law" that was 
given through Moses, yet that law is 
here called the laW 01 lne Lord. This 
all condemns tbe doctrine of the saho 
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batarians who try to distinguish be
tween the law of Moses and the law 
or God. 

Verse 4. Porti.cma- 01 the priests and 
the Levites refers to the support that 
was to be given them for their services. 
They were not permitted to have a 
tribal possession- as were the others, 
and therefore had no producUve means 
ot Jncome. The other tribes were to 
give a tenth of all their income, and 
that was to go tor the support of Levi. 
They were to receive also certain parts 
ot the animals that were ottered on 
the altar, which they could use as 
tbelr food. See Num. 18: 8-24. 

Verses 5, 6. This paragraph Is a 
showing of the response the people 
made to Hezeklah's commandment In 
verse 4. We are impressed wtth the 
promptneM with which they came up 
with their dutles. for it says they did 
it as ,Don as the commandment came 
abroad. They brought In tbelr tithes 
which means the tenth. 

Verse 7. Foundation was the start
tng ot the collection ot the trutts at 
the land. They were added unto the 
third month until the seventh, when 
the collection was -complete. It will 
be interesting to note tbat pentecost 
came in the third month. and that was 
when the Jews brought the "ftrsttruits" 
unto tbe Lord. (Lev. 23: 17.) The 
seventh month was the one In which 
the great day at atonement came. tol
lowed In a tew days by tbe teast of 
tabernacles. Also, by that time the 
year's crops were all in, 80 that these 
heaps mentioned In this verse would 
be complete by then. 

Verse 8. It is significant that Heze
ktab and his princes, or leading men, 
bleseed the Lord and his people. They 
could not have given the products had 
not the Lord caused them to grow. But 
after they were made to grow, the 
Lord expected the people to show their 
appreciation by the return of part of 
them to htm. 

Verses 9, 10. Hezekiah que6ticm.ea 
means he made inquiry about the re
sources for all the piles at produce, 
and of the use that had been made 
of tbem. The information was fur
nIshed by the chIef (hlgb) priest. God 
wants his servants to put the divine 
interests ahead of all others; yet he 
does not require them to go under
nourisbed in so doing. Tbe cblldren 
at 18rael had been su16.ciently fed and 
were 8t111 able to offer this great store 
for the Lord's service. We are re-

minded or Paul's teaching along this 
same line In 2 Cor. 9: 8-10. ThIs Is not 
the particular place to enter tnto any 
speculation about "special providence," 
I do not beUeve, however, that any 
faithful child of God ever suffered 
bodily harm by reason of his contribu
tions to the work of the Lord. Heze
kiah saw the bountiful supply of food· 
stuff, and seemed to wonder it the 
people bad been deprived or their 
actual needs by making such gltts. 

Verse8 11, 12. The produce had been 
temporarlly piled up while the amount 
was Incomplete. Now that the collec
tion was Hntshed, it was necessary to 
make better provisions to care for it. 
The chamber6 were storehouses, suit
able for housing the products of the 
Held and herd. to be used later as the 
service demanded. Someone must be 
made responsible for the proper dis
tribution or this store_ One man, 
Cononlah, was made head of the enUre 
department, with helpers under him. 
Otferl:n(J8 and. tithes indicates that 
there must have been a difference. 
That is true, and it Is as follows. 
Every Jew was required to give a tithe 
or tenth of bis tncome to the Lord. 
It his ftocks brought ten young animals 
Into the worM. one of them must be 
turned over to the Levltes to be used 
in the service of the Lord. If the Held 
prdouced a hUndred bushels of wheat, 
ten of it were to be turned over. But 
In addition to all the tithes, a Jew 
was encouraged to make voluntary of
ferings. For instance, the man who 
brought the ten bushels out of his 
crop of 100 bushels, could offer an 
additional five bushels 11' he wished, 
and when such a contribution was 
made in connection with the tithes. it 
was called an oaering. The two words 
were often used interchangeably, which 
suggests the following observation: All 
tithes were otterings, but not aU otter· 
ings were tithes, 

Verse 13. We can see that the work 
was well systematized into a food ad
ministration. Cononlah was chief, with 
a personal helper In the 88sociation of 
his brotber Shimel (V. 12), and now 
the men named in this verse were to 
have tbe more direct charge of the 
work of distribution. They were called 
oveneer, which would be called fore
men in the industrial language of our 
day. Rezeklah was the king and 
Azariah was the high priest, and they 
jointly commanded the whole pro
cedure. That was very fitting, for tbe 
one was "chief executive" of the gov-
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ernment, and the other was the SUM 

preme authority in regard to the re
ligious activities. In a system such as 
the Mosaic, a eombination ot religious 
and 8e<:ular principles. we would ex
pect to see some men who were as.. 
signed to their proper places in the 
nation. 

Verse U. This has to do with the 
receiving and distribution of the things 
brought in by the Israelites in their 
service as citizens. The law of Moses 
made certain requirements of all per
SODS regarding their income, and some
one would be needed to Bee that the 
things were taken care of. Kare was 
in charge of the east gate. to receive 
the products coming from that direc
tion and placing them where they be
longed In the service of the temple. 
Oblation.s comes from several Hebrew 
words, but all have practically the 
same meaning, referring to that which 
is given for the altar or other service 
to God. It Is thus the same as the 
oDerings, but the distinction of free-
win orterings is explained by a closer 
study of the law. Certain offerings 
were stipulated and required of the 
children of Israel, and they were not 
left to decide the matter. In addition 
to them, It was permitted to make 
voluntary girts to the service, and such 
were caUed freewi ll otrerVngs. 

VerBe 15. Next him means next in 
rank. The law did not assign' any 
major possessions to the tribe of Levi. 
They had no use for it since their 
time was to be taken up in the service 
about the temple. But they needed 
homes, and they were provided by 
giving them certain cities scattered 
througb the p08sessioos of the other 
tribes. And when the turn or course 
of any particular group came. the ones 
needed at the temple would come up 
and serve. In tbe meantime they 
would reside in their own cities. but 
whUe there they would have to be 
supported. This verse is an explana
tion of that part of the great system. 

Verse 16. The Israelites observed 
their birth records In different methods 
at different epochs. At this time they 
entereil the names of their sons when 
they were three years of age. Then, as 
they came up tnto maturity and were 
calJed Into the priestly services, their 
support from the offerings was fur
nished as the need demanded. 

Verse 17. It should constantly be 
remembered that all vriests were Le· 
vUes, but not all Levites were priests. 
And whtle the record of births started 

when the boy was three years old. the 
attentlon of the overseers was centered 
on those 20 years old. 

Verse 18. To the genealogy ("pedi
gree or family Hst") was a certain 
portion given. That was necessary be· 
cause the fatbers had been gancti,lted 
or set apart to the holy work of the 
priesthood. They had no opportunity 
to produce the necessities of Ufe, there
fore theIr wives and little ones had to 
be cared for out of the tithes. 

Verse 19. A suburb in Bible Ian· 
guage was Dot what the word denotes 
today. Instead ot meaning the outlying 
parts of a city. it meant the open area 
surrounding it. The word is from 
MIGBASHAK, and Strong defines it. "a 
suburb (1. e. open country whither 
flocks are driven for pasture); hence 
the area. around a buIlding. or the 
margin of a sea." The question is 
sometimes raised, why would these 
priests need any ground if they did 
not engage in the production of crops. 
They were supported out of the gifts 
of the tribes. Included In those gifts 
were the animals turned over tor the 
use of these men of the family of 
Aaron. Since the animals would be 
brought to these fammes as they were 
produced, and also since they would 
not be consumed at once, they needed 
an area in whIch to keep them. These 
suburbs or open fields of pasture were 
used for this purpose. 

Verses 20, 21. This paragraph as a 
whole is a commendation of Hezekiah 
for his good Ufe and work. It is not 
in the nature of flattery, but states a 
logical reason tor the favorable treat
ment he received from God. Every 
work that he attempted for the house 
of God prospered. and the reason for 
it was the fact tha.t he did it with. all 
his heart. It has ever been the desire 
ot the Lord tor bis people to be in 
earnest about their work and not be 
halfhearted in the doing of it. 

2 CHRONICLES 32 
Verse 1. These things means the 

doings described in the preceding chap· 
ter. Estabfilhed refers to the com· 
pleteness and righteousness of the 
things; that no just complaint could 
be made against the conduct of the 
realm of Judah. It any harm or in
convenience comes against the king· 
dom, it cannot be laid to any neglect 
of the man on the throne. This dis
position was possessed by a heathen 
king, Sennacherlb, ktng of Assyria. 
This nation had Nineveh as its capital, 
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and the territory bordered on the 
Tigris River, situated east and north 
of Babylon. It was a great and power
ful country, and not long before the 
time we have reached in our study, 
had carried ott the kingdom of Israel 
(the 10 tribes) into captivity. This 
tragic event is recorded in 2 Ki. 17. 
Elated, doubtless, by the success of his 
predecessors against the Jews, the king 
of Assyria thought to subdue the re
maining kingdom of Judah. He ac
cordingly marched into the country 
and established camps against the 
fenced (walled) cities. 

Verse 2. When an invader settles 
his camps around the important cities 
of a country, it may be expected that 
he will not stop until he has reached 
the capital if possible. Hezekiah saw 
the forces of Assyria and concluded 
that the king of that powerful country 
would eventually come to Jerusalem. 

Verses 3, 4. Hezekiah held a counsel 
with his leading men concerning the 
situation created by the Assyrian in
vasion. It was decided to shut ott the 
supplies of water about the city so 
that the invader would not have them 
to use In the siege. The chief men 
cooperated with the king and they 
carried out the plan to stop the water 
supply. 

Verse 5. Further measures of de
fense were taken by building a set of 
walls around the city, planting towers 
or lookouts on the inner one. He also 
repaired Millo, a special fortification 
within the city, near the diVision called 
the City of David. 

Verses 6, 7. Defensive preparations 
in the way of forts and walls are not 
enough when the safety of a nation is 
at stake. Active warfare may be neces
sary to repulse the enemy. Hezekiah 
realized this and went about getting 
ready for the conflict. Captains are I;e
quired for the orderly conduct of war
fare. The king assembled his forces 
in the street near the city and gave 
them an encouraging speech. He as
sured them that they had more forces 
than the enemy had. This, however, 
did not necessarily mean that the 
"numerical count with them was ac
tually greater than was possessed by 
the Assyrians. The idea that Hezekiah 
had will be revealed in the next verse. 

Verse 8. The two forces that Heze
kiah was comparing are expressed in 
the terms arm of flesh. and Lon1 our 
God,. With such consideration on which 
to base his statements, we understand 
why the king made the assertions that 

are given in the preceding paragraph. 
Such comparisons have been" made in 
other places in the Bible, as far as 
the principle involved is concerned. 
The 10 spies shrank from their duty 
because they felt as helpless as grass
hoppers by the side ot the powerful 
characters inhabiting the land of Ca
naan. They did not consider that even 
an insect, it standing on the side with 
God, would be a "majority" as far as 
strength was concerned. Paul taught 
the same idea in Rom. 8: 31 where he 
asks: "If God be tor us, who can be 
against us?" The words of Hezekiah 
cheered the people; they rested, on 
them, which means they relied upon 
them. The history In 2 Kings 18 shows 
that the king of Assyria retired from 
the siege after being given articles of 
ransom by Hezekiah. 

Verse 9. In a year or two after the 
events of the preceding paragraph, 
Sennacherib made another expedition 
into Hezekiah's territory; but he did 
not go in person. He was occupied 
with a siege against Lachish, an im
portant city south of Jerusalem. From 
this place he sent his leading servants 
to act for him against Judah. Accord
ing to the account In 2 Kings 18, the 
leader of those servants was named 
Rab-shakeh, but some secular authori
ties say that was a military title and 
would apply to whomsoever the chief 
of the nation put at the head ot his 
army, or a detach~ent therefrom. 

Verse 10. Whether the name men
tioned In the preceding verse was a 
personal one, or an official title, the 
spokesman tried to persuade the people 
of Jerusalem to desert Hezekiah. He 
belittled the ability of their king and 
derided them for remaining in the 
city to sutter the results of the siege. 

Verse 11. The Rab-shakeh warned 
the people in Jerusalem that they 
would die of hunger if they listened 
to Hezeklah. Some spies or other se
cret informants must have been busy, 
for the reference the spokesman made 
to Hezekiah's reliance on God was true. 

Verse 12. The pronoun his refers to 
the same Lord our Gor},. named in the 
preceding verse, and thus constitutes 
a falsehood. It was not the altars of 
God, but those ot Baal that Hezekiah 
had thrown down. 

Verse 13. This vile heathen made no 
distinction in his respect for the gods 
of the different countries. He Impu
dently referred to the countries whom 
his master (Sennacherib) had subdued 
In spite of their gods. 
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Verse 14. The irreverent comparison 
to heathen gods Is repeated in this 
verse. My fathers means the ancestors 
who had gone against other rulers In 
spite of their gods. 

Verse 15. Rab-sbakeh stated what 
was untrue in princiw,e. The God of 
Israel had delivered "them from the 
Egyptians, and Syrians, and Edomites. 
and Ammonites, and others too nu
merous to mention. And soon this vile 
man will learn that God can deliver 
his people from so powerful a nation 
as the Assyrians. 

Verse 16. His servants means the 
servants of Sennacherib. He was per
sonally at Libnah, having departed 
from Lachish (2 Kl. 19: 8). but was 
being represented by his servants. 
chief of whom was this one referred to 
as Rab-shakeh. 

Verse 17. He 'Wf'ote means that Sen· 
nacherib wrote the letters from Libnah. 
He made the same impudent compari
son between the two kinds of gods. the 
true God and those of the heathen 
nations that Rab-shakeh had made by 
mouth before the wall of Jerusalem. 

Verse 18. It is the part of a coward 
to pretend confidence in himself. and 
to threaten the opponent in a way to 
frighten him. There were those in the 
Assyrian host who could speak the 
Jews' language. They did so here. in 
order to impress their hearers all the 
more. 

Verse 19. Against God ••. as agaitn8t 
the gods, etc. This means they put 
the God of Israel and the gods made 
by the hands of men in the same class. 
Such irreverence was bound to work 
its rebuke sooner or later. 

Verse 20. This verse is a brief ac
count of the exercises of these two 
great men on behalf of the Israelite 
nation when the ASByrians were threat
ening It. See 2 KI. 19. 

Verse 21. Sennacherib had a strong 
force of soldiers who were in camp 
under him. When the letter and prayer 
of Isaiah and Hezekiah were come up 
before God, he sent a destroying angel 
out through the camp and cut off all 
the mighty men of valor. 2 K1. 19: 35 
says the number was 185,000. This 
humbled the haughty king, and he 
left the position at Libnah tor his 
home land. But the return home did 
not give him any honor, for some of 
his own offspring murdered him while 
he was performing service to his 
heathen god. 

Verse 22. The same God whom the 

Assyrians bad so wickedly blasphemed, 
overcame all opposition and brought 
deliverance to his people. In bringing 
this great victory to them over the 
Assyrians, other threatening nations 
were brought down also. 

Verse 23. In this verse we have the 
words gifts and presents both used. 
This indicates some distinction al
though the words are generally used 
interchangeably. For tbe general mean
ing as used in the Bible, see my com
ments at Gen. 32: 13 and 1 Sam. 10: 27. 
According to the definitions in the 
lexicon, the gifts were things of prac
tical use, such as could be put on the 
altar of sacrifl.ces. or be appropriated 
to the fl.nancialsupport of the kingdom. 
The presents were things considered 
desirable because of being rare, such 
as precious gems. But the outstanding 
thought is the same in both articles, 
and means that the nations made 
public and official recognition of the 
kingdom of Judah. 

Verse 24. Sick to the death Dleans 
that bis sickness was going to be fatal 
if something would not be done to 
cure it. But that waff done. and a' 
miracle was performed to cure the dis
ease, and also a sign or other miracle 
was performed to assure him that he 
not only would recover from his pres
ent illness, but would live a stated 
number of years. For a fuller account 
of this matter see 2 K1. 20: 1-11. 

Verse 25. The best of men will make 
mistakes, and often it is when they 
have been favored the most. After 
Hezeklah had his health restored, and 
was given assurance of many more 
years of Ute, he became putted up and 
failed to sbow appreciation for the 
favors. That Is the meaning of ren.
dered. not in this verse. By his unwise 
conduct. the wrath of God came down 
on the nation and its capital. The de
tails of that are set forth in 2 K1. 20: 
12·19. 

Verse 26. It Is not the Dlan who 
never makes any mistakes (there are 
none such) whom the Lord w1I1 bless, 
but the one who, after he has done 
wrong Is wllltng to bumble himself 
and repent. That was what made David 
"a man after God's own heart." H(>ze
kiah humbled himself before God aud 
his repentance was recognized. Cer
tain marks of the divine displeasure 
were bound to be brought upon the 
country, but Hezekiah was spared the 
pain of seeing theDl personally. 

Verse 27. The riche8 and 1Lonor came 
trom the naUons that brought their 
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token. of recognition as stated In 
verse 23. The treasuries were deposi
tories made safe and convenient for 
storing the precious metals and other 
articles of great value. 

Verse 28. Storenousea tor grain and 
stalls tor animals were tor the same 
purpose as the depositories tor gems 
and metals. They were needed tor the 
proper CAre ot the things that God 
bad given the king. We bave the basis 
for the lesson tn connection with the 
parable of the "certain rich man" in 
Luke 12: 16-20. The two instances are 
alike in that the surplus of crops made 
it necessary to build additional stor
age room. But Hezeklab WB8 not con
demned whlle the other man was. The 
explanation is that the tnaD in the 
parable was not condemned tor buUd
lng greater barns to care for his crops. 
He would have been condemned had 
he not done something to care for 
them. His sin was In the wrong use 
of them that he proposed to his soul. 

Verse 29. The cities did not produce 
the flocks, but they provided a means 
of cartng for them. With such provl
lIions at hand, the king was free to 
keep In posseSSion some of the things 
that would otherwise have been dis· 
posed of. Since God had given him 
aU tbis substance. HezekJah telt that 
be should take proper care of it. 

Verse 30. This watercourse was a 
spring and ita waters bad been run
ning down through a valley named 
Othon, and was thus being wasted. 
Hezektab 8topped this spring which 
means be curbed it or put it under 
control so it could be directed down 
near the city of David. In this way 
the spring was made to be of service. 
His works were made to prosper be
cause they were- good and helpful to 
the people. 

Verse 31. This refers to an error in 
judgment that Hezeklah made. The 
fuller account is in 2 ,KI. 20: 12.19. 

Ve'rse 32. The reference to the ac
count in Isaiah's writings will be 
found In chapters 36-39 of the book In 
our Bible, bearing the prophet's name. 
As to the reference to the book 01 the 
kings, see comments at 1 Chr. 14: 19. 

VerBe 33. The highest honors that 
could be given a man "by the manner 
of his burial were be~towed upon Heze
kiab, and the whole nation manifested 
ita respect for him at bts death. Slept 
with M8 father8 is explained at 1 KI. 
2: 10. 

2 CHRONICLES 33 
Verse 1. The statement Is again made 

that the king reigned in Jerusalem. 
The Importance at it is In the fact 
that other citles had been capitals for 
the people of the Jews. but Jerusalem 
was the original and most authorita
tive one. 

Verse 2. Manasseh W8!l classed with 
the bad kings, but not as wicked as 
Borne of them. I wlsh the reader to 
note again the words evil in the Bight 
of the Lor-ct. The real test of whether 
a thing Is right or wrong is It the 
Lord considers it so. Whom the Lo-rd 
cast out Is said to give us a view of 
the evil that was In the lite of Ma
na8seh. He was guilty of the same kind 
at sIns that caused God to CaBt out 
the heathen. 

Verse 3. H igh places might not have 
been 80 bad (see comments at 1 Kl. 
3: 2) had they not been used tor an 
evil purpose, but when used in can
neetlon with other things that denoted 
idolatry. they were wrong. Baalim was 
plural tor Baal and expressed In that 
form because there were so many 
altars erected for sacrifices to that 
god. The groves were the sacred trees, 
whether planted for that purpose or 
appropriated to idolatry out of the 
forestry already growing. Host of 
heaven means the planets and other 
heavenly bodies. 

Verse 4. This verse may be a little 
confusing unless the right words are 
emphasized. The house of the Lord 
was In Jerusalem, therefore no com
plaint could be made 8S to the place 
where the altars were buHt, had It 
been right to build them at all. But 
those altars represented the name of 
Baal. and that is the potnt of the 
criticism. The thought can be brought 
out by emphasizing the words altars 
and mv name. It will then be seen 
that the sin committed was in build
ing aUars in that place, when the 
Lord had said that his name should be 
there. It was a question of whose 
name ahould be planted there. 

Verse 6. The altars discussed tn the 
previous verse were built in the main 
room at the house of the Lord for the 
worship of Baal. Manasseh then 
ereeted altars in the courts (adjoining 
rooms) of the house. These were for 
worship to the host 01 heaven, which 
means the Bun and moon and other 
heavenly bodies. 

Verse 6. Pass through the fire calls 
for the remarks at 2 Kl. 16: 3. The 
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valley mentioned was a depression In 
the earth Bouth of Jerusalem. That 
place was SO 'named because of the use 
made of it by a wicked famlly named 
Hlnnom. Among the various forms of 
worship for idolatry was the burning 
or buman sacrifices. Obaerved times 
means he practiced witchcraft and 
consulted fortune tellers. All the rest 
ot the verse pertains to the various 
forms and methods resorted to in seek· 
ing knowledge that human beings are 
Dot supposed to have. Not that men 
can actually learn the forbidden facts, 
but the desire and efforts to obtain 
them always wtU be displeasing to 
God. On the genuineness of the claim 
for this unlawful knowledge or infor
mation, let the reader see comments 
at 1 Sam. 28: 12. 

Verse 7. There were three methods 
of forming the images; cast or molten, 
hammered, and chiseled or carved. Ma
nasseb had one of the last kind made 
and put in the house of God. The 
language of the verse is the same in 
meaning as verse 4. 

Verse 8. The promise never to re
move bls people from the land was 
based on the condlUons stated 1n the 
verse. 80 tJr,at they win toke heed. is 
another way of sayIng, If they w1ll 
take heed, etc. The whole law is gen
eral and includes everything that 
Moses had delivered for their govern
ment. The other words are almost the 
same in meaning. Statutes means the 
formal enactments, and the ord.inances 
holds out the idea ot' things that had 
been ordained, call1ng attention to the 
fact that there was authority behind 
them. By the hana 01 Moses is very 
significant in view of the efforts of the 
sabbatarians to discount the authority 
of Moses. Since these laws were given 
to the people from God, it does not 
lessen their authority and binding ef
fect to have been given through this 
human agency. 

Verse 9. To do worse than the 
heathen Is comparative. In view of 
the advantages that the people of God 
had enjoyed, in the way ot enlighten' 
ment aDd evidence, they should have 
been far above such t'oolish practices 
as the ones they did. With that all 
being considered, their conduct was 
truly said to be worse than the 
heathen. 

Verse 10. In addltton to the infor
mation stated In the preceding verse, 
God spoke directly to the king and 
his people about their conduct. Would 
not hearken Is the same in thought as 

the statement ot Isaiah In Ch. 1: 3 ot 
his book. It is there declared that 
the reason God's people did not have 
any better knowledge ot his way was, 
"my people doth not consider. II A 
speCific instance of such stubbornness 
Is seen in the present case. 

Verse 11. This should not be can· 
fused with any ot the national cap· 
tivities. It was a special judgment 
upon Manasseh by which he was tern· 
porarlly dethroned and taken orr to 
Assyria. I shall quote trom the history 
at Josephus on this event; Antiquities, 
book 10, chapter 3. "And when they 
perservered in the same couree of Ufe. 
God raised up war against them from 
the king of Babylon and Chaldea [that 
territory was then in control ot the 
Assyrians] , who scnt an army against 
Judea, and laId waste the country; 
and caught king Manasseh by treach
ery, and ordered him to be brou·ght to 
him, and had him under his power to 
inflict what punishment he pleased 
upon him." 

Verses 12. 13. The punishment 
brought Manasseh to repentance and 
prayer. God is ever corupasaionate to
ward those who become truly penitent, 
and he heard the prayer of this hu· 
miliated monarch and caused hIm to 
be released. In the same place in 
Josephus the history is continued as 
tallows: "But then it was that Man
asseh perceived what a miserable con
dition he as tn, and esteeming himself 
the cause of all, he besought God to 
render his enemy human and merci
ful to him. Accordingly, God heard his 
prayer, and granted bim what he 
prayed for. So Mann.sseh was released 
by the king of Babylon, and escaped 
the danger he was in." 

Verses 14-16. After his repentance 
Manasseh trjed to "show his taith by 
his works." He improved the wall 
that was near the water supply which 
Hezekiah had arranged, which was on 
the west side ot the city. He put mUi
tary captains in aU the fenced (walled) 
cities of Judah, and thus was con· 
cerned about the defense of the COUD
try. He not only improved the tem
poral features ot the country, but was 
active tor its religious interests also. 
He removed all the articles used in 
heathen worship In the temple, and 
cast them out of the city. The torm 
of worship that had been going on tn 
behalf of the heathen gods, naturally 
caused the true worship to be neg
lected and its altar to be let go down. 
Manasseh accordingly repai red it and 
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proved his sincerity about it by offer
ing sacrifices thereon. Peace offerings 
were one item or the major sacrifices 
prescribed by the law in Leviticus 3. 
Thank: o!Jering. were not neccssarUy 
any specified kind of offerings. The 
term bas reference more to the mo
tive or occRslon for making the ofter
Ing. After setting the example, he 
then commanded the people to serve 
the God of Israel, not those ot' the 
heathen about them. On thIs part of 
Manaaseh's reformation, Josephus gives 
us his account which I will Quote, and 
It Is hi the same section of bls bis
tory already copied from above and 
Is as follows: "And when he was come 
to Jerusalem, he endeavored, If it 
were possible, to cast out of his mem
ory those bis former sins against God, 
of which he now repented, and to 
apply himself to a very re11gious 11fe. 
He sanctified the temple, and purged 
the city, and for the remainder of his 
days he was intent on nothing but to 
return his thanks to God tor his de
liverance, and to preserve him propi
tious to him all his Ufe long. He also 
instructed the multitude to do the 
same, as havIng very nearly experi
enced what a calamity he was fallen 
into by a contrary conduct. He also 
rebunt the altar, and offered the legal 
aacrUlces, as Moses commanded; and 
when he had re-establlshed what con· 
cerned the divine worship. as it ought 
to be, he took care ot the security of 
Jerusalem." The reader has frequently 
been cited to "outside" reading matter, 
and shown inspired examples for it by 
what some of the writers of the Bible 
have done. The Bible does not have 
need of human defenses, yet It is help. 
ful and encouraging to find that au
thentic secular authors corroborate 
the statements of the Inspired Word. 
Another thing, the Bible does not 
claim to give all the· details of the 
subjects treated, and if the secular 
histories gives some more of them, it 
is perfectly in order for the student 
to avail himself of them. 

Verse 17. See the remarks on high 
places at 1 KI. 3: 2_ That will help to 
understand why the subject Is men
tioned In the way It Is here. 

Verses 18, 19. ReBt 01 the actl. etc. 
Thts Is another reference to what we 
have been considering as "outside" 
reading, and explained at 1 KI. 14: 9. 
The seers were prophets, and called 
by that name sometimes because of 
the meaning of the word. A prophet Is 
able to lee into the future, and would 

thus be a seer on the same principle 
that one who does, is a doer. God used 
these seers to admonish and other
wise Instruct the king (Heb. 1: 1). In 
the comments on high places referred 
to tn V. 17, a distinction was made 
between those places in view of the 
different motives and uses that were 
made of them. In this paragraph the 
word is used in its bad sense, for It is 
associated with the religious groves 
and graven images, and they were al· 
ways idolatrous. 

Verse 20. Slept with. his fathers is 
explained at 1 Ki. 2: 10. The kings 
had their private homes in addltton 
to their use of the palace. These homes 
had some land about them that could 
be used for various purposes. It a 
king had met the full favor of the 
public sentiment, he was burled In the 
special location set aside tor the royal 
sepulchres. If it was otherwise, he 
was laid in some other place. In the 
case at Mana8seh the bUrial was In 
the private grounds about his house. 

Verse 21. Amon received the tbrone 
by regular succession, befng the Bon 
of the preceding king. He reigned in 
Jerusalem, an oft·repeated term. The 
force of it will be realized more, per
haps, tt we were to word it, he reIgned 
In Jerusalem; not Hebron or Shechem 
or Tirzah or Samaria. These places 
all bad been used as headquarters tal'" 
certain Jewish kings. but Jerusalem 
was the original and most authorita
tive capital. 

Verse 22. What Amon did was ap· 
proved by the people who were as evll 
as he, but 1m. t ·he Bight of the Lord his 
doings were sinful. Sacrificed and 
"erved are used In a way to imply Ii 
distinction between them, which Is 
true; but it is mainly In the senBe of 
the degree in his devotion. To mak;e 
sacrifice might merely mean to go 
through the formalities of the altar 
actions. Serve is from AB..o\D and Strong 
deftnes it, "&. primitlve root; to work 
(in any sense); by impUcation to 
serve. till, (causatively) enslave, etc." 
It therefore means to bend the energies 
of mind and body in &. daily routine 
that practically enslaves one to the 
object ot his admiration. Such a lite 
wou1d be commendable If llved in the 
service of the true God. 

Verse 23. Amon did worse than his 
father in that he did not humbly !e· 
pent at his sins. He trespassed more 
ana more, which means, as expressed in 
the ma.rgin, that he multiplied his tres
passes. Technically, this word means 
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to encroucb upon the rights and prop
erty of a.nother, but in this instance 
the original means something more 
serious. The first definition . in the 
lexicon is "guiltiness, a tault." In the 
A. V. the word 18 rendered by "sin" 
-4 times. The eIpressJon about Amon 
means that be got worse and worse 
In his slntul ute, Including all of his 
idolatrous activities and dally conduct. 

Verse 24. The lite of Amon was 80 
bad. that he provoked bis own per
Bonal servants to a rash action. Find
ing him in his own reSidence, they 
murdered him. This was an unlawful 
deed, for a man in authority should be 
removed by lawful means it done at aU. 

Verse 26. "Two wrongs do not make 
ODe right" Is an old saying. It was 
evidently the principle on ' which the 
citizens of the nation acted in their 
treatment of the assassins. The sinful 
Ute of Amon did not juatiry the ser
vanta in murdering their king. The 
law of capital punishment would call 
tor the execution of these servanta. 
The people of the land, there!ore, were 
acting lawfully when they slew the 
assassln8 ot the king. His SOD would 
have become king through the estab
lished rule of succession, independent 
ot the formal1tiee of these citizens. 
But their ceremonies were to .be a sort 
of publ1c protest against the action of 
the murderers of the preceding king. 

2 CHRONICLES 34 
Verse 1. In BtaUng the length of a 

reign, all of the years are counted 
from the Ume the king became the 
legal occupant of the throne until he 
quit it, either by death or otherwise. 
But in case be is too young to act in 
person, the high priest who is in ser
vice acts tor him untn such time that 
he can take upon himself the duties 
of a ruler. There was such a case in 
the reign of Joash or J ehoasb. (2 K.1. 
12: 2; 2 Chr. 24 : 2.) That Is what 
was done in the case of Josiah, for he 
was but 8 years old when he became 
king, and his enUre reign continued 
31 years. 

Verse 2. These commendations of 
Josiah apply to bis reign after he be
came ready to take active part in the 
affairs of the kingdom, and hence 
after he was old enough to be held 
accountable tor his conduct; this will 
appear evident in the next verse. 

Verse S. The eighth year of his 
reign would be when he was 16 years 
of age, and when he would be con· 

sldered responsible. It was at that 
time that he began. to leek after the 
God. at Dat>id. But be sUll was not 
very forward in the affairs of the king· 
dom. Like a judicious person, he apent 
• years In seeking after God, In which 
time he grew in years aDd knowledge. 
Such a preparation would qualIty a 
king to act wisely. Accordingly, atter 
12 years or preparation, and In the 
20th year of hIs Ufe, he began to take 
action. He started a work that was 
destined to develop into one of the 
greatest retormations In the history 
of that nation. He began by purging 
out the high places that had been de
voted to idolatrous sacrifices, and de· 
stroying the groves that had been 
used to shelter the Images of the false 
gods. Not only did be destroy all of 
the actual trees and groves of trees 
that were so used, but he destroyed all 
of the Images of those trees that had 
been made in imitation or such plants. 
He also destroYed the statues that had 
been erected to the heathen gods, 
whether they had been made by cast· 
lug or chiseling. 

Verse 4. Tn. his presence. Josiah 
ordered his men to destroy the altars 
ot BaaUm whUe he looked on, making 
sure thereby that the work was done. 
The Images or statues had been erected 
over the altars, as if the gods were 
present and beholding the service reno 
dered to them: all ot 8uch were de· 
stroyed. Made d.u8t is said of the 
(/t"O'Ve, in the same sense as it is said 
ot the images, thereby implying that 
they were made of metal. It wlll be 
well to quote trom Smith's Bible Dic
tionary on this subject. "Grove. A 
word used in the Authorized Version, 
with two exceptions, to translate the 
mysterious term ASHEHAH, which is 
not a grove, but probably an idol or 
image of 80me kind. It 1s also probable 
that there was· a. connection between 
this symbol or Image, whatever it was, 
and the BaCred public tree, tbe repre· 
sentation of wblch oceUI'll so frequently 
on the AssyrIan BCulptures." There 
was nothIng atrange about the making 
ot such metal Images tor worship. If 
the heathen nations worshiped certain 
trees, it would be consistent to make 
images ot them. As a result ot that 
practice, we will read of instances 
where the groves were cut down and 
destroyed, when it means these me
tallic images of the trees. They were
first burnt 80 as to have them in a 
corroded condition, then ground into 
dust and strewn OD the graves of the 
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onea who had been worshipers ot 
them. That was done in contempt of 
such gods, to demonstrate their utter 
helplessness. Those gods not only were 
unable to save their rollowers from 
death, but could not defend themselves 
from beIng crushed and con8igned to 
the last resting place of their deluded 
devotees. 

Verse 6, This Is a very brief account 
of the subject concerning the burning 
of these bones. Read the prophecy 
about It. with the fulfillment, In 1 Kl. 
13: 1. 2. and 2 KI. 23: 16. 17. This 
treatment of the bones of the priests 
would be for the same purpose 8S that 
done to the dust of the grove, recorded 
in the preceding verse, 

Vers.e 6. The citles named were in 
the former possessions of the 10 tribes. 
Those tribes bad been In Assyrian 
captivIty tor almost a century. but 
many of the traces of their great cor
ruption were left in the land, and 
Josiah extended his purging reforma· 
tion Into that territory. It was fltting 
that he do so, for the natton of the 10 
tribes was then to1l1ng In slavery 
among the heathen, and It was in 
punishment for the worship of these 
false gods. How appropriate, then, for 
him to destroy the Images. 
. Verse 7. Having completed his tour 

of reformation through the communi
ties of the places named, J oslah r~ 
turned to his own capital. Land of 
18raeJ sometimes applied to the whole 
of Palestine, but in this instance refers 
to the territory of the 10 tribes, of 
which Samaria was the capital. 

Verse 8. All bulldlngs without ex
ception are 8ubject to decay. and es
pecially if negleeted through Interest 
In outside matters. Hanng completed 
his purge of the land. and taken the 
Idolatrou8 Images out of the temple, 
Josiah next turned his attention to 
repairing the temple. This was in the 
18th year of his reign, which shows 
that he spent 6 years in the purging 
of the country. All of the men he 
called upon to see atter the repair 
work were important ones. Shapban 
was a scribe (2 Kl. 22: 3). Maaselab 
was governor (about the same in rank 
as our mayors) of the city, and Joah 
was a recorder, a position about the 
same as a secretary. 

Verse 9. The work that Josiah com· 
manded to be done required money, 80 
the men named in the preceding verse 
went to a lawful place for it. The 
Levltes had been receiving money from 

various sources and out of various 
communities as they kept the en· 
trances to the temple. Acting under 
orders from the king, these men went 
to the Levltes and got the money, then 
went to the high priest, which was in 
order to make a proper accounting 
within their reaponsibUlty. 

Verse 10. After they had made their 
proper report, and under the super· 
vision of the high priest. the highest 
offtclal over the temple, they put out 
the money to pay for the Jabor of the 
repair work. It was all done in a 
businesslike manner, contacting first 
those who were overseers or foremen, 
who In turn would expend It on the 
men who wrou(fAt or worked on the 
repairs. 

Verse 11. An arti/lCer was "a fabrl· 
cator ot any material" according to 
the definition In the lexicon. When 
used In connection with a building, It 
would refer to the man having general 
oversight of the formation of its struc· 
tUre. The builders were the OleD who 
actually did the bodily work according 
to the directions ot the artificer8. 
These two classes of men would know 
what kinds of material were needed 
for the repairs, so the money was sup. 
plied to them to go out and buy them. 
Ooupling, were braces Or brackets, 
placed in the angles or corners ot the 
buUding to support It. To 'ftoor is 
translated Uto ratter" in the margin. 
The lexicon wtll admit the definition, 
but it also would retain the translation 
in the text. It is defined. "to impose 
timbers (tor roof or 1100r)" 80 it 
means any heavy pieces of wood neces-
sary to repair the buUdlng. Hou8es is 
In the plural because there were the 
temple and palace. and both bad been 
neglected by the preceding kings and 
had fallen into disrepair. 

Verse 12. This verse gets nearer to 
the working forces of the great project 
set in motion by Josiah. A former 
verse named the more superior men, 
this names the men actually doing the 
work. Did the work faithfuny would 
include the fact that they obeyed their 
foremen as to how the work abould be 
done. al80 that they workec;l and did 
not shirk. Not only was the bullding 
needing repairs, but the musical in· 
struments that David had Introduced 
had been somewhat tossed aside and 
had to be repaired or replaced. And 
since they were used In connection 
with the worship, and since that was 
always in the hands of the Levltes. it 
was in order that the matter of those 
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instruments be attended to by other 
of the Lemtu. 

Verse 13. There were tasks in con
nection with the repair work that 
CQuid properly be performed by per
sons from any of the tribes, but the 
major portion of them came from the 
tribe of Levi. That was especially true 
of such tasks as clerical services, and 
the responsibility for guardIng the 
gates, whicb was done by the porters. 

Verse H. MotWv that 10(1.8 brought 
means the money that bad previously 
been deposited in the treasury of the 
temple. It had to be taken out in 
order to follow the instructions of the 
king for the repairs of the temple. 
Fou.nd a book. This has been the occa
stan tor many {ancUul speeches, in
tended to enlarge on the neglect of 
the Btble of which so many are guilty. 
In order to put emphasis on the in· 
stance, they even add their imagina
tion by saying that the boOk was found 
amidst the rubbish that had been al
lowed to accumulate in the house ot 
God. There is nothing said about such 
a subject. All that can justly be said 
Is that no attention bad been given 
the book previously, but that the pro
gram the king had put into action 
caused a closer inspection ot all the 
surroundings. It is significant that 
the book was found when tbey were 
vis1ting the place where the money 
was deposited. That money was taken 
from the incomes of the people, and 
was added unto almost constantly. That 
fact would discount the tdea that the 
book was "hidden in the rubbish." It 
was tound at the same Ume these men 
were thinking about the repalr work 
ready to be started in the building, 
and thus when the attention of all 
was more alert to the conditions. Many 
professed children of God today might 
"find" the Bible in the same sense that 
Is applied to the case under Josiah. 
A Bible might be lying on a table or 
in a library shelt and be unnoticed 
for years, until some person called 
attention to the importance ot reading 
It. And it it should then be done, 
many halt-hearted Christians would be 
&s surprised as Josiah was, when they 
discovered how tar they had dritted 
from their path of duty. 

Verse 15. Hilkiah was high priest 
and second to none in authority over 
matters pertaining to the religious ac
tivities. The scribes, however, had the 
special work of copying the law, and 
it would seem consistent with their 
role to handle what copies that were 

already written. So the high priest 
turned over the book to the scribe. 

Verse 16. The wording of this verse 
might be a little confusing, as it sounds 
as if Shaphan made two trips to see 
the king. The thought is tbat he had 
to make a report to the king anyway, 
so whUe he was at it he just took the 
book along. No doubt that fact figured 
somewhat in the act of the high priest 
in putting the newly found book Into 
bis hands. He knew that be soon was 
going to see the king, and hence would 
be the ftrst to have occasion to tell him 
about the book. - But before bringing 
up that Bubject, he made his report on 
the conduct of the king's servants, that 
all things were done according to the 
royal orders. 

Verse 17. Shaphan did not stop with 
a general statement of the work ot the 
servants. He gave the detail ot gather
Ing together the money that was avall
able in the house of the Lord, and 
making proper distribution ot it; it 
was placed in proper bands. 

Verse 18. Having made his business 
report, the scribe then mentioned the 
subject of the book. He told the king 
who had found it and deltvered it to 
him. The king did not take the book 
but had Shaphan to read it in his 
hearing. 

Verse 19. Men as well as women 
wore certain loose clothing over their 
inner garments. There was a custom 
of tearing the skirt of the garment at 
times of great grief or anxiety. Where 
or when this practice started I do not 
know. When Josiah heard the reading 
of the book he rent his clothes. That 
was not in protest or disrespect for 
what the book said; he had great rever
ence tor it; but he was shocked at the 
awful sltuaUon it Indicated they were 
in, and determined to make further 

. inquiry. 
Verses 20, 21. Moses was the writer 

of the law of the Lord and he com
pleted his work. It any new or specifiC 
information were needed, it had to be 
learned through the prophets or other 
Inspired persons who would be ·given 
messages tor the occasion. (Heb.1: 1.) 
Josiah knew that the nation had de· 
parted from the law in many respects, 
but had not realized bow far. until 
Shaphan' had read It betore him. Ac· 
cordingly, be was concerned about get· 
ting direct instructions from the Lord, 
and commanded these persons to en
quire 01 the Lord. His attention to 
the material improvements of the 
temple was now diverted and centered 
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on a spiritual reformation, even more 
intense than what he had done in the 
beginning of his reign. 

Verse 22. Strong, in his lexicon, says 
a prophetess is an inspired woman. 
In all of the dispensations, God has 
occasionally used Inspired women in 
his work. Miriam was a prophetess 
(Ex. 15: 20), who was sttU under the 
Patriarchal Dispensation. Philip had 
four daughters who prophesied (Acts 
21: 9), and that was in the Christian 
Dispensation. Now we have Huldah 
as an inspired prophetess. But we 
must not forget that all such were tern· 
porary arrangements of God, and that 
when he finally got his Revelation to 
man complete. all miraculous methods 
of information were discontinued, and 
mankind was left solely to depend on 
the written Word which is perfect. (1 
Cor. 13: 10; James 1: 25.) The men 
appointed by the king went to this 
prophetess for information concerning 
the crisis that Josiah feared was at 
hand. The woman's husband had the 
care of the sacred garments that were 
worn by the priests while in active 
service. She would very logically be 
dwelltng nearby, so the text says it 
was in the college. The marginal read· 
ing is "second part," which agrees 
with the lexicon. It is from MISHNEH 
and the definition is, "a repetition, 1. e. 
a dupUcate (copy of a document). or a 
double (in amount): by implication a. 
second (in·order, rank, age, qua.lity or 
location."-Strong. Moffatt's transla
tion gives it that she lived "in the 
second ward" of Jerusalem. It Is thus 
clear: she was an Inspired woman, yet 
occupied a secondary residence in the 
city where her husband had the im
portant assignment of caring for the 
sacred garments. 

Verses 23, 24. Evil is a word with 
wide extent of meaning, including ad· 
versity and afHiction. In this verse it 
has special reference to the things that 
had been warned about in the writings 
of Moses. Many of these are written 
in Deut. 27 and 28. Huldah did not 
give any new information as to the 
curses that were to come, only that 
the ones already written about were 
soon to be brought upon them. 

Verse 25. All forms of service to 
false gods were displeasing to the true 
God, but the burning of incense seemed 
to be the highest indication of devo
tion, and was especially offensive to 
God. That was the reason that it was 
the special thing that distinguished 
the rights of the. priests from all 

others. (Ch. 26: 18.) S"all not be 
quenched is a final deCision, from 
which nothing can move the Lord. All 
of the reformative work of Josiah 
co'itld not save the nation from the 
impending doom. But even in the 
midst of the conditions, and just as 
God was affirming that nothing could 
change his mind, he still admonished 
sinners to repent and seek the favor 
of God. It is natural to wonder if 
there were not some contradictions in 
the actions of the Lord. There were 
not, but we need to consider that God's 
dealings with the nation as a whole 
was one thing, and those of individuals 
was another. For a more detailed dis
cussion of this subject see my com
ments at 2 Ki. 22: 17. 

Verse 26. This verse is for the per
sonal benefit of the king. It will be an 
instance of the distinction referred to 
in the preceding verse. Let it be noted 
that Josiah was credited with seeking 
information 01 the Lord, even though 
he was applying to the prophetess. The 
thought is important; it signifies that 
the words of any of the persons who 
are inspired of God, are divine words, 
and he who disregards them is guilty 
of having disregarded the words of 
God and of disobeying them. 

Verse 27. Heart waa tender means 
it was penitent toward God. Had 
Josiah been resentful and inclined to 
justify himself and the nation, both 
he and the nation would have been 
punished. Instead. he performed the 
actions that were the accustomed signs 
of penitence in those days (the actions 
described in the body of this verse). 

Verse 28. The doom of the nation 
was sealed, and all of the work of 
Josiah could not stop It. But on ac
count of his personal righteousness, 
the Lord promised to delay the na
tional calamity until after he was gone. 
Gather thee to thy lathers has the 
same meaning as "slept with his 
fathers," which is explained at 1 K1. 
2: 10. Gatih.ered ... in peace means 
that he will not die as a easualty of 
the great tribulation threatened upon 
the nation. It cannot mean that he 
would die "from natural causes," for 
Ch. 35: 20-24 shows that he died by 
violence. The peace promised him 
consisted in the fact that his eyes 
would not see all the evil that was to 
be brought upon his beloved country. 

Verse 29. Elders is not an official 
term, but refers to the older men 
among the people, and who would be 
expected to be leaders in judgment. 
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Also, men who would be foremost in 
{eeUDg the wetght of respoDsibillty tor 
the actions of the nation. Josiah 
wished to have these leading cltiz~ns 
with him 815 he held a consultation 
with certain officers and the populace 
in general. 

Verse 30. This was a solemn assem
bly. It was composed ot all the men. 
of Judah (that were present) and the 
local citizens of the ctty. The priest. 
and Levite8, which means that portion 
of the tribe that was of the priestly 
faml1y. and the tribe as a whole, Great 
and _mall means old and young. There 
were many thousands of people In the 
land, so we know they could not all 
have gone up in.to the Muse 01 the 
Lord. The verse means, therefore, that 
all of the ranks or sections of the 
population that Bfe named. were rep
resented tn the gathering. Josiah did 
not depend on htB memory to present 
the case to the assemblage, but read 
the book in their ears. 

Verse 31. Stood in hi., place means 
be stood in a spot that bad been pre
pared for bim. to be in the sight and 
hearing of the crowd.. The king per-
sonally made a covenant, signifying 
that he, for one, promised to walk 
after the Lord. Oommandments refer 
to the law in general; testtmOrnies are 
the words that had been attested and 
found to be correct: the atatute8 mean 
the fixed and formal enactments of 
the law. Heart and ,oul are pracUcaUy 
the same, but the two words used to
gether add emphasis to the declaration. 
To perform the words denotes that 
they not only heard the words read, 
but would proceed to put them into 
practice. It suggests the statement in 
James 1: 22. 

Verse 32. Josiah caused the audience 
to agree to the covenant be had made 
with God. They not only promised to 
do so, but the inspired writer states 
they did It. 

Verse 33. ThiB verse 18 a general 
statement of Josiah's activities, includ· 
ing . the work then in the futUre as 
well as that already done. The work 
of reformation that this righteous king 
performed was st1l1 In Ita Infancy 
when this verse was compoeed., but the 
inspired writer gave a complete cover· 
age ot the work whUe on the subject. 
Note it says that aU 11.(, days the 
people followed the Lord. We shall see 
them soon forget it after Josiah is 
gone. 

2 CHRONICLES 35 
Verse 1. This passover was the feast 

Instituted by Moses on the night the 
chlldreri of Israel prepared to leave 
Egypt. It was so named because the 
Lord made certaIn exceptions to a 
great destruction of Ufe among the 
famille •. All the firstborn of the Egyp
tians. and any others who did not ob· 
serve this feast. were to be visited with 
the death of the oldest member at the 
famUy. If a family of the Israelites 
carried out the requirementa of this 
ordinance, which Included the sprink· 
ling of blood over the doors ot the 
homes, the death angel would pass over 
that house. It was then establ1shed as 
one of the set feasts of the nation. to 
be obser_ved on the 14th day of the 1st 
month of each year. (Ex. 12.) 

Verse 2. Bet th.e priest, in their 
charoes indicates that Josiah required. 
some system to be observed. The 
priests were assigned their several 
duties, and were encouraged to car ry 
on the divine service that had been 
given Into their hands. 

Verse 3. The Levltes (ol whom were 
the priests) . were to teach the people. 
Read Lev. 10: 11; Deut. 17 : 9; Mal. 
2: 7. Put the holy <wk in the house 
ImpUes that It was then outSide its 
own proper room. Ch. 5: 7 states that 
it was placed in the re by Solomon, and 
there Is no evidence that it had been 
ta.ken out. Moffatt's translation of this 
passage shows a different construction 
of the language, which agrees with all 
the known facts and I shall quote It. 
"Since the sacred ark," said he, "was 
placed Inside the temple built by Solo· 
man the son of David. king at Israel, 
and you have no longer to carry Jt on 
your shoulders. see to the worship of 
the Eternal your God. and ot his people 
Israel." 

Verse 4. In the general disorder 
that had befallen the nation, the orders 
or courses that David bad InsUtuted 
lor the priesthood had shared tn the 
contuston. Josiah Instructed them to 
adjust themselves to the proper places 
again. 

Verse 5. This verse is practically a 
repetition ot the preceding one. But 
the importance at proper order was 80 
great that the king did not wish to 
take any chances on the men being 
short about their performances. 8tam4 
115 from an original word that has a 
very wide extent at applications; all 
at them, however. are in just two 
major classes; either figurative or 
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Uteral. The priests were to continue 
In the holy place that had been ap
pointed for them in the law. One fam
By was not to encroach upon the work 
or place of another, but was to observe 
the order given to their forefathers. 

Verse 6. After the instructions of 
the several preceding verses, the people 
were told in direct terms' to kill the 
passover. It reminds us of the intro· 
ductory instructions that Moses gave 
the people on the night of the first 
passover. (Ex. 12.) Sanctify, In every 
passage of the Old Testament this is 
from the same Hebrew word, which is 
QADASH. Strong's definition is, "a primi
tive root; to be (causatively make, 
pronounce or observe as) clean (cere
monially or morally)", A man was not 
permitted to partake of the passover 
if he were unclean in any sense, hence 
the full definition would apply in the 
command that Josiah gave the people. 
One illustration ot ceremonial unclean
neSB would be where a man had touched 
a dead person. Actual uncleanness re
quires no UlustraUon to make it under-
stood by the reader. Prepare your 
breth-ren was addressed to these La-
vltes, who will be in charge of the 
feast. They were to transmit the order 
of the king to their brethren of the 
nation, and see that they removed any 
detect, either ceremonial or actual, that 
would hinder them from partaking of 
the feast. Word 0' the Lord by the 
hand 01 MOBe$. This is another In
stance that shows the writings of Moses 
to have been the Lord's word. It is a 
solemn rebuke for the sabbatarians 
who presume to distinguish between 
the two as to authority of the word. 

Verse 7. The vast number of animals 
that Josiah gave to the people indi
cates the size of the group assembled 
for the teast. Under the circumstances, 
he knew that few of them would be 
provided with the beasts, so out of his 
own private property he made the do
nation. Mention is made of bullocks 
which might be a little contusing, since 
the sheep or goat only was used in the 
passover. But the feast of unleavened 
bread of 7 days followed the passover 
immediately, and in that period they 
observed an ol1erf1l(l made by fire. 
(Lev. 23: 8.) This would call for the 
larger animals. 

Verse 8. The princes were leading 
citizens of the country but not neces
sarily omcers. Having been favored 
with an abundance of possessions. they 
wilUngly shared them with the people, 
also with the official and unofficial 

members of the tribe of Levi. Hilkiah 
and Zechariah and Jehiel had charge 
of the temple. The first was high 
priest, the one who found the book 
that caused this great movement of 
reformation. It would be particularly 
appropriate for him to show a prac· 
tical interest in the work of recon
struction. by giving out of his pos
sessions unto the common priests, so 
they could have wherewith to sacrifice 
to the Lord. Small cattle has no words 
in the original, but is followed by the 
conjunction and, which connects with 
the word oxen which we know are the 
larger cattle. The connection, there· 
fore, justifies the words small cattle, 
meaning lambs of the sheep or goats. 
since all animals were called cattle. 

Verse 9. The men named were chief 
of the Levites. The word is defined in 
the lexicon, "a head person of any 
rank or class." So they were not neces.~ 
sarily omcers, but outstanding men of 
the tribe. Such men would likely have 
more property. and they graciously 
shared it with their fellow-Levites, so 
they could take part in the great 
feast. Sm.aU cattle takes the same ex· 
planation that is made in the preced
ing verse. 

Verse 10. Everything was "all set" 
for the important observance. Each 
man took his place tor duty, whether 
he were a priest and ready for the 
direct service at the altar, or of the 
other Levites, and ready for secondary 
work in connection with the cere
monies. And the whole procedure was 
according to the king's commandment. 

Verse 11. The animal was killed by 
having his throat cut. That caused the 
blood to be available, and it was first 
used by the priests by sprinkling or 
dashing It by hand on the altar. Then 
the other Levites would fiay (skin) 
the carcass and prepare it for burning 
on the altar. 

Veree 12. Certain parts of some of 
the animals were to be burned on the 
altar. Certain other parts were to be 
given to the people for their individual 
service to the Lord. This 18 the ex
planation of the verse. 

Verse 13. The pasBOver was the Bet 
feast for this time of the year, and 
the law required that it be roasted, not 
boiled. (Ex. 12: 8, 9.) Other ofterlngs 
that the people made along about the 
same time could be sodden, which 
means they were boiled. The cooking 
was done in whatever vessels were 
convenient. After being cooked, they 
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were divided among the people tor 
toDd. 

Verse U. They In the verses DOW 
being considered means the Levites in 
general. They bad to do the bulk of 
the work, while the priests (the Le· 
vites who came trom Aaron), had to 
do the omcial work about the altar. 
Atter the congregation bad been waited 
on. these unofficial Levltes were re
leased to get ready for their own otter
lngs. And while they were at it they 
prepared for the priests also because 
they bad not bad any time to do 80 for 
themselves. The fat Is specially men
tioned because it was the most im
portant part of an animal that was 
offered on theaUar. It referred to the 
richest portion. such 8S the suet and 
the material that clung to the kidneys 
aDd Intestines. It had DO reference to 
what 1s commonly called "fat meat." 

Verse 15. The .011.8 Of Asaph were a 
scbool of poets and musical composers 
founded by Asaph. accordtng to Smith's 
Bible Dictionary. The word "school" 
means group or class in about the same 
sense as we speak of a "school" of 
fishes. David had appointed this group 
to the song program In connection with 
the passover. 

Verse 16. Promptness was mani
fested by the persons charged with the 
preparations, for they were all accom
plished in ' one day. The immediate 
orders came from the king, Josiah, but· 
originally they were ordained through 
Moses at Sinai. 

Verse 17. All of the people, whether 
male or female, were .permitted to be 
present at the feast of the passover, 
but the males only were required to 
be. That explains why the verse says 
that those that were pre8ent kept the 
feast. The entire feast required 8 days; 
and 7 of that period was the feast of 
unleavened bread, and it was preceded 
by the passover. The periOd as a whole 
is freQ.uently referred to in the Old 
and New Testaments by either term, 
passover or feast of unleavened bread. 
If that Is kept in mind It might save 
the student of the Bible some COD

fusion. 
Verse 18. This verse makes a com

parison that goes back to Samuel the 
prophet. The corresponding paBSage 
in 2 Kl. 23: 22 goes back to the days 
Of the judges. But there Is no contra
diction for Samuel was one ot the 
judges as well as being a prophet. (1 
Sam. 7: 6.) There waa a specifl.c for
mula for observing the feast of the pass-

over. and that d(d Dol allow tor any 
variation. It would be questioned. 
then, bow there could be any 8uch 
comparison made as Is done bere. The 
comparison is to the number at per
sons participating and the zeal mani
fested, not to the form of observance. 

Verse 19. This wonderful passover 
observance was 13 years before Josiah 
closed his career. From that time on, 
however, we have very Ilttle informa· 
tlon about him. 

Verse 20. Preparing the temple had 
nothing to do with the movements of 
the king of Egypt. The writer merely 
mentions It In the way of dates; that 
the expedition of Necho was after the 
repair of the temple and the reforma.
tory work that accompanied It. By 
such a statement, the reader will be 
informed that the sad atra.1r about to 
be reported ' dJd not interfere with the 
lite work of the good king. The king 
of Egypt made a tour against a city on 
the Euphrates. To do 80 he had to 
travel across some territory, in which 
Josiah felt an interest, not far from 
Nazareth. But he was passing along 
peaceably and not making any dis.
turbance against the land of Palestine. 
However, Josiah went out with the in
tention of interooptlng him. 

Verse 21. We do not know why God 
wished the people of Charchemlsh 
chastised. But it was not the only in
stance in which ODe heathen people 
was sent against another. by the ordi
nance of the Lord. (2 Kt. 5: 1.) It 
was done also after this in the days of 
Nebuchadnezzar (Ezk. 26: 7), and later 
in the days of Belshazzar (Dan. 5: 28). 
It was a meddllng with the work of 
God, theretore, for Josiah to Interfere 
with the march of Necho. 

Verse 22. This verse shOW8 that 
Necho was telUng the truth wben he 
said that God was with him. The tn
spired writer is the one who tells us 
that the words of Necho were from the 
mouth, Of God. Josiah committed the 
one great mistake of his lIte in this 
case. He dIsguised himselt in an at
tempt to escape deteat. He should 
have remembered the like conduct ot 
Ahab (1 Kt. 22: 30·37) , and the la!!ure 
that he suttered. But he persisted in 
his own way and thought to elude the 
danger that usually confronts a man 
when he goes out to battle; especially 
in a cause that i8 not his. bUstneBB. 

Verse 23. The archers were those 
who used the bow and arrow, a com
mon weapon of warfare in those Urnes. 
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The simple -statement is made that 
they gMt at Josiah, but the rest or 
the verse shows they hit bim. Sore 
'lOOunded is worded "made sick" in the 
margIn. The lexicon would agree with 
it, tor part ot the definition is. "to be 
weak, sick. afflicted." The idea is that 
be was Dot only critically hurt, but 
was still fully conscious and could feel 
the sickentng e1tect of his wound. 

Verse 24. A ,econa chariot was one 
in reserve, not in direct Une of com
bat. It was thus used as we would 
use an ambulance. and served to brjng 
the wounded king to his capital at 
Jerusalem. The statement and he died 
1s made atter the one about his being 
brought to Jerusalem. That does not 
make it mean, however, that the death 
occurred after arrival. It Is just a 
common form ot express ion in the 
BIble. where the several facts ot a cir· 
cumstance may be named with very 
little r egard for their chronological 
order. The corresponding passage In 
2 Kl. 23: 30 plainly says that the ser
vants ca.rried him in his chariot dead. 
Where two dIfferent, but not conflict
ing accounts of an event are given, 
one more specific than the other, the 
one that Is clearer should be used to 
explain the other. Josiah was critically 
wounded, but death was not lostan· 
taneous, for he felt and announced his 
terr ible condition. It was a consider
able distance from the scene ot the 
tragedy to Jerusalem, and the king did 
not live to see It. He was burled In 
one of the family tombs. Judah was 
his proper realm and Jerusalem was 
Its capital. The whole nation mourned 
the passing of one ot the best kings it 
had ever had. 

Verse 25. Jeremiah was ODe ot the 
writing prophets and wrote two or the 
books in our Bible. But, like many 
otber writers at old, he wrote or ex
pressed some things that have not 
been handed down to UB. It W88 very 
natural that he, "the weeping prophet," 
should lament the death ot so good a 
man as Josiah. The singing men and 
women expressed their sentiment in 
their .composltion. To thi8 day means 
to the day this book was being written. 
It is similar to a common expression 
ot wrlters in current publtcatioDs, "as 
we go to press." Made them am ordi
nance denotes that they established It 
as a custom to mourn the sad fate of 
their good king. Written in the lamen
taticmB does not have any special refer
ence to the book bearing that name. 
It Is from a. word that is defined, "s 

dirge (8.8 accompanied by beating the 
breasts or on Instruments)."-Strong. 

Verses 26, 27. For comments on this 
thought see 1 Ki. 14: 19. 

2 CHRONICLES 36 
Verse 1. Made 114m king refers to 

the ceremonies ot pubUcly acknowledg
ing him as their king; he was actually 
made king by succession. It might be 
compared to the Inauguration rites ot 
a man who has been already eJected to 
an office. 

Verse 2. Jehoahaz wss the ruler by 
natUral rights and thus the regular 
heir to the throne, yet he held it for 
3 months only. The circumstances that 
made bis reign so short wlU be rio 
ported soon. 

Verse 3. The inspired record does 
not explain why the Egyptlan king 
was suffered to take such a prominent 
part In the a.ffalrs of Jerusalem. This 
Is the same king who was opposed by 
Josiah, father of Jehoahaz. The As· 
syrians were in power at the time of 
Josiah's death, but were nearing the 
end of their rule. In tact, it occurred 
in the beginning of the reign of Je· 
holaklm. of whom we will read in the 
next verse. Jehoahaz was dethroned 
and the land condemned, which means 
it was put under a tribute or money. 

Verse 4. We are not told why Necho 
changed the name of EUakim to Je· 
hoiaklm, but the name was recognized 
afterward by the writers of the Bible. 
The simple statement is made that J e~ 
hoahaz was taken to Egypt. But Jere
mIah the prophet said he was to die 
there, never having seen his natlve 
land again. (Jer. 22: 11, 12.) 

Verse 5. This reign ot 11 years tn
eluded the years be was sitting on the 
throne. but subject to the king of 
Babylon. Soon after he was 1)ut on 
the throne by Necho, the Assyrian 
power was overthrown by the Chal· 
deans, otherwise known as Babylo
nIans, ot whom Nebuchadnezzar was 
ruler at the time. As soon as he came 
into power in Babylon, he went to Jeru
salem and induced Jebolakim to ac
knowledge his supremacy; but atter 3 
years be rebelled against that relation· 
ship. (2 Kl. 24 : 1. ) The king of Baby· 
Ion then put him under greater sub
jection. Jeholaklm was permItted to 
occupy the throne in Jerusalem tor 8 
years longer, but subject to the king 
of Babylon. (2 Kl. 24: H.) 

Verse 6. The events of this verse 
came at the end ot the en.tire reign of 
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Jehoiakim that was referred to- in the 
preceding verse. The corruptions under 
the reign of this king were so many 
that God became weary with them and 
caused the BabylonIan king to come 
up to Jerusalem and take him from 
his throne. More details of the a1I'air 
are given in 2 Ki. 24: 2-4. The king 
was bound with fetters to be taken to 
Babylon. 

VerBe 7. Nebuchadnezzar also took 
the valuable vessels of the temple with 
him, and placed them in his own 
temple in Babylon, which was his capi
tal. This great event may be said to 
have completed the first captivity. 
which was begun at the end of the 
third year of Jehoiakim. That was 
also the beginning of the famous 70 
years captivity. of which we will hear 
much when we come to the study of 
the prophecies. That is, the beginning 
of the 4th year of Jehoiakim marks 
the date, not only of the beginning of 
the "seventy years captivity," but the 
date of the 1st of the .. three captivi· 
ties."' I have gone so much into detail 
about these .. three captivities" at their 
account in the book of Kings, that not 
much space will be taken for it here. 
I ask the reader to consult carefully 
all the comments on 2 Kl. 24 and 25. 

Verse 8. There is very little said as 
to the details of Jeboiakim's reign, 
either here or in the corresponding 
passage in 2 Kl. 24. Hence we have a 
very clear reason in this case, why it 
was so often stated that the "rest of 
the acts" of rulers was written in 
those outside reading bOOks. See the 
comments at 1 K1. 14: 19. 

Verse 9. 3eholachln has two other 
forms for his name In other parts of 
the Bible, and it will be well for the 
student to bear them In mind in order 
to avoid confusion. They are, Jeconlah 
and Contah. The common text says 
he was 8 ears old when he began to 
reign. The corresponding passage in 
2 Ki. 24: 8 says he was 18. The one 
in Kings evidently is the correct one. 
But the critic of the Bible will have 
nothing to boast about, or to claim it 
to have been the work of man.· The 
difference Is too plain not to have been 
noticed by the, men who composed the 
volume, had it been the work of un
inspired man. Had the two accounts 
been so written originally as they now 
stand, the mistake would have .been 
noticed by the writers on their first 
reading of it, and would have been cor
rected. But a blurred manuscript could 
easily have been misread by a copyist. 

Jehoiachin at the age of 18 years, was 
old enough to be "on his own" in the 
kingship. He was an evn ruler and 
the Lord suffered his political su
perior (Nebuchadnezzar) to take him 
away into the captivity. 

Verse 10. Jehoiachln was permitted 
to reign but a few months when Nebu
chadnezzar came up against him and 
his capital, and took him away to 
Babylon. At the same time he took the 
goOdlV vessels of the house of the 
Lord; that is. he took some of them. 
Verse 7 says he took of the vessels, 
which would still leave a part of them, 
and at the time we are now consider
ing he took some more of them but 
left some. He made a change in the 
rulership also. Jehoiachln was only 18 
years of age when he was taken from 
his- throne. It is not likely that he 
had any children to Inherit his place. 
But the entire regime was under the 
subjection of Babylon anyway. so that 
whatsoever changes that country would 
see fit to make could be expected. Men 
had more than one name In those days 
and they were used interchangeably. 
For instance, Mattantah was one name 
and Zedekiah another of the same man, 
and he was a Bon of Josiah. Another 
thing to remember is that a relative 
of a man was sometimes spoken of as 
his own relative of the same rank; so 
a man's father's brother might be said 
to be his brother. It was that way in 
the case at hand. Zedekiah was really 
the brother of Jehoiakim. father of 
Jehoiachin. but here spoken of as his 
brother. We shOUld consider 2 Ki. 
24: 17 and 1 Chr. 3: 15 In connection 
with this verse, In order to get this 
relationship clear in our minds. The 
taking of J ehoiachin to Babylon con
stituted the 2nd of the three captivi
ties already spoken of. Because he 
reigned such a small fraction of a 
year, any date based on the years after 
"Jehoiachin's captivity" or on the 
number of years of Zedekiah's reign 
would be the same date. The fuller 
account of Jeholachin's captivity, Is 
given In 2 KI_ 24: 10-16_ It can be seen 
at that place that it was the most im
portant of the "three captivities" in 
the way of casualties. At that time the 
king of Babylon took away most of the 
vessels of the temple and stored them 
in the heathen bunding in his own 
capital city. He took also the best 
portions of the inhabitants, leaving 
only the poorest sort of the people. 
Among the great men whom he took 
away was the prophet Ezekiel. (Ezk. 
1: 2; 40: 1_) 
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Verse 11. This verse Is a general 
statement of the entire reign of Zede
kiah. Some of the datana of the reign 
will be given in the following verses. 
Other details are recorded in the writ
ings ot Ezekiel, scattered through sev
eral chapters of hlB book. From these 
dtfrerent sources It can be seen that 
the 11 years of the reign of Zedekiah 
were filled with evU. He was rebelltouB 
and proud. and unmindful of his obli
gation to the king ot Babylon. 

Verse 12', The conduct of Zedekiah 
was evll in 1M ,;uht of tile LonJ. That 
Is what counts, whether man approves 
or not. Humility Is placed opposite of 
evll. and It should be 80 placed. Pride 
Is mantleated in more than one way. 
If a man refuses to cease hts evU ways, 
the Lord considers it to be an evidence 
of pride. That 18 especially true if be 
bas been admonished and offered in
struction. This wicked man had just 
such opportunities in the service of 
Jeremiah the prophet. In Jer. 21 1s 
the record of the circumstance when 
Zedekiah sent to tbe prophet for in
fonnation. It was given him, and be 
was admonished to submit to the rule 
or Nebuehadnezzar. He was furtber 
told that resistance would be in vain 
and that it would be better tor him 
personally to cease bis evlI ways. But 
the admonition was spurned and he 
thought be could evade the doom that 
God had decreed against bim and the 
nation tor their disobedience. 

Verse 13. In rebelling against Nebu
chadnezzar, he not only was dl80bey
ing the word of God as spoken by the 
prophet, but broke his own word ot 
oath with the Babylonian I<lng. 8tiD
ened hiB -neck Is a figure of speech 
found frequently in the Bible, mean
ing to become stubborn and unyield
ing to the law. The expression 18 used 
in this place with epectal reference to 
the obl1gation to Nebuchadnezzar, who 
was his Buperior at that time, having 
become so by the operations of war, 
and with the approval of God. Hartl
ene(£ 'MI heart Is another figure of 
speech, similar to the one juat con
sidered, and used with special appU
cation to hts personal attitude to , God. 
The thought is, that even though he 
might teel at liberty to oppose Nebu
chadnezzar, he being a heathen king, 
yet he should have been considerate of 
his personal duty to the true God. 

Verse 14. Although the Babylonians 
had put the king and his country under 
their rule, they had been lenient 
enough to leave the temple tor their 

use. They could have contInued in a 
p&rtial observance of the Benites at 
least. In the holy bulldlng. But Instead 
of doing BO, this wicked king had even 
encouraged the priests and people in 
their heathen practices. They had car· 
rled their transgressions to the extent 
ot polluting the temple that God had 
accepted and declared to be holy to him. 

Verse 15. God is ever compassion· 
ate and desirous of sparing his people 
all the Borrow possible. The nation 8S 
a whole was bound to go Into captivity 
to tuUIII the divine decree. which was 
destined to rid it of its great national 
sin of idolatry. But that would not 
prevent giving personal favors to those 
who were righteous as individuals, or 
who would become 80 upon being ad
monished. This is another place where 
I wlll insist that the student read the 
comments at 2 K1. 22: 17. In keeping 
with these principles, God continued to 
warn and admonish his people through 
bis" meuen.gen. This is from the He
brew word KALAK. and Strong defines 
it, "from an unused root meaning to 
dispatch as a deputy; a messenger; 
specifically of God, i. e. an angel (also 
a prophet, priest or teacher)." So the 
word has a wide extent of meaning. 
but retains throughout the commOJ;l 
idea ot a special communication from 
one person to another. And this varIed 
meaning of the word again reminds 
UI of Heb. 1 : 1. BetinJ.eB means to be 
prompt in whatever matter Is on 
hands. It would apply not only to the 
promptness of God in recognizing the 
need for a message, and for making 
ready a messenger for the purpose, but 
also that the messenger" would be 
prompt in attending to his duty. 

Verse 16. They mocked the messen· 
gers, which means they derided or ridl· 
culed them. They de8P'ised. the words 
ot God sent by the messengers, which 
denotes that they belittled them. This 
attitude was persisted in so long that 
the wrath of God was aroused against 
them, to the extent that the nation got 
beyond remedy. (2 Kl. 22: 17.) 

Verse 17. The Chaldeea were the 
same as the Babylonians as far as this 
history is concerned. Babylonians Is 
the ,name derived from the country 
and its capital city. The Chaldeans 
were a distinct tribe or the people that 
had existed tor a long time, and were 
In authority ot the country at the time 
we are studying. God used them as his 
instrument for chastising his people. 
Tbey were suffered to take over the 
temple, even using violence againat the 
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young men while they engaged In the 
service thereof. 

Verse 18. Some of the holy vessels 
were taken at each of the previous 
raids, but at this time they were all 
taken. including the royal treasury. 
and the valuables of the princes. 

Verse 19. The temple had been spared 
through the previous years that the 
'Babylonians bad posses810n of the 
country. But even such a favor did 
not keep the Jews from their evil 
practices; now the complete destruc
tion wlll take place. The besiegers 
did not stop at the temple. but de
stroyed the city wall also. They like
wise destroyed the palaces and their 
valuabe contents, We think of a palace 
primarily as the home of a king or 
other royal person. But there was 
only ODe of such in Jerusalem, while 
this word is plural. It is from an 
original that means any high and dig· 
nified structure. There were many of 
them In the city and they were all 
burnt. The beloved city of the nation 
ot Ood; the capital ot the mighty em
pire of Da.vid and Solomon was left in 
ruins by the relentless, destructive 
power of the Babylonians. 

Verse 20. This verse Is the climax 
of the 3rd captivity. (See comments 
at 2 Ki. 24: 1.) It came after a siege 
of about 2 years. (2 KI. 25: I, 2.) In 
that siege many perished from famine, 
and when the flnal assault was made, 
many dJed by the sword. Those who 
did not perish in the attack were car
ried ot!' to Babylon to remain until the 
time of the Persian dominion. That 
event is mentioned because it coin
cides with the end of the "seventy 
years' captivity" that began with the 
4th year of Jeholaklm. (2 KI. 24: 1-4.) 
After coming to Babylon these Jews 
were made to serve the king 8S long 
as he lived. and then his successors 
until the .end ot the period described. 

Verse 21. To fulfill r efers to the pre· 
ceding verse. That ia, by remaining 
in captivity until the reign of Persia 
over Babylon, the prophecy will be ful· 
filled that was made by Jeremiah. That 
prophecy may be seen in his book, Ch. 
25: 9, 11, 12; and Ch. 29: 10. The Baby
lon1an captivity was to last 70 years, 
beginning with the 4th year of Je
holak,lm in 606 B. c ., and going to 536 
B. c. In Lev. 25 Is the law that required 
the land should rest every 7th year. 
It had been disobeyed untn the land 
had been cheated out of 70 years. The 
captivity was to give it a chance to 
"catch up:' 

Verses 22, 23. This passage Is the 
same as tbe first two verses ot the 
nut bOOk, and the comments on it 
will be given there. Tbe verses were 
attached to this book as a connecUng 
ltnk for the reader who might not 
have the Book ot Ezra at hand. This 
was possible before the books of the 
Bible were collected into -one volume. 

EZRA I 
Verse 1. Fint year 01 Cyrul. This 

means his first year as ruler over 
Babylon. He had been king ot the 
Persians for some 20 years up to the 
time ot his taking thIs city. It will 
throw lome light on this part of the 
subject to quote from Myers' Ancient 
History, pages 88, 89: ".cyrus the Great 
(558·529 B. a.Hounds a Oreat World 
Emplre.-The leadership of the Median 
chieftains was of short dUration. A 
certain Cyrus, king ot Anshan. In 
Elam, overthrew their power, and as· 
sumed the headship ot both Medea and 
Persians. Through his energy and 
soldierly genius Cyrus soon built up 
an empire more extended than any 
over whIch the scepter had yet been 
swayed by Oriental monarch, or in
deed, so tar as we know, by any ruler 
before bis time. After the conquest of 
Media and the acquiSition ot the prov
inces formerly ruled by the Median 
princes, Cyrus rounded out bls em
pire by the conquest of Lydia and 
Babylonia." A more extended account 
of the taking of Babylon may be 
found In Five Great Monarchies, by 
George Rawlinson; Vol. 3, pages 69·72. 
Between the close of the preceding 
book, and the beginning ot this. some 
51 years have passed in history. That 
space of time was what remained of 
the 70 years' captivity after tbe taking 
of Zedekiah. last Jewish kiDg to sit on 
the throne in Jerusalem. Many events 
that occurred in the course of the 
famous 70 years w1ll be referred to 
and discu8sed when we come to the 
books of the prophets. It 1s enough 
now for us to know that the captivity 
came to an end with the aame event 
that ended the Babylonian Empire, 
which was brought about by the vic
tory of .cyrus over Babylon, which Is 
mentioned above. PaSSing over the 
history of the 70 years for the present. 
the inspired writer takes up the line 
at the beginning ot the reconstruction 
in Jerusalem under the orders ot Cy
rUB. B'II the mouth of Jeremiah. The 
prophet had foretold the conquest at 
Cyrua over Babylon, which put him in 


