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In Absence of Elders

When Paul told Titus to "ordain
elders in every city as I had ap-
pointed thee:'" and then gave qual-
ifying marks of these Bishops (1:
5-9), it seems evident that in the
absence of qualified men, there
should be no "ordaining." Breth-
ren logically affirm the existence
and functioning of local churches
prior to the appointment of over-
seers (Acts 14:23, and a '"busi-
ness meeting of the men of the
church" hashecomethetraditional
substitute for "scriptural organ-
ization. " Butbrethrentendto mis-
use "organized'and "unorganized"
status.

Therebeing no hierarchy among
the saints (Matt. 23:8), and each
saint being a "priest' (1 Pet. 2:5,
9); bishops are not '"officials' in
the usual ecclesiastic sense.
Therefore all scriptural elements
of "organization' are present when
the men of the congregation meet,
plan and execute in orderly fashion
the scriptural functions of saints
working collectively. Perhaps
v"scripturally unorganized', etc.
is justified as an euphony, butit
may have caused some to develop
an erroneous concept of organiza-
tion and "officialdom' in the local
church.

Qualified bishops exercise an ex-
perienced oversight and ''shep-
herding' of the flockthat is miss-
ing in a church operated by "busi-
ness meetings' but the latter is no
less a church. In fact, in this
preliminary and developmental
stage the brethren may learn some
vital lessons about working toget-
her, submitting to one another,
appreciating the problems of plan-
ning and financing the Lord's work.
More members may be involved in
drawing up the "common mind" by

bv . ROBERT TURNER

which the team will operate--with
attendant greater confusion, less
"getting to the point" and less
promptness-but once a plan is ap~
proved, thereisno less need for
all members to drop individual
preferences, and work together
toward the common goal.

Some seem to think that in ab-
sence of elders ''the women' and
"all members" can be heard. I
believe that with elders all should
be heard. The basic characterist-
ics of successful "team work' are
not changed whether the signals
are called in the turmoil of inex-
perienced "husiness meetings' or
hy seasoned qualified bishops. All
good overseers have learned that
information, consultation and a
fair hearing of all is essential to
confidence, and real "working to-
gether." But women are no more
leaders "over men" (1 Cor. 11:3;
Titus 2:12), and children and no~
vices are no more qualified to di-
rect affairs of the church in the
absence of bhishops than they are
in their presence.

""We are members one of an-
other' (Eph. 4:25), and are ever
"submitting yourselves one to an-
other in the fear of God" (5:21),
withthe service of our Lord Jesus
Christ as the controling factor in
our conduct. This principle forbids
all "one-man, one vote' politicing
to "have our way' in the church.
The executive (police) force of
Christianity is each saint's humble
submissionto God's will, in recog-
nition of His love, and our need for
Him (2 Cor. 5:14). Self is buried.

And submission to God's will
means that we work dilegently to~
ward the day of ''elders in every
church. "

END
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EDITOR'S DESK

Edward O. Bragwell

"Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind. . . And the second
is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy

neighbor as thyself.' -- Matt. 22:

37,39.

The Protestant world has been
told for some time that if one loves
God that it makes very little differ-
ence what he does in religion.
This may have grown out of an
over-reaction to sectarian strife of
the past. Atany rate, such an idea
is the dominant idea among Pro-
testants today.

It says, in effect, that one does
not have to be concerned with the
PLAN of salvation, just loveJesus.
It does not matter what one does
in worship, so long as it is done
with love for God. One should not
concern himself about where he at-
tends church (if at all), so long as
he feels love in his heart for God.
"Set rules' for religious service
is frowned upon by most. You be~
lieve as you wish, worship as and
where you please and Ican do as I
please as long as we both love
God.

The fact that real love demands
following rules (commands) has
been carelessly discarded. (Read
1John 5:2,3). One canrefuse bap-
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tism (Mk. 16:16), if he loves God.
One can completely forsake public
worship (Heb. 10:25), if he loves
the Lord. One can add anything
to worship, suchasinstruments of
music, eventhough vocal music is
the only music authorized in the
New Testament -- if he professes
love for Jesus. Thisbrand of love
has been pressed vividly into the
minds of Protestant children.

The younger generation may well
just be applying the "anything-as-
long-as-you-love' philosophy that
their parents have relative to God
to theirrelationships to man.
Their parents are appalled at the
loose moral code advocated by so
many of their children. Yet, the
parents themselves may have un-
wittingly sown the seed. The
youngsters have just applied the
principle to their moral life that
their parents applied to their
spiritual life. After all, if their
parents could throw the rules out
and still love God--why could they
not dismiss the rules and still love
their neighbor? Does not love for
God (one's spiritual life) demand
going by the rules as much as love
for neighbor (one's moral life)?

So, what difference does it make
if one defiles the purity of his (or
her) sweetheart, if loveis present?

Irresponsible Love

Oh, yes, the rules say that sex 1:
for marriage (Heb. 13:5; 1 Cor. 7
2) -- but if there is love, why b
bound by rules? Why should on-
respect the rights of any other h
man being, after all, he does nc
really hate anyone. If he wishe-
to become a leech on society, s¢
what? He loves every human be-
ing, if youdon't believe it just ask
him or notice his slogans pasted a-
round. And so it goes. But, have
not his parents said all along that
""love is the thing' as it pertains to
spiritual life and specific codes of
conduct in one's religious life are
of minor consideration? Why can
not the same rule be used for
moral life?

Might not younger folks have just
carried the matter one logical step
further than their parents were
willing to go? If you are telling
your child that it does not matter
whether he is baptized, so long as
he loves God --do not be too sur-
prized if he tells you that it does
not matter whether he is marrie?
to his partner so long as he love 3
her. Irresponsible love is wror ;
whether it is in moral or spiritu: i
conduct. True love demands fol-
lowing the commands of God bot!
in spiritual and moral behavior.

ENL
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Sanctified Mississippi Brethren

The following interesting, maybe
1 should say embarrassing, report
was recently carried in a local
newspaper. ""Action got under way
last night in the newly formed in-
terdenominational basket ball lea-
gue. Calvary Baptist Church beat
the devil out of Southside Church of
Christ, 33 to 50. Games are pre-
sently being scheduled for Monday
and Thursday nights in the CAB
building on Mound Street according
to Joe Edd Morris, associate pas-
tor of the First United Methodist
Church." (Daily Sentinel Star,
Grenada, Miss., 1/7/175).

There you have it! Calvary Bap-
tist "beat the devil" out of
Southside Church of Christ! I sup-
pose, in view of this, that it would
now be safe to assume that these

brethren are wholly sanctified and

cught to be eternally grateful to
Calvary Baptist for beating 'the
devil" out of them.

I understand that some of these
brethren have denied that they were
sponsored by Southside church and
have said that they played only as
individuals from Southside. Let's
agsume that this istrue. What now

happens to the argument formerly
made for some of their projects
that "whatever the individual
Christian does, the church either
does or can do'"., Is it still so,
brethren? If it is, why try to make
the distinction between a Southside
sponsored ball team and some in~
dividuals from Southside church
playing as a team? Second, con-
sider your responsibility as a mem-
ber of the Lord's churchto present
the right image of the church to
others. (2 Cor. 3:2). The news-
paper reporter, and [ think that I
would be safe in saying that 907 of
the readers, saw you as part "of
the newly formed interdenomina-
ional basket ball league'. How do
you propose to convince others that
Southside Church of Christ is not
a denomination when there is a
team of players from it identified
as apart of an "interdenomination-
al basket ball league''?

Manis asocial creature and I do
not deny his need for recreation.
However, the absence of Script-
ural authority for the church to
provide it illustratesthatitis not
a part of the divine mission and

BY LOWELL BLASINGAME

work that the Lord gave the church.
When brethren act in a way that
leaves either that impression ar the
impressionthat the Lord's church
isapart of an interdenominationai
group, they become subject to the
Lord's indictment (John 8:44) and
deserveto have 'the devil" beaten
out of them- evenby Calvary Bapt-
ist Church!

1 lived and preached in Grenada
more than eleven years during
which time 1 was of assistance to
many of these same brethren by
performing wedding ceremonies and
helping bury their loved ones. Dur-
ing that same periodIwas removed
from a local radio program he-
causel refusedtoallow myself and
the church for which I preached to
be identified as a part of the Gre-
nada County Ministerial Associat-
ion. These brethren compliment-
ed, encouraged and stood by me
then. Thereare yet warm feelings
that T hold for them but it is a
source of griefto see them turn a-
side from the way of the Lord and
serve the gold calves of denomin-
ationalism.

END

THEOPHILUS
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Every faithful gospel preacher
has among his outlines a sermon
on "Worldliness', and like Calvin
Coolidge's preacher, he's agin it.
But I am reminded of the question
1 was asked once by a little boy
following a sermon in which I point-
ed out that the Bible says that we
are not to love the world. The lad
wanted to know, "Why not? After
all, did not God make the world
with its beautiful flowers, trees,
birds, and the like?" A realgood
question, andone which brings me
to the point of this article.

One way to obtain an interesting
study of words is to see how a
particular word began with one
meaning and then this meaning gave
rise to another meaning which in
turn develcped into still another
related meaning, and so on. Fre-
quently, the original meaning will
continue to be used alony with the
various other meanings and per-
haps all of them used contempor-
aneously. Such a word is kosmos.
This word (kosmos) appears about
190 times in the NT and is usually
translated '"world", but it is
“world" with different connota-
tions.

Basgically and maybe origin -
aily, theword kosmos means '‘well
arranged, orderly", though I do
not thinkthis usage is found in the
NT. (The nearest thing to it seems
te be the cognate word kosmios
{1 Tim. 3:2) or the verb kosmeo
{Mt. 25:7). Trenchthinks the word
originally meant "ornament’ and
came to mean 'orderly', but in
either case, the word did come to
mean ornament and is so used to
speak of 2 woman's adorning in 1
Peter 3:2. (See footnote).

From the idea of ornament
al and orderlyitis easy to see how
kosmos came to be applied to the
material universe of the sun
moon, and stars, but especially of
the earth (Col. 1:16; Mark 16:15).
But since this earth is the sphere
inwhichman lives and of which he
is the center, itis an easy transi-
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tion from earth (l_wsmos) tothe men
of the earth, Hence, kosmos came

W O R DS

Hiram Hutto

“World”

to be applied to men in numerous
passages (Cf. Matt. 5:14 and 16).

One does not need to be a Solo-
mon to know most men are sinners,
evil, and alienated from God (all
the kosmos being under the power
of the evil one. (1 John 5:19), s o
that the word canie to be used of
"men separated from God (1 Cor,
11:32 and numerous other pass-
ages).

Itis a very small jump from evil
men to evil in general, and ulti-
mately the word is used with this
shade of meaning. '"Love not the

world (kosmos) neither the things
that are in the world" (1 John 2:15
ff).

Other meanings can be found as
in James 3:1 where the tongue is
saidtobea "world (kosmos) of in-
iquity' with the probable meaning
of a large amount, as in our ex-
pression 'There is a world of dif-
ference...', but the ones given
seem to be the most important.
Summarizing, wehavekosmas
meaning:

1. Well arranged.

2. An ornament.

3. The physical world.

4. The men of the planet-man-~

kind.

5. the evil men.

6. Evil, in general.

FOOTNOTE: It just occuredto
me while preparing this article
that an interesting rendering would
result if the word "kosmos' were
translated by the word ''world"
even in 1 Peter 3:2 where women
are told, "whose adorning (kosmos)
let it not be the outward. . .but the
inward'". By such a translation
we would have concerning women,
"whose world let it not be the out-
ward of hair-styling, jewelry,
clothes, but let their world be the
inward", --and that makes a lot of
sense.

END

Get it Straight

A dual was fought by James Shott
and John Nott, Nott was shot, and
Shott was not. In this case it is
better tobe Shott than Nott. There
was a rumor that Nott was not shot,
but Shott insisted that he himself
was not. It may be that the shot
Shott shot shot Nott, or since ac-
cidents withfirearms will happen,

maybe the shot Shott shot shot
Shott himself. We think, however,
that the shot Shott shot shot Shott.
Or was it that the shot Shott shot
shot not Shott, but Nott?

Moral: Be sure you have the cor-
rect story before repeating it!

-~Selected
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For those who want to be Christians

Who Then Are Christians?

There is much confusion in the
world today about who is a Christ-
ian. In this respect the confusion
of ancient Babel is still modern
history. The word "Christian"
appears only three times in the
N.T.--Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Pet.
4:16. In each of these cases the
word appears as a noun, never as
a verb. In each of these cases it
belongs to individuals. By Divine
authority there isno such thing as
a "Christian nation'" or a "Christ-
ian church,. ' It is no more cor-
recttorefer to the Tord's bodv as
a "Christian church' than a '"'Saint
church” or "Disciple church, " for
like the words 'disciples' and
"saint'", "Christian' refersonlvto
individuals in the Lord's church
{Acts 11:26; Phil. 1:1).

Who then are Christians? It is
well for us to look at the question
from a negative standpoint. If we
can first determine who is not a
Christian we can better determine
who is a Christian.

WHO ARE NOT CHRISTIANS?

Not all "good people'are Christ-
ians. Some confuse the meaning
of the term "Christian' with mor-
ality. To be sure, Christians
must be moral people. Paul ad-
monishes usto "abtain from every
form of evil" (1 Thess. 5:22).

Peter says, 'for hereunto were
ye called; because Christalso suf-
fered for you, leaving you an ex-
ample, that ve should follow his
steps: who did no sin, neither was
guile found in his mouth" (1 Pet.
2:21-22). All Christians are to be
good moral people but not all good

6 The Reflector
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moral people are Christians.
Morality alone never made any
one a Christian. Cornelius was a
good mandescribed inthe Bible as
"devout'', "feared God with all his
house, " 'gave much alms to the
people,” and "praved to God al-
wavs' (Acts 10:1-8). This man
even saw an angel but the angel
told him to send for Peter who
would ''speak unto thee words,
wherebyv thou shalt be saved, thou
and all thy house" (Acts 11:14),
Cornelius had not been saved,
therefore, he was not a Christian.
Not just a religious person is a
Christian. One can be religious
and still not be a Christian. The
Athenians of Acts 17 were wor-
shipers of idols and did not believe
in the true God (v. 23) not the re-
surrection (v.32). Yet Paul said,
"Ye men of Athens, in all things
I perceive that ve are very relig-
ious" (v.22). Many people in
heathen lands are religious but
thev are not Christians. One can
worship and he religious without
being a Christian hut one must
worship God to he a Christian.
Not all church members are
tians, One cannot be a Christian
without being a member of the
Lord's hody the church since all
the saved are, by God, added to
the churchwhen they obey the gos-
pel (Acts 2:41,47). Onecan, how-
ever, belong to some church and
stillnot he a Christian, 'Joining"
a church does not make one a4
Christian. Living "in a church
does not make one a Christian.

0Old Testament characters were
not Christians. Abraham is called
""the father of the faithful” but he
was not a Christian. Moses was
chosen of God to lead His people
from Egyptianbondage, but he was
not a Christian. "The disciples
were called Christians first at
Antioch" (Acts 11:26).

WHO THEN ARE CHRISTIANS?

A Christian is one who has been
"born anew;'" one who has bheen
"horn of water and the Spirit" Jcxn
3:5). A Christian is one who "is a
new creature' (2 Cor. 5:17), one
who has been baptized into Christ,
and living the new life in him
(Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 3:27).

A Christianisa'deadman," He
is one who has been 'crucified
with Christ" (Gal. 2:20). Christ-
ians are '"baptized into his death,"
they are "buried therefore with him
through baptism into death: that
like as Christ was raisedfrom the
dead through the glory of the Fa-
ther, so we also might walk in
newness of life" (Rom. 6:3,4).

A Christian is a "living man. "
Christians have died to sin and
have been raised to a new life.
"We who died to sin, how shall we
any longer live therein?'" (Rom.
6:2). Christians are dead to sin,
but alive to God; Christians have
been '"buried with him in baptism, "
wherein they are "also raised with
him through faithin the working of
God, who raised him from the
dead" (Col. 2:12). "Hfye then were
raised together with Christ, seek
the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated on the right hand
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of God" (Col. 3:1).

A Christian is a citizen of the
kingdom of God. He has heen
translated out of darkness'into the
kingdom of the Son of his love"
(Col. 1:13). A Christian has re-
sponsibilities as a citizen in the
kingdom of God.

Finally, a Christian is a mem-

ber of the body of Christ. They
are members one of another. 'So
we, who are many, are one body
in Christ, and severally members
one of another" (Rom. 12:5), ""Now
ve arethebody of Christ, and sev-
erly members thereof" (1 Cor.
12:27). Christians are so related
Christ and to each other that "whe-

ther one member suffereth, all
the members suffer withit; or one
member is honored, all the mem-
bers rejoice with it'" (1 Cor. 12:
26). Christians have no denomi-
national allegiance or loyality;
they belong only to Christ.
Are you a Christian?
END
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ASSEMBLE
FOR
LiEt °F WORSHIP

Hebrews 10:25
Acts 20:7

I Cor. 1u4:15
[ Cor. 16:2
Col, 3:16
Eph. 5:19

1. A PLACE (rent,borrow, buy
or build)
1. LIGHTING
2., SEATING
3. COMFORTS: heating,
cooling, restrooms,
water.
4, Stands,
I1. MATERIALS
T. Song books

2. Communion ware

tables etc.

PREACH

TEACH

Matt, 28:18
I Tim., 3:15
I Thess. 1:8
Phil., 4:15-1/

SOCIAL-
ECREATIONAL
ACTIVITIES

|

A PLACE (rent, borrow, buy
or build)
LIGHTING
SEATING
COMFORTS: Heating, cooling
restrooms, water,.
4, PULPIT STAND, ETC.

-

Loty
P

I1. MATERIALS
T. Vorkbooks-tracts
2. Black board
4. projector--memeo.
4. Public address.

I. A PLACE (rent, buy, borrow,
build)
Kitchen-Camp
Dining room
lighting
Comforts: Heating, cooling
restrooms, water, etc.

EwN e

I1. MATERIALS

2: Cooking ware
3. Tableware
4. Games

WE DO NOT ASK FOR THE PASSAGE THAT SPECIFICALLY NAMES THESE ITEMS .. JUST THE PASSAGE THAT

AUTHORIZES THE AREA OF ACTIVITY FOR THE CHURCH THAT INCLUDES THESE ITEMS.
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A Report Goes To Church

The Whirlybird Ministry

by JIMMY THOMAS

Last Sunday this reporter visit-
ed the new modern Sky High
Congregation in Mod Pad City. We
talked with Orville Jetson, youth-
ful Educational Minister, about
their innovative Helicopter Min-
istry.

'"We have nearly doubled our
Sunday School enrollment with this
new 'Heavenly Copter Beam,'"
exulted Jetson, as he waved toward
the church's bright psychedelic
helicopter perched nearby.

"What led you to start such a
novel ministry as this?'" I asked .

""Man, this is the 'in-thing', ' he
replied. "A few months ago a
group of our visionary young people
visited the 'Great Cathedral of
Tomorrow' and the 'Temple of
Where it is Happening' and were
completely sold on theirWhirly -
bird Ministry.' The church that
is without a copter is just not with
it. "

"How did vou get the word around
at first about this new service?"

"It was easy, We just swirled
over the schocls and play grounds
dropping big orange banners which
read: 'Wave Me Sunday For A
Free Flight To Sunday School.'’
You should have seen it from up
there Sunday morning. It looked
like Neyland Stadium on the day
hefore. "

"Have you found it necessary to
offer any extra enticements now
that the new of this fad has worn off
somewhat ?"

"It is always important that we
give rewards. If we didn't these
kids would run off to some denomi-
nation if it promised more. We
give a prize of some kind each week
--copter baloons, paper windmill
caps, thirlypops, egg-beater
shakes, chopper tater fries, and
whirlyburgers. Lastweekwe gave

8 The Reflector

out copter banks for them to keep
their new dimes and nickels in
which we also give to all riders
every week, As the Lord said, 'It
is more blessed to give than to
receive'. "

"How much is allthis costing?"

"A bundle you can bet. But is
worth every grand., "

"Have any of your members
objected to this type of promotion
in religion?"

"You always have a few old
cranks who can't stand progress.
But Ithink we have about run most
of them off to the Antis by now."

'"T hear that a few parents have
objected to four letter words that
have appeared on the restroom
walls and to the finger signs and
other behavior of some children
that you have brought in. "

'"What do they expect? Kids
hear and see these things in school
on TV, everywhere. How can the
church win the world if we are so
different?"

"[s it true that a defensive tack-
le for a pro team was driven out of
a Junior class that he was attempt-
ingtoteachby some unruly young-
sters?"

"Well, you know how it is. Some-
times you get teachers who are not
prepared to cope with difficult sit-
uations. The ones we have now
know how to talk the kids langu-
age."

"Tell me now about your new
book. "

"Yes, Iam really proud of it. It
is entitled 'Chopping The Clouds
For Jesus.' I am now writing an-
other called, '""Up, Up, And Away,'
These books, along with my start-
er kit of banners, buttons, pic-
tures, gifts, etc., will soon havwe
any church in orbit. "'

"It seems, then, that your

"Whirlybird Ministry’ is a big suc-
cess. "

"Fantastic is the word. 1 am
humbled by my great accomplish-
ments. "

"Are these churches still using
traditional methods falling be-
hind?"

"Definitely. Our first Sunday
up, the Baptist's old fashioned bus
was only half full. After our Hal-
loween 'Hay Ride In the Sky' they
were down to about a dozen. We
expect them to park it after our
Christmas 'Sleigh Ride On the
Clouds. "

'"T hear that they are getting a
blimp, like Goodyear's."

"Oh me, we will really have to
come up with something way- out
to top that! Maybe we can get a
flving saucer next!"

"What is this stunt you plan to
do today?"

"Well, other Copter Captains
have tried a variety of things to
keep up interest, but I want tobe
different. Swallowing gold fish,
letting the kids squirt you with wa-
ter pistols or plaster your face
with a pie, areall old-hat. T pro-
mised that if we broke out attend-
ance record today that I would
swing by the hair of my head as the
copter hovers over the parking
lot. ™

"With locks as long as yours,
you should have no trouble doing
that. "

"Right. But you know this pro-
motion has really turned the trick.
Look at all these people out here to-
day to learn about Christ. The
mayor, chief of police and about
half the town are here. Of course
many of them didn't make it in time
for worship; but isn't it wonderful
that they came. "

"Aren't you afraid to do this?"
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"No sacrifice is too great for my
Jesus. "

With that the young minister
climbed aboard for his daring fete.
As the helicopter twisted upward
a long streamer unfurled behind
which read, 'We Love Little
Children. "

In a few minutes all cheered as
the brave youth dangled by his
hair higher than the trees. One
little boy remarked to his buddy, I
wish T was up there with a pair of
scissors. " A man mused, '"What
will theydonext?' And a little old
lady passing by muttered, ''This
is for the birds. "

(In case some of you have not
caught on vet, this is intended as
a humorous fictitious satire on the
silly and foolish fad that is now
sweeping liberal churches, called
the '"Bus Ministry,' Before you
call up to tell me off, if vou only
use your bus to bring people to
worship who otherwise couid not
come, then you are not hit, but if
you give prizes or other like gim-
micks are used, then howl; butI
want scripture, not "sweet cuts. ')

END
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“Don’t Bug Me Details”

Once upon a time there was a
certain centipede with a serious
problem, he had arthritis. Let's
face it, a centipede couldn't have
anything much worse thanthis. So,
he went to the wise old owl for a
solution. This wise old owl list-
ened to his plight and advised him
to return the negt day and he woull
have the answer to his problem.
The next day found him back to hear
the wise old owl's advice. ''You
must be turned into a snake, " said
the owl, "for a snake has no legs,
and this will eliminate your arth-
ritis.'"" "Great, exclaimed the
centipede, and he went away re-
joicing. Later, after the excite-
ment wore off, he started wonder-
ing how this great change could
be accomplished. The next day
he approached the wise old owl and
explained that he had encountered
a problem. "And what is that?"
the owl asked. 'Well, sir, how
do I get turned into a snake?" To
which the owl responded, 'man
don't bug me with details, I'm just
a planner."

This reminds me of some church
members whospend all their time
planning, but never get around to

the details of doing the work. Peo-
ple of this stripe always feel that
"reorganization and revamping the
program' will solve the problem
and release the pressures of duty.
Occasionally, this is really need-
ed and it pays off, but most of the
time is accomplishes nothing more
than a temporary respite from the
real work that needs to be done.
Most of the time what is needed is
not more planning, but more peo-
ple dedicated toworking the plan

we have. Let each individual in
church determine in his heart to

by W. R. JONES

do what he can for the Cause of
Christ, and then DO IT! If you
want to serve badly enourh, you
will find a good plan for the fulfill-
ment of your desires. Jesus said,
"T must work the works of him
that sent me, while it is day; the
night cometh, when no man can
work. " John 9:4.

[EDITOR'S NOTE: I can under -
stand that centipede's frustration.
Over the years, I have sat in on
"jdea sessions''on personal work,
Bible classes, etc., and listened
to enthusiastic planners tell of
their answers(?) to the problems
associated withthese things. Man,
did they sound good -- on paper!
But, if they "really work' as well
as the planners say, T have won~
dered, why the congregations
where these planners work still
have many of the same problems
the others with less novel pro-
grams have--and often some pro-
blems others don't have. So,
may enthusiastic ''planning bre-
thren'" will forgive me if T just
"plug along' withthe plan we have,
trying to get brethren to work it.
No, T am not opposed to "new' i-
deas within the bounds of scriptur-
al work—but pardon me, if I don't
get too worked up over every plan
that sounds good on paper, |

We Are Sorry!

Because of the unexpected num-
ber of requests for the enlarged
REFLECTOR, wehave no back is-
sues to spare. We simply under
estimated the number of new re-
quests and under printed. We will
try to do better in the future.

Remember the REFLECTOR is
free for the asking, and as a
friend (I think) told me, 'worth
every penny of it. "
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'"The Spirit speaks expressly..."

Have you been taught to expect
the Holy Spirit to come upon you
and mysteriously move within you
that you aretobe a child of God or
that you already are one of his
children? This isthekind of test-
imony that a majority of religious
people are told to expect from the
Holy Spirit. The Scriptures con-
tain the testimony of the Spirit.
They declare that this is how he
bears witness. Yet these false
teachers will tell you that he bears
witness in some other way and will
then have the audacity to tell you
that is is so declared in the Script-
ures. The following passage show
how he bears witness to us:

"And the Holy Spirit also bears
witness to us; for after he hath
said, This is the covenant that I
will make with them/ After those
days, saith the Lord/ I will put
my laws on their heart, /And upon
their mind also will T write them"
(Hebrews 10:15, 16),

The quotation in the passage is
from Jeremiah 31:33. The Lord
made the declaration. He made it
throughthe prophet Jeremiah. But
how did he cause Jeremiah to so
speak? And how is this word the
witness of the Holy Spirit? Here
is the answer: '"For no prophecy
ever came by the will of man: but
men spake from God, being moved
by the Holy Spirit. " (2 Pet. 1:21).
The Holy Spirit bears witness to
us through the word of the apost-
les and prophets, inspired men.

When I drink some hot liquid,
1 know that it is hot because with
my nerve system I feel it. When
shaving I know that I am cut be -
cause I feel it, Is this the kind of
witness the Spirit gives the sinner
and the child of God? That is the
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Spirit Witness

by ROBERT WELCH

impression that men would have us
to expect. Theyfoundno such doc-
trine in the Bible. Only psycho-
paths think the Spirit has operated
on them in such fashion. It is no
wonder that others become disap-
pointed and reject the whole system
when they have waited for such
testimony and it has not come.

The hot liquid cannot speak. The
keen edge of the razor cannot
speak. 'But the Spirit speaketh
expressly" (1 Tim. 4:1). He
speaks through the prophets (Eph.
3:5). And this is how he bears
witness.

"The Spirit himself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit, that we are
children of God" (Rom. 8:15).
This is not left to my feelings. The
Spirit addresses the intelligent
person, whocanrecieveand un-
derstand the testimony and can in-
telligently and understandingly re-
spond to that testimony. The
Spirit tells men how to be saved
and how to live righteously by
faith (Rom. 1:16,17), The man
knows when he has obeyed the
teaching, thus the Holy Spirit and
the man's spirit testify that he is

saved. The child of God knows when
he is living righteously according
to the word which the Spirit has
given, thus the Spirit andthe man's
spirit bear witness to his right-
eousness. When the Spirit tells
us something, we donot need to be
hit with a brick or with some per-
sonal impact to make us know.
We, as rational beings who under-
stand speech, the highest form of
communication, accept the wit-
ness borne to us in the Spirit's
word.

"And it is the Spirit that beareth
witness, because the Spirit is the
truth. For there are three
who bear witness, the Spirit, and
the water, and the blood: and the
three agree in one.'" (1 John 5:7,
8). Our purpose here is not to
deal with the manner in which the
water and the blood bear witness,
but to further emphasize the man-
ner of the Spirit's witness. Since
the passage declaresthatthe Spir-
it is the truth, we can readily per-
ceive that by the truth the Spirit
bears witness. Let us believe his
testimony.

END

“I Am Just A Housewife”

Iam a housewife, mother of four
children, grandmother of five. I
am middle-aged, frankly so, slight
ly overweight and only moderately
attractive. I hold no college de-
grees; I would be lost in the fast-
moving world of business. ButI
am notneurotic, I am not frustra-
ted, and I do not take tranquiliz-
ers!

by LEONA ROCHELLE

Often when I finish reading an
article telling what's wrong with
the average housewife, I'm down-
right disgusted and I'm surprised
that I've ever had the sense tocome
in out of the rain. According to
writers of these articles I should
be mired down in self-pity, con-
stantly running to men of medi-
cine for pills that do not help,
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seeking a cure for ills that do not
exist.

How can I be happy when 1 have
none of the things I'm told are
necessary for me to leada full life,
to know myself and to become a
whole person? 1 feel that I have a
duty to be happy, and obligation to
myself as well as to those around
me. Anoptimistic attitude of mind
is essentialto my well being. Po-
wer, peace and healing are the
natural products of a happy dis-
position, and a single spiritual i-
dea can give poise and confidence.

Happiness does not in any mea-
sure depend upon material poss-
essions. I've never owned a Re-
noir, but I've walked with my
children to the top of a high hill
to look down on the breath-taking
scene helow and the splendor of a
winter sunset. T've never been to
the opera, but I've listened to the
songs of hirds, and chirping of the
crickets in clover and the sighing
of the wind in the pines. ['ve nev-
er been applauded by the masses,
but I've shared with God the won-
derful miracle of creationand I've
had the thrill of hearing a tiny lisp-
ing voice whispering ''you are the
hestest muvver (or grandmuvver)
in the whole world. "

Does it really matter that I did
not go to high school? My formal
schooling was abruptly halted when
1 was 12 years old, but I have the
ability to greet each dawn with a
smile and with eagerness for the
opportunities the day contains. I
have the intelligence to approach
my work, even the doing of tire-
some and monotonous chores, with
willing hands, and an open mind;
and I can face the night with glad-
ness, with tiredness of body that
woos me to sleep, happy in the
knowledge that I have spent wise-
ly this God-given day.

Life has not been easy for me,
I've weathered several major ill-
nesses, among them cancer and
two heart attacks. I'veheldasick
baby in my arms allnight, not just
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one night, but many, expecting ev-
ery breath to be her last. I've
walked the floors for hours while
my husband lay under the surgeon's
knife hoping and praying that some-
thing could be done before his life-
blood all drained away. I've stood
helplessly by and watched my home
and all my earthlyv possessions
burn,

Tam only 17years older than my
oldest child, and I never read Dr.
Spock. So what? She could not
have grown into a finer person had
I been 30 and held a dozen de-
grees. Oh, yes, she and the three
younger ones often wore clothes to
school that were made of feed
sacks, but no one knew. 1 learned
earlytouse my hands and my little
girls' dresses were the envy of
their classmates. The fact that
their clothes were homemade did
not keep any of them from being a-
mong the top1l0 percent of their
respective classes, scholastical-
Iv.

Oftenit seemed to me that 1 was
spending years just washing and
ironing. But my clothesline was
an inspiration; little girl dresses
became rainbows and little boy
trousers were wind-filled baloons,
and I've had many poems publish-
ed that I composed while hanging
the wash on the line, The money
received from the sale of these
poems was oftenused tobuy insulin

So what if T don't have a college
degree? Once I was told that the
the greatestuniversity in the wor-
1d was not enclosed by four walls,
but by an inquiring mind, a loving
heart, a willingness, an eager-
ness to learn a deep faith in God.
To these 1 would add a good dict-
ionary and access to a public lib-
rary.

Idonotfeel that T am indispens-
ible. Certainly my part in the
great drama of life is small, like
a pebble carelessly tossed into a
whirling pool for a moment only
the ryhthm is disturbed. When 1

am dead the snow will still fall in
the winter, trees will still bud and
put out new life in the springtime,
autumn will follow summer and the
leaves will drift noiselessly down
as they have for unnumbered cen-
turies; but 1 have not lived in vain,

For a little time my children
willgrieve for me, but I would not
have their griefto last too long. I
would have them think of me as
walking the hills of Heaven, greet-
ing old friends and making new
ones, looking for my share of gold,
not in shining pavements but in
blossoming daffodils or goldenrod,
happy in the presence of my God.

The landscapes 1 paint give
pleasure to me an mine, T know
I'll leave behind no great master-
piece of art, no deathless prose,
no soul-stirring poem. But I will
leave behind children and grand-
children with a deep and sincere
faith in God and an appreciation
of all His handiwork. T know that
often when thev see a lovely sun-
set, or stark bare tree branches
etched against a winter sky, orthe
heart-stopping beauty of wild plum
trees in bloom, or wild geese fly-
ing over, or smell the pungent o-
dor of burning leaves, orfreshly
turn loam, they will pause and say:
"Mother loved this sc.” And for
a moment I'll live again.

God in His infinite wisdom,
knowing my capabilities and my
limitations, chose for me this sta-
tion and this time. He has grant-
ed me leisureto sit and look at the
wonders of the robin and the spar-
row as they labor to build their
nest; I've observed their loving
care as they fed their babies and
taught them to fly. I've watched a
fern uncurl, a flower unfold, a ti-
ny seed pushing its way up through
the moist earth, andin all of these
things I've caught a glimpse of the
unseen Hand of God.

I'm just a house wife, but ifI
had my life to live over and could
choose my position in the world, 1
would choose no other way'! END
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Blueprint For The Ideal Preacher

Radar mind - to detect § know of —¥ ¥
every possible disturbance, illness,

problem, etc.

Automatic mind - can produce
4 lively, original messages
each week - without much stud
- deep enough to be new §
shallow enough to entertain

Ear - to hear all gossip, grumb-
lings, complains

Eyes - to see only good in all

No body - can't take time to
be tired, ill or weak

Right arm - spring wound,
to lead music, shake
hands, lend helping
hand to all members,
committees, class-

es, etC. —rm——————y
No garment - perpetual, good“"
prosperous appearance On a very
minimum salary.

Substantial feet - to call and

call and call.

Check valve - to insure against all
mistakes and forgetting

Hair ~ one side crew cut for youthful-
ness, one side grey hair for exper-
ience
‘\\\\F11e cabinet mind -
. Name of every member, guest,
visitor, etc.
2. Full record of all popular
knowledge

3. Thousands of program ideas
available at a moment's
notice

4., Full record of all Bible
knowledge

Nose - big enough to detect every
wrong, small enough to stay out of
people's business.

Tongue - to speak pnly good and smile
thru it all - a panic at all socials.

No heart - to be hurt, offended, or
affected by all grumblings, complaints,
etc. - a substitute instrument to turn
on the passion of great preaching.

Split personality - half is business-
like, other half is artistic, ideal-
istic and dramatic.

Note: Duplicate of above desirable so he can
be in more than one place at a time
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