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Has it Been That Long?
Lewis Willis

I would like you to indulge me for some personal reminiscences. (When
I mentioned to Joyce that I was going to reminisce in this issue of the
paper, her reply was: “I guess you realize that doing that means you’re
old.”) And, she’s right! But, here I go anyway.

I made a decision at Christmas-time in 1958, that I would return to
Texas after I finished my college work at Florida College. I didn’t have
any idea what I would do for a living when I got home, but I felt certain
I could find work that would sup-
port me, Frankie, and a child which
was on the way. I had preached for
a small Florida congregation for
only one summer (twelve ser-
mons), so preaching was not on my
mind.

My brother, Cecil, was living in
Kansas City at the time. He called
and asked us to come to Kansas
City to visit with them on the way
back to Texas. Explaining that I
would be pulling a trailer with all
of our belongings, I tried to decline
his invitation. He would not accept
“No” for an answer.

Later that week, Cecil called and
told me that he had to be in Macon, Missouri that week and he would like
us to just meet him there. After explaining to me how to get to Macon,
we headed into the cold, snowy “north” at the end of January 1959.

When we arrived in Macon, the small town of fewer than 4,000 people
made less than a great impression on us. We finally located Cecil. He
took us out to eat and to visit with some folks he knew there.

Well, these folks just happened to be members of the small church
there. Not only that, but that little church did not have a preacher at the
time. In fact, they were looking for a preacher to work with them and
Cecil was trying to help them get a man. They had actually gone so far as
to rent a furnished trailer for their new preacher — when they got one!

The world needs
doctors,

accountants,
airline pilots, and
computer experts.
However, the world
also needs to hear

the gospel!
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E d i t o r i a l

Preaching Christ
Mike Willis

Everyone is agreed that men must preach Christ. Paul spoke of the
need for men to preach Christ when he said,

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all
wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus (Col.
1:27-28).

Other passages emphasize the same need to preach Christ and him
crucified.

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech
or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined
not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And
my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wis-
dom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:  That your faith
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God (1 Cor.
2:1-5).

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world
(Gal. 6:14).

Indeed, our message must focus on Christ. To preach any message
without relating it to Christ is misguided, despite its best intentions. The
theme of Christianity is focused on a person — not merely a doctrine, a
theory, a book, an institution, a code of morals, or a system of philoso-
phy. Preaching any of these things without relating them to Christ is a
mistake.

That Christ was central to the first century message is evident from
the sermons preached. On Pentecost, Peter began and ended with Christ
(Acts 2:22-23, 36). Before the Sanhedrin, Peter said, “Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Regardless of
where the message began, it always ended at Christ. Here is the heart of
the gospel in a nutshell —
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continued next page

Commitment
Connie W. Adams

Peter said that in the suffering of Christ he did not revile or threaten
his tormentors “but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously”
(1 Pet. 2:23). Here the word “committed” means to entrust to one’s
charge, to turn over to the object of one’s trust. Paul told Timothy to
“commit to faithful men” the word which he had been taught. Paul said
that God had “committed to my trust” the glorious gospel (1 Tim. 1:11).
Paul had “committed unto him against that day” and urged Timothy to
keep by the Holy Spirit “that good thing which was committed unto
thee” (2 Tim. 1:12, 14). Here the idea involves a putting with, a deposit,
a pledge of fidelity.

That God expects commitment on the part of his children cannot be
denied. We have committed all to our God and with good reason. He
always keeps his promises. Our commitment is to Jesus Christ as well.
“If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me” (Matt. 16:24). We are committed to the word of
God. To the Ephesian elders Paul said “And now, brethren, I commend
you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up,
and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified”
(Acts 20:32).

Total Commitment
This commitment must be total, complete with nothing held back.

Partial obedience to the Lord and what he requires is not obedience at
all. When Saul greeted Samuel with the news that “I have obeyed the
commandment of the Lord,” Samuel asked “What meaneth then the
lowing of the oxen and the bleating of the sheep in my ears?” (1 Sam.
15:12-14). Indeed, does the Lord have as great delight in sacrifice as in
obeying his voice? Paul warned of a perverted gospel in Galatians 1:6-
9. Oh, it had elements of truth in it, but it was not total truth. Jesus
clinched the matter when he drew the conclusion from his two illustra-
tions of the importance of counting the cost when he said, “Whosoever
he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my
disciple”(Luke 14: 33). Some of your heart is not enough. He will be
Lord of all of it, or else of none of it.

Persistent
This commitment must remain constant under every circumstance.

Under the strongest temptation we must remain committed. Peter said,
“abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11).
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Even in the face of peers who would entice us into error
we have to remember that “evil companions corrupt good
morals” (1 Cor. 15:33). We did enough succumbing to the
desires of the flesh before we obeyed the gospel and even
if former friends “think it strange that ye run not with them
to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you” (1 Pet.
4:2-4), we are not to weaken.

Under the threat of the most severe persecution we must
not betray our commitment. “Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though
some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inas-
much as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when
his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with ex-
ceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ,
happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth
upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your
part he is glorified . . . Yet if any man suffer as a Christian,
let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this
behalf” (1 Pet. 4:12-16).

Our commitment must be persistent when choices are
to be made. We must be predisposed to put the spiritual
above the material. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness and all these things shall be added
unto you” (Matt. 6:33).

That means pulling children out of ball games in time
to get to Bible study or a gospel meeting. It means not
permitting scouting trips on Sundays when worship is to
be omitted. It means skipping the prom. It means not put-
ting family reunions above worship. It means planning
ahead on trips and vacations so we can find brethren with
whom to worship faithfully on the Lord’s Day.

Pervasive
Our commitment must be pervasive: it must involve

every part of life. Not only must we be committed to
the Lord and his will when we assemble to worship,
but that commitment to the Lord and his word must fol-
low us home. In the family circle the principles of truth
must prevail in all the relationships which concern the
home. Commitment to the Lord will make a woman a
better wife and a man a better husband. It will make
better parents and more respectful and obedient chil-
dren.

Commitment to the Lord goes to work with a Christian.
It determines his attitude toward superiors and toward the
task to be done. It regulates relations with other workers.
It controls the tongue so that it avoids gossip, profanity, or
vulgarity and becomes marked by grace, seasoned with
salt (Col. 4:6). It goes into the athletic contest with a Chris-
tian. He gives his best but does not retaliate for the late hit
or the elbow to the jaw under the backboard, or the trash
talk from others in the game.

Sacred Trusts Committed To Us
Gospel preachers have been entrusted with a sacred

message. Paul said he had been “put in trust with the gos-
pel” (1 Thess. 2:4). It is not our message to treat as we
please. It is a great commission. We must deliver the mes-
sage without change.

Elders have a sacred trust. They are to “tend the flock
over which the Holy Spirit made them bishops” (Acts
20:28). They shall “give account” for their watch over souls
(Heb. 13:17). They must stand before the “chief shepherd”
(1 Pet. 5:4).

All saints have a sacred trust. The faith was “once for
all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). We are the custodians
of that same message delivered by inspired men. We must
be faithful to the task. We must not only hold to the faith-
ful word in our own lives, but also see to it that it is handed
down to the next generation faithfully. We are rapidly los-
ing a whole generation of gospel preachers but more than
that, a generation of faithful saints who have stood the test
of time and remained true to the Lord to the very end of
their days. The younger generation must be prepared to
step up and go forward with the greatest work in the world.
What kind of a trustee are you?

Our children are a sacred trust committed to us from the
Lord. They are an “heritage” of the Lord (Ps. 127:3). That
means they are a legacy, a gift. Their training and develop-
ment are of paramount importance. Take care to bring them
up “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).

Marriage is a sacred commitment. It is God who “binds”
husbands and wives together (Matt. 19:6; Rom. 7:1-4). The
privileges and duties of this special relationship are or-
dered by the Lord.

Our souls have been committed to us by the Lord. Soul
is used here to mean spirit. We are not our own, but have
been bought with a price. God is to be glorified in our bod-
ies and spirits which are his (1 Cor. 6:19-20). This is the
only part of us that will survive the death of the body. “We
know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dis-
solved, we have a building of God, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). What are
you doing with that immortal spirit which God committed
to your trust?

Are you truly committed to the Lord?

P.O. Box 69, Brooks, Kentucky 40109

Have you studied your Bible today?
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(Before I forget, perhaps Cardinal Bill could define for
us what constitutes the necessary “consumption” of ciga-
rettes [“smoking”]. Many priests smoke and drink. Wonder
how many of them will de-ash and de-tox for a day? Cu-
ban dictator, Fidel Castro, is a friend of the Pope. Will he
give up his cigar for one less day of eternal smoking?)

How many of the well known, so called “Protestants” of
our day will join with those “Catholic officials” who “were
embarrassed” by the Pope’s pronouncement? Where are the
voices of those who are protesting the profane and profound
presumption of the Pope’s proclamation? Will they speak
out and speak up? Nay, verily, they will give in and give up.

Where, too, are the voices of those, our brethren, who
constantly warn us against “our traditions in the Church
of Christ”? Since they denounce us for our alleged “tradi-
tions,” where are their denunciations of the Pope’s “vain
jangling” and “vain babblings”? It is strange how that some
of our brethren will rail against the traditions of God
(weekly Lord’s supper, weekly giving, singing, etc.), yet
remain silent in the face of the blatant blasphemy of papal
prattle (1 Cor. 11:2, 23; cf. Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2; Eph.
5:19; Col. 3:16; 2 Thess. 2:15). Frankly, I might be more
inclined to listen to their murmuring and complaining if
they would speak against the Pope’s pretensions as bellig-
erently as they revile the right ways of the Lord.

Finally, since the Pope offers less punishment “on earth or
in purgatory” if one will give up drinking for a day, I wonder
if the reverse will work. What about a reformed drunk, now
on his way to heaven, who hankers for just one more day of
drunkenness? Will the Pope offer less joy “on earth or in
heaven” if he volunteers to go back to drinking, but just for
“one day”? Surely, in the name of the millennium, the ol’
Pope could be as kind to the former drinker as to the present.

Indulge Me
Larry Ray Hafley

From off the Internet, via Pulpit Helps, we note the fol-
lowing:

The New York Times News Service reports from Rome
that Pope John Paul II “has announced that in celebration
of entering the third millennium of Christianity, penitents
who do a charitable deed or give up cigarettes or alcohol
for a day can earn an ‘indulgence’ to eliminate punishment
on earth or in purgatory.”

While some Catholic officials emphasize that indulgences
are linked to sincere repentance, others were embarrassed
by a practice that “seems to offer a simplistic shortcut to
salvation.” The Protestant Reformation was begun as a
protest by Martin Luther against the sale of indulgences.
Since Vatican II, the news service said, the Roman Catho-
lic Church played down their importance.

The Pope declared the year 2000 as a holy year, and
“throughout the millennial celebration believers will be
offered a wider selection of ways to receive a plenary in-
dulgence (to cancel the punishment for repented sins). In
addition to traditional means, such as attendance at Mass
in a designated church, they can choose an act of private
sacrifice.” According to Cardinal William Baum, “this
would included abstaining for at least one whole day from
unnecessary consumption (e.g., from smoking, or alcohol,
or fasting)” (Pulpit Helps, published by AMG Publishers,
Chattanooga, TN 37422).

Well, I do not know about you, but I am certainly re-
lieved that the present Pope was in a good humor when he
issued his insignificant little puff of air. In times past, Popes
have had folks seized and burned at the stake, so it was
with a sigh of relief that I learned this Pope wears a white
hat. Wonder if he will indulge and permit me write this
article without incurring any singed clothing or powder
burns (Dan. 3:15-18)? 4626 Osage, Baytown, Texas 77521

“. . . penitents who do a charitable deed or give up cigarettes or alcohol for a day
can earn an ‘indulgence’ to eliminate punishment on earth or in purgatory.”
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as long as it doesn’t affect job performance.” Too many
people have exchanged the truth for this lie (Rom. 1:25).
Leadership which is not faithful in little things (private
conduct) will fail in greater responsibilities (Luke 16:10;
also Matt. 25:21; Luke 19:17). God has always required
godly character and morality, especially from those in po-
sitions of leadership.

Kings of the Israelites were to have a copy of the law
with them for reading, humility and fearful obedience, all
of which would prolong their reign as king (Deut. 17:18-
20). The judges whom Jethro suggested to Moses were to
be “able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covet-
ousness” (Exod. 18:21). Why? So they might competently
learn the law and render just verdicts in cases between Is-
raelites. Within the church, elders and deacons are to be
men of proven godliness and morality, especially needed
in light of their serious responsibilities (Acts 6:1-6; 1 Tim.
3; Tit. 1:6ff; 1 Pet. 5:2-3). These examples sufficiently show
that a key to effective leadership is godly morality and char-
acter; anything less is evil leaven.

Genuine Repentance
Throughout this ordeal we have been served a variety

of apologies in differing tones and settings, so many, in
fact, that one could question the apologist’s sincerity. The
subject of genuine repentance enters the picture. So does a
pertinent text — 2 Corinthians 7:6-11. This text addresses
both the motivations and actions of genuine repentance.

2 Corinthians 7:10 mentions “godly sorrow” and “the
sorrow of the world.” What is the difference? There is an
obvious difference in that godly sorrow “produces repen-
tance to salvation,” but the worldly sorrow “produces

Personal Lessons From
a National Disgrace

After thirteen months of a bitter political battle, the im-
peachment hearings against our nation’s President ended
with his recent acquittal. Though conducted on the politi-
cal stage, it reflects the ongoing moral war. There are moral
issues — serious moral issues — involved. Setting aside
political preferences and views, several personal lessons
can be gleaned from this national disgrace.

Our Sin Will Find Us Out
In January 1998, the President flatly denied the alleged

relationship with intern Lewinsky. I confidently believe
he felt no one would ever learn the details of the matter.
How wrong he was!

Moses, in Numbers 32:23, reminded the tribes of
Reuben and Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh, if they
failed to help their brethren settle Canaan west of Jordan,
“be sure your sin will find you out.” How true that is! Our
sins are fully known to God. “All things are naked and
open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account”
(Heb. 4:13). Even our private sins are: “You have set our
iniquities before You; our secret sins in the light of Your
countenance” (Ps. 90:8; italics mine, rjb).

Sinful dispositions are manifested by our actions (Mark
7:20-23; cf. Prov. 4:23; 23:7). Sins against others become
known (Matt. 18:15-17). Sometimes sin becomes known
by the consequences it brings (Josh. 7:1-5, 19-21, 25). Rest
assured that when we sin, it will become known — some-
how, in some way.

Leadership Demands Godly Character and Morality
We have frequently heard: “Moral character doesn’t

matter; what one does in private is no one else’s business

Richard J. Boone

Whenever a society allows sin to run rampant in the streets and fails to uphold
righteousness and justice, then it is a reproach to that nation (Prov. 14:34).
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death.” The key term is “godly.” Sorrow towards God for
sins committed is the realization of sin being an offense
primarily against God, and it causes a change of mind lead-
ing to a change of actions; one ceases the sinful activity.
Though he did not sin with Potiphar’s wife, Joseph’s
mindset toward sin was right: “How then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God?” (Gen. 39:9; italics mine,
rjb). Godly sorrow entails a similar perspective.

Worldly sorrow, on the other hand, thinks primarily
about worldly motives and consequences. It is little con-
cerned with spiritual considerations, if at all. It has been
accurately stated that godly sorrow is sorrow that one has
done wrong, while worldly sorrow is sorrow for getting
caught doing wrong.

Godly sorrow leads to genuine repentance as reflected
in the Corinthians’ change of heart and conduct. They had
tolerated an impenitent fornicator (1 Cor. 5). Paul told them
to purge this leaven from among them (v. 7). This punish-
ment was meted by a majority of them, causing the
impenitent brother to repent (2 Cor. 2:6-7). Of their repen-
tance Paul said, “For observe this very thing, that you
sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced
in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what
fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication!
In all things you proved yourselves clear in this matter” (v.
11). Godly sorrow produces this genuine repentance.
Worldly sorrow acts differently.

Worldly sorrow seeks to delay, not diligently settle mat-
ters; to conceal wrongdoing, not clear it; its indignation is
toward those who seek to resolve matters, not at self for
sin; no fear of consequences; vehement desire, not to cor-
rect self, but to destroy accusers; zeal to protect self and
status, not to cease sin; no vindication of self, but vindic-
tiveness towards others; persuading others to try to clear
you, rather than proving one’s self clear in a matter. Surely
these contrasts are familiar to us in light of recent events.

Temporal Consequences Of Sin
Sin is the “Great Separator” — it separates man from

God (Isa. 59:1-2). David understood this after all the events
pertaining to Bathsheba and Uriah. Until he confessed his
sins, he felt the weight of those spiritual consequences in
his life (see Psalms 32 and 51).

David also learned that sin has temporal consequences,
a fact which society often fails to realize or acknowledge.
They may be small or great, immediate or delayed, indi-
vidual and/or group-wide.

Nathan told David the consequences of his sins (2 Sam.
12:7-15). David had “despised the commandment of the
Lord, to do evil in his sight” (vv. 9, 10). Therefore he would:
(1) have violence in his family’s future (v. 10); (2) experi-

ence insurrection from among his own family (v. 11a); (3)
be humiliated by having his wives publicly violated (vv.
11b-12); (4) give great occasion to the enemies of the Lord
to blaspheme (v. 14); and (5) cause innocent people to suf-
fer (v. 14b). Anyone familiar with David’s life and
subsequent chapters in 2 Samuel can document the fulfill-
ment of each of these foretold consequences. Though David
was forgiven spiritually (Ps. 32:1-5; 51; 2 Sam. 12:13),
there were still temporal consequences to his sins.

Today people may commit grave sins and be forgiven,
but still have to face temporal consequences of those sins.
A murderer can be forgiven by God, but still receives civil
punishment. An alcoholic (or drug addict) mother can be
forgiven, but an innocent baby suffers the consequences
of fetal-alcohol syndrome (or “crack baby”). A thief can
be forgiven, but still pays restitution. A person in an un-
lawful marriage can be forgiven of that adulterous
relationship, but must leave it for repentance to come to
fruition. In all of these cases and numerous others, one can
be forgiven when they meet God’s terms of forgiveness,
but may have temporal consequences of sin.

Conclusion
We are at a critical juncture in our nation’s history.

Whenever a society allows sin to run rampant in the streets
and fails to uphold righteousness and justice, then it is a
reproach to that nation (Prov. 14:34). Many Americans are
rightfully embarrassed about the reprehensible conduct of
our President and his cohorts. It is a national disgrace. There
are, however, important moral principles underlying these
events. We must be sure to grasp and apply them because
they are right and for posterity’s sake.

We can — by God’s power (Eph. 1:19-20) and
longsuffering (2 Pet. 3:9) — affect a return to righteous-
ness in our country through plain Bible teaching and
consistent Christian living. God was willing to spare Sodom
and Gomorrah for the sake of ten righteous souls (Gen.
18:32). Maybe he will spare America, too.

2945 Rosebud Rd. SW, Apt. 414, Loganville, Georgia 30052
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Sale Price — $15.97
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time and certainly must know more than us. We allow our-
selves to slowly be indoctrinated into church methodology
and theology. All religions want to make converts to their
own group and I was as a little child with grown-ups offer-
ing me candy, so to speak. All of us want to feel as though
we’re wanted and liked, and that there is a special place
for us in a church. I was certainly no different. My father
and his Primitive Baptist friends took me under their wings
and immediately started to “teach” me the Bible. They
taught me how to interpret it, what passages mean, and
warned me about not associating with those of other reli-
gious sects. Little did I know that this was a part of the
“grooming” process of a new convert. From the start I was
taught what is commonly referred to as the “TULIP” doc-
trines, or as they like to refer to them as the “doctrines of
grace” with the certain “proof texts” that supposedly sup-
ported these teachings. That man is “Totally Depraved”
from Adam; that God has “Unconditionally Elected” cer-
tain particular individuals before the foundation of the
world; That Jesus only died for those certain ones (Lim-
ited Atonement): that God “Irresistibly Calls” those
individuals (regenerated or born again); and that once we’re
saved we can never be lost (Preservation of the Saints).
This is what I heard week after week in our pulpits. Every-
one seemed to agree and I would occasionally hear an
“Amen” out of the congregation to give support to what
was being taught. So I did not question this because surely
these “men of God” knew far more than me. Eventually, I
was licensed to preach and finally ordained to the full work
of the ministry. Looking back now, I see me in those days
being a pal-parrot. In other words, I was doing and saying
as I saw them do and say.

As the years went by as I was reading and studying more
of God’s Word, some things that I had been taught I started
to question. When I would pose my thoughts on certain
things from the Bible to some preachers, to my surprise,

Pilgrimage of a Stranger

Many Christian brethren have asked me to write on my
personal pilgrimage and conversion experience to the truth
in Christ. I suppose that most, if not all, find it difficult to
write on oneself, and I am no different, being of that same
mind. However, I will attempt to do so in hope that some-
one, somewhere, might be encouraged and uplifted by it.
Also to give them the assurance that there are others out
there who are lost, as I was, who need to hear God’s hon-
est truth, that have been misled by the universality of
false-teachers and their condemnable doctrines. The only
way to combat these is for those of us who are in Christ
and that have obeyed the truth of the gospel to teach, preach,
proclaim, and declare it to everyone, everywhere, in every
opportunity and situation we may find ourselves in our
every day lives. Just as Satan has flooded the arena of our
surroundings with his influence, so we must do the same
as our Lord Jesus has thus commanded. As it is true that
we do not have to be as great in number as those that are
influenced by him and his cunning craftiness, neverthe-
less the lost still need to hear the truth of the gospel for it is
the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16; Heb. 4:12).
For without that power and those that proclaim it, I would
not be at this time, as a child of God, writing this to you.
“How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things” (Rom.
10:15).

My friends, I was an ordained Baptist preacher of the
sect known as Primitive Baptists. My father and brother
were also Baptist preachers. About nine years ago I de-
cided to “follow the Lord” and start going to church. Not
knowing anything about the Bible I did what most end up
doing and that is following a relative or friend to the church
of their choice. In my case it was following my dad and
the sect he was with. Being naive as others and not know-
ing any better, many are influenced by these friends and
relatives that we judge to have been religious for some

Eddie K. Garrett, II

. . . as I was reading and studying more of God’s Word, some things
that I had been taught I started to question.



(265)Truth Magazine — May 6, 19999

they got very upset and slowly were distancing
themselves from me. As long as I was pal-parroting
what they taught me and not questioning anything I
was doing fine, but when I did do so troubles and
problems came my way, of which I could not un-
derstand. Some would get very angry at me and
dis-fellowship me all together. My preaching ap-
pointments started to dwindle. Others were being
called to “Pastor” churches instead of me. It seemed
all because I was diligently studying the Sacred
Scripture. The more I would ask questions, the more
trouble I received. This drove me to investigate thor-
oughly what I had been taught. I had been taught,
so much against “Arminianism” and wanted to see
why so many of the people I was with hated them
so much. I thought to myself that I wanted to know both
ends of the theological spectrum. I wanted to give their “sys-
tem” a chance as I had done with “Calvinism.” I reckoned
that by knowing both realms of these opposite teachings
that I would find out the real truth.

I decided the best way to know “Arminianism” was to be
taught directly from them. So I enrolled into a program in a
Seminary of that persuasion. I rigorously studied my heart
out course by course. I took 16 courses in the one Masters
program. Then I enrolled into their Doctorate program in
Theology. One of my courses in this program was in “Herme-
neutics” (the science of Bible interpretation). I was intrigued
with what I had learned in that particular course. Just by
chance, I had to do a thesis at the end of this program of
which it was appointed that I do it in Hermeneutics. The
research that I had done was extensive and thorough. I had
to read and study this subject inside and out. I read many
books of scholars on this subject. The reason why I mention
this is because this was a major turning point in my sojourn
to the truth. I realized that “Calvinism” approached the Bible
using an “Allegorical Method” of interpretation. That is,
“beyond the literal, obvious, and apparent meaning of a pas-
sage lies the real hidden secret meaning.” I knew right off
the bat that this was wrong. I realized that the way I was
taught to interpret the Word of God was not the proper way
of doing so. Then I started to re-interpret what I had read in
God’s Word. I wanted to challenge every doctrine that I was
taught by taking the literal, plain and obvious and apparent
meaning of what I would now read.

Yet, before I get too ahead of myself, I want to mention
something that is of great significance to my conversion. A
few years ago I was the Moderator for my father in a public
debate with a church of Christ preacher named Patrick
Donahue. The proposition was “For whom did Christ die?”
I remember that day well. Although, I was of my father’s
persuasion, that debate (looking back now) had a profound
effect on me. I remember during the debate while Mr.
Donahue was dissecting, piece by piece, point by point, what
I was taught to believe as the truth, there was a particular

point in that debate that I saw some truth of what he was
declaring from God’s Word. That debate never left my
mind over the months to come. The seed of the truth of
the gospel was planted in my heart that very day.

During my theological education I was challenging ev-
ery point of the “TULIP” doctrines of which I was taught.
The first major point that I challenged was “Limited
Atonement.” Why I started here I think was because of
what was planted in me from the Donahue/Garrett de-
bate on this subject. After much careful study, I saw the
truth that Christ died for “all men” not just a few. Once I
saw that truth I went to “Unconditional Election” and so
challenged that point of Calvinistic doctrine. It was not
long after I saw the real truth on election or salvation,
that it was in fact conditional on our obedience in believ-
ing, repenting, and confessing. Of course the Calvinistic
doctrine of “irresistible grace” fell down all by itself af-
ter that. All I had left was “total depravity” and the
“perseverance of the saints.” But, these did not fall so
easily. I struggled with these for some time. Yet, I kept
challenging these points with God’s Word. I would stay
up to sometimes 3- 4 o’clock in the morning studying
and researching the Scripture. Once saved, always saved
eventually fell by the wayside. When I saw that a person
could fall out of grace then that convicted my soul a great
deal. A struggle began in me to venture whether or not I
was truly saved or not. Many prayers were prayed during
this time in my studies. The hardest point to challenge
was “total depravity.” I was taught it since my youth.
During this time I had been watching some debate tapes
of my dad with fellows like John Welch, Tommy
Thrasher, and Patrick Donahue that my dad had given
me. At times, these discussions got pretty heated and
very forceful in argument. Yet, I learned and enjoyed much
from them.

One day, out of the blue, I wanted to talk to Patrick
Donahue. So I called my dad and asked him for Patrick’s
phone number. Dad says, “What in the world do you want
his phone number for?” I told him I just wanted to talk

After seeing the truth on baptism in the
Scripture I still did not want to accept it.
Yet, the nights were unsleepable for me.
I could not just sweep this under the rug

to lie dormant. I was searching and
looking for ways to get out of baptism

being a necessity for salvation.
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with him. So, he gave me his number and I called him. He
was very nice and cordial and sent me some literature and
debate tapes on total depravity. My wanting to talk to
Patrick, as I look back was because of that seed that had
been planted in me during that debate with my father a
couple three years prior. Eventually I saw that total de-
pravity was not the truth of Scripture. I then left my father
and the Primitive Baptists and went and joined the South-
ern Baptists. This was because I still wanted to “worship”
and go to church and there were many Southern Baptists
in my area. It was a place for me and my family to go
while I got my “theology” straightened out. During this
time Patrick kept in contact with me and tried (not force-
fully) to help in anyway that he could. We would correspond
every day on the Internet by way of E-Mail communica-
tion. Patrick showed great concern about my soul in a loving
manner. He asked me to investigate the doctrine of water
baptism. I laughed and said I would. But, deep down in-
side I “knew” that water baptism had absolutely nothing
to do in the salvation of people’s soul. This I was certainly
sure. I had done a lot of changing, but, this I knew with
certainty. He would post arguments (debating on Internet)
to me on baptism passages and I would respond in the nor-
mal usual Baptist way. Yet, every argument I had was being
thrown down in defeat. This angered me tremendously and
I did not like it at all. Yet, I was determined to prove him
wrong nonetheless. Little did I know that when two men
debate every point and Scripture that sooner or later the
truth will pop right out of the discussion. And it certainly
did with Pat and our discussion. I was befuddled! I did not
communicate with him for a while, while I was pondering
this with much conviction.

After seeing the truth on baptism in the Scripture I still
did not want to accept it. Yet, the nights were unsleepable
for me. I could not just sweep this under the rug to lie
dormant. I was searching and looking for ways to get out
of baptism being a necessity for salvation. I went to my
Baptist and Protestant scholars commentaries hoping they
would explain it away or give me something to grab hold
of to not accept it. Yet, when these scholars went to Mark
16:16, Acts 2:38, 1 Peter 3:21 and other passages they were
so very very weak and afforded me no relief. I thought,
well, I’ll just get some scholarly Christian History books
and prove the early church Fathers did not believe in bap-
tismal regeneration. To my surprise, I found out, on the
contrary, that the early church believed in it so much that
major heresies crept in after the first few centuries. That
Irenaeus, who was taught by Polycarp, who had been taught
by John the Apostle, taught the necessity of baptism. That
Tertullian, an early church historian said the early church
believed strongly in the necessity of baptism. That they
felt so strongly in it that many people refused to be bap-
tized until near their death. So strongly that they started
baptizing infants. This was only because of the new her-
esy of total depravity that had slowly crept in among some

in the early assemblies. Once I had seen this in the pre-
Nicene Fathers, I was shocked.

I went back into my Bible to investigate more on bap-
tism. Then when I finally saw that it was the truth of God,
I came to the hardest place I had ever been in my quest of
truth. What must I do? Do I go and “join” the
“Campbellites” whom I have been taught to laugh at and
hate with a passion? I thought, well I’ll just stay where I
am in the Southern Baptists and just not say anything about
baptism. Sure I could believe it is true, yet, keep it to my-
self. Oh! my friends, this mind set did not last too long.
My convictions were too strong to pull such a stunt. My
love of God’s Word and my affection for the Baptists were
now at odds with each other. Days went by (sleepless) as I
pondered what must I do. I started to read once again the
book of Acts to find this answer. I found that I was not
alone in wanting this question answered. The Jews asked
Peter the question in Acts 2. The apostle Paul asked Jesus
the same thing. The Philippian jailer asked the same ques-
tion, etc. The answer was always believe and be baptized
and thou shalt be saved. The exact words of Jesus in Mark
16:16. So I called my friend Patrick Donahue and he gave
me two phone numbers of preacher brethren here in my
area. I called both and we’d meet once a week and talk the
Scripture. One of these men was Bobby K. Thompson of
the Manatee County Church of Christ. Bobby is up in his
seventies and his biblical answers soothed my weary soul.
One day I asked him to take me to “his” church to view his
library. He had given me a couple of books to read, but the
most important thing he said to me was when we were
walking out to leave, he put his arm around my neck,
hugged me and said, “Eddie, you need to be in Christ, you
must accept the truth of Jesus, obey the gospel and be bap-
tized leaving your old world behind.” These few little words
convicted my heart for days. Him putting his arm around
me meant so much because he saw the agony I was in and
the dilemma I had found myself.

One thing that intrigued me of these “church of Christ”
people is that all of them encouraged me to read and study
my Bible. To stay away from reading so many other books
of others and just stay with God’s Word.

I talked frequently with my wife on these doctrinal is-
sues and we would study together. My conviction was
getting too strong to wait any longer. I had to obey the
gospel as the Lord Jesus commanded. I called Bobby
Thompson and told him to get the baptistry ready for Sun-
day. Those few days till then seemed as though a year.
Satan was working overtime it seemed. But, I kept myself
into the Scripture, the safest haven for me. My wife was
stunned and shocked. “Was he going to leave all his years in
the Baptist church and all his educational credentials and titles
behind?” she thought. Yet, I indeed did and was baptized upon
my confession in Christ Jesus on that Sunday morning.
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The next day, after my baptism into Christ, I was called
by a Southern Baptist church to be their “Pastor.” This is
what I had worked so hard for years. I turned them down
because of my true conversion to Christ. Satan was work-
ing overtime with me because on that Wednesday I received
another call to “Pastor” full-time another Baptist Church
in my area. My wife said to me (reminds me of Job’s wife),
“Eddie this is what you’ve been working for so long and
now it comes and you refuse it.” But, my mind was set in
the defense of the truth. I was not going to be tempted
away from my Lord Jesus. I walked away from all my
friends, preachers, and laymen. By doing all this, I think
this gave reason for my wife to investigate what I had found.

Walking into the church of Christ building seemed
strange or different than what I’d been accustomed to, the
people were different as well than what I was used to, but
I knew I had followed my Lord’s commands. My wife and
I kept studying together every day and to my wonderful
surprise, she came forward a month later in the service to
obey the gospel. I was so happy and rejoicing. Bobby came
up to me and asked if I wanted to baptize her and thus my
joy was fulfilled. I baptized my wife, Priscilla, on that very
day.

We have been serving our Lord ever since and feel so
blessed by our Lord. Ephesians 1:3 has certainly lived up
to all the truth it declares. All spiritual blessings are in-
deed in Christ. I was experiencing them like I had never
experienced them before. We are so happy and filled with
joy over what our Lord Jesus has done for us.

Brethren, beloved in the Lord, there were many things

that contributed to my conversion in Christ, but it all started
with viewing and attending debates. If it wasn’t for the
sternness of the gospel preachers in their conviction in pro-
claiming the truth in boldness of which I had never
experienced before, my wife and I may not be where we
are today. Do debates do any good? This very soul and
his wife would no doubt be lost, bound for the fiery
pits of Hell in torment, if not for those I experienced.
Oh! blessed are the feet of those that preach the gospel
of Christ.

What we need is not a backing off of doing them, but to
return to publicly proclaim with a vigor that has never since
been seen since the first century Christians. Let all who
have the truth challenge every sectarian preacher and theo-
logian to discuss these matters. Let us raise the
proclamation flag of God’s truth and not be ashamed of
the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salva-
tion.

The first century Christians turned this world upside
down and thousands were converted to Christ. What has
changed now? Is it possible that we are too sophisticated
now to openly declare the truth of Christ? Let all who know
the truth search, as Paul, Barnabas, Silas, etc. for avenues
of discussion. Let’s let our light so shine that all others can
see the truth in Christ. This is a warfare with Satan and the
powers of darkness that is sending poor souls to Hell, let
us not give up on these precious souls that need to be saved.
Let us try much harder to proclaim it and not hide our
talent under the ground.

Edkgarrett@aol.com
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Example: Hey Fred, has your preacher been talking
much about Jesus coming back and the rapture? What do
you believe is going to happen this year? (Let’s get to-
gether next week and see what the Bible says about Jesus
coming back.)

Hey Martha, are you getting ready for all this Y2k stuff
they are predicting? (If she hasn’t heard, fill her in.) No
electricity, no food, banks shutting down! Then switch the
conversation to spiritual matters: Really I’m not too wor-
ried myself, because my faith lies in God! (play it by ear
from there). Have yourself questions to present to folks
that will lead into religious conversations that will open
the door for you to say: “Why don’t we get together one
night next week and see what the Bible says about that!
What night is best for you?”

Second: Know your shovels! Study the following books
of the Bible: Zechariah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Revelation. These
are four books in the Bible which are apocalyptic in style.
This means that much of their message was written with
symbolic or figurative language. You don’t have to be-
come an authority on all four; you just have to know what
premillennialists try to teach from each one! Below are
some helpful insights:

Zechariah — Chapters 9:9-10 — Premillennialists
deny that the reign of Christ as king has begun. Chap-
ter 14 — a favorite text used by Premillennialists who
give it a literal interpretation and apply the chapter to a
future point in time.

Ezekiel — Chapter 38-39 — Premilliennists believe this
is referring to a literal fulfillment. Study the terms Gog
and Magog and Armageddon. Familiarize yourself with
what these chapters are really teaching!

The Year 2000 and Evangelism
Rufus R. Clifford, III

I am sure you are aware of how human nature remains
the same throughout the years. People have a tendency to
be people no matter what age they are living in! We are by
nature only interested in things that are affecting us at the
moment. For example: Store owners, who are business
minded, know that the best time to order snow shovels
and sell snow shovels is not in the summer! Why? There
is no need. People are not thinking about snow in the
summer! I believe you get the gist of what I am saying.
We have, in my opinion, the opportunity to make this
year the most successful year for teaching others the
gospel! Why is that? The fact that people will be people
is what I am basing this statement on! In fact setting up
Bible studies will be easier this year than any other year
before. The reason for this is a simple one: human na-
ture!

When does a person think about death? When they are
around death. When does a person think about Jesus com-
ing back? When they know that people believe he’s coming
back close to the year 2,000! This year will be a good year
for those who are interested in personal evangelism! (which
should include all Christians). The reason being is that those
who teach the false doctrine of premillennialism and those
who believe this doctrine are convinced that the year 2000
will be a special year for them.

What does this mean for the “snow shovel salesman”?
It means if people believe it’s going to snow six feet, he’s
going to sell a lot of snow shovels! What will he do to
prepare? (1) He will have a ready supply of shovels on
hand, (2) He will know all about snow shovels! Let’s take
this same mentality and apply it to setting up studies this
year. What should I do to prepare for this opportunity?
First: Have a ready supply of statements to make that will
create interest in the other person to study!

Take advantage of the time you live in and the events taking
place to reach out to those who are lost and confused and blinded

by the deception of the devil.
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Daniel — Chapter 2 — Premillennialists do not believe
that the Kingdom of God was to be established in the days
of the Roman Empire. Learn about what Daniel proph-
esied about these four kingdoms that would come and go!
Babylon (gold), Medo-Persia (silver), Greece (brass),
Rome (iron), and about the kingdom God would set up
(vv. 44-45) that could not be moved (Heb.12:28).

Revelation — Chapter 20 — Premillennialists are fu-
turists — that is they consider the book of Revelation as
an unfulfilled prophecy about future history. They place
chapters 4-19 as just before the coming of Christ and then
chapter 20:1-10 as the millennial reign, judgment, and the
final state. Suggestions: Know why the book was written
and to whom! Familiarize yourself with chapter 20 and

thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great
reward. Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me
from secret faults. Keep back thy servant also from pre-
sumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then
shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great
transgression. Let the words of my mouth, and the medita-
tion of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my
strength, and my redeemer (Ps. 19).

the 1000-year reign. Remember that the second coming,
bodily resurrection, reign on earth, literal throne of David,
Christ on earth, etc. are not taught in Revelation 20:4! The
doors of opportunity are going to present themselves to all
of us this year so let’s be ready! Take advantage of the
time you live in and the events taking place to reach out to
those who are lost and confused and blinded by the decep-
tion of the devil. Many are in darkness and cannot see, but
you and I are lights in this world for Jesus (Matt.5:14-15)
and we are here to glorify him (1 Cor.10:31). So let’s shine
brightly and tell others the good news!

208 Murray St., Pleasant Hope Missouri 65725
Carey4102@aol.com

The Heavens Declare the Glory of God!

Donald Willis

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
showeth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and
night unto night showeth knowledge. There is no speech
nor language, where their voice is not heard. Their line is
gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end
of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,
Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and
rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His going forth is
from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of
it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. The law
of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony
of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes
of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the command-
ment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear
of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of
the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to be de-
sired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter
also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is

In this appeal, which the Bible makes to the science of
astronomy, we find the statement that this particular branch
of science bears explicit testimony to the “glory” and
“knowledge” of the God, who made the heavens and wrote
the Book. This is clear from the fact that, while the first six
verses deal with the testimony of the heavens, the latter
part of the psalm, from the seventh verse onward, is occu-
pied with the testimony of the written Word.

Science has never delivered one person from sin. Although wonders
can be done to the body, science has not yet healed one broken soul!
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Now it will be readily admitted that if the science of
astronomy — that is to say, if any of the existing laws in
connection with the heavenly bodies — really ran counter
to, or in any way tended to disprove the teaching of Scrip-
ture, then the heavens, instead of declaring the glory and
knowledge of the Creator, would rather witness to the ig-
norance and consequent dishonor of him who had written
a Book which he has magnified, and which is specially
called “The Law of the Lord”
— but which was found to be
opposed in its teachings to
some of the other laws already
in existence. Now, our minds
shrink from such a blasphe-
mous conclusion. However, let
us consider some “scientific
statements” found in the pages
of holy writ; and how did these
writers know such scientific
facts before they were discov-
ered?!

The oldest book in the
Bible, Job reads: Job 26:7 (c.
3500 BC): “He stretcheth out
the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon
nothing.” How did Job know this? And is not this simple
statement scientifically accurate. All the early physicists
and philosophers (including Plato and Aristotle) believed
the earth was a flat disc of land. Authorities at the Washing-
ton Observatory have discovered that there is a vast expanse
in the northern heavens without a single star in it — literally
an empty place! The heavens declare the glory of God!

Proverbs 8:27 (c. 1000 BC) “When he prepared the heav-
ens, I was there: when he set a compass (or circle) upon
the face of the depth.” This clearly indicates the spherical
or globular shape of the earth. Isaiah 40:22 (700 BC): “It
is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhab-
itants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the
heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to
dwell in. . . .” Circle means an “arch” or “sphere,” demon-
strating the true form of the earth! This is a most remarkable
reference to the rotundity of the earth. The heavens de-
clare the glory of God!

The Earth turns upon its axis. Genesis 1:3-5 (c. 1500
BC): “And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided
the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the
morning were the first day.” One side of the earth, being
closest to light, the other side would be dark. These things
commenced, yet the Sun and Moon were not set until the
fourth day. But, the earth was moving upon its axis from
the beginning! The heavens declare the glory of God!

Also consider: Luke 17:34-36 (c. 67 AD): “I tell you, in
that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall
be taken, and the other shall be left. Two women shall be
grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other
left. Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken,
and the other left.”

When are men in a bed? Night!

When are women preparing
flour for the daily bread? Early
Morning!

When are men laboring in
the field? Broad daylight!

And every student knows
that, owing to the rotundity of
the earth, the light falls upon
only a half at a time, producing
day and night at once and mak-
ing the statement easily under-
stood. The heavens declare the
glory of God!

But the context of Psalms 19 establishes that the Bible
is the Word of God, that it is perfect to the needs of man-
kind! What a wonderful proclamation!

Our duty, therefore, it to be as young Samuel (1 Sam
3:9): “Speak Lord, thy servant heareth.”  Jesus is the “way,
truth, life” (John 14:6).  Jesus is the only way to salvation
(Acts 4:12). Science has never delivered one person from
sin. Although wonders can be done to the body, science
has not yet healed one broken soul!

The Gospel of Jesus Christ can save us from our sins!
The heavens declare the glory of God!  We must live in
acknowledgment of God and to the glory of God!

4902 Corian Well Way, San Antonio, Texas 78247-5903
DFWillis@aol.com
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heart was only evil continually. And
the Lord was sorry that He had made
man on the earth, and He was grieved
in His heart. So the Lord said, ‘I will
destroy man whom I have created
from the face of the earth, both man
and beast, creeping thing and birds of
the air, for I am sorry that I have made
them.’”

Of course, we know that he kept
Noah and his family alive, so that the
human race was not totally annihi-
lated. But soon after this we see man
up to his old ways of trying God’s
patience and longsuffering, and doing
what pleased himself instead of what
pleased God.

Even 900 years after this, when
God had rescued the Israelites from
Egyptian bondage, they turned their
hearts away from God. Psalm 78 pro-
vides us with a very nice outline of
the things that Israel did to test God’s
patience:

Psalm 78:10-11 says, “They did not
keep the covenant of God; they re-
fused to walk in His law, and forgot
His works and His wonders that He
had shown them.” Verse 17 continues:
“But they sinned even more against
Him by rebelling against the Most
High in the wilderness.” Notice God’s
reaction to them: “Therefore the Lord
heard this and was furious; so a fire
was kindled against Jacob, and anger
also came up against Israel, because

The Longsuffering of God
Samuel Csonka

In Exodus 34:5-7,we find Moses on
Mt. Sinai ready to receive the Ten
Commandments from God. Before
this happened, though, God came
down and presented himself before
Moses:

Now the Lord descended in the
cloud and stood with him there, and
proclaimed the name of the Lord.
And the Lord passed before him and
proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord
God, merciful and gracious,  long-
suffering, and abounding in good-
ness and truth, keeping mercy for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, by no means
clearing the guilty, visiting the in-
iquity of the fathers upon the
children and the children’s children
to the third and the fourth genera-
tion.

God described himself to Moses as
“longsuffering.” In this article, let’s
examine the longsuffering character
of God:

1. God is very longsuffering, but his
longsuffering has limitations. Since
God created man to be a free moral
agent (ability to choose right or
wrong), he has had to deal with man’s
sin. For about 1500 years after cre-
ation, man’s sin grew worse and
worse; At least, until we read of God’s
reaction to it in Genesis 6:5-7: “Then
the Lord saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that
every intent of the thoughts of his

God throughout
all the ages has
continued to let

man remain on this
earth because he is
longsuffering. . . .
God is truly thinking
of us, and desiring our
reconciliation. He
does not wish to see
us continue on our
pathway to destruction.
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they did not believe in God, and did
not trust in His salvation” (Ps. 78:21-
22). Continuing his longsuffering and
patience with them, he provided them
with sustenance and protection. But,
“In spite of this they still sinned, and
did not believe in His wondrous
works. Therefore their days He con-
sumed in futility, and their years in
fear” (Ps. 78:32-33).

They went back and forth, back and
forth, rebelling and returning, sinning
and repenting. “But He, being full of
compassion, forgave their iniquity,
And did not destroy them. Yes, many
a time He turned His anger away, and
did not stir up all His wrath; for He
remembered that they were but flesh,
a breath that passes away and does not
come again” (Ps. 78:38-39).

Throughout the long period of the
rule of judges and the dynasties of
kings, Israel continued the same os-
cillation — back and forth, rebelling
and returning. Then by the mouth of
Jeremiah, the prophet of Anathoth,
God spoke these words: “If you will
return, O Israel, says the Lord, Return
to Me; and if you will put away your
abominations out of My sight, then
you shall not be moved. And you shall
swear, ‘The Lord lives,’ in truth, in
judgment, and in righteousness; the
nations shall bless themselves in Him,
and in Him they shall glory. For thus
says the Lord to the men of Judah and
Jerusalem: ‘Break up your fallow
ground, and do not sow among thorns.
Circumcise yourselves to the Lord,
and take away the foreskins of your
hearts, you men of Judah and inhabit-
ants of Jerusalem, lest My fury come
forth like fire, and burn so that no one
can quench it, because of the evil of
your doings’”(Jer. 4:1-4).

God gave them fair warning that
his longsuffering was running out.
But, still they remained disobedient.
And, after the fall of Jerusalem,
Jeremiah reminded them of how they
had tested God and worn out his pa-
tience with them. He said, “So the
Lord could no longer bear it, because

of the evil of your doings and because
of the abominations which you com-
mitted. Therefore your land is a
desolation, an astonishment, a curse,
and without an inhabitant, as it is this
day” (Jer. 44:22).

Even so, God did not utterly de-
stroy the people. In Isaiah 48:9, he
declared through the prophet: “For
My name’s sake I will defer My an-
ger, And for My praise I will restrain
it from you, so that I do not cut you
off.” He had promised to save a rem-
nant of the people to bring them back
into the land for he had a future pur-
pose to accomplish.

Years later, the Levites of the rem-
nant of Israel who returned to
Jerusalem remembered God’s pa-
tience and the limit of his long-
suffering. While remembering their
father’s sinful ways, they exclaimed,
“Yet for many years You had patience
with them, and testified against them
by Your Spirit in Your prophets. Yet
they would not listen; Therefore You
gave them into the hand of the peoples
of the lands” (Neh. 9:30).

Throughout all these thousands of
years, God’s longsuffering had been
tested and tried. Man, due to his sin
and incontinence, had revolted
against the mandates of the Al-
mighty God and received his just
reward for it.

Now, come ahead several hundred
years, to the New Testament age. Re-
member the future purpose that God
wanted to accomplish? The apostle
Paul in Romans 9 refers to this, and
also to God’s longsuffering in order
to accomplish this purpose. He says,
“What if God, wanting to show His
wrath and to make His power known,
endured with much longsuffering the
vessels of wrath prepared for destruc-
tion, and that He might make known
the riches of His glory on the vessels
of mercy, which He had prepared be-
forehand for glory, even us whom He
called, not of the Jews only, but also
of the Gentiles?” (vv. 22-24).

The reason that Paul gives for why
God was so patient with the Israelites,
was so that God, through the lineage
of David, might bring forth the Mes-
siah to be the Savior of all — both
Jew and Gentile. He had also men-
tioned this in Romans 3:25-26, where
he wrote of the Christ “whom God set
forth as a propitiation by His blood,
through faith, to demonstrate His righ-
teousness, because in His forbearance
God had passed over the sins that were
previously committed, to demonstrate
at the present time His righteousness,
that He might be just and the justifier
of the one who has faith in Jesus.” God
had, through his love and forbearance,
offered mankind the very thing which
he needed, but couldn’t provide for
himself — redemption from sin. Yet,
knowing this, the majority of the
people of Paul’s day rejected Christ
and his teaching. Why? Because of the
very thing that separated man from
God in the first place, and that still
separates him from God — sin. Sin,
in the form of selfishness, worldliness,
unrighteousness, and just plain wick-
edness, had been the reason for their
rejection of God and his Word.

Even Jesus himself, during his last
days on the earth had this to say about
his chosen people: “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, the one who kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent
to her! How often I wanted to gather
your children together, as a hen gath-
ers her chicks under her wings, but
you were not willing!” (Matt. 23:37).
It is sad to look back on all the chances
that they had to make peace with God,
but squandered.

Nevertheless, God throughout all
the ages has continued to let man re-
main on this earth because he is
longsuffering. Peter reveals the main
goal of God’s longsuffering in 2 Pe-
ter 3:9 where he writes: “The Lord is
not slack concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is long-
suffering toward us, not willing that
any should perish but that all should
come to repentance.” God is truly
thinking of us, and desiring our rec-
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onciliation. He does not wish to see us continue on our
pathway to destruction. He wants us to return to him. God’s
words: “I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from
your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Is-
rael?” (Ezek. 33:11), could be applied spiritually to every
man. “Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, for-
bearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness
of God leads you to repentance?” (Rom. 2:4).

Truly God has been, and continues to be, longsuffering
to those who reject him and his will. But, the time is com-
ing soon in which sinful man will receive his just reward.
For the apostle Paul through the Spirit of God says: “But
in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart
you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will
render to each one according to his deeds: eternal life to
those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for
glory, honor, and immortality; but to those who are self-

seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unright-
eousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish,
on every soul of man who does evil . . .” (Rom. 2:5-9).

Now, what about you? You who have lived on this earth
for “X number of years” and have still not obeyed the gos-
pel of Christ. What are you waiting for?

In Romans 1:20, Paul proclaimed that all men through-
out the ages were without excuse before God: “For since
the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even
His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse.” If those who had not even heard the gospel of
Christ are without excuse, what about those who have heard
it time and time again? Remember — God’s longsuffering
has a limit, and yours runs out on the day that you die.
Haven’t you made him wait long enough?

Consider the Purpose of the Lord’s Supper
The apostle Paul tells us that the purpose of the Lord’s

supper is to remember his death. In 1 Corinthians 11:25-
26. “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as often
as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death till He comes” (NKJV). We see in verse 25
that the Lord’s supper is a remembrance; a memorial if
you will, of the Lord’s sacrifice of himself for us. Man
builds memorials and monuments of stainless steel, gran-
ite or marble; material he hopes will endure. The Son of
God built a memorial that has lasted 2000 years; assembled
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The Lord’s Supper
Larry R. DeVore

The Lord’s supper is a solemn occasion to remember
the death of our Lord and the great sacrifice he made for
us on Calvary. It ought to be observed with the serious-
ness and dignity that befits the occasion. I do not imply
that the partaking of the Lord’s supper is more important
than any other act of worship. They are all equally impor-
tant. The Christian is to participate in each activity in spirit
and in truth (John 4:24). The death of Christ was a propi-
tiation (atoning sacrifice, 1 John 2:2) for us, that God might
be able to forgive us our sins and put us into a covenant
relationship with him. No other act except the death of the
sinless Son of God on the cross could accomplish this.

The Son of God built a memorial that has lasted 2000 years;
assembled each week from perishable elements.
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each week from perishable elements. Unleavened bread
and grape juice are not enduring materials. They will mold
and become stale. Yet these very elements, prepared weekly
by faithful hands, become by faith the body and blood of
the Lord in the communion service every first day of the
week. The Lord’s supper is a lasting memorial, for the
purpose of observing (looking back on) the Lord’s death
on Calvary, and faithful Christians will continue to par-
take of it “until He comes.”

The Frequency of Observing the Lord’s Supper
The “when” of partaking the Lord’s supper is found by

example of what the early church did. “Now on the first
day of the week, when the disciples came together to break
bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them
and continued his message until midnight” (Acts 20:7).
There is no other example of the early church partaking of
the Lord’s supper on any other day of the week. Those
who claim they can do so need to cite their authority from
Scripture. Divine silence eliminates every day but the first
day of the week. We see also that the Lord’s supper is a
congregational function, rather than an individual one. It
is something done “when the disciples came together.” I
believe this eliminates carrying the communion to shut-
ins in hospitals, and private or nursing homes. If one cannot
assemble, then he or she is excused from partaking. We
can do many things individually; we can sing and pray;
study and teach others. But the Lord’s supper (and the giv-
ing of one’s means) is a congregational function or activity.
Let us be dedicated to observe the Lord’s supper with other
disciples, upon the first day of the week.

The Manner of Observing the Lord’s Supper
The manner in which a Christian observes the Lord’s

supper should be the attitude he would display in engag-
ing in any act of divine worship. The apostle Paul tells us
we can control our thinking (Phil. 4:8). So as we observe
the Lord’s supper, we need to concentrate on Jesus’ death
for us on Calvary; the suffering, the anguish he went
through in order to secure our salvation. Try to block out
external distractions, that we may meditate on the greatest
sacrifice the world has ever known. A few well-chosen
remarks by the one presiding at the table will help each
disciple to meditate on Calvary.

Duties of the One Presiding at the
Communion Service

The brother who presides at the serving of the Lord’s
supper can do a great deal to make the service meaningful
to the participants. This should involve something more
than simply reading Matthew 26:26-29 or Luke 22:17-20,
where Jesus instituted the supper. This is fine, but tells us
little or nothing about why he was instituting the supper.
There are many passages that dwell on his suffering and
death that would be more appropriate for the communion
service. Some of these would be: Psalm 22; Hebrews 2:9-

17; 7:22-27; 9:24-28; 1 Peter 1:18-21; 2:21-25. The one in
charge, or “presiding” at the service should be neatly
dressed and well prepared to lead the congregation in a
meaningful participation of the Lord’s supper.

Duties of Those Who Serve the Communion
Those who serve the congregation are important to an

orderly and meaningful communion service. They should
also be neatly dressed in their best. A tee shirt and jeans
are not appropriate attire to appear before the congrega-
tion (unless that is all one has to wear). We are in the
spiritual presence of the Son of God, not attending a foot-
ball game. Neat, clean clothing is essential. The brothers
serving should strive to serve the communion in an or-
derly manner, seeing that no one is overlooked. Those who
are serving should not partake of the communion first, but
serve themselves last, at the rear of the auditorium, or where
it has been decided in advance. Good judgment and com-
mon sense should prevail. The congregation is to be served
first, themselves last.

Praying at the Serving of the Lord’s Supper
A few words need to be said regarding the prayers of-

fered at the table for the bread and the fruit of the vine.
Too often, a brother will pray for everything and anything,
and sometimes nearly forget to give thanks for the ele-
ments involved. The observance of the Lord’s supper is
not the time to ask for forgiveness of sins, or to pray for
the sick, or for safe travel, etc. These items should be taken
care of in the opening prayer. The prayers at the Lord’s
table should be brief and to the point.

 The prayers offered at the Lord’s table should keep the
congregation’s thinking focused on Calvary, and what was
accomplished by Jesus on our behalf. The brethren who
pray and serve the communion service are vital to making
the service meaningful to each disciple. Don’t consider
this a “little duty” or chore to be carried out. Your faithful
service here is extremely important to the proper partak-
ing of the Lord’s supper on the first day of the week.

7872 Cleveland Rd., Wooster Ohio 44691
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Jesus said, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free” (John 8:31-32). Freedom from sin is
provided only through the death of Christ as a perfect sac-
rifice for sin (Heb. 10:12). As the blood of animals was
sprinkled on the first covenant, so the New Testament of
Christ was sealed and sanctified by the shedding of his
blood (Heb. 9:15-23). As we abide within his covenant,
Christ keeps us free from sin.

Free from Separation from God
Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden by

their sin. Their blissful relationship with God was broken
and their access to the tree of life was blocked. God “drove
out the man; and he placed at the east of the Garden of
Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every
way, to keep the way of the tree of life” (Gen. 3:24). Sin
separates us from fellowship with God, makes us enemies
of God, and denies us the blessings of God (Isa. 59:1-2;
Col 1:21). When we live in sin, our prayers are not ac-
cepted through the mediatorial name of Jesus Christ.

Christ restores our broken fellowship with God, giving
us “all spiritual blessings” (Eph. 1:3). Both Jews and Gen-
tiles have access to God through the blood of Jesus Christ.
“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off
are made nigh by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13). Christ
frees us from sin so that we can enjoy full fellowship with
God when we obey the gospel and are added to the church
of Christ. Thus, we are reconciled “unto God in one body
by the cross” (Eph. 2:16).

Free from Sin’s Enslaving, Degrading Effects
Sin soon enslaves us, leads us further and further away

from God, and makes us vulnerable to many foolish and

hurtful lusts. Mere covetousness opens the door to all sorts
of temptations (1 Tim. 6:10). Step by step, King David
was led deeper into sin, but he finally repented, whereas
Judas followed a similar path and ended a suicide. Neither
man intended to go as far as he did. Sin seems at first to be
the servant of our desires but soon becomes the master of
our souls! The history of the Gentile world shows that those
who depart from the truth of God are soon “filled with all
unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:29). Brethren who begin to com-
promise the truth with the best of intentions may end up as
false teachers who “wax worse and worse, deceiving, and
being deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13).

When we are “baptized into Jesus Christ,” we are raised
to “walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). When Christ
cleanses our souls, he turns our lives around. The moment
we obey the gospel, we are “then made free from sin” and
become “the servants of righteousness.”

For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from
righteousness. What fruit had ye then in those things
whereof ye are now ashamed? For the end of those things
is death. But now being made free from sin, and become
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the
end everlasting life (Rom. 6:18, 20-22).

The Lord can take our broken hearts and lives, so marred
by sin, and remold us as vessels of honor in his service. He
removes the garments so spotted and stained with sin, and
clothes us in the beauties of holiness as his servants.

Free from the Old Law
The Old Law prepared men for the coming of Christ

but could not itself provide a perfect sacrifice for sin. Once
a man sinned under that Law, he stood under the condem-

Free in Christ
Ron Halbrook

The Lord can take our broken hearts and lives, so marred by sin,
and remold us as vessels of honor in his service.
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nation of sin (Gal. 3:10-13). The only hope of forgiveness
was in the Christ to come, but after Christ came and of-
fered the perfect sacrifice for sin, it was impossible to serve
God under the Law of Moses. To attempt to do so, in whole
or in part, is to return to the condemnation pronounced on the
sinner by that covenant. Modern day Jews and sabbatarians
appeal to the Old Law. Denominationalism tries to jus-
tify infant membership, a clergy or priesthood, special
robes, burning incense, dancing in worship, clapping,
instrumental music, and other practices on the basis of
the Old Law.

Christ takes away the yoke of Moses’ Law and teaches
us, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ
hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the
yoke of bondage.” To appeal to the Old Law to justify our-
selves today is to fall from grace (Gal. 5:1-6). The message
of the book of Hebrews is that we serve God under a new
and better high priest, a new and better covenant, with a
new and better sacrifice, a new and better sabbath rest, a
new and better tabernacle, and a new and better hope. “In
that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old.
Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to van-
ish away” (Heb. 8:13).

    Free from Commandments and Doctrines of Men
Men are often misled in religion by false teachers who

depart from the truth by omitting things from it and adding
things to it. We are often warned against such men who
twist the Scriptures “unto their own destruction” (Rev.
22:18-19; 2 Pet. 3:16). False teachers make us “subject to
ordinances . . . after the commandments and doctrines of
men” (Col. 2:20-23). Such things make a fair show of reli-
gion, but are utterly worthless to God or man in the plan
of salvation. Denominational churches with their man-
made names, creeds, dogmas, and practices enslave
men’s souls to ordinances after the commandments and
doctrines of men. All forms of apostasy and departure
from the true gospel of Christ create the same enslave-
ment to men.

Christ teaches us to test all teachers by God’s Word in
order to distinguish truth from error (Matt. 15:1-9; 1 Pet.
4:11; 1 John 4:1-6). Thus, Christ frees us from the domin-
ion of men and the theories of men. We “are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him-
self being the chief corner stone” (Eph. 2:20). Being
delivered from the confusion and uncertainty of human
traditions and creeds, we are no longer “tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight
of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive” (Eph. 4:14).

                 Free from the Law of Sin and Death
Once we sin, we are doomed to eternal punishment in

hell. Once we are cast into hell with the devil and his an-

gels, into “the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone,”
there is no escape, no relief from torment, and no hope of
freedom (Rev. 21:8). Think of it: Sin promises us joyous
freedoms but finally enslaves and entombs us in the dun-
geon of eternal despair! Seeing this end result of the sin’s
captivity, Paul exclaimed, “O wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from the body of this death?” (Rom. 8:24)
“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eter-
nal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2).
In Christ we have forgiveness and the hope of eternal life
with God in heaven (Tit. 1:2). On the great resurrection
day, our bodies will be changed and “fashioned like unto
his glorious body” (Phil. 3:21). Both physical and spiri-
tual death will be defeated. We shall live forever beyond
the reach of the law of sin and death “when this corrupt-
ible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall
have put on immortality.”

Then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to
God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ (1 Cor. 15:54-57).

False Forms of Freedom
We are not free to continue in sin, or to teach and prac-

tice false doctrine. Freedom in Christ is not a license to do
wrong with impunity. False teachers open the door to sin
and error by promising a false form of “liberty” (2 Pet.
2:1, 19). Those who oppose this false plea are attacked as
“legalists,” “intolerant,” “sectarian,” “traditionalists,”
“creed writers,” “narrow-minded,” “negative,” and “cult-
ists.” The false teacher who hardens his heart will
eventually leave God’s true people or else be rejected from
their fellowship after repeated admonition (1 John 2:19;
Tit. 3:10). He may become increasingly bitter, rash, and
reckless as he waxes “worse and worse” under a false ban-
ner of freedom (2 Tim. 3:13).

Many practices not authorized in God’s Word are pro-
moted under the false banner of freedom, such as sprinkling
in place of Bible baptism, women preachers, church spon-
sored recreation, adulterous marriages, instrumental music
in worship, and unity in doctrinal diversity. These doctrines
and commandments of men are no part of the covenant sealed
by the blood of Christ. Anyone with sincere questions about
such things can be patiently taught such passages as Ro-
mans 6:4, 1 Timothy 2:12, 1 Corinthians 11:34, Matthew
19:9, Ephesians 5:19, and 2 John 9-11. Sincere brethren
seeking to learn and grow are not treated like false teach-
ers, but neither are false teachers granted the “freedom”
they demand to spread error unchallenged.
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family needs. Yet, in the process the very thing they need (his
love and attention) is deprived (See: Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:1-4).

It has always interested me how people engage in Bible
study (be it in Bible class or listening to preaching) with-
out a Bible. I am amazed at the person who can grasp a
text being explained in its context without ever opening
the covers of the Bible (See: John 5:39; Acts 17:11).

Purity of thought (Prov. 23:7) is emphasized by parents
as they train their children. They are taught about the evils
of association and familiarization with sin (Ps. 1:1-3). We,
as parents will not allow them to listen to music or watch
TV that violates those principles. Yet, some parents will
take their children to movies that use a good bit of profan-
ity and even have suggestive scenes (see: Rom. 1:32).

Preachers have been among the worst of those who, in
the name of doing good, in the end, do wrong. It is not
uncommon to see some preachers who sacrifice all to study
the word and go preach. Among the sacrifices (though not
intentional) is their health and, even worse, their marriage
and children. Preachers, like any other Christians, have
the responsibility to be good husbands and fathers (1 Pet.
3:7; Eph. 6:1-4).

I have always been amused at those who will argue with
you that it is wrong to debate. Or those who condemn those
who condemn. And what about the ones who judge us be-
cause they think we are judgmental?

We live in a society that cries out for the poor fellow on
death row. Though he may have killed a dozen people, the
liberal element will tell us that he is a human being and
deserves to live. Yet, the same people will contend for a
woman’s right to abort her child (see: Gen. 9:6).

The hour is getting late (or early). I really ought to practice
a little of what I just read a while ago. I think I will go to bed.

How to Become Free in Christ
Christ frees us from sin when we accept him by faith,

repentance, and baptism (Acts 2:36-38). Even when Chris-
tians fall into sin, Christ’s blood is always available to us
if only we will repent and seek God’s pardon (Acts 8:22).
Christ said of all who are willing to hear, believe, and obey
his teaching, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free” (John 8:32). Indeed, Christ is “the way,
the truth, and the life” which leads us into that blessed
freedom of fellowship with God for time and for eternity
(John 14:1-6). What good news to sinners who are tired of
Satan’s lies and slavery!

3505 Horse Run Ct., Shepherdsville, Kentucky 40165

Reading About Sleep
Donnie V. Rader

It is approaching 1:00 a.m. as I write.
All in the house are asleep but me. A
few minutes ago I just finished read-
ing some material on the value of sleep.
I was convinced by the author’s evi-
dence that the body needs proper rest.
Toward the end of the material, as my
eyes got heavier, his point hit home
more than ever.

Surely it has dawned on you, as it did me, that there
seems to be some contradiction in staying awake to learn
more about the value of sleep. One who would stay awake
to the wee hours of the morning to read about the value of
sleep surely has some interest in giving his body what it
needs. Yet, in the process, the very needs are denied. Isn’t
that a little like doing without food in order to have money
to buy a book on nutrition?

I got to thinking — folks act the same way in spiritual
matters.

All too often some father will work long hours (even
taking more than one job) to be able to provide what the

408 Dow Dr., Shelbyville, Tennessee 37160-2208
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The Bodily Movements
The Holy Spirit includes lewdness among his list of

works of the flesh that will disqualify anyone from inher-
iting the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19-21). Lewdness is one
of those words which meaning in the English language
has evolved away from the intent of the original Greek
Paul used. Thayer defines aselgeia as “wanton acts or
manners, as filthy words, indecent bodily movements, un-
chaste handling of males and females, etc.”

Again, take the cheerleader off the side-
line and have her perform the same
exercises on the dance floor to music. Mod-
ern cheerleading is an exhibition of young
women performing indecent bodily move-
ments in the presence of hundreds, if not
thousands, of men. It has the same power
to incite lust as modern dancing and is just
as lewd. We might want to excuse it as a
school activity, but such a justification
amounts only to situation ethics, a byword

of humanism, wherein the black-and-white nature of sin is
blurred for our convenience.

Not All Bad
I am aware of at least one high school which has cheer-

leaders who wear modest uniforms and refrain from
performing lewdness on the sideline. Their cheers are done
in a respectable way and I think that is fine. These young
women are engaged in a wholesome activity, which does
not place them in thigh-and-belly-bearing outfits or direct
them to dance about in a way that might incite lust (Matt.
14:6).

Just how important are the souls of our young people?
Lewdness disappoints God and will keep them out of
Heaven. Is that more important than popularity on Earth?

Cheerleading
J.S. Smith

I am all for school spirit. I have season tickets for the
Pflugerville High School football team and rant and rave
with the best of them at every game. My objection to
cheerleading is not about school spirit or extracurricular
activities, which are both profitable. My objection to
cheerleading centers on the undeniable fact that it places
young women and girls into immodest costumes and
engages them in lewd exercises before hundreds of boys
and men.

The Costume
In days gone by, the cheerleading uniform

was not immodest and I would have no prob-
lem with it at all. It consisted of a skirt that
descended below the knees and a top that
concealed both chest and midriff. Today’s
cheerleading uniform is often times noth-
ing more than a miniskirt and halter top.
Many uniforms today even bare the mid-
riff.

If this uniform were stripped of its insignia and worn as
everyday attire, most Christians would see its impropriety.
Because it is associated with a school activity, consid-
ered wholesome in America, should not mitigate the
clear fact that such attire is immodest and will tend to
incite lust in the vulnerable hearts of young men (Matt.
5:27-28).

Paul addresses even our young women when he admon-
ishes them to “adorn themselves in modest apparel, with
propriety and moderation . . . which is proper for women
professing godliness, with good works” (1 Tim. 2:9-10). To
imagine a Christian gleefully donning such a costume in public
is beyond belief. Any young women dressed in what amounts
to a miniskirt is not professing godliness, but a lack of
concern for the souls of men who see her. Her attire is a
stumbling block that will surely help some souls down
the road to perdition (Matt. 18:6-7). Can anyone seri-
ously deny that her costume is likely to cause someone
to lust?

1111 Faircrest Dr., Austin, Texas 78753
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They could not fully support a man, but Cecil had got-
ten a congregation in Indianapolis to commit some support
to a preacher in Macon. Coincidentally, Donald had got-
ten the church where he worked in Houston to agree to
send some support as well. Everything was fully set in
place when they located a man to move there.

Are You Awake Yet, Lewis?
Sure enough, Cecil had convinced them to hire me —

sight unseen — and he and Don had raised the necessary
support to enable me to go there. And, there I was with my
wife and all our earthly belongings, and I was looking for
a job! It just so happened that I didn’t know I would find a
job in a strange, cold place — preaching!

The same day that I realized why Cecil had insisted that
I visit him in Missouri, he was pressing me for a response
to the church’s invitation to work with them. After all, Cecil
“had to get back to KC that night!” He felt certain he could
wait to leave Macon — long enough to help unload the car
and trailer! I had to decide that day.

So, that day, Thursday, I accepted “the invitation” to
work with the church in Macon, Missouri. I was fully pre-
pared for the challenge. After all, I already had twelve
sermons prepared! I think I had attempted to preach per-
haps 20 times in my entire life. Now, I was a “full-time”
preacher — according to Cecil!

Because we were so young, Frankie and I were excited
when it began to snow on that Saturday afternoon. How-
ever, the next morning we had about twelve inches of snow
on the ground, my “southern” car refused to start, neither
of us could remember the name of a single person in the
church there, and we did not have a phone to call a tow
truck, nor the money to pay him if he came. Certainly call-
ing a cab was out of the question.

So, in my best “summer” suit and a light overcoat, I
started walking to the building. The temperature was in
the teens, and it was only about a mile and a half to the
building. I don’t know if you have ever tried to walk a
mile and a half in twelve inches of snow, but I do not
recommend it. I got to the building, but I was so cold
that I could not even speak to the few people who were
there.

After several minutes standing over the grate of the coal
furnace, I regained my speech enough to ask someone to
go to the trailer and bring Frankie to the building. And,
thus I began my life as a Gospel Preacher, on the first Sun-
day of February 1959 — 40 years ago today!

It hardly seems possible that 40 years have passed since
that day. I have worked full-time during those years, ex-

cept for two years when I supported myself while working
for another small church. (I was co-owner of a telephone
installation company that installed the original long-dis-
tance network for MCI, but I preached and taught all my
regular classes during that time.) It has been an honor to
be supported by God’s people, as I have sought through
the years to preach what Paul called “the unsearchable
riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8).

Today, getting started in preaching is somewhat differ-
ent. For one thing, you can’t raise support from one or two
churches. It usually requires 15-20 other churches to help
with your support, and getting that support is a daunting
task. Many churches now hire young men who are want-
ing to preach, to work in a training program with their
experienced preacher, as the young man learns how to do
this work. That sounds preferable to me, after reflecting
on my experiences through the years of my early efforts to
preach.

A Word To Our Young Men
In closing, let me say a word to our young men. (Will

you see that they read this article?) The world needs doc-
tors, accountants, airline pilots, and computer experts.
However, the world also needs to hear the gospel! We have
some fine young men here at Brown Street who love the
Lord. Already they have worked to develop their skills in
the public functions of the worship. They have made talks
in training classes. Are these young men just waiting on
their parents — or their brethren — to urge them to con-
sider preaching as a career? Parents, there is no calling so
noble as gospel preaching. Your son will make you proud
if you join others in encouraging him to preach the word
(2 Tim. 4:2). Think about! Even after 40 years, I recom-
mend this life to our young men.

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and
wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in
memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed
in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I
also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to
the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again
the third day according to the scriptures (1 Cor. 15:1-4).

What Preaching Christ Does Not Mean
Men are confused on what preaching Christ mean. We

begin by looking at what preaching Christ does not mean:

A sickly, shallow sentimentalism which merely says,

“Has It Been” continued from front page

491 E. Woodsdale, Akron, Ohio 44301

“Preaching  Christ” continued from page 2
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“Come to Jesus! Come to Jesus!” There is a great deal of
this kind of preaching today. It never explains how to come
to Jesus nor explains what it means for one to come to
Jesus. This message conveys practically nothing of the
gospel.

An absence of doctrinal preaching. This is the kind of
preaching that some have in mind when they say: (a) Don’t
preach doctrine; (b) Don’t preach on the church; (c) Don’t
preach on baptism; (d) Don’t preach on instrumental mu-
sic, institutionalism; (e) Don’t preach specifically on the
sins attacking holy living.

What Preaching Christ Means
Having noticed what preaching Christ does not mean,

let us examine what it means to preach Christ.

It means making Christ the center of all our preach-
ing. Whatever doctrines are preached must be preached as
emanating from and authorized by the authority of the risen
Lord. Preaching on things without relating them to the
authority of Christ and one’s relationship to him leaves
one with bare moral codes and theology or philosophy.
Abstract truths cannot save anyone. These are the plati-
tudes preached by many self-help gurus. They may help
us re-focus some things in our lives in a positive way, but
they can never save a soul.

Preaching Christ means preaching the church. A man
once said, “I have attended the meetings there for a week,
and I have heard that preacher preach on the church for a
week, and tomorrow I am going back to hear him preach
Christ.” If men preach on the church as it is revealed in the
New Testament, Christ will be preached.

The church is the “bride of Christ” (see John 3:29; Rev.
21:9; 22:17). In comparing the husband/wife relationship
to Christ and the church, Paul emphasized that the church
is the bride of Christ (Eph. 5:22-32). Christ and his church
are one to such a degree that one who persecutes the church
persecutes Christ (Acts 8:1-4; 9:4). The church is the body
of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23). How can one separate Christ from
his body? The church was purchased by Christ’s blood
(Acts 20:28). To try to preach about the church separated
from the Christ would result in some kind of religious in-
stitution, but without the vitality in it that Christ can give.

Preaching Christ means preaching salvation. Some-
times when men preach the conditions for salvation through
the shed blood of Christ, men accuse them of preaching
salvation by works. When Peter told the people on Pente-
cost what to do to be saved, he was preaching Christ (Acts
2:38). When Philip told the Samaritans how to be added to
the kingdom, he was preaching Christ (Acts 8:12-13). To
preach baptism without connection to Christ would be fool-
ish, misguided, and wrong. We preach baptism: (a) As a

type of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection (Rom. 6:3-
4); (b) As authorized by the authority of Christ (Matt.
28:18); (c) As the means of our coming into fellowship
with Christ (Matt. 28:18-20; Gal. 3:26-27).

Preaching Christ means preaching holiness. In 1
Corinthians, Paul expressed his determination to preach
nothing but Christ and him crucified (1 Cor. 2:1-5). Yet,
his preaching involved a call to repentance (1 Cor. 6:9-11;
5:1-11). When Paul preached to Felix about righteousness,
temperance, and the judgment to come, he was preaching
Christ (Acts 24:25). We preach a holiness that is related to
Christ. We should be holy because God the Father and
Christ are holy (1 Pet. 1:14-16). We should be holy be-
cause our sins grieve the heart of God (Eph. 4:30). We
preach a newness of life that comes because of one’s union
with Christ (Eph. 4:17-22). We preach a holiness that in-
volves dedicating one’s body as a living sacrifice to Christ
(Rom. 12:1-2). Consequently, when we preach on such
things as the following, we are preaching Christ: (a) For-
nication, adultery, lasciviousness; (b) Bitterness, anger,
wrath; (c) Strife, seditions, heresies; (d) Divorce and re-
marriage; (e) Gambling; (f) Drunkenness, revelry.

Preaching the unity of the church. We come into a
common fellowship in the one body of Christ (Eph. 2:16).
If God would not tolerate a Jewish church and a Gentile
church in the first century, we need not think that he will
tolerate the religious divisions that presently exist. When
we preach unity in the one church, we are preaching Christ.
The “one body” is the body of Christ! When we empha-
size to men that the grounds of our unity rest on the
authority of Christ, we are preaching Christ. To the degree
that men preach another gospel, they disturb churches (Gal.
1:6-7). Division comes when men are exalted above Christ
(1 Cor. 4:6). When we exalt Christ and his word as the
grounds of our unity, we are preaching Christ.

Our Teaching Must Be In All Wisdom (Col. 1:27)
There are some things said about how we are to preach

that should be respected.

• It should be done in love (Eph. 4:15).
• It should be done in proportion to how much men are

able to hear (Mark 4:33).
• It should be fitted to the condition of the men who

are taught (1 Thess. 5:14-15).

We recognize the failures of using poor wisdom in the
dissemination of the Christian message. However, one thing
needs to be emphasized: “The truth presented in love does
not have the ability to drive away honest hearted men.”

The Motive of Our Preaching
The purpose of preaching is simple: “that we may

present every man perfect in Christ Jesus” (Col. 1:28).
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Preachers Needed

• Our purpose is not to win a religious argument. We
want to save a soul.

• Our purpose is not to show that I am right.
• Our purpose in not to impose some church established

code of conduct on men.

Keeping our objective in mind is essential for the gos-
pel message coming across in the spirit of love as it is
intended for non-Christians and Christians alike.

Conclusion
Let us always keep Christ the central focus of our preach-

ing. We should not use the adage, “Let’s just preach Christ,”
to excuse ourselves from the plain obligation expressed
by Paul: “For I have not shunned to declare unto you all
the counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). Because Paul had
preached the whole counsel of God, he was able to say,
“Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure
from the blood of all men” (Acts 20:26). So long as we
withhold from men anything they need to hear, we cannot
make the same statement.

6567 Kings Ct., Danville, Indiana 46122
mikewillis1@compuserve.com

Foster, Oklahoma: The Mt. View church of Christ is seek-
ing a full-time preacher. The average attendance is between
35-40. They can provide $1000 a month in support. If inter-
ested, please contact Larry Anderson, 580-432-5407 or
Mike James, 580-657-2428.

Uhrichsville, Ohio: The church of Christ in Uhrichsville is
looking for a full-time preacher. Partial support will be pro-
vided. Sunday morning attendance averages 30-35.
Population in the area in about 7000. If interested, please
contact Roger Rummell at 740-254-4066 or write to the
Church of  Christ, 638 Parrish St., Uhrichsville, OH 44683.

Blackfoot, Idaho: The church at Blackfoot is looking for a
full-time preacher. Partial outside support will be required.
Danny F. Thompson who has been there for 13 years has
decided to give up full-time preaching due to health rea-
sons. He will remain there to assist in any way he can. The
church is small in number, but large in faith, love, and com-
mitment. If you are interested in this work, please contact
Ray Mitchell, 105 N. Prouse, Blackfoot, ID 83221 (208-
785-6653) E-mail: mitchell.rgt@juno.com or Tom Mitchell,
838 W. 100S., Blackfoot, ID 83221 (208-684-4904), E-mail:
tomme@ida.net.

Lebanon, Indiana: The church in Lebanon, Indiana is look-
ing for a full-time preacher. The congregation averages
25-30 members. Lebanon is about 30 miles northwest of
Indianapolis. Partial support will be needed. If interested,
please contact Keith McDaniel, 214 N. Ann St., Lebanon,
IN, 765-482-4370.

Quips
&

Quotes

Larry R. DeVore, P.O.Box 313, Medina OH 44258: Since
my last report, we have had two ladies to be restored, two
families to place membership with us, and one brother
“marked” as unfaithful.  The first Lord’s day in April was our
fifth anniversary of moving into our new meeting house. If
you are traveling through northeast Ohio, stop and wor-
ship with us.

Pews For Sale
The 10th Street church in Columbus, Indiana has 32 solid
white oak, 16' long pews for sale. Twenty-six of them have
the seat and back padded; six of them have only the seat
padded. The padding is in a solid blue color. The pews are
in excellent ocndition. They are asking $25/foot, negotiable.
If interested, contact Bill Grant at home, 812-376-8333, or
at work, 812-377-7715, or E-mail: grantmben@juno.com.

Weldon Warnock Moving to Scottsville, Kentucky
Weldon Warnock has moved to Scottsville, Kentucky to
work with the Gallatin Road congregation. His address is:
87 Ormond Dr., Scottsville, KY 42614, 502-237-9514. He
had been in Beckley, WV for about ten years working with
the Carriage Dr. church. Jeff Belknap will be moving to
Beckley the first of May to work with the church there.

Strict, Conservative Churches Growing
“Strict churches are experiencing the greatest growth, ac-
cording to new reserach by sociology professor William J.
'Beau' Weston of Center College in Danville, Kentucky.
Weston, a ruling elder at Danville Presbyterian Church,
identifies a strict church as one that has a clear, authorita-
tive doctrine, rigorous religious practices, and demanding
membership requirements.

“. . . ‘Liberal churches that work hard to accommodate the
secular world by offering a refined, intellectual, reasonable
faith keep losing people to the even more reasonable plea-
sures of the newspaper, the golf course, and the warm
bed” (Christianity Today, [April 5, 1999], 15).
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“I Will Joy in the God
of My Salvation”

Bill Cavender

For though the fig-tree shall not flourish, neither shall fruit be in the
vines; the labor of the olive tree shall fail, and the fields shall yield no
food; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in
the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salva-
tion. Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength; and he maketh my feet like hinds’
feet, and will make me to walk upon my high places (Hab. 3:17-19, ASV).

Through the years when I have taken time for meditative reading,
study and thinking, I have often read the prophets. Not studying for ser-
mons to preach nor classes to teach nor lessons to prepare, but for my
own edification and increased un-
derstanding of our Father’s will, I
find the prophets to be especially
instructive and edifying.

Reading again some days ago
the book of the prophet Habakkuk
and studying each word, phrase
and sentence, my thoughts were
stirred by the above passages, the
last three verses of this small
book, small in number of verses
but immeasurably lengthy and en-
larged is “food for the soul.”

Habakkuk prophesied in Judah,
contemporary with Jeremiah and
Zephaniah, some six hundred
years before the advent of our Savior. The shadow of death was de-
scending on Judah. The Chaldeans — Babylon — Nebuchadnezzar were
coming to destroy Judah, ravage the land, and take the people captive
into a far away land.

Gloom and the grave were before them, captivity and slavery. Their
doom was sealed. Habakkuk justifies the plans and ways of God to Judah.
In chapter 1:2-11 righteous people ask how can Jehovah allow wicked-
ness to go unpunished, lawlessness seemingly unending. The prophet
tells them that God is raising up the Chaldeans to punish the evildoers.

We have “joy in
the God of my

salvation” for he
has reconciled us

to himself by
Jesus Christ who

died for us.
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EditorialEditorial

“Unto the Angel of
the Church Write”
Mike Willis

So opens each of the seven letters to the churches of Asia in the book
of Revelation. Men have wrestled with the meaning of the phrase which is
somewhat enigmatic. Swete opts for the understanding of “angel” in its
normal sense (The Apocalypse of St. John 22), Summers states that it
means “the elder, the leading pastor, of the church” (Worthy Is The Lamb
108), Caird describes the angels of the seven churches as “no doubt also
the seven planets, pictured as a necklace of glittering jewels hanging from
the hand of the Son of Man” (The Revelation of St. John 25), Hailey
believes “the stars may well represent the inward life or spirit of the con-
gregations addressed by Jesus” (Commentary on Revelation 116),
Dusterdieck says the angel “appears as the living unity of the one organism
of the church, which, as it were, in mass clings to the Lord” (Meyer’s
Commentary on the New Testament 119), “angels representing the com-
munities” (TDNT I:87), and the list could be extended.

A few months ago, I was reading the following interesting observation
by John Lightfoot about the organization of the synagogue. I will reproduce
his original languages:

Besides these there was ‘the public minister of the synagogue,’ who prayed
publicly, and took care about the reading of the law, and sometimes preached,
if there were not some other to discharge this office. This person was called
rwbyc xyl#$, the angel of the church, and tsnkh Nzx, the Chazan or
bishop of the congregation. The Aruch gives the reason of the name: “The
Chazan (saith he) is rwbyc xyl#$, the angel of the church (or the public
minister), and the Targum renders the word h)wr by the word hzwx one
that oversees; tw)rl Kyrc )wh#$ for it is incumbent on him to oversee
how the reader reads, and whom he may call out to read in the law.” The
public minister of the synagogue himself read not the law publicly; but,
every sabbath, he called out seven of the synagogue (on other days, fewer)
whom he judged fit to read. He stood by him that read, with great care
observing that he read nothing either falsely or improperly; and calling him
back and correcting him if he had failed in anything. And hence he was
called Nzx, that is e0pi/skopoj, or overseer. Certainly the signification of the
word bishop, and angel of the church, had been determined with less noise,
if recourse had been made to the proper fountains, and men had not vainly
disputed about the signification of words, taken I know not whence. The
service and worship of the Temple being abolished, as being ceremonial,
God transplanted the worship and public adoration of God used in the
synagogues, which was moral, into the Christian church; to wit, the public
ministry, public prayers, reading God’s word, and preaching, &c. Hence the
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continued next page

Baptism for the
Remission of Sins

Connie W. Adams

R.L. Kilpatrick of Huntsville, Alabama edits a magazine called Ensign
which he says “Advocates the restoration of spiritual freedom in Christ”
and is “further dedicated to the teachings of ‘justification by Faith’ and the
imputed righteousness of God as the basis of our relationship to God. Manu-
scripts to advance these teachings are welcomed.”

There is no doubt that we are justified by faith (Rom. 5:1). Neither is
there any doubt that the sinner is made free from sins. Paul said the Ro-
mans had “obeyed from the heart the form of doctrine which was delivered
you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteous-
ness” (Rom. 6:17-18). God does not impute sin to one whom he has forgiven.
“Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are cov-
ered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin” (Rom.
4:7-8).

The question arises as to what kind of faith saves. Is it inactive or ac-
tive? Is it obedient or disobedient? Throughout the Bible saving faith has
always been obedient faith. Hebrews 11 clearly shows that to be so. Does
God’s grace save conditionally or unconditionally? This has always been
the battleground with denominational preachers.

In Ensign the editor has advocated the inherited depravity of man, has
argued that it is legalistic to preach that there are conditions upon which
God proposes to save the sinner. Now in the March 1999 issue, he has an
editorial entitled “Baptism FOR The Remission of Sins” in which he states,
“Nowhere in scripture is the sinner commanded to be baptized ‘for the
remission of sins.’ It is not a commandment, or an act that can be obeyed
by the sinner. He can only submit and God takes care of the rest.” If the
sinner “submits” is that not an act? Or do we round them up and drag them
kicking and screaming to be baptized? Certainly forgiveness of sins takes
place in the mind of God. But whom does he promise to save?

The statement that “Nowhere in scripture is the sinner commanded to
be baptized ‘for the remission of sins’” flies in the face of several well-
known passages. Let’s start with Acts 2:38. “Then Peter said unto them,
Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins . . .” Eis here is variously translated “for” or “unto” in
translation after translation. God grants the remission of sins to those who
“repent” and are “baptized.” Kilpatrick argues that it does not matter whether
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or not  a sinner understands the purpose of baptism or not.
If he does not need to understand that baptism is “for the
remission of sins” then does he not need to understand that
repentance is also included “for the remission of sins”?

Saul of Tarsus was told to “Arise and be baptized and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts
22:16). This penitent believer was to be baptized for the
same reason as those on Pentecost — to wash away, or
receive remission of sins.

In Mark 16:16 Jesus said, “He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” What “he” shall be saved? Is it not the “he” that
believes and is baptized?

In Acts 10:48 Peter “commanded them to be baptized in
the name of the Lord.” There is no difference between
baptism “in the name of the Lord” and baptism “for the
remission of sins” or baptism to be “saved.”

God’s revelation is addressed to the understanding of
man. “Every one that hath heard and learned of the Father
cometh unto me” (John 6:44-45). Isaiah said, “he will teach
us of his ways and we will walk in his paths” (Isa. 2:2-3).
On Pentecost it was not until they “heard these things”
that they were pricked in their hearts and cried out to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall
we do?” They had come to “know assuredly” certain truths.
“So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word
of God” (Rom. 10:17).

If the sinner does not need to know that baptism is “for”
the remission of sins, does he need to know that the blood
of Christ was shed “for” the remission of sins (Matt. 26:28)?
Same word both times. Kilpatrick says that insistence that
the sinner must understand the purpose of baptism has come
to be a requirement “only in recent times.” The preaching of
the inspired men as reported in the New Testament surely
pre-dates the “recent times” to which R.L. Kilpatrick refers.

Tired of Tradition

Everywhere I go worship is just the same.
Meeting AM and PM wearing the same old name.
Two songs, a prayer, and another song,
For years I’ve just gone along.

All this time following the old tradition,
I’m making a change in the churches’ condition.
At first I’ll mention it to just a few,
To get their pulse and see what they do.

I’ll tell the young my tho’ts and not the old.
Can’t go to too fast, or get too bold.
I know there’ll be problems I can tell,
But eventually I’ll make the sale.

Every service will be different, I can see it now.
With my great wisdom I’ll make a change, and how.
After the order of worship is changed,
I’ll show other things that need rearranged.

Why we could have a chorus and clapping of hands.
We’ve too many dead members sitting in the stands.
We could make our services come alive.
Just think of all the things we can contrive.

Changing of the name will take a little longer.
“Old Timer’s” defense will be loud and stronger.
We’ll just wait till they die or move away,
Then another Victory and we’ll shout “Hooray!”

I can see it now, and no one will recognize
With increase in attendance and our new building’s size.
Surely by the Lord we will have been blessed,
As we entertain ourselves into our heavenly rest.

And so it has been throughout the years.
Such attitudes cost Paul his many tears.
The number of souls lost no one can tell.
We must be watchmen too and save them from hell.

Why make a change just for change’s sake,
And to bind it makes our hearts to ache.
I must be careful not to push my opinion,
And end up in the devil’s dominion.

The Lord commanded “decent and in order,”
We’ve not been accused of being on sins’ border.
So why all the hassle we’d like to know
Confusion and trouble are the seeds you sow.

Why change the name of the church of the Lord?
Are we afraid of people or have we just gotten bored
With the name of the One who saved us from hell?
What started all this it is hard for me to tell?

Old Timers have used expedients our Lord to praise
So that on the Resurrection our souls He will raise
Then we can raise our voices and sing.
Where there will never be a desire to change a thing.

P.O. Box 69, Brooks, Kentucky 40109

Morris Hafley
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to sacrifice their income and error to become a Christian
only and preach the truth of God’s word. Jim McDonald
especially emphasized before they were baptized that there
was no promise of financial support to preach if they obeyed
the gospel. There is an atmosphere of great joy and enthu-
siasm in hearing the word of God in the Philippine islands.

Arrival at Manila and Travel to San Fernando
La Union (1/1-1/5)

After 23 hours of travel, we arrived late Friday night in
Manila, on Luzon, the largest of the Philippine Islands. We
were met at the airport by 25 or 30 brethren who traveled
to welcome us. We were taken to the home of Ben Cruz,
fed dinner and put to bed. I have learned that the brethren
here are very hospitable and friendly. Saturday was spent
getting tickets, making further travel arrangements for the
remainder of the trip, and driving to Angeles City. Sunday
morning, I preached two sermons at Angeles City where
Lordy Salunga labors. Lordy will be publishing a bulletin
“Sword & Shield” which will be sent out to about 600 Fili-
pino preachers. This should be a tremendous asset in helping
to build the work of the Lord in the Philippines. He is 37,
having preached 16 years, has a great zeal, love, and desire
to contend earnestly for the faith and save lost souls. Sun-
day afternoon, we drove up to San Fernando La Union,
where Jim was meeting with three preachers there to help
work out problems. Jim reported that the problems were
resolved as far as he could tell and there seems to be unity
and peace among the brethren there again. On our return
trip, we stopped at Luna (way out in the country) where
Jim preached a short lesson. We stopped again at Angeles
City to pick up Lordy, who would be our traveling compan-
ion for a few weeks, and then returned to Manila.

Cagayan De Oro City (1/6-1/8 )
On Wednesday, January 6, we flew to Cagayan de Oro

City on Mindanao. After a brief rest, we traveled into the

Philippine Report, January 1999
Steven Locklair and Jim McDonald

Acts 14:26-27 — It was a great encouragement for these
churches to hear all that God had done with them. I hope
and pray that this report will be to you also. Jesus said to
his disciples, “Behold I say to you, lift up your eyes, and
look on the fields, that they are white for harvest. Already
he who reaps is receiving wages, and is gathering fruit for
life eternal; that he who sows and he who reaps may re-
joice together. For in this case the saying is true, one sows,
and another reaps. I have not labored; others have labored,
and you have entered into their labor” (John 4:35-38). The
fields are white unto the harvest right now in the Philip-
pines and former denominational preachers who have been
converted are laboring to preach the gospel to every crea-
ture. These brethren are turning the world upside down
just as was done in the first century and some are enduring
persecution (Acts 17:6). Jim McDonald and I were able to
reap what they have sown and God gets the glory. Paul
asked the Thessalonians that the brethren pray for the word
of the Lord to spread rapidly and God be glorified as it had
done with them (2 Thess. 3:1). The gospel is spreading
rapidly and I don’t want to leave any of you out who were
joint participants in the spreading of the gospel through all
of your prayers. Paul mentioned Epaphras, a brother at
Colossae, and he said about him, “Always laboring ear-
nestly for you in his prayers” (Col. 4:12). I know that many
of you have labored earnestly for us in your prayers and
the peace, joy, and love we can have as fellow heirs in the
grace of eternal life as souls are being saved.

As a result of Jim McDonald and myself preaching the
gospel of Christ, I baptized 17 at Cagayan de Oro City
(two denominational preachers) and 19 at General Santos
City (15 denominational preachers) in Mindanao. There
were at least nine others that were baptized at San Carlos
City (six denominational preachers) and in the Manila area
(three the last weekend). Over one-half of the conver-
sions were denominational preachers (23) who were willing

These brethren are turning the world upside down just as was done
in the first century and some are enduring persecution (Acts 17:6).
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mountains to meet with some brethren. It turned out to be
a very scary trip. We rode in a jeepney, and there were
others traveling with us in a smaller jeep. The jeep wrecked
when the steering column locked up and they went in the
ditch (thankfully not over the ledge). It was an exhausting
day. The next day I preached a lesson on “How to Estab-
lish Authority” and after being translated into their language
and a Bible question and answer session, we went to
Mindanao Sea and I baptized 17 there. At least two of
them were denominational preachers. One of them was
81 and a former Methodist preacher and the other was a
65-year-old lady who preached for the Methodists. I feel
compelled to mention another one who was a former com-
mander of the MNLF. This is a Moslem anti-government
group that has killed many people. We had the opportunity
to see the power of the
gospel of Christ working
on an individual’s heart
as he was struggling
with the realization that
God could really forgive
his sins. He had tears of
joy in his obedience to the
gospel. Others from the
Moslem group came to
the gospel meeting also.
Yes, the gospel still is
God’s power to save af-
ter 2,000 years. We left
there on January 8 with
Lordy and several brethren from General Santos City
(Leonardo Maste, Coen Manting, Jerry, Jessy, and
Johnnie Julom). Our travels included an all night ferry
boat ride to Cebu, a drive to Toledo City, and a fast boat to
San Carlos.

San Carlos City in Negros Occidental (1/9-1/12)
At San Carlos City there were over 50 preachers that

attended, many of whom were denominational preachers.
After two days of much preaching, debate, open forums
with Bible questions and answers, there were six preach-
ers from the Baptist church who were baptized into Christ

for the remission of sins. The atmosphere was electrifying
and emotions were very high as we discussed the Scrip-
tures. One Missionary Baptist preacher, who did not obey
when we were there, admitted he had been wrong and
was open to study as he could not meet the arguments
from Scripture. We answered questions about baptism, the
church, the day of Pentecost, tithing, Christmas, indwelling
of the Holy Spirit, and blasphemy of the Spirit. We hope
and pray that those who were converted will have the con-
viction to preach the truth. I copied some sermon materials
that hopefully will be helpful in that regard. We along with
Lordy and Jesse left at 3 A.M. Wednesday morning for
what would be a very long journey to Romblon.

Romblon (1/13/-1/15)
Wednesday was the worst day of the trip as we had

about a 16 hour trip by apex (similar to a taxi-van), jeep,
fastjet boat, pontoon boat, and jeepney on a very bumpy
windy steep dangerous road where we could only go about
10 MPH. The day ended after 16 hours, and we still weren’t
on Romblon, because there wasn’t a boat available at night.
We couldn’t get to the island until the next day at about
9:30 A.M. We could have gone a shorter route straight to
the island, but they were going to charge us $250 (Ameri-
can money) so we couldn’t afford that. It was a grueling
and exhausting journey. We preached in an evangelical
building to about 25 including at least ten male denomina-
tional preachers. There were also many women preachers
there. They were so intent on studying that they took all the

notes down we wrote on the
board and were willing to study
during the day without any
power. They were so zealous
to study God’s word that a gen-
erator was brought in so we
could preach to them. I was
genuinely surprised and en-
couraged by their interest and
agreement. We studied about
eight hours that day with no
A/C, it poured down rain, there
was a dog in the building, the
generator was very loud that
night, and yet they were still

desiring to hear God’s word. On Friday, Jim preached on
the church and I preached on authority. The preacher of
the congregation voiced loud opposition to baptism and that
we had taught on the fact that tithes cannot be bound today
since they were under the Old Law. We had to leave on a
pontoon boat at 1 P.M. and it was getting close to time for
us to leave. We thought that he would sway the entire con-
gregation against us as the Jews had done when people
were listening to the word of God in Acts 13. Jessy Julom
stayed that afternoon. Later, he reported to us that Rolle
(the preacher) had apologized for the way he had acted
and that all the denominational preachers would be bap-
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tized. We hope and pray that they have the conviction to
do that and become a church that belongs to Christ. There
are only four Christians there on the island and they are
very weak. They desired to study more.

General Santos City (1/16-1/21)
From Romblon, we took a pontoon boat to Tablas Is-

land. We then had to travel two hours to get to the airport.
We spent the night and caught our flight to Manila. We
were so excited to be going to General Santos City, be-
cause of the report that multitudes of people were being
baptized in this city and region. We flew from Manila about

5 A.M. and were met at the airport by many brethren,
who carried us to Jessy Julom’s house. Worship services
began at 9:30 A.M.. The week was a very exciting part of
our trip. During the week, there were about 90 plus preach-
ers present. About 50 of them had been converted out of
the denominations in the past year. They are willing to come
hear the gospel and discuss it openly with a good and hon-
est heart. I’m not sure how many denominational preachers
there were. What an exciting day it was to baptize 17 into
Christ on Thursday! Fifteen of them were formerly de-
nominational preachers. There were four Alliance, nine
Baptists, and two Pentecostal preachers. Jim made sure
that they understood that they were not promised any sup-
port to be able to preach but only out of their desire to have

the forgiveness of sins and be only a Christian. In the past
year there have been about 65 denominational preachers
converted. That is spectacular and hard to believe but we
saw the evidence of their hunger and desire for righteous-
ness during the week.

Many more have been converted because of a failed
prophecy by the head of the Jesus Miracle crusade. Jose
De Venecia predicted that a certain candidate for the presi-
dency in the Philippines would definitely be elected and if
he was not, then they could shoot him. It didn’t come true,
so one of his assistants named Benjamin Asas and 100
other congregations withdrew support from him. Benjamin
was baptized into Christ a few weeks before we went to
General Santos City and he was there the whole week that
we were lecturing there. He was influenced for the truth
by Leonardo Maste and his father-in-law who is a Chris-
tian. It has been reported that he has baptized about 1,200
people after teaching the truth to those under his influence
as of early March and there should be many more. He
plans to go soon to Surigao (northernmost city in Mindanao)
to set up Bible lectures with denominational preachers there.
As far as we know there isn’t a church of Christ in that
whole northeastern region of Mindanao. There is other talk
about going into other areas like the islands of Masbate,
Leyte, and Cebu. Paul wrote to the Thessalonian brethren
and said, “Pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread
rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you” (2 Thess.
3:1). These brethren and many others are using their influ-
ence in the denominations to spread the gospel. Please pray
that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly through these
fertile areas. Many in the Philippines receive no financial
support to preach the gospel and one of the great burdens
in going over there is that many of them personally ask for
support.

Taipei, Taiwan (1/23-1/25)
From General Santos City we flew back to Manila and

then up to Taipei, Taiwan. Jim McDonald had received in-
formation that there was an opening door in Taiwan as a
Christian had moved there, and we went there to try to
locate others we had addresses for. Jerry Toreja has been
studying with about a dozen different people from the de-
nominations. Currently, Jerry is the only Christian in the
immediate area. He has been inviting some of his other
friends to meet in his apartment for worship on Sundays.
On Sunday, Jim had the opportunity to preach the gospel to
five non-Christians who came to his apartment. On Mon-
day night, they have a group Bible study meeting at a
Presbyterian building which we were invited to. They nor-
mally just give their personal testimony as to what God was
doing in their lives but didn’t really study the Bible. We
didn’t know what to expect when we got there. Albert
Schweitzer, who had heard the gospel the day before and
was impressed with Jim’s knowledge of the Scriptures had
asked him to speak. Jim spoke on the new birth from John
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3. In the Bible question and answer period there was a lot
of discussion. They made many excuses for those who
have never heard the gospel after they saw the force of
the Scriptural arguments for baptism. I had them go to 2
Thessalonians 1:7-8 which shows that those who don’t
know God and don’t obey the gospel will suffer eternal
damnation. We told them that was why we had made the
trip — to preach to everyone. They were also stunned by
Jim’s answers to the questions about the “thief on the cross”
which is a universal question. You could tell that they were
stunned and had never heard this kind of teaching. They
were thinking deeply about the subjects mentioned and
desired to study more another time. Jerry doesn’t have the
capability of preaching but seems to be a good personal
worker. We were unable to locate the other Christians, and
contacted Virgil Bocarile to see if he had more accurate
information. We returned to Manila on Tuesday and de-
parted for Zamboanga City on Wednesday.

Zamboanga City (1/27-1/29)
By the time we got to Zamboanga City, we were ex-

hausted and ready to come home. We were thankful that
we didn’t have the confrontations that we faced at San
Carlos and General Santos City. There were about 50
present there. Jim cut short our time here because of Mos-
lem rebels who were active in that region.

Manila (Our last days in the Philippines)
We flew into Manila and stayed our last weekend with

Ben and Delores Cruz, who have done so much for the
kingdom of God in the Philippines. He is the main contact
for American preachers going over there and is very hos-
pitable. All of his three sons and four sons-in-law preach.
Not all are full-time, but they are all capable. We had been

scheduled to preach on a radio program. He told us Friday
night that the broadcast would reach possibly millions of
listeners and would cover about one-half the Philippine is-
lands. It was hard to believe but another American preacher
who was in Palawan (about 500 miles away) was able to
hear it. I received much encouragement from brethren who
heard the program. After we were finished, there were
questions about instrumental music, the thief on the cross,
denominational baptism, and how is a man to be baptized.
One congregation, which Jim and I had the opportunity to
preach at the next day, was started because of the radio
program. That last Sunday, we began preaching at 7 A.M.
and preached at four different congregations. We ended
our day about 8 P.M. We flew back to the States on Mon-
day and got back on Tuesday, February 2.

Jim McDonald and I are requesting that faithful breth-
ren consider going and spending ten days or two weeks to
edify and strengthen these new preachers. It will do a tre-
mendous amount of good for the brethren and will help
equip them to teach others effectively the gospel of Christ.
If you are interested in going or helping to support faithful
gospel preachers over there, please e-mail or write to me
or Jim McDonald concerning them. We will be happy to
supply you background information. Many of the preach-
ers and their families live on $300-400/month, so even $50/
month would mean a lot to them. Please keep the Filipino
brethren in your prayers.

Steve Locklair, 17815 Nolan Trace, Leesville, Louisiana 71446
locklair@beau.lib.laus

Jim McDonald, P.O. Box 155032, Lufkin, Texas 75915
JimMc@juno.com

The Chronological Life Of Christ
by Mark Moore

Using the Thomas and Gundry NIV Harmony (all four Gospels overlaid to read as one)
these 2 volumes provide an in-depth study of the life of Christ. Paper.

Vol. 1: From Glory to Galilee — $19.99

Vol. 2: From Galilee to Glory — $19.99
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Lord to make “bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy
neck” (Jer. 27:2). Jeremiah’s wearing of this contraption
was to symbolize that Judah and neighboring nations would
be taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon.
Hananiah took the yoke from off Jeremiah’s neck and broke
it, predicting that the yoke of Babylon would be broken, but
Hananiah prophesied falsely (Jer. 28:1-17). God said through
Jeremiah, “I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all
these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon; and they shall serve him . . .”

Peter referred to the law of Moses as “a yoke . . . which
neither our fathers nor we were able to bear” (Acts 15:
10). Paul called it “the yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1).

In the great invitation, Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-
30).

The “yoke” of which Jesus spoke is the obedient ser-
vice which he demands. The Jews were burdened with
tithing, animal sacrifices, feast days, fleshly circumcision,
holy days, trips to Jerusalem, and endless ceremonies. To
all of this they had added cumbersome human traditions.
Then there was the tremendously heavy burden of sin. Their
animal offerings could not take away their sins and give
them clean consciences (Heb. 9:11-14; 10:1-4). Jesus of-
fered rest from all such heavy burdens.

The Master explained, “For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.” He demands no unreasonable thing of us.
Indeed, as the apostle John put it, “For this is the love of
God, that we keep his commandments: and his command-

“Take My Yoke”
Irvin Himmel

In Bible times plowing was done with oxen yoked to-
gether in pairs. Archaeologists have discovered yokes of
many different kinds that were used in the distant past, but
the common yoke was a heavy pole, shaped to fit over the
neck with curved pieces of wood around the neck fas-
tened to the pole. The front of the plow was hooked to the
center of the pole. This rather simple device enabled the
oxen to pull the plow by pushing against the yoke.

The yoke already was commonly used when the law of
Moses was given. In one of the purification rites, the Isra-
elites were commanded to bring “a red heifer without spot,
wherein is no blemish, and upon which never came yoke”
(Num. 19:2).

Frequently, the Bible uses the word “yoke” in a figura-
tive sense to denote burdens, hardships, and oppressions.
For example, Jehovah told Israel that he brought them out
of the land of Egypt, “and I have broken the bands of your
yoke, and made you go upright” (Lev. 26:13).

In warning of the awful curses that would result from
disobedience after their entrance into the land of promise,
Moses said, “and he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck,
until he have destroyed thee” (Deut. 28:48).

Following the death of Solomon, when Rehoboam was
petitioned to reduce the “heavy yoke” which his father had
put upon the people, the heir to the throne answered roughly,
“My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your
yoke: my father chastised you with whips, but I will chas-
tise you with scorpions” (1 Kings 12:4, 13-14). This sparked
the revolt of the ten tribes against the rule of the house of
David.

The prophet Jeremiah, at one period during the rapid
decline of the kingdom of Judah, was commanded of the continued bottom of next page

The way of transgressors is hard (Prov. 13:15). The burden of sin is terrible.
The service which Jesus demands brings rest to the soul and joy to the heart.
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ments are not grievous” (1 John 5:3). Christ’s yoke is borne
in love. It is not forced upon us. “We love him, because he
first loved us” (1 John 4:19). His yoke is easy by way of
comparison. The way of transgressors is hard (Prov. 13:15).
The burden of sin is terrible. The service which Jesus de-
mands brings rest to the soul and joy to the heart.

2820 Hunterwood Dr., S.E., Decatur, Alabama 35603-5638

In each step of their development, children are to be
instructed, taught in the ways of the Lord. In Deutronomy
11:18- 20, we read, ‘Therefore shall ye lay up these words
in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign
upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your
eyes. And teach them your children, speaking of them when
thou sittest in thine house and when thou walkest by the
way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And
thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house,
and upon thy gates.” In the New Testament the Apostle
Paul made the very same point when he instructed the
Ephesians in Ephesians 6:4, “And, ye fathers, provoke not
your children to wrath; but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.”

Instructing our children in the ways of the Lord involves
many things. They must be taught about God, prayerfully
brought to a belief in him. They must be taught of the won-
derful things of his creation and the way that he blesses us
every day of our lives. Children must be taught to worship
God and to live the moral life that he has decreed to be
right and proper. Children must be taught to be good citi-
zens and to be in subjection to the government under which
they live, and they must be taught to work.

Parents have the responsibility given to them by God,
and they owe it to their children, to teach them to work.
Young people need to be taught that work is not a punish-
ment, but that man was created to work. Indeed, work is
essential to the happiness of man, it is part of the way that
God created us. In Genesis 2:15, before any sin had been
committed, we find, “The Lord God took the man, and put
him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.” In a
wonderful and perfect state God gave man work to do.

The great man of wisdom, Solomon, had a lot to say
about work and the vital place it plays in the happiness and
fulfillment of man. In Proverbs 10:4-5, we find, “He

Let’s Consider Together
Greg Litmer

God has gone to great lengths in his Word to assure the
proper rearing of children. The first thing to be noted is that
God views children as a great blessing to their parents. In
Psalm 127:3-5, we read, “Lo, children are an heritage of
the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As ar-
rows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are the children
of the youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of
them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with
the enemies in the gate.”

The second thing to mention is that children are to be
loved. In Paul’s letter to Titus, in chapter 2:4, we find that
the older women were to teach the young women “to be
sober, to love their husbands, to love their children.”

Children are to be provided for. 1 Timothy 5:8, informs
us, “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for
those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is
worse than an infidel.”

Children are to be corrected when necessary. Solomon
wrote in Proverbs 22:15, “Foolishness is bound in the heart
of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from
him.” And in Proverbs 13:24, we find, “He that spareth his
rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him
betimes.”

The most important lesson that we are to teach our children is that God
comes first; not school, not recreation, and not a job.
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becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand
of the diligent maketh rich. He that gathereth in summer is
a wise son.” Proverbs 13:4, says, “The soul of the sluggard
desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall
be made fat.” In the same chapter, verse 11 tells us, “He
that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread.” Solomon
wrote, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest” (Eccl. 9:10).  “In
the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not
thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, ei-
ther this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good”
(Eccl. 11:6).

In the New Testament, the principle remains the same.
Paul instructed us in Ephesians 4:28, “Let him that stole
steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his
hands that thing which is good, that he may have to give to
him that needeth.” 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, makes the point
so clearly in this way, “Study to be quiet, and to do your
own business, and to work with your own hands, as we
commanded you; that ye may walk honestly toward them
that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing.”
Finally, let us read 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 where Paul
wrote, “For even when we were with you, this we com-
manded you, that if any would not work, neither shall he
eat. For we hear that there are some which walk among
you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. Now
them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord
Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their
own bread.”

The point is well taken. Part of teaching our children the
way of the Lord is to teach them the need to work. It is a
good thing for your people to be given tasks to perform in
the home while they are little. In this way the foundation is
laid. A parent who never requires any work of his chil-
dren while they are growing up in the home has not
done those children any favors. In fact, he may have
taken a step in raising a lazy child who will grow up to be a
lazy adult.

As the child grows and reaches the age where he can
legally obtain a job, it is a good thing for them to do so.
They learn responsibility, the value of a dollar, and the pride
of doing a job well. It certainly makes you proud as a par-
ent to see your child go out and get his first job and the
parents are usually as thrilled as the child when he gets
that first pay check. Haven’t we all smiled as well when
we had to explain to our child who FICA was and why
they took all of that money?

However, brethren, in all of this there is something that
we need to give careful consideration too. The most im-
portant lesson that we are to teach our children is that God
comes first; not school, not recreation, and not a job.

I have been preaching now for over 22 years and have
tried to be as observant as I could be during that time. It
has been my observation that when children were allowed
to take a job that caused them to miss services on a regular
basis, nothing good ever came out of it. The teenage years
are often the time when a child is struggling with some
major issues, and where God fits into their life is one of
them. I truly believe, parents, that we need to help them
understand that of all there is in this world to enjoy and
appreciate, God is the only One who gives it all meaning.
What good are the things that money can buy without God?
What good is the satisfaction that comes from doing a job
if that job has required God to take a back seat? Being at
services, being with Christians, studying God’s Word and
just plain being in the godly environment, is more important
than any secular job. I personally believe that that is true
for adults, and I know that it is true for young people.

I know from experience that a child can find a job that
does not require him to miss services. I know as well from
experience that many employers are actually happy to give
a young person the time off on Wednesday evenings and
Sundays to attend services. Many of them are pleased to
have young people who attend worship services working
for them because those kind of children usually have a cer-
tain moral standard they live by. I also know from experience
that an employer who will not do that is not worth working
for in the first place.

There are so many fine young people in the Lord’s
church! It is my prayer that they will grow to be the finest
examples of godly adults possible. Even as young people, I
pray that they will be “an example of the believers, in word,
in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, it purity” (1
Tim. 4:12). It is tough to make the right decision as we
raise these precious gifts from God. But there is one thing
that I absolutely know for certain — if we teach our chil-
dren that God comes first above all else and that nothing
can take his place, it will turn out O.K.
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Corinthian Church that they “. . . were inferior to other
churches” (2 Cor. 12:13) because he had not taken wages
from them while preaching the gospel. I know some
churches that will put all of their funds into a meeting-house
and not have enough money left to support a preacher, but
will let other churches support their preacher. A failure to
pay their preacher makes them, Paul said, inferior! You
don’t want to be a member of an inferior church, do you?
Then, get to supporting your own preacher. I have been in
meetings with churches whose attendance runs 75 or more
and their preacher is getting outside support. One religious
body operates on the premise that every ten families can
support a full-time preacher. What’s our problem? Some-
body is simply not giving as they should (1 Cor. 16:2; Acts
20:35; Luke 6:38).

5. Forgive Me This Wrong. Paul asked the Corinthian
Church to “forgive me this wrong” (2 Cor. 12:13). It is
wrong for a church not to pay a man for preaching and it is
wrong for the preacher not to take pay for preaching. Why
is it wrong? First, the Holy Spirit said it was wrong. A
failure for the preacher to take pay from a church for
preaching makes for a lazy, indifferent church. They have
no motive to give.

Forgive Me This Wrong
Johnie Edwards

Do you recall something the apostle Paul apologized for?
In writing the Corinthians, Paul penned, “For what is it
wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except it be
that I myself was not burdensome to you? Forgive me this
wrong” (2 Cor. 12:13).

1. Our Preacher Takes No Pay. I heard a man say
recently, “Our preacher will not take any pay for preach-
ing, for he thinks it’s not right.” My friend, it’s not good for
churches, for a preacher not to take pay! The Bible teaches
that Paul took wages from churches. “I robbed other
churches, taking wages of them, to do you service” (2 Cor.
11:8). When men teach that it is wrong for a preacher to be
paid a stipulated wage, they are binding where God has not
bound! The word “wage” in this passage is the same word
used in Roman 6:23, where it is said, “For the wages of sin
is death.” Are the wages of sin fixed?

2. Preachers Should Live of the Gospel. Those who
think it wrong to pay preachers ought to read 1 Corinthians
9:14, “Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which
preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” This has no
reference to the fact that a preacher should live by the
teachings of the gospel, but that he can be supported by
such work.

3. Laborers Are Worthy of Their Reward. As Paul
writes about supporting elders, “. . . who labor in the word
and doctrine” (1 Tim. 5:18). He wrote, “For the scripture
saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the
corn. And, the labourer is worthy of his reward” (1 Tim.
5:18). Surely the farmer would not object to feeding his ox
corn that he works to tread out. Neither should churches
refuse to pay for the labor done in the Lord’s vineyard!

4. Non-Paying Churches Are Inferior. Paul told the
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“Attitude Toward Preaching” Series

“How Beautiful Are the Feet”
(Romans 10:15)

“How beautiful are the feet of those
who preach the gospel of peace, who
bring glad tidings of good things.”

Previous articles by this writer ap-
pearing under the broad heading of
“Attitudes Toward Preaching” have
identified problematic areas which
hinder the spread of the gospel. When
men who preach have bad attitudes,
those mind-sets invariably interfere with
the free dissemination of truth. The
“earthen vessels” (2 Cor. 4:7) which
carry the precious message of the cross
can certainly detract from its message.
Whether accidental or intentional, hu-
man weaknesses mask the beauty of
the story of Jesus. It should be the goal
of every minister of the gospel to “hide
behind the cross of Christ” and “evan-
gel” (proclaim) Jesus and not himself.

In the rhetoric which often sur-
rounds the work of gospel preaching,
we sometimes lose sight of the sig-
nificance of what we do. God did not
entrust the gospel to angels, to super-
natural beings, to higher life forms
without foibles and feet of clay. In-
deed, he entrusted the gospel to men.
As an objective fact, this is rather as-
tounding. The message of salvation is
in feeble human hands! While realiz-
ing that the truth of the gospel is an
inspired message and that God’s prom-
ise assures us that “my words shall
by no means pass away” (Matt. 24:
35), we yet must realize that the “go”

of the gospel is man’s responsibility.
This knowledge is at once both hum-
bling and gratifying.

The “Gift” of Preaching
Among the gifts which Jesus gave

when he ascended on high (Eph. 4:7-
11) was that of “evangelists, pastors
and teachers.” The companion gifts
of “apostles and prophets” were sin-
gular works of the first century,
restricted to those of that “office”
(Acts 1:20) and their fulfilled work
continues with us today in the body of
revealed truth (2 Tim. 3:16-17). How-
ever, the work of evangelism (whether
by evangelists, pastors or teachers)
continues in every age. Paul’s instruc-
tion to Timothy to “do the work of
an evangelist” (2 Tim. 4:5) includes
this advice: “And the things that you
have heard from me among many wit-
nesses, commit these to faithful men
who will be able to teach others also”
(2:2). This implies the need for “faithful
men” in succeeding generations be-
yond that of the apostles to evangelize.

The evangelist (Gk: euangelistes)
is “lit, a messenger of good (eu, well,
angelos, a messenger), denotes a
preacher of the gospel, Acts 21:8;
Eph. 4:11 which makes clear the
distinctiveness of the function in the
churches, 2 Tim. 4:5” (Vine 44).
Though some have attempted to make
an arbitrary distinction between
“preaching” and “teaching” (gospel

God did not entrust
     the gospel to
     angels, to super-

natural beings, to higher
life forms without
foibles and feet of clay.
Indeed, he entrusted the
gospel to men. As an
objective fact, this is
rather astounding. The
message of salvation is
in feeble human hands!

Tom M. Roberts
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and doctrine) as the means of “com-
mitting these to faithful men,” the Bible
makes no distinction between the func-
tions of preaching and teaching.
Jewish leaders threatened the apostles
and “commanded them not to speak
at all nor teach in the name of
Jesus” (Acts 4:18). Unmoved by
these threats, the apostles continue to
“preach” the doctrine of Christ and
“teach” the good news to the lost.

Every generation needs men com-
mitted to telling the story of the cross
to those lost in sin. It is a singular honor
to preach “publicly and from house
to house” (Acts 20:20). No greater
need exists, no greater challenge is
before us, no greater fulfillment awaits
than that of being a simple preacher
of the gospel. Only those who fail to
appreciate the honor of the work in-
sist on adding titles of prestige and
hierarchy: reverend, doctor, Ph. D. Let
us never be ashamed of being simply
a preacher. If one is a preacher of the
gospel, the reflective honor of the
Master is sufficient to the laborer.

The Work of Preaching
Ordained by God

The text of this article (quoted at
the start) is Romans 10:15: “How
beautiful are the feet of those who
preach the gospel, who publish glad
tidings of good things.” It should be
understood that Paul was recalling a
passage from Isaiah 52:7-8 which
prophesied the work of evangelism
and is so applied in Romans 10. The
“watchman” that publishes the good
tidings, the “voice” that proclaims sal-
vation is the evangelist of the gospel.
“For ‘whosoever calls upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved.’ How then
shall they call on Him in whom they
have not believed? And how shall they
believe in Him of whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear with-
out a preacher?” (vv. 13-14). The
gospel of Christ is a “sent” message
(v. 15), having its origin with God and
commissioned to the world. To fulfill
its purpose the “sent” message must
reach those to whom it is sent, the lost.
But “How shall they hear without a

preacher?” “So then faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the word
of God” (v. 17). Clearly, both Isaiah
and Paul (by inspiration of the Holy
Spirit) taught that God expected those
who preach to be “watchmen” and
“evangelists” in warning that souls are
in danger and how they may be saved.
The criticism that some have raised
about Watchman Magazine being an
abuse of terminology restricted to the
prophetic office is unjustified. Romans
10 and Isaiah 52 specifically include
evangelists as among those who are
watchmen.

“How Beautiful Are the
Feet . . .”

There is little mystery in the use of
“feet” as the beautiful part of those
servants who preach. While feet are
not considered body parts of physical
beauty, feet are the instruments of
travel and it is God’s intent that evan-
gelists “go” with the message. This
does not necessitate a circuit riding,
non-located preacher as some have
mistakenly insisted. The ancient “town
crier” who “cried out” the news
wanted to reach as many people as
possible whether in one locality or in
many. Paul traveled on three journeys
which covered many miles and many
cities, but he also remained in Ephesus
for over three years. In each instance,
whether located or on the move, he
evangelized.

Please note that God chose lowly
feet as the proper analogy for evan-
gelists. He did not select the brain
(human wisdom), hands (ingenuity),
tongue (oratory), or physical beauty,
but feet. Surely, the message is clear.
The man must not obscure the mes-
sage! Herein lies the difference
between human and divine wisdom.
The gospel elevates God through
Christ; philosophy elevates the phi-
losopher. The Holy Spirit tells us of
the cross as central to salvation and
the messenger is incidental. Though
Paul’s life is described in bold relief
as an apostle chosen out of due sea-
son, Paul himself realized that he must
“count all things loss” for Christ.

“Indeed, I also count all things loss for
the excellence of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things, and
count them as rubbish, that I may gain
Christ” (Phil. 3:7-8). Paul was willing
to be a “foot” soldier for Jesus Christ.

The Feet of the Evangelist Are
Beautiful Because:

They bring light into darkness.
Let us not lose sight of how desper-
ately those in darkness need the Light.
“God is light and in Him there is no
darkness at all. . . . if we walk in the
light as He is in the light, we have fel-
lowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses
us from all sin” (1 John 1:5-7). “Do all
things without murmuring and disput-
ing, that you may become blameless
and harmless, children of God without
fault in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, among whom you
shine as lights in the word, holding fast
the word of life” (Phil. 2:14-16). Jesus
is the true Light, as Isaiah spoke: “The
people who sat in darkness saw a
great light, and upon those who sat in
the region and shadow of death, Light
has dawned” (as quoted in Matt. 4:16).
As our feet are used to spread the
gospel, darkness is expelled and Light
shines in dark places, illuminating
hearts with its heavenly message.

They utilize the “dynamite” of
the gospel. Paul said: “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it
is the power of God unto salvation
. . .” (Rom. 1:16). Whether seen as
dynamite or a dynamo, the gospel con-
tains the power needed to overthrow
Satan. Apart from the gospel, men are
impotent and ineffective. The useless-
ness of the philosophers in Athens to
understand their lostness or what to
do about it was brought out by Paul
when he preached to them of the res-
urrected Savior (Acts 17). They
worshiped multitudes of idols but none
of them, individually or collectively,
could describe sin, its cause or its cure.
In Paul’s own case, he knew that he
was in Corinth “in weakness, in fear,
and in much trembling. And my speech
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and my preaching were not with persuasive words of hu-
man wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in
the power of God” (1 Cor. 2:3-5). The message he preached
was “not carnal, but mighty in God for pulling down strong-
holds, casting down arguments and every high thing that
exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor.
10:4-5). How weak we are; how strong is the gospel. Trust-
ing in our own power, we are doomed to failure. But when
we use the gospel, Satan suffers sure defeat.

They bring unity to a divided world. The condition
of mankind apart from Christ and outside the one body is
division, hatred and enmity. In the first century, men were
separated from God by sin and from one another by racial
hatred. Segregation of Jew and Gentile was strictly en-
forced and no mediation on earth could alter either sin’s
separation from God or racial apartness. “But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far off have been made near by
the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has
made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of
division between us, having abolished in His flesh the en-
mity, that is, the law of commandments contained in
ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from
the two, thus making peace, and that He might reconcile
them both to God in one body though the cross, thereby
putting to death the enmity. And he came and preached
peace to you who were afar off and to those who were
near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit
to the Father” (Eph. 2:13-18). As we preach the gospel,
men and women come into the unity of the “one body”
(Eph. 4:4-5). No other relationship on earth can create and
maintain the fellowship between God and people of all tribes,
tongues and nations as can the gospel of Christ which we
preach. It is in this fashion that we become “peacemak-
ers” (Matt. 5:9).

They proclaim salvation. Paul spoke of the “law of
sin and death” which could not be overcome by “the law”
(of Moses). Only by the “law of the spirit of life in Christ
Jesus” can sin and death be overthrown (Rom. 8:1ff). This
“law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus” is none other than
the gospel. All men have “sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). The wages of sin is death
(6:23). But the message of the cross is that of mercy, grace,
atonement and reconciliation. “Spread the tidings ‘round,
wherever man is found. Jesus saves! Jesus saves!” We
must never forget the centrality of our work to forgiveness
of sins.

It seems that in the heat of controversy, we often forget
the purpose of preaching. When some try to bend the law
of God to include in our fellowship the guilty fornicator who
remarries, opposition breaks out (as it should). But often,
lost in the shuffle is the soul that is living in adultery. That

person seems to be insignificant as compared with our battle,
which takes on a life of its own. Because of the error that
some teach, the guilty are given false hope. Fellowship is
extended by some and denied by others. In the ensuing
confusion, the sinner is unable to comprehend the clear
message of Jesus (Matt. 5; 19) and preaching is defeated.
The salvation that might be theirs is obscured by the babel
of conflicting voices. Surely, God intends truth to be spo-
ken in a unified voice (John 17:20-21). The feet of preachers
are beautiful only when they walk in the right direction,
deliver a single message and encourage faithfulness to God.

There is no room for jealousy and infighting among those
who preach the gospel. It is possible for us to forget that
the world is still lost and to spend our time carping and
criticizing the efforts of fellow preachers. We can see how
wrong the apostles were when they argued among them-
selves as to who should be “the greatest.” By now (nearly
2000 years later) we should have learned that “he who
would be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven will be
the servant of all” (Mark 9:34). There is room in the king-
dom of God for different styles of preaching, different
methods that fit different size “feet.” I am afraid that our
problem is not with big feet but with big heads: egotism.

If error is being taught, this should be exposed, even
(perhaps especially) among preachers. It is not a sign of
jealousy to question one who teaches false doctrine. De-
nominational preachers are not gospel preachers and should
be marked as the false teachers they are. But gospel
preachers who become a minion of Satan through espous-
ing error should not be allowed to parade under false
pretenses. One is a gospel preacher because he preaches
the gospel. When he begins to teach error, he ceases to be
a gospel preacher. Our generation has its share of those
who fly the false banner of being a gospel preacher when
they preach anything but the truth. When exposed, they
claim “misrepresentation,” “jealousy,” “lack of integrity,”
or make a personal attack on those who expose them. But
let us not be misled by such charges. It is not wrong or
sinful to expose imposters, compromisers, or pseudo-
preachers. Such betray the gospel message and the Master
who gave it. Such men are not worthy of wearing the name
of “evangelist.”

The Honor of Being An Evangelist
While issuing a disclaimer against human pride, let me

speak of the honor of being a preacher. The office (work)
of evangelist is a singular and esteemed place. True, his
glory is reflective of the high and holy message that is
preached and not inherent within the person himself. But a
gospel preacher is a person of importance. His work is
significant. He is God’s messenger to the lost with the words
of salvation. He can affect the eternal destiny of those
who hear him speak. His words can point to heaven and
lead one away from the punishment of hell. As a compan-
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ion to other preachers, he is in the company of those who
are in the forefront of the battle against the kingdom of
darkness (Col. 1:13). He is a friend and upholder to other
workers in the kingdom, those who are elders, teachers
and faithful Christians.

A gospel preacher has a “ministry” (2 Tim. 4:2, 5) though
he is not God’s only minister. There are works peculiar to
his ministry that are not true of others in the church. He
should give himself wholly to his ministry (1 Tim. 4:15).
God has decreed that “the laborer is worthy of his hire”
(Luke 10:7) and that those who “preach the gospel should
live of it” (1 Cor. 9:14) Though some will abuse this sup-
port from the church, no man has ever become wealthy by
preaching. He must be willing to preach even when finan-
cial support is absent, otherwise he is a hireling (John
10:12-13) and not worthy of his calling.

The ministry of preaching, by its essence, revolves around
the word of God. Paul’s instruction to Timothy (2 letters)
and Titus are the “job description” of a preacher. He is to
be at home in the Scriptures, read them, meditate on them,
then teach them. “Till I come, give attention to reading, to
exhortation, to doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:13). His obligation for
what he preaches is to God and not to the church. “Preach
the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Con-
vince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching”
(2 Tim. 4:2). While some brethren think they can dictate
what a preacher is to preach because they pay his salary,
they need to learn that they can decide whether or not to
support a man but they have no right to determine his mes-
sage. This is already laid out by the Holy Spirit and the
hireling can be told what to preach but not a gospel preacher.
(This relationship between the supporting church and the
supported preacher can be abused in both directions. A
church might try to control what is preached. A preacher
might take advantage of brethren’s funds. But abuses do
not negate the proper role of either churches or preachers.
A proper balance exists when brethren are willing to support
a man to preach the gospel and he is faithful to the Lord.)

A preacher must speak the gospel with authority, not
asking permission for his message. “These things command
and teach” (1 Tim. 4:11). There is no conflict between an
eldership and a gospel preacher. Peter was at the same
time an elder, an apostle, and a preacher. Thus, an elder-
ship does not dictate the preacher’s message any more
than the whole church. A good relationship between an
eldership and a preacher exists when those who “shep-
herd the flock” (Acts 20:28) have the same interests in
the spiritual welfare of the members as does the evange-
list. A preacher does not violate the authority of elders
when he speaks authoritatively about the gospel. In fact,
the work of preachers and elders complement and support
the work of one another. Peter was able to be both a
preacher and an elder because of the close affinity of the

work of each, not in spite of it.

A preacher must be committed to his work because there
are times that try one’s soul. Preachers have enemies within
the church as well as without. Some people see the preacher
as fair game for an outlet of their sour disposition. Others
resent the truth and will try to destroy those who teach it.
Some will mistreat the family of the preacher, knowing it
will hurt the preacher. The ill treatment towards prophets
recorded in the Scriptures is still afforded preachers. Not
many have been killed (as Stephen was) but “dirty tricks”
are not limited to politics in our time. Preachers have been
fired without notice, hounded personally, derided even while
in the pulpit and humiliated without mercy. However un-
called for this kind of treatment is, a preacher must be
prepared to deal with it. Thankfully, such malcontents are
in the minority and good people more than make up for the
bad times, but persecution is a fact of life and must be
considered as one of the tests for his spirit.

During the difficult times, a preacher might question,
“What am I doing here?” When money is scarce, when
your family is under attack, when truth is “out of season,”
and when a brother is making life torturous, a preacher
might think of secular work as a welcome relief. But let me
tell you what keeps a preacher in the work.

A preacher continues in his work of ministry because he
has made a commitment to God that is not true only when
the going is easy. A preacher continues because of his love
for truth — for the satisfaction that comes when the op-
portunity to preach is presented — for the joy of seeing lost
souls obey the gospel — for the gratification of watching a
babe in Christ develop into maturity — for the association
with fellow Christians in the local church and in other areas
where he has opportunity to preach — for a handshake
and an occasional appreciation expressed by the brethren
— for the sheer joy of preaching — for the spiritual life
that is required — for the time it permits to study the Scrip-
tures — for being part of a ministry that permits me to be a
fellow-worker with Paul, Peter, Timothy, Titus, Apollos, and
thousands of unnamed preachers known only to God —
for the opportunity to “contend” for the faith (Jude 3)
against those who abuse it — for the honor of being yoked
together with Christ in a fight against Satan. There are thou-
sands of little reasons why one would be a preacher, daily
reminders of a ministry that is a life-long calling.

How sad to remember the words of a young man at
college who, unable to select a major for his education or to
find an occupation that suited him, finally said, “Well, if I
can’t do anything else, I guess I can always preach.” What
woeful ignorance! That young man, as well as too many
others, think of preaching as a cushy, three-hour a week
job that brings prestige simply by being in a pulpit. One
might ask Stephen what he thought about the prestige of
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preaching and how cushy the bed of rocks it brought to him.

“How beautiful are the feet” as it relates to preachers
is an apt description. It has a singular honor attached to it,
but only among those who are willing to sacrifice a life of
self and become a “fool for God.” There will be little honor
in this life for those willing to wear out their shoes and
blister their feet as they go, preaching the word. If that is
too great a sacrifice, you would not make a faithful preacher
anyway.

The next time you look in a mirror and arrange your hair,
etc., trying to enhance what little physical beauty you have,

sit down and look at your feet. No one brags on these “less
comely” parts of the body (1 Cor. 12:21-24). But God chose
this exact analogy to describe gospel preaching in order to
eliminate human pride and philosophy from the consider-
ation of those who would preach (1 Cor. 28-29).

The next time you think of preachers and preaching,
think of feet. It will do us all good to remember what God
thinks of when he thinks about the work of preaching.

2612 S. Meadow, Ft. Worth, Texas 76133
tmr1@compuserve.com
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us to see how grungy and unkempt we can be when we
serve the Lord.

Women know how to dress when they want to express
virtue or incite lust (Gen. 38:14, 15; Prov. 7:10; Est. 1:11; 1
Pet. 3:1-4). Men know how to dress to lay bricks, hunt
deer, or meet the bank president when applying for a loan.
Do we know how to dress to exemplify modesty, dignity,
and integrity as we serve God? Apparently some do not,
for there has been a gradual lessening of standards of dress
in our society. Schools and business offices have been over-
taken by slovenliness if not outright sloppy indecency. Some
churches are not far behind. Crude “T” shirts, shorts, ragged,
purposely torn jeans, and immodestly slit dresses are the
rage in some houses of worship. Why are the voices of
modesty and appropriate behavior not raised in holy pro-
test against all such descents into depraved dress (Phil.
4:5; Tit. 2:12)? Probably those voices are not heard be-
cause such clothing is the product of homes where such
despicable dress has never been challenged or questioned.

Your dress does give an impression of you. It may not
always be fair or right, but it does say something about
you. Joseph thought so. Jordan thinks so. God says so (Phil.
1:27; 1 Tim. 2:9; 4:12; Tit. 2:4, 5, 7; 1 Pet. 3:1-4).

Dress, Appearance, Impression
Larry Ray Hafley

In a cover article in Time Magazine (June 22, 1998),
the following snippet concerning Michael Jordan appeared:

The 15 seconds it takes for him to go from the elevator to
the bus is the only time in (his fans’) lives that they would
see him. Jordan wants those 15 seconds to be dignified.
Because he knows forever those will be the 15 seconds
that they saw Michael Jordan. (Columnist Bob Greene on
how Jordan dons a suit and tie for the brief walk through
the hotel lobby out to the bus taking him to a game.)

For good or ill, how you dress, your appearance, makes
an impression on other people. Michael Jordan knows it.
So does Dennis Rodman, his “sideshow-freak” teammate.
Why else do you suppose Rodman dresses as he does? He
knows it makes an impression. He does not care. Jordan
knows it makes an impression. He cares. Do you?

No, we are not suggesting that you need to “make a
fashion statement” in order to impress people. However,
we do need to realize that the way we dress says a lot
about us. Again, if you doubt it, compare Michael Jordan
and Dennis Rodman!

When Joseph was summoned out of the prison where
he was held and was taken into the presence of the great
Pharaoh (or king) of Egypt, the Bible says, “When he had
shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came to Pha-
raoh” (Gen. 41:14). Joseph realized that prison garb is not
the proper attire in which to meet the king! Is there a les-
son in there for us?

There is no dress code for scriptural worship. Indeed,
some have served the Lord in scant attire, dirty clothes,
and nakedness brought on by deprivation, poverty, and per-
secution (2 Cor. 11:27; Heb. 11:37; Jas. 2:2). Those
unfortunate and unavoidable conditions are no excuse for
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Your dress does give an impression of you. It may not always be
fair or right, but it does say something about you. Joseph thought so.

Jordan thinks so. God says so.
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A watchman was positioned upon the wall of a city to
see the surrounding terrain and report what he saw (2 Sam.
18:24). His report could be an assessment of what he saw,
or a warning based upon what he saw (2 Sam. 18:25-27; 2
Kings 9:17-20). The Lord used this common practice to
teach spiritual truths to Israel and the nations:

1. In Isaiah 21:6, he used this figure to announce the fall
of Babylon and Edom (“Go, set a watchman, Let him de-
clare what he sees,” cf. Isa. 21:6-9; 11-12).

2. God described his prophets to Israel and Judah as
watchmen who had been sent to warn them of the dangers
of their sin: “Also, I set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Lis-
ten to the sound of the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will
not listen’” (Jer. 6:17).

3. Ezekiel is a specific illustration of a prophet given a
word from God which he was to speak to Israel: “Son of
man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel;
therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warn-
ing from Me” (Ezek. 3:17).

4. When the prophets (who should have been warn-
ing Israel of her sin) refused to issue God’s warnings, he
described these watchmen as “blind, they are all without
knowledge; they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; dream-
ing, lying down, loving to slumber” (Isa. 56:10).

Watchmen on the Walls of Zion
God’s prophets also used the term “watchman” when

speaking of those who, in the Messiah’s kingdom, would
call people to salvation using the word of the gospel:

1. Isaiah 52:7-8: “How beautiful upon the mountains are
the feet of him who brings good news, who proclaims peace,
who brings glad tidings of good things, who proclaims sal-

Watchmen in Zion
Joe R. Price

Is it scriptural to describe Christians as watchmen? That
is, may we apply the principle of being watchmen, as God
did to the prophets of Israel, to the work of preaching and
teaching the gospel of Christ in these last days (Rom. 15:4;
Heb. 1:1-2)? Some maintain it is wrong to apply the term
and principle of “watchmen” to brethren today. They con-
clude that since the term “watchmen” was applied to the
OT prophets we do not have the authority to use the con-
cept it conveys when describing the work of preaching the
gospel of Christ. Some have assumed that the OT proph-
ets were given a position of national oversight in their
prophetic work, and since there is no brotherhood-wide
organization of the Lord’s church, we cannot use the term
“watchmen” as we discuss and apply NT truth to the work
of evangelists, pastors and teachers (Eph. 4:11). It is con-
cluded that those who would “contend for the faith” must not
be described as watchmen (Jude 3; cf. Ezek. 3:17; 33:7-9). In
this article, we will see from the Bible that the concept of the
watchmen’s work continues to have legitimate application to
evangelists, pastors, and teachers in the kingdom of Christ,
just as it did when fleshly Israel was the people of God.

Watchmen in the Old Testament
The Old Testament was written for our learning and it

helps make us wise unto salvation in Christ (Rom. 15:4; 2
Tim. 3:15). From its pages we are given examples which
admonish us to avoid sin and to live faithfully with our God
(1 Cor. 10:1-12). The admonition to hear and obey the word
of God was given to Israel by the prophets. God likened
the work of Israel’s prophets to that of watchmen, stationed
upon the wall of a city, watching and warning of approaching
danger. Israel was brought to judgment for her sin because
she failed to heed the word of God which these watchmen
spoke (cf. Jer. 6:16-19; 7:21-27). Both the Assyrian and the
Babylonian captivities served as divine judgments against a
disobedient and rebellious people who rejected the warn-
ings of truth spoken to them by God’s watchmen.

As the apostles preached the gospel to the whole creation, they acted as watchmen
upon the walls of Zion, warning of sin and announcing the way of salvation.
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vation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’ Your watch-
men shall lift up their voices, with their voices they shall
sing together; for they shall see eye to eye, when the
Lord brings back Zion.” In this context of redemption
who can fail to see the predicted work within the
Messiah’s kingdom (his church) of preaching and teach-
ing the gospel to those lost in sin? Yet, we are being
told there are no such watchmen in Zion today. Fur-
thermore, those who teach that we need to be watchmen
today are accused of trying to oversee and control the
brotherhood!

2. Isaiah 62:1, 6: “For Zion’s sake I will not hold My
peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her
righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation
as a lamp that burns. . . . I have set watchmen on your
walls, O Jerusalem; They shall never hold their peace day
or night.” This passage is prophetic of “the Jerusalem
that now is,” the church of Christ (Gal. 4:25; Heb. 12:22-
23). God says that he has set watchmen upon the walls of
Zion in our day. Why should we insist there are not watch-
men in the kingdom of Christ, when the Holy Spirit predicted
the Messiah would set watchmen upon her walls to pro-
claim salvation and to warn souls of sin?

Just as the prophets predicted, Christ has indeed set
watchmen in his church. We are not violating scriptural
principles or passages to use that term in describing their
work. It is scripturally right for us to use the term “watch-
man” when speaking of those who labor in preaching and
teaching the gospel. Indeed, the NT establishes both the
need of every saint to be “watchful” and the work of those
to whom Christ has given particular responsibility as
“watchmen.”

Be Watchful In All Things
“Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong” (1

Cor. 16:13). The principle of spiritual alertness or watch-
fulness on the part of every Christian is a prominent theme
of the gospel of Christ (Matt. 24:42-43; 26:41; Luke 12:35-
40; 21:34-36; Col. 4:2; 1 Thess. 5:6; 1 Pet. 5:8; Rev. 3:2-3).
We have the moral responsibility to be watchful for our
own souls and the souls of others (Matt. 26:41; 1 Pet. 5:8;
Acts 20:31; Eph. 6:18). The real question is, has Christ
given any particular “watching” responsibilities to breth-
ren? Who are the watchmen in Zion spoken of by God’s
prophet in Isaiah 52:7-8 and 62:6?

Watchmen in Zion
1. Apostles and prophets of Christ: These inspired

men, through their work of revealing and confirming the
gospel, engaged in the God-given work of watching for the
souls of men. Based upon the example of this apostolic
work, Christians are entreated to “therefore watch, and
remember that for three years I did not cease to warn
everyone night and day with tears” (Acts 20:31). As the

apostles preached the gospel to the whole creation, they
acted as watchmen upon the walls of Zion, warning of sin
and announcing the way of salvation. Their work as watch-
men has not ceased, for as we hear and heed the apostolic
teaching, we benefit from their work as watchmen. These
watchmen of God continue to function through the God-
given word they preached. “Him we preach, warning every
man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may
present every man perfect in Christ. To this end I also la-
bor, striving according to His working which works in me
mightily” (Col. 1:28; cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17).

2. Evangelists: The work of these uninspired men is to
preach the inspired word of the apostles, using it to reprove,
rebuke and exhort in the faith (2 Tim. 4:1-2). By instructing
men and women in the words of faith and the good doctrine
of Christ, these men serve Christ and help save men (1
Tim. 4:6, 16). For instance, as Paul preached he “kept back
nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught
you publicly and from house to house” (Acts 20:20). When
evangelists follow this worthy example they participate in
watching for the souls of men (cf. 2 Tim. 2:24-26). To be
such a “watchman” is not an official designation of superi-
ority or an effort to claim brotherhood oversight, control, or
preeminence. It does not establish nor endorse a clergy-
laity distinction among God’s people. Rather, it is descriptive
of the process of proclaiming God’s word so that others
can hear the warning from God’s mouth and obey his word
to be saved (cf. Isa. 52:7-8; Rom. 10:13-17). The evange-
list who will dutifully stand at the watch given him by Christ
will fulfill his ministry: “But you be watchful in all things,
endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your
ministry” (2 Tim. 4:5).

3. Pastors: The elders or overseers of individual con-
gregations have the task of being watchmen among the
people of God. “Obey those who rule over you, and be
submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who
must give account” (Heb. 13:17). Their work as watchmen
in Zion is accomplished as they “take heed to yourselves
and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He
purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). The task of
elders is tremendous and vital to the safety of God’s people.
When these watchmen are silent, souls will be devoured by
sin and error (read Acts 20:29-30). “Therefore watch, and
remember that for three years I did not cease to warn
everyone night and day with tears” (Acts 20:31). Shall we
discard the God-given description of “watchmen” when
teaching elders of their work and responsibility (cf. Isa.
62:6)? Was the apostle mistaken when he told the elders of
the church at Ephesus to “watch” for the safety of the
flock? Of course not!

4. Teachers: Those who teach the word of God are
equipping their students with God’s saving word (Acts 8:4,



Truth Magazine — May 20, 1999(310) 22

cf. Matt. 28:20). Teachers of the gospel must communi-
cate God’s warnings against sin and its disastrous effects
(cf. 2 Tim. 2:24-26). Gospel teachers will equip others with
a knowledge of God’s word so that they may be saved
from sin (Rom. 1:15-16; John 8:31-32; 2 Tim. 2:2). Without
the saving word of the gospel, souls remain lost in sin. One
is indeed being a watchman for the souls of others when
he teaches the truth to others (cf. Acts 18:26).

5. Every disciple: In a sense, every Christian can be a
watchman. Each and every Christian must be aware of
the spiritual dangers that exist around them (1 Pet. 5:8; 2
Cor. 2:11). None of us should hold his peace where spiri-
tual dangers exist. Instead, he should speak out (from a
love of God, of men and of truth) to warn and save the
souls of others (Jude 22-23; Gal. 6:1-2; Jas. 5:19-20).
We must be watchful in prayer “with all perseverance
and supplication for all the saints” (Eph. 6:18). Would
we not warn someone if we saw that he was about to
plunge off the side of a cliff? Should we not much rather
warn those who will, if they continue on their present
course of sin and error, plunge headlong into eternal
death? How is such a work against the word and will of
God?! Jesus exhorts us, “And what I say to you, I say
to all: Watch!” (Mark 13:37)

A Call For Watchmen
The biblical call for watchmen will not establish a “broth-

erhood watchman society.” Being watchful Christians who
sound God’s warning of approaching danger will not es-
tablish a creedal approach to determining one’s faithfulness
to the Lord. The word of truth establishes that (1 John 1:1-
7; 2:3-6). God’s watchmen will not violate the autonomy of
local churches, but they will understand that the need for
truth reaches to every soul. We should all come to under-
stand that “speaking the truth in love” is not restricted by
congregational boundaries (cf. 1 Cor. 4:17).

Watchmen in Zion will sound forth warnings against sin
and error wherever it is found — in an effort to turn lost
souls away from certain and sure destruction to the salva-
tion found in the Messiah, Jesus Christ the Lord (Jude 3-4,
20-23). Those who watch for the welfare of souls will mark
those who cause divisions contrary to the doctrine of truth,
and turn away from them (Rom. 16:17; 2 Tim. 3:1-5). They
will identify false teaching and when necessary, the false
teachers of that error so that innocent souls will not be
corrupted and lost (Rom. 16:18; Col. 2:4; 2 Tim. 2:16-18).

This is a necessary, needed and commendable work.
We need God-fearing, truth loving, soul-loving Christians
on the walls of Zion, watching and warning to help us avoid
sin and live faithfully in Christ. Thank God for the watch-
men he has set upon the walls of Zion!

335 Park Pl., Lynden, Washington 98264

A Christian’s Proper Attitude
Toward Government

David Ferrell

Recent events in Washington have led to an increase in
political discussion among the brethren. Like everyone else,
I have watched the “Washington Mess” with disgust. As
the impeachment drama unfolded, I began to examine the
Scriptures concerning what our attitude should be toward
government in general, and toward President Clinton in
particular.

Any student of history recognizes that the govern-
ment of Rome in the first century was at least as corrupt
and morally bankrupt as any government we have seen
in modern times. I point this out, not to excuse Presi-
dent Clinton’s behavior, but in order to examine the
attitude of Jesus and his apostles toward a corrupt civil
government.
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Romans 13 could not possibly apply to President Clinton,
given his immoral character. However, in Romans 13, Paul
was hardly speaking of Washington or Lincoln. Paul was
speaking to Christians who lived under the thumb of the
Roman Emperors; men who crucified Christians by the
thousands and used their decaying bodies as torches to light
public streets in Rome; and who murdered their own rela-
tives to make safe their thrones; and who indulged
themselves in every form of sexual licentiousness, includ-
ing open homosexuality. There can be no credible argument
that Bill Clinton (or any other public official) is so corrupt
that Romans 13 should not apply to Christians today.

Can a Christian urge the ouster of President Clinton?
Given our form of government, there is probably nothing
wrong with an individual Christian believing and advocat-
ing any political view that isn’t sinful in itself. But we need
to be very careful about keeping our private political opin-
ions away from our worship services and Bible classes.

Not since the civil war have we experienced a time when
so many Bible classes, written articles, and even sermons
concern themselves with the political topics of the day.
Certainly, abortion, adultery, fornication, homosexuality, and
such like must be opposed, even though they also happen
to be topics of political debate in our country. But some
brethren are publicly advancing the idea that all Christians
must profess and adhere to “conservative” political phi-
losophy in order to be faithful. Nowhere does the Bible
teach such a doctrine. Did Jesus go to the cross in order to
make of us Republicans, Democrats, or Libertarians? It
should be obvious that one need not even be an American
to be a Christian.

In conclusion, as individuals, Christians have the right to
be politically active if they choose. We can support, and
even campaign for the party or candidate of our choice.
But when the “wrong guy” wins, we should be content.
We must not rail against the men who hold official power,
for such is sinful. As a group, Christians are not at liberty
to be politically active. Teaching our opinions about current
political controversies has no place in our public worship
assemblies and Bible classes and ought not be tolerated,
any more than we would allow a political candidate to hustle
votes from the Lord’s pulpit. Our public assembly should
be focused upon building each other up and converting the
world to Christ, not upon politics.

3120 Dogwood, Beaumont, Texas 77703

I cannot find a single passage of Scripture where Jesus
encouraged his followers to affect change by influencing
their government. His only comment concerning our rela-
tionship to the government involved the payment of taxes
and occurs in Matthew 22:21, where he says, “Render unto
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the things
that are God’s.”

We have two examples of conflict with government that,
on the surface, conflict with each other. During his arrest,
illegal trial, and execution Jesus refused to fight and did not
allow his disciples to do so. He meekly submitted to every-
thing they did to him, even though he must have understood
better than anyone else the extent of the injustice done
him. His attitude speaks volumes about the extent to which
we are to submit to government, even when it is acting
wrongfully.

The other example appears in Acts 4, when Peter and
John defied the authorities who were trying to stop them
from obeying the command to spread the gospel. What is
the difference? I believe that the difference is that Jesus
was in a position to which he could submit without sin (even
though he would lose his life), while Peter and John could
not submit without sinning. Note that Peter and John meekly
submitted to the punishment for their disobedience.

Therefore the principle for us is that we must tolerate
government regulation and rule until and unless govern-
ment tries to force us to sin. For example, if a law says that
we must stop preaching against homosexuality, we must
disobey, but pay whatever penalty is assessed.

Our Attitude Toward Bill Clinton
First, we need to distinguish between Bill Clinton as a

human being, and Bill Clinton, President of the United
States. Because I am confident that few of us hold any
personal animosity for the President, I will spend little time
concerning our attitude toward him as an individual. It is
sufficient to say that, as Christians, it is our obligation to
pray that Mr. Clinton will come to a knowledge of the truth
and be converted. Until this occurs, he stands guilty before
God of all his sins, even if he were to transform himself
into a model husband and model President.

It is in his second role, as President and leader of our
government, that Mr. Clinton poses a somewhat new prob-
lem. I know of no other President who has engendered
such strong emotions among us. Even the election of Presi-
dent Reagan in 1980 prompted little comment, even though
he was divorced and married to woman who was also di-
vorced. But now, we are hearing more and more comment,
some of it very bitter. This is wrong.

Romans 13 clearly teaches that we must honor and re-
spect Bill Clinton as President. Some may argue that

Renew Promptly!
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“I Will Joy” continued from front page
Chapter 1:12-2:20 presents the question as to Jehovah us-
ing such a cruel nation as Babylon to accomplish his will
and punish Judah, a people less wicked than the Chaldeans,
i.e., in the eyes of the Israelites.

The prophet tells them “the righteous shall live by faith”
(2:4; Rom. 1:16-17). God has two ways of destroying evil.
Evil is its own enemy and eventually destroys itself, it reaps
what it sows (Gal. 6:7-8); and God intervenes and punishes
wickedness by using nations to punish nations (Dan. 4:25).
Five “woes” are then pronounced upon the wicked and the
cruel avenger. Chapter 3 is an inspired hymn, describing
Jehovah’s righteous judgment, with verses 17-19 affirming
the convictions and thoughts of those righteous people of
the ages who live by faith.

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control;
against such there is no law. And they that are of Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with the passions and the
lusts thereof” (Gal. 5:22-24, ASV). This “cluster” of fruit
(for we do not cultivate one without the other) grows and
matures as we grow older in faith and in good works. The
“joy in the God of my salvation” does not come without the
dedication and endurance required to “grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2
Pet. 3:18).

The life of a believer, a true Christian, is one of continual
progress. We should grow steadily from spiritual childhood
and youth to manhood and maturity, reaching the fulness of
stature of children of God in Jesus Christ. Many do not do
so. As in the first century church, so today it is that “for
when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need
that one teach you again which be the first principles of the
oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk,
and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is
unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But
strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil” (Heb. 5:12-14, KJV). Often
believers are like the children of Israel in the wilderness,
going forward and backward, to and fro, criss-crossing,
walking in intricate paths, and making very slow, if any,
progress toward the heavenly Canaan.

Some time ago a beloved sister in Christ Jesus made
confession at the conclusion of a sermon, responding to
our Lord’s invitation, saying to the effect that “I wonder if
I am really a Christian. I do not seem to have the strength
I need to resist temptation, and I do not have the joy and
peace that I ought to have,” and asked for understanding
and for prayers of the saints, and forgiveness of our Fa-
ther. I learned she had been a Christian about three years.
And I thought later, as I reflected about this child of God,

that many in the church far longer than she, also have these
same thoughts and doubts. You don’t put “old heads on
young shoulders,” for they would be out of place. Let heads,
hearts, shoulders and bodies be of the same age!

Younger saints ought not be discouraged when they have
doubts, and when they witness others who are older in the
faith demonstrating joy, peace, patience, love, kindness,
strength, etc., of mature brothers and sisters who for years
have studied, learned, prayed, worshiped, practiced, and
fought the good fight of faith.

Rather the younger should be encouraged by the ex-
amples of those who are fathers and mothers in the family
of God, and by older brothers and sisters who are diligently
striving for the “crown of life that fadeth not away” (1
Tim. 5:1-2; Tit. 2:18; Jas. 1:12). Forward, onward, upward
we daily travel through life, purposing to continue doing so
until we behold the face of him whom we love, for then
“we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 John
3:1-3). “For ye have need of patience, that, having done
the will of God, ye may receive the promise. . . . But we
are not of them that shrink back unto perdition; but of them
that have faith unto the saving of the soul” (Heb. 10:36-
39).

There are obstacles to cultivating and experiencing “joy
in the God of my salvation.” We have great joy in the spirit
when we worship each Lord’s Day, eating the supper of
Jesus Christ, remembering his body and blood, his death on
the cross for our sins. It is a joy to sing from the heart
beautiful psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, which take our
souls on a flight from earth to heaven, into the very portals
of glory. It is a great joy to hear the full, unadulterated,
enlightening word of God spoken and preached by good
men from pure hearts. But that joy of worship may soon be
diminished and dampened when they leave the assembly
to go about encountering the world and it cares. We may
go home to sadness, sorrow, sickness, and even death. One
lady in a congregation goes home to a cursing, alcohol-
drinking husband.

There are believers who cannot pray in their family life,
cannot offer audible thanks for a meal, because of ungodly,
opposing people in the family. “Joy in the God of my salva-
tion” must be fought and contended for, learned and
cultivated in spite of oppositions, sneers, and ill-will toward
one who loves God truly, even from foes in our own house-
holds (Matt. 10:36).

We have great joy when we think of heaven and eternal
life in the presence of our God and the redeemed of the
ages. We think of how joyful will be the greetings and the
reunions in heaven. We joy to think of him “whom having
not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory,
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receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your
soul” (1 Pet. 1:8-9). It is unbounded joy to know that there
is God, Jehovah, and he is our Father (1 Cor. 8:3, 6; Eph.
4:4-6; John 17:24-26). Like Enoch and Noah, we should
walk with him and please him each day (Gen. 5:24; 6:9, 22;
7:5; Heb. 11:5, 7). “Ye must be born again . . . of water and
of the spirit,” if we would claim God as our Father and
enter into his kingdom (John 3:1-8; Mark 16:15-16; Acts
2:38). He says to us, “I will be their God, and they shall be
my people” (2 Cor. 6:16-18).

As his children we “joy in the God of my salvation” who
does his will among the inhabitants of the earth as he does
in the army of heaven: “And all the inhabitants of the earth
are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in
the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth:
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest
thou?” (Dan. 4:35). The world of unbelievers has always
wanted a god but not a Sovereign, a King, a Monarch, who
commands them and demands obedience. The world wants
a god who is made in their image, who will do as his crea-
tures think and command him, who agrees with them, who
has no certain will, and endorses and approves of all the
doings of his subjects. I rejoice that our God and Father is
firm and true, dependable and trustworthy, a God “who will
have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I will have compassion,” and “is a
consuming fire” in punishing the lawless and opposer (Rom.
9:14-16; Heb. 2:28; 2 Thess. 1:3-12).

We have “joy in the God of my salvation” for he has
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ who died for us.
“For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of his Son; much more, being reconciled,
we shall be saved by his life” (Rom. 5:10). Our Father hath
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, through the minis-
try of reconciliation (the preaching of the glorious gospel of
Christ Jesus to the lost) committed to the Holy Spirit guided
apostles, in which God forgives our trespasses and we be-
come new creatures (a new creation) in Christ through
faith (2 Cor. 5:17-21; 1 Pet. 2:1-2). We “joy” when we see
Jesus on the cross, “the Lamb of God, which taketh way
the sin of the world” (John 1:29). We “joy” when we suf-
fer for the sake of Jesus. “And they (the apostles, bc)
departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name”
(Acts 5:41). We “joy in the God of my salvation” when we
truly consider and understand that “we have access by faith
into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God” (Rom. 5:1-11).

Like the innumerable blessings from our Father which
we can neither know nor number, never realizing all that
our God has done for us, so are the immeasurable joys
which we have day by day in Jesus. In Habakkuk 3:17-19,
the prophet affirms that if the fig tree bears no blossoms

nor fruit; if there are no grapes on the vines; if there are no
olives and olive oil; if there is no grain in the fields; if there
are no flocks and herds, no milk to drink and flesh to eat;
and no cattle in the stalls and folds; yet he and those who
are “righteous, justified by faith” (2:4), will never forsake
and turn away from our God and Father. With Job we should
hold, as a matter of deep confirmed faith and conviction,
that “though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will
maintain my own ways before him” (Job 13:15), even if, as
with Job, we were to lose ten children in death, all our
material goods, our wife in unbelief, and our physical health
(chapters 1 and 2). “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy
in the God of my salvation.” A Christian never has any
circumstances in which he should not be found rejoicing
(Phil. 4:4).

names of the ministers of the Gospel were the very same,
the angel of the church and the bishop; which belonged
to the ministers in the synagogues (Commentary on the
New Testament from the Talmud and Hebraica II: 90-91).

There are obviously some things about these comments
that are contrary to revealed truth about the organization
of the church (similar comments appear in others who com-
pare the officers in the synagogue with those in the church)
and, to this aspect of Lightfoot’s comments, one can find
response in Meyer’s Commentary (119) and Swete (22).
Both authors take exception to the idea that the organiza-
tion of the church had developed to the point that one had a
bishop over the elders in such an early date as the book of
Revelation was written and in this respect they are cor-
rect. The Bible identifies the pastors, elders, overseers,
bishops, and presbytery as one and the same men. How-
ever, the idea that the church has a rwbyc xyl#$, the
angel of the church deserves more investigation.

The word xyl#$ is derived from the verb xl#$, “to
send” (Brown, Driver, and Briggs 1018). The word  xyl#$
appears frequently in the Mishna in the sense of “one’s
agent” (see Terumoth 4:4; Bikkurim 1:5; Kethuboth 4:5;
Kiddushin 2:1; Makkoth 2:2), “delegate” (Yoma 2:5), and
“messenger” (Gittin 2:1, note 5; 3:5, note 1; 3:6, note 3;
4:1; 6:1, note 1; 6:2, note 1; 6:3, note 4 defines him as a
“deputy, agent”; 5:1, note 1; ). The phrase rwbyc xyl#$
also appears in the Mishna. In Berachoth 5:5 the phrase is
translated “the Reader for a congregation” (cf. Blackman’s
note on Rosh Hashanah 4:7; Taanith 1:2).

In W. Bacher’s excellent article on “synagogue” in
Dictionary of the Bible (James Hastings, editor), he ex-
plained the role of the rwbyc xyl#$:

3311 Yorkshire Court, Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37130-1319

“Angel” continued from page 2
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The leader in prayer who as the respresentative of the
congregation recited aloud the prayers in the synagogue,
was called rwbyc xyl#$, “delegate of the whole” (rwbyc
is the name of the collective body assembled in the syna-
gogue, in opposition to the individual, dyxy). This leading
in prayer was a voluntary function discharged by mem-
bers of the congregation who were qualified for it and
invited to undertake it.

In the article on “synagogue” in McClintock and Strong’s
Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological and Ecclesiastical
Literature, the following description of the role of the
rwbyc xyl#$ is presented:

3. The Legate of the Congregation, or the Leader of Di-
vine Worship (rwbyc xyl#$ = a!ggeloj e)kklhsi/aj, a)po/
stoloj). — To give unity and harmony to the worship, as
well as to enable the congregation to take part in the
responses, it was absolutely necessary to have one who
should lead the worship. Hence, as soon as the legal num-
ber required for public worship had assembled (Nynm), the
ruler of the synagogue (snrp = poimhn),  or, in his ab-
sence, the elders (Nynqz = presbu/teroi), delegated one
of the congregation to go up before the ark to conduct
divine service. The function of the apostle of the ecclesia

Field
Reports

(rwbyc xyl#$) was not permanently vested in any single
individual ordained for this purpose, but was alternately
conferred upon any lay member who was supposed to
possess the qualifications necessary for offering up
prayer in the name of the congregation. This is evident
from the reiterated declarations both in the Mishna and
the Talmud (X:75).

When I read these comments I thought of the custom
in Canadian congregations of having a “chairman” over
the services. He has no role similar to an elder. His only
responsibility is to conduct the service in an orderly way.
He will make announcements, call on men for prayer, des-
ignate who is to serve in the public worship, and dismiss
the assembly. The early churches may have called such a
man rwbyc xyl#$, variously translated “reader for the
Congregation” or “messenger of the congregation”
(a!ggeloj e)kklhsi/aj). This appears to be the man so
designated as the “angel” of the church in the letters to the
seven churches of Asia. If this material is correct, this would
simplify what has been considered an enigmatic reference
in the book of Revelation.

6567 Kings Ct., Danville, Indiana 46122
mikewillis1@compuserve.com

Sturgis, Mississippi 1998 Field Report
Greetings, from your brothers and sisters in Sturgis, Mis-
sissippi! Thank you so much for your fervent prayers and
support. Let us all thank our God in heaven for his rich and
wonderful blessings.

1998 has been a good year for us. The Sturgis church be-
gan publishing a newspaper article in the Starkville Daily
News. The article runs twice a month on Sundays. I have
written articles on denominationalism, false teaching, and
other subjects from God’s Holy Word. There have been nu-
merous responses from the community. When questions
are asked, I always give a Bible answer. Along with the
newspaper article, we still have two radio programs and a
cable advertisement for Bible studies and home correspon-
dence courses. We are doing what we can to spread the
gospel in the area.

In May, we hosted a gospel meeting with brother Johnnie
Douglas of Tampa, Florida. There was good attendance ev-

ery night with Christian and non-Christian visitors. Our mem-
bers did a good job in supporting the meeting.

I now have a little more help with the worship services. Our
young men, ages 12-15, are now leading songs and prayers,
and presiding over the Lord’s supper. We are so proud of
them for their continued interest in helping out. They are
growing physically as well as spiritually. We are so blessed
to have them. The other adult male, brother Joe Seals, con-
tinues to be a big help also. His family is growing spiritually
as well.

I am sad to report that we lost a faithful member last year.
Sister Lela McCarter died after a brief illness.  She had
been with the Sturgis church from the beginning. She was a
strong and faithful member and will be missed a great deal.

As for me, I had the opportunity to preach at the Emerson
Church of Christ in Indianapolis, Indiana. I also conducted
meetings with the Fourth and Grosebeck Church in Lufkin,
Texas and the church in Greenville, Mississippi. Brother
Abraham Smith of Meridian, Mississippi preached in my
place during my absences. I also taught Bible classes when
the opportunity arose. I have studied with a professor from
Mississippi State University who has visited our services
and listened to the radio programs. He has asked many
questions and is seeking the truth. I will continue to work
with him and let God’s Word do the rest. We could really use
him, as well as other souls, in the work at Sturgis.
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I did lose $350.00 in financial support from the churches in
Trussville, Alabama and Tahlequah, Oklahoma. They were
unable to continue their financial fellowship. If you or any-
one else is able to help me replace this lost amount, please
call or write. I would greatly appreciate it. Continue to pray
for me, the members, and the work here, that we may pros-
per spiritually. We will continue to do the same.

Thank you so much for allowing me to share this report with
you. I will keep you posted on the growing work. Thanks to
Truth Magazine for their time and efforts. Keep the faith!
Alexander Caldwell, 201 Lynn Lane, Apt. 36, Starkville,
Mississippi 39759.

Preachers Needed

Quips
&

Quotes

Sardis Lake, Mississippi: The Laws Hill church of Christ
located near Sardis Lake in north Mississippi is searching
for a preacher. The church brings together 18 to 25 people
each week. There are prospects to work with here. This would
be perfect for a preacher just starting out. The preacher
coming will need to bring most of his support. The church
can provide $700 to a $1000 a month now. Your services are
greatly needed. Please contact Jerry Hartley at (601) 224-
6913 or Mike Baggett at (601) 728-7320, or e-mail:
michaelbaggett@yahoo.com

Charleston, West Virginia: The Oakwood Road church in
Charleston, West Virginia is in need of a full-time preacher.
If interested, please contact Henry Williams, (304) 727-2466
or Frank Linville, (304) 346-2700 or write to Church of Christ,
873 Oakwood Road, Charleston, WV 25314.

Union City, Tennessee: Brother Eulane Walker, who has
preached for the First Street church of Christ in Union City
for the past nineteen years, will be retiring on July 1, 1999
because of age-related health problems. He is currently serv-
ing as one of the elders, and will remain to serve in that
capacity. The congregation can supply around $400 a week
towards a man’s support. Sunday morning attendance is
around 17-18. There is a lot of potential for growth here. If
interested, please contact Hayden King (901) 885-5898 or
Eulane Walker (901) 587-2237, or write the church, First St.
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 532, Union city, TN 38261.

Old Books For Sale
Standard Eclectic Bible Lesson Commentary 1887
Peloubet’s Select Notes on the International Lessons, two

of them — one is dated 1897; the other 1914
Millennial Harbinger, Vol. 1, Old Paths Book Club
The Christian Baptist, A. Campell

All are intact and covers are good except for The Christian
Baptist which needs to be recovered. Please advise that
offers will be accepted for these items either individually or
together. Mike Baggett (601) 728-7320 or e-mail:
michaelbaggett@yahoo.com

Pastor Convicted in Gay Marriage Case
“Downers Grove, Ill. — A Methodist minister who officiated
at the marriage of two gay men was convicted in a church
trial Friday of disobedience in the first test of the
denomination’s ban on same-sex ceremonies.

“The jury of 13 pastors decided 10-3 that the Rev. Gregory
Dell disobeyed church law when he presided over the union
of the Chicago men in September.

“Immediately after the verdict, the penalty phase of the trail
began. Dell could be defrocked.

“Earlier Friday, Dell, 53, had said he would continue bless-
ing same-sex unions if allowed to remain a Methodist
minister. He testified that he was being faithful to his vow to
minister to all people when he blessed the union of Karl
Reinhardt and Keith Eccarius” (The Indianapolis Star [March
27, 1999], A14).

Missing Atheist Was Possibly Slain
“Austin, Texas — A former office manager for missing atheist
Madalyn Murray O’Hair has been arrested of weapons charges
amid indications prosecutors suspect O’Hair was murdered.

David Roland Waters, 52, was arrested Wednesday and jailed
after 119 rounds of ammunition were found in a search of
his apartment and car. He was convicted of murder in Illi-
nois in 1965 and is on probation for skimming $54,000 from
the O’Hair family’s atheist organizations.

“O’Hair vanished with a son and granddaughter 3 ½ years
ago, along with $500,000 in gold coins. Her disappearance
gave rise to speculation that they were victims of foul play
or that O’Hair, who suffered from diabetes and would be
about 80 now, had gone somewhere to die privately so that
Christians couldn’t pray over her.

“Prosecutors have not said whether they think O’Hair was
murdered and made no mention of her at Waters’ court ap-
pearance Thursday” (The Indianapolis Star [March 26, 1999],
A27).
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Call: Truth Bookstore at 1-800-428-0121

The Contemporary Parallel
New Testament

King James Version, New American Standard Bible, New Century Version, Contemporary English
Version, New International Version, New Living Translation, New King James Version, The Message.

Price — $39.99

NIV/KJV Parallel Bible
Size 6 1/2” x 9 1/4”

Abridged New International Version Concordance
Abridged King James Version Concordance

Hardcover — $29.99

National Baptist Official Pleads Guilty to Evasion
“Tampa, Fla. — The former public relations director of the national black Baptist group pleaded guilty Thursday to two
federal tax evasion charges six weeks after a jury acquitted her of state racketeering charges.

“Bernice Edwards faces up to 10 years in prison and a $500,000 fine and agreed to pay back taxes to the Internal Revenue
Service. Federal prosecutors dropped 25 other charges, including money laundering, extortion and fraud.

“The plea came just a week after the Rev. Henry Lyons. Edwards’ co-defendant and former president of the National Baptist
Convention USA, resigned his position and reached a plea deal with federal prosecutors” (The Indianapolis Star [March 26,
1999], A27.

Vatican Restates Refusal for Women as Deacons
“Vatican City — The Vatican has reiterated its refusal to allow women to serve as deacons, a role that would have allowed
them to preach at Mass and help celebrate liturgical services.
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“Ordination as deacons is a step below priesthood, which
the Roman Catholic Church reserves solely for unmarried
men.

“‘There are so many other opportunities’ for women in the
church, Cardinal Dario Castrillon Hoyos, who head the
Vatican’s Congregation for the clergy, said Thursday.

“Castrillon was speaking at a news conference to present
Pope John Paul II’s annual pre-Easter letter to priests world-
wide” (The Indianapolis Star [March 26, 1999], A27.

Poor Track Record From “Shacking Up”
“A 1992 study concluded that ‘prior cohabitors’ had a 46
percent greater hazard of divorce than non-co-habitors.

“. . . Such habits of mind appear to become ingrained over
time. People who experience serial cohabitations before
marriage have much higher divorce rates than those who
lived with only one person. Having lived through the disso-
lution of one or many relationships increases one’s tolerance
for heartbreak and instability, and perhaps hardens people
in their idiosyncrasies. Rather than proving a test run for
marriage, living together instead can prove a test run for
eventual loneliness.

“. . . Unsurprisingly, the National Marriage Project data show
that cohabitation is most harmful for children. In 1997, 36
percent of these households included children, up from only
21 percent 10 years before. There are estimates that half of
America’s children will spend some time in a cohabiting
household before the age of 16, and three-quarters of these
children will see their parents split up. (Only one-th9ird of
children born to married couples will endure a divorce.)

“. . . A British study found that children living with mom and
her boyfriend were 33 times more likely to be abused physi-
cally and sexually than children living with both biological
parents” (The Indianapolis Star [March 25, 1999], A22).
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Nations That Forget God
P.J. Casebolt

ing in God’s sight.

“But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the Lord ex-
ceedingly” (Gen. 13:13). When Abraham could not find even ten righteous 
souls among those wicked Sodomites, “the Lord rained up on Sodom and 
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of hea ven” (Gen. 19:24). 
Some 1900 years later, Peter said 
that the con demnation of these 
wicked cities was “an ensample 
unto those that after should live 
ungodly” (2 Pet. 2:6).

If a nation will repent in time, 
and turn to God, it is pos sible for 
that nation to be spared. God told 
Jonah, “Arise, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and cry against it; 
for their wickedness is come up 
before me” (Jon. 1:2). At first, the 
prophet shirked his duty and tried 
to “flee        . . . from the presence 
of the Lord,” but after three days 
and nights in a fish’s belly, Jonah 
decided to do God’s will. Drastic 
measures are sometimes required 
to get some preachers to do their 
duty. When Nineveh finally got the message, its citizens, including the 
king, repented in sackcloth, “turned from their evil way,” and God turned 
his wrath away from Nineveh. But another king did not lead his nation 
to repentance, and that nation of Babylon was overthrown, even by an 
inferior nation (Dan. 2:39; 5:25-31).

We need to be concerned about our nation, whose citizens “from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them,” engage pro miscuously in 
wickedness, but refuse to repent. What can God-fearing people do in 
such cases?

Though Lot was a righteous man, all he could do was to be “vexed with 
the filthy conversation of the wicked” (2 Pet. 2:7, 8). Lot had “pitched his 

“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget 
God” (Ps. 9:17). And we need to be concerned not only with the final 
destiny of such nations, but also with their present condition and stand-
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Editorial

The Advantages of Fol-
lowing Christ
Mike Willis

Why should I become a disciple of Jesus Christ? When so many in 
our society are choosing to live without a commitment to Jesus, it oc-
curs to me that there might be some need to explain why we think there 
is an advantage to being a disciple of Christ by explaining what Christ 
has done for us. Every person might have a different list of things that 
he would include on his list. However, here are some things that I see as 
distinct advantages that followers of Christ have over others.

The Follower of Christ Has A Distinct Moral  
Standard By Which To Live

The need for a clear moral standard has never been more clearly shown 
than in the recent issues brought before our nation by the impeachment 
trial of our president. We have been fed a constant barrage of assertions 
that what the president and his intern do in a consensual way is their 
business. Indeed, we are being told that same thing about a number of 
moral issues including the following: fornication, adultery, homosexual-
ity, abortion, euthanasia, etc.

The idea that what one chooses to do is his own business may sound 
good until one starts making application of those principles to his own 
children. Is one ethical system just as good as another for your children? 
If you approach your son, suspecting that he might be involved in for-
nication or drugs, would you accept his explanation if he said, “Mom 
and Dad, you may choose not to commit fornication or use recreational 
drugs and I am not condemning you for what you choose to do. However, 
don’t try to bind your morals on me. I may choose to live differently than 
you do.” I suspect that most parents will appeal to their children to live 
by an absolute ethical code and even enact disciplinary punishments for 
the violation of those ethics.

The Christian has a distinct advantage in rearing his children in this 
age of moral relativity. The Christian believes that there is an absolute 
standard of ethics that is applicable to every person in every nation for all 
time. Sin is wrong because it is a violation of God’s word (1 John 3:4), 
not because it is a violation of societal ethics or personal conscience. 
Because there is a God and that God has given us a law by which to live, 
all men are bound by the same moral code (John 12:48). I can speak 
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Preaching in the  
Philippines - Again

Connie W. Adams

Having visited and preached in the Philippines in 1971 and again 
in 1975, I de cided to go again to places where we had been before and 
include some new places, and see how they do (Acts 15:36). This trip 
was in response to repeated invitations from several places in the Philip-
pines. My wife accompanied me on this trip and was a great help. For 
years brethren have urged American preachers to bring their wives but 
only two or three have done so over the years.

We spent one month in the Philippines with all of our work being 
confined to Mindanao and Luzon. In Mindanao, we conducted meet-
ings at Pagadian City in Zamboanga and also in Davao City. Ramon C. 
Carino is an older and much respected preacher in Pagadian City and 
all of that part of Mindanao. He is now 75 and is yet doing a significant 
work. At Davao City we worked with our old friend, Juanito Balbin 
and at Toril, just north of there, with Emilio Lumapay. Both are able 
and experienced preachers who take a strong stand for the truth.

Our last two weeks were spent on Luzon, first at Manila with Ben 
Cruz who continues to do good work. We had a most encouraging visit 
to Tuguegarao where Rody Gumpad is doing much good work. While 
there we preached two nights in the open in a brother’s yard, at two dif-
ferent congregations on Sunday and then had a two-day lectureship. I 
also spoke on their one-hour television program. From there we spent 
an amazing three days visiting congregations in Ilocos Norte and Ilocos 
Sur. I had heard good things about the work in that area but this was my 
first time to see any of it first hand. “The half was not told.” We were 
greeted by over 1,000 at three different locations and about 800 at still 
another. There are many congregations and preachers in that area. They 
are working together well and do not seem to be troubled by some of the 
issues we had to combat at other places (error on marriage, divorce and 
remarriage, the one covenant doctrine, errors on the misuse of Romans 
14 and the false applications of that to questions of fellowship and how 
to identify false teachers). We met many able preachers in that area, in-
cluding Dani Oiongson at Allisitan, Victorio Domingo at Marcos, and 
Materno Sibayan, Sr. and Materno Sibayan, Jr. who work at Laoag 
City, Sinait and in that general area. Brother Sibayan, Sr. was a well 
known and able Pentecostal preacher until 1972 when he was converted 
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on Mindanao by the late Romulo Agduma. He returned 
to his wife’s home area at Sinait and from that beginning 
the work in the northern part of Luzon began to grow and 
flourish. Scores of denom inational preachers have been 
converted. Three were baptized during our work (and that 
does not include 24 more preachers converted during the 
same time frame in places where Jim McDonald preached. 
The church at Laoag City had constructed a large meeting 
house and is now using it though it is far from completed. 
We saw new buildings under construction in several places. 
Some had recently improved their facilities. Other congre-
gations meet in very humble circumstances under sheds 
attached to the side of someone’s house, or under a shelter 
framed with bamboo and with a straw roof.

There are hundreds of congregations in the Philippines. 
I do not know how many and I doubt that anyone does for 
sure. There are several hundred preachers. We personally 
greeted between 400-500. Some of these men have support 
from churches and individuals in the U.S.A. Others sup-
port their families while working as farmers, teachers, taxi 
drivers, or whatever they find to do. Life is very hard for 
many of them. We saw a number of congregations which 
now have elders and deacons. Some are able to assume 
part of their local work in spite of the poverty of many 
members. We saw areas where drought is still affecting 
corn and rice crops.

Many of the preachers have been converted from de-
nominationalism and have given up a great deal in many 
instances in order to take a stand for the truth. Some of 
them are well educated. Others have limited education and 
few tools with which to work. Most of them need books 
and teaching supplies. Congregations are in great need of 
class materials to teach children and young people. There 
are places where Bibles, song books, and communion trays 
are badly needed. Gospel tracts on basic subjects are needed 
everywhere. I saw two preachers who have copy machines 
and they really put them to use.

Men like Jim McDonald, Ron Halbrook, Jerry Parks, and 

Danny McKibben have done much good. Through the years 
a number of good brethren have gone to help. J.T. Smith 
has made four trips. Any number of good men have gone at 
least once. Johnie P. Edwards with his son, grandson, and 
another brother, took their two-weeks intensive preacher 
training program to Manila in January with great results. 
They had 120 preachers enrolled in that. They took along 
40 boxes of teaching materials.

While we were there for 30 days, I preached 56 times, 
conducted 27 hours of open forum (answering Bible ques-
tions) and Bobby taught 30 classes for women. These 
were well received and in several places there were more 
women than men in attendance. We saw 183 baptized. 
That does not include those converted at places where 
other Americans worked during that same month, nor the 
number from Filipino preachers at work during that time. 
These baptisms are the result of the labors of the Filipino 
brethren and they would obey the gospel whether we were 
there or not. It is regrettable that some American preachers 
have taken a variety of false teachings to the Philippines. 
Brethren there have to do the same as we do here. They 
have to sort through that and see what the Bible teaches 
and stand accordingly. Some of those who have taught error 
there do not agree among themselves, yet they go arm in 
arm with each other in their work. That is made possible 
by their misuse of Romans 14 and mistaken notions about 
fellowship. We had many questions about these matters. 
Several able and respected men made their position clear 
and stated their determina tion to stand whatever it might 
cost them.

We were assisted by thirteen congregations and 43 indi-
viduals in making this trip. We are grateful for this help and 
thankful to our God for health and strength to meet a very 
demanding schedule. We are also thankful to our beloved 
Filipino brethren who extended such loving hospitality to 
us everywhere we went.

P.O. Box 69, Brooks, Kentucky 40109

New — Truth in Life Adult Workbook
Harmony in the Home

 by Mike Willis

The focus of this workbook is about personal character and interpersonal relationships, all of which relate 
to how well a marital relationship functions. Two people who have developed the Christian character make 
the best marriage companions and will do the best job in rearing their children. This study is designed to 
guide a family to create tranquility and peace in the home.                                                   Price — $5.25
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1:5, 6). We must shun things that are ungodly and avoid 
the darkness of sin. 

Expose The Darkness 
Not only were the Christians at Ephesus to have no 

fellowship with the works of darkness, they were also to 
“reprove them” (v. 11). Too often I fear we get the idea 
that we will just keep ourselves right and leave everyone 
else alone. This will not work! We must see the danger a 
lost soul faces, and being moved by love and compassion, 
expose the sin so that it may be repented of before it’s too 
late. This is a God-given responsibility (1 Tim. 4:2; Tit. 
2:15). Some people may bless us (Prov. 24:25), some will 
hate us (John 7:7; 1 John 3:13), but regardless of others’ 
approval or lack thereof, it must be done. We must develop 
through righteous living an intolerance for sin. 

Be Ashamed of the Darkness 
Speaking of those who walked in darkness, Paul said, 

“For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are 
done of them in secret” (v. 12). In speaking of homosexu-
ality, the apostle calls it a “shameful” act (Rom. 1:27). 
However, shame is not attached to one or two sins; it is tied 
to all sin. When we sin, we disappoint our Father, reject 
his will, belittle the sacrifice of Jesus, and condemn our 
souls to Hell. There is nothing to be proud of, yet there is 
everything to be ashamed of when we sin. We should abhor 
sin to the point that when we commit it or see it committed, 
we feel a deep shame. As we see many fight for the “right” 
to murder unborn babies, practice and embrace perversion, 
and commit travesties right and left, how do we feel? Are 
we deeply ashamed of mankind, or are we like those of 
Jeremiah’s day who, “were not at all ashamed, neither could 
they blush” (Jer. 6:15)?

Conclusion
Realize that we have escaped the darkness of sin and 

have been set at liberty. Determine not to become entangled 
in it again. Admonish and reprove those that practice law-

Paul’s Discourse On Darkness
David Eldridge 

“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). Unfortunately, many 
people have been blinded from the light of Jesus Christ 
because they live in extreme darkness. By their wicked 
works, they have separated themselves from God, who 
is the source of light (Col. 1:21; 1 John 1:5). Paul, seeing 
the lure of this sinful lifestyle, gives the church at Ephesus 
sundry exhortations and admonitions concerning walking 
in the darkness of the world. We read this discourse in 
Ephesians 5:1-12. 

We Once Lived In Darkness 
In our reading Paul tells the Christians, “ye were 

sometimes darkness” (v. 8). Here he acknowledges the 
universality of sin. At one time all of us walked in darkness, 
loved it, and attested to this by our lawless deeds. Many 
times today people never see the light of the gospel because 
they have never been shown the darkness in which they 
now live. We must never stray away from telling the sinner 
of his sin. People will never see the need for a physician 
if they don’t see the symptoms of their sickness. A person 
will never seek to be found if he is not convinced that he is 
lost. In the same way, one will never see the light unless he 
is caused to first recognize the darkness. Let us never lose 
sight of the deplorable darkness that once was in our lives 
and still may be in that of others (Isa. 53:6; Rom. 3:23; 1 
John 1:8-10). 

Now, Avoid The Darkness 
After acknowledging the former state of the Ephesians, 

the apostle states that now they are to “have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness” (v. 11). In the context 
of this verse, he states the reason. They are now the children 
and followers of God (v.1). As Christians they have been 
sanctified and should act accordingly (v. 3). Although they 
did walk in darkness, now they are the children of light, 
and should so walk in the light (v. 8). If after we have been 
cleansed we walk in darkness any longer, we are lacking 
the fellowship of God, consequently we are lost (1 John continued bottom of next page
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Memory forms an individual’s identity. Much of our 
lives are shaped by what we have learned. We can relate 
to the past — good or bad. We can relate to getting mar-
ried, having children, but when we lose memory we cannot 
relate to any of these things. Memory is essential to hu-
man individuality. Tying the past to the present creates a 
continuing sense of identity. Memory helps to identify who 
we are — our roots.

Several years ago I had the opportunity to go back to the 
community where I was born and where I spent the early 
years of my life. It was a delightful journey back in time. 
I could visualize the men, long since gone, gathered in the 
shade of the old tree, whittling and making conversation, 
waiting for someone to signal that it was time to begin the 
church services.

I remember the three-room schoolhouse, which once 
stood a short distance away, and the happy experiences 
enjoyed there. As I sat in the old meeting house, I sat 
approximately where I sat years ago as a cotton-headed, 
barefoot boy in overalls. I looked across the room to a most 
familiar spot and recalled the features of an old gray-haired 
gentleman who always sat there — one whom I loved very 
much, and followed many a mile — my granddaddy Fite. 
I looked where he always hung his hat and remembered 
vividly the way he prayed.

Memories of childhood flooded my mind as I traversed 
the grounds of the old home place. As I gazed toward a 
corner of the pasture I could envision the small house in 
which I was born. It was there my brother died, and where I 
became deathly ill as the result of slipping a plug of Brown 
Mule chewing tobacco out of my granddaddy’s pocket and 
partaking of it. But now on that spot the green grass grows 
and the cows graze.

I looked at the sycamore trees along side the house re-
membering the hours I played in the shade they afforded. 
It was there I gained my first experience and appreciation 
of the power of a 12 gauge double-barreled shotgun when 

lessness and be ashamed of your own sins as well as their 
sinful deeds. Always remember, “If we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin” (1 John 1:7).
P.O. Box 501, Burkesville, Kentucky 42717

Our Marvelous Memory
Harold Fite

Someone has said, “If you have trouble remembering 
things and you fear you are losing your mind — don’t worry 
about it — just forget it.” While this contains humor, losing 
memory is a serious matter.

Memory is the “power of the mind that retains knowl-
edge acquired by the perception and consciousness of 
the past.” Marjorie Holmes, in her book, You And I And 
Yesterday, said, “man is the only creature whose emotions 
are entangled with his memory.” Memory is the record of 
man’s experience. It is the ability to review the events of 
yesterday, and bring meaning and purpose to present ex-
periences. Without memory we would be ignorant of the 
past and incapable of understanding the present. We would 
be void of lasting impressions; no process of reasoning; no 
conscience nor sense of responsibility.

On a bright February morning, Beverly Slater, then 48, 
stepped off the curb as the traffic light turned green in her 
direction. She was struck by a car, flung onto its hood,  car-
ried 50 feet, and dropped headlong onto the pavement. The 
impact of the collision was so great that her outstretched 
hand left a palm print pressed into the car hood. She 
remained in a coma for four days. When she opened her 
eyes she was surrounded by strangers. Who was this “Hal” 
asking her if she was “all right”? And what did he mean 
by “husband”? Forty-eight years of memory — her entire 
past — was erased instantly on the morning of February 13, 
1980, in Philadelphia. Imagine, waking up some morning 
with no memory of the past!
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both triggers are pulled simultaneously.

I remembered the location of the wash pot in which we 
boiled clothes and made lye soap, and of the time when try-
ing to be of help to my mother — but incapable of reaching 
the wash pot, I dropped various articles of clothing into the 
fire, and burned that which we could ill afford to lose.

Although all trace of it has been removed, I could see 
through my mind’s eye the barn, in which I sat and ate raw 
peanuts by the hour, shelled corn, fed the stock, and upon 
which I sat and contentedly smoked corn silks.

The tank of water where I watered old Nig and Preacher 
(our mules) still looked the same. The pastureland, which 
once grew cotton, presented a picture to me of one sitting 
on a cotton sack on a cool, crisp fall morning, waiting for 
daylight, wondering why his daddy didn’t let him sleep a 
little longer.

I remembered the spot where my dad shot my hound 
dog because he was sucking eggs, and the area around the 
woodpile where I spent many an hour and rode a broom 
stick many a mile while visualizing myself as the hero 
who wore the white hat and rode the magnificent white 
stallion. 

Precious father, loving mother,  
Fly across the lonely years
And old home scenes of my childhood 
In fond memory appear. 

Precious memories, how they linger, 
How they ever flood my soul 
In the stillness of the midnight 
Precious, sacred scenes unfold.

Now these things identify me. This is who I am — my 
roots. Without memory I am a nobody. Memories can 
help us live in the present and future. God called upon his 
people to remember the past to secure obedience to the 
future (Deut. 8:1, 2).

We must remember our spiritual roots. Look back to 
when you were “dead through trespasses and sins,” without 
God and no hope of heaven. How you were saved from past 
sins by the grace of God coupled with faith (Eph. 2:1-8). 
You became a new creature in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). We 
must always remember our cleansing from old sins (2 Pet. 
1:8). This reminds us who we are (our spiritual roots). We 
are children of God by faith in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:26). We 
have been bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:20); our citizenship 
is in heaven (Phil. 3:20ff).

Our memory will play a part in judgment as God calls 
upon us to “remember” (Luke 16:25).

How wonderful that memory lingers still.

P.O. Box 1699, Mountain View, Arkansas 72560

  

The Preacher

He paused and looked outside,
  unaware of the time of day,
Patiently searching the scriptures
  for what they had to say.

He knew the significance of study
  and was confident that he would find
The truth of the Word imparted
  for all of mankind.

He diligently examined each passage
  to discern right from wrong.
The sun was slowly setting
  as his day grew long.

His wife passed by the doorway
  and he turned and looked her way.
She started to ask him to rest awhile,
  but smiled and walked away.

She realized the importance of his study
  and trusted him to stop when he could.
Sometimes he pushed himself too hard
  but, his reasons for doing so were good.

Oh, sometimes he was late for supper
  and there were times he didn’t come at all.
But, she knew when it came down to it,
  he answered to a much higher call.

Forrest Morris
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womb of Mary which has become somewhat of a modern 
idol for many “Christians.” This church is divided among 
the Roman Catholic, the Greek Orthodox and Armenian 
denominations and conflicts occur among them over control 
of the building at various times.

Also located here are the Field of Boaz and Shepherds’ 
Field, Rachel’s Tomb (built in 1860 by Moses Montefiore, a 
Jewish philanthropist), and King David’s wells. These sites 

are not authenticated but one 
can get a sense of the terrain 
where these important Bible 
events occurred by being in 
the area.

Here are some important 
events that happened at Beth-
lehem:

•  Bethlehem first appears 
in the Scriptures, nearly 2000 
years before Jesus, as the 
burial place of Rachel (Gen. 
35:19, 48).

•  It is mentioned as one of 
the towns captured by Joshua (Josh. 19:15).

• The judge Ibzan was from here and was buried here 
(Judg. 12:8, 10).

• The story of Ruth occurs in Bethlehem (Ruth 1:1).
•     David was from Bethlehem and there was anointed 

king (1 Sam. 16:4; 2 Sam. 23:15). It was from the well of 
Bethlehem that David longed for water when his mighty 
men broke through the lines of the Philistines to get it for 
him.

• Asahel was buried here (2 Sam. 2:32).
• Rehoboam strengthened Bethlehem (2 Chron. 11:6).
• Micah foretold that the Christ would be born there and 

he was (Mic. 5:2; Matt. 2:1, 5). There the shepherds came 
to worship him (Luke 2:4).

• Herod the Great slew the male babies under two years 

Bethlehem
Mike Willis

Bethlehem is first mentioned outside the Scriptures in 
a 14th century B.C. letter from the king of Jerusalem who 
wrote to his Egyptian overlord asking for archers to help 
him recover Bit-Lahmi which had seceded from his dy-
nasty (Amarna Letters, quoted in Oxford Archaeological 
Guides 199).

Bethlehem is best remembered by Christians as the place 
where Jesus was born and where Herod the Great slaugh-
tered the innocent babies 
under two years old in his 
attempt to kill the Messiah. 
Bethlehem is located six 
miles south of Jerusalem. 
Since the second century, 
men have been identifying 
a cave at Bethlehem as the 
site of the birth of Jesus 
(Justin, Protoevangelium 
of James). From Hadrian’s 
time (A.D. 135) to the reign 
of Con- stantine (about 180 
years), the site was over-
shadowed by paganism. On 
May 31, 339, the first church building was dedicated on 
the site of Jesus’ birth. In 384 Jerome took up residence 
in Bethlehem, which led to its become a monastic center. 
Jerome worked from this church building to translate the 
Bible from Hebrew into Latin (Vulgate). This translation 
became the official Bible of the Catholic church for the 
next 1500 years.

In A.D. 529, Emperor Justianian ordered the destruction 
of the older building and the construction of a new building 
to mark the birth of Jesus (the Grotto [cave] of the Nativ-
ity). That 6th century church building built by the Emperor 
Justinian remains essentially as it was built, although the 
roof and floor have been replaced several times. Known 
as the Church of the Nativity (one of the oldest churches 
in the world and the oldest in Israel), this church has a 
silver star to mark the place where Jesus came out of the 6567 Kings Ct., Danville, Indiana 46122
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himself is holy, and he looks for this same wonderful qual-
ity in those who would be his servants: “. . . but like as he 
who called you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all 
manner of living; because it is written, Ye shall be holy; 
for I am holy” (1 Pet. 1:15, 16). It is the most important 
adornment of those who proffer spiritual affection upon 
the living God.

But this brings up what we consider to be an interesting 
point. If God expects those who worship him to do so in 

“the beauty of holiness,” what does 
this mean for those who otherwise 
grace his presence? And, since the 
answer to this question is so patently 
obvious, we would inquire as to what 
sorts of things we might do to insult 
and dishonor him, or to cause an af-
front or an indignity to his majesty? 
The Bible, in fact, speaks of several 
situations which would definitely 
outrage the holiness of God. Let us 
speak briefly of them below: 

1. Unholy Living is an Affront to 
the Beauty of Holiness. When the 
prophet Isaiah appeared in the Holy 

Presence of God in Isaiah 6, he felt embarrassed and 
alarmed that he was standing in such a Holy Place with 
such a Holy One. The text reads as follows: “In the year 
that king Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple. Above him 
stood the seraphim: each one had six wings; with twain he 
covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and 
with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, 
Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of hosts: the whole earth is full 
of his glory. And the foundations of the thresholds shook at 
the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with 

“Worship the Lord in the Beauty  
of Holiness”

Daniel H. King

Consider for a moment the importance of that which 
takes place in worship: man approaches his Creator and 
Redeemer in an act of contrition, veneration and adoration. 
It is as if he has made an approach into the throne room 
of the greatest King that has ever been. If he were to enter 
the chambers of a mere human king, he would expect to 
dress in his very finest, not to appear in sloppy clothing, 
unkempt or unbathed, but to look his best. He would do 
this because the occasion is special, and the person he is 
about to enter into fellowship with is extra special. Now, 
if this be so in the case of a mere human 
being, how much more so as he makes 
his appearance before the Lord of all the 
universe, Master of all creation! There 
is nothing casual or ordinary about the 
circumstances of that which we have 
just described. The casual nature of so 
much of modern “worship” is therefore 
completely out of order and inappropri-
ate to the occasion which is associated 
with religious devotion.

Drawing nigh to God is very seri-
ous business, when considered in the 
light of biblical teaching. It must not 
be done without adequate preparation 
or due reverence. David declared in Psalm 29:2, “Give the 
Lord the glory due unto his name; worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness.” The glory that is due to God’s name 
is an appropriate present for God’s people to set before the 
Maker and Preserver of the universe as they come to him 
in worship. Also, however, according to this text, those 
who worship the Lord are expected to come before him in 
what the author calls “the beauty of holiness.” Holiness is 
beautiful in the eyes of God, as per this text, and he expects 
that as we come to him in our various acts of devotion we 
shall be arrayed in what he describes as “holiness.” God 
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smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because 
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, 
Jehovah of hosts” (vv. 1-5). 

The prophet was humiliated and broken at recognizing 
his undone condition in the presence of the Holy One of 
Israel. Further, he knew that something needed to be done 
to cleanse him of his transgressions and his sins, so one of 
the angels went into swift action: “Then flew one of the 
seraphim unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he 
had taken with the tongs from off the altar: and he touched 
my mouth with it, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; 
and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin forgiven” 
(vv. 6-7). There is a most valuable lesson couched in this 
beautiful description of the divine and human encounter. 
We understand that today the unconverted sinner comes to 
a state of holiness by belief, repentance, confession, and 
baptism (cf. Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom. 10:10; 1 Pet. 
3:21), and that the Christian who has fallen into sin may 
have forgiveness through repentance, confession and prayer 
(cf. Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:9).

Many people today do not understand what an affront it 
is to God to worship him while they are engaged in wilful 
and unrepentant transgression of his will. It is an insult 
and a disgrace! The Lord will never accept such worship! 
Sin needs to be atoned for and repented of before one may 
expect his worship to be received. The atonement God 
himself has provided through the death of his only begotten 
Son (Rom. 5:8-11). The repentance is upon our part, and 
may not be neglected (Acts 3:19). We cannot merely allow 
enough time to pass, or even go to a different locality where 
the sin was not committed. God yet knows the condition 
of our hearts and the guilt upon our souls. It still separates 
us from our Maker (Isa. 19:1, 2). We must worship God in 
the beauty of holiness.

2. Worship Which is of Human Origin is an Affront to 
the Beauty of Holiness. I know that this may be a complete 
surprise to some who may read this. In the present era 
such a pronouncement may appear crude and unkind, but 
the fact that it came from the lips of Jesus ought to lend it 
some small amount of credibility: “Ye hypocrites, well did 
Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, This people honoreth me 
with their lips; But their heart is far from me. But in vain do 
they worship me, teaching (as their) doctrines the precepts 
of men” (Matt. 15:7-9). In the time of Isaiah, and then later 
in the days of the Christ himself, some men made up their 
own rules in religion, and did so believing that God would 
be pleased with whatever religious activities they offered 
to God. The bottom line is that the Lord was not nearly so 
pleased with their religion as they were. In fact, if we are 
to believe what Jesus said, he was not pleased at all.

We need to learn the important lesson which this Scrip-

ture was intended to teach. As God’s creatures, we cannot 
strike out upon our own and make up our own rules as 
we go along. God will not be satisfied with such religion. 
Those who depart from Holy Scripture in their approach 
to religious work and worship ought to be put on notice 
that people who went before them in these rebellious ways 
offered their worship in vain. God wants to be worshiped 
in the beauty of holiness, and worship is not holy, is not 
sanctified, unless it is derived from the New Testament 
which is the written word of Christ! 

3. Hypocritical, Judgmental Attitudes toward others are 
an Affront to the Beauty of Holiness. Jesus condemned the 
Pharisees for these insufferable qualities in their approach 
to religious piety: “Then spake Jesus to the multitudes and 
to his disciples, saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 
Moses seat: all things therefore whatsoever they bid you, 
(these) do and observe: but do not ye after their works; 
for they say, and do not. Yea, they bind heavy burdens and 
grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; 
but they themselves will not move them with their finger. 
But all their works they do to be seen of men . . .” (Matt. 
23:1-5). How can one be “holy” when he hates his fellow 
man? How can one be “holy” when he refuses to live by the 
standard which he attempts to force upon others? How can 
one be “holy” when he is hypocritical and judgmental in his 
attitudes toward his brothers and sisters in Christ? These are 
all questions which the Lord’s words engender. God wants 
us to worship him in the “beauty of holiness,” not with the 
unkind and hateful attitudes of the Pharisees.

Certainly there are a number of other points which we 
might add to this list, as they would also pertain to this 
important text. But these three applications are assuredly 
relevant to our own lives today. If worship is worth doing 
at all, then it is worth doing right. Thus, as David so ably 
said in his great Psalm: “Worship the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness.”

P.O. Box 148335, Nashville, Tennessee 37214
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In our day, some of our own preaching brethren are be-
ginning give forth uncertain doctrinal sounds. Some have 
correctly said that sin is wrong, but then justify maintaining 
fellowship with those in error. Others have turned from 
preaching the simple gospel of Christ to more dramatic 
and sensational sermons. For example, some swell up to 
the verge of tears or give lengthy biographical histories that 
glorify men, others tell moving stories that tug at your heart 
and emotions. Some have cute sayings that make our ears 
tingle, like “Let’s have a love affair with the Lord!” Are 
such things fitting for the distinctive message of God’s Son? 
Are these an indication of sound judgment and glorifying 
Christ? Or are these things which the denominations have 
practiced and found pleasing? Is this not a shift in emphasis 
to glorying in fleshly things, in emotions and seeing what 
reactions we can provoke in others?

Now some may say that this is an unfair judgement of 
men. And I will certainly admit that I am not above making 
mistakes in judgment. Yet, what are we to emphasize in 
our preaching? Does faith come from seeing an emotional 
display or from the word of God (Rom. 10:17)? Are we 
to be careful with our words (Matt. 12:36-37) or shall we 
speak things which send mixed and unclear messages 
(Eph. 4:29)? 

Sure, these may well respond, “But that is only your 
mind thinking that, I didn’t mean what you thought . . .” 
But are we ignorant of what such phrases suggest? Surely 
not. We are not to be of the world, but we certainly are not 
ignorant of what goes on in the world. Let us rather be wise 
as serpents and innocent as doves (Matt. 10:16). 

Another area that we can apply the principle of need-
ing a distinctive sound is when we talk to those among 
the denominations. How many of them teach the clear, 
unadulterated message of God which leads to salvation? 
I dare say none. All denominations make some alteration 
and raise some point (usually many) that contradicts the 
Scriptures. And so, they sound forth a diluted and polluted 
message.

Often times, the cry is that there are saved in every de-

The Need for a Distinctive Message

Douglas W. Hill

In so many ways in life, the need for a distinctive mes-
sage is very evident to us. When a train whistle blows as 
it approaches a crossing, we know that it is a warning of 
danger. When the signal-light turns yellow and then red, 
we also know that we are to slow down and stop. When 
someone blows his car horn, we know we had better look 
where we are going. These clear signals help guide us away 
from certain particular perils.

Paul speaks of the principle of having distinctive, mean-
ingful messages in 1 Corinthians 14:7-8. He lists here the 
examples of lifeless musical instruments. If one should 
give an unclear sound, how shall we know what was played 
or why? Also, if a trumpet gives an uncertain sound, who 
will know whether to prepare for war, to retreat, or if it is 
time for “mess hall”?  Indeed, unclear sounds only lead 
to confusion.

You may, rightly, ask, “What does this have to do with 
the gospel?” Actually, it has much to do with it. In the con-
text of 1 Corinthians 14, Paul applies this same principle to 
that of teaching others. He says, “So also ye, unless ye utter 
by the tongue speech easy to be understood, how shall it be 
known what is spoken? For ye will be speaking into the air” 
(1 Cor. 14:9). The problem at Corinth was that some were 
using the miraculous gift of speaking in tongues to glorify 
self and not to edify others. They would stand forth and 
speak in a foreign language which no one else there knew. 
Also, they did not use an interpreter so that others would 
be edified. This made their use of the gift a self glorifying 
and pointless sound. Paul here tells the Corinthians not to 
act this way.

In applying the principle to our day, we should first apply 
it to ourselves. Since we are to edify ourselves and teach 
others the gospel, we should be sure to do so in an under-
standable manner. Sometimes (by lack of sufficient study, 
or through lack of interest) we are not prepared to sound 
forth “the power of God unto salvation” in a clear way 
(Rom. 1:16; 2 Tim. 2:15). At other times, fear may hinder 
us in “confessing Christ” as we ought (Matt. 10:32-33). 
Whatever the reason, we need to make some corrections 
and faithfully declare the word of God.
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act of self-limitation, the eternal 
second person of the Trinity was said 
to have divested himself of the rela-
tive attributes when he assumed the 
limitations of space and time. Having 
given up the divine form of existence 
for a creaturely form of existence, 
Jesus acquired a genuinely human 
consciousness and passed through all 
the stages of normal human develop-
ment.” Further, “if the Son of God 
had retained the so-called relative 
attributes, he could not have lived a 
truly human existence.”5

We readily accept and affirm the 
first tradition, one handed down 
from God. It is true, as God’s word 
is true (John 17:17). The second and 
third traditions are traditions of men,6 
which we reject and hereafter refer to 
as (1) the two-spirit position and (2) 
the kenotic, or divested God, position. 
These latter two traditions (positions) 
have been introduced among God’s 
people in this present time, but in re-
verse order, the third tradition (kenotic 
position) being first introduced and 
then the second (two-spirit position). I 
have debated both positions and have 
published much material in refutation 
of both. 

The Kenotic Tradition
The kenotic position is bankrupt 

and needs no further response. Its 
principal advocate, John Welch, has 
admitted to having taught error in the 
theory’s basic premises: on the deity 

 Jesus Christ: God and Man
Gene Frost

There are three major views currently being espoused con-
cerning the incarnation of Jesus Christ. These are historical 
traditions, two of which have been introduced within the past 
few years among the churches of Christ. All three traditions 
affirm that Jesus was manifest in a body of flesh. Differences 
concern the nature of the divine Spirit in that body and his 
relationship to it.

1. The first and oldest tradition is 
that God in the person of Jesus was 
tabernacled in a body, just as the spir-
its of all men are. The divine Spirit, 
being immutably God, retained the 
fullness of his deity or Godhood in 
the body that was prepared for him. 
He experienced all that relates to 
the body: hunger, thirst, weariness, 
suffering, pain, etc. He exercised his 
divine powers only as compatible 
with his role as servant and the life he 
lived as a man. He was God manifest 
in the flesh. He suffered death in the 
same way that all men die: his Spirit 
departed from the body. His death 
constituted a sacrificial offering of his 
body for our sins.1 

2. The second tradition is that 
Jesus, as a man, in his humanity 
had a human spirit and, as God, he 
is Spirit. The two, the eternal Spirit 
and the human spirit, were united in 
the womb of Mary. Thus, as regards 
his Godhead he existed before the 
ages, but yet as regards his manhood 
he was begotten of Mary. Thus, “He 
is perfect in Godhead and perfect in 

manhood, very God and very man,” 
having the same substance or essential 
nature “with the Father as touching his 
Godhead, and … with us as touching 
His manhood…”2

3. The third tradition is that the 
divine Spirit “abandoned his attributes 
of deity, such as omnipotence, omni-
science, and cosmic sovereignty, in 
order to become a man.”3 Within this 
tradition there is a variance. (a) Some 
interpret Philippians 2:7 “in the sense 
that the Logos gave up all the divine 
attributes, laid aside his deity, and so 
was transmuted into a man.” They 
insist “that when the Son became a 
man, not only did he lay aside all the 
divine perfections, but, initially at 
least, he had no consciousness of his 
Logos-nature, no longer experienced 
the mutual indwelling of the Father 
and the Spirit, and ceased to govern 
the universe.”4 (b) Others distinguish 
“between God’s relative attributes 
(omnipotence, omnipresence, omni-
science) and his immanent attributes 
(holiness, power, truth, love). In an 
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and the divinity of Christ. Deity and 
divinity are correlative terms, defin-
ing the state of being God and the 
qualities that constitute that state. One 
does not exist without the other. His 
original contention, which gave rise 
to our controversy with him, was that 
the Word in coming to earth divested 
himself of his deity or Godhood. He 
stated, “He divested himself of the 
glory, honor, divinity, godhood and 
became subject to the Father as a man. 
Whatever qualities and characteristics 
had been his as divine were foregone. 
Whatever privileges and powers there 
might have been were stripped from 
him. He was a man” (Faith and Facts, 
April 1987, 100).

“Godhood,” from the Greek the-
otes, is otherwise translated “deity,” 
meaning the state of being God. To 
state that Jesus divested, gave up, sur-
rendered, abdicated, or was stripped 
of his Godhood or deity is to say that 
he was no longer God, but became 
in full point of fact just a man. This 
statement, quoted above, John Welch 
confessed in our debate in Louisville, 
in June 1995, to be false. “It was 
wrong.” “Wrong! One hundred per-
cent wrong!” “It’s false!” “Error!”7

However, he continued to argue 
that Jesus was in full point of fact a 
man, and argued that the attributes 
of God were stripped from him. He 
argued that God can surrender the at-
tributes that make him God and still be 
God, a God stripped of the attributes, 
powers and qualities of God. So Jesus 
was God stripped of the qualities, 
prerogatives, and powers that make 
him God, so that he became a man no 
different from other men. He taught:

Ladies and gentlemen, Jesus Christ 
did not give up his divinity for just 
33 years. He gave it up for all time  . 
. . for all time! (September 19, 1989, 
Ontario, Canada.)

We continued to expose this er-
ror, as we did in the debate, showing 
that deity and divinity are correlative 
terms; that one cannot be without 

the other. Where there is deity, there 
are the attributes of deity (divinity); 
where all the divine attributes (divin-
ity) reside, there is deity. You cannot 
have one without the other. 

Finally, in 1996, he acknowledged 
that saying Jesus divested his divinity 
is also wrong. “I made the statement 
quoted above. It was wrong.” Further, 
“it is not the truth.” “I am sorry for 
having made the statement. I have 
changed my mind about the truth 
concerning it.”8

For the most part, the proponents of 
the kenotic position are quiet as far as 
any serious discussion of the basic is-
sue is concerned. Rather, there seems 
to be an effort to minimize the contro-
versy, even to suggesting that there is 
no real or serious problem, no serious 
differences between brethren.

The Two-Spirit Tradition
The two-spirit tradition was in-

troduced among us in 1995 by Jack 
L. Holt, and we debated it in Temple 
Terrace, Florida, August 11-14, 1997. 
The material used in this discussion is 
published in a booklet, The Humanity 
of Jesus. The tradition continues to be 
advocated and taught, though not as 
diligently.

Instead of a serious discussion of 
this issue, the proponents of this po-
sition appear to be aligning with the 
kenotic theorists in trying to convince 
brethren that there are no real differ-
ences between the three traditions.

Is There A Real Problem?
The reason I am writing further 

on the subject at this time is because 
of an effort to obscure and minimize 
the seriousness of these controversies 
concerning the deity of Christ on 
earth. After having discussed these 
issues for years, the tack now seems 
to be to avoid further discussion by 
pretending that there is no real dif-
ferences between us. In fact, some 
have expressed the idea that there is 
no issue because they have been led 
to believe that everyone basically be-

lieves the same thing. This has been 
accomplished, in part, by a cleverly 
written slogan, which is ambiguous 
enough that everyone can subscribe 
to it when he puts his own definition 
to the terms.

The Statement
Jesus was God as God is and man 
as man ought to be.
Those of a biblical persuasion 

could accept this statement if the 
terms are legitimately defined. Jesus 
on earth was God as God is — pos-
sessing and in full command of his 
divine attributes, characteristics and 
power. He was no stripped-down 
God. And he was man as he ought 
to be — a spirit (in the likeness of 
God; in this case the spirit is God, in 
whose likeness we are) tabernacled 
in a body of flesh. And since no man 
has two spirits residing in his body, 
the one spirit in Jesus was the Word 
(John 1:1-3). Do the “stripped-down 
God” advocates and the “two-spirit” 
advocates agree with this statement 
properly defined?

Those who promote a stripped 
down version of God in the person of 
Jesus can likewise accept the state-
ment if they define the terms. Jesus 
on earth was God — a mutable God9 
whose “attributes all were changed”10 
so that “Jesus developed in his spirit 
just like John the Baptist did,”11 and 
as all men do. And he was a man as 
he ought to be — a man as all other 
men are, a man no different than other 
men. If this is what the statement 
conveys, then the statement is false. 
This statement that “Jesus was God as 
God is and man as man ought to be” 
was first introduced, according to my 
knowledge, by the kenotic theorists in 
an effort to make it appear that there 
is no real difference, that the whole 
controversy was much ado about 
nothing.

And now the two-spirit advocates 
use the statement to suggest that we all 
believe the same thing. However, they 
define the terms to mean that Jesus 
was God as God is — in Him indeed 
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dwelled the fullness of the Godhead, which includes all of 
the attributes, characteristics, prerogatives, and power of 
God. No problem here. But He was a man as man ought to 
be — a finite spirit in a body shared with God (the Word). 
Of course, this is not “man as he ought to be” — I know 
of no man with two or more spirits residing in his body. I 
know of no one who thinks every man ought to have two 
spirits! To pretend that when they say that “Jesus was God 
as God is and man as man ought to be,” they are saying what 
everyone else is saying is not true and it is deceptive!

Any statement that can be used to set forth different 
and conflicting beliefs is useless at best and harmful at its 
worst. With its ambiguity it says nothing. In that it is used 
to support traditions of error as being harmonious with 
truth, it is pernicious in effect. It is used by those who seek 
to effect a compromise of the truth.

The Present Effort
The two-spirit advocates are deceptive in using the state-

ment; without explanation it does not express what they 
believe. An occasion of this is the purpose of this article, 
as I now turn to the latest (to my knowledge) effort to 
promote the theory in an inoffensive way, while planting 
the seeds of heresy.

In the January (1999) issue of Truth Magazine, our es-
teemed brother Elmer Moore published an article entitled, 
“The Humanity of Christ.” If one is familiar with the 
concept and terminology of the two-spirit position, he can 
clearly see that our brother is promoting the idea that when 
Mary gave birth to Jesus, she gave birth to a man (spirit and 
body) in whom the Word, as a second spirit, resided.

Elmer Moore’s article is in two parts: the first part deals 
with the humanity of Jesus, and the second part with his 
temptations. He is not forthright in affirming that God (the 
Word), in becoming a man, shared a body with a created 
spirit. His argumentation necessarily leads to that conclu-
sion, which he leaves to the reader to draw. Those who are 
not familiar with the two-spirit concept will conclude that 
surely he is describing Jesus as a divine Spirit tabernacled 
in a body, while those who accept the concept of two spirits 
in the body will find comfort in what he says. Let him tell 
us plainly, without equivocation, that two spirits were in 
the body of Jesus. That he does, we will demonstrate.

Ambiguity and equivocation allow the true and full 
concept of the two-spirit concept to go undetected  . . . for a 
time, until it is exposed or until those drawn into it are made 
to understand it clearly. Those who closely followed the 
presentation of the two-spirit tradition, as espoused by Jack 
Holt, understand clearly what I am saying. For a time, our 
brother ridiculed the charge that he believed in two spirits. 
He accused those who opposed him of charging him with 
believing that “Jesus had two spirits.” This misled many 

until we detected that by “Jesus” he meant “God,” and so 
he ridiculed the idea that God had two spirits, which would 
equal three spirits! Of course, no one charged him with 
believing that there were three spirits in the body, but by 
misrepresenting us he was able to make some think that he 
did not believe in the two-spirit tradition. However, when 
stated clearly that his concept is: there were two spirits in 
the body of Jesus, the obfuscation ceased.

Understand the issue: we oppose the concept that in the 
body of Jesus, along with (what they refer to as) a “human 
spirit” there was the divine Spirit (the Word), who was in 
control. The concept has many ramifications.12

We look now at the present argumentation, as pre-
sented in the article, “The Humanity of Christ,” by Elmer 
Moore.

In the first paragraph, he argues that Jesus, being in 
the likeness of man, means he was not in similarity, but 
sameness with mankind in general. He states, “When men 
argue that Jesus being in the likeness of men does not mean 
anything more than similarity; that likeness does not mean 
sameness, we need to take a look at what the New Testa-
ment actually states about Jesus.” If he were considering 
only one spirit in Jesus, and contends that it was not just 
like, similar, to the spirits of other men, but is the same, 
then he would be affirming that the spirit of Jesus was 
stripped of divine qualities. This is the kenotic concept. But 
he does not believe this. The other alternative to his argu-
ment is that the spirit in the body of Jesus was indeed the 
same as other men — Jesus had a created spirit. But then 
the divine Spirit (the Word) was not the same – “He had 
all the attributes of God.” Hence, two spirits! Of course, to 
necessarily conclude the two spirit concept, he has to argue 
that “likeness” means “sameness” because one divine Spirit 
in the body of Jesus would make him “like” (similar to) 
other men, but not the same (conforming in every detail). 
So his argument centers around the word “likeness.”

Jesus “was made in the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:7). 
“Likeness” is a translation of the Greek term, homoioma, 
which is defined as: “Likeness, shape, similitude, re-
semblance.”13 The word is used five times: Philippians 
2:7; Romans 1:23; 5:14; 6:5 and 8:3. Note the word in 
context:

1. Romans 1:23 —  “And changed the glory of the un-
corruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, 
and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.” 
Were these icons or statues the same as actual men, birds, 
and beasts, or were they similar to or resembling them? 
Likeness is not sameness.

2. Romans 5:14 — “Nevertheless death reigned from 
Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after 
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the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of 
him that was to come.” Does death reign only over those 
who committed the same transgression as Adam? Or, do 
men sin in a similar way to Adam?

3. Romans 6:5 — “For if we have been planted together 
in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness 
of his resurrection . . .” Are we planted in the same death of 
Jesus, and then raised in the same resurrection as his, when 
we are baptized? Or is this death and resurrection similar 
to that of Jesus, not actual but figurative?

4. Romans 8:3 — “For what the law could not do, in 
that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned 
sin in the flesh . . .”

“Sinful flesh” is a translation of two nouns in the genitive 
case, used as an adjective to modify “likeness,” i.e., sinful 
flesh’s likeness.14 The flesh is sinful, i.e., guilty of sin or 
marked by sin. Jesus came to save men defiled by sin. They 
were not born that way. Babies and children do not have 
sinful flesh. Jesus did not have sinful flesh. “Likeness” is 
very significant. If Paul had wanted to say that Jesus was 
born in the flesh the same as other men, he could have said 
Jesus “came in flesh,” as it is in 1 John 4:2 and 1 Timothy 
3:16. Jesus experienced in his body what other men do, 
except he knew no sin. He came in the likeness of men 
guilty of sin, but he did not have the sin. If Jesus came in the 
same sinful flesh, he would be a sinner as others (and born 
a sinner at that!) . . . and that is not true (1 Pet. 2:22)!

To raise the questions is to answer them. Likeness does 
not mean sameness.

To beg the question, if our brother were correct in his 
assertion that likeness means sameness, then consider 
the consequences of his argument. Man is made in the 
likeness of God (Gen. 1:26). Is man the same as God, or 
similar to God? If the same, this would mean that we are 
God. Really?

Our brother states more clearly his two-spirit concept 
when he says: “The Bible description of man, who was 
created in the image of God, is a proper description of the 
humanity of Jesus.”

It was the spirit of man that was created in God’s im-
age. Yet, man is not God, does not possess “all of the 
attributes of God,” which describes deity. This created, 
finite spirit accounts for his humanity, we are told. At the 
same time, in the body of Jesus was God — “he had all the 
attributes of God.” This Spirit is not created, but is eternal 
and infinite. Therefore, in the body of Jesus there was the 
divine Spirit, and a created spirit — two spirits! The two 
are not to be confused; they are separate and distinct. The 

conclusion is drawn from inference, an inference based 
upon assumption.

Man is a being consisting of body and spirit (Gen. 1:26; 
2:7; Eccl. 12:7; Jas. 2:26). When the Spirit, which is God, 
determined to come in the likeness of man, He did not need 
a spirit . . . He is a spirit (John 4:24). Man’s spirit is in the 
likeness of God — not the same in that all of the attributes 
of God are infinite; man is finite. All that the Word (God) 
needed to be a man is a body . . . and it was this that God 
prepared (Heb. 10:5). The Father did not prepare for the 
Word both a body and a spirit. If so, where is the passage? I 
know a body was prepared; God says so. That a finite spirit 
was also prepared is a matter of theological speculation.

Where does the Bible say that in the body of Jesus there 
were two spirits? Every reference to the spirit of Jesus is 
singular, not plural. The idea of plurality is derived, not 
from Scripture, but from the historic theology of those 
who speculated about it and developed the two-spirit doc-
trine in the fifth century. Without Scripture the theology 
is bankrupt.

It is strange that our brother says that he does “not know 
how he (Jesus) was both God and man,” after telling us 
that he was God because the spirit in his body was God, 
and he was man because in his body was a spirit created in 
God’s image. Yet he has “no desire to try to explain how 
that happened” and avers that the “Bible declares it.” We 
request not that he tell us “how,” just show us where God 
says “that happened.” Where does the Bible declare that in 
the body of Jesus, along with God (the Word) there was a 
“created spirit.” Our brother says, “I accept it by faith.” If 
he speaks of the faith that comes from hearing God’s word, 
we ask for the reference. If there is no Scripture, then it is 
a matter of opinion. If there is any faith in such a doctrine, 
it is a faith in the theologians that devised it.

Without any clear statement that in the body of Jesus 
there were two spirits, my friend Elmer again tries to find 
it in an inference. To him, “flesh” is used figuratively for 
“a human being.” God made (for) him a human being, is 
his argument. It is not enough that God prepared for him 
a body, for he says, “The language of John 1:14 does not 
state (that) he was clothed with flesh; it declares that he 
was made flesh (KJV), or became flesh (ASV).”

This is the traditional argument: “But we must note at the 
same time that this is a figure of speech, for in the word flesh 
the whole man is included. Apollo was therefore foolish to 
imagine that Christ was clothed with a human body without 
a soul.”15 The tradition is Catholic and Calvinistic.

In response, we note first that it is assumed that to be 
made flesh does not allow being “clothed with flesh.” 
However, that his Spirit was clothed (“to cover as with 
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clothing”) with flesh is clearly set forth in Scripture. In 
his incarnation, we have noted that the Father prepared 
for him a body (Heb. 10:5), and it was in this body that he 
offered himself as a sacrifice for our sins (Heb. 10:10). As 
human beings, our spirits are covered in a body of flesh. To 
put it another way, our bodies are tabernacles in which we 
live (2 Cor. 5:1-8; 2 Pet. 1:13-15; 2 Cor. 12:3). The body 
is referred to as a temple (1 Cor. 6:19). The spirit is within 
(Dan. 7:15; Isa. 26:9; Pss. 142:3; 143:4). Even so, Jesus’ 
body was a temple in which his spirit dwelled. He told the 
Jews, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up. Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple 
in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But he 
spake of the temple of his body” (John 2:19-21).

Now to John 1:14 — “And the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us . . .” It is noted that “flesh” here is a 
synecdoche, which means it is put for “man, a human be-
ing.”16 He was “made,” i.e., he “came to be” a man. The 
verb (ginomai) here is used: “As implying a change of 
state, condition, or passing from one state to another, to 
become, to enter upon any state, condition.” It is “spoken 
of persons or things which receive any new character or 
form.”17 Notice that the Word himself became a man, 
entered this new state or form. The text does not say that 
flesh, or a man, was made for the Word, to indicate that the 
Word indwelled a human being, but the Word was made 
flesh, i.e., he received a new form, that of a man. 

The same argument is made concerning “flesh and 
blood”: “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same . . .” (Heb. 2:14). The phrase is a periphrasis for the 
whole animal nature of man, the material nature as distin-
guished from the spiritual and intangible. To say that the 
expression simply refers to a “human being” is to confuse 
the definition. “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption” (1 Cor. 
15:50). This does not mean that human beings cannot go 
to heaven; rather the material nature, the materiality that 
corrupts, is not fitted for the spiritual realm of heaven. 
God (the Word) was housed in a physical, material body, 
and thereby shared (koinoneo) in the material nature of 
mankind. This a far cry from saying that the Word moved 
into a human being, a person of body and spirit, so as to 
conclude that two spirits were in the body. No, there is just 
one spirit in the body. God (pure spirit, invisible to man) 
was the one manifested (made visible, clear, or known) in 
flesh (1 Tim. 3:16).

Why The Two-Spirit Position?
The Kenotic position and the Two-spirit position have 

one thing in common, which explains an apparent affinity 
they hold for each other, even though there are serious 
doctrinal differences. Both demand that Jesus be finite in 
spirit, whether stripped of all divine attributes or whether 

a finite spirit coexisted with the Word. Jesus had to be a 
man with a finite spirit in order “to satisfy justice that de-
mands,” they claim, “(spiritual) death as the penalty of sin.” 
The wages of sin is spiritual death, i.e., separation from 
God18 (Rom. 6:23). Jesus had “to die as a man” to become 
a redeemer. And Jesus had to be man, in body and spirit, 
in order to prove that a man does not have to sin. They 
denigrate my Lord in order to prove what the Scriptures 
can easily prove. 

In an effort to shift the issue from the nature of Jesus, 
both positions pretend that the “real issue is ‘Does man 
have to sin?’” It is not so, and we have exposed the effort 
over and over again. 

John Welch made the charge when we first challenged 
his teaching: “Much of this controversy has been a smoke-
screen to disguise the incursion of a false doctrine by 
creating a false issue” (Faith and Facts, October 1990, 
347). Once Welch set afoot the false charge, it has continued 
to circulate. And now brother Moore repeats it: “I firmly 
believe that all the furor that has arisen about the deity and 
humanity of Christ is a diversion from the real problem. 
The real issue is ‘Does man have to sin?’” Of course, the 
charge is false. I have written in opposition to the conten-
tion, have preached against it, and actively opposed an 
attempt to introduce neo-Calvinism in Louisville. I have 
written evidence of my position, dating back to 1962. To 
say that I oppose the denigration of my Lord as an effort 
to create a false issue or to avoid confrontation with neo-
Calvinism is ridiculous. We can shake hands in agreeing 
that man does not have to sin, but I cannot accept either a 
stripped-down God or double-spirited Jesus. 

Rather than being diverted from the issue at hand, as 
much as I am tempted to proceed, we defer any comments 
about the second part of his article until another study. 
We have addressed the basic concept upon which other 
ramifications are built. Of course, with the base refuted the 
superstructure collapses. Our purpose in this review is to 
expose the effort to introduce the two-spirit concept and 
then to refute its error.

Conclusion
In the body of Jesus there was one spirit, and every ref-

erence uses the singular to describe it. Every reference is 
to “spirit” (singular) and never “spirits” (plural). Observe 
references to Jesus (emphasis added):

Mark 2:8 — “And immediately when Jesus perceived 
in his spirit that they so reasoned . . .”

Mark 8:12 — “And he sighed deeply in his spirit . . .”
Luke 10:21 — “In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit . . 

.”
Luke 23:46 — “And when Jesus had cried with a loud 

voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit 
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. . .”
John 11:33 — “When Jesus therefore saw her weeping 

. . . he groaned in the spirit . . .”
John 13:21 — “When Jesus had thus said, he was 

troubled in spirit . . .”

The Jesus, whom I worship and serve, is God (John 1:1-
2), for whom a body was prepared and in which he lived 
as a man while on the earth. As God, in him dwelled the 
fullness of deity, with all the powers and attributes, though 
not fully displayed, but veiled and exercised in his role of 
a servant. Without violating this purpose, he remembered 
who he is and heaven from which he came; he knew the 
thoughts of men; he controlled his life and no man could 
take his life until he laid it down; he forgave sins. He was 
God manifest in the flesh. In the flesh, he hungered, was 
thirsty, needed rest, experienced sorrow and joy; he lived 
as a man and experienced the human condition. Though a 
man, he was more than just an ordinary man. And unless 
we believe that he is the I AM, we will die in our sins (John 
8:24, 58). (For a fuller study of the two-spirit tradition, 
read my booklet, The Humanity of Jesus, available at your 
religious bookstore.)

NOTE: I submitted this article to Elmer Moore for 
review, if he so desired. His written response follows and 
is inserted by mutual agreement.

Gene, I do not believe that my brief article necessarily im-
plies what you have indicated. I am sure that you do think 
so. So be it. I carefully read your response four times.

I do not have the desire, intent, or time to reply to your 
article.

stands. 

1 2 Thess. 2:15; John 1:1-3, 14; 2 Cor. 5:1-4; 2 Pet. 1:13-14; 
John 2:21; Mal. 3:6; Col. 2:9; Heb. 10:5; Matt. 26:41; Phil. 2:7-
8; 1 Tim. 3:16; James 2:26; Luke 23:46; Heb. 10:12; Rom. 7:4; 
1 Pet. 2:24.

2 H. Orten Wiley, Christian Theology, Vol. 2, 162.
3 The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, F.L. Cross 

and E.A. Livingstone, “Kenotic Theories,” 777.
4 Gordon R. Lewis and Bruce A. Demarest, Integrative Theol-

ogy, Vol. 2, 253. 
5 Gordon R. Lewis and Bruce A, Demarest, Integrative Theol-

ogy, Vol. 2, 252.
6 The tradition of a union of two spirits (the Word and a cre-

ated spirit) in the body of Jesus is identified with the Chalcedon 
Christology of the 5th century. The tradition of God divesting 
Himself of His divine attributes to become a human being is 
identified as the Kenotic Theory, promoted in the 19th century 
in Germany and England.

7 John Welch, Frost-Welch Debate, Second Negative, 22.
8 John Welch, published on the Internet, Markslist, November 

8, 1996.
9 John Welch, Frost-Welch Debate, Third Negative, 39: “And 

he (Jesus) was not immutable.”
10 John Welch, Frost-Welch Debate, Second Negative, 23.
11 John Welch, Frost-Welch Debate, Second Negative, 25.
12 These are discussed in my booklet, The Humanity of Je-

sus.
13 Spiros Zodhiates, Complete Word Study Dictionary (N.T.), 

page 1042; I recommend that the reader read the entire discussion 
of this word in this lexicon.

14 E.W. Bullinger, Figures of Speech, 505-506.
15 John Calvin, John, 25.
16 E.W. Bullinger, Figures of Speech, 643.
17 Spiros Zodhiates, Complete Word Study Dictionary, 369.
18 Cf. The Humanity of Jesus (Gene Frost), 33-34.
19 Elmer Moore, October 17, 1996, response to questions.

Obviously, from what brother Moore has written, the 
necessary conclusion is that in the body of Jesus there were 
two spirits, one “human” and the other Divine. He earlier 
wrote “that Jesus being fully man had to have a human 
spirit,” and “as God He was a Spirit.”19 Surely, the one is 
not the other. I can draw no other conclusion, from what 
he writes, than in the body of Jesus there were two spirits. 
If our brother does not mean to convey this concept, and, 
if by saying he doesn’t “necessarily imply” it, he means he 
doesn’t believe it, then we ask him to plainly and unequivo-
cally so state and repudiate it. A discussion of what he did 
or did not imply serves no useful purpose.

The issue is, when God prepared a body for the Word, 
did he also prepare a finite “human spirit” to share that 
body with his Son? If not, then let our brother clearly state 
that in the body of Jesus there was the divine Spirit alone. 
Let him declare that to teach that the Word was degraded 
to become a finite spirit or that he shared the body with a 
finite spirit is to teach error. We welcome his clarification. 
Until he repudiates these errors now dividing brethren, we 
can only respond as we have. This subject is too serious 
to leave any doubt as to what one believes and where he 

Walter Scott: American 
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by William A. Gerrard III
A biographical study designed to see Walter 

Scott’s life and thought in light of his times 
and the currents of thought that were then 
prevalent.
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Timothy 3:16-17, and declared that since the Old Testament 
was inspired, that we could “take it all” and indeed needed 
to in order to please God. Unlike the first debate, Mr. Hol-
land began by asking this author five specific questions, per 
our agreement. A major part of his first speech was taken 
up in trying to prove that Cornelius was saved when he was 
baptized of the Holy Spirit, before baptism. He attempted to 
use Acts 15:7-11 to bolster this point. Mr. Holland spent a 
little time in Ephesians 2:8-9, claiming this verse excluded 
baptism, as well as “any works of exertion.”

Mr. Holland shocked this author when he said that he 
did not agree with his own proposition! He was reminded 
that no one forced him to sign that particular proposition. 
He also said that the “18 Articles” (Baptist creed) said that 
they ought not say we are saved by “faith alone.” He was 
reminded of two things. First, that his proposition begins 
with “The Scriptures teach . . .” not, “The 18 Articles.” 
Also, his proposition used the phrase “faith alone,” and he 
had signed it. By signing his proposition, he was saying he 
agreed with that statement; yet he said before this group 
that he didn’t believe it!

Saturday night, this author began by using 1 Corinthians 
1:11-13 to show that we must be baptized to be “of (or 
belong to) Christ.” Mark 16:16 and 1 Peter 3:21 were also 
used to show in no uncertain terms that the Bible says that 
baptism saves. Mr. Holland was asked by the author to tell 
us whether “baptism doth also NOW save us,” or “baptism 
doth also NOT save us.” He never told us directly, though 
of course, his proposition said it.

We went into great detail with 1 Peter 3:21, showing that 
Peter was definitely teaching that baptism saves. Not only 
this, we brought out many translations that consistently 
showed this truth. The final blow, was in using a Baptist 
Bible, called the “Common English Version.” It was put 
out by the American Bible Union in 1864-65. This Bible 
states plainly, “which in an antitype, immersion, now saves 
us also (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but 

“A Review”

Jarrod Jacobs

This article is a review of the debate that took place on 
March 12-13 at the Gainesboro Missionary Baptist Mis-
sion between Mr. Roger Holland and me. Our propositions 
were: Friday night — “RESOLVED: The Scriptures teach 
that one is saved by grace through faith alone, before and 
without water baptism.” Mr. Holland affirmed, I denied. 
Saturday night — “RESOLVED: The Scriptures teach that 
baptism, to the penitent believer, is for (in order to obtain) 
the remission of sins.” I affirmed, Mr. Holland denied.

Overall, there are some things that became apparent as 
we met this second time. Mr. Holland made many of the 
same arguments as before. Both nights, pleas were made 
for him to deal with specific passages and specific argu-
ments, and he refused. He chose to ignore those pleas and 
preach what he wanted. Now, let us consider some specific 
points about this debate.

Courtesy
Once again, the debate was held in a very courteous 

manner. Mr. Holland and this author talked with one 
another both before and after the sessions. The people of 
Gainesboro, as well as others who came, saw that people 
can debate and still maintain courtesy toward one another. 
This author referred to Mr. Holland as “Mister Holland,” 
“Sir,” or similar respectful terms. He referred to the author 
in a similar manner. Often, he called me “brother,” but this 
author did not call Mr. Holland “brother” because he is not 
a brother (Matt. 12:48-50; 2 John 9-11). Courtesy prevailed 
not only from the disputants, but also by the audience. There 
were no outbursts, and nothing demeaning was spoken to 
either man. This says something good! It is possible to 
disagree on matters of doctrine, be blunt and courageous 
in defending the truth, and still show common courtesy.

Arguments
Mr. Holland made several arguments from the book of 

Romans. He tried to affirm “faith only” from such places as 
Romans 3:21, 26-28; 4; 5:1; and chapter 11. He maintained 
that we could be “saved like Abraham.” He also read 2 
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the requirement of a good conscience toward God), by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Mr. Holland was shown 
that the Baptist scholars who translated this Bible from 
the original Greek were those who would not compromise 
their scholarship for their theology! The author also asked 
Mr. Holland five questions. They were the same five that 
were presented at Dickson. Also, we asked Mr. Holland 
what baptism was “for”? Since he claimed baptism was 
not “for the remission of sins” in contradiction to Acts 
2:38 says, then what was it “for”? In four speeches, Mr. 
Holland never told us.

One argument made that this author believes helped 
to show people the meaning behind Mark 16:16 was the 
following. After reading Mark 16:16, this author said, 
“He that believeth and sticketh his arm out, shall receive 
$20.00.” With this, the author waved a $20.00 bill in the air 
and said it again, putting the bill close to Mr. Holland. He 
refused to take it, and with that, it was declared, “At least 
Mr. Holland is consistent, he doesn’t believe Jesus, either!” 
Another thing that drove the point home was that brother 
Loren Stephens from Cookeville, Tennessee stuck his arm 
out, and received the $20.00! Those present got the point, 
and could see the parallel, including Mr. Holland.

Quibbles Answered
For those unfamiliar with this term, a quibble is “a use 

of ambiguous, prevaricating, or irrelevant language or 
arguments to evade a point at issue” (Webster’s). Certainly, 
Mr. Holland tried to evade the issue of baptism on several 
occasions. A few quibbles he made are below.

1. Mr. Holland made the statement, “Faith has no ‘I’ in 
it.” His point being that we do not earn this, and we cannot 
in some way boast about faith. (Of course, implying that 
baptism was such a work!) He was then asked, since faith 
has no “I,” then who does the believing — us or God? Our 
Primitive Baptist friends teach that man is so depraved that 
he cannot even believe, but God must do it all. Therefore, 
the author asked Mr. Holland if he was taking that posi-
tion, and that God must do it all for us, including give us 
faith?

2. Another quibble Mr. Holland made was about a show 
he saw. He said he watched some news show where our 
government is working to send people to Mars for about two 
years. One of the comments he heard was that Mars has a 
very small amount of water on that planet. Upon explaining 
this, Mr. Holland said, “I just thought, well, I guess since 
there is so little water on that planet, that when they leave 
earth to go to Mars, salvation will be far away for them.” 
This author replied by showing him that baptism is required 
to be a Baptist, so therefore, they’ll be far away from the 
Baptist Church when the people are on Mars, too!

3. Mr. Holland also made the same quibble that he had 

made in Dickson, Tennessee. He tried to compare Mark 
16:16 with the following statement: “He that getteth on the 
train and sitteth down shall arrive at his destination.” He 
was making faith equal to getting on a train, sitting down 
equal to baptism, and arriving at the destination equal with 
salvation. He said, “You must get on the train, but you’ll 
get to the destination whether you sit down or not!” This 
was answered by showing that according to Mr. Holland’s 
doctrine, a man is saved the moment he believes; therefore 
in his supposed parallel, the minute a man gets on the train, 
he’s already at his destination and doesn’t have time to sit 
down! A second point shown was that a person can get to 
his destination without taking a train, so that would cut out 
faith as easy as he cuts out baptism!

4. Mr. Holland said that he had been married to his wife 
for 24 years. He said when they met, he fell in love with 
her, and died to the other girls he had dated in the past. 
He said he died to them, then loved, and trusted his wife 
completely. His parallel was to try to say you die to this 
world of sin, then put your love, and trust in Christ, and 
that alone saves before and without baptism.

This author responded by asking that when he died to 
those other girls, and loved, and trusted his wife, was he 
married, yet? You see, marriage changes the relationship 
from boyfriend/girlfriend to husband and wife. In like man-
ner, baptism is what changes the relationship from being 
outside to “in Christ” (Gal. 3:27). Mr. Holland had the last 
speech Saturday night, and responded to my argument by 
saying “marriage didn’t change anything”! Dear reader, 
read Hebrews 13:4 for yourself and see whether or not a 
marriage changes the relationship of a man and woman.

5. Mr. Holland also made the false claim that there was 
no difference between the Old Law and the New Law. He 
read 2 Timothy 3:16-17, noted the phrase “All Scripture    
. . .” and ridiculed the idea of there being different dispen-
sations in the Bible. He was shown that there has been a 
“change of the law” (Heb. 7:12). This author also suggested 
several things Mr. Holland needs to do if the Old Law is 
still in force! Of course, it would be impossible to keep both 
Old and New Laws today, which was the point!

Results
What will be the results of this debate? Only God knows 

that answer! We know that his word will not return to him 
void (Isa. 55:11), and that he gives the increase when men 
plant and water the seed (1 Cor. 3:6)! Let us strive to have 
more debates with false teachers and denominational folks. 
When people are allowed the opportunity to study the 
Scriptures, and see them laid out side-by-side with error, 
good will come!

Conclusion
Victory does not come by truce. God’s terms are uncon-
ditional surrender. We are in a fight for the truth and the 
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cannon-fire cannot cease until the enemies of the church 
stack arms.
The church grew when the fight was waged and the battles 
raged. When the let-up came in the fight, the let-down came 
in the church. It is said that the denominations do not fight 
any more. That is because the church has quit fighting and 

The words of brother Wallace ought to mean something 
to us. It is not enough to say we know the differences be-
tween the church and denominations. Let us stand strong 
and fight for the truth every day! Souls are at stake. “Who 
is on the Lord’s side?”

2155 Sunset Dr. White Bluff, Tennessee 37187

Why Do I Do What I Do?
Richard Boone

 

In every person’s life comes the moment when he or 
she faces the question of motivation — why do I do what I 
do? Every Christian needs to ask and answer this question 
frequently. Those who take on special roles such as elders, 
deacons, preachers, teachers, etc. should ask and answer 
this question even more frequently. It is a question that was 
recently driven home to me when studying 1 and 2 Peter.

 
Warren Wiersbe, in his Biblical Exposition Commentary, 

interestingly observed: “Some writings are manufactured 
out of books, the way freshmen students write term papers; 
but this letter (1 Peter,  rb) grew out of a life lived to the 
glory of God. A number of events in Peter’s life are woven 
into the fabric of this epistle” (II:388). It was from this 
new perspective that I studied 1 and 2 Peter and gleaned 
more from them than I ever had before. This also gave me 
insight into Peter’s motivation.

 
2 Peter 1:12-15 says, “Therefore, I will not be negligent 

to remind you always of these things, though you know 
them, and are established in the present truth. Yes, I think 
it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by re-

minding you, knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, 
just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. Moreover, I will 
be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of 
these things after my decease.” It is from this text that we 
focus attention on why we do what we do, especially in 
teaching the gospel of Christ.

 
To Avoid Negligence (v. 12)

Evangelists are specifically instructed not to neglect the 
abilities they have in preaching and teaching, to “fulfill 
your ministry” (1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6; 4:5). We should 
develop and be encouraged to develop every strength we 
have for use in the kingdom, as well as strengthening our 
weaknesses.

 
Peter’s reference to negligence, however, is the failure 

to teach all that needs to be taught. Plainly speaking, there 
is nothing that can be left out of our teaching (Acts 20:27). 
No passage or biblical subject is exempt. When we leave 
something out, or are encouraged to leave certain subjects 
alone, be sure that Satan will rear his head and take advan-
tage of that area of weakness. His prey are those who are 

they have nothing to fight. If gospel preachers will fight 
now as gospel preachers fought then, the denominations 
will fight now as they fought then — and truth will triumph 
now as it triumphed then. Shall we yield to the line of least 
resistance, or shall we challenge error in its strongholds 
and citadels? (Quotes from The Gospel For Today, by Foy 
E. Wallace, Jr.)



(343)Truth Magazine — June 3, 199923

untaught, thus unstable (1 Pet. 5:9; 2 Pet. 2:14; 3:16-18). 
Negligence in balanced teaching opens doors for departures 
from the faith.

 
To Remind Those Already Established in the Truth 

(vv. 12, 13, 15)
 In the four short verses of our text, “remind” is men-

tioned three times. That tells us something about human 
nature — we are forgetful. We can forget instruction not 
heard in a long time, or our ability to connect passages on 
a given theme becomes rusty — all because we were/are 
not periodically reminded. To hear first-principle lessons, 
perhaps those we’ve heard many times, can reinforce sound 
teaching, and may even open new doors of thinking and 
application.

 
Lessons on the inspiration of the Bible, its theme, the 

identity of Christ, authority, the church, etc., are needed lest 
a generation arise which is untaught on these vital points 
(cf. Judg. 2:7ff). All it takes is one untaught generation to 
cause serious internal problems. A vital part of the work 
of a local church is the repetition of fundamental themes 
and teaching.

 
To Establish Others in the Truth (v. 12)

Though not specified in the text, a by-product of 
repeating established points is the benefit to those not 
yet established in truth. Any general audience will have 
unbelievers who are willing to consider evidence, young 
Christians who need to be strengthened, those who have 
never matured as Christians, and mature Christians. This 
opens the field considerably when contemplating the po-
tential for good (or evil) that we have. Not only can we 
influence the mature, but the unbeliever and immature can 
be tremendously helped by fulfilling the respective areas 
of service we have.

 
It Is Right (v. 13)

By their very nature, there are some things that are just 
right to do, and we should want to abound in such things 
(cp. 2 Pet. 1:13; Eph. 6:1). One of those things is to continue 
to teach, as Peter did, because “it is right.”

 
It is right and proper for one to want to teach as many 

people as he can. Not only can we influence by teaching, 
but also by our example (read 1 Pet. 2:12, 14-16; 3:1-2,16; 
etc.). We do so, when properly motivated, because it is 
simply the right thing to do.

 
The Reality of Limited Opportunities (vv. 13, 14)
Let’s face it, folks — we won’t be here forever. Peter 

realized this in our text — “as long as I am in this tent . . 
. knowing that shortly I must put off this tent, just as our 
Lord Jesus Christ showed me.” He knew that opportunities 
were limited, thus more precious.

 

Similarly, whether shorter or longer, our time and op-
portunities are limited. That is why we must take advantage 
of every opportunity that we have to teach and influence 
people with the truth in whatever scriptural means we can. 
How many times have we put off taking advantage of op-
portunities because of inconvenience, only to lose them? I 
shudder to answer that question! Why should we be “fer-
vent in spirit, serving the Lord” (Rom. 12:11)? Because we 
won’t live on this earth forever. May God help us to take 
advantage of every opportunity that we have to faithfully 
serve him, and thereby serve others.

 
To Stir People Up (v. 13)

Sometimes we use this term “stir” to mean “rile.” No, I 
don’t mean that we should try to “anger” people! However, 
we should strive to “stir” people — to rouse from sleep, 
kindle, etc. (Vine). To waken people out of lethargy can 
be done in any combination of three ways: instruction, 
correction, and encouragement. Nehemiah 8 is a good ex-
ample of being stirred to responsibility as people of God. 
As one brother said years ago, “The greatest problem in 
the church is not that of winning others to the kingdom, 
but that of arousing those who are already members to a 
sense of their responsibility.” I am convinced he’s right; if 
we can accomplish that, then the work of evangelism will 
be accomplished.

 
To Leave A Faithful Legacy For Future  

Generations (v. 15)
Nearing the end of his life, Peter wanted to ensure that 

Christians of the next and subsequent generations would 
have the necessary reminders on proper living when he was 
gone. He, by his own example and epistles, left just such 
reminders — for centuries to follow.

 
Surely, each us wants to leave a faithful example and 

reminders about godly living for our children and grand-
children, even generations beyond. We can do that with our 
lives (example) and by the pen (instruction).

Think about those who “being dead still speak” (Heb. 
11:4). We have the writings of the Bible, numerous unin-
spired works which direct us to the Bible, personal letters 
and cards of encouragement, etc. We can reflect on these 
years after they were written and glean much from them. 
“But I’m just one person, I can’t make that much differ-
ence.” Do you really believe that? Consider the following 
example.

 
 Jeroboam was just one man, but his departures from 

truth impacted an entire kingdom for 200 years (1 Kings 
12:25-33; 16:30-33; 2 Kings 17:16). It is said or implied 
about every king in the Northern Kingdom that he “walked 
in the ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made Israel 
to sin.” Can one man leave a legacy? You better believe 
it! Just think about what Israel might have been had they 
not departed from the truth. One’s legacy for good can be 
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“Nations” continued from front pagetent toward Sodom,” and though he prospered materially 
with his livestock (the economy was in good shape), he 
learned that Sodom was not a prosperous environment for 
family values. Sodom had passed the point of repentance 
and forgiveness.

If there is any hope left for our nation, it is not to be 
found among the ungodly, but rather among the godly. “I 
exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
interces sions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead 
a quiet and peace able life in all godliness and honesty” (1 
Tim. 2:1, 2).

Most people, including the ungodly, desire to “lead a 
quiet and peaceable life.” But in order to enjoy such a 
life, our moral values must be based upon “godliness and 
honesty.” When people continue to engage in such ungodly 
acts as sodomy and other forms of fornication, dishonesty, 
lying, stealing, “murders, drunken ness, revellings, and such 
like” (Gal. 5:19-21), they are destroy ing the very founda-
tion of “a quiet and peaceable life” for them selves and for 
others. And if other citizens find pleasure and com fort in 
such things (“everybody does it”), then they become par-
takers of such evil deeds (Rom. 1:32; Eph. 5:11).

But if a nation forgets God, does God lose all control 
over that nation? It is true that when nations or individuals 
forgot God, that “God also gave them up” (Rom. 1:21-28). 
But that doesn’t mean that God no longer controlled the 
destinies of such nations or individuals.

Nebuchadnezzar, the heathen Babylonian king, learned 
“that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whom soever he will, and setteth up over it the 
basest of men” (Dan. 4: 17, 25). God even used this heathen 
nation to punish his own people for their idolatry, used 
the Medes and Persians to punish Baby lon, then used the 

Persian king Cyrus to help God’s people rebuild the temple 
at Jerusalem. Some 600 years later, in A.D. 70, God used 
the Roman nation to destroy Jerusalem.

When the Roman governor Pilate told Jesus that he had 
power to either crucify or release him, Jesus answered, 
“Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it 
were given thee from above . . .” (John 19:10, 11). When the 
citizens of Tyre and Sidon played politics with the Roman 
king Herod (their prosperity was “nourished by the king’s 
country”), Herod made a speech and the people flattered 
him by saying, “It is the voice of a god, and not of a man” 
(Acts 12:20-23). Herod had just “killed James the broth er 
of John with the sword,” and put Peter in prison (vv. 1-4). 
When Herod “gave not God the glory,” the Lord’s angel 
smote the king, “he was eaten of worms, and gave up the 
ghost.”

“But the word of God grew and multiplied” (v. 24). We 
know that many of God’s people “were gathered together 
praying” (v. 12), and among other things they could have 
been praying that they may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and hon esty.” It certainly is a propitious 
time for all saints to be of fering up such a prayer that the 
word of God may grow and multi ply, and lest some of us 
end up vexed and fleeing like Lot, be im prisoned like Peter, 
or killed like James.

72211 Grey Rd., Vinton, Ohio 45686

with certainty to my children to explain right and wrong 
to them. The Bible tells us what is right and wrong. Sin is 
clearly identifiable (Gal. 5:19-21). I can teach these moral 
principles to my children and encourage them to live ac-
cording to them. I can point out the danger of violating 
those principles: (a) One sins against God; (b) One brings 
consequences to himself that are painful; (c) One influences 
society in a negative way.

When one’s child becomes a teenager faced with all the 
temptations that they will face, his training in moral ethics 
will largely determine how peaceful the home will be dur-
ing those years. One of the advantages that the Christian 
has over the non-Christian is in teaching his children an 
ethical code.

The Disciple of Christ Has A Greater  
Commitment to Marriage

Who can deny that marriages are in trouble in America? 
There are few families that have not been affected by 

equally strong, even stronger, than one’s legacy of apostasy. 
Case in point: Abraham — the father of all who believe 
(Rom. 4:11-12,16-17).

 
Conclusion

In 2 Peter 1:12-15 we have insight into the mind set and 
motivation of Peter. It is encouraging to study why he did 
what he did. As long as we keep his motives in mind and 
serve based on these, we will do well. Any motive less 
than these — and there are some (see 1 Cor. 4:3-4) — is 
dishonorable for a Christian and injurious to the cause of 
Christ.

 
6011 Hunter Rd., Ooltewah, Tennessee 37363

“Advantage” continued from page 2
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divorce. Acknowledging that none of us is above having 
problems, we nevertheless assert that the Christian has a 
better hope of having a stable family life than does the 
non-Christian. The Christian has a commitment to make 
the marriage work because of the commandments given in 
God’s word (Matt. 19:9). Unlike many who believe that 
marriage is some kind of “trial” arrangement, Christians 
have a commitment to make marriage endure for life. 
Jesus said, “Wherefore they are no more twain, but one 
flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder” (Matt. 19:6). Paul said that men and women 
are joined in marriage for a lifetime (Rom. 7:1-6). Only 
fornication gives the innocent spouse the right to divorce 
his mate and remarry (Matt. 19:9).  There is no honorable 
way out of marriage except by death, for fornication is a 
dishonorable end to a marriage for the guilty person.

The Christian believes that the Lord reveals the proper 
role relationships between a husband and wife (Eph. 5:22-
33). Both husband and wife are encouraged to learn their 
individual responsibilities and behave themselves in that 
marriage in keeping with the teaching of God’s word. 
Biblical training keeps together marriages that otherwise 
may fail, with both individuals growing to be what God 
wants them to be. Many of us have gone through rocky 
times in our marriages, prayed for guidance and strength 
to work through those difficulties, and committed ourselves 
to treating our mates like God instructs us to treat one 
another. Over the years, the eternal principles revealed 
in God’s word are applied and the couple builds a home 
pleasing to God.

Wherever I go to preach, I find couples that have been 
married 30, 40, 50, and a few even 60 years. Have you 
stopped to consider how rare such marriages are in our 
age of easy divorce and remarriage? Early in our marriage, 
my wife Sandy went to a beauty shop. As the conversation 
occurred, the beautician asked, “Are you married?” She 
replied that she was. The beautician asked, “How long?” 
She replied, “Ten years.” The beautician asked, “To the 
same man?” Her surprise reflects the influence of late 
twentieth century culture. Why is it thought unusual for 
one man and one woman to be joined together for life? 
Because this is contrary to the message that our culture is 
sending about marriage. If you want a marriage that has a 
superior chance of surviving, you need to consider what 
being a Christian does to increase the likelihood of your 
marriage lasting!

The Christian also believes that he has a responsibility to 
his children. Fathers are taught to train the children (Eph. 
6:1-4). Mothers are also responsible in the work of child-
bearing (1 Tim. 2:15). In a day when many mothers abort 
their babies and fathers walk away from their responsibili-
ties to their children, the Christian has a distinct advantage 
in rearing his children. No wonder that the incidence of 

child abuse and children deserted by their fathers is lower 
among Christians. Where divorce is reduced by the Chris-
tian ethic, the home is a more stable environment, giving 
our children a distinct advantage.

The Disciple of Christ Has A Personal  
Relationship With God

The children of God are known by God. Jesus said, “I am 
the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of 
mine” (John 10:14). What a beautiful thought is expressed 
in this. Not only do the children of God know their Father 
in heaven, but the God of heaven knows me by name. He 
knows who I am, what I am doing, what my ambitions and 
desires are, what is happening in my life, etc.  God cares 
for me. He even stores my tears in his bottle (Ps. 56:8), 
signifying his awareness of and concern for my needs. He 
sees our needs and cares for them (John 11:35). We cast our 
cares on him because he cares for us (1 Pet. 5:7).

What a blessed privilege we who are children of God 
have in that we have the right to go boldly into the throne 
of grace to find help in the time of need (Heb. 4:16). 
The child of God has a right to take his concerns to God 
in prayer because God is his father (Matt. 7:7-11). The 
privilege of prayer is a blessing that one does not want 
to face the troubles of life without. Whether Christian 
or non-Christian, a person faces the troubles common to 
man, but the Christian faces them with God’s help (1 Cor. 
10:13; Phil. 4:13).

The Disciple of Christ Has The Forgiveness  
of Sins and Hope of Heaven

This is listed last in this article, but not because it is of 
lesser importance. The child of God has a present peace 
of mind knowing that he is right with God (Phil. 4:6-7). 
He has a clear conscience because he has been forgiven 
(1 Pet. 3:21). Then when death comes, he has the blessed 
hope of heaven (1 Thess. 4:13-18). Many have forgotten 
that the Bible speaks of some who have “no hope” (4:13) 
and who are “without God” (Eph. 2:12).

There is no hope for mankind outside of Jesus Christ. We 
have all sinned (Rom. 3:23) and the wages of those sins is 
death, eternal separation from the presence of God (Rom. 
6:23; 2 Thess. 1:7-9). There is no amount of        righteous 
living, no amount of sorrow, and no restitution that he can 
make that will take away one sin. There is only one thing 
that can wash away sins — the blood of Christ Jesus. Unless 
one turns to Christ for the forgiveness of his sins, he will 
be eternally doomed to the punishment of hell. 

The Christian has the blessed knowledge that his sins 
have been washed away by Christ. He has hope in his 
warfare against sin, not based on his perfect knowledge 
or perfect ability to live by the word of God, but by the 
grace of God that cleanses us from all unrighteous upon 
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Quips  
& 

Quotes

the condition of faith (though not “faith only”). 

Conclusion
There are many other advantages to being a Christian. 

I am confident that any of our readers can easily expand 
the list that I have begun. We need to meditate on these 
advantages so that we can praise God, the source of all 
our spiritual blessings and be prepared to give answer to 
any who ask us why we choose to be a Christian (1 Pet. 
3:15).
6567 Kings Ct., Danville, Indiana 46122 mikewillis1@com-
puserve.com

Atoka, Oklahoma: The Melba Avenue Church of Christ, 305 West 
13th Street, Atoka OK 74525 needs a preacher. The church is 
able to provide limited support, probably $900.00 a month. At 
the present time, the church owns a house (they are meeting 
in it until a new building can be built) so if you can secure sup-
port that doesn’t include housing, please respond as quickly 
as possible. Otherwise, the church may sell the house when 
the meeting house is completed (the old building has to be 
demolished and was purchased by the Highway Department 
in order to widen Highway 7). Contact James Allen, Rt. 4. Box 
4300, Atoka OK 74525-9424, (580) 889-5487, or Roger Pittman, 
Rt. 3, Box 3830, Atoka OK 74525, (580) 889-7237, or Bill Cooper, 
Rt. 1, Box 280, Allen OK 74825, (580) 265-4895.

Field 
Reports

Wichita, Kansas: A new work has been started in Wichita, Kan-
sas. Currently we are meeting at the Clarion Hotel-Airport, 5805 
W. Kellogg Dr. Our times of service are Sunday Bible study at 
9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. For information 
on Wednesday services or directions call 316-722-6622 or 316-
744-1831. We are having Harry Osborne for a gospel meeting 
May13-16. If you are in the area, please look us up.    

Herb Braswell: After 39 years of working with local churches 
as a preacher my wife and I have decided to leave local work 
(regular preaching). We plan to move to Roanoke, Virginia the 

last of June 1999. I will be available for appointment or short 
meetings in the area of Virginia, West Virginia, Kentujcky, North 
Carolina, or Tennessee. After June 15 you may reach me at 540-
890-0878 c/o David Tillie.

Dundee, Florida: In 1949, the first church building for the Lord’s 
church was erected in Dundee, Florida. After 50 years, some 
of the original membership continue to worship at this place. 
It has been difficult for a small congregation, in a small town. 
We have endured as others to remain faithful to the teachings 
of Jesus Christ. We ask the prayers of other congregations as 
we continue here for another 50 years or longer. James C. Yaw, 
4th & Main St., Dundee, Florida.

Church Wants to Borrow Money
The church of Christ in Chester, Virginia is constructing a 
$400,000 building. They are looking for brethren who are will-
ing to lend money at 8% return for ten years. The amount they 
need to borrow is $250,000. $5000 loan amount minimum. 
Contact Charles Carter, 804-530-1073, or E-mail: Albert@mail.
ctg.net.

National Baptist Official Pleads Guilty to Evasion
“Tampa, Fla. — The former public relations director of the 
national black Baptist group pleaded guilty Thursday to two 
federal tax evasion charges six weeks after a jury acquitted her 
of state racketeering charges.

“Bernice Edwards faces up to 10 years in prison and a $500,000 
fine and agreed to pay back taxes to the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice. Federal prosecutors dropped 25 other charges, including 
money laundering, extortion and fraud.

“The plea came just a week after the Rev. Henry Lyons, Edwards’ 
co-defendant and former president of the             National 
Baptist Convention USA, resigned his position and reached a 
plea deal with federal prosecutors” (The                Indianapolis 
Star [March 26, 1999], A27.
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Try Truth Magazine
We Will Send 3 Free Issues
For Your Friends to Examine

Call Toll Free: 1-800-428-0121
♦ We are inviting non-subscribers to examine Truth Magainze for free.
♦ One will receive three issues absolutely free!
♦ During this trial period a bill will be sent. If one wishes to continue to receive the  
  magazine, just send in the payment. If not, just    write cancel across the 
notice and his name will    be removed from the list.

Good Reasons for Subscribing  
to Truth Magazine

 • Increase Bible knowledge
 • Many different authors writing on many different topics
 • Both sides of controversial issues examined
 • Current news items
 • Reports of evangelism in USA and foreign  countries
 • Send a subscription to friends, relatives, or  children at college
 • Low Trial Offer Cost — 24 issues/year for  only $15.

What others have to say about Truth Magazine:

“Since 1956, Truth Magazine has been teaching the truth, dealing 
with issues of interest, and sometimes controversy, and reporting 
news of the Lord’s work around the world. Secular newspapers and 
magazines do none of that. Stay informed. Read Truth Magazine” 
— Connie W. Adams.

“I have read the magazine for years. In fact, I read the Truth 
Magazine back in the 60s and also the Gospel Guardian during that 
same period. I watched the blending of the magazines. I recommend 
the present magazine very much. I benefit from the articles. Stay 
the course” — John Humphries.
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

 KENNETT, MO
Church of Christ
703 Harrison St.

 Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(573) 888-6778

LILBOURN, MO
P.O. Box 270

211 Benton St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Shane Williams
(573) 688-2234 or 748-5204

MARSHFIELD, MO
Brentwood Church of Christ

Hwy. 38 East, South on Elm St., 
1/2 mile

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Norman Cass
(417) 859-5166

RAYMORE, MO
Raymore Church of Christ

107 N. Woodson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Wadlington
(816) 322-0042 or 318-0838

ST. JAMES, MO
Church of Christ

400 E. James Blvd.
(P.O. Box 308)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Larry Morris
(573) 265-8973 or 265-8628

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Church of Christ

2727 County Line Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(816) 233-2463 or 279-4737

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Prairie Hills Church of Christ

14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E of 
Intersection I-29 & Hwy. 169)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle White
(816) 233-6485

SPRINGFIELD, MO
Southside Church of Christ

1517 E. Cherokee St.
Bible Study    9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Tim Glover
(417) 881-3131 or 886-5304

BEATRICE, NE
Church of Christ

7th and Bell
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.

233-4102 or 228-3827

PORTSMOUTH, NH
Church of Christ

Anchorage Inn, 417 Woodbury Ave. 
(Rt.1 Bypass at I-95, Traffic Circle)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 12: 00  Noon
Jeff Swan — Call for more informa-

tion (603) 323-9333  
or 1-800-841-7857

MT. LAUREL, NJ
Mt. Laurel Church of Christ

in the Philadelphia Area
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.

(609) 665-2496

PISCATAWAY, NJ
258 Highland Ave.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Bible Classes 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gary P. Eubanks
(732) 463-1323

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

VAUXHALL, NJ
Church of Christ

Milbourn Mall Suite 6
2933 Vauxhall Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry A. Persaud
(973) 378-8999 or (908) 964-6356

ALAMOGORDO, NM
25th & Hawaii Church of Christ

P.O. Box 2065
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
(505) 439-9810 or 430-0494

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Albuquerque Church of Christ

1908 Sunshine Terrace SE
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(call to confirm time)
764-9277

ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Harris Blvd. Church of Christ
5424 E.W.T. Harris Blvd.

Worship 8: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Various members of 
local congregations

Don Moeller (704) 532-9242

DALLAS, NC
Deepwood Forest Church of Christ

2002 Lineburger Rd., Hwy. 275
(Between Dallas & Stanley)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis Woollums
(704) 922-8985

FAYETTEVILLE, NC
West Fayetteville
Church of Christ

5272 Butternut Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Arnold
(910) 424-5162

FRANKLIN, NC
Westside Church of Christ

156 Old Murphy Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gurtler
(704) 369-5186 or 369-8216

GRANITE FALLS, NC
Church of Christ
24 Park Square

Between Hickory & Lenoir
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 396-8107
or 294-6878

SALISBURY, NC
Salisbury Church of Christ

1037 Faith Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(704) 639-1135 or 279-4324

SANFORD, NC
West Sanford Church of Christ

202 Westover Drive
(1 blk. from US 1 and NW 42W)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Nay Rieber
(919) 775-5107 or 774-6935

Tom Gray, 776-0373

WINSTON-SALEM, NC
Church of Christ
2800 S. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening (call 336-784-5058) 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(336) 998-4002
or 785-2475

WARNE, NC
Warne Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 64 at Warne
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 389-6892
or 389-3097

LAS VEGAS, NV
Vegas Dr. Church of Christ

3816 Vegas Drive
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Robertson
(702) 648-4827

BEDFORD, OH
Columbus St. Church of Christ

512 Columbus Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Harry Rice
Building: (216) 232-2231

Home: (216) 232-9068

CANAL WINCHESTER, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

Southeast side of Columbus
7 ½ N. High St.

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 837-8859

CINCINNATI, OHIO
Blue Ash

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Evang:  Russell Dunaway, Jr.

891-3174

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CINCINNATI, OH
Lockland Church of Chist

419 W. Wyoming Ave.
Exit 12 I-75 - W. 2 blocks

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Calvin Schabach
821-0410 or 733-3187

CLEVELAND, OH
Lorain Ave. Church of Christ

13501 Lorain Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(216) 476-0660, 651-1689 or
(330) 725-3960, 723-0111

COLUMBUS, OH
Laurel Canyon

Church of Christ
409 McNaughton Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

868-1375 or 866-4535

DAYTON, OH
Haynes St.

Church of Christ
300 Haynes St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Wayne S. Walker
256-6647 or 256-0127

DAYTON, OH
West Carrollton

23 W. Main Street
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Grushon
856-5162 or 434-3090

DAYTON (Beavercreek) OH
Knollwood Church of Christ

1031 Welford Drive
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Keith Greer
426-1422 or 426-3325

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS 

FIND YOUR PLACE 
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

FREMONT, OH
Church of Christ
3361 W. State St.

1 mi. West of Fremont
on U.S. Rt. 20

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(419) 849-3340 or 849-3686

HAMILTON, OH
Westview Church of Christ

1040 Azel Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 35  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  David A. Stansberry
(513) 868-9988

HUBER HEIGHTS (Dayton), OH
Northern Heights
Church of Christ

5430 Fishburg Rd.
SW cnr. of Rt. 201 & Fishburg

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Bible Study 7: 00  P.M.

(513) 236-7611

HILLIARD, OH
Church of Christ

Heights  Church of Christ
7801 Zuni Road, S.E.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Dee Lancaster
266-7577 or 293-5635

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Westside Church of Christ

Sequoia Plaza
3320 Coors Blvd., NW

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(505) 839-9880

AZTEC, NM
Aztec Area Church of Christ

304 N. Main St.
Bible Study     9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 1: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(505) 334-0874 or 334-3913

BUFFALO, NY
Greater Buffalo Church of Christ

P.O. Box 808, W. Seneca
Bible Study 2: 00  A.M.
Worship  3: 00  A.M.
Tuesday 6: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Roy Diestelkamp
(716) 627-6546 
E-Mail address:

edgibson@juno.com

HUDSON, NY
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 573, Hudson 
Bldg: 86 Main St., Philmont

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(518) 828-2923, 329-3833, or 
672-4904

ASHEVILLE, NC
Church of Christ
Holiday Inn East

(Please call for directions.)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.

Evangelist: Joe Hickman
(828) 254-7332 or 684-3111

CARY, NC
Walnut St. Church of Christ

(Raleigh) 217 Walnut St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  (919) 467-0012
Jeff Archer:  319-1757

CHARLOTTE, NC
Charlotte Church of Christ

5327 S. Tyron St.
Worship     9: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Wendell Powell
(704) 525-5655 or 522-9971

CHARLOTTE, NC

28
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
4840 Cemetery Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 876-4089

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

MANSFIELD, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

326 Grace Street
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  James Bond
526-2868 or 526-4739

MANSFIELD, OH
Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Leon Bond
(419) 525-3684 or 522-8982

MARIETTA/RENO, OH
Jct. St. Rt. 7 & County Rd. 20

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Wed. - 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th weeks
Thurs. - 1st week

614-374-9827

NEW CARLISLE, OH
Church of Christ
235 Funston Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Lee
(937) 235-2470

NEW LEBANON, OH
Church of Christ
1973 W. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Murphy, Jr.
687-2985

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE 

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

NORTHWOOD, OH
(Toledo Area)

Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
893-3566 or 691-0688

NORWALK, OH
Church of Christ

State Rt. 250 & 13 North

386 N. Edgewood Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Randy Yerby

SALEM, OH
Church of Christ

484 Georgetown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(330) 337-6113

UHRICHSVILLE, OH
Church of Christ

638 Parrish Street
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 00  P.M.

(614) 254-4066, o r
(216) 339-3032

WAVERLY, OH
4th & Mullins

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 947-7122 or 947-1718

ALTUS, OK
Southeast Church of Christ

1105 Navajo
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(580) 535-4767

MIDWEST CITY, OK
Fifth St. Church of Christ

6512 SE Fifth St., Box 30544
(Near Tinker AFB)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Bond
(405) 737-5858 or 737-8272

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Broadview Heights

Church of Christ
3536 NW 38 St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: James B. Lusby
946-6301 or 728-3058

PURCELL, OK
Jackson & Green Ave.

Church of Christ
407 Jackson Street

(Mailing address - Rt.1, Box 80A)
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

527-3538 or 872-3596

STILLWATER, OK
East 6th Ave. Church of Christ

2417 E. Sixth Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Eppler
(405) 743-2603, 377-2847

TULSA, OK
Church of Christ

1702 S. Memorial Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J.T. Smith
627-5670 or 664-6629

TULSA, OK
Woodland Hills
Church of Christ

9119 E. 61 St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Pittman
(918) 252-1220 or 258-2720

AVONDALE, PA
Avondale Church of Christ

Glen Willow Rd.
P.O. Box 421

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Daniel Gatlin, Evangelist
(610) 268-2088, 869-2194

CARLISLE, PA
Walnut Bottom Rd.

Church of Christ
2637 Walnut Bottom Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Hawk
 (717) 776-6122

EXTON, PA
Exton Church of Christ

217 N. Whitford Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

363-8042

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Church of Christ
45 W. Durham St.

P.O. Box 4985
Bible Study 10: 15  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Tues. night 8: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.
(215) 248-2026 or 753-1362

VANDERYRIFT, PA
Church of Christ

156A Farragut Ave.
            

Worship 9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Thursday 7: 30  P.M.

(412) 337-4488

BEAUFORT, SC
Church of Christ

2107 King St., P.O. Box 4
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Paris Island, 8:00 A.M., Sunday

Evangelist: Ronald Nelson
(843) 524-4400 or 524-4652

BEAUFORT/BURTON, SC
Church of Christ

170 Robert Smalls Pkwy.
(Hwy. 170)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(803) 524-4281 or 525-1483

CHARLESTON HEIGHTS, SC
Ashley Heights Church of Christ

2605 S. Oakridge Cir.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Weliever
388-6811 or 381-7401

COLUMBIA, TN
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ

417 Mooresville Pike  
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Maxey
(931) 388-5828 or 380-1226

DIXON SPRINGS, TN
Dixon Springs Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 25 (between 
Hartselle & Carthage)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 868-9266

ERWIN, TN
Church of Christ

N. Erwin Hwy.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M. 
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry A. (Tony) Sayre
(615) 743-8251 or 743-4142

FRANKLIN, TN
Cedarmont Church of Christ

Arno Rd. & Hwy. 96E 
(P.O. Box 682042)

(1 mile East of I65 South)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M. 
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Gambill
(615) 790-2075

GOODLETTSVILLE, TN
Millersville Church of Christ

1158 Louisville Hwy.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jason Malham
(615) 859-1841 or 859-5941

JACKSON, TN
Old Hickory Church of Christ

841 Old Hickory Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
  Evangelist: Gary Kerr

668-1794 or 664-5295

JOHNSON CITY, TN
Brookmead Church of Christ

2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Kay 
615-928-4000 or 753-9865

KNOXVILLE, TN
7604 Chapman Hwy.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger D. Williams
(423) 573-6638

MADISON, TN
Church of Christ

Kemper at Tuckahoe Dr.
(10 min. from Opryland)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Friday  6: 30  P.M.

(803) 553-4970 or 553-4346

COLUMBIA, SC
Lower Richland Church of Christ

3000 Trotter Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J. David Powlas
(803) 783-6059 or 776-0754

SUMTER, SC
Woodland Church of Christ

3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday       7:  00 P.M.

Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.
773-0828

TAYLORS, SC
(Greenville Area)

Taylors Church of Christ
400 E. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Mosely
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728

www.taylors church of christ.com

WARRENVILLE, SC
(Aiken/Augusta Area)

Warrenville Church of Christ
P.O. Box 98

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 648-9451 or 649-0439

WEST COLUMBIA, SC
Airport Church of Christ

4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 755-0023 or 894-6471

RAPID CITY, SD
Church of Christ

1302 E. Fairmont Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Matt Allen
(605) 348-7990 or 688-9170

CHATTANOOGA, TN
North Hixson Church of Christ

5484 Old Hixson Pike
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Walton
(423) 870-8029 or 842-5526

CLEVELAND, TN
Highway 64 Church of Christ

111 Durkee Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(423) 344-7259, 479-6990
or 339-1068

COLUMBIA, TN
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ

1200 Nashville Hwy.,  
Hwy. 31N

Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Green
(615) 868-6078 or 662-8200

MARYVILLE, TN
Smoky Mt. Church of Christ

2206 Montvale Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

C.H. Buld (423) 984-4708
Harold Tabor (423) 977-4230
Gary Kirtley (423) 981-1885

MCMINNVILLE, TN
West End Ave.

Church of Christ
P.O. Box 8060, Zip 37110

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  David Young
(615) 668-7453

MEMPHIS, TN
Burlington Church of Christ

3825 S. Germantown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Doug Seaton
(901) 754-2765 or 853-7840

MEMPHIS, TN
Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Dick Blackford
(901) 388-2474 or 757-9001

MEMPHIS, TN
Hunters Run Church of Christ

6590 Stateline Road (west of  
Germantown Rd. Ext.)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Julian R. Snell
(901) 853-6726 or 363-9133

MURFREESBORO, TN
663 Compton Road

(1 mi. E. of VA Hospital)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Assembly    10: 00  A.M.
Assembly 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

David Arnold
(615) 896-6550 or 896-9474

Web page: http://www.mtsu.edu/@
arnoldd/bible.html

MURFREESBORO, TN
Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Kyle Campbell
 and Bill Cavender

(615) 893-1200

MURFREESBORO, TN
South Ridge Church of Christ

488 Barfield-Crescent Rd.
(Exit 81 off I-24, south 1 1/2 miles on 

231S, turn right)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 848-0303 or 893-5070

MURFREESBORO, TN
University Heights

Church of Christ
1412 East Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
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MURFREESBORO, TN

Westvue Church of Christ
316 Kings Hwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Duggin
896-1292 or 896-3943

NASHVILLE, TN
Bell Road Church of Christ

1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill O'Neal
(615) 833-4444 or 941-1134

NASHVILLE, TN
Hillview Church of Christ

7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(615) 356-7318 or 952-3433

NASHVILLE, TN
Perry Heights Church of Christ

423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Daniel H. King
(615) 883-3118 or 366-5009

NASHVILLE, TN
Riverside Dr. Church of Christ

1530 Riverside Dr.
(Close to Opryland and new stadium)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Wilson Adams
(615) 262-0241

ROCKWOOD, TN
Post Oak Rd. Church of Christ

1227 Post Oak Valley Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Moore
(423) 354-9416 or 354-0489

ROCKWOOD, TN
Church of Christ 
Highway 70 East

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(423) 354-2557

SHELBYVILLE, TN
El Bethel Church of Christ

Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader
(615) 685-1113 or 684-9099

WAVERLY, TN
Eastside Church of Christ

1412 E. Railroad St.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(931) 296-5217 or 296-4657

Northwest Church of Christ
7750 Highway 105

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Russ Bowman
898-4034, 287-3908

or 866-6939

CLEBURNE, TX
Church of Christ

404 South Caddo St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(817) 645-3588

CLEVELAND, TX
Church of Christ
310 E. Houston

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Raymond Meaux
281-592-1581

CLUTE, TX
Church of Christ

343 S. Main
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Lloyd
265-5283 or 265-2933

COLLEGE STATION, TX
Church of Christ

810 Southwest Pkwy.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Wayne Moody
764-6562 or 693-1758

COLUMBUS, TX
West Oaks Church of Christ

214 FM 806
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Herbert Thorton Jr.
(409) 732-3001

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Hwy. 9 Church of Christ

5853 Leopard St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Clyde Carter
(512) 777-0606, 241-0818, 

289-1559, 853-8637 or 289-1439  

DALLAS, TX
College Park Church of Christ

701 Centennial Blvd.
Richardson, Texas

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Rickie G. Jenkins
(972) 783-9777

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

DICKINSON, TX

Church of Christ, 2919 Main St.
(Between Houston-Galveston

Exit 19  on  I-45, east 2 mi. on 517)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 9: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jay Horsley
(281) 534-4870

DUMAS, TX
Central Church of Christ

424 E. First St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David M. Bonner
(806) 935-5363 or 935-6883

EDNA, TX
301 South Robison

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(512) 782-5506 or 782-2844
Elders: S.A. Mercer & S. Wilson

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
Web Page http://ykc.com/cofc/

EL PASO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ

3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Ken Looper (915) 821-1084
(915) 855-4327

FORT WORTH, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ

Altamesa at Landview
(“at the overpass”)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Tom M. Roberts
292-4908 or 294-9706

FORT WORTH, TX
West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd.

76114
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Stan Cox
(817) 738-7269

HARLINGEN, TX
Church of Christ

1625 Morgan Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Earl Dale
(956) 423-4690 or 423-6225

HOUSTON, TX
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road  (77084)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Mark White (281) 578-1897

HOUSTON, TX
Bellaire Church of Christ

8001 South Rice Ave.
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David O. Lanius, Jr.
(713) 668-4810

HOUSTON, TX
Church of Christ

in Oak Forest
1333 Judiway

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

(713) 686-0788

HOUSTON, TX (Southwest)
Murphy Rd. Church of Christ

2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

HOUSTON, TX
Spring Woods Church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Church Phone (713) 973-6667
Elders:  468-4753, 461-2222,

or 863-1927

HUNTINGTON, TX
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 858
One block north of U.S. 69

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 422-4623

IRVING, TX
Westside Church of Christ

2300 W. Pioneer Dr.
(closest to D/FW Airport)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Roberts
258-8527 or (214) 986-9131

http://www.flash.net/~westside

LANCASTER, TX
Dallas Avenue Church of Christ

601 N. Dallas Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 25  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Boshart
(972) 227-2910 or 227-1119

LANCASTER, TX
Pleasant Run Church of Christ

831 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 227-1758 or 227-2598

LUFKIN, TX
Church of Christ
4th & Groesbeck
401 E. Groesbeck

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 632-1771 or 634-7515

LUFKIN, TX
Timberland Dr. Church of Christ

912 S. Timberland Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.
 Evangelists: Harold Hancock

James W. Adams
634-7110 or 632-7070

MANSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ

1820 E. Debbie Lane

P.O. Box 165
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening  6: 00  A.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.                    
         

Evangelist:  Bobby Holmes
(817) 277-9186 or 

(972) 262-3818

MESQUITE, TX
(East Dallas)

Westlake Church of Christ
427 Gross Rd., 75149

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Haley
(972) 285-1610

MIDLAND, TX
Midland Church of Christ

3416 Thomason
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

694-3482 or 683-6725

NACOGDOCHES, TX
Mound & Starr Church of Christ

1439 N. Mound St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Randy Harshbarger

ODESSA, TX
Crescent Park Church of Christ

1415 Royalty
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Paul Smith
(915) 362-1777 or 366-5071

PLANO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)

Spring Creek Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 398-3221 or 231-3748

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Church of Christ in Valley-Hi

(Near Lackland AFB)
4302 SW Loop 410

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(210) 674-4188 or 628-1018

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Pecan Valley Church of Christ

268 Utopia (IH 37 S.E.
Exit Pecan Valley)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Byron Gage
(210) 337-6143 or 662-9336

SAN MARCOS, TX
San Marcos Church of Christ

2660 Hunter Road
P.O. Box 669

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Afternoon 2: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: George W. Slover
(512) 396-2399 or 353-0364

SHERMAN, TX

ALLEN, TX
Church of Christ
303 E. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Foy W. Vinson
424-5766

ALVARADO,TX
I-35 Church of Christ

(E. Service Rd. of I-35, North of 
Alvarado)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship  11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(817) 783-6308 or 790-7253

ALVIN, TX
House St. Church of Christ

516 W. House St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry R. Osborne
(713) 331-4953 or

331-9305

ANGELTON, TX
Kiber St. Church of Christ

P.O. Box 1162
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Moore
(409) 849-6246

AUSTIN, TX
Cedar Park Church of Christ
Brushy Crk. Rd. & Mustange

Cedar Park, Texas
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Everett
(512) 259-0924 or 219-6816

AUSTIN, TX
Wonsley Dr. Church of Christ

507 E. Wonsley Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff  Smith
(512) 990-7158 or 836-8532

Wonsleycoc@ao1.com

BAYTOWN, TX
Pruett and Lobit Church of Christ

701 North Pruett St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Larry Hafley
(281) 422-5926 or 421-7367

BAYTOWN, TX
East Side Church of Christ

2100 James Bowie
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tony Mauck
(281) 427-8729 or 837-9259

BEAUMONT, TX
Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ

3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Max Dawson
& Edwin Crozier
(409) 866-1996

BEAUMONT, TX
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES

ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

Westwood Village
 Church of Christ

314 N. Tolbert
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Fred Watkins
(903) 868-2809, 893-3637

TAYLOR, TX
South Loop Highway 79

Church of Christ
Route 2, Box 136B

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: John H. Crow
(512) 365-7058

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TEMPLE, TX
Leon Valley Church of Christ

4404 Twin City Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Stroud
(254) 939-0682 or 774-7551

TEMPLE, TX
Southside Church of Christ

2003 S. 5th
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Haynes
773-0931

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER MONTH

WEST COLUMBIA, TX
Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: David Weaks
(409) 345-3818

THE WOODLANDS, TX
Woodlands Church of Christ

P.O. Box 7664-77380
3987 Wellman Road

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

367-2099 or 367-1235

KAYSVILLE, UT
137 S. Flint St.

Bible Classes 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

For info. call (801) 544-1401
 or 451-4582

OGDEN, UT
Ogden Church of Christ

910 23rd St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(801) 394-1397
Bilingual English and Spanish

ANNANDALE, VA
Annandale Church of Christ

Washington, D.C. Area
4709 Ravensworth Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Contact: Floyd Chappelear
256-5543 or 830-0164

CHESAPEAKE, VA
Tidewater Church of Christ

217 Taxus St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Schlosser
(757) 479-5658 or 436-6900

CHESTER, VA
Chester Church of Christ

12100 Winfree St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Crowder
796-2374 or 530-2285

CHESTER, VA
Rivermont Church of Christ

2316 E. Hundred Rd.
(2 mi. W. of Hopewell on Hwy. 10,  

5 ½ mi. E, I-95, exit 61A)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert S. Swain
(804) 530-1764

NEWPORT NEWS, VA
Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ

315 Harpersville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Aaron Burleson
(757) 877-6264 or 838-5374

POUND, VA
Church of Christ

U.S. 23, 3 mi. S. of Pound
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.
Evangelist:  Daniel Holloway

(703) 796-5767

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER YEAR
$95.00 PER QUARTER

RICHMOND, VA
Forest Hill Church of Christ

1208 W. 41st St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Jack Bise, Jr.
(804) 233-5959

RICHMOND, VA
West End

4909 Patterson Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evang.: Michael W. McLemore
(804) 358-7933, 320-3948

or 750-2873

RIDGEWAY, VA
Church of Christ (Rd. 750)

2273 Old Leaksville Rd. 
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Tom Knight - 956-3637
Webster Ford - 956-3093
Jamie Hinds - 956-4651

ROANOKE, VA
Blue Ridge Church of Christ

Blue Ridge Mall, Unit 16
9 mi. E. of Roanoke, Rt. 460

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Call:  Larry Powell
(540) 992-5912 or

Building (540) 977-1277

STAFFORD, VA
Ruby Church of Christ

5 mi. S. of Stafford
US Rt. 1 - P.O. Box 1524

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(540) 373-9466
or 972-2598

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Virginia Beach Church of Christ

Pembrook Manor
Recreation Building

4452 Hinsdale St.
P.O. Box 8693 (23450)

Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(804) 486-6639 or 486-6245
www.vb-churchofChrist.com

BELLINGHAM, WA
Northside Church of Christ

5201 Northwest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Price
(360) 354-7867 or 384-1807

BREMERTON, WA
Church of Christ

500 Pleasant Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.

Elders: Howard Reagan
Harold Trimble, Otto Spieth, Scott 

Saario
377-5622

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TACOMA, WA
Manitou Church of Christ

4806 So. 66th St.
(P.O. Box 7523, 98407)

Sunday 9: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(253) 759-7875
(425) 557-9242

Voice Mail: (253) 752-5616

Barrio Colon
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 8: 00  P.M.

(54) 51-561645 or 219123
Evangelist: Carlos Gatti

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta

Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 A Ave. N.E. T2E ISI

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Derek Chambers
(403) 276-8088 

Services in English and Spanish

CANADA
Jordan, Ontario, Loriso
Jordan Church of Christ
2863 Regional Road 81

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(905) 562-4739, 685-3896

CANADA
Hamilton, Ontario

33 Highcliffe
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Monday    7: 00  P.M.

Closest Church to Toronto
Steve Rudd, Evangelist

(905) 575-8437

JAPAN
Okinawa, Japan

Mid-Island Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Call 645-6334, 622-5163 
for information

WEST GERMANY
Kaiserslautern Area

Ramstein Church of Christ
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(06371) 17049 or 44529

HELP
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR 

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

Greenbag Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeremy Joy
(304) 292-3276 or 296-9793

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ

210 Cedar St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Brian Price
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Roberts Ridge Church of Christ

Rd. 2 - Box 368-A
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Sam Wood (304) 845-2202
Ray Crow (304) 845-8098

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOU
PLACE OF WORSHIP

THIS SPACE
$25.00 PER QUARTER

$95.00 PER YEAR

PARKERSBURG, WV
Marrtown Church of Christ

825 Marrtown Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 861-0342 or 422-7458

RAVENSWOOD, WV
Church of Christ
1101 Gallatin St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Christian
273-0261 or 273-3267

MILWAUKEE, WI
Metropolitan Church of Christ
1029 S. 58th St., P.O. Box 14187

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Girardot
257-3035

Church: 258-8520

ARGENTINA, Cordoba
Iglesia de Cristo

Pasaje Alicante 2431

VANCOUVER, WA
Church of Christ

Temp. at Sara J. Anderson School, 
2215 N.E. 104th St.

P.O. Box 2488, Zip 98668
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00  A.M.

(360) 687-9196
(360) 263-2168

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

YAKIMA, WA
W. Washington Ave. Church of Christ

902 W. Washington Ave.
Conservative

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(509) 248-8190 or 248-5614

BECKLEY, WV
Church of Christ
100 Carriage Dr.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Weldon E. Warnock
(304) 252-8108 or 255-1136

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

522 Daugherty St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 346-2112

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

873 Oakwood Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 342-5637

CLARKSBURG, WV
Westside Church of Christ

Davison Run Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 782-2132

FAIRMONT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ

934 East Park Avenue
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 366-4523 or 449-1495

MORGANTOWN, WV
Glen Oaks Church of Christ

3130
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see “Giving God” on p. 375

Difficult Bible 
Passages 

 

Vol. XLIII  No. 12
June 17, 1999

Giving God Our Best
Joel Fannin

If we stop long enough to think about it, we will realize that we live 
in an age of pleasures that seem to make life come close to effortless. 
We have cars, cellular phones, ATMs, plastic checks, television sets, 
computers, the Internet (information easier to access), you name it! 
However, in such an age, we as Christians cannot afford to become 
effortless in our service to God. We must always be giving our best to 
the Lord. We have good examples of people in the Old Testament who 
gave their best to God. Following are some other good examples of 
those who did just that!

Most of us know the story of Cain and Abel. “Abel, on his part also 
brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions” (Gen. 4:4). 
We can read on in the same chapter and see that God had regard for 
Abel because of the very fact that he decided in his own heart that he 
would bring his best before the 
Lord while Cain failed to do so.

We can also marvel at Caleb’s 
trust in the Lord when he asked 
Joshua for the land of Hebron 
as an inheritance saying, “I am 
still as strong today as I was in 
the day Moses sent me . . .” (Josh. 
14:11). Caleb gave his best to 
God; all that he could offer. It 
sometimes seems to be that 
some think the older they get, 
the less active they can get. The 
simple answer seems to be to 
just pass it off to those who are 
younger. However, Caleb’s zeal 
for pleasing the Lord did not 
diminish with the passing of time.

Josiah, the sixteenth king of Judah is also another great example! 
After discovering a lost book of the law in the temple during its restora-
tion, it was read before him by Shaphan, the scribe. Up until this time, 
Josiah did what he could to please the Lord. 2 Kings 22:2 describes him 
as follows: “He did right in the sight of the Lord and walked in all the 
way of his father David, nor did he turn aside to the right or to the left.” 
After hearing God’s word, Josiah knew what he had to do. He went on 
an aggressive campaign to “clean up” Judah of all the idolatrous influ-
ence. Most of chapter 23 is devoted to his efforts. In doing this, Josiah 



Truth Magazine — June 17, 1999                                                    (354) 32

Vol.  XLI I I        June 17, 1999        No.  12

Editor: Mike Willis

Associate Editor: Connie W. Adams
Staff Writers

J. Wiley Adams      Irvin Himmel
Donald P. Ames  Olen Holderby
O.C. Birdwell, Jr.  Frank Jamerson
Dick Blackford   Daniel H. King
Edward Bragwell  Aude McKee
Paul J. Casebolt  Harry Osborne
Bill Cavender  H.E. Phillips
Bob Dickey   Donnie V. Rader
Johnie Edwards  Tom Roberts
Harold Fite   Weldon E. Warnock
Larry Hafley   Lewis Willis
Ron Halbrook  Bobby Witherington
Clinton Hamilton  Steve Wolfgang                  

Guardian of Truth Foundation
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Connie W. Adams Fred Pollock
Alan Birdwell Weldon E.  Warnock
O.C. Birdwell, Jr. Mike Willis
Dickey Cooper Steve Wolfgang
Ron Halbrook

— Subscription Rates —
$19.00 Per Year

Single Copies — $2.00 each
Foreign Subscriptions — $22.00

— Bulk Rates —
$1.25 per subscription per month

Manuscripts should be sent to Mike Wil-
lis, 6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123. 
He is available at 1-317-745-4708, E-mail: 
mikewillis1 @compu serve.com. 
All business matters should be ad-
dressed to O.C. Birdwell, Jr. who serves as 
Executive Vice-President for the Guard-
ian of Truth Foundation. He is available 
by phone at 1-800-633-3216 or by mail 
at P.O. Box 858, Athens, AL 35611.
Subscriptions, renewals and other cor-
respondence should be sent to  Truth 
Magazine, P.O. Box 9670, Bowling Green, 
KY 42102.
Book orders should be sent to  Truth 
Bookstore, P.O. Box 9670, Bowling Green, 
KY 42102. Phone: 1-800-428-0121.
Postmaster: Send change of address to P.O. 
Box 9670, Bowling Green, KY 42102. 

see “Liberal” on p. 375 

EditorialEditorial

A Liberal Mindset 

 The apostasy of the Christian Church can be studied from the 
standpoint of the American Christian Missionary Society and the use of 
mechanical instruments of music in the worship of the church. These were 
but symptoms of a liberal mindset that had developed in the people. 
This mindset is reflected in the papers that were circulated among breth-
ren.

 Among the conservatives of that day, the American Christian Review, 
edited by Benjamin Franklin, was the most popular. To the liberals, this 
paper was unacceptable. The following two accounts of the founding 
of the Christian Standard, a paper that still has wide circulation among 
the Christian Church, reflect the change in mindsets that developed 
among brethren. It is instructive for us to read this material so that we 
can identify the development of a liberal mindset among us today. The 
two accounts are taken from two different authors and persepectives. 
The first is from J.S. Lamar’s two volume work entitled Memoirs of Isaac 
Errett, a sympathetic account of his life’s work. Errett was the first editor 
of the Christian Standard. The second account of the midset that called 
for the creation of the Christian Standard is taken from Earl West’s Search 
For the Ancient Order, reflecting a more conservative assessment of 
the changes occurring among brethren. Later, a third description of the 
liberal mindset from the pen of Moses E. Lard, editor of Lard’s Quarterly, 
is given. 

 Note the description of the need for a new paper by J.S. Lamar:

 The story of the founding of the Christian Stand ard is known to very 
few, and it will be read with in terest. It became such a power for good; its 
influence was so conservative and so elevating; in matter, in tone, in spirit, 
it was so admirable; and continuing to this day to be recognized as one of 
the ablest and most influential of the religious journals of America every 
one will be glad to know its origin and early history. Moreover, it was 
through this great channel that, for the rest of his life, Mr. Errett poured 
forth the fullness of his vast intellectual and spiritual resources — glad-

Developed
Mike Willis

dening and blessing hundreds of thousands wher ever the English language 
is spoken.

 As we have more than once pointed out, such a paper was repeatedly called 
for. The best, the wisest, the purest Disciples, all over the land, deeply felt 
the need of it. It is true, the Millennial Harbinger, now edited by Prof. 
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continued next page

The Disposition of a Chris-
tian

Paul (Gal. 3:27) affirmed that one is “baptized into Christ” and has 
therefore “put on Christ.” Galatians 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: nev-
ertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” Christians have a new life, spiritually born again, 
children of God, saved from sin! How should one live?

Disposition is defined as “the predominating bent of one’s mind or 
spirit” (Webster’s New World Dictionary). Bent means “an inclining, ten-
dency” (Webster). With Christ living within, what should be the bent of 
one’s spirit? What is the bent of Christ’s spirit? Since Christ Jesus lives in 
us, each Christian should exemplify his attitude.

A Christian is humble. God hates the haughty look (Prov. 6:16-19). 
Jesus rebuked the pride of the Pharisees (Matt. 25:5-12). Paul cautioned,  
“. . . through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, 
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith” 
(Rom. 12:3). The lyrics of an old song said, “it’s hard to be humble, when 
you are perfect in every way.” The taught get-ahead disposition is a strong 
positive self-assertion. James 4:10, “Humble yourselves in the sight of 
the Lord, and he shall lift you up.” What more could one say?! Some act 
as though they are indispensable; as if a thought is not good unless I 
suggest it! “. . . In lowli ness of mind let each esteem other better than 
themselves” (Phil. 2:3).

A Christian is forgiving. Everyone needs forgiveness, often! All make 
massive mistakes in thought, intent, and action! Jesus taught us to pray, 
“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” (Matt. 6:12); followed by 
the caution in Matthew 6:15, “. . .  if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Frightening, isn’t it! If I 
cannot forgive, I cannot be forgiven! Note: Colossians 3:13, “Forbearing 
one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you so also do ye” (my emphasis, DW). Christ 
lives in me! As Christ forgives, so also must I forgive. “Their sins and iniqui-
ties will I remember no more” (Heb. 10:17). That is how God forgives. Sin 
is cleansed, remitted, forgotten! Recall Jesus (Luke 17:1-5) teaching us 
to forgive when an individual has sinned against us and asked forgive-
ness. Even if one does the same thing seven times in one day, and seven 
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times asks forgiveness, we are to give it! This is difficult! 
This is why the disciples said, “Lord, increase our faith.” 
“You remember that he did the same thing last year on 
two different occasions. I am willing to forgive, but I am 
going to watch and see if he can be true this time. I just 
don’t trust him.” What hope does one have with a wrong 
disposition? Fail to forgive, fail to be forgiven!

A Christian is peaceable. Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are 
the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children 
of God.” Romans 14:19, “Let us therefore follow after the 
things which make for peace, and things wherewith one 
may edify another.” An old joke, but too often true: “One 
was asked if they ever wake up grumpy And they reply, 
no I let him sleep as long as he desires. Is that me, or 
you? Grumpy, argumentative, disagreeable, frustrating, 
difficult. A Christian is to be like Jesus Christ. He taught 
us to be peacemakers. Follow after things that make for 
peace! One arriving late for a business meeting said, “I 
do not know what you are discussing, but I am against 
it!” Another, “There will never be a unanimous decision 
as long as I am a member here.” Christians often act this 
way! “If he is for it, I am against it!” “I just cannot get along 
with George!” How would Christ desire that one act?!

A Christian is grateful. Paul commanded, “. . . be ye 
thankful” (Col. 3:15). The grateful heart finds it easy to 
say “thank you.” Ten lepers were cleansed, one returned 
to thank Jesus. Where were the nine (Luke 17:12-19)? Ten 
sinners were cleansed, how many returned to thank him? 
What about Sunday night and Wednesday night? Oh, one 
does not have to attend all of those services. Grateful? 
Count your many blessings, see what God has done!

A Christian is tolerant. Jesus cautioned against “mote 
finding” (Matt. 7:1-5). All have growth difficulties. Some 
are looking to find fault. One can develop eyestrain at-
tempting to find faults in others. The worse fault is the 
inability to see my own mistakes! One said, “I can see the 
mistakes of others better than of myself.” Another said, 
“I could see my own mistakes . . . if I had any!” Please 
read 1 John 1:8, 10; Romans 3:10, 23. Some trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and despised oth-
ers (Luke 18:9ff). Lord, look how much wonderful work 
I do: I attend all the services, I give more than others, I 
teach a class at the building, I even brought one of my 
neighbors to services. The other humbly requested, 
“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” You remember which 
one God heard! How did Paul suggest handling a Jewish 
adherent? one without law? a weak individual? Read 1 
Corinthians 9:20-22. If we show no tolerance (you com-
plete the thought) . . . 

A Christian is easily entreated. James 3:17, “But the 
wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.” Other 
translations: open to reason (RSV), conciliatory (Moffit), 
easily persuaded (Alford), ready to be convinced (Good-
speed), easily obeying (Thayer). My translation would say 
not stubborn or self-willed! Elders (Titus 1:7) must not be 
self-willed! Listen to one another! Be easy to reach when 
one is anxious to discuss a matter with us. Do not be a 
“know it all.”

A Christian is courageous. It takes much courage to be 
a Christian. Paul was in prison, about to die. He wrote to 
Timothy to encourage him. Do not permit what is hap-
pening to Paul discourage Christians. 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 
“For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appear ing.” The foe will ever attempt to find us on a bad 
day. “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand. Stand therefore. . .” (Eph. 6:13-
14). One cannot stand for something without standing 
against something else!

Galatians 2:20: “I am crucified with Christ: neverthe-
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” These 
are characteristics demanded by Christ. Let us become what he demands that we be!

4902 Corian Well Dr., San Antonio, Texas 78247-5903  
dfwillis@aol.com
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The Sin of Neutrality

Olen Holderby

“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you 
of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write 
unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly con-
tend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints” (Jude 3). The Williams Translation says, “Carry on 
a vigorous defense of the faith.”

The word “faith” as used here refers to the gospel 
— that which was “delivered unto the saints.” We may 
acquire a personal faith for ourselves (Rom. 10:17). Jude, 
then, is instructing every Christian to be vigorous in 
the defense of the gospel. No Christian can be neutral, 
where the truths of the gospel are concerned, without 
sinning. It makes absolutely no difference at all who is 
involved; when truth and right are under consideration 
the Christian must take his stand for the truth or be an 
enemy of the same.

I was recently discussing the “issues” with a brother 
who was serving as an elder in a local church, and he 
claimed to be sound in the faith. He insisted that the 
problems of institutionalism should not ever be men-
tioned publicly unless someone made an issue of them. 
When I pressed him on this matter, he said, “No sin should 
be mentioned until some one makes an issue of it.” I 
asked, “What sins does your preacher preach against?” 
His reply was, “You will have to ask him.” I did not have 
to wonder any longer how it was that some attending 
where he served did not know the truth concerning those 
things which he, himself, admitted to be wrong.

Neutrality comes in different forms. “Silence” is often a 
form of neutrality; though, “the middle-of -the-road” may 
be a more frequently used expression. Regardless of the 
form in which it may come, neutrality concerning truth 
is sin. John said, “Dearly beloved, stop believing every 
so-called spiritual utterance, but keep testing them to 
see whether they come from God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1, Wil-
liams Translation). Those who remain quiet in the name 

of “peace” have forgotten the “gospel of peace” (Eph. 6:15). 
Paul told the Philippian Christians to strive together for 
the faith (gospel) and to not be terrified by adversaries 
(Phil. 1:27-28). The Lord commended the church at Ephe-
sus for exposing the true character of the false teachers 
(Rev. 2:2). Jesus declared that those who were not with 
him, and those not gathering together with him were 
scattering abroad (Matt.12:30). The silent neutral person 
merely lends support to error and, in reality, assists in cor-
rupting the church for which Jesus died (Eph. 5:25).

Read Galatians 5:19-21 and 1 Corinthians 6:9-10. 
It is difficult for me to believe the brother mentioned 
above does not want such sins publicly or privately 
condemned. However, this would be consistent with his 
idea of not condemning the sins involved in supporting 
the institutional orphan homes and the “Herald of Truth.” 
Brethren who sit silently by and raise no objections when 
the church builds kitchens, dining rooms, recreational 
facilities, arranges for social functions, sponsors scout 
troops or youth camps, and many other like things, are 
permitting sin to get a greater hold on the minds of those 
involved. In order to be free from the blood of all men, 
teachers of God’s Word must declare the whole counsel 
of God (Acts 20:27). When are those in such positions ever 
going to learn this lesson? He who handles the word of 
God deceitfully (2 Cor. 4:2) is treading the path of apos-
tasy. This cowardly path of neutrality is packed hard by the 
feet of them who have betrayed the Son of God, even if 
they do walk it in apparent pride. They have ignored the 
example of Jesus (Matt. 23), and they have rejected the 
commands of his gospel.

Being patient, kind, considerate, and understanding 
does not preclude our putting up a “vigorous defense 
of the faith.” Let every teacher read 2 Timothy 4:1-5 and 
let every elder read Ezekiel 33:7-9, and let both heed 
the instructions there, carefully! May God help us all to 
“declare” ourselves for our own justification (Isa. 43:26), 
and for those who may hear (1 Tim. 4:16).     
1515 Walnut St., Alameda, California 94501

Those who remain quiet in the name of “peace” have forgotten the “gospel of peace.” 
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church of Christ.

Later, after we were married, 
sometimes I would express my 
thoughts to my wife about the things 
that were taught, how nit picking 
some of them were. The thing that 
always got me though, was that 
there was always a scriptural basis 
for what was being taught. The level 
of Bible knowledge among members 
of the church of Christ was very im-
pressive to me. Those people knew 
their Bibles! It didn’t occur to me 
until years later how coincidental it 
was that often on my next visit that 
very subject would come up in the 
preacher’s lesson with a very logical, 
scriptural answer to my question.

So when the same preacher came 
to our home and began to study 
a series of basic first principal les-
sons with us, my mind was already 
prepared to look for the things the 
Bible taught. I was amazed at what 
the Bible taught about the New 
Testament church. The lessons that 
we studied taught me that the New 
Testament gave God’s people a com-
plete organizational pattern for the 
church. I just couldn’t understand 
why other religious bodies would 
not follow the simple teaching of the 
New Testament. I learned that Jesus 
expected complete obedience from 
his followers (John 15:14). I already 

The Emergence of the Church of Christ De-

nomination

John R. Hurt

How long have you been a mem-
ber of the Lord’s Church? Is it just me 
or is the general direction, teaching 
and preaching considerably differ-
ent than it used to be? Where is the 
church of Christ headed? Are we 
seeing the emergence of a different 
religious body?

Personal Background and  
Reminisces

It has been nearly 32 years since 
I obeyed the gospel of Christ. The 
first weekend that I went to my girl 
friend’s home town to meet her fam-
ily I learned that the Sunday morning 
ritual included a delicious breakfast 
and the expectation that everyone 
in the house was to attend worship 
services and class. How could any 
hopeful, young suitor not conform?

My religious background was 
from the Presbyterian denomina-
tion. I had been sent to church by my 
parents who seldom attended but 
believed I needed a “church upbring-
ing.” All I knew about the church of 
Christ was that they didn’t use an 
instrument of music in worship. This 
didn’t make any difference to me. I 
was in love and wasn’t concerned 
about the religious beliefs of my 
girl. I just wanted to get married. I 
agreed that any children we might 
have would be brought up in the 

When I began  
                  to 
study  

                  properly, . . .  
I began to experience 
the “full assurance,” 
“wealth” and “treasure” 
that comes from a per-
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believed that Jesus was the Christ. I 
was taught what the Bible says about 
salvation. Upon belief I was to repent 
of my sins (Acts 17:30). Then I was to 
confess Jesus as my Lord (Acts 8:37). 
I was then to be buried with my Lord 
in baptism for the remission of my 
sins (Acts 2:38). Then I was expected 
to live the Christian life faithfully until 
death (Rev. 2:10). What a wonder-
ful plan of salvation our Lord and 
Savior has given to us! How could I 
not obey?

About five or ten years into my 
spiritual life I began to experience 
something that I believe many 
young children of God experience, 
and I’m afraid from which many 
never recover. I began to notice that 
I no longer got the same feeling of 
“revelation” out of most of the les-
sons and sermons. I must admit that 
I went through a period that some-
times I would experience the feeling 
“not this lesson again.” You see, after 
a few years we have heard most of 
the first principal and the majority of 
the basic doctrinal lessons. Early on 
as babes in Christ we can experience 
considerable growth just by being at 
the services, listening to the preach-
ing, and getting up our class lessons. 
What’s happening is that we are 
literally being spoon fed the gospel 
as surely as we spoon feed our little 
children. This is, of course, the lesson 
Paul taught the Hebrew Christians 
(Heb. 5:11-14). At this time in our 
spiritual growth, it is time to move 
on to meat instead of milk. We need 
to understand that to grow we must 
begin our own study, in addition to 
what we get from the preaching 
and the assembly. To be pleasing to 
God, we must bear fruit and grow in 
knowledge (Col. 1:10). The danger 
is that many don’t study properly 
and grow. Then comes the frequent 
cry! “Not this lesson again.” When 
I began to study properly, I never 
again experienced any such feelings, 
and I began to experience the “full 
assurance,” “wealth” and “treasure” 
that comes from a personal study of 
God’s word (Col. 2:2, 3).

Enter Subtle Changes
As I stand on the threshold of sixty 

and reflect on my years in the Lord’s 
church, I am struck by a number of 
things. One is the emphasis of our 
preaching and teaching as opposed 
to that of 30 years ago. One of the 
individuals that I often discussed 
this with would become infuriated 
whenever I brought up this point. 
“It doesn’t make any difference what 
they taught then,” was his constant 
reply. This, of course, is true and so 
was the rest of his point. “It is what 
the Bible teaches that matters.” How-
ever, neither he nor anyone else that 
I have discussed this with has made 
any attempt to show me that the 
vast majority of things taught then 
were not the truth. There were more 
lessons on scriptural authority. What 
was it? How did we establish it? Why 
was it necessary? When was the last 
time you heard a lesson about “direct 
commands,” “scriptural examples” 
and “necessary inference”? How 
often are these subjects discussed? 
As we look around us, we hear a 
call for “the new hermeneutics.” A 
very liberal call for a new way to 
interpret Scripture. I’m convinced 
that one reason that we hear this 
call is because God’s people have 
forgotten or never learned the “old 
hermeneutic”!

Perhaps it’s just me, but I don’t be-
lieve we are getting nearly as many 
lessons dealing with truth and doc-
trinal error. If the church of Christ is 
correct in the doctrine we teach, the 
vast majority of the religious world 
around us is teaching error and in 
danger of facing judgment in that 
condition. Should we not continually 
remind God’s sheep of the dangers 
of false doctrine? Should we not 
continually prepare God’s people to 
be able to answer and refute error? 
Should we not do every thing we 
can to try and save our friends and 
neighbors from the error of their 
way? Yet, we hear the hue and cry, 
“we are tired of so much negative 
preaching.” If Colossians 1:28 means 

anything, preaching Christ should 
be at least one half “warning or ad-
monition.”

Many brethren are uneasy and 
worried when a preacher actually 
mentions the name of a denomina-
tion from the pulpit. Certainly, this 
should not be done in an ugly or 
distasteful way, but are we reaching 
the point that many of our brethren 
have so little conviction that they 
are ashamed to have their visitors 
hear the Truth proclaimed from the 
pulpit? Mentioning denominational 
names from the pulpit has long 
been a difference of opinion among 
preachers. Yet, even the casual stu-
dent of the restoration movement 
knows that even then there were 
preachers that would not mention 
such names publicly. Make no mis-
take about it though, the lessons 
taught then were distinctive enough 
in nature that the audience easily 
understood that what was being 
preached was not the same message 
being taught by the denomination 
down the street. When fifty percent 
of the lessons taught from the pulpit 
become so general in nature that 
our visitors can’t distinguish them 
from what is being taught down at 
the Methodist Church, mark it down, 
we are well on our way to apostasy! 
Apply the fifty percent test! Pay at-
tention, the percentage you find may 
surprise you.

As with every generation, God’s 
church is under attack. When I first 
obeyed the gospel, the charge from 
the denominational world was that 
we needed to “preach the man and 
not the plan.” The charge is the same 
as it has been for centuries. In the 
current generation the same charge 
takes many different forms, but the 
gist is still the same. From our own 
brethren we hear “the church is 
teaching too much on command-
ments and not enough on Jesus.” 
“The church is not teaching enough 
on ‘love.’” More recently we have 
heard that “we are not teaching 
enough on the ‘cross of Christ.’” These 
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petty attacks often focus on words and phrases that God’s 
people have used over the years. The “love” brethren 
made a big deal out of our reference to “personal work.” 
They insisted that it should be called “discipling.” Now we 
hear from the latter group that we are not saved by a plan 
of salvation but by a Savior. All of these are but attacks 
on the emphasis of the church. There are in our midst 
those that would change the focus and teaching of the 
church of Christ. They cannot scripturally show that the 
teaching of the church is wrong, but they want to quit 
teaching the truth knowing this will change the church. 
If we quit preaching “all the truth” for about a generation, 
they won’t have to be able to refute sound doctrine. The 
next generation just will not know the truth!

Greater Spirituality?
As so often occurs, these ideas are usually brought in 

and pushed by brethren who have in times past been 
brave soldiers for the truth. Only God in heaven knows 
what causes the change in their love for the truth and 
motivates them to push for a church with an altogether 
different emphasis. The sad, tragic reality is, though, that 
the pews are already filled with brethren who are ready 
and even longing for the false doctrine that they are now 
teaching. There are those that have never grown for lack 
of personal study and those that have never heard all 
those sound, basic lessons of times past. The brother or 
sister that has never grown and matured in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord is often seriously intimidated 
by the charge, “The church is not teaching enough on 
the person of Jesus.” And make no mistake about it, the 
church is not teaching as much on the “person of Jesus” 
or “the cross of Christ” as the denominational group on 
the corner. Not only are they intimidated by the charge, 
many of these brethren find, often for the first time in 
their spiritual lives, they are moved emotionally by these 
in-depth lessons. Now, not only are these brethren bored 
and bothered by the same old lessons on doctrine, au-
thority and error, but they see what they feel is a greater 
spirituality with the brethren pushing for the new empha-
sis. After all, what could possibly be wrong with spending 
more time and emphasis centering our thoughts and 
affections on our Savior? To them these kinds of thoughts 
and charges seem to be an effective indictment of what 
they believe to be the out-dated teaching and doctrine 
of the church of Christ.

Well, perhaps we would do well to consider the ques-
tion raised. Are we seeing from this new emphasis a 
greater more enlightened spirituality? I wonder. One 
young gospel preacher who was caught up in the “love” 
movement was thoroughly convinced of this. In several 
discussions, he told me that almost everywhere he went 
preaching these emotional, “Christ centered lessons,” 
some member of the church would come up to him 
and tell him that they had never heard, in all their years 

in the church, such stirring and moving lessons. Then, 
although the words were not quite the same, the charge 
and implication was that most members of the church of 
Christ are too legalistic, too caught up in rituals in rote 
and didactic discipline to have any such spiritual depth. 
He once said of the congregation where I used to wor-
ship “they are as cold as a stone.” How could he possibly 
know what was in their hearts? (This preacher is now a 
member of a large main stream denominational group, 
singing in the choir and happily participating in all their 
many activities.) You see! All this is a judgment against 
my heart! Somehow, since I am a member of the church, 
I don’t have any “love” in my heart. Somehow, I don’t ap-
preciate “the person” of my Lord. Somehow, I don’t have 
enough depth and spirituality to really understand and 
appreciate the “cross of Christ.”

Have They Been There? 
To adequately consider their charge, please permit me 

the indulgence to reflect a little on personal study habits. 
I wonder, have most of these brethren really studied God’s 
Word? I mean have they really studied and meditated 
upon it? These brethren who clamor to be spoon fed with 
more spiritual, preaching lessons of the new emphasis, 
have they been with Jesus during that tumultuous last 
week of his ministry? Have they followed on each heart 
rending stop as Jesus was taken from the garden and 
then taken first to Annas, then to Caiaphas, then to the 
council, then to Pilate, then to Herod, then back to Pilate? 
Have they been there and experienced the grief, anger, 
horror, utter confusion and doubt. Then, have they stood 
with the three Marys on Golgotha’s dreadful crest and 
with a crushed and broken heart watched the most evil 
deed ever perpetrated by mankind? Through the eye of 
meditation have they ever wanted somehow, someway 
to ease the awful pain and suffering of the precious Lamb 
of God led to slaughter by wicked and ruthless men?

Yes, I know that the charges that we teach too much by 
repetition and rote are really attacking my spiritual depth. 
Remember, though, when they can’t refute the plain 
teaching of the Bible, they come after your heart, your 
motivation or your emphasis. What I don’t see, though, is 
how little spoonfuls of spirituality will ever lead to depth. 
How can listening to a few “spiritual” preaching lessons 
ever take the place of a life time of in-depth study and 
meditation on the Word of God? Have these brethren ever 
sat down and read the 119th Psalm? I mean really read 
and meditated upon it. Read all 176 verses, each dealing 
with a different aspect of the revelation of God. Have they 
then, after sober awesome reflection and meditation 
upon God’s Word, ever wept for joy? What I am describing 
here is what countless thousands of God’s people experi-
ence to a lesser or to a much greater degree every day 
of their lives. Members of the Lord’s Church need not be 
intimidated by those who pay a lot of lip service to the 



Truth Magazine — June 17, 1999

                  

9

“person of Jesus” or “the Cross of Christ.” 

Oh, yes, I also know that some of our brethren that 
accuse us of “rote religion” as well as many teachers from 
the denominational world that study and reflect on our 
Lord, can and often do achieve some degree of “spiri-
tual depth.” The young preacher that I mentioned earlier 
brought up a denominational teacher that he thought 
was so spiritually deep. It seems he had just read one 
of his books and was very impressed with his spiritual 
insight. “How could one so spirituality deep not be in 
the right relationship with God?” was his query. What he 
and so many others with similar questions fail to realize 
is that the “treasures of the wisdom and knowledge” are 
there for all who will mine them (Col. 2:3; Rom. 11:33). 
Anyone who studies the Word of God in depth will be 
moved and built up by the gems of truth that he mines. 
Many, indeed, are the lessons and insights that are to be 
found in the inexhaustible mine of truth. With each new 
discovery comes a feeling of wonder and exhilaration (Ps. 
119:18). The glowing coals of truth give off a warmth to 
the soul. Legion is the name of many who have spent a 
lifetime finding and meditating on the wonderful posi-
tive treasures of God’s Word. However, the real depth and 
spiritual understanding belongs to the student who re-
members what the angel said to Peter in Acts 5:20, “Go, 
stand in the temple and speak all the words of this life.” If 
all we do is center our studying on the many wonderful 
and positive aspects of our Lord and Savior, our spiritual 
development becomes one sided. Such a student may 
find himself numbed by the “positive glow.” Forgive me, 
but isn’t this dangerously close to hedonism? Even if it is 
not, isn’t this the same student whose one-sided study 
may lead him to that often reached erroneous and fatal 
conclusion, that such a good and wonderful God would 
never send anyone to hell? What good is our study with-
out the proper balance? What good is the study of the 
Lamb (John 1:29) without the study of the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5)? Such a student forgets that it is 
Jesus who is the primary teacher of the fires of hell.

Perhaps, you too have talked to or maybe read an 
article of some brother or sister that laments that they 
didn’t get to hear many in-depth lessons on the “Cross 
of Christ” or the “Love of God” because the church where 
they were preached too much on “the issues” or “com-
mandments.” Consequently, because of this they wail 
and blame the church for their lack of spiritual growth. 
Yes, the body is to be edified and the sheep fed, but is 
the church responsible for the total growth of every soul? 
Not so! The problem here is they didn’t pick up the shovel 
and walk into the mine!

Have those who long for positive lessons and spoon 
fed spirituality ever stood in the hot wilderness of Paran 
and observed as Korah presumed that he could take 

Dathan and Abiram, sons of Reuben, and take over the 
duties of Moses and Aaron (Num. 16)? Have they watched 
in Godly awe and trepidation as God, through Moses 
and Aaron, taught the people of God what it meant to 
presume they could worship God in whatever way they 
chose? Have they backed away in fearful haste from the 
tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram and then watched in 
stunned dismay and wonderment as the ground rumbled 
beneath them and opened up and swallowed them, 
their tents and their families? Have they in a moment of 
stunned silence stood aghast in complete belief in the 
terrible power of God? If through the eye of faith they 
have been there, they know that God demands scriptural 
authority for everything we do in our service to him! 

Back to the “Ancient Paths”
Brethren, let us not be lulled to sleep by the voices of 

superficial spirituality. We need not listen to voices that 
espouse the wonders of the person of our Lord Jesus 
and teach us to know esoteric marvels of the cross of 
Christ. Their “more spiritual” pleas are just another call for 
God’s people to stop work and come down to the plain of 
Ono. I’m afraid that numerous such calls during the past 
30 years have caused the people of God to almost stop 
the “great work” they have been doing. This “more spiri-
tual” appeal reminds me of the occasion when, as Jesus 
preached, a woman in the audience “waxed eloquent” 
and cried out “blessed is the womb that bore You, and 
the breast at which you nursed.” Jesus replied, “On the 
contrary, blessed are those that hear the word of God, 
and observe it” (Luke 11:27, 28). What God’s people need 
at this point in time is less spiritual eloquence and more 
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life” (Quote from Fann and Grasham’s website).

“Where is the harm in this?” some may ask. A better 
question would be, “Where is such a thing as this autho-
rized by God?” Besides all we could enjoy about Andy, 
Barney, etc., the show still had its faults. For example, the 
characters lied in nearly every episode about something. 
Also, there was Otis, the town drunk. If we’re talking 
about good influences, etc., is it a good influence to have 
a “funny” drunk walking around? Let’s take a moment and 
consider the results of a Bible class based around “The 
Andy Griffith Show.”

Other TV Suggestions
Could we not follow the “Mayberry class” up with a 

class based around “Guiding Light,” “As The World Turns,” 
“Melrose Place,” “NYPD Blue,” etc.? If we can use Andy 
Griffith as a good example, can we not use these shows 
as examples of what not to do? Certainly, God gives us 
examples of people who are not worthy of imitation (e.g., 
Satan, Ahab, Ananias and Sapphira, Demas, etc.) Why not 
watch the TV shows mentioned above and spend time 
talking about what we ought not do in life? If they got 
good attendance from the “Mayberry class” (and they 
did), I guarantee people will come to the “soap opera” 
class! I wonder how long it will be before my suggestion 
is not considered “ridiculous,” but practiced?

What Attracts The People?
The people behind the “Mayberry class,” though they 

may have good intentions, have missed the point and 
purpose of Bible study and worshiping God. When we 
come together in worship, or in a Bible study situation, 
it is for that — Bible study! 

I am afraid that Mr. Fann and Mr. Grasham have just 
followed the old standard of “attracting” people with 

“Andy, Barney, And The Gang”

Jarrod Jacobs

The longer we live, the more we see how the lines 
between the church and the home are continuing to be 
blurred by those who do not respect the will of God. The 
line marking the difference between entertainment and 
worship is being blurred in many places as well. Consider 
the fact that in recent weeks, I have had the opportunity 
to read in the newspapers about the latest fad among 
liberal churches of Christ. What is it? It is to set aside time 
for watching “The Andy Griffith Show” and trying to find 
some “moral” to apply to people. Now, before we get too 
far into this, people who know me know I like watching 
Andy, Barney, and everyone else in Mayberry. It is a funny 
show, and I enjoy it. However, the problem comes in try-
ing to bring this into the Lord’s church and passing this 
off as some kind of “spiritual” message.

Just so we understand that this is not some isolated 
incident, nor is this hear-say, I have newspaper articles 
that document liberal churches taking part in this. One 
such article ran in the January 8-10, 1999 issue of USA 
Weekend. Under the heading of “Spirituality,” Dennis Mc-
Cafferty talked about how Joey Fann, and Brad Grasham, 
both members of the Twickenham church of Christ in 
Huntsville, Alabama, enjoyed the show so much that they 
decided to get a class started. Further evidence that this is 
catching speed comes from an article in The Tennessean, 
on Sunday, February 28, 1999. The writer, Leon Alligood, 
went to Tullahoma, Tennessee and sat in on one of the 
“classes” where “The Andy Griffith Show” was shown. Of 
course, you can also go online and visit the website of 
Fann and Grasham, who offer insights into Mayberry, as 
well as encouraging others to start their own class on 
Mayberry. One reason they encourage this is because, 
“Basically, it (The Mayberry class, JJ) offers a casual, non-
threatening atmosphere for people to get together, have 
fun, and think about how we handle certain situations in 

 If entertainment is an authorized, useful way of bringing people to the Lord, don’t  
you know we would have examples of Christ and the apostles using plays,  
poetry, songs, and other forms of entertainment to bring the people to God?
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one thing, and then springing the gospel on them later. 
Many liberal brethren and denominational folks will try 
to get “big numbers” through special days, outings, a win-
ning ball team, pizza or chili suppers, etc. Then, once the 
people are there, they will get a “sprinkling of Scripture” 
added to the event. Is this not what is intended with the 
“Mayberry class”? The promise of a TV show attracts them 
(Who doesn’t like Andy?) and then the people are given 
a Bible lesson while there.

For people who see nothing wrong with this situation, 
remember Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek.” Paul says that the gospel is the power of God 
to salvation. Nothing else has the power to save except 
the gospel. Consider also the words of Christ, “No man 
can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 
6:44). Who is doing the “drawing” in this verse? God is! 
How is this done? Through the preaching of the gospel 
(2 Thess. 2:14). Paul said, “It pleased God by the foolish-
ness of preaching to save them that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). 
Therefore, for man to come along and implement his 
“think-so’s” for drawing a crowd is to say in essence that 
we know more about drawing people than God does.

Illustrations vs. Entertainment
Some may suggest, “The use of the TV show is merely 

an illustration. Jesus used illustrations, and this is all it 
is.” Yes, Jesus used illustrations in his teaching (vineyard, 
mustard seed, fishing net, ground, tree, etc.), but where 
do we see Jesus using entertainment as the supposed “il-
lustration”? Where do we see Jesus using the plays, poets, 
and singers of the day to “illustrate” his point and “draw” 
the crowd to him? The apostles were the ambassadors 
for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20). Where do we see them stooping 
to that level? If entertainment is an authorized, useful 
way of bringing people to the Lord, don’t you know we 
would have examples of Christ and the apostles using 
plays, poetry, songs, and other forms of entertainment 
to bring the people to God?

Yet, what do we see in the Bible? “Preach the word        . 
. .” (2 Tim. 4:2); “Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15); “I determined not 
to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). Time and again the command and 
examples are shown as to what truly does people good, 
and will truly “bring them in.” What will do it? It is the 
gospel of our Lord. It alone will truly draw, convert, and 
save people! We will be judged one day by the word of 
God (John 12:48). Therefore, doesn’t it make sense to live 
by that word regardless of the consequences?

“A Casual, Non-Threatening Atmosphere”

One last point to consider was the quote made by Mr. 
Fann in trying to justify playing “The Andy Griffith Show” 
as a Bible Study. He said,  “Basically, it (The Mayberry 
class, JJ) offers a casual, non-threatening atmosphere for 
people to get together, have fun, and think about how 
we handle certain situations in life.”

Oh, that Mr. Fann and Mr. Grasham had been around 
during the time of Christ and the apostles! They could 
have solved a lot of problems for them. Did you know 
Jesus had no better sense than to “offend” some people 
on one occasion (Matt. 15:12)? In fact, the Bible says that 
Christ caused some people to be “filled with madness” 
because of what he preached (Luke 6:11). You reckon 
these people Christ taught felt “threatened”? Perhaps 
John wouldn’t have lost his head if he had told Herod 
“it is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife” (Mark 
6:18) in a “casual, non-threatening atmosphere.” Brethren, 
those who know me know I’m all for an open atmosphere 
of study where people are encouraged to open their 
Bible and study for themselves. But, there comes a time 
when sin must be threatened. There comes a time when 
we must stop playing around and charge upon Satan 
and sin with the “sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17). Read 2 
Corinthians 10:4-6, and explain how acting like this will 
make those in sin feel comfortable, or not threatened. 
The problem we are facing in this country is that we have 
a generation of people who are more concerned with 
people’s physical comfort than their spiritual welfare! The 
“unforgivable sin” for many is to suggest that someone 
is living in sin. We have people today who think we can 
“sneak” the gospel in on people, or “trick” them into obey-
ing the gospel with little or no confrontation of the sin 
and error that may be in their lives. How foolish we are for 
thinking this! Friends, the best thing we can do for people 
is to appeal to their common sense, and show them what 
the Bible says. Let’s not “sugar-coat” it, or apologize for 
what God says, but let us present the Bible to people in 
a loving, caring way so that they cannot misunderstand, 
and let the chips fall where they may.

Conclusion
Brethren, let us learn and learn well that there is a 

difference between the teaching of the gospel, and en-
tertainment. People who complain about being “bored” 
in the services do not understand that difference. There-
fore, rather than teach the truth, denominational folks, 
as well as some of our liberal brethren have catered to 
these people. This is why Andy, Barney, and the rest of 
the gang in Mayberry are being used as some type of 
“instructional tool,” and the Bible has taken a back seat. 
Let us learn the difference between entertainment and 
Bible study! Let’s leave entertainment where it belongs 
and the Bible where it belongs (1 Pet. 4:11; Col. 3:17).
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our whole being, it is the service of God. Paul said, “And 
whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to 
men” (Col. 3:23).

When God is served with all our soul and strength, we 
will not be indifferent.

The Subtlety of Indifference
Indifference is not always easy to detect in ourselves 

or others. Thus, part of the danger of it is that it is subtle. 
What makes it so subtle?

1. It develops gradually and slowly. The Hebrew writer 
warned that we should give earnest heed to the word, 
“lest we drift away”(Heb. 2:1, NKJV). The KJV says, “let 
them slip.” The footnote in the KJV adds, “Gr. run out as 
leaking vessels.” All of these describe a slow and gradual 
departure.

This doesn’t happen overnight. One is not diligent and 
enthused one day and the next indifferent. Rather, like a 
leaking vessel, it leaks out a drop at a time. That makes it 
hard to recognize in yourself. A casual examination of self 
may look okay since I may not recognize much difference 
in what I was a few months ago or even the year before. 
But the little movements accumulate over time.

I may look at my actions and see little change in what 
I have been in the past. But again, my examination of self 
may be flawed. I must recognize that indifference strikes 
first at the heart and then manifest itself in my actions.

2. It is harder to see what we are not doing. Paul re-
buked some brethren who ought to have developed 
into teachers, but needed to be taught themselves (Heb. 
5:11-12). It was not what they were doing, but what they 
didn’t do. That’s not easily seen.

Overt acts of sin are easily seen by self and others. I 
know if I lie, cheat, curse, drink, or steal. Even sin in atti-

Indifference (1)

The Subtlety Of It
Donnie V. Rader

The problem with indifference is that many who have 
it don’t know it; and those who do don’t care. Few, if any, 
churches exist that do not have some members who are 
indifferent.

What Is Indifference?
Indifference is apathy, unconcern, and disinterest. The 

dictionary says, “1. Characterized by a lack of partiality or 
bias. 2. Not mattering one way or the other; of no great 
importance. 3. Having no marked feeling one way or the 
other . . . 4. Having no particular interest or concern . . . 
8. Not active or involved” (American Heritage Dictionary 
655). Those lacking in diligence, dedication, and devotion 
are indifferent. Simply put it is an “I don’t care” attitude.

Like a cancer, indifference eats away at the life of a 
Christian and a local church.

God’s People Have Always Been  
Plagued With Indifference

Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, lamented the fact 
that Judah, who was doomed to captivity, acted as if it 
was nothing (Lam. 1:1-12). Centuries later, the church 
at Corinth had a fornicator in their midst and had done 
nothing about it (1 Cor. 5:1-13). They were not even upset 
about it. Laodicea, one of the seven churches of Asia, was 
rebuked for being neither cold nor hot, but lukewarm 
(Rev. 3:15-16).

The People of God Should Be Diligent,  
Devoted And Zealous

We should seek first the kingdom of God and his            
righteousness (Matt. 6:33). The priority of our life should 
be for God to rule our heart and live right before him. In 
so doing, we will sanctify (set apart) God in our hearts 
(1 Pet. 3:15). Our service to God must be with a fervent 
spirit (Rom. 12:11).

Solomon wrote, “Whatever your hand finds to do, 
do it with your might” (Eccl. 9:10). If anything deserves 
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tude that involves doing is easily seen. I know if I hate, lust, 
am bitter, have envy, jealousy, or anger. But, it is harder 
to detect what I fail to do. It is even harder to see that I 
don’t care as much as I ought to . . . that I’m not involved 
as I ought to be . . . that I’m not as dedicated as I ought to 
be . . . that I should have grown more by now.

This principle is especially true with one whose apathy 
has not caused him to quit altogether.

3. We focus on the signs or fruit of indifference as be-
ing the real problem. When we see the symptoms of a 
problem it is easy to deal with the symptom rather than 
look for the cause. It is like going to the doctor with pain 
in your arm. The pain is merely a symptom of the real 
problem (i.e., a pinched nerve). If the doctor loads the 
patient up with pain killer, he is merely treating a symp-

to introduce the choir on a regular basis. Like dripping 
water wears away the stone, so incrementalism effects 
great changes. These professional choruses, whether 
individually organized, or sent out by the colleges and 
universities among us, to perform (“presentations”) in 
churches of Christ, are preludes to the choir!

The entertainment aspect of the “presentation” is high-
lighted by the “refreshments following the presentation,” 
offered to all who attend from the area. And, this could be 
called “worship”? Does this church of Christ follow their 
invitations to worship God by the phrase: Admission Is 
Free? One reads in vain in the New Testament to find a 
thirty-second cousin to such a practice! It doesn’t take a 
prophet to see that a choir in this church of Christ is not 
far in the future!

680 Winchester Dr., Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42240

tom and not the real problem.

If one doesn’t attend as he should, we preach to him 
about attendance. It may not seem to do much good. 
He doesn’t change. If one doesn’t study and grow as 
he should, we may preach to him about growing and 
studying. Again, it may not seem to do much good. 
Those things we are addressing (and need to address) 
are symptoms of indifference. The real problem is in the 
heart (Prov. 4:23; Matt. 15:19). The person is indifferent! 
He doesn’t care! He doesn’t have the respect for God 
and his word as he should. That’s why our preaching on 
attendance or other matters may not seem to generate 
any change. If we can cure the indifference, the symptoms 
will be removed.

In other articles we will consider the causes, signs 
and cure.
408 Dow Dr., Shelbyville, Tennessee 37160

Choruses in Churches of Christ,  
Prelude to Choirs

Bill Reeves

Your special invitation to hear SONLIGHT SINGERS (acapella Christian Chorus from San Diego) at the Bright Angel 
Church of Christ, Saturday, September 12, 1998, 7:00 
P.M. REFRESHMENTS Following the presentation. 
Please stay as our guests. DIRECTOR: George Budurin. 
Additional information from Boyd Gulliland, Min. Ad-
mission is free!

The above flyer was distributed in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
one being received by the faithful brethren meeting on 
N. Vegas Drive. Here is a case of a church of Christ having 
a professional chorus to sing (acapella) to it, while the per-
sons in attendance are simply spectators who listen. This 
is entertainment pure and simple! This is not “teaching 
and admonishing one another” as congregational singing 
is designed by God to accomplish (Col. 3:16).

Satan is persistent; he tirelessly works through what 
can be called “incrementalism”; that is, slowly “growing” in 
the introduction of error by means of regular consecutive 
additions which are simply small steps at a time. Once 
the brotherhood becomes accustomed to the choruses 
singing in the churches, then it is not so shocking a matter 
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The Shame of Nakedness

Ron Halbrook  

Revelation 3:17-18 pictures a proud church like a 
poor, diseased man with inadequate clothes. If the 
church repented, Christ would supply every spiritual 
need, “that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame 
of thy nakedness do not appear.” This figurative use of 
inadequate clothing is based on the concept of the 
shame of nakedness and on the failure of some people 
to recognize this shame.

Nakedness may refer to nudity or to inadequate cloth-
ing. Adam and Eve were first nude but then partially 
clothed with “aprons” (girdle, loin-covering; Gen. 3:7). God 
replaced this inadequate clothing with “coats,” proper 
and adequate garments “generally with sleeves, coming 
down to the knees” (v. 21; Gesenius, Hebrew & Chaldee 
Lexicon 420). God replaced their shorts with garments 
covering from the shoulders down to the knees to cover 
the shame of their nakedness.

To uncover or see nakedness is a euphemism for sexual 
intercourse (Lev. 18:6; 20:17). Nakedness with its sexual 
appeal and implications is a blessing in marriage, but 
a curse and shame when displayed outside marriage. 
Therefore, in addition to outer robes, the priests wore 
pants reaching from the waist to the knees — “breeches 
to cover their nakedness; from the loins even unto the 
thighs they shall reach” (Exod. 28:42). Even heathen 
women knew the embarrassment of lifting their skirts 
to cross a river — “make bare the leg, uncover the thigh. 
. . . Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame 
shall be seen” (Isa. 47:2-3). Exposing the thighs reveals 
the shame of nakedness. 

God commanded women to “adorn themselves in 
modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; 
not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 
but (which becometh women professing godliness) 
with good works” (1 Tim. 2:9-10). Shamefacedness or 

shamefastness is an innate sense of honor which “shrinks 
from overpassing the limits of womanly reserve and 
modesty, as well as from the dishonor” of such an act 
(Trench, Synonyms of the New Testament 63-68). It is “a 
sense of shame” or “modesty which is ‘fast’ or rooted in 
the character” (Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testa-
ment Words IV:17). 

Modesty, shamefacedness, and sobriety deeply rooted 
in a woman’s character cause her to shrink back from 
exposing the shame of her nakedness. This shame is ex-
posed before men by her wearing skirts and shorts above 
the knees, miniskirts, low cut dresses and blouses (front 
or back), strapless or backless dresses, swimsuits, tube 
or tank tops, tight or formfitting attire (leotards, bicycle 
shorts, etc.), and the generally abbreviated uniforms worn 
by majorettes, cheerleaders, and flag or drill teams. A man 
in shorts revealing his thighs and without a shirt exposes 
the shame of his nakedness to women.

The sin of exposed nakedness is fraught with dangers. 
It creates temptations for the opposite sex, sears the 
conscience, and refuses the truth of God’s Word (Matt. 
18:6-7; Jer. 6:15; Hos. 8:12). It weakens the home by caus-
ing parents to fail in their duty to their children or children 
to rebel against parental leadership (1 Sam. 3:13; Deut. 
21:18-21). When Christians are guilty, they conform to 
the world, start down the road of apostasy, set the wrong 
example, and bring shame on Christ and his church (Rom. 
12:2; Judg. 2:10; Matt. 5:13-16; Eph. 5:26-27). Souls will be 
lost over such sins (Gal. 5:19-21).

Christ can clothe us spiritually and teach us to dress 

3505 Horse Run Ct., Shepherdsville, Kentucky 40165

When Christians are guilty, they conform to the world, start down the road 
of  
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of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief,” so said Paul, 
the apostle to the Gentiles (1 Tim. 
1:15). He is the Lamb of God who 
“taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:19).

Why are we sinners? Not because 
we are born sinners; not because we 
inherit the guilt of Adam’s sin; not 
because our parents were (or are) 
sinners; not because we are inher-
ently evil, etc. These and many other 
theories are taught in the world of 
religions. Scriptures are perverted 
and misinterpreted to sustain these 
false doctrines. 

We are sinners because: (1) We 
go astray from God (Isa. 53:6; 1 Pet. 
2:25; 2 Pet. 2:15); (2) We disobey and 
violate the law(s) of God (1 John 3:4; 
5:17); (3) We fail to do that which is 
our duty to do (Jas. 4:17; Matt. 25:1-
13, 24-30, 41-46); (4) We cultivate an 
evil heart of unbelief in departing 
from the living God (Heb. 3:12; Rom. 
11:32); (5) We become the children of 
the prince of the powers of the air, 
the devil, children of disobedience, 
dead in trespasses and sins, walking 
in the sinful practices of this sinful 
world, deserving of punishment 
(Eph. 2:1-10).

Sin has dominion over us when 
we live in sin and the guilt of sin 
abides upon us (Col. 3:5-7). We are 
“servants of sin unto death” when 

“Not Under Law, But Under Grace”

Bill Cavender

“For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:14, KJV). “For sin 
shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under law, 
but under grace” (Rom. 6:14, ASV).

There are three clauses in our text: 
(1) “For sin shall not have dominion 
over you”: (2) “for you are not under 
law,” (3) “but under grace.” It is these 
three clauses which will form the 
divisions of our lesson.

1. “For sin shall not have dominion 
over you.” Men and women, boys and 
girls — all accountable, responsible 
persons are guilty of committing 
sin(s) against the God of heaven by 
virtue of disobeying him, violating 
his holy, just, and good law (Rom. 
7:11-12). “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” . . 
. “there is none righteous, no, not 
one” . . . “there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one” . . . “for that all 
have sinned”       . . . “we have before 
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that 
they are all under sin” . . . “For God 
hath concluded them all in unbelief 
(“disobedience,” ASV), that he might 
have mercy upon all”     . . . “But the 
scripture hath concluded all under 
sin” . . . “For there is not a just man 
upon earth, that doeth good, and 
sinneth not” . . . “for there is no man 
that sinneth not” (Rom. 3:23, 10, 12; 
5:12; 3:9; 11:32; Gal. 3:22; Eccl. 7:20; 
1 Kings 8:46).

Only Jesus the Christ, the only 
begotten Son of God, our Saviour, 
Immanuel, God manifested in the 
flesh, truly God (Deity) and truly man 
(humanity), did not sin. He knew no 
sin (1 Pet. 2:21-25; 2 Cor. 5:21). He was 
“holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and made higher than 
the heavens” (Heb. 7:25-26). Never in 
thought, word and deed, during his 
sojourn in his world among men, did 
he violate the holy laws of his Father 
in heaven or the laws of human rul-
ers on earth. He left nothing undone 
and unsaid that he should have done 
and said. No sin(s) of commission or 
omission ever tainted his holy life or 
sullied his sinless soul. 

For we have not a high priest that 
cannot be touched with the feel-
ing of our infirmities; but one that  
has been in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin (Heb. 
4:15).
All of us are sinners. Who and 

where is that one who will say he 
is not guilty? We are the objects of 
God’s mercy and grace in Christ. He 
came to seek and to save the lost, 
to give his life as a ransom for many 
(Luke 19:10; Matt. 20:28). 

“Faithful is the saying, and worthy 
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The Lord’s Church in Danville, Kentucky will 
begin the 24th year of classes with  
any who wishes to study with us. Consider the 

we obey sin, when sin is our master 
(Rom. 6:15-23). Cain was warned by 
God that “sin coucheth at the door; 
and unto thee shall be its desire; 
but do thou rule over it” (Gen. 4:1-
8). Men and women can rule over 
sin through faith and by resisting its 
overtures, or it will rule over us. We 
can master sin or sin will master us. 
“Be subject therefore unto God; but 
resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you” . . . “Be sober, be watchful: your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour: whom resist steadfast 
in the faith . . .” (Jas. 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:8-9). 

Let no man say when he is tempt-
ed, I am tempted of God: for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: But 
every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed. Then when lust hath con-
ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and, 
sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death. Do not err, my beloved 
brethren (Jas. 1:13-16).

 
 The dominion and rule of sin in 
our lives is broken and overcome 
when we become “dead to sin,” when 
“we walk in newness of life,” when “he 
that is dead is freed from sin,” when 
“we be dead with Christ we believe 
that we shall also live with him,” when 
“reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,” when 
“sin (does not) reign in your mortal 
body,” when “your members (are) 
instruments of righteousness unto 
God,” when “now being made free 
from sin, and become servants to 
God, ye have fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life” (Rom. 6:2, 4, 
7-8, 11-13, 18, 22).

Romans 6 tells us how and when 
we “become dead to sin” and “alive 
unto righteousness;” how and when 
we cease to be “the servants of 
sin” and become “the servants of           
righteousness”; how and when we 
are no longer under “the dominion 
of sin unto death” but “alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
This dominion of sin is broken 

and overcome when we 
are: (1) baptized into Jesus 
Christ; (2) baptized into 
his death; (3) buried with 
him by baptism into death 
(i.e., our own death to sin); 
(4) raised up from baptism 
to walk in newness of life, 
which is a likeness of his 
resurrection; (5) when the 
sinful body is crucified and 
destroyed; (6) when we are 
dead to sin and freed from 
sin (Rom. 6:3-7). The inspired apostle 
further writes: “Ye were servants of 
sin, but ye have (1) obeyed (2) from 
the heart, (3) that form of doctrine 
which was delivered you. (4) Being 
then made free from sin, ye became 
the servants of righteousness” (Rom. 
6:16-18). Thus the Saviour said, “He 
that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned” (Mark 16:15-16). 
The inspired apostle Peter said, “Re-
pent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
2:37-41). “Baptism doth also now 
save us,” as water saved Noah, when 
baptism is an act of trust in God, 
sincere belief in Jesus who died for 
our sins, repentance and true sorrow 
for the sins we have committed, and 
is the response of a good conscience 
toward God (1 Pet. 3:20-22; Acts 8:26-
40; 2:37-41; 2 Cor. 7:10).

2. “For you are not under law,” is 
an ellipsis (“Gram. Omission of one 
or more words, obviously under-
stood, but necessary to make the 
expression grammatically complete” 
— Webster . . . “For you are not under 
law only, but also under grace.”)

We are “under law.” There could 
be no such thing as “sin” if there 
was no law. “Every one that doeth 
sin doeth also lawlessness; and sin 
is lawlessness. And ye know that he 
was manifested to take away sins; 
and in him is no sin” (1 John 3:4-5, 
ASV). “Whosoever committeth sin 
trans- gresseth also the law: for sin 

is the transgression of the law. And 
ye know that he was manifested to 
take away our sins; and in him is no 
sin” (1 John 3:4-5, KJV). “For the law 
worketh wrath; but where there is no 
law, neither is there transgression”        
. . . “for until the law (the law of Moses, 
bc) sin was in the world; but sin is not 
imputed (reckoned, counted) when 
there is no law” (Rom. 4:15; 5:13).

Adam and Eve were the first 
lawbreakers — sinners. She was 
beguiled by Satan but Adam was 
not beguiled (1 Tim. 2:13-14; Gen. 
3:1-13). He entered into sin “with 
his eyes wide open,” knowing he 
was disobeying God when he did 
it. Jehovah had commanded Adam, 
saying, “Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat: but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die” (literally, “dying 
thou shalt die,” i.e., dying every way 
a man can die) (Gen. 2:16-17). Adam 
died spiritually at the time he ate 
of the forbidden fruit; the sentence 
of spiritual death, separation from 
God, came upon him immediately 
(Isa. 59:1-2; Ezek. 18:20). The sen-
tence of physical death, separation 
of spirit and body, came upon him 
930 years after his exclusion from 
the Garden of Eden and his inability 
to any longer eat of the fruit of the 
tree of life (Jas. 2:28; Eccl. 12:7; Gen. 
3:22-24; 5:5).

By the Holy Spirit the apostle Paul 
said, “Therefore, as through one man 
sin entered into the world, and death 
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through sin; and so death passed unto all men, for that all 
have sinned: for until the law sin was in the world; but sin 
is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam until Moses, even over them that had 
not sinned after the likeness of Adam’s transgression, who 
is a figure of him that was to come” (Rom. 5:12-14, ASV). 
Adam was the first sinner. He was the first to experience 
the consequence and penalty of sin, spiritual death, 
separation from God (Isa. 59:1-2). He was under the law 
of God and he disobeyed. He walked by sight, not by 
faith (2 Cor. 5:7). Sin the master, spiritual death the result, 
entered into the world of men and women through him. 

Sin and death passed upon all of Adam’s descendants for 
they have all done what Adam did — they have sinned! 
They did not commit the same sin, eating the forbidden 
fruit, that Adam did. 

They committed all manner of sin(s) and all came un-
der the same sentence, death, first imposed upon Adam. 
The consequence and penalty for violation(s) of God’s 
laws have always been the same. The same penalty and 
curse of the law comes upon each one when we sin. It 
has been so since Adam!

Men from Adam to Moses, about twenty-five hundred 
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Moses entered and the offence abounded because: (1) it 
revealed and defined the offence. The light shined in the 
darkness and sin was manifested and discerned (Rom. 
7:1-25). What man thought little about and dismissed as 
trivial now becomes matters of magnitude and gravity; 
(2) the sinner could see himself without excuse (Rom. 2:2). 
Sin is exceedingly sinful when committed against light 
and knowledge; (3) sin abounded by causing the sinner 
to see himself in presumptuous rebellion against God, as 
his spirit rises up in opposition to God and to his good 
and pure law. God commands and man refuses. 

God forbids and man desires. In the hearts of sinful 
men the law provokes to rebellion. The vicious self-will 
of wicked, disobedient people is at enmity against God. 
Trespassers try to show the Almighty that he cannot 
rule over them; (4) God’s law compels us to look in the 
mirror, the perfect law of liberty (Jas. 1:22-25), and see 
that sin is a powerful master and tyrant over us, that sin 
dwelleth in us through our unbelief and disobedience 
to our Lord’s will.

3. “But under grace.” “But God, who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 
grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through 
Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God; not of works, 
lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:3-9).

No one will seek for mercy and forgiveness until and 
unless one pleads guilty to the indictment of God’s law 
which pronounces us as sinners, violators of his law. The 
condemnation of the law should prepare us with heart-
felt desire for the cleansing of the blood of Jesus and the 
forgiveness and pardon which our Heavenly Father offers 
us in the good news, the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Isa. 55:6-7; Rom. 1:16-17; 3:19-28; 4:20-25; 5:9-10). Grace 
abounds by forgiving us of all sins — all as to kind(s) and 
all as to number(s). There is no sin too great to be forgiven 
where there is true assurance of faith in Jesus and his shed 
blood, where there is penitence, sorrow, and regret for 
our sins, and where there is obedience from the heart to 
the gospel of our Lord in baptism for the remission of our 
sins (Acts 2:37-41; 8:26-39). 

And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall 
be damned (Mark 16:15-16).

Through grace, God our Father has made us partak-
ers of his divine grace, children of God through faith 

years or so, sinned and were guilty, under sentence of 
death (Rom. 5:14). They violated God’s laws. Abel recog-
nized his guilt and offered the sin offering (Gen. 4:4; Heb. 
11:4). Faithful men in the lineage of Seth “began to call 
upon the name of Jehovah,” preaching righteousness 
and condemning sins of the people (Gen. 4:26). Enoch, 
the seventh from Adam through Seth, condemned the 
ungodliness of ungodly people (Gen. 5:24; Jude 14-15). 
Noah was a preacher of righteousness, upholding God’s 
laws and condemning transgressors (Gen. 6:1-13, 22; 
7:1; Heb. 11:7; 1 Pet. 3:20-21; 2 Pet. 2:5). Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, and other great men and “patriarchs” of 
faith lived during this period from Adam to Moses (Rom. 
5:12-14). They were sinners for they disobeyed God. One 
disobeys God by violating his will. But they knew God’s 
will and obeyed, though imperfectly, and offered the 
sacrifices in admission and remembrance of sin(s). The 
entire fourth chapter of Romans deals with Abraham 
who was a sinner, but who was saved by God’s grace 
through his (Abraham’s) faith. There has never been a 
human being who has not been subject to God’s will 
and commandments.

In Moses’ eighty-first year, the law from Jehovah God 
which bears Moses’ name (“the law of Moses”), was given 
to the Hebrew people at Sinai. Moses was the mediator of 
this law and covenant (Gal. 3:17-29). This law was “added 
because of transgressions, till the seed (Jesus Christ, the 
promised seed of Abraham, bc) should come to whom 
the promise was made” (v. 19); the law of Moses could not 
give life (v. 21); they who “are under the works of law are 
under the curse,” i.e., the curse and condemnation which 
the law pronounces upon those who disobey it (v.10); “no 
man is justified by the law in the sight of God” (v. 11), for 
if a man could be justified by the law, he would have to 
live perfectly, never sinning (vv. 12-13; Rom. 10:5). Law 
condemns the sinner; Jehovah God, in his grace, mercy, 
love and kindness through Jesus Christ, forgives the sin-
ner (Tit. 3:3-7).

“Moreover the law entered, that the offence might 
abound: But where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound: That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal 
life by Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 5:20-21). The law of 
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(2 Pet. 1:3-4; Gal. 3:26-29). Through 
God’s grace we are heirs of God and 
joint-heirs with Jesus (Gal. 3:28-29; 
4:1-7; Rom. 8:16-17). Through grace 
we who are sinners are born again, 
of water and the Spirit, in obeying 
the truth, and granted citizenship 
in his heavenly kingdom, to live for-
ever with him, and with our Saviour 
who died for us, and with the elect 
angels, and with the redeemed of 
all the ages (John 3:3-5; 1 Pet. 1:22-
25; Phil. 3:20-21; 2 Pet. 1:3-11; Matt. 
8:11; Luke 13:28-30). Through God’s 
grace the Lord of glory was crucified 
for our sins and he willingly gave 
his life as a ransom for as many who 
would believe on him and obey him 
(John 1:11-12; 1 Cor. 2:8; Matt. 26:20, 
28; Heb. 5:8-9). Grace, mercy and 
peace abides with God’s redeemed 
children now through our lives here 
and into eternity.

Marvelous grace of our loving 
Lord, Grace that exceeds our sin 
and our guilt; Yonder on Calvary’s 
mount out-poured, There where 
the blood of the Lamb was spilt       
. . . Dark is the stain that we can-
not hide, What can avail to wash 
it away? Look! there is flowing a 
crimson tide; Whiter than snow 
you may be today . . . Marvelous, 
infinite, matchless grace, Freely 
bestowed on all who believe; You 
that are longing to see His face, 
Will you obey and His grace re-
ceive? . . . Grace, Grace, Infinite 
Grace, Grace that will pardon 
and cleanse within; Marvelous 
Grace, Infinite Grace, Grace that 
is greater than all our sin” (D.B. 
Towner, Julia H. Johnston).
 
Amazing grace, how sweet the 
sound; That saved a wretch like 
me! I once was lost, but now I’m 
found, Was blind, but now I see      . 
. .’Twas grace that taught my heart 
to fear, And grace my fears al-
layed; How precious did that grace 
appear, When I His word obeyed 
. . . Thru many dangers, toils and 
snares, I have already come; ’Twas 
grace that bro’t me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home . . . The Lord has promised good to 
me, His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, 

Long Shorts

Morris Hafley

The term long-shorts seems a contradiction to me,
Kinda like having fried iced tea.
People wear them, they say, to keep cool,
But disobeying God makes one a fool.

Some tell me they’re more comfortable and they fit,
The problem is not while standing, but when you sit.
The words “decent” and “modest” don’t come to mind,
And to warn them, we are told, is so unkind.

People across the room see how high they go,
Shall we take a Polaroid and let you see the leg show?
Perhaps we should be more concerned about the  Lord
Before we go around being conformed to the world.

Is it really the teenager’s fault when allowed by mom      
and dad,
As they walk around dressed like the world, that’s so sad.
When we allow this in youth we are setting a trend,
One that will continue generations without end.

How ’bout the husband who lets his wife do the same,
When this old world with sex has gone insane?
Do they not love their family and the Father above?
To tell his wife and children “No,” that’s tough love.

“We are losing the battle” it has been said,
But we won’t quit fighting till we are dead.
Let your family know you’re not ashamed to blush,
As toward judgment and eternity we rush.

May God help us to continue to speak out
Against anything that contributes to the drought
Of preaching kindly and boldly as we ought teach
As toward our heavenly home we earnestly reach.
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Exceeding Great And  

Precious Promises

Daniel H. King

We often take for granted the good things which we enjoy. 
We as Americans are blessed exceedingly, savoring a political and economic system which encourages indepen-

dence, self-reliance and a capitalistic entrepreneurial 
spirit. The resultant structure of both government and 
society has led to our knowing such freedom as few have 
ever known before us. We enjoy a level of prosperity 
that is seldom experienced by those of other modern 
nations. 

Some of us are fortunate enough to have been born 
into a family with good reputation for virtue and hard 
work. We have done nothing whatsoever to deserve 
it, but we are nevertheless favored by this fortuitous 
circumstance also. The quality of our lives is the better 
for it, and the ambition and work-ethic which we have 
inherited gives us both satisfaction from our labors and 
success from our efforts at useful enterprises.

But those of us who are Christians are blessed most 
of all. Like those who dwell in a rich land, endowed by 
God with all the good things of life, we are pleased to 
know a level of spiritual blessing which few others can 
even imagine. This is what Peter declares of our estate 
in his second epistle:

Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust (2 Pet. 1:4).

Peter does not address the issue of the Christian’s 
blessed condition with an inappropriate modesty. 
Instead, he speaks palpably and conspicuously of the “ex-
ceeding great and precious promises” of God which are 
ours to enjoy. This conveys a picture of lavish profusion, 
of opulent richness, even of superabundant blessing.

And, when one investigates the Word of God in search 

of the regal blessings which are bestowed upon the child 
of God in a proper relationship with the Father through 
his Son Jesus Christ, he is impressed with the extravagant 
bountifulness of those gifts. Let us make note of but a few 
of those “exceeding great and precious promises”:

1.There Is The Promise of Safe Retreat. Christians hymn 
the glory of this wonderful blessing in the beautiful song 
Rock of Ages: “Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide 
myself in thee.” All of us experience times in our lives 
when we feel that the world is closing in around us and 
it appears that there is no one to go to for help, no place 
to retreat. Another line from one of the famous hymns 
comes to mind here: “Where could I go? Oh, where could 
I go? Seeking a refuge for my soul?” 

The crushing problems, turbulent storms, and daunt-
ing tasks of life cause us to long for a spiritual retreat 
from it all. The Lord offers this to his faithful children: 
“And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempest, as streams of water in a 
dry place, as the shade of a great rock in a weary land” 
(Isa. 32:2). In God there is promise of a safe retreat. In the 
world there may not seem to be such a place, or such a 
condition. But for the child of the King, the resplendent 
promise provides confidence that there will never be a 
time or place or circumstance where he cannot withdraw 
into the Everlasting Arms and feel the spiritual comfort 
of God’s enfolding embrace.

2. There Is Promise of Deliverance. God wanted the 
people of old Israel to call upon him in their day of ad-
versity: “And call upon me in the day of trouble; I will 
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me” (Ps. 50:15). Why 
would it be any different today? We need God in every 
trying circumstance of life, so it is only appropriate that 
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we admit it and call out to him for help. The Bible says 
that God will respond in the day of adversity: “The Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and 
to keep the unrighteous under punishment unto the day 
of judgment” (2 Pet. 2:9).

Yet how often have we endured the difficulties and 
turmoil of our lives without calling out for God’s help? Too 
often we attempt by our own enterprise or imagination to 
come up with a way out without contemplating our need 
for God’s help. We fancy ourselves intelligent enough, or 
inventive enough, or courageous enough, or even strong 
enough to escape the clutches of disaster by our own 
means. We forget that God has taught us to “call upon 
me in the day of trouble,” not only in order that he might 
deliver us, but also because it is evidence of our faith and 
dependence upon him as our Father and our God. Can 
you imagine an earthly father standing helplessly by 
as his child struggles and suffers with a problem which 
he could and would be willing to solve for him, if only 
he would ask? He does not want to barge in or intrude 
where he is not wanted, but stands by frustrated that he 
is not asked for help. Surely this is how God must view 
our occasional problems which he is ready and willing 
to alleviate, if only we would ask!

3. There Is Promise That He Will Never Forsake Us. We 
read in Hebrews 13:5, “I will in no wise fail thee, neither 
will I in any wise forsake thee.” W. Herschel Ford comments 
on this passage as follows: “Paul had enough troubles to 
break anyone’s heart. Now he was in jail, and he realized 
that false teachers were arising. Many of his comrades had 
forsaken and left him. He was old and feeble and knew 
he would soon die. He said, “No man stood with me, all 
men forsook me.” Note that he said, “No man.” What else 
do you have to say, Paul? He says, “Notwithstanding, the 
Lord stood with me and strengthened me.” There’s the 
secret right there.

The troubles may come, the clouds may be dark and 
heavy, but “If the Lord be for us, who can be against us?” 
(Sermons 209). God has promised us that he will never 
forsake us. If all of our friends have forsaken us, God says 
he never will. If our family forsakes us, God promises that 
he never will. If even our brothers and sisters in Christ 
were to forsake us on some mistaken or perverse ground, 
God yet will stand by us. Jesus said, “I will be with you 
always, even to the end of the world” (Matt. 28:20).

4. There Is The Promise of Strength To Endure. This is 
a common theme in the book of Psalms, as is evident by 
the following quotations: “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of 
my life; Of whom shall I be afraid?” (27:1); “The Lord is my 
strength and my shield; My heart hath trusted in him, and 
I am helped: Therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; And 

with my song will I praise him” (28:7); “The Lord will give 
strength unto his people; Jehovah will bless his people 
with peace” (29:11).

On your own strength you may not be able to make it, 
but remember that there is Another upon whom you may 
lean! Putting one foot ahead of the other in life is often 
the answer to most every problem. Facing one more day, 
just one day at a time, is the only solution that we may be 
able to come up with in many circumstances. But where 
do we gather the strength to take that next step or face 
that new day. The Psalmist concludes that “the Lord is the 
strength of my life,” and we ought to do likewise.

5. There Is The Promise of Everlasting Love. In the Old 
Testament God made this promise to his children: “Yea, 
I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore 
with lovingkindness have I drawn thee” (Jer. 31:3). Their 
comprehension of God’s love was nothing in comparison 
to that which is enjoyed by the children of God through 
Jesus Christ: “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
We have the additional revelation of God’s love in and 
through his Son. Such love is never-ending!

Prisoners of war have told interviewers after their 
return home that the only thing they had to hold on 
to during captivity was the knowledge that their fami-
lies loved them and were praying for them daily. They 
endured the seemingly unendurable because love 
sustained them. But, dear friend, you need to know that 
the love of God is able to sustain you through every trial 
and test of life. If you can only come to believe that your 
Father loves you beyond measure, and that he is longing 
to enjoy your company in the heavenly spheres someday, 
world without end, then you will be able to finish your 
earthly course without fail.

6. There Is The Promise That God Will Give Us The De-
sires of Our Hearts. The truly important spiritual requests 
which we ask of our Father will not be denied, when they 
are asked according to his will: “Delight thyself also in 
Jehovah; And he will give thee the desires of thy heart” 
(Ps. 37:4); “And this is the boldness which we have toward 
him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth us: and if we know that he heareth us whatsoever 
we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we 
have asked of him” (1 John 5:14-15). Too often we con-
centrate our thoughts upon the occasional “wait a while 
yet” or “that is what you want but not what you need” 
answer to our prayers. And that is most unfortunate. For 
God does most often give us the desires of our hearts, if 
we are careful about asking for the right things, and are 
concerned to ask according to his will. Very seldom do we 
count our blessings, and too infrequently do we number 
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the prayers which he has answered in the affirmative — or 
even answered without our asking!

7. There Is The Promise That Someday Our Sorrows 
Shall End. We all recognize that this sin-scarred and 
sorrow-plagued world is sometimes a miserable place in 
which to live. Evil and wickedness, war and bloodshed, 
crime and injustice have bespeckled human history and 
left their stains upon the face of the very earth itself. One 
might gain the impression that evil is greater than good 
and that ultimately it may triumph over God. These are 
only temporary victories that we occasionally witness, 
however, and the end is predetermined and unalterable. 
It is as sure as the Word of God. 

The plain promise of God is that there will come a 
time when our Father will pull down the curtain upon 
all human misery and wipe all of our earthly tears away: 
“And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and 
death shall be no more; neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain, any more: the first things are passed 
away” (Rev. 21:4). God’s children must take heart and 
have courage through all of the bad times, for we know 
that better times are coming! God has promised us that 
someday all of our sorrows will end.

“Giving God” continued from front page
also strived to give God his best.

In our worship, and in our lives as well, we cannot af-
ford to get lazy or passive. There are so many distractions, 
whether it be at school, at work, or at home, that we forget 
to take time out for the Lord. This includes studying his 
word, prayer, and meditation. As a goal for each and every 
day, let’s determine within ourselves, no matter our age, 
to refresh our hearts in Christ, thus always being ready 
to give God our best!

400 Huntington Rd., Easley, South Carolina 29640

Pendleton, was most ably conducted, and was always 
freighted with matter that commanded the thoughtful 
attention of the more intelligent and influential brethren. 
But it was a monthly, and most of its contents were of 
a character that would have graced a quarterly — deep, 
learned, weighty — and hence not well suited to the popu-
lar taste. There were several weeklies also, among them 
the Review and the Gospel Advocate, but these were not 
satisfactory. They were regarded as being narrow in their 
views on Scriptural truth, essentially sectarian in spirit, 
and, in many respects, hurtful rather than helpful to the 
great cause which they assumed to represent. I would say 
nothing here derogatory of the editors of these papers. 
They represented and fostered that unfortunate type of 
discipleship to which allusion was made in, a previous 
chapter — a type with which the leading minds among 
the brotherhood could have no sympa thy. We may credit 
these writers with sincerity and honesty, but we can not 
read many of their productions without feeling that we 
are breathing an unwholesome religious atmosphere. 
They seem to infuse an unlovely and earth-born spirit, 
which they clothe, nevertheless, in the garb of the divine 
letter, and enforce with cold, legalistic and crushing 
power. The great truth for whose defense the disciples 
are set, demanded a wiser, sweeter, better advocacy — an 
advocacy that should exhibit the apostolic spirit as well 
as the apostolic letter (I:299-301).

The Christian Standard went through some difficult 
times in its beginning. Lamar explained these difficulties 
as follows:

 The “Standard” had not yet, in 1867, become self-
supporting. Certainly it had, for a new enterprise, a fair 
circulation, and its subscribers were more than pleased 
with it. In every sense of the word, it was an excellent 
periodical — strong, versatile, wide-awake, abreast with 
the times, its editor thoroughly well informed, not only 
in theology and religious literature, but in the current 
questions of the day. His corps of correspondents and 
contributors were intelligent and able, adding largely to 
the interest and variety of every issue. In short, it was a 
paper that gave pride and pleasure to its patrons. They 
felt that it represented all that best and worthiest in the 
great cause of restoration, advocating and defending the 
doctrine of the Disciples with dignity and courtesy, and 
setting forth their great plea with delightful clearness of 
statement and uniform strength of argument. 

 Still, the brotherhood as a whole had not, at this time, 
been educated up to this high standard. Their leading 
weekly, before the appearance of Mr. Errett’s paper, was 
the “American Christian Review,” edited by B. Franklin, 
of Cincinnati — which, though in some respects strong 
and influential, was run on a lower plane, and catered to 
a lower taste. Its readers, therefore, missed in the “Stan-
dard” the tone to which they had become accustomed, 
and that slugging sort of belligerency which had been 
weekly exhibited for their delectation and applause. 
Many, consequently, who most needed the blessed influ-

“Liberal” continued from page 2
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ence of Mr. Errett’s gentler and sweeter spirit, had to be 
trained and schooled to appreciate it. This was necessarily 
a slow work. It required time and patience. Men had to 
grow to a loftier stature; their finer sensibilities had to 
be cultivated, and their “senses exercised,” before they 
were capable of discerning the essential excellence and 
incomparable superiority of the “Standard.” When we 
add the influence of secret and unworthy efforts of rivals 
and others to forestall its popularity, and to prejudice 
the public mind against it, we are not surprised to learn 
that, though its patronage increased steadily, it increased 
slowly (I:333-334).

 
 The liberal mindset was also reflected in what was 
wanted in the pulpit. Lamar continues:

 . . . Among the more spiritually minded there had grown 
up longings for the attainment of a higher life, and ear-
nest desires that the work and worship of the church 
might be so directed as to be more helpful towards this 
end. It was felt that a new era had dawned: the past was 
not to be reproduced; the old time sermons, so valuable 
and necessary in their day, had lost their original flavor, 
and had ceased to be interesting. All the ordering and 
exercises of the Lord’s house called for a change, at least 
in tone and spirit; and yet it was not readily apparent in 
what particulars this change was called for. Something 
was wanting — in almost every phase and aspect of the 
general subject, there was room for improvement; and 
Mr. Errett’s wise and well-considered presentation and 
discussion of these points were welcomed everywhere, 
and were productive of much good (I:356-357).

The liberal mindset that called for a gentler gospel and 
more loving presentation reserved its bitterest words 
to describe those who opposed their innovations. Here 
was Lamar’s assessment of the Gospel Advocate and 
American Christian Review’s work:

 . . . To enable the reader to appreciate the situation, 
it should be stated here that the Disciples were a free 
people. They called no man master. They were bound 
by no dictum that could not be clearly supported by the 
Word of God. Even the utterances of the greatest names 
among them, their chosen and honored leaders, were 
freely brought to the standard and test of the Scriptures. 
These alone were authoritative, and these were final. But 
it is easy to see that, with such postulata, men who were 
imperfectly equipped, or who were ambitious for place 
and power, might plausibly, and sometimes unintention-
ally, pervert the Scriptures from their legitimate purpose, 
using them as a sort of compelling force, as though man 
were to be driven rather than drawn to Christ. This, in fact, 
was done, it could not fail to lead to harshness and bigotry 
in the advocacy of truth itself, degrading it into a mere 
partisan badge, and exciting intense and bitter oppostion. 
Those who caught this dogmatic (not to say Pharisaic) 
spirit began to assume that they were par excellence the 
friends of the truth and the representatives of the cause; 
and if any man failed to fall into line and follow this lead, 
he was looked upon with suspicion, and perhaps held up 

before the public as being tired of “the good old way.” 
Now this evil and ruinous perversion of the Disciples’ 
true position was as yet just beginning to manifest. It 
was in the bud — it might possibly be nipped. While the 
great masses of the brotherhood felt that something was 
wrong, they were not able to detect it. They were faith-
ful in heart to God and his Word, and yet somehow that 
Word had seemed of late to lose it loveliness to them. 
As it came from many pulpits, the gospel itself appeared 
to be clothed in the habiliments of a stern and harsh and 
inflexible Mosaism (I:193-194).

The Search for the Ancient Order
 The second assessment of this development of the 

new mindset among the disciples comes from Earl I. 
West, author of the four volume work, The Search for 
the Ancient Order. Brother West is writing from the 
more conservative perspective of the churches of Christ, 
although he committed himself to institutionalism, the 
sponsoring church, and church fellowship halls in the 
late 1960s. Despite the developments of liberalism in his 
own fellowship, he never made a decision to disassoci-
ate himself from that fellowship. His assessment of the 
change in mindset that resulted in the publication of the 
Christian Standard is given below:

But why was the Christian Standard established? Was 
there a particular need for the paper? That certain brethren 
felt there was a need for the paper is obvious else it never 
should have been started. But as to what that need was is 
a different question. Lamar pointed out the inadequacy of 
the currently published religious papers. He writes: 

There were several weeklies also, among them the Review 
and the Gospel Advocate, but these were not satisfactory. 
They were regarded as being narrow in their views on 
Scriptural truth, essentially sectarian in spirit, and, in 
many respects, hurtful rather than helpful to the great 
cause which they assumed to represent. I would say 
nothing here derogatory of the editors of these papers. 
They represented and fostered that unfortunate type of 
discipleship to which allusion was made in, a previous 
chapter — a type with which the leading minds among 
the, brotherhood could have no sympa thy. We may credit 
these writers with sincerity and honesty, but we can not 
read many of their productions without feeling that we 
are breathing an unwholesome religious atmosphere. 
They seem to infuse an unlovely and earth-born spirit, 
which they clothe, nevertheless, in the garb of the divine 
letter, and enforce with cold, legalistic and crushing 
power. The great truth for whose defense the disciples 
are set, demanded a wiser, sweeter, better advocacy — an 
advocacy that should exhibit the apostolic spirit as well 
as the apostolic letter.

Thus Lamar assures the reader that the Christian Standard was needed because the Gospel Advocate and the Ameri-
can Christian Review were edited by men of “unlovely 
and earth-born spirits” who were cold, and legalistic. Now 
the fiction in this is easily discernible. Plans for starting 
the Standard were under way by 1864. The Gospel Advo-
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cate had appeared as a small, monthly paper from 1855 
to 1861, having ceased because of the war. The first issue 
of the Advocate as a weekly did not appear until January, 
1866. In April that year Isaac Errett wrote to David Lip-
scomb requesting back copies of the Advocate saying he 
had not yet seen an issue of it. Yet this paper which Errett 
had not seen was the occasion for starting the Standard. 
To state that brethren were influenced to establish the 
Standard because of the “earth-born spirit” of the Advo-
cate but betrays the prejudice Lamar felt and shows the 
undying contempt in which he held the Advocate. This 
is the element to which Bittle referred when he accused 
Lamar of resorting to imagination — not to facts.

 The American Christian Review was being printed as a 
weekly before this time by Ben Franklin. It was widely 
received: in deed, it was the most popular paper in the 
brotherhood, and it was this fact that worried an element 
of prominent men in the brotherhood. Franklin, on almost 
all issues before the church, stood opposed to Errett, 
Pendleton, and preachers of kindred thought. The editor 
of the Review, they considered “narrow” and “bigoted.” 
Knowing Franklin’s popularity with the majority of the 
brethren, it was their constant fear that Franklin’s “nar-
rowness” would fasten itself upon the brotherhood, and 
prevent the restoration movement from following along 
more “liberal,” “progressive” lines. No person can go 
back to the study of this period and fail to see that the chief 
reason for the establishment of the Christian Standard was 
to kill the Review, and lead the brotherhood away from 
Franklin’s influence into these more liberal channels (The 
Search for the Ancient Order II:29-30).

Brother West’s assessment of why the Christian Stan-
dard was formed is succinct: “The plain truth of the matter 
is that Ben Franklin was the man of the people. There 
were a few men with both money and position who 
disliked Ben Franklin’s close adherence to the scriptures, 
and who were determined to sell the church over to their 
liberal ideas” (II:35). These men were determined to kill 
the influence of Benjamin Franklin and the American 
Christian Review (II:32).

 The spirit of liberalism divided the church, taking 
with it those who thought that the church must make 
adjustments in its preaching and work to accommodate 
itself to the changing times in which those men lived. The 
concept of a pattern for the church was too legalistic for 
their palate. The sermons preached by a former genera-
tion were not suited for the new age in which those in 
the late 1800s were living. This liberal mindset developed 
into the Christian Church. 

Moses E. Lard — Warning Those  
Who Would Hear

 A third voice to give his assessment of the liberal 
mindset that developed into the Christian Church comes 
from Moses E. Lard, editor of Lard’s Quarterly. Lard lived 
during the time these changes were coming and wrote 

to warn brethren of the change in mindset in an article 
entitled, “The Work of the Past — The Symptoms of the 
Future.” He introduced his article as follows:

The prudent man, who has the care of a family, watches 
well the first symptoms of disease. He does not wait till 
his wife is helpless, and his children prostrated. He has 
learned that early cures are easy cures, while late ones 
often fail. On this experience he resolutely acts, and the 
world applauds his wisdom. Why should not the same 
judicious policy be acted upon in the weighty matters of 
religion? All must say it should (II:251).

After assessing the unique position of the Lord’s 
people in reference to several matters, Lard warned 
brethren of a change in attitude toward the need for 
vigilant examination of false doctrines. He said, “As long 
as error is possible, investigation should be free” (II:257). 
He then described some “ill-omened symptoms in our 
ranks.” One of the developments he decried was this: “Ef-
feminate sentimentalism, and a diluted, licentious charity, 
are the carbonic acid gas of the kingdom of Christ. No soul 
can live in them or with them. The truth itself dies under 
their blight, while the church grows cadaverous and lean. 
Sound men in the pulpit, sound men at the press, sound 
men in the field, with hearty elementary teaching and 
preaching — these are what we now need; and what, by 
the Lord’s blessing, we must have” (II:258). What kind of 
preaching did Lard have in mind which he described as 
“effeminate sentimentalism”? Is he describing that kind of 
preaching that is full of stories and anecdotes that warm 
our hearts, but has scarcely any Scripture in it? Note his 
assessment of its effects on churches: “No soul can live in 
them or with them. The truth itself dies under their blight, 
while the church grows cadaverous and lean.”

 He also lamented the following: “neither do we want 
men who erect their morbid sympathies into a standard 
by which to pronounce their brethren heretics, and the 
sprinkled sects around us saints” (II:258). Apparently 
some were so enamored by the denominations around 
them that they could refer to them in  glowing terms, 
but only had reproach for their brethren who opposed 
denominationalism.

 Lard was concerned about a unity-in-diversity at-
titude that developed toward using mechanical in the 
churches. He wrote:

 
. . . Editors and preachers may write and preach against 
organs till the last trump shall sound, but while they 
countenance the churches in which they stand, visit them, and suffer the machines to be cracked over their heads, 
they are but whistling idly in the air. There is but one way 
to cure the spirit in question — crush it. When a church 
learns that no preacher will set foot within its doors while 
it holds an organ; when it sees that its members are aban-
doning it; that it is fast coming to naught; and that unless it 
gives up its unholy innovation it is destined to ruin — then 
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will it kick out its organ, not before (II:260).
 

 Lard also described the “spirit of innovation” in his 
day. 

The spirit of innovation is a peculiar spirit. While com-
ing in it is the meekest and gentlest of spirits; only it is 
marvelously firm and persistent. But when going out, no 
term but fiendish will describe it. It comes in humming 
the sweetest notes of Zion; it goes out amid the ruin it 
works, howling like an exorcised demon. At first it is 
supple as a willow twig; you can bend it, mould it, shape 
it, to any thing; only it will have its way. But when once 
it has fully got its way, then mark how it keeps its footing. 
It now calls for reason, for argument, for Scripture; but no 
more has it an ear for reason, argument, or Scripture than 
has the image of Baal. Argue with the spirit of innovation 
indeed! I would as soon be caught cracking syllogisms 
over the head of the man of sin. Never. Rebuke it in the 
name of the Lord; if it go not out — expel it. This only 
will cure it.

I know that I am accused of writing too severely on these 
matters. It is idle to so accuse me. I can not change. Others 
may do as they see fit; but by the Lord’s help I will never 
tamely submit to these innovations. My whole mind, 
and soul, and strength shall be spent to check them. It is 
high time that manful and outspoken voices were lifted 
against them. They are the insidious leaven of Satan, and, 
for one, can get no countenance from me. If I go down, if 
my humble paper goes down, be it so. I am immovable. 
Defeat with the truth is better than victory with error. 
Give me the Saviour and a cross rather than the Enemy 
and a crown.

He is a poor observer of men and things who does not 
see slowly growing up among us a class of men who can 
no longer be satisfied with the ancient gospel and the 
ancient order of things. These men must have changes; 
and silently they are preparing the mind of the brother-
hood to receive changes. Be not deceived, brethren, the 
Devil is not sleeping. If you refuse to see the danger till 
ruin is upon you, then it will be too late. The wise seaman 
catches the first whiff of the distant storm, and adjusts his 
ship at once. Let us profit by his example.
 
Let us agree to commune with the sprinkled sects around 
us, and soon we shall come to recognize them as Chris-
tians. Let us agree to recognize them as Christians, and 
immersion, with its deep significance, is buried in the 
grave of our folly. Then in not one whit will be better 
than others. Let us countenance political charlatans as 
preachers, and we at once become corrupt as the loath-
some nest on which Beecher sets to hatch the things he 
calls Christians. Let us consent to introduce opinions in 
politics as tests of fellowship, and soon opinions in reli-
gion will become so. Then the door of heresy and schism 
will stand wide open, and the work of ruin will begin. 
Let agree to admit organs, and soon the pious, the meek, 
the peace-loving, will abandon us, and our churches will 
become gay worldly things, literal Noah’s arks, full of 

clean and unclean beasts (II:261-262).

Conclusion
 Are there lessons we can learn from this? Surely we 

can see that men’s clamoring for a gentler and sweeter 
presentation of the gospel, a rejection of the “old worn 
out sermons” of the previous generation, a repudiation 
of men who defended the cause of Christ as legalistic 
and Pharisaical, and the desire for a more sophisticated 
presentation of the gospel in terms more appealing to 
the age are but symptoms of a liberal mindset. The issues 
may differ but the end results are the same.

6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123 mikewillis1@com-
puserve.com

Sparta, Tennessee: I begin work with the Mooresville Pike 
church in Columbia, Tennessee on August 1. The church here 
at Big Springs will be looking for a preacher to work with them 
after that date. The small group here, with attendance in the 
20’s, can supply a very nice house and a small amount of sup-
port. Someone who wants to be semi-retired and can bring 
most of his needed support will find this a very beautiful and 
attractive place to live and will be a big help to a struggling 
work. For further information contact: Dorris V. Rader (931) 
738-3450, John Lawson (931) 738-8095 or Clifton Randolph 
(931) 738-5321. Mailing address is: Big Springs Church of Christ, 
8940 Monterey Hwy., Sparta, TN 38583.

Jordan, Ontario: The church at Jordan is looking for a preacher. 
The church has been in this area well over 150 years. Our 
membership is approximately 70 members. We supply our 
preacher with a house, and fully support him. The main duty 
of our preacher will be to preach all the gospel. Not evading 
the many issues facing the church such as marriage, divorce 
and remarriage, but preaching everything that God has spoken 
to us pertaining to salvation. He will also prepare the weekly 
bulletin, and a monthly newspaper article. In the Fall we have 
a booth at the local fair. The preacher is in charge of this. Each 
year we have a Spring and Fall gospel meeting with a visiting 
preacher. We would be happy to consider all applicants. Kindly 
forward a letter with your qualifications and three references to 
Jack Maddocks Sr., c/o Jordan Church of Christ, 2861 Regional 
Road 81, Jordan, Ontario, L0R1S0, or you may e-mail, jmad-
dock@npiec.on.ca
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David Gulley, 2613 Evergree, Visalia, CA 93277 (phone: 559-732-
0472; e-mail: gully0739@aol.com): Sometime after July of this 
year, David Gulley will be available for meetings, preaching or 
teaching, if you think he could help you. David grew up in a 
preacher’s home and was always involved in church work in 
various ways. He spent one year in Florida College and studied 
under Floyd Thompson for several years. He has continued to 
be a student of the word. David has been teaching school for 
over 30 years but plans to retire from that in July. He has been 
preaching all this time at various congregations. He is currently 
preaching at the Armona, CA and Sierra Vista congregations in 
Porterville, CA. After retirement, he plans to travel in a travel 
trailer and may be coming your way. If you think he can help 
you, please contact him. — submitted by Roy E. Gully, 2317 S. 
Chestnut, Sp. 72, Fresno, CA 93725.

Help in Taiwan
 I received the following letter which I am passing on to 
our readers in case any of you can be of help:

A sister in Christ to whom I send bulletins every month 
has been instrumental in adding three more names to my 
list. She says she passes on the bulletins to some of her 
friends but one of them asked her why there was no con-
gregation in Taiwan where she lives. To quote our sister 
she said, “And I find it difficult to answer.”

Brother, would it be possible for you to word this request 
in such a way that it would be acceptable to publish under 
your column “Preachers Needed”? It would be a work 
of faith for there is no start there for a preacher to build 
on, and no remuneration. But with God’s blessing some 
retired man of God (or someone wealthy enough to sup-
port himself) will take up the challenge.

If you are interested in following up on this, you can contact 
the lady who wrote me: Ellen G. McCormick, 601 W. River Dr., 
Temple Terrace, FL 33617-7087.

Benevolent Help Needed
 Brother Charlie Graham (561 NE 5th, Crystal River, FL 34429) 
sent me the following note requesting that I run it. He stated 
that he knew the brother and that he was worthy of help.

 I am writing this letter to inform of a medical situation 
that  has developed with my wife, to beg not only for your 
prayers on her behalf, but for your financial help also. She 
has been under going tests and medical studies for some 
time, all to no avail. The doctors have told us that the 
muscles and nerves are dying in both her legs and feet, 
and they don’t know why or what to do. She is in extreme 
pain and can hardly rest or sleep without medication for 
this. She has been to doctors in Crossville, Knoxville, and 
Nashville for tests and studies; so far nothing positive 
has been told us. The doctors tell us that if something is 
not done soon, that she will be in a wheelchair. They all 
agree that she is losing the use of both lower extremities; 
she cannot walk very far without having to sit down now. 
The doctor of neurology is sending her to the Cleveland 
Clinic in Ohio to see if the doctors there can possibly help 
her. Our problem is that we don’t have the money for 
this trip. We will have to be there for at least 10 days and 
have to stay there at the clinic complex, as she undergoes 
monitoring and tests on a daily basis. We are told that the 
trip, staying there in the medical facility will cost about 
$2500.00, not including the doctors and hospital charges. 
It is a 550 mile trip one-way, the doctors have advised us 
to fly if at all possible since she is not able to ride 11-12 
hours in a car, nor am I able to drive this distance. Will 
you please consider this and if you cannot help finan-
cially, please pray for her and myself that with God’s 
help something can be done for her. Her appointment is 
May 12. I pray that I will hear from you before then. If 
we can raise the $2500.00, we can make payments to the 
hospital and doctors for their services. May God bless 
and in all things may his will be done. If you need more 
information please call me at 931-277-3476. Hollace N. 
Page, 208 Page Road, Sparta, TN 38583.

Church Loses Its Tax Exempt Status
 “Federal judge Paul L. Friedman of Washington, D.C. has 
upheld a 1995 decision by the Internal Revenue Service to 

Quips  
&  

Quotes

  

revoke the tax-exempt status of the Church at Pierce Creek in 
Conklin, New York. The congregation ran full-page newspaper 
ads in USA Today and the Washington Times warning Christians 
against voting for Bill Clinton, calling such an act a sin because 
of the then-presidential candidate’s pro-abortion rights, pro-
homosexual rights record as governor of Arkansas. The decision 
marks the first time a church has lost its tax-exempt status over 
partisan politics. Friedman noted the ad sought tax-deductible 
donations in fine print” (Christianity Today, May 24, 1999, 19).

Renew Promptly!
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Cahaba Hgts.Church of Christ

3251 Greendale Rd.
(near I-459 & Hwy. 280 interchange)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

 967-2150

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Pinson Church of Christ

4233 Glen Brook Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

 Evangelist:  Ken Chapman
(205) 681-6231 or 680-5770

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Vestavia Hills Church of Christ

2325 Old Columbiana Rd.
(near I-65 & Hwy. 31)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ken Marrs
822-0018 or 822-2191

ELGIN, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

Rt. 4, Box 54-1
(bldg. 2 blks. N of Intersection of
US 72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

FLORENCE, AL
College View Church of Christ

851 N. Pine St.
(adjacent to University Campus)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelists: David Thomley
Harold Comer, 766-0403

FOLEY, AL
South Baldwin 

Church of Christ
517 N. McKenzie St.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James E. Cooper
(334) 943-2686 or 943-3380

GARDENDALE, AL
North Gardendale
Church of Christ
380 Hickory Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Rouse
(205) 631-8415 or 631-8098

HAMILTON, AL
W. Hamilton Church of Christ

N.W. Corner Hwy. 74W and Rem-
ington Dr.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Myhan
(205) 921-2338 or 921-2605

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Chapman Acres Church of Christ

2137 Penhall Dr., NE
(I-565 E. to end, right on Maysville Rd., left on 

Chapman Ave., right on Penhall Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Johnson
(205) 536-5296 or 539-9018

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Hughes Rd. & Gooch Lane

Church of Christ
(Go 8 miles on U.S. 72 W.,
S. on Hughes Rd. ¼ mile)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Allen Dvorak
(256) 830-1654 or 837-2939

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Sparkman Drive Church of Christ

3200 Sparkman Drive
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Guy P. McDaniel
and Robert F. Hendrix

(205) 852-1175 or 430-0909

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Weatherly Heights Church of Christ

930 Weatherly Rd., S.E.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Freeman
881-9540 or 883-6753

MOBILE, AL
West Mobile Church of Christ

129 Hillcrest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff McCrary
(334) 342-4144 or 633-8377

MONTGOMERY, AL
Church of Christ
800 Perry Hill Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
5th Sunday 4: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John McPherson
244-1675, 277-9155, 271-4679

or 272-0801

MONTGOMERY, AL
Eastbrook Church of Christ

650 Coliseum Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Contact:  Sammy Bynum, 263-5790, 
Bldg: 272-4232

or Tommy Moore 288-0799 and 
Carroll Puckett 288-1461

OWENS CROSS ROADS, AL
Church of Christ at Elon
4021 Hobbs Island Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David Harwell
256-830-0879

PARRISH, AL
McArthur Heights
Church of Christ
5082 Hwy. 269

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

RED BAY, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

Meadow Dr. & Hwy. 24 East
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Maples, Sr.
(256) 356-2723 or 356-4513

ROGERSVILLE, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

81 Elgin Hills Dr.
(bldg. 2 blks. N. of intersection of US 

72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

RUSSELLVILLE, AL
Hwy. 43 By-Pass

(Across from local hospital)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Gilbert
(205) 332-2294 home or 

(205) 332-6918 office

SARALAND, AL
Shelton Beach Rd.
(N. Mobile Area)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paddy Kendall-Ball
675-2255 or 675-7820

SCOTTSBORO, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

John T. Reid Pkwy.
(on Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Gregory A. Legg
(205) 574-1603 or 259-1814

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

 PALMER, AK
Mat-Su Church of Christ

Kay Bank Plaza Bldg.
(P.O. Box 3141, 99645-3141)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.

Evening  5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Monty Howes (907) 696-7853
Jason Robertson (907) 745-1750 

Phil Douthitt (907) 696-8885

GLENDALE, AZ
Church of Christ

6801 N. 60th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 40 A.M.
Bible Study 5: 00 P.M.
Evening  5: 40 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dan Cook

MESA, AZ
Southeast Church of Christ

312 N. Kieth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.
Evening  6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rocco Lucari
(602) 963-9069 or 833-8236

PRESCOTT, AZ
Pleasant Valley

Church of Christ
2820 Willow Creek Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Pete Hicks
(602) 778-7858

TUCSON, AZ
Church of Christ

145 N. Country Club Rd.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hugh Delong
326-3634 or 722-3179

BENTONVILLE, AR
East 102 Church of Christ

910 S.E. 14th (102)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 273-3989

CONWAY, AR
Hwy. 65 Church of Christ

217 Highway 65
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Coffey
Bldg: (501) 336-0052

CONWAY, AR
Prince Street Church of Christ

2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 336-0669

FT. SMITH, AR
South 46th St.

Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell Blasingame
478-6108 or 782-0588

GRADY, AR
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 363
Hwy. 65 South

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Edgar J. Dye
(501) 247-0232

HARRISON, AR
Capps Rd. Church of Christ

407 Bella Vista Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Norman E. Sewell
741-9104 or 741-5151

HEBER SPRINGS, AR
Spring Park Church of Christ
(On corner of Sugar Loaf &

Center Sts. north of the park)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 7: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

362-8994

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Fairview Park Church of Christ

11820 Fairview Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Carrow
225-8200

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Church of Christ

7115 West 65th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis J. Sharp
Res. (501) 565-0943

Study (501) 568-1062

MARSHALL, AR
Marshall Church of Christ

(North Central, AR)
Hwy. 27 N 1 Mi. from 65 Jct.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Prince
(870) 448-2055

PINE BLUFF, AR
Church of Christ
4700 W. 28th St.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10:  35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clarence W. Fell
(870) 879-2097

RUSSELLVILLE, AR
Church of Christ

709 E. 16th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Evening   6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday   7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  A.W. Goff
(501) 968-7010

or 968-6372

TEXARKANA, AR
Church of Christ
2301 Franklin Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Derek R. Chancellor
772-0746 

VAN BUREN, AR
Van Buren Church of Christ

711 Access Road
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Sexton
(501) 471-5801

ANTIOCH, CA
Church of Christ

126 Railroad Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Dial-a-Bible Moment  
(510)  706-WORD

Evangelist:  Glendol McClure
(510) 757-8318 or 754-7077

BAKERSFIELD, CA
Rosedale Church of Christ

3011 Allen Road
Worship   9: 30 A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Hilburn

CANOGA PARK, CA
(San Fernando Valley)

Church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Kilgo
348-2193 or 346-5853

FOLSOM, CA
Church of Christ
800 Reading St.

P.O. Box 492
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: David Posey
(916) 676-5298 or 933-5298

FREMONT, CA
Church of Christ

in the Centerville area
39354 Fremont Blvd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(510) 794-7659

FRESNO, CA
Northside Church of Christ

1190 W. Herndon Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jack Flad
(209) 224-1061 or 275-0850
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HEMET, CA

Church of Christ
203 W. Acacia Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(909) 925-1991

LOMA RICA, CA
Church of Christ

5150 Fruitland Road
Classes        9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Preaching 11: 35 A.M.
Tuesday   7: 00 P.M.

Elders: Terry Clayton
and R.H. Herrig

(916) 743-0211 or 742-6249

LONG BEACH, CA
Church of Christ

3433 Studebaker Rd.
Bible Study   9: 50 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Cultos En Espanol Tambien
(562) 420-2363 or 

420-9577

OCEANSIDE-VISTA, CA
Church of Christ

2020 Sunset Drive
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell C. Bell
(760) 940-8003

PASO ROBLES, CA
Church of Christ
3545 Spring St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dell Evans
(805) 238-1682 or 238-2564

PLEASANTON, CA
Church of Christ

1072 Serpentine Lane, St. #
Bible Classes      9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Richard Dowdy
(510) 484-4188

SAN BERNADINO. CA
Church of Christ

1354 Mountain View Ave.
(Exit off I-15 at Baseline, east to
Mt. View Ave., left for 2 blocks)

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Royce Bell

SANTA BARBARA, CA
Church of Christ

2310 Chapala Street
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(805) 682-7756

AURORA, CO
(Denver)

Boston St. Church of Christ
1297 Boston St.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hoyt Houchen
(303) 366-5283 or 805-4820

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Northeast Church of Christ

6660 Galley Rd.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger Hendricks
597-6661 or 591-9932

GOLDEN, CO
Westside Church of Christ

13789 West 8th Ave.
(½ mi. E. of Indiana St.)

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

233-5683

GRAND JUNCTION, CO
Valley Church of Christ

491 Sparn Road
P.O. Box 40531

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Andy Berendt
(970) 245-5112

IGNACIO, CO
Church of Christ
295 Burns Ave.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 1: 00 P.M.

(970) 563-9418 

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO
Church of Christ

Mounted Ranger Bldg.
San Juan Street

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Lungstrum
264-6119, 264,4729, 264-4236

WALLINGFORD, CT.
Church of Christ

1213 Old Colony Rd., Rt. 71
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Afternoon Call
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ed Smith
(203) 284-2171 or 235-5576

BRIDGEVILLE, DE
Kent-Sussex Church of Christ

116 Irons Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Tim Fannin (302) 934-8903
Jerry Marvel (302) 629-4211

Bill Dykes (302) 855-1305

BARTOW, FL
Church of Christ

550 West Main St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Vernon Love
(813) 533-7725 or 533-3563

BROOKSVILLE, FL
Church of Christ

604 W. Fort Dade Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  V.C. McCormick
(904) 796-9803

Church of Christ
2431 Fortune Rd.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Copeland
(407) 931-1725 or 348-0300

KISSIMMEE, FL
Downtown Church of Christ

“On the Internet”
churchofchrist-kiss-fl.com

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy de Klerk
(407) 344-9027

LAKE CITY, FL
Lakeview Church of Christ

U.S. 441 South
convenient to I-75

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 752-1506 or 935-2976

LAKELAND, FL
Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Church of Christ
2510 Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship   9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Marc W. Gibson
(941) 688-4336

LAKELAND, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

3900 South Pipkin Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Jamerson
(941) 644-9463 or 644-6080

HELP 
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LUTZ (Tampa), FL
S. Livingston Ave. Church of Christ

16812 Livingston Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Bill Fairchild (813) 632-6941  H.E. 
Phillips (813) 949-8232

MARY ESTHER, FL
Mary Esther Church of Christ

6 Lane Dr. (1 blk. N of
Hwy. 98 on Doolittle Blvd.)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(850) 244-2335

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
Church of Christ
512 Plumosa St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Swain
(407) 631-8314

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
North Courtenay Church of Christ

2455 N. Courtenay Pkwy.

CHIPLEY, FL
Church of Christ

680 3rd St. (P.O. Box 31)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

DUNDEE, FL
Dundee Church of Christ

4th and Main St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James C. Yaw
(941) 439-3280

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
Northside Church of Christ

912 NW 19th St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clinton D. Hamilton
(305) 763-1404

FORT MYERS, FL
N. Ft. Myers Church of Christ

200 Pine Island Rd.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Vernon Eugene Ford
(941) 997-3959 or 567-0819

FORT MYERS, FL
Southside Church of Christ

13641 Learning Ct.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David P.  Schmidt
433-2838 or 482-2158

FORT WALTON BEACH, FL
Northside Church of Christ

520 Mary Esther Cutoff
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  O. Fred Liggin
(904) 244-0031

FROSTPROOF, FL
Church of Christ

40 W. “A” St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Felix Salazar
(941) 635-2607

JACKSONVILLE, FL
Marietta Church of Christ

8150 Driggers St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jamie Rhoden
783-2690 or 781-5704

KEY LARGO, FL
Key Largo Church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.

33037 m.m. 100.5 on U.S. 1
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roland Fritz
(305) 451-1194

KISSIMMEE, FL

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jere Frost
                  (407) 452-8822 

MIAMI, FL
Flagler Grove Church of Christ

               (Nearest to Airport)  500 
N.W. 53rd Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gene Robinson
(305) 634-5924

MIAMI, FL
Miami Shores Church of Christ

10275 N.E. 2nd Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lamont White
and Denis Florestant

(305) 758-3036 or 624-1487

MIAMI, FL
N. Miami Church of Christ

13521 Memorial Hwy.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Fred Shewmaker
(305) 893-6909 or 685-3203

MIAMI, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

1450 S.W. 24th Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Alfred A. Reinhardt
856-8376 or 856-6486

MIDDLEBURG, FL
Church of Christ

3155 County Rd. 215
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 282-5616

OCALA, FL
Church of Christ

3900 S. Pine
(441, 301 & 27 S.)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Hudgins
(352) 694-2922

OKEECHOBEE, FL
Big Lake Church of Christ
1115 Southwest 3rd Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Herb Braswell
(941) 357-3089 or 467-1013

ORANGE PARK, FL
Orange Park Church of Christ

1365 Kingsley Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Artur Loeber
(904) 282-9047

ORLANDO, FL
Azalea Park Church of Christ

6800 Lake Underhill Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Scott Love
(407) 277-7931

ORLANDO, FL
Par St. Church of Christ

15 W. Par St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Rod Amanet
(407) 898-8601or 628-2995

ORLANDO, FL
S. Bumby Church of Christ

3940 S. Bumby 
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Robert Harkrider
and David Banning

(407) 851-8031 or 855-2670

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL
Beach Church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Witherington
(904) 234-2521 or 784-7999

PANAMA CITY, FL
Church of Christ
3339 Florida Ave.

(Between Baldwin Rd. & Hwy. 390)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Marvin Hudson
(904) 265-6539

PENSACOLA, FL
East Hill Church of Christ

2708 E. Nine Mile Rd.
at Camberwell Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sam Brinkley, Jr.
479-2130 or 477-5819

PENSACOLA, FL
Northside Church of Christ

4001 N. Ninth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joseph R. Mazter
(850) 432-0736

PERRY, FL
Perry Church of Christ

714 N. Calhoun St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rick Mott
(904) 584-2645 or 584-8902

PLANT CITY, FL
Plant City Church of Christ

315 N. Wilder Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary M. Ogden
(813) 752-2227 or 752-2771

ST. PETERSBURG, FL
Church of Christ

901 49th St. South
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Doug Barlar
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SARASOTA, FL
Church of Christ

2445 Fruitville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  James Hanaker
and Mickey Martin

755-1128

SEFFNER, FL
Church of Christ

621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gibson
813-684-1297

 HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TAMPA, FL
58th Street Church of Christ

12200 N. 58th St.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(813) 988-3380 or 988-4646

TARPON SPRINGS, FL
Tarpon Springs Church of Christ

570 E. Orange St.
(corner of Disston)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Dickens
(727) 938-3967 or 937-9327

UMATILLA, FL
Golden Triangle Church of Christ

210 Kentucky Avenue
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Assembly 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  James L. Yopp
(352) 669-8490 or 483-0363

ZEPHYRHILLS, FL
Church of Christ
5444 Fourth St.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Don Hastings
(813) 788-9587

ACWORTH, GA
Etowah Church of Christ

2714 Valleyhill Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff Winburn
(770) 974-2814

ENTERVILLE, GA
Centerville Church of Christ

250 Collins Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  J. Wiley Adams
(912) 922-1158 or 953-5217

MARTINEZ, GA
Martinez Church of Christ

201 Belair Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John M. Trigg
863-9744 

PINE MOUNTAIN VALLEY, GA
Church of Christ
Route 116 (near

Callaway Gardens)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229

VALDOSTA, GA
Church of Christ

4313 North Valdosta Rd.
(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 6 off I-75)

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Evangelist: William H. Sowder, Sr.

244-8630 or 794-2456

WARNER ROBINS, GA
Westside Church of Christ

1158 Willow
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paul Ayres
(912) 784-7078

BLACKFOOT, ID
Church of Christ
370 N. Shilling

P.O. Box 158-83221
Classes   1: 30 P.M.
Bible Study 2: 30 P.M.
Worship 3: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Thompson
(208) 785-5773 or 785-6168

WENDELL, ID
Church of Christ

801 E. Main
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.

(208) 536-6296

ABINGDON, IL
Abingdon Church of Christ

209 N. Main
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John B. Wilson
(309) 462-5368

BENTON, IL
Church of Christ

203 N. Central St. P.O. Box 12
(north of Wal-Mart

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ronald D. Grifffin
(618) 438-2911 or 439-4605

BRADLEY, IL
Church of Christ

1505 E. Broadway
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jon Quinn
(815) 932-9014 or 939-3315

BURBANK, IL
Burbank Church of Christ

8230 S. Laramie Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Charles Eads
(708) 423-6703

CHICAGO, IL
Northside Church of Christ

4440 W. Adams St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James R. Davis, Sr.
624-7599

CHICAGO, IL
Church of Christ

1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Donald Hawkins
333-4875 or 224-9279

EAST ALTON, IL
Church of Christ
450 E. Airline Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Parks
(618) 259-7532

GLEN ELLYN, IL
Church of Christ

796 Prairie, 60137
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(630) 858-2290 or 529-2149

PALATINE, IL
Church of Christ

(N.W. Chicago Suburb)
1050 N. Deer Ave.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Speer
(847) 991-1288

BLOOMINGTON, IN
Church of Christ
825 West 2nd St.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

332-0501

CLARKSVILLE, IN
Clarksville Church of Christ

407 W. Highway 131
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Elmo Wilson
Church building:(812) 944-2305

 Home: (812) 288-4206
Elders: 944-1878 or 948-9917

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN
Southside Church of Christ
.2 mile east of U.S. 231 on 

300 S. (Rt. 7, Box 323)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church Bldg: (765) 361-9812
James Page: (765) 362-9168

DANVILLE, IN

2849 East Main St.
Bible Classes 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Willis
Home Phone: (317) 272-0506

Building: (317) 745-4708

ELLETTSVILLE, IN
Church of Christ

303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Johnie Edwards
(812) 876-2285 or 336-4630

HAMMOND, IN
Woodmar Church of Christ

2133 169th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(219) 845-8942 

HOBART, IN
Church of Christ
300 N. Liberty St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Owens
(219) 942-2663

JAMESTOWN, IN
Church of Christ

(1 Mi. south of I-74)
Cor. Darlington & Mill Sts.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Denver Niemeier
(765) 676-6404 or (317) 852-7782

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Castleton Church of Christ

7701 East 86th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

485-7771 or 842-3613

KOKOMO, IN
Church of Christ

1217 S. Courtland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 10: 30 A.M.
 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Blackaby
(765) 453-2356

MUNCIE, IN
Church of Christ

301 N. Calvert Ave.
Bible Study     9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Hamilton
284-5299 or 286-5488

NEW ALBANY, IN
Silver St. Church of Christ

1101 Silver St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Thurs. Morning  10: 00 A.M. 

Evangelist:  Guy Roberson
945-0664 or 945-7874

NOBLESVILLE, IN
Noblesville Church of Christ

1008 S. 9th Street

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle Pope
(913) 631-6519 or 599-3692

TOPEKA, KS
Oakland Church of Christ

553 Wilson
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

235-8687 or 273-7977

WICHITA, KS
Westside Church of Christ

3500 S. Meridian
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike O’Neal
Elders: B. Allen, L. Westbrook
(316) 729-9302 or 838-6274 

ASHLAND, KY
Tri-State Church of Christ
1314 Montgomery Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Edwards
(606) 325-9742

BEAVER DAM, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.

Worship      10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study    After Worship 
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(7:30 during DST)
Evangelist:  Gary E. Bagwell

274-4451 or 274-4486

BOWLING GREEN, KY
West End Church of Christ

1609 Parkside Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dudley Ross Spears
(502) 842-7880 or 781-4947

CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY
Sunny Hill Dr.

Church of Christ
(near the Dairy Queen)

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(502) 789-1651 

DANVILLE, KY
385 E. Lexington Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists
Steve Wolfgang & Scott Vifquain

236-4204, 236-8506
or 238-0860

ELIZABETHTOWN, KY
Collegeview Church of Christ

611A College St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Bryant
737-5498 or 737-4188

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evengelist: H.L. Collett
(317) 773-8864 or 773-2321

 

OOLITIC, IN
Church of Christ

400 Lafayette Ave.
P.O. Box 34

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

279-4332

PEKIN, IN
Church of Christ

(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary L. Coles
967-3437 or 967-3520

RICHMOND, IN
Gaar Road Church of Christ

1835 Gaar Rd. (1 mi. S. of
I-70 off Hwy. 227)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Douglas R. Clark
(765) 935-2911

TRAFALGAR, IN
Spearsville Rd. Church of Christ

6244 W. 500W
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Perry Hurst 
(765) 349-7313

WEST LAFAYETTE, IN
Church of Christ

1850 Woodland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 15 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry J. Curry
(317) 463-9947 or 463-6409

DES MOINES, IA
Church of Christ

1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ron Anderson
262-6799

GRINNELL, IA
Church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Al Sandlin
(515)236-6052

alchar@aol.com
 

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LENEXA, KS
Lenexa Church of Christ

7845 Cottonwood
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.

30
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES

ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

PASCAGOULA, MS
Chico Road Church of Christ

Corner of Scovel Rd.
& Chico Rd.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 762-9557

STARKVILLE, MS
Northside Church of Christ

1200 N. Montgomery St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

BLUE SPRINGS, MO
South Ave. Church of Christ

101 W. South Ave.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jim Bailey
(816) 228-9262

COLUMBIA, MO
Eastside Church of Christ

1510 Audubon
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

445-5497 or 443-0634

DONIPHAN, MO
Southside Church of Christ

Hwy. 142 E. ½ mile
(P.O. Box 220)

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(314) 996-3251 or 996-3513

FAIRGROVE, MO
Church of Christ

217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Bible Study  10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Walter Myers
(417) 859-2333

Joe Easterly: 759-2351

KAHOKA, MO
Westside Church of Christ

671 W. Thompson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  George Hickman
(660) 727-2090

KANSAS CITY, MO

Hickman Mills Church of Christ
11610 S. 71 Hwy.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(816) 331-6482

KANSAS CITY, MO
Nashua Church of Christ

11425 N. Main St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Broyles
(816) 532-4270 or 734-4142

KANSAS CITY, MO
Vivion Road Church of Christ

2026 N.E. Vivion Rd.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Kinzel
(816) 453-6157

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

$95.00 PER YEAR

GLASGOW, KY
East Main St. Church of Christ

106 Carnation Dr.
(across from Gorin Park)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Charles Holton, Evangelist
651-7141

HODGENVILLE, KY
South Lincoln Blvd. 

0.8 mi. south of Square  
on 31 E.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M

Jim Bickford: 358-4088
358-4352

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Indian Hills Church of Christ

116 Sequoia Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Cook
(502) 259-9727

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ

Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joey Cooper
259-4968

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church of Christ

3741 Taylorsville Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Humphries
499-9942 or 459-8730

LOUISVILLE, KY
Manslick Rd.Church of Christ

4724 E. Manslick Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Himmel
231-8435 

Office: 964-3624

LOUISVILLE, KY
Valley Station Church or Christ

1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Everette Hardin
937-2822

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

4401 West Broad St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sidney L. Shanks
502-772-3026 or 778-3254

OWENSBORO, KY
Westside Church or Christ

4201 Bent Tree Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Michael Thomas
(502) 683-4204 or 771-0000

OWENSBORO, KY
Southside Church or Christ

2920 New Hartford Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff Lankford
(502) 683-5386 or 684-8722

REGINA, KY
Road Creek Church or Christ
7 miles west of Elkhorn City

on Route 460 & Route 80
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(606) 754-9883, 754-8642
or 754-5398

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

1/4 mi. E. of I-65 or Hwy. 44
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Heath Rogers
(502) 543-4446

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Hebron Lane Church or Christ
Rt. 61 on Hebron Ln.1/4 mile

Sun. Morning 9: 00 A.M.
Sun. Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy Alexander
957-6845 or 957-5115

SOMERSET, KY
Southside Church or Christ

390 Old Monticello Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Art Ogden
(606) 679-5762 or 678-8005

TOMPKINSVILLE, KY
Lyons Chapel Church of Christ

Highway 100 East
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Lee
(502) 487-8448

BATON ROUGE, LA
Park Forest Church of Christ

9923 Sunny Cline Dr.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Crews
275-4684 or 273-1105

BOSSIER CITY, LA
Bossier Church of Christ

2917 Foster
Bible Study 9 : 30 A.M.
Worship 10 : 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Henderson
(318) 747-4308 or 868-9054 

LAKE CHARLES, LA
Southside Church of Christ

3919 Auburn St.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kenneth R. Hoyle
(318) 474-9122 or 474-9866

LEESVILLE, LA
White Park Church of Christ

17801 Nolan Trace
20 mi. from Fort Polk
(5 mi. W. of Leesville)

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(318) 239-4614

SHREVEPORT, LA
Twin Cities Church of Christ

203 Kay Lane
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: John West
(318) 797-0805 or 747-2766

STONEWALL, LA
N. DeSoto Church of Christ

172 Woolworth Rd. in Stonewall
(South of Shreveport)

Worship  9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

925-2831 or 925-2733

PORTLAND, ME
Church of Christ

856 Brighton Ave.
Maine Turnpike Exit 8

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 2: 00 P.M.

Call for mid-week assemblies
Evangelist:  Patrick Kelly

(207) 856-2909

ARBUTUS, MD
Arbutus Church of Christ

5205 East Dr., Suite D
(East Drive Shopping Center)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church phone: (410) 247-1396 or 
(410) 789-2080, 859-0116

SEVERN, MD
Southwest Church of Christ

805 Meadow Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(410) 551-6549 or 969-1420

RIVERDALE, MD
(Washington, D.C. area)

Wildercroft Church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dale Smelser
(301) 474-7460 or 464-9409

           

DECKERVILLE, MI
Church of Christ
2556 Maple St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Contact: Craig Thomas
(810) 648-5009 or 648-2515

ROSEVILLE, MI
South Macomb
Church of Christ
18551 Eastland

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(810) 775-4059

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

ST. CHARLES, MN
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 3: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Robert Lehnertz
(507) 534-2905 or 932-3521

ST. PAUL, MN
Summit Ave. Church of Christ

10 S. Grotto
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(612) 222-0872 or 738-7987

BOONEVILLE, MS
Church of Christ

101 Oakleigh Dr. Located on W. 
Chambers Dr., New Hwy. 4 By-pass

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship  10: 30 A.M.
Evening 4: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 728-3213 or 728-6345

COLUMBUS, MS
Woodlawn Church of Christ
359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Willis Logan
(601) 356-6629

GULFPORT, MS
Morris Rd. Church of Christ

located 1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd.
& 3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(228) 832-5529 

JACKSON, MS
Clinton Blvd. Church of Christ

5535 Clinton Blvd
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Leonard White
922-4957 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN, MS
Grandview Church of Christ

2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Frank Whidden
(601) 482-0543 (bldg.)

(601) 679-8542 or 483-3652

MERIDIAN, MS
7th St. Church of Christ

2914 7th St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: James Strickland
(601) 483-3101 or 483-4258

31



Truth Magazine — June 17, 1999                                                    (384)

 



Truth Magazine — June 17, 1999



Vol. XLIII   No. 13
July 1, 1999 see “Some Things” on p. 408

Some Things No Man 
Knows

There are many things we can know. We can know the doctrine of 
Christ (John 7:16), what is truth (John 8:32), whether we know God (1 
John 2:3) and if we have passed from death unto life (1 John 3:14) to 
name a few. On the other hand, there are some things we cannot know. 
Let us notice some of them.

1. No man knows when Jesus 
is coming again. While on earth 
Jesus said, “But of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father” (Mark 
13:32). As the year 2000 draws 
near, preachers are saying that 
Jesus is coming shortly, within the 
next several months. Well, they are 
just “whistling in the dark” because 
they don’t know.

2. No man knows the length 
of his life. We read, “Whereas ye 
know not what shall be on the mor-
row for what is your life? It is even 
a vapor that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away” (Jas. 4:14). Yesterday is only a memory 
and tomorrow a dream. We have only today. In view of the uncertainty 
of life and the certainty of death we need to get ready for death and the 
judgment, and stay ready!

3. No man knows he will have a second chance to be saved. When Jesus 
comes he will take vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thess. 1:8). Now is the day 
of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2), not after Jesus returns. At the second coming 
of Christ all in the graves shall hear his voice and come forth. They that 
have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation (John 5:28-29).

4. No man knows that he can be saved without accepting Jesus. The 

Weldon E. Warnock
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Editorial

The Church: The Lord’s 
Candlestick
Mike Willis

There are a number of figures of speech by which the Lord identifies 
his church. It is referred as the following: (a) the Temple of God (1 Cor. 
3:16); (b) the House of God (1 Tim. 3:16); (c) the Vineyard of the Lord 
(Matt. 20:1); (d) the Kingdom of the Lord (Matt. 4:17); etc. Each of 
these figures tells us something about the Lord’s church and is worthy 
of one’s study.

In Revelation 1-3, the church is compared to a candlestick. Jesus 
is seen standing in the midst of the candlesticks (Rev. 1:12-13). The 
candlesticks are specifically identified as the churches of the Lord (Rev. 
1:20). The “candlestick” is something that can be removed by the Lord 
(Rev. 2:5). Let’s consider the things taught about the church under the 
figure of it being the Lord’s candlestick.

The Church Gives Off Light to the World in Darkness
The world is filled with darkness. “Darkness” is the situation of being 

void of light. It is used to describe one’s spiritual condition when the 
“light” of the revelation of God’s word is not shining. Consider some of 
these verses that describe the world as lying in darkness and the gospel 
as bringing light to that darkness:

The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat 
in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up (Matt. 4:16).
To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace (Luke 1:79).
And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil (John 
3:19).
Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life (John 8:12).

When the devil’s influence reigns one is under the power of darkness 
(Luke 22:53).

God is the source of true light. He is described as light (1 John 1:5), 
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Editorial Left-overs
Connie W. Adams 

What’s His Name?
My wife lived in Cleveland, Ohio for 28 years where she still has many 

friends. Recently we were in a meeting at Lorain Avenue in Cleveland. 
The last night, one of the men was called on just before service time to 
make opening remarks. He had some nice things to say about Bobby 
and how long they had known and appreciated her. Then he said, “And 
we’ve been glad to have her husband. Let’s see, what is his name?” Well, 
that’s not all bad. Paul said man is not to think of himself “more highly 
than he ought to think” (Rom. 12:3).

No Way to Win
We returned home from the Philippines on February 15. Since that 

time I have written 85 letters to brethren there. At present I still have 50 
unanswered letters on my desk from that land. Because of our meeting 
work we are away from home more than half the time. It is nearly impos-
sible to handle much correspondence during meetings. When we come 
home there is much to do and a short time to do it since we have to be 
ready to leave again in a few days. Some days I answer five letters from 
the Philippines and pick up the mail the same day with eight or ten more! 
I am not complaining for we love to hear from those dear brethren. But 
it did sting a little when we got a second letter from a brother before I 
could answer his first one in which he said it was plain that we did not 
love them and that if we did we would answer their letters. I have now 
answered his two letters and explained some of these things to him. Job 
said his days were “swifter than a weaver’s shuttle” (Job 7:6) and James 
said life is even as “a vapor” (Jas. 4:13). How true.

On Growing Older
I heard a fellow say not long ago that it was not too bad to get older 

except that it sure was inconvenient at times! I used to think that when I 
reached my present age that life would slow down a great deal. Instead I 
find it speeding up with more things to do than ever before. Either that, 
or else it just takes a little longer to get it done. At any rate I take some 
comfort in the admonition, “Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head” 
(Lev. 19:32).

The Effects of Truth
The hearing of the truth does not affect all people the same way. For 

instance, on the day of Pentecost, when Peter convicted his audience of 
having slain the Son of God, “they were pricked in their hearts and cried 
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out to Peter and the rest of the apostles ‘Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?’” They were told to “repent and be bap-
tized” and that same day about 3,000 souls did that very 
thing (Acts 2:36-41). Some time later, Stephen preached 
the same truth to the Jewish council (Acts 6:15). “When 
they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they 
gnashed on him with their teeth” and then stoned him to 
death (Acts 7:54-60). In one case the message produced 
genuine repentance. In the other, they killed the messenger. 
And so even today, the truth stirs some to obedience and 
others to opposition. We should not be surprised at either 
reaction.

Making Havoc of the Church
Those who tell us that we ought to preach Christ and 

not the church would do well to remember that “Saul made 
havoc of the church” (Acts 8:3), yet when Jesus spoke to 
him on the road to Damascus, he said “Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me?” (Acts 9:4). Whatever Saul was doing 
against the church was against Christ. Would it not follow 
that what is done in favor of the church is also done in 
favor of Christ? Maybe that is because Christ is the head 
of the body, the church, and it is not seemly that heads 
and bodies should be separated from each other. Would it 
not also follow that to minimize the church would be to 
minimize Christ?

Whose Church?
More and more I hear Christians speak of “our church,” 

or “her church” or “their church.” Sometimes I suppose 
reference is simply made to the local church one attends. 
But something needs to be said for distinct speech. Paul told 
Titus to “speak thou the things that become sound doctrine” 
(Tit. 2:1). Later, in the same context he said we ought to 
use “sound speech that cannot be condemned” (v. 8). A 
generation is growing up which has a blurred concept of 
the uniqueness of the church of the Lord. In their minds it 
is one among many denominations. In this case, it happens 
to be “our church” in contrast to the Baptist or Methodist 
Church. When Jesus said “upon this rock I will build my 
church” he used the possessive form. If it is his, then it not 
mine. Nor yours. Of course, identify the congregation of 
which you are a voluntary part but remember that all such 
congregations are “churches of Christ” (Rom. 16:16).

Why Don’t We Learn?
In 1 Corinthians 10, Paul reviewed the history of the 

wilderness wanderings of Israel and explained why they 
had to wander so long before entering Canaan. He said God 
was not well pleased with them. Then he said, “Now these 
things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust 
after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, 
as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down 
to eat and drink and rose up to play. Neither let us commit 
fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day 
three and twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as 

some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 
Neither murmur ye, as some of them also mur mured, and 
were destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things hap-
pened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall” (1 Cor. 10:6-12). It occurs to me that many do not 
learn because they are determined to do what they want to 
do. On the other hand, it may be that they have not heard 
much teaching based on these examples of disobedience 
with their dire consequences. Yes, I know, people ought to 
study these Old Testament accounts on their own. But those 
of us who teach classes and preach sermons need to instruct 
our hearers of these events and sound the same warning that 
Paul did in 1 Corinthians 10. Preachers, are you running 
out of something to talk about? How about redigging these 
old wells. I can see at least four sermons right away in this 
text. “Oh but that would be negative preaching!” Yeah, I 
know. Isn’t that great!

What to Do With Song Books You No Longer Use
Do you have some song books stored in a closet or work 

room where you worship that have been there ever since 
you bought new books? Are they in good condition? What 
are you going to do with them? Those of us who have 
preached in the Philippines are continually asked to help 
them get some song books that still have some wear left. 
Brethren there love to sing from English song books. We 
saw places where there were only a few song books and 
they were in rags. We visited places where three different 
books were being used and the song leaders would have 
to announce three different numbers so all could be ready 
to sing the same song. I have several letters on my desk 
right now appealing for 25, 50, or 100 song books. Maybe 
you could get a crew of young people together and tape 
the spines of books that have no loose pages but a worn 
spine. Ron Halbrook, Jim McDonald, Earl Mitchell, Jerry 
Parks, or Danny McKibben (not to mention a number of 
other good brethren who have visited there in recent years) 
can supply names and addresses to which these can be sent. 
M-bags are the cheapest way to ship these. The Post Office 
can supply them along with instructions on how to prepare 
them for mailing. You can send as much as 66 pounds in 
one bag. I had a letter the other day from a good brother 
who said that the previous Sunday they had 400 present and 
had 75 song books. That is more books than most places 
have. Could you help relieve this problem? Thanks. I knew 
you would if you only knew about it. 

P.O. Box 69, Brooks, Kentucky 40109
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the future and what we should eat and with what we should 
be clothed (Matt. 6:25-34). God does take care of us provi-
dentially. But we must remember God’s will on providing 
for ourselves too. We cannot in the name of faith just sit 
back and wait for God to feed and clothe us. Paul said, “For 
even when we were with you, this we commanded you, 
that if any would not work, neither should he eat” (2 Thess. 
3:10). In many passages of Scripture we are commanded to 
work. For a man not to work and then say, “But don’t worry 
God will take care of us,” is to have faith in something that 
God has not revealed. That is faith abuse!

3. Faith and salvation. Some people abuse the idea of 
faith when it comes down to salvation. If one obeys the 
gospel as set forth in the Scriptures, he has the right to have 
confidence in the fact that his past sins have been forgiven 
by God. Obeying God’s plan of salvation results in obtain-
ing the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). But when one follows 
the doctrine of man, i.e., some plan that originated with man 
and cannot be found in the Bible, he has no right to hope 
for salvation. He might say, “I am sure about my salvation 
because I have faith in God.” But did not James remind 
us that even the devils believe and tremble (Jas. 2:19)? It 
is not everyone who believes that is going to be saved, 
but everyone who does the will of God (Matt. 7:21-23). 
When one has not followed the instructions of the Spirit 
as revealed in the word of God, but believes he is saved 
nevertheless, it is a misplaced faith. Jesus is only the author 
of salvation to those who obey him (Heb. 5:8, 9).

Don’t abuse faith. Don’t have a misplaced faith. We can 
only have real faith in those things that are revealed in the 
Bible. When one thinks that God is impressed with a faith 
that has no scriptural foundation, he is sadly mistaken. 
For again, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” 

Faith Abuse
Don Wright

Faith is required of all those who would please God 
(Heb. 11:6). To have faith is to believe in something that 
you cannot see with the physical eye (Heb. 11:1). 

While faith is indeed important and crucial for the salva-
tion of the soul, some have abused the idea of faith which 
has led to some erroneous and harmful conclusions. You 
see faith must be based on the word of God. Paul said, “So 
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). Any claim of faith in something that 
has not been revealed in the word of God is a false faith. 
Allow me to give you a few examples:

1. Faith and healing the sick. There have been some 
tragic stories of parents who have watched their children 
die, not willing to give them proper medication because of 
their belief that God would heal them miraculously. That 
misplaced faith comes from not understanding the scrip-
tural teaching on miracles. The Bible affirms that miracles 
were set forth for specific reasons, the primary one being 
to confirm the word of God (Mark 16:19, 20; Heb. 2:3, 4). 
That was very necessary before the perfect revelation of 
God was delivered in written form; but once the Bible was 
complete, miracles ceased (1 Cor. 13:8-13). The Bible does 
not affirm that miracles were to be permanent. Instead it 
affirms, in the passage cited above, that they would cease 
sometime before hope and faith would vanish. In this way 
hope and faith are superior to miraculous gifts. Now since 
hope and faith will exist until this world ends, miracles 
must cease sometime before that point. Again, that time 
was with the completion of God’s perfect revelation. So, 
when one stands by, in the name of faith, and watches one 
die of some physical illness when it can be prevented, it is 
certainly an abuse of faith. 

2. Faith and God’s providential care. Certainly God 
provides for his children. Jesus taught us not to worry about 640 Thayer St., Akron, Ohio 44301

Any claim of faith in something that has not been revealed  
in the word of God is a false faith.
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symptoms of the problem. It is like a cough associated with 
bronchitis or pneumonia. A doctor may prescribe medicine 
for a person’s cough, but until he prescribes medicine for the 
bronchitis or pneumonia, the problem will remain within the 
body of the sick person. In like manner, gun control, violent 
video games and movies, and teasing are symptoms of the 
problem. If someone was able to “cure” these symptoms, 
the problem would still remain in this country.

What is the problem? Why these shootings? Put simply, it 
is because God has been removed from the home and from 
people’s lives! Too many in the U.S. are like the Gentiles 
who “did not like to retain God in their knowledge” (Rom. 
1:28). Seeing that God is not allowed into the homes of 
people, it follows that his word is not respected. His law 
for marriage, his law for raising children, his law for deal-
ing with others, has been pushed away completely in too 
many cases! When people are not brought up with a love 
and respect for God and for his word, then what is there to 
hold these people to a higher standard? What is there that 
reminds people, both young and old, that they are account-
able to One higher than them (Eccl. 11:9-10; 12:13-14; 
Rom. 2:16; 2 Cor. 5:10; Acts 17:30-31)? When we push 
God aside, we push his will aside as well!

We are inundated with messages teaching the false theory 
of evolution, that we are descended from monkeys and 
other lower forms of life. It is proclaimed in schools, on 
TV, in the newspaper, and in magazines that man is noth-
ing more than a glorified monkey. Friends, if we are telling 
our children day in and day out that we are nothing more 
than glorified apes, don’t be surprised when they act like 
apes! By proclaiming the false theory of evolution as fact, 
we are saying that human life is on an equal plane with the 
life of any animal from slug to salamander, from monkey 
to mammoth, from elephant to iguana! If this is true, then 

Why Another School Shooting?

Jarrod Jacobs

Recently, we were informed of the tragic news of two 
boys in Colorado entering their high school and shooting 
thirteen people, including a beloved teacher, and then 
themselves. Now, investigations are showing that these 
boys may have had accomplices, as well as having a plan 
to “blow-up” the school building! These boys were not the 
first to do such a horrible thing, and I am afraid that they 
will not be the last.

Why has such a thing occurred? Why has tragedy and 
death visited such a town as Littleton, Colorado, a seem-
ingly quiet and peaceful town? People are blaming many 
things for the terrible actions that have occurred. As I 
watched news reports concerning the shooting in Colo-
rado, I noticed that there were three basic conclusions that 
people came to as they tried to figure out the answer to the 
question, “Why?”

The three reasons given for this shooting are: (1) A lack 
of gun control. Teens and others can obtain guns too easily. 
(2) The exposure to violent video games, violent movies, 
TV shows, etc. People watch this violence and then act it 
out. (3) Some said that the boys in Colorado, as well as 
teenage shooters from other areas in recent years, lashed 
out and shot others because they were being teased. They 
were being made fun of, and the teens couldn’t handle it. 
Therefore, they implemented a permanent solution to a 
temporary problem. Perhaps you heard other “reasons” 
for the shootings, but these three were the main ones that 
kept creeping up every time an “expert” or psychologist 
was asked “Why?”

I am by no means an expert, nor a psychologist, but 
I believe I understand why the shooting in Colorado, as 
well as the other school shootings occurred. It was not be-
cause of the three reasons we listed above. Those are mere 

What is the problem? Why these shootings? Put simply, it is because 
God has been removed from the home and from people’s lives! 
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truly human life has no value, and you could shoot a person 
down just like you’d shoot an animal, or step on an ant!

In truth, human life has value because man has been cre-
ated in the image of God (Gen. 2:7). Human life has value 
because God said it has value (Gen. 9:6; etc.). Humans are 
greater than animals, for Christ died for man’s salvation, 
not the monkey’s (Matt. 16:26; 20:28; Heb. 2:9)!

Now, when we put God back in his rightful place (first 
place, Matt. 22:37-39; 6:33!), then the symptoms we dis-
cussed earlier will go away. Just like when a doctor treats a 
person’s bronchitis or pneumonia, the coughing will cease! 
When God is in his rightful place, people will treat others 
as they want to be treated, and the teasing will cease (Matt. 
7:12). For those who do endure some teasing, when they 
respect God’s word, they will realize that the prophets, 
Christ, the apostles, and others endured far worse. They 
endured “trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, 
moreover of bonds and imprisonment” (Heb. 11:36). Read 
2 Corinthians 11:23-28 and learn what the apostle Paul en-
dured. If he endured it, you can be sure others did as well! 
When God and his word take first place in our lives, we 
can endure others teasing us, and do so without resorting 
to violence against others (Matt. 5:39)!

When God is brought back into our homes, we will 
not want to watch violent video games, TV shows, etc. 
When God is first in our lives, we will want to think upon 
“whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report.” We will want to think on things that have 
“virtue” and are “praiseworthy” (Phil. 4:8). Why will this 
be a voluntary act? Why will we want to think on pure and 
upright things rather than the debased, defiled, and violent 
things? It is because when God and his word are put first, 
we will realize that “those things which proceed out of 
the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the 
man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 
These are the things which defile a man . . .” (Matt. 15:18-
20). We will not want to play violent video games, for 
they are not conducive in any way to our going to Heaven 
(Col. 3:1-2)!

Finally, the subject of gun control is a symptom many 
in this country think is the end-all to school problems. This 
country was founded by those who owned guns. In fact, 
our founding fathers fought and killed others in order to 
bring about freedom in this country. What about the fol-
lowing generation? Were there historical records where the 
sons and daughters of these people brought their muskets 
and muzzleloaders to their one-room schools? No. Why? 
Because of the very principles we have established thus far. 
That is, respect for God and his word. In times gone by, the 

people of this country had a respect for God and for their 
Creator that is not seen today. At least it is not the “norm” 
as it has been in times past. When God is put back into the 
homes, and his word is respected, people will respect guns 
as well. Guns can be used in hunting, in certain recreational 
sports (ex: skeet shooting/target shooting), and other things. 
Guns can be used for protection, such as the policemen 
wear. In all of this, guns have their place, and would not be 
used to intentionally, mercilessly, cold-heartedly, shoot and 
kill another for no reason. Why? Because with a respect for 
God comes a respect for his creation. You cannot say you 
respect and love God and then destroy the greatest of his 
creation for no other reason than your feelings were hurt, 
or you wanted attention, fame, glory, etc.!

Brethren, it is high time we stopped taking the “cold 
medicine” and administer the cure for the problem! How 
much does your son or daughter know about God’s word? 
Is God respected in your home? Is he even invited in? 
These are the questions that ought to be asked at such a 
terrible time as this. Our hearts, prayers, and sympathy 
are extended to those who have lost their loved ones. It is 
a tragedy to see teenagers killing each other. Yet, for all 
of this, the answer to our problems is not found at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue. The answer to our problems is not 
found in federal, state, or local legislatures. The answer to 
our problems is not found in how many bombs we have 
aimed at our enemies, nor how many puppet regimes we can 
stomp down. The answer to our problems is not found in a 
psychology book. These things do not give us the answer, 
nor is this where the strength of our country is found. The 
answer to our problems is found in the Book of Books, the 
Bible! It is high time we realized this and started back on 
that road that leads to everlasting life (Matt. 7:13-14)! So 
long as we are satisfied to treat “symptoms,” the shootings 
will continue and get worse, the immorality in our society 
will get worse, and respect for life will continue to fall. 
When will we learn?

2155 Sunset Dr. White Bluff, Tennessee 37187

Plain Talk
A hardback book containing volumes 17-20 

(March 1980 to February 1984) of Plain Talk — a 
monthly paper edited by Robert Turner.

Price — $14.95
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forming a “wall” on the right hand and 
the left with the dry land in the middle 
(Exod. 14:21, 22), feeding 5,000 men 
on five barley loaves and two small 
fish (John 6: 9-11), etc.

Miracles of healing which occurred 
during some of the times alluded to 
in the Scriptures, are just as impos-
sible to explain simply by appealing 
to the processes of natural law. For 
example, how do you take natural 
law and explain Naaman’s leprosy 
being completely cured by his dip-
ping seven times in the Jordan River 
(2 Kings 5:14)? In like manner, please 
explain how a severed ear, by a simple 
touch (involving no stitches), could 
be “healed”( Luke 22:50, 51). By the 
same token, please explain the healing 
of a “withered” hand (Matt. 12:10-
13), fever going away by the mere 
touch of a hand (Matt. 8:15), and how 
Jesus could heal the paralyzed without 
so much as entering the house (Matt. 

8:5-13), or village wherein lay the 
afflicted (John 4:46-54). Explain how 
Peter, with neither bandage nor medi-
cation, could heal an “over forty” year 
old man of lameness, and who had 
been thus afflicted “from his mother’s 
womb” (Acts 3:1-8; 4:22). And while 
you are at it, please appeal to natural 
law and explain how washing in a pool 
(after having one’s eyes anointed with 
clay mixed with saliva) can result in a 
grown man (blind from birth!) being 
able to see (John 9:1-11).

But not only were miracles of 
healing unexplainable by the usual 
processes of natural law, they were 
also instantaneous and complete. 
When Jesus met blind Bartimaeus, 
and said to him “your faith has made 
you well,” he “immediately . . . re-
ceived his sight” (Mark 10:46-54). 
When Peter said to the lame man “in 
the name of Jesus Christ . . . rise up 
and walk,” and then took “him by 
the right hand and lifted him up,” his 
feet and ankle bones “immediately . . 
. received strength” (Acts 3:6, 7;  cf. 
Mark 1:42; Matt. 8:13; 20:34; John 
5:8, 9, etc.).

Also it should be pointed out that 
Bible miracles were recognized as 
being just that — miracles! The Egyp-
tians of Moses’ day did not deny the 
genuineness of the ten plagues which 
God brought upon them. Even the 
enemies of Jesus Christ asked, “What 

Miraculous Versus Divine Healing

Bobby Witherington

I believe in modern divine healing, but I do not believe in mod-
ern miraculous healing. Without a doubt, the opening sentence to 
this paragraph and to this article will cause some to question either 
the sanity or the integrity of the writer thereof. Perhaps the more 
charitable readers will assume that the writer was distracted when 
he wrote that sentence, or they may decide his computer made a 
mistake. However, lest some conclude that I really did not intend to 
say what I just said, I will say it again — I believe in modern divine 
healing, but I do not believe in modern miraculous healing.

“But,” you ask, “how could a person believe in the one without believing in the other?” Others may ask, “Isn’t all 
divine healing miraculous in nature?” 
In my judgment, the more thoughtful 
might respond by asking, “What is 
the difference between divine healing 
and miraculous healing?” In reply, 
we shall first make some comments 
regarding:

Miraculous Healing
A miracle cannot be explained by 

the ordinary workings of natural law. 
In order for a miracle to occur there 
has to be an alteration, suspension, or 
superseding of natural law. For ex-
ample, by simply appealing to natural 
law and the processes thereof there is 
no way to explain how Jesus walked 
on water (Matt. 14:25), the raising of 
Lazarus from the dead (John 11:43, 
44), the sun standing still for a whole 
day (Josh. 10:12, 13), raging fire 
having “no power” over the bodies 
of three Jewish captives (Dan. 3:27, 
28), the waters of a sea dividing and 
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shall we do? For this man works many 
signs” (John 11:47). The enemies of 
Jesus Christ rejected his authority, ac-
cused him of blasphemy, and resisted 
much of his teaching, but not once do 
we read of anyone denying the fact of 
his miracles! Yes, on occasion they 
accused him of performing his mighty 
works through “Beel- zebub, the ruler 
of the demons” (Matt. 12:22-24), but 
the fact remains that they admitted the 
miraculous or supernatural nature of 
his works.

Yes, miracles were performed by 
Jesus and certain other selected ser-
vants. And, yes, there were miracles 
of healing (Acts 23:8), and even the 
raising of the dead in response to 
prayer (Acts 9:40, 41). We do not deny 
a single Bible miracle. We believe 
they all occurred. Nor do we ques-
tion the power of God. In fact, God 
is “Almighty” (Gen. 17:1). I believe 
God has the power to hatch grown               
elephants from eggs laid by sparrows, 
but I deny that he produces elephants 
in such a manner! God, who is all 
powerful, is also a God “who cannot 
lie” (Tit. 1:2). Hence, because of the 
integrity of his very nature “He can-
not deny Himself” (2 Tim. 2:13). He 
will not circumvent his own law (Isa. 
55:11).

The Purpose and Duration  
of  Miracles

Regarding purpose, we point out 
that whether they were Old Testa-
ment or New Testament miracles, they 
were designed to produce faith (Exod. 
4:1-8; John 20:30, 31). Through the 
miracles Jesus performed Nicodemus 
concluded that he was “a teacher come 
from God” (John 3:2).

As to duration, it should be ob-
served that miracles (of healing, 
prophecy, tongues, etc.) belonged to 
that time period while the Bible was 
yet incomplete. They were designed to 
authenticate the message of inspired 
men (Mark 16:17-20; Heb. 2:2-4). 
In other words, the age of miracles 
coincided with the age of inspired 
men. Hence, in New Testament times 

miracles were performed by Jesus, by 
his apostles, and by the 70 whom the 
Lord personally sent out (John 20:30, 
31; Matt. 10:1; Luke 10: 17-19). After 
the church was established miracles 
were performed by the apostles (Acts 
5:12-16), and by those upon whom the 
apostles laid hands (Acts 6:5-8; Acts 
8:5, 6; Acts 19:6). Moreover, Jesus 
promised the apostles that the Holy 
Spirit would reveal “all truth” to them 
(John 16:13), and the apostle Paul 
taught the cessation of the miracu-
lous upon the completion of divine 
revelation (1 Cor. 13). Though the 
lack of space forbids our enlarging at 
this time upon these vital facts, we do 
affirm that miracles, having accom-
plished their purpose of confirming 
the revelation of God, have ceased.

Divine Healing
God created us in his “own im-

age” (Gen. 1:27). We are “fearfully 
and wonderfully made” (Ps. 139:14). 
The human body, organizationally 
speaking, consists of cells, tissues, 
organs, and systems (groups of organs 
designed to carry on special bodily 
functions peculiar to those systems). 
Reportedly, the adult human body 
contains an estimated “60,000 bil-
lion cells,” with the shape of the cells 
being “related to their function,” and 
in the nucleus of each cell are DNA 
molecules that carry “the genetic 
information necessary for the repli-
cation of each cell.” And each cell 
“has been engineered to make a spe-
cific part of the body” — all of which 
manifest indisputable evidence of 
divine design. And, because of divine 
design, the human body is amazingly 
adaptable to the multitudinous situa-
tions and environments to which it is 
subjected, and is similarly responsive 
to the millions of disease-producing 
organisms to which it is exposed. 
To a great degree, the body is a self-
healing organism. Scratch the paint 
on your new car, and time and rust 
will make it get worse. Scratch your 
finger and in a few days (because the 
body functions according to divine 
design), it will be completely well. 
In the course of a life time on many 

occasions we all get sick and then get 
well — often without seeing a doctor 
or taking medication. In view of who 
made us, of how we are made, and 
the healing we often experience from 
our infirmities, could we not call this 
“divine healing”?

Prayer and Providence
A study of the Scriptures reveal 

that God is a God of providence. He 
provides in abundance. And our God 
both hears and answers prayer (1 
John 3:22; 5:14). With faith in God’s 
ability “to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think” (Eph. 
3:20), we seek his help in all areas of 
our lives, and, yes, we also beseech 
him in times of sickness (2 Cor. 12:7, 
8; 3 John 2). And the same God who 
responded to Hezekiah’s prayer, add-
ing health to his body and years to his 
life (2 Kings 20:1-7), is able to do the 
same for us. The power of God that 
works through natural law in caus-
ing seed to germinate and eventually 
yield a rich harvest, is equally as able 
to work through penicillin to destroy 
infection. If God can work through 
his people to save the lost (Rom. 
1:14-16; Phil. 2:13), he can also work 
through physicians (Matt. 9:12), 
“medicine” (Prov. 17:22; Jer. 30:13), 
and surgery (Mark 9:43-45) to heal 
the sick. When divinely authorized 
means are used and divine laws are 
honored, in keeping with the body’s 
divine design, and healing occurs, can 
we not call it “divine healing”? And 
if God, through prayer and natural 
remedy (2 Kings 20:7) affected a 
cure in Hezekiah’s case, he can do 
the same today. After all, God is the 
one who so richly provided in nature 
those remedies that promote physical 
healing. And through his providence, 
the usage of these remedies, and the 
“effectual, fervent prayer” of the 
righteous (Jas. 5:16), those afflicted 
with life-threatening illnesses, over a 
period of time, are often made well. 
Miraculous healing? No! Divine 
Healing? Yes! Indeed, our God is a 

good God!
2807 Malone Dr., Panama City, Florida 
32504-3820
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(Eph. 2:5, 8; Tit. 2:11).
 3. Yes, man is saved by faith — “Believe on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31; 
John 8:21-24; Heb. 10:36-39; 11:6).

 4. Yes, man is saved by mercy — “according to His 
mercy He saved us” (Tit. 3:5).

 5. Yes, man is saved by words — “Who shall tell thee 
words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved” 
(Acts 11:14).

 6. Yes, man is saved by baptism — “The like figure 
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us                
. . .” (1 Pet. 3:21).

 7. Yes, man is saved by the word — “receive with 
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save 
our souls” (Jas. 1:21).

 8. Yes, man is saved by the truth — “They received not 
the love of the truth, that they might be saved” and 
“ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free”(2 Thess. 2:10; John 8:32).

 9. Yes, man is saved by obedience — “He became the 
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
Him” (Heb. 5:9).

 10.Yes, man is saved by the gospel — “I declare unto 
you the gospel . . . By which also ye are saved” (1 
Cor. 15:1-2; Rom. 1:16-17).

 11.Yes, man is saved by a knowledge of truth — “Who 
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).

 12.Yes, man is saved by belief and baptism — “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved . . .” (Mark 
16:16).

 13.Yes, man is saved by belief and confession of Jesus — 
“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Rom. 10:9; 
Acts 8:37; Matt. 10:32).

 14.Yes, man is saved by calling on the name of the Lord 
— “. . . for whosoever shall call upon the name of 

Which Of The Following Are True?
Which Of The Following Save One?

Kenneth E. Thomas

•  Man is saved by hope.
•  Man is saved by grace. 
•  Man is saved by faith.
•  Man is saved by mercy.
•  Man is saved by works.
•  Man is saved by baptism.
•  Man is saved by the word.
•  Man is saved by the truth.
•  Man is saved by obedience.
•  Man is saved by the gospel.
•  Man is saved by knowledge of the truth.
•  Man is saved by belief and baptism.
•  Man is saved by belief and confession.
•  Man is saved by calling on the name of the Lord.
•  Man is saved by the washing of regeneration.
•  Man is saved by being born of the water and the 

Spirit.
•  Man is saved by being faithful unto death.
•  Man is saved by God.
•  Man is saved by Jesus Christ.
•  Man is saved by the Holy Spirit.
•  Man is saved by the blood of Jesus Christ.

Everyone who is a member of the body of Christ has 
seen or heard a lesson like this one time and time again. 
Sometimes we call it “the chain of salvation” as we attempt 
to get folks to realize that all of these things are essential 
to one’s salvation! We dare not isolate one or more of the 
things listed in these twenty-one (21) things to which sal-
vation is attributed. If and when we do, we aren’t properly 
dividing the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15). When we “twist 
the Scriptures, it is to our own destruction” (2 Pet. 3:16). 
The list could be lengthened of course, but this should suf-
fice for our purpose in this article.

 1. Yes, man is saved by hope — “For we are saved by 
hope . . .” (Rom. 8:24; Tit. 1:2).

 2. Yes, man is saved by grace — “By grace ye are saved” 
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the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10:13; Acts 2:21).
 15. Yes, man is saved by the washing of regeneration — 

“He saved us by the washing of regeneration . . .” 
(Tit. 3:5).

 16.Yes, man is saved by being born of the water and of 
the Spirit — “Unless a man is born of the water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3-5).

 17.Yes, man is saved by being faithful unto death — “Be 
thou faithful unto death and ye shall receive the crown 
of life” (Rev. 2:10b).

 18.Yes, man is saved by God — “God our Savior; who 
would have all men to be saved” (1 Tim. 2:3-4).

 19.Yes, man is saved by Jesus Christ — “He shall save 
His people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21).

 20.Yes, man is saved by the Holy Spirit through the 
agency of his word — “. . . chosen to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth” (2 Thess. 2:13-14).

 21.Yes, man is saved by the blood of Jesus Christ —       “. 
. . without the shedding of blood, there is no remis-
sion of sins.” “This is my blood . . . shed for many 
for the remission of sins” (Heb. 10:9; Matt. 26:28; 
Rom. 5:9).

Why so many folks are guilty of believing what one pas-
sage says about salvation while ignoring others is amazing 
to me!  I have a tract in which I cite quotes by two Baptist 
scholars who wrote about Acts 2:38, a passage teaching 
that “baptism is for the remission of sins.” Each of them 
affirmed that it sounds as if that passage makes baptism 
necessary to one’s salvation from past sins, but said these 
two scholars, “We know it can’t mean that for salvation is 
by faith alone.” The fact is, baptism is for the very same 
reason that Jesus gave his life’s blood, “for the remission of 
sins.” In Matthew 26:28 as Jesus was instituting the Lord’s 
supper he took the cup and said exactly that, “This is My 
blood of the New Testament which is shed for many, for 
the remission of sins.”  

There is no passage which teaches that man is saved by 
“faith alone,” or “at the point of faith.”  Many passages say 
we are saved by faith and my brethren and I accept every 
one of them and believe them wholeheartedly. If there was a 
passage that taught faith alone saves man we would believe 
it, but it cannot be found. The closest one to saying such 
says it isn’t so. It reads; “You see then how that by works a 
man is justified, and not by faith alone” (Jas. 2:24). Notice 
it is “not by faith alone”! You see man cannot be saved by 
faith alone any more than man can be saved by baptism 
only. Read carefully the list of things by which we are said 
to be saved. If you take one to the exclusion of others, you 
negate parts of the Bible’s teachings and cause the loss of 
your own precious soul. 

When we look at the “Great Commission” given by 

Christ to his apostles found in Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 
16:16-16; Luke 24:45-49, then follow closely the apostle’s 
application of this commission as well as early evangelist 
who went about “preaching Jesus,” it falls into a logical 
sequence of steps leading into Christ and into his blood 
bought body where all spiritual blessings reside (Eph. 
1:3; 2:13-17). Those steps are this: the gospel was to be 
preached so folks could be made to believe in the cruci-
fied resurrected and exalted Savior, Jesus Christ. Believing 
him to be the Son of God Almighty who made salvation 
possible when they asked what they must do to be saved 
it always involved the following even though not always 
specified. Hearing the gospel, believing said message about 
the author of our salvation, repenting of past sin and error, 
confessing with the mouth the faith held in the heart, and  
then the final act of the “new birth of the water and of the 
Spirit” was and is immersion into Christ and into the one 
body for the remission of sins (Acts 2:22-38, 40-41, 47; 
Gal. 3:26-29; Rom. 6:3-6; Acts 22:16; 8:26-39).

Why not look at some of the cases of conversion in the 
Acts of the Apostles and compare them  with the above as 
well as with the “Great Commission” as given by Christ 
to his chosen apostles.

• Jews on Pentecost (Acts 2:22-38, 40-41, 47).
• More Jews (Acts 3:14-19).
• Samaritans (Acts 8:12-13).
• Queen’s treasurer (Acts 8:26-39).
• Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:1-6; 22:16).
• Cornelius (Acts 10:1-4; 47-48; Acts   11:14).
• Lydia, a seller of Purple (Acts 16:12-15).
• Philippian Jailer (Acts 16:25-34). 

A Plea And An Admonition!
May I again insist that you must conclude if you hon-

estly study this matter that a series of steps toward Christ 
are involved beginning with being taught the gospel or 
hearing; then believing; then repenting of sin and error; 
then confessing faith in Jesus as God’s Son. Then the final 
act which is a part of the “new birth” of water and Spirit, 
baptism, immersion, in order to have one’s sins remitted, 
and by this same process entering into the “one body” that 
cost Christ his shed blood, his church (Acts 2:38, 41; Gal. 
3:26-29; Rom. 6:3-6; 1 Cor. 12:13; Eph. 2:13-17). This 
made folks simply and only Christians, children of God 
who now have Christ as their high priest and one intercessor 
between kingdom citizens and the Heavenly Father (Heb. 
4:12-14; 1 Tim. 2:5-6).   

1451 Valle Vista Blvd., http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Ora-
cle/7017/pekin_ch.html
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‘Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly.’” Because of 
its association with the city of Sodom, homosexual activity 
is called sodomy. The events in Genesis 19 show God’s at-
titude toward sexual perversion even before the giving of 
the Law of Moses. That law spelled out clearly, “You shall 
not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination” 
(Lev. 18:22). New Testament passages show that God’s 
attitude toward sexual perversion has not changed. Paul 
writes of their “uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, 
do dishonor their bodies among themselves . . . For even 
their women exchanged the natural use for what is against 
nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of 
the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with 
men committing what is shameful, and receiving in them-
selves the penalty of their error which was due” (Rom. 
1:24-27).

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 tells us that those who persist in 
such will have no part in God’s kingdom. But it also tells 
us that one can be washed and sanctified and justified in 
the name of Jesus if he will repent and cease to practice 
such abominations.

No Sense of Shame. Isaiah, rebuking the house of Judah, 
tells of another of Sodom’s sins: “The look on their coun-
tenance witnesses against them, and they declare their sin 
as Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to their soul! For they 
have brought evil upon themselves. . . . Woe to the wicked! 
It shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall be 
given him” (Isa. 3:9, 11). The people of Sodom were not 
only sexually perverts, but they paraded their sin openly. 
They expressed no sense of shame or guilt.

Sodom and the cities around her were destroyed by fire 
from heaven (Gen. 19:24). Israel imitated Sodom’s sins 

Your Sister Sodom
Clarence R. Johnson

God rebuked the nation of Judah: “Look, this was the 
iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had 
pride, fulness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither 
did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And 
they were haughty and committed abomination before Me; 
therefore I took them away as I saw fit” (Ezek. 16:49-50). 
Let us look at Sodom’s (and Judah’s) sins more closely.

Pride. God had extended many blessings to Sodom. It 
compared with Eden (Gen. 13:10-11). In the well-watered 
plain of the Jordan River, it was an ideal area for cattle 
ranching. Nearby asphalt pits made it an excellent site 
for industry (Gen. 14:10). But the residents were not re-
sponsible for any of these blessings. They had much to be 
thankful for, but nothing to be haughty about.

Materialism. The people of Sodom grew fat and lazy, 
and God was not pleased. When Israel later behaved in 
similar fashion, God strongly rebuked them as well (Amos 
6:1, 4-6).

Selfishness. The folks of Sodom were not concerned 
with the problems of those less fortunate. With all their 
abundance, and all their spare time, they did not strengthen 
the hands of the needy.

Abomination. By this term, the prophet is referring to 
the sin recorded in Genesis 19:4-7. Two angels visited 
Lot and spent the night in his home. “Now before they lay 
down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both old and 
young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the 
house. And they called to Lot and said to him, ‘Where are 
the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us 
that we may know them carnally.’ So Lot went out to them 
through the door way, shut the door behind him, and said, 

Let us devote ourselves to godliness and moral uprightness and  
do what we can to persuade others to do likewise.
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and was taken into Assyrian exile. Judah followed suit, and 
was exiled in Babylon. Undoubtedly, there are at least three 
lessons here for America. (1) We have a greater opportu-
nity than those in Sodom, thus we stand to be judged more 
severely than they (Matt. 11:23-24). We have opportunity 
to know God’s ultimate revelation of himself in Christ, 
and of his will in the New Testament Scriptures. (2) God 
is still able to destroy the wicked and deliver the just (2 
Pet. 2:7-9). (3) The influence of ten righteous people could 
have spared Sodom (Gen. 19:15-17). Enough       righteous 
people, setting proper examples and using their influence to 
the glory of God may yet avert the judgment that otherwise 
must surely come upon our nation. Let us devote ourselves 
to godliness and moral uprightness and do what we can to 
persuade others to do likewise. God help us in our effort.

Last of all, and probably of greater significance with 
re spect to the controversy over the Old and New Testa-
ment covenants, a knowledge of Jerusalem geographically, 
politically, and reli giously becomes indispensable. The Old 
Testament prophets, Jesus, the apostles Peter, Paul, John, 
and other New Testament writers all deal with these various 
characteristics of Jerusalem.

It is generally conceded that Jerusalem was first called 
Salem (Gen. 14:18; Ps. 76:2). It is certain that the city was 
later called Jebus, or Jebusi, and its inhabitants were called 
Jebu sites (Josh. 18:28; Judg. 19:11). Still later, the Jebusites 
were driven out of their stronghold (1 Chron. 11:4-8), and 
Jerusalem became known as Zion, the city of David, and 
the geographical lo cation of the temple built by Solomon 
(1 Chron. 22).

Because of the temple, Jerusalem became the location 
where the main feasts and sacrifices of the Jews were held. 
This system still prevailed in the time of Christ, but drastic 
religious and political changes were about to be made. 

Jerusalem — Religious and Political
When God brought Israel, the fleshly seed of Abraham, 

out of Egypt, he made a covenant with them (Deut. 5:2, 3, 
15). This law, or testament, served as both a religious and 
a political, or civil law, to the tribes of Israel. As long as 
the Jews remained in the land of Canaan and were faith-
ful to God, they could enforce this law among themselves 
and also among strangers who sojourned with them (Num. 
9:14).

After the temple was built and the kingdom of Israel 
became divided, Jerusalem continued to be the center and 
capital of the Jewish religious and political system (1 Kings 

P.O. Box 463, Marietta, Pennsylvania 17547

Jerusalem
P.J. Casebolt

Today, it is not necessary for us to visit Jerusalem, or 
even to know about it geographically, in order to be saved. 
But in or der to understand the significance of Jerusalem in 
Old Testament times, it is helpful to know something about 
its geographical re lationship to that era.

Also, as we examine the various doctrines with respect 
to premillennialism, the law of Moses, the law of Christ, 
the kingdom of Christ, the coming of Christ and related 
subjects, the signifi cance of Jerusalem becomes apparent. 
Then, the Bible speaks not only of geographical Jerusalem, 
but also of the heavenly Jerusalem and a new Jerusalem 
(Gal. 4:26; Heb. 12:22; Rev. 21:2).

Before Jerusalem was destroyed, the “gospel of the kingdom”  
(Matt. 24:1-4) “was preached to every creature which is  

under hea ven” (Col. 1:23).
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12:27, 28; John 4:20). Even under the Romans, the Jews 
were allowed considerable freedom in the observance of 
their feasts and other customs. Jesus himself attended the 
Passover (Luke 22) and 50 days later, “devout men, out 
of every nation under heaven” assembled at Jerusalem for 
the feast of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-11).

Early in his ministry, Jesus told his disciples that he had 
come, not “to destroy the law, or the prophets,” but to fulfill 
that law (Matt. 5:17-19). He later declared that this mission 
had been accomplished (Luke 24:44). At the last Passover 
feast, Jesus instituted a new feast which his disciples were 
to observe in the kingdom (Matt. 26:29). Jesus also warned 
his disciples about the coming destruction of Jerusalem 
(Luke 21:20-24).

Jesus promised the woman at the well of Samaria that 
the hour was at hand when true worship would not be con-
fined to Jerusalem (John 4:20-26). When Christ died on the 
cross, the old religious system of Jerusalem was fulfilled 
and abolished (Col. 2:14-17), and in A.D. 70, Jerusalem 
was destroyed politically, which de struction is still evident 
even unto this day.

Jerusalem — “The Heavenly”
“But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city 

of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem . . .” (Heb. 
12:22-24). This heav enly Jerusalem is also referred to 
as “Jerusalem which is above” in contrast to “Jerusalem 
which now is” (Gal. 4:25, 26). At the time when Paul was 
writing (circa A.D. 60), the political city of Jerusalem still 
existed, but it and its temple were to be de stroyed within 
that decade.

What significance does Jerusalem hold for us today? 
As Paul said concerning the advantage of the Jew, “Much 
every way” (Rom. 3:1). The “oracles” of the Old Testament 
were committed to the Jew, and it was from Jerusalem that 
“the word of the Lord” was to go forth (Isa. 2:3). Jesus 
emphasized “that repentance and remis sion of sins should 
be preached in his name among all nations, be ginning at 
Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47).

The “blood of the new testament” (Matt. 26:28) was 
shed on the cross of Christ, that testament was made 
valid by the death of Christ (Heb. 9:15-17), and the 
religious system centering around the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 15:1-4) be gan in and from 
the city of Jerusalem. No other religious system can lay 
scriptural claim to this peculiar mark of identity. Every 
human religion had its geographical origin somewhere 
other than Jerusalem.

Before Jerusalem was destroyed, the “gospel of the 
kingdom” (Matt. 24:1-4) “was preached to every crea-
ture which is under hea ven” (Col. 1:23). The disciples 
in Jerusalem “that were scattered abroad went every 
where preaching the word” (Acts 8:4). We still owe a 

debt of gratitude to those Jewish brethren who preached 
the gospel to the Gentiles (Rom. 15:27).

Jerusalem and True Worship
Jesus told the Samaritan woman that the time was at 

hand when true worship would not be confined to either 
Samaria or Jerusalem (John 4:20-24). With the end of the 
old Jewish religious/political system, God knew that it 
would be physically impossible for Jews, much less Gen-
tiles, to continue assembling at Jerusalem for the various 
feasts and observances peculiar to that city and its tem ple. 
Especially would this be true once the city and the temple 
had been destroyed, with the Jewish nation dissolved and 
scat tered.

The commandments, statutes, and ordinances of the first 
cov enant, made with fleshly Israel at Mount Sinai (Deut. 
5:2, 3, 5), were absolutely essential to the Jewish system 
of worship. In ad dition, the Levitical priesthood was also 
essential to that sys tem of worship, service, and sacrifice. 
This is why the entire system — the Ten Commandments, 
ordinances, sacrifices, priesthood had to be fulfilled and 
abolished before any new system could he introduced (2 
Cor. 3; Col. 2:14-17; Heb. 7:12; 8:6-13).

The scope and characteristics of true worship began to be 
witnessed when spiritual Israel/Jerusalem was established 
in geo graphical Jerusalem: “And they continued stedfastly 
in the apos tles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). The new priesthood 
began and continues “to offer up spiritual sacrifices, accept-
able to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5-10). The church 
is now the temple of God (Eph. 2:10 -22), the place of ac-
ceptable service and sacrifice, and the place wherein God 
is glorified through Christ (Eph. 3:6).

Let us not preach or believe “any other gospel,” or al-
low ourselves to be brought into bondage by such (Gal. 
1:6-9; 4:9).

P.O. Box 228, Middlebourne, West Virginia 26149
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carnal way, true “yoke-fellows” (Phil. 
4:3) lighten the burdens of one another. 
Jesus taught the beneficial use of the 
yoke when he urged mankind to take 
his “yoke” upon ourselves, thus shar-
ing our load with him (Matt. 11:29). 
Preachers in the same yoke learn from 
one another, uphold one another in 
troublesome times, encourage one 
another and serve as examples for 
others. This is especially true of older 
preachers who serve as role models 
for younger men. Invaluable lessons 
can be passed from one generation 
to another and young preachers will 
do well to emulate the good qualities 
that older men display. Some churches 
realize this and employ the “two 
preacher” system, allowing a young 
man to work with an older man to take 
advantage of the years of experience. 
I know of no greater demonstration 
of the value of one preacher to an-
other than this kind of arrangement. 
Properly related as God would have 
them to be, all preachers of the gospel 
befriend one another and make the 
burdens of each other lighter as true 
yokefellows should.

Having said this, it should be ac-
knowledged that not all understand 
and appreciate the “safety net” that 
each preacher serves toward the 
other. I am grateful to those faithful 
men who watch my preaching, my 
personal life, and my conduct and 
who would not hesitate to come to 
me about a flaw that would endanger 
my work or my salvation. Of course, 

“Watch Out, He’ll Write You Up”

Tom M. Roberts

Gospel preachers are the best 
friends gospel preachers have.

While it is true that a special bond 
exists between all Christians (Gal. 
6:10), gospel preachers share labors, 
hopes, problems, and experiences that 
only other preachers can understand. 
This is not to say that preachers are 
any better than other Christians It is 
but to admit that there is a field of 
service peculiar to preachers of the 
word that none can understand unless 
one has filled the shoes of another 
preacher. Mothers can understand cer-
tain issues of life that single women 
have never known, creating a special 
bond between mothers. Medical doc-
tors, coaches, teachers, and certain 
professions have a bond that they 
share within their field because of 
the peculiar circumstances that make 
them what they are. Likewise, gospel 
preachers recognize their responsibili-
ties, challenges and opportunities and 
relate to one another, knowing the 
trials, temptations, and pitfalls that 
face each other. It is this commonal-
ity of service that makes one preacher 
sensitive to the needs and weaknesses 
of other preachers. Without lessening 
the brotherhood that exists between 
all Christians, gospel preachers need 
the relationship with other preachers 
to face the variety of challenges their 
work will thrust upon them.

While it is true that egotism and 
personal flaws will sometimes pit 
preachers against one another in a 

Preachers in  
           the 
same yoke            

learn from one anoth-
er, uphold one another 
in troublesome times, 
encourage one another 
and serve as examples 
for others. This is es-
pecially true of older 
preachers who serve as 
role models for young-
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this includes many more than preach-
ers. Members of the local church and 
fellow-Christians who know me from 
afar also watch my life. There should 
be no resentment in this watchfulness 
toward one another. It is not snooping, 
intrusion, or being a busy-body. True 
concern about the salvation of our 
brothers and sisters in Christ make 
us “our brother’s keeper.” In the best 
sense, we watch out for one another 
and provide a safety net when we fall. 
“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any 
trespass, you who are spiritual restore 
such a one in a spirit of gentleness, 
considering yourself lest you also be 
tempted” (Gal. 6:1). I hope those who 
watch on my behalf will never fail to 
speak to me when they feel the need 
to do so.

Can Preachers Be  
Watchmen Today?

There has been some undue 
criticism toward the concept of 
modern-day “watchmen.” Used as a 
thematic of militance in the spirit of 
Ezekiel 3:17 and other passages that 
point to the principle, gospel preach-
ers can be so designated. Brethren, 
it is not prophets alone who are to 
watch. Outside the prophetic privi-
lege, divorced from inspiration, and 
independent from miraculous insight, 
there remains the responsibility of 
one Christian to another to watch in 
the spirit of love and concern that 
God has instituted for our spiritual 
welfare. It is spiritual paranoia that 
fears and resents the watchful eye of 
other Christians. Either that, or the 
desire to hide from watchful eyes the 
covert actions that signify departures 
from “the old paths.” Preachers who 
have clear consciences do not attempt 
to stifle attention upon themselves 
nor do they recoil with animosity 
toward those who care enough to act 
as watchmen.

Jesus told all the disciples, “Watch 
therefore, for you do not know what 
hour your Lord is coming” (Matt. 
24:42). He repeated this warning in 
Matthew 25:13 and directly connected 
the value of watching to the coming 

Judgment: all men must watch. Later, 
in the Garden just before his arrest 
and trial, Jesus told the apostles, 
“Watch and pray, lest you enter into 
temptation . . .” (26:41). Certainly, 
this admonition does not apply to the 
apostles alone. This is abundantly 
clear from Mark’s account: “And 
what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” 
(13:37).

Elders are told, “Therefore watch, 
and remember that for three years I 
did not cease to warn everyone night 
and day with tears” (Acts 20:31). 
Yes, not only elders, but “everyone.” 
We submit to others, knowing they 
“watch out for your souls” (Heb. 
13:17). Christians, generally, must 
watch for themselves and for oth-
ers. “Watch, stand fast in the faith, 
be brave, be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). 
“Therefore let us not sleep, as others 
do, but let us watch and be sober” (1 
Thess. 5:6). Preachers are specifically 
urged: “But you be watchful in all 
things, endure afflictions, do the work 
of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry” 
(2 Tim. 4:5). Peter added, “But the end 
of all things is at hand; therefore be 
serious and watchful in your prayers” 
(1 Pet. 4:7). 

To the unprejudiced mind, the work 
of watchman is that of every Christian. 
We watch for ourselves and for others. 
Watching is specifically the work of 
gospel preaching. A cynic might find 
this an intrusion of privacy, but God 
has instituted this work as a means of 
security for the believer. We reject the 
role of the watchman only to our own 
spiritual peril.

But of what value is a watchman if 
he does not speak of the danger which 
he sees? Remember the analogy of 
the watchman is that of a man on the 
walls of the city who is to be alert to 
danger and to cry aloud, warning the 
inhabitants, when danger approaches. 
This analogy includes, but is not lim-
ited to, prophets. Ezekiel warned that 
the watchman who did not cry aloud 
would have his blood required for his 
negligence (3:16-21). Isaiah extended 

the figure when he condemned the 
unfaithful watchmen as “dumb dogs, 
they cannot bark” (56:10). The value 
of watching is appreciated when dan-
ger is seen and the warning is raised. 
Without the voice of warning, a watch 
is an empty office. Worse, a watchman 
gives a false sense of security because 
his presence on the walls implies 
diligence when, in fact, he has no 
intention of crying out. He is a friend 
to the enemy, a companion to treason, 
an empty symbol that denies his very 
purpose of his existence. Those who 
depend on watchmen who are dumb in 
the face of danger are exposed to the 
enemy all the more because they have 
come to depend on those who watch. 
Yes, their blood will be required by 
God when watchmen keep silent.

Truth Magazine and other faithful 
journals use this scriptural principle 
to allow individuals to do the work of 
watching. Shall Christians not make 
use of media and electronic techniques 
as widely as carnal enterprises? Is 
watching needed any less today than 
in ancient times? None who submit 
material for publication us a prophet, 
nor does he seek to represent the pro-
phetic office. Each writer speaks only 
for himself as he uses the Scriptures 
to teach, to edify, to warn. There is no 
party line or human creed to follow. 
Each article is their “watch.” It is 
their turn on the walls, their time to be 
alert, to “bark” (Isa. 56:10), if need be. 
Surely, we understand that we must 
not be guilty of crying “Wolf,” when 
there is no wolf. Neither should we 
cry “peace and safety” when sudden 
destruction is upon us (1 Thess. 5:3). 
A “right dividing of the word of truth” 
(2 Tim. 2:15) provides for feeding that 
portion of Scripture that fits the need. 
Brethren, it is this very application of 
the word of God through which we en-
joy the safety of our souls. Only a fool 
would reject the value of employing 
watchmen, much less carp and mewl 
when a watchman warns of danger at 
the gates.

“Watch Out, He’ll Write You Up!”
Earlier in this article, it was as-
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serted that a gospel preacher has no better friends than 
other gospel preachers. There are various reasons why 
this is so that we will not explore here. If you have been 
on the “firing line” for any length of time, you who preach 
understand the value of faithful friends who stand by your 
side, who hold up your hands, who provide wise counsel 
(Prov. 11:14), who dispute with you when you are wrong, 
and who love you enough to stand between you and your 
own mistakes. 

However, not every preacher appreciates other preach-
ers, especially in their work of “watching” as an evangelist 
(2 Tim. 4:5). There are those who wish complete freedom 
to teach error, to depart the old paths, to twist the scriptures 
(2 Pet. 3:16), yet remain outside the safety net of God’s 
watchmen. Not only do they resent private intervention of 
their public sins, but they vociferously protest public ex-
posure of their error. Some preachers reject God’s wisdom 
in the use of watchmen and berate those who accept the 
responsibility. Hiding behind the cloak of privacy, some 
preachers attack the scriptural work of watching. “Watch 
out, he’ll write you up” is the ultimate insult by those who 
are either teaching error, too timid to be a watchman, or 
who are ignorant that danger is at the gate.

Preachers who don’t like watchmen decry articles in 
religious magazines or the voice of watchmen from the pul-
pit. They castigate watchmen as “brotherhood watchdogs,” 
self-appointed vigilantes who ferret out their brethren and 
accuse them of “writing up” those who disagree with the 
“party line.” Watchmen are equated with the worst pos-
sible motives as those who are mean-spirited, busy bodies, 
and brotherhood investigators. All this implies, of course, 
that the one teaching error is loving, kind, innocent of any 
agenda, and free from all animosity. What they hope is that 
it will be forgotten that they claim the privilege to teach 
public error without public exposure. In our time, “watch-
man” has become a dirty word to some whereas the Bible 
treats it with respectful responsibility. God commands 
that Christians be watchmen. God demands that preachers 
watch and cry out. Only those who are ignorant or who wish 
to hide their error will deny the authority of the watchman 
to do what God commissioned. 

Those who go from place to place teaching error want to 
restrict the watchman to the local church. Much criticism 
has been raised against watching beyond a local congrega-
tion. Thus, the charge of “brotherhood watchdogs.” While 
it is true that the “work of an evangelist” includes local 
responsibilities, it is also true that one may preach wherever 
opportunity presents itself. It is more than a little strange 
that some view the teacher of error as free to go anywhere 
with his work, but would restrict the evangelist to the local 
church. Is anyone ready to defend the proposition that an 
evangelist is limited to the local church in his work?

But our problem does not stop there. Some do not want 

the watchman to operate even in the local church lest he 
be “factious” or “contentious.” While fully recognizing 
that it is a work of the flesh to be contentious (Gal. 5:19ff), 
we must yet “contend for the faith once for all delivered” 
(Jude 3). There is a big difference between the two: con-
tending and being contentious. Yet those who teach error 
will label a watchman in the local church as “contentious” 
if he contends against fellowship with sin. Some who have 
advocated fellowship with those who believe and practice 
sinful things (under the aegis of Romans 14) have warned 
that those who oppose such fellowship would be guilty of 
“factionalism.” Clearly, some want to destroy the work of 
watchmen, either in the local church or anywhere in the 
brotherhood.

“Speak And Hold Not Thy Peace”
When the apostle Paul came to Corinth, the Lord ap-

peared to him and urged him to “speak and hold not thy 
peace” (Acts 18:9). The end result was that the gospel 
was preached, the Lord’s church established and, later, 
epistles written to correct error within the church. While 
not apostles, we are yet commanded to “preach the word” 
(2 Tim. 4:2) and we fully intend to do so. We will not be 
deterred by those who do not like the role of watchmen, do 
not like to have their names called and their sins exposed. 
We will take every precaution to ensure patience and long-
suffering (Eph. 4:1ff; 1 Thess. 5:14), remaining open to 
brotherly discussion, acting with love (1 Cor. 13:1ff). But 
we shall “write up” error and those who teach it, all their 
caterwauling notwithstanding. We refuse to “give place 
to the Devil” (Eph. 4:27), allowing him room to teach er-
ror without raising the cry of the watchman. Recognizing 
that there is a realm of judgment in “how” the gospel is 
preached, let me suggest that if anyone does not like “how” 
we do it, you feel free to do it in another way. But I give 
you this guarantee: If you do the work of a watchman, no 
method is going to be acceptable to those who teach error. 
You see, there may be fifty ways to skin a cat, but he won’t 
like any of them! Be as critical as you will of us. But if the 
cat’s being skinned, he’s going to howl. If he’s not howling 
at you, you haven’t started skinning yet!

2612 S. Meadow, Ft. Worth, Texas 76133 email:tmr1@com-
puserve.com

Have you studied your Bible to-
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fear God. We need not make excuses about how they would 
do better if. . . . When they fear God, they will do better!

2. Focus on the present world. We get wrapped up in 
this life to the point that spiritual things are pushed aside. 
The cares of the world can easily choke out the word (Matt. 
13:22). Like Demas, our love for the present world may 
cause us to forsake or neglect what really matters (2 Tim. 
4:10).

When we are materially blessed (as most of us are) it 
is easy to let our spirituality slide. The warnings are many 
that when we prosper there is the danger to forget about 
God. Moses warned saying, “. . . when you have eaten and 
are full — then beware, let you forget the Lord . . .” (Deut. 
6:11-12). The Proverb writer said he wanted neither poverty 
nor riches, “lest I be full and deny You and say, ‘Who is 
the Lord?’” (Prov. 30:8-9).

We can easily lie in ease on beds of ivory and let our 
service to God deteriorate (Amos 6:1-6). Our activities do 
not have to involve anything wrong within themselves to 
be a problem. When we lose sight of the fact that this world 
is not our home, but we are seeking a better one to come 
(Heb. 13:14), we become indifferent.

3. Ignorance. Ignorance is a curse to any people. The 
prophets of old pointed to Israel’s and Judah’s ignorance 

Indifference (2) 

Causes Of Indifference
Donnie V. Rader

Some who are indifferent never were diligent or zealous. 
Others have lost the fervor they once had. What causes 
people to be or become indifferent?

1. A lack of fear of God. Fear toward God involves (a) 
respect and awe for the Creator of the world (Jonah 1:9; 
Luke 7:16) and (b) a dread of displeasing him (1 Sam. 
11:7; Ps. 119:120). How could one who has fear for God 
be indifferent?

The fear of God causes one to do what God says. Mo-
ses plead with Israel to fear God as they pressed on into 
Canaan. His instructions connected fear with doing what 
God says.

Now this is the commandment . . . that you may fear the 
Lord your God, to keep all His statues and his command-
ments which I have commanded you . . . (Deut. 6:2).
 
You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear Him, and 
keep his commandments and obey his voice, and you shall 
serve Him and hold fast to Him (Deut. 13:4).
 
And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days 
of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God and 
be careful to observe all the words of his law and these 
statutes (Deut. 17:19).
 

 The fear of God causes one to be dedicated, i.e., put 
their all into the service of God. Again, Moses connected 
the idea of whole-heart service with the fear of God.

 
And now, Israel, what does the Lord God require of you, 
but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and 
to love Him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul (Deut. 10:12).
Thus, I conclude that those who are indifferent just don’t 

as leading to their departure.

My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge. Because 
you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from 
being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of 
your God, I will also forget your children (Hosea 4:6).
 
Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they 

Soft preaching comforts those who are indifferent. Judah of Isaiah’s day cried out 
for “smooth things” (Isa. 30:10). Soft preaching does little to prick the heart in sin.
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have no knowledge (Isa. 5:13).

Why would God’s people be ignorant? Some have not 
learned because they have not been taught. Jesus said we 
should teach, baptize, and teach them some more (Matt. 
28:20). If we baptize them and leave them to “sink or 
swim,” we can only expect ignorance and indifference. 
Others have forgotten what they once knew (Heb. 5:11-12). 
Some ignore what they have been taught (cf. Rom. 10:3, 17 
in context is saying that the reason the Jews didn’t believe 
is that they didn’t listen!).

What we don’t know makes a difference. If I don’t know 
the commands of God, I can’t obey them (Eph. 5:17). If 
I don’t know about the judgment to come, I will not fear 
(Heb. 10:27). If I don’t know what the text means, I may be 
violating it (1 John 3:4). If I don’t know the truth, I could 
easily be led into error (2 Pet. 3:16-18).

4. Softness. Soft preaching comforts those who are indif-
ferent. Judah of Isaiah’s day cried out for “smooth things” 
(Isa. 30:10). Soft preaching does little to prick the heart 
in sin. “Positive” preaching that eliminates the “negative” 
makes people who are in sin and indifferent about it, feel 
good about themselves. Soft preaching is not identified by 
what is said as much as it is by what is not said.

When there is a lack of “teeth” in the message preached, 
the indifferent are encouraged in their sin. It is not enough 
to preach the truth, but elders and churches must discipline. 
That involves correcting, rebuking, encouraging, and with-
drawing when there is no repentance. The work of elders 
is that of watching for the souls of men (Heb. 13:17; Tit. 
1). All too often, brethren want the truth to be preached on 
some sin, of which, some of the members are guilty, but 

Jesus came preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17). In his preaching to prepare 
men for the kingdom, he described it and gave some of its 
new teachings.

The Sermon on the Mount is not just a correction of 
incorrect ideas about the Old Testament law. It is the basis, 
or constitution, of the kingdom to come.

Matthew 18:15-17 cannot be Old Testament law. Jesus 
tells us to take the matter to the “church.” This teaching 
is not repeated in the epistles, but nevertheless it is still 
binding upon Christians.

never follow through with any application or discipline!

Jesus and the New Testament
Paul K. Williams

In an article I read recently, Dan Billingsly, a liberal 
preacher who teaches that a man can put away his wife 
for any cause and still be pleasing to God, wrote: “There 
is not one New Testament doctrine revealed in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John — before the cross.”

This is pure, unadulterated error. Let me point out some 
things.

When studying the four Gospels we must understand that 
Jesus was living under the law of Moses and commanding 
people to obey it. At the same time he was preparing for the 
coming of the kingdom and giving some of its laws.

The gospels were not written simply to show the correct interpretation of  
the Old Testament law. They were written to help Christians to believe in 

Jesus, understand Jesus, and to understand the kingdom of heaven.
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In John 3:5 Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.” This statement did not apply to the 
time before Jesus died on the cross because the kingdom 
of God did not begin until Pentecost. John 3:5 has to find 
fulfillment in the kingdom. Jesus outlines the way of sal-
vation there.

Mark 7:19 says, “Thus He declared all foods clean.” 
Foods were not clean until the law was done away on the 
cross. Yet Jesus “declared all foods clean” while he was 
on the earth. He gave New Testament legislation, intend-
ing for people to understand that it would come with the 
kingdom.

In John 4:21-24 Jesus told the Samaritan woman, 
“Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in 
this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall you worship the Fa-
ther. You worship that which you do not know; we worship 
that which we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But an 
hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the 
Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, and those 
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

The principle that worship is to be according to the 
New Testament (“in spirit and truth”), and that it will not 
require going to any particular place, is no part of the Old 
Testament. I do not know of any other place where the 
New Testament specifically states that the place where we 
worship is not important. This is N.T. legislation.

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John were written after the 
New Testament had come. They were not written simply 
to show the correct interpretation of the Old Testament 
law. They were written to help Christians to believe in 
Jesus, understand Jesus, and to understand the kingdom 
of heaven. Though the incidents before the cross occurred 
under the law of Moses, they are recorded because they are 
connected — vitally — to the New Testament.

Billingsly has an axe to grind. He wants to eliminate 
Matthew 19:9 so he can interpret 1 Corinthians 7 so as to 
get every divorced and remarried person into the church. 
Until he can eliminate Matthew 19:9, he cannot do what he 
wants. So he has taken an extreme position that everything 

in the four Gospels before the cross pertains to the Old Tes-
tament, and that nothing Jesus said before the cross belongs 
in the New Testament. He is wrong, tragically wrong, and 
it is apparent that he is wrong because he is driven by his 
desire to justify the marriages of all.

Matthew 19:9 does not explain the Old Testament law 
on divorce. It is different from Deuteronomy 24. The only 
explanation is that it is kingdom legislation.

Matthew 19:9 is for us today. Here is what it says: “And 
I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for im-
morality, and marries another woman commits adultery.” 
No one has the right to divorce his or her mate — except 
for the cause of fornication! (See also Matt. 5:32.) These 
verses show that unscriptural divorce and remarriage re-
sults in adultery, which is sexual intercourse of a married 
person with a person he or she is not married to. These 
verses show why polygamy is a sin. A man cannot marry a 
second wife while he is still under God’s law  to be faithful 
to his first wife. When he marries the second wife, he is 
committing adultery.

The only way an adulterer can receive forgiveness is 
for the adulterer to repent — and stop his adultery. This is 
a hard truth (as the disciples of Jesus understood — Matt. 
19:10-12), but it is a truth which cannot be broken.

P.O. Box 324, Eshowe, 3815 South Africa <paulw@netac-
tive.co.za>

Keep The Faith
If mountains fail to meet the sky,
 and valley’s lose their green;
If songbirds fail to sing their tune,
 and sunsets can’t be seen;

After all is said and done,
 when we’re in our last years;
If one of us shall cease to breathe,
 and the other’s left with tears;

The one that’s left shall not despair,
 but stand on solid ground;
For, across the waves on Jordan’s shore,
 the other will be found.

  Forrest Morris

New Testament Books Outlined
by Derrell Shaw

A good study guide.

Price — $5.95
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Zacchaeus, The Day After

Larry Ray Hafley

Zacchaeus, the little rich, 
notorious, conniving, de-
frauder and extortionist, has 
repented and been forgiven 
(Luke 19:8-10). Now, how 
do I treat him? He cheated 
me and my family out of a 
lot of money. Tell me, how 
am I supposed to act towards 
him? Should I coldly ignore 

him and hold him in contempt? Should I feel harsh toward 
those who forgive him and accept him back into the fold? 
Should I remain bitter and distrustful? What should I do? 
How should I act?

The most immoral woman in our town (Samaria), the 
one whose sinful deeds evilly affected and embarrassed 
our family, claims to have found the Christ (John 4:9-42). 
If this sexually impure woman has been forgiven, how do 
I treat her? She has ruined the lives of several families and 
has irreparably hurt and scarred the lives of the children 
involved. Should I continue to look down upon her as a 
“tramp”? Should I distrust and feel resentment toward those 
who receive her back into our community? Tell me, how 
am I supposed to act towards her now?

So this is what the music and dancing is all about (Luke 
15:11-32)!  My so-called brother has finally come crawl-
ing back home, but only after staining the family name 
and wasting our father’s fortune. He threw it all away on 
prostitutes, and, now, when he has no place else to turn, he 
comes back home and expects to be received! Well, don’t 
expect me to accept him back with open arms! No siree! 
Let him stew in his own juice. After all he has done to de-
grade and destroy our family, I cannot understand how dad 
can allow him back on the property, let alone give him a 
welcome home feast! What a travesty of honor and justice! 
I am going to let dad know exactly how I feel! (Later, after 
talking to his father and expressing his bitterness, the elder 
brother silently may have wondered, “How should I treat 

my brother when I see him?”) 

Saul of Tarsus, our nation’s Brutus, and the Jewish 
equivalent to Judas, after killing my wife and my mother 
and father, after causing me to live underground and lose 
my business, has now been converted to our Lord! How 
am I supposed to treat this man who was the lead assassin 
in the murder of our beloved brother Stephen (Acts 7:58; 
22:20)? I hear he may soon be asked to address the church 
I attend. I cannot bear to think of all the sorrow his actions 
have brought and how he has ruined my life; so, how can 
I face him and listen to him preach?

Simon the Sorcerer, the long time spiritual quack and 
con man, has been up to some of his old tricks and has been 
forgiven after his alleged conversion (Acts 8:9-25). Years 
ago because she believed in him, my mother turned over 
our family’s inheritance to this man. He swindled her out 
of every penny my father left us. Now, he has asked for 
forgiveness after lapsing back into his old carnal ways. Tell 
me how I should treat him? It appears that Peter trusts him 
and has said that his repentance would secure his forgive-
ness, but how can I accept such a deceitful man?

Perhaps the most disgusting fornicator the world has ever 
known apparently has repented (1 Cor. 5; 2 Cor. 2:6-11). 
Even some of the vile, immoral pagans were sickened by 
this man’s evil! How should I treat him when the whole 
church is come together for worship (1 Cor. 11:20-29; 
14:23; 16:2)? Since I find him utterly repulsive, should I 
give him “the cold shoulder” and purposely ignore him?   

Scriptural Answers
“Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I 

forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say 
not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times 
seven” (Matt. 18:21, 22). “For if ye forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your heavenly 
Father forgive your trespasses” (Matt. 6:14, 15). “For he 
shall have judgment without mercy, that hath showed no 
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Christ die? What purpose did his death serve? According 
to the Bible, Christ died in order to:

1. Save the world. Before Jesus was even born, an angel 
told Mary and Joseph that “he shall save his people from 
their sins” (Matt. 1:21). With reference to his own mission, 
Jesus said, “the Son of man is come to save that which was 
lost” (Matt. 18:11). Nothing could be clearer from the New 
Testament than the fact that Jesus died in order to bring 
salvation to the world. As John put it, “We have seen and 
do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of 
the world” (1 John 4:14). 

2. Pay the debt for our sins. While briefly recounting 
the facts of the gospel to the Corinthians, Paul writes, “For 
I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip-
tures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4). The 
Scriptures present the idea that “Christ died for our sins” in 
the sense that he was the perfect sacrifice given to pay the 
debt for our sins. As he was instituting the Lord’s supper 
just before his death, Jesus “took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink ye all of it; for this is 
my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins’” (Matt. 26:27-28). The death of 
Jesus was necessary because, “without shedding of blood 
there is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). Through his own death 
Jesus paid the debt we could not pay.

3. Fulfill prophecy. The Bible teaches that the death of 
Christ was part of God’s plan even before creation. Peter 
writes that Christ “was foreordained before the foundation 
of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you” 
(1 Pet. 1:20). Isaiah, as well as the other prophets of the Old 
Testament, prophesied that Christ would die in order to bear 
the sins of the world several hundred years before Jesus was 
even born (Isa. 53:12). Jesus referred to these prophecies 
after his resurrection as he explained their fulfillment to 
his disciples saying, “These are the words which I spake 

mercy” (Jas. 2:13). 

“And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you” (Eph. 4:32). “Forbearing one another and forgiving 
one another, if any man hath a quarrel against any: even as 
Christ forgave you, so also do ye” (Col. 3:13). “Brethren, 
if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness, considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted” (Gal. 6:1).       

(After withdrawal from the fornicator in 1 Corinthians 
5, it seems that he repented. Later, Paul commented on 
their action and on their present obligation.) “Sufficient to 
such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by the 
majority, so that on the contrary you should rather forgive 
and comfort him, lest somehow such a one be overwhelmed 
by excessive sorrow. Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your 
love for him” (2 Cor. 2:6-8). “Love . . . does not take into 
account a wrong suffered” (1 Cor. 13:4, 5).   

“Father, forgive them: for they know not what they 
do” (Luke 23:34). “And they stoned Stephen. . . . And he 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not 
this sin to their charge” (Acts 7:59, 60). “God, be merciful 
4626 Osage, Baytown, Texas 77521

Why Did Jesus Die?

David Dann

Shortly after his resurrection, we are told that Jesus 
explained to his disciples that, “it was necessary for the 
Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day” 
(Luke 24:46). Unquestionably, the death of Jesus stands 
out as the single most important event in all of human his-
tory since the creation of the world. There is no escaping 
the great impact that his death has had, and continues to 
have on the human race. However, such a statement of 
Jesus as that recorded above causes us to carefully ponder 
the necessity of the death of Christ on the cross. Why did 
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“Some Things” continued from front page “Candlestick” continued from page 2
apostle Peter said, “Neither is there salvation in any other; 
for there is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). No other 
can give salvation. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. 
No man cometh to the Father but by him (John 14:6). Jesus 
is not one of the ways to God, but the way. If we believe 
not that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, we shall die in 
our sins (John 8:24).

5. No man knows that a person can be saved without 
water baptism. Every place where baptism and salvation 
or forgiveness of sins appear together, baptism always 
precedes salvation. Note the following Scriptures: “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). 
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). “And 
now why tarriest thou? Arise and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 
22:16). “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth 
also now save us” (1 Pet. 3:21). In the preceding texts, 
faith, repentance, and baptism come before salvation or 
the remission of sins. Each one is just as important as the 
other. We just as well may say that an alien sinner could 
be saved without faith or repentance as to say he can be 
saved without water baptism.

Yes, there are some things that no man knows! Many 
think they know but they do not.

unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must 
be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and 
in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me” (Luke 
24:44). The death of Christ was the culmination of God’s 
plan for man’s redemption as revealed throughout the Old 
Testament Scriptures. As Paul put it, “Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3).

4. Abolish the Old Law. Speaking of the Law of Moses, 
Paul writes that Christ’s death accomplished the work of 
“blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against 
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his cross” (Col. 2:14). Similarly, in his letter 
to the Ephesians Paul writes of Christ “having abolished 
in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain 
one new man, so making peace; and that he might reconcile 
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the 
enmity thereby” (Eph. 2:15-16). In order to bring salvation 
to the entire world, it was necessary for Christ to remove 
the Old Covenant, and replace it with the New Covenant 
at his death (Heb. 8:7-13; 9:16-17).

5. Show the seriousness of sin and the love of God. The 

Bible teaches that sin is the transgression of God’s law (1 
John 3:4). As we have already noted, Christ died for the 
purpose of paying the debt for our sins. We ought to arrive 
at a good understanding of how seriously God looks at sin 
as we reflect on the fact that God the Son suffered a horrible 
death in order to bear the punishment for our sins and bring 
us back into fellowship with God. We also gain a better 
understanding of God’s love through the death of Christ as 
we realize that, “God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Conclusion
“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 

angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for 
every man” (Heb. 2:9). Have you died with Christ (Rom. 
6:3-5)?
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as also is Jesus (John 1:4-5; 8:12). When Jesus came into 
the world, men saw the light of his star and went in search 
of the Messiah (Matt. 2:2). Jesus came as a light to those 
in darkness (Luke 2:32). The gospel reveals that light (2 
Cor. 4:4-6; Eph. 5:13). The Bible reveals the way from 
darkness to light (Acts 26:18). It reveals the path of light, 
exposing what is sinful and what is righteousness (Rom. 
7:7). Psalm 19:8-12 expresses how the word of the Lord 
enlightens the eyes and shows men what is light and what 
is darkness.

Christians are “lights” in the same sense as the moon 
gives light. The moon is not a source of light; it merely 
reflects the light of the sun. We are mirrors reflecting the 
light of the Son. Individually, we are lights (Eph. 5:8; 1 
Thess. 5:5-8; 1 Pet. 2:9). As a congregation, we are God’s 
light in the world (Rev. 1:12-13; 1 Tim. 3:15).

Not All Candlesticks Are Equally Bright
In the book of Revelation, the candlesticks are used to 

describe the seven churches of Asia. The Lord was fully 
aware of the condition of each church. The Lord was in 
the midst of the candlesticks (Rev. 1:13; 2:1). Each letter 
begins with Jesus saying “I know” the condition of the 
church (2:2, 9, 13, 19; 3:1, 8, 15). The Lord just as certainly 
knows what is going on in the church of which you and I 
are members as he did the churches of the first century. If 
the Lord were to write to the church where we are, what 
would he say?

87 Ormond Dr., Scottsville, Kentucky 42164
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Of the seven churches of Asia, not all of the candlesticks 
were equally bright. The church at Ephesus was in danger 
of losing its candlestick because it had lost its first love, 
albeit it was doctrinally sound (Rev. 2:1-5). The church at 
Smyrna shined brightly in the midst of persecution (2:8-11). 
The church at Pergamos allowed its light to be dimmed by 
their on-going fellowship with those who taught the doc-
trine of the Nicolaitans (2:12-15). If they did not repent, 
God promised to fight against them with the sword of his 
mouth (2:16). The church at Thyatira tolerated the immoral 
teaching of those who believed one could commit fornica-
tion and eat meats sacrificed to idols (2:18-29). The church 
at Sardis was basically dead, although a few in that dead 
church were still alive (3:1, 4). The church at Philadelphia 
was clinging fast to the Lord in the face of bitter persecu-
tion (3:7-12). The church at Laodicea was lukewarm and 
needed to repent (3:14-21).

Which of these churches more nearly resembles the light 
that we emit? In some cases our light shines brightly. In 
come cases it flickers. In some cases it may be altogether 
dark.

What are some things that darken one’s light? At Ephe-
sus, the loss of one’s first love (2:4-5). At Pergamos, the 
acceptance of false teachers (2:12-15). At Thyatira, the 
acceptance of worldliness (2:18-29). At Sardis, spiritual 
deadness (3:1). At Laodicea, lukewarmness (3:15-17). 
There are many different things that can cause the church’s 
light to flicker or be vanquished. Bitter, in-fighting (Gal. 
5:15) and division (1 Cor. 3:1-4) cause churches to lose 
their light. I attended a wedding the other day in which 
the families went through a ceremony of lighting a “unity 
candle.” Two families were come together to begin one 
new family. Perhaps we need a “unity candle” service in 
some places.

What are some things that make one’s light bright? 
At Ephesus, doctrinal loyalty (Rev. 2:2). At Smyrna, 
faithfulness in the face of severe persecution (2:9-10). 
At Pergamos, not denying the faith (2:13). At Thyatira, 
love, service, faith, patience, and works (2:19). At Sardis, 
a few names that had not defiled their garments (3:4). At 
Philadelphia, continued works of obedience in the face 
of many trials (3:8, 10). At Laodicea, opening the door 
to the Savior who wanted inside their lukewarm hearts 
(3:20). There are many different things that can cause this 
church’s light to shine brightly: (a) Intense brotherly love 
for one another (John 13:34-35); (b) A commitment to 
work through problems together. In our family we have had 
problems. There have been times when we have sat down 
together and expressed our differences. Not once have we 
asked someone to leave the family and go away from us. 
Rather, we have had a commitment to work through our 
differences, respecting each other in spite of the differences 
we have, and maintaining our family. (c) Active programs 
of work, such as converting the lost, edifying the saints, 

helping those who are hurting, and lifting the spirits of 
those who are down and depressed.

Conclusion
Jesus said, “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have 

lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set 
on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and 
put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth 
light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:13-16).

One of my first remembrances of church services is the 
learning of “This Little Christian Light of Mine.” The little 
children’s song is based on this text. Let’s think about the 
important message that is included in its words.

   This little Christian light of mine,
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   This little Christian light of mine, 
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   This little Christian light of mine,
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   Let it shine, all the time, let it shine.

   Hide it under a bushel, No!
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   Hide it under a bushel, No!
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   Hide it under a bushel, No!
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   Let it shine, all the time, let it shine.

   Don’t let Satan “puff” it out.
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   Don’t let Satan “puff” it out.
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   Don’t let Satan “puff” it out.
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   Let it shine, all the time, let it shine.

   All around the neighborhood,
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   All around the neighborhood,
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   All around the neighborhood,
   I’m gonna’ let it shine.
   Let it shine, all the time, let it shine.

6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123 mikewillis1@com-
puserve.com
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Preacher Needed

Quips  
& 

Quotes

Danville, Florida: The Church of Christ at Danville, Florida will 
be needing a full-time preacher after the first of June. The at-
tendance for Sunday AM usually averages 55+. This is a growing 
area that is located 2 miles south of Lake Butler and 35 miles 
north of Gainesville. The congregation is at peace and owns 
the worship building and the preacher’s residence. This is a 
group of Christians that is striving to serve God in all matters. 
Please send resumes to John Davis at P.O. Box 262, LaCrosse, 
FL 32658-0262, or call 904-462-5980. 
        

Preacher Available

Erik Shaffer: I am a young man looking for the right situation 
in which to preach the word of God. I am looking for a place 
where I can help edify a congregation as well as grow as a 
Christian myself. I’ve been preaching part-time for almost six 
years now. I’ve also taught classes for both adults and young 
adults. I will consider all opportunities that are available. 7804 
River Resort Ln., Tampa, FL 33617, (813)980-2612, E-mail ad-
dress: ecshaffer@webtv.net

A Program To Help Philippine Preachers  
Build Their Library

Brother Jim McDonald has worked extensively in the Phil-
ippines. He relates that many of the men preaching in the 
Philippines are desperately in need of some books to assist 
them in their study. He has suggested a program in which 
someone volunteers to send one book a month to a Filipino 
preacher to help him build his library. Would you be willing to 
“adopt” a preacher to help him build his library? If so, contact 
Jim McDonald (P.O. Box 155032, Lufkin, TX 75915-5032; phone: 
1-409-637-0229; e-mail: Jim_Mc@juno.com) and he will make 
the arrangements for you pay for books to be sent to a Filipino 
preacher. The cost should be under $20-25 per month.

Adopt A Preacher
Asher-Bonner Debates

Two debates have been scheduled between David D. Bonner 
and Jeffrey S. Asher to discuss the deity and humanity of Jesus. 
The first debate will be held August 2-3, 5-6 in Amarillo, TX at 
the Crockett School, 4720 Floyd St.; the second debate will be 
held August 23-24, 26-27 in Lufkin, TX at the building of the 
Fourth and Groesbeck church, 401 E. Groesbeck. The services 
will be conducted at 7:30 each evening for both debates.

The propositions for each debate are as follows:

Proposition 1: The Scriptures teach that Jesus, while on earth 
in the flesh, had and used both human and divine attributes. 
Affirm: David D. Bonner; Deny: Jeffrey S. Asher

Proposition 2: The Scriptures teach that Jesus, while on earth 
in the flesh, had both human and divine attributes but never 
used any of his divine attributes. Affirm: Jeffrey S. Asher; Deny: 
David D. Bonner.

Vatican Restates Refusal for Women as Deacons
“Vatican City — The Vatican has reiterated its refusal to allow 
women to serve as deacons, a role that would have allowed 
them to preach at Mass and help celebrate liturgical services. 
Ordination as deacons is a step below priesthood, which the 
Roman Catholic Church reserves solely for unmarried men. 

“‘There are so many other opportunities’ for women in the 
church, Cardinal Dario Castrillon Hoyos, who heads the Vati-
can’s Congregation for the clergy, said Thursday. Castrillon was 
speaking at a news conference to present Pope John Paul II’s 
annual pre-Easter letter to priests worldwide” (The Indianapolis 
Star [March 26, 1999], A27. 

Canada Approves Same-Sex Partnerships
“OTTAWA — Canada’s Supreme Court struck down a hetero-
sexual definition of ‘spouse’ Thursday in a a landmark decision 
that could rewrite Canada’s law books to give legal rights to 
same-sex couples. The ruling, which centered on the case of 
an Ontario woman seeking financial support from her former 
female partner, does not address the issue of homosexual 
marriages.

“But by a ruling 8-1 that heterosexual definition of spouse is 
unconstitutional, the court’s decision could give same-sex 
partners all the legal benefits of a common-law marriage. The 
court gave Ontario six months to amend its laws, nothing that 
dozens of its laws use the heterosexual definition. The federal 
government and other provinces will also have to be in ac-
cordance with the ruling or face lawsuits” (The Indianapolis 
Star [May 21, 1999], A7).
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

 KENNETT, MO
Church of Christ
703 Harrison St.

 Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(573) 888-6778

LILBOURN, MO
P.O. Box 270

211 Benton St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Shane Williams
(573) 688-2234 or 748-5204

MARSHFIELD, MO
Brentwood Church of Christ

Hwy. 38 East, South on Elm St., 
1/2 mile

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Norman Cass
(417) 859-5166

RAYMORE, MO
Raymore Church of Christ

107 N. Woodson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Wadlington
(816) 322-0042 or 318-0838

ST. JAMES, MO
Church of Christ

400 E. James Blvd.
(P.O. Box 308)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Larry Morris
(573) 265-8973 or 265-8628

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Church of Christ

2727 County Line Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(816) 233-2463 or 279-4737

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Prairie Hills Church of Christ

14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E of 
Intersection I-29 & Hwy. 169)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle White
(816) 233-6485

SPRINGFIELD, MO
Southside Church of Christ

1517 E. Cherokee St.
Bible Study    9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Tim Glover
(417) 881-3131 or 886-5304

BEATRICE, NE
Church of Christ

7th and Bell
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.

233-4102 or 228-3827

PORTSMOUTH, NH
Church of Christ

Anchorage Inn, 417 Woodbury Ave. 
(Rt.1 Bypass at I-95, Traffic Circle)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 12: 00  Noon
Jeff Swan — Call for more informa-

tion (603) 323-9333  
or 1-800-841-7857

MT. LAUREL, NJ
Mt. Laurel Church of Christ

in the Philadelphia Area
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.

(609) 665-2496

PISCATAWAY, NJ
258 Highland Ave.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Bible Classes 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gary P. Eubanks
(732) 463-1323

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

VAUXHALL, NJ
Church of Christ

Milbourn Mall Suite 6
2933 Vauxhall Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry A. Persaud
(973) 378-8999 or (908) 964-6356

ALAMOGORDO, NM
25th & Hawaii Church of Christ

P.O. Box 2065
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
(505) 439-9810 or 430-0494

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Albuquerque Church of Christ

1908 Sunshine Terrace SE
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(call to confirm time)
764-9277

ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Harris Blvd. Church of Christ
5424 E.W.T. Harris Blvd.

Worship 8: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Various members of 
local congregations

Don Moeller (704) 532-9242

DALLAS, NC
Deepwood Forest Church of Christ

2002 Lineburger Rd., Hwy. 275
(Between Dallas & Stanley)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis Woollums
(704) 922-8985

FAYETTEVILLE, NC
West Fayetteville
Church of Christ

5272 Butternut Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Arnold
(910) 424-5162

FRANKLIN, NC
Westside Church of Christ

156 Old Murphy Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gurtler
(704) 369-5186 or 369-8216

GRANITE FALLS, NC
Church of Christ
24 Park Square

Between Hickory & Lenoir
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 396-8107
or 294-6878

SALISBURY, NC
Salisbury Church of Christ

1037 Faith Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(704) 639-1135 or 279-4324

SANFORD, NC
West Sanford Church of Christ

202 Westover Drive
(1 blk. from US 1 and NW 42W)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Nay Rieber
(919) 775-5107 or 774-6935

Tom Gray, 776-0373

WINSTON-SALEM, NC
Church of Christ
2800 S. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening (call 336-784-5058) 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(336) 998-4002
or 785-2475

WARNE, NC
Warne Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 64 at Warne
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 389-6892
or 389-3097

LAS VEGAS, NV
Vegas Dr. Church of Christ

3816 Vegas Drive
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Robertson
(702) 648-4827

BEDFORD, OH
Columbus St. Church of Christ

512 Columbus Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Harry Rice
Building: (216) 232-2231

Home: (216) 232-9068

CANAL WINCHESTER, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

Southeast side of Columbus
7 ½ N. High St.

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 837-8859

CINCINNATI, OHIO
Blue Ash

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Evang:  Russell Dunaway, Jr.

891-3174

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CINCINNATI, OH
Lockland Church of Chist

419 W. Wyoming Ave.
Exit 12 I-75 - W. 2 blocks

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Calvin Schabach
821-0410 or 733-3187

CLEVELAND, OH
Lorain Ave. Church of Christ

13501 Lorain Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(216) 476-0660, 651-1689 or
(330) 725-3960, 723-0111

COLUMBUS, OH
Laurel Canyon

Church of Christ
409 McNaughton Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

868-1375 or 866-4535

DAYTON, OH
Haynes St.

Church of Christ
300 Haynes St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Wayne S. Walker
256-6647 or 256-0127

DAYTON, OH
West Carrollton

23 W. Main Street
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Grushon
856-5162 or 434-3090

DAYTON (Beavercreek) OH
Knollwood Church of Christ

1031 Welford Drive
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Keith Greer
426-1422 or 426-3325

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS 

FIND YOUR PLACE 
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

FREMONT, OH
Church of Christ
3361 W. State St.

1 mi. West of Fremont
on U.S. Rt. 20

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(419) 849-3340 or 849-3686

HAMILTON, OH
Westview Church of Christ

1040 Azel Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 35  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  David A. Stansberry
(513) 868-9988

HUBER HEIGHTS (Dayton), OH
Northern Heights
Church of Christ

5430 Fishburg Rd.
SW cnr. of Rt. 201 & Fishburg

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Bible Study 7: 00  P.M.

(513) 236-7611

HILLIARD, OH
Church of Christ

Heights  Church of Christ
7801 Zuni Road, S.E.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Dee Lancaster
266-7577 or 293-5635

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Westside Church of Christ

Sequoia Plaza
3320 Coors Blvd., NW

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(505) 839-9880

AZTEC, NM
Aztec Area Church of Christ

304 N. Main St.
Bible Study     9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 1: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(505) 334-0874 or 334-3913

BUFFALO, NY
Greater Buffalo Church of Christ

P.O. Box 808, W. Seneca
Bible Study 2: 00  A.M.
Worship  3: 00  A.M.
Tuesday 6: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Roy Diestelkamp
(716) 627-6546 
E-Mail address:

edgibson@juno.com

HUDSON, NY
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 573, Hudson 
Bldg: 86 Main St., Philmont

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(518) 828-2923, 329-3833, or 
672-4904

ASHEVILLE, NC
Church of Christ
Holiday Inn East

(Please call for directions.)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.

Evangelist: Joe Hickman
(828) 254-7332 or 684-3111

CARY, NC
Walnut St. Church of Christ

(Raleigh) 217 Walnut St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  (919) 467-0012
Jeff Archer:  319-1757

CHARLOTTE, NC
Charlotte Church of Christ

5327 S. Tyron St.
Worship     9: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Wendell Powell
(704) 525-5655 or 522-9971

CHARLOTTE, NC

28



(413)Truth Magazine — July 1, 1999

DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
4840 Cemetery Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 876-4089

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

MANSFIELD, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

326 Grace Street
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  James Bond
526-2868 or 526-4739

MANSFIELD, OH
Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Leon Bond
(419) 525-3684 or 522-8982

MARIETTA/RENO, OH
Jct. St. Rt. 7 & County Rd. 20

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Wed. - 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th weeks
Thurs. - 1st week

614-374-9827

NEW CARLISLE, OH
Church of Christ
235 Funston Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Lee
(937) 235-2470

NEW LEBANON, OH
Church of Christ
1973 W. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Murphy, Jr.
687-2985

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE 

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

NORTHWOOD, OH
(Toledo Area)

Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
893-3566 or 691-0688

NORWALK, OH
Church of Christ

State Rt. 250 & 13 North

386 N. Edgewood Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Randy Yerby

SALEM, OH
Church of Christ

484 Georgetown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(330) 337-6113

UHRICHSVILLE, OH
Church of Christ

638 Parrish Street
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 00  P.M.

(614) 254-4066, o r
(216) 339-3032

WAVERLY, OH
4th & Mullins

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 947-7122 or 947-1718

ALTUS, OK
Southeast Church of Christ

1105 Navajo
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(580) 535-4767

MIDWEST CITY, OK
Fifth St. Church of Christ

6512 SE Fifth St., Box 30544
(Near Tinker AFB)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Bond
(405) 737-5858 or 737-8272

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Broadview Heights

Church of Christ
3536 NW 38 St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: James B. Lusby
946-6301 or 728-3058

PURCELL, OK
Jackson & Green Ave.

Church of Christ
407 Jackson Street

(Mailing address - Rt.1, Box 80A)
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

527-3538 or 872-3596

STILLWATER, OK
East 6th Ave. Church of Christ

2417 E. Sixth Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Eppler
(405) 743-2603, 377-2847

TULSA, OK
Church of Christ

1702 S. Memorial Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J.T. Smith
627-5670 or 664-6629

TULSA, OK
Woodland Hills
Church of Christ

9119 E. 61 St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Pittman
(918) 252-1220 or 258-2720

AVONDALE, PA
Avondale Church of Christ

Glen Willow Rd.
P.O. Box 421

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Daniel Gatlin, Evangelist
(610) 268-2088, 869-2194

CARLISLE, PA
Walnut Bottom Rd.

Church of Christ
2637 Walnut Bottom Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Hawk
 (717) 776-6122

EXTON, PA
Exton Church of Christ

217 N. Whitford Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

363-8042

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Church of Christ
45 W. Durham St.

P.O. Box 4985
Bible Study 10: 15  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Tues. night 8: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.
(215) 248-2026 or 753-1362

VANDERYRIFT, PA
Church of Christ

156A Farragut Ave.
            

Worship 9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Thursday 7: 30  P.M.

(412) 337-4488

BEAUFORT, SC
Church of Christ

2107 King St., P.O. Box 4
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Paris Island, 8:00 A.M., Sunday

Evangelist: Ronald Nelson
(843) 524-4400 or 524-4652

BEAUFORT/BURTON, SC
Church of Christ

170 Robert Smalls Pkwy.
(Hwy. 170)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(803) 524-4281 or 525-1483

CHARLESTON HEIGHTS, SC
Ashley Heights Church of Christ

2605 S. Oakridge Cir.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Weliever
388-6811 or 381-7401

COLUMBIA, TN
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ

417 Mooresville Pike  
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Maxey
(931) 388-5828 or 380-1226

DIXON SPRINGS, TN
Dixon Springs Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 25 (between 
Hartselle & Carthage)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 868-9266

ERWIN, TN
Church of Christ

N. Erwin Hwy.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M. 
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry A. (Tony) Sayre
(615) 743-8251 or 743-4142

FRANKLIN, TN
Cedarmont Church of Christ

Arno Rd. & Hwy. 96E 
(P.O. Box 682042)

(1 mile East of I65 South)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M. 
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Gambill
(615) 790-2075

GOODLETTSVILLE, TN
Millersville Church of Christ

1158 Louisville Hwy.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jason Malham
(615) 859-1841 or 859-5941

JACKSON, TN
Old Hickory Church of Christ

841 Old Hickory Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
  Evangelist: Gary Kerr

668-1794 or 664-5295

JOHNSON CITY, TN
Brookmead Church of Christ

2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Kay 
615-928-4000 or 753-9865

KNOXVILLE, TN
7604 Chapman Hwy.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger D. Williams
(423) 573-6638

MADISON, TN
Church of Christ

Kemper at Tuckahoe Dr.
(10 min. from Opryland)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Friday  6: 30  P.M.

(803) 553-4970 or 553-4346

COLUMBIA, SC
Lower Richland Church of Christ

3000 Trotter Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J. David Powlas
(803) 783-6059 or 776-0754

SUMTER, SC
Woodland Church of Christ

3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday       7:  00 P.M.

Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.
773-0828

TAYLORS, SC
(Greenville Area)

Taylors Church of Christ
400 E. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Mosely
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728

www.taylors church of christ.com

WARRENVILLE, SC
(Aiken/Augusta Area)

Warrenville Church of Christ
P.O. Box 98

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 648-9451 or 649-0439

WEST COLUMBIA, SC
Airport Church of Christ

4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 755-0023 or 894-6471

RAPID CITY, SD
Church of Christ

1302 E. Fairmont Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Matt Allen
(605) 348-7990 or 688-9170

CHATTANOOGA, TN
North Hixson Church of Christ

5484 Old Hixson Pike
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Walton
(423) 870-8029 or 842-5526

CLEVELAND, TN
Highway 64 Church of Christ

111 Durkee Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(423) 344-7259, 479-6990
or 339-1068

COLUMBIA, TN
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ

1200 Nashville Hwy.,  
Hwy. 31N

Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Green
(615) 868-6078 or 662-8200

MARYVILLE, TN
Smoky Mt. Church of Christ

2206 Montvale Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

C.H. Buld (423) 984-4708
Harold Tabor (423) 977-4230
Gary Kirtley (423) 981-1885

MCMINNVILLE, TN
West End Ave.

Church of Christ
P.O. Box 8060, Zip 37110

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  David Young
(615) 668-7453

MEMPHIS, TN
Burlington Church of Christ

3825 S. Germantown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Doug Seaton
(901) 754-2765 or 853-7840

MEMPHIS, TN
Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Dick Blackford
(901) 388-2474 or 757-9001

MEMPHIS, TN
Hunters Run Church of Christ

6590 Stateline Road (west of  
Germantown Rd. Ext.)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Julian R. Snell
(901) 853-6726 or 363-9133

MURFREESBORO, TN
663 Compton Road

(1 mi. E. of VA Hospital)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Assembly    10: 00  A.M.
Assembly 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

David Arnold
(615) 896-6550 or 896-9474

Web page: http://www.mtsu.edu/@
arnoldd/bible.html

MURFREESBORO, TN
Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Kyle Campbell
 and Bill Cavender

(615) 893-1200

MURFREESBORO, TN
South Ridge Church of Christ

488 Barfield-Crescent Rd.
(Exit 81 off I-24, south 1 1/2 miles on 

231S, turn right)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 848-0303 or 893-5070

MURFREESBORO, TN
University Heights

Church of Christ
1412 East Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
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MURFREESBORO, TN

Westvue Church of Christ
316 Kings Hwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Duggin
896-1292 or 896-3943

NASHVILLE, TN
Bell Road Church of Christ

1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill O'Neal
(615) 833-4444 or 941-1134

NASHVILLE, TN
Hillview Church of Christ

7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(615) 356-7318 or 952-3433

NASHVILLE, TN
Perry Heights Church of Christ

423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Daniel H. King
(615) 883-3118 or 366-5009

NASHVILLE, TN
Riverside Dr. Church of Christ

1530 Riverside Dr.
(Close to Opryland and new stadium)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Wilson Adams
(615) 262-0241

ROCKWOOD, TN
Post Oak Rd. Church of Christ

1227 Post Oak Valley Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Moore
(423) 354-9416 or 354-0489

ROCKWOOD, TN
Church of Christ 
Highway 70 East

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(423) 354-2557

SHELBYVILLE, TN
El Bethel Church of Christ

Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader
(615) 685-1113 or 684-9099

WAVERLY, TN
Eastside Church of Christ

1412 E. Railroad St.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(931) 296-5217 or 296-4657

Northwest Church of Christ
7750 Highway 105

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Russ Bowman
898-4034, 287-3908

or 866-6939

CLEBURNE, TX
Church of Christ

404 South Caddo St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(817) 645-3588

CLEVELAND, TX
Church of Christ
310 E. Houston

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Raymond Meaux
281-592-1581

CLUTE, TX
Church of Christ

343 S. Main
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Lloyd
265-5283 or 265-2933

COLLEGE STATION, TX
Church of Christ

810 Southwest Pkwy.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Wayne Moody
764-6562 or 693-1758

COLUMBUS, TX
West Oaks Church of Christ

214 FM 806
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Herbert Thorton Jr.
(409) 732-3001

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Hwy. 9 Church of Christ

5853 Leopard St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Clyde Carter
(512) 777-0606, 241-0818, 

289-1559, 853-8637 or 289-1439  

DALLAS, TX
College Park Church of Christ

701 Centennial Blvd.
Richardson, Texas

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Rickie G. Jenkins
(972) 783-9777

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

DICKINSON, TX

Church of Christ, 2919 Main St.
(Between Houston-Galveston

Exit 19  on  I-45, east 2 mi. on 517)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 9: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jay Horsley
(281) 534-4870

DUMAS, TX
Central Church of Christ

424 E. First St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David M. Bonner
(806) 935-5363 or 935-6883

EDNA, TX
301 South Robison

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(512) 782-5506 or 782-2844
Elders: S.A. Mercer & S. Wilson

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
Web Page http://ykc.com/cofc/

EL PASO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ

3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Ken Looper (915) 821-1084
(915) 855-4327

FORT WORTH, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ

Altamesa at Landview
(“at the overpass”)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Tom M. Roberts
292-4908 or 294-9706

FORT WORTH, TX
West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd.

76114
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Stan Cox
(817) 738-7269

HARLINGEN, TX
Church of Christ

1625 Morgan Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Earl Dale
(956) 423-4690 or 423-6225

HOUSTON, TX
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road  (77084)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Mark White (281) 578-1897

HOUSTON, TX
Bellaire Church of Christ

8001 South Rice Ave.
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David O. Lanius, Jr.
(713) 668-4810

HOUSTON, TX
Church of Christ

in Oak Forest
1333 Judiway

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

(713) 686-0788

HOUSTON, TX (Southwest)
Murphy Rd. Church of Christ

2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

HOUSTON, TX
Spring Woods Church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Church Phone (713) 973-6667
Elders:  468-4753, 461-2222,

or 863-1927

HUNTINGTON, TX
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 858
One block north of U.S. 69

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 422-4623

IRVING, TX
Westside Church of Christ

2300 W. Pioneer Dr.
(closest to D/FW Airport)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Roberts
258-8527 or (214) 986-9131

http://www.flash.net/~westside

LANCASTER, TX
Dallas Avenue Church of Christ

601 N. Dallas Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 25  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Boshart
(972) 227-2910 or 227-1119

LANCASTER, TX
Pleasant Run Church of Christ

831 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 227-1758 or 227-2598

LUFKIN, TX
Church of Christ
4th & Groesbeck
401 E. Groesbeck

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 632-1771 or 634-7515

LUFKIN, TX
Timberland Dr. Church of Christ

912 S. Timberland Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.
 Evangelists: Harold Hancock

James W. Adams
634-7110 or 632-7070

MANSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ

1820 E. Debbie Lane

P.O. Box 165
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening  6: 00  A.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.                    
         

Evangelist:  Bobby Holmes
(817) 277-9186 or 

(972) 262-3818

MESQUITE, TX
(East Dallas)

Westlake Church of Christ
427 Gross Rd., 75149

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Haley
(972) 285-1610

MIDLAND, TX
Midland Church of Christ

3416 Thomason
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

694-3482 or 683-6725

NACOGDOCHES, TX
Mound & Starr Church of Christ

1439 N. Mound St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Randy Harshbarger

ODESSA, TX
Crescent Park Church of Christ

1415 Royalty
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Paul Smith
(915) 362-1777 or 366-5071

PLANO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)

Spring Creek Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 398-3221 or 231-3748

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Church of Christ in Valley-Hi

(Near Lackland AFB)
4302 SW Loop 410

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(210) 674-4188 or 628-1018

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Pecan Valley Church of Christ

268 Utopia (IH 37 S.E.
Exit Pecan Valley)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Byron Gage
(210) 337-6143 or 662-9336

SAN MARCOS, TX
San Marcos Church of Christ

2660 Hunter Road
P.O. Box 669

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Afternoon 2: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: George W. Slover
(512) 396-2399 or 353-0364

SHERMAN, TX

ALLEN, TX
Church of Christ
303 E. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Foy W. Vinson
424-5766

ALVARADO,TX
I-35 Church of Christ

(E. Service Rd. of I-35, North of 
Alvarado)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship  11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(817) 783-6308 or 790-7253

ALVIN, TX
House St. Church of Christ

516 W. House St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry R. Osborne
(713) 331-4953 or

331-9305

ANGELTON, TX
Kiber St. Church of Christ

P.O. Box 1162
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Moore
(409) 849-6246

AUSTIN, TX
Cedar Park Church of Christ
Brushy Crk. Rd. & Mustange

Cedar Park, Texas
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Everett
(512) 259-0924 or 219-6816

AUSTIN, TX
Wonsley Dr. Church of Christ

507 E. Wonsley Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff  Smith
(512) 990-7158 or 836-8532

Wonsleycoc@ao1.com

BAYTOWN, TX
Pruett and Lobit Church of Christ

701 North Pruett St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Larry Hafley
(281) 422-5926 or 421-7367

BAYTOWN, TX
East Side Church of Christ

2100 James Bowie
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tony Mauck
(281) 427-8729 or 837-9259

BEAUMONT, TX
Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ

3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Max Dawson
& Edwin Crozier
(409) 866-1996

BEAUMONT, TX
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES

ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

Westwood Village
 Church of Christ

314 N. Tolbert
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Fred Watkins
(903) 868-2809, 893-3637

TAYLOR, TX
South Loop Highway 79

Church of Christ
Route 2, Box 136B

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: John H. Crow
(512) 365-7058

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TEMPLE, TX
Leon Valley Church of Christ

4404 Twin City Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Stroud
(254) 939-0682 or 774-7551

TEMPLE, TX
Southside Church of Christ

2003 S. 5th
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Haynes
773-0931

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER MONTH

WEST COLUMBIA, TX
Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: David Weaks
(409) 345-3818

THE WOODLANDS, TX
Woodlands Church of Christ

P.O. Box 7664-77380
3987 Wellman Road

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

367-2099 or 367-1235

KAYSVILLE, UT
137 S. Flint St.

Bible Classes 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

For info. call (801) 544-1401
 or 451-4582

OGDEN, UT
Ogden Church of Christ

910 23rd St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(801) 394-1397
Bilingual English and Spanish

ANNANDALE, VA
Annandale Church of Christ

Washington, D.C. Area
4709 Ravensworth Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Contact: Floyd Chappelear
256-5543 or 830-0164

CHESAPEAKE, VA
Tidewater Church of Christ

217 Taxus St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Schlosser
(757) 479-5658 or 436-6900

CHESTER, VA
Chester Church of Christ

12100 Winfree St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Crowder
796-2374 or 530-2285

CHESTER, VA
Rivermont Church of Christ

2316 E. Hundred Rd.
(2 mi. W. of Hopewell on Hwy. 10,  

5 ½ mi. E, I-95, exit 61A)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert S. Swain
(804) 530-1764

NEWPORT NEWS, VA
Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ

315 Harpersville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Aaron Burleson
(757) 877-6264 or 838-5374

POUND, VA
Church of Christ

U.S. 23, 3 mi. S. of Pound
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.
Evangelist:  Daniel Holloway

(703) 796-5767

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER YEAR
$95.00 PER QUARTER

RICHMOND, VA
Forest Hill Church of Christ

1208 W. 41st St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Jack Bise, Jr.
(804) 233-5959

RICHMOND, VA
West End

4909 Patterson Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evang.: Michael W. McLemore
(804) 358-7933, 320-3948

or 750-2873

RIDGEWAY, VA
Church of Christ (Rd. 750)

2273 Old Leaksville Rd. 
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Tom Knight - 956-3637
Webster Ford - 956-3093
Jamie Hinds - 956-4651

ROANOKE, VA
Blue Ridge Church of Christ

Blue Ridge Mall, Unit 16
9 mi. E. of Roanoke, Rt. 460

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Call:  Larry Powell
(540) 992-5912 or

Building (540) 977-1277

STAFFORD, VA
Ruby Church of Christ

5 mi. S. of Stafford
US Rt. 1 - P.O. Box 1524

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(540) 373-9466
or 972-2598

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Virginia Beach Church of Christ

Pembrook Manor
Recreation Building

4452 Hinsdale St.
P.O. Box 8693 (23450)

Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(804) 486-6639 or 486-6245
www.vb-churchofChrist.com

BELLINGHAM, WA
Northside Church of Christ

5201 Northwest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Price
(360) 354-7867 or 384-1807

BREMERTON, WA
Church of Christ

500 Pleasant Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.

Elders: Howard Reagan
Harold Trimble, Otto Spieth, Scott 

Saario
377-5622

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TACOMA, WA
Manitou Church of Christ

4806 So. 66th St.
(P.O. Box 7523, 98407)

Sunday 9: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(253) 759-7875
(425) 557-9242

Voice Mail: (253) 752-5616

Barrio Colon
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 8: 00  P.M.

(54) 51-561645 or 219123
Evangelist: Carlos Gatti

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta

Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 A Ave. N.E. T2E ISI

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Derek Chambers
(403) 276-8088 

Services in English and Spanish

CANADA
Jordan, Ontario, Loriso
Jordan Church of Christ
2863 Regional Road 81

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(905) 562-4739, 685-3896

CANADA
Hamilton, Ontario

33 Highcliffe
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Monday    7: 00  P.M.

Closest Church to Toronto
Steve Rudd, Evangelist

(905) 575-8437

JAPAN
Okinawa, Japan

Mid-Island Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Call 645-6334, 622-5163 
for information

WEST GERMANY
Kaiserslautern Area

Ramstein Church of Christ
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(06371) 17049 or 44529

HELP
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR 

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

Greenbag Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeremy Joy
(304) 292-3276 or 296-9793

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ

210 Cedar St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Brian Price
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Roberts Ridge Church of Christ

Rd. 2 - Box 368-A
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Sam Wood (304) 845-2202
Ray Crow (304) 845-8098

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOU
PLACE OF WORSHIP

THIS SPACE
$25.00 PER QUARTER

$95.00 PER YEAR

PARKERSBURG, WV
Marrtown Church of Christ

825 Marrtown Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 861-0342 or 422-7458

RAVENSWOOD, WV
Church of Christ
1101 Gallatin St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Christian
273-0261 or 273-3267

MILWAUKEE, WI
Metropolitan Church of Christ
1029 S. 58th St., P.O. Box 14187

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Girardot
257-3035

Church: 258-8520

ARGENTINA, Cordoba
Iglesia de Cristo

Pasaje Alicante 2431

VANCOUVER, WA
Church of Christ

Temp. at Sara J. Anderson School, 
2215 N.E. 104th St.

P.O. Box 2488, Zip 98668
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00  A.M.

(360) 687-9196
(360) 263-2168

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

YAKIMA, WA
W. Washington Ave. Church of Christ

902 W. Washington Ave.
Conservative

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(509) 248-8190 or 248-5614

BECKLEY, WV
Church of Christ
100 Carriage Dr.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Weldon E. Warnock
(304) 252-8108 or 255-1136

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

522 Daugherty St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 346-2112

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

873 Oakwood Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 342-5637

CLARKSBURG, WV
Westside Church of Christ

Davison Run Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 782-2132

FAIRMONT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ

934 East Park Avenue
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 366-4523 or 449-1495

MORGANTOWN, WV
Glen Oaks Church of Christ

3130
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see “Noah’s Ark” on p. 440

Difficult Bible 
Passages 

 

Vol. XLIII  No. 14
July 15, 1999

Noah’s Ark (The Revised Tele-

vision Version)

Marc W. Gibson

When I first heard that a television movie was being made of the 
story of Noah and the Flood, I was rather excited. It was advertised to 
be a huge production to bring the beloved story to life. Movies de-
picting Bible events and people have been made through the years. 
Some have been rather good, though there were always the inevitable 
inaccuracies and additional story lines to make a dramatic movie. But 
I had hoped this would turn out to be a decent portrayal of the great 
story from Genesis. I was wrong. I was disappointed. I was outraged.

The miniseries (which aired in early March) was a waste of time 
and money. The scenery and 
computer animation was good, 
but the story was a jumbled 
mess of inaccuracies, attempts 
at silly humor, and ridiculous 
writing. A disclaimer was given 
that “dramatic license” was taken 
with the story of Noah, but the 
result was an insult to any lover 
of God’s word. I am sure God was 
not amused or pleased. I hope 
the “license” is revoked before 
any more wrecks take place.

I should have seen the di-
saster coming when I learned 
ahead of time that the movie 
would depict Noah building the 
ark during a drought that followed the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Now, most anyone who half-knows the book of Genesis 
would scratch his head at this setup. The destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah took place a good while after the Flood. Genesis 6-9 tells the 
story of Noah while Genesis 19 tells of the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Noah wasn’t even around by that time! And to add insult 
to injury, who do we learn is living in Sodom and is friends with Noah 
before the Flood? None other than Lot and his wife. Something doesn’t 
add up here. Lot is Abraham’s nephew, but Abraham would not be 
born until about 300 years after the Flood. A nephew is living 300 years 
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EditorialEditorial

Staying Encouraged in the 
Lord
Mike Willis

There is no one who serves God who does not face trials, tribulations, 
adversities, and other things that tempt him to throw up his hands 
and quit. That is common to Christians and, for that reason, there are 
numerous Scriptures to encourage us not to become discouraged and 
disheartened. Paul exhorted, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for 
in due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9). Sometimes it helps 
us to be reminded of those things that make serving God worthwhile. 
Consider some of these things that Christ gives us:

1. A hope of heaven. On several occasions, the Lord described to us 
what he has prepared for us in heaven. 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven 
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat 
upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto 
me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. And he said unto me, It 
is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give 
unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that 
overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be 
my son (Rev. 21:1-7).

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also (John 14:1-3).

The hope that one has enables him to endure the horrible burdens of 
life. The Proverbs speak of how one without hope has trouble perserver-
ing.

Prov. 12:25 — “Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop . . .”
Prov. 15:13 — “A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by 

sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.”
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continued next page

Who Is a Child of God?
Irvin Himmel

Prayerful thought needs to be given to this question. A person may 
suppose that he is a child of God when in fact he is not. The word of God 
discloses the mind of God on this important subject.

A Child of God Is One Who Has  
Entered the Family of God

The Jews were considered as children of God because of the covenant 
that Jehovah made with the nation of Israel. Moses reminded them, “Ye 
are the children of the Lord your God . . . For thou art an holy people 
unto the Lord thy God, and the Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar 
people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth” (Deut. 
14:1, 2).

In the New Testament, becoming a child of God is an individual mat-
ter. Jesus Christ “came unto his own, and his own received him not. But 
as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of man, but of God” John 1:11-13). Paul explained 
the process in Galatians 3:26, 27 as follows: “For ye are all the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ.”

We do not enter the family of God by a physical birth but by “being 
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23). The individual who 
believes in Jesus Christ has the power or right to become a child of God. 
When his faith is exercised by being baptized into Christ, he becomes a 
child of God by putting on Christ.

A Child of God Is One Who Is Led by the Spirit of God
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” 

(Rom. 8:14). It is by means of the word of God that the Spirit leads, hence 
Jesus said, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).

There is more to one’s being led by the Spirit than submitting to the 
gospel by believing and being baptized into Christ. One must continue 
to walk by the Spirit. “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not 
fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk 
in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:25). To become a child of God one must follow the 
directions of the Spirit in God’s word, and the true child of God walks by 
the Spirit. Being led by the Spirit of God is a continuous process.
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A Child of God Is One Who Is an Heir of God
‘The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 

we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together” 
(Rom. 8:16, 17). An “heir” is a person who is bequeathed 
something; he has an inheritance. The heavenly Father 
provides for his children “an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven” for them (1 Pet. 1:3, 4).

The inheritance of the saints is made available in Christ 
(Eph. 1:11). After Paul explains that we are children of God 
by faith when we are baptized into Christ, he states, “And 
if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise” (Gal. 3:29). What a privilege 
it is to be considered as sons! “And because ye are sons, 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a ser-
vant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 
Christ” (Gal. 4:6, 7).

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God . . . 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he 
is (1 John 3:1, 2).

A Child of God Is One Who Partakes of the  
Character of God

“In this the children of God are manifest, and the chil-
dren of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness 

is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother” (1 
John 3:10). “For whosoever is born of God overcometh 
the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4).

God expects his children to be holy. After John men-
tioned the exceptional love by which we can be called 
the sons of God and have the hope of seeing him as he 
is, these words were penned: “And every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure” (1 
John 3:3).

Peter wrote along this same line: “As obedient children, 
not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in 
your ignorance: But as he which hath called you is holy, 
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is 
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Pet. 1:14-16).

The conduct and character of a Christian indicate his 
spiritual parentage. If one’s life is cumbered with sin, 
rebellion, and impurity, his claim of being a child of God 
will not be taken seriously. The true child of God walks 
in the light and confesses his sins (1 John 1:7, 9), thereby 
being cleansed of unrighteousness. In his first epistle, 
John sets forth a number of ways in which one may test 
himself as to the genuineness of his claim that he is a 
child of God. When professing Christians are no different 
from the world except in church affiliation, they are not 
children of God. To use the language of Jesus, “By their 
fruits ye shall know them.”

2820 Hunterwood Dr., S.E., Decatur, Alabama 35603-5638
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is providing you enough to live so as to reach Heaven’s 
shore. My math may be off a little, and “statistics can be 
used to prove anything” as sometimes is said. But when 

Training In Righteousness
Don Alexander

Athletes spend hours each week in training. The 
Apostle Paul even alluded to this in his epistles (1 Cor. 9; 
2 Tim. 2).  A teacher has continuing education training 
in order to maintain credentials and effectiveness in the 
classroom.  Employees in various businesses have to have 
training and in-services regularly in addition to routine 
instruction in the work tasks. In most counties today, 
even those who want to do home child care must un-
dergo training in order to take care of children not their 
own in their homes. And the Christian, too, must receive 
“training in righteousness” in order to be “thoroughly 
prepared unto every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The 
Word of God is designed to provide such training and we 
must have it to properly train our consciences, exercise 
our decision-making, and live godly lives to influence 
others to heaven’s way.

Let’s do the math. Let’s say that I attend the three 
hours on the Lord’s Day service, hearing two 35 minute 
sermons and one 45 minute Bible class. That is (if I did 
my math right!) just short of two hours per week of in-
struction in righteousness. Let’s say that over the course 
of the year I average one sermon and one class because 
of being out of town, sick, asleep, etc. That’s 80 minutes 
per week. Take 80 minutes per week and multiply by 52 
weeks per year.  That’s 4160 minutes, or about 70 hours 
per year of instruction. The average person in the U.S. 
watches television 4-6 hours per day, or about 28-42 
hours per week. Sitcoms on TV that are 30 minutes in 
length have only 22 minutes in actual content (after 8 
minutes of commercials), so if you watch only one per 
day for a year or one half-hour news cast per day for a 
year, you will have watched 8030 minutes, or about 134 
hours per year, almost double your yearly Bible instruc-
tion on a Sunday morning.  

Of course, people also read the Bible on their own and 
study with their family, their neighbor, or others. They 
may also attend extra services like Wednesday night Bible 
class, gospel meetings, lectureships, etc. Do the math 
in your own life as a Christian and see if the “training in 
righteousness” you’re receiving from the Word of God 

we look deep down into our hearts, we know.

Mama, Don’t Let Your Babies Grow  
Up To Be Preachers

Don Alexander 

(Not a real song, by the way, and we don’t want you 
to sing it and reinforce an attitude, dma.) 

Mama, don’t let your babies grow up to be preach-
ers.
Don’t let them preach sermons for just a few bucks.
Let them be doctors, and lawyers and such.
Mama, don’t let your daughter be the wife of a   
 preacher.
She’ll always be poor and will have to endure
Bein’ ’round brethren all day.

 Refrain:
Preachers are easy to love until they get old.
They’d rather give you the truth than diamonds and       
  gold.
Preachin’ and teachin’ some folks after midnight,
They turn around and start a new day.

It’s not for our smart boys who are destined for   
 greatness!
And six-digit checks for their pay.
Mama, don’t let your Johnny’s grow up to be elders,
Don’t let them be servants who seldom get praise.

Let ’em work extra hours to get a big raise.
Mama, don’t let your daughter be the wife of an 
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to withdraw from unfaithful, unruly members. The Lord 
criticized the churches at Pergamos and Laodicea. The 
Lord knew their works. They stood up against false doc-
trine, but they allowed members to drift away from God 
and did nothing about it. The Lord said they needed to 
repent of it or else he would remove their candlestick. 
The Lord knows all the works of every local body of 
Christ. Churches that do not withdraw are in danger of 
having their candlestick removed. What does God’s Word 
say about discipline in the church? We will answer that 
question in our study.

 
We must keep in mind that withdrawal is not some-

thing we use to get revenge on someone who did wrong. 
It is not used to hurt someone because he has hurt us, 
nor to put someone away just to do it. Withdrawal is to 
deliver one to Satan to destroy the flesh to save the soul 
(1 Cor. 5: 5). It is to remove the lump damaging the church, 
similar to a cancer in a person’s body. It prevents others 
from being infected and it projects a good image to the 
world. Church withdrawal is always a last resort!

 
The procedure for withdrawal is up to the congrega-

tion. First of all, there needs to be proof of guilt.

God’s word establishes this guilt, not man’s wisdom. 
Once God’s Word establishes guilt, there is time given 
for repentance. If no repentance is done, the church an-
nounces to the public assembly and to the person that 
fellowship has ceased to exist. The Bible does not chisel 
this procedure in stone because each situation deter-
mines what course of action needs to be taken. God has 
given us the freedom to make judgments on the proce-
dure. Nevertheless, God has established this withdrawal 
of fellowship when members forsake him. It is up to the 
church to carry them out.

Church Discipline
Eric Norford

 

Nothing is more unpleasant and heart breaking than 
for a congregation of God’s people to have to discipline 
unruly members. Members who will not be faithful are 
to be withdrawn from. Members who turn and promote 
false doctrine are to be marked. These are all require-
ments God has placed on the church collectively and 
individually.

Paul said that “some would depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” 
(1 Tim. 4:1). Paul also stated to the elders of Ephesus 
this warning, “Also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them” (Acts 20:30). When Christians fail to abide by the 
Word that they committed to following and fall away or 
become a false teacher, then the church is to withdraw 
fellowship from them.

 
The word “discipline” means “to chastise, correct, train, 

obedience to the rules.” When one does wrong then dis-
cipline is usually administered to correct them. Parents 
are to discipline their children for the salvation of the 
child’s soul (Prov. 23:13-14; 22:15). Even God disciplines 
or chastises his children (Heb. 12:6-11). This is to produce 
the kind of fruit God wants.

 
God rebuked his children, the Jews, when they got 

away from doing what he wanted. They provoked God 
to anger when they rebelled, disobeyed and provoked 
him, thus God judged them (Exod. 32:28; Num. 14; 16; 
21:5-6). In the New Testament we see that God struck 
Ananias and Sapphira dead when they lied to the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 5:1-11). This resulted in bringing fear upon 
the church at Jerusalem.

 
We still must practice discipline. Some churches fail 

The doctrine is the word of God. It is the standard for the church  
and our lives. We must follow it to be pleasing to God. 
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Let us notice some Scriptures that deal with discipline 

in the church. Please read them and study them so we 
may clearly know what to do when we must take this 
action.

 
Matthew 18:1-17 says, “Moreover if thy brother shall 

trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone: if he hear thee, thou hast gained 
thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word may established. And if he shall 
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he 
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a 
heathen man and a publican.” The terms “publican” and 
“heathen” carry with it the idea of someone outside the 
body of Christ. Paul used the word “infidel” to describe 
a Christian who wouldn’t work, that he would be worse 
than an infidel (1 Tim. 5:8). These are terms to describe 
sinners who are lost. They are outside the body of Christ. 
How can a brother or sister in Christ be lost? They can be 
lost by falling away from God. They can become lost by 
rejecting the message of Christ. The church withdraws 
membership from those who do these things.

 
We are to consider our brethren as a publican and 

heathen after the procedure Jesus gives has been ex-
hausted. Jesus describes an individual situation that can 
lead to a congregational situation. However, before there 
can be congregational action, we must follow the two 
things Jesus gives. He says go to that brother and try to 
work it out and if he does not want to work it out, then 
take two or three witnesses and make the same appeal. 
If he does not listen to these brethren, then tell it to the 
church and let the church deal with him. Often we are 
anxious to bring it to the church first, but that violates the 
Scripture. The ceasing of fellowship is a last resort.

 
Romans 16:17-18 says, “Now I beseech you, brethren, 

mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary 
to the doctrine which you have learned; and avoid them. 
For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches de-
ceive the hearts of the simple.” The word “mark” means “to 
stamp, to be branded, to identify someone or something.” 
We are to mark those who cause divisions and offenses 
contrary to the doctrine. Division is a splitting of the body 
of Christ. Divisions occur because of false doctrine and 
brethren who leave the body of Christ for unscriptural 
reasons. Offenses are stumbling blocks, leading people 
astray. You can lead someone astray by not living right 
with the Bible (Gal. 2:9-13). You can lead people astray by 
opinionated thoughts that everyone must live by or else 
they are not as spiritually minded as the standard setter 
(1 Cor. 8:8-13). The doctrine is the word of God. It is the 
standard for the church and our lives. We must follow it 
to be pleasing to God. 

 
God’s instructions and the doctrines of men are differ-

ent (Eph. 4:14; 1 Tim. 1:10; 4:6; 2 Tim. 4:3). Someone who 
does not abide by the instructions of Christ is contrary to 
the doctrine. We are to avoid them. We must avoid false 
teachers and brethren who fail to abide in the doctrine 
of Christ (2 John 9).

 
1 Corinthians 5. The church of Christ at Corinth did not 

purge out the sin among them. Thus, they were in the 
wrong (v. 2). Paul’s command was to remove the person 
who was causing the unrest and puffing up in the church 
(vv. 5-7). The lesson we learn is we are to put away those 
who are wicked (v. 13). Paul was clear about what to 
do, many still forsake this and allow members to stir up 
trouble in the church.

 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-15. Verse 6 tells us to withdraw 

from every brother that walks disorderly, and not after the 
tradition of God. Withdrawal means to remove fellowship. 
The word “disorderly” means “not keeping order, insub-
ordination.” Paul used the same word in 1 Thessalonians 
5:14. Vine’s Dictionary says the word describes certain 
church members who manifested an insubordinate spirit, 
whether by excitability, or officiousness or idleness (Vine’s 
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words). The tradi-
tions are not the traditions of men, but the instructions of 
God. Those who will not obey God, we are to note (mark) 
that person and have no fellowship with him, that he 
may be ashamed (v. 14). However, we are not to count 
them as enemies, but we are to admonish (warn) them 
as brethren. What are we to warn them of?We warn them 
of the Lord’s terror (Heb. 10:31; 2 Pet. 2:20-22).

 
Church discipline is a sign that we care about the souls 

of Christians. When elders withdraw fellowship, they do 
so with sad hearts and sorrow because of their love for 
the brethren. Those who will not follow the doctrine 
of Christ cease having fellowship with God and we are 
to cease having fellowship with them (2 John 9). The 
purpose of withdrawal is to save their soul and keep the 

Vine’s Complete  
Expository Dictionary  

of Old and New  
Testament Words

Coded to Strongs
List price — $29.99

Sale price—  $19.97
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Before their conversion to Christ they had walked ac-
cording to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobedience (v. 
2). They lived ac cording to the Devil’s will and so they 
possessed the same spirit or disposition that works in 
the children of disobedience. What spirit is it, you ask? 
It is the spirit of rebellion and disobedience! It is for this 
reason that they are called the children of disobedience. 
Such is their character.

In the past they lived according to the lusts of the 
flesh (v. 3). The word “lusts” is a general word for desires. 
It speaks to us of the desire for that which is sensual and 
transitory. The flesh is the enemy within that opens the 
gate to the world and to Satan. But Paul also mentions 
lusts of the mind, which deals with the intellect, emotions, 
thoughts, and purposes. When Paul listed the works of 
the flesh in Galatians 5:19-21, he spoke of such sins of the 
mind as hatred, variance, emulations as well as adultery, 
fornication, and murder. We must never emphasize the 
fleshly sins to the exclusion of the sins of the mind.

It is sad to admit, but some times Christians give vent 
to the desires of the flesh and mind. They wink at social 
drinking, gambling, lascivious dancing, immodesty, filthy 
literature, immoral movies, vulgar music, nasty talk, and 
sordid sexual escapades. Many exhibit hateful and hurt-
ful attitudes, become so absorbed with material things 
such as worldly possessions that they become covetous, 
pursue business and recreation to the extent that God 
is pushed out of their busy lives. Brethren, these things 
ought to be rele gated to the past (1 Pet. 4:3)!

Paul said that before their conversion they were “by 
nature the children of wrath.” It can be said without fear 

The Walk of the Ephesians
Dennis C. Abernathy

The word “walk” is expressive of the whole round of 
one’s activities. It expresses one’s actions and deeds. It 
describes what one does or how one lives. Hence, to “walk 
in newness of life” means to live a new life. 2 Corinthians 
5:7 says, “For we walk by faith, not by sight” which means 
we live a life of faith as Paul explained when he said: “That 
life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith” (Gal. 2:20).

In this article we will look at several different passages 
which discuss the term “walk” with regard to the Ephe-
sians. This will not be an exhaustive study due to space, 
but it is hoped that it will whet your appetite for further 
study of this theme.

1. In the Past the Ephesians Had Walked According to 
the Course of This World (Eph. 2:1-3). Before their conver-
sion to Christ, they had lived according to the world’s 
standards and values. They had been “conformed to this 
world” (Rom.12:1-2). They had allowed the world around 
them to squeeze them into its own mold (See The N.T. 
in Modern English by J.B. Phillips.) How true this is of 
many today, even some Christians. You can’t tell the dif-
ference between the world and the church. They follow 
the world’s standards and embrace its values instead of 
God’s.

We must realize that there is a great chasm between 
the course of Christianity and the course of this world. 
When we follow the course of this world we are off course! 
For example, Christ teaches forgiveness of those who sin 
against us — love, even for our enemies. He stresses that 
true greatness is in serving others. He lays down a very 
high and rigid moral standard. But, on the other hand, 
the way of the world is retaliation, lust, selfish pride, and 
shifting standards of right and wrong.

We must realize that there is a great chasm between the course of  
Christianity and the course of this world. When we follow the  

course of this world we are off course! 
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of contradiction, that one can develop a natural 
tendency to sin. These Ephesians were the children 
of wrath because of their sins and not sinners be-
cause they were by nature the children of wrath! 
They had been dead in trespasses and sins and not 
dead in inherited depravity as the Calvinist would 
have one believe. They had followed the world and 
were disobedient and not totally depraved because 
of heredity! Thus, their “nature” had developed from 
the course of their life or walk, which was by their 
own choice in the matter.

2. The Ephesians Were God’s Workmanship and Were 
to Walk in Good Works (Eph. 2:10). “Workmanship” refers 
to anything that is made, especially in the creative sense. 
This word might refer to any finished product; i.e., a 
painting, a piece of sculpture, or a piece of literature. God 
created man (Ps. 100:3). The finished product of God’s 
spiritual creation is to be found in Christ.

This verse says the Ephesians were created “in Christ 
Jesus.” In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul said: “If any man be 
in Christ he is a new creature (creation), old things are 
passed away, behold all things are made new.”

The purpose of God’s workmanship is “unto good 
works.” Paul said in Titus 3:8, “This is a faithful saying, and 
these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those 
who have believed in God should be careful to maintain 
good works. These things are good and profitable to 
men.” In verse 14, he said, “Our people must learn to de-
vote themselves to (maintain) good works (to doing what 
is good) and not live unproductive (unfruitful) lives.”

How do we determine what works are good? The an-
swer is found in 2 Timothy 3:16-17. One cannot have a 
“good work” without first having the “good word.” Thus, 
it is God who defines what good works are and not we 
ourselves. We understand perfectly well that our own 
works or efforts cannot save us, but we also understand 
perfectly well that we cannot be saved without doing 
God’s works.

Many in the church and out are devoted to “works” but 
not having the good Word for such, they are not good. 
Thus  performing these works only leads to unproduc-
tive lives!

3. The Ephesians and We Are to Walk Worthy of Our 
Calling (Eph. 4:1). Paul here beseeches the Ephesians 
to conduct themselves as children of God ought to! We 
need to remember that we have been called to a high 
and noble vocation. Paul has shown that we are elected, 
redeemed, sealed, made alive, and reconciled unto God. 
Therefore, we ought to walk worthy of these honorable 
appellations in keeping with these wonderful truths.

It is by the gospel that we are called (2 Thess. 2:4). 
It follows then, that we are to “walk worthy of the gos-
pel” (Phil.1:27). Really, Paul is here admonishing us to 
remember who we are. In Ephesians 2:19, he reminded 
the Ephesians that: “Consequently, you are no longer 
foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and members of God’s household.” The apostle 
John reminds us of our high standing before God. “How 
great is the love the Father hath lavished on us, that we 
should be call ed children of God and that is what we are” 
(1 John 3:1, NIV).

The word “worthy” comes from a word which means 
“having the same weight.” The idea is that of a balance or 
of a pair of scales. Paul has revealed the Lord’s teaching 
concerning what God has done for us, and now we are 
exhorted to balance that with our daily conduct.

The life to which we have been called is described as 
a “vocation.” This heavenly calling is to be our main oc-
cupation. It appears that some Christians view it rather as 
an avocation, sideline, or hobby. With others it is viewed 
more like a vacation (they attend services of the church 
and serve at other duties about that often!). But, to 
walk worthy of the vocation or calling of God is to “walk 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing him, being fruitful in 
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God” (Col. 1:10). It is to “walk worthy of God who calls 
you into His own kingdom and glory” (1 Thess. 2:12). This 
involves maintaining proper attitudes and endeavoring 
to maintain unity while we seek God’s kingdom and his 
righteousness first (Matt. 6:33).

4. The Ephesians Were Not to Walk in the Vanity of 
Their Minds (Futility of Their Thinking) (Eph. 4:17). Not all 
pagans (Gentiles) were as immoral as those de scribed in 
verses 18-27, but this was the norm! The Ephesian saints 
had once lived this kind of life, but now they are called 
upon to live as would be expected of one who pro fessed 
Jesus as Lord. Remember the circumstances of these 
Ephesian Christians. They lived in a pagan city glutted 
with idolatry and immorality. It took great courage to live 
in the shadow of the temple of Diana and refrain from 
the immorality that permeated their society.
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Is it any different today, brethren? Does it not take 
a lot of courage to live in our society and culture that 
is given over to alcohol, recreational drugs, pornogra-
phy and las civiousness and refuse to be swept along 
with the tide of this world? It is no easy task to be a 
faithful Christian. In fact, it is difficult! (See Matt. 7:13-
14.) Young people face a tremendous challenge and 
faithful young people are to be admired.

People in the world who do not know Christ walk 
in the vanity of their mind. Their thinking is vain, empty, 
and futile. Their philosophy of life leads to no real worth-
while purpose as far as eternity is concerned. Society is 
constantly bombarded with “Eat, drink, and be merry for 
tomorrow you die” — “You only go around once in life so 
live it with all of the gusto you can.” Empty slogans for an 
empty life!

Countless millions live for pleasure and for this world. 
They do not know God and could care less about his re-
vealed will. Their thinking is futile and leads to nothing 
but an aimless, hopeless life. 

The Christian’s outlook is different from the world. His 
values are different, his goals are different, and his phi-
losophy of life is different. He has learned about Christ. 
Verse 20 says the Ephesians had not so learned Christ, 
as advocating spiritual darkness and moral lewdness. 
Christ changes lives. Peter said: “Knowing that you were 
not redeemed with corruptible things like silver and gold 
from your aimless conduct (empty way of life) . . . but with 
the precious blood of Christ” (1 Pet 1:18). We must learn 
that becoming a Christian demands a radical change in 
life and conduct. The old man with his deeds must be put 
off and the new man who is molded after the likeness of 
Christ is put on (Col. 3:5-10).

We must renew our inward man day by day (2 Cor. 
4:16). We must be transformed by the renewing of our 
minds (Rom.12:1-2) — keeping our hearts with all dili-
gence, feeding our souls on the word of God, and thinking 
on things that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of 
good report (Phil. 4:8).

5. The Ephesians and We Are to Walk as Children of 
Light (Eph. 5:8). Paul thought being a Christian should 
make a difference in one’s behavior, a difference as great 
as light and darkness. The difference between the life of 
a Christian and that of the world is as much a difference 
as there is between daylight and dark. He said they were 
“sometimes darkness” and not that they were “in dark-
ness,” although that was also true. He refers to their lives 
and not their environment. Ignorance and sin had so 
saturated their minds and lives that they were the very 
epitome of darkness. Darkness was characteristic of their 

lives; they were displaying it. Darkness was in them and 
they were in darkness!

Remember that Paul had described the walk of the 
unbelieving Gentiles as being “in the vanity of their mind, 
having the understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart” (4:17-18).

“But now”. . . (Read Eph. 2:11-13, for emphasis). “But 
now . . .” What a great difference those words make! “But 
now you are light in the Lord.” Light is in the Lord! Chris-
tians are not simply in the light, they are light (Matt. 5:14). 
As Jesus was the light of the world (John 8:12), so it is that 
Christians reflect that light by walking in his command-
ments. They are vitally connected with him, thus they 
are spiritually enlightened. Outside of the Lord there is 
no light — only darkness. Thus, due to our relationship 
with the Lord who is the light of the world, we are light. 
To the Thessalon ians Paul said: “Ye are all the children of 
light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, 
nor of darkness” (1 Thess. 5:5).

What responsibility does this enjoin? “To walk as 
children of light.” To let our lights shine in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation (Phil. 2:15). It enjoins 
following the Lord. Jesus said: I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life” (John 8:12).

It involves having “no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather exposing them” (v. 11). The 
word “fellowship” refers to having communion, sharing, 
or participation. Therefore, we are not to participate in, 
or to share in, the unfruitful works of darkness. Thus, we 
are not to encourage, approve, or endorse such works 
(see 2 John 9-11). It is not enough just to refrain from 
the works of darkness (the live-and-let-live attitude so 
prevalent today), but we must actively oppose, expose, 
and reprove it.

Verse 13 says, “But everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible.” When you walk into a dark room and 
hit the light switch, all in the room becomes visible or 
is made manifest. Philips paraphrases this: “For light is 
capable of showing up everything for what it really is.” In 
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other words, God wants men to see sin for what it really 
is. Thus, Paul is saying: “You are light, and it is your respon-
sibility to reprove and expose things for what they really 
are. Christians reprove and expose the unfruitful works of 
darkness by turning on the light of God’s revelation.

6. The Ephesians and We Are to Walk Circumspectly 
(Eph. 5:15). Paul is saying to us “to look carefully then 
how you walk. Show that you are not fools, but wise to 
observe your steps and to seize your opportunities in 
these evil times — days so perilous that you need your 
best wisdom and knowledge of God’s will to save you 
from fatal stumbling” (The Expositor’s Bible).

“Walk circumspectly” (KJV). The ASV uses the word 
“carefully.” This word comes from two Latin words 
meaning “to look around.” The Greek word means: “with 
precision and accuracy.” Paul is saying: “Be careful where 
you step. There is danger. All is not safe There are snares. 
There are enemies and pitfalls. Be careful!” For example, 
the tight rope walker is careful to walk accurately and 
with precision. Also, I remember in basic training, before 
going to Viet Nam, that we had to learn to “night walk.” 
We would be put out in the boonies with a compass 
and had to reach a certain destination that night. There 
were enemies and traps all over, so we had to be very 
careful how we walked. Walking in the woods at night 
can be very noisy if one does not know how to walk. In 

Viet Nam there were boobie traps, land mines, snares 
with trip wires, and punji stakes. You learned to walk 
circumspectly!

Why be careful? Because it is the wise thing to do. The 
wise person does not drift aimlessly through life. A wise 
person works out his course with great care. As the sailor 
charts his course, the traveler studies his road map, and 
the builder follows the blue print, the wise Christian will 
plan his life in view of his desired destination!

Life is short! The wise will “redeem the time” because 
it is precious. There’s not much of it so we must make the 
most of it. To waste time is to waste life for time is what 
life is made of. We cannot redeem the time in the sense of 
buying back wasted hours and days, but only in the sense 
of buying up the opportunities. I like the NIV, which says: 
“Be very careful, then, how you live — not as unwise but 
as wise, making the most of every opportunity.” Because 
the days are evil. In life we face pain, tribulation, immoral-
ity, temptations, and sorrow at every turn. Can we really 
say of this world that “the days are good”? There will be 
some good days, but not all. The true Christian really is a 
stranger, pilgrim, and sojourner here 

Finally, because God has mapped out our way and has given us the ability to read and understand the map 
(Eph. 3:2-6), he has given us intelligence and he expects 
us to use it. Let us study his Word and meditate upon his 

A Constant Companion Is Jesus, My Lord
Ira Mikell

A constant companion is Jesus, my Lord,
Whenever I need Him, He’s always right by;
He constantly tells me that I am His child,
And keeps me beside the still waters of Life.

A constant companion is Jesus, my Lord,
’Tho fears may assail me, He comforts me still;
While billows are raging, the tempest is high,
Oh, Jesus my Master, command them “Be still!”

Soon I shall cross over into Canaan’s land,
And live with my Savior in mansions of pearl,
Where saints are now singing this glorious song:
O vict’ry! O vict’ry! o’er this sinful world.

A constant companion is Jesus to me,
He holdeth my hand in His own;
And guideth my footsteps along the bright way
To heaven my home, sweet home.
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dience (Isa. 53:2, 3). He plainly spoke of the reward of 
unrighteousness, the pain and penalty of sin. Dare we 
do any less? 

It is past time that pulpits of today were aflame with 
the shame of hell (Dan. 12:2).  Assuredly, we must tell 
men of God’s goodness, kindness, mercy, and grace, but 
we must also tell them that “our God is a consuming fire,” 
and that “it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God” (Heb. 10:31; 12:29). The man who is devoid 
of either one or the other is not a preacher of love, grace, 
and mercy as defined by the word of God. “Good words 
and fair speeches” were not words used to describe the 
work of preachers sent of God (Rom. 16:18)!  Therefore, 
let pulpits glow with the splendor and soft hues of the 
love of God, but let them also be ablaze with the harsh 
horrors of the doomed and the damned “in the fire that 
never shall be quenched” (Mark 9:45). True love impels 
and compels both sides of the eternal equation.

When the hope of heaven and the horror of hell are 
both revered and feared, perhaps then children will not 
think the preacher has “cussed” when he speaks of hell 

“He Said the ‘H’ Word”
Larry Ray Hafley

“Daddy,” the little boy whispered, “he said the ‘H’ word!” 
The word was “hell,” and the preacher was the one who 
said it — from the pulpit.

It is good that a young child realizes that the word 
“hell” may be used as a “bad word.” It is sad that many 
people rarely hear the word “hell” properly used in a ser-
mon. Unfortunately, “hell” is better known to the world 
as an adjective than as a noun! Or, if it is used as a noun, 
it is used when people are angry and want to curse the 
destiny of another.

Hell is not, in its true sense, a curse word. It is, as Cled 
Wallace once described it, “a lake of fire and brimstone 
and without modern conveniences.” The Lord Jesus spoke 
more about hell than any other person in the New Testa-
ment. Not once did he speak of it in a “positive” way (Matt. 
5:22; 23:33; Mark 9:42-50). He always employed it in a 
“negative” manner, which surely must offend the gentle 
senses of snobbish religionists and sneering modernists 
in every age.

Today, silk suited sermonizers sweetly intone the 
tender mercy and gentle grace of God. With an actor’s 
dramatic tears (never mentioning damnation’s deepest 
fears), they weepingly speak the soothing words of salva-
tion. But salvation from what?! 

They never tell us. If men reject the wooing word of 
eternal salvation, there is the withering word of everlast-
ing damnation (Matt. 10:32, 33; Mark 8:38; Luke 13:3, 5; 
John 8:24; 12:48; Acts 13:46; 24:25). Somehow, though, 
some finely tailored and well manicured men avoid the 
topic of “hell fire.” However, nearly twenty centuries ago 
a certain uncouth and crude preacher and prophet did 
not ignore the consequences of unbelief and disobe-

Hell is not, in its true sense, a curse word. It is, as Cled Wallace once de-
scribed it, “a lake of fire and brimstone and without modern conveniences.”

The Eternal Kingdom
by F.W. Mattox

A History of the Church. Good survey 
written in 1955 by a former president of 
Lubbock Christian College.

 
Hardback $12.00, Paper $9.50



Truth Magazine — July 15, 1999                                                    (430)

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

14

“Attitude Toward Preaching” Series

loving and kind the preacher may 
be. One cannot expose darkness 
without incurring the wrath of those 
who love darkness: “And this is the 
condemnation, that the light has 
come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his 
deeds should be exposed. But he 
who does the truth comes to the 
light, that his deeds may be clearly 
seen, that they have been done in 
God” (John 3:19-21). No matter how 
genteel the preacher:

The liquor dealer hates to hear 
the truth about alcohol (Prov. 20:1; 
23:29-35; Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:18; 1 Pet. 
4:3-4).

The pornographer will hate the 
truth about lust (Gal. 5:19; Eph. 5:2; 
Col. 3:5ff).

The fornicator will hate those who 
expose illicit passion (1 Cor. 6:13, 
18; 7:2; 10:8; Gal. 5:19; 1 Thess. 4:3; 
Col. 3:5).

Preaching the word of God is go-
ing to be offensive to many in the 
denominational world:

Baptists will hate to hear the error 
of faith only exposed (Matt. 28:18-20; 

“Your Preaching Is Offensive To Me”

Tom M. Roberts

“Then His disciples came and said to Him, “Do you 
know that the Pharisees were offended when they 
heard this saying?” (Matt. 15:12).

The history of “speaking the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11) is a history of controversy. There is an inimical and 
hostile difference between truth and 
error that is reflective of the differ-
ence between God and the Devil. 
Diametrical opposites, truth and 
error will never be compatible, nor 
should they be. Christians should not 
be ambivalent about our attitude to-
ward truth and error, God and Satan. 
We have enlisted in a war, have had 
our weapons issued by God, have 
engaged the enemy and there can 
be no quarters given (2 Cor. 10:3-6; 
Eph. 6:10-18; 1 Tim. 1:18; 2 Tim. 4:7). 
Though the analogy of “warfare” is 
figurative, the battle is real. We are 
not talking about Don Quixote tilting 
at windmills, as in a farce. A spiritual 
battle is no less real because it is not 
physical; though not material, it is 
nevertheless actual. Carnal battles 
maim and kill for life; spiritual battles 
have eternal consequences. Only to 
the ignorant and apathetic does the 
fight seem melodramatic. Only the 
faint-hearted plead for peace con-
ferences with the enemy. Our foe is 
implacable, unrelenting and without 
mercy. Only the “sword of the Spirit” 
with all the other God-given weap-
onry can prevail against the Devil. It 
is wishful thinking to suppose we will 

have peace in this life. 

Speaking the truth is offensive to 
those in error, whether they be aliens 
or brethren in the Lord. Truth cuts 
because it is a “two-edged sword” 
(Heb. 4:12). Nathan used it on David, 
when he said, “Thou art the man” (2 
Sam. 12:7). Stephen used it on his 
rebellious brethren, who put him to 
death for it (Acts 7, 8). Paul used it on 
the brethren at Corinth who were in 
sin (1 Cor. 5). Jesus used it through 
John to the seven churches of Asia 
(Rev. 2, 3).

A sword is intended to be used. 
Though there are decorative swords 
to be worn only at ceremonies 
and rituals, such is not true of the 
sword of the Spirit, the word of 
God. The word of God is to remain 
unsheathed, on the attack. “Preach 
the word! Be ready in season and out 
of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, 
with all longsuffering and teaching . 
. .” (2 Tim. 4:2).

Truth Offends
Preaching the word of God is 

going to be offensive to many in 
the secular world, no matter how 
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Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Jas. 2:17-
26). They will also hate to hear the 
error of “once saved, always saved” 
exposed (1 Cor. 10:1-12; Gal. 5:1-4; 
6:1; Heb. 6:4-6; 2 Pet. 2:20-22).

Catholics will hate to hear the er-
ror of Mariolatry (Mark 3:31-35); of 
calling men “Father” (Matt. 23:9); of 
the Mass (Matt. 26; 1 Cor. 11); of the 
false organization of hierarchy (Phil. 
1:1; Acts 14:23; Tit. 1; 1 Tim. 3); etc.

All denominations will hate to 
hear the truth about unity in truth 
(John 17:20-21; 1 Cor. 1:10ff; 2 John 
9-11; Jude 3).

God Has Not Spared His  
Own People

As disconcerting as it may be, 
a diligent reader of the Bible will 
recognize that not only has God 
waged war against the alien who 
has given up the knowledge of 
God (Rom. 1:18-32), but he has also 
waged war against his rebellious 
children (Rom. 2:13). Any casual 
reader of the Old Testament will 
quickly note that as soon as Israel 
became a nation, it departed into 
idolatry at the foot of Sinai. The Jews 
fell in the wilderness during the 40 
years’ wandering as punishment for 
their lack of faith. After the kingdom 
of Israel was constituted, many of 
the kings were ungodly and led the 
people into sin. Even while there 
were faithful priests and prophets, 
there were false priests and false 
prophets. Israel went into captiv-
ity to the Assyrians c. 722 B.C. and 
Judah followed not long after (606 
B.C.). The prophetic office was raised 
up, not only to speak God’s mind in 
revelation of law, but also to reprove 
and rebuke the oft-rebellious nation. 
God fought his people, slaying them 
with sword, famine, pestilence and 
captivity. Jews killed Jews. Prophets 
rained down curses on the heads of 
the people. As the prophets stated, 
“Hear the word of the Lord” countless 
times, the message was often one of 
condemnation, censure, and damna-
tion. Ezekiel was to have a forehead 

“harder than adamant stone” (3:19) 
because he had to preach to a hard-
headed people. Surely, they were 
offended at Ezekiel, as they were at 
all the faithful prophets of God who 
spoke as God commanded them to 
speak.

All of this is revealed for a rea-
son!

Sin Is An Affront To God’s Holi-
ness

We need to be reminded that God 
is a holy God, a God of sanctifica-
tion. “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts; the whole earth is full of his 
glory” (Isa. 6:3); “I am the Lord, your 
holy one, the Creator of Israel, your 
King” (Isa. 43:15). In God’s service, 
we are to be a sanctified people. 
Even one of the names we wear is 
that of “saint” (sanctified one). In 
the Old Testament: “So you shall put 
them on Aaron your brother and on 
his sons with him. You shall anoint 
them, consecrate them, and sanc-
tify them, that they may minister to 
Me as priests” (Exod. 28:41). In the 
New Testament: “Sanctify them in 
the truth; thy word is truth” (John 
17:17); “. . . just as Christ also loved 
the church and gave himself for it, 
that he might sanctify it and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the 
word . . .” (Eph. 5:25-26); “Therefore 
if anyone cleanses himself from the 
latter, he will be a vessel for honor, 
sanctified and useful for the Master, 
prepared for every good work” (2 
Tim. 21:21).

God hates sin! “Through thy pre-
cepts I get understanding; therefore 
I hate every false way” (Ps. 119:104). 
“Hate evil; love good” (Amos 5:15); 
“Thou hast loved righteousness and 
hated iniquity” (Heb. 1:9). And sin is 
not more palatable to God among 
Christians than it is among aliens,    
pagans, and sectarians. We fool 
ourselves if we think we can sin with 
impunity, simply because we are the 
children of God. 

Why Should Truth Offend  

God’s People?
The fact that the Pharisees were 

offended at Jesus’ teaching (Matt. 
15:12) is completely understand-
able: the Jews hated Jesus because 
they had taken on the characteristics 
of darkness. They hated the light 
of truth which he shed upon their 
actions and doctrines, they did not 
want their practices opened and 
their hypocrisy exposed.

What this tells us is significant. 
God’s people, who get caught up in 
sin and become impenitent, will hate 
the truth just like those outside the 
body of Christ. One does not have to 
be a liquor dealer, a pornographer, 
a fornicator to hate truth. One does 
not have to be a sectarian in practice; 
he can be a sectarian at heart and yet 
hate the truth. This is the reason that 
people in the Lord’s church some-
times hate truth and truth-tellers just 
as vehemently and violently as those 
outside the church.

“Truth Doesn’t Offend;  
You Offend!”

“But,” we are told, “I don’t hate the 
truth. The way you present it offends 
me.” The charge is often made that 
some preachers are “offensive” in 
the sense of “displeasing, annoying,” 
rather than “serving as a means of 
attack” (Funk & Wagnalls Standard 
Dictionary). It is implied that there is 
a better way to preach the truth than 
what is being done. Some are too 
hard, too harsh. They are not loving 
enough, kind enough, sweet tem-
pered enough. Some, we are told, are 
too quick to jump, rash, head-strong, 
and divisive. Some have accused 
others of “turning off a whole gener-
ation of young preachers” because of 
being too hard in presentation. One 
brother even raised the question of 
whether or not these hard preachers 
are driving good men away from the 
truth by “manufacturing enemies out 
of friends.” We are told that “much is 
lost and nothing gained by making 
war against those who are not the 
‘real enemy.’”



Truth Magazine — July 15, 1999                                                    (432) 16

It does not take much humility to admit that poor judg-
ment is sometimes employed by preachers in their zeal 
to fight the enemy. It must be admitted that the ranks of 
gospel preachers are known to include a few hypocrites, 
ne’er-do-wells, incompetent and inept men who ought 
to be tending store somewhere instead of preaching. 
However, I would suppose that these kinds of flaws char-
acterize the ranks of those who are “offended” as well as 
those who “offend.” Or must we believe that those who 
are “offended” are all enlightened, wise, cautious, always 
sweet-tempered and paragons of virtue? We are more 
than a little tired of the moral superiority of some who 
claim to have cornered the market on civility and kind-
ness, even while accusing others, in the sweetest tones, 
of being “brotherhood watchdogs,” “journalistic jingoists,” 
“vultures,” who are looking for “carrion,” “guilty of spiritual 
murder,” and who are “dividing the Lord’s army.” Is all this 
not offensive? Is poor judgment only one-sided?

We should all agree that it is wrong, even sinful, to 
willfully offend a brother. We are told: to “maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). “Pursue 
peace with all men, and holiness, without which no one 
will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). “If it is possible, as much 
as depends on you, live peaceably with all men” (Rom. 
12:18). Brethren, these passages are not optional! They 
are as essential as the plan of salvation.

We should all agree that our presentation of truth 
should be as wise as possible. The holy message of salva-
tion should be treated with the respect due it: the word 
of God. Yet, even with the best of motives, the wisest of 
actions and the best choice of words, truth will offend 
those in sin, both within and without the church.

But what is offensive today? Was Elijah offensive on 
Mt. Carmel when he taunted the prophets of Baal? Was 
Isaiah offensive when he jabbed the makers of idols with 
the irony of cutting down a tree and making an idol with 
part of it while cooking their food with another part? Was 
Nehemiah offensive when he “contended with them and 
cursed them, struck some of them and pulled out their 
hair” (13:25)? Was John the Baptist offensive when he 
delivered public rebuke to Herod and Herodias for their 
adulterous marriage? Was Paul offensive when he said 
of the Circumcision: “I could wish that those who trouble 
you would even cut themselves off!” (Gal. 5:12). These 
kinds of examples can be multiplied throughout the 
Scriptures. Are we being too easily offended today? Was 
Jesus wrong when he “offended” the Pharisees?

The Real Issue
While truly seeking to avoid being offensive to good 

brethren, truth must yet be presented. And to those who 
are in the process of going into error or holding to error 
on fellowship (unity in diversity), there is absolutely no 

way to preach the truth while failing to offend you.

It is a fact that some have sought publicly, diligently, 
and over a period of years, to promote fellowship with 
error on adulterous marriages. Our preaching is going 
to offend you.

It is a fact that some have insisted that we have fel-
lowship with those who teach this error. Our preaching 
is going to offend you.

It is a fact that articles have been written (and now put 
into tract form) that promote fellowship with differences 
of “considerable moral and doctrinal differences.” This 
is an open invitation to a wider application of unity in 
diversity. Our preaching is going to offend you.

It is a fact that some are broadening fellowship to in-
clude issues about drinking, gambling, and immodesty, 
as well as instrumental music, premillennialism, and 
sectarianism. Our preaching is going to offend you.

It is a fact that nearly all efforts to meet and discuss 
these matters have been denied by those who continue 
to push and promote error. Our preaching is going to 
offend you.

It is a fact that invitations to debate this issue have 
been universally denied. Our preaching is going to of-
fend you.

The Purpose of Preaching
Knowing in advance that gospel preaching is going to 

offend those in error, let us emphasize that the purpose 
of preaching is not to offend. The purpose of gospel 
preaching is to bring men face to face with the word of 
God. The message of the cross to those in sin is “repent.” 
Jesus himself said “For God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved” (John 3:17). Even so, to the disciples, 
Jesus said, “All of you will be offended because of me this 
night . . .” (Mark 14:27). Jesus could not do the Father’s will 
and fail to offend the Pharisees, and even his apostles.

A true disciple never preaches to offend. But a true 
disciple must be ready for the truth to offend, if need 
be. If the truth offends you, you must repent. Faithful 
preachers will not temper their message to salve the 
feelings of sinners, however close and fraternal they 
may be. As one who has been accused of giving offense, 
I have the responsibility to watch myself, my attitudes, 
my motives. As Peter stated: “But sanctify the Lord God 
in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense for 
the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a 
good conscience, that when they defame you as evildo-
ers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may 
be ashamed” (1 Pet. 3:15-16).
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The Lord’s Church in Danville, Kentucky will begin the 24th year of classes 
with  
any who wishes to study with us. Consider the features of these studies:

A Final Suggestion
To those who register a complaint that our preaching 

is too plain, too harsh, (in a word) too offensive, let me 
ask something of you. Since you say that you are preach-
ing the same truth that we preach but we are faulty in 
our approach, and you can do it better, why not get at 
it? Where are the public teachings from these men that 
bring adulterous marriages before the bar of God’s jus-
tice? Where are the places where the “same truth that we 
teach” about fellowship with sin is being clearly declared? 
Where are the sermons that are showing the error of unity 
in diversity? Where are the sermons being taught that 
are saying the same truth that we are saying, but doing 
it in a better way? Some have expressed a willingness 
to debate Romans 14 and Fellowship (though none has 
signed a debate proposition yet). If we are teaching the 

same truth on fellowship with sin, why do you want to 
debate us? If we are teaching the same truth (only we are 
not doing it as well as you are able), why is it that more 
and more compromising preachers are looking to you 
as champions of their cause? When some want to have 
fellowship with gamblers, immodest dress advocates, 
adulterous marriages, social drinkers, loose doctrinal 
positions, etc., why is it that they look to you as ones who 
defend their positions?

The truth of the matter is that style and form of preach-
ing is not the issue. If there is room in the Lord’s church 
for all kinds of methods of preaching (and there is), why 
is the “watchman” method (a biblical approach: Isa. 52:7; 
Rom. 10:14-15) not acceptable? What needs to be stressed 
is that a compromising spirit has affected many who actu-

steady, deterioration of the lungs, heart, blood vessels, 
etc. I have seen a chart that details what happens when 
one quits smoking after one minute, one hour, one 
day, one month, etc. It is amazing to note the positive 
changes that occur so soon after one stops smoking. 
If you put these things in reverse, you then see what 
happens to a person when he smokes, and how quickly 
things deteriorate and ruin the body. The Bible teaches 
that our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and must 
be respected as such. The Bible teaches that our body is 
not ours to ruin, maim, or kill (1 Cor. 6:18-20)! Paul said 
that he would not be brought under the power of any 
(1 Cor. 6:12). Nicotine in the cigarettes will cause one to 
be “hooked” for life just like any other drug. Alcohol fits 
in here as well. Though so many consider the drinking of 
alcohol to be “acceptable” under certain conditions, the 
Bible condemns drinking alcohol from the first drink (1 
Pet. 4:3-4; Prov. 23:31-32).

Further, we notice the sin of immodest dress. Though 

ally object to truth being taught. When it is taught, they 
are offended and cry, “Peace, peace, when there is no 
peace” (Jer. 6:14). However, there are still men who have 

“Change the Character”
Jarrod Jacobs

We see much immoral behavior in society today. Con-
sider the sin of abortion. When we see people willingly 
take the life of another for convenience sake, we truly are 
in bad shape as a people! This attitude of debasing the 
sanctity of life has now spilled over into other aspects 
of society. Once people got used to the idea of killing 
babies, it wasn’t such a stretch to consider killing the 
elderly and those who are considered “vegetables” or 
are dying of certain diseases. Now that people seem ac-
climated to this, we see people who are willing to kill just 
about anyone, so long as there is consent to it! Consider 
Jack Kevorkian — he will not only kill you, but will sell 
your organs as well (or at least try)! Like Judah in Genesis 
37:26-27, there is no reason that Jack shouldn’t make a 
tidy profit in the process of taking your life! I mean, after 
all, he has the up-keep of that rusty old van to consider; 
lawyer bills are piling up as well, you know! Brethren, 
selfishness truly rules the day.

Consider smoking that kills so many by the slow, 
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• And Much More!

In-Depth Bible Course: 24th Year
• Old Testament History, Evidences 

Name                                                                              Age               Marital Status  _________________                     
Address                                                            ______________________________________________ City                                                                             
State                      Zip Code  __________________ 
Phone # __________________  Information Desired ______________________________________ ___

• 33 weeks of sound, intensive Bible Study
• 3 trimesters of 11 weeks each: 12 different courses
• Open to everyone desiring to study or develop himself as a student of Scripture
• Cost: Free (each student is responsible for his own living expenses and study materi-

als)    
• Ideal arrangements for those unable to pay college tuition who want only Bible studies
• Scriptural: This work is solely the work of the local church in Danville, Kentucky
• Teachers: Steve Wolfgang and Scott Vifquain

The Danville church of Christ is pleased to announce that Scott Vifquain has joined Steve Wolfgang in teaching these classes.  
Scott is one of the earliest products of these classes (1976), and has preached the last 20 years in Versailles, Campbellsville, 
and other places in Kentucky. He is well qualified to teach in this program.

The Danville Church of Christ offers classes by Scott Vifquain and Steve Wolfgang, conducted for the 24th year. We feel 
that students who wish to know more about God’s word and how to present it to others will profit from study with them. 
If you are interested in these classes, please return the form below.

• Book of Acts, John, N.T. Epistles 
• Sermon Preparation, N.T. Church 
• Bible Geography, Wisdom Books
• Scheme of Redemption, Church History

September 7 - May 26

Church of Christ, 385 E. Lexington Ave., Danville, KY 40422 — Call (606) 236-4204 or 236-8506

it is acceptable in society; to dress in such a way as to 
cause one to lust after you is to sin. Jesus said, “Ye have 
heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt 
not commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart” and “Whoso shall 
offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it 
were better for him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the 
sea” (Matt. 5:27-28; 18:6). Therefore, not only is it a sin to 
lust after another, but it is a sin to cause another to lust 
after you! It works both ways, you see. The Bible teaches 

that people are to dress in a modest way — not to overdo 
the clothing, or to “underdo” (if that is a word) the cloth-
ing! The Bible teaches that we are to dress modestly, with 
shamefastedness and sobriety (1 Tim. 2:9-10). While the 
immediate context deals with the women, this is a prin-
ciple that equally applies to the men. By the way, how 
do you dress when you are in public? When you come to 
worship services? When you know you are in mixed com-
pany, wherever you may be? This is something serious to 
consider — your eternal soul rests on your answer!

Let us also think about the sin of homosexuality. 
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While many homosexuals are wishing for “inclusion” 
and “acceptance” from society (and are getting it for the 
most part), they need to understand that this behavior 
is unacceptable and is sinful. This is akin to the behavior 
of those who will commit adultery with one another, 
and never consider the fact that this behavior is only 
acceptable and pure in God’s sight when the man and 
woman are married to each other (Heb. 13:4; Matt. 19:4-
6). Homosexuality is a sin just like the other things we 
have talked about. One will not be in heaven if he is a 
homosexual (1 Cor. 6:9-11; etc.). He needs to repent of 
this sin and turn away from it.

What can we do? What can be done to stop the slow, 
steady deterioration of society? What can we do to keep 
people from sinking lower and lower into sin? “Make new 
laws!” many people cry. Some may suggest that we need 
more and stiffer penalties for those who smoke, drink, 
use drugs, etc. “We need not accept homosexuals who 
wish to be ‘married,’” some might say. “We need to get 
people like and including Jack Kevorkian behind bars, 
stop listening to their emotional pleas, and see that they 
are murdering people, ‘by consent’” others could add. 
These things sound good on the surface, and might curb 
some of the activity, but don’t people see that what we 
are discussing are merely the symptoms of the problem, 
and not the problem? Yes, it’s true!

What is the problem, then? The problem is character! 
People do not have the character that they once did. 
Brethren, if we can change the character of people, we 
can put an end to so many problems! What is the charac-
ter of people today? As we mentioned earlier, it is one of 
selfishness! Me! Me! Me! When people think of themselves 
first, they will do those things which please/satisfy them 
first, and leave others to “fend for themselves.” Just think 
about this: Why is it that time after time in the Old and 
New Testaments, we read God’s warnings not to leave 
him, not to forsake him, nor to turn to the right hand 
or the left from his word? It is because when people do 
this, their standard will change from asking “What does 
God want?” to asking “What do I want?” The Gentiles, as 
recorded in Romans 1, “glorified [God] not as God, neither 
were thankful . . . changed the glory of the incorruptible 
God into an image made like to corruptible man, and 
to birds, and four footed beasts, and creeping things . 
. . changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshiped 
and served the creature more than the Creator . . . their 
women did change the natural use into that which is 
against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the 
natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward 
another; men with men working that which is unseemly 
. . .  they did not like to retain God in their knowledge” 
(Rom. 1:21-28). What started them on this downward 
slide? It was when they stopped glorifying God as God 
and refused to show gratitude to him — selfishness! They 

thought they could do it their own way, and found out 
too late how wrong they were!

Sometimes changing a law in society can be a good 
thing, but understand the only way to truly change 
behavior is to change the character of a person. When 
one’s character is changed: (1) It is a change from the 
inside-out, not merely an outward change to “keep from 
getting caught.” The change “inside-out” was command-
ed of God’s people in Romans 12:1-2. (2) It causes one 
to understand that he is not the center of the universe. 
The Bible makes this clear as we read the comments 
made and questions posed by different Bible characters 
(Jas. 4:13; Job 7:17; Pss. 4:8; 144:3; Heb. 2:6; Gen. 18:27). 
(3) They will be interested in what God has to say more 
so than what men/themselves have to say. 1 Peter 4:11 
will mean a great deal to them. Colossians 3:17, which 
commands us to do all “in the name of the Lord” will be 
followed when one’s character is changed.

As we consider the sins mentioned earlier in this lesson, 
we now know that these things will not be committed, 
nor justified, when one’s character has been changed. 
When one’s character is changed, he will do that which is 
right because he wants to, not because he has to! When 
we change the character of the baby-murderer or the 
slayer of the old, they will no longer do that, but will work 
to preserve the lives of the young and old, realizing their 
body is not theirs to “do as they please.” 

When we change the character of the smoker, the alco-
holic, drug addict, etc., they will no longer look to those 
things for a “high” (yes, smokers get a “high,” too, but in a 
milder way), but will strive to have their bodies pure, and 
their minds clear to do the work of the Lord. 

When we change the character of those who dress 
immodestly, they will no longer do that, nor try to justify 
their lack of clothing (or the over-doing of such). They will 
not ask, “where’s the line?” but will respect what God has 
said on this subject, and do so willingly. 

When we change the character of the homosexual, he 
will not say it is an “alternate lifestyle,” but realize that it 
is sin, and he must stop it and live right (see 1 Cor. 6:11 
— the people in Corinth did this). 

When we change the character of people (and our-
selves), we will not need “new and stricter laws,” we will 
respect and obey the ones we already have! First and 
foremost, we will respect and obey God’s law, and we will 
also respect and obey the laws of the land.

When we change the character of people, they will not 
offer excuses for why they have failed in the past. They will move on, learning from their mistakes, and striving to be 
better day by day. Brethren, there are a lot of things that 
are determined by genetics, this is true. But one thing 
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Heb. 13:2), she must resist temptation (Jas. 4:7 and 1 Pet. 
5-8), her treasures are to laid up in heaven (Matt. 6:19, 20, 
21); her speech is to be as the oracles (word) of God (1 
Pet. 4:1l) — not lying (Eph. 4:25), not being a gossip or 
busybody (1 Tim. 5:13), or a slanderer (Tit. 2:2-3).

She must not be “proud and cause disputes and argu-
ments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, 
evil suspicions” (1 Tim. 6:4).

Her outward appearance is to be one of humility (Jas. 
4:10 and Col. 3:12), reverent in behavior (Tit. 2:3), kind and 
forgiving (Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13). This woman must “adorn 
herself in modest apparel with propriety and moderation” 
(1 Tim. 2:9, 10), not with “fancy arranging of the hair, gold 
or fine apparel but her beauty is to be the hidden person 
of the heart, a gentle and quiet spirit” (1 Pet. 3:3, 4).

She must be content with her life (1 Tim. 6:6-8 and Phil. 
4:11) and not be envious or self-seeking (Jas. 3:16). She 
cannot have authority over a man but be submissive (1 
Tim. 2:12).

This Christian must not allow Satan into her life (Jas. 
4: 7) but work the works of God just as Christ did while 
he was on earth (John 9:4).

But wait a minute — Is not this the way that all women 
who are Christians are to conduct their lives? Of course, 
and many of these commandments apply to men also. 
So what makes the wife of an elder different from any 
other woman in the Lord’s church?

Very little, actually. First, she does have to be married 
— an elder must have a wife (1 Tim. 3:2) and she must 
have children (1 Tim. 3:4); training them up as the Lord 
commands (Prov. 22:6). The wife of an elder must have all 
the same qualities of her husband (not given to wine, not 
greedy, not covetous, etc., 1 Tim. 3:2, 3) for how could she 
be a proper helpmeet for the elder if they disagree about 
their way of life? Amos wrote: “Can two walk together 

Qualifications of an Elder’s Wife
Mae Hoggatt

God has commanded that all congregations appoint 
elders. This was not a gentle suggestion but a command, 
as Paul told Titus (Tit. 1:1-5). Yet today, many congrega-
tions do not have elders, saying that they have no man 
who is qualified or with the desire for the office.

There have been many discussions concerning the 
life a man must lead in order for him to qualify to be 
appointed an elder in the church, but nothing is written 
about the qualifications of his wife.

But, Is this True?
The qualifications are there if we just take the time 

to search the Scriptures. First, of course, she must be a 
Christian. No elder could properly serve a congregation 
if the other half of his marriage lives in the world. As a 
Christian, her life must be an example to the believers 
“in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” 
(1 Tim. 4-12). Paul wrote this to Timothy but does it not 
also apply to all Christians?

1. In Word. The older women are to teach good things 
to the younger women — “to love their husbands, love 
their children, to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, 
obedient to their husband, that the word may not be 
blasphemed” (Tit. 2:3-5).

2. In Love. She must love her husband (Tit. 2:4), her 
neighbor (Matt. 22:39), her enemies (Matt. 5:44), other 
Christians (Heb. 10:24), her children (Tit. 2:4).

3. In Faith. She must have faith (Heb. 11:6).

4. In Spirit. She will worship God in spirit and in truth 
(John 4:24).

5. In Purity. Paul told Timothy to keep himself pure (1 
Tim. 5:22), and he wrote to the church at Philippi to think 
on things pure (Phil. 4:8).

A believing woman must be hospitable (1 Pet. 4:9; 
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unless they are agreed?” (Amos 3:3).

A married couple begins walking together when they 
say “I do” and when both are Christians they should be 
in unity. If this man desires the work of an elder, he must 
depend on his wife to support him. 

The elder must have the respect of those in the world 
(1 Tim 3:7). His good reputation and that of his wife will 
set an example to those with whom they come in contact. 
The wife must be very patient and understanding, real-
izing that her husband’s time with his family will often 
be curtailed because of his spiritual responsibilities. She 
cannot be jealous of those who are taking up his time 
but be willing to accompany him to talk to those need-
ing help.

Not all members of a congregation will agree with the 
decisions made by the elders and will grumble among 
themselves about this. The wives of those elders can-

not respond with anger to those causing trouble but be 
forgiving. A wife of an elder must be able to handle the 
complaints and criticisms against her husband with a kind 
and forgiving attitude.

So, the qualifications of the wife of an elder are the 
same as those of all believing women with the exception 
of being married and having children.

All young women in the church should live as though 
they will one day be the wife of an elder, just as every 
young man should have this goal in his life — to desire 
the work of a bishop and focus on that as he grows in 
the work of our Lord. What better purpose can a young 
Christian have?

The most important qualifications for both the elder 
and his wife are: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart. 
And lean not on your own understanding; In all your 

answering him for a time. Below is basically the answer I 
sent to him; I have reworked it a bit and added a few notes 
to publish it here. I was trying to address the matter for 
both the child who asked, and the grown-up who had to 
think about how to answer. Maybe this is useful for Truth 
Magazine readers as well.

An Introduction to the Reply
I hope you don’t think I forgot about this question. True, 

I’ve put off answering it for a bit. One reason was it arrived 
during the time my kids had off from school, and I was 
trying to spend a little more time with them than at my 
computer. But another reason is the question itself. It is a 
great question. It has a great answer, but as you indicate, 
one which is difficult to express. And it is important that 
the answer and the way we answer is the right way that 
will guide our children into faith.

“Who Made God?”
Stephen P. Willis

 

“Who made God?” What a good question! It is one 
that is raised when people think about theological and 
philosophical things. It is one asked by little children as 
they try to get a grasp on spiritual matters and the world 
around them. I know, I asked it as a youngster myself 
when I was probably seven years!

Like a few others, I am a contact for Steve Rudd’s  “In-
teractive Bible” Web Page on the Internet (www. bible.ca). 
Recently I received this question from one who visited 
that site: “Hi! My daughter has asked me a question to 
which I have no answer. Who created God, if he created 
the world and all on it? Thanks.”

I received the question during the December school 
break and I was also reading some of Anselm’s works 
in a recent publication of his Major Works, so I put off 

ways acknowledge Him, And He will direct your paths” 
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Let me begin with a personal story. I said it is a great 
question. I asked it myself when I was young. My dad, 
Cecil Willis, who passed away a couple years ago, was a 
preacher. I remember at one church (Brown Street in Ak-
ron, Ohio), when I was pretty young, that it was decided 
that for a time, they’d put a question box in the foyer of 
the church building for religious or Bible questions. I had 
my question: “Who made God?” For several weeks they 
announced that there was a question box and that those 
with a question should submit it. Every time they asked, 
I rewrote the question and put it into the box. I expect 
I did so about ten times (or more?)! I was anxious for an 
answer! Well, finally a night came when Dad was going 
to start answering some of those questions, and his first 
one was mine: “Who made God?”

The funny thing is, I don’t have a real recollection of 
the sermon. You know, just last year I obtained all Dad’s 
sermons. I hadn’t thought of it before, but maybe I just 
have the lesson he presented. I do know the lesson I 
learned either then or later: Nobody made God. Of course, 
as you noted, this is difficult to explain to a young one. 
I expect I had the same question after the sermon as 
before. Even though I believe and teach that nobody 
made God and that he is the eternally existing one, I have 
continued to have an interest in the “arguments” about 
the existence of God. I know how the question affected 
me when I was young and I want to be able to answer in 
such a way that some can get past that question better 
than I did — if possible. 

Following that interest, one other reason I was putting 
off answering you was because of a book I was reading 
and another I was about to read. Both dealt with the 
question of God. One was The Quest for God: a personal 
pilgrimage, written by Paul Johnson from a Roman Catho-
lic point of view. Another, which I had in a pile to read 
was Anselm of Canterbury: The major works. Years ago 
I came across one of the most thought-provoking les-
sons on the existence of God written by Anselm (See his 
Proslogion 2). It’s now called the “Ontological Argument.” 
I had always wanted to read more, and finally found 
this book, published in 1998 by Oxford World Classics. I 
really wanted to read both — and possibly another by 
Aquinas who made four arguments for the existence of 
God. I knew I couldn’t wait that long to answer you, but 
did want to get into the Anselm book first.

So, I have been reading the book and all the while, 
knowing that what I was reading dealt with the answer 
to your question and mine from long ago. I guess I finally 
felt I must get back to you with something. I realize that 
whatever I might write may leave you or your child about 
where I was after Dad’s sermon, but I hope that it will 
provoke you to keep trying to teach your child, and that 
whatever I may write may be helpful to your daughter 

in her spiritual life.

The Reply: Nobody Made God
So, “Who made God?” Nobody. God is the creator of 

all other things. God didn’t even create God, for God 
has existed for all time, even before there was what we 
call time. God is eternal. We are not eternal, so it is very 
hard for us to grasp the idea of what it is to be eternal. 
The Bible starts with the assumption, no — the fact, that 
God existed before anything else was created: “In the 
beginning, God . . .” (Gen. 1:1). A point corresponding to 
this is the fact that Jesus is also eternal, since he is God, 
the Son, also called the Word: “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was 
God” (John 1:1). 

When Moses was at the burning bush, being sent by 
God back to Egypt, he asked about God’s name so he 
could tell the Israelites that it really was God who had sent 
him. The reply was enigmatic: “I AM WHO I AM” (NASB, or 
“I AM THAT I AM”). Moses was to tell them that “I AM” has 
sent him (see Exod. 3:14ff). This may be hard to explain 
to a young one. Moses no doubt had trouble explaining 
to the Israel. It means that God is the eternally existing 
one. “I ALWAYS AM” might be another way of saying it. 
The expression used was from the “being verb” that we 
learned in school, but from the Hebrew language. We 
might say someone was, or something will be, or even 
that something is. God eternally is — present tense. 
The Old Testament name, “Jehovah” (ASV), or “Yahweh,” 
came from a variation on that Hebrew being verb. To 
understand God’s very name, is to begin understanding 
that he is the eternally existing one who needs no other 
to create him. 

One passage explains it from our time-referenced 
point of view: “And the four living creatures, each one of 
them having six wings, are full of eyes round and within; 
and day and night they do not cease to say, “HOLY, HOLY, 
HOLY, [is] THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND 
WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME” (Rev. 4:8; see 1:8). The 
same is said of Jesus: “Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday 
and today, [yes] and forever” (Heb. 13:8).

Let me approach it from another way: Everything 
comes from something, forever going back into time 
(regression) until you come to something that must be 
either eternal or popping into existence out of nothing 
on its own without an outside source creating it (if there 
were someone or something creating it — that some-
one or something would be another generation to go 
back). Pretty much the two options are: eternal matter 
or an eternal being (God). I would point out that some 
scientists today actually are positing (without proof) that 
maybe matter pops into and out of existence all the time 
and at some point when it popped into existence, all 
that we see came from that one pop — that happened 
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not to go out of existence. And, that this happened all 
on its own, with no help from an eternal being (God). If 
it didn’t come into existence at some point, then matter 
must be eternal — assuming, as some do: if there is no 
eternal God. If matter is eternal, then God didn’t create it. 
Those who believe this would probably say that matter, 
in the form of humans, created God in their minds. The 
Bible does not teach that matter created God, but just the 
opposite: God created the heavens and the earth.

Of course, if matter is not eternal, the other option is 
that God is eternal, always existing, and that he brought 
everything else into existence and continues to oper-
ate on the universe by sustaining its existence. Here are 
some steps to think about, and perhaps when the right 
time comes to offer to your daughter. Which is more 
reasonable:

 • Something from nothing, or something from some-
thing?

 • Order from disorder, or order by design and intel-
ligence?

 • Life from non-life (rocks, chemicals), or life from 
other life?

 • Intelligent life from non-intelligent life or intelligent 
life from intelligence?

The eternal existence of a divine being, God, an-
swers these questions more reasonably to me: He is the 
Something that gave rise to all else. He is the intelligent 
designer that gave order to our cosmos. He is the Life that 
gave life. He is the Intelligence that gave intelligence. 

Others have offered proofs about God by saying he 
is the first to all things that move. Nothing first moved 
God. He is the first to all created things. Nothing first cre-
ated God. He is the sustainer of created things. Nothing 
sustains God as he always is by his own nature. He is the 
source of goodness and ideas of goodness. Nothing had 
to tell God what is good. He is the source of morality. We 
are not able to be objective enough to generate our own 
morality. God is able.

Thinking about that last part, reminded me of some-
thing many little children learn early in life when they 
were taught about prayer: “God is great. God is good.” 
(“And we thank Him for our food.”) To be the greatest 
and the most good meant he had to have no one before 
him in anything: time, power, mind, creation. God is first 
because he is God.

Now, as I said, some of that may generate more ques-
tions. Good, if it means one continues to seek God. As I 
mentioned, I have studied some of the “traditional” proofs 
for the existence of God. Anselm was one of the better 
ones to me. I found it in a small book, Ten Great Works 

of Philosophy, New American Library, 1969). Now here 
it is in the Anselm book I’ve obtained which goes on for 
more than the two and one-half pages of the other. Last 
year I restudied them and included Aquinas, C.S. Lewis, 
Descartes, Leibnitz and others. Some have taken the 
approach that we can believe in God from pure reason. 
Immanuel Kant wrote a book, Critique of Pure Reason, 
and in the sight of many skeptics, pretty well knocked 
down many of the proofs, but then offered his own proof 
for the existence of God from morality. To me, that proof 
was pretty reasonable; so much for his critique. 

A class I took on the Philosophy of Religion made the 
point that the traditional proofs for God probably no 
longer convince anyone to cross from unbelief to belief. 
Unfortunately, in this age of materialism and skepticism, 
this may be so. But these arguments do strengthen 
our faith in God and that we can understand him from 
reason and the creation — as well, of course, from the 
Scriptures.

The Scriptures teach that those who come to God must 
believe that he is (Heb. 11:6). And that the “righteous man 
shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:16-17). “We walk by faith, not 
by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). It seems to me that much of what 
we understand and know about God is from faith, not 
an unreasonable faith, but still faith none-the-less. Phi-
losophers call this fideism (from the Latin word for faith; 
we get “fidelity” from that word). This is defined as, “the 
doctrine that knowledge depends on faith or revelation 
rather than reason” (The Canadian Oxford Dictionary). 
Nature and the Scriptures are that revelation of God. We 
shall know more when faith becomes sight, that is, when 
we stand before him and are able to spend eternity in 
heaven with him. 

Concluding Remarks
Now I realize that much of this is over the head of a 

child. You asked for help for you, so you could help her. 
I would just try to point out to her that God is the “I AM,” 
the eternally existing one, and as such he has no creator. 
He is the Creator of all else. And, explain to her that she 
will understand more as she grows in her faith and knowl-
edge about God. Read some of the passages I mentioned 
above to her. You may personally wish to read more of 
the traditional arguments for God’s existence. You can 
find them in books under these headings: Philosophy 
(some of the names above), Theology (systematic theol-
ogy) and Apologetics (why we believe what we believe). 
One I found on the Internet was the Kalaam Ontological 
Argument (try the Yahoo search engine). It was very 
impressive. Of course, keep reading your Bible and don’t 
be caught in the snares of men’s philosophy rather than 
living by the teachings of Christ (see Col. 2:8). 

A short note on Dad’s sermon: His sermon records 
indicate these occurred in 1960, however, rather than 
give an outline title, he only recorded: “Answered Ques-
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of men. Does this sound familiar? Many today say they 
“love” Jesus, yet do not do as he says, but will follow the 
doctrines and commandments of men!

“If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). 
This is especially important to understand in view of the 
fact that Jesus also said: “Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt 7:21). Many precious souls are going to be lost be-
cause they did not obey the commandments of Jesus. The 
apostle Paul ad dressed this in his second Thessalonian 
letter when he stated: “In flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the gos-
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with 
ever lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power” (2 Thess. 1:8-9). It would 
sure seem to me that when one says that they “love” Jesus 
then they would want to do everything that Jesus asks 
them to do. Our eternal destiny depends on what we do 
with our life while we live on this earth.

Let Us Abide In The Love Of Jesus
In John 15:10 Jesus said: “If ye keep my com mandments, 

ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments, and abide in his love.” The only way 
that we can abide in Christ is to do what he has asked of 
us. Do you really “love” Jesus Christ? If so, then you will 
obey him, knowing that it is only through him that you 
will receive eternal salvation (Heb 5:9). If you have not 
obeyed Jesus’ command to be baptized (John 3:5), then 
you must ask yourself “Do I really love Jesus?” Remember, 
love is demonstrated through action of obedience.

47 Juniper Avenue, Los Lunas, New Mexico 87031

If We Love, We Will Obey
Richie Thetford

In the family relationship children who love their 
parents will obey their parents. Children that purposely 
disobey their parents don’t love them as they should. 
Children are commanded to obey their parents (Eph. 6:1), 
and they will gladly do so when they truly love them. The 
same is true in the realm of religion. When one says that 
they “love” Jesus then they will show that love through 
obedience to him.

Jesus’ Instructions
In John 13:34-35 Jesus said: “A new commandment I 

give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another.” Jesus taught that man must love one another 
to be accepted by him. In these two verses he showed 
that in three ways: (1) By a command: “That ye love one 
another.” We have no option when it comes to love if 
we are to practice true Christianity. We must love one 
another. (2) By an example: “As I loved you, that ye also 
love one another.” Jesus showed us what love is all about 
through the life he lived. He loved us so much that he 
died for us. We must also show and practice this kind of 
sincere love for our brethren. (3) By necessary inference: 
“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to anoth er.” When we love one another 
the way Jesus expects us to, then others will know that 
we are his disciples.

Actions Speak Louder Than Words
We have heard the old saying that “actions speak 

louder than words.” This is absolutely true. Lip service will 
not get an individual very far; it certainly did not impress 
Jesus as he called the Pharisees hypocrites saying: “This 
people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and hon-
oureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 
But in vain they do worship me, teach ing for doctrines 
the command ments of men” (Matt 15:8-9). Jesus knew 
that if they truly loved him then their actions proving so 
would follow. But what happened? Their heart was not 
set on following Jesus but after the commandments 

Subscribe for a 
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“Noah’s Ark” continued from front page

“Encouraged” continued from page 2

before his uncle. The movie also depicts Noah pleading 
for the city of Sodom instead of Abraham, who actually 
did this in Genesis 18:16-33. What does Hollywood and 
a television network care? They have a movie to make. 
Those who are greedy for profits and ratings will show 
no respect for God’s word.

If that wasn’t enough, the movie then informed us 
that Noah did not do all the building of the ark. God 
supposedly went ahead and cut much of the wood for 
him, and eventually finished the ark Himself The Bible 
says that God told Noah to build the ark and “thus Noah 
did, according to all that God commanded him, so he 
did” (Gen. 6:22). The movie ark itself was depicted with a 
promenade-type deck where people and animals could 
stroll leisurely. It would be too boring to depict the ark, 
as the Bible does, with one window and one door (Gen. 
6:16). Such small details need not concern movie writers, 
I guess.

The Bible states that Noah’s three sons had wives that 
joined them on the ark (Gen. 7:7). The movie had Noah’s 
three sons kidnapping their girlfriends from their families 
and forcibly hauling them onto the ark. They would get 
married after the Flood, but only after Noah and his wife 
worried about them committing fornication while on the 
ark. The writers seemed intent on changing details in 
order to appeal to modem, worldly minds. ne portrayal 
of God, Noah, his wife, and their three sons was disturb-
ing. It lacked the respect and dignity deserved of such 
grand characters of the Bible. Also, the rain was shown 
to start before they entered the ark. The Bible states that 
they were on the ark seven days before the rain started 
(Gen. 7:4, 10).

Just when it couldn’t get any worse, it did. Apparently 
some people had made rafts and boats in an attempt to 
survive the Flood, and then tried to take over the ark like 
a gang of pirates. It was an action-packed fight scene, just 
like every movie is supposed to have. That was too much 
— I couldn’t stand to watch much more. The “dramatic 
license” had become a license to blaspheme and tear 
apart the word of God. Such is the result when people 
reject the inspiration of Scripture.

This whole experience is instructive on several points. 
The movie makers probably figured that since there is so 
much ignorance of the Bible in this country, few people 
would notice the changes that were made. Most people 
don’t read the Bible and, therefore, do not know what it 
says. The TV is their source of information on nearly every-
thing, so why not learn about the Flood from a miniseries. 
What a sad commentary on our society. Do we study our 
Bibles so that we can know God’s word accurately? False 
doctrines abound all around us; we need to be ready to 

expose them and give an answer for our faith. Believing 
lies will cause people to fall into the ditch of error.

We really should not be surprised to see a movie 
produced by our society that laughs at a serious story 
in the Bible. The movie could have made the important 
point that people were destroyed because of rebellion 
against God and his will. Our society needs this message, 
but this movie was a chopped up, re-mixed Hollywood 
version that fits what people want today: a new updated 
21st century rewriting of the Bible. People don’t want just 
what the Bible says; they want to shape it into a story (or 
doctrine) to their liking. Such disrespect and folly will 
not sit well with the Lord in judgment. Movies about the 
Bible that were made in the past showed a little bit more 
respect for the stories, but not this one. Let’s not rely on 
TV miniseries, but do what has worked for faithful families 
for centuries: faithfully pass down the great stories of God 
and his mighty works of old as told in the Bible. May our 
children learn the truth about the love and justice of our 
great God from his Book. This is best way to prepare our minds to follow Jesus and the truth. 

From Leader, Lakeland Hills Church of Christ, Lakeland, 
Florida 33805

Prov. 18:14 — “The spirit of a man will sustain his infir-
mity; but a wounded spirit who can bear?”

We think of some faithful men who endured, such as 
Job. Their hope sustained them. Job wrote, “For I know 
that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: 
whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, 
and not another; though my reins be consumed within 
me” (Job 19:25-27).

2. Forgiveness of sins as a present possession. How 
could one look at himself in the mirror without having 
forgiveness of his sins? More than any other person he 
is aware of his failures, his transgressions, the pain he 
has caused others, his innermost thoughts that are not 
always pure, the words he has spoken in anger, the off-
color jokes he has told and laughed at, and other failures 
in his life. He is fully aware of his failures and knows by 
experience what Paul so ably expressed, 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what 
I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I 
do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is 
no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For 
I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in 
my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For 
I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer 
I that do it, but sin that dwells within me (Rom. 7:15-20, 

25
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NRSV).

How blessed a sinner is to know that his sins are 
forgiven and that he has peace with God. Christ is the 
expression of God’s grace, his undeserved and unmer-
ited kindness toward mankind. The Father gave his Son 
as an atonement for sin that men could be saved from 
their transgressions and iniquities. “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast” 
(Eph. 2:8-9).

Salvation from one’s sins gives the sinner a release from 
his guilty conscience. Paul described this peace as that 
“which passeth all understanding” and which is able to 
“keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
4:7). Through Christ we who once were alienated from 
God can be at peace with him (Eph. 2:14). The beautiful 
message of Christianity is that it is a redemptive system. 
Regardless of what you have done in the past, you can be 
forgiven and have newness of life. Paul wrote, “Know ye 
not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:3-4).

3. A brotherhood of Christians. Christians are part of 
a family, the family of God. What a blessing we have to 
be called the children of God. John wrote, “Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him not” (1 John 3:1). 
Everywhere God has a son, I have a brother. How blessed 
one is to be a part of the family of God.

God’s children are lovely and loving people caring for 
one another’s needs. Paul described how God’s children 
should act toward one another when he compared 
the church to a physical body: “. . . the members should 
have the same care one for another. And whether one 
member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it” 
(1 Cor. 12:25-26).

Sometimes the brotherly affection for each other is 
most apparent in the hour of adversity. I have watched 
how Christians rally to the support of those who are 
hurting. I was so proud of my brethren who raised over 
$400,000 last year to help their Filipino brethren who 
were destitute, even though most of us would not know 
by face any one of these brethren. I watch how Christians 
minister to one another when the call of death arrives. 
Christians are generally ready to assist the family through 
the suffering the family endures as it awaits that final 
hour. Indeed, I am honored to be associated with the 
best people in the world in being a part of the family 

of God.

4. Purpose for living. Christianity gives us direction in 
life, helping us to sort out what is most important and 
what is least important. In a culture in which men are 
tempted to become consumed by recreational activities 
because of our abundance of leisure time, we need to 
remember that life’s purpose is not self-gratification, as 
the hedonists might teach us. In an age when one might 
think that life’s purpose is the accumulation of things (as 
illustrated in the game of monopoly — he who has the 
most at the end wins), we need to remember that these 
things will be left behind when we hear the call of death 
and then whose shall they be (Luke 12:15-21)? What is 
life’s true purpose? Here was Solomon’s conclusion: “Let 
us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, 
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty 
of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil” (Eccl. 12:13-14).

5. Hope for tomorrow. Everyone goes through dark 
and gloomy times in his life. One has reminded us, “I don’t 
know what the future holds, but I know who holds the 
future.”  Whatever comes to me will come from a God who 
truly and dearly loves me. Jesus said, “If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good 
things to them that ask him?” (Matt. 7:11). Recognizing 
God’s providence, I know that there is hope for tomor-
row. “For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour 
is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning” (Ps. 30:5). In one of Bill Gaither’s songs 
is this line: “Hold on my child, The darkest hour means 
dawn is just in sight.”

6. Strength to endure. Paul reminded us that through 
the strength of the Lord, he had the ability to endure his 
suffering and remain faithful to his God. So can we. His 
inspiring words are worthy of our meditation: “Not that I 
speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how 
to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where 
and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me”  (Phil. 
4:11-13).

Conclusion
As we face life’s trials, let’s try to keep focused on what 

truly is important in life. There is so much reason to have 

6567 Kings Ct., Danville, Indiana 46122 mikewillis1@com-
puserve.com
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West Palm Beach, Florida: The North Haverhill Road Church of 
Christ is looking for someone full time to help spread the word 
in a difficult area. The congregation varies in size from about 
40 to 70 as this is a highly transient area. We are able to offer 
support of $500 a week plus a $900 monthly living allowance. 
If interested, or if you would like more information, please call 
Dan Schmidt (561) 793-7496, Richard Vandagriff (561) 795-
9541, or Ed Fielding (561) 288-2622).

Rosedale, Indiana: The Rosedale Church of Christ is looking for 
a full-time preacher.  Our current preacher, brother Tracy Prater, 
is moving to Harodsburg, Kentucky to work with the congrega-
tion there.  We are a small group of about 25 members, and 
outside support would be needed. All who are interested are 
encouraged to call either Richard Arnold at (812) 466-2090, 
Rich Hardcastle at (812) 234-9113, or Matt Harrison at (812) 
446-4034.

Carlisle, Pennsylvania: The Walnut Bottom Road church located 
in south central Pennsylvania is looking for a full-time or part-
time preacher who is enthusiastic about personal work. Their 
average attendance is about eighteen with eight members. If 
interested, please contact Garry Adams (717) 423-6707 (eve-
nings), or write to Walnut Bottom Road Church of Christ, 2637 
Walnut Bottom Rd., Carlisle, PA 17013.

Brighton, Missouri: The Noble Hill church is in need of a 
preacher beginning August 1. If interested, please write to 
Noble Hill Church of Christ, 11015 St. Hwy. 13, Brighton, MO 
or E-mail: Carey4102@aol.com.

Mike Reidelbach, 241 Sandalwood Dr., Bowling Green, KY, (502) 
843-1700, E-Mail: kmreide@accessky.net. I am in search of a 
congregation to work with. I have been a Christian for 25 years. 
I am married and have three wonderful children; they have 
obeyed the gospel and are faithful. My wife and I have been 
married for over 20 years. I would love to hear from congrega-
tions in the south or west. I have preached before and quit for 
personal reasons. I fill in when I have the chance. The reason I 
have waited for so long to return to the pulpit is to allow my 
children a stable environment to grow up in, without having 
to move every few years. Please call me. 

Preachers Needed

Canoga Park, California: The church of Christ that meets at 
7054 Winnetka Ave. in the San Fernado Valley portion of Los 
Angeles is searching for a preacher. They are able to fully 
support a man. They have around 70 in attendance and are 
currently supporting four outside preachers in addition to their 
preacher. They have a three bedroom, two bath home, but 
can be flexible should a preacher desire to purchase his own 
residence. If interested, contact Don Mullins (818) 341-5841, 
e-mail: dondivot@aol.com or Paul Stagner (805) 297-7070, e-
mail: pstagner@ix.netcom.com.

Preacher Available

Poor Track Record From “Shacking Up”
“A 1992 study concluded that ‘prior cohabitors’ had a 46 percent 
greater hazard of divorce than non-co-habitors.

“. . . Such habits of mind appear to become ingrained over time. 
People who experience serial cohabitations before marriage 
have much higher divorce rates than those who lived with only 
one person. Having lived through the dissolution of one or 
many relationships increases one’s tolerance for heartbreak and 
instability, and perhaps hardens people in their idiosyncrasies. 
Rather than proving a test run for marriage, living together 
instead can prove a test run for eventual loneliness.

“. . . Unsurprisingly, the National Marriage Project data show that 
cohabitation is most harmful for children. In 1997, 36 percent of 
these households included children, up from only 21 percent 
10 years before. There are estimates that half of America’s chil-
dren will spend some time in a cohabiting household before 
the age of 16, and three-quarters of these children will see their 
parents split up. (Only one-third of children born to married 
couples will endure a divorce.)

“. . . A British study found that children living with mom and her 
boyfriend were 33 times more likely to be abused physically 
and sexually than children living with both biological parents” 
(The Indianapolis Star [March 25, 1999], A22).

A Place To Stand
1999 Florida College Lectures

$13.95



Truth Magazine — July 15, 1999                                                    (444)

DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Cahaba Hgts.Church of Christ

3251 Greendale Rd.
(near I-459 & Hwy. 280 interchange)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

 967-2150

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Pinson Church of Christ

4233 Glen Brook Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

 Evangelist:  Ken Chapman
(205) 681-6231 or 680-5770

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Vestavia Hills Church of Christ

2325 Old Columbiana Rd.
(near I-65 & Hwy. 31)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ken Marrs
822-0018 or 822-2191

ELGIN, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

Rt. 4, Box 54-1
(bldg. 2 blks. N of Intersection of
US 72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

FLORENCE, AL
College View Church of Christ

851 N. Pine St.
(adjacent to University Campus)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelists: David Thomley
Harold Comer, 766-0403

FOLEY, AL
South Baldwin 

Church of Christ
517 N. McKenzie St.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James E. Cooper
(334) 943-2686 or 943-3380

GARDENDALE, AL
North Gardendale
Church of Christ
380 Hickory Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Rouse
(205) 631-8415 or 631-8098

HAMILTON, AL
W. Hamilton Church of Christ

N.W. Corner Hwy. 74W and Rem-
ington Dr.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Myhan
(205) 921-2338 or 921-2605

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Chapman Acres Church of Christ

2137 Penhall Dr., NE
(I-565 E. to end, right on Maysville Rd., left on 

Chapman Ave., right on Penhall Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Johnson
(205) 536-5296 or 539-9018

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Hughes Rd. & Gooch Lane

Church of Christ
(Go 8 miles on U.S. 72 W.,
S. on Hughes Rd. ¼ mile)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Allen Dvorak
(256) 830-1654 or 837-2939

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Sparkman Drive Church of Christ

3200 Sparkman Drive
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Guy P. McDaniel
and Robert F. Hendrix

(205) 852-1175 or 430-0909

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Weatherly Heights Church of Christ

930 Weatherly Rd., S.E.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Freeman
881-9540 or 883-6753

MOBILE, AL
West Mobile Church of Christ

129 Hillcrest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff McCrary
(334) 342-4144 or 633-8377

MONTGOMERY, AL
Church of Christ
800 Perry Hill Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
5th Sunday 4: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John McPherson
244-1675, 277-9155, 271-4679

or 272-0801

MONTGOMERY, AL
Eastbrook Church of Christ

650 Coliseum Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Contact:  Sammy Bynum, 263-5790, 
Bldg: 272-4232

or Tommy Moore 288-0799 and 
Carroll Puckett 288-1461

OWENS CROSS ROADS, AL
Church of Christ at Elon
4021 Hobbs Island Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David Harwell
256-830-0879

PARRISH, AL
McArthur Heights
Church of Christ
5082 Hwy. 269

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

RED BAY, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

Meadow Dr. & Hwy. 24 East
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Maples, Sr.
(256) 356-2723 or 356-4513

ROGERSVILLE, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

81 Elgin Hills Dr.
(bldg. 2 blks. N. of intersection of US 

72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

RUSSELLVILLE, AL
Hwy. 43 By-Pass

(Across from local hospital)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Gilbert
(205) 332-2294 home or 

(205) 332-6918 office

SARALAND, AL
Shelton Beach Rd.
(N. Mobile Area)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paddy Kendall-Ball
675-2255 or 675-7820

SCOTTSBORO, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

John T. Reid Pkwy.
(on Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Gregory A. Legg
(205) 574-1603 or 259-1814

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

 PALMER, AK
Mat-Su Church of Christ

Kay Bank Plaza Bldg.
(P.O. Box 3141, 99645-3141)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.

Evening  5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Monty Howes (907) 696-7853
Jason Robertson (907) 745-1750 

Phil Douthitt (907) 696-8885

GLENDALE, AZ
Church of Christ

6801 N. 60th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 40 A.M.
Bible Study 5: 00 P.M.
Evening  5: 40 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dan Cook

MESA, AZ
Southeast Church of Christ

312 N. Kieth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.
Evening  6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rocco Lucari
(602) 963-9069 or 833-8236

PRESCOTT, AZ
Pleasant Valley

Church of Christ
2820 Willow Creek Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Pete Hicks
(602) 778-7858

TUCSON, AZ
Church of Christ

145 N. Country Club Rd.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hugh Delong
326-3634 or 722-3179

BENTONVILLE, AR
East 102 Church of Christ

910 S.E. 14th (102)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 273-3989

CONWAY, AR
Hwy. 65 Church of Christ

217 Highway 65
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Coffey
Bldg: (501) 336-0052

CONWAY, AR
Prince Street Church of Christ

2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 336-0669

FT. SMITH, AR
South 46th St.

Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell Blasingame
478-6108 or 782-0588

GRADY, AR
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 363
Hwy. 65 South

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Edgar J. Dye
(501) 247-0232

HARRISON, AR
Capps Rd. Church of Christ

407 Bella Vista Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Norman E. Sewell
741-9104 or 741-5151

HEBER SPRINGS, AR
Spring Park Church of Christ
(On corner of Sugar Loaf &

Center Sts. north of the park)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 7: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

362-8994

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Fairview Park Church of Christ

11820 Fairview Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Carrow
225-8200

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Church of Christ

7115 West 65th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis J. Sharp
Res. (501) 565-0943

Study (501) 568-1062

MARSHALL, AR
Marshall Church of Christ

(North Central, AR)
Hwy. 27 N 1 Mi. from 65 Jct.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Prince
(870) 448-2055

PINE BLUFF, AR
Church of Christ
4700 W. 28th St.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10:  35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clarence W. Fell
(870) 879-2097

RUSSELLVILLE, AR
Church of Christ

709 E. 16th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Evening   6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday   7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  A.W. Goff
(501) 968-7010

or 968-6372

TEXARKANA, AR
Church of Christ
2301 Franklin Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Derek R. Chancellor
772-0746 

VAN BUREN, AR
Van Buren Church of Christ

711 Access Road
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Sexton
(501) 471-5801

ANTIOCH, CA
Church of Christ

126 Railroad Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Dial-a-Bible Moment  
(510)  706-WORD

Evangelist:  Glendol McClure
(510) 757-8318 or 754-7077

BAKERSFIELD, CA
Rosedale Church of Christ

3011 Allen Road
Worship   9: 30 A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Hilburn

CANOGA PARK, CA
(San Fernando Valley)

Church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Kilgo
348-2193 or 346-5853

FOLSOM, CA
Church of Christ
800 Reading St.

P.O. Box 492
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: David Posey
(916) 676-5298 or 933-5298

FREMONT, CA
Church of Christ

in the Centerville area
39354 Fremont Blvd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(510) 794-7659

FRESNO, CA
Northside Church of Christ

1190 W. Herndon Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jack Flad
(209) 224-1061 or 275-0850
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HEMET, CA

Church of Christ
203 W. Acacia Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(909) 925-1991

LOMA RICA, CA
Church of Christ

5150 Fruitland Road
Classes        9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Preaching 11: 35 A.M.
Tuesday   7: 00 P.M.

Elders: Terry Clayton
and R.H. Herrig

(916) 743-0211 or 742-6249

LONG BEACH, CA
Church of Christ

3433 Studebaker Rd.
Bible Study   9: 50 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Cultos En Espanol Tambien
(562) 420-2363 or 

420-9577

OCEANSIDE-VISTA, CA
Church of Christ

2020 Sunset Drive
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell C. Bell
(760) 940-8003

PASO ROBLES, CA
Church of Christ
3545 Spring St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dell Evans
(805) 238-1682 or 238-2564

PLEASANTON, CA
Church of Christ

1072 Serpentine Lane, St. #
Bible Classes      9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Richard Dowdy
(510) 484-4188

SAN BERNADINO. CA
Church of Christ

1354 Mountain View Ave.
(Exit off I-15 at Baseline, east to
Mt. View Ave., left for 2 blocks)

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Royce Bell

SANTA BARBARA, CA
Church of Christ

2310 Chapala Street
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(805) 682-7756

AURORA, CO
(Denver)

Boston St. Church of Christ
1297 Boston St.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hoyt Houchen
(303) 366-5283 or 805-4820

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Northeast Church of Christ

6660 Galley Rd.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger Hendricks
597-6661 or 591-9932

GOLDEN, CO
Westside Church of Christ

13789 West 8th Ave.
(½ mi. E. of Indiana St.)

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

233-5683

GRAND JUNCTION, CO
Valley Church of Christ

491 Sparn Road
P.O. Box 40531

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Andy Berendt
(970) 245-5112

IGNACIO, CO
Church of Christ
295 Burns Ave.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 1: 00 P.M.

(970) 563-9418 

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO
Church of Christ

Mounted Ranger Bldg.
San Juan Street

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Lungstrum
264-6119, 264,4729, 264-4236

WALLINGFORD, CT.
Church of Christ

1213 Old Colony Rd., Rt. 71
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Afternoon Call
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ed Smith
(203) 284-2171 or 235-5576

BRIDGEVILLE, DE
Kent-Sussex Church of Christ

116 Irons Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Tim Fannin (302) 934-8903
Jerry Marvel (302) 629-4211

Bill Dykes (302) 855-1305

BARTOW, FL
Church of Christ

550 West Main St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Vernon Love
(813) 533-7725 or 533-3563

BROOKSVILLE, FL
Church of Christ

604 W. Fort Dade Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  V.C. McCormick
(904) 796-9803

Church of Christ
2431 Fortune Rd.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Copeland
(407) 931-1725 or 348-0300

KISSIMMEE, FL
Downtown Church of Christ

“On the Internet”
churchofchrist-kiss-fl.com

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy de Klerk
(407) 344-9027

LAKE CITY, FL
Lakeview Church of Christ

U.S. 441 South
convenient to I-75

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 752-1506 or 935-2976

LAKELAND, FL
Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Church of Christ
2510 Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship   9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Marc W. Gibson
(941) 688-4336

LAKELAND, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

3900 South Pipkin Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Jamerson
(941) 644-9463 or 644-6080

HELP 
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LUTZ (Tampa), FL
S. Livingston Ave. Church of Christ

16812 Livingston Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Bill Fairchild (813) 632-6941  H.E. 
Phillips (813) 949-8232

MARY ESTHER, FL
Mary Esther Church of Christ

6 Lane Dr. (1 blk. N of
Hwy. 98 on Doolittle Blvd.)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(850) 244-2335

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
Church of Christ
512 Plumosa St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Swain
(407) 631-8314

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
North Courtenay Church of Christ

2455 N. Courtenay Pkwy.

CHIPLEY, FL
Church of Christ

680 3rd St. (P.O. Box 31)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

DUNDEE, FL
Dundee Church of Christ

4th and Main St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James C. Yaw
(941) 439-3280

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
Northside Church of Christ

912 NW 19th St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clinton D. Hamilton
(305) 763-1404

FORT MYERS, FL
N. Ft. Myers Church of Christ

200 Pine Island Rd.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Vernon Eugene Ford
(941) 997-3959 or 567-0819

FORT MYERS, FL
Southside Church of Christ

13641 Learning Ct.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David P.  Schmidt
433-2838 or 482-2158

FORT WALTON BEACH, FL
Northside Church of Christ

520 Mary Esther Cutoff
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  O. Fred Liggin
(904) 244-0031

FROSTPROOF, FL
Church of Christ

40 W. “A” St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Felix Salazar
(941) 635-2607

JACKSONVILLE, FL
Marietta Church of Christ

8150 Driggers St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jamie Rhoden
783-2690 or 781-5704

KEY LARGO, FL
Key Largo Church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.

33037 m.m. 100.5 on U.S. 1
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roland Fritz
(305) 451-1194

KISSIMMEE, FL

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jere Frost
                  (407) 452-8822 

MIAMI, FL
Flagler Grove Church of Christ

               (Nearest to Airport)  500 
N.W. 53rd Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gene Robinson
(305) 634-5924

MIAMI, FL
Miami Shores Church of Christ

10275 N.E. 2nd Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lamont White
and Denis Florestant

(305) 758-3036 or 624-1487

MIAMI, FL
N. Miami Church of Christ

13521 Memorial Hwy.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Fred Shewmaker
(305) 893-6909 or 685-3203

MIAMI, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

1450 S.W. 24th Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Alfred A. Reinhardt
856-8376 or 856-6486

MIDDLEBURG, FL
Church of Christ

3155 County Rd. 215
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 282-5616

OCALA, FL
Church of Christ

3900 S. Pine
(441, 301 & 27 S.)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Hudgins
(352) 694-2922

OKEECHOBEE, FL
Big Lake Church of Christ
1115 Southwest 3rd Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Herb Braswell
(941) 357-3089 or 467-1013

ORANGE PARK, FL
Orange Park Church of Christ

1365 Kingsley Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Artur Loeber
(904) 282-9047

ORLANDO, FL
Azalea Park Church of Christ

6800 Lake Underhill Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Scott Love
(407) 277-7931

ORLANDO, FL
Par St. Church of Christ

15 W. Par St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Rod Amanet
(407) 898-8601or 628-2995

ORLANDO, FL
S. Bumby Church of Christ

3940 S. Bumby 
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Robert Harkrider
and David Banning

(407) 851-8031 or 855-2670

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL
Beach Church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Witherington
(904) 234-2521 or 784-7999

PANAMA CITY, FL
Church of Christ
3339 Florida Ave.

(Between Baldwin Rd. & Hwy. 390)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Marvin Hudson
(904) 265-6539

PENSACOLA, FL
East Hill Church of Christ

2708 E. Nine Mile Rd.
at Camberwell Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sam Brinkley, Jr.
479-2130 or 477-5819

PENSACOLA, FL
Northside Church of Christ

4001 N. Ninth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joseph R. Mazter
(850) 432-0736

PERRY, FL
Perry Church of Christ

714 N. Calhoun St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rick Mott
(904) 584-2645 or 584-8902

PLANT CITY, FL
Plant City Church of Christ

315 N. Wilder Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary M. Ogden
(813) 752-2227 or 752-2771

ST. PETERSBURG, FL
Church of Christ

901 49th St. South
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Doug Barlar
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SARASOTA, FL
Church of Christ

2445 Fruitville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  James Hanaker
and Mickey Martin

755-1128

SEFFNER, FL
Church of Christ

621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gibson
813-684-1297

 HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TAMPA, FL
58th Street Church of Christ

12200 N. 58th St.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(813) 988-3380 or 988-4646

TARPON SPRINGS, FL
Tarpon Springs Church of Christ

570 E. Orange St.
(corner of Disston)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Dickens
(727) 938-3967 or 937-9327

UMATILLA, FL
Golden Triangle Church of Christ

210 Kentucky Avenue
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Assembly 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  James L. Yopp
(352) 669-8490 or 483-0363

ZEPHYRHILLS, FL
Church of Christ
5444 Fourth St.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Don Hastings
(813) 788-9587

ACWORTH, GA
Etowah Church of Christ

2714 Valleyhill Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff Winburn
(770) 974-2814

ENTERVILLE, GA
Centerville Church of Christ

250 Collins Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  J. Wiley Adams
(912) 922-1158 or 953-5217

MARTINEZ, GA
Martinez Church of Christ

201 Belair Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John M. Trigg
863-9744 

PINE MOUNTAIN VALLEY, GA
Church of Christ
Route 116 (near

Callaway Gardens)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229

VALDOSTA, GA
Church of Christ

4313 North Valdosta Rd.
(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 6 off I-75)

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Evangelist: William H. Sowder, Sr.

244-8630 or 794-2456

WARNER ROBINS, GA
Westside Church of Christ

1158 Willow
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paul Ayres
(912) 784-7078

BLACKFOOT, ID
Church of Christ
370 N. Shilling

P.O. Box 158-83221
Classes   1: 30 P.M.
Bible Study 2: 30 P.M.
Worship 3: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Thompson
(208) 785-5773 or 785-6168

WENDELL, ID
Church of Christ

801 E. Main
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.

(208) 536-6296

ABINGDON, IL
Abingdon Church of Christ

209 N. Main
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John B. Wilson
(309) 462-5368

BENTON, IL
Church of Christ

203 N. Central St. P.O. Box 12
(north of Wal-Mart

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ronald D. Grifffin
(618) 438-2911 or 439-4605

BRADLEY, IL
Church of Christ

1505 E. Broadway
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jon Quinn
(815) 932-9014 or 939-3315

BURBANK, IL
Burbank Church of Christ

8230 S. Laramie Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Charles Eads
(708) 423-6703

CHICAGO, IL
Northside Church of Christ

4440 W. Adams St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James R. Davis, Sr.
624-7599

CHICAGO, IL
Church of Christ

1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Donald Hawkins
333-4875 or 224-9279

EAST ALTON, IL
Church of Christ
450 E. Airline Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Parks
(618) 259-7532

GLEN ELLYN, IL
Church of Christ

796 Prairie, 60137
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(630) 858-2290 or 529-2149

PALATINE, IL
Church of Christ

(N.W. Chicago Suburb)
1050 N. Deer Ave.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Speer
(847) 991-1288

BLOOMINGTON, IN
Church of Christ
825 West 2nd St.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

332-0501

CLARKSVILLE, IN
Clarksville Church of Christ

407 W. Highway 131
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Elmo Wilson
Church building:(812) 944-2305

 Home: (812) 288-4206
Elders: 944-1878 or 948-9917

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN
Southside Church of Christ
.2 mile east of U.S. 231 on 

300 S. (Rt. 7, Box 323)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church Bldg: (765) 361-9812
James Page: (765) 362-9168

DANVILLE, IN

2849 East Main St.
Bible Classes 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Willis
Home Phone: (317) 272-0506

Building: (317) 745-4708

ELLETTSVILLE, IN
Church of Christ

303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Johnie Edwards
(812) 876-2285 or 336-4630

HAMMOND, IN
Woodmar Church of Christ

2133 169th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(219) 845-8942 

HOBART, IN
Church of Christ
300 N. Liberty St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Owens
(219) 942-2663

JAMESTOWN, IN
Church of Christ

(1 Mi. south of I-74)
Cor. Darlington & Mill Sts.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Denver Niemeier
(765) 676-6404 or (317) 852-7782

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Castleton Church of Christ

7701 East 86th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

485-7771 or 842-3613

KOKOMO, IN
Church of Christ

1217 S. Courtland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 10: 30 A.M.
 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Blackaby
(765) 453-2356

MUNCIE, IN
Church of Christ

301 N. Calvert Ave.
Bible Study     9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Hamilton
284-5299 or 286-5488

NEW ALBANY, IN
Silver St. Church of Christ

1101 Silver St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Thurs. Morning  10: 00 A.M. 

Evangelist:  Guy Roberson
945-0664 or 945-7874

NOBLESVILLE, IN
Noblesville Church of Christ

1008 S. 9th Street

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle Pope
(913) 631-6519 or 599-3692

TOPEKA, KS
Oakland Church of Christ

553 Wilson
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

235-8687 or 273-7977

WICHITA, KS
Westside Church of Christ

3500 S. Meridian
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike O’Neal
Elders: B. Allen, L. Westbrook
(316) 729-9302 or 838-6274 

ASHLAND, KY
Tri-State Church of Christ
1314 Montgomery Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Edwards
(606) 325-9742

BEAVER DAM, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.

Worship      10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study    After Worship 
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(7:30 during DST)
Evangelist:  Gary E. Bagwell

274-4451 or 274-4486

BOWLING GREEN, KY
West End Church of Christ

1609 Parkside Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dudley Ross Spears
(502) 842-7880 or 781-4947

CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY
Sunny Hill Dr.

Church of Christ
(near the Dairy Queen)

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(502) 789-1651 

DANVILLE, KY
385 E. Lexington Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists
Steve Wolfgang & Scott Vifquain

236-4204, 236-8506
or 238-0860

ELIZABETHTOWN, KY
Collegeview Church of Christ

611A College St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Bryant
737-5498 or 737-4188

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evengelist: H.L. Collett
(317) 773-8864 or 773-2321

 

OOLITIC, IN
Church of Christ

400 Lafayette Ave.
P.O. Box 34

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

279-4332

PEKIN, IN
Church of Christ

(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary L. Coles
967-3437 or 967-3520

RICHMOND, IN
Gaar Road Church of Christ

1835 Gaar Rd. (1 mi. S. of
I-70 off Hwy. 227)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Douglas R. Clark
(765) 935-2911

TRAFALGAR, IN
Spearsville Rd. Church of Christ

6244 W. 500W
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Perry Hurst 
(765) 349-7313

WEST LAFAYETTE, IN
Church of Christ

1850 Woodland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 15 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry J. Curry
(317) 463-9947 or 463-6409

DES MOINES, IA
Church of Christ

1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ron Anderson
262-6799

GRINNELL, IA
Church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Al Sandlin
(515)236-6052

alchar@aol.com
 

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LENEXA, KS
Lenexa Church of Christ

7845 Cottonwood
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
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ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

PASCAGOULA, MS
Chico Road Church of Christ

Corner of Scovel Rd.
& Chico Rd.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 762-9557

STARKVILLE, MS
Northside Church of Christ

1200 N. Montgomery St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

BLUE SPRINGS, MO
South Ave. Church of Christ

101 W. South Ave.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jim Bailey
(816) 228-9262

COLUMBIA, MO
Eastside Church of Christ

1510 Audubon
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

445-5497 or 443-0634

DONIPHAN, MO
Southside Church of Christ

Hwy. 142 E. ½ mile
(P.O. Box 220)

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(314) 996-3251 or 996-3513

FAIRGROVE, MO
Church of Christ

217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Bible Study  10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Walter Myers
(417) 859-2333

Joe Easterly: 759-2351

KAHOKA, MO
Westside Church of Christ

671 W. Thompson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  George Hickman
(660) 727-2090

KANSAS CITY, MO

Hickman Mills Church of Christ
11610 S. 71 Hwy.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(816) 331-6482

KANSAS CITY, MO
Nashua Church of Christ

11425 N. Main St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Broyles
(816) 532-4270 or 734-4142

KANSAS CITY, MO
Vivion Road Church of Christ

2026 N.E. Vivion Rd.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Kinzel
(816) 453-6157

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

$95.00 PER YEAR

GLASGOW, KY
East Main St. Church of Christ

106 Carnation Dr.
(across from Gorin Park)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Charles Holton, Evangelist
651-7141

HODGENVILLE, KY
South Lincoln Blvd. 

0.8 mi. south of Square  
on 31 E.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M

Jim Bickford: 358-4088
358-4352

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Indian Hills Church of Christ

116 Sequoia Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Cook
(502) 259-9727

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ

Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joey Cooper
259-4968

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church of Christ

3741 Taylorsville Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Humphries
499-9942 or 459-8730

LOUISVILLE, KY
Manslick Rd.Church of Christ

4724 E. Manslick Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Himmel
231-8435 

Office: 964-3624

LOUISVILLE, KY
Valley Station Church or Christ

1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Everette Hardin
937-2822

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

4401 West Broad St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sidney L. Shanks
502-772-3026 or 778-3254

OWENSBORO, KY
Westside Church or Christ

4201 Bent Tree Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Michael Thomas
(502) 683-4204 or 771-0000

OWENSBORO, KY
Southside Church or Christ

2920 New Hartford Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff Lankford
(502) 683-5386 or 684-8722

REGINA, KY
Road Creek Church or Christ
7 miles west of Elkhorn City

on Route 460 & Route 80
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(606) 754-9883, 754-8642
or 754-5398

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

1/4 mi. E. of I-65 or Hwy. 44
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Heath Rogers
(502) 543-4446

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Hebron Lane Church or Christ
Rt. 61 on Hebron Ln.1/4 mile

Sun. Morning 9: 00 A.M.
Sun. Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy Alexander
957-6845 or 957-5115

SOMERSET, KY
Southside Church or Christ

390 Old Monticello Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Art Ogden
(606) 679-5762 or 678-8005

TOMPKINSVILLE, KY
Lyons Chapel Church of Christ

Highway 100 East
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Lee
(502) 487-8448

BATON ROUGE, LA
Park Forest Church of Christ

9923 Sunny Cline Dr.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Crews
275-4684 or 273-1105

BOSSIER CITY, LA
Bossier Church of Christ

2917 Foster
Bible Study 9 : 30 A.M.
Worship 10 : 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Henderson
(318) 747-4308 or 868-9054 

LAKE CHARLES, LA
Southside Church of Christ

3919 Auburn St.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kenneth R. Hoyle
(318) 474-9122 or 474-9866

LEESVILLE, LA
White Park Church of Christ

17801 Nolan Trace
20 mi. from Fort Polk
(5 mi. W. of Leesville)

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(318) 239-4614

SHREVEPORT, LA
Twin Cities Church of Christ

203 Kay Lane
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: John West
(318) 797-0805 or 747-2766

STONEWALL, LA
N. DeSoto Church of Christ

172 Woolworth Rd. in Stonewall
(South of Shreveport)

Worship  9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

925-2831 or 925-2733

PORTLAND, ME
Church of Christ

856 Brighton Ave.
Maine Turnpike Exit 8

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 2: 00 P.M.

Call for mid-week assemblies
Evangelist:  Patrick Kelly

(207) 856-2909

ARBUTUS, MD
Arbutus Church of Christ

5205 East Dr., Suite D
(East Drive Shopping Center)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church phone: (410) 247-1396 or 
(410) 789-2080, 859-0116

SEVERN, MD
Southwest Church of Christ

805 Meadow Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(410) 551-6549 or 969-1420

RIVERDALE, MD
(Washington, D.C. area)

Wildercroft Church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dale Smelser
(301) 474-7460 or 464-9409

           

DECKERVILLE, MI
Church of Christ
2556 Maple St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Contact: Craig Thomas
(810) 648-5009 or 648-2515

ROSEVILLE, MI
South Macomb
Church of Christ
18551 Eastland

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(810) 775-4059

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

ST. CHARLES, MN
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 3: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Robert Lehnertz
(507) 534-2905 or 932-3521

ST. PAUL, MN
Summit Ave. Church of Christ

10 S. Grotto
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(612) 222-0872 or 738-7987

BOONEVILLE, MS
Church of Christ

101 Oakleigh Dr. Located on W. 
Chambers Dr., New Hwy. 4 By-pass

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship  10: 30 A.M.
Evening 4: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 728-3213 or 728-6345

COLUMBUS, MS
Woodlawn Church of Christ
359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Willis Logan
(601) 356-6629

GULFPORT, MS
Morris Rd. Church of Christ

located 1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd.
& 3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(228) 832-5529 

JACKSON, MS
Clinton Blvd. Church of Christ

5535 Clinton Blvd
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Leonard White
922-4957 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN, MS
Grandview Church of Christ

2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Frank Whidden
(601) 482-0543 (bldg.)

(601) 679-8542 or 483-3652

MERIDIAN, MS
7th St. Church of Christ

2914 7th St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: James Strickland
(601) 483-3101 or 483-4258
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“O What a Savior”

Lewis Willis

Marvin P. Dalton wrote a song in 1948 which conveys a powerful and 
beautiful message. Very seldom do we sing the song, but I would like to 
focus your attention on its words. 

Once I was straying in sin’s dark valley,
No hope within could I see;
They searched through heaven and found a Savior 
To save a poor lost soul like me.

He left the Father, with all His riches, 
With calmness sweet and serene,
Came down from heaven and gave his lifeblood
To make the vilest sinner clean.

Death’s chilly waters I’ll soon be crossing,
His hand will lead me safe o’er;
I’ll join the chorus in that great city,
And sing up there forevermore.

(chorus)
O what a Savior, O hallelujah,
His heart was broken on Calvary;
His hands were nailscarred, His side was riven,
He gave His lifeblood for even me.

What a Savior, indeed! All that we need, and all that we are unable to 
provide, our Savior has provided for us. 

The Greek word, soter, is translated “savior” and means deliverer, 
preserver (Vine 322). In classical Greek the term was applied to mighty 
men or rulers. In the Bible, however, it is applied to either God the Father 
or to Jesus Christ. 

In the O.T. only God was Savior. “I, even I, am the Lord; and beside 
me there is no saviour” (Isa. 43:11, cf. 45:21; Hos. 13:4). Israel under-
stood that their deliverance could only come through God. As a matter 
of fact, their greatest problem manifested itself when they sought to save 
themselves, or when they relied upon someone other than God for their 
preservation. Also, in the O.T., the term is not so much a title as it is a 
description of God’s action in behalf of his people. 

In the N.T. the term is never applied to a mere man. While sometimes 
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Editorial

The Call of Isaiah
Mike Willis

As one reads the prophets of the Old Testament, admiring their faith, 
sometimes he is unaware of the struggles they experienced in life. Jer-
emiah is not called “the weeping prophet” without reason. His life was 
hard. Hosea experienced the marital conflicts common to many others 
who have lived with an unfaithful spouse.

Isaiah is one of God’s most admired prophets. We are impressed with 
the messianic revelations given to him such as the prophecies of (a) the 
virgin birth (Isa. 7:14); (b) the miracles of Jesus (Isa. 35); (c) the harbin-
ger of Jesus (Isa. 40:3) and (d) the suffering servant (Isa. 53). However, 
we may forget what a heavy burden he was called upon to bear when 
he was called by God.

The Call of Isaiah
The call of Isaiah came in the “year that Uzziah died” (6:1). Uzziah 

was the king of Judah who became so filled with pride that he entered 
into the Temple to offer worship to the Lord, in place of the High 
Priest, and was smitten with leprosy (2 Chron. 26:16-21). As a result 
of his leprosy, he had to appoint his son Jotham to take care of official 
business, serving as his co-regent. Isaiah was called to his work in the 
year of Uzziah’s death. How often God’s call through the preaching of 
the gospel (2 Thess. 2:14) leading to one’s conversion or his decision 
to become a preacher is so momentous that one can remember exactly 
what circumstances surrounded it!

The call of Isaiah came in a  vision of God (6:1-4). He saw the Lord on 
his throne (6:1). His throne was lifted up. His train filled the Temple. He 
was attended by six-winged seraphim (6:2). The seraphim cried, “Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory” (6:3). 
The thrice repeated “holy” has been thought from ancient times to be a 
reference to the Trinity, as also indicated by the plural pronoun “us” to 
refer to God in 6:8. It is the Bible text from which the song, “Holy, Holy, 
Holy” was written. The foundations of the threshholds were shaken and 
the house was filled with smoke (6:4).

Isaiah’s Consciousness of Sin
The call of Isaiah made him deeply conscious of his sin. When God 

appeared to Isaiah, he said, “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” On the oc-
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continued next page

The Unteachables
Connie W. Adams

Jesus taught that there are some who are unteachable. They have 
imposed certain obstacles in their own way and until they remove them, 
the truth will not be appreciated by them. “Therefore speak I to them in 
parables: because seeing they see not; and hearing they hear not, neither 
do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophesy of Esaias, which 
saith, By hearing ye shall hear and shall not understand; and seeing ye 
shall see and shall not perceive: For this people’s heart is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed: lest 
at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I 
should heal them” (Matt.13:13-15).

With stopped ears, closed eyes and hardened hearts these were un-
teachable. They had the capacity to learn, but not the willingness. It is 
unfortunate that we yet have unteachables.

1. Prejudice has so blinded the minds of some that they will not be 
taught. Through campaigns of misinformation which dwell upon themes 
which are known to trigger de finite reactions against those who preach 
the truth, the minds of some are closed. During the period of rapid 
growth of the church in this country in the decades from 1820-1850, the 
advocates of denominational error coined a term which automatically 
incited an adverse reaction with some. “Campbellite” was the term. A 
further preju dicial appeal was made to the religion of the “fathers.” Some 
could not hear the sound of the truth for thinking, “This man condemns 
my parents.”

In the present hour prejudice is yet incited by some within the church 
by the use of epithets and the circulation of rumors which distort what 
honest brethren believe. The fear of being called “anti” has prompted 
some to align themselves with popular movements or causes among 
brethren. Have you closed your eyes to truth because of prejudice?

2. A conglomeration of errors and half-truths has congested the minds 
of some. Until these can be removed, such people are unteachable. Some 
of our brethren become unduly exercised over what they call too much 
“negative” teaching. Of course, all negative teaching would leave no time 
or occasion for impressing the positive ele ments of the gospel. Before a 
field can be plowed, planted and cultivated, it must be cleared of trees, 
roots, stumps, or rocks. I have tried to talk with Jehovah’s   Witnesses or 
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others whose minds were filled with such an abundance of 
misinformation or such a hodge-podge of half-truths that 
very little was accomplished.

Through the years an ignorance has beclouded the minds 
of many brethren and the minds of some are cluttered with 
concepts of denominationalism. Even basic principles, 
such as the way to establish scriptural authority, the realm 
of generics and specifics, the difference between collec-
tive and individual action, and elementary rules for the 
interpretation of Scripture, are commonly misunderstood. 
In order to teach some the truth it is necessary to start from 
“scratch,” lay again the foundation and step-by-step build 
thereon.

3. Know-it alls are unteachable until they decide that 
wisdom will not perish with them and that there just might 
be some truth they have not perceived or some truth which 

they have not fully comprehended. As one matures in 
Christ, his apprecia tion even of truths he has already known 
should be deepened and enhanced. Anytime we think we 
have no further need of study, and that we have a corner on 
truth, we need to study once again what humility is. “For if 
a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, 
he deceiveth himself” (Gal. 6:3).

We all need to study the Bible with open and honest 
hearts that the full light of truth may guide our feet. Let us 
not be of the number who are “ever learning, and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. 3:7).

(This article first appeared in The Enlightener, May 
1968)

Christ, it is absolutely essential that he be baptized. If not, 
why not?

3. Saves. Bible baptism and the blood of Christ are both 
said to have saving power. Paul wrote, “Much more then, 
being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him” (Rom. 5:9). The blood saves. But, 
baptism is also said to save. Jesus said, “He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). The apostle 
Peter penned, “The like figure whereunto even baptism 
doth also now save us . . .” (1 Pet. 3:21).

4. Connecting Bible Baptism With the Blood of Christ. 
Paul reminded the Romans, “Know ye not, that so many 
of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 
his death?” (Rom. 6:3). It was in his death that Jesus shed 
his blood (John 19:34). Bible baptism puts us into contact 
with the blood of Christ by putting us in his death where he 
shed his blood. It is in Bible baptism that a person reaches 
the blood of Christ and receives the remission of sins, has 
his sins washed away, and is saved. See the connection?

A failure to see the connection between Bible baptism 
and the blood of Christ has caused some to overlook the 
importance of Bible baptism. Have you been baptized?

P.O. Box 69 Brooks, Kentucky 40109

Bible Baptism and the Blood of Christ

John Isaac Edwards

Bible baptism and the blood of Christ go together. They 
are so closely related that one is of no value without the 
other. This writing is designed to help us see the connection 
between Bible baptism and the blood of Christ.

1. For The Remission Of Sins. In instituting the Lord’s 
supper, Jesus declared, “For this is my blood of the new 
testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins” (Matt. 26:28). Why did Jesus shed his blood? For the 
remission of sins. On the day of Pentecost, Jews convicted 
of sin asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 
2:37). They were instructed, “Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins . . .” (Acts 2:38). Why be baptized? For the remis-
sion of sins.

2. Washes Away Sins. Revelation 1:5 records, “Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood.” How is a person washed from his sins? In the blood 
of Christ. On the road to Damascus, the Lord told Saul of 
Tarsus, “Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee 
what thou must do” (Acts 9:6). In the city, Saul was told, 
“And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized, and 
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 
22:16). According to this verse, how is a person washed 
from his sins? By being baptized. Therefore, in order for 
a person to have his sins washed away by the blood of 

115 N. Brandywine Ct., Salem, Indiana 47167
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To be born again is to be saved, to be delivered from the 
power of darkness (Col. 1:13). To be born again is to be 
obedient to the gospel, baptized into Christ (1 Cor. 12:13; 
1 Pet. 1:22-25; 3:21). The Colossians were in the kingdom, 
hence, they had been born again (John 3:3, 5; Col. 1:13). 
They had been “baptized into Christ,” having been “buried 
with him in baptism” and made alive in the forgiveness of 
their sins (Col. 2:12, 13).  

We “must” obey the gospel in order to be saved, for God 
shall take vengeance on them “that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess. 1:8; cf. Rom. 2:8, 9). If 
you are not in the kingdom of Christ, you are in darkness 
(Col. 1:13). If you die in that condition, you will be cast into 
“outer darkness,” into everlasting torment (Matt. 25:30, 41, 
46). Therefore, “Ye must be born again”!

Must Number Three: Worship “Must”  
Be In Spirit And In Truth  

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).  
God, the right object of worship, must be worshiped 

with the proper attitude in accordance with his word. This 
has always been true (Josh. 24:15). Man cannot determine 
his own way (Jer. 10:23). The ways of man are not God’s 
ways (Isa. 55:8, 9). Though man’s ways of worship may 
appear holy and devout, they are the ways of death (Prov. 
14:12; Matt. 7:22, 23; 15:9, 13, 14).  

We are not under the law, the fleshly covenant and 
kingdom, of Moses; rather, we are under the law of the 
Spirit, the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16; 8:2). We walk not 
in the shadow but in the substance (Col. 2:14-16). In the 
true tabernacle, the sure and certain sanctuary of God, we 
“must” worship God, observing all that he has commanded 
through his Son, Jesus Christ (Matt. 17:5; 28:18-20; Heb. 
1:1, 2).   

Three “Musts”
Larry Ray Hafley

Must Number One: Jesus “Must”  
Die On The Cross

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life 
(John 3:14, 15). 

In order for man to be saved, Jesus had to die, for “with-
out shedding of blood is not remission,” no forgiveness 
of sins (Heb. 9:22). Hence, he “must” be lifted up on the 
cross. It was only by being lifted up that he could draw all 
men unto himself (John 12:32). Indeed, he “was delivered 
for our offenses, and was raised again for our justification” 
(Rom. 4:25).   

Must Number Two: “Ye ‘Must’ Be Born Again”
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God (John 3:3). Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God (John 
3:5). Ye must be born again (John 3:7). 

4626 Osage, Baytown, Texas 77521 LarryHafley@com-
puserve.com

Meredith’s Big Book  
of Bible Lists

Combines two earlier volumes — Meredith’s Book 
of Bible Lists and Meredith’s Second Book  of 

Bible Lists. Described as “the ultimate 
collection of Bible facts,” this book contains 
nearly 400 intriguing and enlightening lists.

Price — $9.99

Call: 1-800-428-0121
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ing character in our children! One would have to be blind 
and deaf to not know about the shootings that have gone on 
in schools all over this country in recent months. What is 
the problem? Is it the guns? No, sir! The problem is char-
acter! There have been many people in this country who 
have grown up with guns in the house (this author being 
one) who would never have thought about using a gun to 
kill another person! Parents and grandparents are shirking 
their responsibilities, and are allowing others to teach and 
train their children! (This includes the schools, peers, and 

even the TV!) This just furthers 
the problem.

What does the Bible say? 
God teaches that parents have 
a God-given responsibility to 
teach and train their children 
(especially fathers, Eph. 6:1-4). 
Timothy was a man who knew 
the Scriptures “from a child” 
thanks to the training of his 
mother and grandmother (2 Tim. 
1:5; 3:15). Teaching right from 
wrong is not only the responsi-
bility of parents to children, but 
also older men and women must 

teach the younger. Please read Titus 2:1-8 and see that the 
elders among us have a responsibility to teach the younger, 
not just anything, but holy and good behavior, speaking 
sound words, doing good works, being obedient, sober 
minded, etc.

In truth, this has always been God’s plan. Adam and Eve 
had to teach their children to love and respect God (Gen. 
4:1-3). Moses told the Israelites: “And thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy might. And these words, which I command 
thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach 

Developing Character in Our Children

Jarrod Jacobs

In our last article, we discussed the fact that people 
needed to change their character if society is to truly 
change for the better. We learned that this was the only 
true way to stop so much of the sinful behavior that is 
prevalent today. Jail terms and tougher sentences may have 
an effect (and there is no question that there are those who 
belong in jail, never to return to society; and others who 
rightfully deserve to die for their crimes, Rom. 13:4), but 
at best we are merely treating the symptoms of society’s 
problems, and not the real cause of the problem. Thus, a 
change in character is needed. When 
people change their character, what 
God says will be enough. They will 
respect and follow God’s word both 
morally and doctrinally. They will 
respect God’s will and will follow 
it as closely as possible, not asking 
“where’s the line?” In this article, 
we wish to discuss developing the 
proper character in our children.

Why is this study necessary? 
Consider the fact that this last school 
year, a teacher had her students do a 
role play. In order for them to better 
understand about society and our 
economy, etc. she had her students use “pretend” money 
to “buy” certain things as needed. They would learn to 
budget, and learn that once the money is gone, then it is 
gone (just like in the real world!).  Before they began, one 
little girl asked if there was going to be any “child support” 
for them (keep in mind, this is a young girl, 7-8 years old!). 
When the answer was an emphatic “No!” she then asked 
if there would be any “welfare.” Again, the answer was 
“No!” While we may chuckle at this at first, the question 
is, where did this young girl come up with the idea for 
“child support” and “welfare”? Answer this question and 
you’ll see why it is so important that we discuss develop-
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them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest 
up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou 
shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy 
gates” (Deut. 6:5-9). Believe it or not, this is practiced today 
by all parents, and truly they are teaching their children 
when they are walking, resting, rising up in the morning, 
etc. The question is what are they teaching their children? 
Many are not teaching children the values and standards 
laid out by God!

Friends and brethren, what are your children being 
taught? Are they being taught that revenge is acceptable, or 
are they being taught “Whosoever shall smite thee on thy 
right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Matt. 5:39)? Are 
they being taught “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance 
is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Rom. 12:19)? Are we 
taking responsibility, or are we shirking our responsibility 
by allowing others to teach and mold these young minds 
who will take our place in the future? Keep in mind that if 
we are guilty of shirking our responsibilities, what do you 
think our children are learning to do?

Are our children being taught that there is punishment 
for wrong doing? So many, including Christians, refuse 
to reprimand and discipline their children. Some are more 
worried about harming their self-esteem, than they are 
about that child losing his soul! Where are the boundaries/
barriers that children need? When do you tell your child 
“No!”? God, as a Father tells us, his children, that there 
are boundaries and barriers. We cannot do “anything” (not 
even in the “free” USA!). God tells us that we are “fenced 
in” by his word, and cannot go beyond what he has said (2 
John 9). It is acceptable and reasonable to expect a parent 
to spank a child at times for his unruly behavior. God says 
that it is necessary for him to “spank” (i.e., reprimand/
correct) us at times (Heb. 12:5-12). Therefore, physical 
parents also have this responsibility toward their children 
(Heb. 12:9-10). God says: “Foolishness is bound in the 
heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far 
from him” (Prov. 22:15). “He that spareth his rod hateth 
his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes 
(i.e., diligently, promptly, early)” (Prov. 13:24). When 
parents correct their children (through spanking, scolding, 
depriving of privileges, etc.) then the children learn how 
to behave in civilized society. Parents need to show love 
for their children, not only through positive reinforcement, 
but also though negative actions which show that they love 
their children too much to just let them go and “sow their 
wild oats.” (Remember: Gal. 6:9; Hos. 8:7.) “The rod and 
reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth 
his mother to shame” (Prov. 29:15). “He that wasteth his 
father, and chaseth away his mother, is a son that causeth 

shame, and bringeth reproach” (Prov. 19:26).

Developing character in children does not start when 
they are fifteen or sixteen years old. It doesn’t start when 
they are five, six, or seven years old, either! It starts from 
day one! It is said that the way a child behaves when he is 
nine or ten is a direct result of how he was brought up from 
ages one-five! I believe that. It is not enough to “sire” a 
child, you must be a parent as well! Too many, even among 
our brethren are shirking this great responsibility. Children 
cannot be left to themselves to raise themselves. When 
this happens, we end up with adults who are unruly, who 
do not know how to follow rules, are selfish, and will not 
respect any type of authority (including God’s authority)! 
Why should they? They didn’t have to respect authority 
when they were growing up; why should they respect 
authority now that they have become adults and are on 
their own? I understand that there are some exceptions, 
but they are too few and far between for someone to say, 
“See, this works.”

Conclusion
Brethren and friends, what are you doing to help develop 

the character of the younger generation? Have you already 
given up? I hope not! There is much work to do, and we 
must not be lax in our duties. Neglect is what has gotten us 
into this situation today. Let us do what we can to remedy 
the situation!

For all that has been said, it is clear that people will make 
their own choices. We are all free-moral agents, so some 
may turn away from that which is right because they want 
to do so despite what has been done for them. At the same 
time, doesn’t it make sense that if you train up a child in the 
right ways of the Lord, when the time comes, he will make 
the right decisions (Prov. 22:6)? Of course, this is true. Let 
us be found doing all we can to develop the proper character 
in our children, not by following pop-psychology or other 
foolish things, but by going to the Bible, and letting God 
tell us how to raise our children. God, our Father, has told 
us the best way to raise our children if we will just listen 
to him. Will you listen to God?

2155 Sunset Dr., White Bluff, Tennessee 37187
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real interest in studying and learning, make little or no effort 
to come to Bible study, don’t care to know what the text 
means or how it applies, indifference is a problem. Every 
person that I have talked to who has quit serving the Lord, 
has said that they quit studying their Bibles long before.

Not bothered by sin. Those who fear God hate sin (Prov. 
8:13) and depart from it (Prov. 16:6). When Christians 
are not disturbed by sin in their own life or that of others, 
indifference is indeed a problem.

 
Not bothered by false doctrine. David said that rivers 

of waters ran down his eyes because some had not kept the 
law of God (Ps. 119:136). God’s people, who love the law 
of God, are bothered when false doctrine is taught. How-
ever, there are Christians who are not bothered by uncertain 
sounds being given. Furthermore, they don’t want to hear 
any warning about it. Indifference indeed!

Not concerned about the lost. When we care little about 
approaching the lost about the gospel of Christ, apathy is 
well under way in our lives (cf. Mark 16:15).

3. Missing services. It may begin with an occasional 
absence. Maybe we start with allowing our work schedule 
to keep us away. It may bother us at first, then we adjust to 
the idea. Later we may miss once in a while to do something 
else we want to do. It is now becoming easier to miss even 
more. It may start with missing Bible study or Wednesday 
evening, then Sunday night and so on.

Every service we miss, we miss out on that much spiri-
tual growth. Thomas missed what the other disciples gained 
when he was not there (John 20:20-28). If by being present 
we are built up and edified (Heb. 10:25; Eph. 5:19), then 
if we miss, we are made that much weaker.

Do you forsake the assembling (Heb. 10:25) for reasons 
that are within your control? If so, you are indifferent.

consider four signs that point to apathy.

1. A loss of zeal. Dedicated people have a burning zeal. 
They are fervent in spirit (Rom. 12:11). Their hearts burn 
within then as the two who were on the road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24:32). However, it is possible to lose that fire of 
enthusiasm. The church at Ephesus had left its first love 
(Rev. 2:4-5).

Judah, both before and after the exile, let their service 
deteriorate into a weary routine that demanded no real 
effort. Isaiah said their fear toward God had become “tradi-
tion learned by rote” (Isa. 29:13, NASV). Malachi rebukes 
the remnant for offering inferior sacrifices (blind, lame, and 
sick) to God (1:6-2:17).

When a church has some members who have either 
lost or never had zeal, it has a problem with indifference. 
Some Christians are not excited about the salvation they 
have in Christ. Some are not enthused about worshiping the 
Almighty. Some are not fired up about the hope of eternal 
life. When your service to God is a “ho-hum, no big deal” 
thing, your fire has gone out!

In C.S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters (a fictional account 
of one devil’s instructions to another on how to destroy 
a Christian) Screwtape instructs Wormwood: “If you can 
once get him to the point of thinking that ‘religion is all 
very good up to a point’, you can feel quite happy about 
his soul. A moderated religion is as good for us as no re-
ligion at all.”

2. A loss of spiritual interest. Waning interest in spiritual 
matters easily follows a loss of zeal. There are several indi-
cators that our desire for the spiritual has decreased.

A lack of desire for the word. All Christians ought to 
have the same thirst for the word that babies have for their 
milk (1 Pet. 2:1-2). David wrote at length about his love and 
desire for God’s word (Ps. 119). When Christians have no 

Indifference (3)

Signs Of Indifference
How can I tell if I am indifferent? Furthermore, how can I see that there is indifference within the local church? Let’s 

Donnie V. Rader
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4. Consumed with secular interest. This life is merely a 
land we are passing through (Heb. 13:14). That means that 
secular things are temporary and rank far below spiritual 
matters.

When our secular concerns overshadow and crowd out 
the spiritual, it indicates that we have a problem with indif-
ference. When we don’t have time to worship or study our 
Bibles, we are plagued with indifference. When making 
money is more important than spiritual concerns, we have 
a problem. When having fun is pushed ahead of serving the 
Lord, indifference is taking its toll.

These principles will help us as we examine ourselves 
(2 Cor. 13:5).
408 Dow Dr., Shelbyville, Tennessee 37160

“What shall we say then?” If members of denomina-
tions are in the audience, shall we expect the preacher to 
avoid preaching on the identity and purpose of the Lord’s 
church because the denominational world teaches, “one 
church is good as another,” or for fear of “embarrassing 
our visitors” or being accused of “blasting denomina-
tions”? “God forbid” — Matthew 16:18; Acts 20:28; 
Ephesians 2:21, 22; 4:1-16; 5:22-33.

“What shall we say then?” If we have evolutionists or 
atheists in the audience, shall we avoid teaching that God 
exists and that He is the creator of all things, because of 
the prejudice of evolutionists and atheist? “God forbid” 
— Genesis 1-2; Psalms 8:3, 4; 40:5; 74:17; 95:5; 100:3; 
104:24, 30; Isaiah 40:28; 43:7; John 1:3; Acts 17:24-29; 
Romans 1:19, 20: Colossians 1:16. 

“What shall we say then?” If immoral people are in 
the audience, shall we avoid preaching “repentance for 
the remission of sins” because they may be prejudiced 
regarding certain moral issues such as adultery, forni-
cation, homosexuality, polygamy, abortion, drinking 
alcohol, stealing, etc.? “God forbid” — Matthew 5:32; 
19:9; Romans 1:21-32; 1 Corinthians 6:9-20; 7:1, 2; 
Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 4:28; Colossians 3:1-10; 
1 Peter 4:1-4.

 
“What shall we say then?” We must declare “all the 

counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). We must “preach the word; 
be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke and 
exhort with all long suffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2). 
If we seek to please men, we will not be the servants of 
Christ (Gal. 1:10). We must “speak the truth in love” and 
teach all things commanded by God for man to do (Eph. 
4:15; Matt. 28:19, 20; John 14:15, 21; 15:10; 1 John 5:1-3; 
Rev. 22:14). Now, what will you say then?

                                 

“What Shall We Say Then?”

Glendol McClure

Recently, a preacher who was invited to hold a gospel 
meeting was asked by the preacher of the congregation 
inviting him what he thought about having the meeting in a 
neutral place and not mentioning the name of the church due 
to prejudice on the part of denominational people. Is such a 
method boldly preaching the gospel of Christ to a lost and 
dying world as Jesus and his apostles did? Consider this:

“What shall we say then?” If a Jew is in the audience; 
shall we avoid preaching “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” 
because of the prejudice of Jews (1 Cor. 2:2)? “God forbid” 
— Mark 8:38; Romans 1:16; 9:33; 2 Timothy 1:12.

“What shall we say then?” If a Muslim is in the audience, 
shall we avoid teaching the Deity of Christ because of the 
prejudice of Muslims? “God forbid” — Matthew 10:32, 33; 
Acts 8:37; Romans 10:17; 1 John 4:2, 3, 15; 5:1.
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4:6), he can loosen his grip on this earthly existence in the 
confidence that a better one awaits.

Rejection of Jesus’ Deity
Late on a hot Sunday afternoon we stopped at a roadside 

store to buy soft drinks and found Ernest Will the proprietor 
sitting outside, interested in talking. He immediately made 
known his belief in “Jehovah” but not in Jesus as divine. He 
made confusing reference to some of the tenets of Islam, but 
he also betrayed non-Islamic convictions. Ernest did refer 
to Isaiah’s majestic description of Jehovah in Isaiah 44:6: 
“Thus saith Jehovah, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, 
Jehovah of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; besides 
me there is no God.” 

After his confusing statements, which made it clear that 
he was unclear in his beliefs, I asked him about Isaiah’s at-
tribution of deity to Jesus in 7:14. Did not Jehovah call the 
Messiah here Immanuel (God with us) through the prophet? 
Could not the prophet speak credibly concerning Jesus, just 
as he did about Jehovah? If we can believe his testimony 
about one of these matters, why can we not also accept it 
on the other matter? Think about this matter, friend, and 
understand that your faith in Christ is well supported by 
the testimony of God himself, who knows better than the 
skeptic, the agnostic, or the atheist. He also is the One who 
thundered from heaven, “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased. Hear Him” (Matt. 17:5). Ernest said that 
he would study this passage. Will you?

Divorce — A Serious Matter
Gregorio Huerera seemed anxious to find Dana Whisler 

after seeing his car along the side of the road. He located 
him in a nearby house, where some of us were studying 
the Scriptures with some new converts. He was happy to 
be able to ask about a marriage that the Adventists were 
advising him to finalize to the woman with whom he had 
been living. Gregorio knew enough of the Bible to be 
skeptical of their advice, for he wanted to know more about 
marrying this Adventist woman who had been previously 

Belizean Briefs
Bobby L. Graham

The following brief meditations were prompted by ex-
periences the writer had in a recent fifteen-day trip to the 
Central American country of Belize, the former British 
Honduras. The Lord’s work is going well there, guided 
by Dana Whisler and Jesse Hightower, its pioneer who 
soon will move to Guatemala to proclaim the gospel to its 
people. Dana and his family remain there as dedicated and 
beloved servants of God. Remember them in prayer and in 
financial support as you can.

Fear of Exile
One of the early contacts with whom we studied after 

arriving in Corozal, Belize, was Felipe Cruz. Felipe is from 
Guatemala but lives near Orange Walk, which is south of 
Corozal. His little abode is quite humble compared to our 
American style of residence. It consists of numerous tree-
trunk poles gathered from the bush and placed side-by-side 
with a thatch roof overhead, making a quite cool residence 
for those hot Belizean days.

Quite content with his meager possessions in this foreign 
land, to which he had brought his family to escape an ear-
lier Guatemalan conflict, Felipe was very much concerned 
about a threatened exile of non-citizens to their native 
countries. In his latter years such an upheaval in life could 
be quite upsetting and unsettling. It should be reported to 
his credit that Felipe, not yet a Christian, did not allow 
this fear of exile to hinder his study of the Bible and his 
travel to the meeting place of the Corozal congregation to 
study more.

The Christian is not unlike Felipe in his unsettled con-
dition in relation to this world and to his own country. 
Here he has no permanent abiding place; he is an alien, a 
stranger, and a pilgrim. He looks for a city, whose builder 
and maker is God. All of his hopes and confidence relate 
to the heavenly land, not to this passing scene. He must 
abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul (Heb. 
11; 1 Pet. 2:11). When the child of God does have to dis-
embark in death (for such is nature of his departure, 2 Tim. 
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married and divorced.

When Dana referred him to Matthew 19 and he read 
some of the verses for himself, particularly verse 9, he 
seemed to chuckle a bit and remarked, “This is serious.” 
It is dead serious, so much so that Jesus advised becom-
ing a eunuch for the sake of the kingdom a bit later! Is it 
a serious matter to you? Would you ask about marriage 
before planning it? Does it make a difference to you that 
God has declared some people ineligible for marriage? Are 
you that concerned about pleasing God? God has spoken 
on this matter, and doing right demands pleasing him, not 
just going through some forms or observing some exter-
nals. We serve God and honor Christ only from the heart 
(Matt. 22:37).

Security
Johnny Mash is not a Christian, but he and his wife have 

shown some interest in God’s will and Word. During a study 
in his tiny, elevated house I noticed a deadbolt lock on the 
front door. He obviously wanted to secure his residence as 
much as possible in a country where thievery abounds. Jose 
Morales slept in his unfinished, one-room, concrete-block 
house to guard what he already had.

Protecting one’s investment, keeping what one has: it 
sounds familiar, doesn’t it? For this reason people insure 
their houses, cars, voices, and other things valuable to them. 
Ought we not to exercise even more care for our spiritual 
possessions?

Our faith, hope, and salvation far outweigh any earthly 
belonging, but we frequently disregard them in the deci-
sions and choices we make. Warnings to take heed, beware, 
and hold on are sounded in the Bible to urge people to 
protect their spiritual security. Salvation can be lost (1 
Cor. 9:27; 10:12). The Lord also admonished such spiritual 
guarding in Revelation 3:2 and 11. “Establish the things 
that remain, that were ready to die.”

“Hold fast that which thou hast, that no one take thy 

crown.” Which do we value more highly, as reflected in 
our spiritual alertness and diligence — our material pos-
sessions or our soul’s salvation?

The Day When Everything Went Right
On our first trip into Mexico from Corozal, just nine 

miles from the border, we experienced the typical hassle of 
border crossings on a hot and sultry day, bumpy and dusty 
roads part of the way, a car filled with passengers, poor driv-
ing, the distrust of the moneychangers who waited at the 
border to give us pesos for our dollars, and a traffic ticket in 
Mexico for making an improper turn. All of this was but a 
precursor of what was coming — no Little Debbie products 
at the Chetumal grocery store, which is supposed to have 
those American products that so many of us want. On the 
way home there were additional problems — a locked gas 
cap which would not come off at the gas station (it had to 
be forced off back in Corozal), forcing us to drive some 
15 miles with little gasoline in the tank, and then locking 
the car keys in the trunk after getting back close to home. 
The thought did occur to me that nothing was going our 
way on that day.

Upon further thought, I realized that no one/nothing had 
really been hurt, lost, or stolen. The problems all related 
to things that didn’t matter very much. Things that matter 
the most went right that day. In reality, a day when much 
seemed to go wrong was a day when everything went 
right.

After refusing to become a judge in an inheritance 
dispute between two brothers, Jesus warned us all: “Take 
heed and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life does not 
consist of the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15). 
If we keep ourselves from this and other excessive material 
concerns, we will be able to focus on what really counts in 
life — God, his Word, our faith and practice, and helping 
others along the heavenly journey (Matt. 6:33).

bobbylgraham@juno.com
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The temple in Jerusalem had valu-
able use. It was the center of Jewish 
worship and God put his name there 
(1 Kings 9:3). In the days of Christ’s 
earthly ministry the temple was 
treated with abuse. Our Master cast 
out all who were buying and selling, 
overthrew the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of them that 
sold doves, reminding them, “It is 
written, My house shall be called the 
house of prayer; but ye have made it a 
den of thieves” (Matt. 21:12, 13).

Let us now consider the subject of 
use and abuse as it applies to other 
things. 

The Bible
Use of the Bible: God’s word has 

valuable use in a number of ways. 

1. It is a lamp and a light. Dark-
ness is a fitting emblem of ignorance, 
wickedness, and the whole realm of 
evil. We need light to guide us in a 
world that lies in darkness. With the 
psalmist we can say, “Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path.” “The entrance of thy words 
giveth light . . .” (Ps. 119:105, 130). 
The Bible should be used to enlighten 
our understanding and to guide our 
footsteps.

2. It produces faith. Signs per-
formed by Jesus were written “that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing 

Use And Abuse

Irvin Himmel
  

Anything that has legitimate and 
beneficial use may be subjected to 
abuse. By abuse is meant improper 
treatment, harmful employment, 
mishandling, or inappropriate ap-
plication.

The Israelites became discouraged 
when they had to detour around the 
land of Edom. They spoke against 
God and against Moses. The Lord 
punished them by sending fiery 
serpents among them. Many people 
were bitten and died. Moses prayed 
and the Lord told him to make a fiery 
serpent and set it upon a pole. Anyone 
bitten by a fiery serpent could look on 
the serpent of brass and live (Num. 
21:4-9). The brazen serpent had ap-
propriate use. God appointed it to test 
the faith of the people. It is referred 
to in John 3:14,15. As Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wildemess, so 
must the Son of man be lifted up. By 
looking to Jesus in trusting faith we 
are promised eternal life.

Hundreds of years after the time of 
Moses the good king Hezekiah initi-
ated needed reforms in the Kingdom 
of Judah. He removed the high places, 
destroyed images, and attempted to 
clean out idolatry. The brazen ser-
pent had been kept as a relic but was 
subjected to abuse. The people were 
burning incense to it, treating it as an 
idol. Hezekiah correctly broke it in 
pieces (2 Kings 18:1-3). That which 
had been divinely authorized for a 
particular use long before had been 
employed improperly.

God’s Word Has 
Valuable Use:

• It is a lamp and a light.
• It produces faith.
• It is for doctrine   
 (teaching), reproof,   
 correction, and           
 instruction in  
 righteousness.
• It is the Spirit’s sword  
 to combat sin and  
 error.
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ye might have life through his name” 
(John 20:30, 31). Faith comes by hear-
ing the word of God (Rom. 10:17). 
Faith is not dependent on a direct out-
pouring of the Spirit or some mystical 
operation. God designed that we use 
the Bible to produce faith.

3. It is for doctrine (teaching), re-
proof, correction, and instruction in 
righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). When 
the God-breathed Scriptures are put 
to use, the man of God is thoroughly 
equipped for all good works. There is 
no need for human creeds, catechisms, 
confessions of faith, church manuals, 
etc.

4. It is the Spirit’s sword to combat 
sin and error. Every Christian needs to 
use the sword of the Spirit “which is 
the word of God” (Eph. 6:17). Study 
Hebrews 4:12 and be reminded that 
God’s word is living and active. The 
fight against evil must be relentless.

Abuse of the Bible: It is regrettable 
that some people abuse the Bible.

1. Some speak evil of the way of 
truth. Peter forewarned that false 
teachers would bring in damnable 
heresies, “and many shall follow 
their pernicious ways; by reason of 
whom the way of truth shall be evil 
spoken of” (2 Pet. 2:1, 2). When Paul 
and Barnabas preached in Antioch of 
Pisidia, unbelieving Jews contradicted 
and blasphemed (Acts 13:45). To-
day, some abuse the Bible by openly 
contradicting it, by belittling it, by 
ridiculing those who attempt to teach 
it and live by it, and by scoffing at 
it as a book outdated and filled with 
legends and myths.

2. Some wrest the Scriptures. Peter 
acknowledged that in Paul’s epistles 
are some things hard to be understood, 
“which they that are unlearned and un-
stable wrest, as they do also the other 
scriptures, unto their own destruction” 
(2 Pet. 3:16). To “wrest” means to 
twist, torture, or distort. Some mod-
ern preachers are skilled at Scripture 
twisting. Instead of such abuse of the 

word of God, there should be a careful 
rightly dividing or handling aright of 
the word (2 Tim. 2:15).

3. Some alter the word of God. 
Moses warned, “Ye shall not add 
unto the word which I command you, 
neither shall ye dimish aught from it . 
. .” (Deut. 4:2).

The same principle is taught in 
Revelation 22:18, 19. It is an abuse 
of the Bible to add the doctrines and 
commandments of men, to subtract 
what one may dislike, or to substitute 
human philosophy, theological specu-
lations, and man-made traditions.

The Name Christian
Use of the name Christian: The 

name has legitimate and meaningful 
use when properly applied.

1. It identifies one as an adherent of 
Christ. At Antioch in Syria, Paul and 
Barnabas assembled themselves with 
the church and taught much people: 
“And the disciples were called Chris-
tians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26). 
Later when Paul preached to King 
Agrippa, he asked, “King Agrippa, be-
lievest thou the prophets? I know that 
thou believest.” Agrippa answered, 
“Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian” (Acts 26:27, 28). Although 
Agrippa may have spoken in derision, 
Paul was in earnest about converting 
the king. He wanted Agrippa to be a 
Christian. The name signifies that one 
is a follower of Christ, an adherent 
of Christ. 

2. It is a badge of honor and glory. 
Peter told the suffering saints, “If ye 
be reproached for the name of Christ, 
happy are ye . . .” There is neither 
honor nor glory in suffering because 
one is a murderer, a thief, an evil-
doer, or a busybody. “Yet if any man 
suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed; but let him glorify God on 
this behalf” (1 Pet. 4:14-16). James 
alluded to those who “blaspheme that 
holy name by the which ye are called” 
(Jas. 2:7).

Abuse of the name Christian: No 
name is subjected to more abuse than 
the name Christian.

1. “One born of Christian par-
ents.” This is one of the definitions of 
the name Christian given in Webster’s 
Unabridged Dictionary. The fact that 
one’s parents were Christians when he 
was born does not make him a Chris-
tian. Being a Christian in the Bible 
sense is an individual matter.

2. Some apply the name to any 
neighborly, decent, respectable per-
son. If one is morally upright and acts 
in a civilized manner toward others, 
some would pronounce him a fine 
Christian. If that is the case, Corne-
lius, the centurion, was a Christian 
before he ever heard the gospel! It 
takes more to be a Christian than being 
neighborly and respectable.

3. Some abuse the name Christian 
by applying it to nations, cultures, 
denominations, camps, schools, 
charities, music, bookstores, journals, 
radio and TV stations, publishing 
companies, burial services (“He 
is entitled to a Christian burial,” 
whatever that is), performing groups, 
associations, conventions, counseling 
services, day-care centers, hospitals, 
and numerous other human organiza-
tions and arrangements. This wide 
spread abuse has made the name 
Christian rather vague and meaning-
less, whereas it had definite meaning 
in the apostolic age.

Prayer
Use of prayer: According to the 

word of God, prayer is useful.

1. It is to express praise and 
thanksgiving. Jesus taught the dis-
ciples to pray, “Our Father which art 
in heaven, Hallowed be thy name” 
(Matt. 6:9). The name of God is to be 
revered and exalted. Paul cautioned 
against anxiety, urging that “in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). It 
is fitting that prayer be used for giving 
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praise, adoration, and thanks to God. 

2. It is to make known our requests unto God. 
Prayer is our open line to the throne of grace. 
Our Father wants us to bring our petitions to that 
throne.

3. It is for intercessions. “I exhort therefore, 
that, first of all, supplications, prayers, interces-
sions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men” 
(1 Tim. 2:1). When Peter was in prison “prayer 
was made without ceasing of the church unto 
God for him” (Acts 12:5). It is right to use prayer to make 
intercession on behalf of kings, rulers, brethren in the Lord, 
and others for whom we should pray.

4. It is to ask forgiveness. Simon believed and was 
baptized after Philip preached Christ in Samaria. He later 
sinned by attempting to buy the special power that the 
apostles had. Peter rebuked him and entreated him, “Repent 
therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps 
the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee” (Acts 
8:22). Jesus taught that we should pray for forgiveness of 
our sins (Luke 11:4). When a child of God sins, prayer is 
to be used as the means of confessing to God and asking 
for pardon.

Abuse of prayer: It is certainly possible that one might 
abuse prayer.

1. Praying to be seen of men is an abuse. Christ warned 
that we should not be as the hypocrites. They loved to 
pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the 
streets. They prayed to be seen of men. Their full reward 
was whatever satisfaction they may have derived from the 
attention and applause of men. The correct aim in prayer is 
to be heard of God, not to be seen of men (Matt. 6:5, 6).

2. Some use vain repetitions. “But when ye pray, use not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they 
shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore 
like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye 
have need of, before ye ask him” (Matt. 6:7, 8). Prayer is 
abused when vain repetitions lengthen the prayer as though 
much speaking is essential.

3. Some consider prayer for emergency only. A door in 
a public building may be marked “EXIT — FOR EMER-
GENCY ONLY.” That means do not use that door unless 
there is a fire or some crisis out of the ordinary. It is an abuse 
of prayer to use it only in an emergency. “Pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). 

The Eldership
Use of the eldership: The New Testament reveals that 

there should be elders in every church (Acts 14:23) when 
men are qualified.

1. Elders are to tend and oversee the flock. Paul taught 
the Ephesian elders “to feed the church of God” (Acts 
20:28). Peter, writing as a fellow-elder, exhorted the elders 
to “feed (tend or shepherd) the flock of God which is among 
you, taking the oversight thereof . . .” (1 Pet. 5:1, 2). Each 
flock needs shepherds.

2. Elders watch for souls. “Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and submit yoursleves: for they watch for your 
souls, as they that must give account . . .” (Heb. 13:17). 
Spiritual watchmen guard the flock. This is a highly im-
portant use or purpose of an eldership.

3. Elders are to teach. Qualified elders are “apt to teach” 
(1 Tim. 3:2). To what extent should they be equipped to 
teach? They are to “be able by sound doctrine both to ex-
hort and to convince the gainsayers” (Tit. 1:9). They also 
teach by example. Such men are useful and engaged in a 
good work. 

Abuse of the eldership: There are brethren who have 
a bad taste when they reflect on elders because they have 
seen the eldership abused.

1. Some are coerced and pressured to serve. Arm-twist-
ing should never be employed when selecting elders. The 
words of Peter (“not by constraint, but willingly”) are to be 
taken seriously. The eldership is abused when men serve 
only because they were pressured. Their hearts are not in 
the work that they are supposed to be performing.

2. Some are domineering and bossy. Peter warns elders, 
“Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being en-
samples to the flock” (1 Pet. 5:3). It is sad that some elders 
have the attitude exemplified by Diotrephes; they love to 
have preeminence (3 John 9). Having served as an elder 
for more than a decade, I am aware that some will falsely 
accuse elders of “lording it over the flock” if they happen 
to disagree with the judgment of the overseers.

3. Some act as lawmakers and dictators. When elders 
appear as though they are “little gods,” the eldership is 
grossly abused. Elders are not authorized by the Scriptures 
to make laws and rules to bind on the flock. We need to 
remember that “there is one lawgiver” (Jas. 4:12).
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Preaching
Use of preaching: In the divine scheme of things preach-

ing is useful.

1. It is to save them that believe. “For after that in the 
wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). It is not the preaching of fool-
ishness, but the foolishness of preaching, that is, some men 
regard preaching as foolisness, but God designed it to save 
lost souls. Jesus sent the apostles into all the world to preach 
the gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15, 16).

2. It is to reprove, rebuke, and exhort. Paul charged the 
young preacher Timothy to “preach the word; be instant 
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:1, 2.) 

3. It is to discuss and explain Scripture. Peter on Pen-
tecost quoted from Joel and from David, explaining the 
fulfillment of their prophecies (Acts 2). Philip found the 
eunuch from Ethiopia reading Scripture. He began at the 
same Scripture, “and preached unto him Jesus” (Acts 8:35). 
Much good results when preachers open the Bible and read 
and explain what the text is saying.

Abuse of preaching: Most of us have witnessed abuses 
of preaching.

1. Some use the pulpit as a whipping post. They lash out 
against people constantly, sometimes in a personal vendetta. 
They employ preaching to cut others down to size.

2. Some preach to tranquilize the consciences of the 

hearers. They never condemn sin or error. They try to make 
everyone feel good about himself. Unlike Peter’s preach-
ing, their sermons fail to “cut to the heart.” It is an abuse 
to preach simply to pat folks on the back.

3. Some preach to amuse and entertain. They would 
make excellent standup comedians. They crack jokes and 
tell funny stories. They keep the audience in laughter. Study 
the preaching done by Jesus and the apostles and you will 
find that they made no attempts to tickle funny bones. It is 
an abuse of preaching to use it for amusement.

4. It is abusive to preach opinions, speculations, and 
popular theories. Some televangelists preach almost ex-
clusively on their speculations about prophecy and the end 
times. The abuse of thing does not justify our discarding 
it. Alexander Campbell once remarked that “if any thing 
was bestowed on man which he could not abuse, it would 
be of no moral use to him — for he cannot use that which 
he cannot abuse. Where there can be no vice, there can be 
no virtue” (Millennial Harbinger, February 1833).

Conclusion
Shall we throw out the eldership because some have 

abused it? Shall we quit praying because the hypocrites 
abused prayer? Shall we quit preaching because some 
abuse preaching? Why be deprived of the profitable use of 
a thing merely because there can be abuse? We can guard 
against abuse without going to the extreme of eliminating 
appropriate use.

2820 Hunterwood Dr., S.E., Decatur, Alabama 35603-5638
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I got all of my work done and came home a little earlier 
Friday to make sure everything was ready for Marti’s re-
turn. I had left quite a bit of housework for the last minute. 
I also wanted to hang that light fixture that my sister had 
given to us that had now sat in the garage for the last year. 
Everything was going to be just perfect.

Then the phone rang. Marti had left Florida that morn-
ing to come home. It was probably her calling as the bus 
stopped for supper.

It was not Marti. “Mr. Beck?” (Oh, no . . . it must be a 
sales call.) “Yes,” I replied in a cool tone. “Are you related 
to a Martha Beck?” “Yes.” Then the words that caused 
my heart to leap into my throat, “This is the Tallahassee 
Memorial Hospital where your wife is a patient, hold on 
while I put the doctor on.” The doctor explained that Marti 
had collapsed at the bus station and was in a coma. The 
ear infection had invaded her brain . . . it was very unusual 
but, if they didn’t operate and remove part of her skull she 
would be dead within the hour. I gave carte blanche au-
thority to do whatever they needed. Then the words, “Mr. 
Beck, you need to understand that at best she is working 
against small odds of survival.” I couldn’t believe it! This 
can’t be true!

I called my sister who was about four hours away. We 
have always been so close. She said she was on her way.

This article, however, is not about my grief. It is not 
about me at all. It is about what happens from this moment 
on. It is about my brethren in Christ.

I called the elders where I worship. Before I hung up 
the phone it seemed, my house was full of the people 
who loved Marti and me more than anyone, my brethren. 
One was taking all of my calls; the word had spread like 
wildfire and the phone was ringing endlessly. Another was 
checking all the airlines for any flights out that night. The 
ladies were finishing up the cleaning of the house. Some 

The Impact of Hospitality
David A. Beck

It was Thursday morning and my wife, Marti, and I were 
at the bus station waiting for her bus to come and carry her 
to her mother’s house in Florida. I really didn’t want her to 
take the bus, but it was spring break week and there were 
no available flights that we could afford.

I was trying to be upbeat knowing that Marti always 
worried about me while she was gone. We had been mar-
ried for over 33 years and had always been best friends. We 
cherished every moment we could be together and couldn’t 
stand to be apart. We made small talk until finally we saw 
the bus coming. I kissed her good-bye another time and 
watched her get on and the bus pull away. I sighed deeply. 
This was going to be a long week.

Marti had been hinting for a new refrigerator. The only 
thing wrong with the yellow one was . . . well, it was yel-
low. We had bought a new white stove a couple of years 
ago, and she wanted matching appliances. She knew it 
was an extravagance, however, and wouldn’t really press 
for a new one. While she was away I was going to get her 
that new refrigerator. By midweek I found just the buy . 
. . last year’s model (it was really marked down!); 25 cu. 
ft. side-by-side, and it was white. I had it delivered Friday 
morning.

Marti and I talked every day while she was away. I kept 
reassuring her that I was doing OK. She told me of an ear 
ache that started sometime Wednesday. I told her that if she 
was feeling bad to go ahead and try to get a flight out of 
Florida instead of taking the bus back. No . . . she knew we 
really couldn’t afford it. And besides, could you imagine 
how an ear ache would feel as the cabin of the plane pres-
surized? I left it up to her.

It’s Friday and the new refrigerator came. She was going 
to love it! I couldn’t wait for her to see it. It was all that I 
could do not to pick up the phone and tell her. We never 
kept secrets from each other. I was so anxious to see her 
face when she saw it.
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were upstairs packing my bags. If you knew these folks, 
you would expect nothing less.

There were no flights out and my sister and I headed out 
driving all night to get to Tallahassee from Peoria, Illinois. 
I called every hour on my cell phone. She remained stable 
through the night. I was by her bedside by Saturday after-
noon. She would remain in a coma, I was told, for several 
days. It was best for her. My heart was broken.

It is Sunday morning. I awoke early and for the first time 
in over thirty years I questioned whether I was going to 
church services or not. I wanted to go to the hospital and 
be by Marti’s side; but I knew where she would want me 
to be. And I knew where I should be. Knowing how badly 
I needed the Lord’s help, how could I forsake him today? 
I went to worship services.

I went to the Centerville Road church. I was glad to 
be there among brethren. After services people were very 
friendly. There was a couple there that Marti and I knew 
about 20 years ago. Everyone was being so friendly, I hated 
to just rush out so I let them be hospitable. “What brings 
you to Tallahassee?” I told them of my reason to be there. 
Before I knew it people were offering all sorts of help. I 
explained that I didn’t really need anything. Oh, yeah, there 
is one thing. “Marti would probably have to go through 
many weeks or months of therapy before she could come 
home,” I explained, “Do you know of any apartments that 
rented month to month so I wouldn’t have to sign a lease?” 
They said one of the members there had some apartments 
and that they would check.

Like I said, this article is not about me. It is really about 
how my grief was taken on by a congregation of God’s 
people and shared. It is about how pain of the worst sort 
can be diminished when it is smothered by God’s love as 
it is poured out through caring brethren.

The family who owned the apartments graciously pro-
vided a very nice apartment for me and the many family 
members who joined me. What I couldn’t believe is how 
that empty apartment was filled with such love by Monday 
night. Many brethren participated in moving in appliances, 
couches, chairs, tables, sleeping facilities for all of my fam-
ily, food, linens, etc. Nothing was overlooked.

I kept trying to put into words my gratitude. It was 
impossible. They kept telling me that I was helping them! 
They told of those who were moved by my experiences who 
had not previously been party to this type of endeavor who 
joined in. They kept assuring me that they were glad to do 
it. And I know that they were. These brethren, though their 
hearts were broken for me, were experiencing joy because 
they were serving Christ, whom they loved most of all.

I was a grown-up man, I thought, at nineteen;
Though so much of this life was yet to be seen.
She was a year younger and “naive,” they said,
The day we were married and shared the same 
bed.
        
I vowed to take care of her and be her man.
I, being all we needed, was not God’s plan.
She vowed to submit and “Goest where I go;”
But she led me into the life I would know.
        
You see, she raised this small boy of trembling   
heart;
Teaching me to follow Jesus from the start.
She never scolded, belittled, or preached;
Through humility and love my soul she reached.
        
Headship of our home was never in question;
The Lord came first, me next, was her conces-
sion.
At times I was tempted to step from the track.
She gently took my hand and guided me back.

        
Thirty-three years I thought I was leading her.
As I look back now, I should have known better.
She let me think I was the family’s guide;
The truth is now clear, without her by my side.
        
In where to go, what to do, and what to say;
And the mundane decisions of every day.
She made me look like a true man of wisdom.
Behind the scenes she helped me make deci-
sions.
        
Don’t think that she wasn’t a submissive wife; 
I just loved her so much I’d give her my life.
She lived the example of Ephesians five
Where love and submission, balanced, come 
alive.
        
I have matured in life since the day we met;
She taught me to live and love without regret.
She’s gone now and in this life I’m left alone;
But with her memory to guide me, I’ll go on.
        
My life will be different, I’ll hurt for awhile;
I’ll learn how to survive as I paste on this smile.
I always thought I had control of my life;
I know now I was nothing without my wife.

        
Don’t feel sorry for me, or shed any tears;
I’ve had the best life in those thirty-three years.
With her strength and courage now, I’ll get 
along. 
Until we’re back together in our new home.
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Most readers can see that Paul is using “leaven” as a 
metaphor for “sin” and is in essence saying that just a little 
sin contaminates the local body of Christ and the souls of 
those who make up the church. Notice that the Greek word 
for “sin” is hamartano (a verb), and it literally means “to 
miss the mark” (W.E. Vine’s An Expository Dictionary of 
New Testament Words, 1046). When our Marines shoot 
at targets on the rifle range, the bull’s eye is the ten ring. 
Everything in the bull’s eye counts ten points towards their 
marksmanship score. Although the nine ring is right next 
to the bull’s eye, a bullet through this ring counts only 
nine points towards their score regardless if the bullet 
strikes above the bull’s eye or if it falls below (or to either 
side). Nine is almost ten, but it misses the mark of ten by 
a single point.

How Much Leaven Does It Take to Leaven 

the Whole Lump?

Hal Snyder

Like so many other questions, this one has two answers. 
The short answer is what Paul observed in 1 Corinthians 
5:6: just “a little” bit. The long answer really deals with 
answering a more complex question: how “much” is “a 
little”?

The context of Paul’s answer was the sin of fornication 
(1 Cor. 5:1) that was being sanctioned by the Christians at 
Corinth — a young man was living as husband-and-wife 
with his step-mother! That fornication is a sin is obvious 
from such Scriptures as Romans 1:29, 1 Corinthians 6:18, 
2 Corinthians 12:21, Galatians 5:9, and 1 Thessalonians 
4:3. Under no circumstances can fornication ever merit 
God’s approval. It is always wrong.

In the darkest hour of my life I was not alone. Members 
of the Centerville church came every day. They didn’t 
hover, they came and expressed their affection and their 
care. Two of the elders and their wives from the Paris Av-
enue church, where I regularly worship in Peoria, came and 
stayed with me through the week. The Paris Avenue church 
held special prayer meetings for me and Marti, with many 
from neighboring churches coming as well.

The week that I was in Tallahassee, that ended in my 
wife’s death, will be remembered with fond memories all 
of my life. That week could have been remembered only 
with pain and anguish. 

The purpose for my writing this article is to make sure 
you know, from one who was on the receiving end, breth-
ren, when we serve those who are in trouble, we can truly 
make a difference in their lives. Don’t ever think that your 
efforts are wasted. My life has been changed because of the 
brethren in Tallahassee and my home congregation. 

Brethren, we do make a difference in each other’s lives. 
I expected the church where I worship regularly to do all 
they can. They knew Marti and me well. It is easy to help 
those with whom you already have a loving relationship.

I never expected what the brethren did for me and my 
family while I was in Tallahassee. And I am disappointed 
in myself for that. I should have thought more highly of 
my brothers and sisters in Christ.

I write this article for the purpose of letting the “light” 
shine from the Centerville Road church, not for their glory, 
but for his. Follow their example as they follow him.

The Impact of a Godly Wife
713 E. Tripp Ave., Peoria, Illinois 61603-1309  dabeck@mail.
com
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People fail to hit the mark by one of three ways: by fail-
ing to do those things which they should do (some folks 
call this a sin of omission, like not visiting the widows 
and orphans of James 1:26), by doing those things they 
shouldn’t do (some folks call this a sin of commission; the 
New Testament term for this is paraptoma, which is trans-
lated “trespass” and means “a deviation from uprightness 
and truth” (Vine, 1166), or by going “beyond that which 
is written” (1 Cor. 4:6), which can also be termed a sin of 
commission. The New Testament term for this last way 
is parabaino, which is translated “transgress” and means 
to go beyond (Vine,  1161). “Lawlessness” (anomia or 
“disregard for the law” (Vine, 647) is similar to trespass, 
but both indicate rejection of God’s will and substituting 
one’s own will for God’s.

Before making the spiritual application, let’s notice 
briefly what has happened to those who are a part of the 
Restoration Movement that was stated in the late 1700s 
and early 1800s in America — a movement that sought to 
restore the church of Christ to its New Testament purity.

Just prior to the American Civil War, two things hap-
pened to influence Christians: the melodeon (or organ) 
was introduced into the worship service of the church in 
Midway, Kentucky, and the American Christian Mission-
ary Society was founded (in Cincinnati, Ohio). These two 
digressions began a division of believers into two groups 
known as “progressives” and “conservatives.” This division 
became permanent when the 1906 United States census 
recognized the former group as the Disciples of Christ 
(Christian Church) and the churches of Christ (which was 
composed of the “conservative” element of the American 
Restoration Movement). 

While the churches of Christ continued striving to be 
the church of the New Testament, the Disciples grew into 
a full-fledged denomination. During the period immedi-
ately following World War II through the late 1950s and 
middle 1960s, faithful “conservatives” resisted the “liberal” 
digressions of institutionalism and the sponsoring church 
arrangement. 

In a book compiled by Mac Lynn, Churches of Christ in 
the United States (Brentwood, TN: Morrison and Phillips 
Associates, 1994), conservative congregations are identi-
fied as being “Non-institutional: oppose church support of 
institutions and the sponsoring church concept of benevo-
lence and missions” (93). Lynn does not identify “liberal” 
congregations, but he provides several identifying marks 
of an “anti.”

Liberal brethren saw (and continue to see) nothing wrong 
with human institutions doing the work that God gave his 
church (in such areas as caring for widows and orphans). 

Most of those who earlier supported institutionalism also 
embraced the sponsoring church arrangement, which mani-
fests itself in the areas of benevolence and evangelism. As 
for the “antis,” they see nothing right with having separate 
Bible classes, using multiple containers for the Lord’s sup-
per, or using a located preacher. Both of these digressions 
have one thing in common — they “go beyond that which 
is written” (2 Cor. 4:6) and thus “abideth not in the doctrine 
of Christ” (2 John 9).

Now for the spiritual application. Just as much as the 
congregation at Corinth was sanctioning fornication, 
brethren who today sanction the practices of liberalism or 
anti-ism endanger their eternal souls, for what they teach 
and practice is not the “doctrine of Christ” and, thus, they 
have not God (2 John 9). In addition to jeopardizing their 
souls, they threaten the collective influence of their con-
gregation (Rev. 2:1-5).

In Paul’s day, it was quite common for the heathen to 
practice fornication as a form of religious observance. Even 
though the fornication at Corinth was identified by Paul as 
being a “little” thing, since its continued practice would 
potentially destroy the souls of the Corinthian brethren, 
Paul directed the Corinthians to “purge out therefore the 
old leaven” (1 Cor. 5:6a) before others became influenced 
by the behavior of the fornicators.

Today, some brethren sanction a “little” liberalism (in 
the form of the sponsoring church arrangement, which is 
often used as a euphemism for a mini-missionary society, 
or institutionalism of any sort). Worse yet, when brethren 
sanction error, they become “partakers” in the “evil deeds” 
(2 John 11) of those practicing error, and, thus, share in the 
guilt of their sin. Whenever faithful brethren learn of such 
digression, our duty is two-fold: warn those practicing error 
(for they “cause divisions . . . contrary to the doctrine ye 
have learned”) and after identifying them, we are to “avoid 
them” (Rom. 15:17).

The Holy Spirit, through the inspired apostle Paul, com-
manded that Christians have Bible authority for the things 
they do: “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord” (Col. 3:17).

So long as we do Bible things in Bible ways, and call 
Bible things by Bible names, we will have God’s approval 
(2 John 9b).

How “much” is “a little”? The answer remains the same 
as it was nearly 2,000 years ago: just a “little.”

913 Church St., Newport, North Carolina 28570-9679
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Does the church where you worship do the things Jesus 
has asked? Do they teach what Jesus taught and do what 
Jesus commanded? Concerning salvation, do they teach as 
Jesus did, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; 
but he who does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 
16:16), or do they teach faith only? Does the church of your 
choice partake of the Lord’s supper on the first day of the 
week (Acts 20:7), as the first century church did, or does it 
“choose” to do it once every month, quarter, or year?

Does the church of your choice teach that one must 
remain faithful to Christ until death in order to inherit life 

(Rev. 2:10), or does it teach falsely 
that once someone is saved, he is 
forever secured for salvation with-
out regard to his conduct (1 Tim. 
3:15; Heb. 3:12; 2 Pet. 3:11, 14)? 
Does the church of your choice 
have Jesus alone as the head (Eph. 
5:23), or do they have some man 
residing in that position?

The Catholics have chosen the 
pope to be their governing head; 
the Mormon’s have chosen their so-
called “apostles”; the Episcopal and 
Presbyterians have their councils, 
but where in the Bible do we see 
such positions authorized for mere 

men to occupy? I ask those who think that we are mean spir-
ited for condemning the Catholic’s pope or the Mormon’s 
apostles, are you mean spirited when you condemn Satan, 
the obvious head of the church of Satan? There are some 
who have openly chosen and confessed Satan as their head! 
The fact remains; however, that any church which doesn’t 
submit fully to the authority of the King, Christ Jesus, is 
headed by Satan (Matt. 12:30; 28:18)! Does the church of 
your choice hold fast to the written word of God as their 
standard for authority, or are they governed by some man 
made written confession or creed? “For the word of God 
is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
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“The Church Of Whose Choice?”
Steven J. Wallace

You may have been driving down the road and by chance 
saw a sign on a vehicle which read something like this, 
“Start the week off right, join the church of your choice.” 
This saying implies that any church is sufficient, it must 
only be deemed good by your choice! This saying does 
not say or give any thought to what God’s choice is. It 
does not say, “Start the week off right, join the church of 
God’s choice.”

There is no consideration for what God’s choice is but 
only that of man. Consequently, those who have this mind 
set make the choosing of a church equal to the choosing of a 
flavor of ice-cream. One church is just 
as satisfactory as another depending on 
the individual’s choice, like chocolate 
is just as satisfying as vanilla, depend-
ing on choice alone.

If this is true, what difference does it 
make whether one is a member of the 
church of Christ or the Baptist Church? 
And if this is true, what difference does 
it make whether one is a member of 
the church of Christ or the church of 
Satan for members of both have chosen 
whom they serve. I wonder if those 
who advocate the standard of “choice” 
alone will consent to those who follow 
Satan? I think not! Most will deny that 
it is acceptable to be a member of the church of Satan, but 
if they deny it, they have shot down their philosophy of 
choice. What then makes it right or wrong to be a member 
of the church of Satan? Is it not the word of God? If it is 
not the word of God, then what is it? If we agree that the 
word of God condemns those who are members of Satan’s 
church, then should we not use the same word to justify 
our membership? Jesus said, “Sanctify them by Your truth. 
Your word is truth” (John 17:17).

He also asked, “Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and 
do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). 
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sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and 
of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). Why be governed 
by creeds of men when the Bible says, “All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17)? Does this sound 
like you need anything other than God’s word?

Imagine if Jesus came down to earth and wanted to start 
a church of man’s choice rather than God’s? Imagine if 
Jesus wanted a church that is more tolerant on perversions 
like homosexuality and adultery. Wouldn’t this make the 
church so much more attractive to the masses? Why not 
have a church that calls drunkenness a disease rather than 
sin? Why not have a church that justifies stealing (on the 
grounds that you really need what you are taking)? Why not 
build a church that tolerates unrighteousness? Why build 
a church that teaches “ . . . the unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God . . .” (1 Cor. 6:9ff)? 

 
Imagine if Jesus wanted to build a church that would 

tolerate religious diversity. He could have enjoyed a lon-
ger life, perhaps, if he never stirred up and accused those 
religious teachers around him of being hypocrites, blind 
guides, fools, whitewashed tombs, murderers, serpents, 
brood of vipers (Matt. 23:13ff.). Wouldn’t it have been 
easier for Jesus to remain silent, concerning their “choice,” 
rather than openly rebuking their sin?

What if Jesus wanted to build a kingdom of people who 
were allowed to deny him if they ever need to do so as to 
promote peace in certain environments? If Jesus would 
have denied himself as the Son of God, he probably could 
have lived a longer life (i.e., Luke 22:66-71). But Jesus 
never did deny himself and he expects us not to either. 
The inspired apostle Paul wrote, “If we endure we shall 
also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny 
us. If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny 

Himself” (2 Tim. 2:12-13).

Finally would not Jesus have rather built a church with a 
lesser amount to purchase? If it was up to him, would he not 
have rather purchased the church with his words rather than 
his life? Could he say, “Father, I want to build the church 
of My choice with the price of my choice and not yours?” 
Yet many think they can join a church of their choice and 
not God’s and still be acceptable. Was it a small cost to be 
taken by lawless hands, beat on, spit on, stripped, ridiculed, 
literally nailed to some wood in the form of a cross, and 
publicly erected so that all who had eyes to see with could 
witness? Was this Jesus’ personal choice? This was God’s 
choice (2 Tim. 1:8-9)! Was this not rather a big price to pay 
for the church of God’s choice? How much would you be 
willing to pay for it? Jesus purchased the church with his 
blood (Acts 20:28), yet sadly some will not even sacrifice 
their own selfish lust for it. 

The cross was not fun. In fact the Bible teaches that he 
despised the shame of the cross (Heb. 12:2), but endured 
it because of the reward. The reward was worth the price. 
This is why Jesus so often prayed, “Take this cup away 
from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will” 
(Mark 14:36). Is the church of your choice the church of 
God’s will? 

Not all churches are genuine because they are built on 
sand (man-made doctrines, creeds, opinions, etc.) and not 
on the holy word of God. Jesus never promised to accept 
any person or church who fails to do the will of God (Matt. 
7:21-23). Jesus never died so people (or churches for that 
matter) can live the way they want, but he demands that we 
live the way he wants us to (John 15:14; Rom. 12:1-2). The 
Bible is clear that there is just one body or church (compare 
Eph. 1:22-23 with Eph. 4:4). The question is, however, is 
that one church your choice? “. . . The churches of Christ 
greet you” (Rom. 16:16).

Traditions of Men Versus The Word Of God
by Alvin Jennings

This book pierces the untrue doctrines of men with the sword of truth. Now expanded to include 
chapters on Islam, Orthodox (Russian) Church, and New Age (the 12-step Program).

 
Price — $4.95
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healthy country where no tear or heartache resides. Yes, it 
truly is a better country.

3. It Is A Perfect Country. There are no imperfect be-
ings living there! The Father is perfect, as is the Son! One 
will not find bitterness, sorrow, anger, envy, or hatred, 
nor will one find an evil heart or an evil tongue for such 
things will not be found in this land! The inhabitants of 
this country are pure and holy and righteous. Yes, it truly 
is a better country. 

 
I want you to notice what we are told about these great 

heroes of faith. It doesn’t say in v.16 that they merely 
thought about this country, nor does it say that they only 
dreamed about this country!

The Holy Spirit through this writer says they “desire” 
a better country! When one desires something they are 
willing to do whatever it takes to achieve it no matter the 
cost.  

We are told in v.13 that they all died in faith! How is it 
that they all died in faith? Were they merely the lucky ones? 
I believe the reason that they all died in faith is answered 
for us in v. 16! They had a “desire.” This word “desire,” 
according to Vine’s, is orego which means “to reach or 
stretch out, is used only in the middle voice, signifying the 
mental effort of stretching oneself out for a thing, of longing 
after it, with stress upon the object desired.”

 Their desire was to go to the New Jerusalem, the City 
of God, Heaven, and because of that desire they lived in 
such a way that was pleasing to God! They obeyed the Lord 
while walking through this country and the result was they 
received a better country.

I, like them, am looking for this country too! I know it’s 
there because (v.16) tells me that God prepared for them a 
city! If he prepared it for them I know that it’s prepared for 
me also because my God is no respecter of persons (Acts 

A Better Country
Rufus R. Clifford III

We are living in an age and a country where opportuni-
ties for success are bountiful. America is the home of the 
brave and the free! The land of opportunity where the door 
to fame and fortune is opened to everyone who would but 
strive to enter. Yes friends, we live in a wonderful coun-
try. In fact, people from other countries are coming to our 
country because they want to live the American dream! 
They are in search of “a better country.” 

The Hebrew writer (Heb.11:1-16) lists some heroes of 
faith who we are told in v.13, “These all died in faith, not 
having received the promises, but having seen them afar 
off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth.” 

You and I are just like them! We are pilgrims and strang-
ers on this earth. We have never passed this way before 
and there are many dangers and pitfalls that may come our 
way, but we, like them, must remain faithful! Notice what 
the writer of Hebrews says they were looking for in v.16: 
“But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly; 
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for he 
hath prepared for them a city.” What is it about this “better 
country” that makes it better than the country they were 
in? Why did they desire it? Why do you? 

Let’s notice some things about this better country:
   
1. It Is A Sinless Country. Its waters are pure, its skies 

are blue, there are no gray clouds of despair, the air is not 
polluted, and there is no darkness there! Sin does not plague 
mankind there for there is no sin, only holiness! Yes, it truly 
is a better country.

2. It Is A Healthy Country. There are no visits to the 
doctor, no medicine to take, no pain to cause suffering, 
no battles to win against our aging bodies! This is a place 
where all feel good and where all feel fine because there 
is no sadness or discouragement in this land! There is no 
sickness, and most of all, there is no death! For this is a continued top of next page
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God the Father is identified as Savior (Luke 1:47; 1 Tim. 
1:1), the term most commonly refers to Jesus Christ as 
Savior. 

At his birth an angel announced, “For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). Though Matthew does not use the term 
“Savior” in his account of the birth of Christ, he has the 
angel say, “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt 
call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their 
sins” (Matt. 1:21). Jesus himself understood his mission as 
Savior, saying, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 

No man can save himself. We are dependent upon deity 
for our salvation. In the Pauline epistles the deity of Christ 
is referred to in connection with his role as Savior. Note 
these passages in Paul’s letter to Titus: “Not purloining, but 
showing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine 
of God (deity) our Saviour in all things . . . Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
(deity) and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2:10, 13). These 
are references to the deity of Jesus, and they clearly teach 
that our salvation and deliverance must come from God. 

Early in his ministry the role of Jesus as Savior was un-
derstood by those whom he encountered. At Jacob’s well, 
He met the woman of Samaria and taught her of the bless-
ings he sought to give. She went to the people of her city 
and told them of her conversation with Christ, whereupon 
many of them went forth to talk with him themselves. The 
N.T. says “many more believed” when they heard the words 
of Jesus. Now notice, they said to the woman, “. . . for we 
have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the 
Christ, the Savior of the world” (John 4:42). 

The term “savior” presupposes a danger or disaster 
from which the deliverer snatches the one whom he helps. 
That danger is clearly identified in the Scripture. We need 
deliverance from the worst affliction and trouble known to 
mankind — deliverance from sin. When John writes “. . . 
that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the world” (1 
John 4:14), he was referring to the world’s problem of sin. 
Jesus came to deliver (save) us from sin (Matt. 1:21).

“Savior” continued from front page

However, the cost of salvation would be great! The Sav-
ior would go to Calvary, and shed his own blood, to save us. 
There could be no greater expression of love and grace than 
that shown when the Father sent his Son to die in our stead 
(Isa. 53; Rom. 5:8-9), that we might be delivered from the 
curse of sin. Sin entered the world in the Garden of Eden, 
and men throughout all ages have continued to practice 
sin. The apostle Paul declared that “all have sinned” (Rom. 
3:23). The Savior could give nothing greater than himself, 
so he sacrificed himself that we might be saved.

Today the church proclaims the gospel of salvation to 
men of this world who are lost and dying in sin. Jesus com-
missioned the church to do so (Mark 16:15; Rom. 1:16). 
He authored salvation to all of us who will obey him (Heb. 
5:9). We are seeking to be faithful to our charge, and call 
sinners to come to the Savior. What a wonderful Savior he 
is! If you are lost, we are directing you to the only Savior 
you will ever have — our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Do 
you realize your need to be delivered from the sin which 
condemns you before God? If so, we plead with you, obey 
the Savior and be saved! Your salvation will not occur until 
you make up your mind to obey Christ.

491 E. Woodsdale, Akron, Ohio 44301

casions when man has been in the presence of God, he is 
made aware of his sins. Consider some of these examples: 
(a) Moses: “And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy 
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou stand-
est is holy ground” (Exod. 3:5). (b) Moses: “And he said, 
Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, 
and live” (Exod. 33:20). (c) Gideon: “And when Gideon 
perceived that he was an angel of the Lord, Gideon said, 
Alas, O Lord God! for because I have seen an angel of the 
Lord face to face. And the Lord said unto him, Peace be 
unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die” (Judg. 6:22-23). (d) 
Peter: “Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto 
Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it 
was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was 
naked,) and did cast himself into the sea” (John 21:7). One 
can never adequately serve the Lord until and unless he has 
a vision of his own sinfulness. 

Contrast Isaiah’s consciousness of his sin with the at-
titude of the Pharisees as demonstrated in such passages 
as Luke 18:11-12; 7:39; 15:1-2, 24-32; 19:7; Matthew 
3:7-10. Isaiah had a deep awareness of his own sinfulness 

“Isaiah” continued from page 2

10:34). Jesus in fact stated: “Let not your heart be troubled; 
ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:1-2).

Some of my loved ones are in that better country now! 
I look forward to seeing them when I get there!   
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that qualified him to be able to proclaim the grace of God 
to others. He wrote of the self-righteousness of his own 
people in that day saying,

I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found 
of them that sought me not: I said, Behold me, behold 
me, unto a nation that was not called by my name. I have 
spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, 
which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own 
thoughts; a people that provoketh me to anger continually 
to my face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense 
upon altars of brick; which remain among the graves, and 
lodge in the monuments, which eat swine’s flesh, and broth 
of abominable things is in their vessels; which say, Stand 
by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. 
These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the 
day (Isa. 65:1-5).
These people had to become aware that their own      

“righteousness” was but “filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). Isaiah 
said, “Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a 
seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have 
forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Is-
rael unto anger, they are gone away backward. Why should 
ye be stricken any more? Ye will revolt more and more: 
the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the 
sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness 
in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they 
have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified 
with ointment” (Isa. 1:4-6). Who was better prepared to 
make others aware of their sinfulness than one who was 
first aware of his own?

When men begin to “trust in their own righteousness” 
and look down their self-righteous noses at those not as 
righteous as they are, they display the same attitude as 
did the Pharisees. Isaiah had first to realize his own sinful 
condition before he could effectively convict others of their 
sin. The Lord cleansed Isaiah of his sins (6:6-7). Praise 
God! There is forgiveness from the Lord (Exod. 34:6-7). 
All of God’s messengers are forgiven sinners pointing other 
sinners to the Lord’s forgiveness.

Isaiah’s Compulsion to Go
When the Lord appeared to Isaiah, he asked, “Whom 

shall I send and who will go for us?” (6:8). (Note the plural 
pronoun “us,” as it also appears in Genesis 1:26. The plural 
pronouns are consistent with the trinitarian nature of God.) 
God had a mission for Isaiah. However, he wanted a volun-
teer, not a slave serving against his own will. So, God asked, 
“Who will go?” rather than ordering Isaiah to go against 
his will. Men can run from responsibility, like Jonah. Or 
men can accept responsibility willingly, like Isaiah. Isaiah 
volunteered to serve saying, “Here am I send me.”

Many of God’s servants are reluctant servants. Moses 
made every kind of excuse before accepting the mission 
that God had for him. (a) “They will not believe me” (Exod. 

4:1). (b) “I am not eloquent” (Exod. 4:10). (c) Send some-
one else: “And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by 
the hand of him whom thou wilt send” (Exod. 4:13). Jonah 
ran from God before accepting his mission. 

I am convinced that most of those who preach do so 
because they cannot do anything else, because the Spirit 
of the Lord is constraining them to speak. Jeremiah tried 
to restrain himself, but could not. “Then I said, I will not 
make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. 
But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in 
my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could 
not stay” (Jer. 20:9). Job said, “For I am full of matter, 
the spirit within me constraineth me. Behold, my belly is 
as wine which hath no vent; it is ready to burst like new 
bottles. I will speak, that I may be refreshed: I will open 
my lips and answer” (Job 32:18-20). David said, “I was 
dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good; and 
my sorrow was stirred. My heart was hot within me, while 
I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with my tongue” 
(Ps. 39:2-3). The apostles said, “For we cannot but speak 
the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). 
Friend, if you can turn off and on your desire to preach, 
like a faucet, you don’t need to preach. 

Isaiah’s Audience
The sad situation for Isaiah was that he had to preach 

to an audience who refused God’s word. Many of God’s 
prophets were blessed to preach to receptive audiences. 
Thousands responded to Jonah, so much so that he was 
angry that God’s judgment did not come on Nineveh. On 
Pentecost thousands obeyed the gospel. In the Philippines 
hundreds are obeying the gospel. 

But, for Isaiah and others of God’s prophets and preach-
ers, God’s message was rejected. God told Isaiah before 
he went that the people would not hear (6:9-10). Think of 
some others who preached to men unwilling to hear: (a) 
Noah (Gen. 6:1-5); (b) Elijah and Elisha; (c) Jeremiah; 
(d) Jesus.

Isaiah asked for how long he was to preach (6:11). One 
would think that his time would be shortened because of 
their refusal to hear. However, God said that he wanted him 
to preach until the cities were destroyed.

When God sends men to preach to an unwilling audi-
ence, he can give them a “hard head.” God said to Ezekiel, 
“Behold, I have made thy face strong against their faces, 
and thy forehead strong against their foreheads. As an 
adamant harder than flint have I made thy forehead: fear 
them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they 
be a rebellious house” (Ezek. 3:8-9). He strengthened men 
to withstand the people’s rejection of the word of God that 
they preached.

25
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Preachers Needed

Quips  
& 

Quotes

Conclusion
May the Lord give us “hard heads” to keep on preach-

ing to this generation that is so deaf to God’s word, to an 
audience that is deaf to its saving message. Let us present 
the testimony of the Lord to this generation that is more in-
terested in its mutual funds than in morality, entertainment 
than in enlightenment, and sensualism than in salvation. 
Then, when the Lord’s second coming occurs, men will 
know that the gospel was preached among them.

6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123 mikewillis1@compuser.
com

Easley, South Carolina: The West Main Street church of Christ in 
Easley is looking for a full time evangelist.  Easley is located in 
the foothills of South Carolina  about ten miles west of Green-
ville in the fastest growing area of the state.  The congregation 
is small with ample potential for growth. At the present  time 
only partial support can be provided. For further information 
contact Lowell Frazier at (864) 878-1909 (e-mail: frazierlc@aol.
com) or 711 Stewart  Gin Rd., Liberty, SC 29657.

Doniphan, Missouri: The Southside church of Christ in Doniph-
an is looking for a preacher. Their average attendance is 25. 
They can supply $400 per week toward support. If interested, 
contact Lial Holland (573) 996-7600 (days) or (573) 996-3513 
(evenings) or Charles Sebourn at (573) 354-2429 (evenings).

Mobile, Alabama: The West Mobile church of Christ, 129 Hill-
crest Road is in need of a full-time preacher. Jeff McCrary is 
leaving this summer to work with another congregation. At-
tendance varies from 60 to 85 on Sundays. The prospects for 
future growth are good. If interested, please send a resume, 
recommendation, and two audio tapes of sermons to Gary 
Atkins, 3105 Autumn Ridge Dr. W., Mobile, AL 36695 or call him 
at (334) 660-8397, or call Ron Rosenberger at (334) 639-7218, 
e-mail: gatk3373 @aol.com.

LaVergne, Tennessee: An experienced evangelist is needed to 
work full-time to help develop the small congregation in La-
Vergne, Tennessee. This is a rapidly growing area which is both 
a suburb of Nashville (16 miles away) and a growing industrial 
area. Support of $3500 is available from the congregation. They 
prefer someone who likes to do personal work. If interested, 
please contact Louis E. Mullen, 104 Hankins Dr., Smyrna, TN 
37167, (615) 459-8171.

A Program To Help Philippine Preachers  
Build Their Library

Brother Jim McDonald has worked extensively in the 
Philippines. He relates that many of the men preaching 
in the Philippines are desperately in need of some books 
to assist them in their study. He has suggested a program 
in which someone volunteers to send one book a month 
to a Filipino preacher to help him build his library. Would 
you be willing to “adopt” a preacher to help him build 
his library? If so, contact Jim McDonald (P.O. Box 155032, 
Lufkin, TX 75915-5032; phone: 1-409-637-0229; e-mail: 
Jim_Mc@juno.com) and he will make the arrangements 
for you pay for books to be sent to a Filipino preacher. 
The cost should be under $20-25 per month.

Belen, New Mexico Church in New Location
The Rio Grande Valley church of Christ has moved to 

its new location at 75 Sherrod Blvd. in Rio Communities. 
We had previously met for the past 12 years in the Rio 
Communities Valley Community Plaza, Suite 384. Our new 
building is approximately two miles northeast of our old 
meeting place. For those of you that might be traveling to 
our area, here are the directions to the new building. From 
I-25 North and South take any of the Belen exits to Main 
Street. From Main Street go east on Reinken (also known 
as River Road). Pass over the Santa Fe Railroad tracks 
and then the Rio Grande River. Once past the Rio Grande 
River, at the intersection of River Road and Highway 47, 
take a left (north on Hwy. 47). Travel about eight tenths 
of a mile and then take a right on Sherrod Blvd. (east), 
and the church building will be about one half mile up the 
road on your left.

We are a congregation of approximately 50 individuals 
that are striving to do the Lord’s work here in central New 
Mexico. The Rio Grande Valley church of Christ has a rich 
history of defending the truth of God’s word. It was here 
in 1988, that the members of the local church defended 
the truth on marriage, divorce, and re-marriage, against 
the false teaching of brother Homer Hailey. The church is 
now made up of mostly very young converts to the faith. 
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We are so pleased to be able to be in a new building and 
are now looking forward to sharing the gospel with more 
precious souls in this community. We thank those of you 
who have helped work with the church here in the past and 
have had a part in making it what it is today. For further 
information about the Rio Grande Valley church of Christ 
or its location, please write to: Richie Thetford, 47 Juniper 
Ave., Los Lunas, NM  87031, (505) 565-1285 or E-Mail 
at: Thetford5@aol.com

Drug, Alcohol Use in Media
 “WASHINGTON — Musicians sing about guzzling 

liquor, and movie stars puff cigarettes and take drugs on 
the big screen. But federal officials ask: Where is the un-
glamourous side of substance use — like hangovers, slurred 
speech or getting in trouble with the law?

 “A government study released Wednesday says people 
were depicted doing drugs, drinking or smoking in 98 per-
cent of the top movie rentals and 27 percent of the most 
popular songs in 1996 and 1997. Fewer than half these 
movie scenes and song lyrics mentioned any downside to 
these activities.

 “The $400,000 study of 200 movies — rated from “G” 
for all ages to “NC-17,” no one younger than 17 admit-
ted — and 1,000 songs was commissioned by the Office 
of National Drug Control Policy and the Department of 
Health and Human Services. . . .

 “Among the study’s findings:

 • Of the movies, 93 percent showed alcohol use, 89 
percent tobacco use, and 22 percent drug use.

 • Of the songs, 17 percent included lyrics about people 
drinking alcohol, 18 percent using drugs and 3 percent 
smoking.

 • More than half of the movies and more than 80 per-
cent of the songs that mentioned drugs and alcohol 
indicated no consequence to users.

 • Of the 669 major adult characters in the movies, 5 
percent used illicit drugs, 25 percent smoked and 65 
percent drank alcohol (The Indianapolis Star [April 
29, 1999], A5).

Oldest Deep-sea Shipwrecks Found in  
Mediterranean Sea

“Tel Aviv, Israel — Phoenician mariners sailed more 
than 2,700 years ago into the uncertain waters of the 
Mediterranean, praying to their storm god for a successful 
voyage — only to meet death in a fierce tempest.

“Now, American explorer Robert Ballard has located 

their two ships — the world’s oldest known deep-water 
sea wrecks — using the same techniques he used to find 
the Titanic.

“The vessels’ cargo — large ceramic containers of wine 
— probably was headed to the pharaoh’s table in Egypt 
or to the Phoenician colony of Carthage in present-day 
Tunisia, Ballard said. . . .

“The ships’ contents indicate they set sail from the Phoe-
nician port of Tyre — now a city in Lebanon — about 750 
B.C. Both vessels were transporting hundred of ceramic 
jugs, called amphorae, filled with wine.

“. . . Ballard, a former naval officer and oceanographer, 
uncovered the Phoenician vessels about 30 miles off Israel 
with the aid of an underwater robot, deep-water tracking 
equipment and a global positioning satellite. He was led 
to the area after a team looking for the Dakkar, an Israeli 
submarine that sank 35 years ago, photographed what ap-
peared to be the remains of an ancient shipwreck.

“. . . Ballard said the two vessels were the first intact 
Phoenician ships ever found and will aid historians and 
archaeologists, who until now had to rely on classical 
texts and the Bible for an idea about Phoenician shipping. 
Phoenicians were a seafaring people who lived along the 
Levantine coast for about 2,000 years, beginning in 2300 
B.C.

“Two other shipwrecks found in recent years are older 
than the Phoenician find, dating to about 1300 B.C. to 1200 
B.C. But they were found in shallower waters and were 
not in as good condition” (The Indianapolis Star [June 

   The Church of Christ

The church of Christ is on the Rock
Which never shall be moved;
Upon the Word she firmly stands,
A sure foundation proved.

Christ bought her with His precious blood
To be His holy bride;
He washed and cleansed her with the Word,
For ’twas her life He died.

Her pillars hold the mighty walls
Against the pow’rs of sin;
The Lord is made chief cornerstone,
Our shelter, and defense.

        Ira Mikell

—   —   —   —   —
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Try Truth Magazine
We Will Send 3 Free Issues
For Your Friends to Examine

Call Toll Free: 1-800-428-0121
♦ We are inviting non-subscribers to examine Truth Magainze for free.
♦ One will receive three issues absolutely free!
♦ During this trial period a bill will be sent. If one wishes to continue to receive the  
  magazine, just send in the payment. If not, just    write cancel across the 
notice and his name will    be removed from the list.

Good Reasons for Subscribing  
to Truth Magazine

 • Increase Bible knowledge
 • Many different authors writing on many different topics
 • Both sides of controversial issues examined
 • Current news items
 • Reports of evangelism in USA and foreign  countries
 • Send a subscription to friends, relatives, or  children at college
 • Low Trial Offer Cost — 24 issues/year for  only $15.

What others have to say about Truth Magazine:

“Since 1956, Truth Magazine has been teaching the truth, dealing 
with issues of interest, and sometimes controversy, and reporting 
news of the Lord’s work around the world. Secular newspapers and 
magazines do none of that. Stay informed. Read Truth Magazine” 
— Connie W. Adams.

“I have read the magazine for years. In fact, I read the Truth 
Magazine back in the 60s and also the Gospel Guardian during that 
same period. I watched the blending of the magazines. I recommend 
the present magazine very much. I benefit from the articles. Stay 
the course” — John Humphries.
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

 KENNETT, MO
Church of Christ
703 Harrison St.

 Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(573) 888-6778

LILBOURN, MO
P.O. Box 270

211 Benton St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Shane Williams
(573) 688-2234 or 748-5204

MARSHFIELD, MO
Brentwood Church of Christ

Hwy. 38 East, South on Elm St., 
1/2 mile

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Norman Cass
(417) 859-5166

RAYMORE, MO
Raymore Church of Christ

107 N. Woodson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Wadlington
(816) 322-0042 or 318-0838

ST. JAMES, MO
Church of Christ

400 E. James Blvd.
(P.O. Box 308)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Larry Morris
(573) 265-8973 or 265-8628

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Church of Christ

2727 County Line Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(816) 233-2463 or 279-4737

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Prairie Hills Church of Christ

14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E of 
Intersection I-29 & Hwy. 169)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle White
(816) 233-6485

SPRINGFIELD, MO
Southside Church of Christ

1517 E. Cherokee St.
Bible Study    9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Tim Glover
(417) 881-3131 or 886-5304

BEATRICE, NE
Church of Christ

7th and Bell
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.

233-4102 or 228-3827

PORTSMOUTH, NH
Church of Christ

Anchorage Inn, 417 Woodbury Ave. 
(Rt.1 Bypass at I-95, Traffic Circle)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 12: 00  Noon
Jeff Swan — Call for more informa-

tion (603) 323-9333  
or 1-800-841-7857

MT. LAUREL, NJ
Mt. Laurel Church of Christ

in the Philadelphia Area
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.

(609) 665-2496

PISCATAWAY, NJ
258 Highland Ave.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Bible Classes 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gary P. Eubanks
(732) 463-1323

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

VAUXHALL, NJ
Church of Christ

Milbourn Mall Suite 6
2933 Vauxhall Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry A. Persaud
(973) 378-8999 or (908) 964-6356

ALAMOGORDO, NM
25th & Hawaii Church of Christ

P.O. Box 2065
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
(505) 439-9810 or 430-0494

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Albuquerque Church of Christ

1908 Sunshine Terrace SE
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(call to confirm time)
764-9277

ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Harris Blvd. Church of Christ
5424 E.W.T. Harris Blvd.

Worship 8: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Various members of 
local congregations

Don Moeller (704) 532-9242

DALLAS, NC
Deepwood Forest Church of Christ

2002 Lineburger Rd., Hwy. 275
(Between Dallas & Stanley)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis Woollums
(704) 922-8985

FAYETTEVILLE, NC
West Fayetteville
Church of Christ

5272 Butternut Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Arnold
(910) 424-5162

FRANKLIN, NC
Westside Church of Christ

156 Old Murphy Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gurtler
(704) 369-5186 or 369-8216

GRANITE FALLS, NC
Church of Christ
24 Park Square

Between Hickory & Lenoir
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 396-8107
or 294-6878

SALISBURY, NC
Salisbury Church of Christ

1037 Faith Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(704) 639-1135 or 279-4324

SANFORD, NC
West Sanford Church of Christ

202 Westover Drive
(1 blk. from US 1 and NW 42W)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Nay Rieber
(919) 775-5107 or 774-6935

Tom Gray, 776-0373

WINSTON-SALEM, NC
Church of Christ
2800 S. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening (call 336-784-5058) 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(336) 998-4002
or 785-2475

WARNE, NC
Warne Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 64 at Warne
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 389-6892
or 389-3097

LAS VEGAS, NV
Vegas Dr. Church of Christ

3816 Vegas Drive
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Robertson
(702) 648-4827

BEDFORD, OH
Columbus St. Church of Christ

512 Columbus Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Harry Rice
Building: (216) 232-2231

Home: (216) 232-9068

CANAL WINCHESTER, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

Southeast side of Columbus
7 ½ N. High St.

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 837-8859

CINCINNATI, OHIO
Blue Ash

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Evang:  Russell Dunaway, Jr.

891-3174

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CINCINNATI, OH
Lockland Church of Chist

419 W. Wyoming Ave.
Exit 12 I-75 - W. 2 blocks

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Calvin Schabach
821-0410 or 733-3187

CLEVELAND, OH
Lorain Ave. Church of Christ

13501 Lorain Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(216) 476-0660, 651-1689 or
(330) 725-3960, 723-0111

COLUMBUS, OH
Laurel Canyon

Church of Christ
409 McNaughton Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

868-1375 or 866-4535

DAYTON, OH
Haynes St.

Church of Christ
300 Haynes St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Wayne S. Walker
256-6647 or 256-0127

DAYTON, OH
West Carrollton

23 W. Main Street
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Grushon
856-5162 or 434-3090

DAYTON (Beavercreek) OH
Knollwood Church of Christ

1031 Welford Drive
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Keith Greer
426-1422 or 426-3325

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS 

FIND YOUR PLACE 
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

FREMONT, OH
Church of Christ
3361 W. State St.

1 mi. West of Fremont
on U.S. Rt. 20

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(419) 849-3340 or 849-3686

HAMILTON, OH
Westview Church of Christ

1040 Azel Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 35  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  David A. Stansberry
(513) 868-9988

HUBER HEIGHTS (Dayton), OH
Northern Heights
Church of Christ

5430 Fishburg Rd.
SW cnr. of Rt. 201 & Fishburg

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Bible Study 7: 00  P.M.

(513) 236-7611

HILLIARD, OH
Church of Christ

Heights  Church of Christ
7801 Zuni Road, S.E.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Dee Lancaster
266-7577 or 293-5635

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Westside Church of Christ

Sequoia Plaza
3320 Coors Blvd., NW

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(505) 839-9880

AZTEC, NM
Aztec Area Church of Christ

304 N. Main St.
Bible Study     9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 1: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(505) 334-0874 or 334-3913

BUFFALO, NY
Greater Buffalo Church of Christ

P.O. Box 808, W. Seneca
Bible Study 2: 00  A.M.
Worship  3: 00  A.M.
Tuesday 6: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Roy Diestelkamp
(716) 627-6546 
E-Mail address:

edgibson@juno.com

HUDSON, NY
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 573, Hudson 
Bldg: 86 Main St., Philmont

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(518) 828-2923, 329-3833, or 
672-4904

ASHEVILLE, NC
Church of Christ
Holiday Inn East

(Please call for directions.)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.

Evangelist: Joe Hickman
(828) 254-7332 or 684-3111

CARY, NC
Walnut St. Church of Christ

(Raleigh) 217 Walnut St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  (919) 467-0012
Jeff Archer:  319-1757

CHARLOTTE, NC
Charlotte Church of Christ

5327 S. Tyron St.
Worship     9: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Wendell Powell
(704) 525-5655 or 522-9971

CHARLOTTE, NC
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
4840 Cemetery Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 876-4089

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

MANSFIELD, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

326 Grace Street
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  James Bond
526-2868 or 526-4739

MANSFIELD, OH
Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Leon Bond
(419) 525-3684 or 522-8982

MARIETTA/RENO, OH
Jct. St. Rt. 7 & County Rd. 20

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Wed. - 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th weeks
Thurs. - 1st week

614-374-9827

NEW CARLISLE, OH
Church of Christ
235 Funston Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Lee
(937) 235-2470

NEW LEBANON, OH
Church of Christ
1973 W. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Murphy, Jr.
687-2985

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE 

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

NORTHWOOD, OH
(Toledo Area)

Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
893-3566 or 691-0688

NORWALK, OH
Church of Christ

State Rt. 250 & 13 North

386 N. Edgewood Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Randy Yerby

SALEM, OH
Church of Christ

484 Georgetown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(330) 337-6113

UHRICHSVILLE, OH
Church of Christ

638 Parrish Street
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 00  P.M.

(614) 254-4066, o r
(216) 339-3032

WAVERLY, OH
4th & Mullins

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 947-7122 or 947-1718

ALTUS, OK
Southeast Church of Christ

1105 Navajo
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(580) 535-4767

MIDWEST CITY, OK
Fifth St. Church of Christ

6512 SE Fifth St., Box 30544
(Near Tinker AFB)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Bond
(405) 737-5858 or 737-8272

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Broadview Heights

Church of Christ
3536 NW 38 St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: James B. Lusby
946-6301 or 728-3058

PURCELL, OK
Jackson & Green Ave.

Church of Christ
407 Jackson Street

(Mailing address - Rt.1, Box 80A)
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

527-3538 or 872-3596

STILLWATER, OK
East 6th Ave. Church of Christ

2417 E. Sixth Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Eppler
(405) 743-2603, 377-2847

TULSA, OK
Church of Christ

1702 S. Memorial Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J.T. Smith
627-5670 or 664-6629

TULSA, OK
Woodland Hills
Church of Christ

9119 E. 61 St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Pittman
(918) 252-1220 or 258-2720

AVONDALE, PA
Avondale Church of Christ

Glen Willow Rd.
P.O. Box 421

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Daniel Gatlin, Evangelist
(610) 268-2088, 869-2194

CARLISLE, PA
Walnut Bottom Rd.

Church of Christ
2637 Walnut Bottom Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Hawk
 (717) 776-6122

EXTON, PA
Exton Church of Christ

217 N. Whitford Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

363-8042

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Church of Christ
45 W. Durham St.

P.O. Box 4985
Bible Study 10: 15  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Tues. night 8: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.
(215) 248-2026 or 753-1362

VANDERYRIFT, PA
Church of Christ

156A Farragut Ave.
            

Worship 9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Thursday 7: 30  P.M.

(412) 337-4488

BEAUFORT, SC
Church of Christ

2107 King St., P.O. Box 4
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Paris Island, 8:00 A.M., Sunday

Evangelist: Ronald Nelson
(843) 524-4400 or 524-4652

BEAUFORT/BURTON, SC
Church of Christ

170 Robert Smalls Pkwy.
(Hwy. 170)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(803) 524-4281 or 525-1483

CHARLESTON HEIGHTS, SC
Ashley Heights Church of Christ

2605 S. Oakridge Cir.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Weliever
388-6811 or 381-7401

COLUMBIA, TN
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ

417 Mooresville Pike  
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Maxey
(931) 388-5828 or 380-1226

DIXON SPRINGS, TN
Dixon Springs Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 25 (between 
Hartselle & Carthage)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 868-9266

ERWIN, TN
Church of Christ

N. Erwin Hwy.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M. 
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry A. (Tony) Sayre
(615) 743-8251 or 743-4142

FRANKLIN, TN
Cedarmont Church of Christ

Arno Rd. & Hwy. 96E 
(P.O. Box 682042)

(1 mile East of I65 South)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M. 
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Gambill
(615) 790-2075

GOODLETTSVILLE, TN
Millersville Church of Christ

1158 Louisville Hwy.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jason Malham
(615) 859-1841 or 859-5941

JACKSON, TN
Old Hickory Church of Christ

841 Old Hickory Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
  Evangelist: Gary Kerr

668-1794 or 664-5295

JOHNSON CITY, TN
Brookmead Church of Christ

2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Kay 
615-928-4000 or 753-9865

KNOXVILLE, TN
7604 Chapman Hwy.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger D. Williams
(423) 573-6638

MADISON, TN
Church of Christ

Kemper at Tuckahoe Dr.
(10 min. from Opryland)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Friday  6: 30  P.M.

(803) 553-4970 or 553-4346

COLUMBIA, SC
Lower Richland Church of Christ

3000 Trotter Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J. David Powlas
(803) 783-6059 or 776-0754

SUMTER, SC
Woodland Church of Christ

3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday       7:  00 P.M.

Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.
773-0828

TAYLORS, SC
(Greenville Area)

Taylors Church of Christ
400 E. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Mosely
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728

www.taylors church of christ.com

WARRENVILLE, SC
(Aiken/Augusta Area)

Warrenville Church of Christ
P.O. Box 98

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 648-9451 or 649-0439

WEST COLUMBIA, SC
Airport Church of Christ

4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 755-0023 or 894-6471

RAPID CITY, SD
Church of Christ

1302 E. Fairmont Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Matt Allen
(605) 348-7990 or 688-9170

CHATTANOOGA, TN
North Hixson Church of Christ

5484 Old Hixson Pike
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Walton
(423) 870-8029 or 842-5526

CLEVELAND, TN
Highway 64 Church of Christ

111 Durkee Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(423) 344-7259, 479-6990
or 339-1068

COLUMBIA, TN
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ

1200 Nashville Hwy.,  
Hwy. 31N

Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Green
(615) 868-6078 or 662-8200

MARYVILLE, TN
Smoky Mt. Church of Christ

2206 Montvale Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

C.H. Buld (423) 984-4708
Harold Tabor (423) 977-4230
Gary Kirtley (423) 981-1885

MCMINNVILLE, TN
West End Ave.

Church of Christ
P.O. Box 8060, Zip 37110

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  David Young
(615) 668-7453

MEMPHIS, TN
Burlington Church of Christ

3825 S. Germantown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Doug Seaton
(901) 754-2765 or 853-7840

MEMPHIS, TN
Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Dick Blackford
(901) 388-2474 or 757-9001

MEMPHIS, TN
Hunters Run Church of Christ

6590 Stateline Road (west of  
Germantown Rd. Ext.)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Julian R. Snell
(901) 853-6726 or 363-9133

MURFREESBORO, TN
663 Compton Road

(1 mi. E. of VA Hospital)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Assembly    10: 00  A.M.
Assembly 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

David Arnold
(615) 896-6550 or 896-9474

Web page: http://www.mtsu.edu/@
arnoldd/bible.html

MURFREESBORO, TN
Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Kyle Campbell
 and Bill Cavender

(615) 893-1200

MURFREESBORO, TN
South Ridge Church of Christ

488 Barfield-Crescent Rd.
(Exit 81 off I-24, south 1 1/2 miles on 

231S, turn right)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 848-0303 or 893-5070

MURFREESBORO, TN
University Heights

Church of Christ
1412 East Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
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MURFREESBORO, TN

Westvue Church of Christ
316 Kings Hwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Duggin
896-1292 or 896-3943

NASHVILLE, TN
Bell Road Church of Christ

1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill O'Neal
(615) 833-4444 or 941-1134

NASHVILLE, TN
Hillview Church of Christ

7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(615) 356-7318 or 952-3433

NASHVILLE, TN
Perry Heights Church of Christ

423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Daniel H. King
(615) 883-3118 or 366-5009

NASHVILLE, TN
Riverside Dr. Church of Christ

1530 Riverside Dr.
(Close to Opryland and new stadium)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Wilson Adams
(615) 262-0241

ROCKWOOD, TN
Post Oak Rd. Church of Christ

1227 Post Oak Valley Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Moore
(423) 354-9416 or 354-0489

ROCKWOOD, TN
Church of Christ 
Highway 70 East

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(423) 354-2557

SHELBYVILLE, TN
El Bethel Church of Christ

Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader
(615) 685-1113 or 684-9099

WAVERLY, TN
Eastside Church of Christ

1412 E. Railroad St.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(931) 296-5217 or 296-4657

Northwest Church of Christ
7750 Highway 105

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Russ Bowman
898-4034, 287-3908

or 866-6939

CLEBURNE, TX
Church of Christ

404 South Caddo St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(817) 645-3588

CLEVELAND, TX
Church of Christ
310 E. Houston

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Raymond Meaux
281-592-1581

CLUTE, TX
Church of Christ

343 S. Main
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Lloyd
265-5283 or 265-2933

COLLEGE STATION, TX
Church of Christ

810 Southwest Pkwy.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Wayne Moody
764-6562 or 693-1758

COLUMBUS, TX
West Oaks Church of Christ

214 FM 806
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Herbert Thorton Jr.
(409) 732-3001

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Hwy. 9 Church of Christ

5853 Leopard St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Clyde Carter
(512) 777-0606, 241-0818, 

289-1559, 853-8637 or 289-1439  

DALLAS, TX
College Park Church of Christ

701 Centennial Blvd.
Richardson, Texas

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Rickie G. Jenkins
(972) 783-9777

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

DICKINSON, TX

Church of Christ, 2919 Main St.
(Between Houston-Galveston

Exit 19  on  I-45, east 2 mi. on 517)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 9: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jay Horsley
(281) 534-4870

DUMAS, TX
Central Church of Christ

424 E. First St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David M. Bonner
(806) 935-5363 or 935-6883

EDNA, TX
301 South Robison

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(512) 782-5506 or 782-2844
Elders: S.A. Mercer & S. Wilson

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
Web Page http://ykc.com/cofc/

EL PASO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ

3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Ken Looper (915) 821-1084
(915) 855-4327

FORT WORTH, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ

Altamesa at Landview
(“at the overpass”)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Tom M. Roberts
292-4908 or 294-9706

FORT WORTH, TX
West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd.

76114
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Stan Cox
(817) 738-7269

HARLINGEN, TX
Church of Christ

1625 Morgan Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Earl Dale
(956) 423-4690 or 423-6225

HOUSTON, TX
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road  (77084)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Mark White (281) 578-1897

HOUSTON, TX
Bellaire Church of Christ

8001 South Rice Ave.
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David O. Lanius, Jr.
(713) 668-4810

HOUSTON, TX
Church of Christ

in Oak Forest
1333 Judiway

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

(713) 686-0788

HOUSTON, TX (Southwest)
Murphy Rd. Church of Christ

2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

HOUSTON, TX
Spring Woods Church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Church Phone (713) 973-6667
Elders:  468-4753, 461-2222,

or 863-1927

HUNTINGTON, TX
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 858
One block north of U.S. 69

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 422-4623

IRVING, TX
Westside Church of Christ

2300 W. Pioneer Dr.
(closest to D/FW Airport)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Roberts
258-8527 or (214) 986-9131

http://www.flash.net/~westside

LANCASTER, TX
Dallas Avenue Church of Christ

601 N. Dallas Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 25  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Boshart
(972) 227-2910 or 227-1119

LANCASTER, TX
Pleasant Run Church of Christ

831 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 227-1758 or 227-2598

LUFKIN, TX
Church of Christ
4th & Groesbeck
401 E. Groesbeck

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 632-1771 or 634-7515

LUFKIN, TX
Timberland Dr. Church of Christ

912 S. Timberland Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.
 Evangelists: Harold Hancock

James W. Adams
634-7110 or 632-7070

MANSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ

1820 E. Debbie Lane

P.O. Box 165
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening  6: 00  A.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.                    
         

Evangelist:  Bobby Holmes
(817) 277-9186 or 

(972) 262-3818

MESQUITE, TX
(East Dallas)

Westlake Church of Christ
427 Gross Rd., 75149

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Haley
(972) 285-1610

MIDLAND, TX
Midland Church of Christ

3416 Thomason
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

694-3482 or 683-6725

NACOGDOCHES, TX
Mound & Starr Church of Christ

1439 N. Mound St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Randy Harshbarger

ODESSA, TX
Crescent Park Church of Christ

1415 Royalty
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Paul Smith
(915) 362-1777 or 366-5071

PLANO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)

Spring Creek Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 398-3221 or 231-3748

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Church of Christ in Valley-Hi

(Near Lackland AFB)
4302 SW Loop 410

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(210) 674-4188 or 628-1018

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Pecan Valley Church of Christ

268 Utopia (IH 37 S.E.
Exit Pecan Valley)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Byron Gage
(210) 337-6143 or 662-9336

SAN MARCOS, TX
San Marcos Church of Christ

2660 Hunter Road
P.O. Box 669

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Afternoon 2: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: George W. Slover
(512) 396-2399 or 353-0364

SHERMAN, TX

ALLEN, TX
Church of Christ
303 E. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Foy W. Vinson
424-5766

ALVARADO,TX
I-35 Church of Christ

(E. Service Rd. of I-35, North of 
Alvarado)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship  11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(817) 783-6308 or 790-7253

ALVIN, TX
House St. Church of Christ

516 W. House St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry R. Osborne
(713) 331-4953 or

331-9305

ANGELTON, TX
Kiber St. Church of Christ

P.O. Box 1162
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Moore
(409) 849-6246

AUSTIN, TX
Cedar Park Church of Christ
Brushy Crk. Rd. & Mustange

Cedar Park, Texas
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Everett
(512) 259-0924 or 219-6816

AUSTIN, TX
Wonsley Dr. Church of Christ

507 E. Wonsley Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff  Smith
(512) 990-7158 or 836-8532

Wonsleycoc@ao1.com

BAYTOWN, TX
Pruett and Lobit Church of Christ

701 North Pruett St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Larry Hafley
(281) 422-5926 or 421-7367

BAYTOWN, TX
East Side Church of Christ

2100 James Bowie
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tony Mauck
(281) 427-8729 or 837-9259

BEAUMONT, TX
Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ

3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Max Dawson
& Edwin Crozier
(409) 866-1996

BEAUMONT, TX

30
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ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

Westwood Village
 Church of Christ

314 N. Tolbert
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Fred Watkins
(903) 868-2809, 893-3637

TAYLOR, TX
South Loop Highway 79

Church of Christ
Route 2, Box 136B

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: John H. Crow
(512) 365-7058

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TEMPLE, TX
Leon Valley Church of Christ

4404 Twin City Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Stroud
(254) 939-0682 or 774-7551

TEMPLE, TX
Southside Church of Christ

2003 S. 5th
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Haynes
773-0931

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER MONTH

WEST COLUMBIA, TX
Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: David Weaks
(409) 345-3818

THE WOODLANDS, TX
Woodlands Church of Christ

P.O. Box 7664-77380
3987 Wellman Road

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

367-2099 or 367-1235

KAYSVILLE, UT
137 S. Flint St.

Bible Classes 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

For info. call (801) 544-1401
 or 451-4582

OGDEN, UT
Ogden Church of Christ

910 23rd St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(801) 394-1397
Bilingual English and Spanish

ANNANDALE, VA
Annandale Church of Christ

Washington, D.C. Area
4709 Ravensworth Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Contact: Floyd Chappelear
256-5543 or 830-0164

CHESAPEAKE, VA
Tidewater Church of Christ

217 Taxus St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Schlosser
(757) 479-5658 or 436-6900

CHESTER, VA
Chester Church of Christ

12100 Winfree St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Crowder
796-2374 or 530-2285

CHESTER, VA
Rivermont Church of Christ

2316 E. Hundred Rd.
(2 mi. W. of Hopewell on Hwy. 10,  

5 ½ mi. E, I-95, exit 61A)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert S. Swain
(804) 530-1764

NEWPORT NEWS, VA
Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ

315 Harpersville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Aaron Burleson
(757) 877-6264 or 838-5374

POUND, VA
Church of Christ

U.S. 23, 3 mi. S. of Pound
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.
Evangelist:  Daniel Holloway

(703) 796-5767

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER YEAR
$95.00 PER QUARTER

RICHMOND, VA
Forest Hill Church of Christ

1208 W. 41st St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Jack Bise, Jr.
(804) 233-5959

RICHMOND, VA
West End

4909 Patterson Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evang.: Michael W. McLemore
(804) 358-7933, 320-3948

or 750-2873

RIDGEWAY, VA
Church of Christ (Rd. 750)

2273 Old Leaksville Rd. 
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Tom Knight - 956-3637
Webster Ford - 956-3093
Jamie Hinds - 956-4651

ROANOKE, VA
Blue Ridge Church of Christ

Blue Ridge Mall, Unit 16
9 mi. E. of Roanoke, Rt. 460

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Call:  Larry Powell
(540) 992-5912 or

Building (540) 977-1277

STAFFORD, VA
Ruby Church of Christ

5 mi. S. of Stafford
US Rt. 1 - P.O. Box 1524

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(540) 373-9466
or 972-2598

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Virginia Beach Church of Christ

Pembrook Manor
Recreation Building

4452 Hinsdale St.
P.O. Box 8693 (23450)

Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(804) 486-6639 or 486-6245
www.vb-churchofChrist.com

BELLINGHAM, WA
Northside Church of Christ

5201 Northwest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Price
(360) 354-7867 or 384-1807

BREMERTON, WA
Church of Christ

500 Pleasant Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.

Elders: Howard Reagan
Harold Trimble, Otto Spieth, Scott 

Saario
377-5622

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TACOMA, WA
Manitou Church of Christ

4806 So. 66th St.
(P.O. Box 7523, 98407)

Sunday 9: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(253) 759-7875
(425) 557-9242

Voice Mail: (253) 752-5616

Barrio Colon
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 8: 00  P.M.

(54) 51-561645 or 219123
Evangelist: Carlos Gatti

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta

Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 A Ave. N.E. T2E ISI

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Derek Chambers
(403) 276-8088 

Services in English and Spanish

CANADA
Jordan, Ontario, Loriso
Jordan Church of Christ
2863 Regional Road 81

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(905) 562-4739, 685-3896

CANADA
Hamilton, Ontario

33 Highcliffe
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Monday    7: 00  P.M.

Closest Church to Toronto
Steve Rudd, Evangelist

(905) 575-8437

JAPAN
Okinawa, Japan

Mid-Island Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Call 645-6334, 622-5163 
for information

WEST GERMANY
Kaiserslautern Area

Ramstein Church of Christ
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(06371) 17049 or 44529

HELP
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR 

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

Greenbag Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeremy Joy
(304) 292-3276 or 296-9793

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ

210 Cedar St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Brian Price
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Roberts Ridge Church of Christ

Rd. 2 - Box 368-A
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Sam Wood (304) 845-2202
Ray Crow (304) 845-8098

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOU
PLACE OF WORSHIP

THIS SPACE
$25.00 PER QUARTER

$95.00 PER YEAR

PARKERSBURG, WV
Marrtown Church of Christ

825 Marrtown Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 861-0342 or 422-7458

RAVENSWOOD, WV
Church of Christ
1101 Gallatin St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Christian
273-0261 or 273-3267

MILWAUKEE, WI
Metropolitan Church of Christ
1029 S. 58th St., P.O. Box 14187

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Girardot
257-3035

Church: 258-8520

ARGENTINA, Cordoba
Iglesia de Cristo

Pasaje Alicante 2431

VANCOUVER, WA
Church of Christ

Temp. at Sara J. Anderson School, 
2215 N.E. 104th St.

P.O. Box 2488, Zip 98668
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00  A.M.

(360) 687-9196
(360) 263-2168

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

YAKIMA, WA
W. Washington Ave. Church of Christ

902 W. Washington Ave.
Conservative

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(509) 248-8190 or 248-5614

BECKLEY, WV
Church of Christ
100 Carriage Dr.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Weldon E. Warnock
(304) 252-8108 or 255-1136

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

522 Daugherty St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 346-2112

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

873 Oakwood Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 342-5637

CLARKSBURG, WV
Westside Church of Christ

Davison Run Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 782-2132

FAIRMONT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ

934 East Park Avenue
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 366-4523 or 449-1495

MORGANTOWN, WV
Glen Oaks Church of Christ
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see “Better Go” on p. 504

Difficult Bible 
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“I Think We’d Better Go”
J. Wiley Adams

Sometimes small children set some mighty fine examples for the 
adults in the congregation. Such an example was set recently by a 
six-year old who did not even realize that he was doing anything out 
of the ordinary.

We’ll call this young boy, Jacob, since that is really his name. His 
father was away on a business trip. His mother stays home and tends 
to her children and the ways of her household. How wonderful to see 
this happen in this day and time!

It was the time of year for colds, allergies, and sinus problems in 
Central Georgia. These ailments had run through the whole family as 
this kind of thing will do. Jacob had been running a fever but it had 
subsided. Still the little guy felt 
pretty bad.

But Wednesday night came. 
Time to go to services. Noting, 
as an attentive mother would do, 
that her son felt bad, she asked 
him if he felt like going. Without 
hesitation Jacob said, “I think 
we’d better go.” He knew that if 
he stayed home that his mother 
and two sisters would have to 
stay too to care for him. So the 
van pulled up to the building 
with all four of them. You can’t 
keep a good kid down!

I hope many adults in the 
church will read this and bow their heads in shame. Surely there are 
legitimate reasons for not being present but many hide under the 
ambiguous umbrella of “I feel bad.” My brother’s first gospel meeting in 
Newport, North Carolina (arranged for him by Harry Pickup, Sr.) would 
have been a non-meeting because of an awful throat condition that 
developed almost as soon as he arrived had it not been that the nice 
couple with whom he stayed “mopped” his throat every night and 
every morning throughout the meeting. But, preach he did. I mean 
he did. Sore throat be hanged!
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Editorial
Editorial

Extending Fellowship To A 
False Teacher
Mike Willis

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father 
and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth 
him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds (2 John 9-11).

This text of Scripture warns a church against receiving into its fel-
lowship those who are transgressing the doctrine of Christ, not being 
content to abide in the doctrine of Christ. In our age of loose fellowship, 
it is a concept that is not readily accepted.

The unity-in-diversity plea has rejected the concept expressed in this 
verse. The Christian Church calls for a unity-in-diversity with members 
of the Lord’s church. The kind of unity they accept is one in which the 
Christian Church continues its unauthorized practices (which initially 
were the church support of missionary societies and instrumental music 
in worship, but now has expanded to church op erated schools, women 
speaking in the assembly, receiving the pious unimmersed, etc.) and 
gospel preachers ceasing to preach that these practices are sinful. It is 
immaterial to the Christian Church whether or not we choose to use 
instrumental music in worship. The same unity-in-diversity plea has 
been espoused by our institutional brethren. The kind of unity they ac-
cept is one in which they con tinue to support their human institutions 
(colleges, orphan homes, hospitals, old folks homes, etc.), participating 
in the sponsoring church arrangement, and building “fellowship halls” 
(another name for rec reational facilities ranging from a kitchen to a 
gymnasium). These brethren do not care whether or not we decide to 
support these activi ties so long as we do not condemn their participation 
in them. Some among us clamor for the same kind of unity on divorce 
and remar riage. They want to preach their doctrines that allow those 
who have divorced their mates for causes other than fornication to hold 
mem bership in the church while staying in these unscriptural marriages 
and want us to quit preaching that is unscriptural doctrine and con duct. 
They do not care that we do not accept into our fellowship those involved 
in unscriptural marriages and do not invite preachers who preach their 
false doctrines on divorce and remarriage, so long as we don’t condemn 
them for doing those things!

The unity-in-diversity plea is a different platform of unity than is the 
plea for unity grounded on the revealed word of God. Just as we have uni-
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The Greatest Task in the 
World

Connie W. Adams

The Lord’s church has been given the greatest task in the world. It 
has been charged with the awesome duty of preaching the gospel to all 
mankind. The design of that message is to turn people from darkness to 
light, to “rescue the perishing.”

Jesus said the gospel was to be preached to the whole creation (Mark 
16:15-16). Paul said the church is the “pillar and ground of the truth” (1 
Tim. 3:15). As such, it is expected to stand under and support the truth 
in the world. The church at Thessalonica was commended because from 
it had “sounded out the word of the Lord” (1 Thess. 1:8-10). The seven 
churches of Asia were described as candlesticks (lampstands) (Rev. 1:20). 
They were to be bearers of the light of the gospel.

The greatest task in the world has been ordered by the greatest Being 
in existence, God himself. This task can only be accomplished by following 
the wisdom of the God who ordered it. “The foolishness of God is wiser 
than men” (1 Cor. 1:25). God said, “My thoughts are not your thoughts and 
my ways are not your ways” (Isa. 55:8-9). The human mind would have 
required the massing of troops and the concentration of power to carry 
out this task. The mind of God ordained that there be no more complex 
arrange ment than that of a local church doing what it can to the limit 
of its power, and the consecrated efforts of individual disciples whose 
hearts burn with a love for the souls of the lost.

The great worldwide spread of the gospel did not take place in the 
New Testament era until the concentration of thousands of members was 
scattered abroad (Acts 8:1-4). The scattering of the troops was contrary 
to anything the wisdom of men would have fashioned, but the wisdom 
and providence of God were behind it and it resulted in permeating the 
Roman Empire with the gospel.

The trend toward huge projects, mass meetings, great demonstrations 
of “our” numbers and “our” great men, and the concentration of power 
and resources in the hands of a few elderships in large congregations is 
but a symptom of a loss of respect for the wisdom of God and an over-
estimation of the wisdom of men.

With each congregation sounding out the word of the Lord under its 
own elders, using its own resources and answerable to no board or con-
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clave known to man, and with each disciple personally 
doing all he can to teach the truth wherever his in fluence 
extends, then the task can and will be accomplished in 
harmony with the wisdom of the Being who ordered it. 
Let us be content to work according to his will. But let us 
not be content until we have done exactly that. Let’s get 
on with God’s work in God’s way.

P.O. Box 69, Brooks, Kentucky 40109

He had given himself to God. Looking beyond this life he 
saw the prize set before him (Phil. 3:14). He recognized 
he was a sinner. Seeing himself as God saw him caused 
him to want to change. He wanted God to forgive him. He 
asked what Jesus would have him to do (Acts 9:6). Jesus 
told him to go into the city and it would be told him what 
to do. Ananias was sent to him. He told him to arise and 
be baptized and wash away his sins (Acts 22:16; 9:17-18). 
Paul was determined to do what was right in the sight 
of God (2 Tim. 3:10-11). Paul understood his duty before 
God and lived as God would have him to do (1 Cor. 9:16). 
It was his duty to preach to and save as many people as 
he could (Rom. 10:1).

Do we love God as Paul did? Will we give ourselves 
wholly to him? Do we have that desire to be forgiven and 
go to live with the redeemed of all ages?

1150 County Highway 45, Hayden, Alabama 35079

Why Paul Left

Roy S. Fudge

There was a series of lessons given in Fort Worth, Texas 
in 1948 entitled “Why I Left.” A number of different people 
told why they left their former religious bodies.

Saul of Tarsus left his former religious ties. Why? When 
we look at Saul we find he grew up in an important city 
(Acts 21:39). Saul must have been of a prominent family 
since they were Roman citizens (Acts 22:27). They were 
strong religious believers being Pharisees (Acts 26:5). Saul 
went to Jerusalem to study under the best teachers. He 
sat at the feet of Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). He was at the head 
of his class (Gal. 1:14). Not only that, but he was well liked 
by the High Priest (Acts 9:2). His zeal had no bounds (Acts 
22:3). It seems Saul had everything any young man could 
want. So why did he leave it all?

As Saul was letting his zeal and conscience guide him, 
he went to Damascus to destroy all who followed Christ. 
However before he reached the city he had a change of 
heart. A great light shown about him and he heard a voice 
calling his name. This we read in Acts 9:5. He asked, “Who 
are you Lord?” The answer came, “I am Jesus, the one you 
are persecuting.” He saw and talked to Jesus (1 Cor. 15:8). 
Paul always kept a good conscience (Acts 24:16). He was 
honest in all he did.

Being honest he looked beyond this life (1 Tim. 4:8). 
He could not be happy if he was untrue to himself. Paul 
said, “It is not I that live but Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). 

Bible Text Books

      $3.25

Proverbs 
by Mike WillisA good study for teenage or adult classes.
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saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and 
fro, carried about by every wind of doctrine” (Eph. 4:11-
14). These gifts the Lord gave, designed to bring about 
unity as the truth demands. This enabled men to grow, 
become complete and be, as Paul wrote the Colossians, 
“. . . grounded and settled, and be not moved away from 
the hope of the gospel” (Col. 1:23). Ephesians 4:3 urges, 
“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.” Paul then tells us that we can be united as we 
adhere to the seven ones of unity (Eph. 4:4-6). If you are 
thinking of the nine spiritual gifts of 1 Corinthians, they 
were given till “that which is perfect is come” (1 Cor. 13:10). 
This has reference to the time that all of the faith would 
be completed, or until such time as, “. . . the faith which 
was once delivered” (Jude 3).

Till The Seed Should Come
In discussing the closing out of the law of Moses and 

the bringing in of the new covenant, Paul asked and an-
swered the question. “Wherefore then serveth the law: It 
was added because of transgression till the seed should 
come to whom the promise was made . . .”  (Gal. 3:19). 
Just what is the limitation of this serving law? The word 
“till” holds the duration. “. . . till the seed should come.” 
Now who is the seed? Galatians 3:13 tells us, “. . . And to 
thy seed, which is Christ.” So the law of Moses was in ef-
fect till Christ came and died on the cross. The law then 
was “. . . took, out of the way, nailing it to his cross” (Col. 
2:14). So, we today live under and are subject to the law 
of Christ (Gal. 6:2).

4121 Woodyard Rd., Bloomington, Indiana 47404

Johnie Edwards

The word “till” is important in the understanding of 
many Scriptures. This study is designed to show the value 
of the word “till.”

Till All Be Fulfilled
As Jesus taught about the law of Moses, He said, “Think 

not that I am come to destroy the law or the prophets: I 
am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto 
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt. 
5:17-18). The word “till” limits. We are told by some that 
Jesus did not fulfil the law. He said he did. The passage 
does not say the law would not pass away.

It says “the law would not pass away till all be fulfilled.” 
The law did not go in parts, when it went, all of it went 
at the same time! In fact there is no “jot” or “tittle” of the 
law that Jesus did not fulfill.

Till My Change Come
Job wrote of the brevity of life when he said, “If a man 

die, shall he live again? All the days of my appointed time 
will I wait, till my change come” (Job 14:14). Man’s waiting 
time there is limited. It is limited till a change comes. One 
of these days, we all will change worlds. The wise man 
said, “Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and 
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it” (Eccl. 12:7). 
We are here till this takes place. James penned, “For as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works 
is dead also” (Jas. 2:26). Man’s earth-life will continue till 
his spirit leaves his body. The coming of Christ will find 
that, “. . . that the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed” (1 Cor. 15:52). Those living on the 
earth when Christ returns will, “. . . all be changed . . . for 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality” (1 Cor. 15:51-52).

Till We All Come in the Unity of the Faith
As the apostle Paul discusses the giving of “gifts unto 

men” (Eph. 4:8-12); he mentions, “And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some evangelists; 
and some pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the 

Till

Subscribe for a friend!
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ly apocalyptic and believed that 
Christ’s second coming was im-
minent. Consequently, he did not 
intend his sometimes stern judg-
ments on doctrinal matters and on 
issues of gender and sexuality to 
become church dogma applied, as 
it has been, for nearly 2000 years” 
(52). While it was a common belief 
among first century Christians that 
the return of Christ was imminent (as 
expressed in 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11), who 
is to say that Paul meant that the 
things he taught only to be applied 
to them of that generation? 

Who is to say that the doctrinal 
matter established by Paul was mere-
ly his opinion? One must remember 
that the New Testament is not a 
collection of the personal beliefs of 
several men, but rather the inspired 
Word of God! Peter says knowing 
this first, that no prophecy of Scrip-
ture is of any private interpretation 
(origin) for prophecy never came by 
the will of man, but holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20-21). Not only 
did the personal judgment of Paul 
condemn homosexuality and state 
the proper role of women — it was 
and is the law of God expressed by 
the Holy Spirit!

Peter defended the writing of Paul 
as being the wisdom given to him in 
2 Peter 3:15. Paul reminded his read-

In the Defense of the 
Apostle Paul

Matthew Allen

The number of people wishing 
to conduct themselves in or ap-
plaud deviant sexual behavior or 
other immoral activities seems to 
be growing at an alarming rate. We 
are in the midst of a society that 
glorifies ungodly behavior as being 
freedom of expression while at the 
same time it viciously attacks morally 
minded people as being right wing 
extremists. That the assault by the 
mainstream media on biblical values 
continues is very evident and often 
goes unchecked by the majority of 
complacent, self-satisfied Ameri-
cans. It is enough to depress even 
the most optimistic of persons.

Recently, I was given an article en-
titled “Reassessing the Apostle Paul” 
which appeared in the April 5, 1999 
edition of U.S. News & World Reports. 
The article, written by Jeffery L. 
Sheler, describes Paul as “a tireless 
missionary and prolific theologian, . 
. . more instrumental in the founding 
of Christianity than anyone else — 
even Jesus Himself” (52). While the 
article endeavors to describe many 
of his life events (conversion, the 
thorn in the flesh, and his persecu-
tion of Christians before coming to 
Christ) it summarizes several new 
theories being supported by “promi-
nent theologians.”

One theory as explained in the 
article reads, “Paul was intense-

As Paul taught  
the Christians  
of the first  

century, he was  
revealing the law of 
Christ as expressed by 
the Holy Spirit. It  
simply was not “just  
his opinion.” The law  
of Christ is applicable  
to all generations — in-
cluding those living  
in 1999!
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ers in several instances that his words 
were not his own. Observe:

These things we also speak, not 
in words which man’s wisdom 
teaches but which the Holy Spirit 
teaches . . . (2 Cor. 2:13).

The commands were not solely 
from Paul, but the Lord  (1 Cor. 
7:10).

The things which I write to you are 
the commandments of  the Lord (1 
Cor. 14:37).

The Thessalonians welcomed the 
teachings of Paul and the apostles 
not as the word of men, but as it is 
in truth, the Word of God (1 Thess. 
2:13).

In 1 Corinthians 14:37 Paul stated 
the things he wrote were the com-
mandments of the Lord.

In 1 Timothy 6:3-5 Paul taught 
that if one did not consent to “the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to the doctrine which is according 
to godliness, he is proud, knowing 
nothing . . . (and) from such withdraw 
yourself.

As Paul taught the Christians of 
the first century, he was revealing 
the law of Christ as expressed by 
the Holy Spirit. It simply was not 
“just his opinion.” The law of Christ 
is applicable to all generations — 
including those living in 1999 (Heb. 
13:8)! Homosexuality and feminism 
are just as wrong today as they were 
2000 years ago!

The above reasoning is nothing 
more than a careful disguise of the 
belief that certain biblical principles 
are not relevant to people today. 
Most of the biblical principles some 
claim not to be relevant are those 
that go against politically correct and 
deviant lifestyles. However, princi-
ples concerning love, and especially 
forgiveness (which many confuse 
with tolerance) are championed by 
liberal theologians. But what does 

the standard say?

The New Testament 
teaches the Christian not 
to turn away from the pat-
tern established by the 
Apostles. Please note 2 
Thessalonians 3:14 and Ga-
latians 1:7-9. In 2 Timothy 
4:2-4 Paul charged Timothy 
to “preach the Word! . . . for 
the time will come when 
they will not endure sound 
doctrine, but according 
to their own desires they will heap 
up for themselves teachers; and 
they will turn their ears away from 
the truth.” The book of 2 Timothy 
was written just before the death 
of Paul (see 4:6-8). He knew follow-
ing his death (through inspiration 
of the Spirit) that believers would 
depart from the truth. These words 
were meant to be applicable for all 
generations — up to the return of 
Christ! Jesus said, “Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but My words will by 
no means pass away” (Matt. 24:35). 
Indeed there are many who cannot 
endure sound doctrine! The idea 
that certain teachings of Scripture 
are not relevant today is simply an 
open rebellion against the authority 
of Almighty God!

Some liberal theologians now as-
sert that Paul’s writings have been 
adjusted by “church leaders” to con-
form his writings to their particular 
opinion. Sheler writes, for all of his 
energy and influence, Paul wrote 
only a fraction of the New Testament 
letters that tradition ascribes to him, 
and even some of those were subse-
quently altered by others to reflect 
later developments in church theol-
ogy (52). Sheler goes on to write, 
“. . . the most flagrant ‘anti-women’ 
statements may have been added 
to the text by later church scribes . . 
. and . . . Paul’s views on homosexu-
ality may have been misconstrued” 
(55). While there may have been a 
mis-translation here and there one 
may know with confidence that the 
Bible as we have it today is indeed 

the inspired word of God. How?

Beginning at the end of the first 
century, Christians began to write 
down copies of the exhortations of 
the apostles. Most of the New Tes-
tament could be reproduced from 
the second century writers Origen, 
Clement of Alexandria, and Tertul-
lian. Also, during the second century, 
the text was translated into the com-
mon languages of the people where 
it went. There are over 9,000 manu-
scripts of the New Testament printed 
in language other than Greek — all 
dating from the second century. 
Most of the manuscripts were found 
all over the known world and have 
given scholars a good chance to 
verify later Greek manuscripts. The 
texts we have today match the texts 
from the second century. 

When people refuse to conform 
their lives with the truth of the 
Scriptures, they must resort to the 
tactics of assuming the motives of 
the Apostles and inspired men. As 
noted above, some even have to 
go to the extreme of claiming that 
uninspired men have tainted the 
text with their biased opinions/
judgments. These assertions should 
be proof positive that the practices 
and attitudes they attempt to bring 
into “religion” are contrary to the 
clear teaching of God’s word. Jesus 
said, “This is the condemnation, that 
the light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” 
(John. 3:19).

Let us conform our lives to the 
Word of God which is found within 
the pages of the New Testament! 
Jesus said that the “Word will judge 
us on the last day: He who rejects 
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wife may get angry or become peeved over something. 
They do not talk freely. Instead of communicating with 
each other about their finances, likes and dislikes, in-laws, 
sex, work situation, or whatever problems they have, they 
refuse to talk. When communication breaks down, real 
trouble is on the way.

3. Communication is crucial in the parent-child rela-
tionship. An exasperated mother wrings her hands and 
exclaims, “I just can’t talk to Mary these days.” Previously 
Mary had shouted to her mother, “Don’t preach to me; just 
take me to the mall.” A barrier has come between mother 
and daughter. Words and acts which convey understand-
ing are blocked. Until communication is restored there 
will be a strained and unpleasant relationship. Teenagers 
often speak a language of their own. Parents may have 
difficulty in understanding the emotions of their young-
sters. Older people can lose touch easily with the younger 
generation. Good parents look for ways to communicate 
with their offspring. Father and mother must be willing 
to listen. Above all, parents must communicate to their 
children by example and word so as to train them in the 
admonition or instruction of the Lord (Eph. 6:1-4). Godly 
parents are never too busy to discuss with their children 
whatever problems they have.

4. Communication is necessary in converting the 
lost. Despite the strained relation between Jews and 
Samaritans, Jesus engaged the Samaritan woman at the 
well in conversation. He talked to her about the water of 
life, worship, and his being the Messiah (John 4). Philip 
arrested the attention of the Ethiopian by asking, “Under-
standest thou what thou readest?” This question led to 
the opportunity of opening his mouth and preaching to 
the Ethiopian about Jesus. And that led to the Ethiopian’s 

Communication Is Vital

Irvin Himmel

The ability to communicate effectively is a mark of 
leadership. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, a Democrat, 
spoke meaningfully to the hearts of Americans in the 
depression years. His “fireside chats” carried live across 
the nation by radio struck responsive chords. My aged 
Grandmother Melton admired Roosevelt as a speaker. 
President Ronald Reagan, a Republican, gained the repu-
tation of being the “great communicator.” He expressed 
himself with clarity and persuasion.

To communicate is to impart, transmit, or convey 
knowledge or information; to reveal or make known 
so that others will understand; to notify or apprise; to 
disseminate facts or ideas. We transmit and receive 
thousands of communications daily. These communica-
tions relate to many facets of life. Stop and think of the 
importance of communication.

1. Communication is essential to our having the proper 
relationship with God. We could not know what pleases 
God and what violates his will if there were no commu-
nication from him. He has “revealed” by the Spirit the 
things of God (1 Cor. 2:10-13). That which was a “mystery” 
(something hidden or concealed) was made known to 
the apostles and prophets by the Spirit (Eph. 3:1-5). By 
reading what inspired men wrote we gain understanding. 
God has not left us to guess what his will is, nor has he 
left us to direct our own footsteps (Jer. 10:23). Through 
the Scriptures the information we need to obey God is 
conveyed.

2. Communication is critical in marriage. Some hus-
bands and wives are so busy pursuing their individual 
careers that they are seldom together. Instead of develop-
ing understanding, they grow apart. Or, a husband and 

We could not know what pleases God and what violates his will if  
there were no communication from him. He has “revealed” by the  

Spirit the things of God (1 Cor. 2:10-13). 
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confessing Christ and being baptized (Acts 8:30-39). 
There are numerous ways of communicating gospel 
truth to the lost. Some can talk on a one-to-one basis 
who could never preach a public sermon. The essential 
thing is to find a way of arousing interest and imparting 
knowledge of the word of God.

5. Communication is vital when saints assemble to 
worship. A brother who is asked to lead prayer should 
speak slowly, distinctly, and with adequate volume. 
Others cannot say “Amen” unless the leader communi-
cates his thoughts. One who talks so low that he cannot 
be heard is not “leading” prayer. He is merely praying 
privately while others are straining to hear. One who 
stands up to make announcements must be able to com-
municate. Some mumble and stumble, fail to check their 
information beforehand, and do not express themselves 
clearly. Misunderstandings result.

6. Communication is highly important in public 
preaching. The task of every preacher is to preach the 
gospel. He must present the message in language which 
his hearers can grasp. It is very easy for one who is thor-
oughly familiar with the Bible to shoot over the heads of 
people who have never studied God’s book. In his choice 
of words and illustrations, the preacher should strive for 
simplicity and understandability. He must remember that 
his aim is to impart information concerning the word of 
God, to stimulate interest in righteousness, to challenge 
to nobler living, and to lead people through sound teach-
ing. He must, “Preach the word . . . reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2). Some 
preachers are more effective in communicating to some 
audiences than to other audiences. There are preachers 

who are better at exhorting and motivating than impart-
ing knowledge. The personality of the preacher, his style 
of presentation, his speaking ability, and other factors 
influence his power as a communicator.

7. Communication is indispensable in reconciling and 
restoring. “Moreover if thy brother trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault . . .” (Matt. 18:15-17). That directive 
cannot be carried out without communication. “But if he 
will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, 
that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
may be established.” That calls for more communication. 
“And if he neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church . . .” 
That necessitates communication to the church. “But if he 
neglect to hear the church . . .” That implies communica-
tion by the church to the offender. “Let him be unto thee 
as an heathen man and a publican.” The instructions in 
Galatians 6:1 to restore one overtaken in a fault demand 
communication between the spiritual and the one who 
has stumbled.

8. Communication is compelling for elders as overseers 
of the church. Problems arise when elders fail to keep 
the church informed. What information do elders need 
to communicate to the flock? Why do elders neglect to 
communicate as they should? How may the overseers 
best communicate with the church? These matters will 
be explored in an article to follow.

Remember that communication is vital. Even in or-
dinary conversations we sometimes fail to speak and 
listen carefully. All of us occupy roles that necessitate 
clear expression and transmission of thought. Poor com-
munication can bring painful consequences.
2820 Hunterwood Dr. S.E., Decatur, Alabama 35603-5638
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tines. In this case, Israel stands intimidated and afraid 
of Goliath’s challenge to them to send out a champion. 
When the young man David came and slew Goliath, the 
Philistines fled before Israel. Then a song was sung, “Saul 
hath slain his thousands, And David his ten thousands.” 
Saul was very wroth and displeased by this, and “eyed 
David from that day forward” (1 Sam. 17-18).

Rather than humbling himself and admitting his er-
rors, Saul allowed jealousy and bitterness to remain in 
his heart. He came to the point where he was enraged 
against his own son, Jonathan, for being a friend to 
David (even though neither Jonathan nor David had 
done any wrong). Saul even threw a spear at Jonathan 
in 1 Samuel 20.

What does all of this illustrate? It shows how a self-
involved person, one who trusts in self rather than God, 
can be defensive, mistreating, and persecuting even 
those who have done him no wrong. Saul’s guilt and 
defiled conscience simply waxed worse and worse, for 
he did not repent, confess, and forsake his sins as he 
should have. Instead, he became jealous and angry, and 
he sought to destroy those who (in his skewed view) 
challenged his will and desires.

Can such happen today? It certainly can, if we allow it 
(Jas. 3:13-18). Do we allow sin to remain in our lives? Do 
we truly repent, confess and forsake sin (Acts 8:22; 1 John 
1:9)? Or do we harbor ill will and resentment because 
things have not gone our way?

Brethren, let us always behave like true followers 
of Christ. Beloved, let us always behave ourselves like 
brethren. And remember, this behavior begins in the 

King Saul’s Treatment of 
Family and Friends

Douglas W. Hill

Remember the story of Saul? He was the first king of 
Israel. He began very humbly, but in the end, his self-
will, anger, and jealousy began to be displayed (1 Sam. 
9-11).

In facing the Philistines, Saul was to wait for Samuel to 
come and sacrifice. Yet, as Samuel did not come immedi-
ately, Saul took it upon himself to offer the sacrifice even 
though it was not his place to do so. For this cause, God 
promised to remove the kingdom from him and to give 
it to a man after his own heart (1 Sam. 13:8-14). From this 
we see that Saul sought his own, rather than God’s, will.

As time passed, we again see Saul facing the Philis-

heart (Prov. 23:7).

2447 Becker, New Braunfel, Texas 78130 Douglaswh@juno.

Old Testament  
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“compassion” (Matt. 9:36), and on one occasion that he 
“wept” (John 11:35). Peter had already made mistakes, 
and being impetuous, more lay ahead. He was about to 
deny Jesus on three distinct opportunities. Yet Jesus did 
not write him off or cast him away. He prayed for him 
because he loved him. He loves us as well, and is on our 
side, serving as our advocate (a lawyer called on to defend 
us — 1 John 2:1). Is it any wonder the writer of Hebrews 
says that we are to “come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need” (4:15-16). We must never lose sight of the fact 
Jesus wants us to succeed and wants what is best for us. 
He prayed for the strength we could find in unity (John 
17:20-21) knowing how vital that unity would be in the 
trying times of Christianity (as well as in reaching out to 
teach others). When we truly care, we will want to pray 
for others, knowing it is one way we can help them!

It Would Comfort Him
He also let Peter know that he was praying for him — it 

would be a source of comfort and strength later on. If you 
knew Jesus really cared that much, wouldn’t it help you 
in your time of grief and temptation? My friend, he does 
and he has let us know (cf. Luke 15:3-7, John 10:10-15). 
Jesus let Peter know so that later in his deep grief (Matt. 
26:75), when he was telling himself how badly he had 
failed Jesus, and asking himself where he should go next, 
he would remember Jesus loved him still and had offered 
these words of comfort earlier. Peter could know Jesus 
still loved him, still cared, and still wanted him. Perhaps 
a small matter unless you were standing in Peter’s shoes 
at that point in time! When we let others know we care 
and are praying for them, it is comforting. Paul sought 
such prayers in 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2.

It Helped Challenge Peter
It also served as the challenge now set before Peter. 

“When thou turn a gain. . . .” Jesus had expressed confi-
dence, and Peter could be reminded of that. He now had 
a sense of direction, a purpose: To make Jesus proud of 
him again! And his first task: Strengthen thy brethren! 
You’ve been there and back, now help them (cf. 2 Cor. 
1:4) deal with the same problems you wrestled with. 

Jesus Prayed for Peter

Donald P. Ames

Peter was a very impetuous young man, often acting 
first and thinking of the consequences later. In Luke 22, 
Jesus explained to Peter that his impetuous nature was 
about to get him into trouble. Satan had demanded 
permission to sift the disciples “as wheat” (v. 31). Despite 
Peter’s strong affirmation that he would be able to with-
stand such an assault, Jesus noted that Peter would deny 
him three times that very evening. But, first he addressed 
the assault by Satan, and said, “But I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren.” Jesus knew Peter was about to 
stumble, but still he said, “I have prayed for thee.” Why?

It Would Make a Difference
First of all, I would suggest Jesus prayed for Peter be-

cause he knew it would make a difference (see Jas. 5:16). 
Some claim that all of our actions are “pre destinated” by 
God, that we have no choice or individual response of 
our own. If so, why did Jesus bother to pray for Peter? If 
all Peter’s actions were pre destinated, of what value was 
a prayer by Jesus for Peter? Jesus knew Peter was headed 
for trouble, but he prayed anyway, because he knew that 
prayer could help! He knew Peter had some hard choices 
ahead, but they were choices! Luke 7:30 and Matthew 
23:37 remind us we can reject God’s purpose for us (2 Pet. 
3:9). Jesus knew prayer worked. He had prayed, and God 
had answered his prayers on many oc casions. Now he 
sought the throne of God in behalf of Peter. Sometimes 
that may be the only way we can help someone, but let 
us not underestimate the importance of this avenue of 
help. If Jesus knew prayer could help, shouldn’t we seek 
it more often as a way of helping others?

Because He Cared
Secondly, Jesus prayed for Peter because he cared! So 

often we tend to think of God as uncaring, waiting for us 
to make a mistake so he can “zap us into hell.” My friends, 
it “jest ain’t so!” God is not willing that any should perish 
(2 Pet. 3:9), but that all people be saved. Obviously, if we 
reject his will, we can — and will — be lost, but it will 
be in spite of and not because of God. The Bible gives 
us a picture of a God who does care: he sent his Son as 
proof of that love (John 3:16). The Bible tells us he had 
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just need to preach and warn! Jesus said to the lukewarm 
church at Laodicea, “As many as I love, I rebuke and chas-
ten” (Rev. 3:19). Soft soap preaching won’t do it.

2. Repent. Churches that had a problem with indiffer-
ence were told to repent. Ephesus was told, “Remember 
therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the 
first works . . .” (Rev. 2:5). Laodicea was told, “Therefore be 
zealous and repent” (Rev. 3:19).

Repentance involves a change of mind. It is prompted 
by godly sorrow (2 Cor. 7:10) and results in a change of 
life (Rom. 6). All of this is found in the letter to the church 
at Ephesus (Rev. 2:5). (a) Godly sorrow: “remember there-
fore from where you have fallen,”( b) A change of mind: 
“repent,” (c) A change of life: “and do the first works.”

If you recognize the signs of indifference in your life, 
you need to repent!

3. Study. Faith is based upon the word of God (Rom. 
10:17). The more we study, the stronger our faith becomes 
(2 Thess. 1:3). The stronger our faith is, the more indiffer-
ence fades. Study involves more than a casual or quick 
reading of a chapter or few verses. It consists of reading 
the text, meditating upon it, learning what it means, and 
seeing how it applies.

4. Be a doer of the word. It is not enough to learn what 
the Bible says, we must be doers of the word and not 
hearers only (Jas. 1:21-25). We must activate what faith 
we have (Jas. 2). One who is indifferent obviously has a 
weak faith. However, if he will use what faith he has, it 
will grow. It is like exercising a weak muscle. The more we 
use it, the stronger it becomes. The more we exercise our 
faith, the easier it is to continue in the practice.

Indifference, by its very nature, is a hard problem to 

From there we see Peter’s repentance and resolve grow, 
as he moves on to preach on the day of Pentecost (Acts 
2), stand up firmly for Jesus (Acts 4:19, 5:29), become a 
leader in the church (Gal. 2:9), and eventually serves as 
an elder (1 Pet. 5:1).

Obviously Peter had many of these characteristics 
already, which was one reason Jesus selected him as an 
apostle in the first place. Yet they needed to be harnessed 
and put to the proper use. But the trust, comfort, love, 
concern, and confidence expressed as Jesus told Peter 
he was praying for him must have also helped him rise 
to the challenge before him in the days that followed. 
Let us never underestimate the power of prayer, but use 
it more often as we strive to help one another. And from 
this example, may we always be reminded of how much 
our Lord does care what befalls us.
809 W.S. Third, Shelbyville, Illinois 62565-1924

Indifference (4)

The Cure For Indifference
Donnie V. Rader

What can a church do when there are members who 
are indifferent? What can those who are indifferent do 
to overcome their problem? Let’s consider the Bible 
answer:

1. Preach and warn. Paul wrote, “Him we preach, warn-
ing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, 
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus” 
(Col. 1:28). This verse mentions a goal and how it is to be 
accomplished.

The goal: “. . . that we may present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus.” The one who is perfect is mature; not in-
different. How it is to be accomplished: “Him we preach, 
warning every man and teaching every man . . .”

Preaching is God’s remedy. It is the power of God unto 
salvation (Rom. 1:16). We do not need gimmicks, fancy 
buildings, social programs, entertainment or activities for 
the whole family to interest those who are indifferent. We 

battle. However, it can be overcome.

408 Dow Dr., Shelbyville, Tennessee 37160-2208 drader@
cafes.net
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Observations And Reflections
First, since divorce and remarriage are not to be con-

sidered as “A Platform for the Lord’s Church,” it will help 
us to know what a “platform” is. Webster says it is “a dec-
laration of the principles on which a group of persons . 
. . stands.” If the preacher should not feel that marriage 
and divorce is one of “the principles on which” the church, 
“the pillar and ground of the truth” stands, should the 
elders, deacons, and brethren “feel” the same? If gospel 
preachers can “feel” Matthew 5:32; 19:9 are not part of the 
principled platform and pattern of the truth on divorce 
and remarriage, how do we deny the Baptist preacher 
the right to “feel that baptism is not part of the platform 
for salvation” (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16)? I thought we 
were to walk by faith, not by feeling (2 Cor. 5:7).  

 
Second, if one should critically comment on the guide-

lines above, would he be violating that local church’s 
autonomy? If “yes,” must he remain mute and not ques-
tion item number “12”? If “no,” how do we qualify an issue 
to see whether or not criticizing it will result in a violation 
of a church’s autonomy — music in worship, premillen-
nialism, institutionalism?

Third, if an “Individual . . . Does Not Feel as Though 
Divorce And Remarriage Is a Platform For The Lord’s 
Church,” may he also feel the same about homosexual 
marriages and polygamy? If he “Does Not Feel as Though 
(Homosexuality And Polygamy Are . . .) Platform(s) For The 
Lord’s Church,” should he be regarded as a “prospective 
preacher”? If not, why the one and not the other? 

Too, along this same line, what shall we say about 
social drinking, dancing, immodest apparel, gambling, 
“and such like”? Is “An Individual Who Does Not Feel as 
Though Opposition to Social Drinking Is a Platform For 
The Lord’s Church” a prospective preacher? 

Fourth, just how does one who “Knows the Truth and 
Presents it Well” (qualification # 4E) avoid the truth and 

A Prospective Preacher’s 
Credentials

Larry Ray Hafley

Brother Olen Holderby, a faithful evangelist in Alame-
da, California, gave me a copy of a guideline for selecting 
a preacher which had been drawn up for use in a local 
church. Brother Holderby withheld the identity of the 
church involved. It is not germane to our purpose, so we 
shall pass it along and make a few observations. 

Things of Interest in a Prospective Preacher  
for the Church In . . .

  1. Member of the Lord’s Church
  2. Good References
  3. Resume Should Be Provided
  4. Good Pulpit Speaker
 A. Simple Speaker
 B. Capable in Presentation
 C. Comfortable
 D. Shows Good Preparation
 E. Know the Truth and Presents it Well
 F. Energetic
  5. Interested in Beginning Cottage Classes
 A. In Addition Has Demonstrated Himself as a Ca-

pable Teacher
  6. Good Reputation 
  7. Has a Sincere and Strong Desire to Serve the Lord
  8. Has Experience in Young People’s Classes
 A. As a Teacher
 B. Some Suggested Subject Matter
  9. Has a Good Outlook on the Following Items:
 A. Visiting Those Who Have Fallen Away
 B. The Potentials for this Congregation
 C. Working with the Group Here In . . .
 D. Has a Desire for the Work In . . .
10. Is Ready to Work with the Group (as the group should 

be ready to work with him and his family)
11. Has a Desire to Teach the Word of God by Scriptures 

and Not By Man Made Design
12. An Individual Who Does Not Feel as Though Divorce 

and Remarriage Is a Platform for the Lord’s Church 
13. One Who Loves the Lord and Does His Will
14. In General, a Man Around the Age of 45-50 Years 
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application of Matthew 5:32 and 19:9? If one “knows the 
truth”; namely, that “whosoever shall put away his wife, 
except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, 
commiteth adultery,” shall he be permitted to “present 
it well,” or not at all? 

 
If a couple in an unscriptural marriage (as per Matt. 5:32 

and 19:9) should present themselves for membership in 
that local church, would their petition be a “platform” 
for reception or rejection? Would the preacher who 
“Knows the Truth and Presents it Well” be allowed to do 
so? (What if a well known preacher who endorses the 
marriage of the couple living in adultery were preaching 
that morning? Could the brethren accept their widely 
known brother but reject the couple who practices what 
he preaches?)

 
Fifth, how do we “square” items number eleven and 

thirteen with item number 12? Surely, “One Who Loves 
the Lord and Does His Will,” and who will “Teach the Word 
of God by Scriptures and Not by Man Made Design,” will 
insist on applying the Lord’s teaching to those who are 
living in marriages contrary to it. 

 
Sixth, if a brother in that local church puts away his wife 

and marries another without the cause of fornication, 
should the preacher “Feel as Though (That Man’s) Divorce 
and Remarriage Is a Platform for the Lord’s Church”? Or, 
shall that man be allowed to divorce his wife without the 
cause of fornication, marry another, and still be received? 
When (and for whom) is divorce and remarriage a “plat-
form” and when is it not? Perhaps those responsible for 
the standards above will favor us with an answer.

 
Worse yet, what if a “prospective preacher” comes for a 

“try out” and what if he fits their bill of particulars in every 
area, and, then, as they are about to offer him the work, 
he says, “Brethren, now that we agree that ‘divorce and 
remarriage is not a platform for the Lord’s church,’ let me 
tell you that my present wife is my second one. I put away 
my first wife because we just could not get along. I’m 
sorry for that, but now I’m happily married, and I’m glad 
this second marriage is not going to be a problem with 
you brethren.” What then? Does divorce and remarriage 
suddenly become a platform? Or is it only a “platform” for 
accepting a preacher but not a “regular” member?  

 
Seventh, the “prospective preacher” must be one who 

visits “Those Who Have Fallen Away” (# 9A). Have those 
who have divorced and remarried without the cause 
of fornication “fallen away”? If a single, young brother 
marries a lady who has been put away, has he “fallen 
away,” since “whoso marrieth her which is put away 
doth commit adultery” (Matt. 19:9b)? If so, does divorce 
and remarriage then become a “platform for the Lord’s 
church”? If so, what if the preacher who was employed 

because he did not consider divorce and remarriage a 
“platform for the Lord’s church,” refuses to treat it as such 
in the case of the young man cited above? What if the 
preacher does not view the young man as having fallen 
away while the rest of the church does? Can divorce and 
remarriage suddenly become a platform for the brethren 
but not the preacher? 

Eighth, item number five says, “Interested in Beginning 
Cottage Classes.” Suppose the preacher “Who Does Not 
Feel as Though Divorce and Remarriage Is a Platform for 
the Lord’s Church” begins a “cottage class” with a couple 
and teaches them the truth. After much study, they ex-
press a desire to become Christians. As they prepare to be 
baptized, they inform the preacher that they have both 
been unscripturally married and divorced and that this 
has kept a Baptist church from accepting them, and they 
wonder if it will be a problem “in the Church of Christ.” 
What, then?

This very thing has happened to me. I have taught 
folks who were interested in becoming Christians and 
who, suddenly, spoke about other churches refusing 
them over their “marriage situation.” Tell us, ye who say 
that marriage and divorce should not be a platform for 
the Lord’s church, what shall we say to such a couple? 
Do we baptize and accept them without repentance and 
allow them to continue living in adultery? What should 
the preacher do? If he refuses to baptize them until they 
repent and cease living in adultery, has he made “divorce 
and remarriage . . . a platform for the Lord’s church”? These 
are real predicaments of sin. They cannot be shrugged 
off by refusing to face the issue and by dismissing it as 
a matter that should not be a “platform for the Lord’s 
church.”  

   
Ninth, will someone explain to me the difference 

between placing divorce and remarriage in Romans 14 
and the acceptance of the stipulation of qualification 
number 12? Just tell me how that item 12 is wrong but 
that placing the issue in Romans 14 and accepting the 
same people in adulterous marriages is right.  

Finally, how many things can you insert in item num-
ber 12 above? How about baptism? Max Lucado would 
insert it into number 12. What of mechanical instru-
ments of music in worship? Rubel Shelly would place it 
in number 12. Like unto baptism, music, and divorce and 
remarriage, what else could be placed in item number 
12? How many things shall we refuse as “a platform for 
the Lord’s church”? No matter how broad is your list, the 
next generation will expand it — “they will increase unto 
more ungodliness” and “evil men and seducers shall wax 

4626 Osage, Baytown, Texas 77521 LarryHafley@com-
puserve.com
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“walking in the light” and the momentary failures which 
may occur in our lives: “If we say that we have fellowship 
with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do not 
the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness” (1 John 1:6-9). This passage demands that 
we confess our sins, and so put them behind us. Making 
a clean break with sin is most important to the process, 
for otherwise we have not met the terms of pardon set 
by God in his word.

I believe that it is this situation which is described 
by Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians, when he 
wrote:

For I fear, lest by any means, when I come, I should find 
you not such as I would, and should myself be found of 
you such as ye would not; lest by any means there should 
be strife, jealousy, wraths, factions, backbitings, whisper-
ings, swellings, tumults; lest again when I come my God 
should humble me before you, and I should mourn for 
many of them that have sinned heretofore, and repented 
not of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness 
which they committed (12:20-21).

 
Evidently these church members were guilty of sin 

which they had “swept under the rug,” feeling that be-
cause they had ceased committing the wrongs, they were 
therefore forgiven by God. Paul’s stern rebuke is clear 
evidence that one cannot merely “forgive himself” by 

Have Sinned . . . And  
Repented Not

Dan King Sr.

We cannot assume that the forgiveness of our sins is 
immediate and automatic, just because we enjoy a rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. Many people today behave as 
if this were so. It is worthwhile therefore, to examine this 
important question. 

Forgiveness for the alien sinner results from compli-
ance with the will of God: (1) Faith in Christ (Acts 15:9 
“cleansing their hearts by faith”); (2) Repentance regard-
ing past sins committed (Acts 2:37, 38 “What must we do? 
Repent . . .”); (3) Confession of faith in Christ (Rom. 10:9, 
10 “with the mouth confession is made unto salvation”); 
and, (4) Baptism into Christ for remission of sins (Acts 
2:38; 22:16). The consistency of all biblical examples of 
response to the gospel of Christ gives us the definite im-
pression that there is a pattern for acceptance of the grace 
of God by the alien sinner. When those requirements are 
met by the submissive penitent, then God grants forgive-
ness of sins. This is what is sometimes referred to by Bible 
students as the “first law of pardon.” 

In similar fashion, forgiveness of sin for the Christian 
results from compliance with the will of God for him or 
her: (1) Repent of the particular wickedness committed 
(Acts 8:22 “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness . . .”); 
(2) Prayer for forgiveness (Acts 8:22 “and pray the Lord, if 
perhaps the thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee             
. . .”). This passage assumes that there exists a pattern 
delivered to us by the apostles for access into the forgive-
ness of sin for the child of God also. Some Bible students 
have called it a “second law of pardon.” 

Consistent with this pattern is John’s discussion of 

Sin is principally an offence against the nature of our Holy God. It does  
denigrate the human spirit and diminish one’s estimation of himself,  

but that is not the point of forgiveness. Sin insults the holiness of God.
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such personal fiat. This is the same thing as “pronouncing 
oneself forgiven!” More is assuredly required.

Behavior of this kind assumes that sin is against one’s 
own self, whereas the Bible says sin is against God. Sin 
is principally an offence against the nature of our Holy 
God. It does denigrate the human spirit and diminish 
one’s estimation of himself, but that is not the point of 
forgiveness. Sin insults the holiness of God: “Against thee, 
thee only, have I sinned, And done that which is evil in thy 
sight; That thou mayest be justified when thou speakest, 
And be clear when thou judgest” (Ps. 51:4).

It also assumes that forgiveness takes place in one’s 
own mind, whereas the Bible says forgiveness takes place 
in the mind of God. David begs for God’s pardon, recog-
nizing that he (God) is the offended party, and so, the one 
who must forgive: “Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean: Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me 
to hear joy and gladness, That the bones which thou hast 
broken may rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, And blot 
out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
And renew a right spirit within me” (Ps. 51:7-10). 

Recently a major tax case was settled with the Internal 
Revenue Service by a country music star. He owed mil-
lions to the IRS, and the Tax Service eventually settled for 
significantly less than was actually owed. He was forgiven 
of a rather large sum of money owed to the government 
in the form of taxes, interest, and fines. Note, please, that 
this forgiveness could never have been granted to him by 

his own “blotting it from his mind” or simply “forgetting 
about it.” The terms of repayment and forgiveness were 
set by the IRS. He met the conditions and was absolved 
from payment of the remainder. God does the pardon-
ing, and sets the conditions of our pardon, just as the 
IRS did for him!

 
Finally, it assumes that we may set our own pattern 

of pardon, whereas the Bible teaches that God sets the 
terms of pardon and has left us a pattern for receiving 
forgiveness in Scripture. As Paul put it in rebuke of the 
Corinthians for setting their own standards of right, 
“What, came the word of God out from you? Or came it 
unto you only?” (1 Cor. 14:36). We must follow the divine 
patterns: “So then, brethren, stand fast, and hold the 
traditions which ye were taught, whether by word, or by 
epistle of ours” (2 Thess. 2:15).

Sin must be renounced and repented of to be for-
given. We ought not to want any unpleasant surprises at 
the final judgment. Jesus says there will be some (Matt. 
7:21ff). Make a clean break with any sinful practice in 
your life now by repenting and confessing it to God if 
it is of a private nature, and to God and your Christian 
friends if it is publicly known. Do not make a small matter 
of it by simply considering it a part of the past, though, 
for the stakes are far too high! When God blots it out of 
his book of remembrance, then and only then, may we 
dismiss it from our minds, forget about it, and go on with 
our lives.  
2521 Oak Forest Dr., Antioch, Tennessee 37013
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deceived.” Pike says, “it is well enough for the mass of 
those called Masons to imagine that all is contained in 
the Blue Degrees” (Morals and Dogma 819). From the pen 
of Mr. Pike, himself, we learn that people are deceived, 
and merely imagine that all is contained in the first 
three degrees of Masonry, You see, the “truth” has been 
reserved for the higher-ups in Masonry! Pike again says 
(emphasis mine, JJ), “Masonry, like all other religions, . . 
. conceals its secrets from all except the Adepts (skilled 
person, expert, JJ) and Sages (profoundly wise men, JJ), 
or the Elect (person or pawns worthy to be chosen, JJ), 
and uses false explanations and misinterpretations of its 
symbols to mislead those who deserve only to be misled; 
to conceal the Truth, which it calls Light, from them, and 
to draw them away from it. Truth is not for those who 
are unworthy or unable to receive it or would pervert 
it” (Morals and Dogma 104-105). Not only is Masonry a 
religion, but they use tactics to fool and mislead those 
they consider “unworthy.” No wonder there are so many 
confused as to what Masonry is all about!

Further Proof That Masonry Is Considered  
to Be A Religious Institution

1.The Master’s Lodge represents “Sanctum Sanctorum,” 
the holy of holies in Solomon’s temple.

2. Such men as Albert Mackay and Albert Pike have 
said in no uncertain terms that Masonry is a religion. 
They have said that it is a religious institution in which 
the Lodge is used for “sacred and religious purposes.”  
Albert Mackey said that Freemasonry “will produce an 
active religious faith and lead in the end to a building 
not made with hands, eternal in the heaven.” 

3. They teach that Masonry produces religious faith.

4. Masons have their own “worship” during their meet-
ings. This includes: prayer and ceremonial songs such as: 
“Lord of all! below-above — Fill our hearts with truth and 
love, When dissolves this earthly tie, Take us to Thy lodge 
on high.” Another song they sing is, “Hail, Masonry divine, 
Glory of ages shine; Long may’st thou reign! Where’er thy 

The Religion of Freemasonry

Jarrod Jacobs

The religion of Masonry dates itself back to the time 
of Solomon. It is said that a man named Hiram Abiff (the 
widow’s son and architect of the Temple) was attacked by 
three of his fellow-workers (Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum) 
during construction of the Temple. These three men met 
Hiram after he had worshiped in the Temple, and one 
after another accosted and beat him because he refused 
to give them the Master Masons’ word, or secrets of the 
Master Mason, which would allow them to receive wages 
as a Master Mason in other countries after the Temple 
was built. At Hiram Abiff’s refusal to tell any of the three 
the words, he was subsequently killed. A short time later, 
these three men were discovered as the murderers of 
Hiram Abiff and they were executed tor their crime.

Thus, begins the religion of Freemasonry. Hiram Abiff is 
put on an equal plane with Jesus Christ. Masons consider 
Hiram Abiff to be their redeemer. Please read the follow-
ing (emphasis mine, JJ): “All antiquity solved the enigma 
of the existence of evil by supposing the existence of a 
Principle of Evil, of demons, fallen angels, an Ahriman, a 
Typhon, a Sivi, A Loki, or a Satan, that, first falling them-
selves, and plunged into misery and darkness, tempted 
man to his fall and brought sin into the world. All believed 
in a future life, to be attained by purification and trials; in 
a state of successive states of reward and punishment; 
and in a Mediator or Redeemer by whom the Evil Principal 
was to be overcome and Supreme Deity reconciled to His 
creatures. The belief was general that He was to be born of 
a virgin and suffer a painful death. The Hindus called him 
Krishma; the Chinese, Kiountse; the Persians, Sosiosch; 
the Chaldeans, Dhouvanai; the Egyptians, Horus; Plato, 
Love; the Scandinavians, Balder; the Christians, Jesus; 
Masons, Hiram” (Kentucky Monitor xiv, iv).

Yes, dear readers, Masonry is a (false) religious orga-
nization, just like the Baptists, Catholics, Presbyterians, 
Mormons, Pentecostals, Methodists, etc. In Albert Pike’s 
book, Morals and Dogma,  Pike makes it clear that Mason-
ry is a religion, and those who say otherwise, including 
those in the “Blue Lodge” (first three degrees of Masonry) 
are “intentionally misled by false interpretations. . . . 
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lodges stand, May they have great command, And always 
grace the land, Thou art divine.” 

5. Masonry teaches  its own “new birth.” It teaches that 
salvation is in the Lodge, and that it gives light. Masons 
teach that a person outside the Lodge is in darkness, help-
less, and ignorant. In fact in the first degree of Masonry, 
a potential candidate must stand outside the doors, and 
declare he is “in search of light.”

Yes, Masonry is a religion, and anyone claiming to be a 
Christian could not be a Mason anymore than they could 
be a Christian and a Baptist at the same time.

Hiram Abiff
A man named “Hiram” is mentioned in the Bible in 

connection with the building of Solomon’s temple. This 
is found in 1 Kings 7:13- 40 and 2 Chronicles 2:14-15. He 
was a widow’s son of the tribe of Naphtali, his father be-
ing of Tyre. However, this man was one “skillful to work 
in gold, silver, brass, iron, stone, timber, purple, blue, 
fine linen, crimson . . . to grave any manner of graving” 
(2 Chron. 2:14). He was also responsible for building the 
Temple pillars, Jachin and Boaz (1 Kings 7:21). He was a 
“cunning man” but the Bible says nothing about his being 
an architect on the Temple! Nor does the Bible give us his 
last name! Interestingly enough Hiram is not mentioned 
outside of these verses, and he most assuredly takes a 
back seat to Jesus Christ in the Bible! Yet the Masons 
want to hold up this man Hiram as something great, as 
their Redeemer! Why?

The Contradictions and Conflicts Between  
Christ and Masonry

The following reasons will make clear why a Christian 
cannot be a Mason: 

1. Masonry claims the status of “religious institution,” 
therefore, it conflicts with the Bible when it says there is 
“one body” (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4; Col. 1:18, 24). Along this 
same line, we see that if Christ is the head of his one body, 
the church, then who is the head of the Masons?

2. In a related point, the Masons teach that the Lodge 
is a better institution than the church! They say, “No in-
stitution was ever raised upon a better principle or more 
solid foundation; nor were ever more excellent rules and 
useful maxims laid down” (Kentucky Monitor 53-34). Can 
anyone else see a problem here? The Bible says that the 
church was founded upon Christ (1 Cor. 3:11; 1 Pet. 2:6-8). 
According to them, their lodge has a “more solid founda-
tion” than that! The Bible says that the church follows the 
“perfect law of liberty,” the gospel (Gal. 1:6-9; Jas. 1:25). 
The Masons say that the Lodge has “more excellent rules” 
than the Bible! Who can believe it? What true Christian 
would say, or believe such a thing?

3. The Masons claim their redeemer is Hiram Abiff. The 
Bible says our redeemer is Christ (1 Pet. 1:18-19; Luke 
19:10; 1 Tim. 1:15). When a Christian becomes a Mason, 
does he now have two redeemers? No! He has a choice 
to make, Christ or Hiram (Matt. 6:24).

4. Masonry practices “unity-in doctrinal-diversity” to 
the greatest degree. They speak of “one common altar 
of Masonry on which the Veda, Shastras (sacred books 
of Hinduism, JJ), Sade, Zend-Avesta (religious books of 
Iran and India, JJ), Koran (Muslim), and Bible shall lie 
untouched by sacrilegious hands, and at whose shrine 
the Hindoo, the Persian, the Assyrian, the Chaldean, the 
Egyptian, the Chinese, the Mohammedan, the Jew, and 
the Christian may kneel with one united voice celebrate 
the praises of the Supreme Architect of the Universe” 
(Kentucky Monitor 95). The Bible teaches that a Christian 
must “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove (expose) them” (Eph. 5:11). A 
Mason cannot  obey this verse. The Bible teaches that true 
unity comes when we all submit to the same standard, 
being of “one mind” and “striving together” (Phil. 1:27; 
2:2). This cannot happen when all those various books 
are on the “same altar” of Masonry! The Bible says that 
Christians are not to have fellowship with those who do 
not live by and teach the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9-11). 
How could a Christian consider a Mason a “brother” in a 
religious sense when they are their own religious body, 
doing their own things? Jesus said those he considers 
“brothers” are those who do his will (Matt. 12:48-50). 
Are we doing his will when we endorse Masonry and its 
various teachings? Of course, not!

Conclusion
Why any Christian would want to be a Mason is beyond 

me. If one claims to be a Mason and a Christian “at the 
same time,” why not claim to be a Christian and a Bap-
tist, Pentecostal, Catholic, or Jew, “at the same time”? It 
does not work! Freemasonry has no part in the life of a 
Christian. It is sinful.

Sources:
Encyclopedia of Free Masonry by Albert Mackay.
Kentucky Monitor by Henry Pirtle
Morals and Dogmas by Albert Pike
Can A Christian Be A Mason? By David J. Riggs

From The Old Paths, December 6, 1998, White Bluff, Tennes-
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medical facilities, both the mothers and children could 
have been saved. I don’t know. Neither do I profess to 
know or dictate what should be done in similar situations 
today. But there are some things we can know, and it is 
with those things that we are more concerned.

Cyrus, the Persian king, was chosen and named by God 
some 100 years before he was born (Isa. 44:28; 45:1-4), 
and in the first year of that king’s reign, he began to fulfill 
the mission which God had planned for him (2 Chron. 
36:22, 23). To Jeremiah, the Lord said, “Before I formed 
thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest 
forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I or dained 
thee a prophet unto the nations” (Jer. 2:5).

God told Zacharias and Elisabeth that they would have 
a son, that his name would be John, “and he shall be filled 
with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb” (Luke 
1:13-15). At about the same time, Mary was told, “And, 
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 
a son, and shall call his name Jesus” (Luke 1:31). 

Similar examples from the Scriptures could be cited, 
but these are sufficient for us to ask some questions and 
reach some conclusions. Do you think that the mothers 
of Cyrus, Jeremiah, John the Baptist, and Jesus should 
have considered an abortion, when God “knew” them 
even before they were conceived or born, and had their 
missions in life planned? It may be said that God re vealed 
sufficient information to the mothers of John and Jesus 
that an abortion clinic was not an option, but nothing 
is said about the mothers of Cyrus and Jeremiah having 
such information.

How can prospective mothers today know what is in 
store for their unborn children? Where would the cham-
pions of abortion be if their mothers had decided to visit 
an abortion clinic? Sure, these may be hypothetical ques-
tions, but they should remind us that God is the Father 
of our spirits (Heb. 12:9), the Giver of life, and that when 
in doubt as to the scientific or medical protocols of birth 
and life, we need to give at least equal consideration to 

Abortion: Fleshly and Spiritual
P. J. Casebolt

In recent years, abortion has become the center of 
much con troversy, both religiously and politically. The 
very fact that the extent of this controversy is of recent 
origin should indicate that some are being influenced by 
popular custom rather than by moral principles.

Much of the abortion dispute centers around the time 
when abortion is performed and when life really begins 
from a medical or a spiritual standpoint. Personally, I be-
lieve that we can ar rive at morally defensible positions 
on this important subject without turning the pulpit 
into a demonstration that would be more appropriate 
in a medical college laboratory, and without allowing 
the advocates of abortion to draw the battle lines from 
a purely scientific standpoint.

When we believe that God is the giver of life, and that 
man has a God-given spirit which activates the “also 
flesh” part of man (Gen. 6:3), then we need to let our 
Creator define the princi ples upon which we decide our 
earthly and eternal destinies. Maybe it will help us to 
look at the subject of abortion from both a fleshly and 
a spiritual standpoint. And I believe that man is in no 
position to separate the fleshly from the spiritual. Fur-
ther, some common-sense questions and answers may 
help to clear the at mosphere around this subject which 
has been clouded by demonstra tions centering around 
abortion clinics.

Even the sensitive matter of deciding between the life 
of the mother vs. the life of the child constitutes a very 
small percentage of the questions which arise from the 
abortion debate. But similar decisions must be made 
every day. In emergency care manu als, there is a chapter 
on “Triage,” which simply means a sorting out priorities 
which must be set in any life-threatening situa tion. In 
both the time of birth and the time of death, decisions 
must be made by families and by the medical profession, 
and it is difficult to make such decisions.

Rachel died in childbirth (Gen. 35:16-20), as did the 
wife of Phinehas (1 Sam. 4:19-22). Maybe with modern 
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what God’s will may be in the matter. If all women were 
to embrace the philosophy of abortion, the population 
of the world would not only decrease, but it would cease. 
And why should some women con tinue to accept the 
responsibilities of marriage and childbearing while the 
rest pursue a selfish course and in many cases simply 
satisfy the lust of fornication?

Let us consider the matter of figurative, or spiritual 
abor tion, for many religious people become guilty of 
this practice, while voicing their opposition to fleshly 
abortion.

God had plans for fleshly Zion, as well as for spiritual 
Zion, and the two ideas are inseparably related. “Shall I 
bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the 
Lord: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? 
saith thy God” (Isa. 66:7-9). According to the premillenial-
ist, God had plans to set up his kingdom, but he aborted 
those plans when the Jewish nation re jected their Mes-
siah. God had said 700 years before Christ came that he 
would be rejected (Isa. 53:3), and some 300 years before 
Isaiah’s time, “Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of 
Zion” (Ps. 2:6). And this was to be accomplished in spite 
of the fact that kings and rulers would “set themselves . . 

. against his anoint ed” (Ps. 2:2; Acts 4:25-30). No, God did 
not allow some premillen nial abortion clinic to abort his 
plans concerning the kingdom.

There are other religious people who oppose fleshly 
abortion, but set up their abortion clinics in an effort to 
keep people from being born into the family of God. As 
the Jews tried to hinder the establishment of Christ’s 
kingdom and those who would enter that kingdom (Matt. 
11:12), “Elymas the sorcerer . . . withstood them, seek ing 
to turn away the deputy from the faith” (Acts 13:8). I have 
seen people who would not be born into the kingdom 
themselves, and who would also discourage others from 
being “born of water and of the Spirit” that they might en-
ter the kingdom (cf. Matt. 23:13; John 3:5). As Nicodemus 
could not discern between a physical and a spiritual birth, 
so are some today unable to discern between a fleshly 
abortion and a spiritual abortion.

We are born into the family of God by the incorrupt-
ible seed of God’s word (1 Pet. 1:23), and that word tells 
us that we become children of God through faith and 
baptism (Gal. 3:26, 27). As the Lord hates “putting away” 
(Mal. 2:16), so does God hate abortion, whether it be 
fleshly or spiritual.

72211 Grey Rd., Vinton, Ohio 45686

  

besought Pilate that their legs might be broken and their 
bodies removed from the crosses. The legs of the thieves 
were broken, but when they came to Jesus, he was dead 
already. Thus, one of the soldiers reached forth with his 
spear and pierced his side, and precious blood of the Son 
of God was shed (John 19:31-34). 

In volume, it was not much blood. It is unlikely that 
even all of his blood was shed. At the most it was but the 
blood of a single man which John witnessed falling from 
the cross onto Palestinian soil (John 19:35). However, with 
the shedding of that blood there was wrought a change 
that would affect the lives and souls of people from the 
beginning of man’s sojourn on the earth, until the time 

The Blood of the Cross
Lewis Willis

Much is promised because of the shedding of his 
blood. Peter called his blood the precious blood: “For-
asmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain 
conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot” (1 Pet. 1:18-19). 

Because the Jews hated Jesus with such passion, they 
demanded that the Romans crucify him (Matt. 27:22-23). 
To appease the Jewish mob, Pilate delivered Jesus and 
two common thieves to his soldiers and they crucified 
them (Luke 23:32-33). Because the Jews wanted the bod-
ies removed from the cross before the Sabbath day, they 
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that Jesus shall come again. The Hebrew writer tells us 
that his blood was shed for the transgressions of those 
who lived under the first testament, as well as those 
who live under the second (Heb. 9:15). All of humanity 
who desire salvation are depending upon the blood of 
the cross. 

In this article I wish to list some of the things that are 
said to be accomplished by the blood of Christ, defining 
some of the terms that are used in the Divine narrative. 
We often use these words interchangeably, but they 
have different shades of meaning which I would like to 
share with you. 

1. Made nigh. It is said that those who were far off are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ. “But now in Christ Je-
sus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13). The immediate reference was 
to the Gentiles, but in a real sense, it refers to us all. All of 
us are far from God because of our sin. Sin separates us 
from God (Isa. 59:1-2). By the blood of the cross, we are 
made nigh to him again. 

2. Peace is given. Paul said that Jesus, when he died, 
“made peace through the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20). 
The peace effected is a peace with God. We became his 
enemy when we sinned (Jas. 4:4), but that state of enmity 
was corrected by the blood of the cross. Peace was the 
result: Peace with God, and peace within the soul.

3. Redemption obtained. The Bible says, “by his own 
blood he entered in once into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us” (Heb. 9:12). Several 
words are translated redeem or redemption. Exagorazo 
“denotes to buy out, especially of purchasing a slave 
with a view to his freedom.” Lutrosis means “deliverance 
. . . from the guilt and power of sin.” Apolutrosis means 
“liberation from the guilt and doom of sin and the intro-
duction into a life of liberty” (Vine 263-264). All of these 
definitions apply in this case. Man was enslaved to sin 
until Christ delivered or liberated him from that sin by 
the blood of the cross. Through redemption the power, 
guilt and doom of sin was removed. 

4. Purged from dead works. The Hebrew writer asked: 
“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God?” (Heb. 9:14). Katharizo is the word translated 
purge. It means “to cleanse, make clean . . . purification” 
(Vine 232). By the blood of the cross we are cleansed from 
the dead works of sin (1 John 1:7). 

5. Reconciled. Paul said, “And, having made peace 
through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 
things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things 

in earth, or things in heaven” (Col. 1:20). Katallasso is 
the word translated reconcile. It means “to change from 
enmity to friendship” (Vine 260). We have already noted 
that sin or friendship with the world establishes a state of 
enmity and alienation between man and God (Isa. 59:1-
2; Jas. 4:4). That state of enmity is changed to a state of 
friendship by the blood of the cross when we obey the 
gospel of Christ.

6. Sanctified. The word is hagiasmos which means 
“separation to God . . . from evil things and ways.” Hagi-
azo signifies “the separation of the believer from the 
world” (Vine 317-318). The Hebrew writer spoke of the 
punishment of those who have “counted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing” (Heb. 10:29). By the blood of the cross, we are 
separated from the evil of sin and the world, and we are 
separated or set apart unto God. This is said to be “an 
individual possession.” 

7. Justified. Paul said we are “now justified by his blood” 
(Rom. 5:9). Dikaiosis is translated justified and it means 
“acquittal . . . from guilt . . . pronouncing righteous” (Vine 
284-285). Vine also says the idea is “no condemnation” 
(Rom. 8:1). The meaning of acquittal is release, or to set 
free. We cannot change the fact that we have sinned 
(Rom. 3:23). But, by the blood of the cross, we are set free 
from the guilt of sin and pronounced just or righteous 
by God.

8. Forgiven. Paul said, “In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). Forgiveness or aphiemi 
means “to send away.” Another form of the word, aphesis, 
means “a dismissal” (Vine 122). Through the blood of the 
cross, our sins are removed from us, and we are dismissed 
from the doom of them through our obedience to the 
gospel of Christ. That obedience remits our sins (Acts 
2:38).

A host of blessings are ours through the blood of the 
cross. It is evident that we are in serious trouble until that 
blood saves us from our sins. What does the blood mean 
to you? Does it mean enough to cause you to obey the 
Lord? Or, do you despise it through your refusal to obey 
the gospel?

Two Men

 
A collection of articles on practical Christian liv-

ing.
Price — $5.95

by Bill Hall
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not, for God knows the hearts of men. 

Some, however, use hypocrisy as an excuse to relieve 
themselves of their personal responsibility to God. You 
may have heard someone speak something like this,“I 
don’t need a church to go to. There are too many hypo-
crites there anyway. In fact, all hypocrites are found in 
church buildings on Sunday mornings. My spirituality 
rests on a personal relationship with God.” To one who 
is ignorant of God’s word, this may seem wise, enticing, 
and even excusing, but it is simply playing the hypocrite 
(as we will show) and is dangerously playing with eternal 
fire! Christians are to have a personal relationship with 
God; however, much of our “personal relationship” with 
God rests on our personal responsibilities toward others! 
Refer to Matthew 25:31-46 for a case in point. Too, Paul 
penned, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all, especially to those who are of the household 
of faith” (Gal. 6:10). And again one said, “For God is not un-
just to forget your work and labor of love which you have 
shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to 
the saints, and do minister” (Heb. 6:10; emp. mine). We 
cannot hide our faith in some closet and be apathetic 
towards our fellowman’s soul justifying it all by some 
erroneous idea of a “personal (private) relationship.”

When these people say “personal” relationship, they 
mean an “inconspicuous” relationship. Most who justify 
their complacency by condemning other persons’ hypoc-
risy are acting hypocritically themselves. For example, 
they go to work to earn their buck even though they 
work with hypocrites, hypocrites who only work when 
the boss is around.

Nearly everyone has worked with someone who in-
stead of working hard, works hard to hardly work! Again, 
many of these same people who sneer and deride the 
“church’s” hypocrisy will gladly entertain themselves lis-
tening to musicians who sing about adultery, premarital 

The Poor Excuse of Hypocrisy

Steven J. Wallace

Hypocrisy is certainly a sin which the Lord condemns 
without hesitation. Jesus accused the scribes and 
Pharisees this way, “Even so you also outwardly appear 
righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy 
and lawlessness” (Matt. 23:28). These people who Jesus 
addressed were acting righteous to men, but their hearts 
were far from God even as our Lord quoted from Isaiah 
saying, “. . . Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as 
it is written: ‘This people honors Me with their lips, but 
their heart is far from Me’” (Mark 7:6; cf. Isa. 29:13). Jesus 
also warned his disciples about walking in this same 
hypocritical path in Luke 12:1, “in the meantime, when an 
innumerable multitude of people had gathered together, 
so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His 
disciples first of all, ‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 
which is hypocrisy.’”

The lessons are obvious to the Christian, for we can im-
mediately see that we cannot act like we are a Christian 
and not really live as one and be pleasing to God. If we 
make a commitment to God by dying to sin in baptism 
and rising to live for Christ, yet willingly forsake the as-
sembling of the saints, we are committing hypocrisy. If 
we say that we love God and do not the things which he 
has commanded, then we are walking in a hypocritical 
path. A verbal love or faith that does not work is simply a 
hypocritical love or faith. John, the apostle encouraged, 
“My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, 
but in deed and in truth” (I John 3:18). If we have become 
Christians and refuse to bear the cross, then we are com-
mitting hypocrisy. Living as a Christian demands some 
“cross-bearing.” There are some things that we must cru-
cify (i.e., selfishness, lusts, insubordination, pride, etc.) if 
we are going to consider ourselves Christians. If one is not 
willing to “bear his cross” (Luke 14:27), then he should not 
deceive himself or others by thinking that he is a Christian, 
a disciple of Christ, because he is not; he is a disciple of 
the devil. We cannot pretend to be someone that we are 

The lessons are obvious to the Christian, for we can immediately see that we  
cannot act like we are a Christian and not really live as one and be pleasing to God.
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But I cannot let my brother outdo me in this. I have 
preached a lot of times when I “felt bad.” Once I traveled 
straight through from middle Georgia leaving on Sun-
day after morning services, stopping over for evening 
services, traveled through Kentucky and West Virginia 
non stop, changed clothes at a gas station near Charles-
ton, West Virginia, hit the ground a-running at 7 P.M., was 
greeted by the brethren at the Three-Wells Church of 
Christ (for further reference on this designation contact 
Paul Casebolt) and was in my seat ready to start at 7:30 
P.M. Drunk as a fish mind you from those crooked West 
Virginia roads but I propped myself up in the pulpit hold-
ing on to the sides of the stand for dear life. Brethren, I 
mean to tell you I “felt bad.” But, as Weldon Warnock would 
say, by George I preached and it turned out pretty good 
the brethren told me.

We teach, and rightly so, that we should not forsake 
the assembling of ourselves together. This is taught in 
Hebrews 10:23-26. In this passage we not only have the 
command to assemble but it also states why and what 
it amounts to if we do not. We are to stir one another up 
to love and good works so our faith will not waver. We 
assemble in order to do this and it amounts to wilful sin 
if we fail to comply.

Yes, brethren, we all “feel bad” a lot of the time but 
not so bad that we cannot tighten up our belts and go 
to services in spite of it.

I agree with my little friend, Jacob. I think we’d better 
go.

“Better Go” continued from front page

ty with one another based on our common acceptance 
of what the Scriptures teach about the person of Christ 
and the condi tions for salvation, we can have unity with 
one another so long as we have common acceptance of 
what the Scriptures teach about the worship and work 
of the church, and divorce and remarriage.

There can be no on-going fellowship with those who 
continue in the practice of their sin, defend it as an act of 
righteousness and in vite others to participate with them 
in the practice of their sin. John did not think he could 
invite those Gnostic teachers of the first cen tury who de-
nied the humanity of Jesus to a special series of lectures 
on the evidences or the home, so long as they did not 
teach their loose views on the humanity of Christ. Those 
who taught these false doctrines could not be received, 
plainly and simply.

There are many other Scriptures that empha sis this 
same truth about fellowship. Consider the following:

sex, drinking parties, and things of the like, who then 
praise and thank God for their Grammy. Why will some 
work with hypocrites, but not worship with them. Why 
will some listen to hypocrites entertain, but not study 
God’s word with them?

Is this not hypocrisy? Would one be so foolish to refuse 
blood for an immediate surgery for fear of a hypocrite 
who may have worked in the blood drive? Would one 
resist a lifeline and perish in a raging sea because there 
may be a hypocrite on board the ship? How absurd! I am 
not excusing hypocrisy, I am simply questioning some 
people’s inconsistency. How Jesus’ words ring true, “And 
why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do 
not perceive the plank in your own eye?” (Luke 6:41). 

People who excuse themselves from any responsibil-
ity to the Lord’s church because of some person’s sin of 
hypocrisy will never be saved unless they examine their 
own hypocrisy of self-righteousness, repent and obey 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. With such an evasive attitude, 
these people would have even refused to enter into the 
first-century church, for there was this ugly problem even 
then (see Acts 5:1-10). In fact some of the prominent lead-
ers in the first century fell subject to this very problem 
(see Gal. 2:11-14)! 

Though we detest hypocrisy, it is a sin that can be 
cleansed by the blood of Jesus if we are willing to self 
examine and judge ourselves before we judge others. 
Hypocrisy is a sin that must be repented from in order to 
be forgiven. Christians are not perfect, just forgiven. As 
for all sins, let us take up the words of the apostle Peter, 
“Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God 
if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven 
you” (Acts 8:22). Don’t stand in the gate of hypocrisy and 
neither hide behind it. No flesh shall be justified before 
God by committing it or prejudicially pointing it out in 
others. Hypocrisy is a poor flimsy excuse that some give 
to justify their ungodliness.

Let us never be sucked into this deceit. Have you yet 

“Fellowship” continued from page 2

The Prophet Motive
by Kenny Barfield, Ed.D.

 
Outstanding book on the fulfillment of the Old 

Testament prophecies. 340 pages. Paper.
 

Price — $12.99
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Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 
And what communion hath light with darkness? And what 
concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and daugh ters, saith the 
Lord Almighty. Having therefore these promises, dearly 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God (2 
Cor. 6:14-7:1).

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them (Eph. 5: 11).

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause 
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such 
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and 
by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple (Rom 16:17-18).

The unity-in-diversity is plea is not the Bible plan of 
unity. Years ago, our brethren used to illustrate the dif-
ference in doctrinal unity and union. They said, “You can 
tie two cats tails together and throw them over a clothes 
line and you have union, but you don’t have unity.” The 
difference between union and unity should be obvi-
ous. God calls us to the same kind of unity that exists 
between him and his Son, Jesus Christ: “Neither pray I 
for these alone, but for them also which shall believe 
on me through their word; that they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may 
be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me” (John 17:20-21).

Bible unity is grounded in adherence to the revealed 
Word of God and to that unity God’s people are commit-
ted. (Reprinted from The Exhorter, bulletin of the Danville, 
IN church of Christ, June 4, 1999.)

6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123

 “My Preacher”
  

   Glendol McClure

  
 If the brethren go to snoring, 
 My preacher’s sermons;
 They’re just too boring!

 If a sick brother needs a visit, 
 I’ll call my preacher;
 Its his job, isn’t it?

 When there are souls we need to seek, 
 I’ll call my preacher, 
 Don’t you know I have to work all week!

 If the church is not a growing, 
 Don’t blame the brethren;
  My preacher needs to pack and be going.
 
 If there’s a need for a Bible class teacher, 
 Get with my preacher;
 He’s the one we hired to do the teaching!

 If some of the brethren go to blows;
 Don’t blame me;
 My preacher stepped on their toes.

 When with the bills we get behind, 
 Just cut my preacher’s pay, 
 I’m sure he won’t mind. 

 And when there’s work or cause for blame,
 Go see my preacher;
 Don’t bring up my name!

 From all of this its plain to see,
 The brethren hired my preacher,  

 Just for me!

 

Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament
by Joseph Henry Thayer
Coded to Strongs. — $24.95
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The Quartet
Louis J. Sharp

Memory, precious memories, are one of mankind’s 
greatest treasures. We love the hymn, “Precious Memo-
ries.” It is a meaningful song. Please allow me to share a 
few memories with you.

Speaking at my sister’s memorial service, I recalled that 
as children, growing up in our parents’ home, our   father 
formed a singing quartet with the four older children, 
two boys and two girls. Juanita sang soprano, Virginia 
the alto, Harold sang bass, and I, the tenor. Our Daddy 
was the long-time song leader for the church in Little 
Rock. He led at the original meeting house at 10th and 
Valmar; then at 12th and Thayer, when the congregation 
met there. As we moved to 4th and State Street, Daddy 

was still leading singing. This was the location of the well known Hardeman-Bogard 
Debate in 1938. Daddy was still song leader when the new building was erected at 6th 
and Izard streets in the early fifties.

 
 We grew up in a singing family. Daddy taught us a great deal about singing. He had 
been a musician in his younger years, played cornet and french horn in a school band, 
and was an excellent singer. He had a natural pitch and frowned on the use of a pitch 
pipe or tuning fork. Although he didn’t make an issue of it, he simply did not like them 
himself.

 
 He had us singing at different programs at the old Missouri-Pacific Depot. He worked 
for the American Railway Express Agency, having started his work with Wells-Fargo. 
We also sang just for entertainment. Being without radio or TV (still undeveloped), we 
sang for our own pleasure. We grew up singing. The first of our quartet to leave us was 
Juanita (1986). Our lead singer departed. The next was Harold, our bass (1987). Every 
quartet needs a good bass! The most recent to depart is Virginia, a strong alto. And 
how she could sing her part. As I stated to the audience, only the tenor remains. We 
know not when our quartet will be reunited, but we believe that day will surely come. 
My mother and daddy departed many years ago. Now, three of our quartet also have 
answered death’s call. By reason of time, we too must leave this old world.

 
  Heaven is made more precious, our desire and longing for it greater. One day, 
with the ransomed of all ages, we’ll meet around the throne of God, singing his praises 
with the redeemed of all ages! Won’t It Be Wonderful There?

           
          From The Gospel Spotlight, June 27, 1999
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Edgar E. Holcomb: I am resigning from the work with the 
Southeast church here in Akron effective the first of the year. 
I am looking for a place to relocate. I have been preaching 
about forty years. I’ve been at Southeast ten years. I was with 
the church in North Ridgeville, Ohio ten years before moving 
here. Both groups and their elders would give me a good rec-
ommendation. Would you please keep me in mind if you are 
looking for a preacher. 1679 Preston Ave., Akron, OH 44305, 
(phone: 330-784-6718).

Presbyterians Retain Policy on Gay Clergy
“Fort Worth, Texas — Presbyterian leaders Friday rejected a 
measure that could have opened the door to the ordination 
of non-celibate gays and lesbians.

“At the annual meeting of the 2.6-million-member Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), delegates decided 389-198 not to allow the 
church’s regional governing bodies to vote on the issue.

“For now, the vote ends an attempt to strike the constitutional 
clause that requires clergy to maintain ‘fidelity within the cov-
enant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity 
in singleness.’

“Gays must remain celibate if they wish to be ministers because 
the church does not recognize homosexual marriages” (The 
Indianapolis Star [June 26, 1999], A6).

Gambling Pastor Loses Church Funds
“New Albany — A church recently lost $11,000 to gambling at 
Glory of Rome riverboat casino in Harrison County.

“The Rev. Bryan K. Litton, 23, who leads First Baptist Church of 
Jefferson Gardens, was charged this week with nine counts of 
forgery involving checks drawn on the church’s bank account. 
If convicted, he faces up to 72 years in prison.

Preacher Needed
Okeechobee, Florida: The Big Lake church is searching for a 
full-time preacher. If interested, pleast contact John Walker, 
941-467-1013 or Verlin Gabhart, 942-763-2951.

Ranger, Texas: The Lord’s church in Ranger is looking for a 
full-time preacher. They are a small congregatin of about 40 
in a small town of less than 3000. Ranger is 85 miles from Ft. 
Worth and 65 miles from Abilene. About half of their number 
is teens and children. They would like to have a young man 
with a family to work with them. The church supplies a nice 
three-bedroom home and $1000 per month. Some additional 
support or part-time work would probably be required. Please 
contact Troy Tindall, 254-647-3072, or Alan Thomas at 254-647-
3893 or e-mail: alanst@eastland.net.

“‘It’s a tragedy,’ said Floyd County Prosecutor Stan Faith.

“Faith described Litton’s career as promising and said he was 
an accomplished speaker.

“So far, Faith said the only motivation he has found in his inves-
tigation is the temptation that gambling produces.

“. . . The case comes just a week after members of National 
Gambling Impact Study Commission warned members of 
Congress about the toll on millions of people who become 
addicted to gambling.

“Members of the church, many of whom are Litton’s family or 
friends, voted 21-3 at a meeting Wednesday night to keep him 
as pastor if he gets out of jail” (The Republic, Columbus Indiana 
[June 26, 1999], A8).

(Editor’s Note:  No one is exempt from the temptations of 
gambling,  even those who preach who may think that they 
have crucified the flesh with its temptations. The effects of sin 
are evil, destroying the lives of men and women who become 
addicted to it.

We are also appalled that this Baptist Church would have no 
better perception of its responsibility to have one in the pulpit 
who displays moral character that they are yet willing to retain 
him as their pastor even though he is addicted to gambling 
and guilty of forgery. 

We would also ask our Baptist friends if this “pastor” has fallen 
from grace. The logical conclusion of their “once in grace, always 
in grace” position is that one can die addicted to gambling and 
forgery but still have the hope of heaven, whether or not he 
repents. Has this “pastor” lost his salvation or just the “joy of 
his salvation” by his sins?)
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Cahaba Hgts.Church of Christ

3251 Greendale Rd.
(near I-459 & Hwy. 280 interchange)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

 967-2150

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Pinson Church of Christ

4233 Glen Brook Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

 Evangelist:  Ken Chapman
(205) 681-6231 or 680-5770

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Vestavia Hills Church of Christ

2325 Old Columbiana Rd.
(near I-65 & Hwy. 31)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ken Marrs
822-0018 or 822-2191

ELGIN, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

Rt. 4, Box 54-1
(bldg. 2 blks. N of Intersection of
US 72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

FLORENCE, AL
College View Church of Christ

851 N. Pine St.
(adjacent to University Campus)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelists: David Thomley
Harold Comer, 766-0403

FOLEY, AL
South Baldwin 

Church of Christ
517 N. McKenzie St.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James E. Cooper
(334) 943-2686 or 943-3380

GARDENDALE, AL
North Gardendale
Church of Christ
380 Hickory Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Rouse
(205) 631-8415 or 631-8098

HAMILTON, AL
W. Hamilton Church of Christ

N.W. Corner Hwy. 74W and Rem-
ington Dr.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Myhan
(205) 921-2338 or 921-2605

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Chapman Acres Church of Christ

2137 Penhall Dr., NE
(I-565 E. to end, right on Maysville Rd., left on 

Chapman Ave., right on Penhall Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Johnson
(205) 536-5296 or 539-9018

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Hughes Rd. & Gooch Lane

Church of Christ
(Go 8 miles on U.S. 72 W.,
S. on Hughes Rd. ¼ mile)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Allen Dvorak
(256) 830-1654 or 837-2939

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Sparkman Drive Church of Christ

3200 Sparkman Drive
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Guy P. McDaniel
and Robert F. Hendrix

(205) 852-1175 or 430-0909

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Weatherly Heights Church of Christ

930 Weatherly Rd., S.E.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Freeman
881-9540 or 883-6753

MOBILE, AL
West Mobile Church of Christ

129 Hillcrest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff McCrary
(334) 342-4144 or 633-8377

MONTGOMERY, AL
Church of Christ
800 Perry Hill Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
5th Sunday 4: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John McPherson
244-1675, 277-9155, 271-4679

or 272-0801

MONTGOMERY, AL
Eastbrook Church of Christ

650 Coliseum Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Contact:  Sammy Bynum, 263-5790, 
Bldg: 272-4232

or Tommy Moore 288-0799 and 
Carroll Puckett 288-1461

OWENS CROSS ROADS, AL
Church of Christ at Elon
4021 Hobbs Island Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David Harwell
256-830-0879

PARRISH, AL
McArthur Heights
Church of Christ
5082 Hwy. 269

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

RED BAY, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

Meadow Dr. & Hwy. 24 East
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Maples, Sr.
(256) 356-2723 or 356-4513

ROGERSVILLE, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

81 Elgin Hills Dr.
(bldg. 2 blks. N. of intersection of US 

72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

RUSSELLVILLE, AL
Hwy. 43 By-Pass

(Across from local hospital)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Gilbert
(205) 332-2294 home or 

(205) 332-6918 office

SARALAND, AL
Shelton Beach Rd.
(N. Mobile Area)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paddy Kendall-Ball
675-2255 or 675-7820

SCOTTSBORO, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

John T. Reid Pkwy.
(on Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Gregory A. Legg
(205) 574-1603 or 259-1814

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

 PALMER, AK
Mat-Su Church of Christ

Kay Bank Plaza Bldg.
(P.O. Box 3141, 99645-3141)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.

Evening  5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Monty Howes (907) 696-7853
Jason Robertson (907) 745-1750 

Phil Douthitt (907) 696-8885

GLENDALE, AZ
Church of Christ

6801 N. 60th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 40 A.M.
Bible Study 5: 00 P.M.
Evening  5: 40 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dan Cook

MESA, AZ
Southeast Church of Christ

312 N. Kieth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.
Evening  6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rocco Lucari
(602) 963-9069 or 833-8236

PRESCOTT, AZ
Pleasant Valley

Church of Christ
2820 Willow Creek Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Pete Hicks
(602) 778-7858

TUCSON, AZ
Church of Christ

145 N. Country Club Rd.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hugh Delong
326-3634 or 722-3179

BENTONVILLE, AR
East 102 Church of Christ

910 S.E. 14th (102)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 273-3989

CONWAY, AR
Hwy. 65 Church of Christ

217 Highway 65
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Coffey
Bldg: (501) 336-0052

CONWAY, AR
Prince Street Church of Christ

2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 336-0669

FT. SMITH, AR
South 46th St.

Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell Blasingame
478-6108 or 782-0588

GRADY, AR
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 363
Hwy. 65 South

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Edgar J. Dye
(501) 247-0232

HARRISON, AR
Capps Rd. Church of Christ

407 Bella Vista Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Norman E. Sewell
741-9104 or 741-5151

HEBER SPRINGS, AR
Spring Park Church of Christ
(On corner of Sugar Loaf &

Center Sts. north of the park)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 7: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

362-8994

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Fairview Park Church of Christ

11820 Fairview Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Carrow
225-8200

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Church of Christ

7115 West 65th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis J. Sharp
Res. (501) 565-0943

Study (501) 568-1062

MARSHALL, AR
Marshall Church of Christ

(North Central, AR)
Hwy. 27 N 1 Mi. from 65 Jct.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Prince
(870) 448-2055

PINE BLUFF, AR
Church of Christ
4700 W. 28th St.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10:  35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clarence W. Fell
(870) 879-2097

RUSSELLVILLE, AR
Church of Christ

709 E. 16th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Evening   6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday   7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  A.W. Goff
(501) 968-7010

or 968-6372

TEXARKANA, AR
Church of Christ
2301 Franklin Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Derek R. Chancellor
772-0746 

VAN BUREN, AR
Van Buren Church of Christ

711 Access Road
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Sexton
(501) 471-5801

ANTIOCH, CA
Church of Christ

126 Railroad Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Dial-a-Bible Moment  
(510)  706-WORD

Evangelist:  Glendol McClure
(510) 757-8318 or 754-7077

BAKERSFIELD, CA
Rosedale Church of Christ

3011 Allen Road
Worship   9: 30 A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Hilburn

CANOGA PARK, CA
(San Fernando Valley)

Church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Kilgo
348-2193 or 346-5853

FOLSOM, CA
Church of Christ
800 Reading St.

P.O. Box 492
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: David Posey
(916) 676-5298 or 933-5298

FREMONT, CA
Church of Christ

in the Centerville area
39354 Fremont Blvd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(510) 794-7659

FRESNO, CA
Northside Church of Christ

1190 W. Herndon Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jack Flad
(209) 224-1061 or 275-0850
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HEMET, CA

Church of Christ
203 W. Acacia Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(909) 925-1991

LOMA RICA, CA
Church of Christ

5150 Fruitland Road
Classes        9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Preaching 11: 35 A.M.
Tuesday   7: 00 P.M.

Elders: Terry Clayton
and R.H. Herrig

(916) 743-0211 or 742-6249

LONG BEACH, CA
Church of Christ

3433 Studebaker Rd.
Bible Study   9: 50 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Cultos En Espanol Tambien
(562) 420-2363 or 

420-9577

OCEANSIDE-VISTA, CA
Church of Christ

2020 Sunset Drive
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell C. Bell
(760) 940-8003

PASO ROBLES, CA
Church of Christ
3545 Spring St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dell Evans
(805) 238-1682 or 238-2564

PLEASANTON, CA
Church of Christ

1072 Serpentine Lane, St. #
Bible Classes      9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Richard Dowdy
(510) 484-4188

SAN BERNADINO. CA
Church of Christ

1354 Mountain View Ave.
(Exit off I-15 at Baseline, east to
Mt. View Ave., left for 2 blocks)

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Royce Bell

SANTA BARBARA, CA
Church of Christ

2310 Chapala Street
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(805) 682-7756

AURORA, CO
(Denver)

Boston St. Church of Christ
1297 Boston St.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hoyt Houchen
(303) 366-5283 or 805-4820

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Northeast Church of Christ

6660 Galley Rd.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger Hendricks
597-6661 or 591-9932

GOLDEN, CO
Westside Church of Christ

13789 West 8th Ave.
(½ mi. E. of Indiana St.)

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

233-5683

GRAND JUNCTION, CO
Valley Church of Christ

491 Sparn Road
P.O. Box 40531

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Andy Berendt
(970) 245-5112

IGNACIO, CO
Church of Christ
295 Burns Ave.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 1: 00 P.M.

(970) 563-9418 

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO
Church of Christ

Mounted Ranger Bldg.
San Juan Street

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Lungstrum
264-6119, 264,4729, 264-4236

WALLINGFORD, CT.
Church of Christ

1213 Old Colony Rd., Rt. 71
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Afternoon Call
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ed Smith
(203) 284-2171 or 235-5576

BRIDGEVILLE, DE
Kent-Sussex Church of Christ

116 Irons Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Tim Fannin (302) 934-8903
Jerry Marvel (302) 629-4211

Bill Dykes (302) 855-1305

BARTOW, FL
Church of Christ

550 West Main St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Vernon Love
(813) 533-7725 or 533-3563

BROOKSVILLE, FL
Church of Christ

604 W. Fort Dade Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  V.C. McCormick
(904) 796-9803

Church of Christ
2431 Fortune Rd.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Copeland
(407) 931-1725 or 348-0300

KISSIMMEE, FL
Downtown Church of Christ

“On the Internet”
churchofchrist-kiss-fl.com

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy de Klerk
(407) 344-9027

LAKE CITY, FL
Lakeview Church of Christ

U.S. 441 South
convenient to I-75

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 752-1506 or 935-2976

LAKELAND, FL
Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Church of Christ
2510 Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship   9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Marc W. Gibson
(941) 688-4336

LAKELAND, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

3900 South Pipkin Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Jamerson
(941) 644-9463 or 644-6080
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LUTZ (Tampa), FL
S. Livingston Ave. Church of Christ

16812 Livingston Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Bill Fairchild (813) 632-6941  H.E. 
Phillips (813) 949-8232

MARY ESTHER, FL
Mary Esther Church of Christ

6 Lane Dr. (1 blk. N of
Hwy. 98 on Doolittle Blvd.)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(850) 244-2335

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
Church of Christ
512 Plumosa St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Swain
(407) 631-8314

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
North Courtenay Church of Christ

2455 N. Courtenay Pkwy.

CHIPLEY, FL
Church of Christ

680 3rd St. (P.O. Box 31)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

DUNDEE, FL
Dundee Church of Christ

4th and Main St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James C. Yaw
(941) 439-3280

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
Northside Church of Christ

912 NW 19th St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clinton D. Hamilton
(305) 763-1404

FORT MYERS, FL
N. Ft. Myers Church of Christ

200 Pine Island Rd.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Vernon Eugene Ford
(941) 997-3959 or 567-0819

FORT MYERS, FL
Southside Church of Christ

13641 Learning Ct.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David P.  Schmidt
433-2838 or 482-2158

FORT WALTON BEACH, FL
Northside Church of Christ

520 Mary Esther Cutoff
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  O. Fred Liggin
(904) 244-0031

FROSTPROOF, FL
Church of Christ

40 W. “A” St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Felix Salazar
(941) 635-2607

JACKSONVILLE, FL
Marietta Church of Christ

8150 Driggers St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jamie Rhoden
783-2690 or 781-5704

KEY LARGO, FL
Key Largo Church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.

33037 m.m. 100.5 on U.S. 1
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roland Fritz
(305) 451-1194

KISSIMMEE, FL

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jere Frost
                  (407) 452-8822 

MIAMI, FL
Flagler Grove Church of Christ

               (Nearest to Airport)  500 
N.W. 53rd Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gene Robinson
(305) 634-5924

MIAMI, FL
Miami Shores Church of Christ

10275 N.E. 2nd Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lamont White
and Denis Florestant

(305) 758-3036 or 624-1487

MIAMI, FL
N. Miami Church of Christ

13521 Memorial Hwy.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Fred Shewmaker
(305) 893-6909 or 685-3203

MIAMI, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

1450 S.W. 24th Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Alfred A. Reinhardt
856-8376 or 856-6486

MIDDLEBURG, FL
Church of Christ

3155 County Rd. 215
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 282-5616

OCALA, FL
Church of Christ

3900 S. Pine
(441, 301 & 27 S.)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Hudgins
(352) 694-2922

OKEECHOBEE, FL
Big Lake Church of Christ
1115 Southwest 3rd Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Herb Braswell
(941) 357-3089 or 467-1013

ORANGE PARK, FL
Orange Park Church of Christ

1365 Kingsley Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Artur Loeber
(904) 282-9047

ORLANDO, FL
Azalea Park Church of Christ

6800 Lake Underhill Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Scott Love
(407) 277-7931

ORLANDO, FL
Par St. Church of Christ

15 W. Par St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Rod Amanet
(407) 898-8601or 628-2995

ORLANDO, FL
S. Bumby Church of Christ

3940 S. Bumby 
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Robert Harkrider
and David Banning

(407) 851-8031 or 855-2670

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL
Beach Church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Witherington
(904) 234-2521 or 784-7999

PANAMA CITY, FL
Church of Christ
3339 Florida Ave.

(Between Baldwin Rd. & Hwy. 390)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Marvin Hudson
(904) 265-6539

PENSACOLA, FL
East Hill Church of Christ

2708 E. Nine Mile Rd.
at Camberwell Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sam Brinkley, Jr.
479-2130 or 477-5819

PENSACOLA, FL
Northside Church of Christ

4001 N. Ninth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joseph R. Mazter
(850) 432-0736

PERRY, FL
Perry Church of Christ

714 N. Calhoun St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rick Mott
(904) 584-2645 or 584-8902

PLANT CITY, FL
Plant City Church of Christ

315 N. Wilder Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary M. Ogden
(813) 752-2227 or 752-2771

ST. PETERSBURG, FL
Church of Christ

901 49th St. South
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Doug Barlar
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SARASOTA, FL
Church of Christ

2445 Fruitville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  James Hanaker
and Mickey Martin

755-1128

SEFFNER, FL
Church of Christ

621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gibson
813-684-1297

 HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TAMPA, FL
58th Street Church of Christ

12200 N. 58th St.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(813) 988-3380 or 988-4646

TARPON SPRINGS, FL
Tarpon Springs Church of Christ

570 E. Orange St.
(corner of Disston)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Dickens
(727) 938-3967 or 937-9327

UMATILLA, FL
Golden Triangle Church of Christ

210 Kentucky Avenue
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Assembly 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  James L. Yopp
(352) 669-8490 or 483-0363

ZEPHYRHILLS, FL
Church of Christ
5444 Fourth St.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Don Hastings
(813) 788-9587

ACWORTH, GA
Etowah Church of Christ

2714 Valleyhill Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff Winburn
(770) 974-2814

ENTERVILLE, GA
Centerville Church of Christ

250 Collins Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  J. Wiley Adams
(912) 922-1158 or 953-5217

MARTINEZ, GA
Martinez Church of Christ

201 Belair Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John M. Trigg
863-9744 

PINE MOUNTAIN VALLEY, GA
Church of Christ
Route 116 (near

Callaway Gardens)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229

VALDOSTA, GA
Church of Christ

4313 North Valdosta Rd.
(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 6 off I-75)

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Evangelist: William H. Sowder, Sr.

244-8630 or 794-2456

WARNER ROBINS, GA
Westside Church of Christ

1158 Willow
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paul Ayres
(912) 784-7078

BLACKFOOT, ID
Church of Christ
370 N. Shilling

P.O. Box 158-83221
Classes   1: 30 P.M.
Bible Study 2: 30 P.M.
Worship 3: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Thompson
(208) 785-5773 or 785-6168

WENDELL, ID
Church of Christ

801 E. Main
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.

(208) 536-6296

ABINGDON, IL
Abingdon Church of Christ

209 N. Main
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John B. Wilson
(309) 462-5368

BENTON, IL
Church of Christ

203 N. Central St. P.O. Box 12
(north of Wal-Mart

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ronald D. Grifffin
(618) 438-2911 or 439-4605

BRADLEY, IL
Church of Christ

1505 E. Broadway
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jon Quinn
(815) 932-9014 or 939-3315

BURBANK, IL
Burbank Church of Christ

8230 S. Laramie Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Charles Eads
(708) 423-6703

CHICAGO, IL
Northside Church of Christ

4440 W. Adams St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James R. Davis, Sr.
624-7599

CHICAGO, IL
Church of Christ

1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Donald Hawkins
333-4875 or 224-9279

EAST ALTON, IL
Church of Christ
450 E. Airline Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Parks
(618) 259-7532

GLEN ELLYN, IL
Church of Christ

796 Prairie, 60137
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(630) 858-2290 or 529-2149

PALATINE, IL
Church of Christ

(N.W. Chicago Suburb)
1050 N. Deer Ave.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Speer
(847) 991-1288

BLOOMINGTON, IN
Church of Christ
825 West 2nd St.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

332-0501

CLARKSVILLE, IN
Clarksville Church of Christ

407 W. Highway 131
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Elmo Wilson
Church building:(812) 944-2305

 Home: (812) 288-4206
Elders: 944-1878 or 948-9917

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN
Southside Church of Christ
.2 mile east of U.S. 231 on 

300 S. (Rt. 7, Box 323)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church Bldg: (765) 361-9812
James Page: (765) 362-9168

DANVILLE, IN

2849 East Main St.
Bible Classes 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Willis
Home Phone: (317) 272-0506

Building: (317) 745-4708

ELLETTSVILLE, IN
Church of Christ

303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Johnie Edwards
(812) 876-2285 or 336-4630

HAMMOND, IN
Woodmar Church of Christ

2133 169th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(219) 845-8942 

HOBART, IN
Church of Christ
300 N. Liberty St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Owens
(219) 942-2663

JAMESTOWN, IN
Church of Christ

(1 Mi. south of I-74)
Cor. Darlington & Mill Sts.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Denver Niemeier
(765) 676-6404 or (317) 852-7782

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Castleton Church of Christ

7701 East 86th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

485-7771 or 842-3613

KOKOMO, IN
Church of Christ

1217 S. Courtland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 10: 30 A.M.
 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Blackaby
(765) 453-2356

MUNCIE, IN
Church of Christ

301 N. Calvert Ave.
Bible Study     9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Hamilton
284-5299 or 286-5488

NEW ALBANY, IN
Silver St. Church of Christ

1101 Silver St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Thurs. Morning  10: 00 A.M. 

Evangelist:  Guy Roberson
945-0664 or 945-7874

NOBLESVILLE, IN
Noblesville Church of Christ

1008 S. 9th Street

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle Pope
(913) 631-6519 or 599-3692

TOPEKA, KS
Oakland Church of Christ

553 Wilson
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

235-8687 or 273-7977

WICHITA, KS
Westside Church of Christ

3500 S. Meridian
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike O’Neal
Elders: B. Allen, L. Westbrook
(316) 729-9302 or 838-6274 

ASHLAND, KY
Tri-State Church of Christ
1314 Montgomery Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Edwards
(606) 325-9742

BEAVER DAM, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.

Worship      10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study    After Worship 
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(7:30 during DST)
Evangelist:  Gary E. Bagwell

274-4451 or 274-4486

BOWLING GREEN, KY
West End Church of Christ

1609 Parkside Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dudley Ross Spears
(502) 842-7880 or 781-4947

CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY
Sunny Hill Dr.

Church of Christ
(near the Dairy Queen)

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(502) 789-1651 

DANVILLE, KY
385 E. Lexington Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists
Steve Wolfgang & Scott Vifquain

236-4204, 236-8506
or 238-0860

ELIZABETHTOWN, KY
Collegeview Church of Christ

611A College St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Bryant
737-5498 or 737-4188

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evengelist: H.L. Collett
(317) 773-8864 or 773-2321

 

OOLITIC, IN
Church of Christ

400 Lafayette Ave.
P.O. Box 34

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

279-4332

PEKIN, IN
Church of Christ

(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary L. Coles
967-3437 or 967-3520

RICHMOND, IN
Gaar Road Church of Christ

1835 Gaar Rd. (1 mi. S. of
I-70 off Hwy. 227)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Douglas R. Clark
(765) 935-2911

TRAFALGAR, IN
Spearsville Rd. Church of Christ

6244 W. 500W
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Perry Hurst 
(765) 349-7313

WEST LAFAYETTE, IN
Church of Christ

1850 Woodland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 15 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry J. Curry
(317) 463-9947 or 463-6409

DES MOINES, IA
Church of Christ

1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ron Anderson
262-6799

GRINNELL, IA
Church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Al Sandlin
(515)236-6052

alchar@aol.com
 

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LENEXA, KS
Lenexa Church of Christ

7845 Cottonwood
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
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ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

PASCAGOULA, MS
Chico Road Church of Christ

Corner of Scovel Rd.
& Chico Rd.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 762-9557

STARKVILLE, MS
Northside Church of Christ

1200 N. Montgomery St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

BLUE SPRINGS, MO
South Ave. Church of Christ

101 W. South Ave.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jim Bailey
(816) 228-9262

COLUMBIA, MO
Eastside Church of Christ

1510 Audubon
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

445-5497 or 443-0634

DONIPHAN, MO
Southside Church of Christ

Hwy. 142 E. ½ mile
(P.O. Box 220)

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(314) 996-3251 or 996-3513

FAIRGROVE, MO
Church of Christ

217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Bible Study  10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Walter Myers
(417) 859-2333

Joe Easterly: 759-2351

KAHOKA, MO
Westside Church of Christ

671 W. Thompson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  George Hickman
(660) 727-2090

KANSAS CITY, MO

Hickman Mills Church of Christ
11610 S. 71 Hwy.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(816) 331-6482

KANSAS CITY, MO
Nashua Church of Christ

11425 N. Main St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Broyles
(816) 532-4270 or 734-4142

KANSAS CITY, MO
Vivion Road Church of Christ

2026 N.E. Vivion Rd.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Kinzel
(816) 453-6157

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

$95.00 PER YEAR

GLASGOW, KY
East Main St. Church of Christ

106 Carnation Dr.
(across from Gorin Park)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Charles Holton, Evangelist
651-7141

HODGENVILLE, KY
South Lincoln Blvd. 

0.8 mi. south of Square  
on 31 E.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M

Jim Bickford: 358-4088
358-4352

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Indian Hills Church of Christ

116 Sequoia Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Cook
(502) 259-9727

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ

Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joey Cooper
259-4968

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church of Christ

3741 Taylorsville Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Humphries
499-9942 or 459-8730

LOUISVILLE, KY
Manslick Rd.Church of Christ

4724 E. Manslick Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Himmel
231-8435 

Office: 964-3624

LOUISVILLE, KY
Valley Station Church or Christ

1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Everette Hardin
937-2822

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

4401 West Broad St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sidney L. Shanks
502-772-3026 or 778-3254

OWENSBORO, KY
Westside Church or Christ

4201 Bent Tree Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Michael Thomas
(502) 683-4204 or 771-0000

OWENSBORO, KY
Southside Church or Christ

2920 New Hartford Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff Lankford
(502) 683-5386 or 684-8722

REGINA, KY
Road Creek Church or Christ
7 miles west of Elkhorn City

on Route 460 & Route 80
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(606) 754-9883, 754-8642
or 754-5398

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

1/4 mi. E. of I-65 or Hwy. 44
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Heath Rogers
(502) 543-4446

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Hebron Lane Church or Christ
Rt. 61 on Hebron Ln.1/4 mile

Sun. Morning 9: 00 A.M.
Sun. Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy Alexander
957-6845 or 957-5115

SOMERSET, KY
Southside Church or Christ

390 Old Monticello Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Art Ogden
(606) 679-5762 or 678-8005

TOMPKINSVILLE, KY
Lyons Chapel Church of Christ

Highway 100 East
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Lee
(502) 487-8448

BATON ROUGE, LA
Park Forest Church of Christ

9923 Sunny Cline Dr.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Crews
275-4684 or 273-1105

BOSSIER CITY, LA
Bossier Church of Christ

2917 Foster
Bible Study 9 : 30 A.M.
Worship 10 : 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Henderson
(318) 747-4308 or 868-9054 

LAKE CHARLES, LA
Southside Church of Christ

3919 Auburn St.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kenneth R. Hoyle
(318) 474-9122 or 474-9866

LEESVILLE, LA
White Park Church of Christ

17801 Nolan Trace
20 mi. from Fort Polk
(5 mi. W. of Leesville)

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(318) 239-4614

SHREVEPORT, LA
Twin Cities Church of Christ

203 Kay Lane
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: John West
(318) 797-0805 or 747-2766

STONEWALL, LA
N. DeSoto Church of Christ

172 Woolworth Rd. in Stonewall
(South of Shreveport)

Worship  9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

925-2831 or 925-2733

PORTLAND, ME
Church of Christ

856 Brighton Ave.
Maine Turnpike Exit 8

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 2: 00 P.M.

Call for mid-week assemblies
Evangelist:  Patrick Kelly

(207) 856-2909

ARBUTUS, MD
Arbutus Church of Christ

5205 East Dr., Suite D
(East Drive Shopping Center)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church phone: (410) 247-1396 or 
(410) 789-2080, 859-0116

SEVERN, MD
Southwest Church of Christ

805 Meadow Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(410) 551-6549 or 969-1420

RIVERDALE, MD
(Washington, D.C. area)

Wildercroft Church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dale Smelser
(301) 474-7460 or 464-9409

           

DECKERVILLE, MI
Church of Christ
2556 Maple St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Contact: Craig Thomas
(810) 648-5009 or 648-2515

ROSEVILLE, MI
South Macomb
Church of Christ
18551 Eastland

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(810) 775-4059

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

ST. CHARLES, MN
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 3: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Robert Lehnertz
(507) 534-2905 or 932-3521

ST. PAUL, MN
Summit Ave. Church of Christ

10 S. Grotto
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(612) 222-0872 or 738-7987

BOONEVILLE, MS
Church of Christ

101 Oakleigh Dr. Located on W. 
Chambers Dr., New Hwy. 4 By-pass

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship  10: 30 A.M.
Evening 4: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 728-3213 or 728-6345

COLUMBUS, MS
Woodlawn Church of Christ
359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Willis Logan
(601) 356-6629

GULFPORT, MS
Morris Rd. Church of Christ

located 1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd.
& 3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(228) 832-5529 

JACKSON, MS
Clinton Blvd. Church of Christ

5535 Clinton Blvd
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Leonard White
922-4957 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN, MS
Grandview Church of Christ

2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Frank Whidden
(601) 482-0543 (bldg.)

(601) 679-8542 or 483-3652

MERIDIAN, MS
7th St. Church of Christ

2914 7th St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: James Strickland
(601) 483-3101 or 483-4258
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When A Child Dies . . . 

Dick Blackford
 

I was in New Madrid, Missouri in a gospel meeting one spring. While 
taking an early morning walk, I passed a small cemetery and stopped to 
read epitaphs on some of the old tombstones. One spoke of hard times for 
a couple who lost four daughters within six years. The first died in 1845 
at three years, four months. The second died in 1848 at two years, eight 
months. The last was in 1851 at the age of three months. It would be dif-
ficult to imagine the degree of  grief the parents must have experienced. 
Their epitaph, which we will notice  in a moment, demonstrated the faith 
of the parents as to where their chil-
dren would spend eternity. 

 
Their grief would surely have 

been multiplied if some preacher 
had told them their children died 
in sin. As a quick look at most 
major creed books, disciplines, and 
manuals will attest, the majority of 
“Christen dom” holds to the view 
that babies are born in sin. Check 
the Catholic Catechism, Methodist 
Discipline, Baptist Manual, Pres-
byterian Confession, etc. 

 
Concerning the conception of 

Jacob and Esau, Paul said, “For the 
children being not yet born, neither 
having done anything good or evil . . .” (Rom. 9:11). Children are in-
nocent and are in a safe condition until they grow to a point of maturity 
and become accountable. If one is too young to fully understand about 
good and evil, he is not yet responsible. 

 
Some say all are guilty of Adam’s sin. If one inherits the sin of Adam 

it must come through his or her parents. Perhaps foreseeing that some 
would teach this false doctrine, Ezekiel said “the son shall not bear the 
iniquity of the father . . .” (18:20). In 2 Corinthians 5:10, Paul said “we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body . . .” not Adam’s! 

 
Since sin is the transgression of the law (1 John 3:4), how can a 

transgression  be transmitted? Either one sinned, or he did not. God is a 
God of fairness and justice. He does not attribute sin to one person that 



 Truth Magazine — September 2, 1999(514)

See “Widow’s Mite” p. 536

    2

Vol. XLIII        September 2, 1999           No. 18

Editor: Mike Willis
Associate Editor: Connie W. Adams

Staff Writers
J. Wiley Adams      Irvin Himmel
Donald P. Ames  Olen Holderby
O.C. Birdwell, Jr.  Frank Jamerson
Dick Blackford    Daniel H. King
Edward Bragwell  Aude McKee
Paul J. Casebolt  Harry Osborne
Bill Cavender   H.E. Phillips
Bob Dickey   Donnie V. Rader
Johnie Edwards  Tom Roberts
Harold Fite   Weldon E. Warnock
Larry Hafley   Lewis Willis
Ron Halbrook   Bobby Witherington
Clinton D. Hamilton Steve Wolfgang

Guardian of  Truth Foundation
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Connie W. Adams  Fred Pollock
Alan Birdwell   Weldon E. Warnock
O.C. Birdwell, Jr.  Mike Willis
Dickey Cooper  Steve Wolfgang 
Ron Halbrook

— Subscription Rates —
$19.00 Per Year

Single Copies — $2.00 each
Foreign Subscriptions — $22.00

— Bulk Rates —

$1.25 per subscription per month
Manuscripts should be sent to Mike Willis, 
6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123. E-mail: 
mikewillis1@compu-   serve. com
All business matters should be addressed 
to O.C. Birdwell, Jr. who serves as Executive 
Vice-President for the Guardian of Truth 
Foundation. He is available by phone at 
1-800-633-3216 or by mail at P.O. Box 858, 
Athens, AL 35611.
Subscriptions, renewals and other cor-
respondence should be sent to Truth 
Magazine, P.O. Box 9670, Bowling Green, 
KY 42101.
Book orders should be sent to Truth Book-
store, P.O. Box 9670, Bowling Green, KY 
42101. Phone: 1-800-428-0121.
Postmaster: Send change of address to P.O. 
Box 9670, Bowling Green, KY 42101. 

Editorial

Lessons From 
The Widow’s Mite
Mike Willis

And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast 
money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. And there 
came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make 
a farthing. And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all 
they which have cast into the treasury: For all they did cast in of their 
abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her 
living (Mark 12:41-44).
I suppose that the story of the widow’s mite is one of almost every 

person’s favorite lessons in the gospel narrative. It is recorded in both 
Mark and Luke’s record (21:1-4). Think of these important lessons from 
this text:

1. Jesus is Omniscient. Jesus knew the circumstances of those who 
were giving. He was aware that some gave from their abundance, which 
was observable from their outward appearance. He was also aware of the 
circumstances of this unnamed woman who gave. How did Jesus know 
that (a) she was widow, (b) how much she gave, (c) how much she had? 
Jesus knew these things because he was the incarnate God in full pos-
session and use of his divine attributes, including his omniscience.

“And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people 
cast money into the treasury.” Jesus still watches to see how we give. 
He is aware of the sacrificial gifts that some among us make. There is a 
widow with whom I used to worship whose sacrificial giving impresses 
me. Every Sunday she places her check in the collection plate just as 
do the others. I know her circumstances are those of one who is barely 
surviving. She does not have many dresses to wear to church; her car 
is far from the latest model. She reminds me of this widow in Mark in 
her sacrificial giving. I give of my abundance, but she gives in spite of 
barely being able to provide her necessities. I am privileged to witness 
and learn from her good example. Although her contribution amounts 
to a very small amount of the local church’s budget and, consequently, 
some brethren may not think what she thinks about anything is very 
important, God knows her sacrificial giving and esteems it.
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continued next page

Competent Elders Com-
municate

Irvin Himmel

If you have ever tried to talk to someone on the telephone when there 
was a bad connection, you know the frustration of poor communication. 
If you have ever felt “left out” due to not knowing something that you 
were entitled to know but the information was withheld, you can ap-
preciate the need for communication.

It is imperative that the overseers of the local church communicate 
with the members of the congregation. Serious problems arise when 
there is a breakdown in communication.

What Elders Need To Communicate
1. God’s word. Qualified elders are teachers. “Apt to teach” is listed 

along with other qualifications (1 Tim. 3:2). “Apt” means equipped or 
prepared. A bishop (overseer) is to hold fast the faithful word as he has 
been taught, “that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and 
convince the gainsayers” (Tit. 1:9). One who is apt or able to teach must 
have ability to communicate. To teach is to impart knowledge. Whether 
an elder is teaching privately, in a class setting, or publicly, he is in the 
role of transmitting or conveying divine truth. He must be able to express 
his thoughts. He must communicate.

2. Love and concern. Elders should be caring men. A shepherd is 
expected to be attentive to the flock. The prophet Ezekiel rebuked the 
shepherds of Israel for feeding themselves and neglecting the flock 
(Ezek. 34:2-6). Both Paul and Peter emphasized that elders are to feed 
or tend the flock (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2). Good elders look for ways of 
expressing to the flock their love, interest, and regard. When members 
of a congregation get this message they feel disposed to go to the elders 
with their spiritual problems. 

3. Warnings and admonitions. Elders are spiritual watchmen (Acts 
20:32; Heb. 13:17). They must warn of dangers. There are occasions 
when they must rebuke, expose error, and stop the mouths of vain talk-
ers and deceivers (Tit. 1:10, 11). Churches have drifted into digression 
because elders sat in silence rather than speak out. A brother or sister who 
has fallen into sin needs admonition. Elders have a grave responsibility 
to communicate warnings.
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4. Plans, programs, changes. The elders ought to keep 
the flock informed about such things as gospel meetings, 
special classes, changes in the teaching program, changes 
in support of preachers (by dropping some that have been 
assisted or adding others for partial or full support), provid-
ing help for needy saints, the financial contributions and 
expenditures, and other items of general interest to the 
members. A steady flow of information will keep down 
distrust and friction. The local church is like a team. All 
who are on the team need understanding of objectives, 
procedures, arrangements, and who is expected to do what. 
The “oversight” of the flock (1 Pet. 5:2) requires careful 
and constant communication from the overseers.

Ways In Which Elders May Communicate
1. By personal contact. People can be contacted directly 

about specific assignments and duties. Much of the teach-
ing and admonishing which is done by the elders may be 
through their personal associations with members. There 
are occasions when elders need to go to certain people and 
talk about their spiritual condition. The closer the relation-
ship between the shepherds and the sheep, the easier it is 
to communicate in person.

2. By public announcements. Matters that pertain to 
the whole congregation may be communicated by public 
statements. Announcements that dispatch information from 
the elders to the church may be made in the bulletin, from 
the pulpit in the assemblies, by letter, or by means of a 
bulletin board. Items of grave importance may need to be 
announced in the assemblies by one of the elders. An an-
nouncement may be for the purpose of soliciting input from 
the congregation. How the matter is publicized depends on 
a variety of circumstances.

3. By discussion sessions. There are times when a 
general meeting may be called to present some matter to 
the brethren for open discussion. Whether this is referred 
to as a “business meeting” or is otherwise described, it 
should be orderly and the elders should make sure it does 
not turn into a wrangle. Sessions for talking about the work 
or some particular aspect of the work should be not only 
for information from the elders but for suggestions to the 
elders. Frequent meetings with the deacons are essential 
for good communication between the bishops and the 
deacons. Occasionally, some brother will insist that there 
be a general meeting of all the men to discuss some mat-
ter when such a meeting, in the judgment of the elders, is 
not the best method of communication relative to the case 
at hand. Wise elders know how to “head off’ factionalism 
and efforts to create dissension and strife.

Why There Are Failures In Communication
1. An ego problem. Although it would not be fair to 

say they want to “lord it over the flock,” some elders come 
across as having a bit of conceit. They view themselves as a 

“privileged class.” They do not make the efforts necessary 
to communicate freely with the church. Their attitude is, 
“If anyone wants to know more about this matter, he can 
come to us and ask.” But why should others have to take 
the initiative in finding out what they are entitled to know? 
Elders who have an “elitist attitude” are not the kind of 
men they should be. Elders must be humble. They must 
not be lifted up with pride or a feeling of self-importance 
(1 Tim. 3:6). They do indeed have an exalted privilege as 
overseers of the flock, but they must be “ensamples to the 
flock” (1 Pet. 5:3).

2. Private people. Some men who are chosen to be el-
ders are very private people. In their own affairs they keep 
things to themselves. They never discuss with others their 
finances, their work, their problems, their health, or their 
preferences. In the eldership they tend to keep everything to 
themselves. The result is an isolated or detached eldership. 
Other men who are chosen to be elders are very open. They 
talk about their own lives very freely. It is hard for them 
to keep anything confidential. Obviously, there are some 
things that elders need to keep to themselves. When they 
have been working with people on private problems, family 
situations, or personal matters that bear on their spiritual-
ity, such affairs need to be kept confidential. Competent 
elders know how to hold in confidence things that are in 
fact private. All of this means that elders need the wisdom 
to know when to communicate and when to keep quiet.

3. Neglect. It is this writer’s judgment that in most cases 
poor communication by the elders results from neglect. 
Elders may be good men who make some very good deci-
sions then fail to realize the importance of informing the 
congregation. If the church knows why the elders have 
reached a certain conclusion, they may be in full agreement. 
But if the facts are not laid out, it may be assumed by some 
that the elders have gone off the deep end. After the elders 
have freely discussed a matter among themselves and have 
made a determination, it is easy to forget that others are in 
the dark about this matter until informed. Before closing an 
elders’ meeting, the overseers need to address this question: 
What have we discussed that needs to be communicated to 
the congregation or to some particular individual, and how 
and when will the information be made known? Do not 
adjourn without thought and attention to communication.

Good communication between the shepherds and the 
flock contributes to unity, peace, love, understanding, 
and effectiveness in work. Poor communication keeps 
the church from reaching its full potential. The failure 
to communicate produces mixed signals, loss of interest, 
suspicions, rumors, unrest, and the circulation of misinfor-
mation. Elders must learn to communicate.
2820 Hunterwood Dr., S.E., Decatur, Alabama 35603-5638
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love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him,” because 
the way you make your decisions reflects a greater love 
for the world?

4. What If Each One Of Us Was Made to Preach Our 
Practice of Assembling to Worship God? In light of God’s 
clear command for us “not to forsake the assembling of 
ourselves together” (Heb. 10:25), how will we explain our 
practice of attending only for Sunday morning worship? 
By whose authority would you suggest that others attend 
as you yourself do?

5. To Which Passage Would You Appeal for the Man-
ner in Which You Give to God? Again I wonder would the 
scriptural basis be Malachi 3:8, “Will a man rob God? Yet 
you have robbed Me! But you say, In what way have we 
robbed You? In tithes and offerings.” Or, can we say that 
the basis of our giving is rooted in 1 Corinthians 16:2, “On 
the first day of the week let each one of you lay something 
aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collec-
tions when I come.” And 2 Corinthians 9:7, “So let each 
one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or 
of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” Clearly the 
passages in 1 and 2 Corinthians will not harmonize with 
the verse in Malachi, yet, our actions speak loudly and 
clearly from which passage the lesson would find its basis. 
I’m confident that some of you would have a completely 
different set of questions that you could ask, but, that’s not 
really the point. Paul tells us that, “I discipline my body 
and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should become disqualified” (1 Cor. 9:27). 
The Lord’s message is damaged when the deliverer does 
not practice what the Scriptures teach. For example, you 
remember Jim Bakker, Jimmy Swaggart, and countless 
others who’ve claimed to be men of God, yet they did not 
adhere to God’s will in a wide variety of areas. What would 
be done to the cause of Christ if you were asked to preach 
a lesson next Sunday regarding the manner in which you 
apply Christianity? To the ladies who say, “That’ll never 
happen, I’m not permitted to preach” consider the message 
your actions preach to your Bible class students, your chil-
dren, and your grandchildren. Would you want others to 

Preaching What We Practice

This quote comes from brother Eugene Britnell from a 
recent gospel meeting held in Medina, Ohio. One of the 
local members who attended that evening tells me that 
brother Britnell had a very interesting message turning the 
cliché of “practicing what we preach” to “preaching what 
we practice.” While it certainly is true enough that members 
of the Lord’s body need to preach the faith that they hold 
so dear, I’m made to wonder: Can we truly preach what 
we practice? As is often the case with me, one question 
invariably leads to many more: 

1. Where Would My Message Originate From? Would I 
be able to provide a thus saith the Lord for my every action? 
Paul says, “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus” (Col. 3:17). Many Christians who 
refuse to teach their neighbors and friends by the word, will 
often say that they preach the gospel by or through their 
“example.” The lesson from this passage is that our lives 
must also match the will of the Lord. A godly message is 
therefore free of hypocrisy, profanity, contradiction, and 
ambiguity. 

2. Could I Preach That Every Member Should be as 
Faithful in Serving the Lord as I am? “It is required in 
stewards that one be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2b). Webster 
defines faithful as: (1) steady in allegiance or affection; 
loyal; constant . . .  (2) reliable, trusted . . . (3) adhering 
or true to fact. . . (4) strict or thorough in the performance 
of duty. Does the preceding definition describe you and 
your service to the Lord? Does the standard of service you 
aspire to, match God’s standard? Christians are stewards 
of the most sacred of trusts ever given to man. We’ve been 
entrusted with the very personal gift of eternal life from 
God in Christ Jesus (Rom. 6:23). This fact should inspire 
us to exceptional and extraordinary dedication and service, 
not half-baked or half-hearted efforts!

3. Can I Preach the Way I Make Decisions as the Evi-
dence of Where My Priorities Are? Would the lesson have as 
its text: Matthew 6:33; “But seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
to you,” because you’ve placed God first in your life? Or, 
would your message have as its text 1 John 2:15; “Do not 

Randy Yerby
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teachings of Jesus.
 • To answer Jewish objections to Jesus as the Mes-

siah.
 • To show true religion in contrast to the religion of the 

Jewish leaders.
 • To combat false teachings concerning the nature of 

Jesus. (This is especially true of the book of John.)
 • To announce and explain teachings of Jesus that are 

different from the teachings of Moses.
 • To give a true understanding of the nature of the 

kingdom of God, which is the church.

3. Jesus lived his life on earth while the law of Moses 
was still the law for the Jews. He was “born under the 
Law” (Gal. 4:4). He kept the Sabbath, went to Jerusalem 
for the Jewish feasts, and told the rich young ruler to keep 
the commandments (Luke 18:20). He never disobeyed the 
law of Moses. All of the events which took place before 
the cross of Christ took place during the time when the old 
testament was in effect for the Jews.

4. Jesus was preparing people for the kingdom. He said 
that the kingdom was “at hand.” He gave many parables 
which tell the value and nature of the kingdom. When he 
was on trial he explained to Pilate, the governor, that “My 
kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). 

5. He announced new testament legislation.

 •      He told Nicodemus that one must be “born of water 
and the Spirit” (John 3:5) in order to enter the king-
dom of God. This is new testament legislation even 
though he was speaking before the new testament 
came into effect.

 • He told the Samaritan woman, “An hour is coming 
when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall 
you worship the father” (John 4:21). This is the only 
verse which says that the place where we worship God 
is not bound. We apply it today when we understand 
that we do not have to worship at Jerusalem — or in 

I just received a letter from a Christian who asked about 
the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. It said, “We 
are now receiving teaching that gives us the understanding 
that these books belong to the Old Testament. The church 
where we worship is confused about this issue. Please 
forward me some information to help us better understand 
the gospels.”

It is easy to be confused about these books because they 
are different from any others in the Bible. The books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John give the events and teach-
ing of Jesus while he was on earth. When you study them, 
you should remember these things:

1. They were written during the time of the new testa-
ment. The law of Moses was God’s “first testament,” or 
the “old testament” (Heb. 8:6-13). It ended for all people 
for all time when Jesus died on the cross (Col. 2:14-17). 
The new covenant (testament) began after Jesus went back 
into heaven. He then sent the Holy Spirit on the apostles 
and the new testament church began (Acts 2). The four 
gospels were written after the church began for the benefit 
of people living in the new testament age.

2. The four gospels were written:

 • To produce faith that Jesus is the Son of God (John 
20:30-31).

 • To give an accurate account of the teaching and ac-
tions of Jesus (Luke 1:1-4).

 • To deepen the understanding of Christians concerning 
their faith. The gospels are not simply biographies. 
They were written to help us truly understand the 

follow the lesson you are preaching? Is the message God’s 
or yours? Can you preach what you practice?

520 Milan Ave., Norwalk, Ohio 44857

The Four Gospels:
New Testament or Old Testament?

Paul K. Williams
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an upper room! God is pleased with our worship when 
we worship in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).

 • He gave specific instructions as to what we must do 
when our brother sins (Matt. 18:15-17), speaking 
of telling it to the “church” even before there was a 
church. This is the only place in the New Testament 
where we are specifically told how to deal with this 
problem. It is new testament legislation.

 • He said, “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, 
except for immorality, and marries another woman 
commits adultery” (Matt. 19:9). This was different 
from what Moses said (Deut. 24:1-4). When the dis-
ciples asked Jesus about this he replied, “Because of 
the hardness of your heart, Moses permitted you to 
divorce your wives . . . And I say to you . . .” (Matt. 
19:8-9). What Jesus said about divorce is different 
from what Moses said! What he said is for all people 
now, in the new testament age.

 • Mark says in chapter 7, verse 19, “(Thus He declared 
all foods clean.)” All foods were not clean until Jesus 
died on the cross (Col. 2:14-17), but Jesus announced 
that they were clean before he died. This is all quite 
natural. Jesus was preparing his disciples for the 
kingdom which was just a few years or months away 
when he was speaking. His teaching naturally focused 
on that kingdom.

6. After he was raised from the dead, Jesus gave the 
great commission. In Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; 
and Luke 24:46-47 Jesus gave his last-minute instructions 
to the apostles. The New Testament was not yet in effect, 
but it would be in a few days. In these verses are com-
mands telling them what to do after the Holy Spirit came 
to them, and in them are found the terms of salvation. “He 
who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved.” 
“Repentance and remission of sins should be preached.” 
“Baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.” “Teaching them to observe all things which 
I have commanded you.”

New Testament Books
It is correct, therefore, to say that the books of Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and John are new testament books. They were 
written for people who live under Christ’s new testament. 
But when we study them, we must always remember that 
the events recorded took place in the last years of the old 
testament.

Renew Promptly

P.O. Box 324, Eshowe, 3815 South Africa

Used to Be’s
David A. Beck 

Mom thought I was cute, precious, and her little boy. 
“Everything I did,” she said, “brought the greatest 

joy.”  
What you were won’t last forever is clear to see; 
But my heart was molded by what she thought of me. 
 
I soon became a happy, well-adjusted teen; 
Never a care in the world, or so it then seemed. 
Idealistic, uninhibited and free; 
Oh, for the simple state of what I “used to be.” 
 
That’s when I met Marti and we became best friends. 
We talked of life and love and a world without end; 
Of where we would live, how many children there’d 

be.
I never dreamed there’d be the day of “used to be’s.”

As man and wife striving to please one another;
And be to our kids the best father and mother.
We worked so hard at trying to accomplish these,
It’s now hard to imagine them as “used to be’s.”

It’s hard as you look back after losing your wife
To not see only an empty “used to be” life.
But as a slave to the past you will never see
What you can still do and what you can still be.

The Lord said, “With others your life still can be 
shared.

“There are more children to help and know that you 
care.

“By example teach others to look up and see.
“Life’s more than yesterdays and broken ‘used to 

be’s.”

He said, “I know that you’ve stumbled and lost your 
pace.

“But, like Paul,  sufficient for you will be my grace.
“Three times He begged me to heal the thorn in his 

flesh.
“But through suffering sometimes we can do our 

best.”

“Though you may feel like it, you’re not really alone.
“I am still by your side though your Marti’s gone 

home.
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Why Churches Do Not Have Elders
John N. Evans

The New Testament makes it 
plain that local congregations may 
exist for some time without elders. 
For example, on Paul’s first mission-
ary journey, he established several 
churches in southern Galatia. Time 
passed until he revisited them and 
elders were selected (Acts 14:21-23). 
Thus, we have an example of churches 
existing with divine approval until 
such time as qualified overseers could 
be selected.

It is equally plain, however, that a 
church should never become content 
to be without elders. In Titus 1:5, for 
example, Paul wrote, “For this cause 
left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest 
set in order the things that are want-
ing, and ordain elders in every city, 
as I had appointed thee.” Obviously, 
a congregation that labors without 
qualified elders and deacons is lacking 
to that extent. Business meetings of 
the men are an expedient to help the 
local church function properly, and 
when they are conducted according to 
biblical principles I believe they are 
authorized. They are not, however, 
“just as good as having elders.” If they 
were, God would not have created the 
office of bishop to start with!

God’s plan for the organization 
of the local church consists of el-
ders, deacons, and members, with 
each congre gation functioning as 
an au  tono mous body under Christ’s 
authority. Philippians 1:1 spells this 
out in language plain enough for any 
grade schooler to understand: “Paul 
and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus 

Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus 
which are at Philippi, with the bishops 
and deacons . . .” To put it another 
way, the eldership is a divine provi-
sion for a legitimate need. The church 
is best equipped to do the work that 
God has assigned for it to do when 
it has qualified, serving elders and 
deacons. When a local church does 
not have qualified elders, it is wanting 
to that extent.

Of course, a legitimate desire to 
have bishops should not compel a 
church to appoint unqualified men or 
those who are “close to being quali-
fied.” The Holy Ghost inspired the 
qualifications of Titus 1:6-11 and 1 
Timothy 3:1-7, and in that way makes 
overseers (Acts 20:28). We cannot 
ignore divine revelation in an attempt 
to satisfy personal whim.

Two extremes would be equally 
sinful because they violate God’s 
law to an equal degree: (1) Having 
unqualified men attempt to serve as 
elders, or (2) Refusing to allow men 
to serve who are fully qualified.

Having established that it is God’s 
plan for a church in its maturity to 
have elders, why is it that so many 
congregations do not? Why does 
there seem to be a growing number 
of local congregations, some which 
have been in existence for decades 
and some with a significant number 
of older brethren, who are lacking 
bishops? And, why is the selection of 
elders so often a source of controversy 
within churches of Christ? Instead of 

Having  
             estab-
lished                                            

that it is God’s plan for 
a church in its maturity 
to have elders, why is it 
that so many congrega-
tions do not? Why does 
there seem  
to be a growing number 
of local congregations, 
some which have been  
in existence for decades 
and some with a  
significant number of 
older brethren, who are 
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they do so if they have only a limited 
knowledge of Scripture? Elders are to 
be “apt to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2). How 
can they demonstrate this ability if 
they repeat edly refuse teaching op-
portunities? I understand that not all 
can or should be teachers (Jas. 3:1), 
but many refuse even to try. As the 
Hebrew writer explains, enough time 
had passed when they should have 
developed the knowledge and discern-
ment of teachers, but they were still 
unpracticed in the Word.

I repeat: some congregations lack 
elders because the men have not set 
themselves to the task. In the course of 
each man striving to become spiritu-
ally mature (1 Pet. 2:1-2), some will 
qualify to become bishops. It is not 
an impossible task. If we agree that it 
is God’s desire for a church to have 
elders, then it must be an attainable 
office.

Some churches do not have elders 
because there are members who do 
not want them. I know this sounds 
extraordinary, but I have met men 
and women whose attitudes are totally 
opposed to having bishops. Oh, they 
probably would not admit this, even 
to themselves, but their actions speak 
volumes.

I have known those who had the 
spirit of Diotrephes in 3 John 9. Di-
otrephes wanted to be preeminent, or 
first in importance. Evidently, he was 
the kind of individual who would have 
been unwilling to submit to anyone. 
He was going to be the chief, the head 
honcho, or no one was. His attitude 
was one of imposing his will on oth-
ers, to the point of not even receiving 
gospel preachers.

Sadly, Diotrephes has his modern 
counterparts. Elders oversee a congre-
gation within the boundaries of God’s 
word (1 Pet. 5:2). We willingly sub-
mit to that lawful, loving oversight, 
in accordance with Scripture (Heb. 
13:17). A two-way relationship exists. 
Tragically, Diotrephes and his heirs 
are unwilling to submit to anyone. 

Of course, one with this spirit is not 
qualified to be an elder, but neither is 
he going to follow a qualified elder! 
These are the same individuals who 
will worry, badger, and bully others 
in attempting to have their way. They 
will have their way and their say, or 
no one will!

Others within local congregations 
are simply divisive and factious in na-
ture. They have a gunslinger attitude 
and simply want to stir up trouble. 
They have no real desire to work 
together with the brethren toward 
common goals. The apostle Paul, in 
Ephesians 4:1-3, says that we should 
endeavor “. . . to keep the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace.” The 
argumentative person would rather 
have a fist fight than unity based on 
truth. The more the pot boils, and the 
more tempers flare, the more he seems 
to enjoy it.

In Matthew 5:8 Jesus says, “Blessed 
are the pure in heart: for they shall see 
God.” That statement describes dis-
ciples who have a pure desire to serve 
God and lead others to the gospel. 
Factious people operate from impure 
motives. Controversy is what they 
want. Woe is the man who is being 
considered for the office of bishop 
because he is sure to suffer from their 
severest criticism!

A congregation that tolerates such 
spiritual bullying will find it difficult 
to ever appoint overseers.

Some churches do not have el-
ders because of bad experiences. 
Sometimes a local church will allow 
negative episodes with elders in the 
past to dictate their future. As the old 
saw goes, they throw the baby out 
with the bath water. Perhaps previous 
elders acted in a dictatorial, arbitrary 
fashion. Or maybe an unqualified 
man tried to serve as elder. For what-
ever reason, the members survived 
an unpleasant experience and, in 
their desire never to repeat the same 
mistake, they are reluctant to search 
out qualified men. After all, if I go 

strengthening the church, the selection 
process sometimes divides it!

First, allow me to say that there 
are several scriptural reasons why 
a church may not have overseers. 
A newly formed congregation, for 
example, may not have had time to 
search out the qualified men among 
them. Or, an established congregation 
may have suffered the passing of its 
elders and no other qualified men are 
members. Or, qualified men may have 
become unqualified by yielding their 
lives to Satan. Or, men may be serving 
as elders and one or more decide to 
step down for personal reasons. Or, a 
church, regardless of its size and age, 
may truly have no qualified men, even 
though it seems that they should. All 
of these are biblical reasons for a con-
gregation not to be fully organized.

Sadly, experience tells me that there 
are also a number of un scriptural 
reasons for a church to be without 
bishops, and these are the ones that 
demand scrutiny.

Some churches do not have elders 
because the men remain spiritually 
immature. The elders’ qualifications 
describe men of wisdom, maturity, 
and judgment. In some churches men 
have not grown in these capacities as 
they ought. Of course, a man can be a 
Christian without being an elder, and 
not all are suited by qualification or 
temperament to the office of bishop. 
Still, if the men of a local congrega-
tion remain babes in Christ through 
lack of effort, the church may never 
have elders.

In Hebrews 5:12 the inspired writer 
chastises the saints for their stunted 
growth: “For when for the time ye 
ought to be teachers, ye have need that 
one teach you again which be the first 
principles of the oracles of God; and 
are become such as have need of milk, 
and not of strong meat.” Of course, 
this admonition is to all saints, but it 
certainly applies to our discussion of 
elders. Bishops must be able to con-
vict the gainsayer (Tit. 1:9). How can 
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to one dentist and experience excruciating pain when he 
fills a tooth, I may develop a bad attitude towards dentists 
in general! This is a natural human reaction, but we must 
guard against it. The best way to overcome this problem 
is to remember that it is God’s desire for a church to have 
qualified, serving elders and deacons. If previous elders 
acted incorrectly or were unqualified, God’s plan was not 
at fault — the men were! Let us learn from our mistakes 
and press on.

Some churches do not have elders because members 
have interpreted the qualifica tions in an overly strict man-
ner. Or, to put it another way, no man ever measures up to 
their standards of qualifications. As the old saying goes, 
we use the qualifications to disqualify a man instead of to 
qualify him.

I am not urging saints to soften 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 
1. We cannot choose to ignore any of the qualifications. 
Nor would I suggest that we just identify those men who 
come closest to meeting the qualifications. Either of these 
approaches would be sinful. I also understand that careful, 
conservative students of the Bible have disagreed over 
the years concerning the exact meaning of several of the 
qualifications.

The point is, we should not imagine that elders will be 
perfect men, for we shall all fail. As I once heard brother 
Elmer Moore preach in a lesson, “Do you know where 
we will find perfect elders? In a congregation of perfect 
members!”

For example, sometimes members misunderstand the 
term “blameless,” as it is used in 1 Timothy 3:2. They imag-
ine that it means the man has always shown impeccable 
judgment and has always made wise decisions. Of course, 
we know that we have not always done so, but we think 
that elders must be above the limitations of all men. In one 
discussion about selecting elders, a member brought up an 
incident years before in which the man had exercised less 
than perfect judgment. The incident was relatively trivial, 
but, in this member’s mind, it forever disqualified the man 
from being an elder! Who can survive such scrutiny?

Let me tell you about a man I know. Sometimes he talked 
when he should have listened. Occasionally he was impetu-
ous in his actions. One time I know he acted in a racially 
prejudiced manner. Why, earlier in life he even denied the 
Lord three times! Do you think such an individual could 
ever become an elder? He was, you know — 1 Peter 5:1 
says so! Tragically, I fear that some of my brethren would 
reject Peter out of hand.

Others look at “apt to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2) and imagine 
that it means an elder must be an accomplished public 
orator. Certainly an elder must be of a disposition that 

makes him ready, able, and willing to teach. Also, it would 
be a bonus if he were a polished public speaker. It is not 
a requirement, however, that he rival William Jennings 
Bryan in ability.

Elders will have all the biblical qualifications, but they 
will not be faultless. Like the rest of us, they will have room 
to grow. Beware the member who interprets the qualifica-
tions in such a way that no man ever measures up.

Sometimes churches do not have elders because the 
church has become accustomed to being without them. 
Frankly, I believe this happens fairly often. For whatever 
reason, a church is without elders for an extended period 
of time. Sadly, the longer the time, the less likely it seems 
that elders will be appointed. The men get used to business 
meetings. All the members become accustomed to the rou-
tine and neglect God’s plan of organization in their thinking. 
Maybe the preacher does not preach on the subject very 
often. Lip service is paid to the idea of needing bishops, 
but no real effort is made in that direction. We become too 
comfortable with an arrangement that should be temporary. 
Sound familiar? I fear this scenario is repeated in far too 
many locations!

I have described five unscriptural reasons why churches 
do not have elders, but I am certain you could add others 
to the list. May I suggest that, often, several of these hin-
drances are active at once.

Imagine a church that has been without elders for a 
number of months or years. The congregation seems to be 
functioning fairly smoothly, and the brothers and sisters 
are comfortable with the situation. One or two of the men 
sort of like having their say anyway. In fact, they insist on 
it — even if it means bullying the others. Once, two years 
back, the church tried to select men, but Diotrephes and 
his brother insisted that no one was qualified. There were 
several men who could have worked toward that goal, but 
they allowed themselves to be intimidated and stopped 
trying. Besides, as some members recalled, they had an 
elder back in 1970 who strutted around like a little gen-
eral. The congregation languishes, consoling themselves 
that they are doing the best that they can under difficult 
circumstances.

Friends, I fear that there is a growing trend for more 
churches of Christ to be without elders for longer periods 
of time. I pray that conscientious brethren will remember 
God’s plan for the organization of the local congregation 
and labor to be faithful to that pattern. I ask God that 
faithful men will rise to the task and that churches will 
recognize their courage. May we have such strength and 
conviction!

8511 Thompson Rd., Highlands, Texas 77562
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Soured Souls and Stolen Hearts

Soured souls are embittered, angry, and frustrated. 
The truth lashes their minds. Their conscience is smitten. 
Unwilling to lay aside their selfish, stubborn pride, they 
attempt to disguise and hide their poisoned hearts. With 
every passing day, they descend deeper and deeper into 
their vat of vile thinking. Slowly, they wrap and imprison 
themselves in the cocoon of the bond of iniquity. 

Feigned faith and hypocrit ical humility is the mask they 
wear to snare the innocent and entangle them in their web 
of deceit and malice. To some degree, perhaps, this is the 
story of Absalom. He “stole the hearts of the men of Israel” 
(2 Sam. 15:6). Ultimate ly, many were led astray. “Then 
two hundred men went with Absalom from Jerusalem who 
were invited and went innocently, and they did not know 
anything” (2 Sam. 15:11).

Here is how Absalom succeeded:

1. He expressed his sympathy for them (2 Sam. 15:4). 
Absalom told the people that he felt sorry for them. We all 
like to be pitied. We like those who show concern for our 
needs. Absalom played on this.

2. While lamenting their predicament, he told the people 
that he could not help them (2 Sam. 15:4). In effect, he said, 
“I really wish I could help you, but my hands are tied. Of 
course, if things were different, if I were king, if you were 
following me rather than my father, David, then I could help 
you. But as things stand now, there is nothing I can do.”

3. He made the people believe he was seeking their 
best interest (2 Sam. 15:4). This made the people want to 
take up Absalom’s cause. They had been snared by empty 
promis es. There was no word from God. There was no 
divine authority for Absalom’s actions. It was all done by 
playing on emotions with enticing words. Absalom was 

only interested in Absalom. He was not concerned about the 
plight of the people. He made them think he was in order 
to win their favor. This is the way “evil men and seducers” 
work. They will make you believe they are helping you. 
In reality, they are merely using you to obtain their goals 
of self promotion.  

4. He made the people feel important (2 Sam. 15:11). Ab-
salom “invited” them. Imagine the honor of being “invited” 
by the king’s son! He courted and wooed them with “good 
words and fair speeches.” “His speech was smooth er than 
butter, but his heart was war; His words were softer than oil, 
yet they were drawn swords” (Ps. 55:21). “For such men 
are slaves, not of our Lord Jesus Christ but of their own 
appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they 
deceive the hearts of the unsuspect ing” (Rom. 16:18). 

Absalom’s innocent dupes were led as lambs to the 
slaughter. Chaos and corruption, rebellion and division 
resulted. They had been deceived by a clever, shrewd 
politician. Such conniving men still work among churches 
today. “These are grumblers, finding fault, following after 
their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people 
for the sake of gaining an advantage” (Jude 16). Beware 
of their snare!

Larry Ray Hafley

Absalom’s innocent dupes were led as lambs to the slaughter. Chaos 
and corruption, rebellion and division resulted.

4626 Osage, Baytown, Texas 77521 LarryHafley@com-
puserve.com

Church History
by Aude McKee

14 lessons — $3.25
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Lessons From Peter and Mary

Peter’s apostleship, disposition, and out-spoken manner 
has offered many good lessons for us today; but, we shall 
notice only one of them in this short article. Mary was one 
the who poured the precious ointment on Jesus’ head and 
this story offers us some thought provokers, some of which 
we shall notice.

Peter
Matthew 26:58 reads, “But Peter followed him afar off 

unto the high priest’s palace, and went in, and sat with the 
servants, to see the end.”

Jesus had been in the Garden praying, with Peter, James, 
and John nearby asleep. Somewhere near midnight, those 
commissioned to do so came to arrest Jesus and this caused 
some commotion to the extent that all his disciples left 
him and fled. From this point on through his trials many 
observers were present: sight-seers, busybodies, those who 
hated Jesus, and those who were just curious.

When Jesus was arrested to be taken to the palace of the 
high priest, our text says, “Peter followed him afar off.” 
At this point Peter is seen as a distant disciple, one who 
would not follow close enough to be recognized as one of 
his disciples.

What caused Peter to be a distant disciple? I offer three 
things that, it seems to me, led to his condition:

First, he did not plan it that way. In fact he appears rather 
determined a little earlier, when he said, “Though I die with 
thee, yet will I not deny thee” (v. 35). So, Peter did not plan 
to be a distant disciple.

Second, he disobeyed the Lord. Jesus had said, “watch 
and pray” (v. 41). Peter apparently did neither.

Third, he obviously feared persecution.

Now, that we have looked at the causes of his being 
a distant disciple, let us take note of some of the conse-
quences of his condition: It killed his enthusiasm to serve 
the Lord. It put him in a hostile crowd among the enemies 
of Jesus. Since he “sat with the servants to see the end,” 
we can say he had lost his faith. Last, but not least, he lost 
his courage and denied the Lord. Yes sir, some terrible 
consequences!

A little later, according to Luke 22:61, 62, after Peter had 
denied the Lord and Jesus simply turned and looked upon 
Peter, we are told that the look of Jesus broke his heart.

Dear reader, do you see any lessons in this for us today? 
If not, go back and re-read the causes for his being a distant 
disciple, and the consequences of such condition. The les-
sons are there! Will we get them?

Mary
Mark 14:8 contains the statement about which we are 

concerned at this time, “She hath done what she could.” In 
this statement, Jesus is defending Mary’s actions against 
the critics present. Read the entire story in Mark 14:3-9. 
Jesus is in the home of Simon the leper, having a common 
meal. Mary came in and poured the precious ointment on 
the head of the Savior. Some showed indignation and called 
such act a waste. But Jesus defended Mary by saying, “She 
hath done what she could.”

There are at least five different and important lessons 
which we may learn from this story. Without taking the 
time for details or exhaustive consideration, let us men-
tion them:

1. God does not expect the impossible, only that we 

Have you done what you can? Are you using those opportunities  
that are there? Are you willing to run the risk of criticism in  

order to serve the Lord? 

Olen Holderby
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do what we can. She was not like the one-talent man of 
Matthew 25.

2. True greatness is not determined by man, rather by the 
Lord. Some present thought Mary did wrong, but Jesus de-
fended her, showing his approval of what she had done.

3. The true spirit of greatness is to be found in serving 
the Lord, by doing what we can for his honor and cause.

4. Small talents used are more important than great 
talents abused. Mary seemingly had little talent, but there 
was no hesitation is using it. Little things often count more 
than the things we consider great and mighty.

Science Falsely So Called

As Paul gave instruction to Timothy, a young gospel 
preacher, he said, “O Timothy, keep that which is com-
mitted to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, 
and oppositions of science falsely so called” (1 Tim. 6:20). 
There are some things claimed to be true science when in 
realty it is nothing more than false knowledge. Let’s take 
a look:

1. Cats: The 1997 June issue of National Geographic 
carried an article on, “Nature’s Masterwork: Cats.” The ar-
ticle contains some false science. It stated, “Cats originated 
in the Old World and didn’t arrive in North America until 
about 18 million years ago . . .  the domestic cat came late 
in the evolutionary cycle . . . the cat is one animal nature 
pretty much got right the first time around. Let’s see how 
a cat works. Just what has 34 million years’ worth of evo-
lutionary refinement produced? Front limbs are flexible, 
agile, retractable claws, a keen sense of sight, night vision; 
Cats are carnivores. They live on meat.”

2. A Cat Is A Cat, A Cat, A Cat: National Geographic got 
it all wrong. There is no scientific evidence that cats went 
through a evolutionary cycle. Have you seen any change 

in cats in your life time? If cats came through evolution, 
looks like they would still be changing?

3. The Bible Record: Genesis records, “And God said, 
Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature 
that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the 
open firmament of heaven. And God created great whales, 
and every living creature that moveth, which the waters 
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged 
fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good . . .  And 
God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after 
his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth 
after his kind: and it was so. And God made the beast of the 
earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every 
things that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God 
saw that it was good” (Gen. 20-25). Did you read anything 
in this passage about animals going through a evolutionary 
cycle? The first cats were created full grown by the God of 
heaven and there have been cats ever since with flexible 
limbs, agile, retractable claws, a keen sense of smell with 
night vision and eat meat!

5. Opportunities to serve the risen Christ will someday 
end. Mary served while the opportunity was present, as 
we all ought to do

Have you done what you can? Are you using those op-
portunities that are there? Are you willing to run the risk 
of criticism in order to serve the Lord? Great lessons are 
found in this story also. Will we get them?  

1515 Walnut St., Alameda, CA 94501

  

Johnie Edwards

4121 Woodyard Rd., Bloomington, Indiana 47404



 Truth Magazine — September 2, 1999(526)

   

Recently, I received a very cordial letter from a young 
man in White Bluff concerning some of the practices of 
the Pleasant View church of Christ, the congregation with 
whom I work. I thought it would be interesting for us to 
consider what this young man asked. Though the young 
man was upright and honest enough to give me his name, 
and ought to be commended for such behavior, I will not 
mention his name in this article for it has no bearing on the 
answer given. (Both letters have been edited for space.)

His letter to me:
“. . . It has been rumored by several neighboring con-

gregations that you do not believe in having kitchens in 
the building. I am in no way condemning you. I am not 
trying to spread rumors either. I just wanted to know if this 
is true and if so why do you believe this? Please reply with 
a response. Thank you for your time.”

My response:
Thank you so much for taking the time to write and ask 

your questions. We really appreciate that. . . . 

From your letter, you said that you had heard some 
rumors about the church at Pleasant View from “neighbor-
ing congregations.” Please tell me, which congregations? 
I just wondered why they felt the need to tell people what 
we do and do not do. They are not like you, for you took 
time to write and ask about our practices. This is to be 
commended.

Now, to your questions. You asked, whether or not we 
“believe in having kitchens in the church building.” You 

further asked, “Why do you believe this?” These are both 
very good questions, and I will try to give you an answer 
from the Bible. First of all, let me begin by saying that it 
does not matter what “I believe” on any subject, but what 
matters is “what saith the Scripture?” (Rom. 4:3). There-
fore, we need to start with the Scripture, and then base 
our lives around what God says (Col. 3:17). We are not 
to practice things we like, and then turn around and try to 
find authority for it “after the fact”! I’m sure you realize 
this, or you wouldn’t have written.

In order to answer your questions, let us ask ourselves, 
what is the nature of the church? Is it a spiritual entity, or 
physical? I believe we both would say that the church is a 
spiritual institution. Christ said, “I will build my church and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). 
The church is described as the bride of Christ (John 3:29-30; 
Rev. 22:17). In Romans 14:17, we read, “For the kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink: but righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost.” This passage makes clear that 
the function of the Lord’s church is not found in physi-
cal things, but in spiritual matters. Romans 14:17 makes 
a progressive statement. Here, we see that the kingdom 
of God is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. When one strives for righteousness (God’s word, 
Ps. 119:172; Rom. 1:16-17), he will find peace with God, 
and then joy results from this peace. Notice again the fact 
that the peace and joy come not through worldly appeals, 
but through the spiritual appeal of Scripture! Therefore, the 
nature of a thing will determine its function! The nature 
of the church is spiritual, therefore its function is spiritual 
as well. In like manner, something with a physical nature 

A Response to a Question About  
Kitchens in the Building

Jarrod Jacobs 

In the first century we find where the Apostles and early  
preachers placed the emphasis upon spiritual truths, upon  

spiritual needs, not on physical things.
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will have a physical function (example: a block-laying 
company, etc.).

What purpose does a kitchen serve? Does it serve a 
physical or spiritual need? If it serves a spiritual need, every 
congregation of God’s people needs to have one! If physi-
cal, it has no place in the spiritual function of the church. 
In the first century we find where the Apostles and early 
preachers placed the emphasis upon spiritual truths, upon 
spiritual needs, not on physical things. Their objective was 
to preach the gospel (Rom. 1:16). Their goal was to bring 
lost souls to Christ (2 Cor. 5:20). Their mission was to 
“preach the word. . .” (2 Tim. 4:2). They also commended 
local congregations who did those very things (Rom. 1:8; 
16:19, 26; 1 Thess. 1:6-8). Knowing that we may only 
“speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11), where do we 
find Jesus, Peter, Paul, James, or any other inspired man 
telling a local congregation that they need kitchens, or 
similar things in order to carry out the work God wanted 
them to do? Consider also the fact that if someone shows 
we can do the Lord’s work without the kitchen, then why 
have it at all? I enjoy eating as much as anyone, but we need 
to remember what the nature and function of the church 
is. Paul said, “if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that 
ye come not together unto condemnation” (1 Cor. 11:34). 
If each local congregation adhered to this command, there 
would not be a problem concerning kitchens and the like.

Perhaps some might say to you that they see nothing 
wrong with a kitchen. Maybe some will say, “Look at 
all the good it does.” Others may argue that we are “too 
picky,” etc. But, when people do this, have they answered 
the argument? When people make comments about the 
brethren at Pleasant View, or when they spread rumors 
such as the ones you heard, does that change the nature 
of the church from spiritual to physical? Again, it is not 
what “I believe,” nor what the “brethren believe.” We are 
striving to do and to act only as the Bible says. I know you 
can appreciate this.

Please come and visit us any time! . . . In closing, let me 
commend your good attitude again. Thank you for writing 
and asking your questions. Thank you for having the cour-
age to sign your name as well! To honorable people like 
you, this may seem to be nothing, but many refuse to sign 
their name for fear of any real contact. I appreciate what you 
have done, and hope to meet you at some future time.

Sincerely,
Jarrod Jacobs

2155 Sunset Dr. White Bluff, TN 37187
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The Spirit’s Intercession
Dennis C. Abernathy

The most common interpretation 
of the verses we are considering is 
the following: “When a Christian 
cannot express his prayer in words, 
the Holy Spirit takes his groanings 
and intercedes for him before God 
who does understand and know what 
the mind of the Spirit is.” I believe 
there is another interpretation which 
makes more sense, at least, to me, and 
so I shall precede to try and point it 
out to you.

Let me begin by saying that the 
work or mission of the Holy Spirit was 
revelation! He was to make known 
God’s mind to man (see 1 Cor. 2:7-16; 
1 Pet. 1:10-12; 2 Pet. 1:21).

Thus, the Holy Spirit gave us 
God’s mind unmixed with error and 
we can be assured that the Bible is 
the Word of Truth and that it is all of 
the Truth. (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13). 
The reason we can have this assurance 
is because the Holy Spirit confirmed 
the truth as a divine revelation. Had 
God’s revelation not been confirmed it 
would have been impossible to distin-
guish between the genuine rev e lation 
and counterfeit ones. Thus, miracles 
to confirm the Word were the means 
of furnishing supernatural evidence of 
a supernatural revelation. Hence, the 
Holy Spirit’s confirmation of the Word 
by miracles assures us of the integrity 
of the Bible and validates its claim to 
be from God.

What a wonderful thought this is. 
The Holy Spirit’s mission and work 

“Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do 
not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which can-
not be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what 
the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for 
the saints according to the will of God” (Rom. 8:26-2 7).

There are various meanings given by godly and learned men to these verses. Is the Spirit the Holy Spirit or the 
human spirit? What is the meaning 
of “makes intercession,” and whose 
“groanings which cannot be uttered” 
are under consideration here — man’s 
or the Spirit’s? Do we know how to 
pray and for what we should pray? If 
we do, how do we come to know it? 
If we do not, why don’t we?

The things I shall say are uttered 
with fear and trembling, knowing that 
men of greater knowledge than myself 
understand these verses dif ferent ly. 
I certainly do not fear disa greement 
nor criticism, but my prayer is that 
we always understand that we are 
brethren in the Lord who are studying 
and seeking truth.

I do believe in prayer. I do believe 
that God answers prayer. If the Holy 
Spirit plays a part in our prayers that 
I do not fully understand — if he 
renders help to us that I do not fully 
see — then I, standing in need of all of 
the help I can get, readily accept such. 
I want to always be open to study and 
I surely want to be open to assistance 
that is afforded to me from God.

My thoughts on this matter flow 
from my overall understanding of 
the work of the Holy Spirit, that be-

ing, revealing the mind of God to 
man. I hope you will be moved to 
further study of this matter and your 
comments and thoughts are solicited. 
These are difficult verses in a dif-
ficult context and I certainly am not 
dogmatic in rejecting another view as 
long as it does not violate clear and 
scriptural principles.

I do believe that we err when we 
do not interpret passages dealing with 
the Holy Spirit in their proper time set-
ting. When we take passages with an 
application relating to the age of spiri-
tual gifts when the revelation of God 
was being given (orally in the man), 
and give them the same application 
today when God’s complete revelation 
has been given and is now in the book, 
we arrive at erroneous conclusions. 
Thus, understand Holy Spirit passages 
as one would understand them who 
possessed and witnessed spiritual gifts 
that made possible the revelation of 
God’s final and complete revelation, 
and do not strain and interpret them 
to fit today when we neither possess 
nor witness spiritual gifts, because 
God’s final and complete revelation 
is here.
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was to reveal to man God’s wisdom 
and plan in his great work of human 
redemption. How else would we know 
God’s mystery (see Eph.3:1-7)?

The Bible teaches that it is the work 
of the Holy Spirit to reveal the mind 
of God to man, through selected men, 
and confirm the revelation as being 
genuine. If Romans 8:26-27 means 
that the Spirit takes the groanings of 
the Christian and makes them known, 
or reveals the mind of man to God 
would this not be a direct reversal 
of the general work of the Spirit in 
revealing the mind of God to man? I 
can understand why it was necessary 
for the Spirit to reveal the mind of God 
to man, but I have difficulty in under-
standing why God needs the Spirit 
to reveal man’s mind or interpret his 
needs to God. This is especially true 
since there is no creature hidden from 
his sight “but all things are naked and 
open to the eyes of Him to whom we 
must give account” (Heb.4:13). All is 
bare and uncovered before God’s pen-
etrating eyes. He is aware of every act 
and every thought and can judge the 
very secrets of men. I realize all too 
well that because I may have difficulty 
understanding a matter does not prove 
a thing one way or the other.

Was this work attributed to the 
Holy Spirit in behalf of Christians also 
available to the Israelites while they 
were in Egyptian bondage? In other 
words, did the Spirit work in this way 
in the Old Testament also? I know of 
no indication of such. Perhaps there 
is, but it has escaped my attention. 
Exodus 2:23 says: “The Israelites 
groaned in their slavery, and cried out, 
and their cry for help because of their 
slavery went up to God. God heard 
their groaning and He remembered his 
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac 
and with Jacob. So God looked on the 
Israelites and was concerned about 
them.” Chapter 3:7, says: “. . . I have 
indeed seen the misery of my people 
in Egypt. I have heard them crying 
out because of their slave drivers, and 
I am concerned about their suffering. 
The word “groanings” in verse 26 is 
the word used with reference to the 

Israelites in Egyptian bondage. They 
groaned, cried to God, God heard 
them, he understood them, and was 
thus concerned about them! Also, 
were the prayers of Cornelius under-
stood by God (Acts 10:4, 31)?

The following quotations will set 
forth the common view with regard to 
the Spirit’s work in Romans 8:26-27. 
Read them carefully.

Paul said: “Likewise the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmities.” “The idea is, 
he gets, as it were, his shoulder under 
them, and bears them. He carries them 
with us, in us, and for us, strengthen-
ing and enabling us for the burden. We 
know not what we should pray for as 
we ought; but the Holy Spirit knows. 
It knows perfectly both what we need 
and how to pray for it. It therefore 
becomes, in some measure, a remedy 
for our weakness. The mode in which 
the Spirit intercedes is by prayer; 
and the mode in which it prays is in 
groanings which cannot be framed 
into human speech, for the reason, it 
may be, that they embody wants for 
which human speech has no names. 
They are the deep real wants of hu-
man nature. The groanings which give 
inarticulate expression to these wants 
are not the Spirit’s groanings. They 
are our groanings. But the Spirit, if 
it does not cause them, which it may, 
so forms and directs them as to make 
them express our true wants and in 
strict harmony with the Father’s will. 
For otherwise, I can see no advantage 
they would have over our common 
prayers. Is not this passage proof that 
the Holy Spirit does something for 
us beyond the aid which he gives us 
in his Word? This intercession and 
help which the Spirit gives us is not 
through the Word but apart from the 
Word. This does not mean that the 
Holy Spirit has a will for us which is 
not revealed in the Word, but it does 
mean that in this he does a work on our 
behalf which he does not do through 
the written Word. He does this work in 
heaven for us who are on this earth.” 
These quotes are taken from The Holy 
Spirit And The Christian by James D. 

Bales, 101-103.

These quotes are typical, especially 
with brethren who believe in the per-
sonal, literal, in dwelling of the Spirit 
in the Christian. The men quoted by 
Bales, and James Bales himself, are 
very knowledgeable men and I cer-
tainly do not come up to their level 
of scholarship, but I must respectfully 
disagree with their conclusions. From 
their statements one would have to 
conclude that the Holy Spirit: (1) 
Strengthens and enables us for our 
burdens, (2) Helps us overcome sin, 
(3) Becomes a remedy for our weak-
nesses, (4) We don’t know what we 
should pray for but the Holy Spirit 
does, and so he takes our groanings 
(which are uttered in our common 
prayers) and makes them express our 
true wants, thus changing them so 
that they are in strict harmony with 
God’s will, (5) The Spirit does the 
afore mentioned things apart from the 
Word of God. (6) Thus, he takes our 
common prayers and transforms them 
into uncommon or prayers in harmony 
with God’s will.

If the above is true, where does 
this place our common (?) prayers? A 
good definition of prayer is “Express-
ing our deepest desires and yearnings 
of the heart to God.” Are we able to do 
this when we pray? How do we know 
how to pray? Are we not instructed 
by the Word of God? Aren’t we thor-
oughly furnished unto every good 
work and made perfect or complete 
through the Scriptures? If what some 
are saying is true, then, apparently, the 
Word of God is insufficient, at least in 
the area of prayer.

What connection then, does the 
Holy Spirit have with prayer? In the 
apostolic age, there was inspired 
prayer. “For if I pray in a tongue, my 
spirit prays, but my understanding is 
unfruitful” (1 Cor. 14.14). We know 
that “tongues” was one of the spiritual 
gifts (1 Cor. 12:1, 10). If one spoke in 
a tongue, it was by direct revelation. If 
one sang in a tongue, it was by direct 
revelation (v. 15). If one prayed in a 
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tongue it was by direct revelation. Therefore, a prayer in 
a tongue was an inspired prayer!

“. . . they told you that there would be mockers in the 
last time who would walk according to their own ungodly 
lusts. These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not 
having the Spirit. But you, beloved, building yourselves 
up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit” 
(Jude 18-20).

Ephesians 6:18, speaks of “praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit . . .” It seems reason-
able to conclude then, that praying in the Holy Spirit” 
was “praying by inspiration of the Spirit.” Thayer says, 
regarding the prepositional phrase, “in Spirit” “to be in 
the power of, be actuated by, inspired by, the Holy Spirit; 
Rom. 8:9 (Greek-English Lexicon of The N.T. 211; see also 
Rev. 1:10;  4:2).

In the apostolic age there was (1) inspired preaching 
(1 Cor. 14), (2) inspired singing (l Cor. 14), (3) inspired 
prayer (Jude 19-20; Eph. 6:18; 1 Cor. 14). But, we do not 
live in the apostolic age. Is there inspired preaching to-
day? No! We preach what has been revealed by the Spirit 
to inspired men contained in the written Word of God. Is 
there inspired singing today? No! God’s record is complete 
and we teach and admonish one another with regard to it, 
when we sing (Col. 3:16). Is there inspired prayer today? 
No! We understand how to pray through the teaching of 
the written record and we have prayers recorded to guide 
us. I can understand why they needed the miraculous aid 
of the Spirit in the area of preaching, singing, and pray-
ing while the Word of God was being given. But I have 
difficulty in understanding why we today do not need the 
Spirit’s help, apart from the Word in our preaching and in 
our singing, but we do need the Spirit’s help when we pray. 
Why just prayer?

It appears to me that when we argue that the Spirit does 
things for the Christian beyond the aid he gives in his Word, 
i.e., he does a work on our behalf which he does not do 
through the written Word and then we, at the same time 
argue, that the Spirit does not aid or do a work on behalf of 
the alien sinner, except through the written word, we show 
our inconsistency and face a dilemma from which we can 
never extricate ourselves.

For example, the alien sinner seeks God but knows not 
how he ought to seek him, but the Spirit knows his inten-
tions and helps him to the Word and to obedience. Thus, the 
Spirit is working apart from means. At the same time the 
Christian seeks God in prayer, but knows not how, but the 
Spirit knows his intentions and helps him to pray, turning 
his common, unacceptable prayers into acceptable prayers 
according to God’s will. Again, the Spirit is working apart 
from means. It seems inconsistent, to me, at least, to say 

that the Christian who has infirmities and needs help has the 
Spirit in the Word and in addition to the Word, but the alien 
sinner has the Spirit working and aiding and helping him 
only through the Word. Thus, the Christian has infirmities 
and needs extra divine help and power through the aid of 
the Spirit, but that to the alien sinner, the Spirit working 
through the Word is sufficient.

J.B. Moody stated the following in his debate with 
brother J.A. Harding: “I believe that man is so depraved 
that he cannot render acceptable obedience to the Gospel 
unless aided by the divine power of the Spirit in addition to 
the Word” (The Nashville Debate 415). Is it also true that 
the Christian cannot render acceptable worship (prayer) 
unless aided by the divine power of the Spirit in addition 
to the Word?

Is the inspired Word of God insufficient to teach us to 
pray understandable and acceptable prayers? Is it sufficient 
to teach us, but we are unable to understand its teaching? 
If it is sufficient to teach and instruct us and if we can 
understand its instructions, but we are still unable to pray 
as we ought, and the Spirit must take over and turn our 
insufficient prayers into sufficient prayers, thus interpreting 
them for God, is this not a direct working?

The Holy Spirit worked miraculously in giving and 
confirming the Word of God, but today the Holy Spirit does 
not work miraculously, but through the Word of God. Thus, 
when we study the work of the Holy Spirit, communica-
tion is at the center. Any position that has the Spirit, today, 
operating above and beyond the written Word casts doubt 
upon the inspiration of the Scriptures as the all-sufficient 
guide for sinner and saint.

It is important for us to look at the term “intercession. 
“ The verb signifies “to fall in with a person; to go to or 
meet a person, esp. for the purpose of conversation, or 
supplication; hence, to pray or entreat” (Thayer). “It means 
properly to be present with anyone for the purpose of aiding 
. . . ; hence, to intercede for anyone, or to aid or assist in any 
manner” (Barnes Notes, Romans). I believe intercession 
in some passages simply means, to intervene, interfere, to 
aid or assist, thus in Romans 8:26, it is not the Spirit that 
pleads in our behalf, but that he throws himself into our 
case, takes part in it, for the purpose of conversation, thus 
aiding and assisting the saints in accordance with God’s 
will. In inspired prayer didn’t the Spirit fall in with the 
person, thus intervening, aiding and assisting him?

James Macknight gives this as a possible explanation. 
He said: “Perhaps the apostle meant that the Spirit helped 
their infirmity by inspiring them with a proper prayer” 
(Macknight On The Epistles 99). I conclude, therefore, that 
the term intercession is not always used in the same way. 
Most understand that Christ is our Intercessor in a unique 
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way (1 John 2:1; Heb. 7.25). The Holy Spirit and Christ do 
not sustain the same office. James Macknight, again says: 
“Besides, nowhere in scripture is the Holy Spirit said ‘to 
intercede for men’ in the proper sense of intercession, which 
is the merit of the intercessor pleaded in behalf of another. 
In the proper sense there is but one intercessor with God, 
the man Christ Jesus” (99).

In John16:13-15, we read: “However, when He, the 
Spirit of truth has come, He will guide you into all truth; 
for He will not speak on His own authority, but what ever 
He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 
He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and 
declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. 
Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it 
to you.”

I want to emphasize: “He will take of what is Mine and 
declare it to you.” This high lights the work of the Spirit — 
revealing the Lord’s will to mankind! Where is the passage 
which teaches that “the Spirit will take of what is man’s 
(his insufficient prayers) and declare them to God (interpret 
them or make them sufficient)? But, on the other hand, if 
the Holy Spirit’s intercession in this context is inspiring 
the prayer, then, the Spirit was making known the mind of 
God to man. We must study the Holy Spirit passages in the 
context of the setting in which they were written.

The idea that the Spirit is literally in man and doing 
things for man that are not accomplished by the Word of 
Truth, be he alien sinner or saint, is an untenable position 
and cannot be sustained. To hold to the theory of an im-
mediate indwelling of the Spirit without the Spirit having 
an immediate influence is to hold to an insignificant theory, 
unworthy of argument. I submit to you the following quota-
tion for your consideration:

It is further maintained, that whatever God does in the 

tions of God, of Christ, of the Holy Spirit and His work, 
as they exist in most minds, even with all the advantages 
of revelation, are painfully crude and inadequate. The 
source of all clear truth on these questions, is undoubtedly, 
the Word of God. What  ever may be said about the idea of 
a Creator and Moral Governor, it is certain that, without 
revelation, we should not know that there is any Christ or 
Holy Spirit, This knowledge comes to us, confessedly, from 
without — through the revelation that God has given us. 
However real these personalities, we know them not by 
sense, nor by direct cognition, but by holy Scripture. The 
facts regarding them are facts of faith, or they are mere 
delusions . . . Whatever present, personal agency (of the 
Holy Spirit — call it providential, suggestive, or whatever 
name may be thought most appropriate — can be held in 
consistency with the view that divine influence, whether 
in converting sinners or comforting saints, is not by naked 
impact, but mediated to the soul by divine truth. I most 
willingly accept. Said Alexander Campbell, in his debate 
with Dr. Rice: ‘The Spirit (of God is ever present with His 
truth, operating in it, and through it, and by it’ . . . Similarly, 
let us insist that God, in the sphere of redemption, is im-
manent in truth, in the forces of truth — that He quickens 
morally dead sinners, sustains and comforts believers, in no 
case, by naked, mechanical impact, but evermore through 
influences mediated by truth . . . (Symposium On The Holy 
Spirit, 63, 64, 69, 71, 76, 77).
Make no mistake about it, the teaching that the Holy 

Spirit literally and personally indwells the Christian in-
evitably leads to the Spirit doing things for the Christian 
apart from the Word, accomplishing things the truth cannot 
accomplish. 

Stanley E. Sayers says in his book, Reflecting On The 
Spirit, 190:

The very fact that the great preponderance of Scripture 
bears upon the indwelling of the Spirit in the Christian as 
a Person, not outside the Christian, but inside where the 
need is known and the comfort called for, not in concept 
but in reality, urges that if He is there to help us, help us 
He will. And this help extends strongly to prayer where 
we often find ourselves the most inept.

As I said at the beginning of this study. I need all of the 
help and guidance available to me. I believe and accept any 
spiritual influence, any help, any comfort that is conveyed 
from the loving and Infinite God, realizing that I am a pray-
ing, struggling, and trusting human soul — but I believe 
such help comes through faith, mediated by divine truth! 
Is this position devoid and destitute of true spirituality? I 
don’t think so. How else can one be spiritual except it be 
by the guidance of the Spirit through God’s revelation?

P.O.Box 454, White Oak, Texas 75693

Christian, is done through faith, through gospel facts be-
lieved, gospel truth apprehended, and appropriated by the 
soul, as the food of its life, and not by immediate, super-
natural energy. . . . the work of the Spirit in strengthening 
and comforting Christians is confirmed to the ordinary laws 
of thought and the inner life quite as com pletely as is His 
work in the conversion of sinners. . . .  The presence of this 
truth in connection with every divine effect in the inner 
man, whether in the conversion of sinners, or the growing 
holiness of saints, is an unquestionable fact of the universal 
Christian con sciousness. That the Spirit of God enlightens 
and converts sinners, comforts and strengthens saints, 
through the truth; that love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, fidelity, meekness, self- control, are 
fruits of the Spirit, we learn, not from consciousness, but 
from the Word of God . . . . For myself, I make no pretense 
of having been the subject of any influence which I could 
consciously recog nize as immediately, i.e., without the 
intervention of truth, from the Spirit. The con- concep-
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Where Two or Three Are

Do you really believe the words of Jesus? It is easy to 
quote Mark 16:15-16 or Acts 2:38 to one that is lost and 
insist every word is true. What about all the other words that 
Jesus spoke? For instances, Jesus said to his disciples, “For 
where two or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them” (Matt. 18:20). Do we believe that 
when two or three worship together that it is acceptable? 
Or, must we have a large number gathered together before 
we would think meeting with them?

In this day of modernization it seems that bigger is better. 
The smaller stores and companies sell to the larger. The 
larger stores seem to draw the business. But, also there 
seems to be among some Christians that the congregation 
they assemble with must be several hundred before they 
will go there. We know of a denominational church nearby 
that built a very large building and then sent buses out over 
the country to pick up people which took the people away 
from congregations that were smaller. This really caused 
some hard feelings. However, we know of some preachers 
who are “sheep stealers,” that is they will try get members 
to leave their congregation and go to where my preacher 
is preaching.

We also have some in worship services get up and say 
“we are just a poor small struggling group.” That really is a 
lot of encouragement to the listeners. Do we really believe 
the words of Jesus that “where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there I am in the midst of them”?

There are many congregations in our nation that are 
small, but are faithful and worshiping their Lord. Many of 
these cannot pay a preacher so he can work full time but 
that does not matter. They assemble, and all are grateful for 
all who come. Does this make the members second class, 
or the preacher a “one horse preacher”? 

If one is baptized in a small congregation does this make 
him a second class member? I think not. If a congregation is 
small, does this mean that they are lazy, or sinning because 
they have not built it up to a large group? I think not. In 
many places in the world there are small communities that 

never grow, so the potential for the church to grow is not 
as great as in a larger city.

What can we do for the small congregations where only 
a few may be meeting? I suggest that when you are travel-
ing on a trip for a vacation or coming to the south for the 
winter look up a small congregation and stay awhile. This 
will be great encouragement to them. We know of a man 
and wife who spent their summers traveling in the north 
going from one church to another which was small in 
number. They would go out during the week and pass out 
literature and invite the community to services. This man 
and wife attended a large congregation but was willing to 
help small ones during the summer.

Another thing we can do more of, is to send the preacher 
into communities where the church is small and hold a gos-
pel meeting . We know of some preachers who are willing 
to do this and it really means a lot to a small group. We 
could also send support to preachers in small congregations. 
Any amount would be deeply appreciated.

But most of all we need to believe our Lord when he 
said, “For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” If Jesus will do 
this, should we not also be willing to assemble with small 
churches also? 

Vernon Love
  

Sermon on the Mount
by John Smith

An excellent study of this sermon. Great for 

adult or high-school classes. Contains comments 
on the text followed by questions. 13 lessons.

 
Price — $3.25
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Remembrances of James R. Cope

At the passing of influential brethren, the words of David 
in mourning for Abner are often heard: “Know ye not that 
there is a prince and a great man fallen this day in Israel?” 
(2 Sam. 3:38). It is not a stretch of language to use these 
words in reference to the death of James R. Cope. He was 
a figure in many ways larger than life because of his stand 
for truth and his influence on many of our lives.

Brother Cope was born in a small community near 
Sparta, Tennessee on January 27, 1917. He passed from this 
life early on June 18, 1999. The funeral service was held 
the morning of June 22, 1999 in Hutchinson Auditorium on 
the campus of Florida College. Numerous family, brethren, 
and friends were present to pay their last respects. His body 
was laid to rest by the side of his beloved Georgia Deane 
at the Hillsboro Memorial Gardens in Brandon, Florida. 
In keeping with our hope for faithful saints, we trust that 
brother Cope’s soul is at home with his “loving Father” 
where his mind is restored and he awaits the spiritual body 
in the resurrection.

Brethren of his generation will no doubt write more 
eloquently about the work of brother Cope throughout the 
years. Close friends for many years can share more personal 
stories about his life and their associations. However, as 
one of the students who was deeply influenced by brother 
Cope, it seemed proper to write a short remembrance of 
his impact on my life.

While at Florida College in the fall semester of 1975, I 
began to attend the Antioch congregation in Thonotosassa, 
Florida where brother Cope was preaching. During the next 
year, brother Cope asked if I would work with the congrega-
tion in teaching classes and preaching in his absence. In the 
year that followed, I had a great opportunity to learn many 
lessons from brother Cope and I grew to love him.

Brother Cope arranged for me to come to his office for 
a visit each week he was in town so that we could discuss 
the work and other things. In the midst of the conversa-
tion, brother Cope would usually reminisce about the past. 
Before that time, I only knew brother Cope as the President 
of Florida College and as a renown preacher of the gospel. 
Since that time, I have seen him as a man of great courage, 

deep spirituality and tender emotion.

Brother Cope’s reputation as a man of courage was well 
secured by the time I first heard his name. His defense of the 
truth in discussion over the years was widely reported and 
held in great respect. As the issues regarding institutional-
ism began, most brethren had heard of his firm stand for 
the truth in a faculty meeting at Freed-Hardeman College. 
Brother Cope’s convictions were never for sale or rent.

When he became President at Florida College, that same 
character caused him to stand against the encroachment of 
liberalism even in the midst of strong opposition. By the 
time my generation was able to attend Florida College, Jim 
Cope was generally conceded to be the main reason the 
college had not been swept into the control of institutional 
brethren. Though there was always a need for greater funds 
to maintain the school, brother Cope was known for several 
stands on principle despite the fact that such stands might 
cost contributions. Such stands were not a result of a lack 
of love for the school, but because of a greater love for the 
Lord and his truth.

Having grown up at the very end of the division over 
the institutional issues, I viewed preachers who endured 
hardship and ridicule to stand for the truth as heros. I still 
do. However, I never saw the depth of the price they paid 
within for their stand. During one of our talks, I asked 
brother Cope what had been most disappointing to him 
during the institutional division. Almost immediately, his 
eyes began to tear and he replied that it was when he real-
ized Guy Woods and several others would never be beside 
him in the work again. Brother Cope spoke of several of 
his peers with whom he thought he would grow old as co-
laborers in the kingdom and how it hurt to know that such 
would never be. I remember that as the first time I realized 
how deeply painful the effects of such courageous stands 
were upon such men. Though he knew friendship of long 
standing would be severed as a result, Jim Cope did what 
was right and took his stand with the Lord. May the Lord 
increase his tribe in our time.

Harry Osborne
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it came first of the Lord (2 Tim. 2:15). He did all of us in 
the class a great favor by reminding us of that fact.

Two things will always remind me of brother Cope. The 
first is a book he gave me, Christ’s Second Coming by Da-
vid Brown. He gave it as an award, but told me to use it to 
learn about the error of premillennialism and how to combat 
that error with the truth. To me, it is a constant reminder 
of brother Cope’s militant stand for truth and opposition 
to error (Psa. 119:128). The second reminder of brother 
Cope is a song, God Will Take Care of You. At the close of 
every service at Antioch, brother Cope would lead us in 
one verse of that song. At his funeral, it was also the final 
song. I could not sing it then with dry eyes, nor do I think 
I will do so for some time. No song could better express 
the confidence brother Cope had in his “loving Father” to 
provide for the faithful Christian, nor could any song better 
express the trust I have in the care now being provided to 
one who meant so much to my life. Indeed, beneath His 
wings of love abide, God will take care of Jim Cope.

2302 Windsor Oaks Ave., Lutz, FL 33549

During my second year at Florida College, I took an 
Epistles class from Melvin Curry. For some reason, brother 
Curry had to be out for a period and brother Cope stepped 
in to teach the book of Philippians. It was an excellent 
class. Brother Cope dealt in depth with the text. I still go 
back to my notes from that class and gain from the rich 
material he brought out.

In his last class with us, brother Cope said he would take 
the last part of the class time to review and prepare us for 
the test. When that time came, one of the first questions 
asked by a student was something like, “What do we really 
have to know for the test?” I can still see brother Cope’s 
jaw clinch and his eyes begin to burn and I knew we were 
in trouble. He responded by asking the questioner what he 
was wanting, all the things which he did not need to study 
for the test. With his index finger pointing out to the class, 
brother Cope told us in no uncertain terms what we needed 
to know to get a good grade on the test. He said that if we 
memorized the book and committed everything he said in 
the class to memory, we should have no trouble with the 
test. Having so stated, he walked out the door. This was 
the only time I have ever known of brother Cope stopping 
before the allotted time. Two days later at test time, we all 
found out he was not joking. The expectation for students to 
know the text and the depth of its teaching was an expecta-
tion brother Cope had of himself and of all others because 

Contemporary Parallel New Testament

Eight translations in the same opening:
King James Version
New American Standard Bible
New Century Version
Contemporary English Version
New International Version
New Living Translation
New King James Version
The Message

   Price — $39.99

Call Truth Bookstore: 1-800-428-0121
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Jerusalem Has Fallen

Jeremiah is overcome with emotion as he writes the book 
of Lamentations. He is basically describing the funeral of 
a city that was once filled with great beauty and promise. 
Jerusalem was a proud city, rich in history and service to 
God. But now it is a city that has been reduced to rubble 
by the army of Babylon. Jeremiah was sent by God to 
prophesy to the children of Israel concerning the impending 
doom of Judah and the city of Jerusalem. But why? Why 
did this terrible thing have to happen to a beautiful city, 
a city that Solomon spent a fortune to build, that housed 
the great temple that the Jews could go to and worship 
the God of heaven? The answer is because the children of 
God turned their backs on their creator, and were carried 
off into the adulterous idol worship of pagan gods. They 
became a self-centered people that had lost their trust and 
faith in the almighty God! Jeremiah was a faithful servant 
of God and knew of the rich history of Jerusalem. He had 
the tough task of warning the people of God and then to 
actually see the city be totally devastated by a foreign army, 
all because the people turned their back on God, the God 
that loved them so dearly and wanted so much to give them 
nothing but blessings. But instead, God was forced to keep 
the second part of his promise, to punish his children for 
their lack of obedience!

In the book of Deuteronomy, long before Jeremiah was 
called upon to prophesy, God gave his word to a great leader 
by the name of Moses. In the 28th chapter of Deuteronomy 
we can read where God stipulated what would happen to 
his chosen people if they would obey his word and what 
would happen if they chose not to obey his word.

The Curses on Disobedience
In the first fourteen verses of the 28th chapter of Deu-

teronomy, God announced all the blessings that would take 

place if the children of Israel would obey his words. But 
then in verses 15-68 the curses were announced to Moses 
on what would happen to these children if they did not obey. 
The all-knowing God truly knew what was going to take 
place in their history. He spent a lot of time letting Moses 
know exactly what was going to happen to these chosen 
ones. God has always kept his promises, whether good or 
bad, in dealing with all mankind. All of the promises that 
God told to Moses in this 28th chapter came true. Jeremiah 
was there serving as the mouth piece for God when Jerusa-
lem fell to the Babylonians because of disobedience. God’s 
people did not harken to the words of God and as a result 
paid an awful price. Many were killed by their enemies 
and most of the others were carried off into captivity, and 
would not return for 70 years.

Will Our “Jerusalem” Stand or Fall?
When I speak of our “Jerusalem” I’m talking about our 

soul. Have we listened to the word of God and prepared 
ourselves to fully obey him? We better make sure we have 
because Jesus said in Matthew 7:13-14, 21: “Enter by the 
narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that 
leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 
Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which 
leads to life, and there are few who find it. Not everyone 
who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 
The things of old were written for our learning (Rom. 15:4), 
so we can know how God has dealt with man. We have the 
written word to see that God most assuredly kept his prom-
ises in dealing with his own chosen people of long ago. In 
the same way, we can know that God will keep his promises 
in dealing with his people today. The only ones that will 
get to heaven are going to be those that love, trust, believe, 
and obey God. The Hebrew writer said: “And having been 

Richie Thetford

We have the written word to see that God most assuredly kept his promises in  
dealing with his own chosen people of long ago. In the same way, we can know  

that God will keep his promises in dealing with his people today.
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was committed by someone else. What transgression has 
a baby committed? 

 
We have a choice whom we will serve (Josh. 24:15). Sin 

involves intent. If babies are born in sin then they had no 
choice or control in the matter. Then who does that make 
responsible? God! This doctrine teaches that God caused 
a corrupted, sinful nature to pass on to innocent babies. 
Surely this doctrine of “hereditary total depravity” bears 
much closer examination. 

 
Jesus taught that little children are innocent (Matt.18:1-

3; 19:13-15). He said unless I become like a little child, I 
can’t go to heaven. How can that be if children are born 
sinful and corrupt? It can only mean they are not born 
that way! 

I doubt that this couple who lived before the Civil War 
believed in total depravity, nor that they would provide 
an occasion near 150 years later to teach the truth on this 
subject. The epitaph on the tomb of their daughters read,  

     Sweet were the flowers 
        But short their bloom. 
     They blossomed for an early tomb. 
        But faith forbids a rising sigh, 
     They withered here to bloom on high. 
 
That is exactly what the Bible teaches. Such parents 

have hope.  

“When a Child Dies” continued from front page

perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all 
who obey Him” (Heb. 5:9). We know that those that did 
not obey him long ago received his curses and those that 
do not obey God today will also receive his curses. Paul 
wrote: “And to give you who are troubled rest with us when 
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do 
not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and 
from the glory of His power” (2 Thess. 1:7-9).

Knowing then that God will bless us (Eph. 1:3) when 
we obey by providing us a home with him in heaven, and 
also knowing that we will be punished with everlasting 
destruction if we do not obey, what is the condition of our 
“Jerusalem”? Will it stand in eternity with God? Or will 
it fall, even though we have been warned and warned by 
God’s word what will happen if we do not obey? The out-
come of our “Jerusalem”(our soul) is totally up to us!

510 Floyd Ave., Dumas, Texas 79029

God sees my giving as well. Every one of God’s children 
needs to think about the omniscience of God with reference 
to his giving, just as he thinks of God’s knowledge of every 
other aspect of his existence.

2. Jesus did not condemn those wealthy men who gave of 
their abundance. Neither do we. We are thankful that there 
are prosperous brethren who give sacrificially. They pay 
for church buildings, support gospel preachers, and send 
benevolence to our brethren in other parts of the world. We 
praise God that these brethren recognize God as the giver 
of their blessings and express their homage to him through 
their sacrificial giving.

3. Giving is measured according to what one has. Paul 
wrote, “For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted 
according to that a man hath, and not according to that he 
hath not” (2 Cor. 8:12). The fact that the widow could not 
give as much as others did not minimize her gift in the 
eyes of God. He measured her giving according to what 
she had. He saw in her a heart that trusted in God’s provi-
dence for her needs and a heart that expressed its worship 
and appreciation to God in her giving. Our brethren in 
undeveloped countries need to remember the story of the 
widow’s mite to consider that the Lord treasured the gifts 
of the poor, rather than allowing one’s poverty to excuse 
him from giving. We who live in the prosperous United 
States must be sobered by the responsibility we have for 
the riches we have received so abundantly.

Sometimes women have a greater ability to express their 
love for the Lord than most of us men. Mary, the woman 
who anointed Jesus with precious ointment, is another ex-
ample of a godly woman sacrificially giving to the Lord, 
although that woman was on a different economic station 
than the poor widow. The story of her gift to the Lord is 
given below:

And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as 
he sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box 
of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the 
box, and poured it on his head. And there were some that 
had indignation within themselves, and said, Why was this 
waste of the ointment made? For it might have been sold 
for more than three hundred pence, and have been given 
to the poor. And they murmured against her. And Jesus 
said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought 
a good work on me. For ye have the poor with you always, 
and whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but me ye 
have not always. She hath done what she could: she is 
come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying. Verily 
I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done 
shall be spoken of for a memorial of her (Mark 14:3-9).

We learn from these two godly women whose examples 
in giving are worthy of imitation.

“Widow’s Mite” continued from p. 2
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4. The shame of abusing the widow’s mite. The use some 
stingy men make of the text of the widow’s mite is shame-
ful. Prosperous men sometimes excuse their stinginess by 
saying, “The Lord doesn’t care how much we give. Just 
look at the widow’s mite!” In this manner, stingy men have 
turned the Lord’s teaching upside down.

The widow’s mite is an example of sacrificial giving, not 
stinginess. Stingy brethren who use this passage to justify 
themselves abuse the text of Scripture. Stingy men are 
not even like those givers who give from their abundance. 
Some men give generously of their abundance and others 
give a pittance of what they should from their abundance.  
Which am I? 

Conclusion
May God help us to learn these lessons from the ex-

ample of the giving by this poor widow. She was a worthy 
example for imitation.

Preachers Needed

Jonesborough, Tennessee: This congregation located in eastern 
Tennessee is looking for a preacher to work with them. They 
have 25 in attendance on Sunday mornings. The area has 
tremendous potential for making contacts in the community. 
They are looking for a man who would be willing to help us with 
personal work. They can provide $2200 per month so outside 
support may be needed depending on needs. Contact Malcolm 
Arnold (423) 926-3493 for further information.

Rosedale, Indiana: The congregation at Rosedale, Indiana is 
looking for a full-time preacher who desires to preach the 
truth.  They are a small congregation of 26 members and some 
outside support will be needed.  They are a conservative group, 
and desire to grow spiritually and numerically.  If interested, 
send a resume to: Brian Farkas, 9780 N. Co. Rd. 200 E., Brazil, IN 
47834-7702 (phone: 812-446-3014).

Vernon, Texas: The church at 4800 College Dr. is in need of 
securing an evangelist to begin working with the group after 
October 1. Wayne Goforth has labored there for six years. 
The group is the only faithful work for considerable distance 
around. Vernon is a town of 14,000 with a shopping popula-
tion of closer to 25,000. The group consists of 12 members. The 
church has a nice building that is paid for and in a prime loca-
tion.Some support is available (around $900 per month) and 

the congregation will be able to provide for moving expenses. 
Those interested can contact Wayne Goforth at wgoforth@
chipshot.net (phone: 940-553-4920).

Belen, New Mexico: The Rio Grande Valley church of Christ, 
Belen, NM is looking for a sound gospel preacher. Our current 
preacher, Richie Thetford, will be moving to work with the 
Clarksville church of Christ in Clarksville, IN in mid August. 
The church there has a strong history of upholding the truth 
of God’s Word. Brother Tim Stevens helped start the congrega-
tion over 12 years ago. The church has recently moved into a 
new building and can furnish a good portion of one’s support. 
Additional outside support would be needed but the church 
here may be able to help in that area also. Sunday attendance 
averages around 40. If you are interested in this work, please 
write to: Rio Grande Valley church of Christ, P. O. Box 989, 
Belen, NM  87002. If you have any questions concerning the 
work here, please call Mark Braddock (505) 866-1870, or Earl 
Hathorn (505) 
864-6616.

Brownsburg, Indiana Church in New Building
Because of many friends and visitors over the years as well 
as annual visitors to the Indy 500 and IRP drag strips we felt 
the following announcement might be in order. After being 
located for thirty-five years at the same location and having 
filled the building several times over the years, the Brownsburg 
church of Christ in Brownsburg, Indiana has recently moved to 
to new facility 1.7 miles south of their old building. The church 
felt it was time for a different philosophy of growth in staying 
together rather than starting another congregation in a county 
that already has six faithful churches. We are very thankful 
and feel blessed in the fact that there has been no financial 
strain or controversy during the entire building program. We 
look forward to wearing out this new building in the service 
of our Lord. If you’re on the West side of Indianapolis please 
stop in and worship with us. We are located at 2100 S. Horna-
day Rd., Brownsburg, IN, 46112, (317) 852-4645, mcmurray @
Indy. net or www.bburgchurchofchrist.org. – submitted by 
Carl McMurray.

6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46122, mikewillis1@aol.com
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

 KENNETT, MO
Church of Christ
703 Harrison St.

 Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(573) 888-6778

LILBOURN, MO
P.O. Box 270

211 Benton St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Shane Williams
(573) 688-2234 or 748-5204

MARSHFIELD, MO
Brentwood Church of Christ

Hwy. 38 East, South on Elm St., 
1/2 mile

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Norman Cass
(417) 859-5166

RAYMORE, MO
Raymore Church of Christ

107 N. Woodson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Wadlington
(816) 322-0042 or 318-0838

ST. JAMES, MO
Church of Christ

400 E. James Blvd.
(P.O. Box 308)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Larry Morris
(573) 265-8973 or 265-8628

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Church of Christ

2727 County Line Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(816) 233-2463 or 279-4737

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Prairie Hills Church of Christ

14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E of 
Intersection I-29 & Hwy. 169)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle White
(816) 233-6485

SPRINGFIELD, MO
Southside Church of Christ

1517 E. Cherokee St.
Bible Study    9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Tim Glover
(417) 881-3131 or 886-5304

BEATRICE, NE
Church of Christ

7th and Bell
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.

233-4102 or 228-3827

PORTSMOUTH, NH
Church of Christ

Anchorage Inn, 417 Woodbury Ave. 
(Rt.1 Bypass at I-95, Traffic Circle)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 12: 00  Noon
Jeff Swan — Call for more informa-

tion (603) 323-9333  
or 1-800-841-7857

MT. LAUREL, NJ
Mt. Laurel Church of Christ

in the Philadelphia Area
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.

(609) 665-2496

PISCATAWAY, NJ
258 Highland Ave.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Bible Classes 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gary P. Eubanks
(732) 463-1323

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

VAUXHALL, NJ
Church of Christ

Milbourn Mall Suite 6
2933 Vauxhall Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry A. Persaud
(973) 378-8999 or (908) 964-6356

ALAMOGORDO, NM
25th & Hawaii Church of Christ

P.O. Box 2065
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
(505) 439-9810 or 430-0494

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Albuquerque Church of Christ

1908 Sunshine Terrace SE
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(call to confirm time)
764-9277

ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Harris Blvd. Church of Christ
5424 E.W.T. Harris Blvd.

Worship 8: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Various members of 
local congregations

Don Moeller (704) 532-9242

DALLAS, NC
Deepwood Forest Church of Christ

2002 Lineburger Rd., Hwy. 275
(Between Dallas & Stanley)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis Woollums
(704) 922-8985

FAYETTEVILLE, NC
West Fayetteville
Church of Christ

5272 Butternut Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Arnold
(910) 424-5162

FRANKLIN, NC
Westside Church of Christ

156 Old Murphy Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gurtler
(704) 369-5186 or 369-8216

GRANITE FALLS, NC
Church of Christ
24 Park Square

Between Hickory & Lenoir
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 396-8107
or 294-6878

SALISBURY, NC
Salisbury Church of Christ

1037 Faith Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(704) 639-1135 or 279-4324

SANFORD, NC
West Sanford Church of Christ

202 Westover Drive
(1 blk. from US 1 and NW 42W)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Nay Rieber
(919) 775-5107 or 774-6935

Tom Gray, 776-0373

WINSTON-SALEM, NC
Church of Christ
2800 S. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening (call 336-784-5058) 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(336) 998-4002
or 785-2475

WARNE, NC
Warne Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 64 at Warne
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 389-6892
or 389-3097

LAS VEGAS, NV
Vegas Dr. Church of Christ

3816 Vegas Drive
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Robertson
(702) 648-4827

BEDFORD, OH
Columbus St. Church of Christ

512 Columbus Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Harry Rice
Building: (216) 232-2231

Home: (216) 232-9068

CANAL WINCHESTER, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

Southeast side of Columbus
7 ½ N. High St.

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 837-8859

CINCINNATI, OHIO
Blue Ash

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Evang:  Russell Dunaway, Jr.

891-3174

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CINCINNATI, OH
Lockland Church of Chist

419 W. Wyoming Ave.
Exit 12 I-75 - W. 2 blocks

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Calvin Schabach
821-0410 or 733-3187

CLEVELAND, OH
Lorain Ave. Church of Christ

13501 Lorain Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(216) 476-0660, 651-1689 or
(330) 725-3960, 723-0111

COLUMBUS, OH
Laurel Canyon

Church of Christ
409 McNaughton Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

868-1375 or 866-4535

DAYTON, OH
Haynes St.

Church of Christ
300 Haynes St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Wayne S. Walker
256-6647 or 256-0127

DAYTON, OH
West Carrollton

23 W. Main Street
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Grushon
856-5162 or 434-3090

DAYTON (Beavercreek) OH
Knollwood Church of Christ

1031 Welford Drive
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Keith Greer
426-1422 or 426-3325

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS 

FIND YOUR PLACE 
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

FREMONT, OH
Church of Christ
3361 W. State St.

1 mi. West of Fremont
on U.S. Rt. 20

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(419) 849-3340 or 849-3686

HAMILTON, OH
Westview Church of Christ

1040 Azel Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 35  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  David A. Stansberry
(513) 868-9988

HUBER HEIGHTS (Dayton), OH
Northern Heights
Church of Christ

5430 Fishburg Rd.
SW cnr. of Rt. 201 & Fishburg

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Bible Study 7: 00  P.M.

(513) 236-7611

HILLIARD, OH
Church of Christ

Heights  Church of Christ
7801 Zuni Road, S.E.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Dee Lancaster
266-7577 or 293-5635

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Westside Church of Christ

Sequoia Plaza
3320 Coors Blvd., NW

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(505) 839-9880

AZTEC, NM
Aztec Area Church of Christ

304 N. Main St.
Bible Study     9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 1: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(505) 334-0874 or 334-3913

BUFFALO, NY
Greater Buffalo Church of Christ

P.O. Box 808, W. Seneca
Bible Study 2: 00  A.M.
Worship  3: 00  A.M.
Tuesday 6: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Roy Diestelkamp
(716) 627-6546 
E-Mail address:

edgibson@juno.com

HUDSON, NY
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 573, Hudson 
Bldg: 86 Main St., Philmont

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(518) 828-2923, 329-3833, or 
672-4904

ASHEVILLE, NC
Church of Christ
Holiday Inn East

(Please call for directions.)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.

Evangelist: Joe Hickman
(828) 254-7332 or 684-3111

CARY, NC
Walnut St. Church of Christ

(Raleigh) 217 Walnut St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  (919) 467-0012
Jeff Archer:  319-1757

CHARLOTTE, NC
Charlotte Church of Christ

5327 S. Tyron St.
Worship     9: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Wendell Powell
(704) 525-5655 or 522-9971

CHARLOTTE, NC
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4840 Cemetery Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 876-4089

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

MANSFIELD, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

326 Grace Street
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  James Bond
526-2868 or 526-4739

MANSFIELD, OH
Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Leon Bond
(419) 525-3684 or 522-8982

MARIETTA/RENO, OH
Jct. St. Rt. 7 & County Rd. 20

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Wed. - 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th weeks
Thurs. - 1st week

614-374-9827

NEW CARLISLE, OH
Church of Christ
235 Funston Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Lee
(937) 235-2470

NEW LEBANON, OH
Church of Christ
1973 W. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Murphy, Jr.
687-2985

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE 

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

NORTHWOOD, OH
(Toledo Area)

Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
893-3566 or 691-0688

NORWALK, OH
Church of Christ

State Rt. 250 & 13 North

386 N. Edgewood Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Randy Yerby

SALEM, OH
Church of Christ

484 Georgetown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(330) 337-6113

UHRICHSVILLE, OH
Church of Christ

638 Parrish Street
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 00  P.M.

(614) 254-4066, o r
(216) 339-3032

WAVERLY, OH
4th & Mullins

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 947-7122 or 947-1718

ALTUS, OK
Southeast Church of Christ

1105 Navajo
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(580) 535-4767

MIDWEST CITY, OK
Fifth St. Church of Christ

6512 SE Fifth St., Box 30544
(Near Tinker AFB)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Bond
(405) 737-5858 or 737-8272

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Broadview Heights

Church of Christ
3536 NW 38 St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: James B. Lusby
946-6301 or 728-3058

PURCELL, OK
Jackson & Green Ave.

Church of Christ
407 Jackson Street

(Mailing address - Rt.1, Box 80A)
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

527-3538 or 872-3596

STILLWATER, OK
East 6th Ave. Church of Christ

2417 E. Sixth Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Eppler
(405) 743-2603, 377-2847

TULSA, OK
Church of Christ

1702 S. Memorial Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J.T. Smith
627-5670 or 664-6629

TULSA, OK
Woodland Hills
Church of Christ

9119 E. 61 St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Pittman
(918) 252-1220 or 258-2720

AVONDALE, PA
Avondale Church of Christ

Glen Willow Rd.
P.O. Box 421

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Daniel Gatlin, Evangelist
(610) 268-2088, 869-2194

CARLISLE, PA
Walnut Bottom Rd.

Church of Christ
2637 Walnut Bottom Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Hawk
 (717) 776-6122

EXTON, PA
Exton Church of Christ

217 N. Whitford Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

363-8042

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Church of Christ
45 W. Durham St.

P.O. Box 4985
Bible Study 10: 15  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Tues. night 8: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.
(215) 248-2026 or 753-1362

VANDERYRIFT, PA
Church of Christ

156A Farragut Ave.
            

Worship 9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Thursday 7: 30  P.M.

(412) 337-4488

BEAUFORT, SC
Church of Christ

2107 King St., P.O. Box 4
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Paris Island, 8:00 A.M., Sunday

Evangelist: Ronald Nelson
(843) 524-4400 or 524-4652

BEAUFORT/BURTON, SC
Church of Christ

170 Robert Smalls Pkwy.
(Hwy. 170)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(803) 524-4281 or 525-1483

CHARLESTON HEIGHTS, SC
Ashley Heights Church of Christ

2605 S. Oakridge Cir.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Weliever
388-6811 or 381-7401

COLUMBIA, TN
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ

417 Mooresville Pike  
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Maxey
(931) 388-5828 or 380-1226

DIXON SPRINGS, TN
Dixon Springs Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 25 (between 
Hartselle & Carthage)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 868-9266

ERWIN, TN
Church of Christ

N. Erwin Hwy.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M. 
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry A. (Tony) Sayre
(615) 743-8251 or 743-4142

FRANKLIN, TN
Cedarmont Church of Christ

Arno Rd. & Hwy. 96E 
(P.O. Box 682042)

(1 mile East of I65 South)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M. 
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Gambill
(615) 790-2075

GOODLETTSVILLE, TN
Millersville Church of Christ

1158 Louisville Hwy.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jason Malham
(615) 859-1841 or 859-5941

JACKSON, TN
Old Hickory Church of Christ

841 Old Hickory Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
  Evangelist: Gary Kerr

668-1794 or 664-5295

JOHNSON CITY, TN
Brookmead Church of Christ

2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Kay 
615-928-4000 or 753-9865

KNOXVILLE, TN
7604 Chapman Hwy.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger D. Williams
(423) 573-6638

MADISON, TN
Church of Christ

Kemper at Tuckahoe Dr.
(10 min. from Opryland)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Friday  6: 30  P.M.

(803) 553-4970 or 553-4346

COLUMBIA, SC
Lower Richland Church of Christ

3000 Trotter Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J. David Powlas
(803) 783-6059 or 776-0754

SUMTER, SC
Woodland Church of Christ

3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday       7:  00 P.M.

Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.
773-0828

TAYLORS, SC
(Greenville Area)

Taylors Church of Christ
400 E. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Mosely
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728

www.taylors church of christ.com

WARRENVILLE, SC
(Aiken/Augusta Area)

Warrenville Church of Christ
P.O. Box 98

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 648-9451 or 649-0439

WEST COLUMBIA, SC
Airport Church of Christ

4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 755-0023 or 894-6471

RAPID CITY, SD
Church of Christ

1302 E. Fairmont Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Matt Allen
(605) 348-7990 or 688-9170

CHATTANOOGA, TN
North Hixson Church of Christ

5484 Old Hixson Pike
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Walton
(423) 870-8029 or 842-5526

CLEVELAND, TN
Highway 64 Church of Christ

111 Durkee Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(423) 344-7259, 479-6990
or 339-1068

COLUMBIA, TN
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ

1200 Nashville Hwy.,  
Hwy. 31N

Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Green
(615) 868-6078 or 662-8200

MARYVILLE, TN
Smoky Mt. Church of Christ

2206 Montvale Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

C.H. Buld (423) 984-4708
Harold Tabor (423) 977-4230
Gary Kirtley (423) 981-1885

MCMINNVILLE, TN
West End Ave.

Church of Christ
P.O. Box 8060, Zip 37110

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  David Young
(615) 668-7453

MEMPHIS, TN
Burlington Church of Christ

3825 S. Germantown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Doug Seaton
(901) 754-2765 or 853-7840

MEMPHIS, TN
Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Dick Blackford
(901) 388-2474 or 757-9001

MEMPHIS, TN
Hunters Run Church of Christ

6590 Stateline Road (west of  
Germantown Rd. Ext.)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Julian R. Snell
(901) 853-6726 or 363-9133

MURFREESBORO, TN
663 Compton Road

(1 mi. E. of VA Hospital)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Assembly    10: 00  A.M.
Assembly 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

David Arnold
(615) 896-6550 or 896-9474

Web page: http://www.mtsu.edu/@
arnoldd/bible.html

MURFREESBORO, TN
Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Kyle Campbell
 and Bill Cavender

(615) 893-1200

MURFREESBORO, TN
South Ridge Church of Christ

488 Barfield-Crescent Rd.
(Exit 81 off I-24, south 1 1/2 miles on 

231S, turn right)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 848-0303 or 893-5070

MURFREESBORO, TN
University Heights

Church of Christ
1412 East Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
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MURFREESBORO, TN

Westvue Church of Christ
316 Kings Hwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Duggin
896-1292 or 896-3943

NASHVILLE, TN
Bell Road Church of Christ

1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill O’Neal
(615) 833-4444 or 941-1134

NASHVILLE, TN
Hillview Church of Christ

7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(615) 356-7318 or 952-3433

NASHVILLE, TN
Perry Heights Church of Christ

423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Daniel H. King
(615) 883-3118 or 366-5009

NASHVILLE, TN
Riverside Dr. Church of Christ

1530 Riverside Dr.
(Close to Opryland and new stadium)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Wilson Adams
(615) 262-0241

ROCKWOOD, TN
Post Oak Rd. Church of Christ

1227 Post Oak Valley Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Moore
(423) 354-9416 or 354-0489

ROCKWOOD, TN
Church of Christ 
Highway 70 East

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(423) 354-2557

SHELBYVILLE, TN
El Bethel Church of Christ

Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader
(615) 685-1113 or 684-9099

WAVERLY, TN
Eastside Church of Christ

1412 E. Railroad St.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(931) 296-5217 or 296-4657

Northwest Church of Christ
7750 Highway 105

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Russ Bowman
898-4034, 287-3908

or 866-6939

CLEBURNE, TX
Church of Christ

404 South Caddo St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(817) 645-3588

CLEVELAND, TX
Church of Christ
310 E. Houston

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Raymond Meaux
281-592-1581

CLUTE, TX
Church of Christ

343 S. Main
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Lloyd
265-5283 or 265-2933

COLLEGE STATION, TX
Church of Christ

810 Southwest Pkwy.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Wayne Moody
764-6562 or 693-1758

COLUMBUS, TX
West Oaks Church of Christ

214 FM 806
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Herbert Thorton Jr.
(409) 732-3001

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Hwy. 9 Church of Christ

5853 Leopard St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Clyde Carter
(512) 777-0606, 241-0818, 

289-1559, 853-8637 or 289-1439  

DALLAS, TX
College Park Church of Christ

701 Centennial Blvd.
Richardson, Texas

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Rickie G. Jenkins
(972) 783-9777

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

DICKINSON, TX

Church of Christ, 2919 Main St.
(Between Houston-Galveston

Exit 19  on  I-45, east 2 mi. on 517)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 9: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jay Horsley
(281) 534-4870

DUMAS, TX
Central Church of Christ

424 E. First St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David M. Bonner
(806) 935-5363 or 935-6883

EDNA, TX
301 South Robison

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(512) 782-5506 or 782-2844
Elders: S.A. Mercer & S. Wilson

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
Web Page http://ykc.com/cofc/

EL PASO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ

3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Ken Looper (915) 821-1084
(915) 855-4327

FORT WORTH, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ

Altamesa at Landview
(“at the overpass”)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Tom M. Roberts
292-4908 or 294-9706

FORT WORTH, TX
West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd.

76114
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Stan Cox
(817) 738-7269

HARLINGEN, TX
Church of Christ

1625 Morgan Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Earl Dale
(956) 423-4690 or 423-6225

HOUSTON, TX
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road  (77084)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Mark White (281) 578-1897

HOUSTON, TX
Bellaire Church of Christ

8001 South Rice Ave.
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David O. Lanius, Jr.
(713) 668-4810

HOUSTON, TX
Church of Christ

in Oak Forest
1333 Judiway

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

(713) 686-0788

HOUSTON, TX (Southwest)
Murphy Rd. Church of Christ

2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

HOUSTON, TX
Spring Woods Church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Church Phone (713) 973-6667
Elders:  468-4753, 461-2222,

or 863-1927

HUNTINGTON, TX
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 858
One block north of U.S. 69

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 422-4623

IRVING, TX
Westside Church of Christ

2300 W. Pioneer Dr.
(closest to D/FW Airport)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Roberts
258-8527 or (214) 986-9131

http://www.flash.net/~westside

LANCASTER, TX
Dallas Avenue Church of Christ

601 N. Dallas Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 25  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Boshart
(972) 227-2910 or 227-1119

LANCASTER, TX
Pleasant Run Church of Christ

831 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 227-1758 or 227-2598

LUFKIN, TX
Church of Christ
4th & Groesbeck
401 E. Groesbeck

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 632-1771 or 634-7515

LUFKIN, TX
Timberland Dr. Church of Christ

912 S. Timberland Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.
 Evangelists: Harold Hancock

James W. Adams
634-7110 or 632-7070

MANSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ

1820 E. Debbie Lane

P.O. Box 165
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening  6: 00  A.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.                    
         

Evangelist:  Bobby Holmes
(817) 277-9186 or 

(972) 262-3818

MESQUITE, TX
(East Dallas)

Westlake Church of Christ
427 Gross Rd., 75149

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Haley
(972) 285-1610

MIDLAND, TX
Midland Church of Christ

3416 Thomason
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

694-3482 or 683-6725

NACOGDOCHES, TX
Mound & Starr Church of Christ

1439 N. Mound St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Randy Harshbarger

ODESSA, TX
Crescent Park Church of Christ

1415 Royalty
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Paul Smith
(915) 362-1777 or 366-5071

PLANO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)

Spring Creek Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 398-3221 or 231-3748

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Church of Christ in Valley-Hi

(Near Lackland AFB)
4302 SW Loop 410

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(210) 674-4188 or 628-1018

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Pecan Valley Church of Christ

268 Utopia (IH 37 S.E.
Exit Pecan Valley)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Byron Gage
(210) 337-6143 or 662-9336

SAN MARCOS, TX
San Marcos Church of Christ

2660 Hunter Road
P.O. Box 669

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Afternoon 2: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: George W. Slover
(512) 396-2399 or 353-0364

SHERMAN, TX

ALLEN, TX
Church of Christ
303 E. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Foy W. Vinson
424-5766

ALVARADO,TX
I-35 Church of Christ

(E. Service Rd. of I-35, North of 
Alvarado)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship  11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(817) 783-6308 or 790-7253

ALVIN, TX
House St. Church of Christ

516 W. House St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry R. Osborne
(713) 331-4953 or

331-9305

ANGELTON, TX
Kiber St. Church of Christ

P.O. Box 1162
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Moore
(409) 849-6246

AUSTIN, TX
Cedar Park Church of Christ
Brushy Crk. Rd. & Mustange

Cedar Park, Texas
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Everett
(512) 259-0924 or 219-6816

AUSTIN, TX
Wonsley Dr. Church of Christ

507 E. Wonsley Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff  Smith
(512) 990-7158 or 836-8532

Wonsleycoc@ao1.com

BAYTOWN, TX
Pruett and Lobit Church of Christ

701 North Pruett St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Larry Hafley
(281) 422-5926 or 421-7367

BAYTOWN, TX
East Side Church of Christ

2100 James Bowie
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tony Mauck
(281) 427-8729 or 837-9259

BEAUMONT, TX
Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ

3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Max Dawson
& Edwin Crozier
(409) 866-1996

BEAUMONT, TX
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES

ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

Westwood Village
 Church of Christ

314 N. Tolbert
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Fred Watkins
(903) 868-2809, 893-3637

TAYLOR, TX
South Loop Highway 79

Church of Christ
Route 2, Box 136B

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: John H. Crow
(512) 365-7058

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TEMPLE, TX
Leon Valley Church of Christ

4404 Twin City Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Stroud
(254) 939-0682 or 774-7551

TEMPLE, TX
Southside Church of Christ

2003 S. 5th
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Haynes
773-0931

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER MONTH

WEST COLUMBIA, TX
Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: David Weaks
(409) 345-3818

THE WOODLANDS, TX
Woodlands Church of Christ

P.O. Box 7664-77380
3987 Wellman Road

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

367-2099 or 367-1235

KAYSVILLE, UT
137 S. Flint St.

Bible Classes 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

For info. call (801) 544-1401
 or 451-4582

OGDEN, UT
Ogden Church of Christ

910 23rd St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(801) 394-1397
Bilingual English and Spanish

ANNANDALE, VA
Annandale Church of Christ

Washington, D.C. Area
4709 Ravensworth Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Contact: Floyd Chappelear
256-5543 or 830-0164

CHESAPEAKE, VA
Tidewater Church of Christ

217 Taxus St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Schlosser
(757) 479-5658 or 436-6900

CHESTER, VA
Chester Church of Christ

12100 Winfree St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Crowder
796-2374 or 530-2285

CHESTER, VA
Rivermont Church of Christ

2316 E. Hundred Rd.
(2 mi. W. of Hopewell on Hwy. 10,  

5 ½ mi. E, I-95, exit 61A)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert S. Swain
(804) 530-1764

NEWPORT NEWS, VA
Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ

315 Harpersville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Aaron Burleson
(757) 877-6264 or 838-5374

POUND, VA
Church of Christ

U.S. 23, 3 mi. S. of Pound
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.
Evangelist:  Daniel Holloway

(703) 796-5767

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER YEAR
$95.00 PER QUARTER

RICHMOND, VA
Forest Hill Church of Christ

1208 W. 41st St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Jack Bise, Jr.
(804) 233-5959

RICHMOND, VA
West End

4909 Patterson Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evang.: Michael W. McLemore
(804) 358-7933, 320-3948

or 750-2873

RIDGEWAY, VA
Church of Christ (Rd. 750)

2273 Old Leaksville Rd. 
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Tom Knight - 956-3637
Webster Ford - 956-3093
Jamie Hinds - 956-4651

ROANOKE, VA
Blue Ridge Church of Christ

Blue Ridge Mall, Unit 16
9 mi. E. of Roanoke, Rt. 460

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Call:  Larry Powell
(540) 992-5912 or

Building (540) 977-1277

STAFFORD, VA
Ruby Church of Christ

5 mi. S. of Stafford
US Rt. 1 - P.O. Box 1524

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(540) 373-9466
or 972-2598

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Virginia Beach Church of Christ

Pembrook Manor
Recreation Building

4452 Hinsdale St.
P.O. Box 8693 (23450)

Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(804) 486-6639 or 486-6245
www.vb-churchofChrist.com

BELLINGHAM, WA
Northside Church of Christ

5201 Northwest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Price
(360) 354-7867 or 384-1807

BREMERTON, WA
Church of Christ

500 Pleasant Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.

Elders: Howard Reagan
Harold Trimble, Otto Spieth, Scott 

Saario
377-5622

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TACOMA, WA
Manitou Church of Christ

4806 So. 66th St.
(P.O. Box 7523, 98407)

Sunday 9: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(253) 759-7875
(425) 557-9242

Voice Mail: (253) 752-5616

Barrio Colon
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 8: 00  P.M.

(54) 51-561645 or 219123
Evangelist: Carlos Gatti

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta

Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 A Ave. N.E. T2E ISI

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Derek Chambers
(403) 276-8088 

Services in English and Spanish

CANADA
Jordan, Ontario, Loriso
Jordan Church of Christ
2863 Regional Road 81

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(905) 562-4739, 685-3896

CANADA
Hamilton, Ontario

33 Highcliffe
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Monday    7: 00  P.M.

Closest Church to Toronto
Steve Rudd, Evangelist

(905) 575-8437

JAPAN
Okinawa, Japan

Mid-Island Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Call 645-6334, 622-5163 
for information

WEST GERMANY
Kaiserslautern Area

Ramstein Church of Christ
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(06371) 17049 or 44529

HELP
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR 

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

Greenbag Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeremy Joy
(304) 292-3276 or 296-9793

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ

210 Cedar St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Brian Price
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Roberts Ridge Church of Christ

Rd. 2 - Box 368-A
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Sam Wood (304) 845-2202
Ray Crow (304) 845-8098

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOU
PLACE OF WORSHIP

THIS SPACE
$25.00 PER QUARTER

$95.00 PER YEAR

PARKERSBURG, WV
Marrtown Church of Christ

825 Marrtown Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 861-0342 or 422-7458

RAVENSWOOD, WV
Church of Christ
1101 Gallatin St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Christian
273-0261 or 273-3267

MILWAUKEE, WI
Metropolitan Church of Christ
1029 S. 58th St., P.O. Box 14187

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Girardot
257-3035

Church: 258-8520

ARGENTINA, Cordoba
Iglesia de Cristo

Pasaje Alicante 2431

VANCOUVER, WA
Church of Christ

Temp. at Sara J. Anderson School, 
2215 N.E. 104th St.

P.O. Box 2488, Zip 98668
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00  A.M.

(360) 687-9196
(360) 263-2168

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

YAKIMA, WA
W. Washington Ave. Church of Christ

902 W. Washington Ave.
Conservative

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(509) 248-8190 or 248-5614

BECKLEY, WV
Church of Christ
100 Carriage Dr.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Weldon E. Warnock
(304) 252-8108 or 255-1136

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

522 Daugherty St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 346-2112

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

873 Oakwood Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 342-5637

CLARKSBURG, WV
Westside Church of Christ

Davison Run Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 782-2132

FAIRMONT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ

934 East Park Avenue
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 366-4523 or 449-1495

MORGANTOWN, WV
Glen Oaks Church of Christ

3130
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see “How Do You Do It?” on p. 568
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How Do You Do It?
Stephen French

How do you do it? This question, which refers to living and dealing 
daily with a tragedy and adversity in our lives, has been asked of me 
many times since July 1997 when my wife, Kathy, died in an auto ac-
cident. It is a question that I answer with confidence by simply saying, 
“I trust the Lord and he helps me through.” And for me this explana-
tion is sufficient. But of late this statement has come to task with the 
question of “how” do you trust in the Lord to receive this help? “How 
do you do it?” This question has come by way of others who have suf-
fered loss, have been betrayed by their mates, or suffered adversity. 
And it has made me stop and examine “how do you do it.” I will try to 
give an answer here as I can usually collect my thoughts better when 
they are written down.

First let me say that even though it has been over a year since 
Kathy went home there are still 
days when I have to “push back” 
from the job and activities that 
we did and let the Lord take 
over and “get me through the 
day.” There are and probably 
always will be times when the 
emptiness will creep in and try 
to take over. This emptiness can 
be triggered by a place we used 
to go, by a song we sing in the 
worship, by accidently laying my 
hand on the empty seat beside 
me in worship, or the hardship of 
another brother or sister who is 
hurting. I say these things to help 
you understand that “doing it,” 
making it through each day, can 
be and often is a challenge, that it takes effort, continually, to not let 
hurt and emptiness pull us down but rather stay the course. To keep 
the faith it takes effort to attain heaven alive and strong. This can only 
be done by believing, unwaveringly, in God and having total trust 
and confidence that he will see you through what ever your hurt is. 
Always remember that God does not abandon us, rather it is we who 
abandon him, and for a Christian, whether we realize it or not, when 
we abandon him is when we abandon hope and almost any chance 
of recovering from our hurt.
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see “False Witnessing” on p. 568 

EditorialEditorial

False Witnessing
Mike Willis

The ninth of the Ten Commandments reads, “Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbour” (Exod. 20:16). Whereas the primary thrust 
of this commandment addresses the testimony that is given in legal 
cases, we should not limit its application to such things. In a positive 
statement, this passage commands men to give accurate and truthful 
testimony about one’s fellow man in every aspect of life and, in this 
respect, its application is universal.

When one looks at the Ten Commandments as a positive statement 
of life principles look at what they say:

Thou shalt not kill: one should respect the life of his neighbor.
Though shall not commit adultery: one should respect the marriage/

family of his neighbor.
Thou shalt not steal: one should respect the property of his neigh-

bor.

In the same way, “Thou shall not bear false witness” emphasizes two 
truths: (1) Always tell the truth about one’s neighbor and (2) Do nothing 
that destroys his good name.

Giving False Witness Is A Sin
We notice the seriousness of giving false witness against someone by 

observing these facts about what happens when one gives or repeats 
false testimony against someone:

1. It is a sin against God. God is the one who commanded, “Thou shalt 
not bear false witness against thy neighbour” (Exod. 20:16). He who 
disobeys this commandment disobeys God.

2. It is a sin against the person whose reputation is destroyed thereby. 
Jesus said, “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets” 
(Matt. 7:12). Surely among the violations of “do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you” is included the violation of bearing false witness 
against one’s neighbor. 

The false testimony in court can result in serious consequences rang-
ing from imprisonment, to punitive damage, and even death. False 
testimony told around the kitchen table can destroy a person’s reputa-
tion, his ability to earn a living, his family relationship, his relationship 
with his friends, etc. Surely one who gives false testimony against his 
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continued next page

James R. Cope
Connie W. Adams

The death of James R. Cope leaves a huge empty place in the lives of 
many people besides his own family. Several tributes to him have already 
appeared and I am sure more will follow. Each writer has his own story 
to tell about brother Cope and that reflects the nature of the man who 
touched so many lives in a personal way. My remarks will show the same 
personal feelings from my own perspective.

I was a sophomore at Florida Christian College when brother Cope 
began his work as president of the school. At 32, he was the youngest 
college president in America.

But he was more than a college administrator. He was outstanding 
gospel preacher and a superb classroom teacher. It was a great loss for 
students when administrative duties forced him from the classroom. The 
challenges of putting a fledgling young school on solid educational and 
economic ground were enormous. He never lost sight of the purpose of 
the school and the line which had to be drawn between the school and 
the church.

When the crisis came in the mid-fifties over institutionalism and some 
board members and even faculty declared their opposition to the direc-
tion in which he was leading the college, he never wavered or blinked 
and made it clear that his soul was not for sale. The majority of the board 
stood by him. Such a decision took a heavy toll in financial support and 
in the pool from which students were drawn. There was a critical time 
when even the future existence of the school hung in the balance. But 
friends and even business people in the Tampa area who saw the value 
of the school and its goals rallied to its aid. The crisis passed and things 
gradually improved until the school reached its academic goals and was 
situated more firmly financially.

Those years demonstrated a willingness to face head on issues and 
controversies of the day. Annual lecture programs featured lively open 
forums in which such issues were vigorously discussed. James R. Cope 
was often found on the floor clarifying some point or contending for his 
conviction. Those of us who were a witness to these events will never 
forget them.

Brother Cope (I never called him “Jim” nor shall I ever refer to him that 
way) had a very warm personal side. My own father who had very little 
formal education felt perfectly at ease with this man who could “walk 
with kings, nor ever lose the common touch.” His east Tennessee rearing 
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never left him. He was a delight to have as a guest in our 
home. He could kick off his shoes and unwind after a 
service. Someone said he was so relaxed he could “wear” 
a chair. He could go out in the yard and shoot baskets 
with the boys (I saw him do this when he was well past 
50). He loved to hear and tell good jokes. He used to tell 
some to students in chapel before going back to classes. 
Once, when Weldon Warnock, my brother Wiley and I 
were doing a show one afternoon to raise money for 
tennis courts, we talked him into helping us with a stage 
joke. He was disguised until the very end when I asked 
for a hand for our assistant and the audience was greatly 
surprised to learn it was the school president.

He held a meeting in Akron, Ohio at Brown Street while 
we lived there. One night I sat down beside him on the 
front row just before time to begin. He was looking over 
a brief outline for his sermon that night. It was written 
by hand on a jagged piece of a paper sack. I kidded him 
that it did look like the president of a college could have 
a more prestigious looking outline. He grinned and said, 
“Aw, it works fine this way.”

Near the end of my sophomore year, he called me into 
his office one day to tell me he knew that Barbara Colley 
and I planned to marry that summer and that my folks 
were hard pressed to help me settle my school bill for 
that year. He said he knew a man who might be willing to 

help me on that but that he did not want to be identified. 
During the summer I was in a meeting in the panhandle 
of Florida when a letter came from brother Cope which 
said that this unnamed man had settled my account. 
To this day I do not know who the man was, but it was 
brother Cope who made this come together for me and 
I shall always be grateful.

One of my deep regrets is that the year he retired as 
president, I was not able to make a speech. He had per-
sonally requested that I do so. That year we had my aging 
parents with us and it was just not possible to go.

In an age when conviction and principle are in short 
supply, we could use a few men of the stature of James 
R. Cope. What did I learn from James R. Cope? “Buy the 
truth and sell it not” (Prov. 23:23). “Earnestly contend for 
the faith once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). “That you 
should learn in us not to think of men above that which is 
written” (1 Cor. 4:6). From his years as editor of Preceptor 
I learned that men of principle can deal with controversy 
with restraint and dignity while pressing truth and expos-
ing error. I also learned from brother Cope that the church 
for which Jesus died is far more important than all the 
institutions built by men, however noble the intentions 
of those who started them.

To Connie, Cathy, Butch and their families, our deepest 
sympathies are expressed along with heartfelt thanks for 

Baker’s Bible Atlas
by Charles F. Pfeiffer

Maps and photographs complement the text’s emphasis  
on geography as it follows the narrative from Genesis to  
Revelation.

Price — $24.99

Call Truth Bookstore: 1-800-428-
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echoes those same words in 2 Timothy 2:20. But we can 
see from Romans 9:21 that there are also vessels of honor 
and of mercy in Romans 9:23.

We Are Individual Vessels Made By God
God has molded each one of us into a vessel. But he 

has given each of us a mind of our own to either respect 
our maker (the Potter), or reject him. The choice is entirely 
left up to us. That is why it is so important for us to realize 
that had it not been for “the Potter,” we would not even 
be here today. There fore, knowing this, why is it that so 
many still choose not to honor the very one who allowed 
us this oppor tunity to live and enjoy our short time on 
this beautiful earth that he also created? We can become 
honorable vessels unto the Lord by heeding the call. Paul 
says in Romans 9:23-24: “And that he might make known 
the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he 
had afore prepared unto glory, even us, whom he hath 
called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?” One 
heeds the call of God by simply obeying his command-
ments (John 14:15). 

Characteristics of An Honorable Vessel
The characteristics of an honorable vessel is that one 

is sanctified, fit for use, and prepared for all good works. 
This is what the apostle Paul tells Timothy in 2 Timothy 
2:21: “If a man therefore purge himself from these, he 
shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the 
master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.” One 
must purge himself from evil and join himself with doing 
the things of honor, approved unto God almighty! Then 
when one proves himself to be a vessel of honor unto the 
Lord certain glory will result as Paul said in Romans 9:23. 
What is that glory? The same glory as Paul was sensing 
when he told Timothy, “Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righ teousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

The Potter and His Vessels
Richie Thetford

There is a song we sing from time to time entitled 
“Have Thine Own Way.” The first stanza of the song says 
“Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! Thou 
art the Potter; I am the clay. Mold me and make me Af-
ter Thy will, While I am waiting, Yielded and still.” What 
a beautiful song this is and when we as God’s creation 
fully realize and understand that we are simply God’s 
vessels and that he is the Potter (our maker), then we can 
humble ourselves to the point of doing whatever service 
we have been molded to do for the Lord!

The Vessels of God
God is truly our Potter. We can read this in the book of 

Jeremiah 18 verses 1-12, and also in Romans 9:22 where 
Paul says, “What if God, willing to show his wrath, and to 
make his power known, endured with much longsuffer-
ing the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction . . .” Here, 
Paul likens us to the vessels of God and that is truly what 
we are. Have you ever noticed a potter working with 
his clay, molding that clay into a fine vessel? There is a 
lot of time and patience that is involved in the potter’s 
work. Likewise, God has spent much time and effort in 
the creation of his vessels, you and me. In the verses 
pointed out above in Jeremiah and in Romans we can 
read where God is long-suffering with his vessels and 
does the very best he can with them. It is through us (his 
vessels) that we can see the riches of God’s glory. “And 
that he might make known the riches of his glory on 
the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto 
glory” (Rom. 9:23).

There are all kinds of vessels out there. There are some 
vessels of wrath (Rom 9:22), and there are even dishonor-
able vessels. Paul says, “Hath not the potter power over 
the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto 
honour, and another unto dishonour?” (Rom. 9:21). He 

God has molded each one of us into a vessel. But he has given each of us a 
mind of our own to either respect our maker (the Potter), or reject him.
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judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:8). 
When we prove ourselves a worthy vessel, one that is 
serving the purpose that God designed for us to do, then 
we can enjoy a life eternal with God our Potter. But when 
we decide to do our own thing and rebel against our 
maker then our end is certain destruction (Rom. 9:22). 

There is a certain attitude that is expressed by those 
who permit their sermons to be handed down to poster-
ity. There is also a certain attitude expressed by those who 
refuse to have their sermons recorded.

Some Voices Are No Longer Heard
There is a great deal of regret in the realization that 

the articulation, the vocalization (with all the subtle nu-
ances of speech) of past preachers is lost forever. Whether 
eloquent (as T.B. Larimore was reputed to be) or coarse 
(as “Racoon” John Smith and J.D. Tant no doubt were, at 
times), their tongues are no longer heard. What a thrill 
it would be to call into existence by electronic recording 
some of the distinct sermons that provided dramatic 
turning points in the history of American churches. The 
“Restoration” preaching that is retained in periodicals is 
fascinating reading as we look over the pioneers’ shoul-
ders, watching them work their way out of sectarian error 
into the pure light of truth. Pivotal events in the history 
of God’s people in America are with us in print, but not 
with the distinct imprint which oral preaching carries. 
One such event that comes to mind would be the famous 
sermon by Alexander Campbell on “The Law,” in which 
he began to make the scriptural distinction between 
the Old and New Testaments, earthshaking in its day and 
circumstances. Audio and video presentations would 
add a compelling (though not venerated) dimension to 
sermons which remain today only in printed form. How 
would you enjoy hearing Campbell preach that sermon 
today, Benjamin Franklin speak on “That Which Is Right 
and Cannot Be Wrong,” or listen to T.B. Larrimore lecture 
his “boys” in by-gone classes in Mars Hill, Alabama?

The printing press, so far beyond parchment in tech-
nology, does not equal today’s revolution in forms of 
communication. The pioneers, having only primitive 
and labor intensive forms of printing, were nevertheless 
dedicated to getting their message into print. One can 

Why not let “The Potter” (God) have his own way with 
his vessel (you and me)?

“Attitudes Toward Preaching” Series

“Watch Those Tape-recorders”

A great deal of the preaching of pioneer America is 
preserved in books and periodicals brought down to 
us in printed form. Through modern technology, we 
are blessed to have access to portions of books, articles, 
sermons, and debates. Among churches of Christ, the 
names of those preachers who lived a generation or 
more ago have become household names due to their 
extant works. Thomas and Alexander Campbell, Barton 
W. Stone, Moses Lard, T.B. Larimore, Walter Scott, and 
Benjamin Franklin, to name but a few, are still with us. 
Enormous benefit is received by those taking the time 
to locate, access and read the material from men of a 
past generation who gave themselves to a study and 
delivery of God’s word. Indeed, some of the best writing, 
most deliberate thinking, and clearest exposition of the 
gospel outside of inspired literature has been preserved 
in this fashion. At the same time, much of that literature 
has become our primer as we seek to avoid the mistakes 
of those among them who became dissatisfied with the 
appeal to the “old paths,” the “ancient order” (Jer. 6:16; 
18:15; Prov. 22:28) and turned into denominationalism. 
For good or ill, they, being dead, yet speak (Heb. 11:4). It 
is a distinct blessing to have access to the wisdom from 
past generations. However, if some brethren have their 
way, there will be less recorded literature, not more. Ob-
jections are being raised to gospel oriented magazines 
and electronic recordings as though they are responsible 
for presumed bad attitudes among brethren.

Tom M. Roberts
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only imagine today how long it might have taken to 
put into print a single sermon, using those techniques. 
But volumes and volumes of books, periodicals, tracts, 
debates, and articles remain with us today. Undoubtedly, 
early preachers in America knew the value of the printed 
page and spent considerable time, effort and money to 
record and distribute their preaching. They believed that 
truth should be preached, published and preserved. Like 
Paul, they were intensely interested in their “books and 
parchments” (2 Tim. 4:13). Belief leads to proclamation: 
“We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is 
written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also 
believe, and therefore speak” (2 Cor. 4:13). Both inspired 
and uninspired men were eager, even resolute, in their 
determination to pass knowledge of Scripture to suc-
ceeding generations. This is eminently scriptural: “And 
the things that you have heard from me among many 
witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able 
to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:2).

Some Voices Will Never Be Heard
Conversely, however, some today are mightily afraid 

of electronic recordings. They pale at the thought of tape 
recorders, turning vicious at the very suggestion. In fact, 
the very presence of tape recorders will raise hackles 
among some modern preachers and bring discussions 
to an abrupt halt. When a request is made to tape record 
a study session, suspicions and misgivings are expressed 
as to motives! “Put up your tape recorders, folks. We don’t 
intend to allow anything we say to be put on tape!” It is 
anathema to some to record study sessions, discussions 
between brethren, debates and sermons. As resolute as 
the pioneers were to pass their knowledge on to another 
generation, today’s tape-shy preachers are just as reso-
lute to keep silent. 

Is it out of order to question, “Why?” Are some un-
willing to put their doctrines to the test of public and 
permanent inquiry? Are there “change agents” who 
cringe from documentation of change? Jesus warned: 
“And this is the condemnation, that the light has come 
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing 

evil hates the light and does not come to the light, 
lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does 
the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may 
be clearly seen, that they have been done in God” 
(John 3:19-21). The nature of the gospel is that of 
spiritual light and God intended that it shine forth 
brightly so that men in darkness could see. There 
has to be some obvious conclusions one reaches 
when confronted with men who do not want their 
beliefs and teachings to be in the public domain. 
This is not unwarranted judging or evil surmising; 
examples establish precedent.

Foy E. Wallace, Jr. came to hate tape recorders. 
Few excelled him, we are told, in the art of preaching 
and polemics. It is a personal source of regret that I never 
heard brother Foy preach in person. As a young boy, I 
heard his father preach at Kilgore, Texas, and have heard 
later generations of Wallaces (Paul, Tom and William), but 
never Foy, Jr. In the early years of his prime, it took a reel-
to-reel recorder to contain his longer sermons, but most 
people agreed that Foy’s eloquence made long sermons 
seem short. A recent compilation of brother Wallace’s 
material has been made available on CDs and is a boon to 
Bible students. However, after brother Wallace made his 
change in doctrinal position in which he aligned himself 
with institutionalism and liberalism, he often refused his 
audiences the privilege to tape his sermons. One preacher 
told me that Foy announced to a congregation in Denton, 
Texas (after seeing some recorders in the audience) that 
everyone was to shut off their tapes. He said (not verba-
tim), “If you have had as much trouble as I have had with 
tape recorders, you would understand.” Yes, the older Foy 
did not like the tapes because they proved the change in 
doctrine from the younger Foy. 

Excuses For Outlawing Tape Recorders
Given the fact that tapes of lessons provide a fair, open 

and complete record of statements for all concerned, why 
would anyone object to their use? It has been alleged 
by those wary of recordings that (1) tape recordings will 
be misused, (2) that impure motives stimulate the use of 
recorders, or that (3) tape recorders are out of place. We 
have heard:

1. Tape Recordings will be misused:

“The format of our ‘school’ (class, discussion group, 
etc.) is to encourage free speech and the speakers will be 
inhibited if everything they say is recorded.”

  
“I have been lied about in the past and I don’t want 

my material copied since some will use it to spread more 
lies.”

“There is no telling where this will end up or who will 
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hear it.”

2. Impure motives stimulate the use of recorders:  

“I don’t know what use you intend to make of my 
material.”

“I may be misrepresented.”

“You have an ulterior motive in wishing to tape this 
discussion.”

“You just want to smear my reputation.”

“You just want to transcribe the tape and spread it 
around for others to have copies.”

“Something I say may be taken out of context.”

3. Tape Recorders are out of place:

“This discussion is just between brethren. Why do you 
need to record it?”

“Let’s keep this off the record.”
  
“Don’t you have anything better to do than to sit 

around listening to tapes?”

“This meeting is private and we want to be able to 
‘think out loud’ without fearing that our comments will 
be spread around.”

Reasons Why Tape Recordings Are Profitable
More compelling evidence of past statements can 

scarce be found than the author’s own voice. Unbiased 
and impartial, one’s own voice will present the best 
evidence of what one intended to say. Tape recorders or 
video tapes provide us with a valuable tool to record, dis-
seminate and recall (for future use) the fruit of our labors. 
Why would any preacher, sure that he has preached the 
truth of God’s word, hesitate even one moment to have 
his voice recorded? If truth be told, why not spread it as 
far, as wide, as timeless and unchanging as technology 
permits? Why keep secret that which teaches the truth? 
Why cringe from shouting truth from the housetops? 
Again, we have scriptural precedent.

Of Jesus ministry, he said, “I spoke openly to the world. 
I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where 
the Jews always meet, and in secret I have said nothing” 
(John 18:20).

To his disciples, Jesus taught, “For no one does any-
thing in secret while he himself seeks to be known openly. 
If You do these things, show Yourself to the world” (John 
7:4). Again, “No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a 

secret place or under a basket, but on a lampstand, that 
those who come in may see the light” (Luke 11:33).

Do False Brethren Change the Situation?
“But,” it is complained, “Some brethren are unscrupu-

lous and I am afraid to have them tape what I say.” 

Then, brother, explain to me about Jesus and his crit-
ics, the Pharisees, Sadducees, and scribes. Oh, yes, those 
dreadful scribes. They recorded things! All these groups 
lied about Jesus’ character (Matt. 10:25), misquoted him 
(John 19:3), slandered him (Matt. 11:19) and used every 
dirty trick in the books to deceive the people about Jesus. 
His answer was to speak in public and to tell his disciples 
to do the same. If unscrupulous miscreants’ false deeds 
justify secrecy, why did Jesus speak openly? 

Folks, isn’t it obvious that when one confronts an un-
scrupulous liar, a dishonest libeler, one given to slander 
and defamation of character (imagine the worst-case 
scenario, if you will) that the best protection of personal 
integrity is a taped recording of what actually transpired? 
(We don’t have inspiration like Jesus did, to “tape record” 
his message. But tape recorders will suffice for modern 
purposes!) Is a man dishonest? Tape your speech. Will 
he misrepresent you? Tape your discussion. Will he take 
your words out of context? Tape what you say, fully. Will 
he malign and vilify your motives? Present the evidence 
in your own words. What does truth have to fear? Richard 
Nixon stated, unequivocally, “I am not a crook.” His own 
words, recorded in the Oval Office, convicted him. Had 
he been telling the truth, his own words would have 
vindicated him.

“But who knows where this will go and where it will 
end up?” 

Who cares, if you are teaching the truth? When the 
Holy Spirit caused the Bible to be written, who knew 
where it would go or where it would end up? Jesus 
intended it to “go into all the world” and to teach “every 
creature” (Matt. 28:18-20). Yes, our prayer should be, and 
properly is, that the truth will circle the globe and go into 
every land. If you are engaged in a discussion where you 
state your convictions and teach the truth, why would 
you hesitate to wish that any or all could hear what you 
say? Countless thousands have been converted by tracts. 
Other thousands have been taught by video tapes and 
film strips (such as Jules Miller’s). Where I preach, audio 
tapes are made of every sermon and class I teach and 
are routinely mailed to those in the U.S. and abroad, 
upon request. Unlike the Masonic Lodge, we don’t try 
to hide what we teach. Unlike some brethren, we are 
willing to record what we believe and spread it at every 
opportunity. 

Please note that the subject under consideration 
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which is recommended for public and permanent procla-
mation is a discussion of truth. It is recognized that some 
matters do not fall into the category of doctrine and are 
outside the parameters of this study. Some congrega-
tions may tape their business meetings and the internal 
business affairs of a congregation should remain their 
own, to be used at their discretion. Sometimes tape re-
cordings are used as letters between friends and private 
correspondence of a personal and private nature should 
be respected as well. However, when doctrinal and bib-
lical matters are discussed between brethren, sound, 
scriptural evidence demands that secrecy and privacy 
be abandoned. Acts 15 is an excellent example of Bible 
study within a congregation that was made public. The 
very private sin of David with Bathsheba was forever 
emblazoned in Scripture for all the world to see. The 
sins of Corinth are public knowledge, wherever Bibles 
are read. The letters to the seven churches of Asia were 
opened to all the world, for all ages. Doctrinal matters, 
brethren, are in the public domain. No subject is taboo; 
no theme is forbidden; no field of study is restricted to 

  From An Old Preacher’s Journal

It was a beautiful Sunday in summer. The drive out 
to the little country church building was pleasant but 
uneventful. Skies were blue, the grass and trees were a 
bright green. Horses and cows were in the meadows. And 
birds were singing in the trees. In those days no one had 
air-conditioning in their cars. We drove a little slower with 
the windows down and the sights, sounds, and smells 
added to the joy of the morning.

 There was nothing much unusual about the service. 
We always had to wait ten or fifteen minutes past start-
ing time. It was customary to wait till all the straggling 
“regulars” got there.

 As usual I had the “scripture reading,” led the open-
ing prayer, preached the sermon, “waited at the table” 
and finally offered the closing prayer. The brethren were 
fine, good people, but the men were most reluctant to 
participate much in public worship. Some brethren in 

those days would come right out and say, “We got brother 
_______ comin’ down to hold services for us.” That meant 
I led every public act except the song service. They knew 
better than to ask me to lead singing!

 After services we were invited to take lunch with 
a very hospitable older couple. Much preparation for 
the meal had been done either the day before or that 
morning before services. In just a few minutes we found 
ourselves surrounding a very delightful meal. There was 
an abundant supply of vegetables, at least two meats 
and home made bread. And then we all finished up on 
cobbler, pie, or cake.

 As everyone finished their 
meal, my wife and the lady of 
the house began to clear the 
table. When our good hostess 
returned from the kitchen, she 
went around the table pouring 
all the leftover tea from all of 
our glasses back into the tea 
pitcher! With that she held up the pitcher and with some 
satisfaction declared, “Oh good, we have enough tea left 
over for supper”!

  Suffice it to say, that evening my wife and I both 
decided that just a glass of water would taste good. We 

 No More Tea, Thanks

Training Up a Child
Gwendolyn M. Webb used the Bible as her 

primary guide in preparing this poular work.

Hardback — $18.95
Paper — $10.95
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The Christian’s outlook is different 
from the world. His values are  

different, his goals are different,  
and his philosophy of life is differ-

Joppa
Mike Willis

 The Mediterranean has dominated Israel’s life and 
civilization throughout the ages. Most of Israel’s wealth 
comes from this busy, densely populated strip near Tel 
Aviv and from the farms of the well-watered Sharon plain, 
running north to south just inland from the sea. Tel Aviv 
is a modern city, less than 100 years old. Over one million 
people live within the boundaries of greater Tel Aviv, but 
before 1909 this area was a wasteland, a barren stretch 
of sand. 

Jaffa (Joppa)
 The word “Jaffa” is derived from the Hebrew word 

yapo that means “pretty or lovely.” Modern Jaffa conveys 
little sense of its long history. 
The earliest remains here date 
back to the 18th century B.C. 
In the 12th century B.C., Jaffa 
became part of the Israelite 
kingdom, and the Old Testa-
ment makes mention of the 
town several times. Under 
Solomon it was developed 
as the principal port for the 
Jewish capital, Jerusalem. 

Here are some biblical 
events and facts that are re-
lated to Joppa.

The city was in the terri-
tory of the tribe of Dan when 
the Land was divided under 
Joshua (see map of the Twelve Tribes of Israel).

David conquered the area during his reign when he 
took control of land occupied by the Philistines (the area 
from Joppa to Gaza).

Solomon used the city as a port city for receiving 

cedars from Hiram, king of Tyre (2 Chron. 2:16). It was 
an harbor in the times of Ezra (3:7). Therefore, Jaffa was 
the port city for Jerusalem some 35 miles away. In New 
Testament times, Jaffa has been replaced as the major 
port by Caesarea on the coast, which was constructed 
by Herod the Great.

Jonah fled through Joppa toward Tarshish (Jon. 1:3). 
There Jonah boarded a boat headed to Tarshish, leading 
to his being swallowed by a great fish.

It was conquered by Herod the Great (37-4 B.C.).

It was destroyed by Vespa-
sian in the overthrow of the 
Jewish rebellion leading to 
the destruction of Jerusalem 
in A.D. 70.

Peter raised Dorcas from the 
dead (Acts 9:36-42). 

Peter was living with Simon 
the tanner beside the sea (Acts 
9:43) when servants from the 
house of Cornelius came to 
him from Caesarea (about 30 
miles north). There he had his 
vision of the sheet let down 
from heaven full of clean and 
unclean items (Acts 10).

The 12th and 13th centuries A.D. saw frequent inva-
sions as successive Crusaders, including Richard the 
Lion-hearted, were beaten off. From that time until the 
British entered Jaffa in November 1917, Jaffa was Arab. 
By the start of the 20th century, a few Jewish refuges 
had settled among the Arabs of Jaffa. Jaffa is the oldest 
still-functioning seaport in the world.
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The 1947 U.N. Partition Plan placed Jaffa in an Arab 
state, and Tel Aviv in a Jewish one. Following the 1948 
Proclamation of the State of Israel, Jaffa’s Arabs launched 
a full-scale military attack on Tel-Aviv. They were defeated 
and many fled. Today only a small number of residents 
are Arab. The community is a lovely community with a 
beautiful view of the Mediterranean Sea in the site tradi-
tionally said to be where Peter raised Dorcas.

Join Mike and Sandy Willis
 

For A Fourteen-Day Trip to Greece and Turkey
Featuring Paul’s Second Missionary Journey

 
March 15-29, 2000

 
In this unforgettable trip, we will visit the key places of Paul’s second missionary journey — Philippi, 
Thessalonica, Athens, Corinth, and Ephesus. In our Greek island cruise we will visit Rhodes and 
Patmos, among other places. On this trip we will visit Philippi where Paul converted Lydia and 
later was beaten and jailed before converting the jailer. We will travel to Thessalonica, where Paul 
established a church that was the recipient of two New Testament letters. We will go to Athens 
to see where Paul spoke at Mars Hill. We will visit Corinth, where Paul labored for 18 months and 
established a church. The visit to Ephesus will feature one of the best archaeological remains of 
Bible lands. But, more than that, your heart will be moved when you see the places where such 
significant events as Paul’s imprisonment, the speech on Mars Hall, the riot at Ephesus, and such 
like things occurred.

Traveling with Christians in one of life’s most pleasant experiences. Living together for fourteen 
days builds friendships that last well beyond the trip.

Join me for my fourth Bible lands tour since 1996. The weather in March will be pleasant. The 
accommodations provided by Nawas are excellent. They are a reputable company that provides 
excellent accommodations, giving careful attention to the safety and enjoyment of those travel-
ing.

For further information contact:

6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123 mwillis1@compuserve.
com

The old port of 
Joppa. This is where 
Jonah boarded a boat 
on his way to Tarsh-

ish.

Mike Willis, 6567 Kings Ct., Avon, IN 46123 , 317-272-0506
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I can’t remember the feeling of someone despising my 
youth, making me feel as if my ideas were the dumbest 
thing they had ever heard in their life. Older Christians 
can get so set in their ways that they will not move an 
inch. I am not talking about doctrinal issues. I am the first 
to be unmoved when someone wants to go against the 
word of God. What I am speaking of are matters of opin-
ion, where we have choices. I have all but been told that 
I should keep my mouth shut because I was a “babe in 
Christ.” I have heard people use the term “Young Christian” 
with such a tone you would think they were saying the 
worst two words ever spoken. All Christians should show 
respect to other Christians, no matter what age they are 
or how long they have been Christians.

These are by no means all the reasons why young 
people leave the church. However, they are some of the 
top reasons I have heard from those who have left.

Each member of the Lord’s church need to take a long, 
hard look at himself and see if he is the person that is try-
ing to keep the young people in the church or is he one 

Where Have All the Young  
People Gone?

Greg Groves

The above question is a hard one to ask because it 
requires us to look at ourselves and see if we are doing 
something wrong. We have to find the reason why once 
faithful young people are turning away from the Lord’s 
church in greater and greater numbers.

So, why are the young people leaving? Is it because 
they are not taught the way they should live? In some 
cases that is true, you can look at the lives of the parents 
and see that spiritual things were not first in their lives 
and hence it is not first in the lives of their children. If this 
is the case, both parents and children need to remember 
that we are to seek the kingdom of God first (Matt. 6:33). 
No matter what others are doing around us, we are to 
follow Christ.

However, that is not always the case. There are children 
who turn away from the truth even though their parents 
have never faltered once. What is the cause for them turn-
ing away? An unloving environment has been the cause 
of some turning away. They feel as if their fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ couldn’t care less about them. Sadly, 
the only time some Christians are caring is after someone 
has left the church. We, as Christians, need to make sure 
that we show concern and caring about our fellow Chris-
tians. We need to get to know one another. Remember, 
we are commanded to “rejoice with those who rejoice 
and weep with those who weep” (Rom. 12:15). We can’t 
do that if we don’t know one another.

In 1 Timothy 4:12, Paul told Timothy, “Let no one 
despise your youth, but be an example to the believers 
in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” I 
am not so far removed from being a young person that 

We, as Christians, need to make sure that we show concern and caring  
about our fellow Christians. We need to get to know one another.

Faith and the Faith
by Roy Cogdill

Full-length sermons on various aspects of faith.
Price — $6.95

who is running them off.

201 N. Fulton St., Butler, Missouri 64730
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either a divorced bride or groom, 
and 38% of weddings are between 
two divorced persons, a new study 
shows.

The report released by the con-
servative Tennessee Family Institute, 
is based on marriage data from the 
past 20 years.

Research analyst Roger Abram-
son, who wrote the report, said 
the numbers reflect a societal shift 
toward placing less importance on 
the institution of marriage.

The institution of marriage gener-
ally is in a weaker state now than 
it was (20 years ago) because 
people don’t view marriage as 
the commitment they once did,” 
Abramson said. “We now have 
a state with a significant group 
of people where families are torn 
apart for no other reason than they 
just want to.

The attitudes reflected in these 
studies affect God’s people too. We 
live in a world that shapes and molds 
the weaker ones to be like it (Rom. 
12:1-3). Thus, it behooves us to con-
tinually teach about the importance 
of marriage.

Marriage Was Created By God
Marriage is not a creation of man-

kind, but of God himself. In the very 
beginning God saw that it was not 
good that man should be alone and 
he thus said, “I will make him a helper 
comparable to him” (Gen. 2:18). So, 
God created Eve from his rib and 
said, “Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and they shall become one 
flesh” (v. 24).This principle, stated in 
the garden, was quoted by Paul (Eph. 
5:31) and Jesus himself (Matt. 19:4-6) 
when teaching on marriage.

This institution, called marriage, 
was planned and designed by God. 
Being the author of it, God set the 
laws that are to govern this relation-
ship (Gen. 2:24; Rom. 7:2-3).

The Purpose of Marriage
The importance of marriage is 

clearly seen when we understand 
why God created it. What is the pur-
pose of marriage?

1. Companionship. When God 

The Importance of Marriage
Donnie V. Rader

Is marriage important? How you 
answer that question has everything 
to do with how you approach mar-
riage, commitment to it, and even 
divorce. In that marriage is a divine 
institution, it goes without saying 
that it is important. Another obvious 
fact is that the world’s view of mar-
riage continues to decline.

The Sunday Tennessean (June 
6, 1999) had an article on the front 
page entitled, “Importance of mar-
riage declines.” The article stated:

Divorce has become so common 
in Tennessee that almost two-
thirds of all new marriages involve 

. . . But information from the Na-
tional Center for Health Statistics 
has for years been used to predict 
that about half of new marriages 
will end in divorce.

Tennessee’s divorce rate of 6.3 per 
1,000 people is the eighth-highest 
rate in the country, according to an 
NCHS study, and state statistics 
show a growing number of Ten-
nesseans are getting married for 
their fifth and sixth time.

Husbands who view marriage as important seek to love their wives as  
themselves (Eph. 5:22-28), be understanding, honor his wife and treat  

her as the weaker vessel (1 Pet. 3:7).



Truth Magazine — September 16, 199915

saw that it was not good that man 
should be alone, he made a wife for 
him (Gen. 2:18-24).

2. Legitimately bearing children. It 
is possible to have children without 
the honor of marriage. However, to 
do so involves sin. When God created 
marriage in the beginning he said,  
“So God created man in His own im-
age; in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created 
them. Then God blessed them, and 
God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply’” (Gen. 1:27-28).

 
Paul said, “Therefore I desire that 

the younger widows marry, bear 
children, manage the house, give 
no opportunity to the adversary to 
speak reproachfully” (1 Tim. 5:14).

3. For sexual relations — to avoid 
fornication. Lest man behave as an 
animal and seek to fulfill his desire 
with any who would be willing, he 
designed marriage for the lawful 
sexual union. Paul wrote to the Cor-
inthians, 

Nevertheless, because of sexual 
immorality, let each man have his 
own wife, and let each woman 
have her own husband. Let the 
husband render to his wife the af-
fection due her, and likewise also 
the wife to her husband. The wife 
does not have authority over her 
own body, but the husband does. 
And likewise the husband does not 
have authority over his own body, 
but the wife does (1 Cor. 7:2-4).

The same apostle wrote to the He-
brews saying, “Marriage is honorable 
among all, and the bed undefiled; 
but fornicators and adulterers God 
will judge” (Heb. 13:4).

Marriage is not important if . . . 
There are several ways that one 

may not honor marriage as God 
intended. Marriage is not important 
if    . . .

1. There is sex before marriage. 
Premarital sex is not uncommon. 

Earlier in this decade the Tennessean 
reported that 63% of today’s teenag-
ers see nothing morally wrong with 
sexual relations before marriage. 
That’s scary! That means that 63% of 
the people our teenagers associate 
with see nothing wrong with sex 
before marriage. 

The Hebrew writer said that the 
marriage bed (sexual relations in 
marriage) is undefiled. However, 
the fornicator (pre-marital) and the 
adulterer (extra-marital) God will 
condemn (Heb. 13:4). Those who 
commit fornication, not only violate 
an emphatic prohibition, but have 
no respect for marriage.

2. Adultery is committed. When 
a married person goes outside the 
realm of marriage for sexual relation, 
his marriage is not important to him 
at all. We have already noted that 
Hebrews 13:4 says God will condemn 
such a person. Jesus taught that this 
unfaithful act gives the innocent 
party the right to put his mate away 
and remarry another (Matt. 5:32; 
19:9).

3. One divorces without a scrip-
tural right. When asked if a man 
could divorce his wife without a 
cause, Jesus responded with four 
reasons why the answer was “no” 
(Matt. 19:3-6). Paul taught the same 
in 1 Corin- thians 7:10-13. Jesus gave 
only one scriptural cause for divorce: 
fornication (Matt. 5:32; 19:9). When a 
person divorces for any other cause, 
he does not honor marriage or God’s 
law.

4. One remarries without a scrip-
tural right. Jesus said, “And I say unto 
you, Whosoever shall put away his 

wife, except it be for fornication, 
and shall marry another, committeth 
adultery: and whoso marrieth her 
which is put away doth commit adul-
tery” (Matt. 19:9). The only one who 
has a right to remarry (in the case of 
divorce) is one who has put his mate 
away for the cause of fornication. All 
others commit adultery when they 
remarry.

The strictness of God’s law tells us 
that he views marriage as important. 
If his law would allow divorce for any 
cause or remarriage in any divorce, it 
would indicate a lesser view of mar-
riage. The very article we cited above 
suggest that frivolous divorce and 
remarriage is a sign that marriage is 
not important.

5. You are not the mate you ought 
to be. It is not only those who com-
mit fornication or divorce who view 
marriage as unimportant. Those who 
stay together and are never unfaith-
ful to their mate could be guilty too. 
Those who do not work at making 
their marriage the best it can be, do 
not think marriage is important. If it 
is, they would change!

Husbands who view marriage as 
important seek to love their wives 
as themselves (Eph. 5:22-28), be un-
derstanding, honor his wife and treat 
her as the weaker vessel (1 Pet. 3:7). 
Wives who think marriage is impor-
tant strive to love their husbands (Tit. 
2:5), be submissive (1 Pet. 3:1-6), and 
have reverence for their husbands 
(Eph. 5:33).

We know marriage is important to 
God. We know that marriage is not 
important to the world. How do you 
view marriage?

The One Covenant Doctrine
by Frank Jamerson

$2.00
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Even If Following Spells Hard Duty
In verses 15-17 Jesus had stressed to Peter his respon-

sibility in feeding his sheep. Peter was to bear the burden 
of a shepherd: many sheep with many problems. We read 
in his first epistle that he was then serving in the capacity 
of an elder (5:1). There he urged other elders: “Tend the 
flock of God which is among you, exercising the oversight, 
not of constraint, but willingly, according to (the will of ) 
God; nor yet for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither 
as lording it over the charge allotted to you, but making 
yourselves ensamples to the flock. And when the chief 
Shepherd shall be manifested, ye shall receive the crown 
of glory that fadeth not away” (1 Pet. 5:2-4).

The eldership is hard duty. No getting around it. Any-
one who does it is to be admired and appreciated if he 
serves well. This is exactly what the Scripture says: “Obey 
them that have the rule over you, and submit to them: for 
they watch in behalf of your souls, as they that shall give 
account; that they may do this with joy, and not with grief: 
for this were unprofitable for you” (Heb. 13:17). But the 
Lord demands that we follow him in spite of hard duty. 
Too many take the easy road. They want to avoid the hard 
service. Jesus says to them, “Follow me.”

Even If Following Leads to Persecution  
and Death

The Lord told Peter in verse 18 that when he was 
young he clothed himself and went wherever he liked, 
but when he was old someone else would “gird” him, 
and he would stretch out his hands and another would 
carry him where he did not wish to go. In speaking so, 
Jesus was defining the general method of Peter’s death. 
Ancient tradition has unanimously informed us that Peter 
died by crucifixion as his Lord had done, upside down by 
his own request. Following Jesus led to persecution and 
death for Simon, the fisherman apostle. But the Lord still 
told him, “Follow me.” Suffering and death are terrible 

Follow Me
Daniel H. King

It is an entirely human trait to take the easiest route 
to any destination we want to reach. This is apparent in 
a number of ways, not least of which is the tendency we 
have to “make a path” where none was intended, across 
a yard or through bushes or other obstacles to our ob-
jective. It is surely the bane of the grounds-keeper of 
any public park or facility to deal with this peculiarity of 
human beings! Man will build roads through the most 
(seemingly) impassable areas: mountains, rivers, deep 
valleys, and inhospitable climates because they repre-
sent the shortest distances to places where he wants to 
go — quickly. We want the fastest and easiest road to 
our destination.

But sometimes there are no quick routes to get where 
we want to go. And there is no way to make one. This 
is true of heaven. There are no fast or easy ways to get 
there. This is aptly illustrated in an incident related by 
John in one of the post-resurrection stories which he 
told about an exchange which took place between Jesus 
and Simon Peter.

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, 
thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou would-
est: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth 
thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee 
whither thou wouldest not. Now this he spake, signify-
ing by what manner of death he should glorify God. And 
when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me 
(John 21:18-19).

The critical line in this conversation is the final one. 
Jesus told Peter, “Follow me.” What comes before this line 
and afterward is both interesting and instructive. It offers 
considerable information about the road that leads to 
heaven, suggesting that there is no quick or easy route. 
Christ told Peter to follow him:

The Lord demands that we follow him in spite of hard duty. Too many take the  
easy road. They want to avoid the hard service. Jesus says to them, “Follow me.”
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things. One would hope to avoid them. Undoubtedly 
Peter did not look forward with any relish to the thought 
of dying by torture. But he did so because his Lord had 
said to him, “Follow me.”

How often in our own lives have we wrestled with our 
religious and spiritual convictions and the consequences 
which they bring to us in this present evil generation. 
I suppose the Lord might say to us, “You have not yet 
resisted unto blood striving against sin . . .” (see Heb. 
12:4). And Peter might say to us, “How easy you have it 
compared to the burden the Lord asked me to bear!” We 
ought to be ashamed!

Even If Following Leads You Where You  
Would Not Go

“Another shall gird thee, in places where we would 
not go.” Men who preach the gospel often journey into 
dangerous situations in countries where they are not 
wanted. Preachers and elders frequently have to intrude 
themselves into circumstances they would prefer not to 
be involved in, but because they are followers of Christ 
and have been given responsibilities having to do with 
their fellow Christians, they cannot avoid involvement. 
When you have seen a brother or sister commit sin, you 
must go to them in a spirit of meekness and speak with 
them in loving concern (Gal. 6:1). You probably will not 

want to go. If you go, you may not be well received; in fact, 
in some cases you will be told to mind your own business 
(and you must be assured that the matter is your business 
before you go!); but if you are following Christ you will go 
in spite of everything. The Lord said, “Follow me.”

Even If Others Must Bear A Lighter Load
In verses 21-22 Peter asked the Lord what was to be-

come of John: “Peter therefore seeing him saith to Jesus, 
Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus saith unto him, 
If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? Fol-
low thou me.”

He must surely have been thinking, “If I must die a 
tortured death, then is some terrible thing also going to 
happen to John. If not, then it isn’t fair!” Well, dear friend, 
life is not fair. Never has been. Never will be. Furthermore, 
God does not promise us that just because we become 
followers of Jesus Christ, it will suddenly become fair. It 
won’t. All the evidence we have about John suggests 
that he died of extreme old age in Ephesus. Peter, on 
the other hand, was crucified. Peter was asked to glorify 
God by a martyr’s death. He complied. John was asked 
to glorify God by a long life lived in service to Christ. He 
also complied. They both obeyed the Lord’s command to 
follow him. No matter how easy or hard it is for ourselves 
or others, Jesus still demands, “What is that to thee? Fol-
low thou me.”

Brotherly Love
Larry Ray Hafley

“Let brotherly love continue” (Heb. 13:1). In some 
places, this passage cannot be obeyed. It must be 
preceded by admonitions to “let brotherly love begin,” 
for it obviously cannot “continue” where it has not yet 
begun! 

Is this such a place? God forbid! However, all the 
bickering, backbiting, all the strife and division, in 
some places tells us that “brotherly love” is in short 
supply or is on back order. (1) Envy and jealousy are at 
the root of much of the contention that exists among 
God’s people. When men resent the money, honor, 
talent, ability, or success of another, bitter gossip 
will soon begin. (2) Pride kindles the fires of ungodly, 
unloving words and deeds. Pretentious, proud men 
feel imaginary slights and are wounded by arrows that 
have never been shot. Such men cannot be reasoned 

with, for every earnest appeal is regarded as another 
“attack.” (3) Laziness and indifference are the mother 
of hateful attitudes and the father of slanders. Those 
who do the least, gripe and grumble the most. They 
do nothing to advance the cause of Christ. They teach 
no one. They encourage no one. They invite no one. 
They assist no one. Their idleness gives rise to nega-
tive thoughts, to whining words of complaint, and 
to vicious deeds which will undermine peace, unity, 
and love. 

In every church that is torn apart by a lack of 
brotherly love, look around, and you will see envy, 
jealousy, pride, laziness, and indifference. They are the 
agents of confu sion and contention. Brotherly love 
cannot begin, nor will it continue, where these things 
abound. They are poison to the soul and destroyers 
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2. Disobedience is a result of a lack of faith in God. God 
told Moses and Aaron that one of the reasons they were 
being punished was “because ye believed me not (v. 12) 
Apparently, even though God promised to bring forth 
water from the rock if they would heed his instructions 
(v. 8) and even though God had brought forth water from 
a rock in times past (Exod. 17:1-6), they still did not have 
enough faith in God that he would fulfill his end of the 
“bargain.” The same principle applies to us today. Our 
disregard of the commandments of God many times is a 
result our lack of faith in God that he will come through 
with what he has promised to his faithful children. Many 
Christians would take offense if they were told that their 
faith in God was lacking because of the sinful state they 
were in. However, let me illustrate this point in another 
way: If you were promised to be given one million dollars 
by your boss just to show up to work on time the next 
morning and you truly believed that this would come 
true, how many of you would be late to work the next 
morning?

3. God deserves and demands the glory. Moses and 
Aaron were also punished because they did not “sanctify 
me in the eyes of the children of Israel”(v. 12). After gath-
ering the congregation together and standing before the 
rock, Moses said unto the group, “Hear now, ye rebels; 
must we fetch you water out of this rock?” (v. 10). Notice 
the “we” in this verse. Instead of giving God the glory for 
performing this incredible miracle, they acted as if they 
would be responsible for bringing water out of the rock. 
Herod was eaten by worms “because he gave not God 
the glory” (Acts 12:23). “For I say, through the grace given 
unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think 
of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to 
think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man 
the measure of faith” (Rom. 12:3). Let us remember that 
everything we have, both that of a spiritual and physical 
nature, all comes from our God in heaven who has dealt 
these blessings to us even though we as sinful man do 
not deserve them whatsoever.

Numbers 20:1-13

Moses and Aaron’s Sin at the Rock
Jason N. McCort

Except for the crucifixion of Christ, one of the saddest 
events a person can read of in the Bible is the second 
account of Moses bringing forth water from a rock to 
satisfy the thirst of a murmuring congregation. As you 
may recall, the children of Israel were in the desert of Zin 
at this time (v. 1). Because they had no water, they began 
to complain to Moses (vv. 2-5), as they had done many 
times before. Moses and Aaron took the matter before 
God who gave them very specific instructions on how 
to bring forth water from the rock (vv. 7-9). Instead of 
speaking to the rock, as God had commanded them, he 
struck the rock twice (v. 11). As a result of this action, God 
forbade Moses and Aaron from leading the children of 
Israel into the Promised Land. It breaks my heart to read 
this story because after forty years and all that they had 
been through, they were on the brink of crossing over 
into Canaan but threw it all away because of their sin. Let 
us consider some of the lessons we can learn from Moses 
and Aaron’s “sin at the rock.”

1. There is no such thing as a “small” sin. Instead of 
being appalled, as I should, by the sin Moses and Aaron 
committed on this occasion, I will often sympathize with 
them because of the punishment they had to endure 
as a result of their actions. It is easy to think that in this 
case the punishment did not fit the crime. The only thing 
Moses did was strike the rock instead of speaking to it, 
right? What is the big deal? The big deal is that in God’s 
eyes, there is no such thing as a “small” sin. If God killed 
Uzzah for “just” taking hold of the ark of God (2 Sam. 6:6-7) 
and harshly punished Moses and Aaron for their seem-
ingly “minor” transgressions, what makes us think that 
God is going to gloss over those things that we deem as 
only being “minor” sins (i.e., gossiping, disobeying traffic 
laws)? It is time that we realize that all sin is abhorred by 
God, not just the “big” sins such as homosexuality and 
abortion. “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be 
called the least in the Kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:19).
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4. The end does not justify the means. Even though 
Moses struck the rock instead of speaking to it as God 
commanded him and Aaron to do, water still came forth 
from the rock (v. 11). However, achievement of the desired 
goal (water coming forth from the rock) does not justify 
the sinful manner by which the goal was achieved. Many 
people today have incorporated the “road map” theory 
into their religious practice. They believe that since there 
are many different roads leading to the same place, it 
does not matter which road a person takes as long as he 
gets to the same place. Many denominations justify us-
ing the Lord’s money to build gymnasiums and the like 
because they can use them to attract people to their “wor-
ship” services. They feel that it does not matter how you 

bring people to “worship” services, just as long as they get 
there somehow. That theory may work when vacationing 
with the family, but it holds no water as far as obeying 
God is concerned. Our Lord has provided his children with 
plenty of ways to fulfill his commandments without us 
needing to invent our own ways to obey him.

Moses and Aaron almost made it to the Promised Land 
but, in the end, they fell short. Let us all be “faithful unto 
death” (Rev. 2:10).

suring up to that standard, then it is not as good as the 
others are. Moreover, to say that one is as good as another 
is not only to say that all churches are equally as good; it 
is also to say that all churches are equally as bad! Friend, 
are you a member of some church? If so, may I ask, do you 
believe the church of which you are a member is as bad 
as some others? If your answer is negative (and I suspect 
it is), then you do not really believe that one church is as 
good as another.

Is One Person As Good As Another?
By this question, I do not have in mind those persons 

who have never made any effort whatever toward fol-
lowing the Lord. I refer to those who profess to being 
his disciples. I read of some who are “weak in the faith” 
(Rom. 14:1) and of others who are “strong” (Rom. 15:1). 
I read of some who are likened to “gold, silver, and pre-
cious stones,” and others who are likened to “wood, hay, 
and stubble” (1 Cor. 3:12). I read of some who are “carnal” 
(1 Cor. 3:1), and others who are “spiritual” (Gal. 6:1). Can 
any say that all of these persons are equally as good, and 

3282 Eastpointe Dr., Franklin, Indiana 46131 jpinceori@aol.
com

Is One Church As Good As Another?
Bobby Witherington

It is very obvious that we live in a religiously divided 
world. And to those people who care about others and 
who desire harmony in the most important and mean-
ingful areas of life, this division produces both concern 
and sadness.  It also causes frustration — especially on 
the part of those concerned individuals who have rea-
soned for hours on some disputed passage and finally 
conclude the discussion with the parties thereto being 
as far apart as when they began.  So, being unable to 
break the stalemate, they frequently seek to justify it by 
saying, “Well, when all is said and done, it really doesn’t 
make any difference, for after all, one church is as good 
as another.”

Do People Really Believe This?
  If so, to be consistent, they must admit that for one 

church to be as good as another, then, there must be 
some standard that determines whether a thing is ei-
ther good or bad. And they also must maintain that all 
churches, equally measure up to that standard, for, you 
see, if one church falls short of other churches in mea-
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therefore equally as bad? It is a fact; we do not, without 
qualification, say that one person is as good as another.

However, a local church is composed of people who 
are banded together in faith and practice. Moreover, the 
“faith and practice” of those people determine the right-
ness or wrongness of the church that was formed by their 
together relationships. If, per chance, one church is com-
posed of people who have failed to comply with those 
terms which make for discipleship to begin with, and 
another church consists of people who have complied 
with the scriptural requirements for discipleship, then is 
the former church “as good” as the latter? Moreover, if one 
church is composed of people who “bite and devour one 
another” (Gal. 5:15), and another church of people who 
are “knit together in love” (Col. 2:2), then is the former 
church “as good” as the latter?

What Saith The Scriptures?
In the 2nd and 3rd chapters of Revelation, we note 

letters written to seven churches. One church (Ephesus) 
had some who had left their “first love” (2:4). Pergamos 
had some members who held “the doctrine of the Nico-
laitans,” a doctrine of which the Lord said “I hate” (2:15). 
The church in Thyatira permitted “that woman Jezebel, 
which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce 
my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sac-
rificed unto idols” (2:20). The Lord described the church at 
Sardis as being “dead” (3:1), and the church at Laodicea as 
“lukewarm” (3:16). On the other hand, there was not one 
word of censure against the church at Smyrna (2:8-11), 
and approval was also expressed toward the church at 
Philadelphia (3:7-13). Can any person intelligently read 
these seven letters and then honestly conclude that every 
one of these seven churches was “as good” as the others? 
Friend, if we can’t say that about all churches then, why 
do we say that of all churches now?

Let Us Not Use A False Standard!
When one person says “I am as good as another,” he is 

making the same mistake made by some at Corinth. They 
measured “themselves by themselves,” and compared 
“themselves among themselves,” and Paul said they “are 
not wise” (2 Cor. 10:12). They used the wrong measuring 
rod. If I say that “I am as good as you are,” and you say 
the same for yourself with reference to me, that does 
not prove that either of us is as good as we ought to be. 
When one man sets his watch by another man’s watch 
that was wrong to begin with, both watches are then 
wrong! So it is in religious matters. Since “it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23), then neither a 
man’s life nor his individual doctrine is to be the standard 
that determines religious conduct.

The True Standard
“God hath in these last days spoken unto us by his 

son” (Heb. 1:2). Jesus said, “the word that I have spoken, 

the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). 
By reason of his death, Jesus became “the mediator of 
the New Testament” (Heb.  9:15), and it is through this 
covenant or testament that Christ speaks to us today. 
This, then, is the standard that determines what it takes 
to become and to remain his disciple.

Becoming A Disciple Involves:
(1) Believing in God and his Son (Heb. 11:6; John 8:24).  

(2) Repenting of all sins (Acts 2:38; 17:30).  (3) Confessing 
faith in Jesus Christ (Matt. 10:32; Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:10).  
(4) Being buried with Christ in baptism for the remission 
of sins (Rom. 6:3, 4; Acts 2:38). At this point, one rises to 
“walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4) and is “added to the 
church” (Acts 2:41, 47).

It is a fact that many churches are composed of those 
who have not complied with these simple terms that 
make for discipleship, but who have followed the terms 
that man has laid down. Friend, if a church consists of 
those who have not obeyed the Lord’s requirements 
for discipleship, then are its members disciples? If the 
members of one church have become disciples, and the 
members of another church have not, then is the latter 
“as good” as the former?

“Together Activity” Required For Discipleship
A true disciple (follower) of the Lord is a person who: 

(1) Became a follower of Christ, and (2) continues to fol-
low him. In addition to living a morally upright life, the 
latter includes uniting oneself to a group of fellow dis-
ciples, being banded together as it were by a common 
faith and practice. In the first century those who did this 
were “called Christians” (Acts 11:26), and “they continued 
steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).  Upon 
“the first day of the week” they “came together to break 
bread” or to partake of the “Lord’s supper” (Acts 20:7; 1 
Cor. 11:20-28), and to “lay by . . . in store” or to give as 
“prospered” (1 Cor. 16:1, 2). They sang praises unto God 
(Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), their music being vocal or acappella 
in nature. Moreover, their “together activities” involved 
membership in a local congregation whose total orga-
nization consisted of “bishops” (or elders), deacons, and 
saints (Phil. 1:1; Tit. 1:5, 7).  Each congregation was to 
have its own officers (Acts 14:23) whose oversight was 
confined to that one church (Acts 20:28). A denomina-
tionally structured federation of churches was unheard 
of in New Testament days.

A Final Remark
Friend, if you can read in your Bible what it takes to 

become and to remain a Christian, and can also read 
of a band of Christians who have (and are) complying 
with those terms, what does that make them? A New 
Testament church! Now if you look around and observe 
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a group of religious people who have not and are not 
following the conditions for discipleship, then is the lat-
ter “as good” as the former? Remember, it is not merely 
a matter of moral uprightness; it is a matter of showing 
respect for, and complying with the Lord’s standard. 

begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him . . . and to be the propitiation for our sins.”

3. Christ And His Church. The Scriptures tell us, “But 
when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 
his Son . . .” (Gal. 4:4). Peter declared that the Son of God is 
the Christ (Matt.16:16). The Father said, “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him” (Matt. 17:5). 
Jesus claimed, “All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth” (Matt. 28:18). “. . . there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12). In Matthew 16:18  Jesus promised to build 
his church. The word “church” came from the Greek word 
ekklesia, “to call out.” The church then in New Testament 
Scriptures means “a called out body of people,” men and 
women (Acts 8:1-4) who believed and were baptized for 
the remission of their sins (Acts 2:37-38, 41, 47). They 
were called “Christians” (Acts 11:26), the children of God 
(Rom. 8:16-17), and the family of God (1 Tim. 3:15). The 
church is the body (Col. 1:18) and Christ is the savior of 
the body (Eph. 5:23). The church is the kingdom (Col. 1: 
13) and Christ will deliver the kingdom up to the Father 
(1 Cor. 15:24). Are you a member of the Lord’s church, or 
the Lord’s kingdom? If not, why not?

P.O. Box 008, Tuguegarao, Cagayan, 3500 - Philippines
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Search The Scriptures
Rody Gumpad

Jesus said, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me” 
(John 5:39). We need to be like the Bereans who “searched 
the scriptures daily” (Acts 17:11). The Scriptures were 
written by holy men (2 Pet. 1:21) through the inspiration 
of God (2 Tim. 3:16). These writings are compiled and now 
called the Bible. The Scriptures tell us about . . .

1. God. The Scriptures tell us that there is only one God. 
“But to us there is but one God . . .” (1 Cor. 8:6). The one 
God is composed of three personalities. “For there are 
three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one” (1 John 5:7). 
The record of Matthew 3:13-17 shows that these three are 
separate persons: The Father in Heaven, the Son on earth, 
and the Holy Spirit like a dove. Paul said in 1 Timothy 3:15 
that the one true God is “the living God.”

2. The World. The Scriptures tell us, “God that made 
the world and all things therein . . .” (Acts 17:24). Also, the 
Psalmist said, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament sheweth his handywork” (Ps.19:1). Above 
all, God also created man in his own image (Gen. 1:26-27). 
In John 3:16, the record says, “For God so loved the world . 
. .” And in 1 John 1:9-10, John said, “that God sent his only 

The church is the kingdom (Col. 1: 13) and Christ will deliver the 
 kingdom up to the Father (1 Cor. 15:24). Are you a member of  

the Lord’s church, or the Lord’s kingdom?

All The Women of the Bible
by Herbert Lockyer

The life and times of all the women of the Bible.
Price — $19.99
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could count on his courage. Like Daniel (Dan. 6) with his 
prayers, Uriah knew his place in the battle, and you could 
count on him being there.

We further learn he was a trusting man. David gave 
him a letter to deliver to Joab which also contained 
Uriah’s own death warrant. At no time did he at tempt 
to open the letter to peek or snoop and see what David 
might have written to Joab. (After all, he could just as eas-
ily have told Joab that David has sent the message with 
him verbally.) But David knew he could count on such 
trust and honesty, and thus David was perfectly willing 
to use Uriah himself to deliver his own death warrant. 
(Have you ever considered what might have happened 
had Uriah actually opened and read that letter?)

In return for such loyalty and service, David repaid 
him by taking his wife and then ordering his death in 
battle. Is it any wonder God was displeased with David 
— especially in view of the fact David seemed to feel he 
had actually gotten away with it? Uriah stands out as 
an excellent example of the fact that even though one 
seeks to do what is right, that doesn’t mean others will 
not take advantage of or plot against us, or that harm will 
not befall us just because we are faithful Christians.

And although Bathsheba went on to become the 
wife of King David, God did not intend for us to forget 
what they did. They paid a severe penalty in the loss of 
the child and the public knowledge of David’s sin. Nor 
did he intend for us to forget the good name of Uriah. 
Men might have tried to bury any mention of Uriah from 
their records because of what was done to him by such 
a popular king as King David. But God exposed the full 
account! And when the names of the top thirty-seven 
men are listed who had served King David well (2 Sam. 

Uriah
Donald P. Ames

If it weren’t for the story of David and Bathsheba, most 
of us would prob ably have never heard of Uriah. And 
while we know the account of the sinful actions engaged 
in by David and Bathsheba quite well, just how well do 
we know Uriah? Let us notice some things about him 
from 2 Samuel 11.

First of all, he was a Hittite (11:3). Yet he served under 
David in the armies of Israel — who were usually the 
enemies of the Hittites. Thus we know that he was an 
honest man who knew God was with the nation of Israel. 
No doubt he had heard the stories of God’s deliverance 
and blessings. Knowing this, he made himself a part of the 
nation as well, marrying the beautiful young lady Bath-
sheba. He knew his own gods were unable to match the 
one true God of Israel (Isa. 44:9-17). Not many idol wor-
shipers were as honest with such facts as was Uriah.

Secondly, we read that he was loyal. David had him 
brought back home in the hopes he could send him to 
Bathsheba’s house and everyone would assume that 
her pregnancy resulted from his visit home. However 
Uriah declined to enjoy the luxuries of home while the 
rest of the nation was engaged in battle and sleeping in 
the open fields (11:11). Even when David caused him to 
become drunk, he had enough conviction and presence 
of mind that he would not betray the soldiers of Israel in 
such a fashion (11:13).

He was also a courageous man. David knew that he 
would be in the fore front of the battle, and not holding 
back so others would take the risks instead of himself. 
Uriah was committed to the defense of Israel, and he 
was ready to fight for her causes. He would press the 
battle aggressively, and both Joab and David knew they 

Uriah stands out as an excellent example of the fact that even though  
one seeks to do what is right, that doesn’t mean others will not  

take advantage of or plot against us,
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Cor. 4:4).

3. Outside of the church. All the saved are in the church. 
The Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved (Acts 2:47). The Bible teaches that Jesus is the savior 
of the body. Paul wrote, “For the husband is the head of 
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is 
the savior of the body” (Eph. 5:23). The body is the church 
(Col. 1:16). There are no saved people outside the Lord’s 
church, because only the church has been purchased 
with the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28), and only the church 
is built upon the rock (Matt. 16:18).

4. Without the blood of Christ. Without the shedding 
of blood there is no remission (Heb. 9:22). It is impossible 
for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin (Heb. 
10:4). It takes the blood of Christ to remove sin. Jesus 
stated, “For this is the blood of the New Testament which 
is shed for many for the remission of sins” (Matt. 26:28). 
Paul wrote that in Christ we have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:14). Of 
course, to reach the blood, aliens must be baptized into 
the death of Jesus (Rom. 6:3-4) wherein they receive the 
benefits of his blood. Then, they are raised to walk in 
newness of life (v. 4).

5. Without human activity. Some say there is nothing 
an alien sinner must do, or can do, to save himself, that 
God does it all for him. But the Jews on Pentecost said, 
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). Peter 
then told them what to do. He said, “Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins.” In verse 40 Peter told them “save 
yourselves from this untoward generation.” Though man 
cannot provide salvation, he must appropriate it. He is 
to believe (John 8:24), repent (Luke 13:3), confess (Acts 
8:37), and be baptized (Mark 16:16).

Some Impossible Things
Weldon E. Warnock

We shall focus our attention on impossible things 
relative to salvation from sin. If any one of these, or all 
are lacking, salvation is impossible. It is impossible to be 
saved:

1. Without Christ. Paul wrote that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). He is able 
to save to the uttermost (Heb. 7:25). Peter said: “Neither 
is there salvation in none other: For there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved” (Acts 4:12). However, Jesus saves conditionally, 
on his terms. He is the author of eternal salvation unto 
all them who obey him (Heb. 5:8-9).

2. Without the gospel. The gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). Paul wrote to the Corinthians 
that he preached the gospel unto them by which they 
are saved (1 Cor. 15:2). This is true for you and me. This is 
why Jesus said to go preach the gospel to every creature 
(Mark 16:16). Those who do not obey the gospel will be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord (2 Thess. 1:7-9).

The gospel is described as the gospel of God (Rom. 
1:11), of Christ (Rom. 1:16), of grace (Acts 20:24), of peace 
(Eph. 6:16), of salvation (Eph. 1:13), of truth (Gal. 2:5), 
and of hope (Col. 1:23). Indeed, it is a glorious gospel (2 

23:8f), guess whose name appears in 23:39! Yes, the name 
of Uriah, the Hittite! Though he was mistreated in this life, 
we can have confidence that God saw that he was well 
rewarded in the life hereafter in much the same way as 
was Lazarus (Luke 16)! And may we take courage from 
his account.

809 W. S. Third, Shelbyville, Illinois 62565-1924

It is impossible to be saved: Without Christ . . . Without the gospel . . . 
Outside of the church . . . Without the blood of Christ . . . Without human 
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When you are hurting from loss or have been wronged, 
what do you do? Do you try to figure out what has hap-
pened and in so doing try to find someone to blame? 
Who do you blame? Someone else, your mate, your 
friend(s), yourself, GOD? To try to place blame is to try to 
hide, divert attention, or pass judgment. The one thing 
blame cannot and will not do is to help us, to heal the 
hurt. Instead it leaves the wound of hurt open and fester-
ing and if not healed will kill you spiritually and possibly 
physically. Do not try place blame, rather forgive. Forgive 
and ask God for guidance through the hard times. When 
was the last time you had been hurt and upon ending 
your day looked back at your day and could not remem-
ber when you had not been praying to God for help, 
guidance, assurance, and maybe even forgiveness? Or do 
you look back on your day and cannot remember pray-
ing, all you remember is anger and hurt? Brethren pray 
often (Eph. 6:18), pray fervently (Jas. 5:16), pray together 
if possible(Acts 12:5-17), let your brethren know so they 
may pray for you and with you (Acts 12:5-17; Jas. 5:16). 
Never overlook the comfort, help, assurance, moral and 
physical support of a righteous brother or sister. I say this 
again because it is so important, we often do not access 
the strength of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Instead 
we hide from them when they are the ones who could be 
a very big part in “doing it.” In many ways they are often 
the answer God has sent to our prayers. How do I know 
this? I know this to be true by experience.

As you can see there is no magic, no easy way out of 
a situation. It takes prayer, work, and above all patience 
— patience to not give up on God and forsake him. 
Always remember that our time on this earth is short. 
We all know that the Bible says our life is as a vapor that 
appears for a while and vanishes away. And yet as we 
spend our life here living it one day at a time it is all too 
easy to lose sight of how short life is. No matter your 
age, think back as far as you can. How far back is that? 
Ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, or more years. How long 
does it seem like? Most likely we will remember many 
events with the clarity of yesterday, literally. But our age 
dictates that these events occurred a long time ago as 
the human life is measured. Now look forward, are there 
more days behind than ahead? We must all remember 
the remainder of our life will seem to pass at least as fast 
as our past and, as most can attest,  will pass much more 
quickly. Always try to keep our time here in perspective. 
Look to the end with anticipation of going home to God 
and it will help you to withstand the current trials as you 
will now realize they really will not last very long at all. 
And when it is time for us to return to God, we will be 
able to look back at our present trouble, our hurt, our trial, 
our adversity, and see that it too will seem like it was only 
yesterday. The one big difference between now and that 
time is that at that time all of our hurt will be taken away 

and only joy will remain.

These are just a few thoughts on the questions of “how 
do you do it?” I know they are not all conclusive, but my 
hope is that they will point you in the right direction, and 
hopefully re-enforce the direction you are going already. 
May God bless and keep us all under his watchful care 
until our time here is finished.

“How Do You Do It?” continued from front page

neighbor is guilty of sinning against him.

“False Witnessing” continued from page 2
3. It is a sin against the person who hears it. The one 

who hears false testimony will have his opinion of the 
one spoken about shaped by the false testimony. He 
will conduct himself toward a person based on the false 
testimony. Frequently, he will hold as an enemy the one 
slandered. 

Sometimes, the hearer has a kindred spirit with the 
one giving false testimony (“birds of a feather flock to-
gether”). They are attracted one to another. We frequently 
describe such people as gossips or those who are gossip 
mongers. 

4. It is a sin against the society in which it is tolerated. 
A society is rooted in justice; when justice is removed the 
society crumbles and falls. The same is true in the church. 
The church (society) that tolerates men who bear false 
witness against each other will be destroyed by the alien-
ation, division, and separation that comes therefrom. 

Ways in Which One Can Bear False Witness
There are a number of arenas in which one can be 

guilty of bearing false witness. Here are some of them:

1. In giving court testimony. We call this crime “perjury.” 
The Law legislated that the one who bore false witness 
against a neighbor was to receive the punishment he 
sought to have brought again his neighbor (Deut. 19:16-
20). Here is what the Law said:

If a false witness rise up against any man to testify against 
him that which is wrong; then both the men, between 
whom the controversy is, shall stand before the Lord, 
before the priests and the judges, which shall be in those 
days; and the judges shall make diligent inquisition: and, 
behold, if the witness be a false witness, and hath testified 
falsely against his brother; then shall ye do unto him, as 
he had thought to have done unto his brother: so shalt 
thou put the evil away from among you. And those which 
remain shall hear, and fear, and shall henceforth commit 
no more any such evil among you.
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 To protect against the danger of a false witness, no 
one could be punished on the testimony of one man 
(Deut. 19:15).

2. Malicious attacks against one’s character. David’s 
enemies were not so much those who took the witness 
stand and gave testimony as they were those who de-
famed him before King Saul (Pss. 27:12; 35:11). There are 
many ways that people can give false testimony against 
another: (a) Speaking lies (Prov. 14:5). (b) Gossip: “to in-
dulge in idle talk or rumors about others.” (c) Slander (Ps. 
31:13; Prov. 10:18). Slander is “the utterance or spreading 
of a false statement or statements, harmful to another’s 
character or reputation.” Legally, slander is spoken and 
libel is written. (d) Whispering (Ps. 41:7; Prov. 16:28; Rom. 
1:29; 2 Cor. 12:20). The word “whispering” emphasizes the 
hidden manner in which the malicious speech is spoken. 
(e) Evil surmising (1 Tim. 6:4). This kind of attack against 
a man’s reputation gives the worst possible construction 
to everything he does. (f ) Innuendo. Innuendo is “an 
indirect remark, gesture, or reference, usually implying 
something derogatory; hint; insinuation.” (g) Fault finding 
(Mark 7:2). Fault finders are like buzzards who fly across 
a field looking for a dead carcass. They are oblivious to 
the green pasture, the farm lands, the cattle, and other 
good things that are there, for they are searching for 
something rotting. Some look at another’s life like the 
buzzard searching for something rotten.

3. In spreading reports without verifying their truth-
fulness. The reputation of many a preacher has been 
damaged by loosed tongued brethren. Someone hears 
something about a brother, perhaps even a brother who 
has been a friend for years and whose life has been above 
reproach. One’s first reaction is to believe the report and 
that without doing anything to verify its accuracy. Par-
ticularly gospel preachers need to beware of falling into 
this sin of bearing false witness against another.

A person has a moral responsibility to accurately rep-
resent the position of the person whose doctrine he is 
reviewing. If he does not correctly represent that brother 
and then attacks the misrepresented position, he has  
destroyed a straw man. But what is worse is that he has 
slandered his brother and, slander is a sin. Sometimes 
those who are so concerned about preserving the purity 
of the church seem to forget that slander will send a soul 
to hell just as quickly as false doctrine will! How tragic that 
one who is so concerned about protecting and defending 
the purity of the church would lose his soul by slandering 
his brother, misrepresenting the beliefs that he holds! 
There are not many things about which I am an authority, 
but one of them about which I am an authority is what 
I believe. Nobody knows what I believe better than I do. 
When someone misrepresents what I believe, I know it. I 
know when I have been slandered and how I have been 
misrepresented. When someone starts telling me what 

I believe and then proceeds to describe a position that I 
reject, he is misrepresenting me. If he continues to mis-
represent my beliefs after he has been told that does not 
represent what I believe, I have no choice but to believe 
that man is guilty of slander, bearing false witness against 
me. If one believes that slander/bearing false witness is a 
sin, we have the tragic situation of a man who thinks he 
is defending the truth to protect the purity of the church 
losing his soul because he misrepresents the position of 
his brother!

Some brethren apparently do not understand the 
difference between the logical consequences of some 
position and the position itself. For example, a brother 
may hold a position A that one perceives has logical 
consequences B. When asked if he accepts those con-
sequences, he says, “No!” When a brother represents his 
brother as believing B, although the one so representing 
him may think that B is the logical conclusion to A (and it 
may be), still he has misrepresented his brother. In repre-
senting another, one must be careful not to charge that 
person with espousing the consequences of a position 
when he denies those consequences.

Remembering the Law’s punishment for false witness-
ing was that the false witness would bear the penalty he 
sought to have inflicted on the one about whom he gave 
false testimony, we wonder how quickly slandering a 
brother would diminish among brethren if that principle 
were followed among us. If those who leave innuendos, 
slander, and gossip about their brethren were thought of 
by brethren as if they were the ones guilty of the things 
they said about their brethren, soon such men would be 
without influence among us.

4. Bearing false witness involves these sins: (a) Telling 
a lie. What is represented as the truth is not the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. (b) Repeating a lie 
without being sure that it is true. Sometimes men repeat 
things that they have heard without making any effort to 
verify the truthfulness of what they are repeating. Their 
repeating a lie, however innocently done, still produces 
the same damage to its victim. (c) Malice (Rom. 1:29; Eph. 
4:31; Col. 3:8; 3 John 10). The motive behind false witness-
ing is evil. (d) Hatred (Pss. 25:19; 109:3; Gal. 5:20).

How Its Victim Suffers
In court cases, innocent people have suffered punish-

ment (incarceration, fines, and death) because of false 
witnesses. The effect that false witnesses have in capital 
cases is death; that was the punishment false witnesses 
sought to bring on Jesus! In day-to-day living, men who 
are victims of false witnesses suffer these results: (a) Their 
reputation (good name) is destroyed (Prov. 22:1; Eccl. 7:1). 
(b) The good that they are able to do is reduced. (c) An 
occasion of stumbling has been put in their way. They 
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will be tempted to revenge, bitterness, malice, hatred, 
strife, and other such sins.

What A Victim Can Do
A man who is willing to intentionally give “false wit-

ness” is not an honorable man. Consequently, there is no 
way to reason with a malicious liar. Every explanation he 
may offer is inadequate. Such a man has the intention of 
destroying his brother’s reputation and will do so. 

In a local church, the matter can be taken before the 
elders and the matter searched out to see if two or three 
witnesses can verify the charges made against another 
(Matt. 18:17). In such cases, sometimes the local church 
can exonerate the innocent. However, in many cases, 
the victim will have to depend on God to set the record 
straight. The party sinning against him may be unwilling 
to repent, be a member of another congregation, or un-
accessible to church discipline. In such cases, the victim 
may have no choice but, like Jesus, to bear in silence the 
vicious attacks made against him by those who have 
malice and hatred in their hearts. He must leave to God 
the settling of accounts. The psalmist wrote:

Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor, work-
ing deceitfully.
Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than 
to speak righteousness. Selah.
Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue 
(Ps. 52:2-4).

Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life 
from fear of the enemy.
Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the 
insurrection of the workers of iniquity: 
Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows 
to shoot their arrows, even bitter words:
That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: suddenly do 
they shoot at him, and fear not.
They encourage themselves in an evil matter: they com-
mune of laying snares privily; they say, Who shall see 
them? 
They search out iniquities; they accomplish a diligent 
search: both the inward thought of every one of them, 
and the heart, is deep. 
But God shall shoot at them with an arrow; suddenly shall 
they be wounded.
So they shall make their own tongue to fall upon them-
selves: all that see them shall flee away.
And all men shall fear, and shall declare the work of God; 
for they shall wisely consider of his doing.The righteous shall be glad in the Lord, and shall trust in 
him; and all the upright in heart shall glory. 

 
Conclusion

How tragic that a person would allow his hatred of 

6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123 mwillis1@compuserve.
com

Abilene, Texas: The Wylie church (contact at 2209 S. Danville, zip 
79605) is looking for a full-time preacher. The church averages 
about 100 in attendance, has two elders and four deacons. Full 
support is available. For more information contact Jim Morrow 
at 915-695-3525.

Ancient Assyrian Engraving is Found by  
Farmer in Iraq

“Baghdad, Iraq — A slab engraved with cuneiform inscriptions, 
found by an Iraqi farmer, is shedding new light on the life and 
deeds of Sennacherib, one of Assyria’s greatest monarchs.

“Iraq Museum researchers in Baghdad showed off the find 
Thursday: a tombstone-sized slab, or stele, engraved with a 
portrait of the Assyrian king, Sennacherib, reviled in the Bible 
for sacking Judea and besieging Jerusalem. He is shown with 
a conical gold crown, long earrings and beautifully woven 
long beard.

“. . . ‘The stele depicting the king in full regalia is the third of its 
kind to be found so far,’ said Nawal alMutwali, a language expert 
at the Iraq Museum. The other two are in museums abroad.

“Engraved in wedge-shaped cuneiform on the 3-foot-high stele 
are the opening lines: ‘I am the beloved of the great gods. I am 
the great Sennacherib, king of the four corners of the world’” 
(The Indianapolis Star [July 30, 1999], A11).

California Still Leads U.S. in Abortions
“Atlanta — Abortions dipped slightly in California in 1996, but 
the state still had the highest rate in the nation and Wyoming 
still had the lowest, the government reported Thursday. 

“California has had the nation’s highest abortion rate since 
1984.

“The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released 
state-by-state statistics showing California recorded 280,180 
abortions, or 39 for every 1,000 women ages 15 to 44, in 1996. 
A year earlier, California reported 289,987 abortions, a rate of 
40 per 1,000.
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“Wyoming’s total increased from 182 in 1995 to 208 in 1996, 
the latest year for which statistics are available. The rate stayed 
at 2 per 1,000 women 

“. . . States reported 1,221,585 abortions in 1996, an increase 
of less than 1 percent from the year before. It was the first 
time abortions had failed to decline since 1990, when the 
total was more than 1.4 million” (The Indianapolis Star [July 
30, 1999], A10.

Vatican Orders an End to Gay Ministry
“Washington — The Vatican on Tuesday ordered an American 
priest and nun to end their 30-year ministry to gays and les-
bians, after an investigation concluded they failed to comply 
with the Catholic Church’s teaching on the ‘intrinsic evil of 
homosexual acts.’

“In a rare direct intervention, the Vatican placed a gag order on 
Sister Jeannine Cramick and the Rev. Robert Nugent, who have 
toured the country from their base in Prince George’s County, 
Md., teaching Catholic parishes ways to reconcile church doc-
trine with the realities of gay life. The decision effectively ends 
the careers of two of the most prominent gay-rights advocates 
within the Catholic Church.

“By issuing a public ‘notification’ calling the pair’s teachings 
‘erroneous and dangerous,’ the Vatican resorted to a level of 
punishment it has used against American clergy only twice in 
the last 60 years.

“. . . While the Vatican recognizes that some people are per-
manently homosexual — a concession many conservative 
Christians do not make — the church also teaches that ho-
mosexuality is a disorder and that such activity is sinful” (The 
Indianapolis Star [July 14, 1999], A12).

James Bond, 2630 Olivesburg Rd., Mansfield, OH 44903: On May 
25, 1999, I was injured in a serious accident that fractured my 
pelvis bone in several places and crushed bones and mangled 
muscle in my left leg. I was hospitalized for four weeks, two 
of which were spent in the trauma and intensive care unit of 
Columbus Riverside Hospital in Columbus, Ohio.

However, God was with me. With the work of six of the best 
doctors the hospital had to offer, my pelvis bone was recon-
structed in a six-hour surgery that left me with more pins and 
needles than my wife’s sewing basket. The surgery appears to 
be a success, although it will be several weeks, maybe months, 
before I can use my leg and return to normal activities. I have 
medical insurance that covers 80 percent of some of the me-
dial procedures and 100 percent of other procedures. At this 
time, we are not sure of what the remainder of the medical 
costs will be.

I received many cards and telephone calls from friends and 
brethren during this time. I would like to thank all of you for 
your thoughtfulness and kind remarks. Sister Hazel and I were 
pleased with the outpouring of Christian love and humility. We 
believe in prayer and our prayers were answered (Jas. 5:16).

The local church in Mansfield is going fine. Brother Daran 
Atkins from the Fredericktown church is carrying on the work 
of the local minister, while I am recuperating at home in bed. 
Brother Atkins is doing a fine job and the church is pleased 
with his work. We are blessed to have such a fine young man 
who stands firmly on the truth.

Again, thanks for your support. It always pays to be a Christian 
and expecially in times like these. May God be with all of you 
and keep us in your prayers. 

Tour Enchanting Europe
 

 Visit Budapest, Vienna, Salzburg, Innsbruck, Hit-
ler’s Eagle Nest, Liechenstein, and Lucerne. Cruise 
the Danube River and ascend the Swiss Alps on a 
cogwheel train. 

For a free brochure and further information con-
tact: Weldon E. Warnock, 87 Ormond Dr., Scottsville, 
KY 42164, 270-237-9514

with Weldon E. Warnock
 

June 6-15, 2000

Franklin, Tennessee Church in New Building
The Cedarmont church of Christ is now in their new building 
at 4001 Arno Rd. (corner of Arno Rd. and 96 East Interstate 65) 
in Franklin, Tennessee. They have been meeting in a rented 
house for the past three years. Stop and visit if you are in the 
area. Jim Gambill, 4001 Arno Rd., Franklin, TN 37064.

Field  
Reports
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Cahaba Hgts.Church of Christ

3251 Greendale Rd.
(near I-459 & Hwy. 280 interchange)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

 967-2150

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Pinson Church of Christ

4233 Glen Brook Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

 Evangelist:  Ken Chapman
(205) 681-6231 or 680-5770

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Vestavia Hills Church of Christ

2325 Old Columbiana Rd.
(near I-65 & Hwy. 31)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ken Marrs
822-0018 or 822-2191

ELGIN, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

Rt. 4, Box 54-1
(bldg. 2 blks. N of Intersection of
US 72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

FLORENCE, AL
College View Church of Christ

851 N. Pine St.
(adjacent to University Campus)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelists: David Thomley
Harold Comer, 766-0403

FOLEY, AL
South Baldwin 

Church of Christ
517 N. McKenzie St.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James E. Cooper
(334) 943-2686 or 943-3380

GARDENDALE, AL
North Gardendale
Church of Christ
380 Hickory Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Rouse
(205) 631-8415 or 631-8098

HAMILTON, AL
W. Hamilton Church of Christ

N.W. Corner Hwy. 74W and Rem-
ington Dr.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Myhan
(205) 921-2338 or 921-2605

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Chapman Acres Church of Christ

2137 Penhall Dr., NE
(I-565 E. to end, right on Maysville Rd., left on 

Chapman Ave., right on Penhall Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Johnson
(205) 536-5296 or 539-9018

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Hughes Rd. & Gooch Lane

Church of Christ
(Go 8 miles on U.S. 72 W.,
S. on Hughes Rd. ¼ mile)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Allen Dvorak
(256) 830-1654 or 837-2939

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Sparkman Drive Church of Christ

3200 Sparkman Drive
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Guy P. McDaniel
and Robert F. Hendrix

(205) 852-1175 or 430-0909

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Weatherly Heights Church of Christ

930 Weatherly Rd., S.E.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Freeman
881-9540 or 883-6753

MOBILE, AL
West Mobile Church of Christ

129 Hillcrest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff McCrary
(334) 342-4144 or 633-8377

MONTGOMERY, AL
Church of Christ
800 Perry Hill Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
5th Sunday 4: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John McPherson
244-1675, 277-9155, 271-4679

or 272-0801

MONTGOMERY, AL
Eastbrook Church of Christ

650 Coliseum Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Contact:  Sammy Bynum, 263-5790, 
Bldg: 272-4232

or Tommy Moore 288-0799 and 
Carroll Puckett 288-1461

OWENS CROSS ROADS, AL
Church of Christ at Elon
4021 Hobbs Island Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David Harwell
256-830-0879

PARRISH, AL
McArthur Heights
Church of Christ
5082 Hwy. 269

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

RED BAY, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

Meadow Dr. & Hwy. 24 East
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Maples, Sr.
(256) 356-2723 or 356-4513

ROGERSVILLE, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

81 Elgin Hills Dr.
(bldg. 2 blks. N. of intersection of US 

72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

RUSSELLVILLE, AL
Hwy. 43 By-Pass

(Across from local hospital)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Gilbert
(205) 332-2294 home or 

(205) 332-6918 office

SARALAND, AL
Shelton Beach Rd.
(N. Mobile Area)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paddy Kendall-Ball
675-2255 or 675-7820

SCOTTSBORO, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

John T. Reid Pkwy.
(on Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Gregory A. Legg
(205) 574-1603 or 259-1814

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

 PALMER, AK
Mat-Su Church of Christ

Kay Bank Plaza Bldg.
(P.O. Box 3141, 99645-3141)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.

Evening  5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Monty Howes (907) 696-7853
Jason Robertson (907) 745-1750 

Phil Douthitt (907) 696-8885

GLENDALE, AZ
Church of Christ

6801 N. 60th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 40 A.M.
Bible Study 5: 00 P.M.
Evening  5: 40 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dan Cook

MESA, AZ
Southeast Church of Christ

312 N. Kieth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.
Evening  6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rocco Lucari
(602) 963-9069 or 833-8236

PRESCOTT, AZ
Pleasant Valley

Church of Christ
2820 Willow Creek Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Pete Hicks
(602) 778-7858

TUCSON, AZ
Church of Christ

145 N. Country Club Rd.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hugh Delong
326-3634 or 722-3179

BENTONVILLE, AR
East 102 Church of Christ

910 S.E. 14th (102)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 273-3989

CONWAY, AR
Hwy. 65 Church of Christ

217 Highway 65
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Coffey
Bldg: (501) 336-0052

CONWAY, AR
Prince Street Church of Christ

2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 336-0669

FT. SMITH, AR
South 46th St.

Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell Blasingame
478-6108 or 782-0588

GRADY, AR
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 363
Hwy. 65 South

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Edgar J. Dye
(501) 247-0232

HARRISON, AR
Capps Rd. Church of Christ

407 Bella Vista Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Norman E. Sewell
741-9104 or 741-5151

HEBER SPRINGS, AR
Spring Park Church of Christ
(On corner of Sugar Loaf &

Center Sts. north of the park)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 7: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

362-8994

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Fairview Park Church of Christ

11820 Fairview Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Carrow
225-8200

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Church of Christ

7115 West 65th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis J. Sharp
Res. (501) 565-0943

Study (501) 568-1062

MARSHALL, AR
Marshall Church of Christ

(North Central, AR)
Hwy. 27 N 1 Mi. from 65 Jct.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Prince
(870) 448-2055

PINE BLUFF, AR
Church of Christ
4700 W. 28th St.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10:  35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clarence W. Fell
(870) 879-2097

RUSSELLVILLE, AR
Church of Christ

709 E. 16th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Evening   6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday   7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  A.W. Goff
(501) 968-7010

or 968-6372

TEXARKANA, AR
Church of Christ
2301 Franklin Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Derek R. Chancellor
772-0746 

VAN BUREN, AR
Van Buren Church of Christ

711 Access Road
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Sexton
(501) 471-5801

ANTIOCH, CA
Church of Christ

126 Railroad Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Dial-a-Bible Moment  
(510)  706-WORD

Evangelist:  Glendol McClure
(510) 757-8318 or 754-7077

BAKERSFIELD, CA
Rosedale Church of Christ

3011 Allen Road
Worship   9: 30 A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Hilburn

CANOGA PARK, CA
(San Fernando Valley)

Church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Kilgo
348-2193 or 346-5853

FOLSOM, CA
Church of Christ
800 Reading St.

P.O. Box 492
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: David Posey
(916) 676-5298 or 933-5298

FREMONT, CA
Church of Christ

in the Centerville area
39354 Fremont Blvd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(510) 794-7659

FRESNO, CA
Northside Church of Christ

1190 W. Herndon Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jack Flad
(209) 224-1061 or 275-0850
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HEMET, CA

Church of Christ
203 W. Acacia Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(909) 925-1991

LOMA RICA, CA
Church of Christ

5150 Fruitland Road
Classes        9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Preaching 11: 35 A.M.
Tuesday   7: 00 P.M.

Elders: Terry Clayton
and R.H. Herrig

(916) 743-0211 or 742-6249

LONG BEACH, CA
Church of Christ

3433 Studebaker Rd.
Bible Study   9: 50 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Cultos En Espanol Tambien
(562) 420-2363 or 

420-9577

OCEANSIDE-VISTA, CA
Church of Christ

2020 Sunset Drive
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell C. Bell
(760) 940-8003

PASO ROBLES, CA
Church of Christ
3545 Spring St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dell Evans
(805) 238-1682 or 238-2564

PLEASANTON, CA
Church of Christ

1072 Serpentine Lane, St. #
Bible Classes      9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Richard Dowdy
(510) 484-4188

SAN BERNADINO. CA
Church of Christ

1354 Mountain View Ave.
(Exit off I-15 at Baseline, east to
Mt. View Ave., left for 2 blocks)

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Royce Bell

SANTA BARBARA, CA
Church of Christ

2310 Chapala Street
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(805) 682-7756

AURORA, CO
(Denver)

Boston St. Church of Christ
1297 Boston St.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hoyt Houchen
(303) 366-5283 or 805-4820

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Northeast Church of Christ

6660 Galley Rd.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger Hendricks
597-6661 or 591-9932

GOLDEN, CO
Westside Church of Christ

13789 West 8th Ave.
(½ mi. E. of Indiana St.)

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

233-5683

GRAND JUNCTION, CO
Valley Church of Christ

491 Sparn Road
P.O. Box 40531

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Andy Berendt
(970) 245-5112

IGNACIO, CO
Church of Christ
295 Burns Ave.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 1: 00 P.M.

(970) 563-9418 

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO
Church of Christ

Mounted Ranger Bldg.
San Juan Street

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Lungstrum
264-6119, 264,4729, 264-4236

WALLINGFORD, CT.
Church of Christ

1213 Old Colony Rd., Rt. 71
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Afternoon Call
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ed Smith
(203) 284-2171 or 235-5576

BRIDGEVILLE, DE
Kent-Sussex Church of Christ

116 Irons Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Tim Fannin (302) 934-8903
Jerry Marvel (302) 629-4211

Bill Dykes (302) 855-1305

BARTOW, FL
Church of Christ

550 West Main St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Vernon Love
(813) 533-7725 or 533-3563

BROOKSVILLE, FL
Church of Christ

604 W. Fort Dade Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  V.C. McCormick
(904) 796-9803

Church of Christ
2431 Fortune Rd.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Copeland
(407) 931-1725 or 348-0300

KISSIMMEE, FL
Downtown Church of Christ

“On the Internet”
churchofchrist-kiss-fl.com

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy de Klerk
(407) 344-9027

LAKE CITY, FL
Lakeview Church of Christ

U.S. 441 South
convenient to I-75

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 752-1506 or 935-2976

LAKELAND, FL
Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Church of Christ
2510 Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship   9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Marc W. Gibson
(941) 688-4336

LAKELAND, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

3900 South Pipkin Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Jamerson
(941) 644-9463 or 644-6080

HELP 
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LUTZ (Tampa), FL
S. Livingston Ave. Church of Christ

16812 Livingston Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Bill Fairchild (813) 632-6941  H.E. 
Phillips (813) 949-8232

MARY ESTHER, FL
Mary Esther Church of Christ

6 Lane Dr. (1 blk. N of
Hwy. 98 on Doolittle Blvd.)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(850) 244-2335

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
Church of Christ
512 Plumosa St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Swain
(407) 631-8314

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
North Courtenay Church of Christ

2455 N. Courtenay Pkwy.

CHIPLEY, FL
Church of Christ

680 3rd St. (P.O. Box 31)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

DUNDEE, FL
Dundee Church of Christ

4th and Main St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James C. Yaw
(941) 439-3280

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
Northside Church of Christ

912 NW 19th St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clinton D. Hamilton
(305) 763-1404

FORT MYERS, FL
N. Ft. Myers Church of Christ

200 Pine Island Rd.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Vernon Eugene Ford
(941) 997-3959 or 567-0819

FORT MYERS, FL
Southside Church of Christ

13641 Learning Ct.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David P.  Schmidt
433-2838 or 482-2158

FORT WALTON BEACH, FL
Northside Church of Christ

520 Mary Esther Cutoff
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  O. Fred Liggin
(904) 244-0031

FROSTPROOF, FL
Church of Christ

40 W. “A” St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Felix Salazar
(941) 635-2607

JACKSONVILLE, FL
Marietta Church of Christ

8150 Driggers St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jamie Rhoden
783-2690 or 781-5704

KEY LARGO, FL
Key Largo Church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.

33037 m.m. 100.5 on U.S. 1
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roland Fritz
(305) 451-1194

KISSIMMEE, FL

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jere Frost
                  (407) 452-8822 

MIAMI, FL
Flagler Grove Church of Christ

               (Nearest to Airport)  500 
N.W. 53rd Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gene Robinson
(305) 634-5924

MIAMI, FL
Miami Shores Church of Christ

10275 N.E. 2nd Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lamont White
and Denis Florestant

(305) 758-3036 or 624-1487

MIAMI, FL
N. Miami Church of Christ

13521 Memorial Hwy.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Fred Shewmaker
(305) 893-6909 or 685-3203

MIAMI, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

1450 S.W. 24th Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Alfred A. Reinhardt
856-8376 or 856-6486

MIDDLEBURG, FL
Church of Christ

3155 County Rd. 215
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 282-5616

OCALA, FL
Church of Christ

3900 S. Pine
(441, 301 & 27 S.)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Hudgins
(352) 694-2922

OKEECHOBEE, FL
Big Lake Church of Christ
1115 Southwest 3rd Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Herb Braswell
(941) 357-3089 or 467-1013

ORANGE PARK, FL
Orange Park Church of Christ

1365 Kingsley Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Artur Loeber
(904) 282-9047

ORLANDO, FL
Azalea Park Church of Christ

6800 Lake Underhill Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Scott Love
(407) 277-7931

ORLANDO, FL
Par St. Church of Christ

15 W. Par St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Rod Amanet
(407) 898-8601or 628-2995

ORLANDO, FL
S. Bumby Church of Christ

3940 S. Bumby 
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Robert Harkrider
and David Banning

(407) 851-8031 or 855-2670

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL
Beach Church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Witherington
(904) 234-2521 or 784-7999

PANAMA CITY, FL
Church of Christ
3339 Florida Ave.

(Between Baldwin Rd. & Hwy. 390)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Marvin Hudson
(904) 265-6539

PENSACOLA, FL
East Hill Church of Christ

2708 E. Nine Mile Rd.
at Camberwell Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sam Brinkley, Jr.
479-2130 or 477-5819

PENSACOLA, FL
Northside Church of Christ

4001 N. Ninth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joseph R. Mazter
(850) 432-0736

PERRY, FL
Perry Church of Christ

714 N. Calhoun St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rick Mott
(904) 584-2645 or 584-8902

PLANT CITY, FL
Plant City Church of Christ

315 N. Wilder Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary M. Ogden
(813) 752-2227 or 752-2771

ST. PETERSBURG, FL
Church of Christ

901 49th St. South
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Doug Barlar
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SARASOTA, FL
Church of Christ

2445 Fruitville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  James Hanaker
and Mickey Martin

755-1128

SEFFNER, FL
Church of Christ

621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gibson
813-684-1297

 HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TAMPA, FL
58th Street Church of Christ

12200 N. 58th St.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(813) 988-3380 or 988-4646

TARPON SPRINGS, FL
Tarpon Springs Church of Christ

570 E. Orange St.
(corner of Disston)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Dickens
(727) 938-3967 or 937-9327

UMATILLA, FL
Golden Triangle Church of Christ

210 Kentucky Avenue
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Assembly 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  James L. Yopp
(352) 669-8490 or 483-0363

ZEPHYRHILLS, FL
Church of Christ
5444 Fourth St.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Don Hastings
(813) 788-9587

ACWORTH, GA
Etowah Church of Christ

2714 Valleyhill Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff Winburn
(770) 974-2814

ENTERVILLE, GA
Centerville Church of Christ

250 Collins Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  J. Wiley Adams
(912) 922-1158 or 953-5217

MARTINEZ, GA
Martinez Church of Christ

201 Belair Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John M. Trigg
863-9744 

PINE MOUNTAIN VALLEY, GA
Church of Christ
Route 116 (near

Callaway Gardens)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229

VALDOSTA, GA
Church of Christ

4313 North Valdosta Rd.
(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 6 off I-75)

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Evangelist: William H. Sowder, Sr.

244-8630 or 794-2456

WARNER ROBINS, GA
Westside Church of Christ

1158 Willow
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paul Ayres
(912) 784-7078

BLACKFOOT, ID
Church of Christ
370 N. Shilling

P.O. Box 158-83221
Classes   1: 30 P.M.
Bible Study 2: 30 P.M.
Worship 3: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Thompson
(208) 785-5773 or 785-6168

WENDELL, ID
Church of Christ

801 E. Main
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.

(208) 536-6296

ABINGDON, IL
Abingdon Church of Christ

209 N. Main
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John B. Wilson
(309) 462-5368

BENTON, IL
Church of Christ

203 N. Central St. P.O. Box 12
(north of Wal-Mart

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ronald D. Grifffin
(618) 438-2911 or 439-4605

BRADLEY, IL
Church of Christ

1505 E. Broadway
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jon Quinn
(815) 932-9014 or 939-3315

BURBANK, IL
Burbank Church of Christ

8230 S. Laramie Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Charles Eads
(708) 423-6703

CHICAGO, IL
Northside Church of Christ

4440 W. Adams St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James R. Davis, Sr.
624-7599

CHICAGO, IL
Church of Christ

1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Donald Hawkins
333-4875 or 224-9279

EAST ALTON, IL
Church of Christ
450 E. Airline Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Parks
(618) 259-7532

GLEN ELLYN, IL
Church of Christ

796 Prairie, 60137
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(630) 858-2290 or 529-2149

PALATINE, IL
Church of Christ

(N.W. Chicago Suburb)
1050 N. Deer Ave.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Speer
(847) 991-1288

BLOOMINGTON, IN
Church of Christ
825 West 2nd St.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

332-0501

CLARKSVILLE, IN
Clarksville Church of Christ

407 W. Highway 131
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Elmo Wilson
Church building:(812) 944-2305

 Home: (812) 288-4206
Elders: 944-1878 or 948-9917

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN
Southside Church of Christ
.2 mile east of U.S. 231 on 

300 S. (Rt. 7, Box 323)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church Bldg: (765) 361-9812
James Page: (765) 362-9168

DANVILLE, IN

2849 East Main St.
Bible Classes 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Willis
Home Phone: (317) 272-0506

Building: (317) 745-4708

ELLETTSVILLE, IN
Church of Christ

303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Johnie Edwards
(812) 876-2285 or 336-4630

HAMMOND, IN
Woodmar Church of Christ

2133 169th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(219) 845-8942 

HOBART, IN
Church of Christ
300 N. Liberty St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Owens
(219) 942-2663

JAMESTOWN, IN
Church of Christ

(1 Mi. south of I-74)
Cor. Darlington & Mill Sts.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Denver Niemeier
(765) 676-6404 or (317) 852-7782

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Castleton Church of Christ

7701 East 86th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

485-7771 or 842-3613

KOKOMO, IN
Church of Christ

1217 S. Courtland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 10: 30 A.M.
 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Blackaby
(765) 453-2356

MUNCIE, IN
Church of Christ

301 N. Calvert Ave.
Bible Study     9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Hamilton
284-5299 or 286-5488

NEW ALBANY, IN
Silver St. Church of Christ

1101 Silver St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Thurs. Morning  10: 00 A.M. 

Evangelist:  Guy Roberson
945-0664 or 945-7874

NOBLESVILLE, IN
Noblesville Church of Christ

1008 S. 9th Street

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle Pope
(913) 631-6519 or 599-3692

TOPEKA, KS
Oakland Church of Christ

553 Wilson
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

235-8687 or 273-7977

WICHITA, KS
Westside Church of Christ

3500 S. Meridian
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike O’Neal
Elders: B. Allen, L. Westbrook
(316) 729-9302 or 838-6274 

ASHLAND, KY
Tri-State Church of Christ
1314 Montgomery Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Edwards
(606) 325-9742

BEAVER DAM, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.

Worship      10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study    After Worship 
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(7:30 during DST)
Evangelist:  Gary E. Bagwell

274-4451 or 274-4486

BOWLING GREEN, KY
West End Church of Christ

1609 Parkside Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dudley Ross Spears
(502) 842-7880 or 781-4947

CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY
Sunny Hill Dr.

Church of Christ
(near the Dairy Queen)

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(502) 789-1651 

DANVILLE, KY
385 E. Lexington Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists
Steve Wolfgang & Scott Vifquain

236-4204, 236-8506
or 238-0860

ELIZABETHTOWN, KY
Collegeview Church of Christ

611A College St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Bryant
737-5498 or 737-4188

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evengelist: H.L. Collett
(317) 773-8864 or 773-2321

 

OOLITIC, IN
Church of Christ

400 Lafayette Ave.
P.O. Box 34

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

279-4332

PEKIN, IN
Church of Christ

(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary L. Coles
967-3437 or 967-3520

RICHMOND, IN
Gaar Road Church of Christ

1835 Gaar Rd. (1 mi. S. of
I-70 off Hwy. 227)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Douglas R. Clark
(765) 935-2911

TRAFALGAR, IN
Spearsville Rd. Church of Christ

6244 W. 500W
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Perry Hurst 
(765) 349-7313

WEST LAFAYETTE, IN
Church of Christ

1850 Woodland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 15 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry J. Curry
(317) 463-9947 or 463-6409

DES MOINES, IA
Church of Christ

1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ron Anderson
262-6799

GRINNELL, IA
Church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Al Sandlin
(515)236-6052

alchar@aol.com
 

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LENEXA, KS
Lenexa Church of Christ

7845 Cottonwood
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.

30
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES

ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

PASCAGOULA, MS
Chico Road Church of Christ

Corner of Scovel Rd.
& Chico Rd.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 762-9557

STARKVILLE, MS
Northside Church of Christ

1200 N. Montgomery St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

BLUE SPRINGS, MO
South Ave. Church of Christ

101 W. South Ave.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jim Bailey
(816) 228-9262

COLUMBIA, MO
Eastside Church of Christ

1510 Audubon
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

445-5497 or 443-0634

DONIPHAN, MO
Southside Church of Christ

Hwy. 142 E. ½ mile
(P.O. Box 220)

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(314) 996-3251 or 996-3513

FAIRGROVE, MO
Church of Christ

217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Bible Study  10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Walter Myers
(417) 859-2333

Joe Easterly: 759-2351

KAHOKA, MO
Westside Church of Christ

671 W. Thompson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  George Hickman
(660) 727-2090

KANSAS CITY, MO

Hickman Mills Church of Christ
11610 S. 71 Hwy.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(816) 331-6482

KANSAS CITY, MO
Nashua Church of Christ

11425 N. Main St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Broyles
(816) 532-4270 or 734-4142

KANSAS CITY, MO
Vivion Road Church of Christ

2026 N.E. Vivion Rd.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Kinzel
(816) 453-6157

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

$95.00 PER YEAR

GLASGOW, KY
East Main St. Church of Christ

106 Carnation Dr.
(across from Gorin Park)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Charles Holton, Evangelist
651-7141

HODGENVILLE, KY
South Lincoln Blvd. 

0.8 mi. south of Square  
on 31 E.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M

Jim Bickford: 358-4088
358-4352

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Indian Hills Church of Christ

116 Sequoia Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Cook
(502) 259-9727

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ

Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joey Cooper
259-4968

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church of Christ

3741 Taylorsville Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Humphries
499-9942 or 459-8730

LOUISVILLE, KY
Manslick Rd.Church of Christ

4724 E. Manslick Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Himmel
231-8435 

Office: 964-3624

LOUISVILLE, KY
Valley Station Church or Christ

1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Everette Hardin
937-2822

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

4401 West Broad St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sidney L. Shanks
502-772-3026 or 778-3254

OWENSBORO, KY
Westside Church or Christ

4201 Bent Tree Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Michael Thomas
(502) 683-4204 or 771-0000

OWENSBORO, KY
Southside Church or Christ

2920 New Hartford Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff Lankford
(502) 683-5386 or 684-8722

REGINA, KY
Road Creek Church or Christ
7 miles west of Elkhorn City

on Route 460 & Route 80
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(606) 754-9883, 754-8642
or 754-5398

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

1/4 mi. E. of I-65 or Hwy. 44
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Heath Rogers
(502) 543-4446

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Hebron Lane Church or Christ
Rt. 61 on Hebron Ln.1/4 mile

Sun. Morning 9: 00 A.M.
Sun. Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy Alexander
957-6845 or 957-5115

SOMERSET, KY
Southside Church or Christ

390 Old Monticello Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Art Ogden
(606) 679-5762 or 678-8005

TOMPKINSVILLE, KY
Lyons Chapel Church of Christ

Highway 100 East
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Lee
(502) 487-8448

BATON ROUGE, LA
Park Forest Church of Christ

9923 Sunny Cline Dr.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Crews
275-4684 or 273-1105

BOSSIER CITY, LA
Bossier Church of Christ

2917 Foster
Bible Study 9 : 30 A.M.
Worship 10 : 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Henderson
(318) 747-4308 or 868-9054 

LAKE CHARLES, LA
Southside Church of Christ

3919 Auburn St.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kenneth R. Hoyle
(318) 474-9122 or 474-9866

LEESVILLE, LA
White Park Church of Christ

17801 Nolan Trace
20 mi. from Fort Polk
(5 mi. W. of Leesville)

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(318) 239-4614

SHREVEPORT, LA
Twin Cities Church of Christ

203 Kay Lane
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: John West
(318) 797-0805 or 747-2766

STONEWALL, LA
N. DeSoto Church of Christ

172 Woolworth Rd. in Stonewall
(South of Shreveport)

Worship  9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

925-2831 or 925-2733

PORTLAND, ME
Church of Christ

856 Brighton Ave.
Maine Turnpike Exit 8

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 2: 00 P.M.

Call for mid-week assemblies
Evangelist:  Patrick Kelly

(207) 856-2909

ARBUTUS, MD
Arbutus Church of Christ

5205 East Dr., Suite D
(East Drive Shopping Center)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church phone: (410) 247-1396 or 
(410) 789-2080, 859-0116

SEVERN, MD
Southwest Church of Christ

805 Meadow Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(410) 551-6549 or 969-1420

RIVERDALE, MD
(Washington, D.C. area)

Wildercroft Church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dale Smelser
(301) 474-7460 or 464-9409

           

DECKERVILLE, MI
Church of Christ
2556 Maple St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Contact: Craig Thomas
(810) 648-5009 or 648-2515

ROSEVILLE, MI
South Macomb
Church of Christ
18551 Eastland

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(810) 775-4059

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

ST. CHARLES, MN
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 3: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Robert Lehnertz
(507) 534-2905 or 932-3521

ST. PAUL, MN
Summit Ave. Church of Christ

10 S. Grotto
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(612) 222-0872 or 738-7987

BOONEVILLE, MS
Church of Christ

101 Oakleigh Dr. Located on W. 
Chambers Dr., New Hwy. 4 By-pass

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship  10: 30 A.M.
Evening 4: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 728-3213 or 728-6345

COLUMBUS, MS
Woodlawn Church of Christ
359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Willis Logan
(601) 356-6629

GULFPORT, MS
Morris Rd. Church of Christ

located 1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd.
& 3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(228) 832-5529 

JACKSON, MS
Clinton Blvd. Church of Christ

5535 Clinton Blvd
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Leonard White
922-4957 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN, MS
Grandview Church of Christ

2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Frank Whidden
(601) 482-0543 (bldg.)

(601) 679-8542 or 483-3652

MERIDIAN, MS
7th St. Church of Christ

2914 7th St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: James Strickland
(601) 483-3101 or 483-4258
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Bitterness, A Form of Reli-
gious Insanity

Cled E. Wallace

The bitterness and malice which is often displayed toward each other 
by members of the body of Christ when unpleasant situations arise in the 
church is occasion for tears. Worthy men and women in normal situations 
act very unworthily under emotional stress. Good men sometimes threaten 
each other with physical violence 
or recourse at law, and have been 
known to make good their threats. 
They take advantage of each other, 
watching hungrily for any state-
ment that may be used or warped 
for personal or factional advantage. 
Men under the domination of the 
party spirit, party passion running 
high, often display evidence of 
religious insanity. They are beside 
themselves, and their best friends 
outside the heat of party passion 
marvel at their excesses in speech 
and rancor. Situations can arise in 
any church which call forth the 
best efforts of level-headed men, 
“sober-minded, sound in faith, in 
love, in patience.” We need more 
men who are anxious to claim the blessings of the Lord. “Blessed are the 
peacemakers: for they shall be called sons of God.” “Let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and railing, be put away from you, 
with all malice; and be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
each other, even as God also in Christ forgave you.”

It is most difficult for even good men to tell the truth when they come 
under the influence of factional passion. It is reason enough why we 
should all be watchful of the intents and purposes of our own hearts. 
“But if ye have bitter jealousy and faction in your heart, glory not and 
lie not against the truth . . . For where jealousy and faction are, there is 
confusion and every vile deed.” Every observer of church troubles has 
noted conflicting reports of what actually happened by men who were 
considered reliable in matters where their personal feelings were not so 
deeply stirred. A truthful man can earn a reputation for being a consum-



 Truth Magazine — October 7, 1999(578)

See “Factionalism” p. 600

    2

Vol. XLIII          October 7 , 1999            No. 19

Editor: Mike Willis
Associate Editor: Connie W. Adams

Staff Writers
J. Wiley Adams      Irvin Himmel
Donald P. Ames  Olen Holderby
O.C. Birdwell, Jr.  Frank Jamerson
Dick Blackford    Daniel H. King
Edward Bragwell  Aude McKee
Paul J. Casebolt  Harry Osborne
Bill Cavender   H.E. Phillips
Bob Dickey   Donnie V. Rader
Johnie Edwards  Tom Roberts
Harold Fite   Weldon E. Warnock
Larry Hafley   Lewis Willis
Ron Halbrook   Bobby Witherington
Clinton D. Hamilton Steve Wolfgang

Guardian of  Truth Foundation
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Connie W. Adams  Fred Pollock
Alan Birdwell   Weldon E. Warnock
O.C. Birdwell, Jr.  Mike Willis
Dickey Cooper  Steve Wolfgang 
Ron Halbrook

— Subscription Rates —
$19.00 Per Year

Single Copies — $2.00 each
Foreign Subscriptions — $22.00

— Bulk Rates —

$1.25 per subscription per month
Manuscripts should be sent to Mike Wil-
lis, 6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123, 
317-272-6520. E-mail: mikewillis1 @com-
puserve. com
All business matters should be addressed 
to O.C. Birdwell, Jr. who serves as Executive 
Vice-President for the Guardian of Truth 
Foundation. He is available by phone at 
1-800-633-3216 or by mail at P.O. Box 858, 
Athens, AL 35611.
Subscriptions, renewals and other cor-
respondence should be sent to Truth 
Magazine, P.O. Box 9670, Bowling Green, 
KY 42101.
Book orders should be sent to Truth Book-
store, P.O. Box 9670, Bowling Green, KY 
42101. Phone: 1-800-428-0121.
Postmaster: Send change of address to P.O. 
Box 9670, Bowling Green, KY 42101. 

Editorial

The Danger of  
Factionalism (1)
Mike Willis

Recently I sat in a meeting with several gospel preachers, represent-
ing rather conservatively 300-400 years of experience. As we discussed 
divisions that occur over liberal/conservative splits, the observation 
was made that the liberals attract those who are moving away from the 
doctrine of Christ, leading to further digression and apostasy, looser 
teaching, a more “grace oriented” approach, less distinctive preaching 
that distinguishes the Lord’s church from the denominations of men, 
sermons that are filled with anecdotes and few Scriptures, etc. On the 
other hand, those who preach a conservative message tend to attract those 
who are overly negative people (they are against whatever anyone else 
proposes), a legalistic mindset (salvation through perfect knowledge and 
obedience), divisive over every disagreement in understanding about a 
Bible verse or doctrine, and extremists. Because our message is more 
conservative, there is a tendency to attract such people and perhaps we 
have not written enough to address the problem of factionalism among 
us as a people.

In 1983, the Guardian of Truth Foundation published a book which I 
edited entitled Factionalism: A Threat to the Church which was designed 
to address this issue. Almost everything that I will write in this discus-
sion of factionalism has already been published in that book. I say that 
lest someone think, “Mike Willis is going liberal.” This material has 
been available for public consumption for sixteen years without anyone 
challenging it. I believe today what I believed in 1983 about the loose 
views about marriage, divorce and remarriage, the grace/unity (unity-in-
diversity) approach to unity (whether with reference to the divorce and 
remarriage issue or institutionalism, the sponsoring church, instrumental 
music, etc.), the sponsoring church, the church building and maintain-
ing fellowship halls, institutionalism, instrumental music in worship,  
and church support of missionary societies. Having stated that, I also 
emphasize that I believe the same thing today about factionalism as I 
believed in 1983 and believe that we have a significant problem among 
us with churches being ripped apart by factional brethren. Likewise, the 
early church was racked by both liberal and factional movements, and 
God’s word addresses both dangers.

What Is Factionalism?



(579)Truth Magazine — October 7, 1999
  

3

continued next page

Baptism and Salvation, 
Again

R.L Kilpatrick, the editor of Ensign responded in his July 1999 issue 
to my article in Truth Magazine of May 20, 1999 in which I reviewed his 
editorial from the March issue of Ensign on “Baptism For the Remission 
of Sins.” He thinks I missed the point of his article.

On the contrary, I understand very well where brother Kilpatrick is 
coming from. He holds the same view regarding salvation that many 
denominational people have held for many years. It is his conviction 
that salvation by grace through faith means that baptism is not essential 
for the sinner to become a child of God. As I pointed out in my first 
article, I am fully aware that salvation is by the grace of God and that it 
is predicated on faith. I raised the question “What kind of faith saves? 
Is it inactive or active? Is it obedient or disobedient?” He did not favor 
us with an answer.

He explained to us that what Peter “meant” in Acts 2:38 is “Repent 
and submit to the ordinance of baptism in view of the forgiveness of your 
sins, and when you repent you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
Then he said, “Baptism is the attestation that repentance has taken place 
in the heart of the sinner and he is now inducted into the Lord’s army of 
saved people.” What have we here?

The word “for” (eis) has been variously translated “for,” “unto,” 
“in order to.” Eis looks forward to an objective (remission of sins) not 
backward to an accomplishment (remission already achieved). The 
only authority he cited for his conclusion on Acts 2:38 is the fact that 
he said it. The standard translations give him no aid. “In view” of the 
forgiveness of sins suggests that the sins are already forgiven and that 
baptism becomes “the attestation” that one has been forgiven and is now 
inducted into the Lord’s army of saved people. In other words, we do 
not baptize a sinner but a person already saved and in the Lord’s army 
of saved people. This is the old argument that baptism is an outward 
sign (attestation) of an inward grace (saved already). The Bible teaches 
nothing of the kind.

Editor Kilpatrick complains that I make the sinner’s salvation depend 
on another human being since he cannot baptize himself. No, I do not 
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believe that the administrator of baptism can save anyone. 
Only God can forgive sin. Forgiveness takes place in the 
mind of God. But that raises a question. Since our friend 
believes that salvation is by grace through faith, just who 
is it that must have the faith, and by what means does he 
become aware of the grace of God extended toward him? 
Is it not the sinner who must develop faith? But how does 
he come to the point of faith? Paul said, “So then, faith 
comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ” (Rom. 
10:17). “How shall they hear without a preacher?” (Rom. 
10:14). Is faith miraculously bestowed or does it follow the 
process of teaching, learning, and accepting? If God uses 
other people in this process, then would our friend agree 
that the sinner’s salvation is dependent on another human 
being to teach so he can hear and learn? Would the presence 
of a teacher of the word deprive God of his divine right to 
save? Or would that be a part of his plan to do it?

The editor objects to saying that one is not scripturally 
baptized unless he understands the purpose for his action. 
But apply that to faith. Is faith in Christ misdirected if one 
professes to believe in him but is actually under the impres-
sion that Jesus was a good man and noble teacher but does 
not understand that he is the Christ, the Son of God? Jesus 
said, “Except you believe that I am he, you will die in your 
sins” (John 8:24). Does correct understanding matter about 
faith? The Bible teaches the purpose of baptism. It is “for,” 
“in order to,” “unto” the remission of sins.

Then our friend charges that “our minds do not dictate 
the terms of forgiveness. This is God’s domain.” It certainly 
is! He says further, “Brethren it is time to stop dictating to 
God.” Amen, and amen! The question is how does finite 
man come to know the mind of God? Is it not by divine 

revelation? Paul wrote, “Which things we speak, not in the 
words which man’s wisdom teaches, but which the Holy 
Spirit teaches, combining spiritual things with spiritual 
words.” Then “But we have the mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 
2:13, 16). The Holy Spirit guided these men into all truth. 
And the Spirit directed the words of Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; 
Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:26-27 and 1 Peter 3:21. Neither 
R.L. Kilpatrick nor Connie W. Adams had anything to do 
with writing those words. They came from the mind of 
God. Neither of us can set them aside, nor anything else 
the Lord inspired them to write. When my friend says 
“God will save him anyway” when he has not done what 
the mind of God revealed in his word, then who is it that 
is guilty of dictating to God?

The truth of the matter is that R.L. Kilpatrick believes 
that a sinner is saved before and without water baptism. 
He occupies the same ground in this that denominational 
preachers have long held and have debated numerous times 
with gospel preachers. The word of God plainly teaches 
that God’s grace is offered to those who respond to it with 
an active, obedient faith which leads them to do what God 
commands of the sinner including submitting to the act of 
baptism in water for the remission of sins. Gospel preach-
ers are as ready to affirm that in honorable controversy as 
they have ever been. At least this one is. Baptism has long 
been a bone of contention with denominationlists of every 
kind because it draws a line between those whose sins are 
forgiven and those whose sins are not. Indeed Jesus said to 
the apostles: “Whose sins you remit, they are remitted and 
whose sins you retain, they are retained” (John 20:22-23). 
“You mean I am not a Christian unless I am baptized for 
the remission of sins?” Read the passages which address 
this subject and you will see the answer. Is that offensive 
to many? To be sure. Are there brethren who squirm and 
writhe over this offense? Absolutely! What shall be done 
to remove this stigma of what editor Kilpatrick calls “our 
exclusiveness”? Why, ridicule those who teach exactly what 
the word of God says. Call them “legalists.”Accuse them 
of dictating to God. Belittle them. Insinuate that if they 
had a suitable amount of learning and mental acuity they 
would understand. Charge them with denying the grace of 
God. That ought to do it! Charge them with just looking for 
something about which to disagree. Yes, that’s it! 

Now when all the dust settles, Acts 2:38 still says, “Re-
pent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” R.L. Kilpatrick said it is “not 
necessary for us to quote since the verse is stamped on our 
foreheads.” It would help to get it deeply stamped in the 
hearts of those whose teaching denies what the passage 
says. R.L. Kilpatrick, thou art the man.

P.O. Box 69, Brooks, Kentucky 40109
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has been presented in such general terms that the audience 
can only see the application to someone else. They stop 
with telling the story of the “ewe lamb.” For their teach-
ing to be effective they need to do as Nathan did and say, 
“Thou art the man.” They need to show their audience the 
need for application in their own lives. Brethren, we need 
to realize that we are not doing anyone a favor if we teach 
in such a way that the student is unable to see the need to 
apply that which is taught to his or her own life.

Why is it that some may be called “ewe lamb” preach-
ers (i.e., fail to make application of the truth taught)? I 
am convinced that some simply do not want to risk upset-
ting those to whom they are speaking. If they can teach 
the “truth” and still not disturb or upset anyone they fool 
themselves into thinking they are “strong” teachers and 
are pleasing unto God.

It is OK to say that we must respect the teaching of 
God’s word regarding marriage, but the time comes when 
you have to tell that one who has divorced his wife for 
some cause other than fornication and has married again 
that he is guilty of adultery. It is fine to teach that we must 
put the Lord first in our lives but it may be necessary to 
point out to the one who allows anything and everything 
to hinder them from assembling with the saints that they 
are guilty of sin.

Yes, I think we have too many “ewe lamb” preachers. 
The need is for men who will teach the truth and are not 
afraid to make the application to those listening. I am 
sure David was thankful to God that Nathan was such a 
preacher and did not stop with just telling the story of the 
little “ewe lamb.”

1212 Melanie Ct., Lawrenceburg, Kentucky 40342-1724

“Ewe Lamb” Preachers
James Hahn

After David had taken Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, 
for his own, and had arranged for the death of Uriah, God 
sent Nathan the prophet to David. Upon his arrival, Nathan 
spoke the following parable to David:

There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other 
poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: 
But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, 
which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up 
together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his 
own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, 
and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveller 
unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock 
and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was 
come unto him; but took the poor man’s lamb, and dressed 
it for the man that was come to him (2 Sam 12:1-4).

David had no problem in seeing 
that a man who would take this little 
“ewe lamb” was worthy of death (v. 
5) and so stated. However, suppose 
Nathan had been like many preachers 
today. What would have happened to 
David? Nathan, up to this point, has 
taught the truth and has succeeded in 
getting the audience (David) to see 
how wrong it would be to act in the 
manner described, however it was not 

until Nathan declared to David, “Thou art the man” (v. 7), 
that David made the application to himself.

There are preachers today who will boldly declare that 
we must follow the Bible, and the Bible only, in all we teach 
and practice and will receive a hearty “Amen” from their 
audience, but they will never point out to that same audience 
that the name they are wearing in religion is not found in 
the Bible, or the church they are members of is unknown to 
the word of God, or that some specific act they are practic-
ing is not found in the Bible. As one man stated to me, “I 
preach principles, I don’t make applications.” These men 
soothe their conscience by saying, “I preached the truth.” 
What they don’t recognize, in many cases, is that the truth 
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again experienced the chilly hand of death. How we regret 
and resent, perhaps even hate, the intrusion. 

Job, who spoke of our ever-present trouble, spoke also 
of death. His words identify the fact of death as the cul-
mination of life. He said man “cometh forth like a flower, 
and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth 
not” (Job 14:2). The Apostle Peter wrote similarly saying, 
“For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the 
flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever” 
(1 Pet. 1:24-25).

Life is indeed a long and arduous journey. The obstacles 
along the way are innumerable. On almost every corner 
there are those who beckon us to “Come go with us.” In 
contrast, and in quiet solitude, there is yet another who 
calls unto us. He is Jesus Christ, Son of God, Redeemer, 
and Friend. While men offer the excitement of that which 
is pleasurable and popular; while men would give that 
which will bring present acclaim and satisfaction; nothing 
they can offer will afford the lasting peace and security 
which Christ alone can give. He offers neither popularity 
nor worldly pleasure. He said, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 
11:28-30).

There is a time in life when nothing is more important 
than rest. Nothing in this world can rival that rest and peace 
of mind that comes through Jesus Christ. It is a rest, not 
only in this present realm, but for that which is to come, for 
all eternity in Heaven, with God, with Christ, with all the 
redeemed of the ages. It is a realized peace which passeth 
understanding; a joy unspeakable and full of glory. Christ 
leads those who are his to that blessed rest. 

Nevertheless, to claim that rest we must walk through the 
“valley of death.” Almost six years ago I wrote an article 
about this journey which I wish to share with you, even 
with all of its inadequacies. 

“I Will Fear No Evil”

Eulogy for Dad
Lewis W. Willis

Ladies and Gentlemen, allow me to conclude our cel-
ebration of Dad’s life with these words . . .

There is no human experience so traumatic, so unforgiv-
ing, so immutable, so universal, so burdensome, so bathed 
in finality as DEATH! 

Of those things which apprehend us in life, we have a 
God-given nature and strength to withstand them and to 
overcome. If it be a mighty storm that utterly destroys all 
our accumulated earthly possessions, a maiming accident 
that leaves us broken and bruised, a merciless disease that 
leaves us weak and unable; an awful humiliation that leaves 
us shamed and stripped of our pride and dignity . . . there 
is a human resiliency within which empowers and sustains 
us; a facet of our nature, inherent from him who created 
us, which enables us to endure and to rebound. 

All of these too-frequently-evident calamities which 
engulf us are not new, unique, or unexpected. The Patriarch 
Job said, “Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and 
full of trouble” (Job. 14:1).

Against these human tragedies, we lash back, sometimes 
in desperation; sometimes in frustration; yea, sometimes 
in abject futility, yet, we lash back if perchance we might 
salvage that which is salvageable of our shattered lot in life. 
Instinctively, we collect ourselves sufficiently to rebuild 
the life which has been so quickly uprooted.

Yet, there is an enemy before which we are power-
less. No human thought, plan, or device can restrain that 
enemy so that its invasion into our lives is halted. That 
enemy, of course, is DEATH! None of those traumas al-
ready mentioned leaves us so undone, so helpless. There 
is no void so empty; no loneliness so debilitating; no fear 
and apprehension so frightening as that which death thrusts 
upon us. 

Some are caught by surprise when death invades the 
sanctity of their homes and lives. Others, especially Chris-
tians, live in expectation of this event. Today we have once 
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Of all the words written by David, none reflects the spirit 
of calmness, assurance, trust in God, peace, and serenity as 
does Psalm 23. No Psalm he wrote is as absent of anxieties, 
misgivings, doubts, or fears as this. J.J. Stewart Perowne 
said, “. . . certainly no image could have been devised 
more beautifully descriptive of rest and safety and trustful 
happiness” (The Book of Psalms 248). David introduces 
a remarkable transition — from peaceful recline in green 
pastures, beside still waters, to a walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death. With the Lord as his shepherd he had 
no want; his soul was restored. Wherever his path should 
lead, he feared no evil. Why? The shepherd was with him! 
Hear these inspiring words again: “The Lord is my shep-
herd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth 
my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.” 

In his commentary on Psalms, Franz Delitzsch said, 
“This rod and staff in the hand of God comfort him, i.e. 
preserve to him the feeling of security, and therefore a 
cheerful spirit. Even when he passes through a valley dark 
and gloomy as the shadow of death, where surprises and ca-
lamities of every kind threaten him, he fears no misfortune 
. . . his enemies must look quietly on . . . , without being 
able to do anything, and see how (God) provides bounti-
fully for His guest, anoints him with sweet perfumes as at 
a joyous and magnificent banquet . . . , and fills his cup to 
excess” (I:330-331). 

Pulpit Commentary, on verse 4, says, “The quiet paths 
of righteousness and peace remind the poet of the exact 
opposite — the dark and dismal way through the valley of 
the shadow of death. Even when so situated, he does not, 
he will not, fear . . . The same Protector, the same gracious 
and merciful God, will be still with him — leading him, 
guiding his steps, shepherding him, keeping him from evil 
. . . however long and however dreary the way through the 
dark veil, I shall still have thy guidance and thy protection” 
(163). Few of us have trouble handling times of joy and 
gladness. It is when our path leads to sadness, solitude, 
and sorrow, even toward death, that we fear and despair. 
The successful life prepares to deal with these opposite 
and extreme experiences. With eyes of wisdom we can 
possibly see times of joy or sorrow approaching. There is 
time to prepare our response and action. More often than 
not, the change occurs suddenly — without warning. This 
is more difficult to manage, especially if the event is sor-
rowful. God instructs Christians, with the Word, on how 
to survive these changes.

 

When trouble and death overtake one who is not a Chris-
tian, he is without hope (1 Thess. 4:13; Eph. 2:12). It is a 
real test, even for faithful Christians, when it is time to pass 
through the valley of death. What will be the nature of our 
death? Will it be sudden? Or, will it be long and painful in 
coming? Will we retain our dignity, or be stripped of it? 
Will we be safe in that realm to come? Will we gain the 
ultimate victory, or suffer the ultimate defeat? Will our soul 
be saved eternally, or lost? If death comes slowly or sud-
denly, can we face it with calmness, assurance and peace? 
These are the questions. We wonder about the answers. 
In facing death, we seem so alone. Not so for the faithful 
Christian! Albert Barnes wrote, “The dying man seems to 
go into the dark valley alone. His friends accompany him 
as far as they can, and then they must give him the parting 
hand. They cheer him with their voice until he becomes 
deaf to all sounds; they cheer him with their looks until 
his eye becomes dim, and he can see no more; they cheer 
him with the fond embrace until he becomes insensible to 
every expression of earthly affection, and then he seems to 
be alone. But the dying believer is not alone. His Saviour 
God is with him in that valley, and will never leave him. 
On his arm he can lean, and by his presence he will be 
comforted, until he emerges from the gloom into the bright 
world beyond. All that is needful to dissipate the terrors of 
the valley of death is to be able to say, ‘Thou art with me’” 
(Psalms I:212). 

I cannot imagine walking the valley of death without 
this confidence and hope. Why would anyone knowingly 
approach the valley unprepared? Why would any thinking 
person inflict upon his loved ones the despair of knowing 
he was not ready to meet God? When God has offered us 
his hand, assuring safe passage, why would we try to walk 
that way alone? I do not know when or how I shall die, 
but one thing is sure, I want my Savior to lead me to the 
safe harbor of the soul — into the presence of God. Let us 
join together in preparing for this inevitable journey, for 
“. . . it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment” (Heb. 9:27).

For the child of God, eternal rest is a desired reward, but 
getting to it, walking across “the chilly Jordan of death,” 
seems so lonesome and fearful, in spite of the assurances 
found in David’s poetic message. The words of a beauti-
ful old song, written by Charles E. Durham and Thomas 
Ramsey, are especially poignant, appropriate, helpful and 
meaningful to us today.

When I come to the river at ending of day, 
When the last winds of sorrow have blown;
There’ll be somebody waiting to show me the way,
I won’t have to cross Jordan alone.  

Oftentimes I’m forsaken, and weary and sad,
When it seems that my friends have all gone;
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There is one tho’t that cheers me and makes my heart   
 glad,

I won’t have to cross Jordan alone.  

Tho’ the billows of sorrow and trouble may sweep,
Christ the Savior will care for His own;
Till the end of the journey, my soul He will keep,
I won’t have to cross Jordan alone.  

I won’t have to cross Jordan alone, 
Jesus died all my sins to atone;
When the darkness I see, He’ll be waiting for me,
I won’t have to cross Jordan alone.

Our sins, which bring us under condemnation by God, 
are forgiven when we believe in Christ and the gospel 
message, repent of our sins, and when we are baptized into 
Christ for the remission of those sins (Acts 2:38). Only 
then is salvation realized. When one knows that his sins 
have been cleansed by the blood of Christ; that his is a new 
life in Christ; that the splendor of Heaven is his ultimate 
destination; his is a contentment, satisfaction, and peace 
of mind that few men ever come to realize.

His entire life soon bespeaks the essence of that for 
which responsible men long. He knows that the torturous 
darkness of sin has been dispelled with the glorious light 
of God’s Holy Word and in forgiveness. No longer must 
he grope painfully and hopelessly in confusion, for that 
which will supply the deeper needs of his immortal soul. 
The Word of Jehovah, as a beacon in the darkest night, has 
illuminated his path and it is the light of his life. He does 
not search in futility for that upon which he might lean. 
Christ is the anchor of the ship of his life and he finds 
refuge and safety in the Master’s protective, loving hand. 
His is something that no man can give; a blessed reward 
that no man can steal from him. The God of Heaven awaits 
to bestow that eternal blessing in which the redeemed of 
earth shall forevermore bathe themselves. And, let men 
praise his Holy Name!

Yes, the journey of life is fraught with frustrations. But, 
make no mistake, it is not an impossible venture. Scores 
have launched upon it and have found satisfaction for the 
deep-seated longings of their souls. Not all of these are 
faceless, nameless people in distant places and times. Some 
are our relatives, neighbors, and friends with whom we 
have trodden this time-worn earth; fellow travelers with 
us unto the grave; yea, even unto eternity. Today we honor 
the memory of one triumphant soul who has safely made 
his journey home.

Obituary
Onan J. (O.J.) Willis, of Woodlake, Texas, was born on 

June 20, 1908 at the Kinley Ranch on Highway 94 just 
outside of Groveton, Texas, and he died while a resident 
at Villa Hermosa Care Center in Fort Worth, Texas, on 

August 2, 1999, at the age of 91 years, one month, and 
thirteen days. He was preceeded in death by his oldest 
son, Homer Cecil, who died in 1997. He is survived by his 
beloved wife of 68 years, Wilhelmina, and by his children: 
Donald and Marilyn Willis of San Antonio, Texas; Lewis 
and Joyce Willis of Akron, Ohio; Ouida and Billy Stover 
of LaPorte, Texas; Sue and Forrest Morris of Alvin, Texas; 
Mike and Sandy Willis of Danville, Indiana; and Barbara 
and Johnny Coleman of Decatur, Texas. He is survived by 
81 blood-descendants: including 26 grandchildren and 48 
great-grandchildren. He is also survived by one sister, Irene 
Mochman, of Bryan, Texas. 

Many years ago, Dad surrendered himself in obedience 
to the Lord, becoming a Christian. Before long, he lost his 
way spiritually and wondered back into sin. I do remember 
that Cecil preached his first gospel meeting in Groveton 
in 1950, when Ouida and I obeyed the Gospel ourselves. 
At that meeting, Dad was also restored to faithfulness in 
the Lord, and he never looked back again toward sin. I 
remember his prayers through the years, in all of which 
he confessed his and our sinfulness, and asked for God’s 
forgiveness. And, friends, Dad prayed often! In this way he 
kept himself in a forgiven, saved relationship with God.

Today myriad thoughts about Dad flood our hearts and 
souls. Those special thoughts are as individual as we our-
selves are. Allow me some personal reflections. 

He was always “Dad” or “Daddy” to me. He never tried 
to be anything else toward me than “Dad.” I never doubted 
his love for me, nor his essential dedication to my success 
and well-being. He was always one of my most ardent 
supporters. He felt the same toward all of his children; he 
was without partiality. I remember the times when I deeply 
hurt and disappointed him. He would come home in the 
evening from a hard day’s work, we would have dinner, 
and then there was “business” that had to be handled. All 
through the day Mom would discipline us until she could 
do nothing more. She would then pronounce, “When Daddy 
gets home . . . ,” and we all knew what that meant! We 
were so good the rest of the day; even angelic at the table, 
anxious to help get the dishes cleaned after dinner. “Per-
chance, perhaps Mom will forget to tell Dad . . .” But, No, 
she hadn’t forgotten. Soon Dad would call the threatened 
offender to the back porch, pull off that l- o- n-g belt (he 
was a big man!), get hold of the arm and swing the belt. It 
wrapped around us about twice, it was so big. Candidly, 
I cannot recall that it hurt all that much, but we cried as 
though our lives were ending. 

The punishment was even greater if you were the second 
or third child that had to go out on the porch. The “torture” 
out there would still be resonating throughout the otherwise 
quiet little community of Woodlake (We Willises always 
had big mouths, especially as children. I’m certain we could 
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be heard screaming for miles). No, in case you are wonder-
ing, none of us suffered any lasting physical or psychological 
damage from those experiences, unless it was Dad! We all 
made it through those days intact as a family, with love 
abounding. God’s way worked in our home!

There was never any doubt about Dad’s devotion to Mom; 
they loved each other dearly! The interest of each was always 
for the other; they were not selfish, staking out their own 
territory. They were a unit — one flesh, as the Bible defines 
marriage — and their children and friends all recognized that 
fact. They shared more than 68 years of marriage. I cannot 
begin to imagine Mom’s life without Dad. 

Dad was an alarmist about the health of Mom and his 
children. If one of his kids was sick, something was done 
about it now! Those of us who are older (that’s all of us now, 
isn’t it?) remember Dr. Curry. He had a little Ford coupe 
which he drove for “house calls” in those days. If you weren’t 
the one who was sick, you still hated to see Dr. Curry’s car 
drive up out front. The medical solution to every childhood 
malady in those days was the newly discovered medicine, 
penicillin. Dr. Curry would pronounce, “O.J., I’ll need to 
give this one a shot of penicillin. And, since the rest of the 
kids will likely get the same thing, I think we ought to just 
go ahead and give them a shot too!” Yep, all of us were lined 
up and given a shot you know where, with the same needle! 
But, Dad got us well as soon as possible. I don’t know how 
many of those shots I got during my childhood. I do know 
that I am seriously allergic to penicillin today!

I also remember Dad as a worker. He worked hard in the 
trucking and timber business, beginning when he was but a 
young man. In those days, there were no big machines to do 
the job. Logging was back-breaking, hard work. Crosscut 
saws, teams of horses bunching and loading logs, double-bit 
axes, those were the tools in those days. Dad could swing 
an ax so effectively that he could almost cut a small log 
in half as fast as one might cut it today with a chain saw. I 
always marveled at this because I could never hit the same 
spot with an axe twice. I remember thinking that Dad could 
put that axe in the same groove for as long as he wished; he 
was that good with his tools. 

I also remember those early hours when he left for work. 
In the heat of an East Texas summer, Dad made an attempt to 
get a full day of work in before “it got hot” in the afternoon. 
That meant he got up about 3:30 or 4:00 in the morning and 
went off to work. He wore khaki clothes, those tan colored 
shirts and pants. By 9:00 o’clock in the morning, Dad’s 
clothes would be totally saturated with perspiration; they’d 
be “brown” then instead of tan. He would cool off while 
driving to the mill with his load of logs.  That was extremely 
dangerous work in those days and Dad limited severely what 
he would let his boys do. I also remember something else 
that we “city dwellers” can scarcely imagine. Dad would be 

driving a loaded truck to the mill when he would meet a 
funeral procession en route to the cemetery. He likely did 
not know who had died, but he would pull his truck to the 
side of the road, get out of the cab, remove his hat, and 
stand in respect as the family made their way to bury their 
dead. I personally think we have lost something valuable 
because we no longer show that kind of respect.

Dad’s career extended through this nation’s arousal of 
awareness concerning racial issues. I must confess that 
he used the highly-charged and insulting language used 
to refer to black people back then. Almost everybody, 
including blacks, used that terminology here in East Texas 
in those days. I would have thought Dad had a special 
prejudice toward blacks except for one recurring thought. 
He worked many black men in his logging business. If 
a black man was willing to work, Dad had respect for 
him. But if black man or white would not work, he had 
no use for them.

In rainy, winter weather when no logging could be 
done, hard times fell on the people working in the log-
ging business. Unable to work, there was no income; no 
wages. I often remember Dad taking whatever money he 
could get, sometimes going to the bank to borrow it, and 
distributing it to his crew (both black and white) because 
“they have families to feed.” I treasure that remembrance 
about his fundamental thoughtfulness and fairness in 
dealing with his people. 

I think I would like to have had Dad for a neighbor, 
except for the noise and confusion of a family with seven 
children in it. In stature, Dad was a giant of a man in his 
prime, yet he was the most kind, considerate, happy, and 
gentle man you could ever know. He was always helpful 
to his neighbors; respectful toward them and taught his 
children to be respectful as well; and he was never a threat 
in any way to the folks next door. That was the way of 
country, community life, young people, when we were 
children at home. 

Dad was never much of a public person. I suspect the 
nearest he ever came to public action was his involve-
ment in the worship of the church. Though all four of his 
sons would preach the gospel, and though his daughters 
would marry men who themselves would be very active 
in the church, Dad preferred to let someone else “take the 
lead.” Because he had such a limited education, complet-
ing only six years of schooling, he always thought that 
someone else could do the leading in worship better than 
he. However, because he attended small congregations 
without many men, he was thrust into a public role. He 
lead prayers, the singing, made announcements, and of-
ficiated at the Lord’s table. 

His practice of religion was different than is witnessed 
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in too many Christians today. We used to ask him to take 
us someplace (perhaps to visit relatives in Lufkin, only 
25 miles away. Dad would say perhaps “we can go three 
Saturdays from now.” Later we would even venture so 
far away as Houston; about 100 miles away.) But, not on 
Sundays. If we left, it meant a big decline in attendance and 
it took away those men needed to conduct the worship. He 
would say, “If we leave, who’s going to open and close the 
building?” So, we were in our place on the Lord’s Day. As 
a preacher, I long for families with that depth of commit-
ment to the Lord and the Church.

I could continue with my reminiscences, but I’ve spoken 
long enough. I do not wish to over-burden you.

Cecil once defined sympathy as “entering into the feel-
ings of another.” Until and unless one has encountered a 
circumstance exactly like that of another, I am persuaded 
that it is impossible to fully grasp how that person actu-
ally feels. It has not been long since we in this family had 
the stench of death all over us (Cecil died just two years 
ago), nor have we forgotten what it is like. All of us here 
are struggling to comfort and console one another through 
sympathy; to share our pain and grief. We have been pray-
ing for one another for months; we must not stop praying 
now. 

For the family, let me express to you, our friends, rela-
tives, and brethren, our gratitude for your deeds of kindness 
and thoughtfulness on this sad occasion. Thank you for 

caring! Thank you for sharing our time of grief. Your 
presence here will mean pleasant memories in the quiet, 
lonesome days ahead.

To the family, let me say something. We now have lost 
three of us, first Frankie, then Cecil, and now Dad. We 
are “going the way of all flesh,” and with age, we will be 
gathering for more and more of these sad vigils, with ever 
greater frequency. I do not know the condition of your soul, 
but I implore you, get right and stay right with God, if you 
need to do that. Do not inflict your death on us while you 
are unfaithful to the Lord! As you surely know now, death 
is almost too difficult to bear when the one who has died 
was faithful; it is almost unbearable if the dead loved one 
is lost eternally. Don’t do that to yourself or the family. 

This family has rendered a great service to the Lord 
through the years; through the grace of God, we will con-
tinue to do all we can to save ourselves and those around 
us. We are yet needed in the Kingdom. I appeal to us all to 
“be faithful unto death.” If we do so, a crown of righteous-
ness awaits us. Our prayer is that Dad now has his crown. 
Now, let’s work God’s works of righteousness and claim 
our crown as well. Dad, Cecil, and Frankie are waiting for 
us over there. 

491 E. Woodsdale, Akron, Ohio 44301

Reason in the Balance
by Phillip E. Johnson

T h e  a u t h o r  e x p o s -

Call Truth Bookstore: 1-800-428-0121

es the flawed underpinnings of naturalism in this 
discussion of evolution, sex education, abortion, God, 
the search for a grand unified theory in physics, what our 
public schools should teach, the basis of law and more.  
 

Paper — $12.99
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Some young people who needed encouragement have 
been cut down mercilessly by critics in the church. Mothers 
struggling to teach their little ones to sit with the adults dur-
ing church services have been harshly reprimanded when 
they needed sympathy. Elders have been driven from the 
eldership by an endless barrage of complaints and castiga-
tions. Preachers have packed up and moved due to incessant 
and totally unjustified criticisms.

For those who have set themselves up in the business of 
being compulsive critics, I suggest that it does not require 
brains, training, or special skill to find fault. Remember 
this — no one ever made himself great by showing how 
small someone else is. It is much easier to point a finger 
than to lift a helping hand. A person does not move up by 
running others down. Blowing out another’s candle will 
not make your light shine brighter! If you must look for 
faults, lay aside your telescope and use a mirror.

Some who loudly criticize others about the way they 
are rearing their children need to look at their own kids. 
Brethren who downgrade the Bible class teachers ought to 
get up and try their hand at teaching. Those who quickly 
condemn the mistakes of others ought to soberly reflect on 
their own blunders.

Let us strive to be fruitful workers, not habitual fault-
finders. Let us be dedicated builders, not senseless and 
malicious wreckers. Let us encourage and admonish, not 
spending our time and efforts in censure and kicking. Let 
us show an attitude of compassion and understanding, 
not a disposition to be harsh and judgmental. If we have 
criticisms to offer, let them be constructive and helpful, 
not unfair, rude, and mean-spirited. We can be firm and 
uncompromising in our stand for truth and opposition to 
error without becoming captious critics. We can earnestly 
contend for the faith without being cantankerous cavil-
ers.

Captious Critics
Irvin Himmel

The prophets of old severely denounced wickedness. 
They pointed out the shortcomings and iniquities of corrupt 
priests, covetous leaders, false prophets, and people who 
strayed from God’s statutes. Their exposure of immorality, 
idolatry, rebellion, and other sins made them unpopular. 
Their censure often was sharp and stinging.

There is a sense in which every preacher of the gospel 
is a critic. His work includes expounding the Scriptures, 
reproving, rebuking, and exhorting (2 Tim. 4:2). He shows 
the right way and warns against wrong ways. He is not 
passive in his attitude toward unrighteousness.

All Christians must be alert to helping one another to 
avoid pitfalls. Jesus said, “If thy brother trespass against 
thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him” (Luke 
17:3). “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault . . .” (Matt. 18:15). There is a proper 
sense in which each disciple can be called a critic.

It is in a distinctly different sense that I speak of critics 
in this article. I am referring to those who carp, quibble, 
wrangle, and are given to faultfinding. I speak of nitpick-
ers, knockers, backbiters, sore heads, and complainers 
— people who are harshly judgmental and specialize in 
censuring others.

There is one thing for which I am thankful, that is, the 
class of critics just defined constitute a small minority in 
most congregations.

Self-appointed critics test our patience. They will dis-
courage and defeat us if we allow them to do so. They 
arouse our righteous indignation. They rock the boat un-
necessarily and muddy the water when it could be crystal 
clear. They carp and scold constantly.

There is a story about a talented young musician who 
was depressed and dejected when he read the critics’ re-
views of his recent concert. A famous composer comforted 
him by patting him on the back and remarking, “Remember, 
son, there is no city in the world where they have erected 
a statue in honor of a critic.”
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forward to his death. “I’m going 
to a much better place,” he said. 
“I’m going to heaven. No doubt in 
my mind.”

Now, let us hear the rest of the 
story.

There is nothing good that can be 
said about this atrocious crime which 
was a working of Satan in his heart. 
Now, let us hear the rest of the story. I 
have made the journey from my home 
in Conroe, Texas to Huntsville’s El-
lis #1 unit a good many times to visit 
Ricky Don and study the Word of God 
with him. He constantly studied the 
Bible and was always thrilled to see 
me that we might pray and study the 
Word together for about two hours. 

Bob Pulliam, who preaches for the 
Woodland Hills church in Conroe, 
made these journeys with me. While 
I studied with Ricky Don, Bob taught 
another death row inmate. Ricky was a 
handsome man with a very clean and 
neat appearance. He was usually up-
beat in spite of the circumstances. At 
the end of our sessions I would ask the 
guard to let me buy him a soft drink 
which was handed to him through a 
very small door. I never shook his 
hand. The nearest we came to contact 
was to place our hands opposite on 
the heavy steel wire that separated 
us. I had the opportunity to meet his 
parents while preaching a meeting at 
the 84th Street church in Oklahoma 
City. They drove quite a distance to 
attend two nights of the meeting. Not 

Parents: Please Ask Your Children to Read This Entire Article

A Brother in Christ Is Executed

(Houston Post, 8-2-99) — Ricky 
Blackmon, set to die Wednesday 
for the robbery-slaying of a Shelby 
County man who was stabbed 
and slashed with a homemade 
medieval-style sword in 1987. 
Blackmon, 41, the first of the half-
dozen this month to face the lethal 
needle, says his death, likely to 
occur Wednesday because all his 
appeals are exhausted, is the best 
thing that could happen.
“Every young man on death row 
should give thanks to God when 
they get an execution date,” he said. 
“If they wanted to punish me, that 
would be a life sentence. They are 
giving me a way out. I’m thanking 
God for it.”
 
Blackmon acknowledges hacking 
to death Carl Rinkle, 26, at Rinkle’s 
Shelby County home in far East 
Texas the night of March 28, 1987, 
and taking about $600 in cash and 
a small pistol.
 
The murder weapon was a 3-foot 
long serrated-edge steel sword the 
former sawmill worker made out 
of a saw blade. He blamed a girl-
friend, jealousy, drugs, and a need 
for quick cash for the attack that left 
Rinkle butchered.
 
Blackmon’s girlfriend, who had 
been seen with the victim earlier 
in the evening, was arrested and led 
police to Blackmon. She wound up 
with a life prison term.
The son of a preacher, Blackmon, 
who was wearing a black ninja out-
fit at the time of the killing, said he 
spurned father’s teachings until he 
arrived on death row. He’s looking 

W.R. Jones

There are three  
mistakes Ricky  
made when he 

was a young man: 
•He decided to leave 
God out of his life. 
•He decided he would not listen to his  
parents. 
•He chose to run with 
the wild crowd.
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too long after that brother Blackmon, a 
gospel preacher, passed suddenly from 
this life. Of course, Ricky Don could 
not attend the funeral. They were 
godly people and according to Ricky 
they did what they could to bring him 
up in the right way. Parents should 
not be blamed for ungodly children 
when they have done their best to 
rear them in God’s way. Leon Goff 
baptized Ricky “into Christ” when he 
was a young man. After the execution 
his body was taken to Mt. Pleasant, 
Texas where Leon Goff and Larry 
Bilbo spoke at his funeral. A number 
of preachers and other Christians 
visited with him on various occasions. 
David Banning, who once preached at 
Huntsville and became friends with 
Ricky Don had been asked to witness 
the execution. Arnold Cochran, the 
present preacher at Huntsville, and 
David spent some time with him on 
Tuesday and on Wednesday before the 
execution time.

Ricky Don told me that when he 
was 17 years of age he rebelled against 
the Lord and his parents and refused to 
listen to their advice. He said, “Don’t 
blame my parents.” “Don’t blame 
the prosecuting attorney, he was just 
doing the job he was elected to do, 
nor the jury which simply acted on 
the evidence they heard. I alone have 
sinned.” Certainly, there were other 
wicked factors that helped provoke 
this crime, but he did the deed and he 
has paid the price of earthly punish-
ment.

He did not try to hide his sins. 
He is the only prisoner I have dealt 
with who fully and completely ac-
knowledged his wrong. Most inmates, 
to hear them tell it, were framed, 
mistakenly identified, just happened 
to be in the wrong place, or were 
abused as a child. Not so with Ricky, 
who said, “I am guilty, I deserved to 
be punished.”

He was penitent over his sins. If 
his language was true, and I believe it 
was, he was as sorry for what he did 
as the apostle Paul was for persecuting 

and killing Christians before his con-
version. Ricky constantly apologized 
and prayed that God would forgive 
him for his terrible deed.

He was constantly trying to teach 
others. I sent him the Messenger 
every week. He read every word and 
passed it around to others as much as 
possible. I sent him articles, and oth-
ers did also, which he used to teach 
those around him. Sometimes he was 
discouraged because others would 
not listen to the Truth, but he kept 
on trying. He wrote many letters to 
warn young people where he made 
his big mistake. If I knew of a young 
person who was getting on the wrong 
track, I would send him their address 
and he would send them a letter with 
some of the best advice one could 
read. I have read some of his letters 
to young people in various places 
and they were astonished. God alone 
knows how many young people may 
have been saved from ruin from his 
letters. Ricky has departed this life 
by reason of civil punishment, At the 
execution hour I could only think of 
Martin Luther King’s words; “Free at 
last, free at last, thank God Almighty, 
I’m free at last.” 

Young friends, there are three 
mistakes Ricky made when he was a 
young man. I urge you to beware of 
these three snares. He decided to leave 
God out of his life. Of course, God has 
been back in his life for a decade, for 
which we are grateful, but there was 
a time when God was not in the pic-
ture. It isn’t that he has not repented 
and that he cannot be saved, but just 
look at the price he has paid. “Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap. For he that soweth to his 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of 
the Spirit reap life everlasting” (Gal. 
6:7-8). Some of this reaping can take 
place in this life — what a price to 
pay. My young friends, don’t make 
this mistake.  

He decided that he would not 
listen to his parents. Children are not 

qualified to run their own lives, they 
need the guidance of good parents. 
Here is the reason why: “Foolishness 
is bound in the heart of a child; but 
the rod of correction shall drive it far 
from him” (Prov. 22:15). “My son, 
keep thy father’s commandment, and 
forsake not the law of thy mother” 
(Prov. 6:20). My young friends, don’t 
make this mistake. He chose to run 
with the wild crowd. The wild crowd 
will promise you great things, but they 
always bring you to a bitter end. 

My son, if sinners entice thee, 
consent thou not. If they say, Come 
with us, let us lay wait for blood, 
let us lurk privily for the innocent 
without cause: Let us swallow them 
up alive as the grave; and whole, as 
those that go down into the pit: We 
shall find all precious substance, 
we shall fill our houses with spoil: 
Cast in thy lot among us, let us all 
have one purse: My son, walk not 
thou in the way with them; refrain 
thy foot from their path: For their 
feet run to evil, and make haste to 
shed blood. Surely in vain the net is 
spread in the sight of any bird. And 
they lay wait for their own blood; 
they lurk privily for their own lives. 
So are the ways of every one that is 
greedy of gain; which taketh away 
the life of the owners thereof (Prov. 
1:10-19). 
My young friends, don’t make this 

mistake. 

Let us profit from Ricky Don’s 
mistakes. Let us learn and profit by 
the way he turned his life around. He 
is gone, but his lessons remain. Our 
sympathy to his mother and brothers 
and sisters. 

From The Messenger, Decker Prairie 
Church of Christ, Pinehurst, Texas, Au-
gust 8, 1999

Subscribe for  
a friend!
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Some consider prayer for emergency  
only. . . . It is an abuse of prayer to  
use it only in an emergency. “Pray  
without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). Apostasy in Limestone County

Eugene Britnell

It has been said that if the South is the Bible belt, Lime-
stone County is the buckle. There may be some truth in 
that, but the buckle is becoming a bit tar nished. There are 
more than fifty churches of Christ in this county. Some of 
them have attendance from three to four hundred people. 
The vast majority of these churches are conservative — 
opposed to spon soring churches, institutionalism, and the 
social gos pel. For that we are thankful!

It may be that not enough 
preaching has been done in the 
county in recent years concerning 
the unique position of the church, 
its distinctive plea, and opposition 
to denominationalism. This lack 
of under- standing and conviction 
has produced some members who 
are dissatisfied with the church 
and want to change it. A number 
(mostly younger peo ple), unable 
to get their way, left two congre-
gations (along with a few from 
others) and started what is known 
as “Valley Church” and the one 
meeting on Seven Mile Post Road 
west of Athens. A few of those 
misguided members went into the 
few churches known to be liberal 
or into denominations. They seem 
to be under the influence of the 
Nashville Jubilee, Rubel Shelly, 
Max Lucado, Mike Cope, Lynn Ander son, Randy Mayeux, 
Edward Fudge, and others.

These brethren have followed the four steps out lined by 
Dave Miller in his book Piloting the Strait:

There was a time among churches of Christ when there 
was a spoken understanding that members of denomina-
tions were lost since they were not members of the church 
described in the New Testament. With time, we moved into 

a period of unspoken understanding. Everyone knew what 
shape denominations were in; it was understood. But we 
shied away from verbalizing it, “lest we offend.” Tragically, 
the generation that grew up with such silence ushered in a 
new period that entailed unspoken misunderstanding. They 
had not been taught (Deut. 6:7). They mistook the silence 
of their parents for indifference and approval.

We are now reaping the consequences of these failings. We 
have now moved into a period of 
outright spoken mis understanding. 
Brethren are openly declaring their 
convic tion that the church of Christ 
is simply one denomination among 
many and those who are in denomi-
nations are saved Christians. They 
maintain that teachings like “the 
sinfulness of instrumental music” 
and “baptism unto remission of 
sins” are trivial in comparison 
with the need to “fellowship” and 
“unite” with those in the denomina-
tions (286-287).

 
 That describes the local situation 
completely! Some brethren have 
followed this pattern of apostasy.

In July of 1998, Edward Fudge 
returned to his native county for 
a series of lessons at the SMPR 
church. He returned to Houston and 

placed a mes sage on the Internet in which he said:

What a feast of fellowship we enjoyed in Athens on Friday 

night, Saturday and Sunday at the Seven Mile Post Road 
church (a church of Christ) — in ministry from God’s 
Word, roof-ringing congregational worship and praise, 
and testimonies to God’s kindness and love! We ended 
the feast Sunday noon with a table laden with food for 
our bodies. We are holistic beings; God provides for the 
entire person.
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life of purity, and caused a celebration in heaven as sin ners 
accepted Jesus as their personal Savior (The News-Courier, 
May 14, 1999).
 

 In a letter to Joe Curtis and Dwight Ridinger dated May 
18, 1999, I gave the above quotes and asked:

“Since the Seven Mile Post Road Church of Christ was 
listed as one of the sponsors and promoters of the show, do 
you endorse Tidwell’s statements that some people were 
saved at Beasley Field? If not, will you seek to correct his 
false and misleading statements?”

I have not received a reply from either preacher.

If they do not agree with Tidwell, they should realize 
the dangers of their ungodly compromise with sectar-
ians, repent, and seek forgiveness from God and offended 
brethren.

If they do agree with Tidwell, then they do not believe 
the truth! They believe in salvation by faith only and with-
out baptism for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). In other 
words, they endorse the kind of “conversions” as seen in 
the Billy Graham services.

If they refuse to answer (and it seems so), then they 
disobey a scriptural command (1 Pet. 3:15).

In the dedication service for their new building, the 
Valley church used denominational preachers as guest 
speakers. Now contrast that with the attitude of the early 
Christians as described by J.L. Hurlbut, in The Story of the 
Christian Church:

Heathenism was hospitable to new forms and objects of 
worship, while Christian was exclusive. Where gods were 

 
Shepherded by my life-long buddy Joe Curtis, and our 
brother Dwight Ridinger, the 7MPR Church fulfills Isaiah’s 
messianic vision of a time when “the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before the nations” 
(Isa. 61:11). God has wonderously saved some from drug 
addiction, delivered others from alcohol, healed others 
who were sick, mended troubled families, and transported 
many from the bondage of legalism and the ceaseless task 
of joy less religion to the freedom of a personal relationship 
with the living Lord.”
It was a treat to welcome visiting believers from Baptist, 
Methodist and Presbyterian churches, as well as from many 
churches of Christ.

Pentecostals would make the same claims about those 
who were “wonderously saved.” His reference to the 
“bondage of legalism” was directed toward relatives and 
fellow-Christians among whom he was reared — the 
faithful churches of Christ. He is refer ring to those of us 
who believe in giving book, chapter and verse for what 
we believe and practice. He and his “buddies” argue that 
we are not under law today. He implied — and he believes 
— that those “visiting believers” from denominations 
were saved believers. And of course they had that “feast” 
on Sunday. Edward can remember when there was not a 
kitchen or banquet room in churches of Christ in Limestone 
County. It’s another mark of apostasy. Would he say that 
the church is to provide every need of “the entire person”? 
Every need, Ed?

On May 8, 1999, a much-publicized musical show 
known as “Soul Stock 99” was held at Beasley Field at 
Athens State University. It was promoted by some sectar-
ian organization known as “Lightly Salted Ministries” 
— whatever that means. They featured two rock groups 
and a football player. Their aim was “to plant the seed of 
Jesus Christ in the hearts of our youth and to promote a 
spirit of unity among all who put their trust in Him.” The 
sponsoring churches include Baptists, Methodists, Pres-
byterians — and the Valley and SMPR churches. This has 
really opened some eyes among Christians in the county. 
Co- sponsors were the local newspaper and Harvest Field 
Bookstore.

Scott Tidwell, a Baptist, of Harvest Field Store, writes 
a weekly column in the local newspaper. Following the 
gospel/rock show, he wrote a report of what happened. 
We quote from him:

What a great event! There was a tremendous crowd, good 
music, great Christian witness and testimony, fun, friends 
and food — and most importantly, souls were saved at 
Beasley Field last Saturday night.

Last Saturday night in Athens, Alabama, thousands upon 
thousands of people gathered and praised God, heard about 
God’s life-changing love, were encouraged, to practice a 
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already counted by the hundreds, even by the thousands, 
one more god would make no difference. One emperor 
wished to place a statue of Christ in the Pantheon, a build-
ing in Rome, still standing, where all the important gods 
were worshiped. But the Christians rejected the offer with 
scorn. They would not have their Christ recognized merely 
as one of many deities (50).

The apostle Paul instructed the Christians at Eph esus to 
“have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them” (Eph. 5:11).

This paper is read across the nation. Many of you do 
not live in Limestone County, Alabama. These dangers and 
departures may not yet affect you, but to be forewarned 
is to be forearmed. This compro mising, stand for nothing, 
accept everybody and any religious practice is spreading, 
and it will continue. We must oppose it with all means 
available and de fend the one true church built by the Lord 
and to which he adds all the saved who have obeyed him 

An Appeal to Our Brethren in Limestone County

It is a matter of record that there has been con-
siderable drifting from the paths of New Testament 
teaching regarding how one becomes a Christian, the 
identity of the Lord’s church, the composition of the 
body of Christ, the scriptural functioning of a local 
church, acceptable practice in the area of marriage-
 divorce-remarriage, and even other matters. A recent 
advertisement in the Athens News Courier documented 
the participation of two congregations in a county youth 
rally, as it listed them as “church sponsors” with several 
denominational congregations. Especially telling was 
the claim that sponsors were interested in sowing the 
seed of Jesus Christ and encouraging unity among all 
who trust in Jesus.

Let it be remembered that Jesus promoted and prayed 
for that unity, but he based it on the word that the 
apostles would later teach (John 17:20). Unity sought 
on any other basis than the complete teaching of the 
Lord, including what his apostles did for him, is not 
the unity for which he prayed. Unity promoted among 
people who do not even subscribe to New Testament 
teaching on the essentiality of baptism is not the unity 
that he desired. Unity promoted among people who 
use instruments of music in worship, which lack the 
authorization of Christ, can never be the unity desired by 

Christ. Unity involving an amal gamation of religious 
bodies with their differing creeds and practice, though 
masked by the facade of all “trusting in Jesus,” is not 
what Jesus desired. The names, creeds, and practices 
of denominationalism all subvert the unity desired 
by Jesus. Only by laying them all aside can a proper 
approach to scriptural unity be made.

Our appeal in this brief article is to those truly 
trusting Jesus, trusting him enough to believe all that 
he authored and to do and be all that he required. We 
appeal to you to separate yourself from any group 
that approves such an approach to unity so you might 
stand with Christ and his people aloof from sectarian 
creeds and practices. We appeal to you to appreciate 
and respect the authority of Jesus Christ, who has the 
preeminence in all things (Col. 1:18). You have not 
so learned Christ, and we appeal to you to remember 
the teaching of the New Testament concerning the 
faith and practice of Jesus Christ. We appeal to you to 
throw off the yoke of soft teaching and compromised 
practice that you might occupy the firm ground of the 
faith once delivered to the saints. 

Bobby L. Graham
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as we read in Acts chapter two!

We close with another quotation from Dave Miller. He 
concludes his chapter on “Embracing Denomina tionalism” 
with this wonderful statement:

How tragic, that at the very time when our nation needs 
to have God’s truth clearly articulated, so many within 
churches of Christ are selling out and blurring the distinc-
tion between the false religions of man and the religion of 
God. Those within churches of Christ who are embracing 
the denominations and working hard to get others to do the 
same are, in reality, participating with Satan to fool people 
into thinking they are acceptable to God when they are not. 
Of all the changes that churches of Christ are currently 
facing, surely this fraternization with denomi-  national-
ism is the most sinister, the most destructive, and the most 
tragic in its implications for the future of the church and 
for eternity. Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do! (Piloting the Strait, 323).

  



(593)Truth Magazine — October 7, 1999

Upon mounting the pulpit I found myself in a cold place 
some twenty feet from the stove. (On other occasions I 
learned to preach with my overcoat on.) I gathered myself 
together and proceeded to preach to the group of seven with 
all the enthusiasm I could muster. The sermon was entitled, 
“Would Thou Forget Thy God?” I spoke 25 minutes. And 
the service was dismissed.

The three or four men present huddled after services. 
After their little impromptu business meeting was over they 
invited me to come back and preach for them, the first Sun-
day of the month for the rest of the year. Then to the second 
item of business — my pay. They said they usually gave the 
preacher the whole contribution when they had preaching, 
but the contribution that day only totaled $6.50. Therefore, 
they agreed that considering the distance I had come, they 
would dig into the treasury and give me $10.00.

The trip back home didn’t seem nearly so long and we 
were excited! Imagine — an invitation to preach once a 
month for ten months!

From an Old Preachers Journal

A Long Cold Trip
It was a cold blustery 

Sunday morning in mid-
winter.  I had been invited 
to preach to a congrega-
tion in the next county. 
The church is in an isolat-
ed part of the county and 
we had never attended a 
service there. The journey 
to a place where one has 
never been before often 
seems endless. So it was 
on that morning. Mile af-

ter mile, over hills and around blind curves we went. There 
was a coating of snow on the road. A light snow continued 
blowing unceasingly. Would we ever get there?

Then, there was the little town! It was strung out along 
the road with sharp curves to the right and the left. But, 
where was the church building? We were almost to the far 
edge of the community. Then we made a sharp left turn, 
over a bridge, up the hill and there it was! A typical country 
frame building. It was surrounded on two sides by a grave 
yard with two outhouses and a coal pile out back. Only 
three or four cars were in the muddy parking lot.

Clutching our Bibles we hurried through the biting cold 
wind and entered the building. When you enter a one room 
church building, one step takes you from the outside into the 
auditorium. However, we found ourselves, not at the back 
of the building but at the front. The front door entered right 
beside the pulpit stand. The seating capacity was perhaps 
sixty. A large coal stove stood right in the middle of the 
building. And there was the congregation! Seven shivering 
souls, huddled about the stove. My wife and I were very 
young and to us the congregation seemed very old.

We received a very warm welcome.

After delaying services about fifteen minutes past start-
ing time, they decided there would be no “late comers” and 
so the service began. The singing was poor, the prayers 
were awkward, the Lord’s supper was taken with surprising 
dignity and sincerity and it was time for the sermon.

17

Memoirs of  
Alexander Campbell

by Robert Richardson

Both volumes of this classic work under one 
cover. The Memoirs have a personal flavor and are 
rich in detail, both of the man and the great restora-
tion effort he led.

 
Price — $35.95



 Truth Magazine — October 7, 1999(594)



(595)Truth Magazine — October 7, 1999



 Truth Magazine — October 7, 1999(596)

child raising. The result has been just as many divorces 
in our land as marriages and the children are reaping the 
bitter price of their sin. Also, many American parents are 
abdicating their responsibility of child raising to imper-
sonal daycare centers or to modern philosophy manuals 
of enlightened humanists which propose training our kids 
in “tolerance and understanding” rather than a submissive 
respect for authority which can only be implemented with 
that good “ole fashioned Bible based” woodshed discipline. 
The wise preacher states, “Foolishness is bound up in the 
heart of a child; the rod of correction will drive it far from 
him” (Prov. 22:15). Foolish children are usually the product 
of parents who foolishly forsake the right ways of God to 
ensure their lifestyle is perceived “politically correct” for 
the approval of the “enlightened” ignorant masses. Yes, 
there is plenty of foolishness to go around today!

Christians, let’s not be foolish. Principles for proper 
child raising originate in Holy Scripture and our consis-
tent application of God’s Word towards our children will 
drive away their foolishness. This generation is filled with 
failures. Our children don’t have to participate! Our light 
must shine in our lives and in our homes, so our “two kids” 
can be the wise and mature men and women they ought to 

Are You Y2K Ready?

Kenneth D. Sils

It’s the hottest topic of the 
year. All over the television 
— over talk radio — in the 
newspapers and magazines 
— everywhere you look, 
people concede the possibil-
ity of a major international 
crisis occurring due to the 
calendar changing to the 
year 2000 and our comput-
ers are not ready. We have 
been warned not to be flying 

at midnight this New Year’s Eve. Some are storing up can 
goods and bottled water. What is going to happen? People 
really have no idea, but many are quite concerned. I’m not 
sure what to expect.

A couple of weeks ago, my family was out doing some 
shopping and in a causal conversation, I asked my oldest 
son if he was Y2K ready. He said, “I don’t know.” Then, I 
proceeded to ask him if he knew what I meant when I asked 
him if he was Y2K ready and he emphatically said, “Yes.” 
Puzzled by his certainty, I asked, “What is Y2K?’ He said, 
“Your two kids!” Of course, Sandra and I just about lost 
it, but when I regained my composure, I realized that was 
a good answer in which we should ponder.

Most parents in our generation are not Y2K ready. This 
generation, in many ways, has lost its composure when it 
comes to raising their two kids! So many children are tak-
ing “depressive” type of prescription drugs. Many kids are 
so rude, filled with “attitude,” failing in school work and 
exhibiting major deficiencies of character and the blame 
should, more often than not, be laid right at the doorsteps 
of their parents.

“What’s going on?” is the cry heard across the land. The 
answer to this question is actually quite simple. Modern 
parents, for the most part, have ceased implementing God’s 
instruction manual, the Bible, concerning marriage and 
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the very beginning. He had not yet had the time to speak 
the words whereby they could be saved. And, since faith 
comes by hearing (Rom. 10:17), they had not yet believed. 
To say that Cornelius was saved because the Spirit fell on 
him is to have him saved without faith. Friends, this con-
voluted argument of these preachers needs to be abandoned 
and forgotten.

The Holy Spirit falling on Cornelius and his house was 
to show the Jews that God was accepting the Gentiles as 
well as the Jews for the right of citizenship in the kingdom 
of God. In light of this occurrence Peter said, “Can any man 
forbid water?” (Acts 10:47). Again, Peter said, “What was 
I, that I could withstand God?” (Acts 11:17). Later, in Acts 
15:8 Peter stated, “And God which knoweth the hearts, 
bear them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as 
he did unto us.”

Cornelius was commanded to be baptized in the name 
of the Lord (Acts 10:48). He had to be baptized to obey 
God. His baptism was to save him as Jesus said, “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). 
“Saved” in this text is after baptism, not before. If Cornelius 
was saved without water baptism, he was saved without 
doing what Jesus said in the Great Commission. Peter told 
the Jews on Pentecost to repent and be baptized for (unto, 
ASV) the remission of sins. Cornelius was baptized for the 
same reason, that is, for the remission of sins. Yes, water 
baptism is essential!

Cornelius and Salvation
Weldon E. Warnock

Some misguided preachers tell us that Cornelius was 
saved before and without water baptism. They reason that 
since Cornelius (and his household) received the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit before he was baptized in water, then 
he had to be saved as only saved people receive the Holy 
Spirit.

However, these same preachers contend that alien 
sinners must receive the Holy Spirit in order to convert 
them. So, they have unsaved people with the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, Cornelius had to receive a direct operation of 
the Spirit before the baptism of the Spirit mentioned in Acts 
10:44-46. Hence, these preachers argue out of both sides 
of their mouths. When they preach how an alien sinner is 
saved, they have him getting the Holy Spirit to regenerate 
him. But, when they discuss water baptism they declare that 
those with the Holy Spirit, such as Cornelius, are already 
saved without water baptism. It looks like to me that they 
use whatever dodge is necessary at the time to prop up their 
erroneous doctrine.

Let us observe what the Bible clearly teaches about the 
conversion of Cornelius and his household.

1. Peter was sent from Joppa to Caesarea to tell Cor-
nelius and household words whereby they could be saved. 
When Peter rehearsed the conversion of the Gentiles in 
sequence to the church at Jerusalem, he states that an 
angel told Cornelius to send for Peter and he would “tell 
thee words whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved” 
(Acts 11:13-14).

2. The Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles as Peter began 
to speak (Acts 11:15). This verse states, “And as I began 
to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them as on us at the be-
ginning.” Peter had just begun his speech when the Spirit 
fell. Luke says “while” Peter spoke the Holy Ghost fell 
on them (Acts 10:44). The word “while” does not state at 
what juncture in Peter’s speech the Spirit fell whether at 
the beginning, middle, or end. However, Peter says it was 
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churches. The Rev. Russ Blowers, honorary chairman of 
the Indiana crusade, said local churches will minister to 
those called to God with the help of Graham’s organiza-
tion. ‘He works hand in glove with the local churches,’ 
Blowers said.” 

Graham Crusade Stresses Follow-up
Local churches and counselors will stay in contact with 
the 15,328 people who came forward during the crusade 
to “make decisions for Christ” — either by making a 
commitment to become a Christian or by renewing their 
commitment to their faith.

“As counselors, we keep the information on people we 
talked with. After a few weeks go by, we will be in touch 
to see if they have any questions,” said Bill Everhart, a 
crusade volunteer from Seymour (IN).

Within a day, Graham’s evangelistic association sent an 
encouragement letter to each of these people, and the 
person’s name was forwarded to his or her church. If the 
person didn’t attend a church, one that was involved (there 
were over 200 different denominations involved) in the 
crusade was given the information.

Graham’s organization also will refer new believers to a 
three-month Bible study program involving churches that 
participated in the crusade. (Sad to say this Bible study 
cannot include Acts 2; John 17:20-21; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 
4:4-6; Col. 1:18; Eph. 5:23-29; Eph. 1:22-23; and many 
more, JS.)

The crusade drew 193,500 people to four services and a 
program for children.
Officials also said they raised more than $2.5 million 
needed to stage the event, though final financial figures 

Billy at Indy
Jerry Shull

Billy Graham held one of his famous crusades in In-
dianapolis, Indiana, June 3-6, 1999.

He is a very charismatic person with a great delivery of 
his words and a charmer of millions; however, his message 
of  “go to the church of your choice” is in direct violation 
of the message from God.

The Scriptures teach that Christ is the founder of only 
one church — his church (Matt. 16:18). From the Louis-
ville, KY, Courier Journal, June 4, 1999:

50,000 people attended the crusade on June 3, 1999. There 
was a 4,000 member choir. Using the Columbine High 
School tragedy as an example that no one knows when life 
will end, Graham urged his listeners to repent, seek God 
and have eternal security.

An estimated 3,000 people — some crying — had come 
up toward the podium to pray with counselors.
Throughout his message, Graham focused on repentance 
and turning to Jesus Christ. Graham said, “Have you really 
opened your heart and life to Christ? Not only as savior, 
but Lord.” Graham asked the huge crowd, “You better 
decide for Christ now because you never know when your 
moment is coming. You are a walking dead person now if 
you don’t know Christ.”
 
On Sunday, June 6, the last day of the crusade, Graham 
said, “You don’t know when your moment is coming. It 
may come tonight.”

And with that he invited people to come down from the 
stands and gather in front of the stage, where counselors 
gave them packets of information and arranged to con-
nect them with local churches. (Quite a contrast to what 
Peter told the multitude on the day of Pentecost when they 
asked, “What shall we do?” Peter responded, “Repent and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins” — Acts 2:38, JS)
An estimated 2500 people answered that call joining more 
than 12,000 others who had done so during the previous 
three days” (Read Matt. 7:21, JS).Once Graham leaves Indy, he’ll pass the torch to area 

were not released. (Paul tells us in 1 Cor. 16:2, “Upon the 
first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in 
store, as God hath prospered him”, JS.)

It seems that Mr. Graham omitted baptism, but since 
baptism is “for the remission of sins,” how can he possibly 
ignore it (Acts 2:38; 22:16)? Jesus said, “He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). Baptism is 
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“Bitterness” continued from front page
mate liar in a short time in the middle of a church fuss. 
And too often the reputation is deserved. “Who is wise and 
understanding among you? Let him show by his good life 
his works in meekness of wisdom . . . But the wisdom that 
is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without variance, 
without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown 
in peace for them that make peace.” And it often happens 
that the individual who is most aberrant in his handling of 
facts is also most ready to hurl the short ugly word at the 
opposition. It reminded Paul of the manner in which beasts 
go at one another. “But if ye bite and devour one another, 
take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.” Think 
of brethren in Christ biting and snarling at one another like 
hungry wolves or wild dogs! It often happens.

Does It Favor My Side?
The factious spirit plays some ugly tricks on its pos-

sessor. It victimizes and deceives him. When he listens to 
a sermon or reads an article, his eye is single to only one 
consideration. Does it favor my side? If it does, then he is 
not critical of the facts involved. The rankest inaccuracies 
or the most reckless perversions may be passed upon with 
approval. If it does not, he may react resentfully toward 
pointed and helpful truth. A factious spirit can rob a man 
of the good he might receive from reading the Bible. It can 
change him into a mote-hunting, faultfinding hypocrite. 
Light becomes darkness as soon as it reaches his soul. 

Preachers and Petitions
It sometimes happens that a preacher who advocates 

majority rule will lead off a minority if he can’t get a 
majority. There is usually a grievance against elders and 
a circulating of petitions. Sometimes the preacher has an 
advantage in that he is in a position to do more election-
eering among his admirers than the elders can. And when 
it comes to voting and circulating petitions, it may be that 

some of the most active ones were in a state of suspended 
animation before the fuss came up. Children and various 
irresponsibles can be herded for a vote who are incapable 
of judging the principles involved. It is easier for them to 
fancy a preacher than an elder, anyway. Elders are not as 
good at flattery as preachers are who circulate petitions and 
advocate majority rule in churches of Christ. The friends of 
one preacher circulated a petition demanding that the elders 
“resign” and turn the church over to “the pastor.” Think 
of a thing like that happening in a church of Christ! In a 
case like that, of course the elders are responsible for any 
trouble that arises over their refusal to “resign” and turn the 
church over to “the pastor.” Circulators of petitions among 
churches are ordinarily good logicians also! If they cannot 
arrive at a conclusion along the route of sound reasoning, 
they can jump at it.

No Doctrinal Difference, But No Fellowship
Our brother mixed a little humor with his philosophy 

as he watched a preacher lead away a following to another 
place of wor ship. In justice to the preacher, be it said, he 
disclaims the idea of leading away anybody. He didn’t fol-
low, either. Anyway, they went along together. I’m not good 
at splitting hairs. The ones who went away, including the 
preacher, could not worship amidst the awful conditions 
in the old church. Our humorous brother thought it a bit 
arbitrary for anybody to come along and thus separate the 
sheep from the goats, when the only difference he could 
see bet ween the sheep and the goats was that the sheep 
followed and the goats didn’t. No doctrinal difference now 
exists between the two groups. And there is no fellowship 
between them, either. Former friends are now enemies, 
and those who once thought well of each other now have 
nothing to do with each other all in the name of Christ. 
(Reprint from “Sword Swipes” column, Gospel Advocate 
LXXV [5 Jan. 1933]: 3, title and sub-heads supplied by 
Ron Halbrook for reprint here.)
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one of the conditions with which one must comply in order 
to be saved in Christ (John 3:3-5; Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 3:27; 
1 Pet. 3:21).

The Holy Spirit revealed in Acts 2:41, “Then they that 
gladly received his word were baptized.” “And the Lord 
added to the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 
2:47). They did not have to wait three weeks for some 
counselor to tell them what church to go to; there was, and 
still is, only one church, the church the Lord died for, the 
church of Christ!

Jesus, who has all authority in heaven and on earth, said 
“Upon this rock I will build my church” (Matt. 16:18). Je-

sus did not say that he would build a church, his churches, 
or one of his churches. He said, “I will build my church.” 
Let me spell it: C-H-U-R-C-H — that is how many Jesus 
promised to build. Jesus also promises, “Every plant which 
my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up” 
(Matt. 15:13). 

5303 Skylight Dr., Louisville, Kentucky 40258
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The English word group from which “factionalism” is 
derived is the derivative of “faction.” A “faction” is “1. a 
number of persons in an organization, having a common 
end in view; especially, a party within a party, seeking 
to further its own ends, usually in opposition to the ends 
and aims of the main body or leadership of the party; a 
clique. . .  2. partisan conflict within an organization or a 
country; discord; dissension” (Webster).  The word “fac-
tious” means “1. producing or tending to produce faction; 
causing dissension. 2. produced or characterized by fac-
tion.” “Factionalism” is “factional quarreling; a spirit of 
faction.” The Bible addresses these attitudes and actions 
of men in no uncertain terms and labels them as sinful. 
Let us consider some of the Scriptures where such sinful 
conduct is addressed.

1. 1 Corinthians 1-4. The church at Corinth was torn 
apart by factionalism. The division had not progressed 
to the point that brethren were meeting in different loca-
tions, but there were certain identifiable factions within 
the local church, identified as “I am of Apollos,” “I am 
of Cephas,” “I am of Paul,” and “I am of Christ” (1 Cor. 
1:12). Paul condemned the factionalism or division in the 
church at Corinth (1 Cor. 1:10-17).  He called the divi-
sions schismata, from schisma which means “a. prop. a 
rent:. . . b. metaph. a division, dissension” (Thayer 610). 
George Campbell wrote, “whatever alienates the affections 
of Christians for one another, is manifestly subversive of 
both, and may consequently, with the greatest truth and 
energy, be denominated schism” (The Four Gospels I:321). 
Paul charged that the existence of these factions within the 
church was proof of carnality (1 Cor. 3:1, 3), envy, strife 
and division (1 Cor. 3:3). Let’s look at these words from 
1 Corinthians 3:3.

 “Carnal” is translated from sarkinos, a derivative of 
the word sarx (“flesh”), which means “wholly given up to 
the flesh, rooted in the flesh as it were” (Thayer 569). In 
1 Corinthians 3:3, the word sarkikos which is twice trans-
lated “carnal” is defined as “having the nature of flesh, i.e. 
under the control of the animal appetites. . . governed by 
mere human nature. . . not by the Spirit of God” (Thayer 
569). Evidence that the Corinthians were governed by their 
fleshly nature rather than by the Holy Spirit was shown by 
the existence of “envy, strife, and division.”

 The word “envy” is from zelos, a word that can describe 
a very positive zeal that sees the good in others and tries to 
make that a part of his own life, but is used in this context 
with an obviously negative connotation to describe “an 
envious and contentious rivalry” (Thayer 271). In conflicts 
that happen in local churches, disagreements occur that 
may have originated innocently. However, a person begins 
to view the conflict as a struggle in which his “side” must 
predominate. With all of the zeal of two athletes in competi-

tion with each other, the parties to the rivalry begin to see 
which side can gather the most adherents to its position. 
The same kind of “win at all costs” disposition that has 
had such a deleterious impact on sports at every age level 
can become the attitude of brethren who disagree. When 
this happens, the Bible’s teaching becomes subordinated 
to this spirit of rivalry that has one group against another 
group. “I am of Paul!” “I am of Cephas!”

 The word “strife” is translated from eris. It is defined 
as “contention, strife, wrangling” (Thayer 249). The word 
describes that condition that develops in a church when 
various parties turn against each other and vie for control 
of the congregation. The word “division” is from dichos-
tasia which is defined as “dissension, division.” This is the 
product that such dissension creates.

 The tragedy of the divisions that occur among so many 
congregations among us is that they occur with virtually no 
doctrinal disagreement among the brethren. Just because 
one person cannot conscientiously say something the way 
that another believes it should be said, division (which 
everyone admits is sinful) is justified under the pretense 
that one is “standing for the truth.” Standing for the truth 
never justifies slandering a brother by misrepresenting what 
he believes to make one’s own cause look more righteous, 
working to create support for one’s party by political cam-
paigning and maneuvering (every past disagreement that 
one had with someone on the other side is a legitimate tool 
to use to persuade another to join as a political ally against 
the other side), overthrowing elderships, driving away 
conscientious brethren because they happen to disagree, 
refusing to speak to one another, and a host of such like 
offences. What I have just described has been repeated in 
too many congregations for us to ignore the fact that such 
conduct is a problem among us at times.

 The Lord condemned such division in no uncertain 
terms. Writing in the context of 1 Corinthians 1-4, the 
context of the divisions created by the various parties at 
Corinth, Paul said, “Know ye not that ye are the temple 
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any 
man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for 
the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are” (1 Cor. 
3:16-17). This passage is not to be confused with 1 Corin-
thians 6:19 where the “temple” figure is used to describe 
the physical body; this passage is using the word “temple” 
to describe the local church. The “defiling” of the temple 
is that which occurs by sinful division. God’s judgment 
against those who destroy God’s temple by sinful division 
is clear: “him shall God destroy” (1 Cor. 3:17).

2. 2 Corinthians 12:20. In Paul’s exhortation to the 
church to turn away from ungodliness, he said, “For I fear, 
lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and 
that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest 
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“Factionalism” continued from page 2
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there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, 
whisperings, swellings, tumults: And lest, when I come 
again, my God will humble me among you, and that I shall 
bewail many which have sinned already, and have not 
repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lascivi-
ousness which they have committed” (2 Cor. 12:20-21). I 
think one can see from the superficial reading of this text 
that Paul is still concerned about the factionalism in the 
church at Corinth. Let’s look more specifically at some of 
the evidences of this factionalism that he mentioned:

 “Debates” is translated from eris, the same word as 
appeared in 1 Corinthians 3:3 which was there translated 
“strife.” The word does not describe that orderly polemical 
discussion of different points of view. The English word 
“quarreling” (NIV, NRSV) better captures the meaning 
of eris. The word “envying,” from zelos, also appeared 
in 1 Corinthians 3:3 and has previously been discussed. 
“Wraths” is from thumos, which describes “passion, angry 
heat. . . anger forthwith boiling up and soon subsiding 
again” (Thayer 292). There is another kind of sinful an-
ger translated from the word orge that describes a settled 
anger that shows itself in revenge, bitterness, malice, and 
hatefulness. But this word emphasizes what so frequently 
happens when brethren become embroiled in controversy 
and one loses his temper. Sometimes business meetings are 
disrupted by this kind of behavior, and conversations on 
the parking lot or in the vestibule become so heated that 
someone is guilty of this kind of sinful wrath. 

 Paul adds that “strifes” also come from sinful faction-
alism. The word is translated from eritheia which has an 
interesting history. It was “used of those who electioneer 
for office, courting popular applause by trickery and low 
arts.” (Have you noticed any such political campaigning 
to solicit adherents to one’s party in church divisions? 
The spirit of Absalom did not die when he died. He cam-
paigned to create dissatisfaction with the administration, 
feigning sympathy for the cause of every man dissatisfied 
with anything happening in the kingdom [2 Sam. 15:1-5].) 
Thayer continues to explain that the verb form of the word 
was derived from erithos which means “working for hire, a 
hireling” and then adds, “in the N.T. a courting distinction, 
a desire to put one’s self forward, a partisan and factious 
spirit which does not disdain low arts; partisanship, fac-
tiousness” (Thayer 249). If you think that brethren will not 
stoop to what Thayer describes as “low arts” to create their 
own following, you are naive. 

 Another expression of sinful conduct in the midst of 
factionalism is “backbiting.” The word is translated from 
katalalia, which Thayer defines as “to speak against one, 
to criminate, traduce” (Thayer 332). The English word 
“traduce” in case you are not familiar with it, means “to 
defame; to slander; to malign; to caluminate; to vilify” 
(Webster). Brethren who disagree sometimes latch on to 

the slenderest thread of “evidence” in order to make un-
believable charges against men whose moral character is 
above reproach, simply because they thought they could 
win people to their side by painting those on the other side 
as ungodly. This is factionalism in full bloom.

 Another expression of sinful conduct by factional 
people is “whisperings.” The word is translated from 
psithurismos, an onomatopoeic word, which means “a 
whispering, i.e. secret slander” (Thayer 676). The differ-
ence between katalalia and psithurismos is that one works 
out in the open and the other works behind the back and 
under cover, but both accomplish the same thing. Men who 
would not come to talk to a brother about their differences 
will work like a bunch of maggots behind his back to de-
stroy his influence and alienate him from those who love 
him.

 Another expression of sinful conduct by factional 
people is described as “swellings.” The word is translated 
from phusiosis, “a puffing up of soul, loftiness, pride.” 
Arrogance is typical of factional brethren who think that 
their own judgment is superior to that of all others and 
are willing to divide churches to press their opinion on 
others (it is so much superior to any other person’s opin-
ion). In circumstances in which men disagree over some 
matter, wisdom dictates that one should seek  a multitude 
of counselors, in obedience to the divine counsel (Prov. 
11:14; 15:22). However, when the advice that is given is 
not what one wants to hear, factional men tend to have such 
an arrogant disposition about their own opinions that they 
evaluate their own judgment as superior to that of older, 
wiser, and more experienced brethren. Of course, anyone 
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who agrees with him after having only heard his one-sided 
presentation, which usually gives a very slanted assessment 
of those who disagree with him, is judged to be a very wise 
man.

 Another expression of sinful conduct by factional 
people is “tumults.” The word is translated from akatastasia 
which means “instability, a state of disorder, disturbance, 
confusion: 1 Cor. xiv.33; Jas. iii.16; . . . plur. disturbances, 
disorders: of dissensions, 2 Cor. xii.20” (Thayer 21). Fac-
tional brethren create chaos in churches. The disorder and 
confusion that come is the natural result of their mindset.

3. Galatians 5:19-21. There are three words in Paul’s 
list of the works of the flesh that pertain to factionalism. 
They are “strife, sedition, heresies.” The words describe a 
progressive breakdown of the unity that should exist in the 
local church. Consider the definitions of these words:

 “Strife” is from eritheia, which we previously con-
sidered on 2 Corinthians 12:20. It was used historically to 
refer to the politician and then to the hireling disposition 
that works for what one gets out of working for himself 
(without regard to service to others). Then the word is used 
to refer to “a courting distinction, a desire to put one’s 
self forward, a partisan and factious spirit which does not 
disdain low arts; partisanship, factiousness” (Thayer 249). 
The first steps of factionalism are taken by a person with 
this kind of partisan and factious spirit who is working in 
the congregation.

 The word “sedition” is from dichostasia, which means 
“dissension, division” (Thayer 153). This describes the 
condition of a church when there are identifiable parties 
meeting together (“I am of Paul,” “I am of Cephas,” “I am 
of Apollos”). The progression of the division has increased 
to the point that the partisan and factious person has been 
able to gather a nucleus of men in support of his position. 
He presses others to accept his position to such a degree that 
he creates a reaction in opposition to himself. Now there is 
party “A” and party “Not-A.” When a church reaches this 
condition, dissension and division have occurred. All of the 
congregation is still under the same roof, but the presence 
of distinctive parties is evident.

 The third word is “heresies.” The word hairesis is used 
in this context without reference to the doctrinal correctness 
of the opinion that is held. Though error certainly may be 
involved, the emphasis here is on the divisive spirit rather 
than the content of the teaching. The heresy is heresy not 
because what is consolidating the party is unortho- dox, 
but because of the party spirit that loves its doctrinal po-
sition more than it loves its brethren. They would rather 
cling to their position, even if that means that they must 
drive away from themselves everyone who disagrees with 
them. Thayer defines the word hairesis as a derivative of 

haireomai, “choosing, choice. . . 3. that which is chosen, 
a chosen course of thought and action; hence one’s chosen 
opinion, tenet; acc. to the context, an opinion varying from 
the true exposition of the Christian faith (heresy): 2 Pet. 
ii.1. . . .4. a body of men separating themselves from oth-
ers and following their own tenets [a sect or party]: as the 
Sadducees, Acts v. 17; the Pharisees, Acts xv.5. . . . 5. dis-
sensions arising from diversity of opinions and aims: Gal. 
v.20; 1 Cor. xi.19” (Thayer 16). Notice that the “heresies” of 
Galatians 5:20 have nothing to do with unorthodox belief. 
Rather, it has to do with that holding of an opinion to the 
point of separating oneself from his brethren. At this point, 
brethren cannot meet together under the same roof.

 Until brethren come to grips with Paul’s statement that 
“strife, seditions, heresies” are works of the flesh that cause 
one to lose his soul, we will continue to have churches torn 
asunder by factional conduct of brethren. The weak defense, 
“We had to divide to maintain the doctrinal purity of the 
church,” is betrayed by the fact that the two groups created 
by the factional conduct continue to invite men standing 
for the same doctrine to hold their meetings and continue 
to believe, teach and practice the same things. Brethren 
this scenario has repeated itself in congregations all across 
America from time to time. Our factionalism is shameful. 
How often our announcement of “new congregation estab-
lished” is another way of saying, “A faction that could not 
get along with their brethren decided to start meeting two 
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6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123 mikewillis1@com-
puserve.com

Preachers Needed

San Antonio, Texas: The Crestway church of Christ in San 
Antonio would like to obtain a full-time preacher to work 
with them. The church has a new building, is debt free, self-
supporting and located in a growing area. For information call 
(210) 661-7458. 

Bedford, Ohio: The church that meets in Bedford, Ohio (512 Co-
lumbus Road) is conducting interviews for a full-time evangelist 
to work with the congregation. Harry Rice who has worked with 
us the past seven years will be retiring from full-time work in 
July 2000, Lord willing, due to health reasons. The congrega-
tion is self-supporting and would prefer an experienced man 
with a proven track record of personal work, but we will con-
sider every candidate. For more information contact one of 
the following: Andy Chernay, 6333 Edgehurst, Brookpark, OH 
44142, (216) 267-9611, Gerry Paugh, 76 Leyton Rd., Bedford, OH 
44146, (440) 439-4742, or Joe Stano, 928 Archer Rd., Bedford, 
OH 44146, (440) 232-8286. Our E-Mail address is briancos@aol.
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Write or call for a free brochure and further information: 

Weldon E. Warnock
87 Ormond Dr.,

Scottsville, KY 42164
270-237-9514

Fremont, California: The church at 36600 Alvarado in Fremont is 
looking for a full-time evangelist. The congregation has about 
40 members and the average attendance on Sunday mornings 
is in the 70s. They are able to fully support a preacher.  They 
prefer someone with at least ten years of preaching experi-
ence and either has children at home or has raised children. If 
interested, please send a letter of interest, a resume, and three 
personal references to: David Parks, 36283 Birkshire Pl., Newark, 
CA 94560, (510) 792-6914 or Roger Lee, 41319 Malcomson St., 
Fremont, CA 94538, (510) 651-0492.

Preacher Available
Phil W. Martin, 9005 Walker Rd. #1104, Shreveport, LA 71118 
(phone: 318-671-1531): Looking to move by October 1, 1999. 
My wife and I are newly married (May 1999).  I have been 
preaching in Stonewall, Louisiana since April 1998. Prior to that 
I have preached in St. Croix (during one summer), Canada, and 
various states in the US by appointment for four years. Looking 
for a group wanting sound preaching and teaching.

com and our phone number is (440)232-2231.

Meridian, Mississippi: The Grandview church of Christ is looking 
for a preacher. They are a small congregation, very conservative, 
with about 15 active members. They would prefer someone 
30 years or older with family. Of course they want someone 
of sound doctrine, who cares about the lost enough to visit 
not only them but their own members as well.  They just need 
someone to help get them started. They all love each other 
very much and there are no problems.  This person would 
need some support of his own but they can  pay a fair amount 
themselves. If interested, please contact Ron Cooper at his of-
fice at 1-800 467-2447. 

Lexington, Alabama: The Northside church of Christ (Hwy. 101 
N., P.O. Box 9, phone: 256-229-5270) is looking for a full-time 
preacher. Lexington is in northwest Alabama about 30 miles 
northeast of Florence, AL. The church has a recently refurbished 
3 bedroom, 2 bath home. If interested, please send a letter of 
interest including: work history, references, support require-
ments, and sermon tapes (if possible) to Northside church of 
Christ.
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

 KENNETT, MO
Church of Christ
703 Harrison St.

 Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(573) 888-6778

LILBOURN, MO
P.O. Box 270

211 Benton St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Shane Williams
(573) 688-2234 or 748-5204

MARSHFIELD, MO
Brentwood Church of Christ

Hwy. 38 East, South on Elm St., 
1/2 mile

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Norman Cass
(417) 859-5166

RAYMORE, MO
Raymore Church of Christ

107 N. Woodson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Wadlington
(816) 322-0042 or 318-0838

ST. JAMES, MO
Church of Christ

400 E. James Blvd.
(P.O. Box 308)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Larry Morris
(573) 265-8973 or 265-8628

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Church of Christ

2727 County Line Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(816) 233-2463 or 279-4737

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Prairie Hills Church of Christ

14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E of 
Intersection I-29 & Hwy. 169)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle White
(816) 233-6485

SPRINGFIELD, MO
Southside Church of Christ

1517 E. Cherokee St.
Bible Study    9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Tim Glover
(417) 881-3131 or 886-5304

BEATRICE, NE
Church of Christ

7th and Bell
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.

233-4102 or 228-3827

PORTSMOUTH, NH
Church of Christ

Anchorage Inn, 417 Woodbury Ave. 
(Rt.1 Bypass at I-95, Traffic Circle)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 12: 00  Noon
Jeff Swan — Call for more informa-

tion (603) 323-9333  
or 1-800-841-7857

MT. LAUREL, NJ
Mt. Laurel Church of Christ

in the Philadelphia Area
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.

(609) 665-2496

PISCATAWAY, NJ
258 Highland Ave.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Bible Classes 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gary P. Eubanks
(732) 463-1323

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

VAUXHALL, NJ
Church of Christ

Milbourn Mall Suite 6
2933 Vauxhall Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry A. Persaud
(973) 378-8999 or (908) 964-6356

ALAMOGORDO, NM
25th & Hawaii Church of Christ

P.O. Box 2065
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
(505) 439-9810 or 430-0494

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Albuquerque Church of Christ

1908 Sunshine Terrace SE
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(call to confirm time)
764-9277

ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Harris Blvd. Church of Christ
5424 E.W.T. Harris Blvd.

Worship 8: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Various members of 
local congregations

Don Moeller (704) 532-9242

DALLAS, NC
Deepwood Forest Church of Christ

2002 Lineburger Rd., Hwy. 275
(Between Dallas & Stanley)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis Woollums
(704) 922-8985

FAYETTEVILLE, NC
West Fayetteville
Church of Christ

5272 Butternut Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Arnold
(910) 424-5162

FRANKLIN, NC
Westside Church of Christ

156 Old Murphy Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gurtler
(704) 369-5186 or 369-8216

GRANITE FALLS, NC
Church of Christ
24 Park Square

Between Hickory & Lenoir
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 396-8107
or 294-6878

SALISBURY, NC
Salisbury Church of Christ

1037 Faith Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(704) 639-1135 or 279-4324

SANFORD, NC
West Sanford Church of Christ

202 Westover Drive
(1 blk. from US 1 and NW 42W)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Nay Rieber
(919) 775-5107 or 774-6935

Tom Gray, 776-0373

WINSTON-SALEM, NC
Church of Christ
2800 S. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening (call 336-784-5058) 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(336) 998-4002
or 785-2475

WARNE, NC
Warne Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 64 at Warne
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 389-6892
or 389-3097

LAS VEGAS, NV
Vegas Dr. Church of Christ

3816 Vegas Drive
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Robertson
(702) 648-4827

BEDFORD, OH
Columbus St. Church of Christ

512 Columbus Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Harry Rice
Building: (216) 232-2231

Home: (216) 232-9068

CANAL WINCHESTER, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

Southeast side of Columbus
7 ½ N. High St.

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 837-8859

CINCINNATI, OHIO
Blue Ash

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Evang:  Russell Dunaway, Jr.

891-3174

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CINCINNATI, OH
Lockland Church of Chist

419 W. Wyoming Ave.
Exit 12 I-75 - W. 2 blocks

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Calvin Schabach
821-0410 or 733-3187

CLEVELAND, OH
Lorain Ave. Church of Christ

13501 Lorain Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(216) 476-0660, 651-1689 or
(330) 725-3960, 723-0111

COLUMBUS, OH
Laurel Canyon

Church of Christ
409 McNaughton Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

868-1375 or 866-4535

DAYTON, OH
Haynes St.

Church of Christ
300 Haynes St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Wayne S. Walker
256-6647 or 256-0127

DAYTON, OH
West Carrollton

23 W. Main Street
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Grushon
856-5162 or 434-3090

DAYTON (Beavercreek) OH
Knollwood Church of Christ

1031 Welford Drive
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Keith Greer
426-1422 or 426-3325

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS 

FIND YOUR PLACE 
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

FREMONT, OH
Church of Christ
3361 W. State St.

1 mi. West of Fremont
on U.S. Rt. 20

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(419) 849-3340 or 849-3686

HAMILTON, OH
Westview Church of Christ

1040 Azel Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 35  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  David A. Stansberry
(513) 868-9988

HUBER HEIGHTS (Dayton), OH
Northern Heights
Church of Christ

5430 Fishburg Rd.
SW cnr. of Rt. 201 & Fishburg

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Bible Study 7: 00  P.M.

(513) 236-7611

HILLIARD, OH
Church of Christ

Heights  Church of Christ
7801 Zuni Road, S.E.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Dee Lancaster
266-7577 or 293-5635

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Westside Church of Christ

Sequoia Plaza
3320 Coors Blvd., NW

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(505) 839-9880

AZTEC, NM
Aztec Area Church of Christ

304 N. Main St.
Bible Study     9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 1: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(505) 334-0874 or 334-3913

BUFFALO, NY
Greater Buffalo Church of Christ

P.O. Box 808, W. Seneca
Bible Study 2: 00  A.M.
Worship  3: 00  A.M.
Tuesday 6: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Roy Diestelkamp
(716) 627-6546 
E-Mail address:

edgibson@juno.com

HUDSON, NY
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 573, Hudson 
Bldg: 86 Main St., Philmont

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(518) 828-2923, 329-3833, or 
672-4904

ASHEVILLE, NC
Church of Christ
Holiday Inn East

(Please call for directions.)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.

Evangelist: Joe Hickman
(828) 254-7332 or 684-3111

CARY, NC
Walnut St. Church of Christ

(Raleigh) 217 Walnut St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  (919) 467-0012
Jeff Archer:  319-1757

CHARLOTTE, NC
Charlotte Church of Christ

5327 S. Tyron St.
Worship     9: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Wendell Powell
(704) 525-5655 or 522-9971

CHARLOTTE, NC
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
4840 Cemetery Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 876-4089

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

MANSFIELD, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

326 Grace Street
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  James Bond
526-2868 or 526-4739

MANSFIELD, OH
Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Leon Bond
(419) 525-3684 or 522-8982

MARIETTA/RENO, OH
Jct. St. Rt. 7 & County Rd. 20

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Wed. - 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th weeks
Thurs. - 1st week

614-374-9827

NEW CARLISLE, OH
Church of Christ
235 Funston Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Lee
(937) 235-2470

NEW LEBANON, OH
Church of Christ
1973 W. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Murphy, Jr.
687-2985

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE 

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

NORTHWOOD, OH
(Toledo Area)

Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
893-3566 or 691-0688

NORWALK, OH
Church of Christ

State Rt. 250 & 13 North

386 N. Edgewood Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Randy Yerby

SALEM, OH
Church of Christ

484 Georgetown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(330) 337-6113

UHRICHSVILLE, OH
Church of Christ

638 Parrish Street
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 00  P.M.

(614) 254-4066, o r
(216) 339-3032

WAVERLY, OH
4th & Mullins

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 947-7122 or 947-1718

ALTUS, OK
Southeast Church of Christ

1105 Navajo
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(580) 535-4767

MIDWEST CITY, OK
Fifth St. Church of Christ

6512 SE Fifth St., Box 30544
(Near Tinker AFB)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Bond
(405) 737-5858 or 737-8272

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Broadview Heights

Church of Christ
3536 NW 38 St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: James B. Lusby
946-6301 or 728-3058

PURCELL, OK
Jackson & Green Ave.

Church of Christ
407 Jackson Street

(Mailing address - Rt.1, Box 80A)
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

527-3538 or 872-3596

STILLWATER, OK
East 6th Ave. Church of Christ

2417 E. Sixth Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Eppler
(405) 743-2603, 377-2847

TULSA, OK
Church of Christ

1702 S. Memorial Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J.T. Smith
627-5670 or 664-6629

TULSA, OK
Woodland Hills
Church of Christ

9119 E. 61 St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Pittman
(918) 252-1220 or 258-2720

AVONDALE, PA
Avondale Church of Christ

Glen Willow Rd.
P.O. Box 421

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Daniel Gatlin, Evangelist
(610) 268-2088, 869-2194

CARLISLE, PA
Walnut Bottom Rd.

Church of Christ
2637 Walnut Bottom Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Hawk
 (717) 776-6122

EXTON, PA
Exton Church of Christ

217 N. Whitford Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

363-8042

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Church of Christ
45 W. Durham St.

P.O. Box 4985
Bible Study 10: 15  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Tues. night 8: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.
(215) 248-2026 or 753-1362

VANDERYRIFT, PA
Church of Christ

156A Farragut Ave.
            

Worship 9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Thursday 7: 30  P.M.

(412) 337-4488

BEAUFORT, SC
Church of Christ

2107 King St., P.O. Box 4
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Paris Island, 8:00 A.M., Sunday

Evangelist: Ronald Nelson
(843) 524-4400 or 524-4652

BEAUFORT/BURTON, SC
Church of Christ

170 Robert Smalls Pkwy.
(Hwy. 170)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(803) 524-4281 or 525-1483

CHARLESTON HEIGHTS, SC
Ashley Heights Church of Christ

2605 S. Oakridge Cir.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Weliever
388-6811 or 381-7401

COLUMBIA, TN
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ

417 Mooresville Pike  
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Maxey
(931) 388-5828 or 380-1226

DIXON SPRINGS, TN
Dixon Springs Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 25 (between 
Hartselle & Carthage)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 868-9266

ERWIN, TN
Church of Christ

N. Erwin Hwy.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M. 
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry A. (Tony) Sayre
(615) 743-8251 or 743-4142

FRANKLIN, TN
Cedarmont Church of Christ

Arno Rd. & Hwy. 96E 
(P.O. Box 682042)

(1 mile East of I65 South)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M. 
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Gambill
(615) 790-2075

GOODLETTSVILLE, TN
Millersville Church of Christ

1158 Louisville Hwy.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jason Malham
(615) 859-1841 or 859-5941

JACKSON, TN
Old Hickory Church of Christ

841 Old Hickory Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
  Evangelist: Gary Kerr

668-1794 or 664-5295

JOHNSON CITY, TN
Brookmead Church of Christ

2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Kay 
615-928-4000 or 753-9865

KNOXVILLE, TN
7604 Chapman Hwy.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger D. Williams
(423) 573-6638

MADISON, TN
Church of Christ

Kemper at Tuckahoe Dr.
(10 min. from Opryland)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Friday  6: 30  P.M.

(803) 553-4970 or 553-4346

COLUMBIA, SC
Lower Richland Church of Christ

3000 Trotter Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J. David Powlas
(803) 783-6059 or 776-0754

SUMTER, SC
Woodland Church of Christ

3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday       7:  00 P.M.

Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.
773-0828

TAYLORS, SC
(Greenville Area)

Taylors Church of Christ
400 E. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Mosely
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728

www.taylors church of christ.com

WARRENVILLE, SC
(Aiken/Augusta Area)

Warrenville Church of Christ
P.O. Box 98

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 648-9451 or 649-0439

WEST COLUMBIA, SC
Airport Church of Christ

4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 755-0023 or 894-6471

RAPID CITY, SD
Church of Christ

1302 E. Fairmont Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Matt Allen
(605) 348-7990 or 688-9170

CHATTANOOGA, TN
North Hixson Church of Christ

5484 Old Hixson Pike
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Walton
(423) 870-8029 or 842-5526

CLEVELAND, TN
Highway 64 Church of Christ

111 Durkee Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(423) 344-7259, 479-6990
or 339-1068

COLUMBIA, TN
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ

1200 Nashville Hwy.,  
Hwy. 31N

Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Green
(615) 868-6078 or 662-8200

MARYVILLE, TN
Smoky Mt. Church of Christ

2206 Montvale Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

C.H. Buld (423) 984-4708
Harold Tabor (423) 977-4230
Gary Kirtley (423) 981-1885

MCMINNVILLE, TN
West End Ave.

Church of Christ
P.O. Box 8060, Zip 37110

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  David Young
(615) 668-7453

MEMPHIS, TN
Burlington Church of Christ

3825 S. Germantown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Doug Seaton
(901) 754-2765 or 853-7840

MEMPHIS, TN
Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Dick Blackford
(901) 388-2474 or 757-9001

MEMPHIS, TN
Hunters Run Church of Christ

6590 Stateline Road (west of  
Germantown Rd. Ext.)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Julian R. Snell
(901) 853-6726 or 363-9133

MURFREESBORO, TN
663 Compton Road

(1 mi. E. of VA Hospital)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Assembly    10: 00  A.M.
Assembly 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

David Arnold
(615) 896-6550 or 896-9474

Web page: http://www.mtsu.edu/@
arnoldd/bible.html

MURFREESBORO, TN
Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Kyle Campbell
 and Bill Cavender

(615) 893-1200

MURFREESBORO, TN
South Ridge Church of Christ

488 Barfield-Crescent Rd.
(Exit 81 off I-24, south 1 1/2 miles on 

231S, turn right)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 848-0303 or 893-5070

MURFREESBORO, TN
University Heights

Church of Christ
1412 East Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
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MURFREESBORO, TN

Westvue Church of Christ
316 Kings Hwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Duggin
896-1292 or 896-3943

NASHVILLE, TN
Bell Road Church of Christ

1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill O'Neal
(615) 833-4444 or 941-1134

NASHVILLE, TN
Hillview Church of Christ

7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(615) 356-7318 or 952-3433

NASHVILLE, TN
Perry Heights Church of Christ

423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Daniel H. King
(615) 883-3118 or 366-5009

NASHVILLE, TN
Riverside Dr. Church of Christ

1530 Riverside Dr.
(Close to Opryland and new stadium)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Wilson Adams
(615) 262-0241

ROCKWOOD, TN
Post Oak Rd. Church of Christ

1227 Post Oak Valley Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Moore
(423) 354-9416 or 354-0489

ROCKWOOD, TN
Church of Christ 
Highway 70 East

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(423) 354-2557

SHELBYVILLE, TN
El Bethel Church of Christ

Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader
(615) 685-1113 or 684-9099

WAVERLY, TN
Eastside Church of Christ

1412 E. Railroad St.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(931) 296-5217 or 296-4657

Northwest Church of Christ
7750 Highway 105

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Russ Bowman
898-4034, 287-3908

or 866-6939

CLEBURNE, TX
Church of Christ

404 South Caddo St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(817) 645-3588

CLEVELAND, TX
Church of Christ
310 E. Houston

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Raymond Meaux
281-592-1581

CLUTE, TX
Church of Christ

343 S. Main
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Lloyd
265-5283 or 265-2933

COLLEGE STATION, TX
Church of Christ

810 Southwest Pkwy.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Wayne Moody
764-6562 or 693-1758

COLUMBUS, TX
West Oaks Church of Christ

214 FM 806
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Herbert Thorton Jr.
(409) 732-3001

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Hwy. 9 Church of Christ

5853 Leopard St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Clyde Carter
(512) 777-0606, 241-0818, 

289-1559, 853-8637 or 289-1439  

DALLAS, TX
College Park Church of Christ

701 Centennial Blvd.
Richardson, Texas

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Rickie G. Jenkins
(972) 783-9777

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

DICKINSON, TX

Church of Christ, 2919 Main St.
(Between Houston-Galveston

Exit 19  on  I-45, east 2 mi. on 517)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 9: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jay Horsley
(281) 534-4870

DUMAS, TX
Central Church of Christ

424 E. First St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David M. Bonner
(806) 935-5363 or 935-6883

EDNA, TX
301 South Robison

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(512) 782-5506 or 782-2844
Elders: S.A. Mercer & S. Wilson

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
Web Page http://ykc.com/cofc/

EL PASO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ

3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Ken Looper (915) 821-1084
(915) 855-4327

FORT WORTH, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ

Altamesa at Landview
(“at the overpass”)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Tom M. Roberts
292-4908 or 294-9706

FORT WORTH, TX
West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd.

76114
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Stan Cox
(817) 738-7269

HARLINGEN, TX
Church of Christ

1625 Morgan Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Earl Dale
(956) 423-4690 or 423-6225

HOUSTON, TX
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road  (77084)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Mark White (281) 578-1897

HOUSTON, TX
Bellaire Church of Christ

8001 South Rice Ave.
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David O. Lanius, Jr.
(713) 668-4810

HOUSTON, TX
Church of Christ

in Oak Forest
1333 Judiway

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

(713) 686-0788

HOUSTON, TX (Southwest)
Murphy Rd. Church of Christ

2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

HOUSTON, TX
Spring Woods Church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Church Phone (713) 973-6667
Elders:  468-4753, 461-2222,

or 863-1927

HUNTINGTON, TX
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 858
One block north of U.S. 69

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 422-4623

IRVING, TX
Westside Church of Christ

2300 W. Pioneer Dr.
(closest to D/FW Airport)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Roberts
258-8527 or (214) 986-9131

http://www.flash.net/~westside

LANCASTER, TX
Dallas Avenue Church of Christ

601 N. Dallas Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 25  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Boshart
(972) 227-2910 or 227-1119

LANCASTER, TX
Pleasant Run Church of Christ

831 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 227-1758 or 227-2598

LUFKIN, TX
Church of Christ
4th & Groesbeck
401 E. Groesbeck

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 632-1771 or 634-7515

LUFKIN, TX
Timberland Dr. Church of Christ

912 S. Timberland Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.
 Evangelists: Harold Hancock

James W. Adams
634-7110 or 632-7070

MANSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ

1820 E. Debbie Lane

P.O. Box 165
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening  6: 00  A.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.                    
         

Evangelist:  Bobby Holmes
(817) 277-9186 or 

(972) 262-3818

MESQUITE, TX
(East Dallas)

Westlake Church of Christ
427 Gross Rd., 75149

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Haley
(972) 285-1610

MIDLAND, TX
Midland Church of Christ

3416 Thomason
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

694-3482 or 683-6725

NACOGDOCHES, TX
Mound & Starr Church of Christ

1439 N. Mound St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Randy Harshbarger

ODESSA, TX
Crescent Park Church of Christ

1415 Royalty
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Paul Smith
(915) 362-1777 or 366-5071

PLANO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)

Spring Creek Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 398-3221 or 231-3748

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Church of Christ in Valley-Hi

(Near Lackland AFB)
4302 SW Loop 410

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(210) 674-4188 or 628-1018

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Pecan Valley Church of Christ

268 Utopia (IH 37 S.E.
Exit Pecan Valley)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Byron Gage
(210) 337-6143 or 662-9336

SAN MARCOS, TX
San Marcos Church of Christ

2660 Hunter Road
P.O. Box 669

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Afternoon 2: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: George W. Slover
(512) 396-2399 or 353-0364

SHERMAN, TX

ALLEN, TX
Church of Christ
303 E. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Foy W. Vinson
424-5766

ALVARADO,TX
I-35 Church of Christ

(E. Service Rd. of I-35, North of 
Alvarado)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship  11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(817) 783-6308 or 790-7253

ALVIN, TX
House St. Church of Christ

516 W. House St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry R. Osborne
(713) 331-4953 or

331-9305

ANGELTON, TX
Kiber St. Church of Christ

P.O. Box 1162
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Moore
(409) 849-6246

AUSTIN, TX
Cedar Park Church of Christ
Brushy Crk. Rd. & Mustange

Cedar Park, Texas
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Everett
(512) 259-0924 or 219-6816

AUSTIN, TX
Wonsley Dr. Church of Christ

507 E. Wonsley Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff  Smith
(512) 990-7158 or 836-8532

Wonsleycoc@ao1.com

BAYTOWN, TX
Pruett and Lobit Church of Christ

701 North Pruett St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Larry Hafley
(281) 422-5926 or 421-7367

BAYTOWN, TX
East Side Church of Christ

2100 James Bowie
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tony Mauck
(281) 427-8729 or 837-9259

BEAUMONT, TX
Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ

3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Max Dawson
& Edwin Crozier
(409) 866-1996

BEAUMONT, TX

30
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES

ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

Westwood Village
 Church of Christ

314 N. Tolbert
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Fred Watkins
(903) 868-2809, 893-3637

TAYLOR, TX
South Loop Highway 79

Church of Christ
Route 2, Box 136B

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: John H. Crow
(512) 365-7058

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TEMPLE, TX
Leon Valley Church of Christ

4404 Twin City Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Stroud
(254) 939-0682 or 774-7551

TEMPLE, TX
Southside Church of Christ

2003 S. 5th
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Haynes
773-0931

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER MONTH

WEST COLUMBIA, TX
Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: David Weaks
(409) 345-3818

THE WOODLANDS, TX
Woodlands Church of Christ

P.O. Box 7664-77380
3987 Wellman Road

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

367-2099 or 367-1235

KAYSVILLE, UT
137 S. Flint St.

Bible Classes 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

For info. call (801) 544-1401
 or 451-4582

OGDEN, UT
Ogden Church of Christ

910 23rd St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(801) 394-1397
Bilingual English and Spanish

ANNANDALE, VA
Annandale Church of Christ

Washington, D.C. Area
4709 Ravensworth Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Contact: Floyd Chappelear
256-5543 or 830-0164

CHESAPEAKE, VA
Tidewater Church of Christ

217 Taxus St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Schlosser
(757) 479-5658 or 436-6900

CHESTER, VA
Chester Church of Christ

12100 Winfree St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Crowder
796-2374 or 530-2285

CHESTER, VA
Rivermont Church of Christ

2316 E. Hundred Rd.
(2 mi. W. of Hopewell on Hwy. 10,  

5 ½ mi. E, I-95, exit 61A)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert S. Swain
(804) 530-1764

NEWPORT NEWS, VA
Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ

315 Harpersville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Aaron Burleson
(757) 877-6264 or 838-5374

POUND, VA
Church of Christ

U.S. 23, 3 mi. S. of Pound
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.
Evangelist:  Daniel Holloway

(703) 796-5767

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER YEAR
$95.00 PER QUARTER

RICHMOND, VA
Forest Hill Church of Christ

1208 W. 41st St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Jack Bise, Jr.
(804) 233-5959

RICHMOND, VA
West End

4909 Patterson Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evang.: Michael W. McLemore
(804) 358-7933, 320-3948

or 750-2873

RIDGEWAY, VA
Church of Christ (Rd. 750)

2273 Old Leaksville Rd. 
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Tom Knight - 956-3637
Webster Ford - 956-3093
Jamie Hinds - 956-4651

ROANOKE, VA
Blue Ridge Church of Christ

Blue Ridge Mall, Unit 16
9 mi. E. of Roanoke, Rt. 460

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Call:  Larry Powell
(540) 992-5912 or

Building (540) 977-1277

STAFFORD, VA
Ruby Church of Christ

5 mi. S. of Stafford
US Rt. 1 - P.O. Box 1524

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(540) 373-9466
or 972-2598

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Virginia Beach Church of Christ

Pembrook Manor
Recreation Building

4452 Hinsdale St.
P.O. Box 8693 (23450)

Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(804) 486-6639 or 486-6245
www.vb-churchofChrist.com

BELLINGHAM, WA
Northside Church of Christ

5201 Northwest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Price
(360) 354-7867 or 384-1807

BREMERTON, WA
Church of Christ

500 Pleasant Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.

Elders: Howard Reagan
Harold Trimble, Otto Spieth, Scott 

Saario
377-5622

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TACOMA, WA
Manitou Church of Christ

4806 So. 66th St.
(P.O. Box 7523, 98407)

Sunday 9: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(253) 759-7875
(425) 557-9242

Voice Mail: (253) 752-5616

Barrio Colon
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 8: 00  P.M.

(54) 51-561645 or 219123
Evangelist: Carlos Gatti

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta

Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 A Ave. N.E. T2E ISI

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Derek Chambers
(403) 276-8088 

Services in English and Spanish

CANADA
Jordan, Ontario, Loriso
Jordan Church of Christ
2863 Regional Road 81

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(905) 562-4739, 685-3896

CANADA
Hamilton, Ontario

33 Highcliffe
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Monday    7: 00  P.M.

Closest Church to Toronto
Steve Rudd, Evangelist

(905) 575-8437

JAPAN
Okinawa, Japan

Mid-Island Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Call 645-6334, 622-5163 
for information

WEST GERMANY
Kaiserslautern Area

Ramstein Church of Christ
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(06371) 17049 or 44529

HELP
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR 

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

Greenbag Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeremy Joy
(304) 292-3276 or 296-9793

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ

210 Cedar St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Brian Price
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Roberts Ridge Church of Christ

Rd. 2 - Box 368-A
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Sam Wood (304) 845-2202
Ray Crow (304) 845-8098

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOU
PLACE OF WORSHIP

THIS SPACE
$25.00 PER QUARTER

$95.00 PER YEAR

PARKERSBURG, WV
Marrtown Church of Christ

825 Marrtown Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 861-0342 or 422-7458

RAVENSWOOD, WV
Church of Christ
1101 Gallatin St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Christian
273-0261 or 273-3267

MILWAUKEE, WI
Metropolitan Church of Christ
1029 S. 58th St., P.O. Box 14187

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Girardot
257-3035

Church: 258-8520

ARGENTINA, Cordoba
Iglesia de Cristo

Pasaje Alicante 2431

VANCOUVER, WA
Church of Christ

Temp. at Sara J. Anderson School, 
2215 N.E. 104th St.

P.O. Box 2488, Zip 98668
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00  A.M.

(360) 687-9196
(360) 263-2168

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

YAKIMA, WA
W. Washington Ave. Church of Christ

902 W. Washington Ave.
Conservative

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(509) 248-8190 or 248-5614

BECKLEY, WV
Church of Christ
100 Carriage Dr.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Weldon E. Warnock
(304) 252-8108 or 255-1136

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

522 Daugherty St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 346-2112

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

873 Oakwood Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 342-5637

CLARKSBURG, WV
Westside Church of Christ

Davison Run Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 782-2132

FAIRMONT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ

934 East Park Avenue
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 366-4523 or 449-1495

MORGANTOWN, WV
Glen Oaks Church of Christ

3130
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see “Song” on p. 632

Difficult Bible 
Passages 

 

Vol. XLIII  No. 20
October 21, 1999

The Song of the  
Century 
Dick Blackford

 

An Internet site is taking a poll to determine the best song of the 
century. John Lennon’s song “Imagine” is winning. It is winning over 
Louie Armstrong’s “What A Wonderful World.” Imagine that. 

 
At the Atlanta Olympics of 1996, Lennon’s song was the center 

piece of the closing ceremonies. It was sung by Stevie Wonder and 
broadcast around the world during prime time and was watched by 
over one billion people. 

 
On October 9, 1990, Yoko Ono 

spoke before the United Nations 
and a recording of “Imagine” was 
broadcast to 130 countries over 
1000 radio stations to over one 
billion people. The Armed Forces 
network beamed it to 80 more 
countries.  

 
While one may admire Len-

non’s ability, right-thinking 
people must disdain his athe-
istic communism. Tom Brokaw 
(of NBC) told us Lennon began 
his rebellion against authority 
when he was ten years old. The 
peace he longed for will never 
come through the philosophy he 
advocated in his song. 

 
“Imagine There’s No Heaven, It’s easy if you try.” Lennon wanted 

us to believe Jesus was lying by promising us heaven. This would 
mean Jesus was not the son of God. Jesus taught us to live morally 
and              righteously that we might spend eternity in the place he 
has gone to prepare and where he now reigns (John 14:1-3). Lennon 
never advocated morality. 
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see “Factionalism” on p. 633 

Editorial
Editorial

The Threat of  
Factionalism (2)
Mike Willis

A man that is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject (Tit. 
3:10, KJV).

Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time. After that, 
have nothing to do with him (Tit. 3:10, NIV).

After a first and second admonition, have nothing more to do with anyone 
who causes divisions (Tit. 3:10, NRSV).

Titus 3:10 contains Paul’s instructions to the preacher Titus about 
the dangers that a factious man poses to a local church. We will do well 
to study this passage in detail and pay careful attention to its instruc-
tions.

The word “heretic” is used in English to describe “one who holds he-
retical opinions; one who holds to a doctrine or opinion contrary to that 
which is generally accepted or established.” In theology it means “one 
who holds to a doctrine or opinion that is contrary to the fundamental 
doctrine or creed of one’s church” (Webster).

What does the word “heretic” mean in Titus 3:10. The NIV translates 
the word hairetikos as “a divisive person” and the NRSV as “anyone who 
causes division.” Whether or not the idea of “false doctrine” is a part of the 
context of Titus 3:10, we are well aware that the Scriptures condemn an 
on-going fellowship with those who teach doctrines contrary to God’s 
divinely revealed will (see 2 John 9-11; Rom. 16:17-18; etc.). Also, we are 
aware that the word hairesis is used in Galatians 5:20 in a context that 
clearly describes the divisive conduct of the person rather than his false 
teaching. Perhaps, we will not misuse the text in this article to concentrate 
on the aspects of divisiveness in the context of Titus 3:10 in this study of 
factionalism. (For a consideration of the aspect of teaching false doctrine 
that can be included in the definition of the word, see my article entitled 
“Hairesis and Hairetikos,” Truth Magazine XIX:4 [November 28, 1974].)

J.J. Van Oosterzee wrote, “In regard to the question frequently mooted, 
whether, by the heretics spoken of in the New Testament, we are to 
understand men who swerve from sound doctrine, and wrest the truth; 
or rather those who, by ecclesiastical dissensions, destroy the unity of 
the body of Christ, and thus do violence to love, the answer is simply 
this: This whole distinction rests upon an arbitrary antithesis between 
truth and love, faith and life. In swerving from the purity of the Apos-
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Beware of the Leaven
Connie W. Adams

When Jesus warned the apostles to “take heed and beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees” they reasoned that he 
said this “because we have taken no bread” (Matt. 16:6-7). He quickly 
reminded them of the miracles of feeding the five thousand and then 
the four thousand and how much was taken up in each case. He said 
their problem was one of “little faith” (v. 8). They could not get past the 
physical to the spiritual. “How is it that ye do not understand that I spake 
it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees and of the Sadducees? Then understood they how that he 
bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the 
Pharisees and of the Sadducees” (vv. 11, 12).

The sect of the Pharisees began in an effort to preserve pure Judaism 
and to protect it from the compromising influences of Hellenism. These 
Hasidim could foresee everything that was typically Jewish being swal-
lowed up by the influences of the Greeks. Over time they built a scaffold 
around the law to be sure it was protected. But in time they could not 
distinguish between their scaffold and the law itself. Their inventions 
became the “doctrines and commandments of men” which Jesus con-
demned. They had considerable influence. The synagogue activities were 
under their control. Since these doubled as schools, their influence on 
rising generations was great. That was their leaven — their influence.

The Sadducees were more liberal in their approach. They sought means 
of compromising with the Greeks during the inter-testament period. 
Consequently, those who ruled Palestine from the time of Alexander 
the Great through the Syrian and Egyptian periods (the Seleucids and 
Ptolemies) looked to the Sadducees as a local link in ruling the people. 
The function of the high priest fell under the control of the Sadducees. 
He became a sort of liaison between the ruling power and the Jewish 
subjects. Doctrinally they were weak. They denied the existence of angels 
and spirits and rejected any expectation of a resurrection from the dead. 
They were the modernists of the day. Their “leaven” was deadly.

The Pharisees bound where God did not bind and the Sadducees 
loosed where God did not loose. Both errors are to be avoided. There 
was no ground for compromise with either doctrine. It would not have 
done for the disciples to have written papers opposing the doctrine of 
either the Pharisees or the Sadducees and then go arm in arm with them 
while they sowed their seeds of error.

The Leaven of False Teaching
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We have a remarkable thing in the land (and in other 
lands). There are those who preach and write that they do 
not agree with those who are teaching that it is scriptural 
for people to divorce and remarry without the exception 
which Jesus stated in Matthew 5:32 and 19:9. Some are 
saying that the alien is not subject to the law of Christ and 
that baptism sanctifies the marriages of those divorced 
and remarried when fornication was not the cause for 
the divorce. Then there are those who say Jesus was 
simply explain ing the Mosaic law and setting the record 
straight. Some say adultery is not sexual at all but is the 
breaking of the covenant of marriage. These and other 
erroneous views have caused trouble in congregations, 
and have generated false hope for those living in open 
violation of the will of God. Now, if you disagree with all 
this hodge-podge of error, why do you link arms and work 
with those who are teaching such things? Why are you 
so defensive about them? Why are those who not only 
oppose the doctrine but will not extend the right hand 
of fellowship to  those who teach it the greatest enemies 
of all? Beware of the leaven — the doctrine.

In the Philippines there are some teaching the doctrine 
of the one eternal covenant that no law was nailed to the 
cross, only sin was so nailed. There are some there (both 
Americans and Filipinos) who say they reject the doctrine 
but they go arm in arm with those who are teaching it 
and have declared war on those of us who openly oppose 
the teaching and who admonish brethren not to “bid 
Godspeed” to those who bring such error.

When men who speculate that there are eons of time 

in the days of creation in Genesis 1, or eons between the 
days of creation, are called on to teach young people or 
to lecture before invited brethren, it is time for someone 
to warn of the leaven of theistic evolution or its close 
cousin. The forum given to men who hold and teach such 
views offers credibility to them and places any of us who 
raise questions about it under a cloud of suspicion. Some 
have turned around what the Lord said. They must think 
he said, “Beware of those who oppose the leaven.” No, he 
said “Beware of the leaven” and he defined that as “the 
doctrine” of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Leaven permeates whatever it touches. When it is ap-
plied to false doctrine the warning is clear. We must not 
be contaminated by erroneous teaching from either end 
of the spectrum.

Error is not as good as truth. It never has been. It works 
like an infectious disease to destroy all in its wake. When 
it is brought by men of charm, education, sophistication, 
skill and experience, the danger of the leaven is all the 
more serious.

I wish those who have found room in Romans 14 for 
fellowship with all sorts of false teaching (and teachers) 
would come to terms with the issue of the “leaven” of 
these views. Beware the leaven!

P.O. Box 69, Brooks, Kentucky 40109
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sex with a boy. However, isn’t “love” a value?) As to values, 
is not the above quote a statement of the value (to the 
pedophile) of consensual man/boy sex? (He considers it 
of great value!) When the pedophile calls others “crusad-
ing prudes,” is he using a “value-free” term? The ungodly 
want everyone else to use “value-free” terms, but they are 
exempt from their own law; they refer to us as “crusading 
prudes.” Couldn’t they find a term, with which to refer to 
us, without using one that puts a bad value on us?  They 
can have their values, but others cannot!

Don’t let euphemistic terms deceive you!  Fornication is 
still fornication, even though the self-styled intellectuals 
call it “consensual sex.” Why not call murder “specialized 
elimination,” or stealing, “personalized acquisition and 
appropriation”? (After all, the bank robber simply has an 
“alternate lifestyle” in directing his economics!) Would 
these “value-free” terms make these sins acceptable?  
Would cow manure smell better if we called it “bovine 
excreta”? Whom do they think they are kidding with 
their call for “value-free” terms? Well, they are kidding 
untold numbers of people, those who are not thinking 
for themselves! That’s why the Holy Spirit through the 
apostle Paul wrote Romans 16:18.

When I was a young preacher, an old-timer told me: “Of 
what the false teacher accuses you, he himself is guilty.” 
How true, how true! The “value-free” advocate will try to 
press his values on you! He will criticize you for “criticizing,” 
judge you for “judging,” won’t tolerate your “intolerance,” 
will put you down for not recognizing everyone’s “self-es-
teem,” and is absolutely sure that there are “no absolutes.” 
Just remember this, all you crusading prudes!

“Value-free Terms”

Bill Reeves

The ungodly of our society use the age-old tactic of euphemism,  
the employing of “smooth and fair speech” to “beguile the hearts  

of the innocent” (Rom. 16:18).

First we were treated to a dose of “values clarification” 
which, like all such deceitful terms, really means just the 
opposite: “values confusion,” or “values substitution.” They 
have succeeded in making many believe that they have 
clarified something, when in reality their devotees are 
now confused over what is of value and what is not. The 
proponents of so-called “values clarification” have suc-
ceeded in great part in getting their values substituted 
for the values which our founding fathers used to form 
this nation. The only thing that the ungodly have clarified 
is their determination to destroy the values of others.

Now, we are being treated to a different medicine of 
“smooth and fair speech,” and, like the previous one, it 
also is deceitful. (What can you expect from those who 
are servants of the Father of lies? — John 8:44) The 
American Psychological Association has come out with 
an article, in defense of consensual sex between adults 
and children, in which we are told that we should use 
“value-free” terms. We are told that we should abandon 
such terms as “child abuse,” “molestation,” and “victims,” 
in our discussion of pedophilia, when the cases are 
about consensual sex, and should discuss the issue with 
“value-free” terms!

First the purveyors of ungodliness confused and sub-
stituted values, and now they are trying to abolish them 
altogether! In other words, we should not speak of any sin 
as being sinful! Anything that man wants to do should be 
spoken of in euphemistic lingo! How convenient! 

The North American Man-Boy Love Association 
(NAMBLA) says: “Sex does not pose the danger to minors 
claimed by police, prosecutors and prudes crusading 
against man/boy love.” (Note how deceitfully the state-
ment switches from “sex” to “love”! No one is crusading 
against a man loving a boy, but against a man having 680 Winchester Dr., Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42240
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him, “Do not! I am your fellow slave, 
and of your brothers who hold the 
testimony of Jesus. Worship God” 
(Rev. 19:10). When the crowds at 
Lystra attempted to worship Paul 
and Barnabas, Paul told them, “Men, 
why are you doing these things? 
We also are human beings like you 
in every way . . .” (Acts 14:15). True 
worship is rendered, not to men and 
angels, but to the living God who 
made all things. We worship the God 
who loved us (John 3:16), the God 
who died for us (Acts 20:28; John 
15:13), and the God who teaches us 
(1 Cor. 2:13). This God is ever pres-
ent, all-powerful, and all wise. True 
worshipers are strongly motivated to 
“give glory” to their God by “continu-
ally offering up the sacrifice of praise 
to God, that is, the fruit of their lips, 
confessing His name” (Luke 17:18; 
Heb. 13:15).

Does It Matter How We  
Approach God In Our Worship?

It is certainly possible for a person 
to worship God unscripturally. That 
is, either his attitude or his actions 
are wrong when he attempts to per-
form his worship. Several examples 
could be cited. Cain’s “works were 
evil” in the worship that he offered 
unto God (1 John 3:12; Gen. 4:3). 
God killed Nadab and Abihu because 
they “offered strange fire before the 
Lord, which he commanded them 
not” (Lev. 10:1-2). Their actions con-
stituted a corruption in worship. 
The same was true of the people 
in Malachi’s day. The people had 
“robbed God of tithes and offerings” 

pleased with human ingenuity (Prov. 
3:5-6; Jer. 10:23); he is pleased with 
human obedience (1 Sam. 15:22-23). 
When it comes to our worship to 
God, we must cultivate a genuine 
desire to please God, and discipline 
ourselves to put God’s desires ahead 
of our own. 

Almighty God Is the Object  
Of Our Praise

It is sinful when a person fails to 
properly honor God as his Creator. 
This sin preceded many others in 
a great list enumerated in Romans 
chapter one (Rom. 1:21, 25). For the 
most part, the Gentile peoples had 
abandoned and rejected the very 
God who had created and sustained 
them (Acts 14:17; 17:24-28). These 
sinners fabricated gods (idols) that 
would approve of their own sinful 
attitudes and actions. These idols 
were “dumb” (1 Cor. 12:2). They were 
incapable of even communicating 
with their misguided servants, much 
less doing anything for them. Isaiah 
44:9-20 provides an excellent expose 
on the folly of idolatry. This type of 
outright idolatry is rare in our day, 
but is it possible that some people 
fail to give God the glory that he 
rightly deserves? I am afraid so.

People who do not appreciate the 
value of the object of their worship 
are not inclined to exercise great 
care in their worship. Those who 
know the Bible understand that God 
alone is worthy to receive our honor 
(John 4:24). When John fell down 
to worship an angel, the angel told 

Demeanor In Worship

Tim Haile

Does it really matter how we  
worship God? Some say  
no, but what does the Bible 

say? “God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). This 
verse tells us that worship is pre-
scribed. That is, God has told us both 
what to do and how to do it. We must 
do what (“in truth”) God says to do, in 
the way (“in spirit”) that he said to do 
it! Men are not at liberty to just make 
up their own form of worship. In the 
area of religious service, God is not 
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(Mal. 3:8). He said they offered pol-
luted bread and sick animals in their 
sacrifices to God, and that even their 
Governor would not be happy with 
that type of sacrifice (Mal. 1:8). What 
type of sacrifice do we offer when we 
approach God? Are there any signs 
that may suggest that our attitude or 
actions are wrong? Let us consider 
a couple of areas that may help us 
conduct a proper examination of 
ourselves (2 Cor. 13:5).

How We Behave  
During Worship 

Worship is serious business, but 
I have attended places where the 
worship assembly was more like a 
community action meeting than a 
worship service. Rather than listen, 
concentrate, and participate, people 
would talk during prayers and sing-
ing. With some churches, members 
are so careless with their trash that 
the seats and floor of the auditorium 
will look like many movie theaters 
following worship services. Do some 
people forget that “all things are laid 
bare and exposed to the eyes of him 
with whom we must reckon” (Heb. 
4:13)? God watches us in our worship 
assemblies. After punishing Aaron’s 
sons for their religious negligence, 
God told Aaron, “I will be sanctified 
in them that come nigh to me” (Lev. 
10:3). This strong statement indicates 
that God does indeed care how we 
approach him in our worship. 

How We Dress for Worship
Have you ever participated in a 

worship service in which the man 
who made the comments for the 
Lord’s supper, admonishing us to 
remember the sacrificial death of 
our divine Savior, was himself wear-
ing a Goofy T-shirt? Please don’t get 
excited or upset. We are not suggest-
ing any type of worship dress code, 
but we are suggesting that those 
who come “nigh unto God” to honor 
him, should understand the relative 
importance of such an occasion, and 
they should dress for that occasion. 
When Christians wear the same 
slouchy clothes to worship services 

that they might wear to a ball game 
or to a family outing, they say that 
their attitude towards the one event, 
differs in no way from the other!

Please consider the following 
principles from the Old and New 
Testaments. We do not appeal to 
these passages in an effort to estab-
lish a standard or dress code, but 
these examples do set forth basic 
principles about putting God first 
in all that we do, including what we 
wear in worship.

How would you dress if you were 
going for an interview with the 
Governor (Mal. 1:8)? Isn’t one much 
greater than the Governor with us 
when we gather for worship (Matt. 
18:20)?

The Levitical priests were not to 
wear common clothes when ad-
ministering their duties (Exod. 28). 
Christians are a “kingdom of priests 
before God” (Rev. 1:6).

The church is the bride of Christ 
(2 Cor. 11:2). Do you generally wear 
the same kind of clothes to a ball 
game that you would wear to a wed-
ding? What do you wear to church 
services?

The Lord’s supper is a memorial 
supper designed by God for Chris-
tians to commemorate the death of 
Jesus on the cross (1 Cor. 11:23-29). 
Funerals are memorial services for 
the purpose of remembering and 
honoring the dead. How do you 
generally dress when attending a 
funeral service? 

Should we be careful about what 
we wear to worship services? At the 
very least we can say that one should 
not have an apathetic, lackadaisical 
attitude about what he wears as he 
presumes to approach the God of 
heaven and earth, to worship him.

When We Arrive at Worship
Is it appropriate for people to 

consistently show up late for worship 

services? We know that it is sinful to 
forsake the assembly (Heb. 10:25), 
but is there anything wrong with 
partially missing the assembly? In 
order to have an assembly people 
must have agreed upon certain as-
sembly terms. Of necessity, there 
must be a certain time and a certain 
place. These two factors are essen-
tial. These terms are accepted by 
persons who follow the approved 
apostolic example of joining a local 
church for the purpose of corporate 
work, study, and worship (Acts 9:26; 
11:26). Let us understand that such 
local church assemblies are God’s 
way for his people to fulfill these 
duties (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 14:26; Acts 
2:42). Willful negligence in failing 
to respect the meeting times and 
place of the local church constitutes 
disobedience to God.

Let us not think of church services 
in the same way we do a movie. 
It may be somewhat annoying to 
some people, but arriving at the 
movie a little late is not a sin. Willfully 
and consistently arriving at church 
services late reflects disinterest and 
apathy. It certainly shows that we 
have failed to “seek first the kingdom 
of God” as Matthew 6:33 teaches. It 
also suggests that we do not “love 
the Lord   . . . with all of our heart, 
soul, and mind” (Matt. 22:37). We 
have allowed something else to take 
God’s place. 

For the Christian, worship to God is 
both a privilege and a responsibility. 
It provides us with a means of both 
thanking and praising the sovereign 
God of the universe. Let us therefore 
“come boldly unto the throne of 
grace” and serve God with diligence 
and zeal. Let us never be character-
ized by laziness and carelessness, for 
it is this attitude that will cause God 
to “vomit us out of His mouth” (Rev. 
3:16). Neither let us be characterized 
by the rebellious spirit of Jeroboam 
that would allow us to set up our 

in “spirit and in truth.”

own golden calves of corrupt wor-
ship (1 Kings 12:28). Let us strive to 
be true worshipers, worshiping God 
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Perhaps you can think of more things for which a 
Christian should be addicted. I believe you get the idea 
of what I am saying about the word addiction. It can and 
does carry with it a negative idea concerning some things 
in our society but I hope you can see the positive side of 
being addicted to certain things. Paul (1 Cor. 16:15) makes 
the following statement:

I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas 
that it is the first fruits of Achaia, and that they have ad-
dicted themselves to the ministry of the saints (KJV).

This word addicted here is the Greek word tasso which 
means “have set themselves.” The NIV uses the word 
“devoted.” The American Standard uses the word “set.” 
They were addicted or devoted or set to the ministry of 
the saints. Are we?

Just think of the parallels that can be made between 
an addict in our society and their addiction, verses a 
Christian that is addicted to God.

 1. Can’t live without it.
 2. Must have it.
 3. Need it.
 4. The will and desire to do what ever it takes to be 

near or have that for which they are addicted.
 5. The changes that an addiction can cause in one’s 

life.

Yes if you’re a Christian, I hope you are addicted to 
Jesus and his word. If you are not, let me be the first to 
tell you just what you are missing.

There is no high that can take you higher than Jesus! 
There is no drink that can pick you up or do as much for 
you, like drinking from God’s holy word! Are you addicted 
to the gospel? If not, open up the Bible and read for 
yourself about the love God has for you and the provi-
sions he’s made that you and I might have eternal life. 

“Addicted”

Rufus Clifford III

The very mention of this word often times sends chills 
down a person. In our society when we hear that some-
one is addicted to something, or someone, it immediately 
brings to our minds certain words. Helplessness, lack of 
self-control. Webster even defines the word “addict” as 
such: “to give oneself up (to some strong habit) a per-
son addicted to some habit, esp. to the use of a narcotic 
drug.”

My point is that this word often carries with it a nega-
tive meaning in our society. I believe that although it 
is true that some folks can and do become addicted to 
things that are harmful and that are certainly contrary 
to God’s teaching it is possible to be addicted to good 
things! By good things I mean something that is not 
wrong according to God’s holy word, something that 
violates no Bible principles. Yes I believe that if I want to 
be pleasing to God I had better be “addicted” to certain 
things.

Let me share with you some addictions all Christians 
need:

1. Study (2 Tim. 2:15). If I’m a Christian I better be ad-
dicted to the study of God’s word.

2. Prayer (1 Thess. 5:17). If I’m a Christian I better be 
addicted to prayer. I had better be talking to my God on 
a daily basis.

3. Truth (John 17:7). If I’m a Christian I better be ad-
dicted to the truth. It is truth that will set us free. “Thy 
word is truth.”

4. Self-control (Rom. 6:12). If I’m a Christian I better 
be addicted to controlling my flesh. I must not live after 
the flesh.

5. Souls of Others (Ezek. 3:18). If I’m a Christian I better 
be addicted to teaching others the gospel. For one day I 
will give an account of my love for or my lack of love for 
the souls of others.

Just remember being addicted to God is not only good 
for your body but it’s good for your soul too. Yes, like all 
addictions it’s going to cost you. But don’t all addictions 

Working Through a Mate’s Deceitfulness
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Broken Trust

Why me? What did I do wrong? Where do I go from 
here? Will I ever be the same?

On a given day, a chosen time, and a certain year, 
marriage between two people begins. At this moment in 
time neither plan on or can even fathom what happens 
next. The “next” can come in months or even years in this 
union, but it can come. Shock, disbelief, and anger fills 
the heart. Thoughts you never dreamed possible are ever 
present in your mind. Let’s deal with it as a Christian, with 
choices, feelings, and decisions.

Choices
Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ 

which strengtheneth me.” First, admit to yourself you are 
human. You cannot and should not expect yourself to 
deal with this alone. Look heavenward. Empty your very 
soul to God. Please stop this very moment and read Psalm 
139 in its entirety. Who else knows you, except God? 
Lean on this knowledge — also lean on those that are 
like minded in Christ. Don’t shut yourself off from those 
that care. However, don’t look to them for decisions, but 
for the ability to help you cope and express yourself. If 
you find you cannot share your feelings, then diary them. 
Every day, or even in the middle of the night, write, “Dear 
Diary, I loved this person, I trusted this person, I believed 
in this person.” Why me? Pour out your thoughts to “Diary” 
and let it become a very personal communique. Write 
everything. Remember, there’s no one that hurts in the 
way that you do. Each one has to deal with his own hurt 
in a very personal way. Be human — looking to God.

Feelings
Don’t be disappointed with yourself for feeling anger. 

It’s natural to protect yourself and your feelings. The re-
sponse is one that is mixed with questions of why, why, 
and why? How can this be? You feel beaten emotion-
ally and abused physically. Go ahead, feel that way, but 
don’t “live” that way. When you do, you are not working 
through it, but to the contrary, you are letting the situ-
ation become a part of you. It can only burden you and 
become like a cancer that eats at your very soul. Don’t 

give that person the privilege of crushing you two ways. 
One by making your marriage and life together a lie, and 
two by setting the stage for you of a lifetime of despair. 
The first was not your choice, but the latter is! After sub-
mitting to your human side, then start looking up and 
digging out. No one says it will be easy. Christ hung on 
the cross for us. That was not easy, but lifting our heart 
and soul heavenward is, for we know God hears our 
prayers. Reflect on 1 Peter 3:10, most especially verses 
10-12. Humbling yourself and the admission to yourself 
and God that you are in need of help, is the beginning 
of the healing process. It all takes time.

Decisions
Where do I go from here? Only you can make that 

choice. Only you and God know what is in your heart 
and the directions you are leaning. Can your marriage 
be saved? Dol I want to put back the pieces? Do I love 
this person enough to forgive and go on from here? If 
there are children involved, do I want to let go of selfish 
choices and give them a real home or have a “no matter 
come what may” attitude and make for “me” a life. If you 
are the hurting one and no children are invovled and 
the sin of fornication is the reason, you have every right 
to put away and go on (Matt. 19). If there are children 
involved and you are the hurting one and your mate asks 
for forgiveness and shows remorse for his mistakes, then 
consider. You can forgive, forgetting is another matter. 
Don’t expect yourself to do that. Once you have forgiven 
and made the choice to unite once again as a family, 
then remember our Lord’s forgiveness of us. It is never 
brought up again. Forgiveness is acting like it never hap-
pened. Two ways to handle this. Prayer and more prayer. 
Also, that all important friend, your diary. You have got to 
believe in yourself and your purpose. Keeping your eye 
always on eternity (1 Cor. 15:58). Putting back what God 
hath joined together will not be in vain (1 Cor. 9:24-27). 
Ultimate purpose — ultimate gift. 

Go back to Psalm 139 and reflect on God’s relation-
ship with you and how he knows you. Reverse that and 
know God.

Working Through a Mate’s Deceitfulness Anonymous



Truth Magazine — October 21, 1999                                                    (618) 10

to which John here referred, were done by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, then his signs no more proved he was 
the Son of God than did the apostles’ signs prove they 
were Sons of God.

Bonner asked who empowered the seventy in Luke 
10:19? There Jesus said: “I give unto you power to tread 
on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy. . .” (emphasis mine, JGJ). To this, Asher never 
replied.

For six nights Bonner tried to get Asher to tell why it 
denies the humanity of Jesus if he used his own power of 
Deity, when Asher teaches it does not deny his Deity to 
use only his humanity. Asher’s answer was “because Jesus 
came as a man.” If you can figure out how that answers 
the question, you are smarter than me.

Bonner surely sustained his proposition with adequate 
proofs.

The last two nights in each place Asher affirmed: “RE-
SOLVED: The Scriptures teach that Jesus, while here on 
earth in the flesh, had both human and divine attributes 
but never used any of his divine attributes.” In an effort 
to prove this he argued that all Jesus did beyond what 
any human could do was by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
His major and virtually only argument to try to prove 
this was his pattern argument. He said that when you 
prove that baptism is a burial by Romans 6:4, then burial 
is understood wherever baptism in the name of Jesus is 
mentioned. This is the pattern. In this he is correct. But 
then he said that his showing that Jesus worked a miracle 
by the power of the Holy Spirit as in Matthew 12:28, es-
tablished a pattern and that wherever Jesus did a miracle 
it was to be understood that he did it by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. But Bonner showed that Asher did not have a 
pattern because sometimes it is said Jesus did a miracle 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and sometimes by the 
power of the Father (John 14:10), and sometimes by his 
own power (Luke 10:19, John 2:7-11; 10:18). If baptism 
was spoken of as a burial in one passage, as a sprinkling 

Jesse G. Jenkins

On the evenings of August 2, 3, 5, and 6, 1999 David D. 
Bonner and Jeffery S. Asher debated in Crockett School 
house in Amarillo, Texas and repeated the same on the 
evenings of August 23, 24, 26, and 27. Audiences were 
larger in Lufkin with about 250 -275 the first night and 
in the 100s the other nights. In Amarillo attendance ran 
under 200 the first night and estimated in the 80 to 90 
range the other nights. The audiences behaved well as 
was expected,

Bonner was in the affirmative the first two nights and in 
the negative the last two nights in each place. Bonner’s af-
firmative was “RESOLVED: The Scriptures teach that Jesus, 
while on earth in the flesh had and used both human and 
divine attributes.” Bonner stated his job was easy for all 
he had to do was prove two attributes of humanity and 
two of Deity. He gave Scripture for ten points of humanity 
such as Jesus hungered, tired, slept, suffered, died, etc. He 
proved Jesus used attributes of Deity in several ways. He 
showed that he accepted worship as God (Matt. 4:10). He 
showed that a leper, a man born blind, wise men, a ruler 
and apostles worshiped Jesus as God. He showed Jesus 
forgave sins and that only God can forgive sins (Mark 2:5, 
7). He gave several examples of Jesus forgiving sins. He 
asked the question, did Jesus accept worship and forgive 
sins as man or God?

From Matthew 4:1-3 he showed that Jesus was tempt-
ed to turn stones into bread, and argued if Jesus had no 
power to do so, there would have been no temptation. 
There was temptation, so Jesus had the power to turn 
stones into bread. Bonner emphasized that if the power 
were the power of the Holy Spirit, then the Holy Spirit 
would have had to sin for Jesus to use his power; there-
fore the power was usable power that Jesus had, i.e., his 
own power.

Bonner showed that John 20:30-31 states the signs 
Jesus worked proved he was Deity. Asher argued that the 
signs in this passage referred to the resurrection. The fact 
that “signs” and “these” are plural did not seem to make 
any impression on him. Bonner showed that if Jesus’ signs, 

The Bonner-Asher Debates
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in another and as a pouring in yet another, there would 
be no pattern for burial. Anyone should see that. Bonner 
argued that the Godhead worked in unanimity. He had a 
chart showing this to be so in creation, the resurrection, 
dwelling in the saint, work, word, etc. 

Bonner asked Asher how he would prove that Jesus 
had divine attributes if he never used them? Asher’s reply 
was that both agreed that Jesus had divine attributes and 
thus there was no need to for him to prove it.

Asher said that Jesus learned that he was the Son of 
God, thus Deity, by his mother and father telling him. He 
said that Jesus had to learn and grow in God’s favor like 
any other child. He said that in Luke 2:46-47 Jesus was 
not teaching the doctors of the law anything, rather that 
he was asking them questions so he could learn. He said 
the reason the doctors of the law marveled was that Jesus’ 
perception was greater than normal.

In answer to Bonner’s argument that Jesus used an 
attribute of Deity in accepting worship, Asher said that 
accepting worship did not prove an attribute of Deity 
because the Caesars accepted worship and the pope ac-
cepts worship. Bonner pointed out that Jesus accepted 
worship with the approval of the Father, but not so with 
the Caesars and the pope. Asher also said that Jesus 
accepted worship because he thought he was God. As 
pointed out above Asher said Jesus concluded he was 
God by the testimony of his parents.

In answer to Bonner’s argument that Jesus used an 
attribute of Deity in forgiving sins (Mark 2:5, 10), Asher 
went to John chapters 4 and 5 and argued that because 
it says that Jesus did things by the power of the Father, 
it is understood that he forgave sins by the power of 
the Father, not his own power. Bonner pointed out that 
when we read Mark 2:1-10 it should mean the same to 
us as it did to them and that they certainly had no way of 
concluding Jesus was not doing this by his own power. 
To this Asher made no reply.

Bonner pointed out several times that this theory that 
Jesus never used his own power came about because 
several years ago some started accusing others of believ-
ing that man has to sin. Bonner said that he had never 
known a brother that believes man has to sin. He chal-
lenged Asher to name just one who so believes. No one 
was named by Asher. In their effort to prove that man 
can live an entire life without sinning and thus, never 
need the blood of Jesus they used Jesus as the example 
of one who did it. When it was pointed out to them that 
Jesus was not only man, but also God, they had to make 
him just man to hold onto their position that man can 
live an entire life time without sinning. First some of them 
said Jesus divested himself of his divinity, and attributes. 

Then they said he remained Deity in person, but not in 
power and character. How one could be Deity in person 
without the character of Deity, they never could explain. 
For this reason or for some other reason, they then gave 
this position up also. (In fairness to Jeff Asher, I want to 
state that he says he never believed these first two posi-
tions but has always believed Jesus was Deity on earth, 
that he retained his attributes, but limited himself and 
never used them. But it is a fact that some of his fellows 
did teach these first two positions for several years.) 
They then came to the position that Jesus in the flesh 
was Deity and that he did have his powers of Deity, but 
limited himself and never used them. This is what these 
debates were about.

Bonner said that he believed that in theory man could 
live without sin, because when man sins, he chooses to 
sin, but practically man is not able to earn his salvation 
by sinless living and that if anyone ever said he did, he 
would make God a liar (1 John 1:10). See also Acts 15:10. 
Bonner had a chart that asked two questions: (1) What 
is the probability that man will not sin? Bonner’s answer 
to this was zero. (2) What was the probability that Jesus 
would not sin? Bonner’s answer to this was one hundred 
percent. Asher never answered these two questions.

Bonner used an argument he got from one who wrote 
in the Faith and Facts paper, that to say anyone had some-
thing but could not demonstrate it was like clouds and 
wind without rain (Prov. 25:14). This writer in Faith and 
Facts said to say one could work miracles but could not 
demonstrate is like wind and clouds without rain. Bonner 
told Asher that to say Jesus had attributes of Deity yet 
never used them was like Proverbs 25:14 also.

Asher thinks that if one has an advantage over you 
in any way, he cannot be your example. Bonner used 
Philippians 2:1-8 to show the humility of Jesus. Jesus left 
heaven, came to earth to live as a poor person, and to die 
a cruel death. Bonner affirmed this is the greatest exam-
ple of humility the world has ever seen, and affirmed no 
one could possibly duplicate this example in humility. It 
does look like Jesus had an “edge” in humility, does it not? 
Asher was challenged to tell if Jesus did have an “edge” in 
humility. So far as I can recall he gave no reply.

Asher took the position that Jesus is still a man in 
heaven. He said very little about this in the debate, but 
in the Friday morning open forum at Amarillo, this was 
discussed at great length. But the ones who took this po-
sition never did tell us how the raised spiritual, immortal 
body is still human.

Asher and those who agree with him teach that Jesus 
while on earth was at eternal risk. Asher did not say much 
about this in the debate, though David tried to get him to 
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do so. What I am about to say was not in the debate, but 
as it is on the subject, I want those who read the review 
to consider this also. Was Jesus and thus our salvation at 
risk because he may have sinned. They think so; I deny it. 
But the important thing is the Bible denies it. Isaiah 42:1-4 
says: “Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in 
whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: 
he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall 
not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the 
street. A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smok-
ing shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment 
unto truth. He shall not fail (emphasis mine, JGJ) nor be 
discouraged till he have set judgment in the earth: and 
the isles shall wait for his law.” Matthew 12:18-20 applies 
this to Jesus. The Holy Spirit said he would not fail, but 
Asher says he could have. I think I will take the Holy Spirit 
over Asher and others who agree with him on this.

All who believe that Jesus accepted worship, forgave 
sins, gave the seventy power and turned water into 
wine should have left the debate knowing that Bonner 

sustained his proposition and that Asher failed to sustain 
his. All Bonner had to do to sustain his position was to 
show that Jesus used his Deity in one thing. And he did 
more than that.

It appears to me that just about every argument they 
make, if carried to its consistent conclusion would deny 
that Jesus was Deity while on earth. They disavow this 
conclusion and I will not assign it to them. But I will assign 
inconsistency to them. And Asher did say in Amarillo that 
as to function, Jesus was just a man. Well if in function he 
was just a man, it would be interesting for them to tell in 
what sense he was Deity!

For Bonner, Jesse G. Jenkins moderated, C.A. Scroggins 
flipped charts, David M. Bonner kept time in Amarillo, but 
Robert Bond kept time in Lufkin and Keith Shackleford 

“ran charts” as used by Asher. For Asher, Ed Dye was to 
have been the moderator, but because of sickness, A.W. 
Goff moderated, Tim Coffee flipped charts, and Wayne 

“The Gift That Keeps on Giving”

 
Give your family and friends a  
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seeking people who will worship him in spirit and truth 
(John 4:23-24). With such importance placed upon wor-
ship, one might wonder to what degree worship will be 
emphasized in Heaven. The Revelation letter answers that 
question: “The twenty-four elders will fall down before 
Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who 
lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before 
the throne, saying, ‘Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our 
God, to receive glory and honor and power; for Thou 
didst create all things, and because of Thy will they 
existed, and were created’” (Rev 4:10-11, NAS; read also 
the entire chapter). For those who worship God only out 
of convenience, do you suppose God would want such 
people there with him in Heaven? Our worship of God in 
the here and now is indeed preparing us for the eternal 
life to come. To neglect our coming together to worship 
God does not demonstrate good things for eternity.

Second, we must remember how much God’s people 
need to meet together as often as they possibly can. 
Christians must make time for public worship and make 
personal sacrifices to be at each and every assembly 
period. Each member of the Lord’s church needs the 
spiritual nourishment of the apostles’ doctrine, fellow-
ship, the Lord’s supper, and prayer (Acts 2:42) upon the 
first day of each week (Acts 20:7). Each member needs to 
give as he prospers (1 Cor. 16:2) in order to be a part of 
the contribution for the work of the church. Each member 
needs the encouragement from each other to continue 
steadfastly in all faithfulness. “And let us consider one 
another to provoke unto love and to good works” (Heb. 
10:24). Failure to attend the worship assemblies because 
it isn’t convenient not only is wrong, but it is also very 
damaging to our spiritual lives and our relationship with 
God and our brethren.

Third, we must remember that other Christians need 
us for spiritual strength, comfort, and encouragement. 

The Attendance of Worship Assemblies

Personal Convenience or  
Genuine Devotion?

One lady, convicted about her failure to attend church 
services, tried to soothe her conscience by writing these 
words: 

I’m sorry You put Sunday where You did, Lord. You see, 
we could attend church services more regularly if it came 
at some other time. After six days of work, we’re all tired 
out. Not only that, it comes right after Saturday night. 
That’s one time we feel we should enjoy ourselves, so 
we go to a party or a place of amusement. Often it’s after 
midnight when we head for home, so it’s almost impos-
sible to get up in the morning. I mean no disrespect, Lord, 
but it’s the day when we have the biggest dinner and I 
must be here to prepare the meal. My husband John is 
cooped up in his office all week, and Sunday morning is 
the only chance he gets to tinker with the car and mow 
the lawn. We know we should go more often, but our seat 
is empty because You’ve chosen the wrong day.

Unfortunately, this sentiment expresses the feelings 
of far too many Christians today. Too often for too many 
Christians, the attendance of worship services is done, 
not out of a true commitment or genuine sacrifice for 
God, but out of convenience. If the times for assemblies 
do not fit their schedules or personal agendas, then they 
will not attend. Is God pleased with such attitudes? Most 
certainly not! We do not have to look very far into the 
Scriptures to see why.

 Let us remember the main reason why we come 
together in the first place, and that is to worship the 
Lord. Both the Old and the New Testaments express the 
importance of worship. “Sing to the Lord, bless His name; 
proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day. 
Tell of His glory among the nations, His wonderful deeds 
among all the peoples. For great is the Lord, and greatly 
to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods . . . Wor-
ship the Lord in holy attire; Tremble before Him, all the 
earth” (Ps. 96:2-4, 9, NAS). Jesus taught that the Father is 

Mark Larson
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Worship assembly is not only about worshiping God. 
Neither is it only about what we can get out of it for 
ourselves individually. Worship assembly is also about 
what we can give to each other spiritually. When we come 
together we are to purpose ourselves to encourage and 
edify each other (1 Thess. 5:11). We teach and admonish 
each through our singing (Col. 3:16). We encourage each 
other through fellowship in the things that we share or 
have in common in Jesus Christ (Phil. 2:1-2; 1 John 1:3). 
It isn’t just about you. It’s about a whole host of disciples 
that need and welcome your presence and encourage-
ment. When Christians have the attitude that they will 
attend the assemblies whenever it personally suits them 
or whenever they happen to feel like it, they are being 
selfish. They are looking out for their own interests but 
not for the interests of others (Phil. 2:4). Let us remember 
that we need each other! If we aren’t mindful of each 
other throughout the week (and we should be!), let us 

at the very least meet together at the times designated 
for public assembly. “Let each of us please his neighbor 
for his good, leading to edification” (Rom. 15:2).

In conclusion, let us not be like some of the Hebrew 
Christians who had deserted their assemblies. “Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so 
much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (Heb. 
10:25). The Greek word for “forsaking” is a very profound 
and forceful one and it denotes to abandon or desert 
in time of danger. It is the word used by our agonizing 
Savior on the cross, when he cried out, “My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me?” (Matt. 27:46). How far are 
you from abandonment? You may not have forsaken the 
assemblies as of yet, but remember that attitudes such 
as “personal convenience” will lead you down that road 

Christ does not give a percen tage. We are to give as we 
have been prospered (1 Cor. 16:1, 2), and as we purpose 
in our hearts (2 Cor. 9:7). Does fact that God did not give 
a specific percentage mean that we should not give liber-
ally? Again, no! But it does mean that we should not bind 
the law of Moses as our standard of giving.

Another problem that has arisen among some is 
women wearing pants. The law of Moses said, “A woman 
shall not wear anything that pertains to a man, nor shall 
a man put on woman’s garment, for all who do so are an 
abomination to the Lord your God” (Deut. 22:5). When the 
pantsuits first came out, some opposed them on the basis 
that the law dedicated by the blood of animals revealed 
God’s intention about such and is still binding on us.

The inconsistency of this is glaringly obvious when 
they do not bind verse eleven of the same chapter. “You 
shall not wear a garment of different sorts, such as wool 

if you aren’t careful. We must all take heed lest we fall (1 
Cor. 10:12). May we never forget the importance of at-
tending the worship assemblies.

The Law, Money and Modesty

Frank Jamerson

Paul wrote the Romans that “whatever things were 
written before were written for our learning, that we 
through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope” (Rom. 15:4). He had earlier written, in 
the same epistle, that they had “died to the law through 
the body (death) of Christ” (Rom. 7:4). In spite of the 
fact that the Bible clearly teaches that we are under the 
covenant dedicated with the blood of Christ and not the 
one dedicated by the blood of animals, many continue 
to have problems with bringing over things dedicated 
with the blood of animals as law.

The Old Testament teaches that men were to give a 
tenth (tithe). Abraham gave a tithe to Melchizedek (Gen. 
14:18-20), and the law of Moses commanded that a tithe 
be given to the Levites (Num. 18:21-24). Can we learn 
something from these examples about God’s will for us? 
I think so. But can we teach tithing as a part of the law of 
Christ? Certainly not. The law dedicated by the blood of 
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and linen mixed together.” How do we decide that verse 
five is binding today but not verse eleven? 

Is there anything that can be learned from the instruc-
tion of Moses? Maybe so, but we need to remember that 
one who binds part of the old law “is a debtor to keep 
the whole law” (Gal. 5:3). The New Testament teaches 
that women should conform to the customs of the day, 
so long as they do not conflict with God’s law. Paul told 
the women in Corinth not to shear or shave their heads 
because “long hair is a glory” to them. He also forbade 
them removing their veils, because that would have been 
shameful conduct in Corinth (1 Cor. 11:2-16). The men in 
Corinth wore togas, which looked like a modern day dress 
or robe. Does this mean that we should put on the “toga 
of a man,” as Paul did? No, the Lord did not give specific 
attire to men and women, but he gave principles that 
regulate our attire.

Another problem has arisen over what is “modest ap-
parel.” Some contend that the “tunics of skin” that God 
made for Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:21) were garments that 
came to the knee. Also, the priests were to wear “linen 
trousers to cover their nakedness; they shall reach from 
the waist to the thighs” (Exod. 28:42). Does this prove 
that Christians must have linen trousers to the knees? If 
so, Paul dressed immodestly when he put on the toga of 

a man. A toga was different from trousers. Further-
more, when it was customary for women to wear 
garments to the ankle, Christian women would have 
been immodest to have worn a garment just to the 
knees. What does the New Testament say about 
women’s attire? “In like manner that the women 
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety 
and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or 
pearls or costly clothing, but, which is proper for 
women professing godliness, with good work” (1 
Tim. 1:9, 10). “Do not let your beauty be the outward 
adorning of arranging the hair, or wearing gold, or 

of putting on fine apparel; but let it be the hidden person 
of the heart, with the incorruptible ornament of a gentle 
and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.” 
(1 Pet. 3:3, 4). We may wish the God had given a specific 
length, height and tightness of the skirt, but he did not, 
and to teach the Old Law as God’s standard is the same 
mistake as teaching the Old Law on giving.

Does this mean that ladies may wear their skirts half 
way up their thigh? If we cannot draw a line on the leg 
where immodesty begins, does that mean that God has 
no standard? If some Pharisee would just tell them exactly 
what is modest they would appreciate it. But God gave 
no such instructions through the covenant dedicated 
with the blood of Christ. He did not say how much the 
hair can be arranged, how much gold you may wear and 
how expensive your clothing may be, but he did say it 
should manifest “a gentle and quite spirit.” I’m convinced 
that if Christians understand the principles of godliness 
and have a heart that is transformed, the externals will 
take care of themselves. The godly person will be neither 
ostentatious nor skimpy in dress. The principles taught in 
the Old Law were written for our learning, but we must 
remember that it was not dedicated by the blood of 
Christ. To bind even parts of the Old Law is to “become 
estranged form Christ” (Gal. 5:4).

From Sound Words, Lakeland, Florida, August 1, 1999

Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth
by Jeffrey Satinover, M.D.

The author argues that despite what is reported in 
the popular press, homosexuality is not innate; the 
homosexual can change. Paper.

 
Price — $17.99
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no legitimate purpose for the parallel made between 
them.

Psalm 33:6-9
By the word of Jehovah were the heavens made, and all 
the host of them by the breath of His mouth. He gathereth 
the waters of the sea together as a heap: He layeth up the 
deeps in store-houses. Let all the earth fear Jehovah: let 
all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. For 
He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood 
fast (ASV). 

God’s power as manifest in creation is the focus of this 
passage. When God spoke, it was done and stood fast. 
How could this passage be harmonized with an inter-
pretation of the creation account which holds that God 
spoke to begin a process that took millions or billions 
or years to “stabilize” into the form ultimately reached? 
There is no way to harmonize the two for Psalm 33 is 
diametrically opposed to such views. Yet, our progressive 
creationists tell us that when God spoke into existence 
the heavens and the earth, he actually caused the big 
bang to take place 15 to 20 billion years ago which finally 
resulted in the earth forming some 4.5 billion years ago. 
They tell us that when God spoke light into existence on 
a first day, it took millions of years for enough cooling 
and clearing of the atmosphere to take place so that the 
sun, moon and stars could be seen to have already been 
made when he spoke to make them on a fourth day. Such 
interpretations may sprout from a fertile imagination, but 
they wither away when examined in the light of the plain 
teaching of Psalm 33.

Mark 10:6 and Matthew 19:4-6
In answering a question asked by the Pharisees about 

divorce, Jesus referred them back to the origin of mar-
riage with Adam and Eve. Jesus affirmed, “He which made 
them at the beginning made them male and female” 
(Matt. 19:4, KJV). The progressive creationist might re-
spond that this refers to the beginning of marriage which 

Bible References Back To Creation

Do They Give Us A Clue?
Harry Osborne

The biblical account of creation is initially set forth in 
simple narrative form in Genesis 1-2. The account shows 
every sign of being an historical narrative to be under-
stood in its literal and obvious sense. Dealing fairly with 
the text itself demands one acknowledge that the first 
readers would have concluded a simple truth: God cre-
ated the world and all things in it, including man, over a 
period of six literal, consecutive days at the beginning of 
time. However, this article will seek to address the view of 
the creation presented in other passages of Scripture as 
the inspired writers look back on the Genesis account of 
creation. In this way, we can see the divine commentary 
given to us to aid in properly interpreting this important 
and fundamental text.

Genesis 5:1-3
This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day 
that God created man, in the likeness of God made He 
him; male and female created He them, and blessed them, 
and called their name Adam, in the day when they were 
created. And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, and 
begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called 
his name Seth . . . (ASV). 

The fact that Adam and Eve were created on the same 
day is here affirmed. Two measures of time, a day and 
years, are used in the same context. Consistency demands 
the same rule apply to interpreting both. Was the day 
actually a long epoch or a literal day? Were the years a 
period of approximately 365 literal days or a collection of 
many epochs? Obviously, the literal sense of both “day” 
and “years” best fits the context.

Exodus 20:9-11; 31:14-17
Each passage views the six days of creation and fol-

lowing day of rest as analogous to the Jews’ six days of 
work and following day of rest, the Sabbath. The days 
are analogous in length, order, and function. If they are 
not meant to suggest such likeness, there would appear 
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may have come millions or billions of years after the 
beginning of creation. However, the parallel account of 
Mark 10:6 takes care of that quibble by saying, “But from 
the beginning of the creation God made them male and 
female.” If the progressive creationists are correct, man 
and woman were brought on the scene much closer to 
our end of time than the beginning. Again, the interpre-
tation forced on the Bible by Progressive Creationism 
does not harmonize with other biblical references back 
to creation. Bert Thompson made the following point in 
commenting on the same passage:

In this context, there is additional information that should 
be considered as well. For example, concerning Adam 
and Eve, Jesus declared: “But from the beginning of the 
creation, Male and female made he them” (Mark 10:6; cf., 
Matthew 19:4). Christ thus dates the first humans from 
the creation week. The Greek word for “beginning” is 
arche, and is used of “absolute, denoting the beginning 
of the world and of its history, the beginning of creation.” 
The word in the Greek for “creation” is ktiseos, and de-
notes “the sum-total of what God has created” (Cremer, 
Biblico-Theological Dictionary of New Testament Greek, 

1962, 113, 114, 381, emp. in orig.). Unquestionably, then, 
Jesus placed the first humans at the dawn of creation. To 
reject this truth, one must contend that: (a) Christ knew 
the Universe was in existence billions of years before 
man, but, accommodating Himself to the ignorance of 
His age, deliberately misrepresented the situation; or (b) 
The Lord, living in pre-scientific times, was uninformed 
about the matter (despite the fact that He was there as 
Creator — Colossians 1:16). Either of these allegations 
is blasphemous (Thompson, Creation Compromises, 
1995, 179).

Other passages could be addressed regarding the 
issue as well. However, these are sufficient to show that 
the biblical writers looking back on the creation account 
took it as a literal statement that God created heaven, 
earth and all therein in six literal, consecutive days with 
man’s creation taking place in that beginning of the 

Greg Litmer

The book of Psalms is filled with exuberant expressions 
of praise to God. His various attributes are exalted and his 
wonderful works and blessings are gratefully acknowl-
edged. Along with the recognition of his majesty, the 
book of Psalms exhorts to practical application of that 
recognition. Let’s look at an example of what I mean.

Psalm 89:5-8 reads as follows, “And the heavens shall 
praise thy wonders, O Lord: thy faithfulness also in the 
congregation of the saints. For who in the heaven can 
be compared unto the Lord? Who among the sons of 
the mighty can be likened unto the Lord? God is greatly 
to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had 
in reverence of all them that are about him. O Lord God 
of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto thee? Or to thy 
faithfulness round about thee?”

The italized portion of the passage is the practical ap-
plication of the words of praise and glory that surround 
it. Yes, God is all those things and more; worthy of praise, 
incomparable, strong and faithful. Our acknowledgment 
of those attributes demands expression. In view of all that 
God is, how reverent our worship should be! I think of 
Isaiah when he recognized that he was in the presence of 
Deity. He said in Isaiah 6:5, “Woe is me! For I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of hosts.” I am reminded of the reac-
tion of the children of Israel at Mt. Sinai when they heard 
the voice of God and saw the multiple expressions of his 
presence. In Exodus 20:18, 19, we find, “And all the people 
saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise 
of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when 

“Holy and Reverend Is His Name”

creation week. Any conclusion to the contrary needs to 
deal with these passages as well as Genesis 1 and 2 in 
order to show from the contexts that such a conclusion 
is sustained by proper exegesis.
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the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. 
And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we 
will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” 
In each case there was a profound sense of awe and 
wonder, as well as a sense of their own unworthiness 
in the presence of God.

It is a glorious and wonderful blessing to be able to 
worship God. What a privilege to be able to join our 
voices together in “psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody” in our hearts to 
the Lord; to sing “with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 
We talk to God together and know that he is listening 
in our prayers. Each Lord’s day we commemorate the 
greatest manifestation of love the world will ever know, 
the death of the Son of God, in our partaking of the 
Lord’s supper. We also freely, and with joy in our hearts, 
give for the work of the Lord as we have been prospered, 
and together we study and seek to learn more fully “the 
engrafted word, which is able to save our souls.”

Is there a danger that familiarity can dull the sense of 
awe, reverence and wonder, when we come before the 
Lord to worship? Is there a danger that this incredible 
privilege might become commonplace? Truly, the more 
we worship the more we should come to adore him. The 
better we know God, the greater should be the sense of 
awe and holy fear. But I fear that in many cases, familiarity 
breeds a diminishing of the sense of reverence, wonder, 
and holy fear when we come together to worship God.

In Nehemiah 8, we find a situation where the Jews who 
had returned from Babylonian captivity requested to hear 
the words of the book of the law of Moses. This was the 
first time in a very long time that these people listened 
to the word. Verse 3 of Nehemiah 8 tells us, “And he read 
therein before the street that was before the water gate 
from the morning until midday, before the men and the 
women, and those that could understand; and the ears 
of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law.” 
Verse 5 says, “And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all 
the people; (for he was above all the people;) and when 
he opened it, all the people stood up.” The close of verse 
7 tells us, “and the people stood in their place.” The last 
sentence of verse 9 informs us “For all the people wept, 
when they heard the words of the law.” What an incredible 
display of reverence and respect for God and his word 
that day was! It was also a pivotal day in the history of 
the Jews. For six hours or more the people “stood in their 
place” in the street, and “were attentive unto the book 
of the law.”

I would never say that reverence and respect for God 
demands that we all stand in a street for six or more hours 
and listen attentively to the word. But I do believe that 
reverence and respect means that we will sit attentively 
for 40 minutes and listen to his word. Perceived familiarity 

with God may very well be the thing that causes adults to 
be unable to sit without a drink of water for an hour long 
service. Or for those who do not have a medical reason, 
to be unable to endure perhaps a bit of discomfort and 
wait until services are over to go to the restroom.

Have we become so used to the idea of worshiping 
God that we cannot stay awake for one hour? Sometimes 
I think of the words of Jesus, “What, could ye not watch 
with me one hour?” (Matt. 26:40). Can’t the children be 
played with before and after services, and be taught that 
the services are a time for reverence and respect? Surely, 
nobody seeks to be disrespectful to God and his word on 
purpose. I believe it is something that folks just fall into 
without thinking, and that is the problem. If we truly think 
about our worship and who we are worshiping, we will 
humble ourselves and with awe devote our full attention 
to what we are doing.

As we consider our approach to God in worship there 
is a passage that comes to mind. It is found in 1 Timothy 
2:8-10, which says, “I will therefore that men pray every 
where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubt-
ing. In like manner also, that women adorn themselves 
in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; 
not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 
but (which becometh women professing godliness) with 
good works.” I do not believe that the principle of proper 
adornment is limited in God’s word to women only.

It appears to me that the context of 1 Timothy 2 is the 
matter of public worship. In verses 3-7 Paul digresses from 
that subject a little, only to come back to it in verse 8. In 
verse 9, the word for “adorn” means to put in order, ar-
range, make ready. “By the use of this word, Paul indicates 
that the adornment of the Christian woman should be 
one in which order, not disorder, obtains. And this orderli-
ness must not extend merely to the relationship of the 
various articles of wearing apparel to one another, but 
also to the relationship of that apparel to her Christian 
character and testimony. In other words, the apparel must 
be congruous with, fitting to, and consistent with what 
she is, a child of God” (Wuest, Word Studies in the Greek 
New Testament, Vol. 2, 46).
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The word translated as “modest” means well arranged, 
seemly, decent, according to a standard that is proper 
and decorous. Surely, when all such is considered, the 
point can and should be made that how we appear 
should always be, first of all, consistent with the character 
of one who follows Christ; and secondly, congruous with 
and decorous according to what we are doing. Obviously 
that principle does not apply only to women.

When we come together to worship God, should not 
our dress manifest the sense of reverence, respect, and 
awe that we have for him whom we are worshiping? 
Should it not be appropriate for the most important 
privilege that we have? How can T-shirts, blue jeans, and 
such like, that are completely appropriate for certain 
activities we engage in, be appropriate when we come 

God Often Limits Perpetual Things
A reading of Exodus 30:8 will show that these per-

petual incense and burnt offerings were to be observed 
“throughout your generations.” This places a time limit 
on these Old Testament affairs. When the nation of Israel 
ended, so did their law, ordinances, sabbath and all! Paul 
told the Romans, “For Christ is the end of the law” (Rom. 
10:4). We live today under the law of Christ (Gal. 6:2; John 
1:17).

The rainbow covenant was said to be perpetual. In this 
promise God said, “And I will establish my covenant with 
you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the wa-
ters of the flood; neither shall there any more be a flood 
to destroy the earth. And God said, This is the token of the 
covenant which I make between me and you and every 
living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations” 
(Gen. 9:11-12). This promise will continue uninterrupted 
as long as this earth stands. It’s perpetual until time shall 
be no more. Then, it will end. It’s that simple.

to worship the God of the universe? If such clothing is all 
that we have and the best we have, fine. But if it is not, 
what could be a more appropriate activity for wearing 
the best we have than worship? And certainly, when any 
man stands before the assembly to lead in prayer, preach, 
make announcements, serve at the Lord’s supper, isn’t it 
appropriate and decorous to be dressed in such a way as 
to show any visitors that might come that we are in awe 
of our God? Shouldn’t our dress at worship reflect the 
deepest reverence and respect and the knowledge that 
our worship to God is the most wonderful and glorious 
privilege that we have?

1418 Central Ave., Louisville, Kentucky 40208

But, It’s Perpetual
Johnie Edwards

When it is pointed out that certain things are not 
binding today, some one says, “But, it’s perpetual,” which 
means, it has not ceased, they say. Let’s take a look at 
such reasoning:

A Perpetual Sabbath
The Seventh Day Adventists tell us that the sabbath 

day is still binding because it is a perpetual sabbath. They 
will quote, “Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep 
the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their 
generations, for a perpetual covenant” (Exod. 31:16). It 
is reasoned that since the sabbath is perpetual, it is like 
perpetual motion, never ceasing. To be consistent with 
this reasoning, they would have to burn incense as well, 
for the Scriptures say, “And when Aaron lighteth the 
lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual 
incense before the Lord throughout your generations” 
(Exod. 30:8). These folks do not burn incense. Why not, 
since it is perpetual? According to Leviticus 6:20, “. . . the 
tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a meat offering 
perpetual.” If perpetual means without end, why don’t 
folks offer meat offerings and burnt offerings today? 4121 Woodyard Rd., Bloomington, Indiana 47404
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Three Responsibilities of  
Children of Light

Edward O. Bragwell, Sr.

In the first part of Ephesians 
chapter 5, the Apostle Paul contrasts 
the “children of light” (v. 8) with the 
“children of disobedience” (v.6). Light 
stands for all that is in harmony with 
God’s will, with darkness being the 
very opposite. “Children of light” are 
the same as children of obedience. 
“Children of disobedience” the same 
as children of darkness. In verses 8 
through 11, “children of light” are 
assigned three responsibilities:

1. Children of light must prove 
what is acceptable unto the Lord (v. 
10). There are two basic senses in 
which something may be proven: 
(1) “To establish the truth or valid-
ity of by presentation of argument 
or evidence” and (2) “To determine 
the quality of by testing; try out.” 
(Microsoft Bookshelf 98, Diction-
ary) In the first instance one proves 
a proposition by appealing to the 
objective evidence that sustains it. 
In spiritual matters, this evidence 
would be the Scriptures. In second 
instance, after one has proven the 
proposition by objective evidence,  
he may then “prove” its worthiness 
by putting it to the test in practice. 
It is this sense that “proving” is used 
in verse 10. Vincent says the mean-
ing in this verse is that of “proving by 
your walk” (Word Studies of the New 
Testament, III:399).

“Children of light,” having already 
proven or established their walk 

to be in the light by the evidence, 
must now continually prove it in 
the second sense – experimentally 
by “proving (it) by (their) walk.”  It is 
much like the old saying, “The proof 
of the pudding is in the eating.” 
Romans 12:2 suggests the same 
idea: “And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and accept-
able, and perfect, will of God.” (Italics 
mine, eob).

Children of light must actively and 
constructively prove (walk in) “what 
is” acceptable, not merely oppose 
what is not acceptable. We cannot 
just be “aginners” (a-gin-urs) — yes, I 
know that word is not in the diction-
ary, but it ought to be.

There are church responsibilities 
to meet, such as public worship 
(Heb. 10:25; Acts 20:7), doing one’s 
share of the church’s work (Eph. 
4:16), and helping set in order things 
lacking (Tit. 1:5). There are personal 
responsibilities to meet, such as per-
sonal evangelism (Acts 8:4), caring 
for the needy (Jas. 1:27) and other 
daily obligations of life that must be 
met — such as financial obligations 
(Rom. 13:8; 1 Tim. 5:8; Eph. 4:28; 2 
Thess. 3:10), home duties (Eph. 5:22-
6:4), civic and civil functions (Rom. 
13:1-5). When we faithfully practice 
these things were are “proving what 
is acceptable unto the Lord.”

 “Children of light” are 
assigned three re-
sponsibilities:
 1. . . . must prove what 

is acceptable unto the 
Lord;

 2. . . . must have no fel-
lowship with the 
unfruitful works of 
darkness;

 3. . . . must reprove (ex-
pose) the works of 
darkness.
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We must prove what is acceptable 
unto the Lord — not ourselves, not 
our families, not our brethren, not 
our neighbors, but the Lord.

2. Children of light must have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness (v. 11). Back in verse 
7, Paul writes, “Be not ye therefore 
partakers with them” — “them” being 
the “children of disobedience” (v. 6). 
One may have fellowship with a per-
son or thing by joint-participation or 
partnership according to the basic 
meaning of the word “fellowship.” 
Or, he may have fellowship by way 
of endorsement or encouragement 
as is suggested by the “right hand of 
fellowship” (Gal. 2:9).

One must have no fellowship (joint-
participation or encouragement) 
with the children of disobedience in 
either moral (Eph. 5:3-5) or doctrinal 
darkness (2 John 9-11). As children 
of light, we must not fellowship 
false doctrine (either its teaching 
or practice), in or out of the church. 
Nor can we fellowship immorality 
(fornication, adultery, homosexual-
ity, etc), either in or out of a marriage 
relationship.

3. Children of light must reprove 
(expose — New King James) the 
works of darkness (v. 11). Christians 
cannot claim faithfulness simply 
because they do not jointly partici-
pate with children of disobedience 
in their darkness, or simply because 
they don’t overtly endorse or encour-
age them in their works. We must go 
a step further and reprove or expose 
the sins for what they are. Gideon 
(Judg. 6) did not merely refuse to 
join in the idol worship of his father, 
nor did he simply refrain from openly 
encouraging his father’s idols, nor 
did he merely build up the Lord’s al-
tar and leave his father’s idols alone. 
He got busy and destroyed the false 
gods and the means of sacrificing 
to them. Under the Christian dis-
pensation we are not to destroy the 
physical property of those engaged 

in false religion and immoral prac-
tices — like those who burn church 
buildings or bomb abortion clinics. 
The Christian’s weapons are not car-
nal, but are spiritual “casting down 
arguments and every high thing that 
exalts itself against the knowledge 
of God, bringing every thought 
into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5, NKJ — italics 
mine, eob).

Churches are not sound simply 
for not being direct partakers with 
“children of disobedience.” Often el-
ders and other brethren will console 
themselves, by saying something 
like this, “We do not go along with 
that doctrine or practice and we do 
not endorse it in any way.” Yet, if one 
gets in the pulpit and really exposes 
the false doctrines, practices, and 
teachers for what they are, these 
same brethren act like they are sit-
ting in a bed of fire ants. As long as 
the opposition is passive and quiet 
they feel comfortable because the 
cost of their opposition is minimal, 
but when it becomes active and 
open the stakes are raised consider-
ably.

So, while they claim to not jointly 
participate in the matters under 
consideration, they do not want 
anything openly said against them. 
When a church claims to be “straight” 
on the issues that separate us from 

the denominations, the institutional 
issues, the marriage-divorce-remar-
riage issue, the progressive creation 
issue (the doctrine that the creation 
days were long periods of indefinite 
length or that there were long peri-
ods of indefinite length between the 
days, that has been floating around 
lately among brethren), or any other 
issue that is vital to the faith, it might 
be good to ask a few questions. If 
you do not participate or encour-
age these doctrines and those that 
teach them, then do you encourage 
the local preacher to expose them 
plainly for what they are? Do you 
allow and/or encourage your Bible 
classes to be used to expose them? 
Do you invite preachers for meetings 
who are known to speak kindly and 
plainly against these errors, expos-
ing them in such a way that there 
can be no doubt what these errors 
are about nor any doubt where that 
congregation stands.

Individual Christians and churches 
must be busy doing those things ac-
ceptable unto the Lord. At the same, 
time they must refuse to partake 
of sinful doctrines and practices in 
any way. Then, they must go a step 
further and expose sin and error for 
what it is. This would not be neces-

sary if sin always appeared to be 
what it really is on the surface. It 
must be exposed by shining the 
light of the gospel on it — by tak-

Handbook of Denominations  
in the United States

by Frank S. Mead
Mead’s book is a standard work on the denominations, including 

their doctrines, organizations, history and membership. Such infor-
mation as denominational headquarters, a glossary of terms, and 
additional books on each church is also given.

Price — $15.95
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“Song” continued from front page
“No Hell Below Us, Above Us Only Sky.” As an act of 

friendship, Jesus  warned us against hell. “And I say unto 
you my friends, . . . fear him who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell” (Luke 12:4, 5; Matt. 10:28). Warn-
ing people about hell is an act of friendship. Not many 
believe in hell because it hampers their lifestyle. Lennon 
taught and practiced self-indulgence. Jesus taught self-
denial and called us to a higher and nobler life of faith 
in Jehovah God who holds the future. If Jesus was right 
about hell then Lennon was no friend to man.  

 
“Imagine All The People, Living for today.” Charles 

Smith, former president of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Atheism (4A Society) said, “Happi-
ness here and now should be the motive of our conduct.” 
Neither Smith nor Lennon believed in a hereafter — no 
heaven or hell. Just do what makes you happy now. 
Live for today. For over two decades a large segment 
of society has been doing that. And when we look at 
the AIDS plague, other epidemics of VD, the abortions, 
unwanted and unloved children, drug addicts, suicides, 
school shootings, etc., we are caused to ask, “Are we 
having fun yet?” 

 
“Imagine. . . No religion too.” Eliminating Jesus and 

his teaching about heaven and hell does not eliminate 
religion. It exchanges one religion for another. From a 
religion of self-denial to a religion of self-indulgence. 
Lennon’s religion of self-indulgence makes self into a 
god. The worship of self is the most corrupt religion a 
man can have. 

 
“Imagine All The People, living life in peace.” If you can 

imagine this from a life of self-indulgence you have too 
big an imagination. Lennon admitted advocating drug 
use (self-indulgence) in some of his songs. The drug cul-
ture has brought us anything but peace. We have seen its 
blight on America’s most precious natural resource — her 
youth. Drugs are involved in the majority of crimes. They 
have ruined the physical and mental health of many. 
Some have turned to crime and prostitution. Some have 
turned away from life to suicide. Lennon suffered the 
consequences of his own philosophy. One of his fans, who 
was a drug user, shot and killed the rock star. And if there 
is no God, who can say he did wrong? If there is no God 
then anything goes, and eventually everything will. 

Christians deplore both the crime and the philosophy 
that led to Lennon’s death (no God, self-indulgence). 

“Imagine No Possessions . . . People sharing all the 
world.” Christians of the first century shared their posses-
sions by choice, out of love, as Jesus taught (Acts 2:44, 45; 
4:32; John 13:34, 35). Communism tried to force people 
to work according to their ability and receive according 

to their needs (no choice, without love). The work ethic 
was destroyed and many now live in poverty. It would 
help if the multi-millionaires like Lennon and many other 
advocates of this philosophy would lead the way instead 
of pointing the direction. Lennon, Jane Fonda, etc. retain 
their millions while making token contributions to liberal 
causes now and then. Communist leaders lived lives of 
luxury while the people starved. They want everyone else 
to give up their possessions but they haven’t shown us 
how it’s done. 

 
“You May Say I’m A Dreamer, but I’m not the only 

one.” Yes, because what Lennon dreamed (communism) 
became a nightmare that didn’t work. Atheistic com-
munism is not the answer to man’s plight. The reason 
we could never have the peace of which Lennon (and 
Lenin) dreamed is because he eliminated the Prince of 
Peace who gave us the highest moral principles known 
to man. Any attempt to bring about peace (such as the 
United Nations, ecumenical movement, communism) 
that eliminates the Prince of Peace is bound to failure. 
Lennon never knew the real Jesus and his high moral 
principles, such as the golden rule, which when applied, 
will bring about peace. Because of that, he wanted to 
eliminate all religion. Early on, it was Lennon who claimed 
the Beatles were more popular than Jesus Christ. The 
fact that the cooperation of the U.N., all the radio and TV 
stations and 210 countries could be brought together 
to hear Lennon’s song should tell us that there are many 
who are still dreaming Lennon’s dream. Lennon never 
gave a fair examination to the evidence. Perhaps it would 
be appropriate to close with the words to the song that 
appears to be coming in second, made popular by Louie 
Armstrong. 

 
I see trees of green, red roses too 
I see them bloom for me and you, 
And I think to myself, what a wonderful world. 

I see skies of blue and clouds of white, 
The bright blessed day, the dark sacred night 
And I think to myself, what a wonderful world. 
 
The colors of the rainbow, so pretty in the sky 
Are also on the faces of people goin’ by. 
I see friends shakin’ hands, sayin’ “How do you do!” 
They’re really sayin’ “I love you.” 
 
I hear babies cry, I watch them grow. 
They’ll learn much more than I’ll ever know. 
And I think to myself, what a wonderful world. 
 
Yes I think to myself, What A Wonderful World 

(Words and music by George David Weiss and Bob 
Thiele) 

 
I don’t need to tell you which song I voted for. Almost 
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“Factionalism” continued from page 2
tolic teaching, the heretics became also schismatics. And 
the schismatics, so far as they aimed to be such, and 
to establish a separate church, must inevitably adopt 
peculiar doctrines, and thereby come more and more 
into collision with the teachings of the Apostles” (Lange’s 
Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: Titus 22). Oosterzee 
may be correct in his statement that the discussion about 
whether the word heretic describes one who clings to a 
false doctrine or one who is schismatic may be a mistaken 
antithesis.

William Hendriksen wrote, “Accordingly, a factious 
person is here a person who without justification cre-
ates division. In the light of the context it is probable 
that the rendering ‘a heretic’ is not far off. At any rate, the 
word is moving in that direction. The factious person of 
whom the apostle is thinking has accepted the sinister 
philosophy of the Cretan errorists who specialized in fool-
ish inquiries and law-skirmishes (see on verse 9). As has 
become clear, their error touched both doctrine and life, 
as is usually the case. It is true, of course, that the term as 
here used need not be restricted to a particular type of 
fanatic. Every factious person stands condemned here” 
(New Testament Commentary: I-II Timothy, Titus 395).

Having looked at these comments, let us make some 
observations about the text in its context.

Needless Contentions
The context of Titus 3:10 describes a group who 

became caught up in disagreements regarding foolish 
questions, genealogies, and contentions. What are these 
disagreements? Certainly they are not the kinds of things 
under discussion by the Judaizers who were preaching 
that salvation was conditioned upon circumcision and 
observing the law of Moses, for Paul warned churches 
that these doctrines were destructive to the faith and 
worked like leaven to eat the heart out of salvation by 
grace through faith (see Romans and Galatians). They 
are not like the Gnostic controversy that denied the 
humanity of Christ and taught that sin did not interfere 
with one’s relationship to God (see 1-3 John). These are 
questions about matters that did not attack the content 
of the faith.

They are described as “foolish questions.” The word 
“foolish” is from moras which is used in this context to 
mean “imprudent, without forethought or wisdom. . . . 
empty, useless, 2 Tim. ii. 23; Tit. iii.9” (Thayer 420). The 
word “question” is from zetesis which means “a subject 
of questioning or debate, matter of controversy” (Thayer 
272). The questions were “empty” and “useless” contro-
versies, or as we might say today, “making mountains 
out of molehills.” Sometimes churches get in the most 
heated kinds of controversies over matters that have no 

appreciable difference in application, challenge no Bible 
doctrine, or otherwise make a “hill of beans” worth of dif-
ference. Nevertheless, brethren can press their opinions 
about such matters until brotherly love is destroyed and 
alienation sets in.

The second word to describe what these brethren were 
to avoid was “genealogies.” The word genealogia means 
“a genealogy, a record of descent or lineage.” Thayer also 
recognizes that the word is used in the plural “of the or-
ders of aeons, according to the doctrine of the Gnostics” 
(Thayer 112). The phrase calls to mind 1 Timothy 1:4 — 
“Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, 
which minister questions, rather than godly edifying 
which is in faith: so do.” The context seems to favor a 
syncretistic Jewish/Gnostic movement. Buchsel said, “it is 
probable that the expression denotes the biblical history 
enriched by interpretations and additions” (TDNT I:664). 
Such speculations were not only foolish, but also those 
over which brethren disagreed and divided.

The third word to describe the factional controver-
sies of Titus 3:10 is “contentions.” The word eris means 
“contention, strife, wrangling” (Thayer 249). He adds 
also “strivings about the law” or “quarrels about the law” 
(NIV, NRSV). The word “striving” is from mache, “a fight, 
combat. . . of persons at variance, disputations, etc., 
strife, contention” (Thayer 394). “About the law” is from 
nomikos, “pertaining to (the) law” (Thayer 427). Argu-
ments with reference to the law sometime drive wedges 
between loving brethren, rather than promoting unity, 
fellowship, godly living, and harmony. Such discussions 
are unhealthy and divisive.

From this studies, we see that Titus 3:10 is not limited in 
application to a person who is teaching false doctrine, but 
can also apply to a factious person who creates schism 
and division in a local church over matters of no real 
consequence. Any man who creates division in the local 
church is a threat to that church, even if he believes the 
truth! His schismatic and divisive conduct is as destructive 
to the church as any false doctrine is. Satan uses factional 
brethren as effectively as he uses false teachers to plague 
churches with friction, heartache, and upheaval. Such 
brethren “sanctify” their divisiveness under the banner 
of “standing for the truth.” They disrupt or destroy one 
church after another. When one group wises up to their 
ways and calls them to account, they pack their bags and 
move to another church charging that the church where 
they had been worshiping has gone “liberal.” The scene 
is repeated every two or three years. Lying in their wake 
is their bitter fruits — one disrupted or divided church 
after another!

Disciplining the Factional Brother
Paul’s instructions for how the church is to handle the 
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factional brother is this: “After the first and second ad-
monition, reject” (Tit. 3:10). The NIV says, “Warn a divisive 
person once, and then warn him a second time. After that, 
have nothing to do with him” (Tit. 3:10).

Anyone who pays attention to what has occurred 
among brethren can testify that all over this country lo-
cal churches have been subjected to divisive, factional 
brethren. Yet, how many times can you name when 
those factional brethren were handled according to 
the pattern Paul commanded? The usual pattern is that 
enough brethren express their discontentment with 
their conduct that they move away to another church. 
The church that receives them, listens to their pathetic 
story and sometimes receives them without investiga-
tion or by a one-sided investigation (that is, by asking 
only those who agreed with the factious brother in the 
church which he left). On other occasions, the receiving 
church calls the elders from the church from which they 
left and those elders, fearing that accurate information 
and timely warnings may somehow constitute slander or 

6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123 mikewillis1@com-
puserve.com

gossip, say little about the trouble the factional brethren 
have caused. The consequence is that two or three years 
down the road, the second church has the same problem 
with those brethren as did the first church. 

How much better would the situation be if the first 
church had followed Paul’s instructions! Give the factional 
brother a first and second admonition, and then if he 
does not repent, “reject” him or “have nothing to do with 
him.” Such a man should be marked. Then any church 
that received him would know of the problems he had 
caused at the previous church. If they received him in 
spite of the discipline, at least they would be responsible 
for their own problems inasmuch as they received one 
who was the subject of church discipline.

Brethren, the problem of factionalism cannot be 
solved by ignoring it. Just like every other area of Bible 

Jacksonville, Arkansas: The church at 1807 McArthur Dr. is need-
ing a man to labor with them in the Jacksonville, Arkansas area 
( approx. 15 miles north of Little Rock). Contact: Eugene Gad-
dis (501-834-8029), Bruce Richards (501-835-0204), or William 
Engel (501-982-0776). You may contact them at the following 
e-mail address for more information: brich@aristotle.net.

Bancroft, Ontario: The church in Bancroft is seeking a doctrin-
ally sound preacher to edify the saints and to evangelize the 
area. Those interested can contact the brethren on-line at this 
e-mail address: lwfevang@bancom.net, call them at 613-332-
1702, or write to them at General Delivery, Bancroft, Ont K0L 
1C0.

Canoga Park, California: The church of Christ that meets at 
7054 Winnetka Ave. in the San Fernando Valley portion of 
Los Angeles is searching for a preacher. They are able to fully 
support a man. They have around 70 in attendance and are 
currently supporting four outside preachers in addition to 
their preacher. They have a three bedroom, two bath home, 
but can be flexible should a preacher desire to purchase his 
own residence. If interested, contact Don Mullins (phone: 818-
341-5841; e-mail: dondivot@aol.com) or Paul Stagner (phone: 
805-297-7070; e-mail: pstagner @ix.netcom.com).

Robin Bauer, 2 Bartlett Rd., Pinetown 3600, South Africa: I have 
been teaching the gospel of Christ for the past twenty or so 
years in this region. Recently I was approached by a congrega-
tion in Johannesburg to commit to full time work as opposed to 
supporting myself with secular work and teaching the Gospel 
as best I could under the circumstances.
 
I have discussed with the brethren that I feel that we should 
be taking care of our own needs without being a burden to 
other saints, however the brethren have pleaded with me to 
determine if there are saints who wish to assist with the work 
here.

Inasmuch as most people do not know me, I have attached 
the names of some that I know. I have not told any of these 
men that I am writing you or that I have given their names as 
reference.

Basil Cass, bascass@iafrica.com; Eric Grove, groveric @mweb.
co.za; Gene Tope, genetope@mweb.co.za; Frans Botha, frasan@
iafrica.com; Paul Williams, paulw @mweb.co.za; Doug Bauer, 
monkey@pixie.co.za. 
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Clarence R. Johnson, P.O. Box 463, Marietta, PA 17022 (phone: 
717-361-6212; e-mail: CRJinPA@netrax.net): I am writing this 
appeal in behalf of Steve Wilson of Tucson, Arizona. Steve is 
one of a mere handful of black preachers who is institutionally 
sound. He has been working with the congregation that meets 
on S. Curtis Ave. in Tucson since 1997. Though he is single and 
does not have a family to provide for, his financial support is 
woefully inadequate.

 Steve is 42 years old. He obeyed the gospel several years 
ago in Hot Springs, Arkansas. Later, living in Austin, Texas, he 
came under the influence of James Devoll, Dennis Scroggins, 
and J.W. Hicks. He has preached by appoint- ment at various 
congregations in central Texas: Georgetown, Liberty Hill, Spice-
wood, Cedar Park, etc. In Georgetown, he had classes with men 
incarcerated in the county jail, and baptized a few of them into 
Christ.

 He began working with the Highland church in Tucson 
in February 1997. During that time, he has baptized nine pre-
cious souls into Christ. Steve’s current support is only $1200 
per month, and some of that may not continue past the end 
of the year. He hopes to raise at least an additional $850.

 Tucson is a city of almost half a million people. There are 
about 17,000 blacks. The Highland congregation is the only 
predominately black congregation that stands for the truth 
regarding institutionalism in Tucson or Pima County.

 Steve is an effective preacher of the gospel and he needs 
your support. If you want to know more about his ability or 
soundness, most of the preachers in the Austin, Texas area 
know him, as do most of the sound men in the Tucson area. If 
you are seriously considering helping in his support, or if you 
would be interested in having him come for a gospel meeting, 
he would be glad to send you a tape of a couple of his sermons. 
You may reach him at 5121 E. 29th St., Apt. 219, Tucson, AZ 
85711. Phone (520) 748-7689. E-mail: stevenwilson1@juno.
com. I hope you will give prayerful consideration to this plea.

Dick Blackford, Jonesboro, AR: This is a belated report. I began 
working with the Northside church in Jonesboro, Arkansas in 
December. My mailing address is: P.O. Box 3032, State Univer-
sity, AR 72467. E-mail is: rlb612@aol.com. I will participate in 
meetings this year in Sparta, Manchester, and Cookeville, TN; 
Newport, Cash, Little Rock, and Evening Shade AR; Columbus, 
OH.Vanduser, MO; Plano, IL. I look forward to seeing many 
friends and making new ones.

Charlie L. Graham, 561 N.E. 5th St., Crystal River, FL 34429: The 
church in Crystal River is doing well in preaching the gospel 
of Jesus Christ both here and other places. We support four 
preachers. Two here in the states, one in India, and one in the 
Philippines.

This year I have preached in Pocahontas, Arkansas at the 
Westside church where Dean Sullens is the preacher. They are 
fine people standing for the “Old Paths.” In June, I was with the 
fine brethren at Pleasant Hill, Tennessee where Hollace Page is 
the faithful preacher. His wife, Shirley, is having serious health 
problems. They could use some more help with medical bills 
and are very thankful for previous help. He preaches in a very 
difficult area. They have an average of 50 each Sunday. It was a 
well attended meeting with several from the community.

I will be with the church in New Carlisle, Ohio in September 
where brother Jim Lee is the preacher. I used to work with the 
brethren when I lived in Dayton. They will have finished their 
new auditorium by then. The church is growing, standing on 
the “rock.”

The church here baptized two and had one to be restored 
recently. We are having large numbers of visitors this summer. 
When visiting in the area, come see us. Jim Lee, Bruce Reaves, 
and George Hickman were the last to have meetings here.

Wanted to Buy
I would like to buy a set of the Lesson Annual on Uniform Bible 
Lessons, 1955-1961. These were published by the Firm Founda-
tion. Ed Waggoner, P.O. Box 222, Springlake, TX 79082.

101 Hymn Stories
101 More Hymn Stories

Each book relates the background and experiences 
that prompted the writing of 101 favorite hymns.

 
Price — $12.99 each

Call: 1-800-428-0121
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list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Cahaba Hgts.Church of Christ

3251 Greendale Rd.
(near I-459 & Hwy. 280 interchange)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

 967-2150

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Pinson Church of Christ

4233 Glen Brook Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

 Evangelist:  Ken Chapman
(205) 681-6231 or 680-5770

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Vestavia Hills Church of Christ

2325 Old Columbiana Rd.
(near I-65 & Hwy. 31)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ken Marrs
822-0018 or 822-2191

ELGIN, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

Rt. 4, Box 54-1
(bldg. 2 blks. N of Intersection of
US 72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

FLORENCE, AL
College View Church of Christ

851 N. Pine St.
(adjacent to University Campus)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelists: David Thomley
Harold Comer, 766-0403

FOLEY, AL
South Baldwin 

Church of Christ
517 N. McKenzie St.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James E. Cooper
(334) 943-2686 or 943-3380

GARDENDALE, AL
North Gardendale
Church of Christ
380 Hickory Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Rouse
(205) 631-8415 or 631-8098

HAMILTON, AL
W. Hamilton Church of Christ

N.W. Corner Hwy. 74W and Rem-
ington Dr.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Myhan
(205) 921-2338 or 921-2605

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Chapman Acres Church of Christ

2137 Penhall Dr., NE
(I-565 E. to end, right on Maysville Rd., left on 

Chapman Ave., right on Penhall Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Johnson
(205) 536-5296 or 539-9018

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Hughes Rd. & Gooch Lane

Church of Christ
(Go 8 miles on U.S. 72 W.,
S. on Hughes Rd. ¼ mile)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Allen Dvorak
(256) 830-1654 or 837-2939

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Sparkman Drive Church of Christ

3200 Sparkman Drive
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Guy P. McDaniel
and Robert F. Hendrix

(205) 852-1175 or 430-0909

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Weatherly Heights Church of Christ

930 Weatherly Rd., S.E.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Freeman
881-9540 or 883-6753

MOBILE, AL
West Mobile Church of Christ

129 Hillcrest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff McCrary
(334) 342-4144 or 633-8377

MONTGOMERY, AL
Church of Christ
800 Perry Hill Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
5th Sunday 4: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John McPherson
244-1675, 277-9155, 271-4679

or 272-0801

MONTGOMERY, AL
Eastbrook Church of Christ

650 Coliseum Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Contact:  Sammy Bynum, 263-5790, 
Bldg: 272-4232

or Tommy Moore 288-0799 and 
Carroll Puckett 288-1461

OWENS CROSS ROADS, AL
Church of Christ at Elon
4021 Hobbs Island Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David Harwell
256-830-0879

PARRISH, AL
McArthur Heights
Church of Christ
5082 Hwy. 269

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

RED BAY, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

Meadow Dr. & Hwy. 24 East
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Maples, Sr.
(256) 356-2723 or 356-4513

ROGERSVILLE, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

81 Elgin Hills Dr.
(bldg. 2 blks. N. of intersection of US 

72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

RUSSELLVILLE, AL
Hwy. 43 By-Pass

(Across from local hospital)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Gilbert
(205) 332-2294 home or 

(205) 332-6918 office

SARALAND, AL
Shelton Beach Rd.
(N. Mobile Area)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paddy Kendall-Ball
675-2255 or 675-7820

SCOTTSBORO, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

John T. Reid Pkwy.
(on Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Gregory A. Legg
(205) 574-1603 or 259-1814

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

 PALMER, AK
Mat-Su Church of Christ

Kay Bank Plaza Bldg.
(P.O. Box 3141, 99645-3141)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.

Evening  5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Monty Howes (907) 696-7853
Jason Robertson (907) 745-1750 

Phil Douthitt (907) 696-8885

GLENDALE, AZ
Church of Christ

6801 N. 60th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 40 A.M.
Bible Study 5: 00 P.M.
Evening  5: 40 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dan Cook

MESA, AZ
Southeast Church of Christ

312 N. Kieth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.
Evening  6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rocco Lucari
(602) 963-9069 or 833-8236

PRESCOTT, AZ
Pleasant Valley

Church of Christ
2820 Willow Creek Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Pete Hicks
(602) 778-7858

TUCSON, AZ
Church of Christ

145 N. Country Club Rd.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hugh Delong
326-3634 or 722-3179

BENTONVILLE, AR
East 102 Church of Christ

910 S.E. 14th (102)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 273-3989

CONWAY, AR
Hwy. 65 Church of Christ

217 Highway 65
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Coffey
Bldg: (501) 336-0052

CONWAY, AR
Prince Street Church of Christ

2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 336-0669

FT. SMITH, AR
South 46th St.

Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell Blasingame
478-6108 or 782-0588

GRADY, AR
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 363
Hwy. 65 South

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Edgar J. Dye
(501) 247-0232

HARRISON, AR
Capps Rd. Church of Christ

407 Bella Vista Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Norman E. Sewell
741-9104 or 741-5151

HEBER SPRINGS, AR
Spring Park Church of Christ
(On corner of Sugar Loaf &

Center Sts. north of the park)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 7: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

362-8994

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Fairview Park Church of Christ

11820 Fairview Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Carrow
225-8200

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Church of Christ

7115 West 65th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis J. Sharp
Res. (501) 565-0943

Study (501) 568-1062

MARSHALL, AR
Marshall Church of Christ

(North Central, AR)
Hwy. 27 N 1 Mi. from 65 Jct.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Prince
(870) 448-2055

PINE BLUFF, AR
Church of Christ
4700 W. 28th St.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10:  35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clarence W. Fell
(870) 879-2097

RUSSELLVILLE, AR
Church of Christ

709 E. 16th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Evening   6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday   7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  A.W. Goff
(501) 968-7010

or 968-6372

TEXARKANA, AR
Church of Christ
2301 Franklin Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Derek R. Chancellor
772-0746 

VAN BUREN, AR
Van Buren Church of Christ

711 Access Road
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Sexton
(501) 471-5801

ANTIOCH, CA
Church of Christ

126 Railroad Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Dial-a-Bible Moment  
(510)  706-WORD

Evangelist:  Glendol McClure
(510) 757-8318 or 754-7077

BAKERSFIELD, CA
Rosedale Church of Christ

3011 Allen Road
Worship   9: 30 A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Hilburn

CANOGA PARK, CA
(San Fernando Valley)

Church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Kilgo
348-2193 or 346-5853

FOLSOM, CA
Church of Christ
800 Reading St.

P.O. Box 492
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: David Posey
(916) 676-5298 or 933-5298

FREMONT, CA
Church of Christ

in the Centerville area
39354 Fremont Blvd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(510) 794-7659

FRESNO, CA
Northside Church of Christ

1190 W. Herndon Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jack Flad
(209) 224-1061 or 275-0850
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HEMET, CA

Church of Christ
203 W. Acacia Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(909) 925-1991

LOMA RICA, CA
Church of Christ

5150 Fruitland Road
Classes        9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Preaching 11: 35 A.M.
Tuesday   7: 00 P.M.

Elders: Terry Clayton
and R.H. Herrig

(916) 743-0211 or 742-6249

LONG BEACH, CA
Church of Christ

3433 Studebaker Rd.
Bible Study   9: 50 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Cultos En Espanol Tambien
(562) 420-2363 or 

420-9577

OCEANSIDE-VISTA, CA
Church of Christ

2020 Sunset Drive
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell C. Bell
(760) 940-8003

PASO ROBLES, CA
Church of Christ
3545 Spring St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dell Evans
(805) 238-1682 or 238-2564

PLEASANTON, CA
Church of Christ

1072 Serpentine Lane, St. #
Bible Classes      9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Richard Dowdy
(510) 484-4188

SAN BERNADINO. CA
Church of Christ

1354 Mountain View Ave.
(Exit off I-15 at Baseline, east to
Mt. View Ave., left for 2 blocks)

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Royce Bell

SANTA BARBARA, CA
Church of Christ

2310 Chapala Street
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(805) 682-7756

AURORA, CO
(Denver)

Boston St. Church of Christ
1297 Boston St.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hoyt Houchen
(303) 366-5283 or 805-4820

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Northeast Church of Christ

6660 Galley Rd.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger Hendricks
597-6661 or 591-9932

GOLDEN, CO
Westside Church of Christ

13789 West 8th Ave.
(½ mi. E. of Indiana St.)

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

233-5683

GRAND JUNCTION, CO
Valley Church of Christ

491 Sparn Road
P.O. Box 40531

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Andy Berendt
(970) 245-5112

IGNACIO, CO
Church of Christ
295 Burns Ave.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 1: 00 P.M.

(970) 563-9418 

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO
Church of Christ

Mounted Ranger Bldg.
San Juan Street

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Lungstrum
264-6119, 264,4729, 264-4236

WALLINGFORD, CT.
Church of Christ

1213 Old Colony Rd., Rt. 71
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Afternoon Call
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ed Smith
(203) 284-2171 or 235-5576

BRIDGEVILLE, DE
Kent-Sussex Church of Christ

116 Irons Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Tim Fannin (302) 934-8903
Jerry Marvel (302) 629-4211

Bill Dykes (302) 855-1305

BARTOW, FL
Church of Christ

550 West Main St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Vernon Love
(813) 533-7725 or 533-3563

BROOKSVILLE, FL
Church of Christ

604 W. Fort Dade Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  V.C. McCormick
(904) 796-9803

Church of Christ
2431 Fortune Rd.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Copeland
(407) 931-1725 or 348-0300

KISSIMMEE, FL
Downtown Church of Christ

“On the Internet”
churchofchrist-kiss-fl.com

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy de Klerk
(407) 344-9027

LAKE CITY, FL
Lakeview Church of Christ

U.S. 441 South
convenient to I-75

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 752-1506 or 935-2976

LAKELAND, FL
Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Church of Christ
2510 Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship   9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Marc W. Gibson
(941) 688-4336

LAKELAND, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

3900 South Pipkin Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Jamerson
(941) 644-9463 or 644-6080

HELP 
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LUTZ (Tampa), FL
S. Livingston Ave. Church of Christ

16812 Livingston Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Bill Fairchild (813) 632-6941  H.E. 
Phillips (813) 949-8232

MARY ESTHER, FL
Mary Esther Church of Christ

6 Lane Dr. (1 blk. N of
Hwy. 98 on Doolittle Blvd.)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(850) 244-2335

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
Church of Christ
512 Plumosa St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Swain
(407) 631-8314

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
North Courtenay Church of Christ

2455 N. Courtenay Pkwy.

CHIPLEY, FL
Church of Christ

680 3rd St. (P.O. Box 31)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

DUNDEE, FL
Dundee Church of Christ

4th and Main St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James C. Yaw
(941) 439-3280

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
Northside Church of Christ

912 NW 19th St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clinton D. Hamilton
(305) 763-1404

FORT MYERS, FL
N. Ft. Myers Church of Christ

200 Pine Island Rd.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Vernon Eugene Ford
(941) 997-3959 or 567-0819

FORT MYERS, FL
Southside Church of Christ

13641 Learning Ct.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David P.  Schmidt
433-2838 or 482-2158

FORT WALTON BEACH, FL
Northside Church of Christ

520 Mary Esther Cutoff
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  O. Fred Liggin
(904) 244-0031

FROSTPROOF, FL
Church of Christ

40 W. “A” St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Felix Salazar
(941) 635-2607

JACKSONVILLE, FL
Marietta Church of Christ

8150 Driggers St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jamie Rhoden
783-2690 or 781-5704

KEY LARGO, FL
Key Largo Church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.

33037 m.m. 100.5 on U.S. 1
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roland Fritz
(305) 451-1194

KISSIMMEE, FL

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jere Frost
                  (407) 452-8822 

MIAMI, FL
Flagler Grove Church of Christ

               (Nearest to Airport)  500 
N.W. 53rd Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gene Robinson
(305) 634-5924

MIAMI, FL
Miami Shores Church of Christ

10275 N.E. 2nd Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lamont White
and Denis Florestant

(305) 758-3036 or 624-1487

MIAMI, FL
N. Miami Church of Christ

13521 Memorial Hwy.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Fred Shewmaker
(305) 893-6909 or 685-3203

MIAMI, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

1450 S.W. 24th Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Alfred A. Reinhardt
856-8376 or 856-6486

MIDDLEBURG, FL
Church of Christ

3155 County Rd. 215
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 282-5616

OCALA, FL
Church of Christ

3900 S. Pine
(441, 301 & 27 S.)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Hudgins
(352) 694-2922

OKEECHOBEE, FL
Big Lake Church of Christ
1115 Southwest 3rd Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Herb Braswell
(941) 357-3089 or 467-1013

ORANGE PARK, FL
Orange Park Church of Christ

1365 Kingsley Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Artur Loeber
(904) 282-9047

ORLANDO, FL
Azalea Park Church of Christ

6800 Lake Underhill Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Scott Love
(407) 277-7931

ORLANDO, FL
Par St. Church of Christ

15 W. Par St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Rod Amanet
(407) 898-8601or 628-2995

ORLANDO, FL
S. Bumby Church of Christ

3940 S. Bumby 
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Robert Harkrider
and David Banning

(407) 851-8031 or 855-2670

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL
Beach Church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Witherington
(904) 234-2521 or 784-7999

PANAMA CITY, FL
Church of Christ
3339 Florida Ave.

(Between Baldwin Rd. & Hwy. 390)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Marvin Hudson
(904) 265-6539

PENSACOLA, FL
East Hill Church of Christ

2708 E. Nine Mile Rd.
at Camberwell Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sam Brinkley, Jr.
479-2130 or 477-5819

PENSACOLA, FL
Northside Church of Christ

4001 N. Ninth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joseph R. Mazter
(850) 432-0736

PERRY, FL
Perry Church of Christ

714 N. Calhoun St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rick Mott
(904) 584-2645 or 584-8902

PLANT CITY, FL
Plant City Church of Christ

315 N. Wilder Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary M. Ogden
(813) 752-2227 or 752-2771

ST. PETERSBURG, FL
Church of Christ

901 49th St. South
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Doug Barlar
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SARASOTA, FL
Church of Christ

2445 Fruitville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  James Hanaker
and Mickey Martin

755-1128

SEFFNER, FL
Church of Christ

621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gibson
813-684-1297

 HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TAMPA, FL
58th Street Church of Christ

12200 N. 58th St.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(813) 988-3380 or 988-4646

TARPON SPRINGS, FL
Tarpon Springs Church of Christ

570 E. Orange St.
(corner of Disston)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Dickens
(727) 938-3967 or 937-9327

UMATILLA, FL
Golden Triangle Church of Christ

210 Kentucky Avenue
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Assembly 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  James L. Yopp
(352) 669-8490 or 483-0363

ZEPHYRHILLS, FL
Church of Christ
5444 Fourth St.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Don Hastings
(813) 788-9587

ACWORTH, GA
Etowah Church of Christ

2714 Valleyhill Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff Winburn
(770) 974-2814

ENTERVILLE, GA
Centerville Church of Christ

250 Collins Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  J. Wiley Adams
(912) 922-1158 or 953-5217

MARTINEZ, GA
Martinez Church of Christ

201 Belair Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John M. Trigg
863-9744 

PINE MOUNTAIN VALLEY, GA
Church of Christ
Route 116 (near

Callaway Gardens)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229

VALDOSTA, GA
Church of Christ

4313 North Valdosta Rd.
(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 6 off I-75)

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Evangelist: William H. Sowder, Sr.

244-8630 or 794-2456

WARNER ROBINS, GA
Westside Church of Christ

1158 Willow
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paul Ayres
(912) 784-7078

BLACKFOOT, ID
Church of Christ
370 N. Shilling

P.O. Box 158-83221
Classes   1: 30 P.M.
Bible Study 2: 30 P.M.
Worship 3: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Thompson
(208) 785-5773 or 785-6168

WENDELL, ID
Church of Christ

801 E. Main
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.

(208) 536-6296

ABINGDON, IL
Abingdon Church of Christ

209 N. Main
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John B. Wilson
(309) 462-5368

BENTON, IL
Church of Christ

203 N. Central St. P.O. Box 12
(north of Wal-Mart

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ronald D. Grifffin
(618) 438-2911 or 439-4605

BRADLEY, IL
Church of Christ

1505 E. Broadway
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jon Quinn
(815) 932-9014 or 939-3315

BURBANK, IL
Burbank Church of Christ

8230 S. Laramie Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Charles Eads
(708) 423-6703

CHICAGO, IL
Northside Church of Christ

4440 W. Adams St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James R. Davis, Sr.
624-7599

CHICAGO, IL
Church of Christ

1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Donald Hawkins
333-4875 or 224-9279

EAST ALTON, IL
Church of Christ
450 E. Airline Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Parks
(618) 259-7532

GLEN ELLYN, IL
Church of Christ

796 Prairie, 60137
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(630) 858-2290 or 529-2149

PALATINE, IL
Church of Christ

(N.W. Chicago Suburb)
1050 N. Deer Ave.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Speer
(847) 991-1288

BLOOMINGTON, IN
Church of Christ
825 West 2nd St.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

332-0501

CLARKSVILLE, IN
Clarksville Church of Christ

407 W. Highway 131
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Elmo Wilson
Church building:(812) 944-2305

 Home: (812) 288-4206
Elders: 944-1878 or 948-9917

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN
Southside Church of Christ
.2 mile east of U.S. 231 on 

300 S. (Rt. 7, Box 323)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church Bldg: (765) 361-9812
James Page: (765) 362-9168

DANVILLE, IN

2849 East Main St.
Bible Classes 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Willis
Home Phone: (317) 272-0506

Building: (317) 745-4708

ELLETTSVILLE, IN
Church of Christ

303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Johnie Edwards
(812) 876-2285 or 336-4630

HAMMOND, IN
Woodmar Church of Christ

2133 169th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(219) 845-8942 

HOBART, IN
Church of Christ
300 N. Liberty St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Owens
(219) 942-2663

JAMESTOWN, IN
Church of Christ

(1 Mi. south of I-74)
Cor. Darlington & Mill Sts.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Denver Niemeier
(765) 676-6404 or (317) 852-7782

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Castleton Church of Christ

7701 East 86th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

485-7771 or 842-3613

KOKOMO, IN
Church of Christ

1217 S. Courtland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 10: 30 A.M.
 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Blackaby
(765) 453-2356

MUNCIE, IN
Church of Christ

301 N. Calvert Ave.
Bible Study     9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Hamilton
284-5299 or 286-5488

NEW ALBANY, IN
Silver St. Church of Christ

1101 Silver St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Thurs. Morning  10: 00 A.M. 

Evangelist:  Guy Roberson
945-0664 or 945-7874

NOBLESVILLE, IN
Noblesville Church of Christ

1008 S. 9th Street

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle Pope
(913) 631-6519 or 599-3692

TOPEKA, KS
Oakland Church of Christ

553 Wilson
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

235-8687 or 273-7977

WICHITA, KS
Westside Church of Christ

3500 S. Meridian
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike O’Neal
Elders: B. Allen, L. Westbrook
(316) 729-9302 or 838-6274 

ASHLAND, KY
Tri-State Church of Christ
1314 Montgomery Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Edwards
(606) 325-9742

BEAVER DAM, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.

Worship      10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study    After Worship 
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(7:30 during DST)
Evangelist:  Gary E. Bagwell

274-4451 or 274-4486

BOWLING GREEN, KY
West End Church of Christ

1609 Parkside Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dudley Ross Spears
(502) 842-7880 or 781-4947

CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY
Sunny Hill Dr.

Church of Christ
(near the Dairy Queen)

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(502) 789-1651 

DANVILLE, KY
385 E. Lexington Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists
Steve Wolfgang & Scott Vifquain

236-4204, 236-8506
or 238-0860

ELIZABETHTOWN, KY
Collegeview Church of Christ

611A College St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Bryant
737-5498 or 737-4188

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evengelist: H.L. Collett
(317) 773-8864 or 773-2321

 

OOLITIC, IN
Church of Christ

400 Lafayette Ave.
P.O. Box 34

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

279-4332

PEKIN, IN
Church of Christ

(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary L. Coles
967-3437 or 967-3520

RICHMOND, IN
Gaar Road Church of Christ

1835 Gaar Rd. (1 mi. S. of
I-70 off Hwy. 227)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Douglas R. Clark
(765) 935-2911

TRAFALGAR, IN
Spearsville Rd. Church of Christ

6244 W. 500W
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Perry Hurst 
(765) 349-7313

WEST LAFAYETTE, IN
Church of Christ

1850 Woodland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 15 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry J. Curry
(317) 463-9947 or 463-6409

DES MOINES, IA
Church of Christ

1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ron Anderson
262-6799

GRINNELL, IA
Church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Al Sandlin
(515)236-6052

alchar@aol.com
 

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LENEXA, KS
Lenexa Church of Christ

7845 Cottonwood
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES

ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

PASCAGOULA, MS
Chico Road Church of Christ

Corner of Scovel Rd.
& Chico Rd.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 762-9557

STARKVILLE, MS
Northside Church of Christ

1200 N. Montgomery St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

BLUE SPRINGS, MO
South Ave. Church of Christ

101 W. South Ave.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jim Bailey
(816) 228-9262

COLUMBIA, MO
Eastside Church of Christ

1510 Audubon
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

445-5497 or 443-0634

DONIPHAN, MO
Southside Church of Christ

Hwy. 142 E. ½ mile
(P.O. Box 220)

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(314) 996-3251 or 996-3513

FAIRGROVE, MO
Church of Christ

217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Bible Study  10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Walter Myers
(417) 859-2333

Joe Easterly: 759-2351

KAHOKA, MO
Westside Church of Christ

671 W. Thompson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  George Hickman
(660) 727-2090

KANSAS CITY, MO

Hickman Mills Church of Christ
11610 S. 71 Hwy.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(816) 331-6482

KANSAS CITY, MO
Nashua Church of Christ

11425 N. Main St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Broyles
(816) 532-4270 or 734-4142

KANSAS CITY, MO
Vivion Road Church of Christ

2026 N.E. Vivion Rd.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Kinzel
(816) 453-6157

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

$95.00 PER YEAR

GLASGOW, KY
East Main St. Church of Christ

106 Carnation Dr.
(across from Gorin Park)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Charles Holton, Evangelist
651-7141

HODGENVILLE, KY
South Lincoln Blvd. 

0.8 mi. south of Square  
on 31 E.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M

Jim Bickford: 358-4088
358-4352

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Indian Hills Church of Christ

116 Sequoia Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Cook
(502) 259-9727

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ

Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joey Cooper
259-4968

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church of Christ

3741 Taylorsville Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Humphries
499-9942 or 459-8730

LOUISVILLE, KY
Manslick Rd.Church of Christ

4724 E. Manslick Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Himmel
231-8435 

Office: 964-3624

LOUISVILLE, KY
Valley Station Church or Christ

1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Everette Hardin
937-2822

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

4401 West Broad St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sidney L. Shanks
502-772-3026 or 778-3254

OWENSBORO, KY
Westside Church or Christ

4201 Bent Tree Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Michael Thomas
(502) 683-4204 or 771-0000

OWENSBORO, KY
Southside Church or Christ

2920 New Hartford Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff Lankford
(502) 683-5386 or 684-8722

REGINA, KY
Road Creek Church or Christ
7 miles west of Elkhorn City

on Route 460 & Route 80
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(606) 754-9883, 754-8642
or 754-5398

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

1/4 mi. E. of I-65 or Hwy. 44
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Heath Rogers
(502) 543-4446

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Hebron Lane Church or Christ
Rt. 61 on Hebron Ln.1/4 mile

Sun. Morning 9: 00 A.M.
Sun. Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy Alexander
957-6845 or 957-5115

SOMERSET, KY
Southside Church or Christ

390 Old Monticello Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Art Ogden
(606) 679-5762 or 678-8005

TOMPKINSVILLE, KY
Lyons Chapel Church of Christ

Highway 100 East
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Lee
(502) 487-8448

BATON ROUGE, LA
Park Forest Church of Christ

9923 Sunny Cline Dr.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Crews
275-4684 or 273-1105

BOSSIER CITY, LA
Bossier Church of Christ

2917 Foster
Bible Study 9 : 30 A.M.
Worship 10 : 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Henderson
(318) 747-4308 or 868-9054 

LAKE CHARLES, LA
Southside Church of Christ

3919 Auburn St.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kenneth R. Hoyle
(318) 474-9122 or 474-9866

LEESVILLE, LA
White Park Church of Christ

17801 Nolan Trace
20 mi. from Fort Polk
(5 mi. W. of Leesville)

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(318) 239-4614

SHREVEPORT, LA
Twin Cities Church of Christ

203 Kay Lane
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: John West
(318) 797-0805 or 747-2766

STONEWALL, LA
N. DeSoto Church of Christ

172 Woolworth Rd. in Stonewall
(South of Shreveport)

Worship  9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

925-2831 or 925-2733

PORTLAND, ME
Church of Christ

856 Brighton Ave.
Maine Turnpike Exit 8

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 2: 00 P.M.

Call for mid-week assemblies
Evangelist:  Patrick Kelly

(207) 856-2909

ARBUTUS, MD
Arbutus Church of Christ

5205 East Dr., Suite D
(East Drive Shopping Center)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church phone: (410) 247-1396 or 
(410) 789-2080, 859-0116

SEVERN, MD
Southwest Church of Christ

805 Meadow Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(410) 551-6549 or 969-1420

RIVERDALE, MD
(Washington, D.C. area)

Wildercroft Church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dale Smelser
(301) 474-7460 or 464-9409

           

DECKERVILLE, MI
Church of Christ
2556 Maple St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Contact: Craig Thomas
(810) 648-5009 or 648-2515

ROSEVILLE, MI
South Macomb
Church of Christ
18551 Eastland

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(810) 775-4059

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

ST. CHARLES, MN
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 3: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Robert Lehnertz
(507) 534-2905 or 932-3521

ST. PAUL, MN
Summit Ave. Church of Christ

10 S. Grotto
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(612) 222-0872 or 738-7987

BOONEVILLE, MS
Church of Christ

101 Oakleigh Dr. Located on W. 
Chambers Dr., New Hwy. 4 By-pass

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship  10: 30 A.M.
Evening 4: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 728-3213 or 728-6345

COLUMBUS, MS
Woodlawn Church of Christ
359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Willis Logan
(601) 356-6629

GULFPORT, MS
Morris Rd. Church of Christ

located 1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd.
& 3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(228) 832-5529 

JACKSON, MS
Clinton Blvd. Church of Christ

5535 Clinton Blvd
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Leonard White
922-4957 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN, MS
Grandview Church of Christ

2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Frank Whidden
(601) 482-0543 (bldg.)

(601) 679-8542 or 483-3652

MERIDIAN, MS
7th St. Church of Christ

2914 7th St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: James Strickland
(601) 483-3101 or 483-4258
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Churches Need Shepherds

Weldon E. Warnock

Sheep need a shepherd, and, since the disciples of Jesus are  sheep, 
they need a shepherd. Jesus said to Peter, “Feed my sheep” (John 21:17). 
Our Lord also said. “Other sheep I have which are not of this fold (John 
10:16). Jesus is the chief shepherd (1 Pet. 5: 4). A chief shepherd im-
plies subordinate shepherds. These  shepherds are the elders of the local 
churches. 

Paul told the Ephesian elders, “Take heed to yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over which the Holy Ghost 
hath made ye overseers, to feed 
the church of God which he hath 
purchased with his own blood” 
(Acts 20:28). Here, the elders are 
told to take heed to the flock and to 
feed (shepherd) the church of God. 
Peter, who was also an elder in the 
church, told fellow elders to “feed 
(shepherd) the flock of God among 
you” (1 Pet. 5:1-2).

Every congregation needs shep-
herds. When Paul returned on 
his first missionary journey, he 
ordained or appointed elders in 
every church (Acts 14:23). This 
was done in a matter of months 
after these churches were established. Churches go today for years and 
still no shepherds. Something is wrong, somewhere. Let us notice why 
churches need shepherds.

1. To lead the flock. Jesus said of the shepherd, “And when he putteth 
forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: 
for they know his voice” (John 10:41). The Lord, as a shepherd, leadeth 
beside the still waters (Ps. 23:2). Elders are leaders in the church. We 
read, “Obey them that have the rule over you” (Heb. 13:17). The word 
“rule” means “lead.” The New American Standard Bible renders this 
verse, “Obey your leaders.” Inept leaders have the flock grazing on the 
same barren territory forever. They never enter the green pastures. If such 
happens, it is by accident. Incompetent shepherds allow the church to get 
in the rut of just “keeping house for the Lord.”
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Editorial

The Factional Mindset (3)
Mike Willis

In this series of articles, I have been trying to call attention to the 
factional mindset that is sometimes creates division and dissension 
in the Lord’s churches. In trying to identify factionalism, I am listing 
several characteristics of the factional brother. Factionalism is difficult 
for us to identify because it flies under beautiful banners — “standing 
for the truth,” “defending the faith,” or “opposing liberalism.” Because 
none of us wishes to discourage loyalty to the truth, we sometimes are 
too tolerant of the factional man. By the time one recognizes the dam-
age he is doing, the time may have already passed to stop his divisive 
ways. We hope that listing these attributes of the factional mindset will 
be helpful in identifying those who are dividing churches so that sinful 
division can be stopped.

1. The factional man has no place in his thinking for any pres-
ent day issues that fall into the category of Romans 14. A factional 
man can usually correctly explain the meaning of Romans 14 and make 
correct application of the text to the issues described in Romans 14 and 
other New Testament issues (such as circumcision, forbidding to marry, 
etc.). However, he is not able to identify anything that he believes as a 
Romans 14 issue. Everything he believes is a matter of faith with which 
no one can disagree and be faithful to the Lord. Romans 14 was originally 
written to meet this very challenge.

2. The factional man makes every judgment decision with which 
he does not agree tantamount to apostasy. In areas of application, 
a factional brother tends to make every judgment issue a test of one’s 
faithfulness to God. In a case where two brethren are united on a principle 
of truth but disagree over whether another man is a mistaken believer 
or a false teacher on the same point, the factional brother’s judgment 
must be the correct one and all those who disagree are compromisers 
violating 2 John 9-11. Such a brother is willing to divide a church over 
his judgment about the other man because every one who disagrees with 
him is a liberal apostate.

3. The factional man has trouble understanding that general 
authority is just as surely Bible authority for an action as is specific 
authority. Certainly this has been true historically. Those who created 
dissension in the church over multiple containers, Bible classes, and 
located preachers were looking for a specific example of a church hav-
ing a Bible class, using multiple containers, or a preacher working with 
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Divine Providence
Donald Townsley

The Bible doctrine of divine providence has been neglected by gospel 
preachers of our gener ation. In days gone by this subject was given a 
more prominent place in the preaching and writing of brethren. I believe 
we have reaped some tragic consequences because of our ignor ance 
on this subject. Extremes have arisen and found fertile soil in which to 
grow because of the ignorance that exists. One example is the “direct 
operation of the Holy Spirit” movement. I do not believe false teaching 
on this subject would have found ready acceptance by some if they had 
understood God’s providential working. Anoth er consequence of not 
understanding this sub ject is the gloom, depression and anxiety that 
afflict the hearts of so many of the children of God. If they could only 
understand this Bible doctrine and have the conviction that “the Lord 
is at hand” (near, Phil. 4:5) and that he really cares for us (1 Pet. 5:7), 
it would do away with the in security, fear, depression, and despair that 
exist in the hearts of so many.

In order to define what “divine providence” is, let us first point out 
what it is not. Divine provi dence is not a miracle. A miracle is an act of 
God superseding or suspending a natural law. A miracle was a visible 
sign which indicated to all men that a super-human power was at work 
in that particular thing. An example of a miracle is the Lord feeding five 
thousand people with five loaves and two fishes (John 6:8-14). Miracles 
were for the purpose of confirming the Word (Mark 16:17-20). The Word 
was given in its com pleteness and confirmed, then miracles ceased (1 
Cor. 13:8-13).

Providence differs from a miracle in that its ends are brought about 
by means of the established laws of God through ordinary chan nels. 
Providence is the preservation, care, and government that God exercises 
over all things that he has created in order that they may accomplish the 
end for which they were created.

God’s providence does not eliminate following the word of God in 
every detail. God, through his word, brings about conversion and edifi-
cation of his people (Rom. 1:16; Acts 20:32). This does not eliminate 
our using all the care, sense and skill that we can exercise. Neither does 
it eliminate the free-moral agency of man. God’s providence works 
with two kinds of wills —  willing wills and opposing wills. Good men 
suf fer many times at the hands of evil men — evil men meaning it for 
evil, but God in his provi dence can overrule it for the good of the inno-
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cent.     Joseph, in the Old Testament, is a good example of 
God overruling the evil intent and actions of his brothers 
for good. Joseph said to his brothers: “But as for you, ye 
thought evil against me; But God meant it unto good, to 
bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive” 
(Gen. 50:20). The psalmist said, “He (God) sent a man 
before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant” 
(Ps. 105:17). This example of Joseph is a good commen-
tary on Romans 8:28: “And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
called according to his purpose.” This verse does not mean 
that everything that happens to a Christian is good within 
itself, but that God, through his providence, can ultimately 
overrule even the bad for our good. He did this for Joseph. 
Why deny he can do it for us?

Let us look at scriptural proof of divine provi dence: God 
makes the sun to rise and sends the rain and fruitful seasons 
(Matt 5:45; Acts 14:17); in God we live and move and have 
our being (Acts 17:28); God gives rain, makes the grass 
to grow and feeds the beasts and ravens (Ps. 147:8 9); God 
knows when a sparrow falls to the ground (Matt. 10:29; 
Luke 12:6); God knows every hair on our heads (Luke 
12:7); God’s eyes are over the righteous and his ears are 
open to their prayers (1 Pet. 3:12); God rules in the affairs 
of nations: “the most High ruleth in the kingdoms of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever he will” (Dan. 4:25); John 
said that Christ was “the prince of the kings of the earth” 
(Rev. 1:5); Paul said, “For there is no power but of God; 
the powers that be are ordained of God” (Rom. 13:1). 
These verses should prove to any honest man that God is 
providentially working in the world today.

It is upon the belief in God’s providence that prayer is 
founded. We pray because we believe that God will hear 
our prayers and that he has the power to grant our petitions 
through his providence. He does not answer our prayers 
with miracles, but through his providence —  working 
through his established laws and ordi nary channels. We 
pray for doors to be opened through which we can enter to 
preach the gos pel (Col. 4:3; 1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12), and 
God opens these doors through his providence in answer 
to our prayers. We pray for our daily food (Matt. 6:11); we 
labor with our hands (Eph. 4:28), and God will provide 
our needs through his providence. We pray for the sick 
(Jas. 5:14- 18) , and God heals the sick, providentially. We 
pray that we may not be led into temptation and for God to 
deliver us from temptation (Matt. 6:13; 1 Cor. 10:13; Matt. 
26:41), and God, through his providence, will make a way 
of escape in answer to our prayer; but we must use the way 
of escape. God will not deliver a man from temptation un-
less that man wills him to do so. We, as God’s people, need 
to have faith that the Lord is at hand, not afar off (Phil. 4:5, 
6; Jer. 23:23-24), and that we in everything can make our 
requests known to God and he will provi dentially answer 
our prayers (1 John 5:14-15).

Jesus gives proof of divine providence to the Christian 
in Matthew 6:24-34. In verse 25 of this chapter he tells us 
to take no thought (or be not anxious) for our lives, about 
what we will eat, drink, or put on. He tells us that God, 
who gave us our lives and our bodies, will give us food and 
raiment. Jesus is not teaching laziness here; we are to work, 
doing our best (Eph. 4:28), then leave the rest to God. In 
verse 26 Jesus tells us to “behold the fowls of the air,” that 
God feeds them; we are of much more value than fowls, 
so God will feed and take care of us. In verse 7 Jesus says 
that worry will not add one cubit to our stature, so to worry 
about what we are going to eat, drink, or wear is needless 
because God will provide it through his providence. In 
verses 28- 30 he shows how foolish it is to worry about 
raiment; if God clothes the lilies of the field he will most 
assuredly clothe us. In verses 31 and 32 he tells us that God 
knows we have need of food, drink, and clothing; so we 
are not to worry about them like the Gentiles do because 
we know that God will supply them. Jesus then gives the 
Christian the proper course to pursue in verse 33: “But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness” 
and God, through his providence, will supply our temporal 
needs. He said, “Take therefore no thought for the morrow” 
(v. 34), because God will providentially care for us.

Conclusion
Friend, if we are Christians, faith in God’s providential 

care will take the worry out of our lives. Those who walk 
by faith take God at his word, and sincerely believe that the 
things he has promised he is able to perform (Rom. 4:21). 
Do you believe that God works through his providence 
today? Too many Christians have “little faith” (Matt. 6:30) 
in God’s provi dential care. We all need more faith that his 
eyes are over the righteous, and his ears are open to their 
prayers (1 Pet. 3:12); that he is near (Phil. 4:5), and that 
we can cast our cares upon him for he does care for us (1 
Pet. 5:7).

Archaeology and Bible 
History

by Joseph P. Free and Howard F. Vos
Dr. Vos, one of Free’s former students, has  

revised and updated Free’s original work. Paper.
 

Price — $19.99

From Great Plainness of Speech, River Bend Church of Christ, 
Florence, Alabama
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ness of denominations to accept certain lessons you may 
preach is an indication of their “closeness to the truth.” That 
acceptance is based on the fact that the particular lesson 
may be something with which they agree. For example, I 
could go to a Baptist Church and preach a lesson showing 
from the Scriptures that baptism is an immersion and every 
word I say be true and be accepted by them but that would 
not mean they were “close to the truth” on what the Bible 
teaches concerning baptism. They still deny the truth on 
baptism and its purpose.

We need to realize that when we seem to be closer to 
the denominations than we used to be it is not due to the 
denominations coming closer to the truth; it is due to our 
leaving the truth. It is a shame when men are criticized and 
misrepresented when they make an appeal to get back to 
preaching that will convict men and women of their sins 
and teach them what they must do to be saved. This kind 
of preaching will not be accepted by the denominations 
but it will be pleasing to God and that is what is of real 
importance.

1212 Melanie Ct., Lawrenceburg, Kentucky 40342-1724

Distinctive Preaching
James Hahn

For some time I, and others, have expressed concern 
about the kind of preaching that is being done in many 
places today. In expressing this concern I have frequently 
said that much of the preaching that is being done today 
could be done in any denominational church without any 
change and it would be accepted.

Some have interpreted this concern as saying that our 
“difference from denominations” is the measuring stick for 
our preaching. No one that I know who has expressed this 
concern over the lack of distinctive preaching has suggested 
that this is the measuring stick for our preaching nor have 
they lamented over the lack of “church of Christ” doctrine 
in the preaching being done. In fact, the men I have heard 
expressing concern over the kind of preaching being done 
have been the ones who have spoken out against the de-
nominational concept of the church and are the ones who 
emphasize the distinctive message of God’s word. They are 
the ones insisting that the word of God is the only standard 
of authority and that we must respect that authority. When 
this kind of preaching is done on a regular basis you will be 
teaching men and women what they must do to be saved; 
that Christ is the way and that he is the Savior of the church 
(Acts 2:38; John 14:6; Eph. 5:25). We are not talking about 
lessons from time to time that may deal with some Bible 
character or lessons from his life. We are talking about a 
compromising spirit on the part of far too many who will 
not preach what the word of God teaches on the plan of 
salvation, the church, the work of the church, the worship 
of the church, the organization of the church, or the truth 
on many other moral and doctrinal issues.

I am ready to affirm that when we preach the gospel in 
its purity and completeness that teaching will not be ac-
cepted by denominationalists, not because we have sought 
to “offend the denominations,” but because it is the truth. 
Brethren, don’t be deceived into thinking that the willing-

. . . much of the preaching that is being done today could be done in any 
denominational church without any change and it would be accepted.

Words Fitly Spoken
by James W. Adams

A collection of short, pithy essays written in a pro-
vocative style to capture and hold attention.

 
Price — $6.95



 Truth Magazine — November 4, 1999(646) 6

“Render therefore to all their dues . . . honour to whom honour” (Rom. 13:7).
“. . . he being dead yet speaketh” (Heb. 11:4).

James Rogers Cope, A Man For  
All Seasons, Has Crossed Over

James P. Needham
Our beloved and highly esteemed James Rogers Cope changed worlds on June 18, 1999. It is like the passing of an 

era. He was my beloved brother in Christ, and a true friend 
of many years. I first met Jim and Georgia Deane when I 
entered Freed-Hardeman College where he was teaching 
in the fall of 1948. Harold Trimble married a girl from 
my home congregation, and he and Frances had attended 
Freed-Hardeman under brother Cope. He was preaching for 
the Bemis church near Freed-Hardeman. Harold preached 
many times at my home congregation, and he took me 
under his wing and introduced me to James Cope. He ad-
vised me to take as many classes as possible under brother 
Cope. However, my studying under him was limited to one 
year, for at the end of my first year, he became president of 
Florida Christian College (Fall 1948). But, I profited greatly 
from his teaching in the classes I had with him. Several 
Freed-Hardeman students transferred to Florida Christian 
College with brother Cope. He asked me to come with him, 
but I had commitments that prevented it.

Through the years, however, our paths crossed and we 
developed a friendship that endured and grew stronger 
with the passing of time. We worked together in gospel 
meetings, and he was greatly responsible for my moving 
to work with the 9th Avenue church in St. Petersburg. At 
that time he was preaching for the Diston Ave. church in 
St. Petersburg. This afforded many opportunities for us 
to work together and deepen our friendship. He, some of 
the members at Diston, and I became fishing partners. Jim 
loved to fish, and we had some very fruitful and fun trips 
out on the Gulf of Mexico. Often when the pressure of his 
work became intense and he needed to get away, he would 
knock on our door with a paper sack in his hand containing 
his pajamas. When I would open the door, he would say, 
“I have come to spend the night and go fishing.”

Jim was an outstanding teacher. Very informal, yet a 
deep thinker. He had a wonderful mind. His classes were 

open, and students were urged to participate. Students were 
impressed with his humble spirit; never reluctant to say “I 
don’t know,” and always ready to change his mind if found 
to be mistaken. He challenged his students to think for 
themselves, and not just accept without further investiga-
tion what they had always been taught. His textual study 
classes were unique. Sometimes we would spend days on a 
single verse. It would be explored from every angle. There 
were usually one or two in the class whose knowledge was 
much less than they thought it was. Brother Cope enjoyed 
toying with such, not to embarrass them, but to prod them 
to do more study and to think for themselves. It was really 
a tragedy when pressing administrative responsibilities 
took brother Cope out of the classroom. Many young minds 
were thus deprived of the influence of one of the ablest 
teachers I ever had.

Jim Cope was a handsome young man when I first met 
him, and a very popular teacher. He had recently married 
Georgia Deane Combs, a beautiful young Texan, and Con-
nie, their first child, was born while he was teaching at 
Freed-Hardeman. Jim was not only a popular teacher, but 
he was the preacher for the College church which met in 
the college auditorium. He was an excellent preacher, and 
the auditorium was always filled to capacity. Brother L.L. 
Briggance, a long-time teacher at Freed-Hardeman and 
a grammarian of the highest order, once said, “Jim Cope 
has one of the best commands of the English language of 
anyone I have known.” Coming from L.L. Briggance, that 
was, indeed, a high complement especially in light of the 
fact that he had been associated for so many years with N.B. 
Hardeman who was known as “the prince of preachers.” 
Jim was well-known for his “long-winded” sermons. He 
dealt thoroughly with any subject he undertook.

While Jim was the president of Florida College and 
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an outstanding classroom teacher, he never ceased being 
a gospel preacher. He was dedicated to the preaching of 
the Word. He preached for many of the churches in the 
Tampa area and held gospel meetings all over the country. 
He preached quite a bit even after his short-term memory 
began to fail. He said, “I can still preach but I have to use 
copious notes and stay close to them.” I heard him preach 
for the last time in 1994. I was working with the Palm River 
church in Tampa, and he was attending there. We asked him 
to preach. It was a good lesson.

Jim was a very effective speaker. He could move one to 
tears one minute and laughter the next. He was a tender-
hearted man. He often wept while speaking of things that 
touched his emotion. While teaching at Florida College and 
being closely associated with him, I wrote him a lengthy 
letter telling of my high esteem for him and how he had 
influenced my life for good. I mentioned the tremendous 
contribution he had made to the cause of Christ, and that 
Florida College had “James R. Cope” written all over it. I 
never realized how this letter would touch his emotion. He 
mentioned it over and over, and said he frequently read it 
and wept. It was something he needed to hear at that stage 
in his life, and I am so thankful that I wrote it. It brought 
some joy to his life when he needed it most.

Brother Briggance’s evaluation of his command of the 
English language was manifested vividly in Jim’s writings. 
He was a prolific writer, a genuine word smith. He authored 
several tracts and booklets which received wide circula-
tion. Brother Cope and others at Florida College began 
the Preceptor periodical in November of 1951. It carried 
many of Jim Cope’s well-written articles. It became a very 
popular periodical, and was instrumental in clarifying many 
of the issues of the day. Brother Cope did much of his best 
writing in that magazine.

While I lived in St. Petersburg, Jim and I had oppor-
tunities to engage in many Bible studies. Members of the 
Diston church would sometimes have the Copes and the 
Needhams for dinner for a social occasion, but mainly to 
hear our studies of Bible subjects. We would sometimes 
continue until midnight. These were both enjoyable and 
profitable.

Jim had many “loves” in his life. He had an intense love 
for the Lord, his family, Florida College, education, and 
young people. He labored hard and long for the college. 
He struggled through the years with its financial problems 
which are quite common to all private schools. Because 
the school refused to accept money from churches, he and 
the college became the lightning rod for a liberal effort 
to arrest the college from his control. There were many 
battles, and at times it looked like the school would be lost 
to the liberals, but through Jim’s hard work, wise ways, 
and the help of many brethren it was saved and became 
the only college operated by brethren that neither solicited 

nor accepted subsidies from churches. Whatever good the 
school has accomplished stands largely as a monument to 
the life and labors of James R. Cope. Harry Pickup, Sr. 
worked for the college in public relations for many years. 
He once said, “James Cope is the most able administrator 
I ever knew.”

Following Jim’s retirement in 1982, his short-term 
memory began to deteriorate. It seemed to escalate fol-
lowing the death of his beloved Georgia Deane. During 
that time I taught at the college and saw Jim almost every 
day at chapel. We spent a good deal of time reminiscing 
of “the old days.” His long-terrn memory remained well 
intact, and we talked of our days at Freed  Hardeman, of 
L.L Briggance, and other members of the faculty. We 
talked of N.B. Hardeman and Foy E. Wallace, Jr. and the 
major battle they waged over church subsidies to schools 
and other human institutions, and how this initiated the 
lengthy debate over benevolent societies, congregational 
cooperation, and other issues that led to a major division 
in the brotherhood.

Jim Cope was a country boy who did exceptionally 
well. He was raised on a farm, and wore his heritage well. 
I once heard him tell a young man, “Don’t ever rise above 
your raising. “That is, don’t ever feel ashamed of where 
you came from. Keep the basic values you were taught by 
your parents.” While keeping his country roots, Jim could 
mix with the humble and with men of distinction. He often 
did. When Roy Acuff ran for governor of Tennessee, Jim 
was chosen to introduce him on the steps of the court house 
in Henderson, Tennessee.

Jim’s loss of short-term memory was thought to be the 
onset of Alzheimer’s disease, and sure enough it was. His 
last days were spent in the Clare Bridge nursing home in 
Tampa with little or no knowledge of his past, or the people 
he had known. But Jim never forgot his interest in the souls 
of men, for even after he entered the nursing home, he held 
Bible classes with some of his fellow patients.

In the course of our earthly sojourn we meet many people 
who influence our lives — some for good and some not so 
good. Most of us can list five or ten persons who influenced 
us for good far above everyone else we chance to meet. 
Among those who have had a life-lasting positive effect on 
my life, I would have to put Jim Cope somewhere close to 
the top. Jim Cope left vivid and well defined footprints on 
the sands of time. The memory of his work and the imprint 
of his life will endure for generations to come. His influence 
will live on in the lives of the thousands he touched. May 
God bless his memory and his family in such a great loss. 
We hope to meet again.

1600 Oneco Ave., Winter Park, Florida 32799-1639



 Truth Magazine — November 4, 1999(648) 8

of the seventh month. The Passover 
was celebrated on the 14th day of the 
first month. The Feast of Unleavened 
Bread began on the 15th day of the 
same month. The Feast of Purim was 
celebrated on the 14th and 15th days 
of Adar. The Feast of Tabernacles was 
observed on the 15th day of the sev-
enth month. The Feast of Weeks was 
celebrated early in the third month 
on the 50th day after the offering of 
the barley sheaf at the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread. They celebrated the 
new moon. They also observed the 
Sabbatical year. They celebrated the 
Jubilee every 50th year after seven 
cycles of seven years, when specific 
instructions about property and slav-
ery took effect. In view of these many 
examples, it is absurd to allege that 
the Jews had no logical, rational, or 
sensible understanding of time!

When Is A Day Not A Day?
Could the Jews tell time? The same 

Moses who wrote the first 11 chapters 
of Genesis also wrote binding regula-
tions regarding days, months, seasons 
and years. How can we say that all 
the time references in Genesis 1-11 
are somehow different than those 
found in the rest of the Pentateuch? 
Those who argue for an old earth 
must contend that the seven days of 
creation are something other than 
seven literal, successive twenty-four 
hour days. But if their position is true, 
at what point did Moses switch gears 
from a symbolic to a literal usage of 
the term?

Age of the Earth:  
Are There Biblical Parameters?

Mark Mayberry

Introduction
Those who would attempt to har-

monize the Bible and the theory of 
modern evolution must fit 15 bil-
lion years into the book of Genesis. 
They also must stretch the Genesis 
genealogies to accommodate an old 
earth demanded by evolutionists. 
Proponents of this viewpoint would 
argue that the mid-eastern concept 
of time is vastly different from our 
western mindset. Yet, it is false to say 
the Jews had no rational concept of 
time. People in Biblical times were 
at least as intelligent as modern man, 
and therefore, had the ability to com-
prehend time in a meaningful way. 
From the beginning, man has been 
governed by time. God said, “Let 
there be lights in the expanse of the 
heavens to separate the day from the 
night, and let them be for signs and 
for seasons and for days and years” 
(Gen. 1:14). Therefore, as we reflect 
upon the issue of the age of the earth, 
let us examine various Scriptures that 
clearly indicate that the Jews could 
tell time. 

What About All Those Special 
Days, Weeks, Months & Years?
Could the Jews tell time? The 

Mosaic law contains numerous and 
specific time references. The Israelites 
were commanded to “remember the 
Sabbath day and keep it holy.” They 
observed monthly and yearly feasts 
at specific times. The day of Atone-
ment was celebrated on the 10th day 

Could the Jews  
tell time? The  
same Moses  

who wrote the first 11 
chapters of Genesis  
also wrote binding  
regulations regarding 
days, months, seasons 
and years. How can  
we say that all the time 
references in Genesis  
1-11 are somehow  
different than those 
found in the rest of the 
Pentateuch?
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It is manifestly evident that Moses 
understood that God created the world 
in six literal, successive twenty-four 
hour days (Exod. 20:8-11; 31:14-17). 
This position is bolstered by Moses’ 
use of the phrase “the evening and the 
morning were the first . . . second . . . 
third . . . fourth . . . fifth . . . and sixth 
day” (Gen. 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31). 

What About the Chronologies  
of the Hebrew Kings?

Could the Jews tell time? Some 
might try to defend a loose under-
standing of time by saying, “What 
about the chronologies of the Hebrew 
kings?” Admittedly, the Jews had a 
somewhat different way of reckoning 
chronologies than we do. However, 
there was method to their madness. 
Furthermore, the oriental and occiden-
tal approaches toward time are not so 
alien to one another that cross-cultural 
understanding is impossible. 

While they appear confusing at 
first, it is possible, with careful study, 
for us to harmonize the books of 
Kings and Chronicles. One key to 
arranging a consistent chronology of 
the Hebrew kings is to realize that a 
part of a year was often counted as a 
whole year. We also must factor in 
the practice of co-regencies. A king 
would often begin his reign while his 
predecessor was still alive, governing 
with him for several years before he 
died. For more information on this 
subject, see E.R. Thieles A Chro-
nology of the Hebrew Kings (1977) 
and The Mysterious Numbers of the 
Hebrew Kings (1983). In summary, 
please consider the statement found in 
Nelsons Illustrated Bible Dictionary: 
“But even after recognizing all these 
dating problems, the Bible student 
can rest assured that the ancient Near 
Eastern scribes worked with great care 
and precision in passing on the Old 
Testament. They furnish the patient 
modern interpreter with information 
needed to gain a reliable picture of 
Old Testament history.”1 

What About “The Sign of Jonah”?
Could the Jews tell time? Some 

might argue, “The sign of Jonah 
proves that the Jews had a different 
way of looking at time than do we.” 
Well, “Yes” and “No.” Jesus said, “For 
just as Jonah was three 
days and three nights 
in the belly of the sea 
monster, so will the 
Son of Man be three 
days and three nights 
in the heart of the 
earth” (Matt. 12:40). 
How long was Jesus 
in the tomb? Was it 72 
hours or some lesser 
period of time? 

Our Lord hung on the cross from 
the sixth hour to the ninth hour, i.e., 
from 12 to 3 p.m. (Matt. 27:45; Mark 
15:33; Luke 23:44; John 19:14-18). 
Shortly thereafter, Jesus breathed his 
last, and yielded up his spirit. Then 
his lifeless body was removed from 
the cross and hastily buried, because 
the beginning of the Sabbath drew 
near (Mark 15:42; Luke 23:54; John 
19:31).

According to Jewish reckoning, the 
old day ended and a new day began 
at sunset, or 6 p.m. At the most, Jesus 
was in the tomb only 2-3 hours on 
Friday. His body lay entombed a full 
24 hours on Saturday, and no more 
than 11-12 hours on Sunday. There-
fore, he could have been in the grave 
a maximum of 39 total hours. Yet, this 
is consistent with the Lord’s statement 
regarding the sign of Jonah. Part of a 
day was reckoned as a whole day by 
the Hebrews. Jesus was in the tomb on 
part of Friday, all of Saturday and part 
of Sunday. Therefore, according to 
Jewish reckoning, he was in the tomb 
“three days and three nights.”

While Jesus was not in the tomb for 
72 hours, he was in the tomb for ap-
proximately three days. There is some 
looseness in the phrase “three days 
and three nights,” but not unlimited 
elasticity. We are not at liberty to say 
he was in the tomb for three weeks, 
three months, three years, or three 
millennia! While I don’t believe that 

it is truly significant, a rhetorical point 
could be made that the phrase “three 
days and three nights” refers to a 
shorter time-frame than what is actu-

ally specified! Thus the sign of Jonah 
gives no comfort to those who would 
lengthen the days of Genesis Chapter 
One into geologic ages!

What About Those Biblical Gene-
alogies?

Could the Jews tell time? In dis-
cussing the genealogical family lines 
of Genesis 4-5, 10, etc. we must 
acknowledge that the word “beget” 
does not necessarily refer to a direct 
father/son relationship. It can and 
perhaps often does mean “descen-
dant of.” I agree there could be some 
generational gaps in the lineage. Yet, 
how many could there be? There must 
be some outer limit on the number of 
generations that were skipped, lest the 
entire genealogical concept become 
meaningless!

In tracing the genealogy of Christ 
through Joseph, Matthew lists 40 
individuals from Abraham to Jesus 
(Matt. 1:1-17). In tracing the geneal-
ogy of Christ through Mary, Luke lists 
75 individuals from Adam to Jesus. 
According to Luke, Abraham is 55 
generations removed from Jesus, and 
Adam is another 20 generations re-
moved from our Savior. In tracing the 
genealogy of Adam, Moses lists nine 
generations from Adam to Noah (Gen. 
5:1-32). Jude acknowledges this chro-
nology by speaking of Enoch as “the 
seventh from Adam” (Jude 1:14).

Was Enoch seven generations re-
moved from Adam? Was he seventy 

How Many Hours Did Jesus Spend in the 
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generations removed? Was he seven hundred generations 
removed? Was he seven thousand generations removed? 
The answer we give to such a question is significant!

Bishop Usher added up the genealogical lists in the Bible 
and concluded that Adam and Eve lived approximately 
4,000 years before Christ. He made no allowance for any 
generational gaps in the lineages. My question is this: how 
many gaps could we allow before the whole concept of 
genealogy is lost? 

If we allow an average of 100 years per generation, it 
would take 40 generations to go from Adam to Jesus. In 
fact, an average of 100 years per generation is too high, 
because we know that Luke includes 75 generations 
from Adam to Jesus. If we divide Usher’s 4,000 years by 
Luke’s 75 generations, we get an average of 53 years per 
generation. Nevertheless, for our purposes let’s stick with 
an average of 100 years per generation because (1) it is 
generous and (2) it is easy to compute.

Current evolutionary thought allows a million or so 
years for human evolution. If you are trying to make room 
for 1,000,000 years since the evolutionist say man first ap-
peared, you are now discussing 10,000 generations. If you 
say man has been around for 500,000 years, you are dis-
cussing 5,000 generations. If you say man has been around 
for 250,000 years, it would have taken 2,500 generations 
from Adam to Jesus. If you say man has been around for a 
mere 100,000 years, you are still assuming approximately 
1,000 generations from Adam to Jesus. 

For the sake of argument, let’s be conservative and say 
that man has been on the earth for 100,000 years. Luke says 
there were 75 generations from Jesus to Adam. Where are 
you going to stick the extra 925 generations and have the 
Biblical genealogy make any sense at all? A line with that 
many gaps is no line at all!

Using this approach to genealogy, all of us could claim 
to be the direct descendants of George Washington (even 
though he had no children)! That which proves too much 
proves too little. If you tried to gain admission to the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution based on such sketchy 
data, they would laugh you out of the room!

How does the Doctrine of Progressive Creation among 
non-institutional brethren, handle biblical genealogies? 
Here is an example: In a handout entitled Genealogy and 
Chronology, written by Hill Roberts and revised in 1994, 
he affirms that there is no question as to the date when 
Abraham lived: “By starting from events in the Bible which 
can be correlated to events which are well dated in secular 
history, historians are able to date the life of Abraham to 
within about a hundred years either side of 1900 BC.”2 
Nevertheless, brother Roberts goes on to say that we can-

not accurately date such events as the construction of the 
tower of Babel, the flood, Cain and Abel, the fall of man, 
or the creation.3 

How much time elapsed from Adam to Abraham? Bishop 
Usher, making no allowance for any generational gaps in 
the lineages, calculated that 2,000 years elapsed between 
Adam and Abraham. According to the Bible, twenty gen-
erations are under dispute. In the aforementioned handout, 
brother Roberts correctly points out that sometimes several 
generations are skipped in Biblical genealogical listings. 
In at least one instance, brother Roberts argues that a 
father/son generation is actually separated by 400 years.4 
Okay, how much time can one reasonable insert into these 
20 generations? For the sake of argumentation, lets say 
that each of the 20 generations from Adam to Abraham is 
separated by 400 years. According to this timetable, 8,000 
years would have elapsed from Adam to Abraham (20 x 
400 = 8,000). Brother Roberts does not dispute the biblical 
dating from Abraham forward. He accepts that Abraham 
lived approximately 2,000 years before Christ, and that we 
live 2,000 years after Christ. Therefore, according to this 
method of calculation, Adam was created about 12,000 
years ago (8,000 + 2,000 + 2000 = 12,000). Therefore, even 
if we grant that the first 20 generations of Bible history 
each cover over 400 years, this still does not help brother 
Roberts. Having bought into the standard evolutionary 
timetable, brother Roberts needs to make that 2,000 years 
become 100,000 to 250,000 years. Obviously, he has a 
problem. And we are not even touching the extra 4.5 billion 
years he has to get into the six days of creation.

What About “One Day Equals A Thousand Years”?
Could the Jews tell time? When we attended a Lord I 

Believe Seminar several years ago, one of the most disturb-
ing things we encountered was the instruction that our 4th 
grade son received. Our son’s teacher said we cannot know 
how long the days of creation actually were because Peter 
said, “with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years like one day” (2 Pet. 3:8). This is an 
egregious misapplication of Scripture. These words have 
nothing to do with the chronological measurement of time; 
rather they describe the nature of God. Peter is not saying 
that there is some special time zone called “God Standard 
Time” where one God-day equals 1,000 human years. 
Rather, the inspired apostle is saying God is not limited by 
time and space. In contrast, man is a creature governed by 
time (Gen. 1:14). Therefore, the time references in Scripture 
are significant to man. 

Conclusion
If the Jews were culturally and ethnically incapable of 

a precise understanding of time, the man who picked up 
sticks on the Sabbath should have been declared innocent 
by reason of incompetency. Yet, he was held accountable 
for trespassing a clear and understandable law relating to 
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one’s conduct on the seventh day (Num. 15:32-36). Time 
mattered!

If the Jews were not interested in time in any traditional 
sense, why were they in such a hurry to remove Jesus and 
the two thieves from the hill of Calvary (John 19:31)? If 
they truly held such a loose view of time, “Why didn’t 
they say, “What’s the rush? Who cares if the bodies remain 
on the cross after sundown?” No, as much as the Lord’s 
enemies had enjoyed seeing him hang on the cross, they 
decided to “call it a day” because the Sabbath drew near. 
Obviously they were not watching the second hand tick 
away on their wristwatches, but they were watching the 
sun set in the west. Time mattered!

There is absolutely no basis in saying that the Jews could 
not tell time. They had a very clear understanding of times 
and seasons, days and years. The only reason one would 
argue otherwise is to accommodate the proclamations of 
science regarding the alleged old age of the earth. Yet, 
as one considers the Sacred Text, it is apparent that the 
most straightforward understanding of the Genesis record 

indicates that God created the heaven and earth in six lit-
eral, successive twenty-four hour days. Furthermore, the 
Scriptures point to a recent creation, not one that occurred 
billions and billions of years ago. Therefore, on this issue 
and all others, I am content to speak where the Bible speaks 
and remain silent where the Bible is silent.

It is not unusual for God to be charged falsely. He is 
blamed for almost every evil thing that happens in this 
world. The lost would surely like to blame him for their 
damnation, for this would relieve them of responsibility 
for their fate. Those who think in this way cite the above 
passage as proof of their position. Does this passage make 
God responsible for those who are lost? 

MacKnight (Apostolical Epistles, 430) gives this literal 
translation of the text: “And for this cause, God will send 
to them the strong-working of error, to their believing a 
lie.” He then gives this paraphrase of the passage: “And for 
this cause, God, as a punishment of their wickedness, will 

Footnotes
1 Nelsons Illustrated Bible Dictionary, ed. Herbert Lockyer, 

Sr. (Seattle, WA: BibleSoft & Nashville: TN: Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, 1986), s.v. “Chronology, Old Testament.”

2 Hill Roberts, Genealogy and Chronology, Handout written 
by Hill Roberts, revised 1994, Paragraph 1, First Sentence.

3 Hill Roberts, Genealogy and Chronology, Handout written 
by Hill Roberts, revised 1994, Paragraph 2, First Sentence.

4 Hill Roberts, Genealogy and Chronology, Handout written 
by Hill Roberts, revised 1994, Sub-point: The Nature of Hebrew 
Genealogies, Paragraph 4, Last Sentence.

Strong Delusion
Lewis Willis

The apostle Paul, writing to the church of the Thessalo-
nians, spoke of iniquity which was working in their midst. 
He said it was “the working of Satan” as he exercised his 
power to deceive. He stated the cause of the catastrophe 
which would befall them when strong delusion came. Note 
what he said:

1305 Bayou Dr., Alvin, Texas 77511

And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them 
that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send 
them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thess. 2:10-12).

Most do not know what should be done in religion so as to be saved  
eternally. They listen to just about anything, except God’s word! 
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permit the inworking of error in the minds of these false 
teachers, to lead them to believe a lie the most monstrous 
and pernicious that ever was invented.” He comments, “The 
verbs denoting action, are used to express, not the doing, 
but the permitting of that action . . . From this we learn, 
that, as a punishment of their sins, God suffers wicked men 
to fall into greater sins  . . . by suffering them to fall into 
the belief of the greatest errors and lies.” 

Albert Barnes (Barnes Notes, 2 Thess., 90-91), wrote 
on this passage, 

The original reason then of their embracing and adhering 
to the system was not an arbitrary decree on the part of 
God, but that they did not love the truth. Hence, he gave 
them up to this system of error. If a man strongly prefers 
error to truth, and sin to holiness, it is not wrong to allow 
him freely to evince his own preference . . . It is not neces-
sary here to suppose that there was any positive influence 
on the part of God in causing this delusion to come upon 
them, but all the force of the language will be met . . . by 
supposing that God withdrew all restraint, and suffered 
men simply to show that they did not love the truth. 
Barnes continues, 

This does not affirm that God wished them to believe a 
lie . . . nor that He exerted any direct agency to cause 
them to believe a lie. It means merely that He left them . 
. . to believe what was false, and what would end in their 
destruction. 

A similar statement appears in Isaiah 66:3-4, signifying 
God’s permitting men to go their destructive ways. 

. . . Yea, they have chosen their own ways, and their soul 
delighteth in their abominations. I also will choose their 

delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because 
when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not 
hear: but they did evil before mine eyes, and chose that in 
which I delighted not.

Paul, writing to the Romans, spoke of the Gentiles who 
refused to glorify God. He said, “Wherefore God also gave 
them up to uncleanness . . . For this cause God gave them 
up unto vile affections . . . God gave them over to a rep-
robate mind” (Rom. 1:21-28). When these people became 
so wicked that they pushed God out of their lives, God 
permitted them to do so.

The Cause of Delusion 
Paul described in our text people who stopped loving 

truth, who did not believe truth, and found pleasure in un-
righteousness. God will not force himself on such people 
as this. He will let them plunge themselves into delusion. 

The Result
Those who do not love truth, but find pleasure in un-

righteousness, will believe a lie. God will permit them to 
turn aside to delusion and to damnation. Vine (290) defines 
the word plane, translated “delusion,” in this way: “A 
wandering, whereby those who are led astray roam hither 
and thither, is always used in the N.T., of mental straying, 
wrong opinion, error in morals or religion.” We are not left 
to wonder if such is possible, for delusion is everywhere 
about us. Human thinking and opinion will always get man 
in trouble. Man cannot direct his steps (Jer. 10:23). A way 
may seem right to him, but death is at the end of that way 
(Prov. 14:12). 

Modern man is wandering hither and thither in the areas 
of morals and religion (as the definition suggests). Most do 
not know what should be done in religion so as to be saved 
eternally. They listen to just about anything, except God’s 
word! Morally, most seem to be traveling without direction, 
heeding every weird idea that comes down the pike. We 
are being told that people no longer know the difference 
between right and wrong. Strong delusion has led them to 
believe a lie, and they will lose their souls because of it. In 
the meantime, error continues to relentlessly drain life and 
goodness from the family, community, and religion.

Each of us should examine his heart, measuring the depth 
of his love for the truth of the gospel. Are we studying it, 
living it, teaching it, defending it — or, are we ignoring it? 
If we are ignoring truth, damnation is at our door, and we 
can only expect to be sentenced to Hell at the Judgment.

491 E. Woodsdale, Akron, Ohio 44301

Walking With Those 
Who Weep

A Guide to Grief Support
by Don and Ron Williams

A useful thirteen-chapter book designed to give 
help to those who have lost loved ones in dealing 
with their losses, as well as providing information 
for Christians as they work with those grieving 
within their own congregation.

 
Price — $7.95
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was ordered with two trays of individual cups.

Then the fateful day arrived! Someone — I suspect one 
of the other elders, came early and set up the communion 
with the two trays of individual drinking cups. What would 
happen?

Shortly before time for the service to begin, the “one 
cupper” with his wife and children came in. It was a cold 
day and in those days no one had a coat room. Coats, hats, 
and mittens were just removed and stacked neatly on the 
bench beside each family. With this large family of three 
or four children, it took some time to remove all the coats 
and get everyone settled. All eyes were on them as the other 
members awaited the outcome. And then it happened! The 
man caught sight of the trays on the communion table. And 
true to his word, after a brief conference with his wife, they 
begin to hurriedly jerk the coats and hats back on and with 
a child under each arm they stormed out of the building 
to never return.

The old elder was bitterly saddened; but the rest of the 
congregation heaved a sigh of relief that an obstacle that 
had been there for years had finally been overcome. The 
individual cups were on the Lord’s table to stay. And so it 
is till this day!

From an Old Preacher’s Journal

Individual Cups on the Table
I’m told the congregation was formed about 1911. It 

was the result of instrumental music being brought into 
the local “Christian Church.” Some of my relatives had 
been charter members. Now several decades later I was 
preaching there two Sundays per month.

I understand that from the beginning, the Lord’s supper 
had been served using two silver plates, a silver pitcher 
and two silver goblets. Since the fruit of the vine started 
out in one silver pitcher, some in the church thought that 
made them “scriptural one cuppers.” Now after many, many 
years some were clamoring for individual drinking cups 
on the Lord’s table.

It was rather interesting to watch as the single goblet was 
passed down each side of the auditorium. Being more mind-
ful of sanitary conditions than their forefathers, as each 
person took the goblet, he or she would turn it just slightly 
before sipping, in a vain attempt to find a clean spot.

More and more the elders were urged to get the indi-
vidual cups. This was an especially tough decision for the 
oldest of the elders. You see, one of his granddaughters 
had married a man with strong convictions that the “one 
cup” was a matter of faith. He had long declared that the 
day individual cups came in, would be the day he and his 
family would leave. Of course the old brother hated to 
think that his decision would cause his granddaughter and 
several great-grandchildren to go elsewhere. But finally, 
at the insistence of the other elders, a new communion set 

What Is The  
Christian Life?

edited by Lewis Willis
This workbook contains 12 
lessons by various authors 

that will benefit a high 
school or adult class.

$4.25

The Life of a  
Christian

by Quentin McCay
The 13 lessons in this work-

book provide a valuable 
study for high school or 

adult classes.
$4.25
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this investigation and study is being done by the parents, 
the boy and the girl do not even see each other. When the 
decision has been finalized by the parents agreeing for the 
son to marry the daughter, the parents of the son will then 
bring him to the girl’s parents’ home to meet the parents 
of his prospective bride. This is the first time the boy and 
girl have any knowledge that they are to become husband 
and wife. Thus, according to Hindu custom and tradition, 
the boy and girl have no choice but to respect the decision 
that has been made for them by their parents. They under-
stand that, just as was the case in the lives of their parents 
and grandparents, they must live together “until death do 
us part.” Under Hindu arrangements divorce, fornication, 
adultery, abortion, and things of this nature were relatively 
unknown. In fact, virginity was highly respected and hon-
ored and both husband and wife, under this arrangement, 
have the highest regard for each other, although neither 
knows God or Jesus Christ or the gospel.

The girl was brought up to understand and came to a 
realization that her husband was all she possessed for the 
rest of her life. She must serve him “till death do us part.” 
This she has inherited from her Hindu culture.

I would now like to present some very interesting facts 
of the Hindu system which regulates the conduct of the 
prospective marriage partners. After the boy and girl have 
seen each other, they are not permitted any association with 
each other until after the marriage. Please note, that this 
rule does not imply a lack of trust, but I know it defeats 
the Devil in his devices to corrupt the prospective marriage 
partners before the marriage. During the waiting period 
before marriage, there is absolutely no love-making. In 
fact we did not know what love-making meant or was all 
about. We were simply following the rules and examples 
of our ancestors and this we understood that once married 
it was for all time and despite the hardships and trials they 

Marriage Arrangements Planned  
by Parents

Harry Persaud

My dear beloved brethren: I am indeed perplexed over 
a most ungodly condition which is very prominent in our 
nation today. For example, the rapid rate of increase in 
divorce, abortion, and premarital sex statistically is alarm-
ing.

We may well ask who or what is responsible for this 
deteriorating condition, which continues to create many 
problems? Is there no cure for these ills and solution to 
these problems? Will you kindly permit me to share with 
you some of my humble experiences while in Hinduism?

Seventy-five years ago I was born a Hindu in George-
town, Guiana, now independent Guyana, South America. 
My ancestors came from India. being brought to George-
town by the British people as immigrants to work in the 
sugar plantations.

At the age of twenty (February 1944), I was married 
to my wife, under the Hindu culture, and in keeping with 
Hindu tradition. My wife was thirteen years of age at the 
time. This beautiful and harmonious marriage has lasted 
for 55 years in which our family has grown to include one 
daughter, three sons and daughters-in-law and five grand-
children. The young age of marriage may be attributed to 
Hindu custom and tradition, the system being characterized 
strictly by parental arrangements and supervision by both 
sets of parents. In the best interests and in consideration of 
the best welfare, parents of both myself and my wife were 
seeking and choosing the wife and husband respectively. 
With this thought in mind, both sets of parents will inves-
tigate and examine thoroughly the background and history 
of each prospective husband and wife; sometimes requiring 
months of periodical meetings together between the parents 
before they finally decide upon the proper partners for mar-
riage. The final decision in this important matter is based 
upon the findings and analysis of the parents. While all of 
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stuck together till the end. Since it was not possible to visit 
or touch your future companion until after marriage, we 
were ignorant of romance — dating, love- making, court-
ing, kissing, etc.

Although Hinduism is idolatry and it may be backwards 
in culture. with the prohibition of the contact between the 
prospective partners, the Devil has a difficult time exer-
cising of his plan. We may not altogether agree with these 
Hindu principles or Hindu culture, but I believe we can see 
the wisdom in some of these principles. In Hinduism, young 
women are taught by their mothers and grandmothers to 
love, respect and serve their husbands till death. During the 
Hindu wedding ceremony, the garment of the bride and the 
garment of the groom are literally tied (joined) together. 
As they walk slowly forward, she follows behind him in 
symbolic recognition of her husband as her guide and leader 
and in humbleness of heart she never feels equal to him. 
This is in great contrast with the attitude of many (some 
Christians) today. Too many wives today have very little, 

if any, regard for their husbands and this in a so-called 
“Christian nation.”

Now what is your estimation of the value of these Hindu 
principles. Please consider, if you will, that young people 
in our day and culture are most fortunate; living in a fully 
developed western civilization and “Christian” influences. 
They have the right or freedom of choice and decision. We 
are characterized by a society which professes to know 
God and his son, Jesus Christ, and yet we are besieged by 
the most degenerate prevailing conditions. The divorce 
rate is alarming, abortion may be had almost at will, and 
pre-marital sex is free on demand. Where are we lacking 
and who is responsible?

I do not recommend that in our culture marriages must be 
arranged by parents without the consent of their children as 
is practiced in Hinduism. But I humbly suggest we get back 
to the Bible, the teachings of Christ will make us better.

The Length Of A Ser-
mon

 
Johnie Edwards

Some are critical of those who preach short sermons! 
I for one, do not believe that a gospel preacher should be 
limited to the length of his sermon. This article takes a look 
at the length of a sermon.

The Length of the New Testament
The New Testament I am using in the writing of this 

article has 248 pages. Not all that long, right? Ever thought 
about all the things the Lord said in 248 pages? His birth, 
earth-life, death, burial, resurrection, ascension are all 
recorded in a short essay. Of course there are other things 
Jesus did which are not written. “But these are written, that 
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life through his name” 
(John 20:30-31). The book of John that I read, has 23 
pages, enough evidence to cause all to believe that Jesus 
is divine.

Few Words
Paul penned, “How that revelation he made known unto 

me the mystery: (as I wrote afore in few words” (Eph. 
3:3). They mystery referred to here is the uncovering or 
revealing of the gospel of Christ, that men might read and 

understand. Paul said what he did in few words! I know 
of nothing that God wanted us to know that Paul left out, 
do you? Because a man speaks few words does not mean 
that he is not bold. Paul said he was “bold” (2 Cor. 11:21). 
Just because a man speaks few words does not mean that 
he does not condemn sin. Read what Paul said of sin in 
Galatians 5:19-21 and 1 Corinthians 6: 9-10. 

Bible Sermons Were Short
All agree that Acts 2:22-36 contains the first gospel 

sermon as recorded on Pentecost. That sermon contains the 
facts, commands and promises of the gospel. This gospel 
sermon saves, Paul said (1 Cor. 15:1-2). Some say, “Well, 
Peter exhorted with many other words.” True, but this was 
after the sermon was preached (Acts 2:40). Folks don’t 
listen very long; that’s just the way it is! One reason some 
sermons get so long is that the preacher repeats every thing 
two, three or maybe four times. Or, a lot of the preaching 
time is used to talk about unrelated sermon matters. In our 
preacher training program, we call that “chasing rabbits.” 
Many preachers lose their audience way before they get 
finished, in that the points of the sermon are not parallel 
and have nothing to do with the sermon topic at hand.

Short Servings
The preaching of a short sermon does not mean that the 

preacher is not interested in the disobedient and that he does 
not preach on needed issues facing the Lord’s people. If a 
man can preach a sermon in a brief time, due to study and 
good organization, he should not be faulted for such.

5 Ebii Ct., South Orange, New Jersey 07079
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“Do Ye Not Hear the Law?”
P.J. Casebolt

“Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not 
hear the law? For it is written . . .” (Gal. 4:21, 22).

The Galatians had already heard the message of Christ 
and him crucified (Gal. 3:1), and Paul marveled that they 
had been “so soon removed . . . unto another gospel,” which 
was not really another gospel, but a perversion of the true 
gospel (Gal. 1:6, 7). Like Israel of old who had left “the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, 
broken cisterns, that can hold no water” (Jer. 2:13), the Ga-
latians had forsaken the law of Christ, the Spirit of Christ, 
and the grace of Christ for bondage under “the weak and 
beggarly elements” of the old law (Gal. 4:9).

When people make a comparison of two completely 
different ideas, and choose the one of lesser value, about 
the only alterna tive we have left is to show them the folly 
of their choice. Paul did this by challenging the Galatians 
to “hear the law” which they had chosen, even a law which 
was inferior to the law of Christ.

For different reasons, many religious people, including 
some in churches of Christ, journey back into the fulfilled, 
abolished law of Moses for sundry religious practices. As 
a general rule, these same people do not even hear what 
that law says about their favorite doctrine or practice. As a 
result, they are left without any authority or encouragement 
in their futile efforts from either the law of Moses or the 
law of Christ. In addition, such advocates are branded by 
both the law of Moses and the law of Christ as workers of 
iniquity,” or lawlessness (1 Sam. 15:22, 23; Matt. 7:23).

There are those who use mechanical instruments of 
music in worship because they like them, not because God 
likes them. Hav ing no authority in the New Testament 
by way of command, approved apostolic example, and 
therefore not even a necessary inference, these “workers of 
iniquity” (lawlessness), return to the “weak and beggarly 
elements” of the Mosaic law in an attempt to justify the 
use of their mechanical instruments of music.

In their journey back to the Old Testament, passing 
efforts may be made to use the Greek term psallo or the 
symbolic lan guage of Revelation to justify mechanical 
music in the worship of the church, but when they are faced 
with the conclusion that every worshipper (not just the 
piano player) has to psallo, and that the symbolic language 
of Revelation will also admit different col ored horses and 
other beasts, birds, thunder and lightning into the worship 
of the church, these defenders of mechanical music gener-
ally end up saying, “David did it.”

“Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law” (of Moses) 
with respect to your mechanical instruments of music in 
worship, “do ye not hear the law?”

The law of Moses specified that certain instruments 
of music be used by specified men among the Levites, at 
specified times (Lev. 23:23-25; Num. 10:1-10; 1 Chron. 
16:4-6, 40-42; 23:3-6, 30-32; 2 Chron. 29:21ff). On many 
of these occasions, burnt offerings and sacrifices and the 
observance of sabbaths and other feasts were also enjoined 
in conjunction with the instruments of music. Also, these 
things were obligatory to the Jews “for an ordinance for 
ev er throughout your generations” (Num. 10:8).

Some of these instruments of music were invented by 
David. God permitted (or suffered) their use as he did 
other practices under the Mosaic dispensation, but all such 
practices ended with the Jewish generations along with 
the law itself (2 Chron. 29:25 -28; Amos 6:1-6; Eph. 2:15; 
Col. 2:14-17). Even while David and others were using 
specified instruments of music at specified times/sea sons, 
by specified Levites (Ps. 81:1-4), David said, “I will praise 
the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with 
thanksgiving. This also will please the Lord better than an 
ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs” (Ps. 69:30, 31). 
God had no pleasure in these “burnt offerings and sacrifices 
for sin,” and the Lord said, “Lo, I come to do thy will, O 
God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the 
second” (Ps. 40:6-8; Heb. 10:5-10).

As Paul said to the Galatians concerning their departure 
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king Ahasuerus. Admittedly, it was dangerous for anyone, 
including the queen, to speak to the king uninvited. He had 
the power of life and death. People normally waited until 
they were called by the king before attempting to discuss 
any matter with him. But this matter was of utmost urgency! 
Esther seemed to be in the best situation of anyone to talk 
to the king about Haman’s plot.

Mordecai said to Esther, “. . . Who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 
Mordecai was thinking that perhaps the very reason Esther 
had been made queen was so God could use her to preserve 
his people from utter destruction (Esth. 4:14).

from Christ back to the “weak and beggarly elements” of 
the law, I say unto the users and defenders of mechanical 
instruments of music in the worship of the church, “Tell 
me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the 
law? For it is written . . .” (Gal. 4:21).

Having heard what “the law” said about instruments of 
music in worship, and having seen that the advocates of that 
practice do not even conform to the law in the use of their 
instruments, let us hear the law on similar subjects, such 
as the Sabbath, polyga my, divorce and remarriage.

The Sabbath pretenders of our day not only return to 
“the law” for justification of Sabbath keeping, but they 
compound their error by dividing asunder the very law 
which they pretend to hon or. Sabbatarians claim that the 
Ten Commandments constitute the law of God, and that 
the statutes/judgments/ordinances which Moses wrote in 
a book constitute the law of Moses; that the law of Moses 
was abolished at the cross, but that the Ten Commandment 
portion (including the Sabbath commandment), remains.

The terms “law of Moses” and “law of the Lord” are 
used in terchangeably in the Scriptures (Luke 2:22-24; 
John 7:19). When Jesus died on the cross, he fulfilled and 
abolished the entire law, not just part of it (2 Cor. 3; Eph. 

2:15; Col. 2:14-17); he took away the first law/covenant, 
including Sabbath observance (Deut. 5:2, 3, 15), “that he 
may establish the second” (Heb. 10:9; 9:15-17). No one 
observes the Sabbath today as it was given, and no one is 
stoned to death for failure to observe the Sabbath. “Tell 
me, ye that desire to be under the law” with respect to in-
strumental music, Sabbath observance, polygamy, divorce 
and remar riage, “and such like” (cf. Gal. 5:21), “do ye not 
hear the law?”

When children of God attempt to justify themselves by 
“the law,” they fall from grace (Gal. 2:21; 3:11; 5:4). And 
let those who reject the law of Christ for the law of Moses, 
then refuse to hear the very law which they claim to honor 
remember this one thing: you will not escape with just the 
penalty of death by stoning for despising “Moses’ law” 
(Heb. 10:28). There is a “much sorer punishment” awaiting 
those who have forsaken the cleansing fountain of the blood 
of Christ and have returned to “broken cisterns” which can 
no longer hold even the blood of animal sacrifices (Heb. 
9:13, 14; 10:29).

72211 Grey Rd., Vinton, Ohio 45686

For Such A Time As This
Irvin Himmel

The ten-tribe kingdom (Israel) had been destroyed by the 
Assyrians and its people taken into exile. The Babylonians 
afterward had defeated the Assyrians, emerging as a world 
power. The two-tribe kingdom (Judah) had been taken cap-
tive following Babylon’s rise to power. Now Babylon had 
lost its dominance and the Persians were ruling.

A lovely Jewish woman known as Esther had become 
the queen through the providence of God. A wicked man 
named Haman had persuaded the king to issue a decree, 
which, if carried out, would result in the extermination of 
the whole Jewish race.

Mordecai, a relative of Esther, urged her to speak to 
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The story of the book of Esther is of absorbing interest. 
It turned out that Esther was in the right place “for such 
a time as this.” She courageously spoke to the king and 
saved her people.

The time in which we live may be one of crisis, oppor-
tunity, challenge, or difficulty. Whatever the case, “for such 
as time as this” (our own day), there are needs to be met.

This is a time when many younger people do not re-
spect elders in the church. For such a time as this, a young 
person can have a good influence on others by setting the 
example of working respectfully and harmoniously with 
the elders. Remember Peter’s exhortation, “Likewise, ye 
younger, submit yourselves unto the elder” (1 Pet. 5:5).

This is a time when women’s rights are being dis-
cussed and championed. For such a time as this, young 
women who are Christians can show their faith in the 
word of God by remaining in subjection to their own hus-
bands (Eph. 5:22; 1 Pet. 3:1) and by complying with the 
restrictions of 1 Timothy 2:12. Older women can teach the 
younger women “to be sober, to love their husbands, to love 
their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, 
obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be 
not blasphemed” (Tit. 2:3-5).

This is a time when many are indifferent to their 
responsibilities as christians. For such a time as this, the 
faithful should renew their efforts to show zeal, enthusi-
asm, and fervor of spirit. “Not slothful in business; fervent 
in spirit; serving the Lord” (Rom. 12:11). Others can be 
admonished and encouraged.

This is a time when certain self-appointed critics are 
downgrading gospel preaching as a “tradition” that 
needs discarding. For such a time as this, we need people 
who will stand flatfooted on such passages as 1 Corinthians 
1:21 and 9:16. Let us say with Paul, “I am ready to preach 
the gospel.”

This is a time when immorality among teenagers has 
become an accepted lifestyle. For such a time as this, a 
teenager who is a Christian needs to keep himself pure. 
“Everybody is doing it” does not justify wrong. Paul urged 
the young preacher Timothy to “keep thyself pure” (1 Tim. 
5:22). There are some teenagers who have committed them-
selves to moral purity and are keeping their resolve.

This is a time when material things have become an 
obsession and people are too preoccupied to think about 
their souls. For such a time as this, a truly spiritually-
minded person stands tall like a giant. The Scriptures teach, 
“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth” (Col. 3:1, 2).

This is a time when religion has become a tangled 
network of endless confusion. For such a time as this, the 
New Testament points us to the simplicity of the apostolic 
order of things. Cultism, denominationalism, sectarianism, 
and humanism are perversions. The Word of God shines 
brightly to illuminate one’s pathway.

This is a time when “political correctness” has dis-
torted the thinking of the public mind. For such a time 
as this, God’s people must continue to speak out against 
lying, adultery, fornication, homosexuality, pornography, 
gambling, and all other such evils. Some who know the 
judgment of God against wickedness, not only do wicked 
things, “but have pleasure in them that do them” (Rom. 
1:32).

This is a time of competition, tension, and hurrying 
to and fro. For such a time as this, we need the Good 
Shepherd to calmly lead us beside still waters. Jehovah 
said through the psalmist, “Be still, and know that I am 
God” (Ps. 46:10). Concerning matters beyond our control, 
let us relax and trust in the Lord. The same Master who 
calmed the troubled waters of Galilee can bring serenity 
and tranquillity to our lives. Our anxieties only add to the 
complications. One’s life can be powerful without being 
a raging storm.

2820 Hunterwood Dr., S.E., Decatur, Alabama 35603-5638
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John 1:6-9). This passage demands that we confess our sins, 
and so put them behind us. Making a clean break with sin 
is most important to the process, for otherwise we have not 
met the terms of pardon set by God in his word.

I believe that it is this situation which is described 
by Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians, when he 
wrote:

For I fear, lest by any means, when I come, I should find 
you not such as I would, and should myself be found of you 
such as ye would not; lest by any means there should be 
strife, jealousy, wraths, factions, backbitings, whisperings, 
swellings, tumults; lest again when I come my God should 
humble me before you, and I should mourn for many of 
them that have sinned heretofore, and repented not of the 
uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they 
committed (12:20-21).
 Evidently these church members were guilty of sin 

which they had “swept under the rug,” feeling that because 
they had ceased committing the wrongs, they were therefore 
forgiven by God. Paul’s stern rebuke is clear evidence that 
one cannot merely “forgive himself/herself” by such per-
sonal fiat. This is the same thing as “pronouncing oneself 
forgiven!” More is assuredly required.

Behavior of this kind assumes that sin is against one’s 
own self, whereas the Bible says sin is against God. Sin is 
principally an offence against the nature of our Holy God. 
It does denigrate the human spirit and diminish one’s esti-
mation of himself, but that is not the point of forgiveness. 
Sin insults the holiness of God: “Against thee, thee only, 
have I sinned, And done that which is evil in thy sight; That 
thou mayest be justified when thou speakest, And be clear 
when thou judgest” (Ps. 51:4).

It also assumes that forgiveness takes place in one’s own 
mind, whereas the Bible says forgiveness takes place in the 
mind of God. David begs for God’s pardon, recognizing that 
he (God) is the offended party, and so, the one who must 
forgive: “Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: Wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy 
and gladness, That the bones which thou hast broken may 

Have Sinned . . . And Repented Not
Dan King, Sr.

We cannot assume that the forgiveness of our sins is 
immediate and automatic, just because we enjoy a rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. Many people today behave as 
if this were so. It is worthwhile therefore, to examine this 
important question. 

Forgiveness for the alien sinner results from compliance 
with the will of God: (1) Faith in Christ (Acts 15:9 — 
“cleansing their hearts by faith”); (2) Repentance regarding 
past sins committed (Acts 2:37, 38 — “What must we do? 
Repent . . .”); (3) Confession of faith in Christ (Rom. 10:9, 
10 — “with the mouth confession is made unto salvation”); 
and, (4) Baptism into Christ for remission of sins (Acts 
2:38; 22:16). The consistency of all biblical examples of 
response to the gospel of Christ gives us the definite im-
pression that there is a pattern for acceptance of the grace 
of God by the alien sinner. When those requirements are 
met by the submissive penitent, then God grants forgive-
ness of sins. This is what is sometimes referred to by Bible 
students as the “first law of pardon.” 

In similar fashion, forgiveness of sin for the Christian 
results from compliance with the will of God for him or 
her: (1) Repent of the particular wickedness committed 
(Acts 8:22 — “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness       
. . .”); (2) Prayer for forgiveness (Acts 8:22 — “and pray 
the Lord, if perhaps the thought of thy heart shall be for-
given thee     . . .”). This passage assumes that there exists 
a pattern delivered to us by the apostles for access into the 
forgiveness of sin for the child of God also. Some Bible 
students have called it a “second law of pardon.” 

Consistent with this pattern is John’s discussion of 
“walking in the light” and the momentary failures which 
may occur in our lives: “If we say that we have fellowship 
with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 
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rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, And blot out all mine 
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; And renew 
a right spirit within me” (Ps. 51:7-10). 

A few years ago a major tax case was settled with the 
Internal Revenue Service by a country music star. He 
owed millions to the IRS, and the Tax Service eventually 
settled for significantly less than was actually owed. He 
was forgiven of a rather large sum of money owed to the 
government in the form of taxes, interest, and fines. Note, 
please, that this forgiveness could never have been granted 
to him by his own “blotting it from his mind” or simply 
“forgetting about it.” The terms of repayment and forgive-
ness were set by the IRS. He met the conditions and was 
absolved from payment of the remainder. God does the 
pardoning, and sets the conditions of our pardon, just as 
the IRS did for him!

 
Finally, it assumes that we may set our own pattern of 

pardon, whereas the Bible teaches that God sets the terms 
of pardon and has left us a pattern for receiving forgiveness 

in Scripture. As Paul put it in rebuke of the Corinthians 
for setting their own standards of right, “What, came the 
word of God out from you? Or came it unto you only?” 
(1 Cor. 14:36). We must follow the divine patterns: “So 
then, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which 
ye were taught, whether by word, or by epistle of ours” 
(2 Thess. 2:15).

Sin must be renounced and repented of to be forgiven. 
We ought not to want any unpleasant surprises at the Final 
Judgment. Jesus says there will be some (Matt. 7:21ff). 
Make a clean break with any sinful practice in your life 
now by repenting and confessing it to God if it is of a 
private nature, and to God and your Christian friends if 
it is publicly known. Do not make a small matter of it by 
simply considering it a part of the past, though, for the 
stakes are far too high! When God blots it out his book of 
remembrance, then and only then, may we dismiss it from 
our minds, forget about it, and go on with our lives.  

consider marriage/divorce as a bellwether, with error of 
every kind being found on every front. That which was 
once sacred has been redefined in terms to better suit the 
ear, the audience, or the untrained conscience. A sermon 
today on marriage, from some revisionist preachers, does 
not even sound like a sermon on the same subject from the 
same Scriptures preached thirty or forty years ago.

A common denominator of the revisionist preaching 
today is an individual spokesman who is personally af-
fected or afflicted by the plain truth on a specific subject. 
Matthew 19:9 is suddenly rethought and retaught in the 
light of the son, daughter, brother, sister, or whomever, that 
is disciplined by the plain truth of that Scripture. The fact 
that the plain truth condemns an action causes the truth to 
be redefined in a way so as to soften its effect.

2521 Oak Forest Dr., Antioch, Tennessee 37013

Revisionism — 1999
Sherrel A. Mercer

Revisionism was once a recognized characteristic of 
the propaganda machine of the international Communist 
Party. One only needed to read or hear a few sentences to 
know that the facts of history were changed, twisted, and 
restated to further the peculiar political aim of the Party. It 
was very common to read descriptions of the United States 
as a colonial, imperialist power, bent on gathering any and 
every foreign possession under its flag. Never mind that 
the quest for freedom for the oppressed dictated much of 
American foreign policy the last two hundred years. It was 
also very common for a ruler in Soviet Russia, for example, 
to be so disgraced that his name was removed from streets, 
buildings, and cities, as if he never existed!

The Lord’s church has a fight on its hands now with 
revisionists. The list of subjects is growing; we could 
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The apostle Paul was once chastised by Festus, who 
told Paul, “Much learning doth make thee mad.” (Acts 
26:24) Much learning did not make Paul mad, but it seems 
to make preachers revisionists today. There are those who 
value learning and education so much that any pronounce-
ment from any scholarly source becomes truth, without the 
need for any scrutiny. And if the scholarly pronouncement 
conflicts with the revelation of Scripture, the revisionist 
rewrites the Scripture, instead of demanding the proof of 
the pronouncement.

The biblical account of creation is a good example. 
There is absolutely no reason to doubt that God could and 
did create the world, including man, in six days. There is 
absolutely no reason to require periods of billions of years 
for any thing that is made to have been made. And there 
is absolutely no reason to place blind faith in evolution or 
the big-bang theory, simply because that modern learning 
teaches it dogmatically for the truth. Any time evolution 
has to stand the test of scientific scrutiny by minds that are 
intellectually honest, evolution fails miserably to explain 
the origin of the world we know.

Some Christians want to revise Genesis 1 and 2 to fit 
evolution, and they end up as theistic evolutionists. But 
they can find very little comfort from Scripture for such a 
position. Others simply must have long periods of time for 
God to do his creative work. Such a requirement destroys 
the step-by-step relationships defined from day one to day 
six of the creation week. It simply limits God. Others try 
to find a fit by saying that the living part of this world was 
an instantaneous product of divine creation, after several 
eons of time had transpired with nothing alive — plant 
or animal — occupying the earth. This position claims 
“inorganic evolution” as dogma, and allows God a last-
minute presence. Somehow, I cannot relegate God to a 
last-minute bit part.

I am saddened greatly by the posture taken by informed 
Bible teachers when confronted with the modern-day 
scientific learning of their children. If the parent is not to 
be considered hopelessly out of touch with current ideas, 
or if the parent does not want to be relegated to less than 
usefulness by the children, the parent becomes a revision-

ist and begins to teach something other than Genesis 
1 and 2 as the authoritative answer to the origin of 
the world.

One of the preachers we supported has become a 
revisionist about creation. Whatever the reason, he is 
not teaching what he taught before, and he is not teach-
ing the simple truth of Genesis. He no longer sounds 
the clear teaching of creation in six twenty-four hour 
days. Please do not misunderstand me: a revisionist 
can be taught, and he can be returned to the simplicity 
of the scripture. Much effort has been made to try to 

right his ship. But it is often difficult to restore such a one, 
especially if (1) he begins to blame others for his obvious 
doctrinal predicaments, (2) he begins to attack the messen-
gers of truth, and (3) begins to defend himself or his own 
position instead of defending the truth. Having determined 
to our own satisfaction that the mentioned preacher had 
fallen into all three of these weaknesses, we elders had no 
choice but to suspend our support for that preacher.

Our position as elders has always been to support 
preaching, not preachers. There is a great difference. Our 
responsibility, locally or afar with the men we support, is to 
know the individual well enough to know if we are support-
ing truth or supporting a man. If we are simply supporting 
a man, we have missed the point of the scriptural pattern.

We strongly believe that godly men everywhere, serving 
as elders, need to reinforce their responsibilities toward the 
defense of truth. After all, the church is the pillar and ground 
of the truth. But if local leadership acquiesces in the idea 
that a preacher is the spiritual leader of the congregation, 
or in the idea that a preacher has the benefit of the most 
learning and must therefore lead the elders, then the divine 
pattern is destroyed.

Is there any wonder why there is trouble in Judah?
1408 Alba, Edna, Texas 77957
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“Shepherds” continued from front page
2. Know the flock. A good shepherd knows his sheep. 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, 
and am known of mine” (John 10:14). He even knows 
them by name. “To him the porter openeth; and the sheep 
hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and 
leadeth them out” (John 10:3).

Elders in the church must know every member. They 
must be aware of their weaknesses, shortcomings, 
strengths, and abilities. They need to know when they are 
absent and why they are absent. Elders must not operate 
as an executive board of some business, but as loving 
shepherds of the flock. When a sheep goes astray a good 
shepherd “leaves the ninety and nine in the wilderness and 
goes after that which is lost, until he finds it” (Luke 15:4). 
When a member errs from the way, elders, with a sense 
of urgency, must go and find them and bring them back to 
the safety of the fold.

3. To care for the flock. Paul wrote, stating the quali-
fications of elders, “For if a man know not how to rule his 
own house, how shall he take care of the church of God” 
(1 Tim. 3:5)? Faithfully caring for the church is acting as a 
good steward. Paul calls an elder “a steward of God” (Tit. 
1:7). A steward is a caretaker of another’s property. The 
church is the possession of God. The Bible calls the church 
the flock of God (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2). Peter calls the 
church, “God’s heritage” (1 Pet. 5:3). Hence, the church 
does not belong to the shepherds to lord over it, to do always 
as they please without ever considering the wishes of the 
church. The church does not belong to the preacher, or a 
few members in the church.

Caring for the church involves providing for the needs 
of the church. This would entail feeding, encouraging, and 
developing, both collectively and individually.

4. Watch the flock. There are always impending dan-
gers facing the church. Elders need to be vigilant and alert, 
watching or guarding the flock. Paul said to the Ephesian 
elders, “For I know this, that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter among you, not sparing the flock . . 
. therefore watch” (Acts 20:29-31). Shepherds should know 
current heresies, and the trends leading in that direction. No 
perverter of the gospel must ever be allowed in the pulpit 
or in the classroom to corrupt the minds of the brethren 
from the simplicity that is in Christ. Factionists and trouble 
makers must be marked and avoided (Rom. 16:17-18; Tit. 
3:10). This is why elders are to be apt to teach, holding fast 
the faithful word that he may be able by sound doctrine both 
to exhort and convince the gainsayers (Tit. 1:9). 

The author of Hebrews writes that the elders (leaders, 
shepherds) watch for our souls. “Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for 

your souls, as they that must give account, that they may 
do it with joy, and not with grief” (Heb. 13:17). When 
members miss services, are overcome by temptation, plan 
questionable marriages, attend improper places, or are filled 
with animosity and hostility toward others, the shepherds 
must deal with these things promptly, prudently, and pa-
tiently. Sheep without a shepherd are prone to be scattered 
about. When Jesus “saw the multitudes, he had compassion 
on them, because they fainted and were scattered abroad, 
as sheep having no shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). There are some 
shepherds, unfortunately, who have not the flock at heart. 
“Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep 
of my pasture! saith the Lord” (Jer. 23:1).

Business Meetings as Substitutes
Business meetings of the men are sometimes substituted 

for shepherds (pastors) in the church. In a few places even 
the sisters sit in on the business meetings to help make the 
decisions for the church. The women take too much upon 
themselves when they exercise such authority (1 Tim. 
2:12). And when there are men qualified to be elders, the 
men take too much upon themselves to use so-called busi-
ness meetings as a replacement for God’s ordained plan of 
elders in every church.

There is nothing wrong with business meetings in the 
church when there are no elders. This would be a necessity 
to expedite the work of the church. But this arrangement 
should be only temporary. Of course, in a small congrega-
tion there may be no men who can qualify , and the church 
could go on for years without elders. But many times 
brethren just do not want elders, although there are two or 
more men who qualify. One of the basic reasons for this 
is so the men who don’t qualify will not have to surrender 
control to two or three of the men who become elders. The 
unqualified brethren don’t seem to mind to be a part of a 
group of men in business meetings who make decisions 
that they refuse to surrender to two or three men who are 
far more wise, able, and devoted to Christ.

In business meetings there are men of various ages, 
from perhaps a sixteen year-old to whatever. There may be 
new converts, those who are ignorant about the Bible, the 
carnal minded, the fickle, the frivolous, the extremists, and 
the pessimists, who may sit in these business meetings to 
lead the church in its great and glorious work. For example, 
one young, misguided brother who was taking an untenable 
position in a business meeting, said in response to an older 
brother, who had quoted a statement from the apostle Paul, 
“Who do you think Paul was, the Pope?” Fortunately, most 
business meetings have wise and level-headed brethren 
in them who steer them in the right direction. However, 
under the most favorable circumstances it is very difficult, 
or nearly impossible, to take care of the spiritual needs 
of the members of the church in these kinds of business 
meetings.
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“Factional” continued from p. 2

Brethren, God knew what he was doing when, in his 
wisdom, he ordained that each local congregation have 
shepherds. Paul left Titus in Crete that he might appoint 
elders in every city (Tit. 1:5). The churches in Judea had 
elders (Acts 11:30), the Jerusalem church is said to have 
elders (Acts 15:4), the churches established on Paul’s first 
missionary journey (Acts 14:23), the Ephesian church 
(Acts 20:17), the church at Philippi (Phil 1:1) and those 
churches to whom Peter addressed his first epistle (1 Pet. 
5:1) all had elders.

Yes, the churches of our Lord need shepherds!

87 Ormond Dr., Scottsville, Kentucky 42164

a church with elders. General authority in these areas was 
not judged adequate. 

4. The factional man can justify sinful conduct under 
the banner of “standing for the truth.” Everyone would 
agree that such things as envying, strife, and division are 
works of the flesh (1 Cor. 3:3). All would agree that “hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies” are 
works of the flesh (Gal. 5:20). However, these sinful be-
haviors can be obviously practiced in the heat of pressing 
one’s opinion to the point of dividing the church and all of 
them be justified under the banner, “He was standing for 
the truth.” Standing for the truth does not produce sinful 
fruit. If strife, seditions, and heresies are occurring in the 
local church, those who are guilty are not “standing for 
the truth,” without regard to the issue before them. Where 
the fruit of one’s “stand for the truth” is a refusal to speak 
to one’s brother, driving brethren into parties, destroying 
elderships, destroying men’s desire to serve as elders and 
preachers or even be a Christian, and such like things, one 
can rest assured that this is not “standing for the truth.” 
Jesus taught that one should judge a tree by its fruits (Matt. 
7:15-16). These are not the fruit that the truth produces.

5. The factional man majors in minors and is out of 
balance (Matt. 23:23). Regarding the Pharisees, Jesus 
said, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
For ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, 
and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 
other undone” (Matt. 23:23). Factional men tend to develop 
telescopic vision — all that they see is the one issue on 
which they are focused. A man may be a godly brother who 
studies his Bible daily, has raised a godly family, serves in 
the local church in every capacity he can, and otherwise 
devotes himself to the Lord. All that the factional man sees 
is that he disagrees with him on this one issue, which he 
impatiently and dogmatically demands be resolved to his 

personal satisfaction. The efforts of elders, preachers, and 
other mature members to address the problem are ignored 
or belittled as “compromise.” With a bulldog mentality, 
the factional brother charges everyone with “sin” who 
does not embrace his agenda and his campaign against the 
brother with whom he differs. He will press that issue to 
the point that he runs off from the local congregation such 
God-fearing men. His pet opinion means more to him than 
his brother does, so he will sacrifice the fellowship of his 
brother to elevate his opinion.

6. The factional man acts morally superior. Because 
of his evaluation of his opinion as the test of all righteous-
ness, the factional man will look upon himself as morally 
superior to his brethren who disagree with his pet opinion. 
Regarding this attitude, Paul warned, “Now as touching 
things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowl-
edge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. And if 
any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth 
nothing yet as he ought to know” (1 Cor. 8:1-2). If such 
a man knew anything about the Scriptures, he would not 
destroy his brother for whom Christ died by his opinions. 
Of course, this man can rationalize what this Scripture 
teaches by convincing himself that his opinion is “what 
the Scriptures teach,” not “opinion.”

7. The factional man exalts his opinions over         righ-
teousness, peace and joy (Rom. 14:17). Paul wrote, “For 
the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteous-
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17). 
For the factional man, his opinion with reference to his pet 
theory, is worth destroying the peace and joy of the local 
church.

8. The factional man refuses to receive those whom 
God receives (3 John 9). John described the conduct of Di-
otrephes saying, “I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, 
who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth 
us not. Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds 
which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: 
and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive 
the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth 
them out of the church” (3 John 9-10). Factional men are 
long on emphasizing 2 John 9-11 but have virtually no 
understanding of the teaching of 3 John 9-10. Elsewhere 
Jesus said, “And whoso shall receive one such little child 
in my name receiveth me. But whoso shall offend one of 
these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him 
that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matt. 18:5-6). The 
offence under consideration in this text is the unwillingness 
to receive one of Christ’s little ones. In another text, this 
incident is reported: 

And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and 
when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them, 
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Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, 
receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth 
not me, but him that sent me. And John answered him, 
saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, 
and he followeth not us: and we forbad him, because he 
followeth not us. But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there 
is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can 
lightly speak evil of me. For he that is not against us is on 
our part (Mark 9:36-40).

The sin that the disciples were guilty of was refusing to 
receive one of God’s children. The factional man commits 
this sin every time he draws a line of fellowship against 
one of God’s children that God has not drawn.

9. The factional man is legalistic in his approach 
to salvation. He believes salvation and fellowship with 
God and other brethren are conditioned upon perfect 
knowledge and obedience to a selective set of standards 
which he determines (selective because his own failures 
must be rationalized). The factional mindset makes one’s 
salvation conditional upon perfect understanding of and 
perfect obedience to everything in God’s word, ignor-
ing the vital distinctions between matters of faith and of 
personal conscience, between absolute commands and 
relative areas of growth, between a process of rejection 
of truth and a process of growth and maturity, and similar 
truths. He may deny that he believes in perfectionism, 
but he surely cannot have an on-going fellowship with a 
sincerely mistaken brother who disagrees with him about 
his opinion on a particular point. Regardless of all other 
scriptural considerations, the mistaken brother is regarded 
as a false teacher who must be driven from the fellowship 
of the local church.

10. The factional man is self-righteous. Closely as-
sociated with the legalistic approach to salvation is his 
self-righteous attitude. Such a person cannot have fellow-
ship with those who disagree with him about his opinion. 
He cannot invite such people into his home or participate 
in the various collective activities in the local church with 
one who disagrees with him about his opinion. Doing this 
would be tantamount to violating 2 John 9-11 in his mind. 
Therefore, he draws an ever-narrowing circle of people 
with whom he can legitimately have fellowship.

11. The factional man is inconsistent. Despite his best 
efforts to be consistent, the factional man cannot consis-
tently apply his factional beliefs. Inevitably he will find a 
way to fellowship those involved in some mistaken beliefs 
but not to have fellowship with others who have other 
mistaken beliefs. Somehow he will rationalize in his mind 
the reason why he can fellowship those who are guilty of 
holding some wrong beliefs but cannot fellowship those 
who are mistaken about his pet opinion.

12. The factional man works to line people up with 
his view. He will work the phones or go out to lunch with 
various members of the church and express his concern 
about serious problems in the church of which he is a 
member. Soon he has contacted and influenced such a 
significant group in the local church that he has created a 
faction. His group is lined up against another group. He 
has created schism in the body of Christ that will probably 
lead to division.

Conclusion
A factional brother may not portray every one of these 

character traits and there may be other character traits that 
I have omitted. However, one cannot deny that, as a body 
of Christians, we have trouble with factionalism from time 
to time. We need to address the problem, in the pulpit, in 
Bible classes, and in journals such as this. If this series 
stirs others to study what the Scriptures say about the 
problem of factionalism and begin preaching about it, its 
purpose will have been served. Perhaps we can stop need-
less and destructive factionalism from destroying another 
congregation.

A Word of Caution
Let me add an important word of caution. False teachers 

may quote some part of this series on factionalism out of 
context in an effort to find comfort for their liberal-minded 
departures from the truth, in a bid for peace at any price, or 
in an effort to counteract our past opposition to their error. 
In the first century, false teachers used the same tactics. Let 
this serve notice to those who may do so that we are as firm 
today in our affirmation of every truth and our denial of 
every false doctrine as we ever have been. We are as deter-
mined now as ever before to “fight the good fight of faith,” 
to be “set for the defense of the gospel,” and to uproot error 
and bring “into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ” (1 Tim. 6:12; Phil. 1:17; 2 Cor. 10:5). 

 The point of this series is this: we are as set to defend 
the truth of the gospel against factionalism as much as 
against liberal-minded departures, or any other form of sin. 
“Preaching the kingdom of God” means preaching “all the 
counsel of God” so that we may receive “an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified” (Acts 20:25-32).

The Tabernacle of God  
in the Wilderness

24 overhead transparencies in full color.
$39.95
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Beaufort, South Carolina: The Hwy 170 church of Christ in 
Beaufort, SC  is searching for a full-time minister.  Beaufort is 
a beautiful coastal community and the congregation, though 
very small is happy, self-supporting and anxious to work with 
a motivated, positive-minded minister. The starting salary is 
$30,000+. Please send a resume to 170 Robert Smalls Pkwy., 
Beaufort, SC 29902 or fax to 843-525-6363. E-mail: htimpearce@
islc.net

Merritt Island, Florida: The Merritt Island church at 512 S. 
Plumosa Ave. is in need of a full-time gospel preacher. The con-
gregation has an average attendance of 25 to 30 on Sundays. 
They can supply $250 per week plus a three-bedroom house 
and utilities. If you are interested, please contact James Winton 
(407-452-4752, evenings) or Cloyce Walden (407-636-8255).

Jewish Leaders Upset With Baptists
“New York — Official relations between Judaism and America’s 
largest Protestant denomination, the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, are the worst they have been in decades, a Jewish 
leader says.

“The rift widened when the convention’s 1996 annual meeting 
issued a resolution urging Baptists to ‘direct our energies and 
resources’ to evangelism among Jews, said Rabbi A. James 
Rudin, the interreligious affairs director of the American Jew-
ish Committee.

“More recently, Jewish leaders were angered when the Baptist 
foreign mission board issued a guide asking church members 
to pray for conversion of Jews to Christianity during this 
month’s High Holy Days of Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish new 
year, and Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement.

“Other U.S. Christian denominations have downplayed or 
repudiated such evangelism. . . .

“The prayer call was ‘an arrogant way of denigrating the Jewish 
religion and the sacredness of our High Holy Days,’ Abraham 
Foxman, national director of the Anti-Defamation League, 

said in a letter to the Rev. Paige Patterson of Wake Forest, N.C., 
president of the Southern Baptist Convention.

“Foxman said such efforts invite ‘theological hatred’ of the sort 
that characterized Europe for centuries and prepared the way 
for the Nazi Holocaust” (The Indianapolis Star [September 30, 
1999], A9).

(Editor’s Note: By reading the newspaper’s account of the con-
flict between the Jews and the Baptists one can see how far 
modern Christianity has moved away from the gospel of Jesus 
Christ that men are alarmed that Christians would try to convert 
men from Judaism [or any other religion] to Christianity. The 
Great Commission sent men into all the world to preach the 
gospel to every creature, including those among the Jewish 
religion [see Mark 16:15-16]. The newspaper account is cor-
rect in stating that most of the mainline denominations have 
“downplayed or repudiated such evangelism,” and that is a 
greater reflection on these denominations than anyone else.

 When men who profess to be Christians reach the con-
clusion that one can attain whatever salvation God makes 
available to man without faith in Christ, they have certainly 
moved away from the revealed word of Christ. Jesus said, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” [John 14:6]. “I said therefore unto you, that 
ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye 
shall die in your sins” [John 8:24]. “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned” [Mark 16:15-16].)

Harmony in the Home
by Mike Willis

This workbook is a study of the New Testament’s 
teaching pertaining to the development of one’s moral 

character, showing the 
value of applying that 
teaching in the home. 

13 Lessons — 
$5.25
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

 KENNETT, MO
Church of Christ
703 Harrison St.

 Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(573) 888-6778

LILBOURN, MO
P.O. Box 270

211 Benton St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Shane Williams
(573) 688-2234 or 748-5204

MARSHFIELD, MO
Brentwood Church of Christ

Hwy. 38 East, South on Elm St., 
1/2 mile

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Norman Cass
(417) 859-5166

RAYMORE, MO
Raymore Church of Christ

107 N. Woodson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Wadlington
(816) 322-0042 or 318-0838

ST. JAMES, MO
Church of Christ

400 E. James Blvd.
(P.O. Box 308)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Larry Morris
(573) 265-8973 or 265-8628

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Church of Christ

2727 County Line Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(816) 233-2463 or 279-4737

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Prairie Hills Church of Christ

14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E of 
Intersection I-29 & Hwy. 169)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle White
(816) 233-6485

SPRINGFIELD, MO
Southside Church of Christ

1517 E. Cherokee St.
Bible Study    9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Tim Glover
(417) 881-3131 or 886-5304

BEATRICE, NE
Church of Christ

7th and Bell
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.

233-4102 or 228-3827

PORTSMOUTH, NH
Church of Christ

Anchorage Inn, 417 Woodbury Ave. 
(Rt.1 Bypass at I-95, Traffic Circle)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 12: 00  Noon
Jeff Swan — Call for more informa-

tion (603) 323-9333  
or 1-800-841-7857

MT. LAUREL, NJ
Mt. Laurel Church of Christ

in the Philadelphia Area
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.

(609) 665-2496

PISCATAWAY, NJ
258 Highland Ave.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Bible Classes 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gary P. Eubanks
(732) 463-1323

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

VAUXHALL, NJ
Church of Christ

Milbourn Mall Suite 6
2933 Vauxhall Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry A. Persaud
(973) 378-8999 or (908) 964-6356

ALAMOGORDO, NM
25th & Hawaii Church of Christ

P.O. Box 2065
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
(505) 439-9810 or 430-0494

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Albuquerque Church of Christ

1908 Sunshine Terrace SE
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(call to confirm time)
764-9277

ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Harris Blvd. Church of Christ
5424 E.W.T. Harris Blvd.

Worship 8: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Various members of 
local congregations

Don Moeller (704) 532-9242

DALLAS, NC
Deepwood Forest Church of Christ

2002 Lineburger Rd., Hwy. 275
(Between Dallas & Stanley)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis Woollums
(704) 922-8985

FAYETTEVILLE, NC
West Fayetteville
Church of Christ

5272 Butternut Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Arnold
(910) 424-5162

FRANKLIN, NC
Westside Church of Christ

156 Old Murphy Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gurtler
(704) 369-5186 or 369-8216

GRANITE FALLS, NC
Church of Christ
24 Park Square

Between Hickory & Lenoir
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 396-8107
or 294-6878

SALISBURY, NC
Salisbury Church of Christ

1037 Faith Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(704) 639-1135 or 279-4324

SANFORD, NC
West Sanford Church of Christ

202 Westover Drive
(1 blk. from US 1 and NW 42W)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Nay Rieber
(919) 775-5107 or 774-6935

Tom Gray, 776-0373

WINSTON-SALEM, NC
Church of Christ
2800 S. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening (call 336-784-5058) 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(336) 998-4002
or 785-2475

WARNE, NC
Warne Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 64 at Warne
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 389-6892
or 389-3097

LAS VEGAS, NV
Vegas Dr. Church of Christ

3816 Vegas Drive
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Robertson
(702) 648-4827

BEDFORD, OH
Columbus St. Church of Christ

512 Columbus Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Harry Rice
Building: (216) 232-2231

Home: (216) 232-9068

CANAL WINCHESTER, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

Southeast side of Columbus
7 ½ N. High St.

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 837-8859

CINCINNATI, OHIO
Blue Ash

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Evang:  Russell Dunaway, Jr.

891-3174

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CINCINNATI, OH
Lockland Church of Chist

419 W. Wyoming Ave.
Exit 12 I-75 - W. 2 blocks

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Calvin Schabach
821-0410 or 733-3187

CLEVELAND, OH
Lorain Ave. Church of Christ

13501 Lorain Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(216) 476-0660, 651-1689 or
(330) 725-3960, 723-0111

COLUMBUS, OH
Laurel Canyon

Church of Christ
409 McNaughton Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

868-1375 or 866-4535

DAYTON, OH
Haynes St.

Church of Christ
300 Haynes St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Wayne S. Walker
256-6647 or 256-0127

DAYTON, OH
West Carrollton

23 W. Main Street
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Grushon
856-5162 or 434-3090

DAYTON (Beavercreek) OH
Knollwood Church of Christ

1031 Welford Drive
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Keith Greer
426-1422 or 426-3325

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS 

FIND YOUR PLACE 
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

FREMONT, OH
Church of Christ
3361 W. State St.

1 mi. West of Fremont
on U.S. Rt. 20

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(419) 849-3340 or 849-3686

HAMILTON, OH
Westview Church of Christ

1040 Azel Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 35  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  David A. Stansberry
(513) 868-9988

HUBER HEIGHTS (Dayton), OH
Northern Heights
Church of Christ

5430 Fishburg Rd.
SW cnr. of Rt. 201 & Fishburg

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Bible Study 7: 00  P.M.

(513) 236-7611

HILLIARD, OH
Church of Christ

Heights  Church of Christ
7801 Zuni Road, S.E.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Dee Lancaster
266-7577 or 293-5635

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Westside Church of Christ

Sequoia Plaza
3320 Coors Blvd., NW

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(505) 839-9880

AZTEC, NM
Aztec Area Church of Christ

304 N. Main St.
Bible Study     9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 1: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(505) 334-0874 or 334-3913

BUFFALO, NY
Greater Buffalo Church of Christ

P.O. Box 808, W. Seneca
Bible Study 2: 00  A.M.
Worship  3: 00  A.M.
Tuesday 6: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Roy Diestelkamp
(716) 627-6546 
E-Mail address:

edgibson@juno.com

HUDSON, NY
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 573, Hudson 
Bldg: 86 Main St., Philmont

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(518) 828-2923, 329-3833, or 
672-4904

ASHEVILLE, NC
Church of Christ
Holiday Inn East

(Please call for directions.)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.

Evangelist: Joe Hickman
(828) 254-7332 or 684-3111

CARY, NC
Walnut St. Church of Christ

(Raleigh) 217 Walnut St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  (919) 467-0012
Jeff Archer:  319-1757

CHARLOTTE, NC
Charlotte Church of Christ

5327 S. Tyron St.
Worship     9: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Wendell Powell
(704) 525-5655 or 522-9971

CHARLOTTE, NC
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4840 Cemetery Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 876-4089

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

MANSFIELD, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

326 Grace Street
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  James Bond
526-2868 or 526-4739

MANSFIELD, OH
Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Leon Bond
(419) 525-3684 or 522-8982

MARIETTA/RENO, OH
Jct. St. Rt. 7 & County Rd. 20

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Wed. - 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th weeks
Thurs. - 1st week

614-374-9827

NEW CARLISLE, OH
Church of Christ
235 Funston Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Lee
(937) 235-2470

NEW LEBANON, OH
Church of Christ
1973 W. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Murphy, Jr.
687-2985

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE 

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

NORTHWOOD, OH
(Toledo Area)

Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
893-3566 or 691-0688

NORWALK, OH
Church of Christ

State Rt. 250 & 13 North

386 N. Edgewood Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Randy Yerby

SALEM, OH
Church of Christ

484 Georgetown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(330) 337-6113

UHRICHSVILLE, OH
Church of Christ

638 Parrish Street
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 00  P.M.

(614) 254-4066, o r
(216) 339-3032

WAVERLY, OH
4th & Mullins

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 947-7122 or 947-1718

ALTUS, OK
Southeast Church of Christ

1105 Navajo
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(580) 535-4767

MIDWEST CITY, OK
Fifth St. Church of Christ

6512 SE Fifth St., Box 30544
(Near Tinker AFB)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Bond
(405) 737-5858 or 737-8272

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Broadview Heights

Church of Christ
3536 NW 38 St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: James B. Lusby
946-6301 or 728-3058

PURCELL, OK
Jackson & Green Ave.

Church of Christ
407 Jackson Street

(Mailing address - Rt.1, Box 80A)
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

527-3538 or 872-3596

STILLWATER, OK
East 6th Ave. Church of Christ

2417 E. Sixth Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Eppler
(405) 743-2603, 377-2847

TULSA, OK
Church of Christ

1702 S. Memorial Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J.T. Smith
627-5670 or 664-6629

TULSA, OK
Woodland Hills
Church of Christ

9119 E. 61 St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Pittman
(918) 252-1220 or 258-2720

AVONDALE, PA
Avondale Church of Christ

Glen Willow Rd.
P.O. Box 421

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Daniel Gatlin, Evangelist
(610) 268-2088, 869-2194

CARLISLE, PA
Walnut Bottom Rd.

Church of Christ
2637 Walnut Bottom Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Hawk
 (717) 776-6122

EXTON, PA
Exton Church of Christ

217 N. Whitford Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

363-8042

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Church of Christ
45 W. Durham St.

P.O. Box 4985
Bible Study 10: 15  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Tues. night 8: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.
(215) 248-2026 or 753-1362

VANDERYRIFT, PA
Church of Christ

156A Farragut Ave.
            

Worship 9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Thursday 7: 30  P.M.

(412) 337-4488

BEAUFORT, SC
Church of Christ

2107 King St., P.O. Box 4
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Paris Island, 8:00 A.M., Sunday

Evangelist: Ronald Nelson
(843) 524-4400 or 524-4652

BEAUFORT/BURTON, SC
Church of Christ

170 Robert Smalls Pkwy.
(Hwy. 170)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(803) 524-4281 or 525-1483

CHARLESTON HEIGHTS, SC
Ashley Heights Church of Christ

2605 S. Oakridge Cir.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Weliever
388-6811 or 381-7401

COLUMBIA, TN
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ

417 Mooresville Pike  
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Maxey
(931) 388-5828 or 380-1226

DIXON SPRINGS, TN
Dixon Springs Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 25 (between 
Hartselle & Carthage)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 868-9266

ERWIN, TN
Church of Christ

N. Erwin Hwy.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M. 
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry A. (Tony) Sayre
(615) 743-8251 or 743-4142

FRANKLIN, TN
Cedarmont Church of Christ

Arno Rd. & Hwy. 96E 
(P.O. Box 682042)

(1 mile East of I65 South)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M. 
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Gambill
(615) 790-2075

GOODLETTSVILLE, TN
Millersville Church of Christ

1158 Louisville Hwy.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jason Malham
(615) 859-1841 or 859-5941

JACKSON, TN
Old Hickory Church of Christ

841 Old Hickory Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
  Evangelist: Gary Kerr

668-1794 or 664-5295

JOHNSON CITY, TN
Brookmead Church of Christ

2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Kay 
615-928-4000 or 753-9865

KNOXVILLE, TN
7604 Chapman Hwy.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger D. Williams
(423) 573-6638

MADISON, TN
Church of Christ

Kemper at Tuckahoe Dr.
(10 min. from Opryland)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Friday  6: 30  P.M.

(803) 553-4970 or 553-4346

COLUMBIA, SC
Lower Richland Church of Christ

3000 Trotter Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J. David Powlas
(803) 783-6059 or 776-0754

SUMTER, SC
Woodland Church of Christ

3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday       7:  00 P.M.

Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.
773-0828

TAYLORS, SC
(Greenville Area)

Taylors Church of Christ
400 E. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Mosely
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728

www.taylors church of christ.com

WARRENVILLE, SC
(Aiken/Augusta Area)

Warrenville Church of Christ
P.O. Box 98

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 648-9451 or 649-0439

WEST COLUMBIA, SC
Airport Church of Christ

4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 755-0023 or 894-6471

RAPID CITY, SD
Church of Christ

1302 E. Fairmont Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Matt Allen
(605) 348-7990 or 688-9170

CHATTANOOGA, TN
North Hixson Church of Christ

5484 Old Hixson Pike
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Walton
(423) 870-8029 or 842-5526

CLEVELAND, TN
Highway 64 Church of Christ

111 Durkee Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(423) 344-7259, 479-6990
or 339-1068

COLUMBIA, TN
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ

1200 Nashville Hwy.,  
Hwy. 31N

Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Green
(615) 868-6078 or 662-8200

MARYVILLE, TN
Smoky Mt. Church of Christ

2206 Montvale Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

C.H. Buld (423) 984-4708
Harold Tabor (423) 977-4230
Gary Kirtley (423) 981-1885

MCMINNVILLE, TN
West End Ave.

Church of Christ
P.O. Box 8060, Zip 37110

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  David Young
(615) 668-7453

MEMPHIS, TN
Burlington Church of Christ

3825 S. Germantown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Doug Seaton
(901) 754-2765 or 853-7840

MEMPHIS, TN
Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Dick Blackford
(901) 388-2474 or 757-9001

MEMPHIS, TN
Hunters Run Church of Christ

6590 Stateline Road (west of  
Germantown Rd. Ext.)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Julian R. Snell
(901) 853-6726 or 363-9133

MURFREESBORO, TN
663 Compton Road

(1 mi. E. of VA Hospital)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Assembly    10: 00  A.M.
Assembly 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

David Arnold
(615) 896-6550 or 896-9474

Web page: http://www.mtsu.edu/@
arnoldd/bible.html

MURFREESBORO, TN
Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Kyle Campbell
 and Bill Cavender

(615) 893-1200

MURFREESBORO, TN
South Ridge Church of Christ

488 Barfield-Crescent Rd.
(Exit 81 off I-24, south 1 1/2 miles on 

231S, turn right)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 848-0303 or 893-5070

MURFREESBORO, TN
University Heights

Church of Christ
1412 East Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
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Westvue Church of Christ
316 Kings Hwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Duggin
896-1292 or 896-3943

NASHVILLE, TN
Bell Road Church of Christ

1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill O’Neal
(615) 833-4444 or 941-1134

NASHVILLE, TN
Hillview Church of Christ

7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(615) 356-7318 or 952-3433

NASHVILLE, TN
Perry Heights Church of Christ

423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Daniel H. King
(615) 883-3118 or 366-5009

NASHVILLE, TN
Riverside Dr. Church of Christ

1530 Riverside Dr.
(Close to Opryland and new stadium)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Wilson Adams
(615) 262-0241

ROCKWOOD, TN
Post Oak Rd. Church of Christ

1227 Post Oak Valley Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Moore
(423) 354-9416 or 354-0489

ROCKWOOD, TN
Church of Christ 
Highway 70 East

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(423) 354-2557

SHELBYVILLE, TN
El Bethel Church of Christ

Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader
(615) 685-1113 or 684-9099

WAVERLY, TN
Eastside Church of Christ

1412 E. Railroad St.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(931) 296-5217 or 296-4657

Northwest Church of Christ
7750 Highway 105

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Russ Bowman
898-4034, 287-3908

or 866-6939

CLEBURNE, TX
Church of Christ

404 South Caddo St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(817) 645-3588

CLEVELAND, TX
Church of Christ
310 E. Houston

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Raymond Meaux
281-592-1581

CLUTE, TX
Church of Christ

343 S. Main
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Lloyd
265-5283 or 265-2933

COLLEGE STATION, TX
Church of Christ

810 Southwest Pkwy.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Wayne Moody
764-6562 or 693-1758

COLUMBUS, TX
West Oaks Church of Christ

214 FM 806
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Herbert Thorton Jr.
(409) 732-3001

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Hwy. 9 Church of Christ

5853 Leopard St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Clyde Carter
(512) 777-0606, 241-0818, 

289-1559, 853-8637 or 289-1439  

DALLAS, TX
College Park Church of Christ

701 Centennial Blvd.
Richardson, Texas

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Rickie G. Jenkins
(972) 783-9777

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

DICKINSON, TX

Church of Christ, 2919 Main St.
(Between Houston-Galveston

Exit 19  on  I-45, east 2 mi. on 517)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 9: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jay Horsley
(281) 534-4870

DUMAS, TX
Central Church of Christ

424 E. First St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David M. Bonner
(806) 935-5363 or 935-6883

EDNA, TX
301 South Robison

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(512) 782-5506 or 782-2844
Elders: S.A. Mercer & S. Wilson

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
Web Page http://ykc.com/cofc/

EL PASO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ

3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Ken Looper (915) 821-1084
(915) 855-4327

FORT WORTH, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ

Altamesa at Landview
(“at the overpass”)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Tom M. Roberts
292-4908 or 294-9706

FORT WORTH, TX
West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd.

76114
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Stan Cox
(817) 738-7269

HARLINGEN, TX
Church of Christ

1625 Morgan Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Earl Dale
(956) 423-4690 or 423-6225

HOUSTON, TX
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road  (77084)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Mark White (281) 578-1897

HOUSTON, TX
Bellaire Church of Christ

8001 South Rice Ave.
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David O. Lanius, Jr.
(713) 668-4810

HOUSTON, TX
Church of Christ

in Oak Forest
1333 Judiway

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

(713) 686-0788

HOUSTON, TX (Southwest)
Murphy Rd. Church of Christ

2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

HOUSTON, TX
Spring Woods Church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Church Phone (713) 973-6667
Elders:  468-4753, 461-2222,

or 863-1927

HUNTINGTON, TX
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 858
One block north of U.S. 69

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 422-4623

IRVING, TX
Westside Church of Christ

2300 W. Pioneer Dr.
(closest to D/FW Airport)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Roberts
258-8527 or (214) 986-9131

http://www.flash.net/~westside

LANCASTER, TX
Dallas Avenue Church of Christ

601 N. Dallas Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 25  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Boshart
(972) 227-2910 or 227-1119

LANCASTER, TX
Pleasant Run Church of Christ

831 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 227-1758 or 227-2598

LUFKIN, TX
Church of Christ
4th & Groesbeck
401 E. Groesbeck

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 632-1771 or 634-7515

LUFKIN, TX
Timberland Dr. Church of Christ

912 S. Timberland Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.
 Evangelists: Harold Hancock

James W. Adams
634-7110 or 632-7070

MANSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ

1820 E. Debbie Lane

P.O. Box 165
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening  6: 00  A.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.                    
         

Evangelist:  Bobby Holmes
(817) 277-9186 or 

(972) 262-3818

MESQUITE, TX
(East Dallas)

Westlake Church of Christ
427 Gross Rd., 75149

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Haley
(972) 285-1610

MIDLAND, TX
Midland Church of Christ

3416 Thomason
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

694-3482 or 683-6725

NACOGDOCHES, TX
Mound & Starr Church of Christ

1439 N. Mound St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Randy Harshbarger

ODESSA, TX
Crescent Park Church of Christ

1415 Royalty
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Paul Smith
(915) 362-1777 or 366-5071

PLANO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)

Spring Creek Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 398-3221 or 231-3748

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Church of Christ in Valley-Hi

(Near Lackland AFB)
4302 SW Loop 410

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(210) 674-4188 or 628-1018

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Pecan Valley Church of Christ

268 Utopia (IH 37 S.E.
Exit Pecan Valley)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Byron Gage
(210) 337-6143 or 662-9336

SAN MARCOS, TX
San Marcos Church of Christ

2660 Hunter Road
P.O. Box 669

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Afternoon 2: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: George W. Slover
(512) 396-2399 or 353-0364

SHERMAN, TX

ALLEN, TX
Church of Christ
303 E. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Foy W. Vinson
424-5766

ALVARADO,TX
I-35 Church of Christ

(E. Service Rd. of I-35, North of 
Alvarado)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship  11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(817) 783-6308 or 790-7253

ALVIN, TX
House St. Church of Christ

516 W. House St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry R. Osborne
(713) 331-4953 or

331-9305

ANGELTON, TX
Kiber St. Church of Christ

P.O. Box 1162
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Moore
(409) 849-6246

AUSTIN, TX
Cedar Park Church of Christ
Brushy Crk. Rd. & Mustange

Cedar Park, Texas
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Everett
(512) 259-0924 or 219-6816

AUSTIN, TX
Wonsley Dr. Church of Christ

507 E. Wonsley Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff  Smith
(512) 990-7158 or 836-8532

Wonsleycoc@ao1.com

BAYTOWN, TX
Pruett and Lobit Church of Christ

701 North Pruett St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Larry Hafley
(281) 422-5926 or 421-7367

BAYTOWN, TX
East Side Church of Christ

2100 James Bowie
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tony Mauck
(281) 427-8729 or 837-9259

BEAUMONT, TX
Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ

3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Max Dawson
& Edwin Crozier
(409) 866-1996

BEAUMONT, TX

30
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES

ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

Westwood Village
 Church of Christ

314 N. Tolbert
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Fred Watkins
(903) 868-2809, 893-3637

TAYLOR, TX
South Loop Highway 79

Church of Christ
Route 2, Box 136B

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: John H. Crow
(512) 365-7058

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TEMPLE, TX
Leon Valley Church of Christ

4404 Twin City Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Stroud
(254) 939-0682 or 774-7551

TEMPLE, TX
Southside Church of Christ

2003 S. 5th
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Haynes
773-0931

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER MONTH

WEST COLUMBIA, TX
Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: David Weaks
(409) 345-3818

THE WOODLANDS, TX
Woodlands Church of Christ

P.O. Box 7664-77380
3987 Wellman Road

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

367-2099 or 367-1235

KAYSVILLE, UT
137 S. Flint St.

Bible Classes 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

For info. call (801) 544-1401
 or 451-4582

OGDEN, UT
Ogden Church of Christ

910 23rd St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(801) 394-1397
Bilingual English and Spanish

ANNANDALE, VA
Annandale Church of Christ

Washington, D.C. Area
4709 Ravensworth Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Contact: Floyd Chappelear
256-5543 or 830-0164

CHESAPEAKE, VA
Tidewater Church of Christ

217 Taxus St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Schlosser
(757) 479-5658 or 436-6900

CHESTER, VA
Chester Church of Christ

12100 Winfree St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Crowder
796-2374 or 530-2285

CHESTER, VA
Rivermont Church of Christ

2316 E. Hundred Rd.
(2 mi. W. of Hopewell on Hwy. 10,  

5 ½ mi. E, I-95, exit 61A)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert S. Swain
(804) 530-1764

NEWPORT NEWS, VA
Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ

315 Harpersville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Aaron Burleson
(757) 877-6264 or 838-5374

POUND, VA
Church of Christ

U.S. 23, 3 mi. S. of Pound
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.
Evangelist:  Daniel Holloway

(703) 796-5767

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER YEAR
$95.00 PER QUARTER

RICHMOND, VA
Forest Hill Church of Christ

1208 W. 41st St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Jack Bise, Jr.
(804) 233-5959

RICHMOND, VA
West End

4909 Patterson Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evang.: Michael W. McLemore
(804) 358-7933, 320-3948

or 750-2873

RIDGEWAY, VA
Church of Christ (Rd. 750)

2273 Old Leaksville Rd. 
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Tom Knight - 956-3637
Webster Ford - 956-3093
Jamie Hinds - 956-4651

ROANOKE, VA
Blue Ridge Church of Christ

Blue Ridge Mall, Unit 16
9 mi. E. of Roanoke, Rt. 460

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Call:  Larry Powell
(540) 992-5912 or

Building (540) 977-1277

STAFFORD, VA
Ruby Church of Christ

5 mi. S. of Stafford
US Rt. 1 - P.O. Box 1524

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(540) 373-9466
or 972-2598

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Virginia Beach Church of Christ

Pembrook Manor
Recreation Building

4452 Hinsdale St.
P.O. Box 8693 (23450)

Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(804) 486-6639 or 486-6245
www.vb-churchofChrist.com

BELLINGHAM, WA
Northside Church of Christ

5201 Northwest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Price
(360) 354-7867 or 384-1807

BREMERTON, WA
Church of Christ

500 Pleasant Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.

Elders: Howard Reagan
Harold Trimble, Otto Spieth, Scott 

Saario
377-5622

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TACOMA, WA
Manitou Church of Christ

4806 So. 66th St.
(P.O. Box 7523, 98407)

Sunday 9: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(253) 759-7875
(425) 557-9242

Voice Mail: (253) 752-5616

Barrio Colon
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 8: 00  P.M.

(54) 51-561645 or 219123
Evangelist: Carlos Gatti

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta

Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 A Ave. N.E. T2E ISI

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Derek Chambers
(403) 276-8088 

Services in English and Spanish

CANADA
Jordan, Ontario, Loriso
Jordan Church of Christ
2863 Regional Road 81

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(905) 562-4739, 685-3896

CANADA
Hamilton, Ontario

33 Highcliffe
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Monday    7: 00  P.M.

Closest Church to Toronto
Steve Rudd, Evangelist

(905) 575-8437

JAPAN
Okinawa, Japan

Mid-Island Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Call 645-6334, 622-5163 
for information

WEST GERMANY
Kaiserslautern Area

Ramstein Church of Christ
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(06371) 17049 or 44529

HELP
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR 

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

Greenbag Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeremy Joy
(304) 292-3276 or 296-9793

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ

210 Cedar St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Brian Price
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Roberts Ridge Church of Christ

Rd. 2 - Box 368-A
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Sam Wood (304) 845-2202
Ray Crow (304) 845-8098

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOU
PLACE OF WORSHIP

THIS SPACE
$25.00 PER QUARTER

$95.00 PER YEAR

PARKERSBURG, WV
Marrtown Church of Christ

825 Marrtown Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 861-0342 or 422-7458

RAVENSWOOD, WV
Church of Christ
1101 Gallatin St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Christian
273-0261 or 273-3267

MILWAUKEE, WI
Metropolitan Church of Christ
1029 S. 58th St., P.O. Box 14187

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Girardot
257-3035

Church: 258-8520

ARGENTINA, Cordoba
Iglesia de Cristo

Pasaje Alicante 2431

VANCOUVER, WA
Church of Christ

Temp. at Sara J. Anderson School, 
2215 N.E. 104th St.

P.O. Box 2488, Zip 98668
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00  A.M.

(360) 687-9196
(360) 263-2168

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

YAKIMA, WA
W. Washington Ave. Church of Christ

902 W. Washington Ave.
Conservative

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(509) 248-8190 or 248-5614

BECKLEY, WV
Church of Christ
100 Carriage Dr.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Weldon E. Warnock
(304) 252-8108 or 255-1136

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

522 Daugherty St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 346-2112

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

873 Oakwood Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 342-5637

CLARKSBURG, WV
Westside Church of Christ

Davison Run Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 782-2132

FAIRMONT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ

934 East Park Avenue
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 366-4523 or 449-1495

MORGANTOWN, WV
Glen Oaks Church of Christ

3130
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see “First Century Christianity” on p. 696

Difficult Bible 
Passages 
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Restoring First Century 
Christianity Today
Jonathan L. Perz

Throughout time, man has departed from God’s ways. The Israelites, 
God’s people of old, continually departed from God’s teachings and 
had to repent and restore God’s ways. They faced judgment after judg-
ment for perverting the ways of God, yet they never learned. The Bible 
teaches us that these things were written “for our learning” (Rom. 15:4) 
and “for our admonition” (1 Cor. 10:11). Therefore, we must learn from 
their errors and stand fast in the truth of God’s word.

The Israelites are not the only people who ever departed from the 
truth. Even among first century churches, apostasy ran rampant. In 
Galatians 1:6-9, we read of Paul’s amazement that the churches in 
Galatia had accepted a perverted gospel so soon after acknowledg-
ing the truth. The New Testament is filled with warning after warning 
that apostasy will take place and God’s ways will be departed from. 
Consider the following passages: 
1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 
4:1-5;           2 Peter 2:1-2; Jude 
3-4; Revelation 2:4-5. In every 
instance of apostasy, repentance 
was commanded. Hence, only a 
fool would deny the possibility 
of apostasy today!

The Need For Restoration
In Jeremiah 6:16, the great 

prophet of God prophesied, 
“Thus says the Lord: ‘Stand in the 
ways and see, and ask for the old 
paths, where the good way is, 
and walk in it; then you will find 
rest for your souls.’ But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’”

Now more than ever, there is a need to restore the “old paths” of 
Christianity where the “good way” is. A quick look at today’s religious 
world reveals complete mayhem. It is difficult to find two churches in 
one city that teach the same thing. It is even more difficult to find a 
church that is like the church described in the first century. When these 
circumstances exist, something has gone terribly wrong.

Is this sectarian religious world, with all its different names, creeds, 
doctrines, teachings, ministries, and ideas what the Lord prayed for in 
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EditorialEditorial

Is Faith Essential?
Mike Willis

During my thirty years of preaching, a goodly number has been spent 
opposing the loose fellowship stance that was propagated and promoted 
by Carl Ketcherside and Leroy Garrett. The influence of this movement 
among faithful brethren was apparent in the early 1970s when Edward 
Fudge, Bruce Edwards, Arnold Hardin, and a number of other brethren 
moved way from the truth into a broader fellowship. 

Over the years, we have witnessed these brethren accepting the logi-
cal conclusions of their position on fellowship. These brethren asserted 
that the unity of Christ could be maintained in spite of serious doctrinal 
differences, justifying this position by such arguments as (a) the imputa-
tion of the perfect obedience of Christ to the believer’s account to cover 
his imperfections; (b) continuous cleansing which cleanses the sinning 
Christian “even as” he sins; (c) Romans 14; and other such positions. At 
first, these brethren were only interested in a broadened fellowship that 
included all of the heirs of the restoration movement, that is only those 
who have been scripturally baptized. Soon, these brethren realized that, 
if the grace of God could save the sincere man who was worshiping 
with instrumental music, that same grace of God could save the pious 
unimmersed. At that juncture, their platform of fellowship broadened 
to the point that they could have unity with denominational folks, our 
“brothers-in-prospect” who did not understand the place of water bap-
tism in the grand scheme of God.

The logical implications of this position were not exhausted by the 
acceptance of the pious unimmersed, because there also are many 
good, honest, and sincere religious folks who believe in God but do not 
yet understand the role of Jesus Christ in the grand scheme of God. In 
reviewing the positions held by our unity advocates, we called attention 
to the logical implications of their position. Ultimately it would lead to 
universalism and fellowship with any sincere person without regard to 
what he believed.

As the years have passed, we have witnessed this evolution of the 
unity-in-diversity advocates. At first, some of them would attend the 
Christian Church but would not sing with their instruments. Later, they 
joined them in singing. Soon they were condemning those who believed 
that singing with an instrument was sinful. Over the years, they began 
speaking of what great spiritual folks some denominational preachers 
were. They were spiritual giants being attacked by our pygmy brethren, 
when brethren challenged their teaching on baptism. Reviews appeared 
in their papers about the good in such denominations as the Baptists, 
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What Must I Do  
To Be Saved?

Wilson Adams

It is a good question. No, it’s the greatest question anyone could ever 
ask. The jailer asked it in Acts 16. The penitent of Pentecost asked it in 
Acts 2. The Ethiopian nobleman asked it in the form of a negative inquiry, 
“What prevents me from being baptized?” (Acts 8:36). Jesus read the 
question in the heart of Nicodemus before it could ever be voiced by 
his lips (John 3:1-3). And the rich, young ruler asked it. Sort of. He asked 
it thinking he already knew the answer.

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
There cannot be a more important question that anyone could ever 

ask. And the answer? Oh, how quick and simple we make it. We must (1) 
hear, (2) believe, (3) repent, (4) confess, (5) and be baptized. And you know 
what? We must! Fact is, I would affirm without fear of successful refuta-
tion that each of those is absolutely required by God before anyone can 
be saved. Anyone. There is ample scriptural command and instruction 
behind each of those five responsibilities in the converting process. And 
none of those five things denies salvation by faith but rather they are 
all a part of salvation by faith. Likewise, none of those five things denies 
salvation by the grace of God for even when one has done everything 
required of him by his Creator, he still doesn’t place God in his debt. When 
all is said and done, we are saved by his mercy and loving kindness.

But is that it? Hear — Believe — Repent — Confess — Be Baptized 
— is that all God asks of us? Hardly. I suggest that one can comply with 
each of those requirements and still fail to see heaven. I say again each 
of those is absolutely essential and I do not and will not belittle God’s 
commandments nor condone anyone who does. But there is more. And 
sometimes we fail to see the “more.”

Consider five other responsibilities we must meet in order to be 
saved. 

1. I must forgive my brother. Jesus said plainly, “If you do not forgive 
men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will not forgive your 
transgressions” (Matt. 6:15). Wasn’t that the point of the story of the 
unmerciful slave (Matt. 18)? “So shall my heavenly Father also do to you, 
if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart” (v.35). And 
John adds that anyone who claims Christ but hates his brother “is a liar” 
(1 John 4:20) and “walks in the darkness” (1 John 2:11). People whom God 
will not forgive, people who are liars, and people who walk in “darkness” 
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will not be saved.

That makes me think. A lot. Sometimes I’m tempted 
to go pretty easy on myself while coming down harder 
on others. Sometimes I can think smugly. Sometimes 
I’m tempted to hold a grudge and count offenses. My 
guess is that I’m not alone. I bet you struggle, too. But 
it’s something we must face and conquer if we want to 
go to heaven. You can’t be saved and fail to forgive your 
brother. It is essential to salvation. 

2. I must do good unto all men. Galatians 6:10 is written 
in the context of eternal life. “And let us not lose heart in 
doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not 
grow weary. So then, while we have opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men, and especially to those who are 
of the household of the faith” (Gal. 6:9-10). Galatians 6:10 
is a passage perverted by our institutional brethren who 
misuse it to justify the church involvement in private 
enterprise. The church, it is argued, has a right to fund 
private businesses and to underwrite education, health 
care, etc. because Galatians 6:10 says to do good unto all 
men. Careful students of the Word have correctly coun-
tered that the context of Galatians 6:1-10 is a discussion 
of the responsibilities of individual Christians and not the 
church as a collectivity.

But may I voice a concern? How many of us live in vio-
lation of the very argument we make? Yes, “doing good 
unto all men” is an individual responsibility but how many 
individuals take that seriously? Do you? For example, are 
you involved in any kind of charity work? Do you devote 
any time to the needs of others? Do you help financially 
with someone you learn is struggling? There are many 
different ways that we as individuals can sow good deeds 
unto all men. But we must sow if we expect to reap.

3. I must bear fruit.  “I am the vine, and My Father is 
the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear 
fruit, He takes away . . .” (John 15:1-2a). God requires that 
we bear fruit and fruit-bearing occurs in two ways. First, 
we bear fruit by leading others to the source of light. As 
Andrew brought his brother (John 1:40-41), as Phillip 
brought Nathanael (John 1:45-46), and as the Samaritan 
woman brought her friends (John 4:28-30), so must we 
invite, encourage, and lead others to Jesus to the best of 
our opportunity and ability. That is fruit-bearing.

Second, we bear fruit by adorning ourselves with the 
characteristics of the one we follow. “But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self control . . .” (Gal. 5:22-23). 
Truly if we belong to Christ then we will strive to bear 
the fruit of a Spirit-led life. It’s a must. 

4. I must bring Jesus home. Matthew met Jesus at work 
(Matt. 9:9). One moment he’s sitting in his office and the 

next moment he’s invited Jesus into his home to eat at 
his table. And Jesus came. And Jesus will come home 
with you, too. Has he been invited?

Peter says that a husband must treat his wife with 
honor and if he doesn’t his prayers won’t make it past 
the ceiling (1 Pet. 3:7). And Paul said that a man who 
doesn’t provide for his own “has denied thefaith, and is 
worse than an unbeliever.” He may claim to be a Christian. 
He may teach a Bible class or be a deacon, preacher or 
elder . . . but if he doesn’t live as a Christian at home, he 
will not be saved. And wouldn’t the same be true for the 
wife (Tit. 2:3-5)?

Contrary to popular belief, Jesus doesn’t live at the 
church building. He lives in us. So do as Matthew did: 
invite him to come home with you and see what a dif-
ference he will make. 

5. I must study my Bible. “Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God as a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth” (2 Tim. 
4:15). Yes, I know that Timothy was a preacher but doesn’t 
God expect all of us to study his word (Acts 17:11)? From 
this passage I learn that God approves of those who read 
and study his word and disapproves those who do not. 
Can a person be saved who is disapproved by God?

Do you breathe every day? Do you eat and drink 
every day? Do you read your Bible every day? There are 
some things we just do every day and reading the word 
should be one of them. I am convinced the reason many 
Christians aren’t as strong spiritually as they should be 
is because they don’t take in enough “milk of the word” 
(1 Pet. 2:2). It is the best preventative against spiritual 
osteoporosis. Heaven approves of those who live not by 
bread alone, “but by every word that proceeds out of the 
mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4b).

Conclusion
There are specific acts of faith with which one must 

comply in order to be saved. We must give ear to the 
good news of Christ, we must believe it, repent of our 
sins, confess Jesus as the Son of God, and be baptized for 
the remission of our sins. But that is only the beginning. 
The true servant of the Savior seeks to adhere to all that is taught. And he continues to grow. And learn. And each 
day brings him one step closer to home.

The A.D. 70 Theory — A
Review of the Max King Doctrine

by Wayne Jackson

$6.00
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To avoid these temptations, do we stop having public 
prayers? The answer is no! We should pray at every op-
portunity and what better opportunity than when the 
whole church is come together in one place? The solu-
tion is to always remember that prayer, public or private, 
is a means by which Christians approach the throne of 
God. The nature of prayer is not for preaching lessons. It 
certainly isn’t a time for self-aggrandizement or to appeal 
to personal vanity.

It makes me wonder if men who lead public prayers 
haven’t forgotten that it is God who answers prayer not 
other men. I fear we are like the boy in our little story. We 
think if we are to get what we want, it must come from 
the people who hear us. God and God alone can grant our 
petitions provided they are within the scope of his will.

After giving the aforementioned warning, Jesus then 
gives a model prayer. After this manner therefore pray 
ye. Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on 
earth. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And bring 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil (one)” 
(Matt. 6:9-13). The prayer is profoundly simple.

We don’t need to only confine ourselves to the model. 
For example, we cannot pray, Thy kingdom come, for it 
has already come. It is the church. We do need to pray 
from the heart to God, not from the street corners to be 
heard by men.

God Isn’t Deaf

Glen Young

Two young boys were spending 
the night at their grandparents. At 
bedtime, the two boys knelt beside 
their beds to say their prayers when 
the youngest one began praying at 
the top of his lungs. “I pray for a new 
bicycle. I pray for a new play sta-
tion. I pray for a new VCR.” His older 
brother leaned over and nudged 
him saying, “Why are you shouting 

your prayers? God isn’t deaf.” To which the little brother 
replied, “No, but Grandma is!”

Men who lead prayer in our public assemblies need to 
pray to God, not to the audience. Jesus said, “And when 
ye pray, ye shall not be as the hypocrites: for they love 
to stand and pray in the synagogues and in the corners 
of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say 
unto you, They have received their reward. But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thine inner chamber, and 
having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, 
and thy Father who seeth in secret shall recompense 
thee. And in praying use not vain repetitions, as the 
Gentiles do: for they think that they shall be heard for 
their much speaking. Be not therefore like unto them: 
for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, 
before ye ask him” (Matt. 6:5-8).

There is a real temptation, when leading public prayer, 
to pray to people rather than to God. We have all heard 
public prayers that preached a sermon. Another tempta-
tion is to make long prayers. The effort to extend a prayer 
will cause one to repeat the same things over and over. I 
believe Jesus referred to this as vain repetitions.

12121 Regina-Belcher Hwy., Elkhorn City, Kentucky 41522 
gyoung@eastky.net

The solution is to always remember that prayer, public or private, is a  
means by which Christians approach the throne of God.
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First of all, they taught us. In Bible classes they gave us 
solid information that came from years of experience in 
serving the Lord. In Deuteronomy 32:7 we have a reading 
from the “Song of Moses” where he says, “Remember the 
days of old, consider the years of many generations, ask 
your father and he will show you; your elders and they 
will tell you.” Having the benefit of the wisdom of these 
“old folks” was far better than having anyone our own 
age to play with. They helped to bring us to a maturity 
far greater than any amount of play with our peers could 
have. Someone once said, and I can’t remember who it 
was, “Those who do not learn about the past are destined 
to repeat it.” We learned about the past. The struggles 
they went through to maintain their faith and to fight the 
liberal influences that came their way. Far better teaching 
than we could have gotten anywhere else. 

Second, they taught us the importance of brethren 
to one another. We all need each other, and we cannot 
deny it. Not only for our spiritual well-being, but in a lot 
of instances for our physical and mental well-being. In 
Hebrews 13:1, the Apostle Paul, if he is the writer of He-
brews, and I believe that he is, states, “Let brotherly love 
continue.” A short verse, but filled with power. Many of 
these “old folks” didn’t have anyone but their brethren. 
Some had children who lived far away and they never 
really got to see them. When there was a problem they 
called one of their brethren. Romans 12:10 sates, “Be 
kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in 
honor giving preference to one another.” I saw these “old 
folks” open their homes to one another. Take care of each 
other and love one another enough to say, “what’s mine 
is thine.” My mother always said that when she got old 

Old Folks

Jason E. Stringer

When I got the news that brother O.J. Willis had passed 
away, I must say that it had an effect on me. I got home 
the other afternoon and there was a message on the 
machine from Elsie Hale to let us know of his passing, and 
then I checked my e-mail and there was a message on a 
list service to which I subscribe from Mike Willis giving 
the information that I had just heard from Elsie. I must 
admit, that when I found out O.J. had passed away I had 
an emotional moment akin to those you feel when you 
have lost a close relative. My eyes welled up with tears 
for a few minutes and a touch of deep sadness filled my 
heart. I hadn’t seen O.J. in a number of years. For the past 
couple of years I had mentioned to my mother that we 
needed to go and visit him and Wilhelmina, but time 
just never was there. It’s sad too, because I don’t think 
he ever knew what kind of an influence he had on me, 
my brother, and other young folks that went to church 
in Groveton when he was there.

Often times living in Groveton when mom or pop 
would invite someone to attend services with us they 
would often say, “Oh, nothing but old folks go there,” as 
their excuse for not coming. I don’t think any of them 
meant it in a derogatory fashion, but the connotation was 
that as far as children were concerned, the Highway 287 
church of Christ had only a handful, mainly my brother 
and myself. At times we longed for companionship at 
church of those in our own age group. We couldn’t go 
and spend the night at friends’ houses on Saturday night 
because we knew where we were supposed to be on 
Sunday morning, and going somewhere else wouldn’t 
be right. But, having grown up in a congregation with 
“nothing but old folks” I can see some true advantages 
I had over those who had a younger crowd to hang 
around with.

“Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations, ask  
your father and he will show you; your elders and they will tell you.”
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she hoped there was someone like O.J. and Wilhelmina 
Willis to take care of her. As I sit here and think about it 
I know of three brethren, right off the top of my head, 
they shared their home with for years. 

There were many other things I learned from these “old 
folks” that would take too much space to mention. But 
one more thing is appropriate. In Revelation 2:10 Jesus 
said,    “. . .be thou faithful unto death, and I will give you 
the crown of life.” I learned faithfulness from these “old 
folks.” If people like O.J. and Wilhelmina, Jim Money, Butler   
Thompson, Madge Hill, James Turpin, Jody Harrott, Fred 
and Ruby Morris, and many others weren’t at the church 
building when the doors were open, we knew that they 
were sick and just couldn’t make it. 

Hebrews 10:25 says, “Forsaking not the assembling 
of yourselves together as is the habit of some, and so 
much the more as you see the day approaching.” No 

matter how they felt, and many times they were in pain, 
agony, and misery, most of these “old folks” were in the 
assembly. Their bodies may have ached, their eyes may 
not have focused just right, their hands trembled many 
times, but they knew the rewards of faithful service to 
God, and I thank God that I was able to witness that 
faithfulness myself.

I suppose an ideal thing would be for children to have 
a good mix of “old folks” and their peers in the assembly. 
We need to go about and do our best to train children 
so that their will always be a faithful group of brethren 
teaching the truth. However, if and or when I ever have 
children of my own, if I have to make a choice between the 
congregation that has the high percentage of younger 
people or a high percentage of “old folks,” believe me, I 
choose the “old folks.” They did so much for me when I 
was young, and I want my children to have the benefits 

Bible Doors 
Johnie Edwards

The word “door” can be found about 173 times in the Bible. It is a study worth our time as it points out some valu-

4001 E. 3rd St., Bloomington, Indiana 47401

able truths to us. Thus, we take a look at some doors of 
the Bible:

l. The Ark Door. When God gave Noah the “fashion” for 
the building of the ark, He said, “. . . and the door of the 
ark shalt thou set in the side thereof” (Gen. 6:15-16). The 
ark door became the means of entrance into the ark from 
the flood-waters. After the ark was finished, the Bible says 
that “. . . the Lord shut him in” (Gen. 7:l6). 

2. An Open Door. Even in the midst of many adversar-
ies Paul was always looking for an open door to be able 
to teach others. He told the Corinthians, “But I will tarry 
at Ephesus until Pentecost. For a great door and effectual 
is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries” (1 
Cor. l6:9). He further wrote, “Furthermore, when I came to 
Troas, to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was opened 
unto me of the Lord” (2 Cor. 2:12). Every child of God 
ought to be looking for an open door or a door of op-
portunity to make people aware of the saving gospel of 

our Lord (2 Tim. 2:2; 1 Tim. 4:16).

3. Door Of Salvation. John recorded, “Behold, I stand at 
the door, and knock: If any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, 

and he with me” (Rev. 3:20). Jesus said, 
“I am the door” by me if any man enter 
in, he shall be saved . . .” (John l0:9). If 
we expect to be saved, we must come 
through the Christ-door if we expect to 
reach the Father (John 14:6).

4. Heaven’s Door. John said, “. . . I 
looked, and behold, a door was opened 

in heaven” (Rev. 4:l). Stephen of Acts 7:56 also saw heaven 
opened. 
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vegetation. As you walked through that grass it felt like 
snakes must be swimming all around your legs.

We slugged our way out to a depth a little more than 
waist high, and there I baptized him. No problem! We 
made our way back to the bank, and the happy event 
was half over.

Now it was time to baptize the young lady. She was 
short and very, very heavy. It was immediately apparent 
that she was not accustomed to being in water such 
as this and with the mud and the water grass swirling 
around her legs, she was in fact terrified! With her weight 
and fear, I figured I needed more depth, so I led her out 
to where the water was pretty well up under her arm 
pits. Over and over I tried to calm and reassure her. I said 
what I had to say and proceeded to immerse her. As the 
water came up around her head and face, she panicked! 
It was obvious that if she could get out of my grasp  she 
would head for the bank. I knew she really wanted to be 
baptized, but it occurred to me that as terrified as she was, 
if she got out of the water, it might be almost impossible 
to get her back. So, with one mighty thrust, I put her well 
down into the water! She came up like an explosion. It 
looked like she had at least three legs and four arms as 
she made for the shore.

As I remember, they did not bother to go in and change 
their clothes; they all jumped into their cars and sped 
away. That night none of them attended the service. I 
became a little uneasy. Were they all mad at me? Did they 
feel that I had mistreated her? The woman’s husband and 
father-in-law were pretty husky fellows. I weighed about 
125 on a rainy day. Was I going to get whipped the next 
time we met?

No. It could not have worked out better. When they 
got home, they all agreed. Even though the lady had 
been terrified, she really wanted to be baptized. And, she 
had been. Mission accomplished. It was over. She was a 
Christian. She had obeyed the gospel and everyone was 
happy. Of course I knew nothing of their feelings.

From an Old Preacher’s Journal

It was a typical August Sunday. Already hot when the 
sun came up. The drive out to the little white frame build-
ing was uneventful. Someone had already opened all the 
windows and distributed the paper fans provided by the 
local funeral home. In those days there was almost always 
a noisy, rumbling window fan in one of the back windows. 
That was several years before air conditioning.

Attendance in worship was about 50. None of the 
men wore a coat and the only thing that distinguished 
the preacher was a necktie. And sometimes his tie came 
off too.

The sermon that morning was a study of: “The Corin-
thian Church.” When the invitation was extended, a young 
married couple came forward. We heard them confess 
their faith that Jesus is the son of God. We all rejoiced and 
there were the usual tears of joy by the parents of those 
about to become Christians.

When the service was dismissed, the brethren began to 
make plans to go to a member’s pond for the baptizing. 
As I remember there were only two church buildings with 
baptistries in the entire county. All of the country church-
es used rivers, creeks, lakes, and ponds year around. (Not 
bad in summer but bone chilling in winter.)

The church always used this brother’s pond and his 
wife kept an ample supply of all sizes of clothing both 
for men and women on hand for these occasions. Those 
about to be baptized would change clothing in the 
farmer’s bedrooms and then their clothing would be dry 
to wear home.

This was my first experience at this place and it left 
much to be desired. I led the young man out first. The 
bottom of the pond must have had at least four inches of 
thick, oozy, gooy mud. Each step was sloop, sloop, sloop, 
as one pulled his feet up and out of the mire for the next 
step. If that were not bad enough, the bottom of the pond 
was also covered with some kind of foot-high, grass-like 

Country Baptism
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The next time we met, the men came directly to me 
and commended me for handling the matter so deci-

How can we eat the flesh and blood of Jesus?  He said, 
“He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise him up on the last day” (v. 54). Don’t 
apply that to the Lord’s supper, please! If you do, you will 
have Jesus saying that those who eat the Lord’s supper 
have eternal life. That is simply not true. There are many 
who eat the Lord’s supper who do not have eternal life.

The parallel verse in this passage is verse 40: “For this 
is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the 
Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and I 
Myself will raise him up on the last day.” That is exactly 
parallel to verse 54. The one explains the other. When 
Jesus said that we must eat his flesh and drink his blood 
he was saying that we must behold him as the Son and 
believe in him. 

The food we must eat is spiritual food. It is the word 
which comes from Jesus Christ. If we eat this food, taking 
it into our minds and letting it change our lives, we will 
have eternal life and he will raise us up on the last day. 
This is what Jesus was teaching in John 6.

John 6 — Not the Lord’s Supper
Brethren, when you read John 6:35-58, or portions of 

it, at the serving of the Lord’s supper, you are misapplying 
the passage. Jesus is not talking about the Lord’s supper. 
He is talking about believing his word.

Jesus had fed 5000 men, plus women and children, 
with five loaves and two fish. The multitude followed him 
across the Sea of Galilee. When they found him, Jesus said, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you 
saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves, and were 
filled. Do not work for the food which perishes, but for 
the food which endures to eternal life” (John 6:26-27). At 
once that should tell us that Jesus was not talking about 
food which we can eat with our mouths. He was talking 
about his word.

The multitude didn’t want to understand. They said, 
“Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 
written, ‘he gave them bread out of heaven to eat’” (v. 
31). They were quite willing to follow Jesus if he would 
feed them more bread and fish. Jesus answered, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the 
bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you 
the true bread out of heaven. For the bread of God is that 
which comes down out of heaven and gives life to the 
world” (vv. 32-33). He then explained, “I am the bread of 
life” (v. 35). 

P.O. Box 324, Eshowe, 3815 South Africa                                                                
E-mail: bible@netactive.co.za

Paul K. Williams

Life In The Son
by Robert Shank

In a study of all pertinent New Testament Scriptures, the author demonstrates that the supposed proof  
passages have been misconstrued by advocates of the doctrine of eternal (unconditional) security.

Price — $14.99



Truth Magazine — November 18, 1999                                                    (682) 10

The Christian’s outlook is different 
from the world. His values are  

different, his goals are different,  
and his philosophy of life is differ-

acting. 

Brother Roberts also accepts 
the standard geologic column that 
is presented in evolutionary text-
books. Rejecting the concept of a 
cataclysmic, world-destroying flood, 
brother Robert’s believes that the 
deluge of Noah was a rather tranquil 
phenomenon that left little or no 
evidence in the fossil record. Ac-
cording to him, the fossil record is 
not a testament to God’s judgment 
of the ante-deluvian world; rather, it 
is evidence of the gradual unfolding 
of God’s creative power. He believes 
that God’s creative handiwork can 
best be explained by an adapta-
tion of Steven Jay Gould’s Theory 
of Punctuated Equilibrium. Gould, 
an atheistic evolutionist to the core, 
argues the fossil record indicates that 
immense periods of time elapsed 
with little change in living things, but 
every so often, this state of tranquil 
uniformity was interrupted by short 
periods of rapid change. According 
to Gould, such change was unguided 
and purposeless, the result of ac-
cidental and random mutations. 
According to Roberts, the agency 
of such change was God. Millions of 
years passed, and then “poof,” God 
created fish; millions of years passed, 
then “poof,” God created mammals; 
millions of years passed, then “poof,” 
God created man. 

Consequences of a New Hermeneutic

What Happens When We Mythologize Part 
of Genesis?

Mark Mayberry

I attended a Lord I Believe Semi-
nar back in the spring of 1996, and 
came away with decidedly mixed 
feelings. Much of the program was 
highly commendable. Brother Hill 
Roberts did a superb job of using 
statistical probability to show that 
it was impossible for life to have 
originated by chance. Yet, there were 
several aspects of the presentation 
that trouble me. In particular, I am 
concerned about brother Robert’s 
approach to the book of Genesis, 
especially as it relates to the issue of 
time and the age of the earth. 

Brother Hill Roberts accepts the 
standard geologic time table, which 
says that the universe is approxi-
mately 15 billion years old and the 
earth is around 4.5 billion years old. 
He gives the superficial appearance 
of accepting the Genesis account 
of creation, but when the issue 
is pressed, it becomes manifestly 
evident that he does not interpret 
the early chapters of Genesis in a 
straightforward, literal manner. He 
finesses the language so that it sup-
ports his presuppositions. Simply 
put, brother Robert’s believes that 
God conceived of the plan of cre-
ation in six literal days, but then took 
billions of years implementing that 
plan. In other words, God spent six 
days thinking and 4.5 billion years 

The entire  
             structure 
of        evolution-

ary thought is based on  
the premise that God 
does not exist. Working 
from that assumption, 
scientists derive some 
naturalistic way of  
explaining the origins  
of life, the development 
of the earth, the  
geologic column, etc. 
These obvious biases 
must be weighed  
whenever we consider 
their claims.
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treats the Genesis account as some-
thing less than actual history. Is this 
approach valid? How should we 
interpret the Biblical account of cre-
ation? Is the book of Genesis poetry 
or prose? Is it fact or fiction? Is it a 
myth, a fable, an allegory?

According to Nelson’s Illustrated 
Bible Dictionary, hermeneutics are 
“the principles and methods used 
to interpret a given passage of Scrip-
ture. Bible scholars believe a biblical 
text must be interpreted according 
to the language in which it was writ-
ten, its historical context, the identity 
and purpose of the author, its literary 
nature, and the situation to which it 
was originally addressed.”1

The Bible contains various types 
of literature. The Psalms are poetic. 
Proverbs contain pithy statements 
of Hebrew wisdom. Ezekiel, Daniel, 
and Revelation employ apocalyp-
tic imagery. Occasionally biblical 
authors use allegoric, hyperbolic, 
and metaphorical language. Jesus 
often spoke in parables. However, 
most of the Bible is written in a 
straightforward fashion and should 
be understood literally. 

How should we understand Gen-
esis 1-11? Genesis 12-50 is obviously 
a historical narrative, but what about 
the first few chapters of the book? 
There is no stylistic change between 
the two sections. In fact, they are 
not two distinct sections at all. The 
only difference is that Genesis 1-11 
deals with the history of the world 
before Abraham, while chapters 12-
50 focus on the life of Abraham and 
his descendants. The entire book 
of Genesis purports to be a factual, 
historical account of God’s early deal-
ings with mankind. Those who are 
honest with the text will interpret 
it in a straightforward manner. Nev-
ertheless, men such as Hill Roberts, 
Hugh Ross, and John Clayton, re-
interpret Genesis because of their 
infatuation with the pronounce-
ments of modern science. 

Science is driving modern culture, 

but most of us haven’t even got li-
cense plates. We are inundated with 
various claims of science, all of which 
purport to be authoritative. Yet, few 
people have scientific expertise. 
Most of us are left to wonder which 
claims are true and which are false.

Every day brings some new scien-
tific pronouncement. Unfortunately, 
much of what passes for science is 
more rightly called “junk science.” 
What do we mean? “Junk science” is 
bad science, untested and unproven 
science. It is used to further special 
agendas, such as personal injury law-
yers who sue large corporations. It is 
used to support the latest warnings 
from the food police. It is used to 
bolster the claims of “Chicken Little” 
environmentalists. It is used to justify 
wacky social programs dreamed up 
by the helping professionals of the 
Nanny State. It is employed by over 
zealous regulators who attempt to 
expand their bureaucratic power 
and budgets. It is used by unethical 
corporations to make bogus and 
fraudulent product claims. It is used 
by slick politicians campaigning for 
elective office and wanna-be scien-
tists seeking fame and fortune. 

We also would do well to be skep-
tical of many of the pronouncements 
of evolutionary scientists. Christians 
are honest enough to admit their 
presuppositions, but evolutionists 
often are not! The entire structure 
of evolutionary thought is based on 
the premise that God does not ex-
ist. Working from that assumption, 
scientists derive some naturalistic 
way of explaining the origins of life, 
the development of the earth, the 
geologic column, etc. These obvious 
biases must be weighed whenever 
we consider their claims.

Science has greatly improved our 
quality of life, and for this we should 
be thankful. In many ways, science is 
trustworthy. However, over the years, 
science has been wrong on a variety 
of issues. Scientific claims are often 
confusing and contradictory. The 
experts often meet themselves com-

In this manner, Hill Roberts ac-
commodates the prevailing views of 
modern science, and also insulates 
himself against the charge that he is 
a theistic evolutionist. To his credit, 
brother Robert’s does not believe 
in amoebae to man evolution; he 
completely rejects the concept 
of evolution involving changes in 
kinds and transitional forms. Nev-
ertheless, I believe that his teaching 
undermines the gospel message. 
The position that Roberts espouses, 
which is remarkably similar to that 
of Hugh Ross, chief advocate of the 
doctrine of Progressive Creation, is 
contrary to a straightforward un-
derstanding of Scripture. I believe 
brother Robert’s has compromised 
Biblical truth in an effort to accom-
modate scientific theory. Trusting 
the assertions of modern science, he 
has dramatically reinterpreted the 
obvious and forthright teachings of 
Genesis 1-11. 

Why does Hill Roberts take this 
approach? In private correspon-
dence with me dated 16-April-1996, 
Hill wrote, “The answer is simple: 
based on the physical data it is more 
reasonable scientifically to believe 
the earth is old than young. Given 
that, does Genesis necessarily con-
flict with that data? No, not if read 
very, very precisely, literally, in the 
original paleo-Hebrew language 
with the illumination of God’s natural 
revelation being used in parallel. A 
preacher of God’s Word must be just 
as willing to turn on that light as a 
scientist must be willing to hear the 
word. They are both the revelation 
of God about his creation. To pick 
one over the other is the same as 
picking Romans over James: it gives 
a distorted result.”

Hill Roberts believes that science 
has proven that the earth is old. He 
must therefore reinterpret Genesis 
1-11 to fit this assumption. He claims 
that he is being very precise and very 
literal in his approach to Genesis. 
However, in truth, brother Robert’s 
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ing and going. For example, one week it is claimed 
that coffee is good for you; the next week it is bad. 
Many studies have been done to see if there is a 
direct link between caffeine and/or coffee drinking 
and coronary heart disease. The scientific evidence 
is conflicting, and the results are inconsistent. 

Several years ago, environmental activists shout-
ed, “Alar on apples causes cancer!” Expert witnesses 
were brought in to hype the danger. The news me-
dia provided extensive coverage of Meryl Streep’s 
testimony before Congress. However, later these claims 
were refuted. Eventually the propagandists were forced 
to say, “Never mind,” but their retraction received scant 
media coverage.

Now the gloom and doom crowd has a new issue: 
Toothpaste. A new study from the University of Buffalo 
claims the hydrogen peroxide in your whitening tooth-
paste may be a cancer promoter. So kids, it is O.K. to quit 
brushing your teeth! You heard it from the experts.

For years, skeptics and unbelievers have used science 
to attack the Bible. It is said that evolution is a proven fact. 
This is not merely a gross overstatement; it is an outright 
falsehood. In the realm of science, it is important that we 
recognize the difference between a hypothesis, a theory 
and a law. We also need to recognize how each is subject 
to revision.

When a scientist observes a given phenomenon and 
then makes an educated guess as to what might cause 
the phenomenon, that guess is called a hypothesis. Af-
terwards, the scientist will work against the hypothesis, 
testing it by a series of experiments, to see if it holds up. 
It may quickly be disproved and discarded. It may fit the 
facts perfectly. However, there is a greater probability 
that the hypothesis will need to be modified or revised 
as additional evidence is considered.

As a hypothesis is subjected to repeated testing, it 
usually becomes more focused and refined. If, over an 
extended period of time, all the evidence seems to fit the 
hypothesis, then it may come to be viewed as a theory. 
Yet, even at this point, scientists still acknowledge the 
possibility that some additional evidence may show up 
that will disprove the theory. 

As the evidence builds over many years, scientists may 
eventually decide that this theory could not be wrong, 
and they start calling it a law. Nevertheless, a law is 
subject to the same demands as a theory. Additional evi-
dence may be discovered that cannot be accounted for 
according to the existing law. Over time, it may become 
obvious that a law needs to be modified. Laws change 
much more slowly than do theories or hypothesis. How-
ever, even laws of science are subject to revision.

A ready example of this revision process, even as it 
applies to the laws of science, comes from the realm of 
physics. Prior to 1945, physics or chemistry textbooks 
affirmed there were two fundamental laws of physics: (1) 
the law of conservation of mass and (2) the law of con-
servation of energy. These laws were viewed as separate 
and unrelated. 

However, extensive work in atomic laboratories re-
vealed that the original understanding scientists had of 
physics was simply not true. Energy cannot be created 
or destroyed. Mass can be turned into energy, and vice-
versa, but the sum total of energy in the universe never 
changes. Thus it became evident that the law of conserva-
tion of mass and the law of conservation of energy were 
not two separate things. Mass and energy are now viewed 
as different manifestations of the same thing.

For example, the energy in a hydrogen bomb results 
from the fusion (combining) of hydrogen atoms. Four 
molecules of hydrogen are fused into a molecule of 
helium. The resulting atomic weight of that one helium 
molecule is less than the sum of the four incoming hydro-
gen molecules. That mass has now become energy. It is 
no longer mass in the old sense of the word. Thus, instead 
of viewing mass and energy as separate, scientists now 
view them as different manifestations of the same things. 
Thus, a fundamental law of science had to be revised to 
accommodate additional evidence.

Despite the strident assertion of propagandists, evo-
lution is not a proven fact. The theory of evolution falls 
outside the realm of empirical science. The steps of evolu-
tion have never been observed. Evolution is not subject 
to experimentation because the time required would 
exceed the lifetime of any human observer. It is impos-
sible to reproduce evolution in the laboratory. It cannot 
be proven true or falsified. Therefore, evolution cannot 
even rightly be considered a theory. At best, evolution 
is a hypothesis, a guess, a working idea, and a starting 
point for further investigation.

Thus, a hypothesis, a theory, or even an accepted law 
of science can change over time. Each of these ideas can 
be recognized as incorrect and may have to be radically 
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modified to correspond to present evidence. Therefore, 
we should be very cautious regarding any apparent dis-
crepancy between science and the Bible.

Nevertheless, many are inclined to put absolute faith 
in the proclamation of science. If there is an apparent dis-
crepancy between the science and the Bible, then science 
must be right and the Bible must be wrong. Therefore, 
the proclamation of science is elevated to a position of 
superiority, and the Bible must be reinterpreted so as to 
harmonize with science.

This is exactly what Hill Roberts does with the book 
of Genesis. He gives an entirely unnatural meaning to 
chapters 1-11 in order to accommodate current scientific 
opinions. He attempts to balance God’s natural revela-
tion and his special revelation of truth. He believes the 
two should be used in parallel; we should allow God’s 
natural revelation to illuminate his spiritual revelation. 
Remember our earlier quote from the pen of Hill Roberts: 
“A preacher of God’s Word must be just as willing to turn 
on that light (i.e., the illumination that comes from God’s 
natural revelation, MM) as a scientist must be willing to 
hear the word. They are both the revelation of God about 
his creation. To pick one over the other is the same as 
picking Romans over James: it gives a distorted result.” 
However, in the theology of Hill Roberts, Hugh Ross, and 
John Clayton, God’s natural revelation is treated with 
more reverence than the Sacred Text. Nature is given 
priority. More specifically, man’s pronouncements about 
nature are given priority. If there is a conflict between 
man’s scientific pronouncements and Biblical truth, man’s 
wisdom wins out. The scientific opinions of men are ac-
cepted at face value while the Holy Scriptures must be 
reinterpreted.

Once we accept the notion that modern scientific 
theory carries equal authority with the Holy Scriptures, 
then “Katy, Bar the Door!” The Bible must inevitably be 
subverted. Hill Roberts wants to reinterpret Genesis 
so that it harmonizes with the theories of evolutionary 
geologists. Others will try to reinterpret the moral teach-
ing of Scripture so that it harmonizes with the latest 
pronouncements of the social sciences.

If the modern views of feminism are correct, then 
Paul was obviously a male chauvinist and his statements 
regarding the role of women must be reinterpreted (1 
Cor. 14:34; 1 Tim. 2:12-15). If the modern views of the 
behavioral sciences regarding homosexuality are correct, 
then the Biblical injunctions against this practice reflects 
the homophobic bias of an unenlightened age, and they 
must be reinterpreted (Lev. 18:22; Rom. 1:26-27). If the 
modern views of radical environmentalists are correct, 
then the scriptural affirmation of man’s dominion over 
nature is obviously false and must be reinterpreted (Gen. 

1:27-30; Ps. 8:4-9). If the modern views of child-rearing 
experts are correct, many statements in the Bible regard-
ing the need for corporal discipline are incorrect and must 
be abandoned (Prov. 13:24; 22:15). 

Who is to say that the pronouncements of a geologist 
are more important than those of a sociologist? Both 
claim to be authoritative in their respective disciplines. 
If we elevate “scientific” opinion to the level of Scripture, 
then unbelievers and skeptics will become the gate-
keepers of spiritual knowledge and wisdom. The wise, 
the mighty and the noble of this world will become the 
final arbitrators of biblical truth. However, Paul said those 
who belong to this class are often devoid of truth. They 
are entirely too sophisticated to appreciate the simple 
wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:18-31). They have a tin ear when 
it comes to hearing the music of the spheres. Spiritual 
truths do not resonate in their hearts. They are deaf, and 
dumb, and blind.

In every age, man has thought that his wisdom was 
superior to that of God. So he attempts to explain away 
much of God’s Word, based on his own great wisdom. Yet, 
in each case, it was but a short time until further study 
proved him wrong and made his reinterpretation of God’s 
Word the laughing stock of all knowing people. 

This sad process has been repeated time and time 
again. One hundred years ago, the biblical references 
to the Hittites were treated with great skepticism (Gen. 
15:18-21). Because no reference to the Hittites had been 
found outside the Bible, many skeptics doubted the au-
thenticity of the sacred text. However, thanks to modern 
archaeological discoveries, today the Hittites and Hittite 
culture are well known. 

Critics continue to question the Bible. Modern scholar-
ship argues that the children of Israel were an indigenous 
race of Canaanites who created the Exodus myth to set 
themselves apart from their neighbors. Along this same 
line, contemporary scholars say there is no evidence 
that David ever existed. Rather, they assert that his life 
and reign were fabricated in order to provide a motivat-
ing pseudo-historical culture for later Jews. Surely Hill 
Roberts knows all this. What effect will it have on his 
theology? Hill rejects the literal historicity of Genesis 1-11 
because of modern science and scholarship. How long 
will it be before he also abandons other significant por-
tions of Old Testament history? What other passages will 
he attempt to reinterpret? Once we begin to be swayed 
by biblical critics, there is no sure stopping place!

There is only one thing that will stand: God’s Word 
and the simple understanding of the person who takes 
God at his word. The 19th Century critics have come 
and gone, but the Word of God remains. 20th Century 
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critics will be similarly discredited, but God’s Word will 
continue to stand. The sadness and shame of it all is 
that so many Christians heed the critics. They deify the 
wisdom of men and discount the wisdom of God. In a 
state of acute embarrass- ment, they try to explain away 
the Scriptures. They try to tell us that God really did not 
mean what he said. All this reminds me of an old poem 
by John Clifford:

“Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith’s door
And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime;
When looking in, I saw upon the floor,
Old hammers worn with beating years of time.

“‘How many anvils have you had,’ said I,
To wear and batter all these hammers so?’
‘Just one,’ said he; then said with twinkling eye,
The anvil wears the hammer out, you know.’

“And so, I thought, the anvil of God’s Word
For ages skeptic’s blows have beat upon;
Yet, though the noise of falling blows was heard,
The anvil is unharmed — the hammers gone!”

In closing, I would like to make a few additional com-
ments about Hill Roberts’ apparent partial acceptance of 
the latest model of evolutionary thought. In discussing 
the fossil record, brother Robert’s clearly shows there 
are no transitional fossils in the geologic column. He 
skillfully exposes the flaws of the Darwinian model, and 
points out that many leading evolutionary biologists 
now reject the idea of slow, incremental change. Instead, 
the current fad in certain evolutionary circles is Steven J. 
Gould’s Punctuated Equilibrium Theory. According to this 
explanation, long periods of little change in living things 
are interrupted by short periods of rapid change.

Hill Roberts argues that the fossil record supports this 
basic concept. I was struck by his effort to harmonize this 
model with the biblical account of creation. In describ-
ing Punctuated Equilibrium, he said, “Now doesn’t that 
sound like what is recorded in the book of Genesis: God 
said . . . God said . . . God said . . . let their be life . . .” Yet, 
in my opinion, Hill’s approach is no different, at least in 
principle, from the theistic evolutionists of yesteryear 
who tried to accommodate the Darwinian model and 
uniformitarianism.

What is brother Robert’s going to do when Gould’s 
Theory of Punctuated Equilibrium goes out of style and 
is replaced by another idea in a few short years? In fact, 
it has already been rejected by many evolutionists. A 
recent comment about Gould is quite interesting: “Even 
his critics grant that Dr. Gould is popular with lay readers, 
but this has also made him a favorite target of attack. In 
The New York Review of Books last year, John Maynard 
Smith, a prominent British evolutionist, said of him that 

‘the evolutionary biologist with whom I have discussed 
his work tend to see him as a man whose ideas are so 
confused as to be hardly worth bothering with, but as 
one who should not be publicly criticized because he is 
at least on our side against the creationists.’”2

Those who feel compelled to accommodate the Bible 
to the latest pronouncements of science are hooking 
their wagon to an unstable star. Scientific theories quickly 
change. (Are we experiencing global warming, or is the 
earth about to enter another ice age? Science has af-
firmed both in recent years.) Shall we be forced to run 
back and forth, always shouting “Me too! Me too! Me too!” 
Those who compromised their faith in order to accommo-
date Darwinianism look mighty foolish today. I suspect 
the same thing will one day be said about those who try 
to adapt the Scriptures to a Gouldian belief system.

The clear lesson is this: Don’t compromise the truth 
of God’s Word in a futile effort to gain respectability in 
a world of unbelievers. Remember that leaders in evo-
lutionary thought have utter contempt for Creationists 
of every stripe! Mr. Gould is an atheist. I am sure he feels 
nothing but scorn for those who would attempt to har-
monize his Theory of Punctuated Equilibrium with the 
Bible. We are not going to win any brownie-points with 
those of his ilk by trying to find a “reasonable” compro-
mise between the Bible and modern scientific theory!

As I said at the start of this article, much of the material 
presented in Lord I Believe Seminars is highly commend-
able. However, I have serious reservations about Hill 
Roberts’ approach in the aforementioned areas, espe-
cially regarding the age of the earth. He has deified the 
prevailing theories of modern science, and then wrested 
the Scriptures to make them conform to those theories. 
Brother Roberts is so wedded to the accuracy of physics 
and the standard evolutionary framework for interpret-
ing the data that he cannot figure that the data could be 
interpreted in a different way.

Like his champions Hugh Ross and John Clayton, Hill 
Roberts argues that the age of the earth is a trivial point. 
Considering the emphasis that these men give to the is-
sue of time, it is highly ironic that they would call this an 
irrelevant issue. It is significant. The issue is inseparably 
linked to the Gospel and the inerrancy of Scripture. Our 
view of Genesis is foundational. Most significant Bible 
doctrines are rooted in the book of Genesis. So also is our 
understanding of who we are. If you cannot trust Genesis 
to be literally true and understandable, how can you trust 
the rest of the Bible? 

For thousands of years, a literal and straightforward 
reading of Genesis has led God’s people to believe that 
the universe was created in six literal days, the earth is 
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only a few thousand years old, the earth was created 
before the stars, vegetation was created before the sun, 
man was created in the beginning (not at the tail end 
of an enormously long period of earth history), and 
the flood was global cataclysm (not merely a localized 
phenomena). The Hill Roberts, Hugh Ross, and John 
Clayton doctrine of Progressive Creationism contradicts 
all these beliefs. They claim to have finally discovered how 
to correctly interpret Genesis, after thousands of years 
of misunderstanding. Such an audacious claim should 
automatically raise a red flag of warning.

Rejection of the literal biblical account of creation will 
negatively affect the church. Those who accept the evolu-
tionary time table find themselves on a path of increasing 
confusion and uncertainty about how to interpret the rest 
of the Scriptures. When uniformitarianism and Darwin-
ism captivated the minds of leading religious thinkers 
in the 1800s, many mainstream denominations started 

down a road that would end in a complete repudiation of 
the historic Christian faith. One step inevitably followed 
another. Having compromised their belief in the Genesis 
account, they began to question other Scriptures. Soon 
doubts arose concerning the authorship of the Penta-
teuch, the Exodus from Egypt, the miracles of the Old 
and New Testaments, the prophetic books of the Bible, 
the virgin birth of Christ, his life, his teachings, and his 
resurrection.

A general looseness toward the book of Genesis has al-
ready been manifest among our liberal brethren. Teachers 
at Abilene Christian University have taught that Genesis 
is a myth. Such views are the handmaidens of digression. 
Our liberal brethren are rushing headlong into complete 
apostasy. Are conservative brethren poised to follow the 
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“Leave Me Alone!”
Walton Weaver

When God rejected Cain’s offering, he must have felt the cards were stacked against 
him. His response was, according to Genesis 4:5, that he became “very angry, and 
his countenance fell.” His disposition was such that not only did he get angry at God, 
but he stayed angry. He could cry “unfair” all he liked, still he had to deal with reality, 
which was this conflict over his offering. But, instead of dealing with it, he became so 
dejected that “his face fell.” Cain was like Lucy in the comic strip. She was obviously 
distressed. Charlie Brown kept coming to her rescue, offering Kool-Aid, a candy bar, 
a glass of chocolate milk. Then he asked, “Can I do anything else?” Lucy stormed out, 
“Leave me alone. I just want to be miserable!” That was Cain. He wanted to be miser-
able. He was hurt. It made him angry and he refused to be comforted.

Cain, Our Contemporary
Cain wasn’t the first to cry “Leave me alone!” and he wouldn’t be the last. His par-

ents did it with their fig-leaf aprons. Job did it. “Leave me alone!” he cried (Job 7:16), 
and perhaps in our own way of thinking, with some justification. But God is saying to 
Job and to us that there is a mystery in suffering that he hasn’t seen fit to reveal yet. 
This desire to be left alone forces us to identify with Cain — he becomes one of us, 
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our own contemporary — for we must admit that 
we too get angry at God and sometimes take it out 
on other people. Of course we are wrong when we 
do so, as was Cain.

Cain refused to be comforted because his jeal-
ousy so wounded his pride until it permeated 
every corner of his existence. Hurt pride turned to 
anger which resulted in suspicion; that suspicion 
became hatred and this hatred was projected onto 
his brother Abel — the scapegoat! Sometimes we 
detest what is in us so that we deny it is there and 
dump on others. Cain couldn’t take it out on God so 
his brother Abel would do just fine.

It is true that this is an ancient story, but the feelings 
it brings to the surface are current. Occasions for hurt 
pride and anger are numerous for people in our time 
just as they were in the day of Cain. How we react to 
them constructively is one of our greatest challenges. 
Cain chose the wrong way. He denied it and projected it. 
Blinded by his pain, it didn’t matter to him that Abel was 
his brother. He ignored God’s warning and his promise. 
He just wanted to be left alone.

We Are Never Left Alone
We don’t have to live too long until we learn that life 

won’t leave us alone. The Internal Revenue Service won’t 
leave us alone. Our families won’t. The church won’t; 
neither will God. He didn’t let Sodom alone or Nineveh 
or Jerusalem or Babylon. The Bible is a record of a God 
who won’t leave us alone. He will bother us when we err. 
Moses didn’t let the Hebrews alone in Egyptian slavery. 
Nathan the prophet didn’t leave King David alone when 
he callously murdered Uriah the Hittite. “Thou art the 
man!” thundered the prophet. Elijah didn’t let Jezebel 
alone for stealing Naboth’s vineyard. Jesus didn’t let Zac-
chaeus alone, or Peter, or Mary. John the Baptist didn’t let 
Herodias alone for her commitment of adultery.

And God didn’t let Cain alone in his agony. “The Lord 
said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry? . . . If you do not do well, 
sin is couching at the door; its desire is for you, but you 
must master it’” (Gen. 4:6-7). But Cain didn’t heed God’s 
warning. Then God promised his care, “If you do well, will 
you not be accepted?” (v. 7a).

Cain didn’t hear God’s promise very well either. All he 
could see was God preferring Abel’s offering. His hurt 
feelings caused him to want to strike out in a revengeful 
way. The problem with this kind of response to God’s 
rejection of his offering was that vengeance is an emo-
tional word and it was these feelings that were about to 
get him into serious trouble. And what we often do not 
realize is that most of us have some appetite for it too. It 
is so natural when we think we have been wronged; our 

gut reaction is to retaliate.  If we are not careful we will 
find ourselves following the “way of Cain” by subscribing 
to the popular philosophy, “Don’t get mad, get even.”  It 
was this philosophy that led Cain to kill his brother Abel 
(v. 8).  But it cost him severely.

 We Can’t Fool God, Nor Can We Ignore Him
At last Cain thought he was free of the sheepherder, 

but God wouldn’t leave him alone. You see, the problem 
was, God missed Abel. So he came to Cain to inquire 
about him. His question must have irked Cain sorely. But 
he had lost control of the situation. It is when we have 
lost control that God always steps in. “Where is Abel your 
brother?” God asked (v. 9). To protect himself Cain lied, “I 
do not know.” Then he insulted God, sarcastically asking, 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” Cain tried to play innocent 
but quickly learned that he couldn’t fool God. He failed 
to see that what he did to his brother affected God, too. 
And although he didn’t “keep his brother,” God said he 
was “his brother’s keeper.” We are responsible for what 
we do.

And God keeps coming back and reminding us of 
our responsibility. This time he asked Cain, “What have 
you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying 
out to me from the ground” (v. 10). God has no place in 
his world for a person who refuses to be responsible for 
others. Neither did Jesus who said, “As you did it to one 
of the least of these . . . you did it to me” (Matt. 25:40). 
The consequences of Cain’s behavior was due to his 
irresponsibility. To Cain God said, “You are cursed from 
the ground . . .” (v. 11). And Cain became a vagabond, “a 
fugitive and a wanderer” (v. 14).

What was Cain’s attitude toward these consequences 
of his wrongdoing? It appears that at first he just brushed 
it off.  But then the loneliness began to gnaw at him. Sup-
pose someone should harm him like he did his brother 
Abel? Cain learned fast that pain is possible to those who 
are out of step with God.  He was fair game to all. He came 
to his moment of truth when he sadly cried, “My punish-
ment is greater than I can bear” (v. 13).
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The God of Mercy
But God still cared for Cain. He persistently dogged 

him. He proved himself to be the “hound of heaven,” 
as someone has described him. God simply would not 
leave Cain alone. He wouldn’t leave him alone in judg-
ment, now he wouldn’t leave him alone in mercy. He 
promised Cain his protection. God tempered his judg-
ment with mercy, doing for Cain what Cain refused to 
do for Abel — be his keeper. As a sign of his protection, 
God put a mark on Cain’s forehead (v. 15). The mark is 
not to be misrepresented as a curse, but a sign of mercy, 
intended for Cain’s protection. God is merciful even to 
a murderer, and that can only be good news for those 
familiar with failure.

“Then Cain went away from the presence of the Lord, 
and dwelt in the land of Nod, east of Eden” (v. 16). Nod 
means “fugitive” or “wandering.” Absence from God is the 
result of Cain’s conflict. Cain lived in a constant state of 
transition and restlessness. Unable to be at home any-
where, he was doomed to wander in vain.

This is the “way of Cain” mentioned by the writer of 
Jude (v. 11). By the time the New Testament was written, 
this sort of behavior had been coined the “way of Cain.” 
It stood for the cynic, skeptic, materialist, who believed 
neither in God nor moral order in the world. Cain is the 
epitome of a man who tried to live exactly as he pleased. 
And those who go the “way of Cain” usually find that 

living the way we please isn’t very pleasing. It was true 
then and is still true today, the person who chooses to go 
without God is going to have to reckon with him. Those 
who go the “way of Cain” will still have to learn, always 
with pain and sometimes through tragedy, that you can’t 
defy the moral order of God’s universe with impunity.

Our Own Guilt
Honesty will keep us from pointing a blaming finger 

at Cain. We know something of his guilt. We may not be 
murderers, but we have certainly injured other people 
by entertaining Cain’s philosophy of life . . . living as we 
please. We know from experience that the cost of doing 
things our own way is high. There is a cure however. It is 
symbolized by the mark of protection that God put on 
Cain (v. 15). It stands for grace and mercy.

If we have given ourselves over to follow the “way of 
Cain,” the question for us is, are we willing to heed God’s 
warning and rely on his mercy? But the “way of Cain” can 
also be avoided.  Jeremiah did not yield to vengeance 
but left it in the hands of God: “let me see thy vengeance 
upon them, for to thee have I committed my cause” (Jer. 
11:20). The same theme of repudiating vengeance is seen 
in the example of Jesus, who when he was reviled, did 
not retaliate (see 1 Pet. 2:21-24). Francis Bacon said, “By 
taking revenge, a man is but even with his enemy, but 
in passing over it, he is superior.” Perhaps that statement 
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just like anyone else. The world is full of “preachers” who 
do not know (or care) what the Bible says but who use 
their position to promote their opinions with an air of 
authority. There are also serious, well-intentioned, careful 
preachers who study their Bibles long and hard before 
they say anything, but who sometimes are mistaken in 
their views. The point is that no one should simply trust 
his preacher to tell him the truth. The truth is in God’s 
word and nowhere else. A preacher may help others 
to understand God’s word, but the preacher is not the 
source of the truth. Everything he says must be subjected 
to the scrutiny of God’s word.

The people in Berea were excellent examples of what 
we are talking about. When Paul came and preached the 
gospel to them, their reaction was to open their Bibles 
and compare what Paul said to the truth in God’s book. 
“They received the word with great eagerness, examin-
ing the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were 
so” (Acts 17:11). When they found that Paul’s message 
coincided with God’s word, then they accepted it, but 
not before then.

If God’s truth is in his book, the Bible, then why do we 
need preachers? God, in his wisdom, knows that people 
will listen before they will read. So God has appointed 
that those who wish can work for him by speaking the 
message and truths of his word to others. But this does 
not make the preacher a substitute for the word. It does 
not make the preacher a substitute for reading your Bible 
yourself. A preacher is commanded by God to study and 
be an accurate Bible student (2 Tim 2:15), and those who 
teach things contrary to the written word will be account-
able for it. Even so, a preacher is still a fallible human 
being, and the only word you may trust with your life is 
God’s, not the preacher’s. While the preacher’s message 

“My Preacher Says . . .”

David McClister

I have had many conversations with people on reli-
gious topics in which the response to something I said 
was “well, my preacher (or pastor) says . . .” I have even 
heard some Christians say things similar to this. Please 
consider the problems with this statement.

First, let’s take the words “my preacher.” These words 
confess the religious pluralism of our society. There are 
literally hundreds of different churches in our society, 
each with its own peculiar set of doctrines or practices 
and many of them contradicting each other. With so many 
different churches teaching so many different things, it 
is possible to find a church that says and does just what 
you want. Of course, what suits one person may not suit 
others, and so people talk about “my church” and “your 
church.”

This talk about “my preacher” or “my pastor” is a part of 
the phenomenon religious pluralism, but it also confesses 
a basic reluctance (refusal?) to read the Bible and to treat 
the Bible as the final authority in religious matters. I have 
learned that many people would rather not read the Bible 
for themselves. This may be for any number of reasons. 
Perhaps they think they cannot understand it. Perhaps 
they just do not want to go to the “trouble” it takes to 
study. Whatever the reason, many people would prefer to 
ask “their preacher” rather than open their Bibles to find 
out what God says about something. In this way preach-
ers have come to be seen as experts whose opinions are 
binding and final. For many people, if the preacher says 
it, they believe it. If the preacher says it, it must be what 
the Bible teaches.

The problem with this should be obvious. God’s 
word is infallible, but preachers are not. Preachers can 
be opinionated, ill-informed, mistaken, prejudiced, etc. 

Our highest respect should be reserved for God’s word. And if we  
respect it properly, we should then take it into our hands and hearts  

and read it and study it for ourselves.
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must come from the word of God and nowhere else, but 
what he says should still be judged by the word of God 
before it is accepted.

There is always the temptation to let the preacher 
study the Bible for us, to trust his opinions rather than 
look it up in the Bible for ourselves. I fear that this is 
the case among some of my own brethren. God forbid 
that the salvation of anyone’s soul is up to what some 
preacher says! God forbid that any one of us should be 
content simply to accept what a preacher tells us, that 
we should trust him completely to speak the truth 100% 
of the time on every subject! We must not put our trust 
in men, but in God who alone speaks absolute truth. A 

preacher speaks the truth only when his words coincide 
with God’s.

The purpose of this article is not to encourage disre-
spect for those who preach the word of God, nor even 
suspicion. Most gospel preachers I know are diligent, seri-
ous, sincere men who want nothing other than to speak 
only the truth every time they preach and teach. Instead 
I wish to encourage us not to think of the preacher more 
highly than we ought (1 Cor 4:6). A preacher’s words are 
not infallible, his opinions are not completely reliable. Our 

I am doing!” It seems that some are more desirous of 
impressing men with their “great” knowledge or their 
outstanding ability than with preaching the word in a 
very plain and simple manner so that those who hear may 
easily understand God’s will and be persuaded to obey. 
When listeners go away talking about “how smart he is” 
or about how much “Greek he knows” and remembering 
little or nothing about the message something is wrong. 
When someone does obey the teaching of God’s word 
it should not be viewed with the attitude, “Look what I 
have accomplished.” We must recognize that the gospel 
is God’s power unto salvation and that he is the one to be 
glorified and praised when his will is obeyed. Brethren, 
let’s make sure we preach the truth and let’s make sure 
we do so for the right purpose.

Song leaders can also be guilty of trying to impress oth-
ers rather than humbly “letting their lights shine.” A man 
may be so intent on impressing men with his wonderful 
singing and his leading ability that he forgets that he is 
supposed to be helping and leading others in worship to 
God. Good song leaders are a great help to all of us in our 

highest respect should be reserved for God’s word. And 
if we respect it properly, we should then take it into our 

“Let your lights so shine . . . ”

Shining Lights or “Light Shiners”?
James Hahn

Jesus said, “Let your lights so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). This statement comes 
immediately after his having told his disciples, “Ye are 
the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14). Lights will shine and 
will illuminate. Light will overcome darkness. Lights will 
stand out in the midst of darkness. However, I believe it 
is appropriate to note that such will happen without the 
“lights” seeking to draw attention to themselves. Jesus 
said, “Let your lights so shine . . . ” not, “Shine your light.” 
I fear many are more concerned about the attention and 
praise they can attain for themselves than with simply 
doing what the Lord would have them do.

Note, also, that the purpose of letting our lights shine 
is that God may be glorified, not to bring praise upon the 
person doing the good works. All of us must fight the 
temptation to seek the praise and attention of men.

For example, preachers may study hard and preach 
lessons true to the word, however they may do so and 
all the while be thinking, “Boy, what an outstanding job 
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worship to God, however they do not have to broadcast 
their ability to others to shine forth as lights. Faithfully 
serving in this capacity will get the job done and God 
will be glorified.

Bible class teachers can sometimes forget about help-
ing others attain knowledge and understanding of God’s 
word and can become caught up in efforts to impress 
the students with their knowledge and ability. The good 
teacher is one who directs the student’s attention to God 
and his word and not to himself. The good teacher does 
not have to tell the students about how talented he is 
or how well educated he may be. If he is so talented and 
capable it will soon be evident to all and the students 
will benefit from his teaching and will be impressed with 
God, his word, his power and his love.

Jesus tells us that those who do their good deeds to 
be seen of men “have their reward” (Matt. 6:1-16). When 
these receive the praise of men they have received their 

reward and will receive no additional reward. They have 
been “paid in full!”

The faithful child of God recognizes that true great-
ness in the kingdom of heaven is humble service (Matt. 
18:4; Luke 14:7-11). He knows that if he does what is 
right God will be glorified and he will be pleasing in the 
sight of God. He may not be exalted in the eyes of men; 
in fact, men may not even see or know about the deeds 
done by the faithful servant, but God knows, and that is 
all that really matters.

The intelligent person does not have to tell others he 
is intelligent. The “good teacher” does not have to boast 
of his accomplishments. The faithful child of God will 
not have to “shine his light.” He will humbly and quietly 
go about doing the Lord’s will and will “shine as lights in 
the world” (Phil. 2:15). He may seem very unimportant to 
men, but he is great in the kingdom of heaven.

gases and other matter from the big bang. They further 
accept the concept that the formed earth took about two 
billion years to cool off, clear its atmosphere and various 
other things needed to reach “stability” (their choice of 
words, not mine). They affirm that all of these changes 
over millions or billions of years were necessary to play 
out before the earth was ready for the next action by God. 
In other words, God acted, then the earth was allowed 
to “stabilize” over a long period wherein changes were 
explained by naturalism rather than miraculous power, 
and the process repeated.

As they so affirm, they decry the use of the term “the-
istic evolution” to describe their views. They contend 
that they do not believe the general theory of evolution 

Brethren, which are we doing? Are we “letting our 
lights shine” or are we trying to “shine our lights”?

How Much Evolution Is Too Much?
Harry Osborne

All brethren with whom I am familiar by personal dis-
cussion or reading their material affirm that God created 
the universe, both animate and inanimate. I think it fair 
to say that all brethren I know would deny Darwinian 
evolution which affirms the evolution of all forms of 
life from a single, one-celled source or a few one-celled 
sources arising from non-living matter. However, some 
of our brethren are now saying that, while they deny 
the animate creation evolved beyond the stated limit 
of “after its own kind” given in the Bible, they accept the 
evolving of the inanimate creation from the “big bang” 
20 billion years ago.

They affirm that the earth finally came into being some 
4.5 billion years ago after the cooling and condensing of 
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(Darwinian evolution) which holds that all living forms 
evolved from a common one-celled source. Since they 
do not believe in that form of evolution, they contend 
that they are misrepresented when others refer to them 
as “theistic evolutionists.” They sometimes refer to their 
view point as “progressive creationism” or “old earth 
creationism.”

My question is this: What is the difference between 
believing in the evolution of the animate creation and 
the inanimate creation? God is said to have “created” 
(Heb., bara) both the animate and the inanimate: the 
heaven and the earth (Gen. 1:1); man (Gen. 1:27, et. al.); 
the living things of day five (Gen. 1:21); the heavens (Isa. 
42:5). Furthermore, the terms “created” and “made” seem 
to be governed by the same time frame in Genesis 2:4. 
What, then, could be the biblical basis for refuting the 
evolution of the animate creation while affirming the 
evolution of the inanimate world? It seems to me that the 
two views are philosophically inconsistent. Am I missing 
something?

There is a great deal of discussion about it being unfair 
to call those “theistic evolutionists” who deny the evolu-
tion of the animate creation, but who affirm what can 
only be described fairly as the evolution of the inanimate 
creation. While I agree that we need to avoid using terms 
that unfairly characterize one, is the term “theistic evolu-
tion” an unfair characterization of the view that says God 
initiated and guided a process which over a 20 billion year 
period of change ultimately “stabilized” in the formation 
of the inanimate creation? Given the qualifiers, it seems 
to me that the term does fairly characterize what such 
brethren are teaching. However, I am caught between the 
desire to avoid a non-central dispute over terminology 
and the desire to have brethren frame the discussion in 
the proper context.

Lest the reader think only a few radical and ignorant 
folks are failing to understand the more educated and 
moderate defenders of this doctrine, let me point you 
to others who are sounding the same warnings. Dr. Bert 
Thompson, Executive Director of Apologetics Press and 
longtime lecturer on Evidences among institutional 
brethren, expressed it this way:

Is progressive creationism theistic evolution? Both call in 
God to start creation. Both accept evolution (in varying 
amounts). Both accept the validity of the geologic age 
system. Both postulate an old Earth. Where is the differ-
ence, except that progressive creationism allow God “a 
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little more to do in the system”? Both systems put God 
(theos) and evolution together. By any other standard 
that’s theistic evolution (Creation Compromises [1995] 
193).

 
 Thompson has dealt extensively with exposing 

the error of men like John Clayton among institutional 
brethren. Together with Wayne Jackson, Thompson has 
repeatedly warned that such teaching is a sure road to 
acceptance of more and more evolution. He quotes from 
Richard Niessen making the same point in these words:

It is currently fashionable for theistic evolutionists to go 
by the name “Progressive Creationists” in order to avoid 
the popular resentment in Christian circles against evolu-
tion and its non-theistic orientation. In practice, however, 
both views are essentially the same. The difference merely 
concerns the amount of God’s intervention within the 
evolutionary process (Niessen, Significant Discrepancies 
Between Theistic Evolution and the Bible, 1980, 16; as 
quoted from Thompson, 193).

 
 Dr. Bolton Davidheiser, a longtime writer and lecturer 
on Evidences in evangelical circles has made the same 
point in his efforts to contend with the teaching of Dr. 
Hugh Ross. Brethren, it is not just a few “trigger happy 
young guns” out to create a problem who have conjured 
up a fight on this matter. 

There is no doubt in my mind that acceptance of evo-
lutionary concepts regarding the inanimate creation will 
inevitably result in acceptance of evolutionary concepts 
regarding the animate creation. Maybe not by the present 
teachers of such, but certainly by a second generation. 
The history of “Progressive Creationism” among the de-
nominational world plainly shows that fact. The same 
historical pattern may be seen in the Abilene Christian 
University controversy among the institutional brethren. 
In The Shadow of Darwin, a book by Wayne Jackson and 
Bert Thompson, chronicles that digression as do numer-
ous articles and lectures. The movement started with the 
acceptance of John Clayton’s teaching and ended in the 
full teaching of the general theory of evolution with the 
initial act and continuing guidance of God.

Make no mistake about it, the same movement has 
begun among non-institutional brethren. Those who 
minimize the problem and defend the brethren who 
affirm this error are aiding in a subtle, but devastating 
assault upon the very foundation of faith. Brethren, if 
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“First Century Christianity” continued from front in doctrine, worship, organization, labors, and purity (1 
Thess. 2:14). We must find the pure seed and begin plant-
ing it. Only then, will we reap pure Christianity!

Second, we must learn to “rightly divide the word of 
truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). This must be a diligent effort. So many 
today, depend upon the “clergy” to do the studying and 
interpreting for them. This is a dangerous practice to 
say the least. The Lord commanded that “we work out 
our own salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12). 
Knowing we all will give answer for ourselves on the Day 
of Judgment, we cannot leave our salvation in the hands 
of someone else. We must learn to study God’s word for 
ourselves, test the spirits, and prove all things (Acts 17:11; 
1 John 4:1; 1 Thess. 5:21). When we do this, “we are work-
ers that need not be ashamed.” But when we trust another 
to do our studying for us, we could likely be the “blind 
following the blind” (Luke 6:39). That is why we must all 
learn as individuals to study our Bibles for ourselves and 
rightly divide the word of truth.

Third, we must seek Bible authority (a book, chapter, 
and verse) for all that we say and do. The apostle wrote in 
Colossians 3:17, “and whatever you do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord.” We can know by faith, 
which comes by hearing the word of God (Rom. 10:17), 
that if the Lord Jesus commanded us to do it, we must 
do it. God gave him all authority (Matt. 28:18). We can 
also know by faith, that if the apostles did something 
or commanded us to do something, we can and must 
do it. The Lord gave the apostles authority (Matt. 16:19; 
2 Cor. 10:8). Thus, we have our means of establishing 
authority for what we do. If we have a direct command, 
an approved apostolic example, or we can necessarily 
infer that it was a practice of the first century Christians, 
we can know by faith it is acceptable for us to do. To do 
anything else is to act without the Lord’s authority and 
thereby sin. It is really that simple! We must seek God’s 
approval for all that we say and do (Col. 3:17).

Fourth, we must re-establish the pattern for the 
church set forth in the New Testament. The Bible says, 
in 2 Timothy 1:13, “Hold fast the pattern of sound words 
which you have heard from me, in faith and love which 
are in Christ Jesus.” The work, worship, and organization of 
some churches have become secular and carnal in nature. 
Instead of saving souls, churches are feeding bellies. In-
stead of coming together to worship God, churches come 
together for entertainment and socialization. Instead of 
autonomous local congregations overseen by a plurality 
of qualified elders, churches have become institution-
alized conglomerates led by one man oftentimes not 
qualified to be an elder or many men holding titles and 
positions nowhere designated in Scripture. We must get 
back to the arrangement the Lord has designated for a 
local church, and accept no substitutes. 

John 17? I think not! Are those proclaiming Christianity 
today fulfilling what Paul spoke of in Ephesians 4:3 where 
he wrote, “. . . endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace?” Definitely not! We must ask ourselves, 
“Is Christ divided?” just as Paul asked the Corinthians (1 
Cor. 1:13). Obviously, our answer must be, “Of course not!” 
Yet, judging from the appearance of today’s “Christian” 
world, you cannot tell. Why? Simply stated, everyone 
has gone his own way, and turned crooked the straight 
paths of the Lord!

The Plight of First Century Christianity
In the majority of “Christendom,” first century Christi-

anity has been abandoned today! Sure, the core of the 
Gospel, the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
remains intact. It is the plan of salvation, the apostles’ doc-
trine, the pattern of the first century church, among other 
things, that have suffered perversion. Unfortunately, 
many souls have honestly and sincerely been deceived 
by such perversions.

Through time, many different people have taught 
various notions of Christianity. Some teachers have tried 
to make the word of God too simple. Some have made it 
too difficult. Some felt that our worship to God required 
innovation and modernization, thus they changed it. 
Some obviously believed the organization of the first 
century church was not good enough, so they tried to 
make it better. Some believed that the gospel of Jesus 
Christ was irrelevant to today’s modern society, so they 
adjusted it to make it “relevant.” The turns, twists, and 
forks in what is supposed to be the “straight and narrow 
path” to salvation are too many to mention and were 
definitely not put there by God. Some happened long 
ago and carry through to today. The rest are added day 
by day. Overall, “Christianity” has changed without God’s 
permission. God’s perfect Way has been deemed imper-
fect. That is why we must repent and seek to restore first 
century Christianity today!

How Do We Restore First Century  
Christianity Today?

First, we must find the pure seed. The Bible has likened 
the Word of God unto a seed — an incorruptible seed 
(1 Pet. 1:23). This seed must be planted in the hearts of 
men. If the soil is right, it will grow and bear fruit. If the 
soil is poor, it will not bear fruit (consider the parable of 
the sower, Matt. 13:24ff). We know that a seed will bear 
fruit after its own kind. The pure seed of God’s word will 
produce true Christians and nothing else. What happens 
when the seed is perverted, warped, manipulated, and 
changed? The result is what we have today: hundreds of 
different flavors of Christianity. We have division, sectari-
anism, and denominationalism! This is why we must get 
back into our Bibles and imitate the first century church 
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Finally, we must stand fast in the truth and never 
ever compromise it. It is written in 2 Thessalonians 2:15, 
“Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions 
which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.” 
God’s word offers no compromise because compromise 
is the door to apostasy.

Compromise of truth involves giving into something 
other than truth, and inevitably departing from God’s 
word. This is why “Christianity” is in the mess that it is 
in today. Men have not only opened the door for com-
promise, they let it swing freely both ways. Sadly, all we 
have left to show for it is division and more division. 
Instead of restoration, people call for “unity in diversity” 
and “ecumenism,” neither of which are pleasing to God. 
This is why we must stand firm in the truth and never 
compromise it.

Conclusion
Let us all demand the truth of God’s word, the whole 

truth of God’s word, and accept nothing but the truth 
of God’s word. If the church you are part of does not 
resemble the church you can read of in the pages of the 
New Testament in every way, shape, and form — demand 
restoration! If they “will not walk in the old paths,” as 
Jeremiah wrote of in Jeremiah 6:16, then find a group 
who will. 

There is indeed a great need to restore first century 
Christianity today. This is the plea of the church of Christ. 

Methodists, Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, and others. 
Their fellowship was broadened to join hands with the 
denominations in evangelistic conferences. 

Now comes a new development. In the latest issue of 
Once More With Love, Leroy Garrett, editor of Restoration 
Review, tells us that faith in Jesus Christ is not essential to 
salvation. He tells us what the essence of faith is:

The essence of faith, as I see it, is a sincere disposition 
of heart to seek diligently after God and to respond to 
whatever knowledge God has made known (No. 38, 
August 1999).

What that means is that the sincere man who has never 
heard the gospel of Christ is just as saved as the believer 
in Christ. As proof of this, brother Garrett referred us to 
Cornelius. He reminds us of the virtues of Cornelius — “a 
devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, 
which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God 
alway” (Acts 10:2). Then he said, “He was justified while 

still a pagan.” To make sure that I have not misrepresented 
by brother, let him speak for himself:

It was the likes of Cornelius that led the apostle Peter to 
say, “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. But 
in every nation whoever fears God and works righteous-
ness is accepted by him (Acts 10:34-35). Peter is saying 
that wherever there are people like Cornelius there are 
people acceptable to God.
 
Peter names two conditions: fearing God, like Cornelius; 
doing what is right, like Cornelius. Such ones are accept-
able to God, even if they are not yet part of his covenant 
people, even if they are not yet Christians.

 
     Our brother continued to say, “The source of this faith 
for those without revelation is ‘the law written in the 
heart, the conscience also bearing witness’ (Rom. 2:15).” 
He continued,

This is why it is wrong for us to presume that all heathen/
pagans are lost, for they too have the promise of eternal 
life if they do “by nature” the things that the law requires, 
“their thoughts acusing or excusing them.”

The evolution of this brother’s grace/unity movement 
has yet one step to go to reach its full universalism. Our 
brother needs to work himself to the conclusion that 
the pious atheist who “responds to whatever knowledge 
God has make known” to him is just as saved as any 
other pagan. If brother Garrett lives enough years, I am 
confident that the logic of his position will take him to 
that position.

Conflicting With Scripture
 The problem of brother Garrett’s position is simply 

this: it is contrary to what the Scriptures teach about sal-
vation. Let’s consider just a few things that pose problems 
for brother Garrett:

 1. The Conversion of Cornelius. The record of Corne-
lius reveals that he was indeed a morally virtuous man. We 
know this because the inspired account tells us as much. 
That same inspired record clearly states that Cornelius 
was lost, even though he was a good moral man. The 
angel of the Lord appeared to Cornelius and instructed 
him, “Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose sur-
name is Peter; who shall tell thee words, whereby thou 
and all thy house shall be saved” (Acts 11:13-14). For the 
conversion of Cornelius to help brother Garrett, this text 
should read, “Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, 
whose surname is Peter; whom the Holy Spirit shall con-
vince that thou and all thy house already are saved.” But 
the latter is not what the text says. The text plainly states 
that Cornelius would hear words from Peter that would 
teach him what he must do to be saved! The only kind 

We hope you will make it your plea too!

“Faith” continued from page 2

of man who needs to be saved is a lost man! One cannot 
save a saved man!

 2. The argument of Romans 2:15. My brother surely 
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twisted the passage Romans 2:15 when he used it to 
state that good, moral Gentiles would be saved without 
obedience to the gospel or belief in Christ. The first sub-
division in Paul’s argument to the Romans is 1:16-3:31. 
Every commentary that I have read identifies this sec-
tion with some such as description as “Paul establishes 
the need men have of the gospel” or “All have sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God.” Romans 1:16-32 is 
designed to show that the Gentiles are “without excuse” 
(Rom. 1:20) in their sins and Romans 2:1-3:20 is designed 
to show that the Jews are “inexcusable” (2:1) for their sins. 
The conclusion of this section is summarized for us: “For 
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). The conclusion is that every man has sinned, has 
fallen short of the glory of God, and stands condemned 
as “guilty” before God. That was the reason Cornelius 
needed to hear words whereby he and his house could 
be saved — because he was lost! To cite Romans 2:15 to 
show that Gentiles were saved without the atoning blood 
of Christ is contrary to the whole thesis of Romans.

 3. The plain statements of Scripture that make faith 
in Christ a condition for salvation. There are a host of 
Scripture that make faith in Christ a condition for salva-
tion:

I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: 
for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins 
(John 8:24).

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life (John 3:16).
 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me (John 14:6).

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he 
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is 
a rewarder of them that diligently seek him (Heb. 11:6).

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall 
be damned (Mark 16:15-16).

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.    (Rom 1:16)

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 5:1).

 
 Any thesis that is contrary to so many Scriptures is 
obviously not the revealed will of God.

Conclusion
One of my purposes in reviewing this material of 

brother Garrett’s is to remind brethren who might be 
inclined to use Romans 14 to justify an on-going and 
never-ending fellowship with those who teach and 
practice many different doctrinal and moral errors 
where the logical conclusion of this position leads. At 
one time, brother Garrett was taking the position that 
he could not fellowship anyone who disagreed with his 
position on the located preacher. Once he accepted his 
new fellowship position, his view of fellowship changed 
and has continued to evolve over 30 years to the point 
that now he believes that God will save those who are 
mistaken about Jesus. And, in the words of his friend, Carl 
Ketcherside, one should not make anything a condition 
of fellowship that is not a condition of salvation! Thus, 
brother Garrett’s umbrella of fellowship is broad enough 
to include pagans and infidels. 

Others who accept the same thesis as brother Garrett 
will not be more successful in stopping the evolution to 
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Pews For Sale
Approximately 28 solid wood (pine) with seat coverings. Most 
are 14 feet long (few shorter). $150 each. If interested, please 
call Russ Barbero at 850-897-1527 or Scott Hamilton at 850-609-
0134. Northside church of Christ, Ft. Walton Beach, Florida.

The Multi-Site Church
A recent article in the Christian Standard argued for the “one 
church per city” model with all of the congregations in a given 
city under one set of elders. This is given as the Bible model for 
how the first century church functioned. And, this is not the 
first time, I have witnessed this position argued. Some brethren 
among us have argued the same position of one church per 
city, but meeting in different sites.

Can you imagine the implications for this in such cities as 
Indianapolis, Louisville, Nashville, Houston, Tampa, and 
other locations? In Indianapolis, for example, there are 20-25 
churches in the metropolitan area. To have a city church with 
these 20-25 churches overseen by the “mother” church (which 
ever one that would be), would effectively create a diocese of 
churches. And, how does one determine which congregation 
gets to be the “overseeing” church? Is that established by age 
of the church, size of the church, church with the best qualified 
(who gets to determine?) elders, or some other manner?

The Scriptures limit the oversight of elders to the “flock of God 
which is among you.” Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). “The elders which are among 
you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the suf-
ferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be 
revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking 
the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind” (1 Pet 5:1-2). There is no Bible 
authority for an eldership to oversee a multi-site church.

If there is Bible authority for a multi-site church in a city, can it 
be extended to a state? After all, those elders who oversee all 
of the churches in Indianapolis are obviously overseeing more 
people, churches, etc. than those elders who might oversee 
all of the churches in Utah or Rhode Island (and, in this case, 
the geography might be easier to handle in Rhode Island than 
in some of the metropolitan areas). If this idea is allowed to 

developed to its logical conclusion, the structure of the Lord’s 
church will be drastically changed.

Funding For Museum Causes Furor
 “The Senate unanimously agreed Wednesday to withhold 
federal funds from the Brooklyn Museum of Art unless it cancels 
a controversial exhibit featuring a picture of a feces-covered 
Virgin Mary.

 “The Senate attached the measure to a spending bill cover-
ing the Labor, Health and Human Services departments. The 
museum has received $500,000 in funding from the National 
Endowment for the Arts in the past three years.

 “New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani called the painting 
‘sick’ and demanded it be pulled from an upcoming exhibit. 
Giuliani has threatened to freeze $7 million in public funding 
to the museum” (The Indianapolis Star [September 30, 1999], 
A9).

(Editor’s Note: The liberal news media is giving Mayor Giuliani 
and the Senate bad press because of their decision to remove 
federal funding of the ungodly art exhibit, claiming that 
these men are trying to deny freedom of speech. No one has 
interfered with any artist’s effort to paint whatever he wishes. 
However, American tax payers should not be forced to subsi-
dize pornography and blasphemous works of “art.” I have no 
homage to pay to the “Virgin Mary,” since I believe that Roman 
Catholics have made a goddess of her. However, if any other 
group treated the Gay Rights Community or the NOW with the 
same kind of obvious revulsion as Catholics were treated in this 
art exhibition, the press would be rallying to squelch their “free 
speech.” After all, contrast how the “free speech” rights of the 
KKK are presented with those of who hold “politically correct” 
points of view. I hasten to add, I have no sympathy with the 
racial bigotry of the KKK which fosters hatred of one’s fellow 
man. Do Christian people have equal rights with the Gay Rights 
Community or the NOW in American society?)

Ten Commandments

“Alabama Circuit Judge Roy Moore, who displays the Ten 
Comandments in his courtroom, has been cleared of possible 
ethical wrongdoing regarding a legal defense fund. The fund 
was established to aid Moore’s legal battle against the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, which unsuccessfully challenged his 
display and practice of beginning each session with prayer” 
(Christianity Today [October 25, 1999] 14).

Renew Promptly!



Truth Magazine — November 18, 1999                                                    (700)

DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Cahaba Hgts.Church of Christ

3251 Greendale Rd.
(near I-459 & Hwy. 280 interchange)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

 967-2150

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Pinson Church of Christ

4233 Glen Brook Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

 Evangelist:  Ken Chapman
(205) 681-6231 or 680-5770

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Vestavia Hills Church of Christ

2325 Old Columbiana Rd.
(near I-65 & Hwy. 31)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ken Marrs
822-0018 or 822-2191

ELGIN, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

Rt. 4, Box 54-1
(bldg. 2 blks. N of Intersection of
US 72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

FLORENCE, AL
College View Church of Christ

851 N. Pine St.
(adjacent to University Campus)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelists: David Thomley
Harold Comer, 766-0403

FOLEY, AL
South Baldwin 

Church of Christ
517 N. McKenzie St.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James E. Cooper
(334) 943-2686 or 943-3380

GARDENDALE, AL
North Gardendale
Church of Christ
380 Hickory Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Rouse
(205) 631-8415 or 631-8098

HAMILTON, AL
W. Hamilton Church of Christ

N.W. Corner Hwy. 74W and Rem-
ington Dr.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Myhan
(205) 921-2338 or 921-2605

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Chapman Acres Church of Christ

2137 Penhall Dr., NE
(I-565 E. to end, right on Maysville Rd., left on 

Chapman Ave., right on Penhall Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Johnson
(205) 536-5296 or 539-9018

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Hughes Rd. & Gooch Lane

Church of Christ
(Go 8 miles on U.S. 72 W.,
S. on Hughes Rd. ¼ mile)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Allen Dvorak
(256) 830-1654 or 837-2939

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Sparkman Drive Church of Christ

3200 Sparkman Drive
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Guy P. McDaniel
and Robert F. Hendrix

(205) 852-1175 or 430-0909

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Weatherly Heights Church of Christ

930 Weatherly Rd., S.E.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Freeman
881-9540 or 883-6753

MOBILE, AL
West Mobile Church of Christ

129 Hillcrest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff McCrary
(334) 342-4144 or 633-8377

MONTGOMERY, AL
Church of Christ
800 Perry Hill Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
5th Sunday 4: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John McPherson
244-1675, 277-9155, 271-4679

or 272-0801

MONTGOMERY, AL
Eastbrook Church of Christ

650 Coliseum Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Contact:  Sammy Bynum, 263-5790, 
Bldg: 272-4232

or Tommy Moore 288-0799 and 
Carroll Puckett 288-1461

OWENS CROSS ROADS, AL
Church of Christ at Elon
4021 Hobbs Island Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David Harwell
256-830-0879

PARRISH, AL
McArthur Heights
Church of Christ
5082 Hwy. 269

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

RED BAY, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

Meadow Dr. & Hwy. 24 East
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Maples, Sr.
(256) 356-2723 or 356-4513

ROGERSVILLE, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

81 Elgin Hills Dr.
(bldg. 2 blks. N. of intersection of US 

72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

RUSSELLVILLE, AL
Hwy. 43 By-Pass

(Across from local hospital)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Gilbert
(205) 332-2294 home or 

(205) 332-6918 office

SARALAND, AL
Shelton Beach Rd.
(N. Mobile Area)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paddy Kendall-Ball
675-2255 or 675-7820

SCOTTSBORO, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

John T. Reid Pkwy.
(on Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Gregory A. Legg
(205) 574-1603 or 259-1814

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

 PALMER, AK
Mat-Su Church of Christ

Kay Bank Plaza Bldg.
(P.O. Box 3141, 99645-3141)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.

Evening  5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Monty Howes (907) 696-7853
Jason Robertson (907) 745-1750 

Phil Douthitt (907) 696-8885

GLENDALE, AZ
Church of Christ

6801 N. 60th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 40 A.M.
Bible Study 5: 00 P.M.
Evening  5: 40 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dan Cook

MESA, AZ
Southeast Church of Christ

312 N. Kieth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.
Evening  6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rocco Lucari
(602) 963-9069 or 833-8236

PRESCOTT, AZ
Pleasant Valley

Church of Christ
2820 Willow Creek Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Pete Hicks
(602) 778-7858

TUCSON, AZ
Church of Christ

145 N. Country Club Rd.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hugh Delong
326-3634 or 722-3179

BENTONVILLE, AR
East 102 Church of Christ

910 S.E. 14th (102)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 273-3989

CONWAY, AR
Hwy. 65 Church of Christ

217 Highway 65
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Coffey
Bldg: (501) 336-0052

CONWAY, AR
Prince Street Church of Christ

2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 336-0669

FT. SMITH, AR
South 46th St.

Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell Blasingame
478-6108 or 782-0588

GRADY, AR
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 363
Hwy. 65 South

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Edgar J. Dye
(501) 247-0232

HARRISON, AR
Capps Rd. Church of Christ

407 Bella Vista Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Norman E. Sewell
741-9104 or 741-5151

HEBER SPRINGS, AR
Spring Park Church of Christ
(On corner of Sugar Loaf &

Center Sts. north of the park)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 7: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

362-8994

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Fairview Park Church of Christ

11820 Fairview Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Carrow
225-8200

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Church of Christ

7115 West 65th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis J. Sharp
Res. (501) 565-0943

Study (501) 568-1062

MARSHALL, AR
Marshall Church of Christ

(North Central, AR)
Hwy. 27 N 1 Mi. from 65 Jct.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Prince
(870) 448-2055

PINE BLUFF, AR
Church of Christ
4700 W. 28th St.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10:  35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clarence W. Fell
(870) 879-2097

RUSSELLVILLE, AR
Church of Christ

709 E. 16th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Evening   6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday   7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  A.W. Goff
(501) 968-7010

or 968-6372

TEXARKANA, AR
Church of Christ
2301 Franklin Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Derek R. Chancellor
772-0746 

VAN BUREN, AR
Van Buren Church of Christ

711 Access Road
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Sexton
(501) 471-5801

ANTIOCH, CA
Church of Christ

126 Railroad Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Dial-a-Bible Moment  
(510)  706-WORD

Evangelist:  Glendol McClure
(510) 757-8318 or 754-7077

BAKERSFIELD, CA
Rosedale Church of Christ

3011 Allen Road
Worship   9: 30 A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Hilburn

CANOGA PARK, CA
(San Fernando Valley)

Church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Kilgo
348-2193 or 346-5853

FOLSOM, CA
Church of Christ
800 Reading St.

P.O. Box 492
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: David Posey
(916) 676-5298 or 933-5298

FREMONT, CA
Church of Christ

in the Centerville area
39354 Fremont Blvd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(510) 794-7659

FRESNO, CA
Northside Church of Christ

1190 W. Herndon Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jack Flad
(209) 224-1061 or 275-0850

28



Truth Magazine — November 18, 1999

DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
HEMET, CA

Church of Christ
203 W. Acacia Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(909) 925-1991

LOMA RICA, CA
Church of Christ

5150 Fruitland Road
Classes        9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Preaching 11: 35 A.M.
Tuesday   7: 00 P.M.

Elders: Terry Clayton
and R.H. Herrig

(916) 743-0211 or 742-6249

LONG BEACH, CA
Church of Christ

3433 Studebaker Rd.
Bible Study   9: 50 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Cultos En Espanol Tambien
(562) 420-2363 or 

420-9577

OCEANSIDE-VISTA, CA
Church of Christ

2020 Sunset Drive
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell C. Bell
(760) 940-8003

PASO ROBLES, CA
Church of Christ
3545 Spring St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dell Evans
(805) 238-1682 or 238-2564

PLEASANTON, CA
Church of Christ

1072 Serpentine Lane, St. #
Bible Classes      9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Richard Dowdy
(510) 484-4188

SAN BERNADINO. CA
Church of Christ

1354 Mountain View Ave.
(Exit off I-15 at Baseline, east to
Mt. View Ave., left for 2 blocks)

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Royce Bell

SANTA BARBARA, CA
Church of Christ

2310 Chapala Street
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(805) 682-7756

AURORA, CO
(Denver)

Boston St. Church of Christ
1297 Boston St.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hoyt Houchen
(303) 366-5283 or 805-4820

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Northeast Church of Christ

6660 Galley Rd.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger Hendricks
597-6661 or 591-9932

GOLDEN, CO
Westside Church of Christ

13789 West 8th Ave.
(½ mi. E. of Indiana St.)

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

233-5683

GRAND JUNCTION, CO
Valley Church of Christ

491 Sparn Road
P.O. Box 40531

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Andy Berendt
(970) 245-5112

IGNACIO, CO
Church of Christ
295 Burns Ave.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 1: 00 P.M.

(970) 563-9418 

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO
Church of Christ

Mounted Ranger Bldg.
San Juan Street

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Lungstrum
264-6119, 264,4729, 264-4236

WALLINGFORD, CT.
Church of Christ

1213 Old Colony Rd., Rt. 71
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Afternoon Call
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ed Smith
(203) 284-2171 or 235-5576

BRIDGEVILLE, DE
Kent-Sussex Church of Christ

116 Irons Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Tim Fannin (302) 934-8903
Jerry Marvel (302) 629-4211

Bill Dykes (302) 855-1305

BARTOW, FL
Church of Christ

550 West Main St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Vernon Love
(813) 533-7725 or 533-3563

BROOKSVILLE, FL
Church of Christ

604 W. Fort Dade Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  V.C. McCormick
(904) 796-9803

Church of Christ
2431 Fortune Rd.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Copeland
(407) 931-1725 or 348-0300

KISSIMMEE, FL
Downtown Church of Christ

“On the Internet”
churchofchrist-kiss-fl.com

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy de Klerk
(407) 344-9027

LAKE CITY, FL
Lakeview Church of Christ

U.S. 441 South
convenient to I-75

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 752-1506 or 935-2976

LAKELAND, FL
Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Church of Christ
2510 Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship   9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Marc W. Gibson
(941) 688-4336

LAKELAND, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

3900 South Pipkin Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Jamerson
(941) 644-9463 or 644-6080

HELP 
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LUTZ (Tampa), FL
S. Livingston Ave. Church of Christ

16812 Livingston Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Bill Fairchild (813) 632-6941  H.E. 
Phillips (813) 949-8232

MARY ESTHER, FL
Mary Esther Church of Christ

6 Lane Dr. (1 blk. N of
Hwy. 98 on Doolittle Blvd.)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(850) 244-2335

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
Church of Christ
512 Plumosa St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Swain
(407) 631-8314

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
North Courtenay Church of Christ

2455 N. Courtenay Pkwy.

CHIPLEY, FL
Church of Christ

680 3rd St. (P.O. Box 31)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

DUNDEE, FL
Dundee Church of Christ

4th and Main St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James C. Yaw
(941) 439-3280

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
Northside Church of Christ

912 NW 19th St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clinton D. Hamilton
(305) 763-1404

FORT MYERS, FL
N. Ft. Myers Church of Christ

200 Pine Island Rd.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Vernon Eugene Ford
(941) 997-3959 or 567-0819

FORT MYERS, FL
Southside Church of Christ

13641 Learning Ct.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David P.  Schmidt
433-2838 or 482-2158

FORT WALTON BEACH, FL
Northside Church of Christ

520 Mary Esther Cutoff
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  O. Fred Liggin
(904) 244-0031

FROSTPROOF, FL
Church of Christ

40 W. “A” St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Felix Salazar
(941) 635-2607

JACKSONVILLE, FL
Marietta Church of Christ

8150 Driggers St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jamie Rhoden
783-2690 or 781-5704

KEY LARGO, FL
Key Largo Church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.

33037 m.m. 100.5 on U.S. 1
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roland Fritz
(305) 451-1194

KISSIMMEE, FL

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jere Frost
                  (407) 452-8822 

MIAMI, FL
Flagler Grove Church of Christ

               (Nearest to Airport)  500 
N.W. 53rd Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gene Robinson
(305) 634-5924

MIAMI, FL
Miami Shores Church of Christ

10275 N.E. 2nd Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lamont White
and Denis Florestant

(305) 758-3036 or 624-1487

MIAMI, FL
N. Miami Church of Christ

13521 Memorial Hwy.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Fred Shewmaker
(305) 893-6909 or 685-3203

MIAMI, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

1450 S.W. 24th Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Alfred A. Reinhardt
856-8376 or 856-6486

MIDDLEBURG, FL
Church of Christ

3155 County Rd. 215
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 282-5616

OCALA, FL
Church of Christ

3900 S. Pine
(441, 301 & 27 S.)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Hudgins
(352) 694-2922

OKEECHOBEE, FL
Big Lake Church of Christ
1115 Southwest 3rd Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Herb Braswell
(941) 357-3089 or 467-1013

ORANGE PARK, FL
Orange Park Church of Christ

1365 Kingsley Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Artur Loeber
(904) 282-9047

ORLANDO, FL
Azalea Park Church of Christ

6800 Lake Underhill Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Scott Love
(407) 277-7931

ORLANDO, FL
Par St. Church of Christ

15 W. Par St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Rod Amanet
(407) 898-8601or 628-2995

ORLANDO, FL
S. Bumby Church of Christ

3940 S. Bumby 
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Robert Harkrider
and David Banning

(407) 851-8031 or 855-2670

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL
Beach Church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Witherington
(904) 234-2521 or 784-7999

PANAMA CITY, FL
Church of Christ
3339 Florida Ave.

(Between Baldwin Rd. & Hwy. 390)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Marvin Hudson
(904) 265-6539

PENSACOLA, FL
East Hill Church of Christ

2708 E. Nine Mile Rd.
at Camberwell Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sam Brinkley, Jr.
479-2130 or 477-5819

PENSACOLA, FL
Northside Church of Christ

4001 N. Ninth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joseph R. Mazter
(850) 432-0736

PERRY, FL
Perry Church of Christ

714 N. Calhoun St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rick Mott
(904) 584-2645 or 584-8902

PLANT CITY, FL
Plant City Church of Christ

315 N. Wilder Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary M. Ogden
(813) 752-2227 or 752-2771

ST. PETERSBURG, FL
Church of Christ

901 49th St. South
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Doug Barlar
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SARASOTA, FL
Church of Christ

2445 Fruitville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  James Hanaker
and Mickey Martin

755-1128

SEFFNER, FL
Church of Christ

621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gibson
813-684-1297

 HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TAMPA, FL
58th Street Church of Christ

12200 N. 58th St.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(813) 988-3380 or 988-4646

TARPON SPRINGS, FL
Tarpon Springs Church of Christ

570 E. Orange St.
(corner of Disston)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Dickens
(727) 938-3967 or 937-9327

UMATILLA, FL
Golden Triangle Church of Christ

210 Kentucky Avenue
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Assembly 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  James L. Yopp
(352) 669-8490 or 483-0363

ZEPHYRHILLS, FL
Church of Christ
5444 Fourth St.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Don Hastings
(813) 788-9587

ACWORTH, GA
Etowah Church of Christ

2714 Valleyhill Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff Winburn
(770) 974-2814

ENTERVILLE, GA
Centerville Church of Christ

250 Collins Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  J. Wiley Adams
(912) 922-1158 or 953-5217

MARTINEZ, GA
Martinez Church of Christ

201 Belair Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John M. Trigg
863-9744 

PINE MOUNTAIN VALLEY, GA
Church of Christ
Route 116 (near

Callaway Gardens)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229

VALDOSTA, GA
Church of Christ

4313 North Valdosta Rd.
(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 6 off I-75)

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Evangelist: William H. Sowder, Sr.

244-8630 or 794-2456

WARNER ROBINS, GA
Westside Church of Christ

1158 Willow
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paul Ayres
(912) 784-7078

BLACKFOOT, ID
Church of Christ
370 N. Shilling

P.O. Box 158-83221
Classes   1: 30 P.M.
Bible Study 2: 30 P.M.
Worship 3: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Thompson
(208) 785-5773 or 785-6168

WENDELL, ID
Church of Christ

801 E. Main
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.

(208) 536-6296

ABINGDON, IL
Abingdon Church of Christ

209 N. Main
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John B. Wilson
(309) 462-5368

BENTON, IL
Church of Christ

203 N. Central St. P.O. Box 12
(north of Wal-Mart

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ronald D. Grifffin
(618) 438-2911 or 439-4605

BRADLEY, IL
Church of Christ

1505 E. Broadway
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jon Quinn
(815) 932-9014 or 939-3315

BURBANK, IL
Burbank Church of Christ

8230 S. Laramie Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Charles Eads
(708) 423-6703

CHICAGO, IL
Northside Church of Christ

4440 W. Adams St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James R. Davis, Sr.
624-7599

CHICAGO, IL
Church of Christ

1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Donald Hawkins
333-4875 or 224-9279

EAST ALTON, IL
Church of Christ
450 E. Airline Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Parks
(618) 259-7532

GLEN ELLYN, IL
Church of Christ

796 Prairie, 60137
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(630) 858-2290 or 529-2149

PALATINE, IL
Church of Christ

(N.W. Chicago Suburb)
1050 N. Deer Ave.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Speer
(847) 991-1288

BLOOMINGTON, IN
Church of Christ
825 West 2nd St.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

332-0501

CLARKSVILLE, IN
Clarksville Church of Christ

407 W. Highway 131
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Elmo Wilson
Church building:(812) 944-2305

 Home: (812) 288-4206
Elders: 944-1878 or 948-9917

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN
Southside Church of Christ
.2 mile east of U.S. 231 on 

300 S. (Rt. 7, Box 323)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church Bldg: (765) 361-9812
James Page: (765) 362-9168

DANVILLE, IN

2849 East Main St.
Bible Classes 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Willis
Home Phone: (317) 272-0506

Building: (317) 745-4708

ELLETTSVILLE, IN
Church of Christ

303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Johnie Edwards
(812) 876-2285 or 336-4630

HAMMOND, IN
Woodmar Church of Christ

2133 169th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(219) 845-8942 

HOBART, IN
Church of Christ
300 N. Liberty St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Owens
(219) 942-2663

JAMESTOWN, IN
Church of Christ

(1 Mi. south of I-74)
Cor. Darlington & Mill Sts.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Denver Niemeier
(765) 676-6404 or (317) 852-7782

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Castleton Church of Christ

7701 East 86th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

485-7771 or 842-3613

KOKOMO, IN
Church of Christ

1217 S. Courtland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 10: 30 A.M.
 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Blackaby
(765) 453-2356

MUNCIE, IN
Church of Christ

301 N. Calvert Ave.
Bible Study     9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Hamilton
284-5299 or 286-5488

NEW ALBANY, IN
Silver St. Church of Christ

1101 Silver St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Thurs. Morning  10: 00 A.M. 

Evangelist:  Guy Roberson
945-0664 or 945-7874

NOBLESVILLE, IN
Noblesville Church of Christ

1008 S. 9th Street

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle Pope
(913) 631-6519 or 599-3692

TOPEKA, KS
Oakland Church of Christ

553 Wilson
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

235-8687 or 273-7977

WICHITA, KS
Westside Church of Christ

3500 S. Meridian
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike O’Neal
Elders: B. Allen, L. Westbrook
(316) 729-9302 or 838-6274 

ASHLAND, KY
Tri-State Church of Christ
1314 Montgomery Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Edwards
(606) 325-9742

BEAVER DAM, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.

Worship      10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study    After Worship 
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(7:30 during DST)
Evangelist:  Gary E. Bagwell

274-4451 or 274-4486

BOWLING GREEN, KY
West End Church of Christ

1609 Parkside Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dudley Ross Spears
(502) 842-7880 or 781-4947

CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY
Sunny Hill Dr.

Church of Christ
(near the Dairy Queen)

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(502) 789-1651 

DANVILLE, KY
385 E. Lexington Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists
Steve Wolfgang & Scott Vifquain

236-4204, 236-8506
or 238-0860

ELIZABETHTOWN, KY
Collegeview Church of Christ

611A College St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Bryant
737-5498 or 737-4188

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evengelist: H.L. Collett
(317) 773-8864 or 773-2321

 

OOLITIC, IN
Church of Christ

400 Lafayette Ave.
P.O. Box 34

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

279-4332

PEKIN, IN
Church of Christ

(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary L. Coles
967-3437 or 967-3520

RICHMOND, IN
Gaar Road Church of Christ

1835 Gaar Rd. (1 mi. S. of
I-70 off Hwy. 227)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Douglas R. Clark
(765) 935-2911

TRAFALGAR, IN
Spearsville Rd. Church of Christ

6244 W. 500W
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Perry Hurst 
(765) 349-7313

WEST LAFAYETTE, IN
Church of Christ

1850 Woodland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 15 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry J. Curry
(317) 463-9947 or 463-6409

DES MOINES, IA
Church of Christ

1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ron Anderson
262-6799

GRINNELL, IA
Church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Al Sandlin
(515)236-6052

alchar@aol.com
 

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LENEXA, KS
Lenexa Church of Christ

7845 Cottonwood
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
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ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

PASCAGOULA, MS
Chico Road Church of Christ

Corner of Scovel Rd.
& Chico Rd.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 762-9557

STARKVILLE, MS
Northside Church of Christ

1200 N. Montgomery St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

BLUE SPRINGS, MO
South Ave. Church of Christ

101 W. South Ave.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jim Bailey
(816) 228-9262

COLUMBIA, MO
Eastside Church of Christ

1510 Audubon
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

445-5497 or 443-0634

DONIPHAN, MO
Southside Church of Christ

Hwy. 142 E. ½ mile
(P.O. Box 220)

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(314) 996-3251 or 996-3513

FAIRGROVE, MO
Church of Christ

217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Bible Study  10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Walter Myers
(417) 859-2333

Joe Easterly: 759-2351

KAHOKA, MO
Westside Church of Christ

671 W. Thompson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  George Hickman
(660) 727-2090

KANSAS CITY, MO

Hickman Mills Church of Christ
11610 S. 71 Hwy.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(816) 331-6482

KANSAS CITY, MO
Nashua Church of Christ

11425 N. Main St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Broyles
(816) 532-4270 or 734-4142

KANSAS CITY, MO
Vivion Road Church of Christ

2026 N.E. Vivion Rd.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Kinzel
(816) 453-6157

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

$95.00 PER YEAR

GLASGOW, KY
East Main St. Church of Christ

106 Carnation Dr.
(across from Gorin Park)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Charles Holton, Evangelist
651-7141

HODGENVILLE, KY
South Lincoln Blvd. 

0.8 mi. south of Square  
on 31 E.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M

Jim Bickford: 358-4088
358-4352

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Indian Hills Church of Christ

116 Sequoia Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Cook
(502) 259-9727

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ

Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joey Cooper
259-4968

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church of Christ

3741 Taylorsville Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Humphries
499-9942 or 459-8730

LOUISVILLE, KY
Manslick Rd.Church of Christ

4724 E. Manslick Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Himmel
231-8435 

Office: 964-3624

LOUISVILLE, KY
Valley Station Church or Christ

1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Everette Hardin
937-2822

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

4401 West Broad St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sidney L. Shanks
502-772-3026 or 778-3254

OWENSBORO, KY
Westside Church or Christ

4201 Bent Tree Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Michael Thomas
(502) 683-4204 or 771-0000

OWENSBORO, KY
Southside Church or Christ

2920 New Hartford Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff Lankford
(502) 683-5386 or 684-8722

REGINA, KY
Road Creek Church or Christ
7 miles west of Elkhorn City

on Route 460 & Route 80
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(606) 754-9883, 754-8642
or 754-5398

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

1/4 mi. E. of I-65 or Hwy. 44
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Heath Rogers
(502) 543-4446

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Hebron Lane Church or Christ
Rt. 61 on Hebron Ln.1/4 mile

Sun. Morning 9: 00 A.M.
Sun. Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy Alexander
957-6845 or 957-5115

SOMERSET, KY
Southside Church or Christ

390 Old Monticello Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Art Ogden
(606) 679-5762 or 678-8005

TOMPKINSVILLE, KY
Lyons Chapel Church of Christ

Highway 100 East
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Lee
(502) 487-8448

BATON ROUGE, LA
Park Forest Church of Christ

9923 Sunny Cline Dr.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Crews
275-4684 or 273-1105

BOSSIER CITY, LA
Bossier Church of Christ

2917 Foster
Bible Study 9 : 30 A.M.
Worship 10 : 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Henderson
(318) 747-4308 or 868-9054 

LAKE CHARLES, LA
Southside Church of Christ

3919 Auburn St.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kenneth R. Hoyle
(318) 474-9122 or 474-9866

LEESVILLE, LA
White Park Church of Christ

17801 Nolan Trace
20 mi. from Fort Polk
(5 mi. W. of Leesville)

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(318) 239-4614

SHREVEPORT, LA
Twin Cities Church of Christ

203 Kay Lane
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: John West
(318) 797-0805 or 747-2766

STONEWALL, LA
N. DeSoto Church of Christ

172 Woolworth Rd. in Stonewall
(South of Shreveport)

Worship  9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

925-2831 or 925-2733

PORTLAND, ME
Church of Christ

856 Brighton Ave.
Maine Turnpike Exit 8

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 2: 00 P.M.

Call for mid-week assemblies
Evangelist:  Patrick Kelly

(207) 856-2909

ARBUTUS, MD
Arbutus Church of Christ

5205 East Dr., Suite D
(East Drive Shopping Center)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church phone: (410) 247-1396 or 
(410) 789-2080, 859-0116

SEVERN, MD
Southwest Church of Christ

805 Meadow Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(410) 551-6549 or 969-1420

RIVERDALE, MD
(Washington, D.C. area)

Wildercroft Church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dale Smelser
(301) 474-7460 or 464-9409

           

DECKERVILLE, MI
Church of Christ
2556 Maple St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Contact: Craig Thomas
(810) 648-5009 or 648-2515

ROSEVILLE, MI
South Macomb
Church of Christ
18551 Eastland

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(810) 775-4059

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

ST. CHARLES, MN
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 3: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Robert Lehnertz
(507) 534-2905 or 932-3521

ST. PAUL, MN
Summit Ave. Church of Christ

10 S. Grotto
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(612) 222-0872 or 738-7987

BOONEVILLE, MS
Church of Christ

101 Oakleigh Dr. Located on W. 
Chambers Dr., New Hwy. 4 By-pass

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship  10: 30 A.M.
Evening 4: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 728-3213 or 728-6345

COLUMBUS, MS
Woodlawn Church of Christ
359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Willis Logan
(601) 356-6629

GULFPORT, MS
Morris Rd. Church of Christ

located 1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd.
& 3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(228) 832-5529 

JACKSON, MS
Clinton Blvd. Church of Christ

5535 Clinton Blvd
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Leonard White
922-4957 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN, MS
Grandview Church of Christ

2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Frank Whidden
(601) 482-0543 (bldg.)

(601) 679-8542 or 483-3652

MERIDIAN, MS
7th St. Church of Christ

2914 7th St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: James Strickland
(601) 483-3101 or 483-4258
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Have we stopped declaring the whole coun-
sel of God?

Michael Jones
Somewhere around 15 years ago, I had my first experience with unde-

nominational Christianity. Like most people in the religious world, my 
understanding of Christianity was that it looked like a tapestry, with the 
various denominations likened to 
the patches that make up a whole 
quilt. I was totally ignorant that 
division within the body of Christ 
was sinful (1 Cor 1:10-13). I came 
from a Baptist background, but 
I imagine that virtually anyone 
from a denominational background 
viewed Christianity in a similar 
light.

When I first visited a church of Christ, I was amazed at the level of 
Bible knowledge that the typical member possessed. I was so amazed by 
it, that I distinctly remember telling my Baptist friends that, “The aver-
age church of Christ member could run circles around some of the best 
Baptist scholars you could produce in general Bible knowledge.” After 
making this observation, I wondered why this was true. Then, like a bolt 
of lightning, it occurred to me: the church of Christ was actually teaching 
the Bible, whereas the Baptist church I attended was not. The command 
to “preach the word” was taken seriously (2 Tim 4:2).

It is with much regret that I look at the church today and wonder if we 
have left the mandate of true Bible teaching. I have heard many sermons 
in churches of Christ where there is not a single Bible verse read or re-
ferred to for the first 15 or 20 minutes of the sermon. I have also heard 
sermons where the lack of preparation is obvious, usually filling most 
of the sermon time with stories and anecdotes that contribute nothing to 
serious Bible study. The congregation languishes in a spiritual morass, 
never sees any spiritual growth, and is taught by example that there need 
be no emphasis on actually teaching the Bible. Slowly, but surely, the 
congregations are becoming just like the Baptist church that I left all 
those years ago: full of sermons with entertaining oratories with only a 
few obligatory Scriptures thrown in, and rather obtusely at that. I call this 
the “let me entertain you” school of preaching. If you hear more stories 

A Wake-Up Call  
For the Church



 Truth Magazine — December 2, 1999(706)

See “Conversion” p. 730

    2

Vol. XLIII         December 2 , 1999          No. 23

Editor: Mike Willis
Associate Editor: Connie W. Adams

Staff Writers
J. Wiley Adams      Irvin Himmel
Donald P. Ames  Olen Holderby
O.C. Birdwell, Jr.  Frank Jamerson
Dick Blackford    Daniel H. King
Edward Bragwell  Aude McKee
Paul J. Casebolt  Harry Osborne
Bill Cavender   H.E. Phillips
Bob Dickey   Donnie V. Rader
Johnie Edwards  Tom Roberts
Harold Fite   Weldon E. Warnock
Larry Hafley   Lewis Willis
Ron Halbrook   Bobby Witherington
Clinton D. Hamilton Steve Wolfgang

Guardian of  Truth Foundation
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Connie W. Adams  Fred Pollock
Alan Birdwell   Weldon E. Warnock
O.C. Birdwell, Jr.  Mike Willis
Dickey Cooper  Steve Wolfgang 
Ron Halbrook

— Subscription Rates —
$19.00 Per Year

Single Copies — $2.00 each
Foreign Subscriptions — $22.00

— Bulk Rates —

$1.25 per subscription per month
Manuscripts should be sent to Mike Wil-
lis, 6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123, 
317-272-6520. E-mail: mikewillis1 @com-
puserve. com
All business matters should be addressed 
to O.C. Birdwell, Jr. who serves as Executive 
Vice-President for the Guardian of Truth 
Foundation. He is available by phone at 
1-800-633-3216 or by mail at P.O. Box 858, 
Athens, AL 35611.
Subscriptions, renewals and other cor-
respondence should be sent to Truth 
Magazine, P.O. Box 9670, Bowling Green, 
KY 42101.
Book orders should be sent to Truth Book-
store, P.O. Box 9670, Bowling Green, KY 
42101. Phone: 1-800-428-0121.
Postmaster: Send change of address to P.O. 
Box 9670, Bowling Green, KY 42101. 

Conversion: A Book of Ser-
mons
Mike Willis

In May 1967, I began preaching on a full-time basis just a few months 
before my 20th birthday. I lived near my oldest brother, Cecil Willis, 
who had distinguished himself as a gospel preacher. Under his tutelage, 
I developed as a gospel preacher. One of the best things that he did for 
me was to guide my studies by directing me to preach the first principles 
of the oracles of God during that first year of preaching. I preached many 
sermons on conversion and the church.

In guiding my studies, Cecil loaned me his copy of Conversion by 
B.F. Manire. I found this to be an excellent tool for this study. Using the 
text of Scripture and the studies presented in this book, Sermons by J.W. 
McGarvey, The Gospel Plan of Salvation by T.W. Brents, and Gospel 
Preacher, Volumes 1-2, by Benjamin Franklin, I methodically preached 
on every case of New Testament conversion during that year. Years later, 
I found a copy of Manire’s book in a used book sale and added it to my 
collection. It is by far, the best study of the various cases of conversion 
presently in print.

This series on conversion has been printed on several occasions. The 
twelve sermons on Conversion were first published sometime before 
1875  in the Southern Christian Weekly of Alabama, which was owned 
and edited by J.M. Pickens. In 1881, they were rewritten for the Apos-
tolic Church, a monthly magazine which was published by W.L. Butler 
of Mayfield, Kentucky. They were followed in that periodical by three 
parts of the sermon on Baptism. In 1890 and ’91, these were all revised 
again, and published in the Church Register of Plattsburg, Missouri, of 
which James C. Creel was the editor and proprietor.

Some of the materials in this book were first published in the book, 
although most of it appeared in the various series mentioned before. The 
sermon on “What Must I Do To Be Saved?” was written first in 1856 
when Manire was in the fourth year of his ministry, and was published 
by Dr. John T. Walsh in the American Christian Preacher of Kinston, 
North Carolina. Some years afterward it was published in the Gospel 
Advocate of Nashville, Tennessee, and soon after the war in the Ameri-
can Christian Review of Cincinnati, Ohio. It was rewritten for each of 
these and brought to its present form. In 1871, it was published in the 

Editorial
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continued next page

The Importance of Mar-
riage

Donnie V. Rader

Is marriage important? How you answer that question has everything 
to do with how you approach marriage, commitment to it and even di-
vorce. In that marriage is a divine institution, it goes without saying that 
it is important. Another obvious fact is that the world’s view of marriage 
continues to decline.

The Sunday Tennessean (June 6, 1999) had an article on the front page 
entitled, “Importance of marriage declines.” The article stated:

Divorce has become so common in Tennessee that almost two-thirds of 
all new marriages involve either a divorced bride or groom, and 38% of 
weddings are between two divorced persons, a new study shows.
 
The report released by the conservative Tennessee Family Institute, is 
based on marriage data from the past 20 years.
 
Research analyst Roger Abramson, who wrote the report, said the numbers 
reflect a societal shift toward placing less importance on the institution 
of marriage.
 
“The institution of marriage generally is in a weaker state now than it was 
(20 years ago) because people don’t view marriage as the commitment 
they once did,” Abramson said. “We now have a state with a significant 
group of people where families are torn apart for no other reason than 
they just want to.”
 
. . . But information from the National Center for Health Statistics has 
for years been used to predict that about half of new marriages will end 
in divorce.
 
Tennessee’s divorce rate of 6.3 per 1,000 people is the eighth-highest rate 
in the country, according to an NCHS study, and state statistics show a 
growing number of Tennesseans are getting married for their fifth and 
sixth time.

The attitudes reflected in these studies affect God’s people too. We 
live in a world that shapes and molds the weaker ones to be like it (Rom. 
12:1-3). Thus, it behooves us to teach continually about the importance 
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of marriage.

Marriage Was Created By God
Marriage is not a creation of mankind, but of God him-

self. In the very beginning God saw that it was not good 
that man should be alone and he thus said, “I will make him 
a helper comparable to him” (Gen. 2:18). So, God created 
Eve from his rib and said, “Therefore a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh” (v. 24). This principle, stated in the 
garden, was quoted by Paul (Eph. 5:31) and Jesus himself 
(Matt. 19:4-6) when teaching on marriage.

This institution, called marriage, was planned and de-
signed by God. Being the author of it, God set the laws that 
are to govern this relationship (Gen. 2:24; Rom. 7:2-3).

The Purpose of Marriage
The importance of marriage is clearly seen when we 

understand why God created it. What is the purpose of 
marriage?

1. Companionship. When God saw that it was not good 
that man should be alone, he made a wife for him (Gen. 
2:18-24).

2. Legitimately bearing children. It is possible to have 
children without the honor of marriage. However, to do so 
involves sin. When God created marriage in the beginning 
he said,  “So God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He created 
them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be 
fruitful and multiply . . .’” (Gen. 1:27-28).

 
Paul said, “Therefore I desire that the younger widows 

marry, bear children, manage the house, give no opportunity 
to the adversary to speak reproachfully” (1 Tim. 5:14).

3. For sexual relations — to avoid fornication. Lest man 
behave as an animal and seek to fulfill his desire with any 
who would be willing, he designed marriage for the lawful 
sexual union. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, 

Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let each man 
have his own wife, and let each woman have her own hus-
band. Let the husband render to his wife the affection due 
her, and likewise also the wife to her husband. The wife 
does not have authority over her own body, but the husband 
does. And likewise the husband does not have authority 
over his own body, but the wife does (1 Cor. 7:2-4).

The same apostle wrote to the Hebrews saying, “Mar-
riage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but 
fornicators and adulterers God will judge” (Heb. 13:4).

Marriage Is Not Important If . . . 

There are several ways that one may not honor marriage 
as God intended. Marriage is not important if . . .

1. There is sex before marriage. Premarital sex is not 
uncommon. Earlier in this decade the Tennessean reported 
that 63% of today’s teenagers see nothing morally wrong 
with sexual relations before marriage. That’s scary! That 
means that 63% of the people our teenagers associate with 
see nothing wrong with sex before marriage. 

The Hebrew writer said that the marriage bed (sexual 
relations in marriage) is undefiled. However, the fornica-
tor (pre-marital) and the adulterer (extra-marital) God will 
condemn (Heb. 13:4). Those who commit fornication, not 
only violate an emphatic prohibition, but have no respect 
for marriage.

2. Adultery is committed. When a married person goes 
outside the realm of marriage for sexual relations, his mar-
riage is not important to him at all. We have already noted 
that Hebrews 13:4 says God will condemn such a person. 
Jesus taught that this unfaithful act gives the innocent party 
the right to put his mate away and remarry another (Matt. 
5:32; 19:9).

3. One divorces without a scriptural right. When asked 
if a man could divorce his wife without a cause, Jesus re-
sponded with four reasons why the answer was “no” (Matt. 
19:3-6). Paul taught the same in 1 Corinthians 7:10-13. 
Jesus gave only one scriptural cause for divorce: fornication 
(Matt. 5:32; 19:9). When a person divorces for any other 
cause, they do not honor marriage or God’s law.

4. One remarries without a scriptural right. Jesus said, 
“And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, 
except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, com-
mitteth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away 
doth commit adultery” (Matt. 19:9). The only one who has 
a right to remarry (in the case of divorce) is one who has 
put his mate away for the cause of fornication. All others 
commit adultery when they remarry.

The strictness of God’s law tells us that he views mar-
riage as important. If his law would allow divorce for any 
cause, or remarriage in any divorce, it would indicate a 
lesser view of marriage. The very article we cited above 
suggests that frivolous divorce and remarriage is a sign that 
marriage is not important.

5. You are not the mate you ought to be. It is not only 
those who commit fornication or divorce who view mar-
riage unimportant. Those who stay together and are never 
unfaithful to their mate could be guilty too. Those who do 
not work at making their marriage the best it can be, do not 
think marriage is important. If it is, they would change!

Husbands who view marriage as important seek to love 
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their wives as themselves (Eph. 5:22-28), be understanding, 
honor their wives and treat them as the weaker vessel (1 Pet. 
3:7). Wives who think marriage is important strive to love 
their husbands (Tit. 2:5), be submissive (1 Pet. 3:1-6), and 
have reverence for their husbands (Eph. 5:33).

We know marriage is important to God. We know that 
marriage is not important to the world. How do you view 
marriage?

(Matt. 15:8-9). Because no instruction from God under the 
New Testament shows the use of any music besides sing-
ing to be acceptable in worship, a person adding any other 
kind of music is doing so on the basis of human desires and 
pleasure, not the expressed will of God. Will worship fails 
to meet God’s approval, as seen in Colossians 2:23.

New Testament regulations for worship are those that 
apply to God’s people under the new covenant of Jesus 
Christ (Col. 3:17). Old Testament regulations like those 
during David’s day have no relevance or application to 
people in the Lord’s church. To use the Old Testament is 
to burden oneself with the entire Mosaic Law, according 
to Galatians 5:1-4, including its insistence upon animal 
sacrifices and the Levitical priesthood. To accept part of the 
Old Testament practices but refuse others, in the absence 
of any such direction from the Lord to do so, is to make 
one’s own thinking superior to God’s thinking and to fall 
from divine grace.                 

In spite of David’s use of the instrument or the encour-
agement to use such, as in Psalm 150, the New Testament 
instructs the Christian to sing and make melody in his heart 
to the Lord. The heart of the worshiper is the instrument 
that is employed in acceptable worship, and its melody is 
the only melody that the Lord stresses (Eph. 5:19; Col. 
3:16).

In view of biblical teaching along the lines discussed in 
this study, it is important to ask for New Testament teach-
ing that authorizes the use of the mechanical instrument of 
music in worship to God. Anyone using such ought to be 
willing to provide New Testament justification for its use. 
Where is that teaching found in the New Testament? If it 
can be produced, then we should all practice it. If it cannot 
be found, then all should omit its use in order to please the 
Lord, which is the very essence of worship. 

24978 Bubba Trail, Athens, Alabama 35613
408 Dow Dr., Shelbyville, Tennessee 37160

Why No Instruments of Music?

Bobby L. Graham
  

This question often comes from honest people, wonder-
ing why some of us do not use mechanical instruments in 
the worship of the Lord. It is a fair question that demands 
a fair answer.

All worship of God is limited by whatever divine instruc-
tions have been given for our guidance. God has always 
prescribed what constitutes acceptable worship of him 
under every dispensation that he has made with mankind. 
We must conform our efforts to his will and seek never to 
impose our own wills upon his. A lesson learned from the 
very first instance of worship recorded in the Old Testament 
— that of Cain and Abel in Genesis 4 — is that we must act 
by faith in God, based on what he has spoken, if our wor-
ship is to please him (Heb. 11:4). The same lesson can be 
learned from the Mosaic dispensation, in the case of Nadab 
and Abihu offering strange fire to the Lord in Leviticus 10. 
Whatever God has not sanctified as acceptable to him in 
worship is unauthorized and constitutes will worship.

We also learn from the New Testament that worship can 
be will worship — worship established by one’s own will 
(self-directed worship). Paul spoke about this in Colossians 
2:23. The Lord himself declared that worship based upon 
the doctrines and commandments of men is offered in vain 
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few within the sanctum sanctorum, to be reserved for the 
“clergy” and kept from the “laity.” John related that “the 
common people heard him gladly” (John 12:37). Even on 
those occasions when Jesus taught his disciples (apostles) 
privately, it was to give them understanding so the mes-
sage could be fully declared later. “Whatever I tell you in 
the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, 
preach on the housetops” (Matt. 10:27). The parables, 
though concealing truth from prejudiced hearts, were open 
to those seeking to know the truth. Jesus, when asked why 

he used parables, explained: 

Because it has been given to you 
to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it 
has not been given. For whoever 
has, to him more will be given, 
and he will have abundance; but 
whoever does not have, even what 
he has will be taken away from 
him. Therefore I speak to them in 
parables, because seeing they do 
not see, and hearing they do not 
hear, nor do they understand . . . 
but blessed are your eyes for they 
see, and your ears for they hear 
(Matt. 13:11-16). 

The apostle Paul made mention of some minds that were 
blinded to truth, but it was of their own doing, not the re-
sult of the message: “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is 
veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god of 
this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine on them” (2 Cor. 4:3-4). In fact, it is God who 
“commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (v. 6). The same God 

“Attitudes Toward Preaching” Series

Privacy: “Let’s Keep This  
Among Us Boys!”

One of the wonderful things about the preaching of Jesus 
(in addition to its wisdom, grace, perfection and relevance) 
was that it was always open and aboveboard, public in 
nature, not hidden in back rooms and secret conclaves. 
Knowing that he had the “words of eternal life” (John 6:68), 
Jesus proclaimed the gospel of the Kingdom openly to the 
multitudes: “. . . I spoke openly to the world. I always taught 
in synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews always 
meet, and in secret I have said nothing” (John 18:20). In 
his journeys, Jesus “went through the cities and villages, 
teaching . . .” (Luke 18:22) in such 
a fashion that multitudes heard him 
(Mark 2:13). 

From the beginning, Jesus in-
tended that the message of grace 
be free, uninhibited, unbound, and 
unfettered by human authority. No 
man or group of men has the right 
to limit the spread of the gospel; 
it has been certified by Jesus’ 
authority as the son of God and 
com- missioned to the world (Mark 
16:15-16; Matt. 28:18-20; Luke 
24:44-49). It is an eternal message, 
to all men of every race. It cannot 
be fettered by creeds. Its authority 
cannot be diminished by synods and councils. Translation 
committees cannot alter the original inscriptions. Private 
interpretation, in which efforts to teach “another gospel” 
are waged, are condemned (Gal. 1:6-9). Private and secret 
groups which seek to subvert or change the definition of 
truth and who often invoke secrecy and personal privilege 
will be exposed. Cloaks of darkness cannot hide the light 
of the gospel.

The message of the cross was not given to a select 

Tom M. Roberts
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who commanded physical light to spring into being (Gen. 
1:3) is the same God who sheds spiritual light throughout 
the world by the power of his word. Without physical light, 
life on earth would die; without spiritual light, mankind 
will perish in sin. It is unthinkable that anyone would try 
to keep people in darkness from the light of the gospel of 
Christ. Yet, in reality, there are those who attempt to hinder 
the free knowledge of truth.

Clergy Interference
Certain religions establish a “clergy” and “laity” dis-

tinction that is foreign to New Testament Christianity. 
“Clergy” refers to an ecclesiastical hierarchy imposed on 
religious bodies by which some men are elevated in rank 
above others. “Laity” defines the rest of people who are 
ranked beneath the authority of the clergymen. Not only 
is this system foreign to New Testament Christianity, it is 
antithetical to it. The New Testament teaches a brotherhood 
of believers in which each Christian is a holy priest (1 Pet. 
2:4-10). Only Jesus is a high-priest over other priests (Heb. 
7:20-27). The only structure given to the church of the Lord 
is that revealed in Philippians 1:2: “bishops, deacons and 
saints.” A “bishop” is a spiritual overseer (also called an 
elder, presbyter, and shepherd: 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9; 1 
Pet. 5:1-4; Acts 14:23; 20:17-38). The work of a bishop is 
a place of service, not an office of rank. How different is 
the life of Jesus Christ (who is our High Priest and Chief 
Shepherd) from those who wear expensive garments of 
silk and tapestry, with jewels on their fingers and tiaras 
of diamonds on their head, demanding rank, superior-
ity, privilege, and prestige. In contrast, Jesus washed the 
feet of the disciples and taught that “those who would be 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven will be servant of all” 
(Luke 22:24-26).

But the greater danger lies not in the elevation of men 
to superior rank in religion; these clergymen demand the 
right to interpret scripture for the lesser laity, “let’s just keep 
this among us boys!” Declaring that they stand between 
God and the lower laity, the clergy claim the right to give 
or withhold Scripture as part of the sacerdotal system of 
exclusive priesthood. Note this excerpt from an address by 
the cardinals of Rome to Pope Pius III, which is preserved 
in the National Library of Paris, folio No. 1068, Vol. 2, 
650-651 (via The Sower, Vol. 5, No. 1, Yuma, AZ):

 Of all the advice that we can offer your holiness we must 
open your eyes well and use all possible force in the mat-
ter, namely, to permit the reading of the gospel as little as 
possible in all the countries under your jurisdiction. Let 
the very little part of the gospel suffice which is usually 
read in mass, and let no one be permitted to read more. So 
long as people will be content with the small amount, your 
interest will prosper; but as soon as the people want to read 
more, your interest will fail. The Bible is the book, which 
more than any other, has raised against us the tumults and 
tempests by which we have almost perished. In fact, if one 

compares the teaching of the Bible with what takes place 
in our churches, he will soon find discord, and will realize 
that our teachings are often different from the Bible, and 
oftener still, contrary to it.
 

 Not only do they lay claim to control the Scriptures, 
but they also lay claim to the right to dispense grace as 
representatives of Christ. Thus, “sacraments” are given 
or restricted, depending on the decision of the clergy, “the 
good ol’ boys.” By this sacerdotal system, millions are 
held in spiritual bondage for fear of losing “grace” through 
displeasing the clergy who stand between them and God.

Protestant Creeds
Not to allow Catholics to get one step ahead of them, 

Protestant churches likewise use the “just among us boys” 
error in its creedal systems. No denomination can exist 
without a creed. Thus, denominations form synods, coun-
cils, committees, and conferences which formulate the 
creeds distinctive to that particular religious body. Creeds 
form barriers from one denomination to another and to 
be a part of a specific denomination, one must accept the 
authority of the creed which denominates that body. The 
Methodist Discipline makes Methodists, not Baptists; the 
Lutheran Catechism makes Lutherans, not Catholics; the 
writings of Mary Baker Eddy make Christian Scientists, 
not Unitarians; the Watch Tower Society makes Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, not Episcopalians; the Book of Mormon (and 
other writings of Joseph Smith, et al.) makes Mormons, 
not Sabbatarians, etc.

Jesus condemned human creeds: “Hypocrites! Well did 
Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: ‘These people draw 
near to me with their mouth, and honor me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me, and in vain they worship 
me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men’” 
(Matt. 15:8-9).

The apostle Paul condemned division (“denominational-
ism” means “division”) when he said, “Now I plead with 
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). He 
further rebuked that church for allowing division based 
upon following certain men: “For it has been declared 
to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s 
household, that there are contentions among you. Now I 
say that, that each of you says, ‘I am of Paul,’ or ‘I am of 
Apollos,’ or ‘I am of Cephas,’ or ‘I am of Christ.’ Is Christ 
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized 
in the name of Paul?” (vv. 11-13).

How long will it take us to learn that “just among us 
boys” is an attitude that violates the will of Christ, causes 
division, permits creeds to multiply and destroys the unity 
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of believers. What right does any man or group of 
men have to decide among themselves what doc-
trines to bind upon others?

Among Churches of Christ
Are those of us who are members of the church 

of Christ immune from this syndrome that seems so 
much a part of human practice? By no means! Just 
as the apostles themselves had bad attitudes about 
themselves and about their superiority, we can fall 
prey to the “good ol’ boy” system of thinking. “Just 
among us boys” describes an attitude of heart that elevates 
a few above others, that expects privacy and privilege to 
excuse their error, that extends special treatment to those 
“within the club” and expects reciprocation. Those as-
sociated with Truth Magazine are not beyond this failing 
if we fail to watch ourselves. If we become so enamored 
of ourselves that we expect anyone to accept what we say 
simply because we say it, we have been bitten with the 
“bug.” If we should come to believe that we speak for the 
brotherhood, or a segment thereof (which we do not, nor 
do we seek to do so; each writer speaks only for him or 
herself), we have the “virus” of spiritual elitism that leads 
to denominationalism. If we should come to expect prefer-
ential treatment from others so that we are above criticism 
or biblical review, we have fallen ill to the syndrome. If we 
think we are the “inner circle” of the sanctum sanctorum, 
expecting privacy to cover our error, we are as guilty as the 
Pope of Rome, the Lutheran Synod or the Baptist General 
Convention of promoting denominationalism. Let there be 
no mistake: “just among us boys” is another word or phrase 
that denotes an attitude that compromises truth, seeks to 
cover sinful beliefs and doctrines, and expels from the “in-
ner circle” of religious superiority those who disagree.

“Just among us boys” describes those who whisper and 
gossip among themselves about those who oppose them 
but who will refuse like cowards to discuss and debate 
like concerned brethren. “The boys” have been known to 
whisper around and get gospel meetings canceled, seek to 
stop a church from hiring a certain preacher with whom they 
disagree, and tear down a reputation of a fellow Christian 
without once discussing an issue or meeting face to face 
with the brother in question.

“The boys” will demand their right to teach error pub-
licly and then hide behind Matthew 18 if one does not 
come to them personally before exposing their sin. Of 
course, they expect the privilege to expose individuals with 
whom they disagree without going to them (those in the 
institutional churches, Christian Churches, denominational 
bodies, etc.).

“The boys” will expect the right to go across the coun-
try and around the world teaching error but will criticize 
those who oppose them as self-seeking opportunists who 

are trying to make a name for themselves, who are jealous, 
who do not respect congregational autonomy and who lack 
brotherly love.

“The boys” demand the right to teach error and remain 
in fellowship with brethren everywhere. The “brothers” of 
“the boys” are willing to extend fellowship to those who 
teach error in direct contradiction of Scriptures: 2 John 
9-11; Romans 16:17; Galatians 1:6-9, etc. You see, it is 
not enough to avoid evil practices (Rom. 1:18-31). The 
Scripture also condemns those who “approve of those who 
practice them” (v. 32). Yet there are those “among the boys” 
who teach egregious error about adulterous marriages and 
their “brothers” are willing to associate with them, use them 
in gospel meetings, support them, and condemn those who 
oppose their error.

“The boys” have an attitude that they can spread error 
across the Internet among discussion groups yet plead 
special privilege or “privacy” and demand that no one be 
allowed to review their error. After being chastised by one 
brother quite severely for “violating his privacy” by quoting 
from his material in a discussion group on the Internet, I was 
vindicated after the fact by that entire discussion being sold 
publicly on a CD in a bookstore. It is a strange definition 
of “privacy” to discuss issues among hundreds and claim 
immunity as a private discussion. As a child, most of us 
played a game of “Tag” and would say, “King’s X” if we 
wanted to be immune from being “tagged.” “The boys” 
want to use “King’s X” after teaching error because they 
don’t want to be tagged! Others of this mind-set will teach 
a group of young men or a Bible class in a home and urge 
them to “keep our discussions private.” They especially 
don’t like tape recorders. Tape recorders have an uncanny 
way of being exact about what has been taught!

“The boys” want to be treated with dignity, love, and 
gentleness. They decry the spirit by which one brother 
reviews another’s error. But their desire to be treated with 
dignity, love, and gentleness (which is usually afforded 
them) is returned by caustic criticism toward “journal-
istic jingoism,” “watchdogs,” “buzzards,” brotherhood 
supervisors,” etc. One thing is clear: let a brother teach 
that an adulterous marriage is okay and he will be treated 
with dignity, love, and gentleness by his “brothers.” But 
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let someone expose the error of adulterous marriages and 
those who are willing to fellowship that error and he will 
be boiled in oil! 

“The boys” like to “toss out an idea” and be seen as 
“original thinkers” who are tired of the old “church of 
Christ traditions” and want to introduce something new. It 
is often heard, when these “new ideas” are being explored 
that we are just “thinking out loud to see where this will 
go” and asking for input from other original thinkers as 
“iron sharpens iron” (Prov. 27:17). Of course, when they 
meet a fellow with a “forehead like adamant” (Ezek. 3:9), 
they become mighty unhappy!

“The boys” want to spread their doctrine of fellowship 
with error, compromise and unity in diversity in every way 
possible: a network of religious papers, college campuses, 
gospel meetings, private discussion groups, via the Inter-
net, and house to house. But they don’t want to extend 
the same privilege to those who oppose them. Those who 
oppose them have bad attitudes, ulterior motives, are dis-
honest, are not trustworthy, have a network, and do all this 
without love. Yet I have noticed that any amount of love, 
however great and real, is never enough for the man who is 
determined to teach error. Love him as you will. When you 
oppose him, you don’t love him, in his estimation. Isn’t is 
exceedingly strange that false teachers are always so full 
of love, and those who oppose false teachers are so full of 
hate? Did you notice this oddity? Folks, it is not a lack of 
love that is our problem. Did Paul not love the brother in 
Corinth that was to be disciplined? Did Paul not love Peter 
when he withstood him to the face? Did Jesus not love the 

apostles when he rebuked them for wanting special seats 
in the kingdom? One of the biggest lies ever told by the 
Devil (and used by false teachers) is that it is a lack of 
love that motivates every person that opposes error! But 
one thing is sure: I love my brethren too much to keep my 
mouth shut and let them teach error without hearing about 
it. I love truth too much to keep silent. I love the church 
too much to allow it to be led into digression without some 
effort on my part.

In short, “the boys” don’t like to be questioned, chal-
lenged, put to the test. They want the right to go about 
“hither, thither and yon” teaching what they like to whom-
ever they like without having to face the consequence of 
their actions. The Pope would like to spread Catholicism 
without examination, too. But with dignity, love, and 
gentleness, we will oppose him.

The right attitude to be found in gospel preaching is that 
demonstrated by Jesus. Teach the truth plainly. Put it on the 
housetops. Spread it to the world. Yes, preach the gospel 
from a heart full of love, but don’t be more dignified that 
the Savior. Don’t be more timid than the inspired writers. 
“Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming 
the time. Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer 
each one” (Col. 4:5-6).
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to act on a brotherhood-wide level make a flawed attempt to 
activate the universal church. These brotherhood schemes 
corrupt God’s true plan for the church.

2. Centralized control and oversight of the work of a 
plurality of churches. According to the New Testament 
pattern, each local church is responsible for implementing 
and overseeing its own spiritual work. The local church 
stands alone as the largest functioning body of Christians 
in a given area. As for the role of elders in controlling and 
overseeing the work of local churches, the apostle Peter 
instructs these men to, “Shepherd the flock of God which 
is among you, serving as overseers” (1 Pet. 5:2). It is im-
portant to notice that the elders are not told to shepherd 
several different flocks (churches), or the work of many 
different churches. They are only authorized to shepherd the 
church which is among them. In other words, each church 
is autonomous and independent of all others. Man-made 
schemes, such as television and radio programs, which 
solicit contributions from several churches, and place the 
control and oversight of the work of many churches under 
the eldership of a single church constitute a departure 
from the New Testament pattern. These schemes seek to 
centralize control of the work of many churches, which 
not only threaten God’s plan for each church, but is also a 
determined step toward denominationalism.

3. Failure to make a distinction between the work of the 
church and the work of the individual. Some insist that the 
local church, as a collective body, is authorized by God to 
do whatever an individual Christian is authorized to do. 
In other words, if an individual Christian can support and 
operate a college, then the church can do so as well. Or, 
if an individual Christian has authority to contribute to 
an orphans’ home, then the church has authority to do the 
same. However, the New Testament makes a clear distinc-
tion between individual action and the collective action of 
a local church. While instructing Timothy with regard to 
the care of Christian widows, Paul writes, “If any believing 
man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do 

Threats To God’s Plan For the Church

David Dann

The apostle Paul writes of the Lord’s “intent that  
now the manifold wisdom of God might be made  
known by the church to the principalities and 

powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal 
purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Eph. 3:10-11). The New Testament makes clear to us the 
fact that God has a plan for the church. In fact, each lo-
cal church is on a special mission from God. We find that 
every church is to be involved in the work of evangelism, 
edification, and benevolence (1 Thess. 1:8; Eph. 4:11-12; 
Acts 6:1-7; 1 Tim. 5:3-16). 

However, it is not enough to haphazardly approach these 
God-given tasks with the attitude that the “end justifies the 
means.” We must realize that there is a “pattern of sound 
words” (2 Tim. 1:13) which must be adhered to as we strive 
to do the Lord’s work. We must be zealous to do the Lord’s 
work, but we must also be zealous to do it in the way that 
the Lord has prescribed. It is important for us to be aware 
of some dangerous practices that are a threat to our ability 
to carry out God’s plan for the church. Some threats to 
God’s plan for the church are:

1. Confusion over the “local church” and the “universal 
church.” The Scriptures use the word “church” in two dif-
ferent senses. The Bible uses the word “church” to refer 
to the spiritual body of Christ that is made up of everyone 
who has been redeemed by the blood of Christ, whether 
living or dead (Eph. 4:4; 3:14-15; Col. 1:18). However, the 
word “church” is also used to refer to each local congre-
gation of the Lord’s people meeting together to worship 
and carry out the Lord’s work (Acts 13:1; 1 Thess. 1:1). 
According to Paul, the local church consists of “saints in 
Christ Jesus . . . with the elders and deacons” (Phil. 1:1). 
The New Testament clearly sets forth the pattern by which 
each local church is to organize itself and properly func-
tion as a collective body. On the other hand, the universal 
church has no physical organization, and never functions 
as a collective unit as far as the Scriptures are concerned. 
Man-made schemes that encourage thousands of churches 
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not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those 
who are really widows” (1 Tim. 5:16). Paul draws a clear 
line between the work of “any believing man” (the indi-
vidual) and the responsibilities of the church. While there 
are many worthwhile activities we may involve ourselves 
in as individual Christians, we must remember that God 
has a special plan for the church. Confusion concerning the 
work of the individual and the work of the church creates 
a threat to God’s mission for the church.

4. Recreation and social activities sponsored by the lo-
cal church. Many churches have followed after the popular 
denominational trend of promoting social activities and 
recreation for their members. A good number of these 
churches have spared no expense in building facilities 
such as gymnasiums, “fellowship halls,” and “family-life 
centers,” to help them meet the social needs of the member-
ship. The Lord’s money is used not only in providing such 
facilities, but also to cater to the various social activities 
that are regularly promoted by the local church. However, 
God’s plan for the church is spiritual in nature. In fact, the 
New Testament knows nothing of the church involving 
itself in social and recreational activities such as we see 
today. “For the kingdom of God is not food and drink, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 
14:17). God’s plan for the church is placed in jeopardy 
when the church chooses to involve itself in recreational 
and social activities.

5. A misunderstanding of, and misapplication of “fel-
lowship.” The term “fellowship” is one that is used in the 
New Testament to mean, “sharing together,” or “joint par-
ticipation.” Some churches attempt to justify the practice 
of organizing and paying for social activities based on the 
assumption that such will provide a great opportunity for 
“fellowship” among the members of the church. But, ac-
cording to the Scriptures, fellowship is a term that refers 
to spiritual activity, rather than social activity. Concerning 
the spiritual nature of fellowship, the apostle John writes, 
“That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, 
that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ” 
(1 John 1:3). The Scriptures never speak of fellowship 
with regard to social activities, dinners, or entertainment. 
While the Lord’s supper is referred to as “fellowship” (1 
Cor. 10:16), the Corinthian brethren were sharply rebuked 
when they attempted to turn that “fellowship” into a social 
event (1 Cor. 17-22). God’s plan for the church is often 
compromised when brethren broaden the concept of fel-
lowship to include social activities.

6. Supporting human institutions to do the work of 
the church. Some churches wish to carry out the work of 
evangelism through supporting a man-made plan such as 
a sponsoring church arrangement. Others seek to provide 
for the work of edification by financially supporting a Bible 

college. And still others seek to do their part in benevolence 
by donating sums of money to support orphans’ homes 
and homes for the aged. According to the New Testament, 
God’s plan is for each church is to carry out its own work 
in all of these areas (1 Thess. 1:8; Eph. 4:11-12; Acts 6:1-
7). If the local church can dispatch its responsibility in any 
area by simply sending funds to a human institution, then 
there is really no need for the church at all. However, God 
has given the church a special mission, and he expects the 
church to be faithful in carrying out that mission. It should 
be sufficient to note that if God wanted the church to work 
through human institutions then he would have provided 
instructions concerning this type of work. He has provided 
none. When a church supports human institutions to carry 
out its work, God’s plan for that church is severely threat-
ened, if not entirely discarded.

Conclusion
“I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct 

yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). 
The Lord did not ask for the opinions of men when he set 
forth the New Testament pattern for the work of the church. 
Each local congregation has the God-given responsibility 
to carry out its work according to his plan. Are you helping 
or hindering the progress of that work?
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Some consider prayer for emergency  
only. . . . It is an abuse of prayer to  
use it only in an emergency. “Pray  
without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). 

Why I Left the Episcopal Church
Keith E. Clayton

“But he who enters by the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the 
sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. And when he brings out 
his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice. Yet they will by 
no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, 
for they do not know the voice of strangers” (John 
10:2-5, NKJV).

I did not leave the Episcopal 
Church because of any personality 
clashes with anyone. I had friends in 
that denominational body of folks. I 
was personally friendly with many 
people in the congregation of those 
adhering to Episcopalian beliefs in 
Essex Junction, Vermont. I person-
ally liked the Episcopalian priest. I 
was not disgruntled with anyone at 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. So, 
you may ask, why leave? Even more 
importantly, you may wonder, why 
write this article? I pray that both of 
these questions will be fully answered 
by the time you finish your thought-
ful and open-minded reading of my 
journey out of the Episcopal Church. 
My purpose in writing this article 
for you to read is rooted in my own 
desire to have you also be sure to fol-
low the Shepherd and not the voice 
of a stranger. Please let me explain 
. . . and read with charity. I write in 
love for the Lord, for his Word, for 

your soul.

I was twenty years old and about to 
marry my childhood sweetheart at St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church in Benning-
ton, Vermont. It was suggested that I 
take some classes, that a religiously 
mixed marriage was not a good idea. 
I don’t recall who suggested it, except 
it was regarded as good advice by me. 
Since I had no real Bible training or 
knowledge, I agreed to the classes. I 
had been reared in the Congregational 
Church. That’s where my parents 
occasionally took me as a child, but 
I learned very little Bible there. We 
were Christmas and Easter attendees, 
with a few other outings for church 
thrown in. For “Sunday School” we 
just played and had arts and crafts — 
no Bible training. The sermons had 
precious little Scriptural content. So, 
I grew up thinking one church was as 

good as another; therefore, it made 
little difference to me what church I 
belonged to. After several classes I 
was “confirmed” into the Episcopal 
Church. But, I still knew nothing of 
God’s Word. We never opened a Bible 
even one time in the confirmation 
classes I attended. I did not regard 
that as strange at the time, not having 
any real personal working knowl-
edge of God’s Word. Consequently, 
I “converted.”

I was moderately active in the 
Episcopal Church. I was a “lay read-
er” for St. James’ Episcopal Church in 
Essex Junction. There were no Bible 
classes, nor training or education in 
the Scriptures themselves, offered 
by St. James’ Episcopal Church. As 
a “lay reader,” I would get up to read 
publicly at the prescribed time as 
required by the particular liturgy that 
was being followed. I began to notice 
that I needed more study of the Word 
of God so that I could better under-
stand what I was publicly reading. I 
found a Bible study group in the home 
of my neighbors, Gene and Linda 
Dumas, who were also Episcopalians 
before learning the Truth. I began to 
really study the Truth, the Bible.

The more I studied, independent 
of my denominational biases and 
without sectarian prejudice, the more 
I could see that what I was practicing 
was not what is found in the pages of 
the New Testament of Jesus Christ. 
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The differences between my own 
beliefs and what the Scriptures taught 
became more and more glaring. I 
began to feel hypocritical — to claim 
to be a Christian and not be following 
the teachings of Christ, the Shepherd 
of the sheep. But, I had a problem. I 
wanted the Episcopal Church to be the 
church described in God’s Word, in 
name, practice and source of authority. 
I did not want to leave the Episcopal 
Church. My roots were sunk into her. I 
wasn’t going to give up the Episcopal 
Church without a fight. And fight and 
argue I did. I was an antagonistic stu-
dent, at times, in the Bible class I was 
attending. I was seeing that the Truth 
was different from what I wanted to 
believe. I did not want to change my 
beliefs. What would I do? I was in a 
terrible predicament. The folks I stud-
ied with had no denominational axe to 
grind. They were simply Christians 
only, believers in the Lord through 
the Word of the Lord.

Just before I departed the Episcopal 
Church, I wanted to give her every 
benefit of the severe doubts that study 
of the Scriptures had infused into my 
mind. The doubts were not about the 
inerrancy of God’s Word, the Bible. 
The misgivings and suspicions were 
this — how could the Episcopal 
Church be so wrong on so many 
things? Impossible, I thought and ar-
gued with myself and others as I could 
see passage after passage of God’s 
Word teaching differently from the 
Articles of Religion (found in the back 
of the Book of Common Prayer, the 
creed book for the Episcopal Church). 
What I had believed to become an 
Episcopalian was decidedly different 
from what the New Testament taught I 
must believe in order to be a Christian. 
This was a crisis! I had always thought 
myself to be a Christian, even as an 
Episcopalian. I thought I would go 
to Heaven with all other Christians. 
I thought, and I thought. My soul 
was too important, my only eternal 
possession, to be mistaken about the 
practice of religion. Even though I 
didn’t like what I was seeing when 
I compared myself and beliefs with 

God’s Word, I still didn’t 
want to change. But, if the 
Episcopal Church’s teach-
ings were not that of Christ, 
the Shepherd, then they 
would not lead me to for-
giveness of sins and a home 
in Heaven with Almighty 
God. I had to be sure, before 
I left the Episcopal Church, 
that leaving her was the 
right thing to do. Who else could I 
go to for this last chance at trying to 
remain an Episcopalian? I went to 
Alex, my friend and the priest at the 
congregation in Essex Junction. This 
church did at least claim allegiance to 
Christ. There must be some reason-
able and good explanation. I hoped 
there would be such.

My meeting with Alex was tense. 
He knew I had come for answers to 
discrepancies I had found between the 
Word of God and the teachings of the 
Episcopal Church. He knew I wanted 
to talk about the things people are to 
believe in order to be Episcopalians 
(Articles of Religion — 39 of them), 
and ask why they differed from what 
the Shepherd taught in the Word of 
God. I learned that following the 
Shepherd will bring forgiveness of 
sins and a home in Heaven. I had to 
be sure. I wanted Alex to dispel my 
doubts about the differences. Alex 
appealed to no Scripture to answer 
my questions. He made one final 
statement, “Keith, you’re going way 
back. We’ve left that, progressed, and 
we don’t go by just the Bible.” That 
sealed my thinking. There was no 
pretense in Alex’s answer. He had no 
intention of supporting the proposition 
that in order to be a Christian one must 
follow only Christ’s Word. In essence, 
Alex had told me that the Episcopal 
Church is free to make up her own 
rules and it wasn’t necessary to fol-
low the Christ, except whenever the 
Episcopal Church saw fit to do so. In 
other words, it was all right with Alex 
if the Episcopal Church did not follow 
only the voice of the Shepherd. Yet, 
the inspired text of the gospel, from 
John 10:2-5, clearly teaches that the 

Lord’s true sheep hear his voice only 
and will refuse to follow the voice of 
a stranger, that is, the voice of him 
who teaches anything different from 
or contrary to the teaching of the 
Shepherd. 

A crisis had arrived. Whenever 
one’s life is in error, and it is con-
fronted with Truth, therein arises a 
predicament. We can either ignore 
the tension between our error and the 
Truth; or we can be true to God, hum-
ble ourselves, and adjust (repent) our 
lives to be in line with God’s Word. 
One path is sincere and the other is 
hypocritical or dishonest. Whichever 
path one chooses in this crisis, know 
this, that such a one will never be the 
same again. Truth commands our at-
tention and will affect our consciences 
one way or the other. One path will 
lead to true blessings from God and 
the other will lead to a false sense of 
peace with God when there really is 
none. Peace with God is on his terms 
(as given in the New Testament), 
not ours. Forgiveness of sins and the 
promise of a home in Heaven is bound 
by the authority of God, revealed ex-
clusively in the pages of his Word, the 
Bible. My crisis was real. My conster-
nation was great. My hopes at a truth 
filled meeting with Alex, wherein my 
error could be shown to me, had been 
completely dashed. I responded to his 
declaration about “going way back” 
with this statement — “Yes, Alex, I 
am going back, back to the Bible, the 
Word of God.” 

It is the Word of God alone that 
can direct the ship of our lives and 
secure the destiny of our eternal souls 
in Heaven. I’m not unique in how that 
is accomplished. That’s why I am 
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trying to share this journey with you, so you will know 
why I had to leave the Episcopal Church. God is not one 
to show partiality (see Acts 10:34; Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9; 1 
Pet. 1:17). Truth is not arbitrary or malleable. Truth for one 
person is the same truth for the next person. God has not 
spoken in unclear ways, or with “forked tongue.” The Lord 
has spoken one message, and he has forbidden mankind 
to tinker with it (see Deut. 6:4; Mark 7:6-9; 1 Cor. 4:6; 2 
John 9; 2 Tim. 2:5; Rev. 22:18-19; Prov. 30:5-6). Please 
take the time to look up and read the referenced passages 
of Scripture from God’s Word. You will see that God is not 
a plastic God with a “tinker toy” church, wherein men can 
form their own churches in neglect of the total authority 
of Jesus through his Word over his church.

Please read carefully the following comparisons and 

contrasts between what the Shepherd (Christ) has said in 
his Word and the practices and writings of the Episcopal 
Church. The contrasts are not presented in any sort of 
ranking order in importance. The fact that these teach-
ings do not align with the Truth in the Bible is what I am 
demonstrating — that the Episcopal Church cannot be 
the church of Christ described in the Bible for they teach 
other than what the Master taught. The Episcopal Church 
therefore has some other “head” and follows the “voice of 
a stranger.” Take into account . . .

Teaching about the sole authority in the church 
belonging to Christ:

The Episcopal Church Teaches
“The church hath power to decree Rites or Ceremonies, and authority in Controversies of Faith” (Book of Common 

Prayer, 607, Articles of Religion, Article XX). The church has authority to teach whatever she wants, even though the 
Article continues to state otherwise. The church can write the Articles of Religion and require such to be believed. The church can name itself however she wishes, including the 
name Episcopal Church for the collective, and Episco-
palian for the individual members. The church can vote 
from time to time to change their beliefs and liturgy. In 
other words, a human organization is the “head” of the 
Episcopal Church. 

The Bible Teaches 
“And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to 

be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the 
fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23, NKJV). 
Jesus built his church just as he wanted it. He is the head 
of his church, his body. His church believes and practices 
only what the head directs, just as our physical bodies are 

directed by our physical heads. Therefore, could Christ 
be the “head” of the Episcopal Church, wherein his Word 
doesn’t have sole authority? It’s either the voice of the 
Shepherd or the voice of a stranger. It cannot be both.

In the practice of religion, is any book other than 
God’s Word, the Bible, authorized for Chris-

tians?

The Episcopal Church’s Practice
They use and bind the Book of Common Prayer with its 

enclosed Articles of Religion for religious practices. 

The Bible Teaches
I marvel that you 
are turning away so 
soon from Him 
who called you 
in the grace of 
Christ, to a dif-
ferent gospel, 
which is not an-
other; but there 
are some who 
trouble you and 
want to pervert 
the gospel of 
Christ. But even 

if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to 
you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other 
gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:6-9, NKJV). 
The answer is no, other teachings are not allowed, even if they come from an angel. Only 

the Bible is inspired by God. The Shepherd speaks to us only through his Word, regarding what 
we are to do to follow him. Certainly an angel is a higher being than mere men. Yet, angels are 
not allowed to make changes, deletions, or additions to the Word of God. Certainly men are 
not allowed to do so either.

Should anyone be called “Father” as a religious title?

The Episcopal Church’s  
Practice

Their priests are called both “Father,” and “Reverend.” Some of their priests take on even grander and elongated titles 
of honor and elevation. 

apostles, nor any Christians in the New Testament. Titles of reverence or eleva-

tion are forbidden among disciples of Jesus. Such titles are the voice of 
a stranger, not the Shepherd.

What should the followers of Christ be called?

The Episcopal Church teaches: “Episcopalian.” 

The Bible Teaches
“Do not call anyone on earth your fa-

ther; for One is your Father, He who is in 
heaven” (Matt. 23:9, NKJV). Such titles 
were never worn by the Lord’s inspired 
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The Bible Teaches 
“And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the 

church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11:26, NKJV). Any name that is not 
scriptural causes di-
visions among those 

who profess to follow Christ, and is not approved by God’s Word. Consider 1 Corinthians 
1:10-13. It is obvious that no follower of Jesus in the New Testament ever called himself an 
Episcopalian. It is the voice of a stranger since it is not authorized by the Word of the Shep-
herd. The very use of an unscriptural name causes division. It also shows a lack of reliance 
upon the voice of the Shepherd. Jesus speaks only through his Word and he never directed his 
people to be called any denominational name whatever, either as a collective or an individual. 
His people as individuals will wear only his name, the only name authorized, “Christian.” 
They wear such because they are truly his disciples, and disciples of no one else. The local 
church, a collective of Christians in a given locale, would not accept any unscriptural or 
misleading designation.

Original guilt for sin (inherited sin), does the Bible teach that babies and small 
children are  

sinners, in need of redemption?

The Episcopal Church Teaches
The reason Christ came as a Man was to “reconcile His Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, 

but also for the actual sins of men” (Book of Common Prayer,  603, Articles of Religion, Article II). 

The Bible Teaches
“The soul who sins shall die. The 

son shall not bear the guilt of the 
father, nor the father bear the guilt 
of the son. The righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon himself, and 
the wickedness of the wicked shall 
be upon himself” (Ezek. 18:20, 

NKJV). Jesus told his disciples not to hinder the little children from coming to 
him for “such were the kingdom of Heaven.” He spoke of their innocence and 
humility. Episcopalian teachings on this subject is not only an addition to God’s 
Word, but also a contradiction of the Shepherd’s word. Jesus didn’t come to the 
earth for “original guilt” of sins. Worse, God did not need to be “reconciled” to 
man. The process is actually the opposite of this teaching. God didn’t sin, man 
did. God didn’t need reconciling, man did/does.

Are we justified and saved by faith only?

The Episcopal Church Teaches
“We are justified by Faith only, is a most wholesome Doctrine, and very full 

of comfort” (Book of Common Prayer, 605, Articles of Religion, Article XI). 
The Bible Teaches

“You believe that 
there is one God. 
You do well. Even 
the demons believe 
and tremble! But do 
you want to know, 
O foolish man, that 
faith without works 
is dead?” Was not 
Abraham our father 
justified by works 
when he offered Isaac 

his son on the altar? Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by 
works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘Abraham 
believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.’ And he was called the 
friend of God. You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only” (Jas. 
2:19-24, NKJV). The Episcopal Church has presented us with another contradiction of 
the Shepherd’s voice.

Will a “Sacramental” system (meaning special observance of the Lord’s Supper 
and baptism) save a person?

The Episcopal Church’s Practice and Teaching
Article XXV on page 607 definitely teaches the concept of salvation by the “sacraments.” In short, a person can re-

fuse to hear God’s Word and reject 
submission to the Truth all his life, 
yet, if he was “baptized” as a baby 
(one of the two Episcopalian sacra-
ments) and is a partaker in the Lord’s 
supper; then, he will be saved from 
his sins.

The Bible Teaches

away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer is an abomination” 
(Prov. 28:9). The clear teaching here is that no matter how many times 
one might ingest wafers and wine, or have had water poured upon him 
as an infant, no one can ignore the Word of God and expect any remis-
sion of sins or favor from God at the Judgment Day.  The teaching of 
the Episcopal Church on a sacramental system of salvation is the voice 
of a stranger and not the Shepherd.



 Truth Magazine — December 2, 1999(722)

There are no verses of Scripture which 
use the word “sacrament” or “sacramen-
tal.” The Bible does not even hint that 
there is any such thing as a “sacramental 
salvation.” Consider, “One who turns 

Baptism of infants and small children is a common prac-
tice. Does such a “baptism” have  

power to make a soul right with God?

The Episcopal Church Teaches and Practices
In the Book of Common Prayer (608, Article XXVII), we see the teaching of the “Baptism of young Children” is 

put forward. The practice is in hopes that such an infant so baptized will take upon this act as his own act when he is 
old enough and becomes 
“confirmed.” 

The Bible Teaches
There is no verse in 

the New Testament which 
teaches any need for chil-
dren to be baptized. They 
are not sinners. They have 
no inherited sin, nor guilt 
of sin. They do not have a 
sinful nature. In every case 
of conversion to Jesus in the 
New Testament, the folks 

who were converted were of the age of accountability. They were sinners. They 
were first able to hear the Truth. Second they were able to understand and believe 
the Truth. Third they examined themselves by the Truth and counted themselves as 
guilty of sin in the eyes of God. As a result they voluntarily and gladly submitted 
to being baptized (immersed — not sprinkled  — the only baptism authorized in 
God’s Word) in water, into Christ’s death (Rom. 6:3-7; Acts 8:35-38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 
3:21), for the remission of their sins. (See Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17; Acts 2:37-38.) 
This is not a process that one person can do on behalf of another person, such as 
what happens in infant “baptism.” An infant certainly cannot do it for himself, and 
he doesn’t need to. None of the Episcopalian practice regarding sprinkling infants 
is in God’s Word. It is the voice of a stranger.

What is the name for the Lord’s church?

The Episcopal Church Teaches: “Episcopal Church.” 

The Bible Teaches
There is no one proper name given to the Lord’s church, the church he died to build. However, there are descriptive phrases used in the Bible to describe his true church. Any of these phrases is ap-

propriate to use 
whenever we 
refer to Christ’s 
church. 

“Church of 

the Firstborn” (Heb. 12:23, NKJV)
“Church of Christ” (Rom. 16:16, NKJV)
“The church” (Acts 11:26, NKJV)
“House of God” (1 Pet. 4:17)
“Church of the living God” (1 Tim. 3:15)
“Church of God” (1 Cor. 1:2)

Both the name, Episcopal Church, and the attached denominational hierarchy are foreign to 
the Word of God. Therefore, it is the voice of a stranger and not that of the Shepherd.

In actuality, I could write an entire book on this subject. I spare you that in hopes this article 
might cause you to also consider the evidence for “Why I Left the Episcopal Church.” The 
discussion of these matters in this treatise is but a small portion of what could be discussed. 
Truly, it is just a smattering of the evidence I was confronted with over 25 years ago. The eternal 
destination of your soul may hang in the balance, hinging upon how you may treat the issue of 
truth vs. error. Or, put another way, the Shepherd’s voice vs. the voice of a stranger.

I left the Episcopal Church so that I could become a 
Christian, and only a Christian — not a perfect person, 
but a forgiven sinner, saved by grace and truth. Grace is 
connected to truth (see John 1:17). Grace is never discon-
nected from the truth of God’s Word. I wanted to follow 
the voice of the Shepherd and receive the forgiveness of 
my sins in reality, and be added to his church, the church 
of Christ. I wanted to be Heaven-bound. I want that for 
you, dear reader, desperately. Every soul is precious and 
invaluable. “Every” includes your soul, too. 

The Episcopal Church has digressed even further since 
the day I left her. She now accepts practicing homosexuals 

and others who are immoral in other ways, right into her 
membership roles, without repentance. Such is certainly the 
voice of a “stranger,” and not that of the Shepherd (Rom. 
1:18-31; 1 Cor. 6:9-11).These folks cannot get into Heaven 
while refusing the voice of the Shepherd and accepting the 
voice of a stranger. Jesus said that “repentance” and “remis-
sion of sins” (Luke 24:47) would be preached in his name. 
Repentance always comes into the picture the Shepherd 
paints of salvation from sin’s just and eternal penalty.

I know there are good and friendly folks in the Episco-
pal Church of which I was once a member. Some of my 
relatives are still members of the same. The sad part is this 
— they have been given the illusion of peace with God. But, 
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the reality of peace with God only comes from following 
the Shepherd. So, while they are following the voice of 
the “stranger,” they have perhaps become resistant to the 
voice of the Shepherd, like I was. Worse, maybe some are 
even closed-minded to the Lord Jesus and his Word. So, 
while they live upon this earth, they think they are right 
with God, when they are deceived into such thinking by 
the voice of a stranger. Such deception from the “stranger” 
shuts them off from the Truth, the voice of the Shepherd, 
because they think they are right  with God already and 
need no examination by the Truth. This is both sad and 
needlessly tragic, having eternal consequences.

Conclusion
In closing, please consider the consequences of being 

deceived by error while mistakenly believing it to be the 
Lord you are following. This underscores the need to re-
main open to study of the Word of God, even if it isn’t what 
we want to hear initially. What a pity it would be to get 
to the end of life, and to the Judgment Day, to have been 
fooled into accepting the unlawful and lawless religions 
of the denominational world. We could go around, claim-
ing we are doing what we do for the Lord, but if his Word 
hasn’t authorized our actions, then they are in vain (Mark 
7:7). Worse, unscriptural actions, no matter how sincere we 
are, will not give a good answer at the final Judgment. We 
will still be lawless relative to God’s Law if we refuse to 
hear and follow his pure Word, and reject the voice of the 
stranger. What a terrible fate, to believe error to be Truth, 
only to be lost for all eternity. Think about studying God’s 
Word without denominational spectacles in place. Your 
soul’s destiny not only may hang in the balance, but, most 
certainly it does!

Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad 

is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many 
who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult 
is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find 
it. Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves . . . Not 
everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father 
in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in 
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And 
then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 
Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ Therefore whoever 
hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken 
him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the 
rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on 
the rock. But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, 
and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built 
his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it 
fell. And great was its fall” (Matt. 7:13-15, 21-27)
My best to you in your study of the Truth. It is the “road 

less traveled”; but, it will “make all the difference.” Be one 
of the few, as in the days of Noah!

8 Bunker Ave., Fairfield, Maine 04937
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Gideon pleaded with the Lord not to be angry as he pro-
posed another test with the fleece of wool, this time asking 
that the fleece be dry while 
the ground was wet with 
dew (6:39). We can surely 
understand why Gideon 
was afraid that the Lord 
might be angry at his repeat-
ed requests for assurance. 
But again the Lord does as 
Gideon requests (6:40). Why didn’t God refuse to do any 
more signs, and rebuke Gideon for his apparent lack of 
faith? Why did God continue to forbear?

Gideon Finds Assurance Always Available
One answer is that God knew the character of Gideon. 

Gideon was the type of person who wanted to be sure of 
what he was doing. It was not that he did not want to do 
what was required of him, but rather that he wanted as 
much assurance as possible that the Lord was with him to 
guarantee success. The fact that the Lord knew the sincere 
heart of Gideon is demonstrated in the next stage of the 
story. After the Lord systematically whittled Gideon’s army 
of 32,000 men down to 300 valiant soldiers (7:1-7), he 
commanded Gideon to “go down against the camp (of the 
Midianites), for I have delivered it into your hand” (7:9). It 
is most interesting that the Lord then adds, “But if you are 
afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah, your 
servant, and you shall hear what they say; and afterward 
your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the 
camp” (7:10-11a). The Lord made available to Gideon an 
opportunity for further assurance if he felt he needed it. 
True to his character, Gideon wasted no time in going down 
to the Midianite camp where he overheard one Midianite 
soldier telling another soldier about a dream. The dream 
revealed to Gideon the assurance he needed — God would 
deliver the Midianite camp into his hand (7:11-14). With 
full assurance of mind, Gideon returned to tell his army, 
“Arise, for the Lord has delivered the camp of Midian 
into your hand” (7:15). The rest of the account tells of the 

Gideon and the Need for Assurance

Marc W. Gibson

Gideon was one of the great men of the Old Testament. 
His story (Judges 6-8) is remembered largely for the thrill-
ing account of his leadership of the valiant 300 men and 
their destruction of the Midianite army, which brought 40 
years of peace and relief from harsh Midianite oppression. 
What may be an even more interesting facet of this story is 
the need that Gideon had for assurance from God. Early on, 
Gideon asked three times for a sign, and later, God offered 
an opportunity for Gideon to gain some needed assurance. 
I believe we can see Gideon, like so many Bible characters, 
as a man like ourselves. He was someone that needed as-
surance from God, and God was willing to provide it.

Assurances Requested By Gideon
After seven years of Midianite oppression, the Angel 

of the Lord (who was a person of Deity, see Judg. 6:14, 
22-23; Exod. 33:20) appeared to Gideon at his father’s 
winepress. What we observe in Gideon is a man full of 
negativity, self-deprecation, and criticism. Yet, here was a 
man who, in the eyes of the Lord, could accomplish great 
things. Responding to the charge to go and save Israel with 
the Lord’s help, Gideon asks for a sign in order to know 
whether it was really the Lord talking with him (Judg. 
6:17- 24). The Lord could have noted Gideon’s apparent 
lack of faith, refused to give a sign, and chosen someone 
else. Instead, the Lord responded to the meat and bread 
offering that Gideon prepared and made fire rise out of a 
rock to consume it. This assured Gideon that indeed it was 
the Lord to whom he had been speaking.

After first carrying out an important task in his home-
town and gathering an army to meet the Midianite forces, 
Gideon again called upon God for assurance that God 
would save Israel by his hand (6:36). Gideon proposed a 
test: he would place a fleece of wool on the threshing floor, 
and if the fleece had dew on it the next morning while the 
ground around it remained dry, he would acknowledge that 
the Lord would save Israel by his hand (6:37). It was quite 
bold of Gideon to test the Lord’s word in this way, but the 
Lord accommodated his wishes and made it happen as 
Gideon had proposed (6:38). Still not completely satisfied, 
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mighty victory that Gideon and his valiant 300 men won 
with the help of the Lord. 

God Provides Assurance For All
Gideon was a man who accomplished great things for 

God, but he was also a man who needed an extra dose of 
assurance. Many of us can relate to this. Some may race 
forward into spiritual battle on the first note of assurance 
from God, while others seek to fill their cup full of divine 
assurance before they advance. This reflects a difference in 
the character of people, and God can distinguish between 
the sincere seeker and the belligerent scoffer. Thomas, the 
apostle of Jesus, is another example of the same type of 
character as Gideon. He needed more assurance of Jesus’ 
resurrection than just the word of his fellow disciples. Jesus 
provided that assurance because Thomas, though skeptical 
at first, sincerely wanted to know the truth (John 20:24-28). 
A multitude of assurances are provided in God’s Word in 

order that the faithful of our day might be blessed as “those 
who have not seen and yet have believed” (v. 29).

You may be a person who needs great assurance of truth. 
No problem — God provides assurance aplenty to make 
complete the faith and hope of every believer who seeks 
him. Whether you are an Isaiah who says, “Here am I; send 
me!” or a Gideon who says, “How can I save Israel?”, let 
your mind dwell on his word as you seek his strength. Drink 
from the abundant fountain of confidence that nourished 
the faithful heroes of old. If you love God and his truth, 
God will assure your heart, and work in you “both to will 
and to do for His good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).

6708 O’Doniel Loop W., Lakeland, Florida 33809

of the title has reference to the apostle John. The apostle 
John exposes such “false prophets who are gone out into the 
world” (1 John 4:1). It would more appropriately be named 
“St. Scoffer’s Bible” or “The Humanistic Version.”

Jean’s Day
According to a televised CBS news report, August 30, 

1999, a privately owned Lutheran High School in Michi-
gan demonstrated how it deals with teen violence: a strict 
dress code! Girls wear modest dresses; boys wear shirts 
and trousers — no jeans for either sex! One day out of the 
month both can wear jeans. The principal reported that it 
is on that day (Jean’s Day) that he sees more students in 
his office needing disciplinary action or lecturing. “You act 
according to your dress.” Additional restrictions presented 
in the dress code were these: no pierced ears on the boys, 
no bright nail polish on the girls, no shorts on either sex.

No comment needed! You can’t argue with a demon-
stration.

680 Winchester Dr., Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42240

Short Shots
Bill Reeves

The “St. John Bible” 
According to the NBC news on television, October 12, 

1999, the first hand-written Bible since the days of early 
manuscripts will make its debut in the year 2000. It is called 
the St. John’s Bible.

Mr. Matt Lauer, interviewing the author of the new work, 
commented that it would be a “multi-cultural” Bible, that in 
it “women will be given prominence,” and that also science 
would be featured. On page one of Matthew, the geneal-
ogy from Abraham to Jesus is given “through both Isaac 
and Ishmael.” (Ishmael’s name is even written in Arabic 
letters, not in Hebrew, we’re told, since he wasn’t a Jew).

This is a classic example of making the Bible to be what 
we want it to be, rather than letting the Bible make us what 
God wants us to be! It is a play thing with the unbelievers 
who play the role of God in producing a “Bible” that will 
reflect what they want to believe and how they want to live. 
The producers of this work, along with all who will buy it 
because of what it represents, will be spending great sums 
of money for their toy, while refusing to heed what God 
has revealed in the inspired Scriptures.

The work has certainly been misnamed, if the “John” 
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22:37), that in that the word, transgressor, as found in Luke 
22:37, is the same word that is translated in other places, 
imputed, that our transgressions were imputed to Christ. 
(The Calvinist then redefines impute to mean transfer and 
thus transfers our sins to Christ.) 

Brethren, the words may indeed be the same, but to view 
Jesus as a transgressor in that he was treated as such is a far 
cry from viewing Jesus as a transgressor because he was 
guilty of such; namely, our transgressions. Do others realize 
that this is what they are saying when they conclude that 
there was a spiritual separation between the Son and the 
Father due to his taking on our sins? Can these not see the 
difference between Jesus bearing the guilt of the world’s sin 
and his bearing the punishment of the world’s sin? Or is this 
is a trivial distinction that matters little? Is it Calvin-phobia, 
or a shift in thinking that needs to be addressed? 

Why did Jesus ask, “Why have You forsaken Me?” Was 
something now happening that he was unaware of? If the 
predetermined plan was for the Son to take on himself the 
guilt of the world’s sin, thus separating himself from the 
Father (Isa. 59:1-2), would not Christ have known this? 
Why at the moment of its occurrence would Jesus ask, 
“Why is this happening?” Would not the One who was with 
the Father when the plan of redemption was being formed 
know that this separation from the Father was a necessary 
consequence of his taking on the guilt of the world’s sin? 
Our Lord was not delusional, nor was he suddenly in the 
dark as to what was happening as he paid the price for 
our sins. Nor was there any spiritual separation that took 
place that involved the Father turning his back on his Son. 
Following this statement by our Lord, as he quoted from 
Psalm 22, he says with complete confidence, “Father, into 
Your hands I commit My spirit.”

If our Lord was not forsaken, and was not delusional, 
why the statement from Psalm 22:1? Consider the Psalm 
itself, the sentiment of which is far from expressing feel-
ings of desertion by God. The first verse is similar to lines 
found elsewhere in the Psalms, some of which acknowledge 

“Eli, Eli, Lama Sabachthani?”

David McKee

I submit this article in hopes that it will encourage 
discussion as well as stir some thoughts concerning this 
statement made by our Lord moments before his death on 
the cross. Perhaps we have all heard men stand before a 
group and, taking the statement at face-value, declare that 
the Son was indeed forsaken by the Father. In explaining 
why such was the case, these men end up drawing conclu-
sions that are heavily Calvinistic in their implications. 
Perhaps the answer to our Lord’s question lies in the senti-
ments expressed beyond the first verse of Psalm 22, from 
which the statement is taken. 

The concern over the explanation of this statement was 
heightened when I listened to a tape of a sermon presented 
by a gospel preacher detailing what Jesus suffered while on 
the cross. In reading Tom Roberts’ book, Neo-Calvinism in 
the Church of Christ, the names mentioned and statements 
quoted were of men who are foreign to my acquaintance. 
But as I listened to this man’s sermon, a man I am ac-
quainted with, I was alarmed by the familiar ring his words 
had with those brother Roberts’ had quoted. What seemed 
like useful information of some distant threat had already 
made its way in among those that I know. My fear was, did 
they know it? Do brethren detect the Calvinistic language 
when it is presented in its subtle forms? The brother who 
expressed these thoughts was very courteous in our discus-
sion of them, and he is far from being the only one among 
those we respect to hold such a view. However, I do feel 
that brethren need to be familiar with the language that is 
being used, and consider its implications. Those using such 
language also need to be aware of its implications.

The general thought among some brethren seems to be 
that what Christ suffered while on the cross was a spiritual 
separation from the Father. The death that Jesus “tasted for 
everyone” (Heb. 2:9), was spiritual death. The language, 
at times, even has Christ agonizing in the Garden over the 
realization that he is about to come into contact with the 
ugliness of sin; for the first time deity is about to be sepa-
rated from deity, and that which is light is about to take on 
darkness. It has been reasoned from Isaiah’s statement, “He 
was numbered with the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12; Luke 
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the thought that, “I may look forsaken” (Ps. 3:1-4), but the 
Psalmist knows that is far from the case. Psalm 13 begins 
in similar fashion, but like Psalm 22, it proceeds to express 
absolute trust and confidence in God’s deliverance. Indeed, 
our Lord did look forsaken as he hung on the cross, but if 
Psalm 22 expresses his feelings, then we have one declaring 
that same trust and confidence in God’s deliverance. And 
beyond the intimacy felt that would have our Lord saying, 
“You have answered Me” (Ps. 22:21), the psalm builds to a 
beautiful crescendo as it declares the praise and glory that 
will be given to God as a result of this monumental event. 
“It will be recounted to the Lord to the next generation. 
They will come and declare His righteousness to a people 
who will be born, that He has done this” (Ps. 22:30b-31).

Another thought to consider is one that I heard expressed 
by brother Dale Smelser, who pondered the impact that 
might be had on the religious leaders who stood there 
mocking our Lord, as they heard that line from Psalm 22. 
These would have been familiar with the remaining words 
of the psalm, so what might they have thought as they stood 
there and called to mind almost word for word from the 
psalm some of the things that were being said to our Lord 
(v. 8, and Matt. 27:43)? What might they have thought as 
they recalled, “They pierced My hands and feet . . . They 
divide My garments among them, and for My clothing 
they cast lots” (vv.16b, 18)? Might these have stopped to 
consider, “This is it; it is happening right before our eyes”? 
That some of these standing by did recognize the psalm as 
a call for deliverance, not of despair, can be seen in their 
response to our Lord’s words: “Let us see if Elijah will 
come to save Him” (Matt 27:49). Deliverance did come, 
but not as they expected.

Sure, it would have made things easier if our Lord had 
quoted a different line from Psalm 22, but let us give serious 
thought to the explanations that we give to this passage. To 
conclude that Jesus was forsaken, one must also consider 
the consequences of such reasoning and the Calvinistic 
implications. To take the Psalm as a whole, however, is to 
read the words of one who knew and trusted in his Father, 
one into whose hands he could commit his spirit. Psalm 
22 is a psalm of deliverance and salvation, not of despera-
tion. In speaking that first line, our Lord expressed the full 
body of that psalm with all of its words of hope and future 
blessings to come, because, “He has done this.” 

1151 Canyon Creek Rd., Watkinsville, Georgia 30677 da-
vidm@dellnet.com

  

Don’t Give In
 

Mike Noble
The girl stopped dead right in her tracks
When she saw Dad was not too lax
’bout rules he’d made way long before
’bout stepping out on that dance floor.

She pled and pled, “Please let me dance,”
In hopes she’d weaken his “hard stance.”
No matter, though, how hard she tried,
She couldn’t seem to “turn the tide.”

She said, “Come on, Dad, for your hon —
It’s innocent and harmless fun.”
Incessantly, now she cried out,
But to give in he wasn’t ’bout.

You see, this man saw all too well,
To him it was “clear as a bell.”
“Bring up your kids,” says the Good Word,
“In loving nurture of the Lord.”

The Savior says, “Flee youthful lusts,”
“Flee fornication” is a must.
One cannot dance and still comply
With these commands from God on high!

And so Dad thought more of her soul,
And reaching that eternal goal,
More so than whether she’d fit in
Or ’proval from her peers would win.

Hey Dads! Hey Moms! Hey both of you!
Don’t ever give your consent to
A child to go and do the wrong
In order to just “get along.”

Stand up for what is right and good,
And take a stand where this man stood.
Your child will later thank you for
Living for God, Loving Him more.

568 Hawthorne Ave., Shelbyville, Kentucky 40065
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and illustrations than Scripture verses during a sermon, you 
might be hearing a “let me entertain you” preacher.

Very different than the first, there is also another type 
of preaching malpractice going on today. It is more subtle, 
but equally dampening to spiritual growth. And whereas 
most congregations would not tolerate the absence of Bible 
teaching for long, those same congregations frequently 
embrace this transgression. There is another movement 
currently taking place that says there are only certain 
subjects that should be preached on exclusively: baptism, 
denominationalism, the church, and authority. With only 
minor variations, the congregation hears essentially one 
of four sermons twice every single week (morning and 
evening). This is what I call the “only four things really 
matter” school of preaching. You might be hearing a “only 
four things really matter” preacher if all of his sermons 
could always have one of the following titles: The Necessity 
of Water Baptism, The Sin of Denominational Division, 
The Nature of the Church, or How to Establish Biblical 
Authority. These may not have been the actual titles, but 
could they have been?

The goal of congregational Bible teaching and preaching 
should be to have those in attendance to conform their lives 
to Biblical principals. This is walking with God. “And this 
is love, that we walk according to His commandments” (2 
John 6). When Christians pattern their lives after biblical 
commandments and principals, we grow in grace; when we 
fail to practice the truth and live according to his desires, 
John says we walk in darkness and lose our fellowship with 
God. “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet 
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 
but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:6-7).

The evangelistic nature of a sermon is always fulfilled 
when there is a call to conform one’s life to biblical in-
struction and admonition. In one key respect, the call of 
the Bible is the same to those outside of Christ as well as 
those who are in Christ: Do the will of the God, and you 
shall live. But the soul that sins shall die (cf. Ezek. 18:20). 
To those who are dead in trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1), 
the call is to conform their lives to the will of God in initial 
obedience of faith (John 8:24), repentance (Acts 17:30), 
confession (Rom. 10:10), and baptism (Acts 2:38). Those 
who are saved, are to continue in obedience to biblical 
commands and principals. Jesus became the “author of 
eternal life to those who obey Him” (Heb. 5:9).

Matthew 7:21 tells us that only those who do the will of 
God will enter into the kingdom of heaven. Is the will of 
God restricted to baptism, unity, the church, and authority? 
Certainly not. Why are we then content to tolerate preaching 
that only touches on these areas? The word of God is filled 

with instruction on a seemingly unlimited scope. Gener-
ally, the message of the Bible is a call to     righteous and 
holy living. The Lord commands, “Be ye holy, because I 
am holy” (1 Pet. 1:16).

It is easy to see then why knowing God’s word and con-
forming our lives to it is so important. The problem with 
“let me entertain you” preachers is that the congregation is 
never exposed to biblical principles in the first place since 
the Bible is only used lightly and more from obligation 
than desire.

The problem with “only four things really matter” 
preachers is that the congregation only learns four Biblical 
principals, and if something arises outside of those four 
areas, they are completely unprepared to deal with it. 1 
Timothy 3:16-17 tells us, “All Scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.” Understanding that God gave us his word exactly 
as he wanted us to learn from it, which part are we free to 
neglect in our teaching and preaching? None of it, since 
God gave all of it for a purpose: that we might be complete. 
When we neglect to proclaim the whole counsel of God 
(Acts 20:27) and we fail to teach the fully revealed will of 
God for our lives, we do a grave disservice to the Bible.

God has charged us to preach his word. I submit to you 
that the only truly effective way to do this is with verse-by-
verse, systematic, expository preaching. Start in chapter 1, 
verse 1 and preach his word one verse at a time. By system-
atic, I mean progressing through the text of Scripture as it 
was given without skipping any of it. By expositionally, I 
mean preaching in such a way that the meaning of the Bible 
passage is presented entirely and exactly as God intended 
it. The preacher is charged with the proclamation of the 
truth of God, not his opinions. And we are not at liberty 
to discount portions of God’s word because we find the 
passages difficult to understand or deal with.

Should not our preaching be done in a manner that treats 
the Bible as being what it claims to be — the inspired Word 
of God? If we really believe that “all Scripture is inspired 
by God,” shouldn’t our preaching reflect the truth that all 
of it is “profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-
17)? We must let these truths determine how and what we 
preach.

Paul gave this mandate to Timothy: “I solemnly charge 
you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to 
judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and 
His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience 

“Wake-Up Call” continued from page one
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and instruction” (2 Tim. 4:1-2). Any form of preaching 
that ignores that intended purpose and design of God falls 
short of the divine plan.

Frequently, we criticize denominational churches for 
avoiding certain passages of Scripture. This is often a valid 
criticism. After all, when is the last time you heard a Baptist 
preacher teach on Mark 16:16? How about 1 Peter 3:21? 
Have you noticed, however, that we may need somebody to 
give us the same criticism? How many sermons have you 
heard on the resurrection and proper biblical eschatology 
in passages such as John 5:28-29 and chapter 15 of 1 Cor-
inthians? How about the option of remaining single instead 
of marrying (1 Cor. 7:25-40)? I don’t think we jettisoned 
our commitment to preaching the whole counsel of God on 
purpose, but we may have let it happen by practice.

Let me detail what I mean by “systematic verse by verse 
exposition of the word of God.” There are three major cat-
egories of preaching: Topical, textual, and expository.

Topical messages usually combine a series of Bible vers-
es that loosely connect with a theme. It has been estimated 
that around 80% of all preachers are topical preachers.

Textual preaching uses a short text or passage that 
generally serves as a gateway into whatever subject the 
preacher chooses to address. Somewhere around 15% of 
all preachers fit this category.

Expository preaching focuses predominately on the text 
under consideration, as well as its context. Do the math, and 
you’ll see that around 5% of preachers are expositors.

It is my firm belief that neither the topical nor the textual 
method represents a serious effort to interpret, understand, 
explain, or apply God’s truth in the context of the Scriptures 
used. This is especially true when you are merely trying 
to entertain the audience. Most books on hermeneutics 
state the following minimal elements identify expository 
preaching:

• The message finds its sole source in Scripture. No pop-
psychology, politics, social engineering, or excessive 
pandering to emotions.

• The message comes entirely from the Scripture under 
consideration through careful exegesis. The preacher 
cannot expound Scripture until he has a firm grasp of 
its meaning.

• The message correctly interprets Scripture in light of its 
context, on both an immediate and overall level.

• The message clearly explains the original God-intended 
meaning of Scripture. This cannot be over-emphasized. 
We are to let the Scriptures teach us; we are not to force 
our view into the passage.

• The message applies the scriptural meaning for today. 

This is also known as “relevance.”

If the above sounds like it places a heavy burden of ser-
mon preparation on the preacher, you can be assured that it 
does. Paul’s instruction to Timothy was that he was to, “Be 
diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who 
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth” (2 Tim 2:15). The preacher who is doing the work that 
God expects him to do will always be a hard worker, and 
will spend serious time in Bible study, frequently around 
10-15 hours per sermon. Fail to adequately prepare and 
the preacher directly disobeys 2 Timothy 2:16: “But shun 
profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more 
ungodliness.” (A helpful hint to preachers: study to know 
the meaning of the text, not to prepare a sermon. When 
you thoroughly understand the text, the sermon will be 
easily prepared.)

There are many passages that exemplify this kind of 
Bible teaching. Two key verses are Nehemiah 8:8 (Old 
Testament) and Acts 20:26-27 (New Testament). “And they 
read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give 
the sense so that they understood the reading”(Neh. 8:8). 
“Therefore I testify to you this day, that I am innocent of 
the blood of all men. For I did not shrink from declaring to 
you the whole purpose of God”(Acts 20:26-27).

Other examples include Jesus himself as he taught in 
the synagogue by expounding Isaiah 61:1-2 in Luke 4:16-
22. (See also Luke 24:27, 32, 44-47.) Philip demonstrated 
expository teaching being used evangelistically in Acts 
8:27-35 when he was dealing with the Ethiopian eunuch. 
These are not the only examples of exposition in the teach-
ing of Scripture. In fact, the word of God is replete with 
such examples. Each of the Gospels, the history book of 
Acts, almost every single epistle (the one chapter epistles 
being the only exception), and even the prophetic book of 
Revelation provide many examples and exhortations to 
preach the complete word of God as he has given it.

We must return to the biblical pattern and example of 
proclaiming the whole counsel of God exactly and entirely 
as it was given to us. Failing to do so will lead to a genera-
tion of Christians that knows very little about God’s word, 
who do not grow spiritually, and (worst of all) cannot 
reproduce themselves. We do not do justice to the word 
of God when we fail to proclaim it in its entirety. We do 
not proclaim it in its entirety when we preach on the same 
things over and over to the neglect of the rest of Scripture. 
And we certainly do not proclaim it properly when we teach 
sermons that merely make the occasional, casual, reference 
to the word of God.

Consider these verses, and ask yourself if these things 
are happening at your congregation. If they are not, there 
needs to be repentance for neglecting the whole counsel of 
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God, followed by continued obedience to the commands 
and examples that follow:

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age 
(Matt. 28:19-20).
 
Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scrip-
ture, to exhortation and teaching (1 Tim. 4:13).
 
And the things which you have heard from me in the pres-
ence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who 
will be able to teach others also (2 Tim. 2:2).

Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruc-
tion (2 Tim. 4:2). 
 
But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound 
doctrine (Tit. 2:1). 

Garden Grove, California                                                                                     

Christian Unitist of Jackson, Mississippi, and a thousand 
copies were struck off in tract form, all of which were soon 
sold. In 1890, it was again pub lished in the Church Regis-
ter, and a thousand copies issued in pamphlet form, all of 
which were sold within a year. The author commented, “It 
has been the most fruitful of all the sermons I have ever 
preached, and is included in this volume by the request of 
many brethren.” The author continued, 

The Book as a whole is the result of more than forty years of 
study and labor. In most of the protracted meetings which I 
have held within the past thirty years, these Sermons have 
been preached, at least in substance, and they have been 
blessed to the conversion of many souls. I also have reason 
to think that in their publication at various times they have 
been a help to many inquiring hearts.
As a “renaissance of our distinctive teaching” of the first 
principles of the gospel of Christ, has been called for by 
the Christian Standard, and heartily seconded by many 
thoughtful brethren, I deem it a favorable time to throw 
this book upon the patronage of the brethren. I do not know 
of any volume of sermons that treats so fully of the first 
great lesson of the gospel — the way of the sinner’s return 
to God under the mediation of Jesus.
In the preparation of these sermons, both for pulpit use and 
for publication, I have from the first had in view mainly the 
wants of the “common people,” such as those who heard 

Jesus so gladly. I have always taken it for granted that if 
the common people could understand me, the uncommon 
people, those who are learned and critical, could also, if 
they wanted to; and I would much rather help the great 
number who need help and want help, than the few who 
can get along without any help.
I hope and pray then that this little book may to some extent 
meet the want that is beginning to be felt as never before 
— the want of the gospel of Christ in all its simplic ity, 
purity, and power; that it may lead many souls to Christ; 
that it may be a help to young preachers; and that it may 
continue to preach Christ and Him crucified long after the 
“lisping stammering tongue” that preached these sermons, 
and the trembling hand that pens these lines have moldered 
back to dust (“Preface”).
As with any uninspired book, there are some things with 
which one will disagree, such as Manire’s belief that the 
120 were baptized with the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 (59, 
70), the personal indwelling of the Holy Spirit (68, 81), 
and his conjecture that Cornelius might have been saved 
had he died before hearing the gospel (90). There may be 
other things that one will notice as he reads the book, but 
generally he will be impressed, not with those areas of 
disagreement, but with how well he has presented the case 
for how conversion occurs.
There is an urgent need for brethren to get back to the 

basics in their preaching. We are hearing many “be good 
 — feel good” sermons that invite a person to “come to 
Jesus,” but have little to say about how one is to come to 
Jesus and obey the gospel. This series of gospel sermons 
on conversion calls men back to what the Bible text teaches 
that men had to do to be saved by the shed blood of Christ 
Jesus. 

This book will make an excellent gift to anyone who 
preaches or wishes to preach. It is an excellent study of con-
version for any man, Christian or non-Christian. It would 
make a good gift for one who is not a Christian but wishes 
to learn how to become one. The book is well-written; it is 
a good study of the subject of Bible   conversion.

The Guardian of Truth Foundation is delighted to add 
this volume to our catalog of publications and commend it 
to our readers. We hope you will enjoy it and benefit from 
it as much as I did. 

E-mail: capt_janeway@email.msn.com

“Conversion” continued from page 2

6567 Kings Ct., Danville, Indiana 46122 mikewillis1@com-
puserve.com

Have you studied your  
Bible today?
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Preachers Needed

Parkersburg, West Virginia: The church that meets at Mar-
rtown Road is searching for a full-time preacher.   The church 
is self-supporting. For more information please contact David 
McHenry, 59 Walnut Grove, Washington, WV 26181, (304) 863-
8421 or Scott Lucas, 423 New England Ridge, Washington, WV 
26181, (304) 863-8734.

Seminole, Texas:  The Avenue B congregation that meets at 211 
N.W. Ave. B, Seminole, Texas 79360, is looking for a preacher 
to come and work with them. The average attendance runs 
around 30 to 35 on Sunday mornings.  A 3 or 4 bedroom and 
2 bathroom house is provided. Seminole is in West Texas, 80 
miles south of Lubbock and 60 miles north of Odessa. The 
town has a population of 6400. The town is made up of many 
who speak German, or Spanish, and/or English. The monthly 
contribution has stayed between $2800 and $3900 in the last 

Field 
Reports

six months. If anyone is interested in working in the vineyard 
of the Lord in Seminole, Texas, contact  Raymond Lambert at 
(915) 758-2089 or Tommie Roberts at (915) 758-2133.  

Fayetteville, North Carolina: The West Fayetteville congregation 
is in need of a gospel preacher. The church is seeking an evan-
gelist who enjoys working with with young people and who 
has a strong desire to evangelize the community. Currently, 
attendance is about 115. The congre- gation is self-supporting. 
Three active elders oversee the congregation, assisted by three 
deacons. If interested, please send resume and financial sup-
port requirement to W. Thomas Dickerson, 585 Broyhill Rd., 
Fayetteville, NC 28314, or call him at (910) 483-5723 or call 
Eugene Edwards at (910) 424-9593.

Stonewall, Louisiana: The North DeSoto church of Christ (P.O. 
Box 308, Stonewall, LA 71078) is looking for a full-time preacher. 
Those who are interested should contact Buford Huff, (318) 
925-2733 or e-mail to: rjfrain @softdisk.com.

Quips  
& 

Quotes

Larry R. Devore, P.O.Box 313, Medina, OH 44258: Connie W. 
Adams held us a gospel meeting June 21-27. There was good 
interest and attendance. Connie is an effective and faithful 
proclaimer of the gospel. Bobbie Adams taught a ladies class on 
June 23. Since the meeting, there has been one lady restored. 
Harry Rice of Bedford, Ohio, will be here to speak on the elder-
ship on Oct. 3. Craig Meyer of Mulvane, Kansas, will be with us 
Oct.10-15 for our fall gospel meeting.

Computer Users
A Treasure of Bible Study Material on CD Rom: The first ten 
years of the Preceptor (Nov. 1951-Oct. 1961) and Vanguard 
(Jan. 1975-Dec. 1984) are now available on CD Rom. Some of 

Obituary

the finest material written in modern times is contained on 
these two CDs. The Preceptor contains more than 1300 excel-
lent articles by such writers as James Cope, Homer Hailey, 
Clinton Hamilton, Pat Hardeman, and many others. Vanguard 
has 2000 excellent articles by such writers as Yater Tant, David 
Tant, Robert Farish, Franklin Puckett, Homer Hailey, and many 
others. Each CD has a complete index arranged by author and 
subject. One click takes you to the issue, and another click takes 
you to the article.

Both CDs are formatted in the easy to use Adobe Acrobat (PDF) 
format. Vanguard is also in Word Perfect format. Both CDs are 
for the MAC and PC. The Abode Reader set-up program is 
included on the CDs.

For a limited time you may purchase both CDs for the price of 
one. Only $49.95.

Trammel Sherman Bulger of Dundee died Friday (Sept. 17, 
1999) at Heart of Florida Regional Medical Center, Davenport. 
He was 85. Born in Andalusia, Alabama on April 19, 1914, he 
came to Dundee in 1953. He was the former owner and op-
erator of Bulger’s Garage, Dundee. He was an Army veteran 
of World War II. He was a former commissioner and mayor of 
Dundee. He was a member of the church of Christ.
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The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

 KENNETT, MO
Church of Christ
703 Harrison St.

 Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(573) 888-6778

LILBOURN, MO
P.O. Box 270

211 Benton St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Shane Williams
(573) 688-2234 or 748-5204

MARSHFIELD, MO
Brentwood Church of Christ

Hwy. 38 East, South on Elm St., 
1/2 mile

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Norman Cass
(417) 859-5166

RAYMORE, MO
Raymore Church of Christ

107 N. Woodson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Wadlington
(816) 322-0042 or 318-0838

ST. JAMES, MO
Church of Christ

400 E. James Blvd.
(P.O. Box 308)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Larry Morris
(573) 265-8973 or 265-8628

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Church of Christ

2727 County Line Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(816) 233-2463 or 279-4737

ST. JOSEPH, MO
Prairie Hills Church of Christ

14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E of 
Intersection I-29 & Hwy. 169)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle White
(816) 233-6485

SPRINGFIELD, MO
Southside Church of Christ

1517 E. Cherokee St.
Bible Study    9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Tim Glover
(417) 881-3131 or 886-5304

BEATRICE, NE
Church of Christ

7th and Bell
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.

233-4102 or 228-3827

PORTSMOUTH, NH
Church of Christ

Anchorage Inn, 417 Woodbury Ave. 
(Rt.1 Bypass at I-95, Traffic Circle)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 12: 00  Noon
Jeff Swan — Call for more informa-

tion (603) 323-9333  
or 1-800-841-7857

MT. LAUREL, NJ
Mt. Laurel Church of Christ

in the Philadelphia Area
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.

(609) 665-2496

PISCATAWAY, NJ
258 Highland Ave.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Bible Classes 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gary P. Eubanks
(732) 463-1323

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

VAUXHALL, NJ
Church of Christ

Milbourn Mall Suite 6
2933 Vauxhall Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry A. Persaud
(973) 378-8999 or (908) 964-6356

ALAMOGORDO, NM
25th & Hawaii Church of Christ

P.O. Box 2065
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
(505) 439-9810 or 430-0494

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Albuquerque Church of Christ

1908 Sunshine Terrace SE
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(call to confirm time)
764-9277

ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Harris Blvd. Church of Christ
5424 E.W.T. Harris Blvd.

Worship 8: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Various members of 
local congregations

Don Moeller (704) 532-9242

DALLAS, NC
Deepwood Forest Church of Christ

2002 Lineburger Rd., Hwy. 275
(Between Dallas & Stanley)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis Woollums
(704) 922-8985

FAYETTEVILLE, NC
West Fayetteville
Church of Christ

5272 Butternut Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Arnold
(910) 424-5162

FRANKLIN, NC
Westside Church of Christ

156 Old Murphy Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gurtler
(704) 369-5186 or 369-8216

GRANITE FALLS, NC
Church of Christ
24 Park Square

Between Hickory & Lenoir
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 396-8107
or 294-6878

SALISBURY, NC
Salisbury Church of Christ

1037 Faith Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(704) 639-1135 or 279-4324

SANFORD, NC
West Sanford Church of Christ

202 Westover Drive
(1 blk. from US 1 and NW 42W)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Nay Rieber
(919) 775-5107 or 774-6935

Tom Gray, 776-0373

WINSTON-SALEM, NC
Church of Christ
2800 S. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening (call 336-784-5058) 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(336) 998-4002
or 785-2475

WARNE, NC
Warne Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 64 at Warne
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(704) 389-6892
or 389-3097

LAS VEGAS, NV
Vegas Dr. Church of Christ

3816 Vegas Drive
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  John Robertson
(702) 648-4827

BEDFORD, OH
Columbus St. Church of Christ

512 Columbus Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Harry Rice
Building: (216) 232-2231

Home: (216) 232-9068

CANAL WINCHESTER, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

Southeast side of Columbus
7 ½ N. High St.

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 837-8859

CINCINNATI, OHIO
Blue Ash

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Evang:  Russell Dunaway, Jr.

891-3174

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CINCINNATI, OH
Lockland Church of Chist

419 W. Wyoming Ave.
Exit 12 I-75 - W. 2 blocks

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-Week  7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Calvin Schabach
821-0410 or 733-3187

CLEVELAND, OH
Lorain Ave. Church of Christ

13501 Lorain Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(216) 476-0660, 651-1689 or
(330) 725-3960, 723-0111

COLUMBUS, OH
Laurel Canyon

Church of Christ
409 McNaughton Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

868-1375 or 866-4535

DAYTON, OH
Haynes St.

Church of Christ
300 Haynes St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Wayne S. Walker
256-6647 or 256-0127

DAYTON, OH
West Carrollton

23 W. Main Street
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Grushon
856-5162 or 434-3090

DAYTON (Beavercreek) OH
Knollwood Church of Christ

1031 Welford Drive
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Keith Greer
426-1422 or 426-3325

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS 

FIND YOUR PLACE 
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

FREMONT, OH
Church of Christ
3361 W. State St.

1 mi. West of Fremont
on U.S. Rt. 20

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(419) 849-3340 or 849-3686

HAMILTON, OH
Westview Church of Christ

1040 Azel Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 35  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  David A. Stansberry
(513) 868-9988

HUBER HEIGHTS (Dayton), OH
Northern Heights
Church of Christ

5430 Fishburg Rd.
SW cnr. of Rt. 201 & Fishburg

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Bible Study 7: 00  P.M.

(513) 236-7611

HILLIARD, OH
Church of Christ

Heights  Church of Christ
7801 Zuni Road, S.E.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Dee Lancaster
266-7577 or 293-5635

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Westside Church of Christ

Sequoia Plaza
3320 Coors Blvd., NW

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(505) 839-9880

AZTEC, NM
Aztec Area Church of Christ

304 N. Main St.
Bible Study     9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 1: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(505) 334-0874 or 334-3913

BUFFALO, NY
Greater Buffalo Church of Christ

P.O. Box 808, W. Seneca
Bible Study 2: 00  A.M.
Worship  3: 00  A.M.
Tuesday 6: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Roy Diestelkamp
(716) 627-6546 
E-Mail address:

edgibson@juno.com

HUDSON, NY
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 573, Hudson 
Bldg: 86 Main St., Philmont

Worship     9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(518) 828-2923, 329-3833, or 
672-4904

ASHEVILLE, NC
Church of Christ
Holiday Inn East

(Please call for directions.)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.

Evangelist: Joe Hickman
(828) 254-7332 or 684-3111

CARY, NC
Walnut St. Church of Christ

(Raleigh) 217 Walnut St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  (919) 467-0012
Jeff Archer:  319-1757

CHARLOTTE, NC
Charlotte Church of Christ

5327 S. Tyron St.
Worship     9: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Wendell Powell
(704) 525-5655 or 522-9971

CHARLOTTE, NC

29
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4840 Cemetery Rd.

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 876-4089

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

MANSFIELD, OH
Eastside Church of Christ

326 Grace Street
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  James Bond
526-2868 or 526-4739

MANSFIELD, OH
Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Leon Bond
(419) 525-3684 or 522-8982

MARIETTA/RENO, OH
Jct. St. Rt. 7 & County Rd. 20

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Wed. - 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th weeks
Thurs. - 1st week

614-374-9827

NEW CARLISLE, OH
Church of Christ
235 Funston Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Lee
(937) 235-2470

NEW LEBANON, OH
Church of Christ
1973 W. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Murphy, Jr.
687-2985

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE 

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

NORTHWOOD, OH
(Toledo Area)

Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
893-3566 or 691-0688

NORWALK, OH
Church of Christ

State Rt. 250 & 13 North

386 N. Edgewood Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Randy Yerby

SALEM, OH
Church of Christ

484 Georgetown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(330) 337-6113

UHRICHSVILLE, OH
Church of Christ

638 Parrish Street
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 00  P.M.

(614) 254-4066, o r
(216) 339-3032

WAVERLY, OH
4th & Mullins

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(614) 947-7122 or 947-1718

ALTUS, OK
Southeast Church of Christ

1105 Navajo
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(580) 535-4767

MIDWEST CITY, OK
Fifth St. Church of Christ

6512 SE Fifth St., Box 30544
(Near Tinker AFB)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Bond
(405) 737-5858 or 737-8272

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Broadview Heights

Church of Christ
3536 NW 38 St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: James B. Lusby
946-6301 or 728-3058

PURCELL, OK
Jackson & Green Ave.

Church of Christ
407 Jackson Street

(Mailing address - Rt.1, Box 80A)
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

527-3538 or 872-3596

STILLWATER, OK
East 6th Ave. Church of Christ

2417 E. Sixth Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Eppler
(405) 743-2603, 377-2847

TULSA, OK
Church of Christ

1702 S. Memorial Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J.T. Smith
627-5670 or 664-6629

TULSA, OK
Woodland Hills
Church of Christ

9119 E. 61 St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Mike Pittman
(918) 252-1220 or 258-2720

AVONDALE, PA
Avondale Church of Christ

Glen Willow Rd.
P.O. Box 421

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Daniel Gatlin, Evangelist
(610) 268-2088, 869-2194

CARLISLE, PA
Walnut Bottom Rd.

Church of Christ
2637 Walnut Bottom Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Hawk
 (717) 776-6122

EXTON, PA
Exton Church of Christ

217 N. Whitford Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

363-8042

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Church of Christ
45 W. Durham St.

P.O. Box 4985
Bible Study 10: 15  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Tues. night 8: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.
(215) 248-2026 or 753-1362

VANDERYRIFT, PA
Church of Christ

156A Farragut Ave.
            

Worship 9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Thursday 7: 30  P.M.

(412) 337-4488

BEAUFORT, SC
Church of Christ

2107 King St., P.O. Box 4
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
Paris Island, 8:00 A.M., Sunday

Evangelist: Ronald Nelson
(843) 524-4400 or 524-4652

BEAUFORT/BURTON, SC
Church of Christ

170 Robert Smalls Pkwy.
(Hwy. 170)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(803) 524-4281 or 525-1483

CHARLESTON HEIGHTS, SC
Ashley Heights Church of Christ

2605 S. Oakridge Cir.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.

Bible Study 9: 15  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Weliever
388-6811 or 381-7401

COLUMBIA, TN
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ

417 Mooresville Pike  
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Maxey
(931) 388-5828 or 380-1226

DIXON SPRINGS, TN
Dixon Springs Church of Christ

Old Hwy. 25 (between 
Hartselle & Carthage)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 868-9266

ERWIN, TN
Church of Christ

N. Erwin Hwy.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M. 
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry A. (Tony) Sayre
(615) 743-8251 or 743-4142

FRANKLIN, TN
Cedarmont Church of Christ

Arno Rd. & Hwy. 96E 
(P.O. Box 682042)

(1 mile East of I65 South)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M. 
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Gambill
(615) 790-2075

GOODLETTSVILLE, TN
Millersville Church of Christ

1158 Louisville Hwy.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jason Malham
(615) 859-1841 or 859-5941

JACKSON, TN
Old Hickory Church of Christ

841 Old Hickory Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.
  Evangelist: Gary Kerr

668-1794 or 664-5295

JOHNSON CITY, TN
Brookmead Church of Christ

2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Kay 
615-928-4000 or 753-9865

KNOXVILLE, TN
7604 Chapman Hwy.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger D. Williams
(423) 573-6638

MADISON, TN
Church of Christ

Kemper at Tuckahoe Dr.
(10 min. from Opryland)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.

Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Friday  6: 30  P.M.

(803) 553-4970 or 553-4346

COLUMBIA, SC
Lower Richland Church of Christ

3000 Trotter Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: J. David Powlas
(803) 783-6059 or 776-0754

SUMTER, SC
Woodland Church of Christ

3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday       7:  00 P.M.

Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.
773-0828

TAYLORS, SC
(Greenville Area)

Taylors Church of Christ
400 E. Main St.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Mosely
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728

www.taylors church of christ.com

WARRENVILLE, SC
(Aiken/Augusta Area)

Warrenville Church of Christ
P.O. Box 98

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 648-9451 or 649-0439

WEST COLUMBIA, SC
Airport Church of Christ

4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(803) 755-0023 or 894-6471

RAPID CITY, SD
Church of Christ

1302 E. Fairmont Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Matt Allen
(605) 348-7990 or 688-9170

CHATTANOOGA, TN
North Hixson Church of Christ

5484 Old Hixson Pike
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Walton
(423) 870-8029 or 842-5526

CLEVELAND, TN
Highway 64 Church of Christ

111 Durkee Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(423) 344-7259, 479-6990
or 339-1068

COLUMBIA, TN
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ

1200 Nashville Hwy.,  
Hwy. 31N

Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Green
(615) 868-6078 or 662-8200

MARYVILLE, TN
Smoky Mt. Church of Christ

2206 Montvale Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

C.H. Buld (423) 984-4708
Harold Tabor (423) 977-4230
Gary Kirtley (423) 981-1885

MCMINNVILLE, TN
West End Ave.

Church of Christ
P.O. Box 8060, Zip 37110

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  David Young
(615) 668-7453

MEMPHIS, TN
Burlington Church of Christ

3825 S. Germantown Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Doug Seaton
(901) 754-2765 or 853-7840

MEMPHIS, TN
Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Dick Blackford
(901) 388-2474 or 757-9001

MEMPHIS, TN
Hunters Run Church of Christ

6590 Stateline Road (west of  
Germantown Rd. Ext.)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Julian R. Snell
(901) 853-6726 or 363-9133

MURFREESBORO, TN
663 Compton Road

(1 mi. E. of VA Hospital)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Assembly    10: 00  A.M.
Assembly 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

David Arnold
(615) 896-6550 or 896-9474

Web page: http://www.mtsu.edu/@
arnoldd/bible.html

MURFREESBORO, TN
Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Kyle Campbell
 and Bill Cavender

(615) 893-1200

MURFREESBORO, TN
South Ridge Church of Christ

488 Barfield-Crescent Rd.
(Exit 81 off I-24, south 1 1/2 miles on 

231S, turn right)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(615) 848-0303 or 893-5070

MURFREESBORO, TN
University Heights

Church of Christ
1412 East Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
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Westvue Church of Christ
316 Kings Hwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Duggin
896-1292 or 896-3943

NASHVILLE, TN
Bell Road Church of Christ

1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill O'Neal
(615) 833-4444 or 941-1134

NASHVILLE, TN
Hillview Church of Christ

7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(615) 356-7318 or 952-3433

NASHVILLE, TN
Perry Heights Church of Christ

423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Daniel H. King
(615) 883-3118 or 366-5009

NASHVILLE, TN
Riverside Dr. Church of Christ

1530 Riverside Dr.
(Close to Opryland and new stadium)
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Wilson Adams
(615) 262-0241

ROCKWOOD, TN
Post Oak Rd. Church of Christ

1227 Post Oak Valley Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 6: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Glen Moore
(423) 354-9416 or 354-0489

ROCKWOOD, TN
Church of Christ 
Highway 70 East

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(423) 354-2557

SHELBYVILLE, TN
El Bethel Church of Christ

Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader
(615) 685-1113 or 684-9099

WAVERLY, TN
Eastside Church of Christ

1412 E. Railroad St.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(931) 296-5217 or 296-4657

Northwest Church of Christ
7750 Highway 105

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 9: 55  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist:  Russ Bowman
898-4034, 287-3908

or 866-6939

CLEBURNE, TX
Church of Christ

404 South Caddo St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(817) 645-3588

CLEVELAND, TX
Church of Christ
310 E. Houston

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Raymond Meaux
281-592-1581

CLUTE, TX
Church of Christ

343 S. Main
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M. 
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Lloyd
265-5283 or 265-2933

COLLEGE STATION, TX
Church of Christ

810 Southwest Pkwy.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Wayne Moody
764-6562 or 693-1758

COLUMBUS, TX
West Oaks Church of Christ

214 FM 806
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Herbert Thorton Jr.
(409) 732-3001

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Hwy. 9 Church of Christ

5853 Leopard St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Clyde Carter
(512) 777-0606, 241-0818, 

289-1559, 853-8637 or 289-1439  

DALLAS, TX
College Park Church of Christ

701 Centennial Blvd.
Richardson, Texas

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Rickie G. Jenkins
(972) 783-9777

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

DICKINSON, TX

Church of Christ, 2919 Main St.
(Between Houston-Galveston

Exit 19  on  I-45, east 2 mi. on 517)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 9: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jay Horsley
(281) 534-4870

DUMAS, TX
Central Church of Christ

424 E. First St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David M. Bonner
(806) 935-5363 or 935-6883

EDNA, TX
301 South Robison

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(512) 782-5506 or 782-2844
Elders: S.A. Mercer & S. Wilson

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
Web Page http://ykc.com/cofc/

EL PASO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ

3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Ken Looper (915) 821-1084
(915) 855-4327

FORT WORTH, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ

Altamesa at Landview
(“at the overpass”)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Tom M. Roberts
292-4908 or 294-9706

FORT WORTH, TX
West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd.

76114
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Stan Cox
(817) 738-7269

HARLINGEN, TX
Church of Christ

1625 Morgan Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Earl Dale
(956) 423-4690 or 423-6225

HOUSTON, TX
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road  (77084)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Mark White (281) 578-1897

HOUSTON, TX
Bellaire Church of Christ

8001 South Rice Ave.
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David O. Lanius, Jr.
(713) 668-4810

HOUSTON, TX
Church of Christ

in Oak Forest
1333 Judiway

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

(713) 686-0788

HOUSTON, TX (Southwest)
Murphy Rd. Church of Christ

2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City
Worship 9: 30  A.M.
Bible Study 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

HOUSTON, TX
Spring Woods Church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Church Phone (713) 973-6667
Elders:  468-4753, 461-2222,

or 863-1927

HUNTINGTON, TX
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 858
One block north of U.S. 69

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 422-4623

IRVING, TX
Westside Church of Christ

2300 W. Pioneer Dr.
(closest to D/FW Airport)

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Roberts
258-8527 or (214) 986-9131

http://www.flash.net/~westside

LANCASTER, TX
Dallas Avenue Church of Christ

601 N. Dallas Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 25  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Boshart
(972) 227-2910 or 227-1119

LANCASTER, TX
Pleasant Run Church of Christ

831 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 227-1758 or 227-2598

LUFKIN, TX
Church of Christ
4th & Groesbeck
401 E. Groesbeck

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(409) 632-1771 or 634-7515

LUFKIN, TX
Timberland Dr. Church of Christ

912 S. Timberland Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.
 Evangelists: Harold Hancock

James W. Adams
634-7110 or 632-7070

MANSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ

1820 E. Debbie Lane

P.O. Box 165
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening  6: 00  A.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.                    
         

Evangelist:  Bobby Holmes
(817) 277-9186 or 

(972) 262-3818

MESQUITE, TX
(East Dallas)

Westlake Church of Christ
427 Gross Rd., 75149

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Haley
(972) 285-1610

MIDLAND, TX
Midland Church of Christ

3416 Thomason
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

694-3482 or 683-6725

NACOGDOCHES, TX
Mound & Starr Church of Christ

1439 N. Mound St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Randy Harshbarger

ODESSA, TX
Crescent Park Church of Christ

1415 Royalty
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Paul Smith
(915) 362-1777 or 366-5071

PLANO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)

Spring Creek Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(972) 398-3221 or 231-3748

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Church of Christ in Valley-Hi

(Near Lackland AFB)
4302 SW Loop 410

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(210) 674-4188 or 628-1018

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Pecan Valley Church of Christ

268 Utopia (IH 37 S.E.
Exit Pecan Valley)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Byron Gage
(210) 337-6143 or 662-9336

SAN MARCOS, TX
San Marcos Church of Christ

2660 Hunter Road
P.O. Box 669

Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Afternoon 2: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: George W. Slover
(512) 396-2399 or 353-0364

SHERMAN, TX

ALLEN, TX
Church of Christ
303 E. Main St.

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist:  Foy W. Vinson
424-5766

ALVARADO,TX
I-35 Church of Christ

(E. Service Rd. of I-35, North of 
Alvarado)

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship  11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(817) 783-6308 or 790-7253

ALVIN, TX
House St. Church of Christ

516 W. House St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Harry R. Osborne
(713) 331-4953 or

331-9305

ANGELTON, TX
Kiber St. Church of Christ

P.O. Box 1162
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Moore
(409) 849-6246

AUSTIN, TX
Cedar Park Church of Christ
Brushy Crk. Rd. & Mustange

Cedar Park, Texas
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Everett
(512) 259-0924 or 219-6816

AUSTIN, TX
Wonsley Dr. Church of Christ

507 E. Wonsley Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff  Smith
(512) 990-7158 or 836-8532

Wonsleycoc@ao1.com

BAYTOWN, TX
Pruett and Lobit Church of Christ

701 North Pruett St.
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 40  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Larry Hafley
(281) 422-5926 or 421-7367

BAYTOWN, TX
East Side Church of Christ

2100 James Bowie
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Tony Mauck
(281) 427-8729 or 837-9259

BEAUMONT, TX
Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ

3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelists: Max Dawson
& Edwin Crozier
(409) 866-1996

BEAUMONT, TX

30
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ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

Westwood Village
 Church of Christ

314 N. Tolbert
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Fred Watkins
(903) 868-2809, 893-3637

TAYLOR, TX
South Loop Highway 79

Church of Christ
Route 2, Box 136B

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: John H. Crow
(512) 365-7058

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TEMPLE, TX
Leon Valley Church of Christ

4404 Twin City Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Stroud
(254) 939-0682 or 774-7551

TEMPLE, TX
Southside Church of Christ

2003 S. 5th
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Haynes
773-0931

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER MONTH

WEST COLUMBIA, TX
Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson

Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship  9: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: David Weaks
(409) 345-3818

THE WOODLANDS, TX
Woodlands Church of Christ

P.O. Box 7664-77380
3987 Wellman Road

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

367-2099 or 367-1235

KAYSVILLE, UT
137 S. Flint St.

Bible Classes 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

For info. call (801) 544-1401
 or 451-4582

OGDEN, UT
Ogden Church of Christ

910 23rd St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(801) 394-1397
Bilingual English and Spanish

ANNANDALE, VA
Annandale Church of Christ

Washington, D.C. Area
4709 Ravensworth Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Contact: Floyd Chappelear
256-5543 or 830-0164

CHESAPEAKE, VA
Tidewater Church of Christ

217 Taxus St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Schlosser
(757) 479-5658 or 436-6900

CHESTER, VA
Chester Church of Christ

12100 Winfree St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 5: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Crowder
796-2374 or 530-2285

CHESTER, VA
Rivermont Church of Christ

2316 E. Hundred Rd.
(2 mi. W. of Hopewell on Hwy. 10,  

5 ½ mi. E, I-95, exit 61A)
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Robert S. Swain
(804) 530-1764

NEWPORT NEWS, VA
Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ

315 Harpersville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Aaron Burleson
(757) 877-6264 or 838-5374

POUND, VA
Church of Christ

U.S. 23, 3 mi. S. of Pound
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.
Evangelist:  Daniel Holloway

(703) 796-5767

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER YEAR
$95.00 PER QUARTER

RICHMOND, VA
Forest Hill Church of Christ

1208 W. 41st St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Jack Bise, Jr.
(804) 233-5959

RICHMOND, VA
West End

4909 Patterson Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evang.: Michael W. McLemore
(804) 358-7933, 320-3948

or 750-2873

RIDGEWAY, VA
Church of Christ (Rd. 750)

2273 Old Leaksville Rd. 
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 7: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Tom Knight - 956-3637
Webster Ford - 956-3093
Jamie Hinds - 956-4651

ROANOKE, VA
Blue Ridge Church of Christ

Blue Ridge Mall, Unit 16
9 mi. E. of Roanoke, Rt. 460

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Call:  Larry Powell
(540) 992-5912 or

Building (540) 977-1277

STAFFORD, VA
Ruby Church of Christ

5 mi. S. of Stafford
US Rt. 1 - P.O. Box 1524

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(540) 373-9466
or 972-2598

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Virginia Beach Church of Christ

Pembrook Manor
Recreation Building

4452 Hinsdale St.
P.O. Box 8693 (23450)

Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(804) 486-6639 or 486-6245
www.vb-churchofChrist.com

BELLINGHAM, WA
Northside Church of Christ

5201 Northwest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Price
(360) 354-7867 or 384-1807

BREMERTON, WA
Church of Christ

500 Pleasant Drive
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.

Elders: Howard Reagan
Harold Trimble, Otto Spieth, Scott 

Saario
377-5622

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TACOMA, WA
Manitou Church of Christ

4806 So. 66th St.
(P.O. Box 7523, 98407)

Sunday 9: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(253) 759-7875
(425) 557-9242

Voice Mail: (253) 752-5616

Barrio Colon
Bible Study 10: 30  A.M.
Worship 11: 15  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 8: 00  P.M.

(54) 51-561645 or 219123
Evangelist: Carlos Gatti

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta

Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 A Ave. N.E. T2E ISI

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Derek Chambers
(403) 276-8088 

Services in English and Spanish

CANADA
Jordan, Ontario, Loriso
Jordan Church of Christ
2863 Regional Road 81

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(905) 562-4739, 685-3896

CANADA
Hamilton, Ontario

33 Highcliffe
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Monday    7: 00  P.M.

Closest Church to Toronto
Steve Rudd, Evangelist

(905) 575-8437

JAPAN
Okinawa, Japan

Mid-Island Church of Christ
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 11: 00  A.M.
Evening 5: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Call 645-6334, 622-5163 
for information

WEST GERMANY
Kaiserslautern Area

Ramstein Church of Christ
Bible Study 9: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(06371) 17049 or 44529

HELP
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR 

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

Greenbag Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 20  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Jeremy Joy
(304) 292-3276 or 296-9793

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ

210 Cedar St.
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Mid-week  7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Brian Price
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Roberts Ridge Church of Christ

Rd. 2 - Box 368-A
Bible Study 9: 45  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Sam Wood (304) 845-2202
Ray Crow (304) 845-8098

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOU
PLACE OF WORSHIP

THIS SPACE
$25.00 PER QUARTER

$95.00 PER YEAR

PARKERSBURG, WV
Marrtown Church of Christ

825 Marrtown Road
Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 15  A.M.
Evening 7: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 861-0342 or 422-7458

RAVENSWOOD, WV
Church of Christ
1101 Gallatin St.

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

Evangelist: Rick Christian
273-0261 or 273-3267

MILWAUKEE, WI
Metropolitan Church of Christ
1029 S. 58th St., P.O. Box 14187

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30  A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: David Girardot
257-3035

Church: 258-8520

ARGENTINA, Cordoba
Iglesia de Cristo

Pasaje Alicante 2431

VANCOUVER, WA
Church of Christ

Temp. at Sara J. Anderson School, 
2215 N.E. 104th St.

P.O. Box 2488, Zip 98668
Worship 10: 00  A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00  A.M.

(360) 687-9196
(360) 263-2168

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$95.00 PER YEAR
$25.00 PER QUARTER

YAKIMA, WA
W. Washington Ave. Church of Christ

902 W. Washington Ave.
Conservative

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(509) 248-8190 or 248-5614

BECKLEY, WV
Church of Christ
100 Carriage Dr.

Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

Evangelist: Weldon E. Warnock
(304) 252-8108 or 255-1136

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

522 Daugherty St.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 30  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 346-2112

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ

873 Oakwood Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 50  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30  P.M.

(304) 342-5637

CLARKSBURG, WV
Westside Church of Christ

Davison Run Road
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 782-2132

FAIRMONT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ

934 East Park Avenue
Bible Study 10: 00  A.M.
Worship 10: 45  A.M.
Evening 6: 00  P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00  P.M.

(304) 366-4523 or 449-1495

MORGANTOWN, WV
Glen Oaks Church of Christ

3130
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Difficult Bible 
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The Demands And Means 
of Compassion

Lewis Willis

Several Greek words are translated “compassion.” Note the words and 
their definitions: Oikteiro  — “to have pity, a feeling of distress through 
the ills of others”; splanchnizomai — “to be moved with compassion;” 
sumpatheo — “to suffer with another . . . to be affected similarly (sym-
pathy) . . . be touched with;” and eleeo — “to have mercy . . . to show 
kindness, by beneficence, or assistance” (Vine 218). 

Compassion signifies a feeling within the heart for others because of 
their suffering and trouble. It promotes or produces action. The action 
is an expression of kindness and/or assistance to the suffering. Note 
that compassion, if there is no action, is empty and useless. 

The perfect and absolute 
expression of compassion is nat-
urally found in God. Paul wrote, 
“For he saith to Moses, I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, 
and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion” 
(Rom. 9:15). Also, many passages 
affirm the compassion of Christ: 
“But when he saw the multitudes, 
he was moved with compassion 
on them, because they fainted, 
and were scattered abroad, as 
sheep having no shepherd” (Matt. 
9:36). (See also Matt. 14:14; 15:32; 
20:34.) When the prodigal son 
returned it was said of his father, 
“And he arose, and came to his 
father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and 
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him” (Luke 
15:20). Of course, God is represented by the Father in that parable. 

It would be expected, I suppose, that the same spirit of compassion 
would be required of God’s children. Consider: “Be kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another” 
(Rom. 12:10); “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 
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Editorial
Editorial

Teachings From Taberah
Mike Willis

And when the people complained, it displeased the Lord: and the Lord 

fire was quenched. And he called the name of the place Taberah: because 
the fire of the Lord burnt among them  (Num. 11:1-3).

The divine record of the wilderness wanderings of Israel, like all of the 
Old Testament record, has been recorded for our admonition and learn-
ing. Paul said, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written 
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope” (Rom. 15:4). “Now these things were our examples, 
to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted” (1 
Cor. 10:6). Among the incidents that inspiration records is the incident 
at Taberah when the children of Israel complained against the Lord.

The Historical Record
Taberah is the first stop of the children of Israel following their 

departure from Mt. Sinai. The journey from Egypt to Mt. Sinai took ap-
proximately three months (Exod. 19:1). Israel departed from Sinai eleven 
months later (Num. 10:10-13). Having been to Sinai, I have some appre-
ciation for what the terrain was through which they traveled. The area 
is mountainous with barren rock, little moisture and pasture. Walking 
through such country would be laborious and wearisome. Perhaps their 
muscles ached from the journey in the blazing hot sun, after having been 
settled in one location for nearly a year. And, there was nothing forcing 
them to move, as had been the case when they left Egypt.

For whatever reason (Scripture does not tell us why), the Israelites 
started complaining. The text says, “and the Lord heard it; and his anger 
was kindled” (Num. 11:1). Consequently, the Lord sent fire that consumed 
those in the outer perimeters of the camp. When Moses interceded for 
the people, the Lord heard his prayer and quenced the fire. The place 
was called Taberah. The word taberah is derived from the verb ba‘ar, “to 
burn, consume.” The noun Tab‘erah, means “a burning.”

The Sin of Complaining
The word “complained” is translated from ‘anan, derived from the 

Chaldee word that means “to be grieved, to be sad, to mourn.” The word 
only occurs in the Hithpolel which signifies “to show oneself sad”; hence, 
“to complain, to murmur” and, as used in Numbers 11:1 “with the no-
tion of impiety” (Gesenius 72). Let’s consider the following truths about 
complaining:

heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the Lord burnt among 
them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp. And 
the people cried unto Moses; and when Moses prayed unto the Lord, the 
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continued on next page

The Work of Elders
Archie E. Proctor

The term “elder” in the New Testament, is used in two senses: first, to 
designate an older man as compared to a younger (Rom. 9:12; Luke 1:18). 
Second, to designate men who are appointed to a position of authority 
in a local congregation of the Lord’s church (Acts 20:17, 28). It is in this 
second sense to which this article is addressed.

For those readers who are not familiar with the term, elders were 
appointed in every church, (Acts 14:23) and had to meet certain qualifica-
tions to be selected for this office (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9). In short, elders 
were to be older men, not recent converts, who had been married to 
one wife, with believing children, who ruled their households well, were 
hospitable, of good reputation, sober, just, holy, full of wisdom, and well 
versed in the word of God.

There are two words in the New Testament that are used to refer to the 
office of elders. The first is presbuteros, from which we have the English 
word presbyter. It is variously translated as elders and presbytery in the NT. 
The second is episkope, or episcopal. It is rendered bishop and overseer. 
The words are used interchangeably, and in the New Testament refer to 
the same office and work.

The Bible never speaks of a single elder in any New Testament church; 
the term is always plural. Elders were by definition older men, there is no 
verse or example in the New Testament where women were authorized 
to direct the work of the church in the office of elder; on the contrary, 
the Bible forbids women to even teach in an assembly where men are 
present, or to have authority over a man (1 Cor. 14:34, 35).

The work of elders is well defined in the Scriptures, but in practice, 
the application has sometimes been lacking. The verses which define 
the work of the office of elder are:

• Feed the flock, the church of God (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1). 
• Watch for the souls of the congregation, and give account to the Lord 

(Heb 13:17). 
• Take the oversight of the flock (1 Pet. 5:2).
• Rule well (1 Tim. 5:17).

To accomplish these duties, an elder of the Lord’s church must have 
these qualities:

• Apt (Able) to teach (1 Tim. 3:2). 
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• (He must) hold fast the faithful word as he has been 
taught. 

• Able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convict 
the gainsayers (Tit. 1:9).

• Be ensamples to the flock (1 Pet. 5:3).

The use of the term “flock” brings to mind the meta-
phor of a shepherd guarding the sheep. Indeed, Peter 
uses this figure in 1 Peter 5:1-4 where he speaks of Christ 
being the “chief Shepherd”:

The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an 
elder, Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking 
the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords 
over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And 
when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away.

 
 It would seem that many think the principal work 
of elders is to maintain the meeting house, keep and 
increase the treasury, and keep the pews full. To this end, 
they seek preaching to please all and offend none. Issues 
that might stir up the church are to be avoided, and all 
who come to the meeting-house door are welcomed 
and accepted as members of the congregation without 
question. 

The wise use of the Lord’s money, attention to the 
physical assets of the congregation, and concern for the 
attendance are not to be neglected by the eldership, but 
they are as “tithes of mint and rue” (Luke 11:42). They are 
important, but not the primary work of the eldership. The 
proper use of the talents of deacons will assure these 
needs are met, and the elders will be able to assure that 
the church is spiritually fed with the gospel, so that error 
will be condemned, proper application of the principles 
of the teaching of Christ will be made, and vigilant care of 
the souls of the weak and spiritual babes is maintained. 

Feed The Flock
In Ephesians 4:11-16, Paul wrote that God had given 

a number of functions in the local church, including 
bishops, evangelists, and teachers. He stated that these 
positions are for perfecting the saints, and edifying the 
body of Christ, the church. The objective is that all may 
come to the unity of the faith, and full knowledge of 
Christ. As a result of this growth, Christians will reach the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: They will 
become mature in the biblical sense (Matt. 5:48).

When properly fed with the gospel of Christ, children 
of God will grow up to be mature in Christ. They will no 
longer be spiritual infants who constantly need care and 
nurturing, and who need to understand the difference 
between right and wrong (Heb. 5:11-13). Those young in 
the faith are always subject to the danger of falling for 

any false teacher who speaks false doctrine in a pleasant 
manner (2 Tim. 3:5, 6). However, such spiritual babes, 
when fed with all the gospel, will become “fitly joined 
together,” and learn to spend their time in mutual sup-
port, edification, and brotherly love.

All teaching should be done with the objective of 
increasing the spiritual growth of all members, not the 
growth of numbers. The teaching of the truth in love may 
have the immediate effect of lowering the attendance, 
as those who will not change their lives are driven out by 
the truth of God’s word (1 John 2:19). When the truth is 
taught, error is exposed, members are properly edified, 
and when attention is given to these things, Paul says 
that “God will give the increase” (1 Cor. 3:7). The numeri-
cal growth may be slower, but the numbers will not fall 
away at the first sign of controversy, or condemnation 
of error.

When Christians are constantly fed with spiritual 
candy, and the wisdom of men, they will become soft and 
of no use to the Lord.  Efforts to make men feel good, and 
avoid controversy will ultimately destroy a flock. Sooner 
or later, the wolves will come in, teaching error and false 
doctrine. Paul says they will have a “form of godliness” 
and will capture those who have sins in their lives, and 
who are unable to come to a knowledge of the truth (2 
Tim. 3:5-7). 

Elders who have the opportunity, and refuse, for the 
sake of numbers in attendance, to teach the flock to re-
pent of moral sins; and who will not permit, for the sake of 
the feelings of those who are good friends, teaching and 
preaching on the specific errors of false doctrines among 
the churches; will stand condemned with the wolves and 
those whom they deceived, in the Day of Judgment. 

Watch For Souls
The care and concern for the souls of the congregation 

is a never-ending task for the eldership. There is constant 
watching and exhortation for the weak, lest they slip. The 
congregation must be taught and encouraged to “bear 
one another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:1, 2). A well thought out 
Bible teaching program is necessary, otherwise instruc-
tion might be limited to just the basic principles, and 
members will not be given opportunity to grow and 
become teachers in their own right (Heb. 5:12). Elders 
are commanded to visit the sick and to make prayer over 
them (Jas. 5:14). The need for multiple elders is manifest 
in the care of souls in the local church, as no one man 
could do it all.

Given the different personalities among a congre-
gation, wise elders may, in some cases, seek mature 
members to assist in this work. They can be of value 
when their spiritual experience will help the weak and 
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discouraged. This needs to be done carefully, as all such 
assistance must limit itself to instruction of the Word 
of God and its application. Many times such assistance 
must involve the greatest discretion, as a situation can be 
made worse by inclusion of one who is not thoroughly 
grounded in the Bible, and has not demonstrated an 
ability to keep such matters confidential.

A word of caution: Many times marriage problems, and 
resultant sinful behaviors are among the situations elders 
will face. All who are involved should limit themselves 
to being a good listener, and make proper scriptural ap-
plications to the situation from the Word of God. They 
should never take the role of a marriage counselor or 
other professional social worker. If the need is indicated 
for this service, a professional should be sought. If one of 
the elders, or a member is such a licensed professional, 
well and good, but their work should be separate and 
apart from the work of elders in this regard. 

This duty is the most difficult part of the elder’s work, 
but we dare not neglect it. For the sake of precious souls, 
we must do our best “to restore such a one” who has 
fallen (Gal. 6:1).

Take The Oversight
The requirement to “rule” and “take the oversight” 

refers to a third responsibility of the eldership. The local 
congregation of the Lord’s church is the only expres-
sion of organization in the New Testament. Each local 
congregation is autonomous in its function; there is 
no larger organized function directing the work of the 
church which Christ built (Matt. 16:18). As in any such 
organization, there are decisions to be made as to the 
use of buildings and other assets, use of the treasury in 
the support of evangelists, and matters of benevolence 
among the congregation. Wise elders will not make such 
decisions in secret, but make their decisions known to 
the church. They will seek out the cares and concerns of 
the congregation. Business meetings of the men are one 
tool in achieving this. Other methods include informal 
contact with all the men who are heads of families, and 
widows, and other women who have no husband.

In all these things, elders have only the authority to 
make such decisions as related to items which are expe-

dients to the work of the Church. Their authority 
to make such decisions is also limited by the Holy 
Spirit to the local congregation over which they 
have been given oversight (Acts 20:28). They do 
not have authority under any circumstances, to 
make such decisions for another congregation.

In the performance of this duty, there is no 
biblical authority for elders to limit the teaching 
and preaching of the full counsel of the truth of 
God so as to avoid controversy (Acts 20:27), or 

to introduce innovations in the work and worship not 
authorized by the Bible.

While all may freely come to the assembly to worship 
(1 Cor. 14:23), elders have a responsibility to examine 
those who wish to join themselves in membership to 
the congregation before they are accepted into the 
flock (Acts 9:26). Failure to meet this responsibility may 
result in a wolf in sheep’s clothing coming among them 
(Matt. 7:15). If Christians who have been involved in sinful 
practices, are permitted to join the flock without proper 
repentance and confession, their sin will become the 
leaven that “leavens the whole lump” (1 Cor. 5:6). That 
is, the influence of their sin will spread and cause great 
damage to the work.

Unless elders have full knowledge of the faith and abil-
ity of a new member, they err greatly if they allow such a 
one to teach a class they do not attend. Otherwise, they 
have no opportunity to know if false doctrine is being 
taught. More than one congregation of the Lord’s church 
has been badly damaged when elders allow a new mem-
ber to teach the high school class immediately after he 
has joined himself to the flock. In this critical transitional 
class between the child and the adult, an improper choice 
of teacher can destroy the faith of a young Christian for 
life.

Qualities of Elders
To feed the flock, watch for souls, and take the over-

sight, elders must have two qualities. The first is a good 
working knowledge of the Bible. Second, he must be able 
to read a passage from the word of God, and to make a 
proper application of it. This is not to require that all elders 
be able to preach a sermon from the pulpit, although this 
is a useful skill to any eldership. However, the requirement 
“apt to teach” does imply that every elder should be able 
to teach what the Bible says in some public forum, be it 
class or pulpit.

All elders must be able to discern when error is being 
taught, and have the skills necessary to show from the 
Bible how the false teaching is wrong (Tit. 1:9). It is in 
fulfilling this need, that a good eldership will function 
as a “team.” Where one may not be able to immediately 
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refute a false doctrine, the combined study of all may 
be presented by the one who is best skilled in public 
teaching. 

The selection of an evangelist is crucial to the work of 
an eldership in spiritual growth and edification of a con-
gregation. Elders must always be vigilant that not only 
is the whole truth of God being taught, but that proper 
application of that truth is made to the issues and sins 
in the flock. It is only by kind and patient application of 
the truth that spiritual babes in Christ are able to grow 
up and become mature Christians. Failing to teach and 
nurture such spiritual infants will result in their probable 
loss when the storms of conflict and error come.

Elders must be ready to rebuke and discipline those 
of the flock who become rebellious, and will not take 
encouragement or correction. 1 Corinthians 5:5 and 1 
Thessa- lonians 3:6 require such action in the case of 
one who takes part in public sin to the hurt of the local 
congregation. There are times when such sins are ignored 
for the sake of “peace.” Invariably, such refusal to act will 
result in more than one soul being lost.

Finally, an elder must remember that he is an “en-
sample” or example to the flock. If an elder engages in 
sinful behavior, how can he teach the truth, encourage 
the weak, and keep the flock as he should? 1 Timothy 
5:19, 20 requires that elders are to be publicly called to 
account by the other elders or the evangelist, if they are 
guilty of public sin and will not repent.

A man who has the potential to be an elder, is under 
obligation to develop himself to have the qualities an 
elder needs. If he refuses, he becomes like the unfaith-
ful servant who buried his talent in the ground (Matt. 
25:24ff). His refusal to use the ability God had given him 
led to his being cast into outer darkness where there 
was “weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Paul said that one 
who desires to be an elder “desireth a good work” (1 Tim. 
3:1). It is important that we be fruitful in every good work 
(Col. 1:10).

Conclusion
In this day and time, it has become the view of many 

that the eldership is a hindrance to the teaching of God’s 
word. Preference is expressed for a business meeting 
arrangement where all of the members (both men and 
women) meet to determine the work of the congregation, 
and decide issues of doctrinal concern. 

Congregations may use the business meeting arrange-
ment of men who are heads of households for a short 
time, until men become qualified to be elders. It becomes 
direct rebellion to the will of God if this arrangement 
continues year after year. 

Paul and Barnabas ordained elders in every church 
where they preached the gospel (Acts 14:23). The maxi-
mum time that could have elapsed between the start of a 
work and the time they appointed elders was about two 
years. Why could they have appointed elders so quickly, 
yet some churches today never have elders? Of course, 
Paul was able to lay hands on men and fill them with the 
Holy Spirit to know the word of God immediately. But 
knowing the word then, is equivalent to being educated 
in the Bible today. There is not a hint in the Scriptures 
that elders were miraculously qualified by the laying on 
of hands.

Too often, men who are qualified are rejected for 
some minor quibble by men or women who will never be 
qualified. These wish to maintain the business meeting 
arrangement, as they have the ability through political 
skill, to dominate and control the affairs of the church. 
If they accepted elders, they would no longer have such 
control. 

Those who reject the eldership need to consider; if 
any church in the New Testament did not need elders, 
it should have been the church in Jerusalem. They had 
apostles to teach and strengthen it, and they had deacons 
to wait on tables (Acts 6:2). Yet after a few short years, 
they also had elders, and the elders are mentioned as 
acting with the apostles in the meeting that took place 
in Acts 15. 

In many places, there is a greater need for godly elders 
than for the evangelist, yet many think that a good evan-
gelist will substitute for elders. We need to keep in mind 
that God’s arrangement is to have elders in every church. 
This is not impossible if we dedicate our efforts helping 
good men become qualified. God will provide what we 
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required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:19-20). This 
man’s plans were cut short and so can ours! We must plan, 
“If the Lord wills” (Jas. 4:15).

We Never Know What A Day May Bring Forth
Little did we know when Adam led the closing prayer 

on Wednesday evening, September 15 at the Ellettsville 
church that would be his last one here or when we in-
vited him with some of our other students for dinner on 
Sunday, September 12 that we would never eat with him 
again. As a number of us got together for a pitch-in, on 
an individual basis for our young students on a recent 
Sunday evening, little did we know that was Adam’s last 
get together like that. As Adam left home to return to IU, 
his parents had no idea that they would never see again 
see him alive. It is as Proverbs 27:1 says, “Boast not thyself 
of to morrow; for thou knowest not a day may bring forth.” 
James said it this way, “Whereas ye know not what shall 
be on the morrow” (Jas. 4:14). We all need to live everyday 
as if it were the last. One of these days will be!

Life Really Is Short
Adam was 21 on August 13, 1999. By the way, how 

old are you? The Lord’s description of the brevity of life 
should be read by all. He said, “Life is short” (Ps. 89:47), “a 
handbreadth” (Ps. 39:5), “a step” (1 Sam. 20:3), “a flower 
that is cut down” (Job 14:1-2), “of few days” (Job 14:1), “as 
a tale that is told” (Ps. 90:9), “as grass” (Ps. 103:15), “as a 
shadow” (Job 14:2), “swifter than a weaver’s shuttle” (Job 
7:6), “removed as a shepherd’s tent” (Isa. 38:12), “a vapour” 
(Jas. 4:14), and “a moment” (1 Cor. 4:17).

Your earth life has just been described!

The Young Die Too
Adam was only 21! All ages die. Pick up your local 

newspaper and notice the ages of those in the obituary 
list. By the way, when do you plan to die? None of us has 
a lease on life.

Timely Lessons From An  
Untimely Death

Johnie Edwards

Adam Christopher Lanphear was killed in an automo-
bile accident on Sunday evening, September 19, 1999 as 
he was returning from his home in Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky to Bloomington, Indiana where he was a student 
at Indiana University. Adam had been worshiping with 
the Ellettsville, Indiana church of Christ for the past two 
years. He was 21-years-old and a junior at IU. I was asked 
to speak at his funeral on Wednesday, September 22, 
1999 to over 700 people, many of them young people, 
in Bowling Green, Kentucky.

There are some timely lessons from this tragic death 
that I would like to call to your attention.

Death Is Not A Respecter of Persons
All ages die, infants, young school children, teenagers, 

early 20s, the middle aged, and those who are older. Paul 
wrote the Romans, “For there is no respect of persons with 
God” (Rom. 2:11). This applies to physical death as well as 
everything else. The wise man said, “For the living know 
that they shall die” (Eccl. 9:5). The Hebrews were told, 
“And it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). The Psalmist informed, “What 
man is he that liveth, and shall not see death?” (Ps. 89:48). 
Adam was smart, good looking, a good student with a 
bright future, but death comes to all.

Life’s Plans and Dreams May Be Altered
Adam had planned to finish IU and then attend Duke 

University, get a job in finance, save his money, buy a 
Porsche and travel. These plans and dreams were cut 
short. I am reminded of the story a rich man in Luke 
12:16-21 whose ground brought forth plentifully. He 
decided to build greater barns to bestow his fruits. The 
use of the word “I” in the story tells us he was selfish and 
left God completely out of his plans as he said, “And I 
will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years; take then ease, eat, drink, and be merry” 
(Luke 12:19). Now notice how his plans were altered. “But 
God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 
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Must Be Ready, At All Times, To Meet God
The parable of the wise and foolish virgins teaches us 

that, “. . . they that were ready went in and the door was 
shut” (Matt. 25:10). Didn’t the Lord say, “. . . be ye also 
ready”? (Matt. 24:44). Paul said, “I am ready . . . to die for 
the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 21:3). We must live so we 
can say as did the apostle Paul when it came time for his 
departure, “For I am now ready to be offered, and the time 
of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 

televangelists that make such claims. The number of men 
and women now claiming that God himself or the Holy 
Spirit speaks to them is continually growing — especially 
among those who are charismatic in religion. Perhaps 
you know someone who claims that God speaks to him. 
Some claim that God personally tells them what clothes 
to wear, what to say, what to believe, and what to do in 
matters of religion.

What does the Bible say concerning such? In all reli-
gious matters one must be governed by the precepts 
contained within the Bible. Colossians 3:17 says, “What-
ever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 
The Bible means what it says and says what it means. 
No Scripture can be interpreted in such a way as to put 
it in contradiction with any other passage. All things in 
religious matters can be ascertained if one will approach 
the subject with an open mind and a honest heart. Does 
the Bible teach that God still speaks personally to men 
today?

If God speaks to men personally today, God is a re-
specter of persons. What makes the men that claim to 
have personal conversations with God more special 
than the rest of us? Why can’t every believer have the 
same access to the Father as these men do? What exactly 

the lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing” (2 Tim. 4:6-8).

If you would like to write Adam’s parents and broth-
ers, you may do so: David & Debbie Lanphear, Kyle and 
Colin, 350 Hillwood Dr., Bowling Green, KY 42101. David 
Lanphear serves as one of the good elders of the West 
End church of Christ in Bowling Green, Kentucky.

4121 Woodyard Rd., Bloomington, Indiana 47404

Change

Matt Allen

Change. This has been the beacon call of numerous 
social agendas throughout the years. Get rid of the 
old hard line thoughts/ideals and bring in a more non-
judgmental and tolerant atmosphere. Rational thought 
and reason behind one’s actions is tossed out and his 
decisions and opinions tend to be based upon emotion. 
This change, from the rational to the emotional, has now 
crept into the politics and religion of the day. While we 
lament the change in the social and political arena, we 
are most concerned with the change going on around 
us in the religious world. The change going on in the 
religious world is now creeping into the Lord’s body. 
Christians — be aware!

The trend in modern American religion is now point-
ing away from biblical proof and reason toward a better 
felt than told experience. One does not have to look 
very far to see this. That the confusion by many so-called 
“Christians” concerning the workings of the Holy Spirit 
has come about is due largely to the false teaching of 
men who claim to have spoken personally with God or 
the Holy Spirit. Perhaps some will recall the story from 
a few years back of Oral Roberts being instructed by 
the Holy Spirit to go up into his prayer tower and stay 
there until a certain amount of money was raised. The 
popular television evangelist of the 90s, Benny Hinn, 
claims to speak with God regularly. But it is not just the 
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does God sound like as he imparts the information to 
the hearer? Is it a voice? A gentle breeze? Could it be 
through the rustling leaves of a nearby tree? How is one 
to distinguish these messages from nature? If the claims 
of many of our religious friends are true, then God shows 
partiality toward a selected few and neglects all others. 
This would contradict the plain teaching of Paul found 
in Romans 2:11. Here he writes, “For there is no partial-
ity with God.” Peter spoke words to the same effect in 
Acts 10:34-35. Observe: “Then Peter opened his mouth 
and said: ‘In truth I perceive that God shows no partial-
ity. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works 
righteousness is accepted by Him.’” God treats all men 
the same, everywhere. It is understood that in the past, 
God communicated with the prophets and apostles to 
impart his word and will to men. This was done during 
the giving of the Law of Moses (Exod. 19:3), warnings to 
Israel and prophecies concerning the Messiah (major/
minor prophets), and during the first century as the New 
Testament church was being established. The mission of 
those men was simple: to impart the message of God to 
the masses. They sought in no manner to bring honor, 
fame, and popularity upon themselves (contrary to many 
today) but rather chose to esteem God as being worthy 
of the glory. For God to show favor on one person by 
speaking to him personally would cause him to show 
partiality — which the Scriptures plainly deny.

If God speaks to men personally today, the Scriptures 
are inaccurate. How is this? The Scriptures teach over and 
over again that one may be made complete through the 
Word of God. The passage found in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
perhaps is the most explicit concerning this matter. Paul 
writes, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 
From this passage, one finds that through his application 
to the Word of God  — he may be made complete — ready 
for the work of the Lord. Paul told the Colossian brethren 
that they were complete in Christ. They had received and 
adhered themselves to the gospel preached to them 
by the Apostles. We can become well pleasing to God 
when we adhere to the teaching of the gospel found 
in the word of God! Since one can be made complete 
through the Word, why then would God speak directly 
to men today?

Is there something new and different that God now 
wishes to impart to men? If that be the case, Paul taught 
us not to believe this “new revelation” because there is 
only one gospel, and that is the one of the apostles, given 
by inspiration, found in the New Testament (Gal. 1:6-9)! 
Psalm 19:7 teaches us that the law of the Lord is perfect, 
making wise the simple. James 1:22 echoes this. If what 
we have received (the Bible) is perfect, what else needs 

to be added?

If God speaks personally to men today, then the word 
is not our final authority. This, I believe, is the root cause of 
the claims of many men today. A principle being taught 
or some particular practice does not fit into the pattern 
of Scripture, so one simply makes up his own declaration 
from God. This is usually the convenient thing to do, and 
when the supposed revelation from God is portrayed 
in some mystical manner the masses overwhelmingly 
accept it. The Scriptures plainly teach that they are the 
final authority in religious matters. Jesus said that his 
words would judge the world at the end of time. John 
12:48 says, “He who rejects Me, and does not receive 
My words, has that which judges him — the word that 
I have spoken will judge him in the last day.” If God still 
speaks to men today, how could the New Testament be 
the final authority? There is no doctrine according to 
Oral Roberts! There is no doctrine according to Benny 
Hinn! There is only one doctrine and that is found in the 
gospel of Christ given to us by the apostles (1 Tim. 1:3). 
Let us seek to apply it!

If God speaks personally to men today, then he is 
contrary to his word. God speaks to men today through 
the Word of Christ, the gospel. Hebrews 1:1-2 says, “God, 
who at various times and in various ways spoke in time 
past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days 
spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir 
of all things, through whom also He made the worlds.” 
Paul wrote that the things he wrote were not from him, 
but from God (1 Cor. 2:9-13). Prophecies and gifts of the 
Spirit have ceased (1 Cor. 13:8-12).

Let us not fall for the religious emotionalism of the 
day! While we may be intrigued and entertained by the 
claims of men, we must remember that God speaks to 
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and more problems with my vision appeared. Simple 
everyday things I had taken for granted, getting dressed 
or taking a shower became difficult and strenuous tasks. 
My emotions became harder to control. The feelings of 
helplessness, frustration, and self pity grew stronger ev-
ery day. I asked God over and over, “Why me?” It did not 
seem fair that I suffered such an ungodly disease when 
I wanted so much to serve him. Why was I having this 
problem when there were so many who had no desire 
to serve God who seemed to be doing so well?

Like many people I believed that Christians should 
not encounter problems like this. Surely the God I served 
would not make things so hard for me. After the initial 
shock wore off I then faced the biggest challenge, how 
do I deal with it? How do I face life when my body grows 
ever closer to death? I knew deep down the answer must 
lie in Christianity.

True Christianity is not just a system of beliefs and 
ceremonies but a way of life. A way to face and overcome 
the difficult challenges that life presents by a true faith 
in God. I began at that time to look for answers, to un-
derstand. I know that I still do not have all the answers, 
but dealing with it becomes easier with each new day. 
Looking back, dealing with my fear of death has become 
the greatest challenge of life.

These passages of Scripture helped me to understand 
a little better how I, as a Christian, should face an incur-
able disease. First of all, my ability to deal with difficult 
situations should not be based on my understanding 
of all the answers. “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy 
ways acknowledge Him, and he will direct thy paths” 
(Prov. 3:5, 6). Many times, I have tried to understand 
everything about my world and my life when that is not 
always possible. Placing my faith in God when I do not 
understand, at times seems almost impossible. However, 
it is an absolute necessity, not only to be pleasing to God, 

Christianity and the  
Incurable Disease

Thomas Keese

The earliest signs of trouble seemed nothing very 
much out of the ordinary. Whenever I bent my neck 
down I felt a tingling sensation in my right arm and both 
legs. Originally, I felt little concern about it. However, it 
persisted and other problems started to appear. After 
several weeks I finally went to the doctor. The first series 
of tests did not show anything. The doctor diagnosed it 
as a bruised spinal cord that should clear up within a few 
months. I accepted his conclusion and decided to get on 
with my life. However, instead of getting better, my condi-
tion only got worse. Eventually I went to another doctor 
who did a more thorough series of test. His diagnosis hit 
me very hard — multiple sclerosis.

At first, I felt completely devastated. I could not get out 
of my mind the many horror stories about the disease and 
its end result — death. I remembered a teacher whose 
disease had progressed to the final stages. She sat in a 
wheelchair as she taught class. Her speech and mental 
abilities made it very difficult for her to communicate. 
She believed she did not have long to live. At only 25 
years old, I believed that my life was soon to be over; I 
would not live a normal, productive, long life. The doctor 
reassured me when he said in most cases the disease is 
not terminal. However, he could not do that much for 
me — there is no cure. He could only allow the disease 
to run its course. 

The first few months were very hard. When I woke up 
mornings, I tried believing it was all a bad dream, only 
to be brought back to reality with the first step that I 
took. I tried walking every day to keep in shape. After I 
had walked only a short distance, the pain started in my 
legs and my coordination grew worse. It became more 
and more difficult with each step. The more I walked 
the more frustrated and depressed I became. Often I 
stumbled and fell, each time it took more courage to 
get back on my feet. Working in the garden for only 20 
minutes left me completely exhausted. Gradually, more 



Truth Magazine — December 16, 1999                                                    (748) 12

but to have peace with myself, to be content in difficult 
circumstances.

Another passage I found helpful is in Galatians 6:8, 9: 
“For he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well 
doing: for in due season we shall reap if we faint not.” 
God knows how hard we try to serve him. Just because 
I have problems in this life does not mean that he has 
forgotten me, or he does not care. If I continue to sow 
the Spirit, if I seek the kingdom of heaven first, I will reap 
ever lasting life. 

Consider carefully what Paul had to say concerning 
his own thorn in the flesh in 2 Corinthians 12:9, 10. “And 
he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly there-
fore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, 
in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then 
am I strong.” Our true happiness in this life is not based 
on what we have, materially or physically, but who we 

are spiritually. That’s something that no disease can take 
away from me. Paul gloried in weaknesses that the power 
of Christ might shine forth. He realized that persecutions, 
shortcomings, and illnesses would make him depend 
upon God that much more. In the same manner, when-
ever I am faced with a difficult problem, I should realize 
that I can use that situation to draw myself much closer 
to God. I remain determined not to simply survive, but 
to glorify God through this adversity.

Finally, we must keep in mind at all times Paul’s thought 
in Romans 8:18: “For I reckon that the sufferings of this 
present world are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory that shall be revealed in us.” All the problems and 
difficulties in this life will seem insignificant when com-
pared with the glory of heaven. I now believe I can use this 
disease to glorify God. I intend to use whatever amount 
of time and strength I have left to be God’s servant.  To 
the true Christian, there is no such thing as an incurable 
disease because our hope does not lie in a mortal body, 
but an immortal soul. And for my brothers and sisters in 

At this time, John simply refers to himself as “The elder.” 
He was the only apostle still living at this time. And, as 
mentioned, he knew he was about to leave this earth. 
With this in mind, he writes to Gaius and tells him how 
much he appreciates all that Gaius has done. This article 
will not deal with all of the third epistle of John, but I wish 
for us to simply consider John’s attitude at this time, and 
measure ourselves accordingly.

Christ who face similar problems, this passage seems to 
be tailor made for us, “But they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 

“I Rejoiced Greatly . . . I Have No 
Greater Joy”

Jarrod Jacobs

One of the most stirring statements in the Bible is  
found in John’s third epistle as he wrote of the joy he 
had when he heard of Gaius and his faithfulness to God. 
John knew he was not long for this earth. Therefore, it 
encouraged him to know of others who would be left that 
stood for the truth. He rejoiced in the fact that Gaius was 
walking in the truth. Let us read 3 John 1-4:

The elder unto the well beloved Gaius, whom I love in the 
truth. Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. For 
I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified 
of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the 
truth. I have no greater joy than to hear that my children 
walk in truth.

What Brings Us Joy?
In reading these few verses, we note that it brought 

John “no greater joy” than to hear about “his children” still 
walking in truth. “Children” has reference to people he 
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had taught and converted to the Lord. Paul used similar 
terms in his letters (1 Cor. 4:15; Tit. 1:4; 1 Tim. 1:2). No 
doubt, the fact that Gaius was still standing for the truth 
in a time of hardships from without and within meant a 
great deal to the elder apostle. In like manner, it means 
a great deal to know of those today who, after suffering 
difficulties, still stand for “the faith once delivered to the 
saints” (Jude 3). Brethren, what brings us joy? 

Do We Rejoice When We Know Of  
Faithful Brethren?

Are we happy to know of brethren in different parts of 
this country or different parts of the world that are stand-
ing for the truth? Or, does our joy come from physical 
pursuits, such as our work or recreational activities? Do 
we “rejoice greatly” when we hear about our fellow-heirs 
and fellow-laborers still doing what they ought? Or, are 
we the kind that only rejoices when we have some juicy 
“tidbit” to spread about the brethren?

John said he “rejoiced greatly,” and that he had “no 
greater joy” than in hearing of the faithful life of Gaius, 
as well as other brethren. In saying he had “no greater 
joy,” he was saying that there was nothing that produced 
greater joy for him in this life than knowing of his “chil-
dren” walking in truth.

I have seen this same attitude especially in older breth-
ren. They ask about the brethren in different places, not 
out of spite, nor malice, looking for something that is 
wrong; but in genuine concern, wishing to rejoice with 
brethren over the good work that is going on for the 
Lord in various parts of this country and the world. What  
about us? Do we have the mind set of John and Gaius, 
or of Diotrephes, who “loveth to have the preeminence” 

(3 John 9)?

Sources Of Joy
What are sources of joy for us? Are we like John, Paul, 

and the other apostles, who drew strength from Christ 
and from their brethren? Are we the kind who must 
always find fault in others, or can we look for and see 
brethren who stand for the truth, and say that they cause 
us to “rejoice greatly”?

In like manner, can we say as John that we “have no 
greater joy” than to hear about brethren walking in truth? 
Or, are there other things that bring us a “greater joy”? Per-
haps we are guilty of placing more emphasis on our boat, 
car, vacations, etc., than the Lord (see Matt. 6:33). Perhaps 
our “joy” is found in placing our family before God (see 
Matt. 10:34-37). Unfortunately, many today are guilty of 
covetousness. Paul calls it “idolatry” (Col. 3:5). Have we 
ever considered how idolatrous this country really is? You 
see, idolatry is the religion of sight in opposition to that 
of faith. Because this is true, whatever you wish to place 
before God becomes your idol, regardless of whether or 
not you physically bow down to it. Whatever you place 
before God becomes your “joy.”

Now, what is your joy? David said the blessed man 
“delights” in God’s word (Pss. 1:2; 119:35, 92). In what do 
you delight? John said he rejoiced greatly in Gaius, as well 
as his “children” because of their stand. Are we rejoicing 
in the right things? Do we remember why we are here 
upon this earth (Eccl. 12:13)? Do we appreciate what it 
means to be a Christian?

  

Ira Mikell

There’s A Beautiful Garden

There’s a beautiful garden in Heaven,
A garden no mortal has seen;
In the midst grows the sweet rose of Sharon
That is shining thru eternity.

There’s a beautiful garden in Heaven,
Where the life-giving stream ever flows,
Pouring boundless and free from Mount Zion,
More precious than any I know.

There’s a beautiful garden in Heaven,
Where Jesus is walking all day,
And He talks with the saints and the Angels
Telling them I’ll be home some glad day.

’Tis the beautiful garden in Heaven,
Where my Lord is awaiting for me
In a land where the sun shines forever.
O how happy with Him I shall be.
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The Position Stated
The position states that Jesus set 

in place a different order of baptism 
for that period leading up to Pente-
cost from the one that he established 
for the time after Pentecost. The 
preface of the tract says that the 
apostles were not allowed to use 
the order stated in Matthew 28:19 
on Pentecost, and for that reason we 
must not use it today. In fact, people 
today are urged to leave Matthew 
28:19 where the Lord left it — out-
side the church. A later statement 
on page 13 says that the only power 
capable of opening the door of the 
church (the key given to Peter by 
Jesus) was the name of Jesus Christ. 
It is further concluded on page 14 
that we do not have the order of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit when we 
baptize in the name of Jesus Christ, 
because Jesus never gave that order 
of Matthew 28 after his ascension. 
“Matthew 28:19 in its Galilean form 
was never used during the ministry 
of the apostles and should not be 
activated today into God’s plan of 
salvation.” In view of the foregoing, 
Adams urges on pages 18 and 19 
that we go back to the early church 
and do as did the Ephesians in Acts 
19. He means that we need to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus and to 
burn whatever books or writings are 
contrary to this position. Brother Ad-
ams declares, “If the name in which 
we are baptized isn’t the right name, 
then it will not matter what else we 
do and how we do them.” He further 

Must Baptism Be Only “In the Name of Jesus”?

Bobby Graham

The basic position being reviewed 
in this study was set forth by Robert 
Adams of Jenkins, Kentucky in his 
tract called “A Study on Baptism.” 
Adams, who has preached in the 
mountains of Eastern Kentucky 
for many years, is a member of the 
Mayking Church of Christ at Ermine, 
Kentucky. This writer preached in 
gospel meetings for this group 
before brother Adams began pro-
moting this particular teaching. 

A Brief History
When the members of the Mayk-

ing congregation became convinced 
of this doctrine, they were baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ on March 
23, 1993. A letter published and 
distributed by Adams in November 
of 1998 claims that others believ-
ing similarly are found in Kentucky, 
Alabama, Arkansas, and Missouri. It 
then appeals for others preaching 
Acts 2:38 and baptizing in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins to identify with them. The author 
distinguishes between those who 
have disrupted the plan of salvation 
set forth by God for saving the world, 
designated by him as a “FORM of the 
True Church,” and the “True Churches 
of Christ.” Fairly lengthy correspon-
dence on this matter has taken place 
in recent years between this writer 
and the tract’s author. As far as this 
writer knows, there is no evil intent 
on the part of either of us; and this re-
view of his position is as impersonal 
as this writer can make it.

The Spirit of truth  
would remind the  
apostles of Jesus’ 

teaching and give them 
additional truth — all 
truth. If Jesus’ teaching 
before his ascension 
would not be operating 
in the church, why did 
he provide for their be-
ing reminded of it and 
place it on such a par 
with the rest of revealed 
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says, “Being baptized in a name that 
was not revealed by the apostles in 
the setting up of the church and after 
the church was established will void 
everything.”

A Review of the Position
The error involved in this scheme 

of teaching will become obvious in 
the following examination.

1. It disrupts the harmony in Jesus’ 
commission to the apos- tles. The 
different accounts of the Great Com-
mission given by Jesus in Matthew 
28, Mark 16, and Luke 24 harmonize 
with each other. They came from 
the mind of God and the teaching of 
Jesus. For this reason no conflict ex-
ists among them. What Jesus taught 
here was designed to apply fully, not 
partly, to the time of the church. He 
was not making a piecemeal ap-
proach, intending of these passages 
to apply to the time leading up to 
the church and the rest to apply 
to the church. Notice the common 
element found in them: teaching all 
nations, preaching to every creature, 
preaching among all nations. If Mat-
thew 28 related only to the people 
before the church’s establishment, 
as the tract says, then it directed the 
apostles to go to all nations before 
Pentecost. In other words, in that pe-
riod of fifty days they were to teach 
and baptize all nations, only to have 
to go back and repeat the process 
after Pentecost in keeping with the 
order established by Jesus in Mark 
and Luke — “in the name of Jesus 
Christ.” Such an impossible task is 
the result of arbitrary interpretation 
of Scripture, not of clear teaching of 
the Lord by command, example, and 
necessary conclusion.

2. It breaks the continuity between 
the commission and its execution. 
The three accounts of the commis-
sion already noted also harmonize 
with Acts 2:38. We need to remem-
ber that when Jesus was on earth, he 
was teaching in preparation for the 
coming kingdom (Matt. 4:23). In giv-
ing instructions to the apostles in the 

commission, he was directing them 
in the work that they would begin on 
Pentecost. While they had preached 
earlier, the preaching to all nations 
would begin at Jerusalem. Isaiah 
prophesied all nations submitting 
to the rule of Christ in Isaiah 2:4, and 
Jesus directed that this teaching to 
them be done in Acts 1:8. The Spirit 
would make such possible (Acts 1:5; 
Mark 9:1). The commands given in 
Acts 2:38 correspond to the instruc-
tions of the Great Commission. 
Baptizing in the name of Jesus Christ 
is equivalent to what Jesus said in 
Matthew 28:19. Baptizing “into the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit” is the wording 
in the American Standard Version. 
It means baptizing people into a 
relationship with all three persons 
of the Godhead. That is still the case, 
because when one is baptized ac-
cording to New Testament teaching, 
he enters into a different relationship 
with all three. God is then his Father, 
Christ is his Savior, and the Spirit is his 
teacher. In addition, he is baptized 
“in the name of Jesus Christ” (by his 
authority, in submission to him). It is 
a colossal mistake to separate these 
two passages and to view them as 
presenting two different orders or 
formulas to be spoken at baptism. 
Jesus was not within a thousand 
miles of dealing with what must be 
said in either Matthew 28 or Acts 2. It 
is what must be done in baptism that 
Jesus addressed in both verses.

3. It changes submission into a 
formula. Focus for a minute on the 
expression “in the name of Jesus 
Christ” in Acts 2:38. Because it is re-
lated to the authority of Christ, now 
ruling on his throne (vv. 30, 33, 34, 
36), the requirement to be baptized 
in his name is a test of one’s willing-
ness to yield to Christ’s rule. The very 
people who heard Peter in Acts 2 
with an attitude of rejection of his 
deity and dominion, upon presen-
tation of sufficient evidence, were 
then challenged to acknowledge his 
deity and power in the command to 
repent and be baptized. The context 

of the command demands this un-
derstanding, not that some formula 
be stated at the time of baptism. 
What Peter was here teaching was 
the consequence of the commission 
given to all the apostles in Matthew 
28 and its parallel accounts. Contrary 
to Adams’ charge that men have 
“brought in” the meaning of “by the 
authority of” for “in the name of” to 
justify their use of Matthew 28:19 as 
a verbal statement at baptism, a brief 
study of Acts 3:6, 12; 4:7, 10, 12 will 
show that to do something in the 
name of a person is to do it under 
that one’s authority. 

4. It destroys Jesus’ promise with 
its insistence on another order of 
baptism. Possibly the strongest 
point that can be made from the 
disputed passage in Matthew 28 is 
Jesus’ promise in verse 20, where he 
said he would be with the apostles 
and added his approval of their work 
to the end of the world or age. What 
Jesus was here directing was to be 
worldwide in scope and age — last-
ing in duration. It must then follow 
that Jesus left no room for another 
system or order of teaching/baptism. 
Jesus’ very promise shows the tract’s 
line of reasoning to be flawed. 

5. It makes future revelation less 
important than Jesus’ teaching. It 
has often been the case that God 
has caused additional revelation 
to supersede earlier revelation (as 
the New Covenant did the Mosaic 
Covenant), but Jesus placed his own 
teaching on a par with the Spirit’s 
future revelation, not lower than it in 
John 14:26; 16:13. The Spirit of truth 
would remind the apostles of Jesus’ 
teaching and give them additional 
truth — all truth. If Jesus’ teaching 
before his ascension would not be 
operating in the church, why did he 
provide for their being reminded of 
it and place it on such a par with the 
rest of revealed truth?

In view of these considerations, is 
it not clear that the position being 
reviewed is a flawed one, taking into 
account less that the entire picture 
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and deep love: “Ye also helping together on our behalf 
by your supplication; that, for the gift bestowed upon us 
by means of many, thanks may be given by many persons 
on our behalf” (2 Cor. 1:11).

Two are better than one because the great work of 
the gospel is too much for any single individual to ac-
complish. Paul spoke of the work that he and Apollos did 
together, even though they were at Corinth at different 
times and under wholly different circumstances. Still he 
viewed himself and Apollos as working together toward 
a common goal. Paul had converted the majority of 
those whom Apollos later instructed: “I planted, Apollos 
watered; but God gave the increase” (1 Cor. 3:6). “And the 
multitude of them that believed were of one heart and 
of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the 
things which he possessed was his own; but they had all 
things common” (Acts 4:32).

Two are better than one because there is moral and 
spiritual strength in numbers. The presence and encour-
agement of our brothers and sisters in Christ is a source 
of spiritual strength to those of us who attend the wor-
ship activities with regularity. One who is a member of 
the body of Christ feels that he is a part of something 
wonderful and good. There is a feeling of belonging to 
something important. And there is a feeling of being 
associated with someone (Christ) who is worthy of all 
of our praise and admiration. Being a member of the 
church is a thing to be thankful about, grateful for, and 
ever overflowing with thanksgiving because of. As Paul 
stated: “For as the body is one, and hath many members, 
and all the members of the body, being many, are one 
body; so also is Christ” (1 Cor. 12:12).

Two are better than one because when we work to-
gether with one another in the church, we are working 
together with God. At times we tend to view the church 
as a wholly human relationship, a segment of the overall 
community or society that we live in. But it is not so. The 
church is his fold, his holy temple, his royal priesthood 
of believers, his blood bought and Spirit filled body. It 

“Two Are Better Than One”

 Daniel H. King

The word of the Lord recognizes how much we need 
each other. The church was purposed in the mind of God 
before time because the All-wise saw the need for it in 
human relationships. Loneliness can be a terrible and 
destructive thing. Other human contact, especially if it 
is with like-minded people with a desire to do the right 
thing, can be entirely wholesome and good. This is what 
the church as an organization and agency in human 
society is mostly about. As the Scripture says, “Two are 
better than one, because they have a good reward for 
their labor. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow; 
but woe to him that is alone when he falleth, and hath 
not another to lift him up” (Eccl. 4:9-10).

So, two are better than one because when one falls, the 
other can help him again to stand. We must remember 
this, when we consider why the church must be a part of 
our lives, and why we must not let this precious coopera-
tive relationship slip from us by abandonment.

Two are better than one because one may help to 
bear the burden of another. How many times have you 
heard someone say, “This is almost more than I can bear.” 
Often we can sympathize that what they must bear is 
nearly more than one person can deal with alone. But the 
wonderful thing is that we never ought to have to bear 
our burdens alone. Of course, we know the Lord helps up 
at such times. But it is a great boon to our souls to know 
that we have brothers and sisters in Christ who share our 
grief and pain, and help to love us through those trying 
times. As Paul wrote: “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and 
so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). Observing the law of 
Christ involves sharing the burdens so heavy upon our 
fellow Christians. 

Two are better than one because the prayers of one 
may benefit another. Those who pray for us are our “help-
ers.” They may be confined to a bed or wheelchair, but 
if they are supportive of the work we are doing through 
their prayers, then they are friends of the first order. Paul 
spoke of the prayers which the Corinthians uttered on his 
and his fellow laborer’s behalf, with fond appreciation 
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was his intent that through this means men and women 
might enter into covenant relation with the Father and 
serve as spiritual stewards in common cause with the 
Lord himself: “And working together with him we entreat 

not found this to be the case. While there may be some 
disagreement on what Bible examples might be classed 
as pulpit preaching, I have tried counting them with the 
following results: In Matthew there are ten examples of 
what might be called pulpit preaching, as compared to 49 
examples of other arrangements more closely resembling 
what is called “personal work” or “cottage classes” today. 
In Mark the ratio is eight pulpit and 54 others; and, in 
Luke it is nine to 71. John gives five examples of public 
preaching to 47 that are less than public. Acts presents 
the same sort of picture, giving a 29 to 60 ratio. Even al-
lowing for a margin of error in judgment, the claim that 
gospel emphasis is on pulpit preaching does not appear 
to be justified.

Most of the teaching done by Jesus and his apostles 
was done under circumstances which permitted ques-
tions and answers to repeatedly pass back and forth, and 
this does not resemble pulpit preaching of today. I believe 
it would be more accurate to say that the emphasis is 
on “teaching,” and all these avenues are open to us and 
should be used.

I am aware that the command to teach is generic and 
that many methods may be used; but, it would appear 
that apostolic example would furnish the most effec-
tive way or combination of ways for this being done. “. . 
. I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but 
have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and 
from house to house” (Acts 20:20). Both these methods 
should be utilized by every Christian, including preachers. 
I am not so naive as to think I can spell out the abilities 
or limits of my preaching brethren in this matter of door 
knocking, but I am criticizing the attitude that prevails 
in some quarters.

In 2 Timothy 4:1-4, we have Paul’s instructions to 
Timothy to “preach the word.” Should Timothy follow 
Paul’s example in doing this, what would he do (Acts 
20:20)? Who would Timothy “reprove, rebuke, and ex-
hort”? Would it be only those in regular attendance at 
the public services? From the pulpit members are urged 

also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain” (2 Cor. 
6:1).

“More Than the Pulpit”

Olen Holderby

In the October 1971 issue of Plain Talk brother Dan 
Shipley had a splendid article under the above title. His 
article is dealing with how well we are carrying out the 
instructions of the Great Commission (or failing to do so). 
That was 28 years ago, but the points which he made are 
worthy of further consideration. For, it appears to me that 
we have the same problems today. 

Brother Shipley said, “While the need for pulpit and 
classroom teaching cannot be discounted, it is simply 
not enough. We need to get out of our own ‘front yard’ 
with the incorruptible seed that can save souls!” With this 
statement I wholeheartedly concur. I think the need is 
well expressed in the second paragraph of brother Ship-
ley’s article, “We must go because many will not come. 
Relatively few non-Christians are attending worship 
services and Bible classes. Those who do attend seldom 
do so with any regularity and even then are not likely to 
hear lessons that are most appropriate to their needs. 
Let’s face it, most who need the gospel are not coming 
to our front yard to get it. If they are to be reached it will 
take more than the pulpit, and it will take more than the 
man who stands in the pulpit.”

There can be no doubt that the Lord intended that ev-
ery qualified member of his church be about the business 
of teaching others the gospel (2 Tim. 2:2). Surely we ac-
cept this as being true. Yet, we continue to hear some say 
that they will not or cannot do what they seem pleased 
to call “door-knocking.” I have personally heard this come 
from the lips of some preachers as well as others. More 
recently some are quoted as saying that the emphasis 
in the gospel was on pulpit preaching. My studies have 
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4:32); and “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering” (Col. 3:12). Obviously, we 
are not what we are supposed to be unless we are kind, 
tenderhearted, and merciful to those who are in need. 

To say that compassion is needed today is an 
understatement. This is true of both Christians and non-
Christians. It would be hard to think of a time when more 
people have been in more distress than they are today. 
I can recall all of my life hearing older people talk about 
the Depression. What they had in mind was the trouble 
and hardship of the time. 

The nature of human suffering today may be dif-
ferent than those days but it is just as real. People are 
sick; they recognize their weakness in body and spirit 
in dealing with their hardships; they are so concerned 
about what might happen that they cannot even sleep; 
the innocent party in a divorce is left in anger, loneliness 
and heartache; and death leaves many with absolute 
hopelessness, loss and despair. These need compassion! 
Their circumstances demand our action. Furthermore, the 
teaching of God’s Word places us under obligation to act 
regarding their needs. 

 
There are too few people who seem to care when these 

times of trouble come. Unless we have experienced some 
of these situations ourselves, we may find that we do 
not understand the feelings of the distressed, or do not 
understand what to do and how to do it in our efforts to 
offer our support. 

Many, not knowing what to say, say nothing. Others, 
seem to say but do nothing. People sometimes say, “Call 
me if I can help.” Perhaps they mean every word of it. But 
those in distress, not wishing to be a burden, do not feel 
comfortable in calling. What we should say is, “I’m going 
to come by Tuesday at 11:30. We can talk, I’ll help you 
with any work you will let me do, or, we’ll go out to lunch.” 
The one showing compassion is reaching out — being 

to do this “door knocking” and this is as it should be. 
However, Timothy was told to be an example to believ-
ers (1 Tim. 4:12).

If any one member of the church is to do such work, 
all are to do it, limited only by opportunity and ability. 
And, with effort, both opportunity and ability can be 
enhanced. 

It appears to me that very poor judgment is being used 
in choosing a man to begin or to build up a new work. 
To choose a man who is, admittingly, not very effective 
in any way except in the pulpit is normally to add to the 
length of time necessary for “outside” support for such a 
work. I personally know of no such work that has been 
built upon pulpit preaching alone. Someone simply had 
to do some “door knocking” (as to new converts). It does 
not do the cause of Christ justice by choosing to labor in 
a place where strong talents are needed that one simply 
does not possess. Another quote from brother Shipley fits 
just here, “For these, and other reasons, it would seem a 
wise redemption of time for us to become more involved 
in this house-to-house kind of teaching. We need more 
kitchen-table lecterns and sofa-pews!”

And again, “Let’s get out of the ‘front yard’ to do the 
sowing.”

What is the advantage(s) in house-to-house teach-
ing? Brother Shipley expresses this very well, “We need 
to take the gospel to the lost because in their homes is 
often afforded the most favorable of teaching situations. 
There the student is not lost in the crowd; the lessons 
have a more personal flavor. Where else could a student 
feel more “at home” and feel free to ask pertinent ques-
tions without fear of embarrassment? There, he relates 
himself to the subject more readily; he hears lessons most 
relevant to his needs. With home studies the prevalent 
problem of absenteeism is almost nil. Many will keep an 
appointment with a teacher at home who won’t do so at 
a church building. What better arrangement for teaching 
Bible truth?”

Some will criticize the idea of “door knocking” while 
they reap the benefits of the “door knocking” of others; 
and this certainly comes with poor grace. I am not urging 
indiscriminate, uninformed, and unprepared house-to-
house efforts. I do, however, insist that we need a great 
deal more of this type of teaching, by both members 
and preachers. 

It has been my experience that where there is a pro-
gram of house-to-house teaching, involving preachers, 
elders, and members, the most conversions, the greatest 
ratio of faithfulness, and less difficulties will normally be 
found. When folks have their hands full of working for 
the Lord, there simply is not time to introduce divisive 

situations into the church. There seems to be a problem 
for many — where do I find prospects? This problem will 
not go away simply because we do not do the work. So, 
we must find a solution and put it in operation. There are 
still plenty of people who “would give anything in this 
world” for what the Christian has if he only understood 
it. No, we cannot make a horse drink by merely leading 
him to the water, but we can labor to make him as thirsty 
as possible! Then, he will drink! Of course, all whom we 
teach, will not accept, but we will at least have given 
them a chance of making an informed decision. It is God 

“Compassion” continued from front page
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active — in an effort to help. By setting a definite time, 
we prove our offer to help is genuine. 

Also, a telephone call received unexpectedly is espe-
cially appreciated. Select that time when you think the 
person might need to hear from a friend, as in the evening 
or on holidays when no one is around. A card says I care. 
It affords an opportunity to say to the troubled there is 
someone who cares. Our visits give them an opportunity 
to express their frustrations, fears, sadness, and loneli-
ness. These visits break the monotony of dreary days. 
And, of course, these need the power of prayer to help 
them through their time of despair. And they need to 
know that you are praying for them.

If we do what we know we are obligated to do — which 
is really what we want to do — it will require some of 
our time. Aren’t our friends and brethren worth some 
of our time? It will require using some energy, even at 
the end of our own tiresome duties, but they are worth 
that too. We will have to use our several abilities to find 
that special way to help, or that special word that will 
comfort, but that’s a small price to pay for the benefit it 
brings to others. We will have to keep our eyes open to 
see those who are in need, and to see the opportunities 
we have to serve others. That’s what being a Christian 
requires of us. But we do it, not out of obligation, but 
because we care! 

 
Look about you, brother or sister. Is there a family 

member, a fellow Christian, a friend or a neighbor in need 
of help? Don’t wait for someone else to act. Filled with 
compassion, get up and do something to help them! 
Yes, they will appreciate it. But, you will also profit from 

“Complaining” continued from page 2

doing as you should.

491 E. Woodsdale, Akron, Ohio 44301

1. Complaining stems from a dissatisfied spirit, which 
displeases God. One who complains thinks that he de-
serves better from God than he is receiving. How could 
such ever be true of sinful men? The deserved punish-
ment of sin is eternal damnation in hell; what has any of 
us experienced on earth that compares to the deserved 
punishment of hell. 

Man is an unusual creature. When good befalls him, 
he generally thinks that it is deserved. How rare it is to 
hear anyone say, “I don’t deserve this good fortune that 
has come to me.” However, any perceived evil that befalls 
him is undeserved and he usually complains about his 
misfortune at the hand of God.

This dissatisfied spirit cannot (a) be content with 

the state in which he is (Phil. 4:11); (b) be thankful (Col. 
3:15). One has said, “In the City of Happiness, Complain-
ing Avenue and Thanksgiving Lane are miles apart, so 
that you cannot live on both streets at the same time” 
(Wendell Winkler, Heart Disease and Their Cure 26). G. 
Wagner wrote, 

Now, we must all feel that right-down murmuring is very 
sinful, and in its worst forms most Christians overcome 
it; but not so complaining, for this seems to many to be 
scarcely wrong, and it often grows on them so gradu-
ally that they are seldom conscious of it. The causes of 
complaint are manifold. Little difficulties in our circum-
stances — little acts of selfishness in our neighbours; 
but complaining is most of all a danger with persons 
who have weak health — for weakness of body often 
produces depression of spirits — and this is the soil in 
which a complaining spirit takes deepest root. Then, too, 
it often grows into a habit; a tinge of discontent settles 
on the countenance, and the voice assumes the tone 
of complaint. And though this, like most habits, soon 
becomes unconscious, yet it is not the less mischievous 
on that account. It is mischievous to our own souls, for 
it damps the work of the Spirit of God in our hearts, and 
enfeebles the spiritual life. It is mischievous in its ef-
fects upon others; for when Christians complain it gives 
the world altogether wrong impressions of the strength 
and consolation which the love of Christ affords, and it 
frequently generates the same spirit; one complains, and 
another, having the same or other causes of complaint, 
sees no reason why he should not complain too (The 
Biblical Illustrator: Numbers II:94).

Even pagan authors recognized the sickness that is in 
the soul of the man who constantly complains.Aristotle 
wrote, 

If, as we have said, the activities determine a man’s life, 
no supremely happy man can ever become miserable, 
for he will never do what is hateful and base. For in our 
opinion, the man who is truly good and wise will bear with 
dignity whatever fortune may bring, and will always act 
as nobly as circumstances permit, just as a good general 
makes the most strategic use of the troops at his disposal, 
and a good shoemaker makes the best shoe he can from 
the leather available, and so on with experts in all fields 
(Nicomachean Ethics I:2 [p. 26]).

 
 How dare us to reflect on God’s goodness toward 
us by complaining about his daily provisions for us! This 
borders on slandering God. Instead, we should be thank-
ful for his gracious gifts.

2. Complaining is self-destructive. Certainly one can 
recognize that complaining does no harm to God. How-
ever, it does something to man’s spirit. It creates the 
feeling of being “victimized” by God or one’s fellowman. It 
creates a “feel sorry for me” spirit that discourages human 
activity to change one’s plight. It destroys one’s ability 
to look at the circumstances of one’s life as a means of 
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searching for what good God might create from those 
circumstances. Think of how the miseries that Joseph 
experienced were used in God’s providence to effect 
the preservation of Israel from a famine and from the 
even greater danger of being influenced by the pagan 
influences of the Canaanites. In Egypt, the Israelites were 
segregated because they were shepherds, thus allowing 
them to develop as a nation with a lesser danger of being 
absorbed by a pagan culture. God used Joseph’s suffer-
ings to accomplish a greater good for his people.

The story is told of Caesar throwing a banquet for his 
noble friends. On the day of the banquet, rain poured 
down. He was so displeased and enraged that he com-
manded his soldiers to shoot up their arrows to Jupiter, 
their chief god, because of his sending the foul weather. 
The arrows fell far short of heaven, but when they came 
back down, they injured many of his soldiers. Indeed, 
complaining is similar to firing arrows at heaven! It falls 
back on us to injure us!

3. Complaining damages others. Many a church has 
been restrained in what it can do because of several 
carping complainers who discourage others from fully 
participating in the work of the Lord. Complainers rob 
the church and the home of its joy. Why should visitors 
want to be part of a congregation that has no joy? The 
dour mood that settles over the congregation is destruc-
tive and, for that reason, such complainers need to be 
addressed.

God Hears Our Complaining
The text significantly states about the complainers at 

Taberah, “the Lord heard it.” Our omniscient God is fully 
aware of our complaining and is just as displeased by 
it now as he was then. “His anger was kindled” against 
those complainers. To show his displeasure, he sent fire in 
the camp. What would happen in our homes, cities, and 
churches if God sent fire when we complain?

Conclusion
There are times when men have legitimate complaints. 

The word “complain” occurs more frequently in the book 
of Job than other books, but who can doubt that Job had 
reason to complain. In his grief, he took his complaints 
to God, not merely to others. His complaining was not 
destructive, but an appeal to God for understanding. In 
the same manner Moses took his complaints to God when 
the children of Israel complained when they had nothing 
to eat but manna (Num. 11:11). To think that one can bear 
all of life’s burdens without facing disappointment and 
discouragement is unrealistic. To allow the evils of life to 
make one ungrateful, bitter, and resentful is something 
else. When this happens, one becomes guilty of sinful 
complaining.

6567 Kings Ct., Danville, Indiana 46122 mikewillis1@com-
puserve.com
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Support Needed
Dwight King (4909 Northdale Dr., Fremont, CA 94536) recently 
sent an appeal for support in behalf of Jack Critchfield (403 
Coit Way, Salinas, CA 93907; e-mail: Jcritch@jrs.net; phone: 
831-772-9557). Brother Critchfield is working with the small 
Salinas church, near Carmel. The church owns its  building 
and was at one time of considerable membership. However, 
the church deteriorated following the closing of Ft. Ord. There 
was a nucleus of about 35 members who were permanent 
residents of the Salinas area. Four families have recently left 
since brother Critchfield started preaching on divorce and 
remarriage. Consequently, he is in need of support, having lost 
$1700 per month in support. Those who might be interested 
in helping him on a one-time or regular basis should contact 
him directly.

Report: Most First Babies Conceived Out of Wedlock
“Washington — In the early 1990s most young women in the 
United States conceived their first child out of wedlock, a rate 
that has nearly tripled since the 1930s, the Census Bureau 
reported today.

“The proportin of first births conceived out of wedlock among 
women aged 15 to 19 grew from 18 percent in the period be-
tween 1930 and 1934 to 53 percent between 1990 and 1994, 
the report said.

“. . . One reason for the rapid growth is that having children out-
side of marriage is more socially acceptable today than in the 
1930s, said Amara Bachu, a Census Bureau analyst” (Longview 
News-Journal [November 9, 1999], 1A).

Moderate Baptists Might Reject Statement of  
Wifely Submission

“Fort Worth (AP) — A group of moderate Texas Baptists meeting 
this week in El Paso may reject an amendment to the denomi-
nation’s statement of faith that some believe is euphemism for 
women’s subservience.
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“Song” continued from front page
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“Factionalism” continued from page 2
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Field  
Reports

Preacher Needed

6567 Kings Ct., Avon, Indiana 46123 mikewillis1@com-
puserve.com
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
The following congregations have paid for advertising in Guardian of Truth. Inclusion of churches in this 

list is not an attempt by Guardian of Truth to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe that you will find 
the vast majority striving to uphold the word in faith and practice.

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Cahaba Hgts.Church of Christ

3251 Greendale Rd.
(near I-459 & Hwy. 280 interchange)

Bible Study 9: 30  A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

 967-2150

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Pinson Church of Christ

4233 Glen Brook Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

 Evangelist:  Ken Chapman
(205) 681-6231 or 680-5770

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Vestavia Hills Church of Christ

2325 Old Columbiana Rd.
(near I-65 & Hwy. 31)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ken Marrs
822-0018 or 822-2191

ELGIN, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

Rt. 4, Box 54-1
(bldg. 2 blks. N of Intersection of
US 72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

FLORENCE, AL
College View Church of Christ

851 N. Pine St.
(adjacent to University Campus)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelists: David Thomley
Harold Comer, 766-0403

FOLEY, AL
South Baldwin 

Church of Christ
517 N. McKenzie St.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James E. Cooper
(334) 943-2686 or 943-3380

GARDENDALE, AL
North Gardendale
Church of Christ
380 Hickory Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Rouse
(205) 631-8415 or 631-8098

HAMILTON, AL
W. Hamilton Church of Christ

N.W. Corner Hwy. 74W and Rem-
ington Dr.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Myhan
(205) 921-2338 or 921-2605

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Chapman Acres Church of Christ

2137 Penhall Dr., NE
(I-565 E. to end, right on Maysville Rd., left on 

Chapman Ave., right on Penhall Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Johnson
(205) 536-5296 or 539-9018

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Hughes Rd. & Gooch Lane

Church of Christ
(Go 8 miles on U.S. 72 W.,
S. on Hughes Rd. ¼ mile)

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 9: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Allen Dvorak
(256) 830-1654 or 837-2939

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Sparkman Drive Church of Christ

3200 Sparkman Drive
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Guy P. McDaniel
and Robert F. Hendrix

(205) 852-1175 or 430-0909

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Weatherly Heights Church of Christ

930 Weatherly Rd., S.E.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Freeman
881-9540 or 883-6753

MOBILE, AL
West Mobile Church of Christ

129 Hillcrest Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff McCrary
(334) 342-4144 or 633-8377

MONTGOMERY, AL
Church of Christ
800 Perry Hill Rd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
5th Sunday 4: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John McPherson
244-1675, 277-9155, 271-4679

or 272-0801

MONTGOMERY, AL
Eastbrook Church of Christ

650 Coliseum Blvd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Contact:  Sammy Bynum, 263-5790, 
Bldg: 272-4232

or Tommy Moore 288-0799 and 
Carroll Puckett 288-1461

OWENS CROSS ROADS, AL
Church of Christ at Elon
4021 Hobbs Island Rd.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David Harwell
256-830-0879

PARRISH, AL
McArthur Heights
Church of Christ
5082 Hwy. 269

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

RED BAY, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

Meadow Dr. & Hwy. 24 East
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Charles Maples, Sr.
(256) 356-2723 or 356-4513

ROGERSVILLE, AL
Elgin Hills Church of Christ

81 Elgin Hills Dr.
(bldg. 2 blks. N. of intersection of US 

72 & AL 101 on Grisham Ln.)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

247-1797, 229-5679, 229-5214

RUSSELLVILLE, AL
Hwy. 43 By-Pass

(Across from local hospital)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Gilbert
(205) 332-2294 home or 

(205) 332-6918 office

SARALAND, AL
Shelton Beach Rd.
(N. Mobile Area)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paddy Kendall-Ball
675-2255 or 675-7820

SCOTTSBORO, AL
Eastside Church of Christ

John T. Reid Pkwy.
(on Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Gregory A. Legg
(205) 574-1603 or 259-1814

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

 PALMER, AK
Mat-Su Church of Christ

Kay Bank Plaza Bldg.
(P.O. Box 3141, 99645-3141)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.

Evening  5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Monty Howes (907) 696-7853
Jason Robertson (907) 745-1750 

Phil Douthitt (907) 696-8885

GLENDALE, AZ
Church of Christ

6801 N. 60th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 40 A.M.
Bible Study 5: 00 P.M.
Evening  5: 40 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dan Cook

MESA, AZ
Southeast Church of Christ

312 N. Kieth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship  11: 00 A.M.
Evening  6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rocco Lucari
(602) 963-9069 or 833-8236

PRESCOTT, AZ
Pleasant Valley

Church of Christ
2820 Willow Creek Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Pete Hicks
(602) 778-7858

TUCSON, AZ
Church of Christ

145 N. Country Club Rd.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hugh Delong
326-3634 or 722-3179

BENTONVILLE, AR
East 102 Church of Christ

910 S.E. 14th (102)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 273-3989

CONWAY, AR
Hwy. 65 Church of Christ

217 Highway 65
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Coffey
Bldg: (501) 336-0052

CONWAY, AR
Prince Street Church of Christ

2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(501) 336-0669

FT. SMITH, AR
South 46th St.

Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell Blasingame
478-6108 or 782-0588

GRADY, AR
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 363
Hwy. 65 South

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Edgar J. Dye
(501) 247-0232

HARRISON, AR
Capps Rd. Church of Christ

407 Bella Vista Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Norman E. Sewell
741-9104 or 741-5151

HEBER SPRINGS, AR
Spring Park Church of Christ
(On corner of Sugar Loaf &

Center Sts. north of the park)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 7: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

362-8994

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Fairview Park Church of Christ

11820 Fairview Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Carrow
225-8200

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Church of Christ

7115 West 65th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Louis J. Sharp
Res. (501) 565-0943

Study (501) 568-1062

MARSHALL, AR
Marshall Church of Christ

(North Central, AR)
Hwy. 27 N 1 Mi. from 65 Jct.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Prince
(870) 448-2055

PINE BLUFF, AR
Church of Christ
4700 W. 28th St.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10:  35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clarence W. Fell
(870) 879-2097

RUSSELLVILLE, AR
Church of Christ

709 E. 16th St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Evening   6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday   7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  A.W. Goff
(501) 968-7010

or 968-6372

TEXARKANA, AR
Church of Christ
2301 Franklin Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Derek R. Chancellor
772-0746 

VAN BUREN, AR
Van Buren Church of Christ

711 Access Road
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Sexton
(501) 471-5801

ANTIOCH, CA
Church of Christ

126 Railroad Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Dial-a-Bible Moment  
(510)  706-WORD

Evangelist:  Glendol McClure
(510) 757-8318 or 754-7077

BAKERSFIELD, CA
Rosedale Church of Christ

3011 Allen Road
Worship   9: 30 A.M.
Bible Study 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Hilburn

CANOGA PARK, CA
(San Fernando Valley)

Church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dennis Kilgo
348-2193 or 346-5853

FOLSOM, CA
Church of Christ
800 Reading St.

P.O. Box 492
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: David Posey
(916) 676-5298 or 933-5298

FREMONT, CA
Church of Christ

in the Centerville area
39354 Fremont Blvd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(510) 794-7659

FRESNO, CA
Northside Church of Christ

1190 W. Herndon Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jack Flad
(209) 224-1061 or 275-0850
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HEMET, CA

Church of Christ
203 W. Acacia Ave.

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(909) 925-1991

LOMA RICA, CA
Church of Christ

5150 Fruitland Road
Classes        9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Preaching 11: 35 A.M.
Tuesday   7: 00 P.M.

Elders: Terry Clayton
and R.H. Herrig

(916) 743-0211 or 742-6249

LONG BEACH, CA
Church of Christ

3433 Studebaker Rd.
Bible Study   9: 50 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Cultos En Espanol Tambien
(562) 420-2363 or 

420-9577

OCEANSIDE-VISTA, CA
Church of Christ

2020 Sunset Drive
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lowell C. Bell
(760) 940-8003

PASO ROBLES, CA
Church of Christ
3545 Spring St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dell Evans
(805) 238-1682 or 238-2564

PLEASANTON, CA
Church of Christ

1072 Serpentine Lane, St. #
Bible Classes      9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Richard Dowdy
(510) 484-4188

SAN BERNADINO. CA
Church of Christ

1354 Mountain View Ave.
(Exit off I-15 at Baseline, east to
Mt. View Ave., left for 2 blocks)

Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Royce Bell

SANTA BARBARA, CA
Church of Christ

2310 Chapala Street
Bible Study   9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(805) 682-7756

AURORA, CO
(Denver)

Boston St. Church of Christ
1297 Boston St.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Hoyt Houchen
(303) 366-5283 or 805-4820

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Northeast Church of Christ

6660 Galley Rd.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roger Hendricks
597-6661 or 591-9932

GOLDEN, CO
Westside Church of Christ

13789 West 8th Ave.
(½ mi. E. of Indiana St.)

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

233-5683

GRAND JUNCTION, CO
Valley Church of Christ

491 Sparn Road
P.O. Box 40531

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Andy Berendt
(970) 245-5112

IGNACIO, CO
Church of Christ
295 Burns Ave.

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 1: 00 P.M.

(970) 563-9418 

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO
Church of Christ

Mounted Ranger Bldg.
San Juan Street

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Carl Lungstrum
264-6119, 264,4729, 264-4236

WALLINGFORD, CT.
Church of Christ

1213 Old Colony Rd., Rt. 71
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Afternoon Call
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ed Smith
(203) 284-2171 or 235-5576

BRIDGEVILLE, DE
Kent-Sussex Church of Christ

116 Irons Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Tim Fannin (302) 934-8903
Jerry Marvel (302) 629-4211

Bill Dykes (302) 855-1305

BARTOW, FL
Church of Christ

550 West Main St.
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Vernon Love
(813) 533-7725 or 533-3563

BROOKSVILLE, FL
Church of Christ

604 W. Fort Dade Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  V.C. McCormick
(904) 796-9803

Church of Christ
2431 Fortune Rd.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Copeland
(407) 931-1725 or 348-0300

KISSIMMEE, FL
Downtown Church of Christ

“On the Internet”
churchofchrist-kiss-fl.com

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy de Klerk
(407) 344-9027

LAKE CITY, FL
Lakeview Church of Christ

U.S. 441 South
convenient to I-75

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 752-1506 or 935-2976

LAKELAND, FL
Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Church of Christ
2510 Lakeland Hills Blvd.

Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship   9: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Marc W. Gibson
(941) 688-4336

LAKELAND, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

3900 South Pipkin Rd.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Jamerson
(941) 644-9463 or 644-6080

HELP 
VACATIONING 
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR PLACE
OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LUTZ (Tampa), FL
S. Livingston Ave. Church of Christ

16812 Livingston Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Bill Fairchild (813) 632-6941  H.E. 
Phillips (813) 949-8232

MARY ESTHER, FL
Mary Esther Church of Christ

6 Lane Dr. (1 blk. N of
Hwy. 98 on Doolittle Blvd.)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(850) 244-2335

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
Church of Christ
512 Plumosa St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Swain
(407) 631-8314

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
North Courtenay Church of Christ

2455 N. Courtenay Pkwy.

CHIPLEY, FL
Church of Christ

680 3rd St. (P.O. Box 31)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

DUNDEE, FL
Dundee Church of Christ

4th and Main St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James C. Yaw
(941) 439-3280

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
Northside Church of Christ

912 NW 19th St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Clinton D. Hamilton
(305) 763-1404

FORT MYERS, FL
N. Ft. Myers Church of Christ

200 Pine Island Rd.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Vernon Eugene Ford
(941) 997-3959 or 567-0819

FORT MYERS, FL
Southside Church of Christ

13641 Learning Ct.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  David P.  Schmidt
433-2838 or 482-2158

FORT WALTON BEACH, FL
Northside Church of Christ

520 Mary Esther Cutoff
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  O. Fred Liggin
(904) 244-0031

FROSTPROOF, FL
Church of Christ

40 W. “A” St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Felix Salazar
(941) 635-2607

JACKSONVILLE, FL
Marietta Church of Christ

8150 Driggers St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jamie Rhoden
783-2690 or 781-5704

KEY LARGO, FL
Key Largo Church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.

33037 m.m. 100.5 on U.S. 1
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Roland Fritz
(305) 451-1194

KISSIMMEE, FL

Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jere Frost
                  (407) 452-8822 

MIAMI, FL
Flagler Grove Church of Christ

               (Nearest to Airport)  500 
N.W. 53rd Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gene Robinson
(305) 634-5924

MIAMI, FL
Miami Shores Church of Christ

10275 N.E. 2nd Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Lamont White
and Denis Florestant

(305) 758-3036 or 624-1487

MIAMI, FL
N. Miami Church of Christ

13521 Memorial Hwy.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Fred Shewmaker
(305) 893-6909 or 685-3203

MIAMI, FL
Southwest Church of Christ

1450 S.W. 24th Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Alfred A. Reinhardt
856-8376 or 856-6486

MIDDLEBURG, FL
Church of Christ

3155 County Rd. 215
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(904) 282-5616

OCALA, FL
Church of Christ

3900 S. Pine
(441, 301 & 27 S.)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Hudgins
(352) 694-2922

OKEECHOBEE, FL
Big Lake Church of Christ
1115 Southwest 3rd Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Herb Braswell
(941) 357-3089 or 467-1013

ORANGE PARK, FL
Orange Park Church of Christ

1365 Kingsley Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Artur Loeber
(904) 282-9047

ORLANDO, FL
Azalea Park Church of Christ

6800 Lake Underhill Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Scott Love
(407) 277-7931

ORLANDO, FL
Par St. Church of Christ

15 W. Par St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Rod Amanet
(407) 898-8601or 628-2995

ORLANDO, FL
S. Bumby Church of Christ

3940 S. Bumby 
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  Robert Harkrider
and David Banning

(407) 851-8031 or 855-2670

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL
Beach Church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bobby Witherington
(904) 234-2521 or 784-7999

PANAMA CITY, FL
Church of Christ
3339 Florida Ave.

(Between Baldwin Rd. & Hwy. 390)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Marvin Hudson
(904) 265-6539

PENSACOLA, FL
East Hill Church of Christ

2708 E. Nine Mile Rd.
at Camberwell Rd.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sam Brinkley, Jr.
479-2130 or 477-5819

PENSACOLA, FL
Northside Church of Christ

4001 N. Ninth Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joseph R. Mazter
(850) 432-0736

PERRY, FL
Perry Church of Christ

714 N. Calhoun St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Rick Mott
(904) 584-2645 or 584-8902

PLANT CITY, FL
Plant City Church of Christ

315 N. Wilder Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary M. Ogden
(813) 752-2227 or 752-2771

ST. PETERSBURG, FL
Church of Christ

901 49th St. South
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Doug Barlar
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SARASOTA, FL
Church of Christ

2445 Fruitville Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists:  James Hanaker
and Mickey Martin

755-1128

SEFFNER, FL
Church of Christ

621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Gibson
813-684-1297

 HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

TAMPA, FL
58th Street Church of Christ

12200 N. 58th St.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(813) 988-3380 or 988-4646

TARPON SPRINGS, FL
Tarpon Springs Church of Christ

570 E. Orange St.
(corner of Disston)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry Dickens
(727) 938-3967 or 937-9327

UMATILLA, FL
Golden Triangle Church of Christ

210 Kentucky Avenue
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Assembly 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  James L. Yopp
(352) 669-8490 or 483-0363

ZEPHYRHILLS, FL
Church of Christ
5444 Fourth St.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Don Hastings
(813) 788-9587

ACWORTH, GA
Etowah Church of Christ

2714 Valleyhill Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jeff Winburn
(770) 974-2814

ENTERVILLE, GA
Centerville Church of Christ

250 Collins Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  J. Wiley Adams
(912) 922-1158 or 953-5217

MARTINEZ, GA
Martinez Church of Christ

201 Belair Road
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John M. Trigg
863-9744 

PINE MOUNTAIN VALLEY, GA
Church of Christ
Route 116 (near

Callaway Gardens)
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229

VALDOSTA, GA
Church of Christ

4313 North Valdosta Rd.
(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 6 off I-75)

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Evangelist: William H. Sowder, Sr.

244-8630 or 794-2456

WARNER ROBINS, GA
Westside Church of Christ

1158 Willow
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Paul Ayres
(912) 784-7078

BLACKFOOT, ID
Church of Christ
370 N. Shilling

P.O. Box 158-83221
Classes   1: 30 P.M.
Bible Study 2: 30 P.M.
Worship 3: 15 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Danny Thompson
(208) 785-5773 or 785-6168

WENDELL, ID
Church of Christ

801 E. Main
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday    7: 30 P.M.

(208) 536-6296

ABINGDON, IL
Abingdon Church of Christ

209 N. Main
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  John B. Wilson
(309) 462-5368

BENTON, IL
Church of Christ

203 N. Central St. P.O. Box 12
(north of Wal-Mart

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ronald D. Grifffin
(618) 438-2911 or 439-4605

BRADLEY, IL
Church of Christ

1505 E. Broadway
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jon Quinn
(815) 932-9014 or 939-3315

BURBANK, IL
Burbank Church of Christ

8230 S. Laramie Ave.
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Charles Eads
(708) 423-6703

CHICAGO, IL
Northside Church of Christ

4440 W. Adams St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  James R. Davis, Sr.
624-7599

CHICAGO, IL
Church of Christ

1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study   9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Donald Hawkins
333-4875 or 224-9279

EAST ALTON, IL
Church of Christ
450 E. Airline Dr.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jerry Parks
(618) 259-7532

GLEN ELLYN, IL
Church of Christ

796 Prairie, 60137
Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(630) 858-2290 or 529-2149

PALATINE, IL
Church of Christ

(N.W. Chicago Suburb)
1050 N. Deer Ave.

Bible Study   9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Speer
(847) 991-1288

BLOOMINGTON, IN
Church of Christ
825 West 2nd St.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

332-0501

CLARKSVILLE, IN
Clarksville Church of Christ

407 W. Highway 131
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Elmo Wilson
Church building:(812) 944-2305

 Home: (812) 288-4206
Elders: 944-1878 or 948-9917

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN
Southside Church of Christ
.2 mile east of U.S. 231 on 

300 S. (Rt. 7, Box 323)
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church Bldg: (765) 361-9812
James Page: (765) 362-9168

DANVILLE, IN

2849 East Main St.
Bible Classes 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike Willis
Home Phone: (317) 272-0506

Building: (317) 745-4708

ELLETTSVILLE, IN
Church of Christ

303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Johnie Edwards
(812) 876-2285 or 336-4630

HAMMOND, IN
Woodmar Church of Christ

2133 169th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(219) 845-8942 

HOBART, IN
Church of Christ
300 N. Liberty St.

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Phillip Owens
(219) 942-2663

JAMESTOWN, IN
Church of Christ

(1 Mi. south of I-74)
Cor. Darlington & Mill Sts.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 25 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Denver Niemeier
(765) 676-6404 or (317) 852-7782

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Castleton Church of Christ

7701 East 86th St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

485-7771 or 842-3613

KOKOMO, IN
Church of Christ

1217 S. Courtland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 10: 30 A.M.
 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Randy Blackaby
(765) 453-2356

MUNCIE, IN
Church of Christ

301 N. Calvert Ave.
Bible Study     9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Hamilton
284-5299 or 286-5488

NEW ALBANY, IN
Silver St. Church of Christ

1101 Silver St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.
Thurs. Morning  10: 00 A.M. 

Evangelist:  Guy Roberson
945-0664 or 945-7874

NOBLESVILLE, IN
Noblesville Church of Christ

1008 S. 9th Street

Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kyle Pope
(913) 631-6519 or 599-3692

TOPEKA, KS
Oakland Church of Christ

553 Wilson
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

235-8687 or 273-7977

WICHITA, KS
Westside Church of Christ

3500 S. Meridian
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mike O’Neal
Elders: B. Allen, L. Westbrook
(316) 729-9302 or 838-6274 

ASHLAND, KY
Tri-State Church of Christ
1314 Montgomery Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Edwards
(606) 325-9742

BEAVER DAM, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.

Worship      10: 00 A.M.
Bible Study    After Worship 
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(7:30 during DST)
Evangelist:  Gary E. Bagwell

274-4451 or 274-4486

BOWLING GREEN, KY
West End Church of Christ

1609 Parkside Dr.
Bible Study 9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dudley Ross Spears
(502) 842-7880 or 781-4947

CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY
Sunny Hill Dr.

Church of Christ
(near the Dairy Queen)

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(502) 789-1651 

DANVILLE, KY
385 E. Lexington Ave.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelists
Steve Wolfgang & Scott Vifquain

236-4204, 236-8506
or 238-0860

ELIZABETHTOWN, KY
Collegeview Church of Christ

611A College St.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Bryant
737-5498 or 737-4188

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 5: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evengelist: H.L. Collett
(317) 773-8864 or 773-2321

 

OOLITIC, IN
Church of Christ

400 Lafayette Ave.
P.O. Box 34

Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

279-4332

PEKIN, IN
Church of Christ

(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Gary L. Coles
967-3437 or 967-3520

RICHMOND, IN
Gaar Road Church of Christ

1835 Gaar Rd. (1 mi. S. of
I-70 off Hwy. 227)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Douglas R. Clark
(765) 935-2911

TRAFALGAR, IN
Spearsville Rd. Church of Christ

6244 W. 500W
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Perry Hurst 
(765) 349-7313

WEST LAFAYETTE, IN
Church of Christ

1850 Woodland Ave.
Bible Study 9: 15 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Larry J. Curry
(317) 463-9947 or 463-6409

DES MOINES, IA
Church of Christ

1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 40 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Ron Anderson
262-6799

GRINNELL, IA
Church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday  7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Al Sandlin
(515)236-6052

alchar@aol.com
 

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

LENEXA, KS
Lenexa Church of Christ

7845 Cottonwood
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
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ADVERTISING RATES
On Church Ad Pages

Rates on the church ad pages are $25 
per quarter or $95.00 per year (when 

paid in advance). The ads are run once 
each month — 12 times a year. Billing 

is done quarterly.
Would the church where you 

worship like to be listed on the church 
ad pages?

PASCAGOULA, MS
Chico Road Church of Christ

Corner of Scovel Rd.
& Chico Rd.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 762-9557

STARKVILLE, MS
Northside Church of Christ

1200 N. Montgomery St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

BLUE SPRINGS, MO
South Ave. Church of Christ

101 W. South Ave.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Jim Bailey
(816) 228-9262

COLUMBIA, MO
Eastside Church of Christ

1510 Audubon
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

445-5497 or 443-0634

DONIPHAN, MO
Southside Church of Christ

Hwy. 142 E. ½ mile
(P.O. Box 220)

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(314) 996-3251 or 996-3513

FAIRGROVE, MO
Church of Christ

217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Bible Study  10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Walter Myers
(417) 859-2333

Joe Easterly: 759-2351

KAHOKA, MO
Westside Church of Christ

671 W. Thompson St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  George Hickman
(660) 727-2090

KANSAS CITY, MO

Hickman Mills Church of Christ
11610 S. 71 Hwy.

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(816) 331-6482

KANSAS CITY, MO
Nashua Church of Christ

11425 N. Main St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Mark Broyles
(816) 532-4270 or 734-4142

KANSAS CITY, MO
Vivion Road Church of Christ

2026 N.E. Vivion Rd.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 15 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Tom Kinzel
(816) 453-6157

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

$95.00 PER YEAR

GLASGOW, KY
East Main St. Church of Christ

106 Carnation Dr.
(across from Gorin Park)

Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Charles Holton, Evangelist
651-7141

HODGENVILLE, KY
South Lincoln Blvd. 

0.8 mi. south of Square  
on 31 E.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M

Jim Bickford: 358-4088
358-4352

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Indian Hills Church of Christ

116 Sequoia Dr.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Cook
(502) 259-9727

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ

Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Joey Cooper
259-4968

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church of Christ

3741 Taylorsville Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  John Humphries
499-9942 or 459-8730

LOUISVILLE, KY
Manslick Rd.Church of Christ

4724 E. Manslick Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Frank Himmel
231-8435 

Office: 964-3624

LOUISVILLE, KY
Valley Station Church or Christ

1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Everette Hardin
937-2822

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

4401 West Broad St.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Sidney L. Shanks
502-772-3026 or 778-3254

OWENSBORO, KY
Westside Church or Christ

4201 Bent Tree Dr.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Michael Thomas
(502) 683-4204 or 771-0000

OWENSBORO, KY
Southside Church or Christ

2920 New Hartford Rd.
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 20 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff Lankford
(502) 683-5386 or 684-8722

REGINA, KY
Road Creek Church or Christ
7 miles west of Elkhorn City

on Route 460 & Route 80
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(606) 754-9883, 754-8642
or 754-5398

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Church or Christ

1/4 mi. E. of I-65 or Hwy. 44
Bible Study 9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Heath Rogers
(502) 543-4446

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY
Hebron Lane Church or Christ
Rt. 61 on Hebron Ln.1/4 mile

Sun. Morning 9: 00 A.M.
Sun. Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Andy Alexander
957-6845 or 957-5115

SOMERSET, KY
Southside Church or Christ

390 Old Monticello Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Art Ogden
(606) 679-5762 or 678-8005

TOMPKINSVILLE, KY
Lyons Chapel Church of Christ

Highway 100 East
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 50 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Steve Lee
(502) 487-8448

BATON ROUGE, LA
Park Forest Church of Christ

9923 Sunny Cline Dr.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Bill Crews
275-4684 or 273-1105

BOSSIER CITY, LA
Bossier Church of Christ

2917 Foster
Bible Study 9 : 30 A.M.
Worship 10 : 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Henderson
(318) 747-4308 or 868-9054 

LAKE CHARLES, LA
Southside Church of Christ

3919 Auburn St.
Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist:  Kenneth R. Hoyle
(318) 474-9122 or 474-9866

LEESVILLE, LA
White Park Church of Christ

17801 Nolan Trace
20 mi. from Fort Polk
(5 mi. W. of Leesville)

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship 10: 35 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(318) 239-4614

SHREVEPORT, LA
Twin Cities Church of Christ

203 Kay Lane
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: John West
(318) 797-0805 or 747-2766

STONEWALL, LA
N. DeSoto Church of Christ

172 Woolworth Rd. in Stonewall
(South of Shreveport)

Worship  9: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

925-2831 or 925-2733

PORTLAND, ME
Church of Christ

856 Brighton Ave.
Maine Turnpike Exit 8

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 2: 00 P.M.

Call for mid-week assemblies
Evangelist:  Patrick Kelly

(207) 856-2909

ARBUTUS, MD
Arbutus Church of Christ

5205 East Dr., Suite D
(East Drive Shopping Center)

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Church phone: (410) 247-1396 or 
(410) 789-2080, 859-0116

SEVERN, MD
Southwest Church of Christ

805 Meadow Rd.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

(410) 551-6549 or 969-1420

RIVERDALE, MD
(Washington, D.C. area)

Wildercroft Church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Dale Smelser
(301) 474-7460 or 464-9409

           

DECKERVILLE, MI
Church of Christ
2556 Maple St.

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Contact: Craig Thomas
(810) 648-5009 or 648-2515

ROSEVILLE, MI
South Macomb
Church of Christ
18551 Eastland

Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(810) 775-4059

HELP
VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP
THIS SPACE

$25.00 PER QUARTER
$95.00 PER YEAR

ST. CHARLES, MN
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Bible Study 3: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Robert Lehnertz
(507) 534-2905 or 932-3521

ST. PAUL, MN
Summit Ave. Church of Christ

10 S. Grotto
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(612) 222-0872 or 738-7987

BOONEVILLE, MS
Church of Christ

101 Oakleigh Dr. Located on W. 
Chambers Dr., New Hwy. 4 By-pass

Bible Study  9: 45 A.M.
Worship  10: 30 A.M.
Evening 4: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(601) 728-3213 or 728-6345

COLUMBUS, MS
Woodlawn Church of Christ
359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen

Bible Study  9: 00 A.M.
Worship  9: 45 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Willis Logan
(601) 356-6629

GULFPORT, MS
Morris Rd. Church of Christ

located 1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd.
& 3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd.

Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

(228) 832-5529 

JACKSON, MS
Clinton Blvd. Church of Christ

5535 Clinton Blvd
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 10: 55 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Leonard White
922-4957 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN, MS
Grandview Church of Christ

2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study 10: 00 A.M.
Worship 11: 00 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 6: 30 P.M.

Evangelist: Frank Whidden
(601) 482-0543 (bldg.)

(601) 679-8542 or 483-3652

MERIDIAN, MS
7th St. Church of Christ

2914 7th St.
Bible Study  9: 30 A.M.
Worship 10: 30 A.M.
Evening 6: 00 P.M.
Wednesday 7: 00 P.M.

Evangelist: James Strickland
(601) 483-3101 or 483-4258
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