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The Image Of The Church

Dennis J. Gulledge

What has been the image of the church of
Christ in ages passed? 1In the first century
it was both good and bad. 1In Acts 2:47 we
find that the Lord’s church was "Praising God,
and having favour with all the people..."
However, that favorable public image had
changed somewhat in Acts 28:22 where we
discover that the church was that
"sect...everywhere spoken against.'! Paul re-
vealed that public image of the church in his
day, when he wrote, "Being defamed, we en-—

treat: we are made as the filth of the world,
and are the offscouring of all things unto
this day" (1 Cor. 4:13). James wrote to the
Christians of the dispersion, asking, "Do not
they [the rich] blaspheme that worthy name by
the which ye are called?" (James 2:7). So we
see that the public image of the Lord’s church
has been both good and bad.

It seems that more and more it is being
insisted by some that we need to work for a
(Continued on page 7)
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Beginning Again

Max R. Miller

Sometimes one may hear another wishing they
“could live their life over again. Such is
wishful thinking and folly indeed. Time pass-—
- ed is gone forever; the past will never come
. before us again. It is sad that one has made
such a failure of life that one would want to
"~ go back and live it again. Although one can-
.- not live their past life again they can, in a
" sense, begin life anew. They can be born
again.

The past is unchangeable, the future is is
uncertain but it always holds forth hope and
promise. Today is the day of opportunity for
action. '"Today is the day of salvation",
Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about the new life;
about beginning over again (John 3:18).
Nicodemus realized the impossibility of going
backward and living his life again. He, as we
should, was to realize that it is a "beginning
again that is most essential.

Jesus’ expression, 'be born again,”" alludes
to a process; a law of birth is inherent in
the statement. All that are born are born
according to a certain process or law. In
speaking of physical birth there is an
allusion to process or law of physical birth:
male and female, the planting of the seed, the
reception of the seed, and after a period of
time the birth of new 1life. Jesus alluded to
God’s spiritual law of the new birth, that
spiritual process whereby one may become a new
creature (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15).

The spiritual law and the physical law are
alike in principle with each, according to
law, bringing forth of its kind. The
spiritual law of the new life demands that
there first be the planting of the seed, then
the reception of the seed which is then
followed by the birth of new life. The
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spiritual seed that gives life is the divinely
inspired word of God. Life begets life. The
living word produces spiritual life, The
words of Christ "are spirit, and are life"
(John 6:63) Paul informs us that "the word of
God is living and active" (Heb. 4:12). The
word is alive and active in the process of the
spiritual birth. The word 1is spoken of as
Peter 1:22).

The implantation of the seed is not
miraculous. In fact, there is nothing
miraculous about the spiritual birth, It is
all according to God’s spiritual law. The
seed is planted through or by the process of
teaching and preaching. Those who are saved
the word: "It is written in the prophets, And
they shall be taught of Gode Every man there-
fore that hath heard and hath learned of the
Father, cometh unto me" (John 6:45). None can
conme to Christ for salvation without his being
taught, without his learning the will of God
as revealed in His word. So, the spiritual
seed is the spiritual truth which ultimately
brings forth knew life, or spiritual life.

The spiritual seed must be planted in the
right place in order for it to bring forth its
fruit. As surely as a grain of corn will not
take root and bring forth its fruit when sown
on the black asphalt of a busy highway,
neither will it bring forth its fruit when
sown on fallow, thorny or rocky ground. When
good seed is sown (planted) on good ground it
will bring forth fruit "an hundred fold."
When the word of God is received in the heart
of honest men and women who want to know the
truth, who want to do God’s will and be saved,
then it will have its fruit of spiritual life
(Luke 11:415). The reception of the spiritual
seed in the "honest and good heart" will have
the effect of purifying the soul: "Seeing ye
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ing Again)(Continued from page 2)
have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit...Being born again...by

the word of God..." (1 Pet. 1:22,23).

To receive the seed is to hear its declara-
tion of facts, believe its promises, and to
obey its commands. Anything less than this is
to reject the means whereby one may be born
again. Such rejection is to "Quench the
Spirit," is to "resist the Spirit,” for that
word is the revelation of the Spirit of God.

Jesus further told Nicodemus that one must
"be born of water and of the Spirit" (John
3:5), The Spirit’s participation in the new
birth is, as we have seen, in the revelation
of living truth which gives spiritual life.
"Born of water" implies a birth from water, or
out of water. Those who have heard, who have
received the teaching of the word of God,
giving heed to its commandments to repent and
to confess Christ as Lord, then are buried
with their Iord in the waters of baptism. Are
born of water and Spirit. They then are
raised from that baptism to '"walk in newness
of life" (Rom. 6:4); ...having been buried
with Him in baptism, wherein ye were also
raised with Him through faith in the working
of God... Any you ...did he make alive
together with Him having forgiven us all our
trespasses" (Col. 2:12,13).

It was for this reason and in compliance to
God’s spiritual law of the new birth that
Peter said, "Can any man forbid water, that
these should not be baptized...? An he
commanded them to be baptized..." (Acts
10:47,48)

"To enjoy the "mew life' one must abide by
God’s spiritual law of the new birth, To be a
new creature one must be baptized into Jesus
Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). ''"Therefore if
any man be in Christ he is a new creature:
0ld things are passed away, behold, all things
are become new'" (2 Cor. 5:17).

One should not want to go back and start
life again. Likely the stream of life would
run along its old course. Had Nicodemus been
able to "enter the second time into his
mother’s womb and be born" such would have had
no effect on his spiritual nature, his soul.
Jesus taught him that the part of man that is
to be born again is that which, like the
unseen wind, is invisible to the eye. It is
the spirit nature, not the fleshly, that must
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The same truth revealed to
'"We must be

be born again.
Nicodemus applies to many today.
born again.”

* *x k * *k * * * *k * *k *k *x * *

DEATH OF

STEPHEN UNDERWOOD

Stephen Underwood of Scot Air Force Base,
Bellville, Illinois, was killed in an automo-
bile accident near Bellville in the early
morning hours of December 30, 1983. His
funeral was on the following Tuesday evening
at O’Fallon, Illinois; burial was on Thursday
at Dayton, Ohio.

Stephen was married and the father of two
infant daughters, ages one and three., Also of
his immediate family is a brother, Michael -
(soon to enter Memphis School Of Preaching), a
sister, Jennifer Goldman of Henderson,
Tennessee, and his parents, Ernest and Shirley
Underwood of Okmulgee, Oklahoma.

For a number of years the Underwood family '
made their home in Pensacola. Some of
Ernest’s greatest works were done here., He
has been a great friend of the Bellview church
of Christ and especially a friend and helper
of the Bellview Preacher Training School. For
a time he was associate editor of this paper,
Defender. His many friends in these quarters,
and those the world over, wish to express to
the Underwood family heartfelt sympathy and
love for them in their time of deep sadness
and loss. May they too be comforted by the
faith of Stephen and the relation he sustained
with his heavenly Father. This tragedy comes
at a most difficult time for Ernest and
Shirley as they had made preparations to
depart January 25 for Hong Kong and begin
evangelstic works in the Far East, Their
departure is now delayed for a time. May the
God of love and consolation comfort them all
in their sorrow and loss, is our prayer.

Ernest Underwood has requested that
memorials be sent to the Bellview Preacher
Training School, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola,
Florida 32506.



Born Too Soon

Louis Everette Rushmore

In recent years I have sometimes wondered
if I was born too soon. This question
probably first occurred to me while I was
working with a fifty year old congregation,
many of whose members had been converted ten
- to thirty years before its organization. For
the most part, the members did not fuss and
fight, godly values were common throughout the
congregation, and God’s Holy Word was held in
high esteem by all of the brethren. It was a
delight to boldly proclaim the gospel message
before them, and they would allow no less.

In other labors too, I found myself more
easily befriending older brethren, some not
"aged," others elderly. On the other hand, my
family and I have often found it difficult to
appreciate the course in religion younger
brethren sometimes seem determined to chart
for themselves and others in the church.
Those with whom I have been the most comfort-
able and agree concerning Biblical matters are
older than I am, sometimes much older. More
often I have been less comfortable and agreed
less with younger brethren, especially those
my own age. Perhaps naturally, then, I
pondered whether I was born too soon.

It has been my experience that older
brethren are more likely to respect the
authority of the Scriptures and assess
Biblical matters with respect to what God
through the Spirit has recorded in His Word.
Consequently, both they and I are inclined to
heed what God has always intended the
Christian to understand, believe, and practice
concerning marriage and divorce. We know that
Matthew 19:9 has not changed with the passing
years, Together we approve of a persuasive
gospel and deny gimmicks any place in the
church (Rom. 1:16). We are with one mind
offended by efforts to interject any of the
following into the church: premillinnealism,
the A.D. 70 Theory, Crossroadism, Bible
perversions mis—named translations, the direct
operation of the Holy Spirit, women leading
prayer before men, so—called miracles today,
instrumental music in worship, open fellowship
with denominations, various forms of anti-ism,
rank liberalism, and every other untoward
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departure from the nmarrow way of life. We are
not encouraged to approve these things because
some brethren may themselves approve them.
Neither is it encouraging to faithful brethren
to note that other brethren seem determined to
add to the three divine missions of the church
another mission, entertainment. Furthermore,
I highly resent as a gospel preacher the in-
struction I once received from an elder to no
longexr preach on faith, repentance, and
baptism. At the conclusion of or in the
course of every sermon I preach, I have and
will continue to enumerate the gospel plan of
salvation.

Once when I mentioned to an 86 year older
sister in Christ that I have pondered if it
would have been better for me if I had been
born fifty, eighty, or an hundred years
earlier, her reply proved to be thought
provoking, She said that though she never
would have thought so she now believed that
she also was born too soon! She too wished
she had lived in a time when the authority of
the Scriptures was more uniformly respected by
brethren. She too wished the Restoration
pleas were resounded today. She also wished
that materialism and modernism did not have
such a -heavy-handed grasp on our nation and
the church.

However, after studying restoration history
and reflecting on some of the doctrinal
problems characteristic of the first century
church, I realize that in every generation
there have been both the faithful as well as
the less than Ffaithful children of God. Re-
storation histories indicate that brethren in
the beloved American Restoration Movement
fostered somewhat conflicting attitudes toward
the authority of the Scriptures. Consequent-—
ly, brethren commonly held to three popular
stances on the instrumental music and Bible
Society questions. While the group of
brethren with who we identify today opposed
both on Biblical grounds, another equally
convicted group of brethren endorsed both. But
alas, the vast majority of brethren reportedly
condoned Bible societies and condemned
instrumental music,




The Restoration Movement knew its stalwarts
of the faith as well as its radicals and
middle~of-the-roaders. Hence, one generation
differs little from another; man has not sub-
stantially changed since he was first placed
upon the earth. God’s Word always has been
and is yet the sole authority in religion on
which faithful men wholly rely.

Our New Testament was written in part be-—
cause to some degree Christians had departed
from the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2:42). The
Corinthian church had offended in many points,
beginning with the formulation of a sectarian
spirit and strife (Cor. 1:10-13). They were
also guilty of glorying in sin and perversion
of the lord’s Supper, among other things (Ch.
5 & 11). Five of the seven churches of Asia
were also blameworthy (Rev. 2 & 3).

Individuals were also noted in the New
Testament for their attempt to corrupt the
church, the spotless bride of Christ. The
apostle Paul warned that even elders would
draw disciples to themselves (Acts 20:29,30).
False Christ, false prophets and anti-Christ
did their share to taint the church in first
century times. Judaizing teachers sought to
bind laws where God had made none (Acts
15:1; Gal. 1:6~9; 2:2-5; 5:4). Some souls
were even called by name for their
transgressions against the church (Diotrephes,
ITI John 9-10; Hymenaeus and Alexander, I Tim.
1:19,20). One, then, should not be surprised
today that some brethren similarly despise the
authority of the Holy Scriptures.

Born too soon? Perhaps even Elijah the
prophet of God in his despair pondered whether
he was born too soon (I Kings 19:4-10,14).
God, however, assured Elijah that he had a
mission to perform and that Elijah was not
God’s only faithful soul left in the land (I
Kings 19:15-18). It appears clear that in
every generation few truly travel the narrow
way (Matt. 7:14,15). In every generation
God’s children forsake their Creator and
corrupt worship and duty. Did not the family
of him who walked in the garden with God soon
depart from holiness? Did not Israel for whom
God fought forsake the Captain of their salva-
tion? Do not Christians even today often
ignore the voice of the Spirit who speaks
through the Bible? Just as surely as some of
Paul’s Jewish brethren went about establishing
their own righteousness, some and perhaps many
Christians today do likewise (Rom. 10:1-3),
To whose authority then do they appeal for
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their authority? Every faithful Christian,
must appeal truly and exclusively to Biblical
authority, the single source of a Bible, sav-
ing faith, the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). It
is high time that faithful disciples fully
lend themselves to the Lord in the defense of
the gospel; earnestly contending for the only
faith once and for all delivered to the saints
(Phil 1:17; Jude 3).

Born too soon? No, not at all! The words
of Mordecai most fittingly assure you and me
that neither of us were born too soon; to the
contrary: "For if thou altogether holdest thy
peace at this time, then shall there enlarge-
ment and deliverance arise...from another
place; but thou and thy father’s house shall
be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou are
come to the kingdom for such a time as this"
(Esther 4:14)?

* k Kk * k K

HERE AM I: SEND ME

Louis and Bonnie Rushmore and their young
children, Rebecca, Raymond, and Robert, are
planning to go as missionaries to Hong Kong
or Taiwan on or about June 15, 1984, They
are presently looking for one sponsoring and
several supporting congregations to
participate with them in this endeavor.
Rushmore is a graduate of the Memphis School
of Preaching and has been preaching for ten
years., Inquiries are welcome and may be
addressed to Louis Rushmore, 3033 Colorado
Avenue, Waukegan, Illinois 60087 or call
(312)662-3813.
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VOICE OF FREEDOM BREAKFAST

Annually we have a Voice Of Freedom Breakfast
at the Freed-Hardeman Lectureships in
Henderson, Tennessee. Many outstanding
preachers and Bible scholars have spoken. ..
Each one has been a friend and supporter of
Voice Of Freedom Each has exalted the paper
in his speech. ) ,
The 1984 Breakfast will be Wednesday February
8, at 6:30 a.m, in the East Room of Gano
Dining Hall. Curtis A. Cates, Director of the
Memphis School of Preaching, will be our
featured speaker. His topic be "Where Is The
Daubing Wherewith Ye Have Daubed Tt?"

Consider this to be your special invitation to
attend this breakfast and aid a great work——
the publication of Voice Of Freedom.



| Believe In The Church

Grady

There is much evidence to suggest that the
'church" has fallen upon hard times in
America. In an age when many are professing
to be born again, and despite signs of renewed
religious fervor in some sectors, the member—
ship rolls of many of the mainline denomina-
tions continue to shrink and shrivel. The
United Methodist Church, for example, has lost
over one million members within the past de-
cade. The so-called "electronic church’ (PTL
Club, 700 Club,etc.) has drained millions of
dollars from denominational coffers. Many of
our religious friends are quick to profess
faith in Jesus Christ, but claim no allegi-
ance to any churchs To them the church and
all of "organized religion" is weak and rela~
tively unimportant.

At whose feet can we lay the blame for
these developments? We suggest that the de-
nominational preachers themselves are to
blame; they are seeing the harvest of seed
they have long sown! By their own admission,
they have declared that the church is of no
import in the matter of man’s salvation. To
be sure, they insist that one ought to belong
to a church, but stop short of teaching that
church membership is necessary; they freely
admit that one can be a good Christian and go
to heaven and never be a member of their
church—-or any other church, for that matter!
They make an arbitrary distinction between the
church of God and the kingdom of God. Many
accuse the church of being a substitute, a
contingency plan, a stop-gap effort, and not
part of God’s original plan for saving men.
And then these preachers wonder why the church
is weak and helpless and their membership
declining!

STOP TAKE NOTE:
page, if not,

Miller

True, every church founded and ruled by man
is non—essential; their eventual destruction
ig assured (Matt. 15:13). The church we read
about in the Bible, however, is quite differ
ent! The New Testament church was built by
Jesus (Matt. 16:18), wears His name (Rom.
16:16) recognizes His authority in all things
(Col. 1:18), and is destined for glory (Eph.
5:25-27). The importance of that blood-
bought, Spirit~filled body is seen by the
following points.

The church is an essential link in God’s
master plan for the ages. Jesus did not fail
to establish His kingdom at His first coming,
and inaugurate the church as a substitute
measure; He did in fact establish His
kingdom--the church! (cf. Mark 9:1; Matt.
16:18,19). The church has always existed in
the mind of God; it is a part of His eternal
purpose in Christ Jesus our Lord (Eph.3:11).

The saved are in the church. Since the
day of Pentecost, the Lord has added the saved
to His church (Acts 2:47). Where in all the
New Testament is there an exception to this
rule? The church is the family of God (Eph.
2:19; 1 Tim. 3:15); who will impugn the char-
acter of God by suggesting that He has child-
ren outside His family?

How sad it is that denominational churches
built by men have blinded so many to the
beauty of the New Testament church. The church
we read about in the Bible has a God-given
mission, a God-given constitution, a God~given
destiny, and a God-given importance that none
may deny!

Have you completed the request on the front
please do so now lest you overlook it and not

receive the next issue of Defender,




IMAGE (Continued from page 1)

more positive public image-_for the church of
Christ. The primary concern of some is that
we make the church more appealing to the mass—
es and to those who are drunk on worldly
wisdom. In order to accomplish this some
would prefer that we make some basic changes
in our overall approach. Let us examine three
changes some have suggested that we make in
order that we might win the glad hand of
worldly praise and favor,

The Nature Of The Church Of Christ

Some would have us change the nature of the
church of Christ. This would mean altering
some of the basic marks of identification of
the Lord’s church, such as the doctrine of
just one church (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4; Col 1:18);
the church as the aggregate of the saved (Acts
2:47; Eph. 5:23); opposition to false ways and
keeping the gospel pure. Some are taken with
the idea that such is hurtful to our image.
We are said to be '"sectarian" when we speak of
only one church as the Bible does. We are
said to be "narrow'" when we speak of being
saved by full and complete obedience to the
gospel of Christ, because this excludes the
various ways denominations speak of being
saved. We are advised, that in order to have
a better community image, we ought not to be
vocal in opposition to false teachers and
sinful ways, and that we ought to just leave
things alone and flow with the public tide.

It is not popular to be distinctive in our
day and time. Yet, distinctive we must be!
The Bible is a distinctive book and if we fail
to be distinctive then we fail to be the
Lord’s church. If we want to abandon the
Biblical teaching regarding the basic nature
of the Lord’s church which makes it a singular
unit, then by all means let us blend in with
the denominational world, but let us never
speak of ourselves as the lord’s church, be-
cause that really is sectarianism!

Our Preaching

Some would have us.-to change our preaching
in the church of Christ. What should charac-
terize our preaching today? What kind of
preaching do we need to insure a proper public
image? We need nothing more than the old
Jerusalem gospel (Gal. 1:6-9). We need no-
thing more modern than that for the simple
reason that we will all be judged by that
ancient standard (John 12:48)., We need to
study, preach and teach that ancient gospel
like never before. Its precepts must never
fail to be expounded in our assemblies and

classrooms. We need a simple gospel, such as
that which characterized Paul’s preaching (1
Cor. 2:3-5). We also need a certain gospel
which is not corrupted with an uncertain
sound, a compromising tone or a confused ring
(John 8:32).

However, some are telling us that this kind
of preaching is hurtful to our image. Its
seems that the only concern some have is how
we appear before men, but not how we appear
before God. If our preaching is damaging to
our image we would like to know how. One of
our most distinctive features has always been
our Bible-centered preaching. We in the
churches of Christ have never been inclined to
weigh our messages on the fallible scales of
human opinion or "modern theology.' Reminisc~
ent of this eternal truth are the words of the
late brother Eldred Stevens, from the
Spiritual Sword lectures of 1978, when he
said, "Think of the multitudes that have turn~
ed their backs on the social gospels, the sob
stories, and the philosophical theories of
denominationalism, and that have been drawn to
us because we preached the Bible, emphasizing
the 0ld rather than the new! We must not lose
that distinction."

Our Attitude Toward Truth And Error

Some would have us change our attitude
toward truth and error. When we begin to
actively carry out the principles taught in
such passages as Ephesians 6:12; 1 Timothy
1:18; 6:12; 2 Timothy 2:4 and Jude 3, some
brethren become concerned that the public
image of the Lord’s church is being jeopar-
dized. Yet, the obligation which is laid upon
us all as soldiers in the lord’s army is that
we be militant in our opposition to the forces
of spiritual darkness in this world. Never-
theless, too many are insisting that we keep
our silence in the face of false teachers,
despite the many divine injunctions to the
contrary. Too many are critical of honorable
debate despite the examples of Elijah, Jesus,
Paul, Stephen and John the Baptist.

The point of this article is not to dism:ss
all concerns for our public image. Rather, it
is to insist that standing for the Bible will
guarantee that we have the right public image.
That image will not always be of the most
positive sort, If it is, as some would like
it to be, then, we truely have the wrong
public image! (Luke 6:26). If our only con~
cern as brethren is how the world sees us, we
are wrong to begin with. Our first and
primary concern should be how God sees us.
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Bellview Preacher Training School

4850 Saufley Road  Pensacola, Florida 325061798
Max R. Miller, Director — 904-453—3426

COLLEGE LEVEL INSTRUCTION: Two-year program in six trimesters, eighty-four
weeks curriculum of intensified study. two-year curriculum is a complete
exegetical Stuﬁ{ of the Bible, Christian evidences, religious debate, languages

and history; fully preparing the student to preach, teach and defend the truth.

VA approved for qualifying veterams. Under the oversight of the elders of the
Rellview Church Of Christ.

Student Book Fund Established

Generous souls have provided means for the beginning of a book fund for studemts in
Bellview Preacher Training School., We are grateful for their thoughtfulness and
contributionss Most of the students in any or all of our preacher training schools are
on meager incomes, some barely exist on scant support., The Student Book Fund at Bellview
will enable our students to gather books and information that is so essential to their

training for the gospel ministry. The following have contributed books or money to the
furd.

Neil Nicholson $100.00 Jim Simmons $ 15.00
lewis Blair $100.00 lester E Walp, Sr 110.00
Pat Relley $ 50.00 Jerry Lindesmith 100,00

John Stacy of lake Station, Indiana sent twelve copies of books he has authored, a total
of 96 books,

Mr. and Mrs. Otis Hanes of Keys, (klahoma through Robert Taylor sent a total of 41 books
authored by brother Taylor.

Firm Foundation provided each student a copy of brother ngo McCord’s book, These Things
Speak. '

Students in Bellview Preacher Training School wish to express their thanks for these
contributions.
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CUTTING EDGE
Bill Graddy

Have the preachers and all the "Voices
crying in the wilderness" 1lost their
"Cutting Edge?" (John 1:23)

By "Cutting Edge" I mean that difference
between being terse and tacit. That astute-
ness which manifests itself in clear and con-
cise meaning with the authority of the New
Testament (Neh. 8:8).

Distinctive preaching has a "cutting edge"
which makes it different from teaching.
Gospel preaching is not bland and mild, but
it has what has been referred to by us as the
"Jerusalem ring.' We know that this means a
sounding forth of biblical exegesis with
clarity and definiteness, '"a thus saith the
Lord." 1In the past, we have prided
ourselves, and rightly so, in being able to
declare and to delineate the gospel with
first century understanding. Across the land
today it seems that most of our preaching is
so sociable and unflavourable that any
religious group would not be disturbed by the
message.

It has never been right to be offensive
and discourteous in preaching or any other
aspect of living. Although some of us may
have "left our senses" occasionally while
preaching, it has not been and is not now
chdracteristic of gospel preachers to inten-
tionally drive people from the truth.

When the preacher, the pulpit, the paper,
and the institution looses its "cutting edge"
they are shorn of their power. It is easy to
detect this "sharpness" in these areas.
Where this "edge" is manifested brethren will
be informed, umnified, and the truth will be
preached. Elders must require and demand

this kind of preaching.

If the church is to be strong, stay strong
to the glory of God, then the gospel message
must have that distinctive Jerusalem sound
like the apostles and preachers of the first
century. It is this sort of instructions
that will cause all of us to live right or
leave
the church., To whatever degree we fail to
grow, in the main, it will be directly
related to this 'eutting edge.’ This is not
a radical position, It is the differrence of
knowing and not knowing the truth! It is
this keenness that makes us aware of "the
way" (Acts 24:14), The milk and mild diet of
preaching has isolated congregations. They
are so bland and tasteless that members of
the church are no longer living a righteous
life, If these members are to be restored to
their first 1love, it. will take the
"foolishness of preaching" with the '"cutting
edge" turned toward them to do so. A dull
scalpel is useless, The lukewarm and wayward
members will always flinch when the preacher
wields the sharp two edged sword (Heb.
4:12 ).

Elders, preachers, editors, professors,
school presidents, and all faithful members
of the church who are trying to serve the
Lord, let us keep the "cutting edge'" honed
with love for the truth and declare it with
all the power of our being, realizing that
some day soon we will stand in the august
presence of God to be judged by the same word
of God that we have been trying to preach to
ourselves and to a lost and dying world
(John 12:48; Eph. 4:15.). It does make a
differnce (Matt. 7:21-23).



““WE HAVE MADE A MISTAKE”

We all make mistakes. Sometimes we are
aware of our mistakes, and some times not.
It is good to know of our mistakes and to
correct them when we can.

We, the church, have made a grevious mis-
take. It needs to be called to the attention
to all and correction should be made. The
mistake is great. It has prevented a multi-
tude of souls from being converted to Christ.
It is great because for it many of God’s
children have drifted away from Christ. For
it, the church of the living God suffers
shame, frustration, and is filled with con-
troversy and discord. Anything of such de-
structive force and consequence is evil,
sinful, and should be overcome.

The mistake? Some several years ago, in
the sixties and seventies, we began to hear
fervent exhortations that our preachers
should attain a greater degree of education;
that the day for "cornfield" preachers had
come to an end. No longer could preachers of
ordinary educational attainments expect to
fill the pulpits of the land and have the ear
of modern day audiences. To engage the mo—
dern educated mind .of today’s professionals,
technicians, brilliant and sophisticated
ranks of society, one must be of equal educa-
tion and possess the same qualities of
sophistication and grace. The theory was:
the old style of plain, book, chapter and
verse preaching must go the way of the flat-
top and crew cut hair styles. The modern
generation must be challenged! We must stop
answering questions people have ceased
asking!

There began to be a change in the pulpit.
The clamor was for young men who could
communicate to young and agressive minds in a
style befitting of the day. The old
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‘Jerusalem gospel lost its place in many

modern day churches. Testimonials, personal
interest stories, current events, promo-—
tionals, current religious thought, and such,
became the themes of the pulpit. We had
moved into a modern day with a church ready
to embrace every form of liberalism known to
man.

All this was a form of self flattery. We
were tickling our own ears. We were
snobbishly bragging on our own vain educa-
tional attainments. We were telling our-
selves, "We are the sophisticates, we have
arrived," This subtle and deceitful plea
from the pew was welcomed by many in the
pulpit. Not a few who stood in the pulpit
thrilled to think of themselves more as
counsellor and scholor than preacher. They
were a cut above ordinary preacher
"quoting Scripture like a parrot." Those
clergymen (for, in fact, such they are) began
to major in minors; it was their joy to
"share a thought" more so than to "take a
text," —— And their patrons loved it so!

The theme of preaching has changed in.
these past years. Now, how to live peacably
with sin, how not to offend denominational
friends, how to get along with one’s con-

science, how to pragmatically solve the
problems of the day, all are the themes of
our day.

Fewer and fewer Bible Ma jors came from the
Christian colleges. Few of the student who
came from those colleges will (or can) preach
the simple message of salvation to a world
lost in sin. Such, seemingly is beneath
their dignity! The denominational seminary
awaits their coming from which few go forth
to preach and of those who preach, to preach

(Continued on page 11)
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MARRIAGE: MAJESTIC OR MISSERABLE

Robert R. Taylor, Jr.

It goes without saying that God initially
had the former concept in mind when he pre-
sided at the wedding of Adam and Eve in
Genesis 2:18-24. But rebellious and ill-
adjusted men and women have majored more
often in the latter concept than in the
former. They have turned the magic and
majesty of marriage into a marred image, into
a miserable institution. This is sad; it is
immeasurably and inexpressibly sad. What
will make for a majestic marriage? What
makes for misery in matrimony? The drawing
out of these contrasts forms the basic thrust
of this short article for Defender.

Marriage is majestic when it is composed
of a man and woman who love God and one
another. Marriage Is For Those Who love God
And One Another is the title of brother Tom
Warren’s classic volume on marriage.
Marriage is miserable when love for God is
the unknown factor of the marital equation
and love for each other is little more than
lust for each other’s body. Lust and love
are not synonyms by any stretch of the
imagination, nearly the whole world to the
contrary notwithstanding.

Marriage i1s majestic when each marital
(Continued on page 12)

MISTAKE (Continued from page 10)

false doctrine. Of our own Christian colleges
many of the Bible faculty would fit as well
into denominational schools and not a few go
on to their destiny there., Yes, we have made
a mistake in courting the modern mind,
appeasing guilt and sin, in compromising the
gospel of truth. We bear the cancer and
scars of compromise in the body of Christ.

Young moderns, middle age moderns, and who
ever are not above the gospel of Christ. To
the vain intellectuals and sophisticated
moderns: the gospel of Christ is the power of
God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). Paul, at
Corinth, addressed the same problem we
address here, and said, " For the preaching
of the cross is to them that perish foolish-
.ness; but unto us which are saved it is the
power of God" (1 Cor. 1:18-31). Man was
never commissioned to preach anything other
than the '"old Jerusalem gospel" (Mark 16:15;
Gal. 1:8,9).

But what about the modern, better educated
generation in the church and in the world?
What are their needs? The spiritual needs of
man from Adam has not changed-—today’s world
notwithstanding. The same needs of our
frontier forefathers are our needs today.
Man’s unchanging needs are met in the gospel.
The ways of sin is death, always. Man in sin
needs a Savior., That Savior is revealed in
Holy Scripture: His plan of salvation is
recorded there and there alone. He, in his

educated way, may open the book and, as Paul
said, "when ye read, ye may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ . . . as
it is now revealed . . ." (Eph. 3:1-5). He
may also need a preacher who is able to
communicate the Savior’s message to him. -It
is well that the preacher be learned, able to
communicate in good English, to develop his
lessons in a desciplined manner, and make
applications of the gospel to the modern
times of our century.

There should be no rejection of education;
none should seek to stigmatize the educated
whether he be the preacher or the hearer.
There must be a rejection of vanity and con-
ceit which, in reality, cries out, '"Prophesy
not unto us right things, speak unto us
smooth things, prophesy deceits" (Isa.
30:10). Flattery is deceitful and sinful.
Education, prosperity, or a modern age never
shall bring man past the point where he will
no longer need the simplicity of the gospel
of Christ.

Kill the infection, heal the wound, salve
the scar., Let us return again to the Book-
of-Books, to the gospel of Christ and to our
Savior, We are not too good, too well edu-
cated, or to rich or wise to hear and obey
the gospel of Christ. We made a mistake in
"updating" our preaching. Now, let us go
back to the preaching of the "0ld Jerusalem
gospel."

-11-



MARRIAGE (Continued from page 11)

mate climbs to higher ground and ask what he
or she can do to make the spouse happy,
contented and satisfied in marriage.
Marriage is miserable when it is entered and
sustained on the very selfish level of what
can this person do to make me happy,
contented and satisfied. Majesty in marriage
belongs to a selfless philosophy; misery in
matrimony belongs to a totally selfish

philosophy.

Marriage is majestic when man considers
his wife as bone of his bones and flesh of
his flesh even as Adam did Eve (Gen. 2:21-
23). Marriage is miserable when man
considers his wife nothing but a plaything
and a slave to his every whim of passion and
wish for slavish service rendered to him at
beckoning call, Marriage is majestic when
woman considers herself as man’s help meet,
loves him and respects him (Gen. 2:18; Tit.
2:4,5; Eph. 5:33). Marriage is miserable
when woman resists the help meet aspect,
despises her husband and holds him in
outright contempt.

Marriage is majestic when the Golden Rule
and provides guidance between husband and
wife (Matt. 7:12). There will be no physical
or verbal abuse when this lovely 1law is in
the ascendancy. The husband will not demand
what the wife cannot produce or provide; the
wife will not expect what is beyond the
husband’s power to provide. "Might makes
right" will make miserable any marriage. Too
many have tried this rule of Cain and found
it to be wanting in every desirable facet.

Marriage is majestic when kindness,
tenderhearted consideration and a willingness
to pardon each other’s wrongs are in the
ascendancy. This is the generous gist of a
beautiful statement from Paul in Ephesians
4:32, The application is wider than marriage
but is surely inclusive of it, Marriage is

miserable when there is ugliness of disposi-—
tion, a harsh attitude toward each other and

pardon is never practiced.

Marriage is majestic when courtesy reigns.
Peter charges his Christian readers to be
courteous in I Peter 3:8. He had just
finished marital instructions in the previous
seven verses. Marriage descends into misery
when common courtesy vanishes, Marriage is
majestic when husband loves wife as Christ
loves the church and as he loves his own body
(Eph. 5:23,28). Marriage is majestic when
the wife loves and serves husband as the
church loves and serves its Spiritual Bride-
groom, the Christ. Marriage is miserable
when these precious precepts of Ephesians
5:22-33 are lacking.

Husbands and wives really decide whether
their marriage will be majestic or miserable,
marvelous or marred.

A Literary P.S. More than a dozen years
ago I penned nearly three hundred pages for a
book entitled Christ In The Home. It was an
effort to help families climb to the
mountains of majesty in marriage and the home
and to avoid the valleys of misery in family
relationships. Baker Book House of Grand
Rapids, Michigan, printed that book and
it went through three large printings of
5,000, 2,500, and 2,500, They let it go out
of print in 1982, It is now back in print.
Quality Publications of Abilene, Texas, is
the new publisher. It has a new cover and
some revisions have been made to bring it up
to date in some of the statistics. The new
price is $5.95 plus $1.00 for postage and
handling, It may be ordered from me at P.O.
Box 464, Ripley, Tennessee 38063, TFor those
who wish to use it in class work and order
five or more at one time I will give a ten
per cent discount and pay postage and
handling charges.
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MEDITATION ON SECOND CORINTHINS

Winston Temple

I. MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL HAVE NO CAUSE TO FAINT OR TO BE DISCOURAGED (V.1), NOT EVEN BECAUSE OF:
1. Trials and temptations (James 1:2-4).
2. Privations of life (2 Cor. 11:23-28).
3, The Lord will provide a way of escape (1 Cor. 10:13).
II. THE GOSPEL SHOULD BE EMBRACED BY THOSE TO WHOM IT COMES, (V.2). CONSIDER:
1. The Bereans (Acts 17:11).
2. The people of Pentecost Day (Acts 2:41).
3. Those in Rome (Romans 1:5,8).
4, Those who rejected it (2 Thess. 2:10).
5 If men wish peace of conscience, they should embrace it.
(1) It is the peace which comes from Jesus (John 14:27).
(2) It is the gospel of peace (Rom, 10:15).
(3) It gives us peace because by obeying it we are justified before God Rom. 5:1
(4) Jesus came to give us that peace (Luke 2:14).
(5) The gospel of peace is for obedience of all nations (Rom. 16:25).
6. No man ever yet had a troubled conscience from the fact that he had embraced the gospel
and was an humbled and decided Christian, but thousands have had a troubled
conscience from the fact that they have neglected it. Consider:
(1) The rich man was troubled, but too late (Luke 16).
(2) On the other hand look at Paul (Phil. 4:11).
IIT. THE GOSPEL IS HID TO THE LOST (V. 3),
1. Not because the light of it is not in the world (John 1: 4 s
2. Not because it has not been preached (Col. 1:23).
3. It is because people reject it (John 1:10,11; Luke 7:29,30), and thus permit Satan to blind
their eyes.
4, Satan is the spirit that works in the children of disobedience (Eph. 2:1)
5. Ministers should preach the truth, nothing but the truth, lest the light of the gospel be
put under a bushel (Matt. 5:14, 15).
IV. THIS IS A DELUDED WORLD (2 COR. 4:4 C.F. REV. 12:9).
1. It is blinded and deceived by him who is here called the ''god of this world."
2. Satan rules in the hearts of men and he rules by deceiving them (Acts 5:3).
3. The man who seeks wealth only is deceived in regard to its value (Acts 8:20; Matt. 6:19~
22).
4, The man who is pursuing the object of ambition as his main position is deceived in regard
to the true value of things,
(1) Such pursuing is inspired by Satan (Gen. 3:16; Luke 4:5,6).
(2) Examples:
A. Builders of Babel (Gen. 11:4).
B. Korah’s company (Num. 16:3-35).
C. James and Johm (Mark 10:35-37).
D. Diotrephes (3 John 9,10).
5. And he, or she, who pursues pleasure as the main business of life is deceived im regard
to the proper value of objects.
(1) Pleasures of sin are short-lived (Heb. 11:25).
(2) There is no profit in just seeking after pleasure (Fccl. 2:1,11).
(3) They will choke the very life out of an individual (Luke. 8:14).
6. A man may be deceived here, but he will not be deceived in hell (Luke 16)
7. Men are in danger and it deepens every day and every hour (2 Gor. 4:812).
8. Satan is doing all that he can to delude and deceive us, but if he succeeds, it is our
fault,
(1) We can overcome only through faith and obedience (Phil. 4:13 Heb. 5:8,9).
(2) Who shall save us from this body of death? Answer: (Rom. 7:25).
" (3) We can gain the victory and accomplish our goal if we will rejoice in hope,
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be patient in tribulation and continue instant in prayer (Rom. 12:12)
V. THE GREAT PURPOSE OF THE MINISTRY IS TO MAKE KNOWN THE GOSPEL OF THE CHRIST. TO POINT MANKIND
TO THE CHRIST (V. 5). '
1. To this the gospel ministers of Christ are to dovote themselves, (I Cor. 2:2).

(1) It is not to try to promote Christ by gimmicks ball teams, youth worship,
puppet ministry, gymnmasiums, social circles or any such thing, Christ
is to be made known by the preaching of the Gospel and it alone.

(2)Man is a sinner and needs a Savior. The Gospel does not offer worldly
pleasure but rather a cross (Matt. 16:24).

(3) We need more gospel preachers rather than a bunch of bammner waving
promotionalists! .

2. The work of preaching the Christ rests not only on the shoulders of the one
standing in the pulpit,but it rests upon every person who calls himself by
thatworthy name Christian (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 8:4).

(1) We should submit to any self-denial necessary in order to accomplish this
mission (Matt. 16:24). '

(2) It is a glorious mission (verse 5) what higher honor is there
on earth than to make known the Redeemer?

VL THE SITUATION OF MAN WOULD HAVE BEEN DREADFUL AND AWFUL HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE LIGHT WHICH
IS IMPARTED BY REVELATION (V. 6).
l. With as much ease as he commanded the first light to be created in Gem. 1:3,He
commanded the pure light of truth to shine on the minds of men.
2. Nothing is more valuable than the light of truti(John. 1:9).
VII. THIS LIGHT IS TO BE CARRIED BY CHRISTIANS (MATT. 5:14).
1. Not by direct operation of the Holy Spirit separate and apart from the gospel,
but through the gospel (Acts 16:14; Acts 11:14).
2. It is to be carried by faithful Christians (Matt. 16:18,19; Acts 8:1,4).
3. If it is not carried, it is our fault (Acts 20:26).
VII1I. WE LIVE BY FATTH (V. 8-18)
1. We can see what our religion has cost.

(1) First, of all it cost the death of God's Son (1 Pet. 1:18,19).

(2) Secondly, it cost the blood of theprophets, the apostles and countless
numbers of martyred saints.

(3) Thirdly, the friends of christianity have been called to endure every form
of suffering: proverty, want, tears, stripes, imprisonments, and deaths

) have been their potions.
2. But christianity will live; nothing can destroy it (Matt. 16:18,19; I Pet.1:25).
3 Christians should be willing to endure anything in order that they

may become more like Christ on earth,and be with him in heaven ( 2 Cor. 4:10).
4, In order to support and motivate us to such endurances of trails we should:

(1) Have a firm and unwavering faith (James 1:6-8).

(2) Have a firm assurance that God has raised up the Lord Jesus, and that we also
will be raised from the dead (2 Cor. 4:14)., "If by any means I might attain unto the
resurrection of the dead" (Phil. 3:11).

(3) Have a sincere desire to promote the glory of God, and to bring as many as
possible to join in his praise and to celebrate his mercy ( 2 Cor. 4:15).

(4) Have such a belief of the truth as to be willing to speak it and defend it at all
times, and in all places (2 Cor. 4:13).

5. Christians may expect to be supported and comforted in the trials and toils of life

(2 Cor. 4:16).

6. We learn from (2 Cor. 4:17) how to bear affliction in a proper manner.

(1) They are light in character and are soon to fade away.

(2) Our great interests are beyond the grave.

(3) Everything here is temporary, changing, decaying anddying. There in heaven all is
fixed, settled, and unchanging, immortal, eternall

(4) If in this life only we have hope, all of the trials, tribulations and persecutions
would be without meaning, but when we remember that there is heaven, the home of
the eternal soul,the cares and discomforts of this world are viewed as mere
necessities on the road to our heavenly home? Brother and sister, I believe it
will surely be worth it all. Don’t you?
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STUDENT BOOK FUND

Our readers have been made aware of our student needs for books. Most of our
students are not financially able to add many books to their library. Several have
contributed money, others have contributed books. For all this, either money or
books, we, on behalf of our students, say, "thank you." Contributions have been
received from:

Jerry Lindesmith, Pensacola, Florida

Apologetics Press R

Fifteen Subscriptions for students, also 15 bound volume each of Reason and

Relevation, Vol. II, III.

Anonymous via Getwell Church, Memphis, Tennessee

The Book of Romans (Spiritual Sword lectureship, 1983)
M. W. Kiser, Hazel, Kentucky

Sermon Qutline Source Book by M, W, Kiser 15 copies
Bill Dillon, Paducah, Kentucky

Gospel Sermons by Johm T. Hinds 14 copies

A Debate With Mormons, Dillon — Haws 25 copies

Is There Universal Code Of Ethics, Jim Waldron 15 copies

Fifty Short Sermons, by Fred E. Dennis 15 copies
Rea Publishing Company, Hamilton, Texas

Mary’s Pondering, by Lena Rea 5 copies

Romans—From A Womans Point Of View, by lena Rea 5 copies

In The Begimning, by lena Rea 5 copies

Let This Cup Pass From Me 5 copies

Should the Sons of God Marry the Daughters Of Men, by lena Rea 5 copies

The Holy Spirit, by lLena Rea 5 copies
Ray Pierce, Pensacola, Florida

Young’s Analylical Concordance 6 copies
J. C. Choate Publishing Company, Winona, Mississippi

Windows For The Soul, by Betty Choate

A Missionary Speaks, by J. C.- Choate

Messianic Psalms And Other Sermons, by John Stacy

Giving Ourselves To The Lord, by J. C. Choate

Preaching Through Revelation, by John Stacy

Is There A Universal Code of Ethics, by Jim Waldron
Wayne Coats, Mt. Juliet, Tennessee

Standing On The Rock, by Wayne Coats

Rubel’s Cube, by Wayne Coats

Tell Us Plainly, by Wayne Coats
Alan Brown, Pace, Florida

The Evangelist, Index, by Dennis Gulledge and David McWhirter

Bellview Preacher Training School

4850 Saufley Road Pensacola, Florida 32506-1798
Max R. Miller, Director — 904-453—3426

COLLEGE 1EVEL INSTRUCTION: Two-year program in six trimesters, eighty-four
weeks curriculum of intensified study. e two-year curriculum is a complete
exegetical study of the Bible, Christian evidences, religious debate, languages
and history; fully preparing the student to preach, teacE and defend the truth.

VA approved for qualifying veterans. Under th i
Bellvgew ok %f Chr}istf e e oversight of the elders of the
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Books---- Books----

ORDER From Bellview Preacher Trainimg School

Acts Of The Apostles, Max R. Miller $4.00
Outline of class study. Sermons on Acts are distinctly set
for special study. 52 pages

Gospel Of John, Max R. Miller ’

Detailed outline for class study. 36 pages

Kings And Prophets, Max R. Miller ) $2.50
Historical settings of the Kings of Israel and Judah allows
for a better understanding of the work and messageg of the
prophets., Outline, 17 pages

$3.50

Book Chapter And Verse Sermoms, Max R. Miller $3.00
Thirty-five sermon outline
Challenging Dangers Of Modern Versioms, Robert R. Taylor, Jr. $7.00

A critical and honest examination of moderm versions, especially
noting perversions, additions, and omission of the text.

The Holy Spirit, Max R. Miller $2.00
Outline for class study

Studies In The Book Of Job, Max R, Miller $2.00
An outline as a reading guide to the Book of Job
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SMOOTH AND FAIR SPEECH
Alan E. Highers

It has ever been a characteristic of false
teachers that "by their smooth and fair
speech they beguile the hearts of the in-
nocent”" (Rom. 16:18). 1In recent years we
have seen a number of brethren who made
utterance with "an uncertain voice" (I Cor.
14:8), so that it was difficult to ascertain
their meaning. If we charge them with
teaching what their words import, they char-
acteristically reply that they have been
misunderstood, misinterpreted, and misrepre-
sented, In some cases it appears that the
higher the education, the more obfuscated the
communication. While their words at times
seem clear enough, they deny at other times
that they meant what they seemed to say. If
ore says enough different things about the
same issue, almost anyone can be misled into
accepting the explanation.

This wavering tendency on the part of
false teachers was noted in the 1970 FHC
lectures by Rubel Shelly, who compared the
tactics of the liberals and the antis. Of
the liberals, he said:

"He is careful to appear humble,
pious and genuinely concerned for the
welfare of the church. By such an
appealing approach, he is able to win
people to himself. . .

He contimies his insidious work from
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within! He wuses pulpits, magazines,
jourmals and every other known tool of
influence among us to win people to
himself and his false doctrines. . .

But it now seems that we have de-
veloped a ‘new breed of preachers’ who
can show only contempt and disgust for
what faithful brethren have said and
dore in the past. These same men are
speaking and writing in such a way as
to create doubt and confusion in the
minds of our brethren. We must not be
silent while this is going on around
us. We must run the risk of being
labelled as ‘witch-hunters’ or
‘keepers of orthodoxy’ in order to
obey the Biblical command to ‘prove
the spirits, whether they are of God’
(I John 4:1)."

The significant, but unfortunate fact is
that the foregoing words appear to be some-
thing of a self-fulfilling prophecy. Many
brethren feel that Rubel is now "speaking and
writing in such a way as to create doubt and
confusion in the minds of our brethren,”" and
that he is indeed the man who is showing
"contempt and disgust for what faithful
brethren have said and done in the past."”

In order to evaluate the nature of his
(Continued on page 19)



IT IS TIME TO QUIT LISTENING
Max R. Miller

It is proper, courteous, and Christian to
Yhear out" a man. We, as a people, have
always allowed others to state their case,
affirm their proposition, to make their argu-
ment. Everyone with a cause wants to be
heard, wants to amplify his position, wants
to repeat for clarity amd emphasis, wants to
restate his position that there be no mis-
understarndings. We ourselves want to make
our case understood, perhaps repeat or re-
emphasize in order that others will know what
we are saying, as well as what we are not
saying. We all want to be heard and under-
stood, We believe honorable men are entitled
to a patient hearing.

However, to patiently hear a man is not
to hear him forever and ever., There comes a
time to stop listening to him, to exclude his
preaching, teaching, harangues, or whatever,
He has been heard-—enough. Now comes the
time to hear him no more.

It is the custom of false teachers to want
to be heard again. '"Let me explain.. no,
no, you don’t understand..." is the common
response from those who want our ear.
Continuous repetition may break down the
will, confuse, or make a convert to a false
position. Holy Scripture teaches, yea com-
mands, the false teacher is to be stopped, to
be avoided—-in short, there comes a time to
quit listening to him.

Paul besought the Roman brethren to "Mark
them which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned; and avoid them" [turn away from
them, ASV]}, (Rom. 16:17). To Titus he
instructed, "A man that is an heretic, after
the first and second admonition reject”
[refuse, ASV], (Titus 3:10). There is great
danger in contimuing to gives a platform to
one who causes 'divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned.)' "Know ye mot that a little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out
therefore the old leaven . . . " (I Cor.
5:6,7). There is no obligation at all to
hear, and hear, and hear again the false
teachers. Courtesy does not demand it; pa-
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tience is not forever! Rabshakeh! "Answer

him not" (2 Kings 18:36).

Many brethren in the kingdom today are
hearing and rehearing those who teach false
doctrines. Over and over we tread the same
ground with false teachers stating, restating
and then explaining again their positions. A
greater respect for the truth will result in
stopping our ears to those who persist in
their false ways.

We should stop listening to Rubel Shelly,
James Bales, and all those who support their
causes. The church of the Lord God should no
longer open her pulpit to their teachings, mno
longer should she provide both a platform and
an audience for those who 'cause divisions
and offences contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned)'" Long ago they made their
cases—such as they are., Nothing really new
has come forth from those quarters. All
pleas, arguments, amnd prayers for their re-
pentance and consequent change of direction
are at this time, to no avail. Personal let-
ters from close friends amd brothers, person
al face-to-face confrontation, articles in
brotherhood journals——all--have brought no
change in the positions advocated by these
men. It is now time (and past) to quit lis-
tening to them, to give them no more opportu-
nity to impregnate the body of Christ with
the doctrines of "Covenant passage'" and
"Christians only, but not the only Chris-
tians, Let them make their own opportuni-
ties, let them gather their own crowds, let
them publish their own papers—if such they
shall have, For us—-let us quit listening to
them.

Defender presents in this issue Alan
Higher’s excellent contrast of the two
Shellys; the one of the past whom we admired
for his apparent conviction.of faith and
sound proclamation of it; the other the one
of the present day, sarcastic amd contradic-
tory. We suggest you read him here, see his
inconsistency amd false position, and then
hear him no more, neither give him place and
space to propagate false doctrines in the
kingdom of God.

»
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SMOOTH AND FAIR SPEECH (Cont. from pg 17)
teaching, your attention is called to the
following array of direct quotations

showing, in parallel columns, what Rubel is
now saying to audiences as compared to that
which he once taught.

RUBEL SHELLY (PRESENT) RUBEL SHELLY (PAST)

On the pature of the church:

The restoration movement started out
as an appeal for unity of Christians.
Somewhere along the line, maybe fifty
years ago, we abandoned that theme;
and we crystalized and we became, to a
large measure, what we set out to
oppose .

(Centerville speech).

I am more than tired of hearing the

statement made in pulpits, college
classrooms and in brotherhood papers
that the church of Christ is just one
denomination among many denominations.
The Lord’s church is not a denomina-
tion. It is mot a sect or party in
Christendom. (FHC 1970).

passing Judgment:

God forbid that amy human being pre- .

sume to sit in judgment on the etermal
destiny of amother! . . . It is an
arrogant thing for any sinner to think
himself fit to pass judgment on an-
other sinner! (Ashwood bulletin).

Most people would be terribly shocked
if anyore suggested that many sincere
religious people are going to be lost
eternally. They would likely cry,
"Only God knows who is going to be
saved or lost! You are judging and
trying to play God when you suggest
that you can know who is right and who
is wromg in religion!" But is it the
case that God alone knows who is going
to be saved or lost? Not at all!
The reasons for His having revealed
His will to men through the Bible is
so that we too can know what consti-
tutes a saved state before Him.
(Tract).

On whether we can say amyone is lost:

"I don’t know whether she was immersed
or not. Are you saying my mother will
go to hell if she wasn't baptized?"
God forbid that any human being pre-
sume to sit in judgment on the etermal
destiny of another! . . . It is an
arrogant thing for any simner to think
himself fit to pass judgment on any
other sinner! . .. My response to the
man’s question was to the effect that
I had no judgment to make about his
mother, him, or any other person.
(Ashwood bulletin).

Those outside the body of Christ are
lost! . .. First, all men still out-
side the spiritual body of Christ are
lost. They have no hope and are -
without God in the world. (Simple
Studies — Church). The New Testament
teaches that the body of Christ is a
singular entity, that all saved people
have been added to that one body by
the Lord and that there is no
salvation for accountable persons
outside that body. (Tract)

On knowledgeable, devout Christians in all denominations:

There are simcere, knowledgeable, de-
vout Christians scattered among all

- 19-
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and exists in opposition to the will
of Jesus Christ. The body of Christ
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SMOOTH AND FAIR SPEECH (Cont. from pg 19)

the various denomimations.
(Centerville speech).

and human denominations are not the
same and, in fact, have no fellowship
between them. Tt is not true that
there are saved people in all denomi-
pations who, when considered collec—
tively, constitute the "invisible body
of Christ." . . . According to the New
Testament, the church of Christ had a
separate and distinct existence. It
was not composed of various people who
were members of rival sects, but was
composed of people with common be-~
liefs, worship and practices. . . The
Lord does mot pick a few good people
out of all the different denomina-
tions and count them as his body. He
has one separate and distinct group
of faithful people--people who are
completely separate from denomina-
tionalism and who have no fellowship
with denominatiomalism’s unholy state
of affairs—whom he recognizes as his
true church.

(Tract).

On whether the use of instrumental music must

be

confessed as sinm:

I think of a brother of mine, for
example, he preaches for a group that
calls itself the Christian Church. I
have fellowship with him in the
upper—case sense because we both
obeyed the same gospel. He is my
brother. T think he’s wrong on that
issue of the instrument. We do not
have fellowship, in the lower-case f,
on that. And that instrument is a
wedge that comes between our working
together. A while back he came to the
conclusion that he was willing to give
up that instrument, not because he
believed it was wrong. He wasn’t
convinced of that yet, but for the
sake of unity, so that the body of
Christ in that area where he was
working--he could give that up. He
even talked to the elders of his
church about it they could give it
up. Went to the preachers’ meeting in
that town and five preachers in town,
four of the five said that wasn't good
enough. He had to remounce it as
wrong and sinful. Giving it up for
the sake of unity wouldn't be enough.
They wouldn’t allow that, so he’s
right back where he was, and still
worshipping with it, and the body of
Christ is still fragmented in that

The use of mechanical instruments of
music in worship to God is
unauthorized in the New Testament and
must be regarded as sim . . Following
the final night of the debate, three
persons present indicated that they
had come to see the error of
instrumental music in worship as
unauthorized and sinful. On the
following Lord’s day, they acted upon
their knowledge of the word of God. A
husband and wife confessed their sin
and were restored to fellowship. . .
If we walk in the light of the truth
of the word of God, if we walk in
uprightness before him, then we can
have fellowship with one another, themn
and only then, . . But in order for
the unity to exist between the two of
us, or between larger groups of
brethren divided over this issue,
there must be, first of all a coming
to, understanding of, and submission
to the truth, which is the word of
God.

(Dunning debate).

There is no escaping the fact that ome
is committing sin when he offers an
act of worship to God which is

(Continued on page 21)
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SMOOTH AND FAIR SPEECH (Cont. from pg 20)
" town. Maybe the four handled it
correctly. I don't think so!
(Memphis speech.,)

not authorized in the word.
(FHC 1977).

It would appear from the foregoing that
brother Shelly is able to speak or write
equally well on either side of an issue. He
is apparently capable of making tracks on
both sides of the creek. The tragedy is that
he seems to be able to speak from either
column——past or present—depending upon the
occasion, the audience, and the demands of
the hour.

On the one hand, alchough we opposed
sectarianism, we 'became, to a large measure,
what we set out to oppose.' On the other
hand, the Lord’s church is "mot a denomina-
tion. It is not a sect or party in
Christendom."

On the one hand, no human being can '"set
in judgment on the eternal destiny of an-
other," but on the other hand, God is not
alone in knowing who will be saved or lost in
that "we too can know what constitutes a
saved state before Him."

On the one harnd, he will not even say that
one who was mnot baptized is lost, but on the
other hand, "all men still outside the
spiritual body of Christ are lost. They have
no hope and are without God in the world,"

On the one hand, there are "sincere,
knowledgeable, devout Christians scattered
among all the various denominations,” but on
the other hand, the true church consists of
"people who are completely separate from
déenominationalism and who have no fellowship
with denominationalism’s unholy state of
affairs.” :

On the one hand, we ought to accept a
Christian Church preacher for the sake of
unity if he agrees not to use the instrument,
even though he does not "renounce it as wrong
and sinful.)' But on the other hand, the use
of the imstrument "must be regarded as sin,"
and a husband and wife who recognized this
confessed their sin and were restored to
fellowship" because '"then and only then' can
we have fellowship as people walk in the
light and come to, understand, amd submit to
the truth!

Brethren may presumably take their pick.
There is something here for everyone.

The Church, Unity, and Compromise

We are told that there are two levels of
fellowship--uppercase F and lowercase f.
Uppercase Fellowship is based upon the seven
ones enumerated in Ephesians 4:4-6: —— One
body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, and one God. Brother
Shelly, however, has his own definitions of
these words. For example: '"There is one
faith. The faith, when that term is used in
the New Testament, doesn’t have to do with
orphan homes; doesn’'t have to do with instru-
mental music; doesn’t have to do with the
millennium. The one faith in the New Testa-
ment sense is the doctrine of the atonement,
the gospel.' (Memphis speech).

Uppercase Fellowship, therefore, is not
affected by instrumental music or premillen-
nialism; we simply do not extend lowercase
fellowship, which implies endorsement, on
those points. If one doubts this is the
effect of this teaching, take note: "If a
person has a different view of the millen-
nium, be in Fellowship with him (uppercase
F). But I may not endorse and agree with
(lowercase f) his view." (Memphis speech).

There is very little difference, if any,
in this uppercase, lowercase bifurcation of
fellowship and the Ketchersidian platform of
"unity in diversity' and "fellowship without
endorsement.” In fact, there is an interest-
ing if not alarming number of duplications in
argument, phraseology, reasoning, and
rhetoric between the two. As a case in
point, look at Robert Meyers’ usage of Mark
9:38-39 in the ultra-liberal book Voices of
Concern (published by Ketcherside), and com-—
pare it to brother Shelly’s application of
the same passage! These striking simi-
larities are neither accidental nor coinci-
dental; instead, they reflect a fundamental
attitude shared in common by these concomi-
tant philosophies.

(Continued on page 22)
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SMOOTH AND FAIR SPEECH Cont. from page 21)
Contradiction and Inconsistency

Truth is consistent with itself, and if we
are teaching the truth our statements will be
consistent from one occasion to another. We
cannot adapt our proclamations to the situa-
tion, and shift with the wind, so as to curry
favor with whatever group we are addressing
at the time; but where truth is comcerned, we
must stand like the Rock of Gilbraltar and be
willing to take - the consequences. President
“ Truman said, "If you can’t stand the heat,
stay out of the kitchen Jesus said,
"Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you
and persecute you, and say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake" (Matt.
o 5:11). It is a defect in character to com-—
promise on conviction or to capitulate on
principle in the face of opposition, antago-
nism, or mere unpopularity.

At the FHC Open Forum, brother Shelly was
asked about the extent of God’s grace to ome
who has never obeyed the gospel. The follow-
ing exchange occurred:

HIGHERS: What about the ignorant or
gullible person that’s never
obeyed the gospel?

SHELLY: The person has no covenant
relationship with God and the
covenant of grace is mot extended
to those outside the family of God.

At home in Nashville, however, in the
Ashwood bulletin, he responded to this
question: "Are you saying my mother will go
to hell if she wasn't baptized?" He wrote:
"It is an arrogant thing for any sinner to
think himself fit to pass judgment on any
other sinmer! ... Some will surely find
mercy in their ‘ignorance and unbelief’ which
may not be exterded to others of us because
of our increased opportunity to learn and do
God’s will)'! Bear in mind that the question
related to one who was not baptized. One
wonders how that grace could be extended to
such a one in Nashville, but not in
Herderson!

Further, those who were present at FHC
will recall that a concentrated effort was
made to ascertain brother Shelly’s position
regarding baptism "for the remission of
sins.,” He was repeatedly asked whether it
was necessary for baptism to be "for the

remission of sins,” and for the person being
baptized so to understand, in order for it to
be valid Scriptural baptism. He was fimally
pressed to the following conclusion:

HIGHERS: It would mt be your posi-
tion, then that a person who had
been immersed merely because he
wanted to please God, but if he
thought he was already saved, re-
gardless of whether he’d made some
confession that God for Christ’s
sake had pardoned his sins, you
wouldn’t believe that he’d been
scripturally baptized

SHELLY: T would not.

HIGHERS: Im glad to hear you say
that, and I'm glad to have it on
record.

SHELLY: It thas been on record in any
number of sermons I've preached over
twenty-five years.

Now, having heard or read the preceding
exchange would any person entertain any doubt
about brother Shelly’s position? It would
seem perfectly plain, and I believe the
impression was left with the audience, that
baptism merely to please God armd not in order
to be saved would mot be Scriptural baptism.
Further, this initial comment was made to the
assembly: 'Only a person who has believed
in Jesus Christ, turned away from every sin
of which he’s conscious in his life, and has
been immersed in Jesus’ name unto the
remission of his sins is, so far as I
understand the New Testament, a Christian. I
have never said that amy other such person is
a Christian or should be recognized as such
or extended fellowship in one of our local
bodies.” Again: '"One is mot a Christian who
has not submitted himself to the New
Testament requirement of baptism unto the
remission of his sins." (Moore debate).

Language either means what is says, or it
does mot. A proposition is not both true amd
false at the same time. Either one must be
immersed for the remission of sins to be a
Christian, or not. Which is it? 1In the
foregoing statement made to the forum
audience at FHC, ard onme statement made in
debate with a denominational preacher (which
should be reflective of "twenty-five years"
of preaching), it is uniformly indicated that

(Contimued on page 23)
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the baptism must be administered "for the
remission of sins" in order to be Scriptural

baptism!

As it happens, however, things are cast in
an entirely different light in Nashville
behind the typewriter than they are in
Henderson before an 1inquiring multitude.
Unknown to me, and unknown to the host of
sincere brethren assembled at FHC, brother
Shelly had written an article for his
bulletin entitled, WHAT ARE THEY SAYING
ABOUT BAPTISM?" Here is what brother Shelly
was saying about it:

"Before baptizing anyone, 1 try to
be sure he or she understands as much
as possible about the significance of
the deed. I do mot admimister exams,
however, or require the regurgitation
of any particular baptismal creed,

Lately I have been bothered by two
false teachings about baptism which
are being circulated within our
fellowship. False doctrine #l: “Un-
less one expressly understands that
baptism is "for (i.e., unto) the re-
mission of sins,” he has not been
baptized for the right reason, is
still in his sins, and needs to be
baptized again., "

Now we know. Now we learn not only that
baptism need not be "for the remission of
sins," but to require such an understanding
is, of all things, a "false doctrine' about
baptism! Pity Peter on Pentecost (Acts
2:38). Furthermore, brother Shelly informs
us that he does not require the regurgitation
(look it up) of "any particular baptismal
creed." I wonder if some brethren who were
"taken id' by brother Shelly’s platitudes at

the forum might not feel they have been.

betrayed. The day he offered his
"clarification' at the forum was February 9,
1984; the date of the foregoing article is
February 1, 1984. 1In other words, it was
already written when he traveled to FHC to
assure us that it was not Scriptural baptism
if one was baptized thinking he was already
saved !

"O what a tangled web we weave,
When first we practice to deceive!"

Brother Shelly tells us, "I beg to be
excused from both false doctrines! He was

not so direct when we were earnestly seeking
to discover his position at the Open Forum!
(The second doctrine he discusses is not
pertinent here).

To continue with his article dated
Febrvary 1, 1984:

""'Several years ago I spent a couple
of hours studying with an elderly man
about his spiritual needs. The sub-
ject of baptism arose, and he was
hopelessly confused about certain
aspects of the topic-—especially about
its relationship to salvation. He
didn’t know whether he thought some-
body ®just had to be baptized’ to go
to heaven. 'Did Jesus command bap-
tism?” I asked, ‘and will one who
wants to follow Christ obey his com—
mands? He said, ‘Of course!” He was
baptized that very hour."

If this illustration is not a direct con-
tradiction to what brother Shelly said at
the forum, and to the entire impression
which he conveyed, then language means only
what we want it to mean and words are no
longer rational expressions of ideas. Here
you have a man who obviously did not think
baptism was essential to salvation, and he
was baptized only to obey God in the generic
sense that baptism is a command. Brother
Shelly knew this was his position at the very
time that we were pressing him for an answer
about his position on baptism. Why, why, why
did he not answer forthrightly?

He himself said well: "I have more respect
for the ‘anti’ who flies his true colors and
leaves our fellowship than for the liberal
who is deceitfully leading brethren astray!"
(FHC 1970).

Yea, verily!

NOTES

l« All statements from Rubel Sheily are exact quotations
either from books, tracts, or tapes; emphasis has been
added in some cases for clarity.

2. Sources ae: Speech at Centerville, Tennessee,|983;
speech at Memphis, Tennessee [984; comments at FHC
Open Forum, 1984; FHC Lectures; Shel ly-Dunning
Debate; Shel ly-Moore Debate; Simple Studies About
Christs Church; Ashwood church bulletin, and Tracts
"Is the Church of Christ Just Another Denomination?"
"id Christ Establish One or Many Churches?"
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Tenth Annual Lectureship

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL
May 13—17, 1984

j‘e preacﬁing O/ jAe Crod:i

| I Corinthians 1: 18—31
SUNDAY, MAY 13

9:00 A.M. The Cross: Evidence Of Divine . . . . . . + .« PBill Coss
10:00 A,M. The Cross And The Gospel +» +« « o+ « o« o o Mitchell Temple
7:00 P.M. The Preaching Of The Cross + « « « =+ Ernest Underwood
8:00 P.M. = At The Foot Of The Cross e« e o o o o » o Bill Jackson

MONDAY, MAY 14

1:00 P.M., Cursed Is Everyone That Hangeth On a Tree . . . Clifford Dixon
2:00 P,M. Obedient Unto Death, Even The Death Of The Cross . Bill Jackson
3:00 P.M. Jesus Prepares His Apostles . . . . « « « . John Priola
7:00 P.M. I Will Not Leave You Comfortless . . « « .+ . JEarl Godwin
8:00 P.M. The Atonement Of The Cross . . . «. « « + .« o Bill Cline
TUESDAY, MAY 15

8:30 AM. FEnemies Of The Cross Of Christ . . « . . . Jas. C.W. Dixon
9:30 A.M. Friends Of The Cross Of Christ . « « « « « o Kerwin McKee
10:30 A.M. The Joy Of The Cross . e o o o o+ « Kenneth Cook
1:00 P.M. Golgotha: The Place Of The Skull e+ ¢ o o o Melvin Hampton
2:00 P,M. Preparation To Preach The Cross (No. 1) + .+ . + . Roy J. Hearn
3:00 PM. The Boldness Of The Preaching Of The Cross ... Ervin Brantley
7:00 P.M. Making The Cross Of None Effect . . . . . . .Grady Miller
8:00 P.M. The Cross Of Reconcillation . . . . . . . . .M. W. Kiser
WEDNESDAY, MAY 16

8:30 AM. The Offence Of The Cross . .« . « + « « o . John Gross
9:30 AOMs My Glory In The Cross o+ o« o« o s+ o o o Glen Wilcutt
10:30 A.M. Preparation To Preach The Cross (No. 2) .« « « Roy J. Hearn
1:00 P.M. The Cross In Restoration Preaching . . . . Dennis Gulledge
2:00 P.M. Persecution For The Cross Of Christ . . . . . Bill Dillon
3:00 P.M. The Cross: The Power Of God . . . . . o . . . Ira Rice
7:00 P.M. The Cross And Conflict Of The Ages . . . . . Howard Allen
8:00 P.M. Nailed To The Cross « .+ « + . & « « o« . o Alan Brown
THURSDAY, MAY 17

8:30 A,M., The Malfactors On The Cross . + +« o« o o+ « » o Jeff Orr
9:30 AJLM. It Is Finished . . . e+ o o ¢ o o s e e Ben Vick
10:30 A.M. Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me . e e« o o o o o Bill Irby
1:00 P.M. The Preacher Of The Cross Of Chrlst e« s+ o « o Charles Blair
2:00 P,M. Take Up His Cross . . e o & & o o Tom Snyder
3:00 PM. Truly This Was The Son Of God e e s s e s » Fred Davis
7:00 P.M, The Vicarious Suffering Of The Cross . . . . . Rex Turner
8:00 P.M. The Cross Of Christ In Time And Eternity . . . . . Jim Boyd
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A RESPONCE TO JACK LEWIS ON ISAIAH 7:14 (No. 1)

Robert R. Taylor Jr.

During 1982~83 brother Jack P. Lewis of

‘the -Harding Graduate School in Memphis,
" Tennessee, has written in their school bulle-
¥ tin two articles dealing with Version matters
. and a third dealing with Isaiah 7:14 and

Matthew 1:22,23, T have responded to the two

" on Versions in Defender articles which ap-

peared in Defender, May, 1983. This two-part
series will be a response to his Virgin Birth
article which appeared in the Harding

" Graduate School Of Religion Bulletin, March,
- 1983. Perhaps most readers of Defender did

not have access to this article. Here is the
lengthy title of his article plus all nine
paragraphs. This way every reader will know

exactly what he has said and mone can say I.

am taking unfair advantage of him by just
lifting here and there a statement. I could
only wish that all my critics on the Version
question had dealt with me in this fashion
but some have not. The Lewis title and
article:

I'VE HEARD THAT YOU DO NOT BELIEVE
THAT ISATAH 7:14 PREDICTS THE VIRGIN
BIRTH AND YET MATTHEW 1 SAYS IT
DOES: HOW DO YOU EXPLAIN THIS?

Every person who believes the New
Testament believes that Isaiah 7:14
predicts the Virgin Birth. Every
English translation on the market
teaches that Isaiah 7:14 predicts the
Virgin Birth, and any statement to the
contrary is either a misunderstanding
on the part of the one making it or is
a prejudicial slander.

The question involved is not, "Does
Isaiah 7:14 predict the Virgin Birth?"
Matthew 1:23 plainly declares that it

does, The question is, what does
Matthew mean when he said, "All this
took place to fulfill (plerothe) what

‘the Lord had spoken by the prophet.™?

One can attempt to impose a limiting
definition on "fulfill" and can accuse
all who differ with him of being unbe-
lievers; but that does mot establish
the validity of his definition. Most
of the discussion of the Virgin Birth
question I have heard on our lecture-

‘ships and which T have read in our

journals ignore the problems of defin~
ing "fulfilled" and of establishing
the validity of the definition being
used.

Traditiomally, beginning at least as
early as the time of Tertullian (2nd-
3rd cent. AD.), it has bee (sic)
argued that "fulfilled" can be used in
this verse of Matthew only to mean a
literal fulfillment that had no' prede-
cessor in figure or any successor.
However, Matthew, in chapter 2:15,
says that Jesus’ coming out of Egypt
fulfills a statement found in Hosea
11:15: (sic) "out of Egypt have 1
called my son' Matthew here uses the
same Greek word that he uses in chap-
ter 1:23. 1In its setting in Hosea,
the passage 1is talking about the
Exodus under Moses, Matthew is tell-
ing us that that event prefigured the
coming of Jesus out of Egypt. Later
in chapter 2:18, Matthew uses the same
Greek work with "Rachel weeping for
her children. . . about a statement
in Jeremiah 31:15 which in its setting
plainly refers to the Babylonian

{Continued on page 27)
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CIVIL LAW VERSUS DIVINE LAW
Max R. Miller

God has ordained the civil servant to be
the avenger of His wrath in the social realm.
"The powers that be are ordained of God . . .
For he is the minister of God . . . he bear-
eth not the sword in vain: for he is the
minister of God. A revenger to execute wrath
upon him that doeth evil” (Rom. 13:1-7).
Christ Himself taught we are to "Render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to
God the things that are God's" (Mark 12:17).
Civil law governs the society of men, binding
laws of prohibition, stipulating penalties
for violation, incarcerating those who vio—
late the liberty amd rights of others, even
to take life from those who willfully take
the life of another. Civil law is a high
law, a divinely delegated authority, and all
men, Christian and non-Christian alike, are
subject to that power,

There is a law that is above Civil Law.
The ultimate law and authority of heaven
above and earth below is Divine Law, the law
of God. Civil law is to be in harmony with
Divine Law. 'He that ruleth over men must be
just, ruling in the fear of God" (II Sam.
23:3). Kings, governors, and all who rule in
the civil realm are to rule in righteousness
for "It is an abomination to kings to commit
wickedness: for the throme is established in
righteousness " (Prov. 16:12). For those who
endeavor to serve humanity in fairness and
equity "they shall spend their days in pros-
perity, and their years in pleasure. But if
they obey not, they shall perish by the
sword . . ." (Job 37:11, 12). God providen-
tially deposes those who violate His royal
code of righteousness.,

Where Civil Law imposes law contrary to
Divine Law, man is under no obligation or
duty to obey. Man’s rendering unto God the
things that are God’s supersedes his render-
ings unto Caesar. Peter and the apostles
were arrested amd by law forbidden to teach

and preach in the name of Christ. These
humble men, not insurrectionist, or rebels,
neither practitioners of '"peacable civil

disobedience,” simply stated their allegiance
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- (Rom. 13:9).

to the higher law, "We ought to obey God
rather than men' (Acts 5:29). In the face of
this persecution of the apostles and the
perversion of civil law, one Gamaliel, a
doctor of the law, offered sage advice. '"Re-
frain from these men, and let them alone: for
if this counsel or this work be of men, it
will come of nought: But if it be of God, ye
cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found
even to fight against God (Acts 5:38,39).

Gallio, a pagan of the first century,
compreherded that which many of our twentieth
century jurist fail to grasp. Jews brought
Paul to his court; Gallio was to make a
judgment whére God had already legislated,
but he responded by saying, "I will be no
judge of such matters. And he drove them
from the judgment seat" (Acts 18:12-16).

God’s law has legislated against the formr
icator. "Thou shalt not commit adultery"
Those who do, and are adomantly
unrepentant, are to be rejected from the body
of Christ. His church, Christians, are to
have no fellowship with them. The adulterers
continued unrepentant presence in the church
subjects the whole body to defilement.
Paul’s advice for a situation at Corinth was:
"In the name [authority] of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when ye are gathered together [church
action] . . . deliver such a ome wunto Sa-
tan . . . Purge out therefore the old
leaven . ... put away from among your-
selves that wicked person' (I Cor. 5:1-13).

The Lord’s church in Collinsville,
Oklahoma is a parallel to the church at
Corinth. However, Civil Law has usurped
Divine Law, ruling in favor of a confessed
and unrepentant adulteress, giving financial
judgment in favor of the formicator and
against God’s Kingdom in the sum of $390.000.
(The judgment is being appealed). To identi-
fy a confessed adulteress is not to slander,
neither is it a defamation of character.
Catholics, Mormons amd other religions for
ages have excommunicated their immoral mem-
bers—--without the meddlings of Civil Law.

(Contlm.ted on page 30)
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Response (Cont. from page 25)

% exiles. That event prefigured the

weeping of the people of Bethlehem
over their children.

With two indisputable examples of how
Matthew used '"fulfilled" in the birth
stories to mean a typical fulfillment,
why has one denied the faith if he
thinks Matthew uses a third (namely,
Isa., 7:14) in exactly the same way?
Why should one try to pour the Lord
and Matthew into his mold of
definition?

As Isaiah told Hezekiah that the sign
(the same word used in Isa. 7:14) that
the Assyrian danger would pass was
that in three seasons cultivation
would be going on (Isaiah 37:30)—that
is, the sign was a span of time
measured by three seasons—so Isaiah
told Ahaz that in the time it takes a
woman to produce a child (nine
months), plus the time required for
the child to learn right and wrong,
the danger Ahaz was afraid of would
pass. The sign is the span of time
involved. The name Immanuel is given
the child to symbolize the help the
Lord gave in giving the deliveramce.
This term is used (not as a nmame) in
this way in Isa. 8:10.

Matthew, then, tells us that the Lord
was revealing more in that passage of
Isaiah than one would see if he had
heard the statement unaided (as Ahaz
did) or if he read it unaided. The
birth involved in that span of time
prefigured the birth of Jesus. Jesus
was virgin born, anmd the only person
in history to be so born in the tech-
nical sense in which we understand
"virgin, that is, ore born without a
human father,

The strength of this approach to the
question of the Virgin Birth is that
it gives a logical solution to every
problem of Isaiah 7:14 It interprets
the passage in its context; it shows
how the statement made could have had
meaning to Ahaz in his problem; and it
does not make Isaiah say to unbeliev-—
ing Ahaz, "Seven hundred years from
now the Lord will do something that
will prove you wrong." The Greek,
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Latin, and English translators have
never consistently remdered ‘almah by
one term in all its occurremces (Gen.

24:43; Ex. 2:8; Ps. 68:26; Prov.
30:19; 1Isa. 7:14; Song of Somngs 1:3;
6:8). While there are no cases in the

Bible where this term is used for a
married woman, the discussion has now
shifted out to its use in the cognate
Semitic languages where there are
alleged cases that it refers to women
ot technically virgin

The explanation given above shows how
‘almah means "a young woman,”" the sex
opposite of ‘elem which is rendered
"strippling," or "youth" in its two
occurrences (1 Sam. 17:56; 20:22).
The masculine amd feminine terms are
like "lad" and '"lass" in English.
Finally, this approach lets Matthew
define his own use of "fulfilled."

This explanation is not in any sense a
rejection of the Virgin Birth pre-
diction. 1t is only a rejection of
some people’s definition of the word
"fulfilled.”

—Jack P. lewis

My Response To The Foregoing

It is eminently true that every believer
in the New Testament believes that Isailah
7:14 predicts the Virgin Birth. Further-
more, it is true that Matthew 1:22,23 settles
it owe and for all. No one therefore will
fault the opening Lewis declarations But
appended to that opening pronouncement in the
secornd sentence of his initial -paragraph is a
rather careless statement that I find to be
amazingly amazing. He gives a blanket state-
ment to the effect that every "English trans-
lation on the market teaches that Isaiah 7:14
predicts the Virgin Birth, and any statement
to the contrary is either a misunderstanding
on the part of the one making it or it is
prejudicial slander.,” Brother Lewis has
quite a reputation for making statements on
controversial matters that strongly appear to
be from the top of his head and not well
thought through. He was taken to the prover—
bial woodshed by more than ore writer on his
sentiments about Authority and the Eldership
some years back. Brother Roy Deaver did such
in his Biblical Notes; Bobby Duncan did the
same in an editorial for Words Of Truth; I

(Continued on page 30)
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Response (Cont. from page 27) .
did the same in my book on The Elder And His

Work. If anything though, this careless
sentiment even tops the Authority-for-Elders
sentiments he expressed.

What A Shock This Must Be
To Modernistic Tramslators

It would doubtless be of intense interest
to hear some of the modernistic translators
of English Version such as the RSV, the NEB,
the TEV, etc., who thought they had ridded
Isaiah 7:14 of that detestable virgin birth
doctrine to learn now how mistaken they were
and to comment on this daring lewis declara-
tion. How utterly shocked they must be to be
told that instead of getting rid of it, they
had actually incorporated it. For a third of
a century now Harry M. Orlinsky has reveled
vunder the impression and with modernistic
pride satisfied that he and his RSV col-
leagues had eliminated virgin from Isaiah
7:14 with the "young womar' rendering., Now
‘brother lewis assures him and all of us that
they taught the virgin birth in Isaiah 7:14
in spite of all attempts to eliminate it.
They intended to tamper with the passage and
thought they had and now we are told that
they taught the very thing they intended not
to teach in Isaiah 7:14—the virgin birth of
our Lord, Orlinsky does not believe Isaiah
says one single, solitary thing about Mary as
virgin and Jesus as her virgimconceived and
virgin-born Somn.

A Critical Look At His
So—Called Supportive Proof

Every English translation of Isaiah 7:14
ought to teach the virgin birth of our Lord.
The ones that are loyal to the Hebrew text
and the lexical significance of "ha almah' in
Isaiah 7:14 do so teach. Brother lewis does
not bother to tell us how a modernistic ver-
sion that removes virgin from the text and
injects young woman in its place can teach

the virgin birth except to say tnat uaciie-
l:§3vp1§inly declares that it does. But if

"young woman' is the correct rendering in
Isaiah 7:14 and has reference to some woman
contemporary with Isaiah and Ahaz, then there
can be mo fulfillment of such in Matthew
1:22,23. If this "young woman" of Isaiah’s
day was later married and conceived the son
in a marital union, then obviously there can
be no link at all between her and Matthew’s
virgin in 1:22,23 who has conceived and
will soon give birth to a Son without any
man’s help. If Isaiah’s "young woman" of
eighth century Judah was ummarried and con-
ceived a child and gave birth to the same as
an umarried woman, then the conception and
birth were of an illegitimate nature. As
such she and her son surely could have mno
prophetic or predictive affinity with Mary
and our Lord in the New Testament. If so,
how, How, HOW? Furthermore, Isaiah speaks of
"the virgin)' So does Matthews There is no
room in either passage for a woman and her
son in eighth century Judah and another and
her Son in Matthew 1:22,23,. If so, how, How,
HOW? These modernistic versions such as the
RSV, the NEB, the TEV, etc., get Isaiah 7:14
and Matthew 1:22,23 clear out of harmonious
gear with each other.

We have mot misunderstood the intention of
modernistic translators to rid Isaiah 7:14
of the virgin birth dogma which they hate,
detest and despise so deeply. And it is mot
prejudicial slander to expose their rank
modernism on such and to show how they have -
gotten Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:22,23 clear .
out of translational gear with each other. If :
Isaiah does mot teach the virgin birth of our 4
Loxd in 7:14, then there is positively mo way
Matthew can teach it in 1:22,23. If so, how,
How, HOW? Tt is my seasoned judgment that
brother Lewis’ misunderstanding finger is
pointed the wrong direction. Likewise, his
accusation of prejudicial slander also is
pointed the wrong direction. E

{To be concluded)

s i s o il i Foda i v

Civil Law (Continued from page 26)

Why do they now believe it their place to
rule on the Lord’s church in Collinsville?
Why do not the advocates of no prayer in
public school, those who oppose the Genesis
account of creation in school textbooks, all
those who demand the separation of church and
state also oppose the civil courts ruling
on a Biblical teaching as administered by the
Collinsville church? 1If there is to be a
separation of church and state, the civil and
religious (and there should be) why cannot
the court see they have no jurisdiction in
the case of the church withdrawing fellowship
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from a confessed fornicator. Surely a mis- :
carriage of justice with the wicked rewarded
and the just condemned. 3

"We ought to obey God rather than men” :
(Acts 5:29). Llet not the church of the liv- :
ing God be intimidated by the judgments of
the world, We commend the church at Collins- j
ville for their past actions and their deter— ;
mination to continue in the way of Divine
Law, doing the will of God in all things. .
May they also be an example and an encourage- -
ment to the body of Christ that meets in;
every place. 2




. In preparation for a lesson on prayer I
fead, "And he spake a parable unto them to
this end, that men ought always to pray, and
ot to faint" (Luke 18:1). Immediately, I
fuas intrigued by the word "faint,"” as I
bould recall its use in other passages.
fiowever, before we consider the others we
fiill need a working definition.

The word "faint" is used to translate two
ireek words, and both are found six times
Bach. One Greek word means ''weak or weary,"
nl the other means "to relax)' If you have
leen someone faint you recognize both mean-
Hings. Thus, when it comes to prayer we must
mever grow weak, weary or relax; just the
‘verse, we must grow strong, rested and vi-
brant.

¥ In a real sense our greatest enemy is
Fatigue. T recall reading about the case of
A plane crash being due to metal fatigue. It
Beems that metal under constant stress in
fime will weaken and finally loose its
Btrength. As Christians we are warned a
mmber of times in this regard but no more
Mescriptively than at Hebrews 12:12,13:
f'Wherefore 1ift up the hands which hang down,
{‘3: the feeble knees; And make straight paths
for your feet, lest that which is lame be
Zurned out of the way; but lest it rather be

i What was the problem" In short, a genera-
ftion of Jewish converts have been under going
ithe bone wearying experience of facing Jewish
fhostile opposition day in and day out for
fyears. Now tired and weary they were ready
tto relax in their commitment to the Christ
tand to turn back., Beck certainly understood
sthis when he translated the passage to read:
gAnd so, if your hands are letting go, take a
firm hold; if you feel weak in your knees,
stand firm and march on without wavering.

Paul reninds us, "And let us not be weary
gin well doing: for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9). It is one
‘'thing to be told, but an entirely different
~matter to be motivated to accomplish it, The
.next time you feel like giving in and giving
iup, consider:

blood,

FAINT NOT

Curtis Dowdy

The Example of Christ: "For consider him
that endured such contradiction of sinners
against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint
in your minds, Ye have mot yet resisted unto
striving against sin"' (Heb. 12:3,4).
When we become "wearied and faint" in our
minds, as we all do at times, remember that
Jesus had that feeling in the garden (Luke
22:42-44); that He prayed, that He was re-
freshed, and then went on to carry out the
Father’s will by shedding Hls blood on the
cross,

Our weariness comes from trying to go it
alone. We, too, can be strengthened arnd
refreshed, just as Jesus was, through medita-
tion and prayer. Don’t give up., Jesus
didn’t!

The Mercy of God: "Therefore secing we
have this ministry, as we have received
mercy, we faint not" (II Cor. 4:1).

Paul’s ministsry was demanding upon him
mentally and physically, and, no doubt, there
were times when he could have fainted. He
tells us, "We are troubled on every side, yet
not distressed; we are perplexed, but mot in
despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast -
down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about .
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that
the life also of Jesus might be made manifest
in our body" (II Cor. 4:8-10). What was it
that caused Paul to "hang-in-there"? He had
received mercy! In 1T Corinthians 4:15 he
speaks of the "abundant grace." Thus, odr
motivation is forgiveness from a loving God
which inspires us to keep on. :

This same Paul was told by God, '"My grace
is sufficient for thee" (II Cor. 12:9). There
is a grace from God to match every need of
man. Don't faint; look to the Father for
help in every time of meed; 'Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throune of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need" (Heb. 4:16).

His grace and mercy is ever available—
DON'T FAINT!
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: In the spirit of Judah, who called upon

his brothers to commit a sort-of "half sid'
éﬁrln selling Joseph instead of murdering him
i{Gen. 37:27) it seems evident that there are
wbrethren today who are attempting to build
ESemi-Crossroads Superchurches. Crossroads is
fthe congregation in Gainesville whose "master
dplar' involves (1) an unscriptural Old Testa-
ent name, (2) unscripturally dividing the
ord’s church, and (3) aidingi endorsing, and
ncouraging religious error. These pseudo-
Crossroads brethren usually have some or all
f the following characteristics.

5 1. They may be afraid to openly invite
.. Chuck lucas or other Gainesville members to
=8peak at their various programs, but they
+#will use speakers who do fellowship Cross-
Zroads and "satellite churches.)' They may bid
Godspeed to error (II John 10-11) indirectly
y announcing speakers at pro-Crossroads

hurches in other areas,

2. They may use singing groups such as the
:80—called In His Image Quartet which sings at
%Crossroads’ Seminars, thus changing '"the
Zglory of the incorruptible God for the like-
#ess of an image of corruptible man" (Rom.
%:1:23), In His Image is such a misnomer
% (Rom. 8:29)!

: 3. Whereas they may have formerly stood up
against error on the important subject of
‘marriage-divorce-remarriage, they now capit-
ulate to bondservants of error-—-those who
deny the Bible doctrine of repentance (Acts

THE SEMI—-CROSSROADS SUPERCHURCH

Terry M. Hightower

2:38) (Jimmy Allen, Jerry Jonmes, J. D. Bales,
et al).

4, Thelr leaders may make trips to Cross—
road "satellites" in order to gather informa-
tion on building a Superchurch having things
like family life centers, evangelistic Bible
talks, indoor basketball courts. First and
foremost one will discover that these
brethren equate success with being "fast-
growing'--with ultimate success being cen-
tered on a mmerical count of baptisms. '"Woe
unto you . . .for ye compass sea and lanmd to
make one proselyte; and when he is become so,
ye make him twofold more a son of hell than
yourselves" (Matt. 23:15).

5. The elders (if any) may have at one
time taken Titus 1:9 seriously: 'holding to
the faithful word which is according to the
teaching, . . .able both to exhort in the
sound doctrine, and to convict the gain-
sayer." Once cautious and wary, these men
may have "thrown caution to the wind" in
their effort to become a Superchurch.

6. Their preacher may be a young, 'pro~
moter—type' who has meither time mor inclina-
tion to deal with "issues in the brother-
hood"--you know, such "trivial" matters as
anti{-ism, premillenialism, adultery. He may
suggest such things as "Don't say baptism—
say yleld or submit yourself.' Usually he is
very difficult to "pin down," refusing to
answer important questions by others who are
trying to find out where he is doctrinally.

(Continued on page 39)



THE PASSING AWAY OF BROTHER LEE COOK

Winston Temple

Brother Joseph lee Cook of Blackmon,
Florida passed from this earth into eternity
on April 27, 1984, He was 77 years of age.
It is just and fitting that a few words
should be written about my dear friend and
faithful brother in Christ. Brother lee, is
survived by his wife, Allene, two daughters
and one son.

Brother amd sister Cook have been faithful
followers of the Lord for many years. It can
truly be said brother Cook’s works follow
after him. He was a sacrificial giver. This
writer does not know exactly how many
preachers, missionaries and orphans that have
been helped by brother amd sister Cook both
physically and spiritually, but he does know
that he himself has been helped by this
family time and time again.

When this writer was preaching for the
Church of Christ in Baker, Florida, brother
and sister Cook were then attending that
congregation, Time and time again they were
trying to help promote both the church there
and anywhere else they could.

On one occasion, the contribution on
Surday was about five hundred dollars above
what it normally was. The question was asked
why was it so high. A brother replied: "Lee
has probably sold some more cows.' Most of
the time when extra money was needed for the
cause of Christ, brother Lee would either
sell something he owned, or borrow the money.

DEFENDER

Editor

Max R. Miller
Associate Editor
Winston C. Temple

Christ,
32506-1798.
Pensacola, Florida
contributions to be used in operational expenses. [

Many times, he would sell something and give
every penny of what he had received to the
church, Brother lLee was not a rich man. He
just simply loved the Lord and His church
with all of his heart.

Brother Cook was a great supporter of the
Bellview Preacher Training School and also of
Defender. If it were not for good people
like brother Lee and his wife, schools,
papers and such like works would greatly
suffer,

Brother lee was also a firm believer in
home Bible studies and prayer. The night
before, he died the next day, he and sister
Cook had read and discussed the first two
chapters in Exodus, and had prayer. Even
though the children were grown and and gone
away from home, the family devotion was still
carried on. At the time of his death he ard

sister Cook were in a home Bible study with

one of their neighbors, Such was the man,

lee Cook.
Brother lee was a member of the Union Hill
Church of Christ, Union Hill, Alabama.

1lived.

and may we live and die as he did, faithful
in the Lord.
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He -
was a strong and vibrant influence in both
the church and the community in which he
We all who have been touched by this :
great and good man’s life will greatly miss :
him, but we pray for more like him and his, ';
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In the first of this two-part series I
gave verbatim an article written by brother
Jack P. Lewis- on Isaiah 7:14 and which
appeared in the Harding Graduate School
March, 1983. Then the first part
of my response to it appeared. My final
response will constitute the thrust of this
second and final article,

That Strategic Word "Fulfill"

The main thrust of the lLewis article under
~ current review is not so much on almah,
" Hebrew word for virgin, as upon Matthew’s
employment of the word fulfill., It is very
obvious that he rejects the straightline
Messianic import of Isaiah 7:14 and its ex-
" lusive fulfillment in Matthew 1:22,23. Like
- all the devotees of this dual fulfillment he
 evasively omits informing us who the woman-
son team were that partially fulfilled Isaiah
7:14 in eighth century Judah. I have been
asking devotees of this dual position for
- names for years. None of them know. Even if
they guess, they know, and so do I, that they
- have not a shred of indisputable proof for
. their prophetic game of guesswork. This is
surely an unenviable position for scholars
(?) to fill! I would give up a position that
I could not defend any better than these
unsually do relative to this eighth century
woman and her son who either partially ful-
filled Isaiah’s promise or in some evasive
manner served as a type of what Mary and
Jesus later experiemnced.

Brother Lewis thinks he has found two
perfect parallels relative to bolster his
position. These supposedly explain how
Matthew uses fulfill., The first is of Jesus’
being called out of Egypt (Matt. 2:15; Hosea
11:1) ard Rachel’s weeping for her children
(Matt., 2:18; Jer, 31:15), It is true that
fulfill is used in both of these cases but
that does not establish perfect parallels to
Matthew 1:22,23 and for obviously cogent
reasons. Brother Lewis utterly fails to
recognize the difference between two well
known historical events in the 0ld Testament
(Israel called out of Egypt at the time of
the Exodus and the weeping that occurred on
the eve of the Babylonian Exile) which served

‘RESPOI\'ISE TO BROTHER JACK LEWIS ON ISAIAH 7:14 (No. 2)

Robert R. Taylor

as real types and thus which truly prefigured
Christ’s being called out of Egypt as a babe
and the weeping that accompanied the
slaughter of the innocent babes in Bethlehem
and a prophecy in the Old Testament that has
no historical occurrence in Isaiah’s day and
its lome or orme time occurrence in the New
Testament with Mary and the Lord.

Brother lewis, regardless of his advanced
degrees and his many years of teaching on the
graduate level, really needs to do some more
homework on types and antitypes. There is a
typical fulfillment in the cases of Israel
and the Exodus and the Christ who is called
out of Egypt subsequent to Herod’s death.
There is a typical fulfillment between
Rachel’s weeping for her children relative to
the Exile and the weeping that occurred in
the slaughter of the innocents in Matthew 2.
Now just where is the type in the 0Old Testa-
ment of which Matthew 1:22,23 is a typical
fulfillment? Brother Lewis does not contend
there was a virgin birth in Isaiah’s time.
He says Jesus is the only person who was
"born without a human father.' This but
means there was mno virgin comception and no
virgin birth in Isaiah’s day. But that is
the very thing that would be demanded in
Matthew 1:22,23 is a third typical fulfill-
ment along with Matthew 2:15 and 2:18, If
not, why NOT?

Poor Old, Mistreated, Ignored Ahaz

Like nearly all the devotees of the dual
fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14 brother lewis is
concerned about Ahaz' and whether the passage
had any meaning to him and his problem of
threatened invasion from the two powers to
his north—that of Syria and Israel. Why all
this worry about Ahaz? He was a despicable
and diabolical character as the unfolding of
his infamous life reveals in II Chronicles
28, He filled a large catalogue with his
crimes and sins., Ahaz was offered help from
God through Isaiah the prophet in the
immediate context of Isaiah 7:l4, He sneer-
ingly and scoffingly rejected all proffered
aid. Isaiah turmed from Ahaz and addressed
the house of David in verses 13 and 14.
Obviously, the house of David is far more

(Continued on page 38)



IDENTIFYING THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH

Grady M. Miller

In Luke chapter two we read how the earth—
ly parents of Jesus left their twelve year
old son behimd in Jerusalem as they returned
home from celebrating the feast of Passover.
Thinking that Jesus was in the company of
family and friemds, Mary amd Joseph travelled
a full day’s journey amd then made camp for
the night. Upon discovering that Jesus was
not among their party, they maturally hurried
back to the city to find their lost son.

It was not until three days had passed
before Mary and Joseph came upon Jesus, sit-
ting in the temple and studying with the
Jewish scholars. Of those days that His
parents spent searching ard worrying Luke
says nothing, but any parent who has ever
"lost" a child for any length of time will
know exactly what Mary and Joseph did. They
retraced their steps of the past few days:
they returned to where they lodged, where
they ate, the places they had visited, and
asked everyone they came upon if Jesus had
been seen. Time and again they would have
given a description of Jesus—-so tall, so
heavy, the color of His eyes and hair, and
what He was wearing. It would have been
their hope and prayer that when they de-
scribed their boy someone would say, 'Ves,
I've seen Him" or "I know where He is!" No
doubt they also enlisted the help of whatever
family and friemds they had in Jerusalem in
their search for their lost son as well.

How Are Things To Be Identified?

We have related this familiar story be—
cause it introduces the important principle
of identification. We may take it for grant-—
ed, but there is great value and reason to be
found in distinguishing marks. All people,
places, amd things may be classified by what
they are or are not, what they have or do not
have, or by some other feature.

For example, should we discover that our
car is missing from our driveway and we sus—
pect it was stolen, we would describe it to
the police as precisely ard accurately as
possible. We would mot want them to return
someone else’s car to us, but the one we own;
therefore, we would specify the make and
- model, calor and bodystyle, and license num—
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ber. In this way we would insure that the
police would not search for a green Ford
with North Carolina tags if we owned a white
Buick with Tennessee license plates.

Here is a principle we recongize every
day. If we go to a library with thousands of
books on the shelves, we may find the ore we
want by searching for it by subject, author,
or mumber. In a city of thousands of homes,
we finmd our destination by street amd house
number. If we go to the doctor, he will
diagnose our ailment by determining what our
symptoms are or are not. And, when we go to
the cleaners the clerk will pass by hundreds
of suits to pick out the onme with our name on
it.

Obviously, there are both positive and
negative principles of identification. Not
only can we determine what things are, but
also what they are not. Consider again the
example of the lost child Jesus. Had someone
pointed out to Mary and Joseph a red-headed,
freckled-faced teenage boy, they would have
known instantly that the youth was not their
son. Oftentimes we feel the meed to deter-
mine what someore or something is, or is not.

Such a common sense approach may be:
utilized in regard to the church we read
about in the Bible. While there may be;
hundreds of churches in existence today, by’
observing certain marks and identifying:
features we can determine which one is the:
church that Jesus built (Matt. 16:18), and @
may also judge which may be a flawed imita-
tion of that divine institution.

Marks That Identify The Lord“s Church

AR il bt on ok

The church that Jesus built is a distinc—
tive imstitution. It is composed of a select
people, carries on a divine work, and isj
organized after a Scriptural pattern. Should 3
we find—anywhere and at any time—a group of §
people that fit the pattern, they must be thej
church of Christ. If we find a group of]}
worshippers organized in a religious communi-}
ty (or, a church) that does not fit they
pattern, they cannot be called the Lqrd’é
church. 7



# What are some of the distinctive traits of
ghe church Jesus built? What will help us
get it apart from others? How can the
genuine article be distinguished from the
counterfeit? While a great many things might
pe mentioned, we want to examine these marks
that matter.

The church that Jesus built is guided
golely by the authority of Christ. Indeed,
He is "the head over all things to the
church" (Eph. 1:22). The authority that
others wield--apostles and bishops, for
example—-is a vested and divine authority,
given to them by Jesus (Acts 1:5-8). As
such, the New Testament is looked upon as
binding and absolute. When a church follows
the teachings of Jesus, therefore, it may be
identified with that church we read about in
the Bible. However, when a church presumes
to originate "church law" and legislate on
matters that Jesus has already given a man-
date in His word, that church is clearly not
the church of Christ, Councils, conventions,
and the policies of men cannot rival a simple
“"thus saith the Lord."

The church that Jesus built worships God
in spirit and in truth., Our God is to be
praised, adored and glorified "in the church"
(Eph. 3:21). The guidelines for worship are
found in the New Testament, ¢Christians are
to sing praises to God, "making melody in
your heart to the Lord" (Eph. 5:19).
Prayers are to be addressed to God the Father
(Luke 11:2) through Jesus Christ His Son
(John 14:13). The Lord’s Supper, the only
Scriptural momument to Jesus, is to be ob-
served on the first day of the week (Acts
20:7). Christians are to contribute finan
cially to the work of the kingdom (1 Cor.
16:1,2); their offerings are to be liberal (1
Cor. 16:2) and given in a cheerful spirit (2
Cor. 9:7). And, when Christians assemble
they are to build up their faith by mutual
encouragement and study of the Word of God (1
Cor. 14). Any departure from the God-
ordained pattern of worship—mechanical in-
struments of music, praying to Mary, or some
other mortal, a less than weekly remembrance
of the sacrificial death of Jesus by par-
taking of His supper—is evidemce that such a
people have left the foundations which are in
Christ.

The church that Jesus built believes,
teaches, and practices all the doctrine of

Christ. Certainly, the most common defense
of the modern denominational system of many
churches is the truism that all groups prac-
tice part (or even much) of what Jesus
taught. How often have you heard someone say
"every church teaches some truth," or "every-
one has their own interpretations'? Each
faction is thought to emphasize a particular
teaching or stress a specific application of
the gospel. But, the church of the first
century was urged to speak and do all in the
name or by the authority of Jesus (Col.
3:17). All believers were to walk by the
same rule and mind the same thing (Phil.
3:16). There can be mo Biblical justifica-
tion in teaching and practicing only part of
what Jesus has authorized. Should we ever
find ourselves in partrership with a people
content to observe less that the "whole coun-
sel of God" we must realize that we are
joined to something alien to the body of
Christ.

Conclusion

Admittedly, much of the religious world
holds little concern for identifying the
church that Jesus built, Many will be quick
to tell you that such a thing cannot be done.
Others will claim that such a thing need not
be done; after all, "all churches are the
churches of Christ" and "onme church is just
as good as another."

Then, too, when some '"choose a church" it
is evident that there are other factors that
influence their decision. What may recommend
a church? Some are spellbourd by traditionm,
money, prestige, social status, impressive
worship ceremony, cool and dignified re-
straint, unbridled emotionalism, and on and
on we could go, Many will make their reli-
gious choice in much the same way they decide
who they will vote for; ome thing either
greatly appeals or repulses them, and they
stake their decision on that.

Nevertheless, we plead with our readers to
weigh carefully what we have said in regard
to identifying the Lord’s church. You can so
do it, and with your own Bible in hand! We
challenge you to examine the church of Christ
that meets in your community. "Come and see"
(John 1:46). Do mot "join the church of your
choice)' Instead, find fellowship with God
in the church of His choicel
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Response Continued from page 35)
comprehensive than just adamant Ahaz and his
intense infidelity toward the God of Judah—
Jehovah. Employment of plural pronouns adds
additional weight that verses 13 and 14 are
addressed to others——not Ahaz exclusive.

Brother Lewis seemingly thinks that Ahaz
must have received a meaning from Isaiah’s
sign to him. But how? Ahaz had just turned
down signs in the depths ard heights (obvious
ly supernatural in nature) and yet somehow a
young woman and her son soon to be born in
that age would be a meaningful sign to a
rebellious and stubborn king who was totally
uninterested in supernatural signs offered
for help. Just what help an ordinary sign
like an unnamed and totally unknown woman and
her son in Judah would afford Ahaz is unclear
in this Lewis article. Contrary to the Lewis
affirmation that his typical approach to
Isaiah 7:14 and his usage of fulfill in
Matthew 1 and 2 solve every problem around
Isaiah 7:14, it really compounds the pro-
blems. He cannot tell us who the eighth
century woman was. He does not know the name
of her son, He has a typical fulfillment in
the New Testament for which there is no
correspording type of an historical nature in
the Old Testament at all and this by his own
admi ssion!

It is absolutely amazing how concerned
some people are for Ahaz and how little con-
cerned they are for what Isaiah really said
in 7:14 and what Matthew said was really
fulfilled in 1:22,23.

Dealing With Almah

Brother lLewis says that the Greek, Latin,
and English translators have never con-
sistently rendered almah by one termm in its
seven 0ld Testament occurrences which are
Genesis 24:43; Exodus 2:8; Psalm 68:26; Pro—
verbs 30:19; Isaiah 7:14; Song of Solomn 1:3
and 6:8., This is true but in all these
passages a virgin or maiden (one who has
never known man, one who has been comcealed
from carnal knowledge with any and all men)
is clearly set forth. He does mnot argue this
point to the contrary.

He refers to the shift that has now
developed. The shift is now so modermistic
that some so—called scholars are even denying
that any of the terms—--almah, bethulah or
parthenog—mean virgin, Brother Lewis refers
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to the shift to the "cognate Semitic
languages where there are alleged cases that
it refers to women mot technically virgin)
To what age is he referring for these cognate
Semitic languages? A good many of us would
be interested in knowing what "extra-
biblibcal"” records he has, if any, that go
back to Isaiah’s day amd which can have any

bearing on the true meaning of almah. If he

is going to refer to the usage of a term
hurdreds of years later and try to commect it
with usage in Isaiah’s day, this smacks of
how men have dealt with psallo by making it
possess a meaning in New Testament times that
it had lost years earlier. Relative to this
crucial matter brother Guy N Woods who is
far superior to Lewis as a Bible scholar has
said,

Is there substance to the claim that
Almah does not necessarily designate a
virgin, but may indeed signify no more
than a young woman? So some among us
now affirm, alleging that "extra-
biblical usage,’ supports this conclu-
sions The implication from this is
that the word was used in Isaiah’s day
in nonbiblical documents merely to
signify a "young woman,” The truth
is, there are no "extra-biblical"
documents available to us from
Isaiah’s day, and the implication is
disingenuous at best. Talmudic usage
hundreds of years removed, must not be
allowed to oppose an affirmation of
inspiration. The effort is identical
with that of those who seek to sustain
the use of mechanical instruments of
music in worship on the ground that
psallo in the New Testament, and
neither does the word Almah in Isaiah
7:14, to this point (The Living Mes—
sages Of The Books Of The 0ld Test-
ament, The Spiritual Sword Lectures,
1977, p. 261).

(Brother Lewis could learn much if he would
drive over to Getwell each fall and listen to
some of the great lectures there such as the
ore just quoted from the inimitable Woods).

The Biblical usage of almah is the deter—
mining factor—not some shift into "'extra-
biblical,"” Talmudic usage hundreds of years
later, the ever changing moderistic shifts
amoung the so~called scholars as to what the
Hebrew words of almah and bethulah either do
mean or do not mean and what the Greek term

(Continued on page 39)



gsroads (Continued fram page 33)
e could wonder if this type of "with-1t"

in the first century "questiod’ concern-
circumcision and Gentiles (Acts 15; Gal.

.
§ 7. The elders (if any) have allowed the

aforementioned "dynamic" preacher to get the
Mpeart and soul" of the congregation behind
pim and not them. He is a de facto or unof-
#icial elder with possible power to'bring
i;owd' the eldership in view of their lack of

g'exercising the oversight" (I Pet. 5:2).

£

- 8 While they may condemn other’s articles
and speeches for their supposed hyper-
‘eritical, facetious, negative attitude, they
can run articles in their bulletin which are
eritical, facetious, and negative about such
things as dangers in some versions of the
Bible. "For wherein thou judgest another,
thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judg-
‘est dost practice the same things" (Rom.

2:1).

9, While hesitant to openly endorse Cross—
roads or to explicitly urge the membership to
attend programs in Gainesville, the elders
may let their 110% pro-Crossroads members
become deacons and do such urging,

10. Members of the Semi-Crossroads Super—
church often get involved with Crossroad’s
Family Counseling Services in adopting babies
and in providing foster homes., While not
intrinsically wrong (Jas. 1:27), Crossroads
thereby has members of the Semi-Crossroads
Superchurch under a certain obligation It
is obvious that such a situation fosters
appreciation of the "Mother Church" in the
minds of many and desensitizes their dis-
cerning of error. (Crossroads also does this
by helping other churches financially).

11, These brethren are normally not nearly
as strong in their support of Christians,
churches, and/or schools that they know are
opposed to Crossroadism.

To the people of these Semi-Crossroads
Superchurches we ask in the word of Elijah:
"How long go ye limping between the two
sides?" (I Kings 18:21). Today this same

choice must be made, May God help us to make
the right one!

lgee Jackie M, Stearsman’s art-
icles in The Word of Life for January, 1981;
February, 1981; March, 1981, edited by
Franklin Camp. Also, my own article Logos
Churches of Christ on Crossroads’s logotype -
name.

Response (Continued from page 38)

of parthenos does or does not mean and any
resorting to alleged cases in cogmate Semitic
languages dealing with virgins.

Brother Lewis refers to almah and elem.
Why did he not tell us that elem in its lone
reference to David in I Samuel 17:56 refers
to David before he was married? It is mever
used of David after he was a married man.
Quite obviously, its other usage in I Samuel
20:22 comcerning the lad and the arrows is of
a boy mot yet married,

Conclusion

Brother Lewls says his explamation "is not
in any sense a rejection of the Virgin Birth
prediction But is is a rejection of the
straightline prediction with a one time and
ore time only fulfillment. If Isaiah pre-
dicted the Virgin Birth and there is none
other than Jesus to fulfill such, then Isaiah
7:14 was not fulfilled in any sense—partial
or typical--in the prophet’s day. It was
fulfilled totally and completely in Matthew’s
day. And this is how Matthew uses fulfilled
in Matthew 1:22,23 brother Jack P. lewis to
the contrary motwithstanding. No wonder some
of the preacher boys who leave our schools
are filled with doubts, are confused and
bewildered. They have been fed on unwhole-
some teaching.
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FALLING INTO THE HANDS OF GOD

W. Edwin Kearley

The writer of the Hebrew epistle said, "It
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God" (Heb. 10:31). There will be
a day when all shall be sentenced to enter
life or eternal death. Of the resurrection,
Jesus said, ". .. I will raise him up at the
last day" (John 6:44). There will be a last
day. Jesus tells us what will occur on the
last day. '"Marvel not at this: for the hour
is coming, in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice, amd shall come
forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurection of life, and they that have done
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation"
(John 5:28, 29).

Paul says that there will be a judgement
of the believers’ work. "For we must all
appear before the judgement seat of Christ;
that every one may receive the things done in
his body, according to that he hath donme,
whether good or bad" (II Cor. 5:10). De-
spite this plain statement, many insist, when
we fall into the haxds of God, we will mot be
judged by our works. ' They claim that the
body can mot do good. They further declare
judgement will be based on a momentary mental
assent that Jesus is the Son of God., This is
merely as assertion without any proof. It
is a conclusion drawn because they have
affirmed the body to be sinful and can do mo
good. They do not understand. man’s right of
choice. Paul said, "And if Christ be in you,
the body is dead because of sin; but the
spirit is life because of righteousness"
(Rom. 8:10). If we are alive spiritally, we
are allowing Christ to control the actions of
our body. However, if we allow sin to com-
trol our actions, we are dead spiritually.
The Bible says, " For if we sin willfully,
after that we have received the knowledge of
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice

for sins, but a certain fearful looking for
of judgment and fiery indignation, which
shall devour the adversaries" (Heb., 10:26-
27). The writer of Hebrews then makes a
comparison between the law of Moses and "its
requirements for punishment and the great
expectation of punishment under Christ. We
read, "He that despised Moses’ law died
without mercy under two or three witnesses:
of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye,
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted
the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done
despite unto the Spirit of grace?" (Heb.
10:28-29). How does one trod under foot. the
Son of God, and count His blocod an unholy
thing?

After listing a long list of sins Paul
said, "Who knowing the judgment of God, that
they which commit such things are worthy of
death, not only do the same, but have plea-.
sure in them that do them" (Rom. 1:32),

The Hebrew writer said, "For we know him
that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me,
I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again
the Lord shall judge His people" (Heb.
10:30). Jesus said, "The son of man shall
serd forth his angels, and they shall gather
out of his kingdom all things that offend,
and them that do iniquity; and shall cast
them into a furnace of fire: there shall be
wailingand gnashing of teeth" (Matt. 13:41-
42).

Theretore, ‘we must keep ourselves free
from sin and refuse to consent to the sins of
others. "It is a fearful thing to fall into
the hands of the living God" (Heb. 10:31).



FAILING TO BUILD THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD

Winston C. Temple

"It is time for you, O ye, to dwell in
your ceiled houses, and this house lie
waste?" (Haggai 1:4). These words were
spoken by Jehovah through the prophet Haggai
unto the remnant Jews who had returned from
Babylonian captivity. They had started to
rebuild the temple some sixteen years prior
to this address by the prophet, but due to
opposition, they had stopped building on the
house of the Lord and had built themselves
houses instead.

Some of us in the church of our Lord today
are like those Jews of Haggai’s time. We
dwell in our ceiled houses, and let the house
of God lie waste. We have our homes, cars,
recreational vehicles, our video games, and
anything else of a material nature which we
can afford, and many things which we can not
afford. Many members of the church spend
money on material things as freely as they
pour tap water down the drain. They do not
love their own souls, much less the
multiplied millions of souls in the world
which are lost. It is the church’s responsi-
bility to carry the gospel to the lost of the
world (Matt. 28:18-20; Eph. 3:10,11), but
most of our members will mot even carry it
next door. Some are heard to say: "people
just don’t want truth anymore.)' This may be
true, but does this relieve us of our respon—
sibility in carrying it to them? The prophet
cordemned this attitude when speaking for
Jehovah, he said: ". .. This people say,
The time is not come, the time that the
Lord’s house should be built" (Hag. 1:2).

Others are heard to say: "Well look at all

the division in the brotherhood; who knows
what is right?" Division exists which no one
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will deny. Some division will always exist-—-
truth divides (Mt. 10:34~36), but this writer
is not convinced that we can put all of the
blame on truth. Much of it is caused by
laziness. We have grown fat off the good
land of America. We have made the world our
God. (Jesus said we can not have both God
and mammon (Mt. 6:24). It is not a sin to
have riches, but it is a sin to fall in love
with them (I Tim 6:9,10). Too much leisure
time, too many gifts bestowed on us and on
our children made us lazy and full of
worldliness .

We fight all types of "isms" in the church
and rightfully so, but we can not get away
from the fact that we have allowed (in one
degree or amother) ourselves amd our children
to be products of a sinful age.

We need to stop making excuses for mnot
building the house of the Lord. We meed to
repent of our sins, More time and money is
spent in just playing and frolicking, than is
spent in the service of our God.
Crossroadism is wrong, but, brethren, so is
slothfulness (Rom. 12:11, I Tim. 5:8). We
are reaping what we have sown (Gal. 6:6-8).

Is there any remedy for such a problem?
Yes! Let elders, deacons, preachers and
members go to work in God’s service, now!!

"Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith
the LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of
Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all
ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and
work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of
hosts: (Hag. 2:4).
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DANIEL’S SEVENTY WEEKS (No. 8)

"For One Week"

From AD 26 (Gregorian) to AN 33 would
give us the "ome week" or seven year period.
During this time, as we have seen, the gospel
would be strictly Jewish in practical scope,
through ultimately intended for all men.
When the gospel went to Samaria amidst the
winds and fire of persecution in Jerusalem
and Judaea, the benefits of the Church Age
were finally experienced by a people who were
neither "Jews" nor "proselytes." While
ethnically they had some Jewish ties (from
the intermarriage of Jews and the Gentiles
"of the land' during the post—exilic period)
ard even worshipped Jehovah, the God of the
Hebrews, there were still significant
differences. (1) In many customs and manners
they were more Gentile than Jewish. (2)
Their worship was distinct from that of the
Jews in Jerusalem. They worshipped on Mt.
Gerizim in the Temple of Sanballat (John
4:20-22). They made use of the corrupted
Samaritan Pentateuch which was designed to
encourage their half-Gentile half-Jew reli-
gion. The events of Acts 8:1-25 thus mark a
tremendous transition to a faith—the faith—
of universal scope. It would remain the same
faith or way (cf. Acts 8:1; 9:1ff; 16:17;
19:23; Gal. 1:16-25; cf. Gal. 1:6-9), but
from that time onward the tide of evangelism
was no longer confined to the region of
Judaea geographically, nor to the Jewish
people ethnically. It would sweep over to
Caesarea, where the noble Gentile Cormelius
and his household would be the first Gentiles
to drink of the waters of life, and onward
throughout Syria, Cyprus, Asia Minor,
Macedonia, Greece, even to the imperial city
of Rome itself, and yea, throughout the en-
tire world: so that Paul could say by divine
impulsion that "every creature" under heaven
has heard the glad message by the year A.D.
63. (Col. 1:6,23). ’

The date of AD. 33 or 34, as the year of
the work of Philip in Samaria is not out of
keeping with the estimates of chrogxologists.
B. S. Deam places it around 35 A.D. 0 Newman
places it prior to the comversion of Saul 8f
Tarsus (Acts 9), which he dates as A.D, 35. 1
In his St. Paul the Traveller and the Roman
Citizen Ramsay dates the comnversion of Saul

as A D 3392  This implies a date no later
than this for the work In Samaria. Armstrong
date; his comversion "nmo earlier than 34 or
35,3

An interesting date for Saul’s comversion
is A.D. 32, This date was suggested by
Ramsay in a later work (Pauline gzd Other
Studies in Early Christian History) which
may provide for the terminus ad quem of the
"one week" to be found in the comversion of
Cornelius and his household (cf. Acts 10:11).
This is a view espoused by some commentators,
and should not be hastily rejected; as it is
the case that the infusion of the Gentiles 1is
a key prophetic theme of the Bible. (cf.
Amos 9:11-15; Acts 15:13-21; cf. Rom. 9:1-
11:36; 1Isa. 10:22,23; 28:16; 8:14; 1:9;
59:20,21; Hos. 2:23; Eph. 2:11-3:12; _cf. Acts
10:34,35; Gal. 3:26-29; Isa. 56:1-8; 62:2;
John 10:16.)

However, we find the ad quem in the work
in Samaria upon Stephen’s stoning as it pro-
vided the matural step from a Jewish church
to a universal one, and this readily accords
with the facts of biblical history anmd the
particulars of Daniel’s prophecy. Rex Turner
states,

On Pentecost, following the cutoff of
the Prince in the midst of the week,
the church was established, and within
the next three and one-half years, the
gospel was preached to the Jews, and
had moved to the Samaritans. Thus,
the angel Gabriel, through the predic-
tion of the seventy weeks, gave Daniel
the assurance for which he prayed.
The prediction contained all the
consolation and assurance which Daniel
longed for, and gsought for, when he
began his prayer.

"In The Midst Of The Week”

The crucifixion of the Christ on the l4th
day of Nisan in AD, 30 would be about three
and one half years from the time of His
baptism in AD., 26 (Gregorian). As noted
above, three and one half years from that
point would be the work in Samaria. This
dividing of the "week" (the 70th week of

(Continued on page 44)
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Daniel 9) is confirmed by the angel’s re-
ference to the "midst" of the week. Observe,
he did not say that the cessation of "the
sacrifice and oblation," which is by the
"Messiah" (the "he'" of the claiuse), that it,
would be simply sometime during that "week of
years," but it would be in the midst of the
week, Contrary to brother King’s attempt to
place the cutting off or cessation of the
Jewish daily sacrifices in A.D. 66 on the
grounds that to such "is attributed the be-

gimming of the war of Rome against the
Jews 70 (l%gg places the 70th week between
A.D. 63-70, and this without any logical

terminus a qua for it) Bruce states that
these ceased on the 5th day of August in A.D.
© 70 but twergltgy two days before the burning of
. the Temple, Josepghgus calls it the 17th day

of Paremus (Tamuz). This is not the midst
of the week.

Brother King tries to avoid this problem
by implying that the angel had referemce to
the daily sacrifices offered by the Jews_on
behalf of the health amd welfare of Nero.
However, this position is ohly reached by
assuming A D. 63 as the a quo of the
seventieth week in order to accommodate this
Realized Eschatology position in trying to
make prophecy virturally en tota to culminate
in Jerusalem’s fall in A.D. 70. One must
assume a gap between the 69th amd 70th weeks
'in order to even consider it.

Another vain attempt, this one made by
Whitson in his notes on Josephus, to accomo—
date the AD. 70 ad quem theory is the forced
use of "in the midst of the weeK' to mean "in
half a week caused the sacrifice and oblation
to cease' in a durative sense, i.e. that it
took three and a half years in duration or
about that, marking . . . from the beginning
of the war in A.D. 66, for the Romans to
bring about the end of the religious
sacrifices.10! Also, like brother King's
view, Whiston's assumes that the "He" respon-
sible for their cessation is Titus, the
prince of Daniel 9:26, but even a cursory
reading of the text of Daniel 9 demonstrates
the Messianic nmature of the prophecy and thus
the prominence of the "Messiah" in the text.
The prince of verse 26 stands grammatically
. in a subordinate position to "the people' by
. whose hands &he city and sanctuary are de-
% stroyed; how much more then is his presemce
-subordinate to that of the central figure of
the prophecy—the Christ!

The word "midst" means "half", and
Hengstenberg renders it as such.102 E. J.
Young says, "The phrase does not mean ‘and
during half of the week’ (Stuart), but in the
middle of the seven, at the time when half
of the seven has run its course .. . The
thought is not that for half of the seven,
the sacrifice_ceases, but at the midst of
the seven.)"

"He Shall Cause The Sacrifices
And The Oblation to Cease"

The "He" is. the Messiah, not Antiochus
Epiphanes, Titus, Nero, Hitler, Kissinger,
and all other such like suggested by infi-
dels, skeptics, liberals, and premillen-
nialists. But what do the sacrifices amd the
oblation refer? What sacrifice amd oblation
are to cease?

Brother King takes it as a reference to
the daily sacrifice offered on behalf of the
emperor. Is this the connection which Daniel
would have made in his mind? Obviously, it
is not! Furthermore, the Messiah causes "the
sacrifice and the oblatior' to cease, amd not
the Jews themselves who halted the sacrifice
offered on behalf of Nero. Josephus, states
the Jews had been stirred up by roguish be—
havior of the Roman governor Florus, that
some of those that principally excited
the people to go to war made an assualt
upon a certain fortress called Masada.
They took it by treachery, amd slew the
Romans that were there, amd put others of
their own party to keep it. At the same
time Eleazar, the son of Ananias the high
priest, a very bold youth, who was at
that time governor of the temple, persuaded
those that officiated in the Divine service
to receive no gift or sacrifice for any
foreigner., Amd this was the true beginning
of our war with the Romans; for they re-
jected the sacrifice of (on behalf of) Caesar
on this ‘account; and when many of the high
priests and primncipal men besought them not
to omit the sacrifice, which it was cus-
tomary for them to offer for their primces,
they would not be prevailed upon. These
relied much wupon their multitude for the
most flourishing part of the innovators
assisted them; but they had the chief rgiard
to Eleazar, the govermor of the temple.1

This is sufficient to impress the point
that a multitude of the Jews caused that



sacrifice to cease, which frolm the time of
Gauis Caligula was made daily.'?

Also, as noted briefly above, such a con-
nection would obviously not have been made by
Daniel, to who the vision was given. The
most matural connection to be made would be
the sacrifices and oblations offered under
the former testament. The definite articles
are missing, and thus, Hengstenberg trans-
lates the expression, "will abolish sacrifice
and meat-offerings."” E. J. Young com-
ments,

The subject is the Messiah, who by His
death causes sacrifice amd oblation
to cease. The two words are intended
to represent bloody amnd unbloody
offerings, i.e. the entirety of wor-
ship by sacrifice.

But in what sense was such abolished or made
to cease by the death of Christ? Did not
these services continue until the city’s
destruction in A, D, 70? To these questions
we now turn, the latter first.

While the Jews did contimue to offer such
sacrifices until the Temple fell into the
hands of Titus’ troops, such service was
merely external., Judaism, its purpose ful-
filled in the Christ was by then an ineffect-
ual, Divinely unregarded system. The Temple
was no longer God’s Temple (cf. Matt. 23:38),
and the entire economy was as a dead body, a
corpse fit only to be devoured by the carion-
eaters, (24:28). Its people and polity were
no longer God’s chosen ones; "they are not
all Israel which are of Israel" (Rom. 9:6).
A new Temple (Eph. 2:20-22), sacrifice and
High Priest (Heb. 7-10), a new people and
polity (Matt. 21:43; I Pet. 2:5,9; Gal.
6:16), were now regarded by Jehovah. The
services under the former law, continuing
from the death of Christ to the fall of
Judaism in A.D. 70, were only external in
form.

Christ’s death abolished the need of these
by fulfilling the law’s purpose in Himself in
making once for all expiation for sin, which
expiation was anticipated in the Old Testa-
ment offerings. They thus were caused by Him
to cease as the accepted medium and means by
which man could approach Jehovah God.

The fulness of time had come (Gal. 4:4),
and God, as it were, would no longer "'smell
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in the solemn assemblies" (cf. Amos 5:21,22)
of Judaism, i.e. He would no longer regard
the Hebraeic offerings. When Christ bowed
His head in death, yielding up His spirit,
the beautiful and ornate veil, which guarded
the secrets of the most Holy in the Herodian
Temple, "was rent in twain from the top to
the bottom"™  (Matt. 28:50,51). That rending
was complete; God was finished with the Old
Testament services; a new way and a new age
was beginning to dawn, and would fully arise
on the beautiful and glorious day of Pente—
cost in Acts 2, complete with a properly
probated and sanctified will replete with the
full terms of pardon and pronouncement of
blessing (cf. Acts 2:37-41).

"And For The Overspreading Of Abaminatons"

The angel, having implied in verse 24 the
erd of the Judaic Most Holy and stated that
the city and sanctuary would be destroyed
with the decree being made sometime after the
end of the 69th week in verse 26, casts the
prophetic eye to the actual destruction. The
angel does not place the destruction during
the seventieth week, but sometime after the
69th week (verse 26). The determination or
decree concerning it did fall in the "omne
week" (the 70th week, -cf. Matt., 23:38; 24:1-
28), but the destruction itself came some
forty years later in A.D. 70.

The angel says in Daniel 9:27 " . . . and
for the overspreading of abominations he
shall make it desolate, even until the con-
summation, and that determined shall be
poured upon the desolate.' The Lord in
Matthew 24:15 cites this prophecy as the sign
of Jerusalem’s "end." Its terminus ad quem
therefore is the destruction of Jerusalem in
AD. 70 which involved the Temple then stand-
ing (cf. Matt. 23:38; 24:1-3). This fact
destroys the chiliast designs of many commen—
tators on the passage, Christ cites it, and
applies it to A.D, 70, not 1990!

The wgrd "overspreading" properly means
"wing."10 However, its significance here is
that of ths "summit" as "the summit of the
Temple."10 Thus, Hengstenberg translates
the first clause, "And over the summit of
abomination comes (the) destroyer.' The
word "abomination' stands in the place of the
Temple to stress the ruin to which it has
come, - The Temple where once God’s presemce
and glory was manifested has in effect become
the Temple of idols. The word has primarily

(Continued on page 46)



an idolatious c:ormotation.111 Gentiles now
tread upon the courts and peered into it
holiest chambers. Josephus even records how
the Romans brought their ensigns within the
Temple's eastern gate and offered sacrifices
to them. Tertullian states that the en-
tire religion of the Roman military camp
consisted almost in the worshipping of the
ensigns, in swearing by them, and preferring
them before all of the other gods of the
Roman pantheon. The Roman troops were
accustomed Zo offering sacrifices to their
standards.11

"That the destroyer should be or come over
the summit of the Temple,' writes Hengsten
berg, "we regard as a designation of its
utter ruin, inasmuch as the seizure of the
highest part presupposes the possession of
all the rest; a stronghold, e.g., is com-
pletely taken, when the enemy has mastered
its highest battlements." Tacitus speaks
of the Temple in a very interesting fashion.
"The Temple was like a citadel and had its
oven walls, which had been even more
laboriously amd skilfully constructed than
the rest. The porticoes around it consti-
tuted in thgmselves an excellent defensive
position."11

Jerusalem would be encompassed with the
legions of Rome (Luke 21:20), and the city
and sanctuary would suffer the horrors of
Roman conquest. The "desolator,"” destroys,
or, as F.li],, Young translates it, 'ome making
desolate" probably refers to Titus. He
adds, "This event must be regarded, not as
necessarily falling within the seventieth
seven, but as consequent upon the action of
the Messiah in causing the sacrifice and
oblation to cease."

"The consummation,” or "end,"119 refers to
the ed of the war of verse 26, The desola-
tion will be complete. It is "determined" in
the sense of Isaiah 10:23; 28:22, And it
(the determination) shall be poured upon the
desolate," not the desolator as per Diepensa-
tional schemes. It is "impersonal, that
which is desolatef" i.e. the ruins of the
Temple and city." 20 pe purpose of the
desolation, and not its actual execution is
in sight. The expression "will drop down' is
"always used of the cause of the destruction,
the divine anger, or the divine penal seig-
tence; never of the destruction itself." 1
Philologically this "dropping down' used of
God’s punishment of the wicked, especially of

His fiery rage over the apostasy of Israel
(cf. Dan. 9:11; Mal. 2:2; Zech. 5:4; esp., II
Chronm. 34:21; Jer. 7:20; 42:18; 44:6), brings
to mind the picture 011?2% violent rain of fire
born of Divine anger. One cannot help but
recall the graphic example of Sodom and
Gomorrah where such literally occurred, and
the stern rebuke of John the Baptizer given
to the Pharisees and his reference to "the
wrath to come" (Matt. 2:7). Such a pouring
out of Divine wrath, whether literally or
figuratively, presents a striking mental
picture which underscores the truths that "it
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God (Heb. 10:31), and 'our God is
a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:29). Such a pour—
ing out or dropping down was determined,
decreed, by the Son of God for the rebellious
Jewish nation.

Conclusion

It should be obvious that Daniel’s Seventy
Weeks do mot provide prophetic cover for the
Kingite nor for the Chiliast, but rather they
demonstrate the exegetical weakness of the
two systems,

In the prophesy the angel Gabriel in one
panoramic sweep comforted Daniel with a look
into his nation’s future:

(1) The city and sanctuary would be
rebuilt;

(2) The Messiah would come;

(3) Salvation, full and free, would be
made available; .

(4) The subsequent blessings of the
Messianic Age—the church Age, 'the
times of refreshing,”" would come; and

(5) The final Blood Atonment will have
been offered to bring these latter
things to pass.

But the city and sanctuary would be de-
stroyed again, and made desolate by Divine
Decree. One final historical note is appro-
priate here; the destruction of the Temple
came on the same day in AD. 70 as the de-
struction of the Temple urder Nebuchadnezzar
in 586 B.C. Josephus says " . . . it was the
tenth day of the month Lous, [Ab,] upon which
it was formerlg burnt by the king of
Babylon . . . w123 And again, " . . . the
same month and day were now observed, as I
said before, wherein the holy house was burnt
formerly by the Babylonians''24 yas such
chance? We think not, especially in view of
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the close comnection. of t;he pmphecy ‘of the
Temple’s desolation. hfthe Romans and he
circumstance of thé desolation by the

Babylonians out of which Daniel lasiented and
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APPRECIATION

We wish to express to brother Daniel Denham
our thanks and gratitude for his studious
work on the subject of "Daniel’s Seventy
Weeks."

The article which appears in this month’s
issue of Defender marks the eight and final
article written by brother Denham on this
vital subject.

While brother Denham was in the Bellview
Preacher School, this writer tried to
encourage him to study and write on the 014
Testament prophets. His ability amd his much
studied research in history well qualified
him to research the prophets and to write
upon the things which he gleaned from such a
study.

Brother Denham’s work is to be commended to
all who so desire a fuller understanding of
"Daniel ‘s Seventy Weeks."
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“I AM SET FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL."

Phil. 1:17
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JULY, 1984

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
PERRY B. COTHAM

Recently, it was my privilege to visit and
speak to the Bellview church and Preacher
Training School at 4850 Saufley Road, Pen—
sacola, Florida, .on the theme of the Holy
Spirit and his work. Some special attention
was given to the charismatic movement that
has swept the nation and the world in the
last few years. I presented five public
lectures on the theme,

I found a very lively group of Christians,
dedicated to the primciples of New Testa-
ment Christianity, and desirous of defending
the faith "once for all delivered unto the
saints)' The congregation is served by six
godly elders. The response to my lessons was
enthusiastic. Max R, Miller serves as the
local evangelist and director of the preacher
training school. I also taught some classes
in the school.

The school was established in 1973 by
William S. Cline; he was the school’s
director until he became editor of the Firm
Foundation, which is mnow located in Pensa-
cola. From this school a number of fine men
have gone out proclaiming the gospel. Five
men from this school are in Taiwan. In addi-
tion to Miller’s work, Winston Temple and
Fred Stancliff (elder) also assist in the
teaching, aided occasionally by William Coss,
a retired preacher. The students, therefore,
receive good, sound Biblical teaching.

Inasmuch as the charismatic movement has
had some influence on a number of the Lord’s
church and not a few congregations as a
whole, at home and abroad, the elders at
Bellview wish to let it be known publicly
that they stand against such religious error.
They are aware of the fact that about one
hurdred years ago mechanical instruments of
music and the missiomary society were intro-
duced into the churches of Christ in America
and there came about as a result of this a
great apostasy from the faith. The digres-
sive movement not only swept across the
United States taking hundreds of congrega-
tions in its toll, but it also finally went
into Great Britain, Australia and New Zea-—
land, and there almost completely destroyed
the churches. They recognize that history
can repeat itself, that what has happened,
can happen again. Who would have thought
that fifty or seventy five years ago when the
"Holy Rollers" and "Fake Healers' were work-
ing so actively and gospel preachers were
teaching the truth comcerning their errors,
that by 1984 there would be a need to again
teach the truth on the subject of the Holy
Spirit to save some churches of Christ from
apostasy over this very issue? Or who would
have thought that some members of the church
would become involved in the charismatic
movement?

Propositions For Debate

Before leaving Bellview, the following propositions were drawn up for public discussion,

which I was happy to sign:

(Continued on page 54)



| DIDN'T SEE THEM THERE
MAX R. MILLER

In our day most of us experience an ill-
ness and a stay or two in a hospital. The
Spring and Summer found this writer in two

hospitals for a total of thirty-six days..

The hospitals were large, hundreds of pa-
tients lay upon beds of afflictions. Some
were to die on those beds. Pain was often
intense, many there were incurable, death
stalked the hallways looking, waiting for its
next victims. Dedicated doctors and nurses
with tender and efficient care attended them,
Some they helped to recover, many others were
beyond human help. The poor souls needed a
healer, but Alas! none were there to heal
them. Of the hundreds of pain racked bodies
only a few will be mentioned: One man with
only a hand to care for his mneeds, his legs
and an arm severed from his body. The stumps
of his legs dripped. Another on a respirator
for more than a year; he could not draw his
own breath. Another down the hall all the
long night through called out "Lord, Lord.'
His agony was intense. Nurses came to and
went from his room of death, but they could
not relieve his misery. One in the derision
of pain called out, "Help, Help!" I passed
his room. He was tied to his bed. As T
passed his eyes met mine, wild-eyed with pain
"he called to me, "Will you help me?" I
couldn’t. None others could. And so it was
from room to room—pain, suffering, and hov-
ering death. There was to be no restoration
of amputated limbs, empty eye sockets were to
remain empty of seeing eyes——many could not
be healed.

Then the television was on and a healer
was demonstrating his healing powers. With
neatly tailored suit, pompadoor hair style,
gleaming smiling face, the gift of gab, he
demonstrated his power to heal; a tumor of
the brain was miraculously healed; a short-
ened leg was apparently made to grow longer;
a cancer of the spine was healed; one with
stomach problems went away healed and in
rapturous joy for his cure; another of poor
vision was made to see. His was a marvelous
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demonstration-—real showmanship--applause
from his vast audience, and then, of course,
his plea for a "love offering" to support his
healing ministry and offers to sell some of
his merchandise which would surely enrich
the material aspects of his viewer’s life—-
and all that. -

I began to wonder and ponder the question:
why doesn’t this great faith healer come to
this hospital? 1In the time I was a patient
in the Veterans Hospital I was in seven dif-
ferent rooms: operation, recovery, ICU, CCU,
and others. I traveled over the hugh build-
ing to X-ray, EKG, the pharmacy, all over. 1T
saw in almost every room those who were ago—

.nizing under great physical affliction—but I

didn’t see any modern day so called faith
healers or any others who claim to have
divire powers to heal the sick. I didn't see
them there! They were not there. Where were
they? The popular healers and others of
their kind were on television, before nation-
al audiences selling their prayer cloths and
anointing oils, hawking their boastful
claims, practicing premeditated fraud, lying
and deceiving their gullible audiences,
smiling as a serpent of Satan spraying their
venom upon the deceived, the foolish, and
desperate people.

None of the modern day faith (fake) heal-
ers have the moral character to walk the
halls and visit the rooms of those such as
have been mentioned; none of them have the
grit, the guts, to look these in the eye or
answer their desperate plea, "will you help
me?" Fakes, frauds, false teachers, agents
of Satan, why don’t you go there and heal
those of such great physical afflictions? A
simple answer-—they can’t, they have no power
to heal, only to deceive. Fakes! Frauds!

What a contrast are the howling fake
healers of our times and those of Jesus and
His apostles. Jesus and His apostles never
received any money for healing (Matt. 8:20;




Acts 3:6). When they healed the sick—it was
instantly and free. Furthermore, they didn't
have any books to sell, sold no prayer
cloths, or anointing oils, no appointments
were to be made. They never called for a
"love offering" to support their ministry.
When Jesus and the apostles healed-—-they
healed them all--all who were sick or pos-
sessed of demons, whatever their affliction,
they healed them. "Amd Jesus went about all
Galilee . . . and healing all manner of
sickness and all manner of disease among the
people" (Matt. 4:23). "And by the hands of
the apostles were many signs and wonders
wrought among the people . . .. then came
also a multitude out of the cities round
about Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and
them which were vexed with unclean spirits:
and they healed every ore' (Acts 5:16).

The purpose of the healing works of Christ
and His apostles stand in sharp contrast to
that of modern day fakes. Modern healers
heal for fame and money. Christ and the
apostles performed miracles to produce belief
in their hearers. The miracles of healing
were to show that God was working in them,
and to produce faith in the minds of those
who saw them, to produce faith in Christ
through their teaching. The miracle of heal-
ing (and all other miraculous powers) were
for the purpose of confirming the word of God
(Mark 16:19,20; Heb. 2:3,4). Miracles were
the credentials of Christ and the apostles to
prove to their hearers that they were the
agents of the Almighty and spoke His word.
Once the word was given in its completeness,

once it was confirmed by miracles, wonders,
ard signs there was no further need for mir-
aculous works. Special gifts were to cease
when "that (not He) which is perfect is
come;" they were to continue only "til we
all come into the unity of the faith" (Eph.
4:13). James declared we have the perfect
(complete) law of God (Jas. 1:25); Jude re-
veals that "the faith" (body of doctrine, the
Holy Scriptures) had been (past and completed
action) "once for all delivered unto the
saints" (Jude 3). This revelation was com-
plete and sufficient (II Tim. 3:16,17).

Let the 'divine healer" of today heal some
man crippled from birth, one known in the
community for forty years (Acts 3:1-2; 4:22),
let them go to hospitals filled with hundreds
of diseased, afflicted and dying people and
heal them all. When they begin that kind of
healing hospitals will close their doors,
doctors and rurses will seek other profes-
siom-and then and only then will the modern
healer present his credentials as did Jesus
and the twelve to confirm that they are doing
God’s miraculous works of healing. Until
they so do we will continue exposing their
sham, deceit and false teachings. No, I
didn’t see them there because they were not
there, neither shall they ever be there.

We Christians of our Lord’s cause, are
willing to discuss this subject privately or
publicly, for we are ready to stand for the
truth and against the false doctrines and
deceitful works of the frauds who claim to
have God’s power to heal today.

WHAT IS A MIRACLE
IVEY POWELL

Quite frequently people will attach
the word 'miracle” to anything that occurs.
For example, "It was a ‘miracle’ that we won
the game." It is also used many times when
things happen which man cannot explain. Pos-—
sibly an automobile accident where all but
one was killed, or a person is sick, near
death, and recovers.

Merely because some things cannot be ex—
plained is no sign that a miracle has occur—
red. The birth of a child is indeed a marve-
lous event, but birth is no miracles It is
according to the laws of mature (Gen. 3:16).
If one were to say that birth is a miracle
because it cannot be explained, then what
about death? )

What then is a miracle? A miracle is
something that the laws of nature could not
do in its ordimary course. The beginning of
creation was a miracle. The bodily resurrec-
tion of Christ was a miracle. The virgin
birth of Christ was a miracle.

Yes, miracles did occur in the early
church. The dead were raised (John 11) and
hungry were fed (Matt. 14), but when the New
Testament was fully delivered and confirmed,
miraculous gifts ceased (Eph. 4:8-13); I Cor.
13:10-13).

 k k k k k k k k k %
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CONFIDENCE, HOPE, FREEDOM, AND LOVE
B. A. CLAYTON

In this age of nuclear bombs and missiles
and violence of every kimd few are the days
wherein one 1is not confronted with various
accounts depicting destruction amd violence
of the most sordid kimds. Some are made to
experience the wildest of dreams amd night-
mares as they are overcome by fear and
depression. Many succumb to drugs and
alcohol in search of an escape. Still,
others are caught up in charismatic emotion~
alism searching for substance in the reli-
gious realm for purpose in life, As dark as
the future might appear, there is a positive
and proper solution.

Jesus offered the only true confidence,
hope, freedom, and love to mankind when he
beckoned all the troubled, and those burdened
with sin to come unto Him (Mt. 11:28-30), and
"Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall
make you free" (John 8:32). He further
authenticated His concern and love as he
buttressed the faith of His disciples with
these words:

Let not your heart be troubled: be-
lieve in God, believe also in me. In
my Father’s house are many mansions;
if it were mot so, I would have told
you; for I go to prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also (Jno. 14:1-3).

We must never allow ourselves to become com-
placent amd yet I observe signs of vain con-
fidence, vain hope, vain freedom, and vain
love by the implementation of men’s philoso-
phies.

The apostle Paul conveyed a message of
hope and freedom to the brethren in Rome when
he wrote:

But God be thanked, that ye were ser—
vants of sin, but ye have obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine which
was delivered you. Being made free
from sin ye became the servants of
righteousness (Rom. 6:17,18),

These brethren were being lured away from
Christ and encouraged to adopt the Mosaic
legislation. Paul, however, identifies the

termination of one$s responsibility to the
Mosaic covenant in chapter seven, verses one
through six. Next, Paul warns that death is
the end for servants of unrighteousness
(6:20,21). However, because Jesus’ death on
the cross ushered in the "perfect law of
liberty," they were dead to sin by the cruci-
fixion of the old man through their obedience
to the gospel as they were immersed and were
made new (6:3-8), and free from the law of
sin and death (8:2). Those fickle Galatians
were also reassured of their liberty and
freedom in Christ (Gal. 5:1). Likewise, must
God’s children remember the death, burial,
and resurrection whereby we enjoy hope and
freedom in Christ Jesus.

Newness of most things has held a special
signifance of hope, joy, life, effervescemnce,
probabilities, etc. Accordingly, Paul’s im—
spired word pictures were such as to fortify
their faith., This overcame fear and ignited
confidence. Their motivation was love for
God and His Son, and freedom from the guilt
of past sins. This same writer stated his
boldness as an ambassador in bonds (Eph.
6:19,20). To the Philippians he wrote for
him to live is Christ and to die is gain
(1:21). What an attestation to and spectrum
for his confidence, hope, freedom, and love
in Christ,

The Corinthains were exhorted and chal-
lenged concerning love, Love was contrasted
with speaking in tongues (intelligible lan-
guages), prophecy, great umderstanding, know-
ledge, faith, berevolence, and the sacrifi-
cial giving of ones body. Herein, Paul iden-
tified, all were and are meaningless without
love. Love has mot, could not, and will not
fail (I Cor. 13:1-13)., Jesus said what I
consider the ultimate,

A new commandment I give unto you,
that you love one another, even as I
have loved you, that ye also love ome
another. By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another (Jom. 13:34,35).

John also wrote, "We love him, because he
first loved us" (I Jno. 4:19).

Therefore, the confidemce, hope, freedom,
(Continued on page 55)
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THE INDIVIDUAL AND

THE CHURCH MUST HONOR THE SCRIPTURES
BILL GRADDY

When a Christian teaches false doctrine,
every effort should be made to teach him the
error of his way (Gal., 6:1; James 5:19-21),
After the New Testament has been taught and
followed, if there is no repentance, then the
final withdrawal of fellowship must be exe-
cuted (Matt. 18:15-17; I Cor. 5:1-13; II
Thess. 3:6). This should be made known pub-
licly, and this person should be "marked" so
that wherever he attends, the congregation
will be informed (Rom. 16:17-19). If the
congregations would follow (Rom. 16:1,2),
then sister congregations would have all the
necessary information. Note that we have
authority for such, (See Acts 15:23f; 18:27;
I Cor. 16:10; II Cor. 8:23). If we would
practice this doctrine as the Scriptures
teach, the disciplimary action would correct
him or mark him every where as a false
teacher. (If a false teacher in ome place,
why not a false teacher in amother place?)

The college, home, individual, and the
church must honor the Scriptures and this
includes withdrawing fellowship. Are there
two divine institutions wherein is salvation?
No! Since the church is the only institution
whereby we can be saved, all Christianms,
whether in a home, a school, or a business
arrangement, must, "..seek first the kingdom
of God.)' To do this, we must honor the
Scriptures first regardless of our occupation
or profession in life (Matt. 6:33; John
10:35; Gal. 3:22).

Once fellowship is withdrawn, why should a
college or school let this man appear on a
lectureship program? When he is allowed to
speak or to be heard, this negates the Scrip-
tures and undermines the action of the elders
as executed and honored by the church. There
is a responsibility to the brethren. The
apostle Peter said, "Love the brotherhood" (I
Pet. 2:17). To love the brethren, we must
love the Scriptures (John 14:15). To allow
the disfellowshipped man to speak does not
violate local autonomy, but it does the
Scriptures; and they are the source of our
authority. The Lord’s plan offers him a
place for true repentance and protects the
church’s holiness.

Until this brother repents, he should not
be used, nor given the hand of fellowship by
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any congregation mor by an organization whom
claim to be following the New Testament.
" ..with such an one no not to eat" (I Cor.
5:11). To honor the Scriptures is to honor
the application of them in our lives individ-
ually, privately, publicly and in or out of
the chureh (II Cor. 6:14). The Scriptures
take precedence in our conduct at home,
school, business and church. Since the
church cannot extend its fellowship to a
brother who was withdrawn from for teaching
false doctrine and who refuses to repent,
then neither should we as individuals asso—
ciate with or advertise for such a false
teacher. If we could, why could we not pub-
lish and promote for the sectarians? What
would be the difference in publishing and
selling a book of sermons by a denominational
preacher than in using a brother from whom
fellowship has been withdrawn to speak to any
assembly where Christians are gathered? Is
there any difference in using the man and in
using his materials? Could a college student
sell atheistic books during the summer to
support himself through college? Could he
sell beer? "If there come any unto you, and
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into
you house, neither bid him God speed: For he
that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his
evil deeds" (II John 10-11), Our failure to
follow this teaching has made mockery of the
church, dishonored the Scriptures, and
lessened our efforts in every aspect of
evangelism. No wonder we are not growing!

All of us, saints and sinners alike, are
bound by the Scriptures (Gal. 3:22). We are
to obey the laws of the land as long as those
laws do not conflict with the word of God
(Acts 5:29; Rom. 13:1-7). Example: The
church withdraws fellowship from a member.
The member sues the church because the church
made known that he was living in adultery.
Even if the State ruled that the church was
wrong, this would not, yea, must not keep the
church from withdrawing fellowship and mark-
ing all such ungodliness! The church would
not be dishonoring the State to continue this
practice because we must obey God rather than
man (Acts 5:29).

Brethren, we must obey God! To please
God, we must follow his Holy Word (I Sam.
15:22). Although the world may never follow

: (Continued on page 55)



Bellview Church (Continued from page 49)

1. RESOLVED: The Scriptures teach that Holy Spirit baptism is a part of the new birth and
is possessed by all believers today, amd that miracles (such as healing the sick,
speaking in tongues, and raising the dead), as done by the power of the Holy Spirit in
the early days of the church, continue in the church today.

Affirm:

Deny: _Perry B. Cotham

2. RESOLVED: The Scriptures teach that no ome today is baptized with the Holy Spirit amnd
that miracles (such as healing the sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the dead), as
dome by the power of the Holy Spirit in the early days of the church, ceased with the
completion of the New Testament (at the end of the apostolic age).

Affim: Perry B. Cotham

Deny :

3. RESOLVED: The Scriptures teach that the Holy Spirit dwells literally, directly, and
personally in the Christian today amd that He works in addition to the word of God to
lead, guide, and direct the Christian in living the Christian life.

Affirm:

Deny: Perry B. Cotham

4, RESOLVED: The Scriptures teach that the Holy Spirit dwells in the obedient Christiam
today only through the word and that He leads, guides, and directs the Christian in
living the Christian life only through the word.

Affirm: Perry B. Cotham

Deny:

Any reputable preacher, who has the endorsement of his congregation (or school of preach—
ing), is invited to sign the propositions anmd submit them to the elders at Bellview, amnd they
in turn will arrange for a four night discussion at a time mutually agreed upon. The speeches
will be taped. A large auditorium will be secured for the meetings.

Please note that brother Max Miller will serve as general chairman over the debate, and
that brother Winston Temple will serve as moderator for brother Cotham., The other disputant
may chose whom he will to serve as his moderator.

The above propositions seem to pinpoint the issue that exists in the minds of many in
regard to this subject. A person who believes in (and teaches) a baptism of the Holy Spirit
today for Christians and that miracles are being performed amd that the Holy Spirit dwells
literally and directly in the heart of the Christian amd works in conjunction with the word,
should be willing to defend publicly his belief and teaching. It has often been said that a
person who does not practice what he believes is a hypocrite, Therefore, the brethren at
Bellview are willing to let their stand be known publicly and they anticipate a public discus-
sion on this very vital issue. We shall see. The hour may be later than many think.
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SUCH A TIME AS THIS
CHARLES THARP

There are many problems that face the
Christian amd the churches of Christ these
day. There is the problem of worldliness and

sin in the lives of many.6f us. who call .
There -is the omslaught . .
of secular humanism in our. schools, amd in-. -
the things that we use for entertainment.
There is the constant threat of nuclear war

ourselves disciples.

that is always there to haunt us. There is
the realization that we are losing groumd as
a church when we see our young people leaving
by the scores while many millions more are
born and perhaps die without knowing Christ.
Discouraged? Frustrated? Yes!, and right-
fully so!

However, let us consider that you and I
might be "come to the kingdom for such a time
as this" (Esther 4:14b). If God is going to
be a powerful, world-influencing, life chang-
ing God, and He is, then it must be through
someone now living if it is dorme in our time
at all. 1Is it you, is it I, is it we?

At the time Mordecai put this question to
Esther, he raised the possiblility that it
might be through her or someone else that the
Jews would be saved and God’s will carried
out. He never left a doubt, however, that
God’s will would be done.

I would like to see us meet the challenge
to teach the world of Christ in our genera-

* % % kA % %

CONFIDENCE, HOPE, FREEDOM, AND LOVE
(Continued from page 52)

and love the faithful know does not come
without obligation, For, Jesus said, "If ye
love me, keep my commandments' (Jno. 14:15).
Thus, it is necessary that we recognize the
plight (fears amd umcertainties of so many
struggling in this nuclear age) of those
outside the church, the weak and/or fallen in
the church. And, without smugness preach the
kingdom and Jesus just as those in the early
church did. Can we claim to be faithful and
truly be so, if we hold to this confidence,
hope, freedom, and love as though we had
purchased it with our own blood when, in
fact, Jesus paid it all? May we be awakened
to the personal responsibility of teaching
the lost that they too may know the love of
Almighty God.

tion. We have left evangelism on the back
burner too long. We have been busy with
internal problems and selfish interests too

dong. Certainly, we must keep the church
‘plire; but ‘I submit that a chief reason for

our: internal problems is our lack of attem
tiom'to the real issue of a world going to
hell without Christ.

If one has nothing to do but sit all day
he will soon develop all sorts of ailments.
Let us get up and get doing the Lord’s -busi-
ness in the Lord’s way.

It is indeed a shame that young men who
wish to preach the Gospel must forever be
begging the brethren for support while most
churches are continually adding more padding
to the pews, more social life to the church
agerda and more money to the bank account.

It is a shame that missionaries, who are
willing to sacrifice the comforts of home,
must leave the harvest fields to go home to
beg for support to go back to finish the jobs
they have begun.

Christian, will you go? Will you help to
support such a work? Will you go next door?
Will you influence elders to turn their,
attention from things of this world to things
in the world-to-be or that could be?

* % %

INDIVIDUAL AND THE CHURCH MUST HONOR
(Continued from page 53)

Christ, it is subjesct to His gospel and each
person will be judged at the last day by the
Word (John 12:48). As Christians, we let our
light shine when we obey the word of God in
every facet of our lives.

If this teaching on honoring the Scrip-
tures were practiced, how many souls might be
saved from false doctrine? We discipline
souls because we love them, to save the com
gregation and to save the disciplined (I amd
II Cor.). Brethren, let us be consistent in
all things to the saving of our souls eter—
nally in heaven, the sweet home of the soul!
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GOING BACK TO BETHEL
MITCHELL TEMPLE

And God said unto Jacob, Arise,

go up to Bethel, and dwell there:

and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when
thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother (Gepesis 35:1).

Jacob had served his time for Laban
honestly and worked hard as a laborer (Gen.
30:20,30; 31:4~14), Laban’'s service was hard
and he had cheated Jacob, but Jacob performed
his duties honestly.

Jacob had thought many times of his home
land and his people. His affection for the
land of Canaan was strong (Gen. 30:25). It
was his native land, the land in which he was
born and reared. His father and mother were
there whom he longed to see. It was the land
of promise and he wanted to go back. Jehovah
told him to go home (Gen. 35:1).

How similar this story is with our lives.
We work while upon this earth all the days of
our lives for the cause of Christ (II Tim
4:7,8). We work horestly and vigorously for
Jehovah’s cause (II Tim. 2:10). We overcome
trials and temptations (Jas. 1:2,3). We
climb many steep mountains and cross tough
terrain (I Pet 3:14; 4:13,14). We are often
treated unfairly by the world and cheated and
hated by many (John 17:14); but still we re-—
main honest and true as did Jacob, and even
after Laban treated him so unfairly.

And yes, we have to overcome these trials
in our lives, but when the Great Shepherd

invites us to walk through the valley of
death and our work and labors are erded, we
are ready to go home (II Pet., 1:10,11; John
14:2,3).

All during this life, we have that desire
to "go back to Bethel" (I Pet. 1:13; II Pet.
3:13,14). '

We continually realize that this old earth
is only a strange land to us and not our home
(IT Pet. 3:10,11). We are only strangers and
pilgrims in this land (Heb. 13:14; II Pet.
2:11).

Therefore friend, never '"take root" here.
Work hard (Rev. 22:12), keep his commandments
(Reve 22:14), keep the faith (Heb. 11:6), and
then go home!

For I am now ready to be offered, and
the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the
faith: Henceforth there is laid up
for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love
his appearing (IT Tim., 4:6~8).



WATCH DOGS OF ORTHODOXY
MAX R. MILLER

It is quite an honorable thing even for
one who is in error to boldly present his
views or interpretation of Scripture. Many
men draw our sympathy and admiration even
though they are in error; a sympathy and
admiration not for their error, but because
they have the courage and forthrightness of
character to openly make their stand. With-
out deceptive means or unscrupulous methods
they have boldly set forth their cause.

In the brotherhood of Christ this day
there are some who espouse a cause that is
not according to the truth. They boldly
proclaim their error: some claiming to speak
in esthetic tongues or defending the rights
of others to speak in such tongues; some, "in
their words, '"'seeking to free the church from
its hide~bound traditionalism" and with a
free ecumenical spirit removing the boundary
lines of Zion and opening the door of fellow-
ship wider than Christ and His apostles ever
did. They are busy about their work and do
not want to be disturbed in order that they
may achieve their goal of carrying the Lord’s
church into apostasy.

But, some are not leaving them alone! A
large number of brethren in the church are
fully aware of their devilish work. The
fruit of these heretics and false teachers
has been observed and identified in many
areas of our land. Faithful contenders of
the truth are calling their hands, challeng-
-ing their false doctrines and reproving their
open sin. Do they respond in an honorable
way? Do they make a defense for their false
doctrine? Do their actions or recriminations
cause lovers of truth to admire or sympatize
with them? Indeed, they do not! However,
they do, in their own way, make a response to
those who challenge their error.

They speak in a pious yet derogatory man-
ner of their reprovers as "self appointed
guardian of the faith,” '"brotherhood police-
men," and "watchdogs of orthodoxy.' These
terms are supposed to be mean accusations
against men who allegedly without cause and
without love have loosed a vicious attack
upon "loving brethren of benign spirits."”
Actually, these terms are used to deceive a
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segment in the brotherhood who will fall prey
to those who advocate error.

There isn’t any such thing as a "self
appointed guardian of the faith' All true
disciples of Christ have been appointed to
guard the faith, appointed by Christ and His
Apostles, "Watching" is a Scriptural and
spiritual activity (Ezek. 3:17; I Cor. 16:13;
I Thes. 5:6; IT Tim. 4:5). Was Paul a "self
appointed guardian of the faith" when he
reproved the false teachers at Corinth? What
business was it of John's when he took on the
churches of Asia? If orthodoxy means gospel
truth then some had better be "watchers of
orthodoxy" because some others are out to
steal it away.

These accusations are the way the
modernist has of saying "making them leave us
alone.,"  They, like a bullying kid when
confronted in his mischief, claim abuse and
misunderstanding by a bigoted brotherhood.
Many in the church have been influenced by
this deception and are sympathetic with the
errorist and abusive toward those who are
defenders of the truth,

Those who preach the gospel have the ap~
pointment, commission and right to expose the
false teachers among us and at the same time
expose their deceitfulness, Those who will
not expose the error are unfaithful to their
work as an evangelist,

"I charge thee therefore before God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing and his kingdom; Preach the
word; be instant in season, out of
season; reprove rebuke, exhort with
all longsuffering and doctrine, For
the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their
own lusts shall they heap to them-—
selves teachers, having itching ears;
And they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables. But watch thou in all
things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, make full proof
of thy ministry," (IT Tim. 4:1-5).

The Defender (UPS 935-520 is published monthly (except Decamber) by
the Bellview church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, Florida i
32506-1798.  Second Class Postage Paid at Pensacola, Florida Sub- B
scription fress All comtributions to be used in operational expenses.




THE CHURCH IN HARD TIMES
GRADY M. MILLER

During the first few years following
Pentecost, the birthday of the Lord’s church,
the saints enjoyed a flush of success. The
opening chapters of the book of Acts tells us
that the church was united (2:41-47), multi-
tudes were comverted (4:4,32; 5:14; 6:7), and
the gospel preached with such conviction,
proof and power that the enemies of the Cross
were either reached (6:7) or routed (4:16;
6:10). Truly, the Jerusalem church was a
model of a growing, thriving congregation of
the Lord’s children.

Before long, however, the church in
Jerusalem suffered setbacks, disappointments,
and discouragement. There was intolerance
and persecution from without (7:54-8:1), and
the even greater threat of apostasy from
within (5:1-11). The Jerusalem church soon
fell upon hard times that threatened to stunt
her growth and influence, if not destroy her
altogether.

The First Great Crisis

The fourth chapter of Acts records a
signal threat to the faith in the days of
primitive Christianity. Peter and John had
been arrested for preaching the resurrection
of Jesus from the dead (verses 1-3), and had
spent the night in jail. During their hear-
ing the next day before the Sanhedrin council
they were threatened and forbidden to "speak
nor teach in the name of Jesus" (verses 15-
18). Upon their return to their brethren,
they "reported all that the chief priests and
elders had said unto them'" (verse 23).

The early church now faced great dangers.
There was the possibility that the new faith
had been discredited in the eyes of the peo-
ple. After all, wouldn’t you be uneasy if
the elders of your congregation were all
arrested and jailed? There was also a great
show of force by the enemies of the church
designed to intimidate and silemnce them. It
was clear that continued preaching would
bring a severe retribution upon them. Was
this new movement facing the end? What would
they do?

Upon hearing Peter and John's report, the
Jerusalem church immediately "lifted up
their voice to God with one accord" (verse
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24). They were willing to turn the matter
over to His:. able hands. They prayed in their
hour of need; they prayed for additional
courage, for power, for visible and comncrete
results. And God heard their prayer!
Following their prayer the meeting place was
shaken, they were all filled with God’s
Spirit, and began to speak the word of God
with boldness (verse 31).

It is significant to note that those early
believers drew even closer together in their
hour of trial. ILuke tells us the '"the multi-
tude of them that believed were of one heart
and of one soul: neither said any of them
that ought of the things which he possessed
was his own; but they had all things common”
(verse 32). Of course, this sharing and
caring typified the Jerusalem church before
(Acts 2:44-45), and perhaps throughout all
those first years. But now, however, we find
those first disciples demonstrating anew
their commitment both to the Cause and to
each other. They were persuaded of their
need to stand by one another, even as they
stood by the Lord. They recognized the value
and power of every single member of the body,
and each one determined to reach out to the
other for help, encouragement, and fellow-
ship. They realized that sharing their bur-
den with others would help to lighten it,
especially with the aid of their God.

We also read how the early church deter-
mined to give more of themselves during this
time of trouble. Luke records that the
disciples who owned property sold their pos-—
sessions and laid the money at the apostles’
feet (verses 34-35). Just as it takes more
effort to row a canoe upstream than to drift
with the current, and to pedal a bicycle up a
hill than to coast down, so times of crisis
and danger demand extraordinary measures.
The Jerusalem saints were ready to go——and
give——beyond the call of duty. No sacrifice
was too great. Every member of the body was
willing to bear down and shoulder an even
heavier work load. "Whatever it takes" might
well have been their motto.

The Jerusalem church weathered this early
crisis and achieved even greater success.
The voice of the apostles was not silenced;
the Cause was not abamdoned; the church not

(Continued on page 63)



THE PERSONAL INDWELLING

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
WINSTON C. TEMPLE

So much has been written and is currently
being written on the personal indwelling of
the Holy Spirit that this writer sees a need
for those of us who object to this view to
write down some of our objections.

1.

We do not believe in a literal personal
indwelling of the Holy Spirit any more
than we believe in a literal personal
indwelling of Jesus Christ and God, the
Father (Eph. 3:17, John 14:23).

“"The Spirit of God," "the Spirit of
Christ,” "Christ in you,”" are all
saying the same thing (Rom. 8:9,10).
These are phrases dealing with the
Christian’s relationship to God and
Christ. It reveals nothing about a
personal indwelling.

We recognize that verses such as I
Corinthians 3:16,17; 6:19; Ephesians
1:13,14 state that the Holy Spirit
dwells in a Christian and is his
(Christian’s) pledge or seal, but where
does it state that He indwells them
personally?

Why will those of the direct indwelling
argue for a non-direct influence of
the Spirit in the new birth and then
after the new birth argue that the Holy
Spirit directly, literally indwells and
inhabits their persons? Why don’t they
go ahead and embrace the denominational
view that the Holy Spirit must act
directly upon your heart separate and
apart from the Word!

Don’t you brethren realize that your
position is almost identical with Ben
Bogard’s (Missionary Baptist) position
in his debates with our brethren in the
past? The only difference is that you
take Bogard’s position only half way.
He stated that the Holy Spirit operated
directly on the sinner and the saint
alike. You brethren of our number who
believe in the personal indwelling say
No! He doesn’t work on us directly in
the new birth. We obey the teachings
of the Spirit in regard to the new

10.
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birth. We accept this by faithful
obedience. Well, why don't you accept
the teachings on what to do after you
become a Christian by faith? Does not
the Holy Spirit teach you what to do to
stay saved as well as He taught you
what to do to become a Christian?

Some of you who believe in the direct
personal indwelling have come along in
recent years and said that the Holy
Spirit operates in conjunction with the
Word. This is similiar to Mr.
Bogard’s position. If something is
with something else is it not in
addition to? Bogard used the word
besides which means in addition to. If
in conjunction with is not in addition
to, then you explain what it means to
us who do not believe in the direct
personal indwelling.

If the Holy Spirit
personally, what does He do?
that persuasion usually say:

dwells in you

Those of
"nothing!"
Question: Does your own spirit dwell
within you? Does it do anything for
you? You better believe it does, if it
does not you are not living, but dead!
Now, does the Holy Spirit do anything
for you? If so, what?

This writer contends that the Holy
Spirit never indwelled anyone in the
first century with out doing something
for them, He either inspired them or
gave them power to confirm the message
preached, or to edify the church (II
Tim. 3:16,17; John 20:30,31; Heb. 2:2-

4; I Cor. 14:3),
Most of the time this writer does not
say too much about this, but you

brethren who accept the direct personal
indwelling would make poor subjects as
debaters with the Pentecostals. The
Pentecostals would tell you that they
believe just like you do, that is, in
the direct personal indwelling, They
would say that the only difference is
that you are 1living below your
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13.

14,

spiritual fullness of the Holy Ghost.

Is this what you brethren want? Do you
want to be Pentecostals? They are
frauds! Is this what you want? When
the Holy Spirit worked in the first
century, His work was miraculous. His
purpose, mission and work was to bring
to mankind the gospel, and to confirm
it with miraculous signs and wonders.
He has done this! We have the
complete, perfect, law of liberty (Jas.
1:25; Jude 3). Any time you take a
position of direct influence from God
in your life separate and apart from
the Word of God you are saying as some
of our number are saying: "I can not
obey the Bible, Jesus or God, do it
for me!" You are taking the darkness
of Calvinism and Pentecostalism rather
than the light of the gospel (II Tim.
1:9,10).

It would be so nice if you brethren
would accept the teachings of the
Spirit on both how to become a
Christian and on how to stay one, and
realize that when you are born anew you
are changed in relationship from a
sinner to a saint; but how? By
faithful obedience to the gospel. Have
you ever studied Romans? Have you
noticed that it is divided into two
sections? Chapters 1-11 deal with the
how to become a Christian and chapters
12-16 deal with how to stay one. Can
you obey these teachings by faith, or
do you have to have a direct
personal influence of God, or Christ or
the Holy Spirit working on you?

Some of you may say; "Well, he is just
silly; I don’t believe that at all!
Yes! you do! Some of you can write
books with three or four hundred pages
in them pushing your doctrine which
you say you are not pushing! My
suggestion is for you to stop writing
so many books and go back and read some
which have so aptly refuted your
doctrine.

It will not do you any good to write me
and say, ''the Bible says it, there-
fore, I believe it.," You can not show
in the Bible where the Holy Spirit ever
dwelt in a person in a non-miraculous
way. As has been shown, when the Holy
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15.

16.

17.

18.

Spirit dwelled in a first century
Christian, He did something for them.
The miraculous ceased when the New
Testament was revealed and confirmed (I
Cor. 13: 8-13; Eph. 4:11-16; Jude 3).

Let us for a moment take the "Bible
says so' argument and apply it to a
passage, Colossians 3:16a: '"Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly in
all wisdom;..." By your logic, the
word dwells in us because the Bible
says so! But how does it dwell? This
verse does not tell! We know from
other passages it dwells in us by our
faithful study, understanding and
acceptance of the Word (II Tim. 2:15; I
Pet. 3:15; Jas. 1:21). Likewise, the
Holy Spirit dwells in us today by
faithful acceptance of His teachings,
(I Cor. 2:9-14) and living out those
teachings in our lives (Rom. 12:1,2).
The Holy Spirit was a teacher (John
14:26). He revealed the mind of God
to chosen men whom He inspired (I Pet.
1:20,21). This message was confirmed
"...with signs and wonders, and with
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy
Ghost, according to His own will" (Heb.
2:1-4; cf. Mark 16:15-20). Inspired
men wrote the confirmed message. We
can read it, and understand it (Eph.

3:1-5).

The only way that God, Christ or the
Holy Spirit dwells in us today is by
our faithful obedience to the revealed

confirmed Word (II Pet. 1:5-11; Gal.
5:16; 5:22-25). Can you add? Can you
walk? Can you bear fruit? Yes, you

can (I John 5:3)!

This writer can accept a brother who
believes in a personal direct,
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in his
person as long as he says that He (Holy
Spirit) doesn’t do anything for him,
but as I have shown it is not a tenable
position, nor is it one that can be
Scriptually justified! :

If you disagree, feel free to write.
Having been involved in debating the
subject, this writer has found that the
non-miraculous direct personal
indwelling position is really a
dangerous one for a Christian to hold.



- hurger, cold and friendless people.

THE BIBLE: A BOOK ON GIVING
BILL CROSSNOE

Gifts are something each of us enjoy giv-
ing and receiving. The greatest gift man
will ever receive is that one from God. It
is so amazing to read from His Holy Word of
His many gifts from the beginning until the
present time. Let us examine just a few of
these.

In the beginning God gave us this great
world and filled it with vast resources for
our enjoyment and use throughout our 1life-
time. "In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth" (Gen. 1:1). "In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. The same was in
the beginning with God. All things were made
by him; and without him was not anything made
that was made" (John 1:1-3). ™"And thou,
Lord, in the beginning hast laid the founda-
tion of the earth; and the heavens are the
works of thine hands" (Heb. 1:10). These
passages, and many others, tell us that God's
special gift of this world is most rewarding.

God also gave man life. If mankind could
just believe and remember the source from
whence he came, he would be a much better
person (Gen. 1:26f; 2:7). In the creation,
God had given man dominion over every crea-
ture, (Gen. 1:26; Psa. 8:6). Nothing that
was made, was made in the image of God
(spiritual image), but man. When God placed
man in the garden of Eden, He gave two simple
commands: Not to eat of the tree of know-
ledge of good and evil in the midst of the
garden, and to dress and keep the garden.
Such a sad note on our part, man was too weak
then to follow those wonderful instruction,
and still so today. Yet, God’s gifts are
still flowing. We just can't seem to realize
that nothing belongs to man; it is only given
him for use while here (I Tim. 6:7-8). When
man sinned and fell from God’s grace, God
gave him a promise of a redeemer (Gen. 3:15).
That redeemer would be God’s only begotten
Son, Jesus Christ (John 3:16). He would come
to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10).

Even though God has always been a God of
giving, yet He has always demanded that His
children give to Him. One of the first
things man ever did was to offer sacrifices
to God (Gem. 4:3-4), The sad part of most of
our lots is we don’t understand the meaning
of "sacrifice)' This generation of people in
America have never known the pains of war,
We have
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had it '"made." But God still demands a
sacrifice! Look, if you will, at some ex-
amples. The first thing Noah did after leav-

ing the Ark of safety was make a sacrifice to
God (Gen. 8:20). Abraham, after rescuing
lot, his nephew, along with others who had
been taken captive, met and gave a sacrifice
to Melchizedek (Gen. 14:17-20). Abraham
tithed of all he had. Jacob also agreed to
give to God ten percent of all he had (Gen.
28:22). This was done in order for those
God-fearing people to feel the blessings
involved in sacrificing. God’s law to Moses
was a schoolmaster given in preparation for
another gift, Jesus, His son. His law to the
children of Israel serves as an example for
us to better understand God’s law of the
Christian age and His plan for man (Rom.
15:4; I Cor. 10:6). The 0ld Testament begins
and ends with giving.

The gospel of Christ centers around the
topic of giving., God gave His Son to die for
the world (Matt. 1:21; John 3:16). The Son
taught the world, "It is more blessed to give
than to receive" (Acts 20:35). They would
have to give the whole heart: they would
have to give self (Matt. 16:24; 27:37). The
love of the world and its vain possessions
would not be acceptable to God (I John 2:15-
17) The New Testament is filled with
wonderful examples of sacrifice. The
apostles (Mark 10:28ff); the poor widow (Mark
12:41-44); Joseph gave his new tomb for the
burial of Jesus (Matt. 27:60). The early
church was a church of sacrifice. They gave
their possessions and goods (Acts 2:45;
4:37). Stephen gave his life as an example
of loyalty to God through Jesus Christ. All
of the letters written to either churches or
individuals were written for the purpose of
instructing them how they were to give their
lives to the Lord in acceptable living. Some
of the letters definitely specified giving
(Rom. 12:1-2; II Cor. 8:1-7; 9:6~7). The
book of Revelation closes with the idea of
God’s giving man a new home (Rev. 21).

We can be assured that God has given His
part, and is still giving today (II Pet.
3:9). It is up to us to turn and follow in
the steps of Jesus (I Pet. 2:21), so that we
can hear those wonderful words, “enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord,”" (Matt. 25:23).
Let us sacrifice while the opportunity is
ours that, by the mercy of God, heaven will
be our home.



POINTS TO PONDER
CLAUDE PARKER

Life moves so fast, for most of us, that
we often lose our sense of values. The less
important occupies so much of our time that
we neglect the things that deserve to have
top priority. Here are a few points to
porder.

True love is still the only basis for
lasting and fulfillilng relationships. Love
is not the author of slothfulness, filth, sex
perversion, and such like; and a camoflage of
religion will not alter that fact.. As the
Bible tells us, ". . .love doth not behave
its self unseemly. . ' (I Cor. 13:5). .

Basic honesty is still one of the
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CHURCH(Continued from page 59)

destroyed. The days ahead would bring even
greater jeopardy but the saints knew that God
would see them through those evil days, even
as He had delivered them in their present
hour of need.

And What Of Today?

In many ways this is the story of the
church today. Once, the united Christians
seeking to restore primitive Christianity
were the fourth largest religious body in
America, but no lomger is this true. A few
decades ago the church of Christ was reported
to be the fastest growing church in America,
but that is certainly no longer true. Our
age is a difficult and demanding ome for any
church or "organized" religion. In many
places and cases it seems our strength is
waning while we amxiously look for a harvest
of souls. Ours is a time of controversy,
confusion and doubt.

What can be done? What program can we
follow to revive our spirit and spur the
church on to increased greatnmess? Why not
look again to Jerusalem and determine to
imitate her plan of action?

Whether our immediate concern is
persecution from without, apostasy within, or
even an open door of great opportunity (1

*

*
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characteristics of every true Christian.
Religion without it is hypocrisy. Our Lord
said, "™ . .cleanse first that which is with~
in the cup arnd platter, that the outside of
them may be clean also" (Matt. 23:26).

Simple neglect of Christian opportunities
and responsibilities will be the cause of
morally good people losing their souls, and
will be a major negative influence upon those
who are closest to them. As the Bible ex—
presses it, "How shall we escape, if we neg-
lect so great salvation; which at the first
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed unto us by them that heard him"
(Heb. 2:3).
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Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Rev. 3:8), here are
appropriate steps to take. [1] Let every
Christian and the assembled church pour out
their heart in prayer to God. It can be of
no little import that the early disciples
continued steadfastly in prayers (Acts 2:42;
6:4), met their first great crisis with
prayer (Acts 4), entrusted the seven with the
care of the meglected Grecian widows with the
prayers of the whole multitude (Acts 6:1-7),
and prayed without ceasing as the church for
the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:5).
Surely, even today His children realize that
"God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble" (Psalm 46:1). [2]
Let every Christian be filled with a sense of
unity and fellowship. A heightened
appreciation of Paul’s observation, "For the
body is not one member, but many...But now
are they many members, yet but one body" (1
Cor. 12:14,20), should make us more
determined to work together and make common
cause. "And let us consider one another to
provoke unto love and to good works" (Heb.
10:24). [3] Let every member of the body be
active, every soldier on duty , and every
worker working. '"For we are laborers
together with God" (1 Cor. 3:9) is to be
descriptive of the entire fellowship, and not
just the "faithful few." May every "joint"
supply his part and contribute his "effectual
working'' so that the body might increase and
be built up (Eph. 4:16).
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THE THRONE OF DAVID
DON K. PRESTON

Much is written and said today about the
throne of David, Premillennials say, Jesus
will soon come and sit on David’s throne in
Jerusalem. We believe this is a rejection of
the accomplished work of Jesus. Consider a
key prophecy as expounded by Peter in Acts
2:22-36.

Ye men of Israel, hear these words;
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of
God among you by miracles and won-
ders amd signs, which God did by him
in the midst of you, as ye your-
selves also know: Him, being de-
livered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have
taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain: Whom God hath
raised up, having loosed the pains
of death: because it was not possi-
ble that he should be holden of it.
For David speaketh concerning him, T
foresaw the Lord always before my
face; for he is on my right hand,
that I should not be moved: There-
fore did my heart rejoice, and my
tongue was glad; moreover also my
flesh shall rest in hope: Because
thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,
reither wilt thou suffer thine Holy
One to see corruption. Thou hast
made known to me the ways of life;
thou shalt make me full of joy with
thy countenance. Men ard brethren,
let me freely speak unto you of the
patriarch David, that he is both
dead and buried, and his sepulchre

is with us unto this day. Therefore
being a prophet, and knowing that
God had sworn with an oath to him,
that of the frult of his loins,
according to the flesh, he would
raise up Christ to sit on his
throne; He, seeing this before,
spake of the resurrection of Christ,
that his soul was not left in hell,
neither his flesh did see corrup-
tion. This Jesus hath God raised
up, whereof we all are witnesses.
Therefore being by the right hand of
God exalted, aml having received of
the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost, he hath shed forth this,
which ye now see and hear. For
David is not ascended into the
heavens: but he saith himself, The
Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on
my right hand, Until I make thy foes
thy footstool. Therefore let all
the house of Israel know assuredly,
that God hath made that same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord
amd Christ.

It is generally acknowledged that Jesus
was resurrected to sit on David’s throne.
The question 1is, sit when? Robert Shank, in
his new book Until the Coming of Messiah and
His Kingdom says, "Jesus rose from the dead
and ascended into heaven to sit on David’s
throne-— not immediately, but ultimately.
Meanwhile, he shares the Father's throne in
heaven as he waits..." (p.33). This is
error.

(Continued on page 71) |




UNITY? OR POLARIZATION
MAX R. MILLER

With modern systems of communications,
indeed "the world is getting smaller," —but
man drifts farther and farther away from his
fellows. Our modern and sophisticated age
has not only seen a separation of man from
man, but it has also seen a separation from
the old and divine standards of morality.
Personal comviction, committment and respon-
sibility are not the morms of our day. The
concepts of brotherhood, fellowship and
friendship are not the same as once held by
the faithful of God. A growing and fast
world finds us all drawing into our own quiet
little places, guarding against invasions of
privacy, living in a selfish little world all
our own, With this withdrawal and separation
soon are drawn lines over which we will not
cross, neither will we willingly allcw others
to transgress. Crystalization and permanent
separation becomes the polarized state of
life.

Polarization, the inclination to be di-
rectly opposite 1in character and action, has

_been characteristic of .the world frem ear -

liest times. Ethnically, politically,
socially, the population of the world has
drawn itself into its own groups, paying
allegiance only to 1its kind, and with
hostility resisting the crossing of well
drawn lines of separation. Social polariza-
tion breeds prejudice, fear, ignorance, and
blinds our eyes to universal truth. Social
polarization crystalized causes division, it
builds walls between people, it establishes
permanant allenmation and emmity; unhappiness,
friction and social strife. Political polar-
ization in its extremes has cursed the world
with the constant carnage of warfare.

As polarization has adversely affected the
world, it has had a like effect on the church
of the Lord. Polarization in the church of
Christ 1s not a modern malady. Some in the
church at Antioch, Syria had withdrawn into
Jewlsh factions (Gal. 2:11-14); at Corinth

the rich had drawn their circle and separated
from the poor (I Cor. 11:17-22). Time and
history would witness the polarization of
sects and parties in the Lord’s church which
would ultimately see the body shattered into
hundreds of denominations, creeds and
parties of vain religion. In more modern
times, with the restoration of New Testament
worship, we have seen the body of Christ
again fragmented by premillennial heresies,
anti-ism of various colors, liberalism, and
personality followers.

Perhaps no day in the history of the
church of Christ has the danger of separa-
tion, polarization and crystalization of
sects been more pronounced than now. The
spirit of division threatens the glorious
cause of Christ. We today are paying the
high price of polarization. Sin amd condem-—
nation will be the cost demanded at the judg-
ment. Friendship, mutual trust, spiritual
and social fellowship, and brotherhood is all
forfeited in division. Hate and resentment
displaces love amd brotherly kindness. Polar—
ization affirms a lack of love and under-
standing, a lack of caring for one another in
the family of God. "But 1f ye have bitter
emvying and strife in your hearts, glory not,
and lie not against the truth, This wisdom
descendeth not from above, but is earthly,
sensual, devilish. For where envying and
strife 1s, there is confusion amd every evil
work" (Jas. 3:14-16).

It is easy for divisions to occur. It
takes little character or dedication to
polarize—only little people, who, as Ephraim
of old, '"onme who 1s joined to 1idols" (Hosea
4:17). . Self will, personal ambition, to make
a name for one’s self, party allegiance,
favoritism, become idols and carry one away
from gemuine love for truth amd the Christ.
It i{s easy for many to succumb to the pres-
sures of partles, papers, schools, and
brotherhood factions. Not to polarize re-
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THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
D. RAY PIPPIN

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the

gift of the Holy Ghost.

There is much controversy today concerning
the gift of the Holy Spirit as recorded in
Acts 2:38. This passage has been misapplied
as much as any in God’s word, both by serious
students of God’s word as well as those who
twist the Scriptures unto their own designs,

The Pentecostals of today claim that "the
gift" is in actuality, the Holy Spirit, and
therefore 'true comverts' today are capable
of talking in tongues and performing other
miraculous works. There are some within the
Lord’s church who believe that "the gift" of
Acts 2:3 1s the gift of tongues, or one of
the miraculous powers of I Corinthians 12 so
bestowed by the apostles either during or
after baptism. This obviously is conjecture,
the Bible does not state this.

So we continue to debate the issue of "the
gift" in Acts 2:38. If we rule out emotion
and search the Scriptures objectively the
matter of "the gift" of Acts 2:38 can be
resolved. No conjecture is necessary. We
believe the inspired writers were specific in
the total context as to what that gift was
that was given to all true believers on
Pentecost and until the present time.

God Has Always Supplied A Providential
Way For Man To Be Justified

The apostle Paul wrote the church in
Ephesus that from the beginning of times God
has provided a way in which man can be pleas~
ing to God: "According as he hath chosen us
in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame
before him in love: Having predestinmated us
to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to himself, according to the good pleasure of
his will" (Eph. 1:4,5).

The all knowing mind of God, even before
the foundation of the world, knew that man
would disobey Him and would need a way of
redemption, so God in His majestic manner set
forth a plan whereby man could be justified
before Him and receive the gift of salvation
to spend eternity in heaven. God has always

used man as His agency, therefore, faithful
Abraham would be chosen as that agent whereby
man would receive the promise of the gift,
which is salvation. Through Abraham’s seed,
Christ the Messiah, both Jew and Gentile
could find permanent rest: "That the bless-
ing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles
through Jesus Christ; that we might receive
the promise of the Spirit through faith"
(Gal. 3:14).

God’s Two Promises Through Abraham

God actually made two promises to Abraham:
a land (material) promise, and a spiritual
promise. '"Now the Lord had said unto Abram,
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a
land that I will shew thee: And I will make
of thee a great nation, and I will bless
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt
be a blessing: and I will bless them that
bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee:
and in thee shall all families of the earth
be blessed" (Gen. 12:1,2). The land promise
made to the children of Israel (seced of
Abraham) has been fulfilled as declared by
Joshua. "And I have given you a land for
which ye did not labor, anmd cities which ye
built not, and ye dwell in them: of the
vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not
do ye eat" (Joshua 24:13), So therefore, the
remaining promise (or gift) to be fulfilled
was the spiritual promise to all families of
the earth, both Jew and Gentile (Joel 2:28).

God Has Providentially Led Man
To The Spiritual Promise

In order to guide the chosen of God
(Abraham’s seed) it was necessary for God to
establish guidelines that they should follow
and which would lead them to the Messiah and
the long awaited blessing: "God, who at
sundry times and in divers manners spake in
times past unto the fathers by the prophets,
Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all
things . . " (Heb. 1l:1-2).

(Continued on Page 68)
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E)LY SPIRIT (Continued from page 67

} The establishment of the law of God
through Moses was the final authority for
God’s people prior to the establishment of
the kingdom of Christ and the ultimate ful-
fillment of the spiritual promise made to
Abraham that all families of the earth would
be blessed. "Wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we
might be justified by faith" (Gal. 3:24).

The providence of God through the
patriarchs, prophets, and the law of Moses
set the stage for the advent of Jesus Christ,
the Messiah, who would fulfill the promise of
the salvation of all men by grace through
faith (Rom. 5:2). To this end Christ chose
twelve apostles who were told shortly before
His crucifixion and death, that the Holy
Spirit would come and reveal to them all
truth that had been hidden for ages. "But
the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to
your rememberance, whatsoever I have said
unto you" (John 14:26). Christ again reaf-
firmmed that promise. "Howbeit when he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you
[apostles] into all truth. . ' (John 16:13).
Christ went further to inform the apostles
that the kingdom (or promise) would come with
power in their lifetime: "And he said unto
them, Verily I say unto you, That there be
some of them that stand here, which shall not
taste of death, till they have seen the king-
dom of God come with power" (Mark 9:1).

This certainly proved to be true for after
the death, burial, and resurrection of
Christ, and before His ascension into heaven,
He gathered His apostles together and again
spoke His purpose: "And, being assembled to-
gether with them, commanded them that they
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait
for the promise of the Father, which, saith
he, ye have heard of me" (Acts 1:4). This
Spiritual promise was fulfilled shortly. The
apostles assembled in Jerusalem, " And when
the day of Pentecost was fully come, they
were all with one accond in one place——And
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 2:1-4).

Of course this was the manifestation of
all prophecy that the kingdom would be estab-
lished in Jerusalem and all nations would
flow unto it (Micah 4:1). Peter, moved by
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the Spirit, stood and preached the first
gospel sermon after the kingdom was estab-
lished. Peter preaching to the multitude,
devout men out of every mation under heaven,
declared boldly: "Repent, and be baptized
everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the
promise is unto you, and to your children,
and to all that are afar off, even as many as
the Lord our God shall call" (Acts 2:38,39).
This message was similar to that of the
Hebrew writer who addressing the Jews
contrasted the new covenant and the old:
"And for this cause he is the mediator of the
new testament, that by means of death, for
the redemption of the transgressions that
were under the first testament, they which
are called might receive the promise of
eternal inheritance" (Heb. 9:15).

The term etermal inheritamce was signifi-
cant to the Jews of that day since they all
realized God had given them an earthly in-
heritance in the land of Canaan which was the
first promised gift made to Abraham and his
seed (Gen. 12:1). The "eternal inheritance"
is the secornd promise or "gift" made to Abra-
ham which is the central theme of this paper.
Israel was in need of a savior and Christ was
that Savior; He was the end of their faith
(Rom. 10:4). "This is the covenant that I
will make with them [children of Israel]
after those days, saith the Lord; I will put
my laws into their hearts, and in their minds
will T write them; And their sins and iniqui-
ties will I remember no more" (Heb,
10:16,17). ‘

The Gift: All Flesh Will
Be Blessed In Christ

It is apparent that the "gift" of the Holy
Spirit is salvation for all mankind, both Jew
and Gentile, through Christ Jesus our lLond.
Paul writes in Ephesians: "In whom ye also
trusted, after that ye heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom
also, after that ye belleved, ye were sealed
with that Holy Spirit of promise, Which is
the earnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto
the praise of his gloxy" (Eph. 1:13,14). Amd
to the Hebrews: "For ye have need of
patience, that, after ye have done the will
of God, ye might receive the promise" (Heb.
10:36). He further speaks: "Who hath also
sealed us, and given the earnest of the




Spirit in our hearts" (II Cor. 1:22).

At this point let us draw a pin point
conclusion as to what is meant by the "gift"
of the Holy Spirit of Acts 2:38 Peter again
preaching near the Jewish synagogues in
Jerusalem stated: 'Him hath God exalted with
his right hand to be a Prince and Saviour,
for to give repentance to Israel, and for-
giveness of sins. And we [the apostles] are
his witnesses of these things; amd so is also
the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them
[Jew and Gentile] that obey him" (Acts
5:31,32).

This passage summarizes what Peter means
in Acts 2:38,39, when he stated: "Repent, and
be baptized everyone of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall recelve the gift of the Holy Ghost.
For the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God shall call.”

If those who claim the gift was the gift
of tongues, so accomplished by the apostles
laying hands on a1l the 3000 that responded
to the gospel, how could they justify the
statement that the promise is to "you and
your children and to all that are afar off?"

For Acts 2:38 to be applicable to us today
in 1its proper context, the "gift" of the Holy
Spirit could not he the gift of tongues. We
who are called tcxiay are the children that
were referred to in this passage as being
afar off (in time). There are no living
apostles today to lay hands on us, so how do
we receive the “gift" of the Holy Ghost to
day? It would be impossible! So therefore,
the gift spoken of by Peter did not refer to
special gifts such as tongues but to that
spiritual promise made to Abraham in Genesis
12:1; that all flesh that are of the seed of
Abraham would receive szlvation. As Peter
stated ir Acts 5:31,32, that gift was re-
pentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins
and was witnessed by the apostles and the
Holy Spirit. Peter states that both are
witnesses to the fact that Christ gives for-
giveness of sins (the gift) which was not
available in past dispensatioms, Peter aptly
states this great fact in his first general
epistle: "Receiving the emd of your faith,
even the salvation of your souls. Of which
salvation the prophets have inquired and
searched diligently, who prophesied of the
grace that should come to you" (I Pet.

1:9,10). The apostle John refers to this
fact also in his second general epistle:
"And this is the promise that he hath pro-
mised us, even eternal life" (I Johmn 2:25).

To further illustrate that the "gift" of
Acts 2:38 was Iin fact salvation the Hebrew
writer referred to the heavenly gift that was
lost by Christians who have fallen away!
"For it is impossible for those who were once
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy
Ghost, . . .If they shall fall away, to renew
them again wunto repentance. . .' (Heb. 6:4-
6). Surely one would not be naive and say
this heavenly gift was speaking in tongues!

In summary, it has been shown that the
gift of the Holy Spirit is life etermal with
God forever to everyone both Jew and Gentile,
that believe and obey the will of God by
faith in Christ Jesus: "Therefore it is of
faith, that it might be by grace; to the end
the promise [salvation] might be sure to all
the seed; not to that only which 18 of the
law, but to that also which is of the faith
of Abraham [Jews and Gentile]; who 1s the
father of us all" (Rom. 4:16; cf. Gal.
3:14,28-29).

Therefore you have 1it: prophecy made (Gen.
12:1), and prophecy fulfilled (Acts 2:38).
Salvation for all men, both Jew and Gentile,
"as many as the Lord shall call.

It is possible of course, for us through
sin, to make the promise or gift of nom
effect if we should fall away from God: "For
it is impossible for those who were once
enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly
glft and were made partakers of the Holy
Ghost and have tasted the good word of God,
and the powers of the world to come, if they
should fall away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves
the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open
shame" (Heb., 6:4-6).

Therefore, we are admonished to "...lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience
the race that 1s set before us, looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;
who for the joy that was set before him
endured, the cross, desplsing the shame, and
1s set down at the right hand of the throne
of God" (Heb. 12:1,2).

-69-



THE WITNESSES AND MATTHEW 24
GRADY MILLER

I don’'t know how long the Watchtower tract
had been rolled up and stuck inside my front
door. We seldom use that door, amd the sun
had yellowed and weathered the paper. Funny,
but the Jehovah’s Witresses used to knock on
the door, identify themselves, come in and
talk about the Bible. But now, for some
reason, they come and go unseen, leaving
their literature behind.

No doubt you have received visits from
zealous members of this dedicated cult and
have looked over their literature. This
tract was fairly typical of the Witness ap-
proach. It made no mention of some of their
most peculiar and odious beliefs: their
denial of the deity of Jesus and insistence
that He 1s only a created being like you, me,
the angels, and even the Devil; thelr refusal
to accept blood transfusions in medical emer-
gencles; thelr rejection of certain patriotic
traditions, such as saluting our nation’s
flag. On the other hand, it did emphasize
the Witness contention that we are living in
the very last days of the "emdtime," and have
been since 1914; the coming of the Lorxd is to
be very soon; a new world order--Jesus’
earthly reigm—is about to begin.

Certainly, the Jehovah’s Witnesses are
neither unique nor alome in their premillen-
nial and dispensational views. They have an
original wrinkle or two but, in the main,
they stand in agreement with so many others
who preach and teach these views of the
"coming" kingdom of God.

How do the Witnesses and others argue
their position? What passages do they cite
to support their views? While we cannot
examine in detail the whole of their error in
a short article, we will notice the Wit-
nesses’ abuse of Matthew 24, It is their
contention that events are taking place in
our world--right now—that fulfill the pre-
dictions Jesus made in His Olivet Discourse.
They argue that "many now living will survive
the present world woes" to see the dawning of
the millennial age. They 1insist that
"serious Bible students" see Matthew 24 as a
divine revealing of world conditions and the
"signs of the times" as the second coming of
Jesus draws nigh.

A proper handling of Matthew 24 will give
notice to these points of distinction.
First, much of the subject matter of the

-70-

chapter does not concern the end of the world
but instead the destruction of the earthly
city of Jerusalem. That was what Jesus pre~
dicted (verse 2) and what prompted His disci-
ples’ 1inquiries (verse 3). Indeed, all of
the chapter down through verse thirty-five
arnd all of the signs and warning alarms Jesus
spoke of deals with the long ago destruction
of Jerusalem (A.D. 70) by the Roman armies
and not events that may transpire in our
generation.

Secomnd, the complete context of our Lord’s
extended discourse on the mount of Olives
will underscore the fact that there will be
no warning and mo "signs of the times" before
the return of our Saviour. * Indeed, this is
the point of contrast between those days
leading up to Jerusalem’s fall and the
"endtime" before the Second Coming. Jesus
advised His disciples of the conditions,
trends and signs that would indicate that
Jerusalem faced imminent destruction. Fore-
warned of this national catastrophe, they
would be ready to flee the doomed city. How-
ever, the last great day when Jesus comes in
judgment will be altogether different: when
that day will be no man—no prophet, priest,
preacher, Jehovah's Witness nor any angel-—-
can know but the Father Himself (verse 36);
His coming will catch all completely by sur-
prise (verse 37ff); in view of His unexpected
and sudden appearing we must ''watch there-
fore" (verse 42),

Matthew 24 (or possibly Revelation 20)
just may be the most abused chapter in all
the Bible. It makes no mention of the
volatile Middle East, the Red Army, the
United States of America or any other 20th
century fulfillment of first century
prophecy. The Bible is not to be held in ome
hand and this morning’s newspaper in the
other. The Witnesses twist and strain
Matthew 24 to fit their cultish views rather
than bringing their doctrine into conformity
with the Scriptures.

* One disturbing indication of the wide-
spread misconception of Matthew 24 is seen in
the lyrics of the song "Jesus Is Coming Soor' .
[number 342 in our Songs Of The Church]. Do
we really understarnd what we are saying when
we sing "when these signs. come to
pass/nearing the end at last/it will come
very fast/trumpets will sound'?



THRONE OF DAVID (Continued from page 65)

Please note: (1) David was a prophet (vs.
30), i.e., he spoke by inspiration of the
Holy Spirit (II Sam. 23:1-4). (2) He pre-
dicted (i.e. the Spirit predicted of Acts
1:16) that God would raise one of his
(David’s) seed to sit on his (David’s) throne
(vs. 30). (3) This was a prophecy of the

Christ’s resurrection from the dead (vs. 31). .

(4) God raised up Jesus in fulfillment of
that prophecy (vs. 32). (5) Jesus, because
of His resurrection, is highly exalted and
"has received of the Father the promise of
the Holy Ghost" (vs. 33). (6) The promise
could not be speaking of David because David
did not ascend, but Jesus did (vs. 34). (7)
Therefore, we can positively know that Jesus
is the Christ, i.e., Messiah (vs. 36).

One of the keys to proper understanding
here is "the promise of the Holy Ghost" (vs.
33). Whereas most commentators say this
means Jesus received the Holy Ghost upon His
resurrection and ascension; this 1s not the
meaning of the text, It means instead that
the promise made to David through the Holy
Ghost had been fulfilled; that promise being
Christ resurrection to sit on David’s throne.

This is true because it is the promise
made to David concerning his seed and his
throne which is in view (vs. 25-36). Secord,
Jesus had the Holy Spirit before His resur-—
rection (cf. Matt. 3). 1In this text, the
promise of the Holy Ghost was given as a

result of His resurrectiomn. In context, this
can only be the promise made by the Holy
Ghost of Christ’s sitting on David’s throne
(vs. 30-31). Thirdly, there is absolutely no
hint of an interim of thousands of years
between his resurrection and seating on
David’s throne. Fourthly, the text indicates
David’s throne 1s in heaven. Jesus ascended,
was exalted, and seated according to ful-
filled prophecy!

Now either Jesus received (fulfilled) the
promise made to David, or Peter gave the
wrong Impression to his audience. The
millennialists say, '"Yes, Jesus was raised,
yes, he was raised to sit on David’s throme,
but he has not yet received that part of the
promise!™ The Spirit who made the promise to
David said through Peter that Jesus had re-
ceived the promise made long ago. Not some
or most of 1t, He has received it.

Jesus 1s now King on David’s throme. He
has the key of David (cf. Isa. 22:22; Rev.
3:7); He has the sure mercles of David (Isa.
55:3; Acts 13:33-37); He is the righteous
branch of David (Jer. 23:5-6; cf. Heb. 8:6f;
Rev. 4:5). Be is not king by right only but,
also in fact (I Tim. 6:15). If He is one day
going to be on David’'s throne, why is he not
also going to be the Messiah?

God help us to bow to Jesus the Lord,
God’s Messiah who now reigns upon David’s
throne.

UNITY OR POLARIZATION(Cont. from page 66)

quires genuine Christian character and a
willingness to stand alone, if necessary, on
the bedrock of truth with Christ., Those of
that character are found "endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace"
(Eph. 4:1-3); "striving . . . for the faith
of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). Such was the
character of those of the early church. They
were Jews from every nation, Gentiles from
the corners of the world, rich, poor, of all
kind, yet they were "of one heart and of one
soul . . . they had all things common’' (Acts
4:32). They were of the same mind and same
judgment, they spoke in unity (I Cor. 1:10).

The divisions of our day can be overcome.
We all must hearken to Jesus’ prayer and plea
for unity—they all who believed in Him would
be as one (John 17:20-23). A striving to

walk worthy of the vocation wherein ye are
called will close the roads to division ard
allows a closer walk with Jesus. One either
walks in the light with Christ, or he walks
in the darkness of division (I John 1:5-7).

Our plea is that we all, all who call on
the name of Jesus, discard the Corinthians
partisan spirit and factionalism, and "with
all lowliness and meepess, with longsuffer—
ing, forbearing one another in love; emndeav-
oring to keep the unity of the Spirit 1in the
bond of peace" (Eph. 4:2-3). Surrender the
party spirit, the uncertain sounds that
introduce error, the stubborn will, and seek
for the oneness of the body of Christ.
Christ brings unity, love, fellowship. He
brings sweet peace. Let us all lose our
identity in Christ; let His cause be ours.
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WHAT ABOUT THOSE NEW VERSIONS?
GLEN WILLCUT

I recently read in a bulletin an article
entitled, Those Dangerous New Versioms Of The
Bible by Rubel Shelly., May I say first, I
have never met, nor written to, nor had any
contact with brother Shelly. Therefore,
there is no personal animosity between us., 1
know of him only through his writing. It is
with his writing that I disagree.

Brother Shelly says there is a man whom he
knew that has had a great deal of trouble
understanding the Bible. He does not say
which version he had so much trouble under-
standing. I will assume he was referring to
the King James Version, because he makes
mention of the archaic language he encount-
ered. He said, the man said, "I just can’t
understand what I read.)' This man, according
to brother Shelly, holds a Masters Degree.
This means that he had finished High School,
and had attended five to six years of higher
learning at a college or university. Then a
friend gave him a New International Version
of the Bible. He says it became so clear, as
easy as reading the daily newspaper. In a
few weeks this man had learned what he needed
to do to become a Christiam

I am not putting down someone who has
learned the truth concerning our salvation
from past sins from the New International
Version, But, I find it hard to believe that
the NIV is so much more easily understood
than the King James Version. Maybe it is
because I have been studying out of the KJV
since I became a Christian in 1976. But
then, I only had a G.E.D. from the Army. I

had not been to ore of the schools of higher
learning. As a matter of fact, I found the
KJV very understandable., I had no problem
understanding, "He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved . . ' (Mark 16:16),
Or, "Repent and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins . . " (Acts 2:38). The Eunuch did
say something sort of strange when he learned
the truth, ". . . what doth hinder me to be
baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest
with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he
answered and said, I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God" (Acts 8:36,37).

The Apostle Paul told the Ephesians,
"Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ," but he
also wrote to Timothy and told him to, '‘Study
to show thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth" (Eph. 3:4; II
Tim. 2:15). Bible study will always be a
work. There are no easy versions that will
give one instant Bible knowledge. There are
some dangerous versions contrary to what some
would have us believe about them.

I personally believe that the New Inter—
national Version is a dangerous version! Not
because someone said that it was easily un—
derstood, but because some of those things
that are so "easily understood" are plainly
false. Because these false doctrines cannot
be taught or defended successfully from the
King James Version or the American Standard

(Continued on page 76)



AN ENDANGERED SPECIES
MAX MILLER

Precious things are to be guarded and
preserved. We often hear of the need to
protect ‘endangered species, the bald eagle,
the sperm whale, and other minority crea-
tures. The idea of any of God’s creatures
becoming extinct is discouraging. Let us
preserve all things made of God.

The church of Christ should be added to
the 1ist of endangered species. It is a most
precious thing, the only one of its kind. It
is constantly threatened from without and
from within, The threat is mot that of ex—
tinction but that of danger, digression, and
apostasy in this present generation.

Strangely, one finds two extreme attitudes
toward the present danger to the Lord’'s
church. There are those on one hand who see
no dangers, see no threat to her security.
They, much like Israel of old, in the face of
conflict and impending destruction cry out,
"Peace, Peace; when there is no peace" (Jer.
6:14). Warnings voiced against false
teachers are offensive, urgent words of ex—
hortation to draw back from defiling al-
liances with the world or with false reli-
glous parties draw a scornful response.
There is no danger, no need for alarm! All
is peace ard security in the Israel of God.

On the other hand, there are those who cry
the church has never faced the threats and
dangers that it faces in our day. Voices of
doom and despair robs the church and her
people of the constant victories gained day
by day. They speak as though the church
cannot survive., Some in voices of mourning
declare the church will be extinct by the
close of the twentieth century. This should
be strongly denied. The ole ship of Zion has
sailed bloody and stormy seas of other ages;
raging, billowy seas of foam have not over-
come her in times past——neither will it in
this present time. Neither view is correct.
There is much cause for joy in the church
today. Then, there are dangers to the church
today, in fact, the same dangers she has
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faced time and again in her rugged history
of well-nigh two thousand years.

Regardless of the past or the future, the
church today should realize the real and
present danger of apostasy. It has happened
before. It has happened to individual con-
gregations of God’s people that once were
strong ard vigorous, but in time were torm
asunder and died. Apostasy marked the Lord’s
church in a most devastating way with a near
complete apostasy of the Dark Ages. The ebb
and flow of history should teach that which
once happened can and may happen again,

There has ever been the temptation for
God’s people "that we may also be like all
the nations" (I Sam. 8:20). There exists
today a strong element in the church who want
us to be 1like the nations and people about
us. This is evidenced by many in the pulpit
as well as in the class rooms of our schools
who imbibe the denominatiomal spirit of pup~
ular churches and academic circles, So de-
sirous of worldly recognition and acceptance,
they like Judas, for paltry sums would sell
themselves and His church to those whe would
buy them with a smile of approval.

The temptations to cater to the world of
false religion is stronger than many can
resist. Some have actually denied the Lord’s
church and now fill a role in denominational
bodies. Some have abandoned their places of
teaching in our colleges and now endeavor to
distinguish themselves on faculties of deno-
minational seminaries, colleges, and uni-
versities. We should be aware of the danger
of those remaining among us who are sincerely
dedicated to the work of bringing denomi-
national teaching into the church, thus per-
verting her doctrine and destroying God’s
purpose in her earthly missiomn. Denomina-
tionmal teachings are taking deep root in the
vineyard of the Lord. Calvinism,. premillen-
nialism, Pentecostalism, and other perversion
are among us.

(Continued on page 75)
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| HAVE MADE THE EARTH
RODERICK L. ROSS

"I have made the earth, the man and the
beast that are upon the ground by my great
power and by my outstretched arm, . . ."
(Jer. 27:5).

The proclamation made by the Lord God of -

heaven by the mouth of the prophet Jeremiah
is the most basic fact of the Bible. Indeed,
it is declared in the opening remark of the
first book of Moses: "In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis
1:1). If one declares to believe in the God
of the Bible, if one claims to follow the
faith of the only begotten Son of God, Jesus
Christ, one must accept creation of all that
is by the Creator, the everlasting God.

The declaration of faith in the Creation
is found from the first book of the Holy
Scriptures to the closing book of God’s re-
velation to man. The prophets of old, Jesus
Christ, the apostles, and the early church
are all shown in Holy Writ to accept creation
without hesitation. Thus the Hebrew writers
states: "Through faith we understand that
the worlds were framed by the word of God, so
that things which are seen were not made of
things which do appear" (Heb. 11:3). The
faith of the Psalmist should be ours: '. ..
thou hast established the earth, and it
abideth. They continue this day according to

for all are thy servants"
(Psalm 119:90,91). Jesus proclaimed His
belief in creation: 'But from the beginning
of creation, God made them male and female"
(Mark 10:6). The early church declared:
"Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven,
and earth, and the sea, and all that in them
is" (Acts 4:24). Can we do any less than
show this same faith in creation and expect
to be pleasing to God?

thine ordinances:

Let us with the prophet and the angels of
heaven worship the Lord our God. "Ah Lord
God! behold, thou hast made the heaven and
the earth by the great power and stretched
out arm, and there is nothing too hard for
thee:" (Jer. 32:17). "Thou art worthy, O
Lord, to receive glory and honour and power:
for thou hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were created" (Rev.
4:11).

"praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the Lord
from the heavens: praise him in the heights.
Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye
him, praise him, all ye stars of light.
Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye

waters that be above the heavens. Let them
praise the name of the Lord: for he
commanded, and they were created" (Psalm

AN ENDANGERED SPECIES (Cont. from page 74)

The greatest threat today is that of com-—
promise. Sound preachers who through the
years have preached the truth, the truth
faithfully upheld by the church of yesterday,
have difficulty in retaining their pulpit in
today’s church. In relocating with another
church they find faithful and true churches.
few and hard to find. The church has
changed!

The compromise of faith and doctrine has
created an ecumenical spirit which seeks for
unity with all religious parties, disregard-
ing their doctrinal errors. The "success" of
the recent summmit meeting in Joplin is an
encouragement to a large segment of the
church to disregard denominational linmes, to
cross over into forbidden fields for fellow-
ship of every false way. Men appointed by
the Christian Church bowed the knee to
Baalism., A strong stand for unity on the
truth would have brought a close to the sum-
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mit meeting. No such voice of our brethren
were heard-—only feeble expressions of truth
without application to the problem of that
which divides. Such meetings (others are
planned) are not summit meetings at all but
rather meetings on the plains of Ono (Neh.
6:2). Such meetings are not representative
of the Lord’s church. The men called by the
Christian Church are not those who represent
the church of Christ. Our brethren have
played in the hands of strategists who en-
deaver to unite us with them on the basis of
their doctrines and errors. With subteness
they work a promotion to denominationalize
the church of Christ and bring it into
aligmment with the Christian Church.

And then--there are many who will say,
"It just isn't so.' But 1is is. It is a
danger. The threat of digression is strong,
the reality of apostasy is evident., ''Watch
ye, stand — fast in the faith, quit ye like
men, be strong and having done all, to stand
(I Cor 16:13; Eph. 6:13).



THE JOY OF FINDING THE LOST
M. W. KISER

Joy is a frult of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22).
The Christian 1s commanded to rejoice in the
Lord (Phil. 4:4). Isaiah, the prophet of
old, spoke of the saved of this dispemsation
being people who are partakers of joy.
"Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out
of the wells of salvation' (Isaiah 12:3). It
can be said of us, "And the ransomed of the
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with
songs and everlasting joy upon their heads:
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sor-
row and sighing shall flee away" (Isaiah
35:10). When our Saviour was bornm into this
world, the angel of the Lord said to those
shepherds watching their flocks and seeing
His star, "Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all people" (luke 2:10). Jesus wants our joy
to be full (John 15:11). 1In order for our
joy to be full we must lead a spiritual life,
that 1s, allow ourselves to be led by the
Holy Spirit into those God-appointed realms
or worship and service, The Spirit directs
us, not in some miraculous way, better felt
than told; but through an intelligent manner
of communication-~the Bible. One of the
obligations placed upon us by the Spirit that
we might bear the fruit of joy is that of
winning the lost.

Soul winning is a work that has always

£ k Kk k k %
NEW VERSIONS (Contimued from page 73)
Version, the denominational translators put
their creeds (or false doctrines) in
dangerous versions such as the New Interma-
tional,

From the New Internmational Version one can
teach and defend, premillennialism; Calvinism
and a host of other isms. Aside from all
this the translators have a general disregard
for the inspired Word of God, changing words,
sentences, and paragraphs.

I find it very difficult to believe that a
man who had a Masters Degree found the Bible
(even with its archaic language) so difficult
to understand-—unless, he did not want to un-
derstand its Now on the other hand if one
wants to believe that he has a sinful nature
(as the NIV and Calvinism teaches), and that
he really can not help it when he sins, and

*

*
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brought joy to those who are engaged in it.
"They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
He that goeth forth and weeping, bearing
precious seed, shall countless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him" (Psalm 126:5,6). Paul said to those
Thessalonians whom he had won to the Lord;
"For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of
rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence
of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For
ye are our glory and joy" (I Thess. 2:19,20).

Jesus spoke three powerful parables in
Luke 15 (known as the parable of the lost
sheep, the lost coin, and the prodigal son)
that teach us a needed lesson concerning
God’s sorrow over those that are lost; but
also God’s joy over the lost being recovered
from sin. Study carefully Christ’s words: "I
say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in
heaven over one sinner that repenteth" (vs.
7); "Likewise, I say unto you there is joy in
the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner that repenteth" (vs. 10); "It was meet
that we should make merry and be glad: for
this thy brother was dead, and is alive
again; and was lost, and is found" (vs. 32).
God invites us to share in His great work of
recovering men from the sepulchres of sin and
His joy in their being saved.

* kA k% % k% % %

that God’s grace will cover it all any way,
then I can understand why someone finds it so
easily understood.

Brethren, I pray that I may never speak
against that which is good nor defend that
which is evil. But I am beside myself as to
why elders, preachers, teachers, deacons, and
Christians want to defend and promote the New
International Version and in turm . . . cast
accusations toward those who still use the
KJV and ASV. It seems, according to some, if
anyone dare to say anything derogatory about
the NIV he is a worker of Satan, The King
James Version led the people of the restora-
tion movement out of the shackles of denom-
inationalism, The NIV will undoubtly lead
some from the restoration back into denomina-
tionalism and 1s already doing that very
thing.




IDENTIFYING THE TRUE CHURCH
IVIE POWELL

Of the 1,200 plus religious bodies in
existence-—which one is the true church?
That there is a true church is without doubt
for Jesus said He would build it (Matt.
16:18). We read of its establisiment on the
first Pentecost following His resurrection in
Acts two. Also, Peter, Paul, James, John and
all of Christ’s followers were members of the
same church. To state that all of the exist-—
ing religious institutions make up the one
church is not only false but also ridiculous.
For Christ is the head of the church (Eph.
1:22-23), not churches, and He is the Savior
of the body (Eph. 5:23), not bodies. As
there is only one Christ so there is only one
body, the church of which He is the head
(Eph. 1:22-23; Eph. 4:4-6)., Furthermore,
such an argument makes Christ a freak with
one head and over 1,200 differing bodies
which conflict in name, origin and doctrine!

By turning to the Bible one can learn the
following facts:

1. The church was promised by Christ
(Matt. 16:18).

2, The church was built on Christ, amd on
Him only as its foundation (I Cor.
3:11).

3. The church is divine and not a man-
made organization (denomination)
(Eph03:9-11)0

4, Christ is the only head of the church
(Eph. 1:22-23). No man is the head of
the church on earth.

5. The church is to wear a divine name,
"the church" (Acts 12:1), "church of
God" (I Cor. 1:2), "churches of
Christ" (Rom. 16:16). Names such as
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian,
Lutheran, Christian Church, Seventh
Day Adventist, Pentecostal, etc. are
not Scriptural.

6. The church is to be organized

according to the New Testament pat-

tern (Phil. 1:1; Acts 14:23). Elders,
(I Tim. 3) deacons (I Tim. 3) and
evangelist (II Tim. 4).

7. The only rule of faith and practice
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for the church is the Bible (II Tim.
3:16-17; Rev. 22:18~19). No human
creeds, manuals, disciplines,
catechisms, etc.

8. The true church is to be supported by
the freewill contributions of its
members (I Cor. 16:1-2; II Cor. 9:7).
No begging, rummage sales, pie
suppers, etc,

9. The true church worships "in spirit
and in truth"” (John 4:24). That is,
sincerely from the heart and according
to God’s word. The true church
observes the Lord’s Supper on the
first day of each week (Acts 20:7),
engages in singing from the heart, mno
mechanical instrumental music (Eph.
5:19; Col. 3:16), the preaching of
God’s word (Acts 2), praying (Rom.
12:12) and gives as one has been pro-
spered (I Cor. 16:1-2),

10. Those in the true church enter by
hearing the gospel (Rom. 10:17),
believing Jesus is the Son of God
(John 8:24), repenting of their sins
(Luke 13:3), confessing Christ (Matt.
10:32) and by being immersed for the
remission of sins (Mark 16:16; Acts
2:38). God then adds them to His
church (Acts 2:47). Note: the Bible
does not teach "joining the church of
your choice," or that one should be
voted into the church, or received
into the church as an infant. All who
enter the church must be old enough to
believe, repent, confess faith in
Christ, amd to know why they are being
immersed (John 6:44-45).

11. It is essential to be a member of the
true church! For Christ gave Himself
for it (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25). All
of the saved are in the church (Acts
2:47) which is the body of Christ
(Col. 1:18). Hence, if one is out of
Christ’s church he is out of the body
of Christ and out of that which
constitutes the saved.

Beloved, are you a member of the true
church of God’s choice—the church of Christ?
May you so be. ’



CHRIST’S SECOND COMING

AN AID TO CHRISTIAN LIVING
GRADY SCOTT

Many sermons have been preached amd arti-
cles written concerning the second coming of
our Lord, These have largely dealt with the
who, when, why, and such of the second com-
ing. There are many ways that the second
coming of Christ can aid and enrich our
everyday Christian lives and help us prepare
for that great meeting.

An anticipation of the second coming

should instill righteousness in each of us..

Peter referred to the second coming when he
told Christians of his day, "Seeing then that
all these things shall be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness" (II1 Pet. 3:11).
Peter tells us that our way of life must be
holy. Why? Because the second coming could
come at any time and catch us unprepared to
face the judgement. When that time comes the
only thing that will matter is our holy liv-
ing as children of God. Each New Testament
Christian should live righteously in such a
way that at any and all times they are pre-
pared for the second coming.

Christ’s second coming should cause us to
have a sense of urgemcy. Every day anmd all
around us souls are going into eternity um
prepared; countless millions will be caught
unprepared at the second coming and therefore
be lost eternally. Jesus told us that the
laborer doesn’t have an unlimited time to
work (John 9:4). Paul expressed this urgency
when he penned the sacred lines of II Corin-
thians 5:11, "Knowing therefore the terror of
the Lord, we persuade men . . .' The "terror
of the Lord" spoken of was the judgement (V.
10), the event that immediately follows the
Lord’s coming. The uncertainty (as to the
time) and the certainty (as to the surety of
the event taking place) of the second coming
should cause us to desire to teach lost souls
now. That very person you were planning to
teach someday might sperd an eternity in a
devil’s hell because of your procrastinmation.

The second coming should also encourage
Christian endurance. The Hebrew writer tells
us that we must run the Christian race with
patience, or emdurance. He urges us, 'let us
run with patience the race that is set before
us" (Heb. 12:1b). One of the great messages
of the Revelation 1s: endure temptation and
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persecution, God’s cause will triumph in the
end. If God had left us alone without
assurance that His truth would be victorious
it would be difficult, yea impossible, to
remain faithful. But thanks be to God that
He did mot do that! Total victory 1is sure.
Christ will return to judge the living and
dead (II Tim., 4:1). This promise should
encourage us to persevere in the face of
great trials and afflictions.

The secomd coming should give us comfort
as well. How can we derive comfort from the
knowledge of Christ’s coming? Paul was sure
this very thought would give comfort to the
Thessalonian brethren. "And to you who are
troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from Heaven with his mighty
angels" (II Thess. 1:7). We should be com-
forted because we know that all our labor is
not in vain. If we remain faithful, if we
use our talents in the Master’s service, we
will receive a bountiful blessing (Matt.
25:14-30). The Lord will not forget us when
He returns. We can rest on the promise, "The
Lord knoweth them that are His" (II Tim.
2:19).

The second coming is a most beautiful
doctrine. It encourages righteousmess, in-
stills urgency, strengthens our erndurance,
and grants us comfort. No wonder the New
Testament writer could exclaim, "Even so come
Lord Jesus" (Rev. 22:20).

[ Youwre Invited To
HEAR CHRIST
PREACHED

INA
GOSPEL MEETING

BELLVIEN CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road

Pensacola, Florida

November 11-16

Sunday 9 & 1l A.M., 6 P.M.
Week nights 7:30

WALTER W. PIGG, Evangelist J



THEY WOULD IF THEY COULD
JIM FAUGHN

" . . but there be some that trouble you
and would pervert the gospel of Christ” (Gal.
1:7).

The placement of the word "would" in the
above verse is most interesting. In the
passage from which this verse is taken, Paul
is affirming strongly that there is but one
gospel and that it 1is all that must be
preached.

He mentions the fact that some have been
led astray by ". . . another gospel: which
is not another . . ." (vs. 6=7). Those who

are teaching this error ". . , would pervert
the gospel of Christ” (v.o 7). * There is the

implication that these teachers would like to
pervert the gospel, but that it is impossible
to do so. Peter, using the picture of a
seed, said that the word of God is "incor—
ruptible"” in nature (cf. I Pet. 1:23),

There was error being taught in the first
century and it was being passed off as the
gospel, but it was not the gospel. It had an
effect on those who listened to it and obeyed
it. They were troubled (cf. Gal. 1:7). That
is, they were . . . removed from him that
called you into the grace of Christ . . ."
(Gal. 1:6).

However, this had no effect on the gospel.

‘The pure and simple "incorruptible" word of

God was not damaged. It remained pure and
has retained that purity throughout the cemr
turies.

It is possible today to listen to and to
obey perverted teaching, but, strictly speak-
ing, a perverted gospel does not exist.
There is only one gospel and it alone is
", .. the power of God unto salvation..."
(Rom. 1:16).
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THE JOPLIN MEETING
GRADY MILLER

There can be no greater desire on the part
of God's people than for peace and unity
among brethren., Qur Lord fervently prayed
for unity and concord among His disciples
(John 17). Like David, every Christian
should view unity among brethren as sweeter
than the ointment that ran down Aaron's
beard: "Behold, how good and how pleasant it
is for brethren to dwell together in wunity!"
(Psalm 133:1). To keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace should be the
ambition of every Christian and the plea of
the church Jesus built.

Every effort to achieve, maintain and
defend wunity in Christ should be applauded.
Every forum and means at our disposal should
be utilized in the pursuit of unity. Every
‘child of God ought to be ready and willing to
go anywhere at anytime to promote and forge
unity. Every Christian should stand ready to
yield personal opinion and perspective and
accept his brother in full fellowship and
friendship. There can be neither shame nor
disgrace in working toward unity among
brethren 1in Christ. How could there be,
seeing as how this was the attitude of Jesus
Himself, and God abhors all who would destroy
such precious unity? (Proverbs 6:19; Romans
6:17,18). A failing of desire for unity
among all believers violates the historic
principles of the Restoration Movement; it
contradicts the spirit of our sweet Saviour.

It is in this context that recent events
warrant our attention. The past few years
have witnessed a renewed emphasis on unity

between the churches of Christ and the Con-
servative or Independent Christian Church,
Rube! Shelly has spoken and written a great
deal concerning the direction the Lord's
church is taking. According to brother
Shelly, the church has lost sight of and has
abandoned the unity theme of the -Restoration
Movement; all those who share a common his-
toric heritage [churches of Christ, the
Christian Church, and the Disciples of
Christ] need to do some serious rethinking
and examining of certain fundamental issues;
gospel preachers blunder and manifest a sec-
tarian spirit if they insist that a Christian
Church preacher must renounce the use of the
instrument in Christian worship; the time is
right for the church to once again stress the
theme of unity and restore a spirit and
attitude we have lost.

A new tabloid published by Don DeWelt of
Joplin, Missouri and called One Body began in
February, 1984, Featuring writers from both
the churches of Christ and the Independent
Christian Churches, One Body proposes to be a
national paper addressing unity between all
believers in Jesus, but especially those.who
are "heirs of the Restoration Movement." Don
DeWelt hopes to publish One Body on a
quarterly basis and mail 1t to 22,000
preachers among the churches of Christ, In-
dependent Christian Churches, and Disciples
of Christ; if enough money can be raised, One
Body will be sent to an additional 350,000
Protestant preachers.

And then, on August 7-9, 1984 a



*Restoration Summit® was conducted on the
grounds of Ozark Bible College, a small
schoo! operated by members of the Independent
or Conservative Christian Church., More than
one hundred men (preachers, teachers, pro-
fessors, editors, school administrators,
etc.), half from the Christian Church and
half from the churches of Christ, met to-
gether for a period of discussion and study.
According to Alan Cloyd, who was instrumental
in planning the Summit and apparently spear-
headed the effort, these meetings were an
attempt to “open a dialogue" between two
groups that share a "common heritage."
Similarities and differences between the two
were dealt with "in an extremely friendly and
cordial way" (The Christian . Chronicle,
September 1984). Scriptural reasons were set
forth as to why “the two groups should exist
as one body in Christ" (The Christian
Journal, October 1984}, The Summit is to be
the first of several unity meetings which
will take place in the next few years.

Certainly it is right and proper for
brethren to address these issues, and quite a
number have! The speeches and writings of
Rubel Shelly have been reviewed in many
papers, including this one [March, 1984]. It
remains to be seen whether One Body will
survive and how much intluence it will have.
The recent Summit in Joplin, however, needs
to be publicized, analyzed, and scrutinized.
1t cannot be ignored. In the months that
have passed since the Summit a number of
reviews and responses have found their way
into church bulletins, papers and magazines.
Those who heartily approve what was said and
done 1in Joplin have exercised their 1liberty
to say so. It seems only fair that we be
granted the same license to review and ex-
amine these recent events, make a few
inquiries, and offer a few observations.

What Was Said And What Was Done
In Joplin?

The Summit was attended by one hundred and
six men from twenty-three states and Canada.
About fifty-two of this number were members
of the church of Christ. [Incidentally, a
few of our brethren who were invited and
whose names appear on the list of partici-
pants  did not attend the Summit; some were
sick, and some have not said why they did not
go.] The sessions began Tuesday evening,

August 7th, continued all day Wednesday, and )
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concluded about neon on Thursday, August 9th.
Several lectures were given before the whole
assembly: Monroe Hawley spoke on the “"History
and Current Profile Of Churches of Christ,*®
Boyce Moulton on “History and Current Profile
Of Independent Christian Churches,* Furman
Kearley and Fred Thompson on “Exegesis and
Hermeneutics as they Relate to the Unity
Question,* Hardeman Nichols on
“Authority...where Does It End?*, W. F, Lown
on ‘“Liberty...where Does It Start?”, and
Reuel Lemmons on “Where Can/Where Do We Go
From Here.*

The participants also broke up into
smaller groups of eight to ten men for a
period of study and discussion. Meeting four
times over a two day period, these study
sessions were led or chaired by Marvin
Phillips, James C. Smith, Rubel Shelly, David
Corts, Phillip Slate, Richard Crabtree, Bob
Hendren, 0Dick Jorgenson, John Fisk, and Max
Ward Randall. Not only were the major
speeches critiqued and discussed .in these
smaller group settings, but time was also
spent in formulating proposals ard putting
forth suggestions on how wunity might be
pursued. After each session the participants
would reconvene and the recording secretaries
of each group would report to the general
assembly,

What was accomplished in Joplin? What
impression does one have after reviewing the
video and audio tapes and working through the
material presented? How much, if any,
progress was made toward Scriptural and
Biblically-based unity between the church of
Christ and the Independent Christian Church?

One cannot help comment on the irenic and
gentlemanly spirit that characterized the
Restoration Summit. Each participant con-
ducted himself in a most cordial way. In-
deed, it appears that this harmonious . and
Toving spirit is being hailed as the single
greatest accomplishment of the unity meeting;
one brother has written that the Summit .was
"not a brawl. A beautiful spirit of love for
God and one another as estranged brethren
pervaded the discussions™ (Rubel Shelly,
church bulletin of August 19, 1984).

Several reasons might be given to explain
why the Joplin unity meeting enjoyed such a
serene and pleasant atmosphere. Certainly,
anytime brethrenr come toqetherwgtor discuss
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Biblical themes we expect them to be Christ-
like in behavior. Men ought to not only
speak the truth, but do so in love (Ephesians
4:15). A forum on sensitive and contro-
versial issues does not justify a hateful and
ugly spirit. The opening comments of Alan
Cloyd set the tone for the Summit:

it cordial. Above all
things, brethren, love one another
in this meeting. Now, if you're
not equipped to do that please
politely excuse yourself tonight
and just go on home."

"Keep

Then, too, the men invited to attend the
summit were carefully chosen. Only those who
were viewed as able to get along gracefully
with others who might differ with them were
jnvited to Joplin. Alan Cloyd told them:

"Yyou were chosen--in every case--
because of the fact that you are
sound in the faith, because of your
knowledge of the Restoration Move-
ment and the two groups meeting
here...And you have been chosen
also because of certain personality
characteristics and traits. You
are the kind of fellows that can
discuss matters of mutual interest
and concern without coming to
blows. And we want to really
stress that."

There is, however, another possible reason
that may help to explain the “beautiful
spirit" that existed in Joplin., The Summit
had no teeth. It was purposely dehorned and

neutered before it even staried. The
caffeine was taken out.
It was decided months ago by the

organizers and planners of the Restoration
Summit that the unity meeting would not be:
[1] An open forum of study or (heaven
forbid!) a debate on the key issue of instru-
mental music in Christian worship. It was
felt that previous unity meetings of the past
had not achieved the greatest benefit because
they had centered around the question of
instrumental music (Alan Cloyd, “Conclusion

and Review Of Wednesday Activities"). In his
introduction of Furman Kearley, Cloyd
asserted that "we have all understood, in

preparing for this series of meetings, that
we would err if we tried to deal with the
specific points of difference that separate
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us. We need to paddle back upstream and get
to the causes of those differences.”" {2] An
open forum wherein a faithful and influential
brother could have opportunity to declare--
with all candor and no restrictions--the
unyielding refusal of the church of Christ to
compromise truth and downplay the issue of
the instrument. The "ground rules" simply
would not permit it; there was no rebuttal of
a major address and no questions received
from the floor in Joplin. Every brother who
attended and participated in the discussions,
and especially those who spoke at the major
sessions, did so with full understanding and
consent that plain talk about the instrument
was out of bounds at the Summit. One wonders
why and whether a faithful gospel preacher
should agree to have his hands tied and wear
a muzzle.

Much of what was said in Joplin was
and timely,
involved;

true

Biblical and basic to the issues
some can only be viewed as unfor-
tunate and regrettable 1lapses from good
common sense and the authority of Scripture.
Furman Kearley spoke at length about the
principles of Biblical hermeneutics and exe-
gesis; the thoughts he outlined were related
to the question of unity (which was his
topic), but did not teach top, bottom or side
of the issues that divide the Christian
Church and the church of Christ. And, with
an audience of some fifty Christian Church
preachers, here was a golden opportunity to
say something--anything--other than broad and
sparkling generalities. Monroe Hawley took
pains to emphasize that a small, vocal minor-
ity in the church of Christ do not speak for
the masses--they only talk louder. Fred
Thompson, former president of Emmanuel School
of Religion, read a paper in which he spoke
of "illumination" and challenged the notion
that the Bible is a “divine blueprint" for
the structure of the church; happily, he was
a target for both groups to take aim at and
hit. Hardeman Nichols dealt with the author-
ity of Scripture as plainly and powerfully as
possible--at Joplin. One regrets that cir-

cumstances did not allow him to hammer home
the point that the Christian Church has
abandoned the authority of God's Word and

that unity cannot be restored until it

returns to the New Testament pattern for
worship. Reuel Lemmons was...well, Reuel was
Reuel.

The smaller study groups are of more con-
cern and import. Here, away from the main



assembly, assigned topics and designated
speakers, every “delegate" could get into the
act. Questions could be asked, statements
made and challenged, proposals outlined,
criticism offered, and the Bible opened in a
less formal and more open setting. Hop-
efully, in these smaller sessions truth and
conviction were held aloft. We wonder, how-
ever, if this was indeed the case. It was in
this study group environment that the
following exchange took place.

Furman Kearley: "This is an aspect of
the isolation, is, a lack of know-
ledge of our histories. If we

could start in our congregations
doing some more study of the
Restoration history outside of our
own branch and looking at the dis-
tinctions between the conserva-
tive, instrumental and the
Christian Church."

wayne Kilpatrick: "I wonder too, if

bringing Christian Church preachers

into our class like this might not

be a good thing. Let them come in

and tell their history in a class

situation."
Furman Kearley: "Yes, that‘s right."”
Wayne Kilpatrick: "I think you can

ease from the class to the pulpit.”
Furman Kearley: “Right, and you can
get by with,.."

Wayne Kilpatrick: "..the class..."

Furman Kearley: "...telling history..."

Wayne Kilpatrick: "Yeah.,"

Furman Kearley: "...whereas if they're
telling doctrine...[chuckle]"

“And while

Wayne Kilpatrick: they're

telling history let them tell about
doctrine..."

Furman Kearley: "Yeah."

Wayne Kilpatrick: "...to make us know

that, ‘'Hey, we believe alike on so
much of this.' So that may be a
beginning point--through the
classroom."
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There can be no doubt that brethren Kearley
and Kilpatrick would be better off if Rose
Mary Woods had taped the Summit and not
brother Joe McDonald!

During these sessions each group was asked
to develop, refine and commit to writing a
plan that could be followed to knit together
and unite the independent Christian Church
and the churches of Christ. These were to be
solid, practical steps that could be put into
practice immediately. On Thursday morning
each study group, one by one, revealed the
fruit of their labors. This was to be "the
most important 3 hours of Restoration history
in the 20th century* (Alan Cloyd, Restoration
Leadership Quarterly, Winter, 1984). The
first few proposals were voiced by Alan Cloyd
and Don DeWelt on Thursday morning, The
study groups were asked to develop and
enhance them in whatever way they saw fit.

First, should the Restoration Summit be an
annual, continuing event? On this there was
unanimous assent. The details are yet to be -
hammered out but we can expect other unity
meetings to be held soon, perhaps in loose
conjunction with the Abilene Christian Uni-
versity lectureship, the North American
Christian Convention, or the Tulsa workshop
on soul-winning,

Second, should there be
held on a smaller scale? Although this pro-
posal met with considerably less enthusiasm,
most of the Joplin delegates urged that these
could and should take place if proper caution
and careful steps were followed. It was
quickly pointed out that a local Summit would
probably not enjoy the tight rein that char-
acterized the Joplin unity meeting. Alan
Cloyd warned that just any "knucklehead"
could attend and no doubt disrupt these
smaller Summits,

unity meetings

Third, should 1985 be hailed as a "banner
year" for joint worship services--under one
roof--for  churches of Christ and the
Christian Church?  This suggestion met with
fear and trembling, and was viewed as pre-
mature. Several alternate avenues were held
out: a joint “forum" instead of a worship
service, a joint "retreat" focusing on some
historical topic instead of a doctrinal
issue, or perhaps a Wednesday evening session
since this would be viewed as "less threaten-
ing" than-a Sunday service.



Other specific suggestions included: the
sharing of articles for church bulletins and
religious papers so that people would become
aware of “the other guy" and realize he is
saying much the same thing in the same way;
pulpit exchange in those congregations ready
to take such a dramatic step; joint efforts
against common enemies, such as legalized
liquor, humanism, atheism, and other issues
on which churches of Christ and the Christian
Church share common cause; and exchanging
"specialty" teachers (loneliness, alcohol
abuse, divorce, etc.) so that both groups can
benefit. '

Some Matters Of Inquiry

It was feared that the mere proposal of a
Restoration Summit would prompt some to rush
into print a condemnation of the unity
meeting before it even began. Alan Cloyd
pleaded, "I ask you as a brother and a
gentleman to hold your articles. Give this a
chance to work" (Restoration Leadership
Quarterly), Winter, 1984). This request has
been honored. Now that the Joplin wunity
meeting 1is over and before the next Summit
will convene it is time to examine and weigh
what took place in Joplin., After reviewing
the record, therefore, these questions and
concerns come to mind.

[1] Where will these unity talks lead us?
Exactly how will unity be restored and
fellowship extended between the Independent
Christian Church and the church of Christ?
What will be the specific steps along the way
to unity?

In 1939, at another unity meeting in In-
dianapolis, H. Leo Boles began his hour and a
half address by quoting Edwin R. Errett, a
grandson of Isaac Errett’s brother and late
editor of the Christian Standard.

"No man in Christendom generally is
such a bore today as the man who
merely pleads for unity and offers
no plan, and no man in the brother-
hood beats the air so uselessly
with platitudes as he who bores the
brethren with mere pleas for peace.
Such pleas have become something of
an insult to the brotherhood. What
we all want now is some thorough-
going study of the way of peace,
the basis for true unity.* (The
Christian Standard, March 25, 1939)
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Are we wrong in inquiring with Errett ana
Boles, "where is the plan for unity?" Don
DeWelt assures us in a letter mailed out with
the first issue of his paper, One Body, that
"we already have a strategy for unity by 1999

on the drawing board.* Very well; what is
it? Yes, we have noticed the specific
suggestions and immediate actions urged by

the Summit delegates. We are not so naive as

to think these few proposals constitute the
whole of Don DeWelt's strategy for unity.

Does this strategy lead to the renouncing
of the instrument in Christian worship by the
Independent Christian Church? We think not.
If anyone knows Don DeWelt's strategy surely
Alan Cloyd does. At Joplin he declared that
each man present was "sound in the faith"--
including fifty Christian Church preachers
who defend instrumental music! Why should
they renounce or even forego the use of the
instrument if they are indeed sound brethren?
Does the Joplin plan lead to the acceptance
of the instrument among churches of Christ?
No. Might it possibly include, then, the
treatment and handling of instrumental music
as a non-issue, a matter purely of conscience
and personal opinion, and not fundamental to
the division that began some one hundred
years ago? Does it call for a resolution
that the Christian Church silence the instru-
ment when members of the church of Christ
visit but continue to play the piano at other
times?

[2] Wwhat caused the division and the shat-
tering of unity between churches of Christ
and the Christian Church? Is this not a
matter to be explored and defined? Some
might object and denounce an attitude that
assigns "blame" to someone or some church.
True, this 1is an old issue and a point of
much contention. But, how can the walls of
fellowship be repaired unless it 1is deter-
mined why they were breached to begin with?

An incredibly simplistic view of Restora-
tion history and a totally unrealistic solu-
tion to the problem of division has been
voiced by one Summit delegate.

“It was amazing to me that we have
remained at a distance from our
brethren for so many years, largely

because of isolation, lack of
communication, misunderstandings,
misconceptions. Simple association

and friendship can serve to topple



those barriers in the future"
(victor Knowles, editor of One
Body, November, 1984).

Is this a fair representation of the atti-
;gdes >prgE§n; and conclusions reached in
Joplin? Is there no doctrinal difference
between churches of Christ and the Indepen-
dent Christian Church?

[{3] When will instrumental music be dis-
cussed and what will be said about it? Even
though an attempt was made to rule this issue
“off limits" in Joplin it came up again and
again and again. Try as hard as he might to
“"ride real close herd on this whole event"
Alan Cloyd could not wish the piano and the
division it brought about away. In one study
session after another instrumental music
popped up. Dick Wamsley and Alvin Jennings
reported on the first meeting of their group
Wednesday morning:

“However, we began then to deal
with an issue that seemed to be one
that more of the group wanted re-
solved, and that is, what is the
real essence of our divisions?
What is the basic issue there? And
we seemed to resolve that, when it
gets right down to it, its the
instrument.”

“...and yet, at least among the
non-instrument brothers in our dis-
cussion, it was expressed that the
gut problem is instrumental music
and its use."

Surely it is clear to all by now that, while
instrumental music may be symptomatic of a
deeper malady, the instrument itself is fatal
to unity between Independent’ Christian
Churches and churches of Christ.

Is the instrument no longer to be ‘- viewed
as making a "heaven and hell difference"? Is
it fatal error? Does its use cause God to
look upon worship as unacceptable? One
Summit delegate has declared:

"If 1 believed that I'd have gone
hammer and tongs to say, ‘Now,
people, you gotta give it up; we
can't talk about sharing this,
that--you just gotta give it up.
1ts going to condemn you',..I'm not
ready to pass a judgment one way or
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the other on somebody over that

issue* (Rubel Shelly, Sunday
evening sermon in Nashville, August
12, 1984).

Those who are formulating the strategy and
laying the plans for unity would do well to
remember that faithful members of the church
of Christ are not willing nor able to com-
promise the issue of the instrument; instru-
mental music in Christian worship s ob-
jectionable and sinful whenever and wherever
it occurs--even in those settings where no
member of the church of Christ is present.
If the instrument is right in the sight of
God let us not object to its use in Christian
worship. Let those who are weak in con-
science and deficient in knowledge be taught
and trained to "handle aright the word of
truth." Let those who would shatter unity in
Christ over a matter of opinion be censured
and opposed. If, on the other hand, the use
of the instrument violates the authority of
the New Testament pattern for worship it is
never right--even though no one may be
present who objects to its use!

[4) Can such meetings as the Restoration
Summit result in permanent and lasting unity
when men of tremendous influence and wide-
spread recognition are ignored and dis-
counted? We are told that fifty of our
“finest men" were invited to Joplin and . that
they represent the "main-line thinking“ of
the church of Christ (Alan Cloyd, Restoration
Leadership Quarterly, Winter 1984; Rubel
Shelly, church bulletin of August 19, 1984).
And yet, why were not such men as Guy N,
Woods, Thomas B, Warren, Alan Highers, Noel
Merideth, Robert Taylor, Bill Jackson, Gar-
land Elkins, and others invited? Are these
men on that "far right" and "radical” fringe?
Are these the "knuckleheads" Alan Cloyd fears
will upset the applecart? Who can believe
it!  Those who are masterminding the current
unity drive must sooner or later--and the

sooner the better--reconsider their “main-
line", “sideline® and "out-of-line" defin-
itions. Who determines "main-line" standing?

Alan Cloyd? Don DeWelt?

We do not subscribe to the view that dis-
agreeing brethren are, by the nature of the

case, unChristlike or unkind in spirit and
demeanor. A brother who begs to differ with
us--and  says so--is not necessarily a

"belligerent. partisan." Even in Joplin there
was some [not enough!] disagreement on cer-



tain fundamental issues, and yet that “beau-
tiful spirit™ still prevailed. By what right
can one say that an even stronger discussion
of more pointed and immediate matters will
result 1in an ugly spirit and a disappointing
end?

(5] What of those who voice honest and
sincere objections to the “strategy for unity
by 1999“ revealed so far? What of those who
might express reservations and concerns? Sam
Long of Milton, Florida suggested that the
opening up of the Summit to “anyone and
everyone” would be a “dangerous” thing. One
reporting secretary predicted that some would
criticize and label the Summit participants;
critical brethren who would resort to such
calumny were labeled “extremists, particu-
larly right wing.” Rubel Shelly has dis-
missed objectors and dissidents as misquided
brethren bending wunder the pressure of
“church politics® (Sunday evening sermon in

Nashville. August 12, 1984). The bold and
uncompromising--and we think “mainline”--
words of H. Leo Boles have been dismissed as

“abusive and crude” (Alan Cloyd, The Gospel
Advocate, October 4, 1984)., Yes, much has
been said of late about "harsh, steely voiced
arrogance." Some of it slipped out in
Joplin,

Conclusion

We have been neither reckless nor rabid in
our review of the Restoration Summit. The
questions we have raised and the misgivings
we have voiced are offered in the best of
spirit and the kindest of manner. Our dis-
appointment--and to some degree, alarm--does
not result because we do not understand what
took place in Joplin; it is because we under-
stand too welll

Here, then, is the focal point of our
concern, Not one single voice pleaded for
repentance in Joplin, Not one single voice
was heard to lament the introduction of
mechanical instruments of music into
Christian worship and acknowledge the bitter
division that accompanied that innovation.
Not one single voice stressed that instru-
mental music in Christian worship must be
forsaken if unity is to prevail, The point
is not that matters of great importance were
discussed at the Summit in a kind and cordfal
way; the tragedy is that no clarion call
pealed forth from Joplin directing men back
to the fount and foundation of unity--the God
given pattern revealed in the New Testament
scriptures!
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PHIL DONAHUE MEETS THE TRUTH:

James Alan Brown

Recently brother Gariand Elkins of the
Getwell church of Christ, Memphis, Tennessee
appeared on the nationally televised Donahue
show. Brother Elkins was there to explain
the actions of the eiders of the Collinsville
church of Christ in withdrawing fellowship
from an admitted adul teress.

During the course of the show many [ndi-
viduais expressed thelir personal convictions
and gave testimonlial-type statements. How-
ever, brother Elkins refused to do such but
rather spocke "as the oracles of God" (| Pet.
4:11)s Reallzing that "all scripture Is
glven by insplration of God, and Is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for Instruction In rightecusness: that
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all! good works” (Il Tim.
3:16,17)« Brother Elkins dld qulite capably
"samestly contend for the falth"™ (Jude 3),
and did wleld "the sword of the Spirlt, which
Is the word of God" (Eph. 6:17).

Despite a moderator (Phii Donahue) and a
prejudliced audlence hostile to the truth,
brother Eikins was "set for the defense of
the gospel™ (Phils 1:17)s Those who opposed
the truth "were not able to resist the wisdom
and the spirit by which he spake"™ (Acts
6:10). The only apologles offered agalnst
the gospel were "personal bellefs,” emotlonal
appeals, wlisecracks, and to Ignore the pro-
clalmer of the truth as_much as possible.
The latter method being the one Mr. Donahue
employed the most. Unable to offer any real
condemnation for Biblical disclpline Mr.
Donahue, In response to a statement from the
audience, sald to brother Elkins: "I suppose
you have a section [In the Bible]l to cover
that tool™ Reallizing that whatever he sald,
brother Eikins had the Bibiical answer, he In
effect, gave up!

Brother Elkins Is to be commended for his
stand for the truths However, all Christians
should realize that the word of God Is un-
assallable and, when we will study 1+, apply
1+ and live 1t, there [s not anyone who can
touch i+l Let each reader "study to show
thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth® (11 Time. 2:15), "endure
hardness,s as a good soldier of Christ . . .
that he may please him who hath chosen him to
be a soldler™ (il Time 2:3,4).
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