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Welcome to the

Thirty-third Annual

St. Louis Area-wide Lectureship

Theme: Tell Us Plainly

From the Lectureship Director

Tell Us Plainly is the theme selected for the 33  Annual St. Louis Area-Widerd

Lectureship.  In our world today there exists much misunderstanding and misuse of
God’s Word and therefore a misapplying of it.  Some do not desire to hear the plain
Truth and have closed their eyes and ears to it (Matthew 13:15).  The cry of some is “tell
me what I want to hear, not what I need to hear”.  They desire to have their “ears
tickled” instead of their hearts convicted (2 Timothy 4:2-4).  Tragically some are like the
people of old who said, “…Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth
things…” (Isaiah 30:10).

In like manner our theme reminds those who teach and preach of the great
responsibility that they have in presenting God’s Word not only with compassion and
courage but also with completeness and clarity (Acts 20:20, 27, 31; Ephesians 4:15; 2
Timothy 4:2-4; 1 Peter 4:11).  The speakers on our lectureship will present their lessons
in such a manner.  You will want to be in attendance for every session because you can
be sure that the Scripture will be examined and explained; sin will be exposed and not
excused; the Son of God will be exalted; sinners will be exhorted to change their lives
and Saints of God will be encouraged to be stronger every day. 

May each one of us develop an attitude of mind, longing for God’s Word (Matthew 5:6);
loving it above other things (Psalm 119:97); learning it so that we can know it (John
8:32); leaning upon it to guide and direct us in this life (2 Peter 1:4; 2 Timothy 3:15-17);
living by it every day in preparing for the hereafter (2 Timothy 4:6-8) and letting those
who teach and preach know, that they must “Tell Us Plainly” in all matters (1 Samuel
3:17-18).

Jerry Joseph
2013 Director
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On September 24, 1983, he married his college sweetheart, Tish, the former Tamela
Suzanne Hall. They have three children: Daniel, Holly, and Michael. He and his wife Tish have
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Marion, Arkansas. 
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Tell Us Plainly 
Kelvin A. Pugh 

 
Introduction 
 1. We solicit “straight talk” and “plain talk” in just about every area of our lives. 

a. When the doctor has news to tell us as a patient we urge him, “Give it to me straight 
doc.” 
b. When we are negotiating the price of a car at the car lot we demand, “Give me your 
bottom line price.” 
c. When we need directions to get somewhere we request, “Just tell me where I have to 
go.” 

2. When it comes to some spiritual matters, many times we do not want it “straight” or “plain.” 
3. Jesus, the master teacher always spoke plainly.  He never left individuals confused, nor not 
knowing what they had to do to improve their spiritual situation. 
4. As people of God, we should want the doctrine of Christ delivered to us plainly. 
5. People who are outside of the body of Christ should want to receive the gospel plainly as 
well. 
6. In our study, we will examine the following…. 

 
I. Define the term “plainly” 
 A. Use in the Old Testament 
  1. Ps. 27:1 – “ a level, straightness, an even place 
  2. Prov. 15:19 – “to raise up like a mound”; to exalt. 
  3. Hab. 2:2; Deut. 27:8 – “to engrave; to explain and declare” 
  4. Exodus 21:5 – “to say, declare, expressly” 
  5. 1 Sam. 2:27 – “to reveal, to publish” 
  6. 1 Sam. 10:16 – “to predict, to rehearse and report” 
  7. Ezra 4:18 – “distinctly” 
  8. Isaiah 32:4 – “dazzling, sunny, bright, elegantly” 
 
 B. Use in the New Testament 
  1. Mark 7:35 – “in a straight manner; correctly” 
  2. John 10:24; 11:14; 16:25;29 – “all out-spokenness, frankness, bluntness 
   
II. Discourses that were plainly taught 
 A. Elijah on Mt. Carmel – 1 Kings 18:21 
  1. Elijah plainly posed the question, “How long halt ye between two opinions?” 
  2. When people are torn between making a decision, plain talk is in order. 
 
 B. The Prophet crying out against Jeroboam – 1 Kings 13:1-10 
  1. When people plainly sin, the word of God must be spoken plainly to them. 
  2. The prophet was not concern with how Jeroboam viewed him. 
  3. He plainly and boldly spoke the word of God, even to the king. 
 
 C. John the Immerser – Matt. 3:7-12 
  1. The religious leaders were the focus of this plain teaching. 

2. “Religious” people need to hear God’s word plainly because sometimes their 
traditions become their standard.  
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 D. Jesus and the young ruler – Matt. 19:16-22 
  1. A young man asked the greatest question one can ask. 
  2. He wanted to receive information about gaining eternal life. 
  3. When it comes to the souls of men, Jesus always spoke plainly. 
 
III. Developing ourselves to speak/teach/preach plainly 
 A. Christians must learn to speak plainly 
  1. Preachers of the Gospel 
   a. Proclaimers of the word of God. 
   b. Cannot “cloud the waters” nor “water down the gospel.” 
   c. If preachers will not plainly proclaim the word, then who will? 
  2. Elders 
   a. They are the watchers of souls. 

b. If your soul was in jeopardy would you want someone watching over your 
soul to speak plainly to you? 

  3. Members 
   a. Acts 8:4 – Went everywhere preaching the word. 
    1. The word was plainly taught because souls were saved. 
 
 B. How do we learn to speak plainly? 
  1. Must love the word of God. 
   a. When we love the word of God it becomes a fire in us – Jer. 20:9 
   b. We can’t help but speak what God said. 
  2. Must let God speak and not us. 
   a. Sometimes we are afraid to speak plainly because doing so will offend others. 
   b. Let God’s word speak, and God’s word does the offending. 
   c. There is no way we can “nice” people into being saving and living right. 
   d. Simply tell people what God said. 
  3. Must study to know what God says. – 2 Tim. 2:15 
   a. There is no way around it, we must study! 
   b. Paul only spoke those things that were revealed to him – Gal. 1:11-12 
   c. We will speak plainly when we study more. 
 
 C. Why do we need to speak plainly? 
  1. Simply, souls are lost and need direction. 
  2. Many Christians are not growing and need to grow. 
  3. Only plain, biblical teaching will save and help us grow (1 Peter 2:2; Rom. 1:16) 
 
IV. Disagreements against speaking plainly 
 A. Reasons why people do not want plain teaching/preaching 
  1. That kind of preaching/teaching offends. 
   a. It offended in Jesus day – John 6 
   b. Whatever happened to Jesus will happen to his followers – Matt. 10:22-25 
  2. Speaking plainly doesn’t show love. 

3. It is a pharisaical approach 
  4. It is arrogant and turns people off. 
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Conclusion 
 1. The Bible has always plainly revealed God’s plan to man. 
 2. Without this plain teaching, man would be lost. 
 3. Man could then determine what is right in his own sight. 
 4. We need preachers, elders, and deacons who will plainly reveal the word of God. 
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IS GOD TOO DEMANDING? 
Victor M. Eskew 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 

A. The Bible affirms and the evidence proves that a Supreme God exists in heavenly realms unseen 
to man. 

 
B. This God has a relationship to all human beings. 

1. He a man’s Creator. 
a. Genesis 2:7 

 
And the Lord God formed man out of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 
man became a living soul. 

 
b. Psalm 100:3 

 
Know ye that the Lord he is God:  it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep 

of his pasture. 

 
2. In a special way, He is the Master of all those who have voluntarily submitted to his plan to 

redeem them (Luke 6:46). 
 
And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 

 
C. In God’s roles as Creator and Lord, He has a right to make demands of His people. 

1. Psalm 119:4 
 
Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently. 
 

2. Ecclesiastes 12:13 
 
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:  Fear God, and keep his commandments:  for this is the 
whole duty of man. 
 

3. Micah 6:8 
 
He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee; but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God. 

 
4. Matthew 7:21 

 
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of 

my Father which is in heaven. 
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D. The question that is before us in this lesson is:  “Is God Too Demanding?”   
1. The word “too” means “to an excessive extent or degree, beyond what is desirable, fitting, 

right.” 
2. Some people believe that God is too demanding. 

a. Those who do not believe that God exists. 
b. Those who call themselves religious. 
c. Those who call themselves true, New Testament Christians. 

3. The real answer to this question is:  “No.  God is not too demanding.” 
 
 

I. YES, FROM A COMPLETELY HUMAN PERSPECTIVE 
 

A. There are times when almost all humans will say that a certain command of God is too 
demanding. 
1. Abraham was commanded to offer his only son, Isaac (Gen. 22:2). 

 
And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah and 

offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

 
2. The rich man was commanded to sell all that he had and give it to the poor (Matt. 

19:21). 
 
Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 

treasure in heaven:  and come and follow me. 

 
3. We have been commanded to withdraw from those who walk disorderly (II Thess. 

3:6). 
 
Now we command you brethren, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 

brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us. 

 
B. God’s commands can appear too demanding also from the amount of things that God 

asks man to do (i.e., the Law of Moses is referred to as a “yoke of bondage,” see Gal. 
2:4; 4:9; 5:1, and Acts 15:10). 

 
Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of 

bondage. 
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II. YES, FROM SATAN’S PERSPECTIVE 
 

A. Satan makes God seem too demanding by pitting man’s will against the will of God. 
1. God’s will for music in worship involves only the human voice in singing. 

a. Ephesians 5:19 
 
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the 

Lord. 

 
b. Colossians 3:16 

 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

 
2. Man desires instrumental music and Satan tries to get him to believe it is okay. 

a. Man likes certain kinds of instruments. 
b. Man desires the loud sounds of the instruments. 
c. Man enjoys the rhythm and beat of the instruments. 

 
B. Satan makes God seem too demanding when God takes things from man that he sees as 

pleasurable. 
1. Man finds things like social drinking and the modern dance very pleasurable. 
2. To say that a Christian is not to participate in these things makes God seem too 

demanding. 
3. We must remember that there is pleasure in some sin “for a season” (Heb. 11:25). 

 
Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 

 
C. Satan makes us think God is too demanding when He makes us face the unknown. 

1. Numerous examples come to mind. 
a. Noah had to face “things not seen as yet” (Heb. 11:7). 
b. Abraham was called to go into an unknown land (Gen. 12:1-3) 
c. Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt not knowing the outcome of the situation 

(Gen. 37:28). 
d. Esther was to go in unto the king not knowing the outcome of the king’s 

decision (Esther 4:8-17). 
2. What Satan does not reveal is that in every circumstance, God walks with us into 

the unknown (Heb. 13:5b-6). 
 
…for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I 

will not fear what man shall do unto me. 
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D. Satan makes us believe that God is too demanding when He puts us at odds with others 
when we must obey Him. 
1. When we obey God, 

a. Some people will get angry with us. 
b. Some people will alienate us. 
c. Some people will harm us. 
d. Some people will kill us. 

2. Opposition causes us to think that God is too demanding. 
3. The Hebrew Christians were facing opposition. 

a. This opposition had not caused them to suffer violence as yet (Heb. 12:4). 
b. This opposition was not too demanding. 

1) Jesus endured the cross and the shame thereof (Heb. 12:2-3). 
2) Chastening is a part of sonship (Heb. 12:5-9). 
3) Discipline brings fruit to our lives (Heb. 12:10-11). 
4) The exhortation (Heb. 12:12-13) 

 
Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and make straight paths for your feet, lest that 

which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed. 

 
 

III. NO, GOD IS NOT TOO DEMANDING 
 

A. If we truly love God (I John 5:3). 
 
For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments:  and his commandments are not grievous. 

 
B. If we appreciate the grace of God in our lives (I Cor. 15:10). 

 
But by the grace of God I am what I am:  and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I labored 
more abundantly than they all:  yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

 
C. If our citizenship is really in heaven (Phil. 3:20). 

 
For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
D. If we have respect unto the recompense of the reward (Heb. 11:26). 

 
Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt:  for he had respect unto the recompense 

of the reward. 

 
E. If we understand the benefits of God’s demands (Matt. 5:48). 

 
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
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CONCLUSION 
 

A. The God who has created us and who truly loves us is demanding. 
 

B. The question is:  “Is God too demanding?” 
1. From a mere human perspective, yes. 
2. From Satan’s perspective, yes. 
3. From the faithful Christian’s perspective, absolutely not! 

 
C. Jesus demands nothing of us that was not demanded of Him. 

 
D. Too, when we reap the joys of our eternal reward, we will know that all of God’s demands were 

worth it (I Pet. 1:3-7). 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and 

undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith 

unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, 

ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:  that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of 

gold that perisheth, though it tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 

Jesus Christ. 
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ABOUT GODLY LIVING IN AN 

UNGODLY WORLD 
Charles Blair 

 

Introduction: In my life time there has never been such a clear distinction between godly and 

ungodly.  Those who control the media are working overtime to define for us what is correct in 

society.  The norm in days gone by was at least a “lip service” respect for the Word of 

God.  Now there is no pretense and those who choose to live godly lives are seen as being 

outside the mainstream of our American culture.  The intent of this study is remind us about how 

we are supposed to live in spite of what opposition may occur.  

I. WE MUST RETURN TO THE VERY BEGINNING OF MAN UPON THE EARTH. 

A.   Man and woman were both made in the image and likeness of God. 

1.    Genesis 1:26 

B.   We have therefore a definition of God as to what man is supposed to be. 

1.    That is, he is to be in the image and likeness of God.  

2.    James 1:17 affirms that every good gift continues to come down from the 

Father of lights. 

3.    When a person makes a decision to follow Jesus the Christ, he must respond to 

the will of Christ and be baptized to wash away his sins. 

a.    Acts 22:16 

4.    Once he obeys the truth he is translated from the power of darkness into the 

kingdom of God’s dear Son. 

a.    Colossians 1:13. 

5.    If he is taught properly then his knowledge should begin to include the fact 

that he is being changed into the same image, from glory to glory. 

a.   II Corinthians 3:18 

6.    This affirms what Genesis 1:26 revealed by the hand of Moses from the 

beginning that man is changed to be as God would have him to be, that is in the 

image and likeness of God. 

C.   One of the first departures after the sin of Adam and Eve was that Cain killed his 

brother, Abel. 

1.    Genesis 4:8 

D.   A second departure was that Lamech is the first recorded statement about a man 

having two wives. 

1.    Genesis 4:19 

E.   Following these events, Adam and Eve had another son and they called him, 

Seth.  Seth then had a child and named him Enos.  The Bible then states that men began 

to call on the name of the Lord. 

1.    Genesis 4:26. 

2.    What this means is that at this point there were now two cultures. 

3.    One culture following the way of Cain and the other the way of Seth. 
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F.    When we come to Genesis 6 we find the two cultures had merged together over the 

years.  This was brought about by righteous people marrying unrighteous people. 

1.    Genesis 6:2 

2.    Such merging always results in righteous people losing their identity because 

they move away from the image and likeness of God.  

II. WHEN WE SPEAK ABOUT GODLY LIVING WE MUST ADMIT NOT ONLY THE 

EXISTENCE OF THE OTHER CULTURE BUT ALSO ITS CONSTANT ATTEMPTS TO 

CHANGE US: 

A.   As godly people we are to present out bodies as living sacrifices to God as each day 

we strive to show to the world, what affects God brings about in a person’s heart. 

1.    Romans 12:1 

B.   The realization is that we are not to be conformed to this world. 

1.    Romans 12:2 

2.    Some have written about these words by saying do not allow the world to 

press you into its mold. 

3.    How do we prevent that from happening? 

4.    According to the same verse, it is by renewing of our mind.  We keep a close 

watch or vigil on how we think about ourselves and the world around us. 

5.    The renewing of our mind is done through the knowledge after the image of 

Him that created him. 

a.    Colossians 3:10  

C.   We live with a different image and likeness than does the world.  The image and 

likeness is nothing more than affirming what God did on day 6 of creatin week. 

1.    Those who were once our friends may find in us strange behavior and they 

want to know why we are living the way we are. 

2.    I Peter 4:4. 

3.   Why is the danger cited for us about our association with the wrong kind of 

people? 

a.    I Corinthians 15:33 

4.    Why does God warn us about even the appearance of evil? 

a.    I Thessalonians 5:22 

b.    At times we strive to warn our youth about the danger of being around 

the wrong kind of people.  We should never limit our view just to them. 

What about those whom we become married to?  Any of us can change 

but the hope of heaven is made more secure by those who embark on the 

journey of marriage with someone who shares their value of the image and 

likeness of God.  
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III.           AS WE SPEAK ABOUT GODLY LIVING WE MUST GO TO THE CORRECT 

SOURCE IN ORDER TO HAVE OUR MINDS RENEWED, DAY BY DAY: 

A.   The grace of God which brought salvation has appeared to all men. 

1.    Titus 2:11 

2.    Colossians 1:23 

3.    Matthew 24:14 

B.   When this grace of God appeared to all men, He (Jesus the Christ) came teaching. 

1.    Anyone today who declares they wish to follow Jesus the Christ must do so 

from the position of being willing to hear the voice of Jesus. 

2.    John 10:4 

3.    It is either a voice in our head or the voice of God upon the written page. 

4.    Based on I Corinthians 13:8-10, it the voice of God upon the written page. 

5.    Anyone who is unwilling to search the scriptures on a regular basis is not 

willing to hear what the Lord teaches. 

a.    Acts 17:11 

C.   What did Jesus come teaching? 

1.    He came teaching us about the two cultures. 

2.    Watch as He defines for us what should be our view of the world in which we 

live. 

3.    We are to deny ungodliness and worldly lust. 

4.    Titus 2:12. 

5.    Understand clearly there is no new sin. However, because of technology and 

advanced forms of media outlets, ungodliness and worldly lust is thrown in our 

faces on a daily basis. 

6.    Movies, magazines, billboards, printed material are just so means which 

assault us daily.  

D.   Likewise in the same verse Jesus spoke about us living soberly, righteously and godly 

in this present world. 

1.    At times we need so much to revisit the meaning of confessing Jesus before 

the world. 

2.    Matthew 10:32 

3.  We affirm to the world our faith in Jesus being the Son of God and our 

commitment to live for Him. 

4.    One cannot be baptized in a right way until such faith is known by the person 

speaking it aloud with their mouth. 

5.    After one becomes a child of God their mouth continues to be opened, that is 

by the life they live; they continually affirm that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.  

a.    Hebrews 10:23 

b.    From confession to profession with the end result being of a gradual 

change from image to image as we affirm our connection to what God did 

when He created man in His likeness and image.   
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IV.          PART OF GODLY LIVING IS UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS REALLY REQUIRED 

OF US; 

A.   Some may be deluded into thinking that as long as I am doing what is right, that is all 

that matters. 

1.    If we are living in the “rare air” of the Garden of Eden and the world in which 

Noah and his family stepped out into after the universal flood, such may be 

correct reasoning. 

2.    We do not live in either of those two places. 

3.    Our world, especially now, calls upon all of us to set apart in our hearts, the 

Lord Jesus and be ready always to give an answer to the world which asks us 

about our hope. 

a.    I Peter 3:15 

B.   The case of Josiah will help us to better understand our requirements. 

1.    Josiah came to be king over Judah at the tender age of 8 (II Kings 22:1). 

2.    He was surrounded by good men and the Bible says he did what was right in 

the eyes of the Lord (verse 2). 

3.    At 16 years of age he began to seek God for himself (II Chronicles 34:3). 

4.    At 26 he desired to repair the house of God (II Kings 22:5). 

5.    During this repairing the book of the law was found and read to the king. 

6.    It began a history of him leading the way to cleanse the land of the influence 

of idolatry. 

7.    For brevity sake, he ordered all the things connected to Baal to be brought out 

of the temple and burned (II Kings 23:4). 

8.    He broke down the house of the sodomites which were by the house of the 

Lord (verse 7). 

9.    From the time he was 8 until he was 26, where was all this stuff? 

10. In plain view of his own eyes.  Upon reading the law he understood, being 

right means doing right and condemning the wrong. 

a.    James 4:7, 8 

b.    Ephesians 5:11 

 

V.           CONCLUSION: What we need today is more foot soldiers ready to live godly lives daily 

for the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Thursday 8 pm Jeff Archey 

TELL US PLAINLY: DOES IT MATTER TO GOD HOW WE WORSHIP? 

Exodus 22:1-13 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Tell us plainly…in a word, YES!  It does matter to God how we worship. 

2. As examples from the OT (Rom. 15:4), consider two places where worship was not 

acceptable. 

a. Cain and Abel (Gen. 4). Abel understood “by faith” (Heb. 11:4).  His was 

accepted, Cain’s was not. 

b. Nadab and Abihu, priests of God offered what was prohibited (Lev. 10:1-3). 

3. As members of the body of Christ, priests if you will (1 Pet. 2:9), let us be reminded 

that it has always mattered to God how we worship for He is THE object of our 

worship.  To quote Tom Holland, “God is the audience.” 
 

Thesis: That we may be reminded of our worship to God, His commands, guidelines and 

our understanding. 
 

BODY 

I. IT MATTERS BECAUSE GOD COMMANDS IT. 

a. Consider our lesson text: 

1. God told Abraham what He expected of him (2). 

2. Abraham abided by God’s commands (3- 10). 

b. Both Old and New Testaments demand that man’s worship be addressed to 

Jehovah God and God exclusively. 

c. Pages upon pages of scripture speak of worship from Genesis 4 with Cain and 

Abel to the angelic announcement in Revelation 22. 

1. “…for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 

shalt thou serve” (Matt. 4:10). 

2. Jesus always faithfully taught worship to God.  Told Samaritan woman 

in answering her question as to correct place to worship, “…the hour 

cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the 

Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship 

him.  God is a Spirit and they that worship him must worship him in 

spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24). 

d. When we define worship, we see the following:* 

1. "to make obeisance, do reverence to, to kiss towards"  

2. "to revere," stressing the feeling of awe or devotion. 

3. "to honor religiously" 

4. "to serve, to render religious service or homage,"  

5. "to act piously towards," is translated "ye worship" in Acts 17:23. 

e. APP: The command is clear…God expects us to respond to the command of 

worship. 

 

 

Notes 
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II. IT MATTERS BECAUSE GOD CORRALS IT. 

a. Once again, God laid out the guidelines (2). 

b. “God is a Spirit and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 

truth” (John 4:23-24). 

1. "In spirit" - The right approach!  

a. God knows our hearts (Acts 1:24) and can discern its 

thoughts and intents (Heb. 4:12). 

b. “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 

honoreth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me” 

(Matt. 15:8). 

2. "In truth” – The right attitude! 

a.  “If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by 

him, as the truth is in Jesus” (Eph. 4:21). 

b. “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by 

him” (Col. 3:17).   

c. There are some things man was never commanded to worship and God 

“corrals” them in:  

1. Other gods (Ex. 20:3; Matt. 4:10; Eph. 5:5; Col. 3:5). 

2. Himself: “…not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 

think…” (Romans 12:3). 

3. Other human-beings.  Cornelius and Peter (Acts 10:26). 

4. Angels (Rev. 19:10). 

5. Vain Worship (Matt. 15:9).   

6. Ignorant Worship (Acts 17:22-23). 

7. Perverted worship (Rom. 1:21-25). 

8. Will Worship (Col. 2:23). 

d. APP:  God commands worship to Him and corrals us within what He expects. 

 

III. IT MATTERS BECAUSE GOD EXPECTS CREATION TO UNDERSTAND IT. 

a. Our lesson text: 

1. Both Moses and Isaac understood what God expected (3-13). 

2. God provides to man what man needs to worship Him (8, 13). 

b. We understand today: 

1. I worship my God in singing (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19). 

a. In dealing with the assembly in 1 Cor. 14:15, Paul states to 

“Sing with the spirit and understanding…”  

b. We see the worship unto God with praise (aim) beginning 

with me (heart, spirit) edifying and exhorting my brethren.  

“Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the 

midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee” (Heb. 2:12). 
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2. I worship my God in prayer (Acts 2:42). 

a. Prayer demands the use of the heart to be acceptable to God.  

Prayers go up before the Father above as the book of 

Revelation depicts them (Rev. 5:3; 8:4-5). 

b. In dealing with the assembly in 1 Cor. 14:15, Paul states to 

“Pray with the spirit and understanding…” 

c. We see the worship unto God with praise (aim) beginning 

with me (heart, spirit) edifying and exhorting my brethren.  

“Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made 

without ceasing of the church unto God for him” (Acts 12:5). 

3. I worship my God through remembering the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 

11:33, 22). 

a. Partaking of the Lord’s Supper demands the use of the heart 

to be acceptable to God (v. 29…“discerning”). 

b. In dealing with the assembly in 1 Cor. 11:23-25, he reminds 

them of the teaching of Jesus, Paul specifically explains what 

they are to do in remembering the Lord’s death with what 

the Lord commanded, not a common meal. 

4. I worship my God through the offering or the giving of my means (1 

Cor. 16:1, 2). 

a. Giving demands the use of the heart to be acceptable to God 

(2 Cor. 9:7). 

b. In dealing with the assembly in 1 Cor. 16:1-2, Paul reminds 

them to lay by in store (“to set, to place”). 

5. I worship my God through the preaching of the gospel (Rom. 10:14; 

Acts 20:7). 

a. In preaching/teaching such demands the need of the heart to 

be acceptable unto God. 

b. “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 

believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they 

have not heard? and how shall they hear without a 

preacher” (Rom. 10:14)?   

c. APP: The Lord's church everywhere was to follow and worship God through 

these divine avenues with the right aim (offered to God) with the right heart 

(offered by the worshipper)  

1. If you will church, God provides the ram today! 

2. Worship is a verb…it requires action.   
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CONCLUSION 

1. God commands worship, corrals worship and makes it possible for us 

to understand it. 

2. He has “told us plainly.” 

 

* All from Vine’s on line: 

<A-1,Verb,4352,proskuneo> "to make obeisance, do reverence to, to kiss towards"  

<A-2,Verb,4576,sebomai> "to revere," stressing the feeling of awe or devotion. 

<A-3,Verb,4573,sebazomai> "to honor religiously"  

<A-4,Verb,3000,latreuo> "to serve, to render religious service or homage,"  

<A-5,Verb,2151,eusebeo> "to act piously towards," is translated "ye worship" in Acts 

17:23. 
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Friday at 2 pm Jeff Archey 

TELL US PLAINLY: THE JOY OF CHRISTIANITY 

Revelation 2:8-11 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Tell us plainly about the Joy of Christianity!  What a way to begin our day! 
a. “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation” (Hab. 

3:18).  
b. There were tidings of great joy upon the arrival of our savior, Jesus Christ (Lk. 

2:10). 
c. There is joy from the results of evangelism (Lk. 10:17; Acts 8:8; 15:3). 
d. Part of the fruit of the spirit we find joy (Gal. 5:22). 
e. We refresh one another resulting in joy (Philemon 7, 20). 
f. Elders must be motivated by joy (Heb. 13:17). 
g. May our joy be full (2 Jn. 4). 

2. If anybody knows joy, it should be the church!  Let’s talk about the joy of Christianity 
through the church! 

a. Christ is the Head (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18) and the church is the body (Col. 
1:24). 

b. One church was promised (Mt. 16:18) and one body existed (Eph. 4:4). 
c. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed is 

with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 
3. Let’s see an example of joy in action…the church at Smyrna was exhorted to be 

“…faithful unto death...” (Rev. 2:10). 
4. The church at Smyrna was really tested with persecution as we note.  Do you think 

they needed joy within their lives of the blessing of assurance and forgiveness from 
the Father?  No question. 

5. As we research “Joy,” we find that while circumstances may determine greater joy, it 
is due to our faithfulness to God and serving Him that the joy and peace permits us to 
face the circumstances with renewed faith and determined, diligent persistence.  

 

Thesis: For each listener to see one’s joy and security in Christ. 
 

BODY 

I. THE JOY OF CHRISTIANITY: INDIVIDUALLY. 
a. “BE THOU...”  Although penned to the church, we note “He that hath an ear, 

let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches” (Revelation 2:11).  Our 
joy begins with us. 

b. The joy of Christianity strengthens our faith and keeps us pressing onward! 
c. The beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12) simply urge us “to become.” 
d. Multitudes of passages urge us to “be.”  130x we see “become.” 
e. Application: “Thou” narrows it down to you and me.  Let us see what joyous 

matters we can add within our lives from the book of joy, Philippians. 
1. Prayer to the Father: “Always in every prayer of mine for you all making 

request with joy” (1:4). 
2. Preaching the Christ: “What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether 

in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, 
and will rejoice” (1:18). 

3. Persistence in walk: “And having this confidence, I know that I shall 
abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith” 
(1:25). 

Notes 
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4. Practice with one another: “Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, 
having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind” (2:2). 

5. Print that you embrace: “Holding forth the word of life; that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured 
in vain” (2:16). 

6. Presented before others: “Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and 
service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all.  For the same cause 
also do ye joy, and rejoice with me” (2:17-18). 

7. People that strengthen: “I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, 
when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less 
sorrowful” (Phil. 2:28). 

8. Pattern to maintain: “Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write 
the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is 
safe” (3:1). 

9. Position that’s consistent: “For we are the circumcision, which worship 
God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in 
the flesh” (Phil. 3:3). 

10. Pressing onward to the end: “Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved 
and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly 
beloved” (4:1). 

11. Proclamation of life: “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, 
Rejoice” (4:4).   

12. Again, the attribute of joy narrows down to each of us individually. 
 

II. THE JOY OF CHRISTIANITY: FAITHFULLY. 
a. With what is applied individually, it reflects joy faithfully; “Be thou faithful…” 
b. Note Who is faithful and what is faithful: 

1. God (at least 8 times mentioned in scripture). 
2. Christ (at least 6 times). 
3. Word of God (at least 9 times). 
4. If God, Christ and the Word are, should we not be? 

c. Directly from the Word: 
1. Faithfulness develops endurance.  “…he that endureth to the end shall be 

saved” (Mt. 10:22). 
2. Faithfulness is required in stewards (ones who are entrusted with what 

belongs to another) (1 Cor. 4:2). 
3. Faithfulness is consistent (Mt. 24:43-46).  Is this not a “24/7 Christianity” 

passage? 
4. Faithfulness is good and rewarding (Mt. 25:21, 23). 

d. Acts is a book of action.  See the joy of faithfulness… 
1. WORSHIP…STUDY…PRAYER…Acts 2:42 
2. SERVICE TO OTHERS…Acts 2:44, 45 
3. FELLOWSHIP…WALKING…Acts 2:42, 46 

e. Application: The joy of CHRISTIANITY grants so much to us when our joy 
increases our faith and vice-versa. 
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III. THE JOY OF CHRISTIANITY: ETERNALLY 
a. “…unto death…”  Death ceases life.  We cannot let up! 
b. “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” 

(Heb. 9:27).  Death is an appointment we all must keep.  Don’t know 
when…cannot avoid it, but I must keep it.  May I walk the path with a joyous, 
faithful heart. 

c. “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).  As a Christian, Paul 
looked upon death as something better…a gain.  Would you?  Could you? 

d. We cannot help but to see the reward: The crown of life!  The victory crown! 
1. 1 Cor. 9:24, 25 tell of the incorruptible crown. 
2. 2 Tim. 4:8 tells of the crown of righteousness. 
3. 1 Pet. 5:4 tells of the crown of glory. 
4. “His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou 

hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Mt. 25:21).  

e. Application: The joy of Christianity constantly reminds us of something better 
in the life to come. 

 

CONCLUSION 

1. Individually, faithfully and eternally…the joy of Christianity. 
2. May our walk be renewed; our joy complete and our lives faithful to God. 
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TELL US PLAINLY… 

FELLOWSHIP 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

A. Text: 1 John 1. 

B. Regarding the text:  

1. Fellowship is a wonderful blessing which is enjoyed by the faithful child of God. 

1) However many do not understand plain Bible teachings concerning this subject. 

2. The church is to be the “pillar and ground of truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). 

1) We must honor and uphold truth in all things. 

2) Just as with any Bible topic, fellowship is to be addressed in a clear and plain manner. 

a. Gospel preachers are to preach the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:26-27). 

b. To be fair and honest every topic must be addressed as plainly as possible.  

(a) Baptism, unity, repentance, worship, etc. (Must be plain and clear.) 

(b) The same must be true with the Bible doctrine of fellowship. 

3. What is fellowship to you? 

1) Some see it as extending the hand or a kind gesture. 

2) Some have no boundries in the realm of fellowship. 

3) And there are those who realize the rich blessings of fellowship (Psalm 133). 

4. There are many questions that confront us today concerning Biblical fellowship. 

1) Are we to extend fellowship to the various denominational bodies? 

2) What about a brother who is teaching false doctrines? 

3) Can we fellowship those who are “walking in darkness?” 

5. These questions confront us today. How we answer is important (1 Peter 3:15). 

C. In recent years there are those even in the church who are “out of step” with Biblical 

fellowship. 

1. Sometimes we hear “unity and diversity” or “just accept them where they are.” 

2. Remember, Biblical fellowship is not defined by man. 

 

DISCUSSION: CONCERNING FELLOWSHIP WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. FELLOWSHIP DEFINED. 

A. From the Greek word          ( oin nia). Strong’s (G2844); partnership, that is, (literally) 

participation, or (social) intercourse, or (pecuniary) benefaction: - (to) communicate (-ation), 

communion, (contri-), distribution, fellowship. 

1. The word is translated as contribution (Romans 15:26) communion (1 Corinthians 10:16; 2 

Corinthians 13:14); distribution (2 Corinthians 9:13); communicate (Hebrews 13:16) and 

communication (Philemon 1:6).  

2. What some faithful men of the past have said about fellowship: 

1) N. B. Hardeman said, “Fellowship implies oneness, unity, coherence among the members 

of any organization.” 

2) H. Leo Boles said that fellowship is “common interest and mutual participation in those 

things which concern the welfare of each other.” 

3. Thus, when there is Biblical fellowship among brethren we are in partnership and are united on 

common beliefs. 
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B. Fellowship is not mere association, but involves being in mutual participation, communion 

and acting together for the cause.  

1. There MUST be common beliefs for there to be any basis for Biblical fellowship. 

1) God’s word is the only standard by which this can be accomplished.  

2. Biblical fellowship is not based upon the doctrines of men. 

3. In fact if one comes with a false doctrine they are to be marked (Romans 16:17). 

1) Ephesians 5:11. 

 

II. WHEN IS FELLOWSHIP ESTABLISHED? (1 JOHN 1:1-4) 

A. Notice John focuses upon Jesus as the common denominator. 

1. Jesus came into this world to unite mankind. 

1) Christ was manifested: “that ye also may have fellowship with us, and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). 

2. Fellowship is possible only in the unity of the faith. 

1) Amos 3:3. 

2) Philippians 3:16. 

B. When is fellowship established? 

1. John says it is when we enter into fellowship with Christ. 

2. Thus, fellowship is established when we “put on Christ.” 

1) Galatians 3:26-27. 

2) Romans 6:3-5. (Note verse 5: “planted together…”) 

a. The phrase means intimately connected, or joined together. 

b. American Standard Version reads “For if we have become united with him…” 

3.  Obedience to the gospel puts us in the right relationship with the Lord. 

1) By this process ALONE one enters into fellowship with the Lord. 

C.  With whom can we have fellowship? 

1. Only those who are in fellowship with God! 

2. Notice 1 John 1:3 “That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may 

have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 

Christ.”  

1) That which we have seen and heard. (The witness and inspiration given to the apostles.) 

2) Declare we unto you. (The gospel taught.) 

3) That fellowship might be possible. (Which denotes a proper relationship with the Lord.) 

3. Jesus prayed for this kind of unity and fellowship (John 17:20-21). 

1) Being “one” defines Biblical fellowship. 

D. Fellowship is established when we hear and obey the gospel of Christ. 

1. Fellowship does not include those who have not obeyed the gospel. 

1) No denominational body is included in Christian fellowship. 

2. There is only ONE body (Ephesians 4:4). 

1) That body is the church (Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18, 24). 

2) Men are added to that ONE body when they obey the gospel (Acts 2:38-47). 
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III.  FELLOWSHIP MUST BE MAINTAINED. (1 JOHN 1:5-10) 

A. John shows how to recognize those with whom we are to fellowship and how to maintain this 

relationship. 

B. Fellowship is depicted as being “in the light.” 

1. One description of the Lord is seen in the word light. 

1) God is not A light, but He is THE light. 

a. John 1:1-5. 

2) In fact --- there is NO DARKNESS in Him at all. 

2. Scripture uses the word light to emphasize and depict that which is good and godly. 

1) John 8:12 (8:32 and Psalm 119:105). 

2) John 9:5. 

3) John 12:46. 

3. Darkness represents sin and the ungodly. 

1) Colossians 1:13. 

2) 1 Peter 2:9. 

3) 2 Corinthians 6:14.  

4) John 1:5.  

a. “…darkness comprehended it not…”  

b. John says that in the struggle between light and darkness, light is victorious. 

C. Note verses 6-7. 

1. It is a lie to say we are in fellowship with God and walk in darkness (verse 6). 

1) One cannot be in fellowship with God if he is living in sin or practicing religious error. 

2) Remember “in Him is no darkness at all.” 

2. Verse 7 is the contrast to walking in darkness. 

1) In the Greek language “walk” is present active subjunctive, meaning, “We are to keep 

on walking in the light.” In order for the blessings identified to apply, there must be a 

continuing walk. 

a. To walk in the light is to walk in TRUTH. 

(a) Romans 1:16-17. 

(b) James 1:21-25. 

b. To walk in truth is to maintain fellowship with God and with one another. 

2) Note: “…the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 

a. The blood of Christ keeps on cleansing. 

b. For a Christian to stay in contact with this blood, he must be faithful. 

D. Fellowship with God is broken by sin. 

1. Isaiah 59:1-2; Jeremiah 5:25. 

2. We can never say we do not sin. (Verses 8, 10; Romans 3:23). 

E. Sometimes the faithful must discipline those who continue in sin. 

1. Matthew 18:15-17. 

2. 1 Corinthians 5. 

3. Romans 16:17. 

4. 2 Thessalonians 3:6. 

F. Fellowship is restored through repentance. 

1. Verse 9 tells how we are able to maintain our fellowship with God. 

1) IF we confess our sins. 

a. Not an automatic action but an assurance based upon confessing sin. 

b. The offended has a responsibility (Matthew 18:15). 

2) Acts 8:22-24. 

2. Without repentance there can be no fellowship. 
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IV.  CONCLUSION: 

A. Fellowship is a very important subject. 

1. Biblical fellowship is the difference in salvation and damnation. 

2. If we are out of fellowship with God in this life…we will be out of fellowship eternally. 

B. God gave us the joy and pleasures of fellowship. 

1. Our task is to establish and maintain that great association. 

1) We do this by obeying the gospel (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38-47). 

2) We maintain fellowship by living a faithful life (1 John 1:7, 9; Revelation 2:10). 

C. Let’s help one another to attain and maintain the fellowship which is spo en of in Scripture. 
1. Teach the gospel to the lost (Matthew 28:18-20). 

2. Restore the erring (Galatians 6:1-2). 

D. Remember…False fellowship is no fellowship at all. 
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GOD’S LAW concerning 
Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage 

Victor M. Eskew 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

A. God has given three institutions to man:  the government, the church, and the home. 
 

B. All three of these are under severe attack by Satan in our nation. 
 

C. Our focus in this lesson will be upon the home, specifically the institution of marriage. 
1. The home was first attacked when men and women failed to fulfill their roles in the 

marriage relationship and home environment. 
2. The attacks moved into the realm of divorce.  Presently, 50% of all marriages end in divorce. 
3. Many began to choose to live together instead of being married. 
4. Of late, the very definition of marriage is under attack by the gay and lesbian population 

within our nation. 
 

D. Since it was God who designed the marriage relationship, we would do well to look at His laws 
regarding marriage, divorce, and remarriage. 

 
I. THE ORIGINAL DESIGN (Gen. 2:18, 21-24) 

 
And the Lord God said, It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a help meet for him….And the 

Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept:  and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 
instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a women, and brought her unto the 

man.  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh:  she shall be called Woman, because 

she was taken out of Man.  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, 

and they shall be one flesh. 

 
A. God is responsible for the marriage institution.  It did not develop through some type of 

societal evolution. 
1. God saw man’s aloneness. 
2. God made plans for a help meet. 
3. God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam. 
4. God took Adam’s rib. 
5. God made the woman. 
6. God brought the woman unto the man. 
7. God said:  “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 

unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh.” 
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B. Marriage is defined as the union between a man and a woman. 
1. It is not the union of two men or two women. 
2. Homosexuality is an abomination to God and a sin that will keep one out of heaven. 

a. Leviticus 18:22 
 
Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind:  it is abomination. 

 
b. I Corinthians 6:9-10 

 
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  Be not deceived:  neither fornicators, nor 

idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 

drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

 
C. Marriage is the way to solve man loneliness. 

1. It is not solved by living together arrangements. 
2. It is not done through adulterous marriages. 
3. It is not overcome by civil unions. 

 
D. Marriage is between one man and one woman. 

1. Polygamy was not in the design of God for marriage. 
2. Man originated the practice of polygamy.  Lamech married Adah and Zillah (Gen. 

4:19). 
3. A simple study of the Book of Genesis will reveal the evils of polygamy. 

 
E. Marriage involves a binding relationship between a husband and wife till death. 

1. The husband and wife are to “cleave” to one another.  “Cleave” involves the idea of 
two things being joined together with glue.  It is a binding union. 

2. Romans 7:2 
 
For the woman which hath a husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband 

be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 

 
F. Marriage is the relationship wherein sexual expression is free to be manifested. 

1. This is found in the phrase:  “…and they shall be one flesh.” 
2. Hebrews 13:4 

 
Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled:  but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. 
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II. DIVORCE 
 

A. Divorce was not in God’s ultimate design for marriage. 
 

B. There are some strong passages that deal with divorce in the Bible. 
1. Malachi 2:16 

 
For the Lord, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away… 

 
2. Matthew 19:3-6 

 
The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife 

for every cause?  And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read that he which made them at the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his 

wife:  and they twain shall be one flesh.  Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh.  What therefore God 

hath joined together, let no man put asunder. 

 
3. I Corinthians 7:10-11 

 
And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband:  but and if she 

depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband:  let not the husband put away his wife. 

 
C. Divorce is a horrible thing that carries disastrous consequences. 

1. God’s original design for marriage is destroyed. 
2. The home, a building block of society, is dissolved. 
3. Men and women are often trapped in anger, wrath, bitterness, and the practice of 

vengeance. 
4. Families are separated. 
5. Friends are left to take sides, or, to be cast aside. 
6. Children are shaken to their core. 
7. The church is wounded. 
8. Souls are set up for temptation. 
9. Souls are lost in sin. 
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III. REMARRIAGE 
 

A. What needs to be taught at the outset of this section is that if a person divorces and 
remarries adultery is committed by both parties in the second marriage. 
1. Mark 10:10-11 

 
And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her.  

And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery. 

 
2. Romans 7:2-3 

 
For the woman which hath a husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if her husband 

be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.  So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another 

man, she shall be called an adulteress:  but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no 

adulteress, though she be married to another man. 

 
3. Millions of marriages today are adulterous in nature. 

a. Adultery will keep one out of heaven (Gal. 5:19-21). 
b. Repentance demands that the adulterous marriages be dissolved and the two 

parties become single (Acts 17:30; Prov. 28:13; Luke 3:8). 
B. There is one exception to this law concerning divorce.  If one’s mate commits 

fornication, he/she is given the right to divorce his sinful mate and to remarry. 
1. Matthew 5:32 

 
But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to 

commit adultery:  and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. 

 
2. Matthew 19:9 

 
And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, 

committeth adultery:  and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. 

 
3. Thoughts: 

a. Fornication committed by one marriage partner gives the other partner the 
“right” to divorce and remarry.  It, however, is not a command that one must 
divorce the unfaithful mate.   

b. In our discussion of this aspect of marriage, we would better define our terms to 
call the mate against whom the sin has been committed the “offended spouse” 
rather than the “innocent spouse.” 

c. Why is fornication the exception? 
1) God only truly knows. 
2) Most believe that it is because the sin of fornication cracks the most 

important foundational aspect of the marriage, trust. 
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C. Some teach that the apostle Paul also gave an exception to the permanent marriage law 
in I Corinthians 7:15.  It is often referred to as “The Pauline Privilege.” 

 
But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart.  A brother or sister is not under bondage in such cases:  but God has 

called us unto peace. 

 
1. The situation described involves a believer being married to an unbeliever. 
2. If the unbeliever departs, Paul says that the Christian is “not under bondage” in such 

cases. 
a. Is this referring to the marriage bond? 
b. Is Paul referring to another type of bondage? 

3. Points for consideration: 
a. The word Paul uses for “bondage” in the Greek language is not the word 

commonly used for the marriage bond (Compare I Cor. 7:15 with 7:27, 29). 
b. The force of the Greek word is “…is not now under bondage, nor has ever been 

in such bondage.” 
c. A marriage to an unbeliever can be a difficult relationship. 
d. If the unbeliever desires for his/her mate to forsake the Christ in order for the 

marriage to remain intact, Paul says to let the unbeliever depart.  The Christian is 
not under such bondage in the relationship that he/she has to give up his/her 
relationship to Christ.  The Christian is not enslaved in that way. 

e. NOTE:  Paul says nothing about a remarriage in this passage. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 

A. Marriage is a very important matter to God. 
1. He created it. 
2. He has given us legislation about it. 

 
B. Man needs to  

1. Choose his/her mate wisely. 
2. Commit to one’s marriage vows. 
3. Practice the Bible’s directives for a healthy marriage. 
4. Rid yourself and your marriage of all bad habits. 
5. Never get involved in an extra-marital relationship. 

 
C. Proverbs 5:18-19 

 
Let thy fountain be blessed:  and rejoice with the wife of thy youth.  Let her be as a loving hind and a pleasant roe; 

let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love. 
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TELL US PLAINLY: 
Will Only Members Of The Church Of Christ Be Saved? 

 
 
Introduction: 

A. The above question should not evoke terror in our hearts. Instead of 
running from the question in fear, we should seize the opportunity to 
answer it. 

B. There is a Biblical way to answer the question—both plainly and lovingly. 
C. We shall answer the question by asking, and answering, two major 

questions. 
 

I. Who Are The Only Ones Going To Heaven? 
  

A. While I would not suggest the following method is the best or only 
method to use in answering this question, this approach has been useful 
in Bible studies on numerous occasions.  
B. When someone asks this question, try the following steps: 
 

1.  Acknowledge the importance of the question and thank the 
person for asking it. 
2. Say something like this: “Your question is so important that I do 
not want to give you my opinion on the matter. May I show you 
instead how Jesus answered the question?” 

 

a) If the person is unwilling to look at a Scripture then you 
are not going to convert them anyway. 
b) If they agree to look at the Scripture, take them to 
Matthew 7:21-23. Ask them to read the text. 
 

3. Once they have read this passage, lovingly ask the following 
questions. 
 

a) According to Jesus, in this text, will everyone who calls 
Him Lord be saved to enter the kingdom of heaven? 
 

(1) The answer is No. 
(2) “Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven…” (Matt. 7:21). 
 

b) According to Jesus, will many religious minded folk 
be astonished to learn on the Day of Judgment that 
Jesus did not know them approvingly? 
 

(1) The answer is Yes.  
(2) Matthew 7:22-23 
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c) According to Jesus, in Matthew 7:21, who are the only 
ones who shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven? 
 

(1) The answer is “he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven.” 
(2) This same point is emphasized in Matthew 
12:46-50. 
 

d) According to Jesus, if the people of Matthew 7:22-23 
had done the will of the Father in heaven, would they 
have been going to heaven? 
 

(1) The answer is Yes. 
(2) We know this is so because Jesus already 
explained,  "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 7:21). 
(3) Show me a man that is doing the will of the 
Father in heaven and I will show you a man who is 
going to heaven! 
(4) Hence, the reason the religious people of 
Matthew 7:22-23 were not going to heaven is 
because they had not been sufficiently obedient to 
the will of the Father in heaven!  
 

e) After asking this series of questions, lovingly suggest 
the following: “Since Jesus teaches that only those who do the 
will of the Father in heaven will go to heaven, when would be 
a good time for us to sit down together and study what the 
will of the Lord is?” 
 

(1) If they suggest that we cannot understand the 
will of the Lord, point them to Ephesians 3:4 and 
5:17. 
(2) These texts teach that when we read the will of 
the Lord we can understand it! 
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II. Will Only Members Of The Church Of Christ Be Saved? 
 

A. Did God ever confine salvation to one location in the Old Testament? 
Did God ever confine salvation to one method of salvation in the Old 
Testament? 
 

1. Salvation from the flood was ONLY for those in the ark (Gen. 
7:1, 7; 1 Pet. 3:20-21).  

a) Imagine someone asking Noah, “Do you think that you 
and your little group in the ark are the only ones who are 
going to be saved?”  
b) How would/should Noah have replied? 
 

2. Salvation from the plague of the death of the firstborn was 
ONLY for those in the house(s) where the blood had been properly 
applied to the doorposts (Ex. 12:7-13). 
 
3. Salvation from death, due to fiery serpents, was ONLY for those 
who looked upon the brass serpent (Num. 21:7-9). 

 
4. Salvation from the battle of Jericho was guaranteed ONLY for 
those in Rahab’s house–the house with the scarlet cord in the 
window (Josh. 2:18-21; 6:22-25). 

 
5. Salvation from leprosy was available to Naaman ONLY if he 
would dip seven times in the River Jordan (2 Kings 5:10-14). 

 
a)  Although God specified the Jordan River as the ONLY 
place where Naaman could be cleansed, he sought to 
substitute rivers of his own choosing (2 Kings 5:10-12).  
b) Was one river as good as another for Naaman’s 
cleansing? 
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B. Did God ever confine salvation to one location in the New Testament? 
  

1. Salvation is ONLY in Christ. 
  

a) “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
b) No man can come to the Father but by way of Jesus 
(John 14:6).  
c) There is only one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 2:5).  
d) Eternal life is found only in the Son of God (1 John 5:11; 
John 6:68).  
e) Salvation is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 2:10). 
 

2. Salvation is ONLY in the church of Christ. The combined 
truth of three passages proves this beyond doubt. 
  

a) Ephesians 5:23: Christ is the Savior of the body.  
(1) Only those in the body can be saved, because 
Christ is the Savior of the body–not those outside of 
the body.  
(2) From this text, how would you answer the 
question, “Does one have to be a member of the 
body of Christ in order to be saved”? If language 
has any meaning at all, then the answer to the above 
question is “Yes.” 
  

b) Ephesians 4:4: There is one body. Paul unmistakably 
declares that there is only one body. 
  

(1) There are hundred of religious bodies in the 
world today. 
(2) But one must be a member of the one body 
spoken of in Ephesians 4:4 in order to be saved. 
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c)  Ephesians 1:22-23: The body is the church; the church is 
the body. According to inspired Scripture, the body of 
Christ is the same thing as the church of Christ. 
 

(1)  We have already established, based on 
Ephesians 5:23, that one must be a member of the 
body of Christ in order to be saved.  
(2) But the body of Christ is the same thing as the 
church of Christ. 
(3) Therefore, one must be a member of the church 
of Christ in order to be saved. 
 

C. Consider the following important clarifications: 
 

1. When we speak of the church of Christ we are not talking about 
a denomination among denominations.  
2. Some people in the religious world erroneously believe that we 
are saying, “Of all the denominations in the world today, the Church 
of Christ is the best denomination of them all, and thus you must be a 
member of our Church of Christ denomination in order to be saved.”  
3. I have never heard, believed, nor taught such a doctrine. 
 

a) Some years ago, after a lengthy series of studies with a 
Methodist couple, the light went on in the mind of the wife, 
who said to me excitedly, “Wait a minute–you’re not asking 
us to leave our denomination for the Church of Christ 
denomination. You’re asking us to leave denominationalism 
altogether and just be members of the church of Christ we 
can read about in the New Testament.”  
b) When I explained that she was absolutely right about 
my intentions, she said, “Shall we go to the pond?”  
c) She and her husband wanted to be baptized 
immediately so that they might be added to Christ’s church, 
the church belonging to Christ, the church of Christ (Acts 
2:41, 47; Rom. 16:16).  
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CONCLUSION: 

1.  If one can be saved outside of the church of Christ, then the blood of Christ is 
unnecessary, for it cost Christ His blood to purchase the church (Acts 20:28; Eph. 
5:25). 
2.  If one can be saved outside of the church of Christ, then one can be saved 
outside of Christ, for He is the head of the body, the church, and you cannot separate 
the head from the body (Col. 1:18; Eph. 5:23; 1:22-23). 
3.  Just as one had to be in the house where the blood was applied to the 
doorposts to be saved from the death of the firstborn (Ex. 12:7ff), and just as one had 
to be in Rahab’s house to be saved from the battle of Jericho (Josh. 2, 6), one must be 
in the house of God which is the church of the living God (1 Tim. 3:15). 
4.  The church is the bride of Christ (Rom. 7:4; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-27) and, just 
as one bride was not as good as another to Jacob (Gen. 29), one bride is not as good 
as another to Jesus, the Bridegroom.  
5.  Jesus promised to build ONLY ONE CHURCH (Matt. 16:18), and established 
ONLY ONE CHURCH in the New Testament (Acts 2).  
6.  What church were the saved on Pentecost members of? Or better yet, whose 
church were the saved on Pentecost members of?  
7.  Jesus only built one church! Are you in it? 
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IS GOD STILL IN CONTROL? 

Introduction:  When the Christian looks around and sees the world he lives in, turning upside 

down, faith is challenged.  The Bible, especially in the book of Psalms uses the word 

“overwhelmed”.  The so called “television evangelist” often promote a social style gospel in 

which everything turns out great.  The Christian however, using the scriptures must face a world 

sometimes that does turn upside down.  In such difficult moments, we ask ourselves, is God still 

in control.  The intent of this lesson is to say “yes”, God is still in control.  

I. FAITH IS AN INTERGRAL PART OF THE JOURNEY WHICH RIGHTEOUS 

PEOPLE HAVE ALWAYS MADE; IN FACT WITHOUT NO ONE CAN PLEASE GOD: 

A. The writer of Hebrews expresses it in this way, that it is impossible to please God 

without faith (Hebrews 11:6). 

1. Note then the component parts of faith. 

2. It is a belief in the existence of God. 

3. It is also the belief that one knows that God will reward those who 

diligently seek Him. 

B. We must make the difference between being an atheist and one that does not 

believe. 

1. On one hand the atheist completely rejects the idea that there is a God. 

2. However, one that does not trust God is guilty as well, not of rejecting the 

existence of God, but rather the second part, failing to believe that God rewards 

those who seek Him in the right way. 

C. Israel had left Egypt, crossed the Red Sea and came to the border of Canaan. 

1. That generation which left Egypt, (all 20 and above) did not enter Canaan 

because of unbelief (Hebrews3:18,19).  

2. We know that Joshua and Caleb were the exceptions because of their 

strong faith. 

3. Those who did not believe reached a point of thinking that said God was 

not able to get them to Canaan. 

4. Had God blessed them in the journey so far? 

5. Why then did they not believe God at this point? 

6. In their mind, God was not able; hence unbelief is defined for us. 
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II. ONE OF THE GREAT WEAPONS THAT SATAN HAS IS TO MAKE THE 

RIGHTEOUS MAN FEEL ISOLATED AS IF HE IS THE ONLY ONE ENDURING THIS 

TRIAL: 

A. The case of Elijah would come to mind at this part of our study. 

1. He was fleeing for his life from the wicked Jezebel (I Kings 19). 

2. The Word of the Lord came to him with the question, what are you doing 

here (verse 9). 

3. Elijah replies that everyone else had forsaken God, torn down His altar 

and that he alone was standing and they were trying to kill him (verse 10).  

4. Had he quit believing in God?  He most certainly had not. 

5. His spirit however reflects the burden of trials in which the righteous man 

feels isolated.  

6. God is in heaven and I am on the earth, what will happen to me?  

B. A trip across time to the Babylonian empire can teach us great lessons. 

1. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon had a dream that no one could interpret 

except Daniel.  Daniel gave the glory to God for the interpretation. 

2. As a result Daniel was promoted and he asked of the king that his three 

friends be promoted as well, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

3. All of this is in Daniel chapter 2. 

4. In Daniel 3, Nebuchadnezzar had made a golden image, possibly from the 

interpretation of the dream in chapter 2 and called for all to bow down to the 

image. 

5. These newly promoted Hebrews, friends of Daniel, refused to bow. 

6. Here is how they reasoned.  Our God is able to deliver us but if He 

chooses to not deliver us and we face death, we still will not serve your gods or 

this image (Daniel 3:17,18).  

C. A second case is that of Daniel himself. 

1. The Babylonians had been defeated by the Medes and Persians (Daniel 

chapter 5).  

2. By skillful trickery the men who were jealous of Daniel got the king to 

sign a decree about praying. 

3. The king not understanding what was going on, signed the decree which 

would send Daniel to a den of lions. 

4. He was isolated, opened the windows of his home and prayed to God like 

he always did. 

5. As we know from Daniel 6, God delivered him from the lions.  

D. These two events are great lessons about trusting in God and therefore defining in 

so many ways what faith means.  We need these accounts to pass on to our children about 

God and His care for us.  
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III. AT THIS POINT WE WISH TO SEEK FOR CLARITY AS WE STRIVE TO TEACH 

OUR CHILDREN AND IN A LARGE MEASURE OURSELVES; GOD BEING IN 

CONTROL DOES NOT MEAN A MIRACLOUS DELIVERANCE FROM A FIREY 

FURNACE OR A DEN OF LIONS; IN FACT TODAY THERE IS NO MIRACLOUS 

DELIVERANCE; 

A. Consider some statements from the book of Psalms. 

1. David speaks about the voice of his enemy and the oppression of the 

wicked. He declares that his heart is pained and the terrors of death are fallen on 

him. 

2. Here is the statement for all of us to contemplate.  David said he was 

fearful, trembling and horror had overwhelmed him (Psalm 55:3-5). 

3. David later on made this request.  When his heart was overwhelmed, he 

asked God to lead him to the Rock that was higher than him (Psalm 61:2). 

4. Still later David said in the day of his trouble he sought the Lord. I 

remembered God, he said.  I complained and my spirit was overwhelmed (Psalm 

77:2, 3).  

B. How many times have we studied the life of Job and see a man whose world was 

turned upside down.  

1. In all his losses and the pain he was in, we find him also declaring this 

great truth.  

2. Job said, I know that my Redeemer liveth (Job 19:25). 

3. This is not early on in his battle but rather midway and headed toward the 

end. 

4. This is not the voice of an atheist or an unbeliever.  

C. If there is no miraculous deliverance how do we face a world which is so different 

than what God would have it to be?   

 



38 
 

IV. THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS TRIALS; REMEMBER NOW WE ARE NOT ALONE;  

A. James explains to us that the trying of our faith has as its by-product, patience 

(James 1:3). 

1. One might rightfully conclude why do I need trials?  

2. Let us allow Paul to answer for us. 

3. Our trials results in patience; patience leads to experience and experience, 

hope (Romans 5:3,4).  

4. By the 8
th

 chapter of the same book, Paul states that hope that is seen is 

not hope. 

5. When our trials come, the manner in which we handle them shows to our 

children the hope we have.  It also shows them that we do not always see the end 

of what is taking place in our hearts and lives.  

6. In II Corinthians 12, Paul speaks about his “thorn in the flesh”.  What was 

God’s answer to Paul’s prayers about this? 

7. My grace is sufficient (II Corinthians 12: 7-9). 

8. From God’s view it was more important for Paul to have the thorn than to 

remove it. Why we would ask?  Because trials leads to hope.  

B. Peter knew Christians were having a hard time due to persecutions. 

1. He spoke about them being able to rejoice.  In the same verse he said I 

know that you are in heaviness due to manifold temptations (I Peter 1:6).  

2. Joy and heaviness both in the same heart?  Yes, because the trials may 

make us feel overwhelmed but the joy is in knowing who is really in control.  

C. John tells Christians that the One who is in us is greater than the one out there in 

the world (I John 4:4). 

1. When you do a brief reading in the book of Revelation about the seven 

churches take note of the number of times Christians are said to have overcome. 

2. Overcome the trial and became stronger. 

D. We can briefly consider Paul’s failing eyesight; Timothy’s health problems and 

Trophimus being left sick at Miletus (II Timothy 4:20).  

1. Could we not also bring up the death of James in Acts 12:2? 

2. His brother had to endure his death and continue the fight of faith. 

3. Paul declared that everyone had left except Luke (II Timothy 4:10).  Does 

not the same passage speak about Demas leaving Paul because he loved this 

present world?  (verse 11 speaks about Luke). 

4. The great rift between Paul and Barnabas was due to the discouragement 

that Paul felt when John Mark turned back on the first missionary journey 

(Acts 15:38, 39).  
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V. HERE IS GOD’S TRUTH TO US AS WE ENGAGE IN THE BATTLE FOR OUR 

FAITH IN GOD: A FAITH WHICH SAYS, I TRUST GOD NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS: 

A. Jesus taught us where our thinking should lead us. 

1. He uses the example of birds and flowers to demonstrate God’s care for 

them and therefore how much more He would care for us (Matthew 6:25-28). 

2. In the same chapter Jesus taught us a tremendous lesson on prayer. How 

do we begin our prayers? Jesus taught our connection to God by honoring Him 

through His name.  We begin by saying “our Father” (Matthew 6:9). 

3. When our spirit bears witness with the Holy Spirit by our obedience to the 

truth we cry out, “Abba, Father” (Romans 8:15, 16).  

B. It is impossible for God to lie.  Whatever He says is right and can be counted 

on.  God says He will never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). 

C. Jude states that God is able to keep us from falling (Jude verse 24). 

VI. WE COULD ASK, HOW DOES GOD DO IT? 

A. We cannot go to the lake, catch a fish and have a coin in his mouth to pay a bill.  

1. Let us use the tools God has given us. 

2. His divine Word that gives us all we need to get us to heaven (II Peter 

1:3). 

3. This Word is able to build us up and give us that inheritance we search for 

(Acts 20:32).  

4. Our wives, husbands and children or grandchildren can be there at the 

right moment to give us something from God’s Word. 

5. Fellow Christians who come or pray for us.  

B. I nor you have never faced a crises in which God’s people were not there in one 

way or another. 

VII. CONCLUSION: Each of us need to take time when we are concerned about who is in 

control and read Daniel chapter 4.                                                                      

Charles Blair 
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TELL US PLAINLY… 

ABOUT KEEPING THE CHURCH STRONG. 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

A. Text: 1 Timothy 3:15. 

B. Regarding the text:  

1. The “pillar and ground of truth.” 

1) “PILLAR” (stulos) that which upholds and supports. 
2) “GROUND” (hedrai  a) the basis, foundation. 

3) This passage depicts the church as being that which holds up and supports truth. 

2. Many books and programs are written which deal with making the church strong. 

1) Very often these include gimmicks, fundraising schemes, entertainment, things that deal 

with social issues and an appeal to the masses. 

2) Many believe that strength is determined by large numbers, the size of buildings or how 

many programs they have in place. 

a. None of these make the church strong. 

3) The church is forever strong (Matthew 16:18). 

4) In the brotherhood there are strong congregation and weak ones. 

a. The church is made up of various congregations (autonomy). 

b. Congregations may become weak but the church is still strong. 

5) Every congregation is responsible for keeping itself strong. 

3. Our text tells us that truth is the basis for strength. 

C. For this study we will emphasize the need for individual congregations to become strong and 

by diligent effort keep the church strong. 

 

DISCUSSION: TO KEEP THE CHURCH STRONG WE MUST… 

 

I. PREPARE. 

A. One glaring problem over the past years is that we have not made proper preparations. 

1. Far too many depend on others to prepare for them. 

1) Parents depend on Bible class teachers to teach and train their children. 

a. Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21. 

2) Many adults never prepare for their Bible classes. 

a. 2 Timothy 2:15. 

B. Areas needing preparation: 

1. Elderships (and deacons). 

1) One does not become an elder by accident. 

2) Qualifications are to be met (1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-11). 

2. Bible class teachers. 

1) Congregations cannot maintain strength without good wholesome Bible classes. 

2) It takes time and effort to teach. 

a. Ezra 7:10 “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to 

do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.” 

3) Every member must be prepared for the classes that will be taught. 

3. Preachers need to prepare. 

1) There is no substitute for study. 

2) 1 Timothy 4:6-7 (Putting brethren in remembrance of truth). 

4. Every member must make preparation for worship. 

1) This requires both proper attitude and proper action (John 4:24). 
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C. Preparation requires dedication, determination coupled with the doctrine of Christ. 

1. Study is required (2 Timothy 2:15). 

1) We must know how to live (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

2) We must defend the truth by opposing error (Jude 3; Philippians 1:17). 

 

II. PRACTICE. 

A. That which made the church strong is the way to keep her strong. 

B. Some New Testament congregations failed to keep the faith. 

1. The seven churches of Asia (Revelation chapters 2 and 3). 

1) Of the seven only two had continued to be strong (Philadelphia and Smyrna).  

C. In contrast notice the Thessalonian brethren. (1 Thessalonians 1:6-10) 

1. Verse 3 tells of their strength and dedication. 

1) Faith, labor and patience.  

2. After receiving the word they became followers. (Vs. 6) 

1) “…of us and of the Lord.” (Not just us, BUT of the Lord. Philippians 4:9 “Those things, 

which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of 

peace shall be with you.”  Philippians 3:17 “Brethren, be followers together of  e, and 

 ark the  which walk so as ye have us for an ensa ple.”)  

2) The reception was in BOTH affliction and joy. 

a. How is that possible? 

(a) This is really a great characteristic of a Christian! 

(b) Early saints demonstrated this. (Acts 5:41 “…rejoicing…counted worthy 

to suffer sha e for His na e.”) 

(c) James 1:2-3 “Count it all joy…” 

3. They became ensamples (Vs. 7). 

1) ENSAMPLES = tupos: figure formed by a blow or impression; a pattern. (John 20:25 

“The other disciples therefore said unto hi , We have seen the Lord. But he said unto 

them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print 

of the nails, and thrust  y hand into his side, I will not believe.”)  

2) Their influence spread throughout Macedonia and Achaia. 

a. Greece divided into two divisions. 

(a) Macedonia in the north. 

(b) Achaia to the south. 

3) Influence is powerful. (It will be either good or bad…depending upon our inward 

character.) 

4) “Ye were ensa ples” -- A wonderful definition of a Christian. 

a. Titus 2:7 “In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works…” 

b. Philippians 2:15 “That ye  ay be bla eless and har less, the sons of God, 

without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye 

shine as lights in the world;”  

c. Matthew 5:16 “Let your light…” 

5) Influence must be in our lives as well. 

a. 1 Timothy 4:12 “Be thou an exa ple of the believers…” 

b. How long can we teach ONE thing and LIVE another? 

4. They became teachers. (Vs. 8) 

1) They took seriously their responsibility to teach. 

a. Even in the face of persecutions. (2 Timothy 3:12 “Yea, and all that will live 

godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”) 

b. *** NOTE: “…so that we need not to speak anything.”  
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D. They illustrate the Christian life (Vs. 9-10).  NOTE THREE THINGS. (Changed; Serving; 

Waiting.) 

1. “TURNED TO GOD.” (Changed.) 

1) Turned = epistrepho: change in direction. 

2) Same word found in 2 Corinthians 3:16 Jews “turning to the Lord.” 

a. Romans 6:3-6 (Changed to walk in “newness of life.”) 

b. 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any  an be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 

things are passed away; behold, all things are beco e new.”  

3) This represents a changed life. (New Creature.) 

a. Must always be a changed life. 

b. Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted…” 

c. Ephesians 4:22-24 “That ye put off concerning the for er conversation the old 

man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the 

spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in 

righteousness and true holiness.”  

4) Many have not been converted. 

a. They do not put on the new man. 

b. Why? Because they have not put off the old man. 

5) Jesus said we  ust beco e as “little children” (Matthew 18:3). 

2. “TO SERVE.”  (Vs. 9). 

1) Not only turned…but now have a new affection. 

2) “TO SERVE” is present infinitive: showing continuous action! 
3) The character of service: 1 Thessalonians 1:3. 

a. “without ceasing” = tireless dedication (Faith, Love, Patience.) 

b. Philippians 2:1-8. 

4) Serving means to give rather that expecting to be served. 

a. Matthew 20:26-27 “But it shall not be so a ong you: but whosoever will be 

great among you, let him be your minister; And whosoever will be chief among 

you, let him be your servant:”  

5) To serve GOD we must also serve mankind (Matthew 25:31-46). 

3. “WAIT.” (Vs. 10) 

1) Paul now discusses the proble  they are facing. (The Lord’s co ing and the 

resurrection.) 

a. This is important for them to understand. 

b. Jesus promised to come again (John 14:1-4). 

c. That great event is pro ised…BUT the ti e is unknown! 

(a) Matthew 24:36, 42. 

(b) 1 Thessalonians 5:2 “For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 

co eth as a thief in the night.”  

4. Can we understand why it is important to KNOW THAT HE WILL COME AGAIN? 

1) The word “WATCH” in Matthew 24:42 (gregoreo) means to stay awake! 

2) Why be alert? Alert indicates awareness and readiness! 

3) 1 Peter 5:8 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”  

4) 2 Timothy 4:8 “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 

also that love his appearing.” 
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E. Paul speaks of keeping oneself “from the wrath to come” (Vs. 10). 

1. Keeping the faith is emphasized (Vs. 9). 

2. The reason is explained (Vs. 10). 

F. The church at Thessalonica did those things which would keep them strong. 

 

III.  CONCLUSION. 

A. In this study we have seen the need for preparation and practice. 

B. Congregations today need to set their “affection on things above” (Colossians 3:1-2). 

1. Forget all those gimmicks, gadgets and games. 

2. These will not make nor keep the church strong. 

3. Only obedience to God’s will  ake us strong. 

1) Isaiah 40:31. 

2) Ephesians 6:10-20. 

4. Our strength is found in the Lord. 

1) 1 Corinthians 16:13; Philippians 4:13. 
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How To Live TODAY For The HEREAFTER 
 

B. J. Clarke 
 

Introduction: 
A. Satan will do anything within his power to distract us from our number one 

mission of preparing for the hereafter.  
B. Satan does not want us thinking about the hereafter, so he tries to divert our 

attention to pursuing earthly pleasures. His use of fleshly lusts as a weapon 
in the war against the soul is not new (1 Peter 2:11). 

 
1. He used this weapon in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:1-6; 1 John 2:16). 
2. He used it against Judah (Gen. 38:2); Samson (Judges 16:1) and David  

   (2 Sam. 11:2). 
3. He used this weapon skillfully to get Solomon off of the right path 

(Eccl. 2:1-11) 
4. He tried to use these same weapons against the Son of God (Matt. 4:1-

11). 
 

C. Satan is employing the same methods today!  
 

1. He wants us to lay up treasures on the earth (Matt. 6:19-21). 
2. He wants us to think that a man’s life consists of the abundance of the 

things that he possesses (Luke 12:15). 
3. He wants us to pursue youthful lusts (2 Tim. 2:22). 
4. He wants us to set our affection on things on the earth—things under 

the sun (Col. 3:1-2; Ecclesiastes). 
5. He wants us to make the same mistake that Esau made—to trade 

future blessings for the immediate gratification of our fleshly 
appetites (Gen. 25:27-34). 
  

 D. Thomas A Kempis said, “The devil never sleeps and your flesh is very much  
  alive. Prepare yourself for battle.” 

E. But how can we learn to live today for the hereafter? What will help us to live 
each day in view of the hereafter? 

 
I. REMEMBER WHAT HE DID 

 
A. One thing that will help me live today for the hereafter is to remember how 

much Jesus did in the past for me.  
B. When I reflect upon what Jesus did for me in the past it makes it harder for 

me to live selfishly in the present.  
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C. What did He do in the past to make my today and tomorrows so bright? The 
Apostle Peter answered this question extensively in his inspired epistles. 
What did Jesus do? 
 
1. He bled for me so that I could be sanctified, and have multiplied 

amounts of grace and peace (1 Pet. 1:2). 
2. He suffered for me so that I could someday participate in His glory (1 

Pet. 1:11). 
3. He bled for me so that I could be redeemed (1 Pet. 1:19). 
4. He suffered for us and “bare our sins in His own body on the tree,” so 

that we might live and be healed from our sins (1 Pet. 2:21-24). 
5. He suffered for our sins so that He might justify us and bring us to God 

(1 Pet. 3:18) 
6. He was raised from the dead and went into heaven, and is on the right 

hand of God (1 Pet. 3:21-22). 
7. He suffered for us in the flesh (1 Pet. 4:1). 

 
II. REMEMBER WHAT YOU DID 

 
A. To help us maintain our allegiance to Christ, even in the face of stiff 

opposition, it is helpful to remember what we did when we made our 
commitment to Christ. 

B. What did we do when we obeyed the Gospel? 
 
1. We purified our souls in obeying the truth (1 Pet. 1:22). 
2. We became born again (1 Pet. 1:23-25). 

               3. We became heirs of “exceeding great and precious promises” (2 Pet. 
1:4). 

                            4. We were purged from our old sins (2 Pet. 1:9).  
               5. We “escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Pet. 

1:4) and “escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 2:20). 

  
 C.           Remembering the commitment we made to Jesus in the past, helps keep us 

anchored to our purpose in the present, as we live from day to day in 
preparation for the future!    
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III. REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE  
 
A. It is easier to live today for Jesus if we remember who we are! 
B. Who are we? 

 
1. We are sanctified (1 Pet. 1:2). 
2. We are redeemed (1 Pet. 1:18-19). 
3. We are living stones in a spiritual house (1 Pet. 2:5). 
4. We are an holy priesthood (1 Pet. 2:5). 
5. We are a chosen generation (1 Pet. 2:9). 
6. We are a royal priesthood (1 Pet. 2:9). 
7. We are an holy nation (1 Pet. 2:9). 
8. We are a peculiar people (1 Pet. 2:9). 
9. We are the people of God (1 Pet. 2:10). 
10. We are “strangers and pilgrims” (1 Pet. 2:11). 
  

IV. REMEMBER YOUR FUTURE 
 
A. Every day, before we make any decision, we should ask ourselves if/how that 

decision would determine where we live hereafter! 
B. We are to live in constant awareness of the Second Coming of Christ. 

 
1. Our faith must be found unto praise and honour and glory at the 

appearing of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1:7). 
2. We are to “gird up the loins” of our minds, and soberly wait and hope 

for the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1:13). 
3. We are to engage in good works today in order that God may be 

glorified in the day of visitation (1 Pet. 2:12). 
4. We should live every day in full awareness that we shall in the future 

“give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead” (1 
Pet. 4:5). 

5. Elders, who serve under the Chief Shepherd, should serve in such a 
way so that “when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away” (1 Pet. 5:4). 

6. As we live each day we must remember that “the Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment to be punished” (2 Pet. 2:9). 
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7. Although we have lived many days without facing the final judgment, 
we must remember that:  

 
                        a. "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 

men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9) 

                        b. “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; 
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 
up” (2 Pet. 3:10). 

 
 C. Peter makes the application of these facts about the future by showing how 

they ought to affect us in the present: 
 
             1. “Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 

persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking 
for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat?” (2 Pet. 3:11-12). 

             2. “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness” (2 Pet. 3:13). 

             3. “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that 
ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless” (2 Pet. 
3:14).  

 
Conclusion: 

A. What you go after here will determine where you go hereafter! 
 B. Therefore let us live each today with determination to do the following: 

  
1. We must “gird up the loins” of our minds (1 Pet. 1:13);  
2. We must be obedient children (1 Pet. 1:14-17);  
3. We must sojourn here in fear (1 Pet. 1:17);  
4. We must steadfastly resist the devil (1 Pet. 5:8-9);  
5. We must add the Christian graces (2 Pet. 1:5-11);  
6. We must be mindful of the Word of God (2 Pet. 3:1-2). 
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“Tell Us Plainly About Finding True Happiness” 

By Tish Clarke 

Intro: Even in the midst of great turmoil, Lincoln believed happiness and peace were attainable. 

His beloved country was being torn apart by war, his own family fought and died on opposing 

sides, and he had powerful political enemies. Yet, he wisely stated, “Most folks are as happy as 

they set their minds to be.” Depressions, hopelessness, despair—all are prominent in the world 

today due to varied, difficult circumstances we find ourselves. Often we must choose to be happy 

even in the midst of great sorrow. What is God’s answer to finding happiness?  

What is happiness? 

I. Man often defines happiness as wealth, pleasure, contentment, joy. Solomon sought 

after each one of these in his life and was most miserable.  

a. Which one is happy? The man with six million dollars or the man with six 

children? The man with six children; he knows he doesn’t want another child! 

b. The widow, who gave her all in Mark 12, was content in her poverty and 

generous in her spirit. 

c. Joy is defined in various ways by each individual. True joy can only be defined by 

the One who created it.  

II. God’s description of true happiness is far different than man’s view.  

a. Paul eloquently spoke of joy and happiness from a Roman prison in Phil. 4: 

i. Vs. 1—His “joy and crown” were his fellow Christians. 

ii. Vs. 3-4—He taught them “rejoice in the Lord always” because their name 

was found in the book of life. 

iii. Vs. 8-9—In order to have contentment, he taught them to think on the 

Christian virtues. 

iv. Vs. 10-19—Joy and contentment can be found in serving others and 

choosing holiness in whatever circumstance you find yourself.  

v. Vs. 21-22—Christian friends from near and far provide blessings. 

b. Psalm 63 is a beautiful depiction of a man’s soul thirsting after God. Joy and 

rejoicing in this chapter comes about from having a true connection with our 

Maker. 

c. True happiness comes in imitating Christ as a servant (John 13:1-17). 
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Can we find true happiness in difficult times? 

III. “Life is a journey, not a destination,” Ralph Waldo Emerson is credited with saying. 

He had it half right. Since the destination we will reach is either Heaven or Hell, 

where we end up in eternity matters greatly! Our destination hinges upon the path we 

choose to take in our journeys. Therefore the destination is determined by our 

decisions as we walk our paths. Life holds a wide spectrum of joys and pains. True 

happiness in the midst of pain comes about when we walk through the valley of 

sorrow with God by our side as these biblical characters did: 

a. Paul’s life was not a bed of roses (2 Cor. 11:24-26, 1 Tim. 4:6-8). 

b. Noah lived in the midst of extreme wickedness and perversion (Gen. 6-9). 

c. Hannah wept and grieved at her childless state (2 Sam. 1:1-15). 

d. Abigail was married to an evil and churlish man (1 Sam. 25:3). 

e. Solomon’s vast riches brought him emptiness (Eccl. 1-2). 

IV. Difficulties and stressful times often come in our lives because we do not control our 

emotions and words. How often do we create the discord in our lives by our rash 

actions? How many times have friendships been destroyed, families rent in two, or 

even churches split because we put our pride, foolish ideas, and self before the good 

of others?  

a. Humility (Col. 3:12; 1 Peter 5:5; Eph. 4:1-2) 

b. Control our tongues (Psalm 34:12-14, 39:1-3, 52:1-3; James 1-3; 1 Peter 3:9-11) 

c. Priority issues (Matt. 6:33; Luke 12:34; Psalm 90:12) 
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V. God’s Jewels by Helen Steiner Rice: 

We watch the rich and famous 

Bedecked in precious jewels, 

Enjoying earthly pleasures, 

Defying moral rules— 

And in our mood of discontent 

We sink into despair 

And long for earthly riches 

And feel cheated of our share— 

But stop these idle musings,  

God has stored up for you 

Treasures that are far beyond 

Earth’s jewels and riches, too— 

For never, never discount 

What God has promised man 

If he will walk in meekness 

And accept God’s flawless plan— 

For if we heed His teachings 

As we journey through the years, 

We’ll find the richest jewels of all 

Are crystallized from tears. 

If we would but “Trust and Obey.” 

VI. Notice the refrain of this beautiful hymn: Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to 

be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

a. 1
st
 stanza: we need to walk in the light of His Word in order to be happy in Jesus. 

b. 2
nd

 stanza: there is no burden or sorrow that we bear which God cannot take care 

of in our lives. Do we trust and obey Him? 

c. 3
rd

 stanza: we must lay our burdens upon God. Can we let go and trust God to 

carry the heavy load? 

d. 4
th

 stanza: our lives will be spent walking in His paths and not our own to reach 

fellowship sweet. 

VII. Godly wisdom brings true happiness (Proverbs 3). 

Conclusion: Psalm 32:1-10 reveals true happiness and rejoicing come from having a clean soul. 

Notice verse 11, “Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are 

upright in heart.” What is keeping you from true happiness? 

 


