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Verse 12. For the significance ot 
my Bon see the comments at Prov. 
1: 8. By these denotes the words of 
wisdom referred to in vs. 10, 11 and 
ottered tor the guidance of the youth. 
Solomon bids the son. to be admonisbed 
by these words and not have his mind 
all worn out with many books ot man's 
production. 

Verse 13. Hear the conclusion meana 
to give attentton and the writer will 
sum up all of the truths and principles 
he has been giving In the book. The 
sum of it is that if one fears or re­
spects God so that he will keep his 
commandments, he wtll be discharging 
the duty of man to the Lord. 

Verse 14. JudU'rne nt is from an origi­
nal that has a wide range of meanings. 
Its central thought is a sentence or 
verdict, and its application is not re­
stricted to any particular time or 
place. The force of this verse is that 
God will decide as to the right or 
wrong of all things pertaining to the 
conduct ot man. The verse is offered 
as a concluding exhortation and in 
conjunction with the preceding ad­
monition to do the commandments 
01 God. 

SONG OF SOLOMON 1 
General remarks: This book de­

scribes conversations and visits be­
tween Solomon and his favorite wife, 
the daughter of Pharaoh. (1 Ki. 3: 1.) 
These associations could have been 
supposed or actual or both as far as 
their nature Is concerned. However, 
the probability is that Solomon really 
put the words into the mouth of his 
beloved wife to represent what he be­
lieved sbould at least have been her 
own sentiments. He might have been 
somewhat disappointed in her final re­
action to bis ardent advances, and if 
that is the case, it will throw some 
light on his statement about women 
in Eccl. 7 : 28. At any rate, whether 
Solomon actuaHy had such experiences, 
or it the "wish was falher to lhe 
thought," he enlarges on the subject 
and puts it down In bls writing to give 
the reader a view of the love that 
should exist between a man and his 
wife. If the reader w11l keep this in 
view he will not be confused as to the 
proprIe ty ot the intimate expressions 
made between the two parties. As a 
gutde In properly classifying each part 
of the varIous conversations between 
this husband and wife, I suggest the 
reader mark his Bible as follows: 
Ch. 1: 1·7 Is the wUe, and ch. 1: 8-11 

is the husband. From now on the 
initial letter of husband and wife only 
will be used: ch. 1: 12-3: 11, w; ch. 
4: 1-15, b; ch. 4 : 16, w; ch. 5: 1, h; 
ch. 5: 2·8; w; ch. 5: 9, daughters of 
Jerusalem ; ch. 5: 10-16. w; ch. 6: 1, 
daughters of Jerusalem; ch. 6: 2, 3, w; 
ch. 6: 4-7: 9, h; ch. 7: 10-8: 14, w. 

Verse 1. Song of songs. In many 
works ot reference this book is called 
Canticles, abbreviated Cant. It Is trom 
the English word canticles which 
means "A song or hymn." The wife 
regards a song about Solomon as a 
song OF songs, 01' a song of special 
importance. 

Verse 2. Kiss Is from NASHAQ and 
Strong's lexicon says it is a primitive 
root and that it Is Identical with an­
other Hebrew word through the Idea 
of "fastening up," and which has been 
defined, "to catch fire." The word of 
our verse Is defined, "To kiss, literally 
or ftguraUvely (touch); also (as a 
mode of attachment). to equip with 
weapons." In view of the wide mean­
ing of the word. we can appreciate the 
ardor in the request of the beloved 
wife. She was not asking merely tor 
an indication ot affection of some kind. 
which could be truly considered as a 
form of kiss, but she longed for the 
literal kiss in all of its possible in­
tensity, and that would need to be per­
formed with hi& mouth as it is worded 
here. Such an act would be an ex­
pression ot deepest love and would 
be more exhilarating than wine, be­
cause its thrUl1ng effect would not 
merely move the physical and nervous 
sensations, but would set into vibra· 
tion every chord of the afIections. 

Verse 3. See the comments at Provo 
17: 17 on the subject ot perfumes, and 
its relation to the passionate atTections 
between the sexes. 

Verse 4. Draw n~e Is an affectionate 
appeal that any wife would have the 
moral right to make of he'r husband. 
We will run after thee has been ren­
dered "let us hasle" in another trans­
lation. The wife is eager for the com· 
pany of her mate. The king hath 
brought me, etc. Let It be remembered 
that many a man In olden times had a 
plurality of wives. It would be under­
stood that he would not live with any 
one of them continuously. and this 
would be especially true of kings. 
Hence when a husband wished to visit 
one of his wives be would need to 
make a call on her at ber apartment, 
or have her go witb blm to bis. (See 
Gen. 30: 14·1.6.) This will account for 
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the frequent passages in this book that 
represent the wife as longing for and 
even seeking the opportunity for the 
intimacies with ber husband. When 
these customs of those limes (as to plu­
rality of wives), which were suttered 
(not "permitted"). are considered. we 
wUl understand the many passion­
ate scenes in the story to be perfectly 
proper and right. I earnestly request 
the reader to keep the comments on 
this verse in mind and refer to them 
frequently. 

Verse 5. Solomon's favorite wife 
being an Egyptian (1 Ki. 3: 1) she 
would naturally have a dark skin. She 
Is represented as taking an attitude 
of self-pity and pleading that notwith­
slanding being dark she was beauUful. 
K edar is from Ql:OAR and means 
"dusky," and she compared herself to 
that, which she claimed was an attrac­
tive color, also the curtains in the 
palaces of Solomon were a beautiful 
dark color. 

Verse 6. The brotbers and sisters 
would naturally be black also since 
they were Egyptians, yet the wife 
complains that she was darker than 
the others. She explains that ahe was 
compelled to do the rough work for 
the family. That exposed her to the 
sun whicb caused her to be darker 
than the others who had only their 
nationality to blame for their com· 
plexion. My own vineyards have I not 
kept is a figure of speech, meaning 
she was kept so busy slaving for the 
others she had no time to take care of 
her own personal interests. We should 
bear in mind that Solomon was the 
composer of aU this language. He rep­
resented his beloved wife as having 
been mistreated by ber family, and be 
was championing her interests because 
of his love for her, 

Verse 7. A person in love wtshes to 
be near the object of that love. This 
wife could not always be near him 
(see v. 4). so she inquires where he 
will be at the noon hour when she 
would find him somewhat at leisure 
and could give her some attention. 
(Ruth 2: 14.) Why 8MUId I, etc. This 
means she was not interested in his 
docks but in him, therefore she dId 
not wish to spend the time near any 
other 1l0cks. 

Verse 8. The preceding verses were 
the first speech of the wife and the 
husband answered ber earnest inquiries 
wfth replies equally warm. He began 
hls answer with a compliment and 
said she was the fairest amonO women. 

He did not use the first word with 
reference to the complexion as we use 
it, for be had just represented her as 
being darker than the others of ber 
race. It is from YAPHER, which Strong 
defines, "beautiful." He told her she 
could meet him if she would trace the 
tracks of the sheep untn they reached 
the tents of the shepherds. Thus a 
meeting place was arranged for these 
two lovers. 

Verse 9. Compa1lY is not in the origi­
nal as a separate word. The original 
for horse is in the feminine gender. 
The strange comparison is due to tbe 
fact that a creature regarded as good 
enough to be attached to the chariot 
of Pharaoh must not only be full of 
life, but be very attractive, 

Verse 10. Solomon means her cheeks 
and neck are as beauUful as if deco­
rated with gold and jewels. 

Verse 11. Bonter8 is from a word 
that is defined "a string." Solomon 
promised to give his wile a strand of 
gold and silver beads. 

Verse 12. The wife now takes up 
the conversation, but it is not all ad­
dressed directly to the husband. Much 
of it Is In a meditative form as if she 
were talking about him rather than 
to him, Table is from MECIBOOWTH and 
Strong defines it," a divan," 8itteth 
is not in the original. The verse 
means that while the king is on his 
divan she w111 treat him to the odor 
of her ointments. 

Verse 13. Bundle of myrrh Is a figure 
of speech as if she would compare her 
husband to a packet of the most de­
lightful perfume, And Just as a woman 
would wear such an article on ber 
bosom, so she would reecive her hus­
band's presence aU the night long. 

Verse 14. This Is another comparj­
son made by the wife about her hus­
band, likening him to some object that 
is pleasant to the sigbt and has a 
pleasing odor. 

Verse 15. Fair does not necessarlly 
refer to the complexion, but is defined 
in the lexicon with the simple word 
"beautiful." According to Strong's lexi­
con, the reference to dove8 Is because 
of "the warmth of their mating." The 
same author says it Is derived from 
another Hebrew word that means some­
thing that Is intoxicating. It means 
she regarded her husband's eyes as 
being intoxicating to her. 

Verse 16. The wlte again declares 
her husband is beautiful and pleasant. 
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Bed is green means their associations 
are always agreeable. 

Ve'rse 17. Cedar and fir are woods 
that are beautiful in texture and have 
a pleasant odor. The verse is a figure 
of speech to mean the luxuriousness 
of their dwelling. 

SONG OF SOLOMON 2 
Verse 1. We might think of this 

speech as being, vain or boastful were 
it not really the composition ot Solo­
mon. He is putting these words in he r 
mouth because he thinks that about 
her from his heart. 

Verse 2. In the preceding verse the 
wife is compared to some of the most 
beautiful flowers. In this the olber 
women are compared to thorns and 
the husband a lily. 

Verse 3. Switching from flowers to 
trees tor ber comparisons, she likens 
he r husband to the apple tree . which 
was one of the most desirable because 
of its delicious fruit. The contrast be­
tween it and the common trees of the 
forest is like the difference between 
her husband and other men. Continu­
ing her imagery, she sees herself sit­
ting under the shaded protection of 
the foliage, and par laking of lhe fruit 
whIch is sweet and delightful in its 
fragrance. 

Verse 4. A true lover would enter­
tain his beloved by taking her to the 
most desirable places of joy and plea­
sure. WhUe doing so· he should act 
the part of a true escort by guarding 
her honor and sense of security. The 
most assuring symbol of protection in 
this case was the banner or ensign 
of love. 

Verse 5. Of course we will under­
stand the house of pleasure presided 
over by Solomon would be one that 
afforded the enjoyment of tender love 
scenes between him and his favorite 
wife. Wilh such a vision before her 
she becomes very affectionate and 
longs for the return of his affection. 
To stay means to comfort or support. 
Flagons m eans some kind of com­
pressed fruit and apples were noted 
for their fragrance. The wife is so 
overcome wJth sentimental emotions 
tbat sbe pleads for the stimulation of 
these products of t he fruits which 
would serve as a {onic to a bewildered 
nerve system. 

Verse 6. This verse pertains to some 
of the sacred intimacies that are per­
milled between a husband ·and wife. 
The second clause refers to the same 

thought expressed in Provo 5: 19, sec­
ond clause. 

Verse 7. Roes and hinds are graceful 
creatures but possess no supernatural 
power by which to enforce an oath. 
The reference to them in this instance 
is a friendly but earnest request (al­
most demand) for the daughters of 
Jerusalem to refrain from disturbing 
her loved one while he wishes to be 
resting. 

Verse 8. Sbe imagines hearing her 
husband's voice and seeing him spring­
ing over the hills toward her. 

Verse 9. Her Imagination continues 
and she fancies seeing her loved one 
standing by the wall and peering at 
her through the opening. There could 
be nothing improper in such conduct, 
for he is her husband. While he has 
other wives whom he could legally 
visit, yet it would be thrilling to de­
tect him taking these liberties wilh 
her. 

Verse 10. But he did not stop at 
these Informal approaches to her place 
of r eti rement. He called for her to 
come out and go with him. 

Verse 11. The weather had changed 
for the better so nothing should pre­
ventlhem from taking a Stroll together. 

Verse 12. Spring time had come as 
indicated by the appearance of the 
flowers, Turtle is a short form for 
turtle-dove, a bird of the piegon tam­
ily. It makes a plaintive sound when 
it sings, and is suggestlve of some 
sweetly-sad love expression. 

Verse 13. This verse is still on the 
subject of the advanced season, and 
the conditions such as lovers would 
appreciate while wandering together. 

Verse 14. Dove is from the same 
original used in ch. 1: 15. Strong ex­
plains the reference to it "from the 
warmth of the mating." Having used 
t he dove for her comparison; the wife 
thinks of her beloved husband as 
hiding in secluded places such as clefts 
of rocks or covered angles of the stairs. 
She wishes for him to come out from 
his cover that she rna}' see him and 
hear his voice. By countenance she 
means his form of body and says it 
is comely or beautiful. 

Verse 15. This verse may be eon­
sidered as a liltle song which the wlte 
sings chiefly for the ears of her hus­
band. She chooses for ber little ditty 
the subject of t he faxes that destroy 
the tender vines. A vineyard of grapes 
would be an inviting place to loiter, 
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therefore the plea is for the foxes to 
be taken or seized. 

Verse 16. This is another declara~ 
tion of the mutua l love that exists 
between the two. Peedeth among the 
lilies is only a sentimental expression 
because she wants to say something 
sweet about her lover. Lilies a rc deli· 
cate and beautiful flowers, and her 
associating him with them ts a way 
of showing her tender regard. 

Verse 17. Until the day break indi~ 
cates she wishes them to wander like 
some care·free creatures over the 
mountains of Bether. This was a craggy 
place in 'Palestine, and she thinks of 
her lover as being so sprightly in his 
love for her that he could successfully 
meet all obstacles. even as do the 
fleet and nimble creatures mentioned 
scamper over the rough places at the 
country. 

SONG OF SOLOMON 3 
Verse 1. Men with a plurality of 

wives did not live with anyone of 
them continuously. That explains the 
circumstance where a wife would not 
have her husband with her. Sonoht is 
from BAQASII and is defined, "a primi· 
tive root: to search out (by any 
method, specifically in worship or 
prayer: by implication to strive 
after."-Strong. ]n t he night the wife 
had a desire tor her husband who 
she realized was not with her. 

Versefil 2·4. She decided to leave her 
apartment and go out onto the streets; 
she might fln d him out there some­
where. But no, she was disappointed 
at firs t and did not see him. Meeting 
the night watchmen she asked if they 
had seen him. we are not told what 
they said to her. She continued her 
search after leaving the watchmen 
and la, she soon came upon him some­
where on the street. Being his wife, 
and not finding him in the company 
of any other of his wives. she had a 
perfect right to act as bere described. 
The wives did not live continuously 
with their husbands, and many at 
them had their apartments in their 
original homes. Hence this wi fe, hav~ 
lng made friendly contact wtth her 
husband (who cspecially loved her 
above his other wives), had no diffi· 
cu lty in persuading him to spend the 
remainder of the night with her. 

Verse 5. As they were making their 
way to her apartments, she warned 
the women of the city not to make any 
disturbance to inconvenience her hus­
band un til morning. 

Verse G. The wife now goes into a 
meditative form of speech about her 
husband. (See the comments at ch. 
I: 12.) Reference is again mad-e to 
the re lation of perfumes to love. (See 
the comments at Provo 7: 17.) In the 
present instance the wife imagines so 
much ot it having been procured trom 
the merchant that the burning thereof 
produces great pillars of smoke. 

Verse 7. In her imagery of the be· 
loved husband s he sees him with an 
honorary guard of 60 men about b is 
bed; that is, about the house contain· 
ing the king's bed. 

Verse 8. Each of these armed men is 
r eady for action if it becomes necessary. 

Verse 9. B ed is from a word that 
means a portable litter that is borne 
on the shoulders ot men. This can· 
veyance might contain room for two. 
although it usually had but one occu· 
pant. A rich and powerfud king like 
Solomon would have frequent use for 
such a piece of service, and he would 
have It made of the choicest kind ot 
wood , such as the wood of Lebanon. 

Verse 10. The pillars (corner posts) 
of Solomon's litter or manual sedan 
were made of silver, and a part of the 
interior was of go ld. Covering is de· 
fined in the lexicon as "a seat," and it 
was upholstered with purple tab ric, 
indicative of royalty and splendor . 
Paved means "embroidered" and it 
was done with love, or because of his 
love for the women whose eyes he 
wished to please. 

Verse 11. With the above equipmen t 
king Solomon would be transported 
through the streets of Jerusalem in his 
royal aUire. The women of the city 
were bidden b y the admiring wife to 
go forth that they might behold the 
king as he is being borne along. 

SONG OF SOLOMON 4 
Verse 1. See the comments at ch. 

1 : 15 for doves' eyes, which will show 
why Solomon attributes such a char. 
actertlsttc to his wife. Fair means sbe 
was beautiful in torm and general 
attractiveness. not necessarily in com· 
plexlon. There were three kinds of 
goats in Palestine a nd one kind had 
" fine long hair" according to Smith's 
Bible Dictionary. This accounts for 
Solomon's comparison of his wife's 
hair to them. 

Verse '2. The teeth of a person other· 
wise dark in complexion would appear 
especially white, hence the comparison 
to sbeep just recently washed. Twins 
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would suggest the idea of two of a 
kind, and Solomon compared the two 
rows of teeth in that way. 

Verse 3. The veraonal charms of 
thIs favorite wife are described by com­
parison to other things that are known 
to be beautiful. The rosy brilliance of 
her lips Buggested the color of a scarlet 
thread, and these would also be set oft 
by the contrasting color of he r skin. 
Everything coming from one who is 
ardently loved would ~m to be just 
about right, thus the speech of this 
woman was complimented. Temples is 
from a word that means the side of 
the head in general. Locks refers to 
the veil that women wore over the 
face. Solomon saw the beautiful cheeks 
of bis wife" througb b er veil and it 
reminded him of the attractive fruit 
of the pomegranate tree. 

Verse 4. The towers of kings were 
ornamented with the trophies won In 
their many canfHcts with the enemy. 
To Solomon the neck of bis beloved 
wire was as beautiful as was such a 
tower. And why not- bad she not 
gained the complete mastery over the 
affections of the most powerful king 
of that day? 

Verse 5. The point in the verse is 
in the similarity at twins. It the 
breasts of a woman were materially 
different either in size or form it 
would be unfortunate. 

Verse 6. The husband proposed to 
take a nightly stroll with his wite. 
Mountain of 'myrrh Is a figure ot speech 
and used with reference to the per­
fUmes. We have seen the Significance 
of incense and other toilet delicacies 
in connection with the subject of love 
between the sexes. (Prov. 7: 17.) 

Verse 7. This is a bighly compli­
mentary statement. Not only is the 
wife a beautiful woman, but her b~auty 
Is spotless. 

Verse 8. The king proposed a stroll 
with his beloved wife. This "lovers' 
lane" included the serene areas of the 
noted mountain region, and the rugged 
districts of the lions' lairs. The in­
tense love would equalize all of the 
di fferences. 

Verse 9. R avished 1Uy heart means 
ahe had completely captured his heart. 
The original for sister is or very gen­
eral meaning and may be used as any 
term or endearment. Spouse is a spe­
cial word for a perfect wife. Ohain and 
neck are from the same original and 
mean a necklace. The second clause 
means tbat one glance from her eye, 

together with the decoration about her 
neck, had completely overwhelmed hIm 
and made him to fall "madly in love" 
with her. 

VerBe 10. No additional comments 
will be offered on this verse since it 
ia a repetition of the same "sweet 
things" he has said about his favorite 
wife. 

Verse 11. This is s imilar to tbe 
preceding verse. He adds the compli­
ment that her lips are as sweet as 
honey and as dainty as milk. 

Verse 12. Exclusiveness Is the cen­
tral Idea in this verse. Solomon can· 
sidered this lovely woman as belonging 
to him alone, even as a garden would 
be if walled about against a111ntrusion. 

Verse 13. Frequent comparisons have 
been made between love and perfumes. 
In this verse the comparison is to 
frui ts as well as perfume. 

Verse 14. This verse Is a generous 
colleCtion of choice perfumes. Seven 
a re specifically named with a reference 
to perfumes in general. 

Verse 15. Some of the attractions 
of nature are referred to in this verse 
for comparison to the beloved one. 

Verse 16. In this brief speech ·the 
wife recognized the comparison her 
husband made. She caJled upon the 
winds to blow upon her garden and 
thus stir up the perfumes t hat he so 
much liked. Then she would have him 
come and enjoy it to his full content. 

SONG OF SOLOMON 5 
Verse 1. The husband heard the call 

of his wife and accepted her invitation. 
Notice be called it 1ny garden although 
the wife had made the same claim jn 
her last speech. That is very clear be­
cause in the case of a busband and 
wife who truly love each other, what 
belongs to one belongs to the other. 
S'ister and spouse are terma, of endear­
ment which were commented upon at 
ch. 4: 10. Having come into his garden 
upon the invitation of his wife, the 
husband also partook of the delicacies 
therein. Not only so, but out of the 
greatness of heart that often possesses 
a man in love, especially it that Jove 
is returned, he extended the favors of 
these delicacies to bis t riends. 

Verse 2. The wife will be the speaker 
in this and several verses following. 
lVaketh Is from UWR and Strong de­
fines it, "to wake (literally or figura­
tlvely)." Hence we need not conclude 
she actually awoke at first but dreamed 
she did so. In her dream ahe heard 
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her husband at the door of her apart­
ment. calling with pleading tones and 
endearing words for her to let him 
come tn. She dreamed he complained 
of his head being wet with the dew of 
night. This item would indicate that 
it was all a dream with her. The hus­
band would not have watted outside 
until the dew ot night had saturated 
his hair. Had he decided to make a 
conjugal call upon his favorite wife 
he would have immediately knocked 
for admission. 

Verse 3. In her dream she heard 
him say he had even made preparation 
for spending some time with her. He 
had removed his outer garment and 
washed his feet since he expected to 
enter presently into her sleeping room. 

Verse 4. Not receiVing any prompt 
response the husband deelded to open 
and enter. He put his hand through 
an opening of the door in order to un­
fasten it. When bowels Is used figura­
tively it means the sympathy or affec­
tions. When the wife in her dream 
heard his hand reaching for tbe handle 
of the door, her whole being was stirred 
up with Yearning for his company. 

Verse 5. The wife then actually 
awoke and the dream had been so 
vivid tbat she thought It was all a 
real happening. She arose to let him 
in and. witHe the awakening and rising 
was real, she was still somewhat under 
the spell of the dream. She imagined 
that her handles of the door were 
covered with the perfumes so often 
connected with love scenes, a subject 
which we have frequently had brought 
to our attention. 

Verse (i. So real to her was her 
dream that she opened the door ex­
pecting to see her husband standing 
before it. But 0, he was not there and 
her soul failed, or she almost fainted 
from the disappointment. When he 
spake is still a part of her dream that 
was so real that she had not fully re­
covered from its impression although 
her body was awake and she was ac­
tually standing at her door. She left 
her room and went out In search for 
him. She called for him in her frantic 
wandering over the streets. but of 
course there was no answer tor he 
was not there. 

Verse 7. The night watchmen thought 
there was something wrong with a 
woman roaming the streets a t night 
and calling after some man. They con­
tacted her because they were keepers 
of tbe peace, and had to use force in 
subduing her. The city was protected 

with walts, and when a person with a 
questionable appearance got near the 
wan it aroused the suspicion of the 
guards. In order to obtain a better 
view of the "intruder" they snatched 
her veil away from her face. 

Verse 8. The wife was so intent in 
her pursuit for her husband that sbe 
exposed her s tate of mind to the girls 
wbom she chanced to meet on the 
streets. Thinking they might meet ber 
husband before she did, she asked 
them to "carry her note" by telUng 
him they bad seen his sweetheart who 
told them she was lovesick for him. 

Verse 9. Here the story Is inter­
rupted by giving us the reply of the 
daughters of JerusaZem to this love­
sick woman. They were not personally 
concerned with her "heart problems" 
as yet. They asked her how her lover 
di1!ered from others to the extent that 
she would ask them to take part in 
her pursuit atter him. 

Verse 10. This and a number of 
verses following is the wife's answer 
to the ,daughters 01 Jerusalem. In 
v. 9 they asked how he differed trom 
other men and she answered. White 
is used figuratively, and ruddy means 
bis tace was rosy with the vigor of 
manhood. The marginal translation 
says, "standard bearer" for clr-ie/ est , 
and Strong's lexicon agrees with it. 
The verse describes her beloved as a 
man with a rosy complexion and a 
dazzling countenance. Her lover was 
the greatest hero in ten thousand men. 

Verse 11. Having been asked to 
identity her lover, she gave various 
details at his personality to justify 
her general description or him in v. 10. 
His_head was like gold in tbat a crown 
is frequently made of that beautiful 
and pr8(:10uS metal. Busny means bis 
hair hung in curls and was of a rich 
black color. 

Verse 12. The comparison to doves 
was explained at ch. 1: 15, applying 
to the bird in general. Fitly Is from 
MILLETB, which Strong defines, "a 
plump socket (ot the eye)." The ex­
preSSion means his eyes are like those 
of a dove, with the sockets full and 
embracing, and possessing the pUl'ity 
or having been bathed in milk. 

Verse 13. To be sure, many of the 
comparisons derive their occasion from 
the desire of one ardent lover to say 
sweet things about the other. Over and 
over we have been reminded of the 
comparison to various perfumes. It 
was usual, therefore, for her to men· 
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tion a bed ot spices and flowers, also 
ot Hlies with the ir odor ot myrrh. 

Verse 14. A devoted wife would ad­
mire the body ot ber husband. In her 
des ire Co.' expression of that admira­
tion she would think of such things 
as gold and gems. 

Verse 15. Many important structures 
were supported upon marble pillars. 
That indicated strength as well as 
attractiveness, and this wife saw her 
husband as an upright man of physical 
strength and masculine beauty. An­
other reference was made to the idea 
of perfume. The cedars of Lebanon 
were known to give off a very aromatic 
odor. 

Verse 16. Mouth 1s from CHEK and 
Strong defines it. "properly the palate 
or inside of the mouth; hence the 
mouth itself (as the organ of speech, 
taste and kissing)." The wife meant 
his kisses were most sweet, and then 
she summed up her description of her 
beloyed by the general clause that he 
is altogether lovely. By me ntioning 
t he £l,auglUers of Jerusalem· at ·the COIl­
clusion of her speech, it was to notify 
them that the speech was in the form 
of an answer to their question in 
verse 9. 

SONG OF SOLOMON 6 
Verse 1. This verse is the speech of 

the girls whom the wife met on tha 
streets. At first they were rather dis­
inter ested in her search for her beloved 
and asked for more information. In 
answer to them she gave the speech 
we have read in ch. 5 : 10-16. After 
such a glowing description of him they 
became interested and offered to help 
in the search tor this unusual lover. 

Verse 2. This verse was the answer 
to the second question of t he girls. ]n 
a s peech prompted by love the wife 
described bel' husband's whereabouts 
in t he language ot flowers and spices, 
which has been seen to be a favorite 
comparison with love rs. 

Verse 3. With another reference to 
flowers, the wife asserted the mutual 
love that existed between herself and 
her husband. 

Verse 4. We will find ourselves lost 
in th is book unless we keep in mind 
that Solomon was the composer of the 
entire pIece. In his personal love for 
his Egyptian sweetheart, and with his 
inspired qualification for descriptive 
writing, he produced this great love 
story. It is a picture of the deep affec­
tion that should exist between hus-

bands and wives. It is composed in 
the torm ot supposed conversations 
a nd dealings between bim a nd this 
beloved wife. ]n keeping with that plot 
he takes up the s tory at t he place he 
met her afte r the girls helped find her 
beloved in the garden of flowe rs. Meet­
ing her there he resumed bis pra ises, 
but the language is a mixture ot direct 
speech to her as if "making love," and 
indirect words of description of his 
wife's Qualities, given for the informa­
tion of everybody. Smith 's Bible Dic­
t ionary says of Ti rzah, "Its reputation 
for beauty througbout the country 
must have been wtdespread," and it is 
used to compare the beauty of this wo­
man. To be terrible in a good sense 
means to overawe one with some sense 
of dignity or other Qualification. This 
woman had more subduing effect upon 
Solomon than did a li of the mighty 
arm ies. 

Verse 5. In the preceding verse the 
wife had overawed her husband more 
than could have been done by an army. 
In this place it is represented to have 
been so st rong a sentiment that he 
pleaded for a sho!'t break in the spell 
so t hat he might get his breath, as it 
were. See comments at ch. 4: 1 on the 
compar ison to goat's hair. 

Verse 6. This is identical with ch. 
4: 2. 

Verse 7. Continuing the comparison 
the r eader w1l1 find this verse ex­
plained by the comments at ch. 4: 3. 

Verse 8. Solomon finally acquired 
domestic relations with a thousand 
women (1 Ki. 11: .3). but at present 
he made speCific reference to 140, and 
to an innumerable group of girls. 
Sixty or these women were in the 
exalted rank of Queens, which shows 
that the comparison Solomon was about 
to make for his favor ite wife would be 
elevating to her. 

Verse 9. The r eader will please con­
sult the comments at ch. 1: 15 on the 
s ignificance of doves in connection 
with love. This verse is the language 
of one wilo is truly in love with his 
wife. Such speech generally consists 
in comparisons and contrasts. Solo­
mon would not have admitted that his 
estim ate of his favorite wife was the 
result of selfish favoritism natural for 
a loving husband, but claimed that the 
queens and other g irls praised her. 
Another thing, be did not account for 
his wife's special excellence by the 
fact that she was from a most desir­
able family (which often does explain 
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a situation), but she was the choice 
child in her mother's estimation. 

Verse 10. Fair means beautiful in 
general, not with reference to the com­
plexion; clear means pure and free 
from all mixtures. For explanation of 
"terrible," see the comments on last 
part of verse 4. 

Verse 11. Aside from the sentimen­
tal strain running through this whole 
composition there is nothing special 
in tIlls verse. A man with the exten­
sive possessions such as were held by 
Solomon. would frequently look over 
them by, way of inspection. 

Verse 12. When used figuratively, 
chariots indicate a condition of power 
and honor. Annni-nadib is rendered 
"my willing people" in the margin, 
and Smith's Bible Dictionary agrees 
with it. In the exhilaration of his 
state or love, Solomon telt that he was 
a specially·favored man among a will­
ing people. 

Verse 13. 8 h1tllam.ite is defined in 
Strong's lexicon, "an epithet [pet 
name] of Solomon's queen." Return 
is from an original with a very wide 
and indefinite meaning. As it is used 
in this place It Is an indirect call upon 
the woman at bis choice to favor him 
with her presence again. The second 
clause is a meditative form of speech, 
as it be were talking to himself, but 
voicing the question be imagined 
others would ask bim upon observing 
his great interest in this special wo­
man. He answered the imaginary ques­
tion by making a bigbly complimen­
tary comparison. Company is from 
MECHOWLAH, wbich Strong defines "a 
dance." Armies Is from MACHANEH 
and Strong's definitton is, "an encamp.. 
ment (of travelers or troops); hence 
an army, whether literally (of soldiers) 
or figuratively (of dancers, angels, 
cattle, locusts, stars; or even the sacred 
courts)." Solomon meant his favorite 
wife was to him as glorious. attractive 
and awe·inspiring as a couple of danc­
ing groups. 

SONG OF SOLOMON 7 
Verse 1. Solomon continued his de­

scriptive praise tor the wife of his 
choice. His minute itemizing of the 
various charms of bel' body proves the 
truth of Gen, 2: 18. The attractiveness 
of the female form rounds out the kind 
of companion needed for the happiness 
'd.1\\\ ~'i!:\\?l.'l'i!: \')\ \~~ 'm1),~. ' ~"'S \.\\\'b ~~~­
bination both may live in the enjoy­
ment of each other. and together may 
fulfll1 the will of their ,Creator. The 

comparisons made for the various parts 
of her body are chie1ly from the stand­
point ot things that are both beautiful 
and useful, not necessarily in view of 
materia l likeness. 

Verse 2. Solomon believed he could 
do the attractiveness or his wife thE 
greatest honor by comparing it to ob­
jects of merit in other parts of crea­
tion. 

Verse 3. See the comments at ch. 
4: 5. 

Verse 4. For comments on tower see 
those at ch. 4: 4. The comparison to 
:fishpools is rather peculiar. There is 
nothing in the case that calls for any 
translation but the simple word pools. 
It is from BEREKAH, and Strong says 
the word is derived from another that 
he defines, U a primltfve root; to kneel; 
by implication to bless God." Robert 
Young defines it in this place by "bless­
ing." So the thought of Solomon is 
the eyes of his wife are as gracIous 
and pleasing as the clear pools near the 
gates at the great city of Heshbon. 
Towers were structures that stood out 
before others very prominently, and 
they were usuaUy buflt attractively. 
By comparing his wife's nose to one 
of them. Solomon meant she did not 
have the deformi ty of a fiat nose, as 
so many perSQns of the dark face had. 

Verse 5. Carmel was a prominent 
mountain because of tbe many note· 
worthy deeds that were done there, 
and the important persons connected 
with its history. The hair of an Egyp­
tian would not be purple as to color. 
The comparison is made to its rich 
gloss, and to the fact that purple was 
often used in connection with royalty. 
Galleries Is from a Hebrew word that 
Strong defines, "a ringlet of balr." 
The last clause means the king was 
held or captivated by the beauty of 
her hair. No wonder Paul said that 
a woman's hair is a glory to her (1 
Cor. 11: 15), and strange that any 
woman would voluntarilY sacrifice such 
a glorious ornament to her person 
given to her by tbe Creator, 

Verse 6. Fair does not refer to the 
complexion but to the form of bel' 
body. She was beautiful in body and 
delightfully pleasant in spirit. 

Verse 7. Sta,ture l1terally refers to 
height. A palm tree Is taU and straight 
and has a beautiful top. Clusters is 
~'C~'"(\.'Cl\.. \'"(\. \.\.\~ ~"r..k~", " oa. b'l.\\.(',l\. <l{ 
grapes or other fruit:' The compari­
son was made in tbe last clause to at· 
tractiveness tn general. 
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Verse 8. Having used the palm tree 
tor his comparison, Solomon proposed 
to go up to it and enjoy its beauties 
and prod uets. 

Verse 9. Root and mouth are from 
the same word, and Strong expresses 
it as the organ of "taste and kissing." 
Solomon meant the kisses of his wife 
were as sweet as the best wine. Asleep 
Is from a Hebrew word defined "lan~ 
guid" or "sleepy," not necessarily in 
sleep. Speak is from DABAB, which 
Strong defines, Hto move slowly. i.e. 
glide." Hence Solomon meant his 
wife's kisses would cause his own lips 
to respond even though he was almost 
asleep. 

Verse 10. From here to the close 
of the book it will be the part of the 
wife. The idea in this verse is that 
love between her and her husband 
was mutual. 

Verse 11. The wire wanted to have 
a general stroll with her husband. 
They would ramble through the field 
in the day, and when night came they 
would go into one of the villages to 
lodge. 

Verse 12. The next morning she 
would propose that they arise early 
and start out again. This time they 
would wander into the vineyards, but 
this "tour of inspection" would be 
mainly as an opportunity for another 
motive. She promised to give him her 
tokens of love whlle in the cozy nooks 
of the vineyard. 

Verse 13. Among the tokens men­
tioned above were the mandrakes 
which Moffatt renders "love apples." 
It is from DUWDAY and Strong defines 
it in part as it pertains to this place 
"the mandrake (as aphodisiac [excit­
ing sexual desire])." In connection 
with this, see the comments at Gen. 
30: 14 in Volume 1 of this Commen­
tary. These and all manner of pleas­
ant fruits the wife said she had re­
served for her beloved. 

SONG OF SOLOMON 8 
Verse 1. A good woman would not 

want to be intimate with her fleshly 
brother. The point in her desire was 
in the advantage of having her lover 
always near her, as it would be were 
he her brother and thus a member of 
the same household. 

Verse 2. Continuing her wishful 
thinking along the line of family in­
timacies, she pictured bringing him 
into the house and treating him to 
some of her mother's prepared wine 
and other delectable juices. 

Verse 3. This is identical with ch. 
2: 6. 

Verse 4. And this is the same as 
ch. 2: 7. I request the reader to con­
sult those two verses in connection 
with this. 

Verse 5. In the preceding verse the 
daughters of Jerusalem were again 
brought into this mental drama. Now 
they call out as if they see this person 
who had given them the charge just 
reported, and she is approaching from 
the wilderness, leaning on the arm of 
her lover. They did not receive a di­
rect reply to their call, but they heard 
the voice of her beloved speaking and 
saying I raised thee up under the 
apple tree. We have seen that the 
apple was often referred to figuratively 
in connection with love. Raised is from 
UWR, which Is defined, "to awake." 
Figuratively speaking, the lover awak¥ 
ened his darling with his responsive 
love tokens, and that symbolized the 
love apple plant. Her mother brought 
her forth into this world with just 
such a lot in store, that of a life of 
love. We will bear in mind this chap­
ter started with the imagery of the 
family life, and It was repeated some· 
what in this verse. 

Verse 6. The wife next went to a 
more direct and literal use of speech. 
She urged her love upon her husband 
and Wished to be as securely attached 
to him as a seal would be. The lexicon 
definition of seal is "a Signature-ring." 
This wife had great cause to be jealous 
if the case should be regarded in the 
usual sense. Solomon had a great host 
of women in his group and this Egyp· 
tian queen certainly knew something 
about it. The description of jealousy 
that Solomon put into the mouth of 
his favorite wire pictured it as being 
the cruelest sentiment of the human 
mind. It was compared to the grave, 
and well it might be, for it has sent 
many a man to an untimely grave. 

Verse 7. In the mental drama that 
we are studying the wife was speaking 
in this verse. However, Solomon was 
the author and he was inspired, which 
makes all of his descriptions and 
other declarations authentic. True love 
is more overwhelming than a flood, 
and more valuable than all of a man's 
material BU bstance. If It were offered 
in exchange for one's love, it would 
be contemned which means to be dis· 
respected. 

Verse 8. This little sister had not 
reached adult age. The question looked 
forward to the day when she would 
be old enough to be sought tn marriage. 
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Verse 9. The older sisler (Solomon's 
wife) answered her own question. If 
the young sister be a wall, which 
means If she will maintain her purity 
uDtn the age of marriage is attained, 
then they will encourage and assist 
her. The latter part of the verse is a 
figure of speech for the support prom­
Ised tor the young sister. 

Verse 10. The wife had proved her­
self to be just such a wall in tbat sbe 
bad maintained her virginity until 
she became the wife of Solomon. 

Verse 11. The wife was aware that 
Solomon had planted great vineyards. 
but be ha'd leased them to others and 
was not Immediately in use of them. 

Verse 12. She still had her Vineyard 
and Solomon was offered it with all of 
its products. It might be regarded as 
a 80rt of lovIng dowry. 

Verse 13, Solomon possessed many 
gardens and other spots of luxury. He 
had many friends who were associated 
with him and gladly listened to aU 
that he said to them. The wife did 
not object to such friendship from the 
companions of her husband, but longed 
to sbare in the association, and to hear 
his lovIng voice. 

Verse 14. Make haste is an expres­
sion ot eagerness tor the pleasure 01' 
het: husband's company. See the com­
mtnts at ch. 2: 17 on the thought of 
the roe. Many of the comparisons 
used . by both Solomon and hIs wife 
were based on the desirable qualIties 
of livIng creatures and Inanimate ob* 
jects, qualities they possessed aside 
from their 1iteral natures. Mountain 
of apices is the oft-repeated figure 
drawn from the relation of perfumes 
ot all kinds to the subject of love. 
and It was fitting to close the book 
with this figure, since the leading line 
of thought through the enUre piece 
is love. 

ISAIAH I 
General remarks: The Book of Isaiah 

is the first of the Major Prophets ac­
cording to the compilation in the King 
James version of the Bible. Isaiah 
began to write near the close of the 
kingdom of Israel (the 10 tribes). and 
its national sun went down before h(! 
finished hls vision, The kingdom of 
Judah (the 2 tribes) had also become 
very corrupt, and thougb it was to 
continue tor over a century Its final 
downfall was: certain. The prophet 
was chiefly concerned in the matter 
of the kingdom of Judah as regards 
to the (then) near future. 

With regard to the flltnre in general, 

he Is often styled "the prince of 
prophets" and also the "Evangelical 
Prophet," because he said morc about 
the kingdom of Christ than all the 
other prophets combined. With few 
exceptions he is cited tn every book 
of the New Testament; in some of 
them very frequently. His Vision in­
cluded matter pertaining to the Pa­
triarchal, Jewish and Christian DIs-­
pensations. and also reached into the 
eternal state. 

There is but one important dUfel'­
ence between a prophet and a his­
torian. The one records a fact before 
it happens. the other records it after­
ward. If both are inspired of God they 
are equally authentic since God under­
stands the future as well as the past 
(lsa. 46: 10). Because of this truth. a 
prophet does not use the same style 
or language as does a historian. Being 
Inspired of God as he wr ites of the 
future. he otten words it as if it were 
present or even in the past. With God 
everything Is an absolute NOW as far 
as its certainty is concerned. 

An inspired prophet acts as the 
instrument of God, not always or even 
often knowing personally "what it Is 
all about." The work and vision of 
such a writer may well be illustrated 
by an adjustable telescope. God holds 
the instrumE!nt and adjusts it as to 
range, according to the nearness or 
distance nf dates he wishes the 1)rophet 
to see. The prophet is looking through 
the telescope, at the same time he is 
speaking or writing. He does not re­
alize when God lengthens or shortens 
the range of the instrument but only 
records what he sees. OccaSionally 
God wishes the prophet to write a few 
words concerning some fact beyond the 
ma in sUb.iect on which he Is supposed 
to be writing and so wil1 lengthen th4> 
telescope until the prophet can see into 
the time of the Christian Dispensation; 
or perhaps he may stretch it out still 
further at rare intervals so that the 
prophet can see into the Hereafter. 
Then after his brief "break" from the 
main subject, God will return the tele­
scope to the regular range so that the 
prophet will resume his former sub­
ject. And we must remember that 
whHe the prophet believes in his God 
and considers that He Is the one who 
is holding the telescope, yet he does 
not realize the changes and adjust­
ments. This is why we have so much 
teaching tn the Bible showing the 
prophets dId not always understand 
the meaning of what they were writ­
ing. They otten wished to know more 


