0O 0O0D0OD0D0ODO0DO0ODO0ODO0DO0DOO0ODOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
0O 0O00DO0DO0D0DODOODODODOCOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO0O
o o January 1983 o o
o o Volume 23 o o
o o0 Number 1 o o
: THE REFLECTOR ™" '::
oo oo
0 o 606-140 oo
000000 0D0D0O0D0O0DO0DODOODODODODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
0 000O0OOO 0O000D0D0DO0ODO0DOOODODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODO

II 15 What You Are T00AY That Counis

The ancient Israelite in Ezekiel's time had the same trouble that many
modern Israelites (Christians) are having now - placing sin's responsibility
where it belongs. But, God left no doubt as to who is responsible for sin:

"The righteousness of the right-
eous shall be wupon himself, and the
wickedness of the wicked shall be wuporn
himself."

Ezekiel 18:20 t

The 1Israelite 1loved a false proverb (v.2) that suggested that their
fathers were really responsible for their sins. They asked "Why should the son
not bear the guilt of the father?" (v.19). But God would not let them pass the
buck to the fathers. He, through Ezekiel in chaptzr 18, pressed the point that
each person 1s responsible for himself and must answer of himself for either
good or bad. He would not let them off with the "You May Have Done Wrong But It
Is Not Really Your Fault” philosophy of sin so popular in modern psychology and
sociology. It is the same philosophy that encourages the delinquent, the
unfaithful, and the criminal to blame their actions upon parents, the church,
or society rather than face the responsibility for their conduct.

Even though God holds each individual accountable for his sin, it does not
mean that he must answer for those sins in the Judgment Day. One can turn from
his sins have have them remembered no more (vs.22-23). How thankful I am that
this is so! When I think of all the foolish things that I have done and to
think that they might still be remembered against me makes me shudder. How glad
I am that my brethren follow the Lord's instructions to forgive even as He has
forgiven - that many who know my past have in a very real sense forgotten it.
With the Lord and these brethren it is what I am (or am trying to be) today
that counts, the past does not matter. I once knew a lady whose husband's past
conduct had been shameful, but he had repented and asked her forgiveness, who
very pointedly told another who brought her husband's past up in conversation:
"I distinctly remember forgetting that!". Now I like that!

Most Christians that I know accept this principle and find it upsetting
when other brethren insist on holding a now faithful brother accountable for
his past 1life. He has repented of his past conduct and is now striving to do
right. After all, IT 1S WHAT THE BROTHER IS NOW THAT COUNTS! This is as it
should be. It is right and fair (see v.25) for God to forget past sins - so it
is for us to forget them too. We like that arrangement because it wipes out the
guilt of so much of our past conduct. We don't want it to be remembered by
anyone.

See COUNTS, Page 4.



What 15 A "Ghurch Of Ghrigt™?

“"The churches of Christ salute you." - Romans 16:16

As a member of a group meeting regularly in my coamunity and calling
itself a "church of Christ”, I am often asked, "What is this 'church of
Christ'?” It is a question that deserves an answer and, as a member of the
group, I ought to be able to answer it. So, let's give it a try:

Churches of Christ hLave been around for thousands of years. The first one
met in Jerusalem shortly after the ascension of Jesus Christ into heaven (Acts
2). Other such groups sprang up in various communities in the old Roman Empire.
The book of Acts gives a history of the establishing of such churches in
various communities and many of the New Testament epistles were written to such
churches. Where the gospel of Christ was preached such churches were
established.

The background of the term “"church of Christ” will help one wunderstand
these groups better. "Church” 1is the English translation of the Greek term
"ekklesia”, meaning an assembly that has been summoned or called out for a
purpose. In the New Testament it is applied to that great univeral body (or
asgembly, congregation, or church) of people, saved by the gospel of Christ -
all Christians. There is but one such body (Eph. 4:4; 1:22,23; Matt. 16:18) and
all of the saved are in it (Acts 2:47; Eph. 5:23).

It is also applied to a group of Christians in given location banded
together, as a unit, to worship the Lord and do his work. Hence, one reads of
"churches (plural) of Christ” (Rom. 16:16).; "churches of God which are in
Christ Jesus” (I Thess. 2:14); the churches of Galatia (Gal. 1:2) and other
similar expressions. i

In the first several years following the establishment of the church on
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2), these churches were aided, guided and directed
by divinely inspired men (See I Cor. 12-14). The word of God, revealed to such
men by the Holy Spirit, is the foundation upon which the church must rest (Eph.
2:20-3:5). None of these men are living today, but we have their word, written
and preserved. It is "the faith once (for all) delivered unto the saints”
(Jude 3). What these men wrote to the churches was indeed the "commandment of
the Lord” (I Cor. 14:37). So, what was commanded of one church was commanded in
all the churches (I Cor. 4:17; 7:17). 1In fact, an epistle addressed to one
church should be read and heeded by other churches. (Col. 4:16) A letter could
be addressed to and circulated among several churches (Gal. 1:2; Rev. 1l:4;
2:7,11,17,19;3:6,13,22). This is possible because the basic spiritual needs of
humanity transcends any given time period and geographical bounderies. Men in
every age and in every place sin and need salvation. They need to worship God
and do his work - which is the same everywhere.

Now, the local church of Christ, of which I am a member, has not received
any letters addressed directly to it from any inspired man - but we have the
their writings (called “Scriptures” - 1 Pet. 3:16) - “the faith once
delivered” - to produce faith, sustain hope and guide our practice as
Christians and as a church of Christ. What was good (or bad) for a Christian or
a church in the first century is good (or bad) for us today.

Though those churches of Christ had a common faith, were subject to a
common authority (the authority of Christ through His ambassadors, the
apostles), common goals, and a common hope — they were organically independent
of one another. They were referred to as separate units. They functioned as
separate units. Each was given its own oversight - as soon as there were men
qualified for that work. (See Acts 14:23; 20:17),..

Here is a list of things these churches did under the direction of the
apostles:
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1. They met together to:

(1) Eat the Lord's supper upon "upon the first day of the week”.

20:7) "as _ church” (1 Cor. 11:18 NKJV) "in one place” (I Cor.

not. the place for "eating and drinking” socially (I Cor. 11:22,

(2) Sing spirictual songs together (Eph. 5 19 I ‘Cor. 14:15).
(3) Pray together (I Cor. 14:15).
(4) Teach ond learn together (Acts 20:7;1 Cot 14 31)

(Acts
11:20) -
34).

(5) Gather funds for its work "upon the flrst day of the week” (I Cor.

16:1-2). dence, each had its own treasury - there is not instructions

in the

New Testament for a common treasury into which.all the churches contributed for

their common work ard to promote their common interkst.
(6) Discipline its own wayward members when needed. (I Cor. 5;
3:6f1). .

2. They sent the gospel out into their communities and the world at

(1 Thess. 1:8; Phil 4:11ff).

3. Théy cared for their own needy members (Acts 6) and sent money
churches to help them care for theirs {Acts 11:29-30; 2 Cor. 8,9).

4. They edified (built up) themselves in the faith (Eph. 4:11-16).

2 Thess.
large.

to other

Churches directed by the Lord's ambassadors " had no’ denominational names

nor any denominational ties.. As sanctified people-(1 Cor. 1:1,2) they

were set

apart unto God or Christ (hence churches of CHRIST or GOD) - not set apart from
each other into denominations. ' They were not tied together into some universal
denominational machine. They were, as previously noted, independent units unaer

‘Christ.

Noticeably absent from the New Testament record of churches of Christ are

social, political,: and recreational agtivities that are so popular

in many

modern churches. Nor were there any auxiliary organzations to the church, to

receive funding from the church to do the church's work
We hope that we have been helpful in your understanding of what a

"church

of Christ” is. We are simply trying to be a local “"church of Christ” 1like those

. you read about in the Bible.

BENNY SORREL ‘IN OUR SUMMER PROGRAM. Bénny is one of our members here at

Fultondale, who plans to go into full-time work somewhere after this

summer's

program 1is completed. He will begin working full-time (leaving a good secular
job) in our summer program about’ the‘lst of May and hopes to move someplace to

preach about August 1

—— ————-— ——

JUST AN ORDINARY MEMBER

. Just an ordinary member of the church I here her say,

But you'd always find her present, even on a rainy day.
She had a warm handclasp for the stranger in the aisle,

And a friend who was in trouble found sunshine in her smile.
When the sermon helped her, she told the preacher so;

And when she needed help, she let the elders know.
She always gave so freely and tried to do her share,

In all the ordinary takes for which some have no care.
Her talents were not many, but here love for God was true.

Her prayers were not in public, but she prayed for me and you.
An "ordinary member” did you say?? I Think I would say

She was "extra ordinary,” in a humble sort of way.

- Author unknown.
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COUNTS

(From Page 1)
We need to be reminded that since God is absolutely fair (v. 25) that His
rule of remembering and forgetting works the other way too!

“"But when a righteous man turns away from his
righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according to
all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he
live? All the righteousness which he has done shall not be
remembered; because of the unfaithfulness of which he is
guilty and the sin which he has committed, because of them
he shall die.”

Ezekiel 18:24 t.

We prefer to ignore that side of the coin. We think that surely our past
faithfulness and good ought to count for something! We often continue (long
past any reasonable period for longsuffering) to excuse, endorse, and receive
brethren - without rebuke or rebuff - regardless of how bad their present
views, teaching, or conduct may have become, because of what they have been in
the past. Their past goodness, soundness and faithfulness 1is the only
justification that we can give for our failure to deal with them as being
unfaithful. It is sad, tragic, but factual that the greater one's reputation
for faithfulness in the past; the more dangerous is his influence for evil, if
he turns aside after error. His present influence is more readily imitated and
dangerous than it would otherwise be.

But, you and I need to look that this matter personally. How wonderful it
will be to get to judgment and not have all of our past unfaithfulness and sin
remembered against it us. But, how sad it will be to get there and not to have
all of our past service for God not remembered because we turned away later in
our lives to serve the cause of sin and error. To have all of our past
sacrifices, deeds, and faithfulness to count for nothing! I can not think of
anything more tragic. Let each of us examine himself and "take heed lest he
fall”.

God has given each of us a "second chance” (and mest of us a third,
fourth, fifth, etc., etc.) - let's not waste it in the final analysis. Let us
not assume that God (though rich in mercy) will Jjudge us with the same
sentimentality and nostalgia that so often characterizes the judgment of our
brethren. We certainly would be foolish to risk our souls on such presumption.

t+ Scripture quotations from the New King James Version.

THE REFLECTOR is published monthly by the Church of Christ meeting at 2005
Elkwood Drive, Fultondale, Alabama 35068. ~
Edward O. Bragwell, Sr., Editor
All articles are written by the editor unless otherwise indicated.

OUR MAILING ADDRESS: 3004 Brakefield Drive, Fultondale, AL 35068.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES Second Class
POSTAGE PAID

Sunday Morning Bible Classes... 9:45 A.M. Fultondale, AL
Sunday Morning Assembly........10:45 A.M. 35068
Sunday Night Assembly.......... 6:00 P.M. -

Wednesday Morning Bible Class..10:00 A.M.

Wednesday Night Bible Classes.. 7:30 P.M.




