www.bibletoday4kids.com

BIBLE LESSONS

written by Margaret Law (Adelaide, South
Australia, 1985). Presentation: Colleen Plant
(email: hannahrt@bigpond.net.au)

L ESSON 8: WE'RE NEVER ALONE

AlM: To show that children can know that God, through the Holy Spl rit, is with us everywhere
and all the time, therefore we need never be afraid or lonely. - — .

OPENING IDEA:  Ask the children if they have ever been to
the beach and seen the tiny shells (barnacles) that cling to the jetty
or boats or rocks. Ever tried to pick them off? It's amost
impossible except with a proper scraping tool. Barnacles can even!
e oftach themselves to fish, they |
use a type of glue and once this
tough glue hardens, the
" barnacle is so hard to remove

that it becomes a part of the jetty or boat or fish. God is like that,

but even better. When we belong to Him, He sticks to us forever.

. He becomes a part of us. The Bible says that He will never leave

us. Sometimes friends or even our family go away, but God will

never do that.

MEMORY VERSE: “God has said, ‘I will never leave you; | will never abandon you”.” (Hebrews
13:5). (Abandon meansto give up, to desert, to drop, to leave with the idea of never returning.)

The words of the Memory Verse may be written on dove shapes, or glue small shellsto a card or draw
shell shapes onto a card, etc.

STORY: THE HOLY SPIRIT
Discuss with the children incidents in their life when they have felt afraid or alone.

As Jesus was growing up in Nazareth, He lived with his family and worked as a carpenter. During that
time, God was preparing Jesus to leave home and travel from town to town, telling everyone about God
and healing the sick.

Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist, was also living for God by telling the people to confess their sins and to
be baptized in the river, to show that they were truly sorry and wanted to wash away all the wrong things
from their lives and live for God.

Now, God did not want Jesus to be out in the world on His own. He wanted to be with Jesus all the time,
just the same as He loves us and wants to be with us always. So He sent Jesus down to the river to be
baptized by John. Jesus had not done anything wrong and did not have to have sins washed away, be He
wanted to show everyone that He was living God’s way. When Jesus came up out of the water, God sent
His Holy Spirit to Jesus in the form of a dove. God said, ‘This is my own dear Son, in whom | am well
pleased.” (Mt 3:17). God wanted Jesus and everyone else to know that He loved Him and would be with
Him wherever He went.
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(Explain to the children that Jesus did not have a house during the three years ministry, but He ate and
slept wherever He could. Hetrusted God to provide. Get the children to imagine what it would be like
if they had no house to go home to after they left school each day.)

The Holy Spirit stayed with Jesus all the time. He helped Him to do what was right, to heal the sick, bring
dead people back to life, to die on the cross and to come back to life again. Jesus made a promise to all
those who love Him (John 14:16).

Ask achild to read the verse from the Bible:
“1 will ask the Father and He will give you another Helper who will stay with you forever.”

At this point, you can take a drinking glass with a few drops of food colouring in the bottom. Ask the
children to imagine that the glass is Jesus. Then from another glass pour some water onto the food
colouring. Ask the children to imagine that the coloured water is the Holy Spirit. Use the empty glass
to represent our lives. Now pour some of the coloured water back into the empty glass. Explain to the
children that when we belong to Jesus, we are like the glass of coloured water—the Holy Spirit lives
inside us.

Remind the children of the promise that God will stay with us forever. God never forgets or breaks His
promises. The Holy Spirit iswith us night and day forever.

SONG: Our God is a God who will Never Fail
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GOD WILL NEVER LEAVE US |

é%_)j s Jesus was growing up in Nazareth, He lived with hig fam'K
\Salas a carpenter. During that time, God was preparing ii:u T

homme and travel from town to town, telling everyone about CesaXing
and healing the sick. \é{/j |

—
Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist, was also living for God by telling Weople to
confess their sins and be baptized in the river to show that they were truly sorry
for their sins and wanted to wash away all the wrong things from their lives and
live a good life for God. Great crowds gathered, and they asked, ‘What must we
do to lead a good life?” John said, “Share what you have with others, do not hurt
anybody, and never make false accusations.”

_, a7 . ® Now, Jesus came from Galilee

% :1 & To hear the pr?acher, and to be baptized in
> x5 the Jordan River. Jesus had not done
“Q*; 4,_" 1 anything wrong and did not have any sins
35 ; M to be washed away, but He wanted to

. show everyone that He was living God’s
way. As soon as John had baptized
Jesus, the sky opened and the Holy Spirit
appeared in the form of a dove, and the
voice of God was heard, saying, This is my
Wbeloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.”
God wanted Jesus and everyone to know
i;":ﬁthat He loved Him and would be with Him
=== wherever He went. The Holy Spirit stayed
~ with Jesus all the time. He helped Jesus
to do what was right, to heal the sick, to
bring dead people back to life, to die on the
cross and to come back to life again.

Jesus made a promise to all those who love Him ... “ [ will ask the Father, and He
will give you another Helper (the Holy Spirit), who will stay with you forever (John
14:10).

God kept His promice and sent His
Spirit who stays with yc day and night

T
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The volce of God said, "This is8
My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.
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who lived in the degert. He prayed
all day and told people that the Son
of God was coming "Get ready. he
told them. "Be baptized with water.'
He baptized many people to get them
ready for Jesus' coming
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God has said,

"T will n




