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·Verae 16. Dwelt in tM bUBh.. This 
la a ' reference to the experience of 
Moses at Horeb when the angel of God 
spoke to him from therein, and called 
him to go to Egypt to dellver his 
people from their bondage. Reference 
Is made in this verse to the sad chap­
ter in the Ufe of Joseph when he was 
apart from his brethren atter they 
bad sold him to the traders. 

Verse 17. The honor and advantage 
given to Joseph through his two sons 
have been already commented upon in 
verse 13. This advantage is bere 
Ukened to the strength ot a fabulous 
beast that was reputed to have gi­
ganUc borns ot equal strength. 

Verses 18, 19. What the public press 
calls "honorable mention" is about all 
that 1 have to say about Zebulun's 
place here. 

Verses 20, 21. This is a reference to 
the miUtary success of Gad. Mention 
of the arm, means the wielder of the 
sword; and the crown ot the head In­
dicates he will be able to dethrone 
kings and take their position of power. 
Gad was one of the tribes that BUb­
judated the kings of Canaan and sur­
rounding territory. By the same use 
of language it is stated that he had a 
portion of the lawgtver which refers 
to his overcoming the rulers of the 
heathen nations. 

Ver8e 22. The activity of the young 
of the lion Is the 8um of this com­
parison. 

Verse 23. Bati8jied, with. !atJor. This 
does not mean, necessartly, that he 
will be actually satisfied with his por­
tion although he may be. But the 
thought Is that he will be given sum.­
cient that should satisfY him. 

Verse 24. Numbers counted tor more 
in those days than they do now. That 
was a military nation and depended on 
its man power for success against the 
enemy. Therefore, it was wishing a 
blessing on a man to wish for bim 
abundance of children. Oil of olive 
was the only source of that product 
with that ancient people. It was used 
for Ugbt. for food, for anointing, for 
many formal ceremonies. Therefore, a 
reference to it meant an indication 
of much proviston. 

Verse 25. The words of this verse 
are used in some reltgtous songs today. 
It mea.ns here the same as expressed 
In 8: 4, except there it was specially 
appl1cable to their past experience in 
the wIlderness, whlle here it is a 
promise at continued care. 

Verse 26. "Jeshurun" Is figurative 

for Israel and the GOd of Israeli, 
without an equal. He is-Lord of heaven 
and the BOuree of "thy" (Israel's) help. 

Verse 27. God Is the refuge of Israel 
and his everlasting arms are under­
neath the children of Israel. The sec-· 
ond personal pronouns here reter to 
Israel. The promise is made that the 
enemy will be subdued before Israel 
by the help of Ood. 

Verse 28. The exclusive occupancy 
at Canaan was the plan of God, and 
what was promised to the descendants 
of Abram. That promise was on con­
dition of their obedience to the com­
mandments or Ood. In proportion as 
they complied with those conditions 
they acquired what this vene predicted. 

Verse 29. This is practically the 
same outlook as· described in pre­
cedIng verse. 

DEUTERONOMY 34 
Verses 1-4. Not much comment is 

nece88a.ry on this chapter. From the 
mount before mentioned, Moses was 
permitted to see the land or canaan 
with aU its attractiveness. but was 
again told that he could not go over 
to enter It. 

Verses 5. 6. Moses died in the mount 
(ch. 33: 60), In the land or Moab but 
was buried in a valley in a place un­
known to a.ny man. The Lord buried 
him. For this see last word of verse 5, 
and second word in verse 6. 

Verse 7. Although 120 years old 
Moses did not die of "old age," for 
Done of his vitality was gone. His was 
a miraculous death as punishment for 
disbelief In God. 

Verse 8. This was a ceremonial 
mourning since it was for a set num­
ber of days and then the mourning 
was ended. Of course they could be, 
and doubtless were, sincere. 

Verse 9. Joshua bad already been 
commissioned to take the place of 
Moses. He did so and the people ac· 
cepted him as their new leader. 

Verses 10-12. Moses had DO successor 
as a lawgtver and prophet. His place 
in the government of the O. T., was 
perpetuated through the law and no 
change was made in that law until 
the prophet came who was to take the 
place of Moses. That had been pre­
dicted by Moses htmself and recorded 
in the 18th chapter of this book. 

JOSHUA 1 
Verse 1. When the twelve spies re­

tUrned from their commission and re. 
ported on the case, Josbua was one of 
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the two men who matntained faith in 
the Lord and encouraged the people 
toward thetr duty. When the death of 
all the men of war had been decreed 
at that time, Joshua was excepted for 
the reason tbat he bad "Wholly fol­
lowed the Lord," Later when a suc­
cessor was needed as leader of the 
people be was the one chosen and qual· 
ified. (Num. 27: 18-20.) Now that 
Moses is dead, the Lord calls on Joshua 
to take up his charge. He is here 
called Moscs' minister. That is from a 
word that means "an attendant," 

Verse 2. Many times we have bad 
occasion to say that God had given 
the land to the fathers by promise, and 
to their seed atter them. That made 
the whole conduct of the congregation 
one of defeose. Now we have the sub­
ject brought down to date for in this 
verse the Lord says "I do give to 
them," the children of Israel, this land. 
It any doubt bad existed before on this 
subject it should be dIspelled now and 
remain clearlY in the mind of the 
reader that as the congregation moves 
against the heathen in the land they 
are conducting a war of defense. 

Verse 3. The subject of the preced­
Ing verse is made even more definite 
and emphatic in thts. Every place on 
which they place their feet bas been 
given. to them. Thus in every action 
of the army they are not only fighting 
a war of defense but are fighting it on 
their own homeland. 

Verse 4. The bounds of the promised 
land are again stated and can be seen 
to include a vastly wider extent than 
just the land of Canaan. This territory 
was first promised to Abram. (Gen. 
15: 18.) The word "river" here is from 
NAHAB and bas been rendered 18 times 
by "Oood," "" In Josh. 24: 2, 3, 14, 16; 
Psa. 66; 6. 

Verse 5. God never did fail in his 
support ot Joshua, When there seemed 
to be an exception to this promise the 
fact was explained by the conduct of 
the people In which they bad broken 
some commandment ot the Lord, but 
Joshua was always successfuJ in the 
operations that depended soley upon 
his own conduct. 

Verse 6. Not only will he be able to 
take over the land from the hands of 
the usurper but will finally be able to 
settle the tribes in their individual 
allotments. 

Verse 7. J 0 shu a is personally 
charged to observe to do according to 
the law. Not merely the part on the 
tables of stooo but that which Moses 

had commanded. The authority of 
Moses is again Bet forth very clearly. 

Verses 8, 9. Tbe sabbatarlans say 
that what God commanded is one 
thing, and what Moses commanded is 
another. But In these two verses the 
book ot the law is mentioned and in 
direct connection the Lord eays "I 
commanded." Thus, to all fair minded 
persona there can be seen no difference 
between the authority of the book and 
the tables. 

Verses 10, 11. The narrative will 
soon disclose that three days wtll have 
been used by the men sent over DB 
spies and of course the congregation 
would not move until their return. But 
Joshua makes that stlvulation before 
hand. This shows that he was inspired 
for the great task set before him. 

Verses 12, 13. It is here said to these 
272 tribes that the Lord "hatb given" 
them rest. Since it is understood that 
the invasion for conquest has not yet 
been made, It might be contusing to 
read such words. It is explained by 
the fact tha t the possessIon allotted to 
them was on the east side ot Jordan 
and that land bad at the very time 
been taken over wbile Moses was with 
them, upon their approach to that ter­
ritory. Hence tbey personally had been 
given rest from war for their own 
sake. 

Verse 14. The wives and children as 
well as their Uvestock would be an en­
cumbrance in warfare and no help. 
Therefore they were to remain on the 
east side of Jordan in the places pre­
pared for them in the lifetime of Moses. 
But the men of war must go over pre­
pared for battle. The word "armed" is 
from CHAlIIVSH and Is the same word 
that is rendered "harnessed" in Ex. 
13; 18. 

Verse 15. They were not merely to 
go over and make a flourish as it they 
would do something great and then re­
tire and leave the work in the hands 
of others. Instead, they were to en­
gage in the conflict unUI the other 
tribes had won the possession of the 
land which God bad already given 
them provided they fought for it. 

Verse 16. The response was noble 
and complete. They were ready to do 
what Joshua commanded them to do, 
and go wherever he told them to go. 

Verse 17. At fi rst thought it might 
seem that these people were making 
false claims of their obedience to 
Moses because of what we know of the 
sad. jnsiances in wbich God punished 
the nation for disobedJence. The ex· 
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planation is in the observation that the 
men who had been responsible for 
those occasions are now dead and the 
ones who are making the guarantees 
of obedience now bad not been impli­
cated in those acts of rebeUton. The 
very fact of their being allve and pres-­
ent is evidence of it. 

Verse 18. The principle ot delegated 
authoritY was well understood by these 
men. Certainly they understood that 
God was the only Bource of an author­
ity. And yet they stood ready to pun­
ish capitally those who rebelled against 
the commandments of Joshua. Al1 ot 
which shows that rebe1110D against 
God's chosen representatives Is the 
same as rebellion against God. This 
principle 10 taugbt In Rom. 13: 4. 

JOSHUA 2 
Verse 1. The place named here was 

situated near the Jordan and just 
across from Jericho. In c1vUized coun­
tries a spy is subject to death it de­
tected while In the land be is spying 
on. But these men are really spying 
In thetr own land although that fact 
will not be recognized by the enemy. 
That is why they must maintain 
secrecy. Much criticism has been of­
fered on the fact of this harlot and 
the connection she was allowed to have 
with the plans of God's people. Space 
would forbid any lengthy discussion of 
the subject here. It is safe to remem­
ber that the standards of ltte had not 
been raised as high among the heathen 
as they are now. Also, no person is so 
low but the grace of God can bring 
bim up. If this woman had taken the 
wrong attitude toward the men of God 
then, or had manifested a desire to 
continue tn wickedness afterward, we 
have no reason to think that God 
would have favored her. Another thing 
to consider here is the fact that she 
Jived on the wall of the town and that 
would serve the purposes ot these men 
of God belter than a house down with­
in the city. 

Verses 2, 3. Following the custom of 
countries as to spies the king sought 
to take in hand these men reported to 
have entered his city as spies. Learn­
ing that they were supposed to be in 
the bouse of this woman, he demands 
them at her hands. 

Verse 4. This Is another featUre of 
the incident that is criticized. The wo­
man told a talsehood and yet the N.T. 
says that Rahab was justified. But it 
does not say she was jusUlled becanse 
or her falsehood. It was because ot her 

faith in God and because ehe was 
w1llfng to show her talth by doing 
something on behalt ot God's servants. 
She was justified because of her good 
traits and actions and in spite of these 
other things that were not deSirable 
or rIgbt. It is a principle accepted by 
civilized countries even today that 
when m11ltary conditions are present, 
men expect to be treated with strategy 
and actions that would mislead. This 
woman Is bel ping the cause ot God 
by assisting the servants ot God and 
opposing the enemies ot the Lord's 
people. -

Verse 6. The ciUes ot ancient times 
were in two classes; those walled or 
"fenced," and those considered as open 
cities. The tormer were supposed to 
be prepared tor defense against en­
emies or all kinds. Thus it W88 the 
practice to shut these gates at the ap­
proach of night. This is the time ot 
day she represented the men as having 
escaped out into the open country. 
With this story as background sbe ad­
vised the king to pursue the men. In 
tbis way she diverted the attention 
from the men whom she recognized as 
beIng trom the God of the Israelites. 

Verse 6. We have already seen that 
the roofs or bouses were used tor other 
purposes than shelter. (Deut. 22: 8: 
Acts 10 : 9) . So tbis was a tltting place 
to take these men tor hIding. Another 
thing, it w1ll be mOTe convenient to 
provide their escape if they are on the 
roof ot the house. They can come 
down directly onto the wall surround­
ing the house and thence on the out­
side of the wall and escape. This was 
made possible by the peculiar condi­
tion and use ot such roofs. ('Matt. 24: 
17.) 

Verse 7. Having Jet the ktng's men 
out through the gate they closed it 
again. Then these men pursued the 
spJes. as they thought, going In tho 
direction ot the Jordan to intercept 
them In their return to their own 
company. 

Verse 8. The movements of the char­
acters In this drama are swift. Betore 
the spies had reUred Rahab went up 
to them upon the roof. This being the 
same as some other place of pubUc ap­
pearance there was nothing unusual 
in her coming to them here. 

Verses 9-11. The account of the de­
liverance through the Red Sea had pre­
ceded the march of the people and it 
had caused consternation. The signif­
icant expression of the woman concern. 
ing tbe land io that the Lord "hath 
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given" that to hie people. That Ie what 
baa been held forth all along. She re­
gards the children of )erael as the 
rightful occupants of the very ground 
on which she was living. 

Verses 12, 13. The woman makes no 
plea of personal mertt and no protes-­
stons of righteouB living. No attelllpt 
Is made to condone her past life. For 
that matter, we have no evidence that 
sbe was practicing her usual trade at 
the time of which we are reading. If 
she had been known to bave used the 
business as a regular profession In her 
liteUme sbe would have retaIned the 
Utle even after she bad ceased activlty 
of it. But the request she now makes 
Is based on the act of frlendUness 
which she had just shoWll ' these men. 
That Is another featUre of recognized 
relatfons betweeD nations interested in 
m1Utary affairs. Reference Is orten 
made to "friendly·' countries as the 
basIs for recIprocity tn Uke favors. So 
it wu a logical plea ahe made of them. 

Verae 14. An agreement of mutual 
trlendUnesa and assistance was en· 
tered Into. The pact was on the condl. 
tion ot ber keeping contldentlally the 
knowledge sbe had. of the situation. 

Verse 15. The escape was effected 
through a window and Is explained as 
being neceBSary because she dwelled 
upon the wan. This would indicate 
tbat no margin was lett between the 
house and the edge of the wall. That 
would be a reasonable conclusion since 
a wall would not be so spacious as to 
provIde any waste space. 

Verse 16. There Is something inter­
esting In the coincidence of the three 
days. That Is the exact period that 
.Joshua set tn his instructions to the 
congregation. All of which shows the 
band of God in the matter and ex­
plains the succees of a strategy that 
mIght otherwise have been fruitless. 

Ve ..... 17·20. Thl. repeat. the agree­
ment already made between the wo­
maD and these spies, but it includes 
additional conditions. Sbe must mani­
fest the signal of the same thread (ren· 
dered tn A.V. by "cord, tlllet, line. 
thread") by which she let them down 
to the ground. This wtll Insure her 
tdenUftcatlon when the time comes for 
their tulfUUng of the agreement. A 
condition of their promise to spare her 
people was that they be with her at 
the time and in her house. 

Verse 21. The woman agreed to the 
conditions and immediately after let· 
ting the men escape she bound the 

cord in the window. No use tor delay 
in so important a matter. 

Verae 22. The period of three day. 
was observed by all the actors In this 
performance. Which indicates the 
hand of God In its direction. A won­
derful lesson is possible here. Not all 
of the actors were cODBciou8 of the 
unison of action, yet their respective 
actions perfectly harmonized. Which 
proves that when a common head Is 
recognized as -the source of authority, 
the conduct will be uniform regardless 
of whether all the parties to the 
scheme are acquainted with the others. 
Thus today, if all men who profeBS to 
be following the Lord actually do so, 
they wUl all act in harmony with each 
otber, regardless of what might have 
been the personal differences between 
tbelr former manners of life. See 1 
Cor. 11: 1 along this line of thought. 

Verses 23, 24.. The men returned 
after the allotted Ume and reported to 
their chief and gave an encouraging 
picture ot the prospect. 

JOSHUA 3 
Verse 1. The congregation was 

moved from the immediate vicinity of 
the city where they had been and got 
nearer the Jordan at the place where 
they wtll make the crossing. This 
move was made pending the return of 
the spies. 

Verse 2. The three days perIod Is 
again mentioned. After It had pUlled 
the omcera begin Immediate prepara­
tions tor the journey and among the 
people. 

Verse 3. A large crowd at people 
would need some visible signal for 
their movements and the object desig­
nated for that purpose was the ark. 
After being Informed of the arrange­
ment Jt would be expected that they 
would be always on the alert and thus 
be ready to march as Boon as the ark 
was Been moving. 

Verse 4. A dIstance of two thousand 
cubits must be allowed betWeen the 
ark and the people. The reason as­
signed for this provision was that they 
had not passed that wa.y before. The 
way being new, it was all the more 
neeessary that they have clear and uni­
form means of guidance. The ark must 
be vIalble to all the people all the 
time and that would not have been 
llkely were they jammed up against 
It. But the ark In the hand. of the 
priests would be cautiously moving 
ahead to search out the way and the 
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people at a eonvenient but respectful 
distance could follow tn unison. 

Verse 5. "To sanctify" means .. to 
consecrate or be devoted." They are 
about to start on the last lap of the 
momentous journey started forty years 
ago. Drop all Bubjects of interest not 
helpful for the crisIs on band and be 
ready to start. 

Verse 6. The ark llad been provided 
with means or handling when being 
carried. (Ex. 25: 14. 15.) Now the 
authorlzed men. the priests. must take 
up tbe holy plece and proceed to lead 
out the way. 

Verse 7. One meaning of the word 
"magnIfy" bere Is "to honor." God's 
honor for Joshua was to be made mani­
fest to the people by the miraculous 
demonstrations soon to tollow In their 
movement toward the Jand of their 
objectives. 

Verse 8. The maTch was to continue 
nnUl a certain point had been reached 
and then they must bait. That point 
is bere called the "brink" of the water. 
This word means "edge" brim, border. 
limit"; and such like. As 800n as the 
feet of tbe priests bearing the ark 
entered the edge of the water they 
were to pause. 

Verses 9·11. Notice Is again given to 
the people of their Impending move­
ments. The assurance is repeated of 
the victory over the heathen nations 
then occupying the land on the other 
side of Jordan. They must march UD­
der the orders given to follow the ark 
that is to precede them. 

Verse 12. A special "chore" is to 
be performed in connection with the 
march and for that purpose there must 
be selection of a man from each tribe 
for this service. The nature of that 
service was not told them yet, only 
the selection was now made. 

Verse 13. The miracles of God are 
not uniform, Bnd of course, not accord· 
jng to what we would expect to see 
from nature. Some passage over the 
Jordan must be provided. Thus the 
feet of the priests baving entered tbe 
edge of the water, that w1ll be the 
slgnal, and the apparent means of pro­
viding the aforesaid crOSSing. Their 
feet would seem to be a barrier thrown 
across the stream and cause the water 
to cease fiowing but stand up in a 
heap as if by a physical wall. The 
rest of the opening would require no 
miracle. As BOon as the flow of water 
was stopped at the given point the 
water from there on would naturally 

run away in the usual course of a 
stream. 

Verse 14. And it came to fJas8. This 
is a prelude to several things that w1l1 
be seen in the following verses after 
the priests went forth bearing the ark. 

Verse 15. Most of the acUve facts 
are sttll pending in the narrative 
through this verse. But for this para.­
graph the comments wUl be on the 
sentence which the A.V. editioD has 
placed in parentheses, because the 
facts stated therein will be signUlcant 
as to the various conditions and hap.. 
penlngs on this occasion. The river 
Jordan Is normally not a wide stream 
and not deep. Much helpful Informa­
tion about the river may be obtaIned 
in Schaff·Herzog Encyclopedia, arUcle 
"The Jordan." The stream was otten 
crossed In the ordinary pursuits of Hte 
ot the inhabitants. And It had rords 
at various places so that it would not 
need to have miraculous help to cross 
over tt, a8 a rule. But that the super­
natural feat about to be done may be 
understood, the statement here re­
ferred to says that the river over· 
flowed all its banks at the harvest 
time which was the time now reached. 
The word "banks" is a word meaning 
". border." Hence it does not especially 
mean a steep waH ot ground usually 
seen to enclose the main channel of a 
stream, but what we call the "bottom· 
land" extending quite a distance be­
yond the banks proper. It means that 
at this time of year these bottom lands 
were overflowed and thus the stream 
would be several . hundred feet wide. 
The depth would also be greatly In· 
creased. Then, since the stream was 
always a swift one, we can see that 
it would be impossible to ford or other­
wise cross the stream at thIs time, 
without some miraculous assistance. 

Verse 16. The general purport. ot 
this verse Is that all of the tributaries 
or the ' river were backed up by this 
miraculous dam and made to stand as 
a heap 80 as to let the bed of the 
stream become dry for the pasaage. 

Verse 17. Ordinarily the word 
"midst" would mean the center or mid· 
die. But It also means any place with· 
in the limIts ot a thIng. In this place 
we know It means this, because verses 
8, and 15 expressly state the pOint at 
which the priests stopped In their 
march. Which was the edge of the 
water. 

10SHUA" 
Verse 1. The last verse of preceding 

chapter stat.. tbat the people pa.ssed 
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on acrOSB the Jordan atter the priests 
bearing the ark paused at the edge of 
the water. When that had been accom­
plished the Lord gave Joshua further 
orders. 

Verse 2. These were the men already 
designated in Ch. 3: 12. Now the con­
gregation as a whole bas crossed, but 
these twelve men having been chosen 
tor Borne special use, are sUll at atten­
tion and ready for orders. 

Verse 3. This verse gives the orders. 
Each ot the twelve men was to take 
up a stone from the immediate spot 
where the priests had stopped and 
carry them over to be left at the place 
where they were to spend the night. 

Verses 4, 5. The priests were still 
standing In the place where they 
stopped and will conUnue to be there 
untll the men have gone over. The 
stones to be selected would not be 
mere pebbles for they were to carry 
them upon their shouldeI'B. The use to 
be made of them 6%1>laln8 why so large 
stones were to be taken. 

Verse 6. This Is a general statement 
of the object of these stones. It was 
for a sign to the future generations 
who would naturally be curious for 
information. 

Verse 7. The explanation was then 
to be made to the children that once 
these same stones had. been on the 
other side of Jordan. and that it was 
l)088ible to have them on this side be­
cause the Lord had dried. up the river 
tor their passage. The way in which 
they would be of sign1ficance will be 
seen in verse 9 below. 

Verse 8. This is still concerning the 
twelve men selected who each took up 
a stone and carried It over to the 
western side of the river and laid it 
down. 

Verse 9. Tbis verse la often over­
lOOked or else contused with the previ­
ous ones on the 8ubject of the stones. 
In addItion to the twelve stones taken 
up by the twelve men. Joshua also 
gathered twelve stones from the same 
spot and piled them up in form at a 
p1llar right on the spot. That pile was 
standing when this bOok was being 
written. Now the significance of verse 
7 can be seen. These 2. stones having 
been taken up from the same spot they 
would naturally be simJlar in appear­
ance and give evidence of having been 
at one time together. Bence, when the 
generations of children would have 
theIr eyes drawn to the two pUes of 
stones, one on the west and the other 
on the east side of the river. and see 

that they were from the same source, 
It would slgnaUze to them that It was 
true tbat their fathers had once been 
on tbe other 8ide. Moreover, since 
they were pIled up on the spot where 
the priests had paused. and since that 
was on the far border of the bottom 
land. they would be Borne distance 
from the main channel. Also, the 
stones would not be just like those 
that were constantly being washed by 
the water but would bear marks of 
being submerged only at Urnes. And 
that would be logically concluded to 
be at a time when the water reached 
out to that extremity. They would 
know the history of the overflowing 
at barvest time and would know that 
no ordinary efforts could bring them 
across. The grand conclusion would 
be that the Lord had brought the de· 
Uverance to their fathera and thus the 
Lord would be praised. 

Verses 10. 11. The constant leader· 
ahlp of the Lord through the priests 
with the sacred instrument In hands 
Is indicated by this performance. They 
did not move from their posItion until 
all that company had time to cross to 
the other side. 

Verse 12. In fulllllment of their 
promise the 2lh tribes went arined 
across the river prepared thus to do 
their part in the posseSSing of the 
land. 

Verse 13. That is. these forty thou­
sand soldiers were from these tribes. 

Verse 14. Everything that Joshua 
had predicted or promised to the peo­
ple came to pass. Since that included 
many superhUI:p.an feats they were 
forced to believe that God was with 
him and thus he was magnified as the 
verse states. 

Verses 15, 16. The use of the ark tn 
the hands of the prIests hanng been 
completed It was then in order for 
them to come out also 80 that the river 
may be returned to Us normal condI­
tion. Hence Joshua received orders 
from the Lord for them to come up out 
of the Jordan. 

Verses 17, 18. The instrUctions of 
the Lord were carried out by Joshua 
and the priests. As soon as all parties 
were safely on the dry land the river 
was allowed to resume its condition 
and to flll the area that included the 
bottom land. as before. 

Verse 19. Please note the date, tenth 
day of first month, on which the people 
came up out of the river for 1t w111 be 
an Important point for a certain calcu. 
laUon. The place where they lodged 
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waa Gllgal. Thill ohould be marked 
also. 

Verses 20-24. This passage 18" com· 
mented upon at length at verse 9, 
which the reader will please see again. 

JOSHUA 5 
Verse 1. One meaning of the word 

for "melted." Is to become discouraged 
and faint. The demonstration of dry­
ing up tbe Jordan was evidence to the 
naUons that no god of theirs waa Ilks 
the God ot the Israelites and that 
meant utter defeat for them. Such a 
state ot weakened morale was part of 
God'. plan tor giving his people the 
victory over the natJons occupying 
their promised poeaesaIODS. 

Verses 2, 3. The form of language 
In this paragraph 1& in the nature of 
emphasis and not as an example of 
grammatIcal construction. No male 
was ever circumcised the second Ume. 
That would be impossible. But the 
idea Is a second occasion of circumcis­
ing mankInd. It could be said that a 
man wl\8hed the dlth trom hi. handa 
the second time. Not the same ruth 
twice but the same man was washed 
the second time. This does not ex­
actly illustrate the ease but wlll an· 
swer in that the word. "second" can 
be seen to have a figurative meaning. 

Verses (·6. The ordinance of circum­
cision was first given to Abraham. It 
was then incorporated in the law of 
Moses. So strict was the ordinance 
that it it were neglected the gullty one 
was to be put to death. See Ex. 4: 
24-26 tor an instance showing the ex­
actnesB of the Lord in this command. 
In the case of the chlldren of Israel, 
their being constantly on the march, 
and the irregularity of the length or 
stay in any one place made it out ot 
the question to attend to thla rite. The 
condition of phYSical dlsabUlty that 
the operation would cause would hin­
der their activity. A case shOwing 
that such dlaablllty would follow .. Id 
operation. can be seen in Gen. 34.! 25. 
In a congregation ot several mUlion 
people there would scarcely be a day 
that some male child and even many 
ot them would not come to the age for 
the rite. It could be thought that an 
eight day old babe would not be march­
ing but would be carried anyway. That 
is true, but the condition brought on 
by the operation would add so to the 
incumbrance that it was deferred dur­
ing the march. It must be remem· 
bered that this march was ordered by 
the Lord, hence the omissfon ot the 

circumcision would not be clla.rged Utt 
against the people. 

Verses 7, 8. This passage again veri. 
fles the remarks as to the physical 
etrects of the rite on the victims. 

Verse 9. The reproach referred to 
here Is the shame ot having been in 
bondage to the Egyptians for so many 
centuries. Now that they have reacbed 
the place to which they have been 
journeying they are entirely free from 
any possible hindrance trom the for­
mer enemy. Two great bodies ot water. 
Red Sea and Jordan, have been crossed 
successfully and they are In a position 
to carry out the ordinance of the 
founder of the nation. That could not 
have been done In Egypt because at 
the condition ot servitude surrounding 
them. Now that hindrance has been 
removed and full compliance with the 
original ordinance made with the bead 
of their race has been ettected. 

Verse 10. Attention at tbe reader 
'was called to the date given in Ch. 4: 
19. That was the date the selection 
of the passover lamb was to be made. 
(Ex. 12: H.) So they had crossed Just 
In time to make th1a selection on the 
proper day, which made it possible for 
them to keep the feast on the lawful 
date as here stated. 

Verse 11. Let us keep the dales 
clear In our mlnds. The passover was 
OD the fourteenth day. They ate this 
old product of the land on the morrow 
after the passover which would be the 
fifteenth. The tact that they ate o! 
this product at the newly found land 
proved that it was Indeed a land ot 
plenty and that no miraculous provi· 
sian would need to be made for their 
living. 

Verse 12. Very logically, then, the 
manna would not be needed and would 
cease. Thl8 was stopped on the mor­
row atter their fust day of eating of 
the old com which would be on the 
sixteenth. 

Verse 13. The angels ot God o!ten 
appeared on earth in the form of man. 
This fact is abundanUy proved by vari. 
ous passages. A few of them will be 
cited In thlB connection: Gen. 32: 24 
with HOB. 12: t. Gen. 19: I, 8. Heb. 
13: 1. Thls circumstance was a fitting 
introduction for the great drama of 
conflict into which Joshua and tbe chil­
dren ot Israel are about to be plunged. 
A ehallenge to combat was indicated 
by the drawn sword. When a servant 
of God Is confronted with a force ot 
any kind that Indicates a dispute, 
elther physical or spiritual, he would 
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m .. t that challenge squarely and com· 
pel the opposing force (or man) to 
take a stand either for or against. 
That I. what Joshua did In thl. place. 
Being in the form of man, Joshua 
would not know that be was an angel 
of God. He already knew that the in­
vasion into that land was to be fol­
lowed by an armed eon1llct. hence it 
might be that the first encounter is to 
be experienced by him personally. He 
did not llinch. NeUber did he wait for 
the other person to make the attack. 
He went up and prepared to meet the 
occasion. 

Verse 14. The "man" then gave di­
rect reply indicating that he was on 
the Lord's side, and was a captain in 
that army. This brought Joshua into 
an attitude of reverence and, follow­
ing the custom of those times, he fell 
prostrate with his face toward the 
ground and asked for instructions. 

Verse 15. We should not conclude 
from the statement. that the ground 
was holy because it was the "promised 
land" as is sometimes suggested. We 
ha.ve already seen that the promised 
land included much more territory 
than the present portion. It was on 
the same principle as occurred in the 
case of Moses (Ex. 3: 5), and must be 
understood to mean that the presence 
at the Lord renders any place holy. A 
church house or residence or public 
hall or shade tree or 8.Dy other place 
where scriptural services are being 
conducted would be a holy place. 

JOSHUA 6 
Verse 1. Jericho was one at the 

fenced or walled cities. In Urnes at 
war, or threatened war, such cities 
would keep their gates closed both 
night and day. A state ot siege would 
be declared so that there would be no 
entrance nor exit permUted. This gate 
was brought about here because ot the 
report concerning the Israelites. 

Verse 2. This city was just across 
tho Jordan opposite where they had 
been in camp, hence was to be the flrst 
place ot attack. 

Verse 3. Only the soldiers were men­
tioned in this verse, but later we will 
see the people mentioned with the 
march. The first lap ot the plan was 
to make a dally circuit at the city tor 
six days. Nothing more was done on 
those days. 

Verse 4. The order at march is given 
more detail in this verse. Seven priests 
will take the lead and those bearing 
the ark will tollow next. The leading 

Priests were to be ·provided. with ram's 
bomB. These were instruments pro­
vided tor the purpose of producing a 
long and continuous blast and its Qual· 
ity at tone would be such as to demand 
attentton. It Is signlflcant that in this 
ODe verse the expressions "ram's 
horos" and "trumpets" are used in the 
same connection. 

Verse 6. Here the people are intra· 
duced, and they had just one part to 
perform In the great event, which was 
to shout. The order of tbe wbole pro­
cedure may be summed up thus. Sur­
round the city once, dail,., for six days, 
Surround It seven Umes the seventh 
day. The priests to make a long blast 
with the horns or trumpets. The peo­
ple to gIve a shout. That completes 
the human part ot the great attack. 
The Lord's part comes next which was 
the sinking ot the wall. The word 
"flat" is tram TAOHATH and Is defined 
"the bottom (as depressed); only ad­
verbially, below (orten with preposi· 
tional preftx underneath), tn lieu ot, 
ete."-8trong. This definitton of the 
word indicates that the walls sank into 
the ground and that accounts for the 
statement that every man went 
"straight before" him Into the ctty. 
There would not be even the presence 
at debris to hinder the attack. 

Verses 6, 7. This 1s the order of God 
being relayed by Joshua to the priests 
and people ; onJy an additional item is 
mentioned, that of armed. men. 

Verse 8. Attention is to be called 
to the idea that passing before the 
ark is the same as passing before the 
Lord. That is because that sacred 
piece always was to be symbolical ot 
the presence ot God. 

Verse 9. More details ot the order 
of march are given here. The armed 
men went first. the seven priests next, 
the ark next and the "rereward" (rear 
guard) next. 

Verse 10. The only noise allowed 
was that of the trumpets while in the 
actions ot the march. 

Verse 11. The ark being the most 
important object among them it is 
said to have compassed the city once 
and then returned to camp. Ot course 
all the rest at the combination went 
with It. 

Verses 12·14. The same procedure 
wa,a followed dany tor six days. 

Verse 15. The flnw day had dawned 
and they arose early. alert for the 
great Climax at their attack on the 
enemy. and proceeded. Since this day 
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wu to . require seven circuits of the 
city, there was reason for arising 
earJy. . . 

Verse 16. This states the final act in 
the great performance. The shouting 
did not take place untll Joshua had 
made some final statements and given 
instructions and warnings. 

Verse 17. The word "accursed" 
means ·'devoted." It ha.s many Umes 
been seen that God claims and deserves 
the first ot everything. In this sense, 
the present statement ia made. Jericho 
wUl be the first city attacked and its 
spoU wlll therefore belong to the Lord 
and not to be personally appropriated. 
This same principle ot devot1on to the 
Lord included the sRcr14ce of things 
or animals or persons that would not 
be fit lor retaining as assets. The Jiv. 
ing creatures in this city must be 
killed. But exceptions wtU be made of 
the harlot and her company which was 
the contract made with her on the oc­
casion of the two spies' visit with her. 

Verse 18. A free use is made of this 
word "Accurse" here, and can be 
clearly understood if its meaning is 
conSidered, that It means to be devoted 
to the Lord, either in the form of sac­
rifice or as an item ot worth. So that 
It the people take to themselves that 
w,bIch has been devoted to God. they 
wUl make themselves an object to be 
devoted or sacrificed to Gad. Hence 
the warning. 

Verse 19. These items can be at 
practical use in the Lord's service so 
they were to be taken whole and put 
Into the treasury of the Lord. 

Verse 20. This verse might be in­
serted directly at the end of verse 16 
as has already been explained at that 
place. Upon the fi.nal act ot the people, 
the shouting, the wall tell down "flat." 
See Comments at verse 6 on this word. 

Verse 21. This is a statement of the 
general conduct ot the congregation 
without the exception. that will ~ 
mentioned next. 

Verse 22. The words "had said" are 
very Significant here for they al'e re­
flecttve. Since this woman liVed on the 
wall which sank Into the ground we 
must understand that previous to the 
tinal act the rescue ot the woman was 
made and here is announced. 

Verse 23. The same men who had 
been in the woman's house before 
were the ones sent to bring p.er out. 
They would make no mistake about it 
since she had flxed the cord in the 
window tor theil:" signal. And it is 

well to. Observe that she lived on the 
wall. , She had given the men their 
escape dIrectly through the window 
and down on the outside of the wall. 
By some similar means they could re· 
enter her house without going through 
the gates to the inSide. Since she was 
delivered before the walls were over. 
thrown, the gates would have been 
closed to them. 

Verse 24. After all or tho items or 
the attack had been performed and 
the wall had been removed the next 
thing was the destruction at the 
houses and the inhabitants. The ' ar­
ticles at value mentioned they put into 
the treasury. The exception ot which 
we will read in next chapter does not 
contradict this verse for it describes 
faithfully the conduct of the true men 
and their intentions. Nothing was 
spared by their knowledge or consent. 

Verse 25. Joshua respected the 
agreement the spies had made with 
the woman. Of course we do not un­
derstand that he would have been 
bound to it had it been wrong. But 
the wr iter says she was saved because 
of her service to the men of God. And 
this 'woman became a permanent resi­
dent among the children of Israel and 
finally married ODe at the men in the 
blood Une. (Matt. 1: 6.) 

Verse 26. ThIs verse makes a very 
unusual threat and some indefiniteness 
seems to exist as to some at 1 ta ex­
preSSions. The R.V. makes it mean 
that when the man is starting to re­
build the foundation his oldest son 
will die, and when he is r eady to hang 
the gates his youngest will die. Our 
A.V. does not say the sons will dIe. 
My idea 18 that he was to start the 
work "in" the days of his firstborn 
and hang the gates "in" the daya of 
his youngest. Had the man suftered 
the loss at his oldest son in connection 
with laying the foundation he nat­
urally would have been impressed with 
the truth at the divine threat and 
nothing but blind perverseness would 
have led him on to complete the work. 
But the whole idea is that such a man 
would have 80 much trouble In the 
progress ot the work that it would re­
quire practically all the prime ot his 
Hte tor the work. This would be Indi. 
cated by the fact that he had begun 
the work ot rebuilding in the begin­
ning at hie famUy group and was still 
at it at the time ot birth at bis last 
chtld. This was done as recorded in 
1 King. 16: 34. 

Verse 27. Joshua had been dealg· 
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nated. by the Lord as the successor of 
Moses In the leadership of the people. 
Therefore be would be with him and 
cause bis greatness to be reported 
throughout the country. Hence, there 
would be no excuse for any to oppose 
his movements on pretense they 
thought him an impostor. 

JOSHUA 7 
Verse 1. For the information of the 

reader the inspired narrative states 
what had been done, which is to be 
the factor in the sad atrair about to 
happen. For the time being, Joshua 
as a man does not know of the sin 
here mentioned. 

Verse 2. The number of armed men 
in the congregation was 80 great that 
not all of them might be needed in 
given movements against cities. Hence 
the commander orders a reconnais­
sance of the next proposed point of 
attack, which was the city of AI. 

Verse 3. Tbe men returned and re­
ported to their chief that the place 
was few in number and that two or 
three thousand men would be sufilcient 
for the attack. 

Verses 4, 5. The attack was repulsed 
with the loss of 36 men. No indica­
tion is made that a false estimate had. 
been made of the strength of the city. 
They had been successful in their pre­
vious movements against the enemy. 
Also the Lord had given assurance that 
he would be with them, but now they 
have met shameful defeat in that they 
were put to 1I1ght. 

Verse 6. Joshua now knows that 
something is wrong. He and the elders 
fell before the ark. That was where 
God was to be met in ceremonial for­
malities. 

Verses 7-9. Joshua was an inspired 
leader and spoke with authority when 
delivering messages from the Lord to 
the people. But he was human, and 
now is overcome with astonishment 
and disappointment and confusion at 
the turn of matters. The defeat of his 
men was regretted for more than one 
reason. The immediate etreet of it on 
his men was bad. But the humilia­
tion of the nation in the eyes of their 
enemies was what grieved Joshua 
most. The same thoughts had im­
pressed Moses on various occasions. 
(Ex. 32: 11, 12; Num. 14: 13, 14.) 

Verses 10-12. Joshua now was in­
formed by the Lord as to the cause of 
the defeat. No person is named as yet, 
but the fact that Israel had sinned by 
taking what belonged to the Lord, was 

explained to Joshua 8S the cause of the 
disappointment 

Verse 13. Joahuawas commanded 
by the Lord to make certain state­
ments to the peO'ple, the address to be 
made to them as a whole, and they 
were to be informed that they could 
not withstand their enemies until the 
evil was removed from the camp. The 
same principle is taught in the N.T. 
which will be dealt with in lull In the 
proper place. But one general refer­
ence may well be cited here which is 
the case of the fornicator in 1 Cor. 5. 
There it is plainly taught that the 
service in general of the congregation 
will not be acceptable to God as long 
as that congregation retains within its 
fellowship the sin of its participants. 

Verses 14, 16. The gist ot this pas­
sage is that the sorting out to find the 
guilty party was to be done through 
group by group. Again we see a sample 
of God's methods in carrying out his 
will. He could have named the guilty 
person outright but chose to proceed 
in this other way for reasons of his 
own. 

Verses 16-18. The various units of 
the people were approached in turn 
and in some manner eliminated one 'by 
one until the guilty one was left pres­
ent. We are not told just here how 
the designation was ettected. Some 
times such matters were decided by 
the lot. But whatever the means, the 
Lord was directing the whole proce· 
dure. So far the only thing that was 
decided was the identity of the guilty 
person. 

Verse 19. Achan was the man left 
standing after aU innocent ones had 
been eliminated. Then he was called 
on by Joshua to make a confession of 
what he had done. And the basis on 
which he was thus admonished and on 
which he should make his confession 
was the glory of God. 

Verse 20. This verse gives the gen­
eral confession of Achan. That he had 
sinned. Not only so, but had sinned 
against the Lord. That is a significant 
idea. Some men are more willing to 
acknowledge wrong done against their 
fellow men than against GOd. Any sin 
at all Is against the Lord regardless of 
how many men are involved. 

Verse 21. A general confession is 
not enough and should never be ac­
cepted trom a person today when pro­
posing to confess. It is unfair in that 
it leaves the complainant no ground 
of action justly and also leaves the 
guilty person a means ot escape from 
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just puniahment afterward. it be tries 
to void hiB confession. So Achan spec1· 
fies his stn and teUs what be had 
done. He bad taken certain things of 
value. These things were the Lord's, 
and thus, he was guilty _ of robbing 
GOd. And to show evidence ot good 
faith in the confession be tells where 
they might find the stolen goods. 

Verses 22. 23. Joshua made the 
search and found It as Achan had said 
and brought out the stutt In the pres­
ence of the people and before the Lord. 

Verse 24. The gullty man and his en· 
Ure famlly. together wIth all the things 
be had stolen as also his own cattle 
and other possessions are brought 
down to ·the valley of Achor (so named 
because of the circumstance taking 
place tn tbe trouble that had been 
caused by Achan). 

Verses 26. 26. The whole group was 
stoned and burned. The question wlll 
arise about the family In the guilt. 
Since the stuft' was hid In the tent 
where the famlly would be present 
they would have guilty knowledge of 
the transa.ction. That would make 
them pUty with him. Another QUes­
tion that arises here is this. We see 
that Achan made a full and humble 
confession of his wrong, also restored 
In· full the property damage he bad 
done. What more eould a man do? 
Why should be be 10Bt when he did all 
that could be done to make bis wrongs 
right? Here Is another place where we 
must remember that both clvtl and 
reltgtou! government were adminis­
tered through the Mosaic system. If a 
man violates a law of the land he must 
:pay the penalty :prescrIbed by that law. 
Even though he might be a disci:ple of 
the Lord, he must meet the demands 
of the civil government. HiB acknow­
ledgement of wrong before the assem­
bly of the Lord's peo:ple w1ll not ex­
empt him from his obllgation before 
the law. If he makes his standing 
before God right, then the bleaslngs he 
should receive from the Lord w1U 
come, even though he must go ahead 
and pay the penalty of the law. When 
Achan paid with hlB life for the thing 
be had done he was satisfying the 
penal laws of the government. When 
he made hiB full contesslon of wrong 
before God he made satisfaction for 
his rellgtou8 relation to God, and what. 
ever spiritual enjoyment he should 
have been entitled to before God would 
allow regardless of bls otber tate. 

JOSHUA 8 
Verse 1. The affair about Achan baa 

been settled and the Lord has been 
satisfied. Now Joshua is encouraged to 
proceed with the campaign of attack­
ing the enemy in the promised bead­
quarters. The assurance of victory is 
made to them. 

Verse 2. The same success w11l fol­
low them in this attack on Ai that 
came in the attack on Jericho. But a 
change was made in the privileges of 
the soldIery. In this instance they may 
take the spaU. Not that It was any 
less valuable or desirable than that In 
the former city. But the Lord claimed 
only the spoll of the first city, 80 they 
are permitted to take this to them­
selves. 

Verses 3, 4_ Joshua Is using what is 
called strategy in warfare. This de­
tacbment of warriors was instructed to 
be near the city, but at course not In 
eight. 

Verse 5. Another :part of the strat· 
egy Is for the leader to take other meD 
and approach the city. When the tn­
habitants therein come out, then 
Joshua and his men will flee from 
them whIch wUl mislead them Into 
thinking they are being victorious. 

Verse 6. Joshua and his unit w1ll 
continue to tlee 80 8.8 to draw the in­
habitants from their city. The previ­
ous experience in which the Israelites 
had been forced to :nee w1l1 be fresh In 
the memory and they w1ll conclude It 
Is to be a repetition ot that victory. 
With this delusion In their minds they 
wlll rush headlong from the elty. 

Verse 7_ The situation will be one 
of advantage for the Israelites who 
had. been sent out at the beginning at 
this movement. The city being de­
serted of its soldiers, tbis detachment 
would be given opportunity to at­
tack It. 

Verse 8. The instruction is given 
here that when the opportunity ar­
rives now being described and pre­
dicted, they are to set fire to the city. 
This will accompl1Bh two :purposes. It 
will destroy the property of the enemy 
and will also attract the attention ot 
the soldiers who had been In pursutt 
of the IsraeUtes with Josbua. 

Verse 9. With these instructions 
tram the commander the men went to 
11e In ambush on the west side of the 
city whtle he remained with the people. 

Vo ...... 10, 11. The soldiers of the 
host were selected by Joshua and took 
up a position on the north at At. 
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Verse 12. ThIs seems to be an a:tra 
detachment of five thousand, besides 
the ones mentioned in verse three. A 
glance at the map wUl show that 
Bethel was north and west of Ai. That 
would ,agree with the Idea of the am­
bush beIng between the two clUes. yet 
on the west of Ai. 

Verse 13. VVe can see the array of 
preparation. Joshua and bis main 
army are on the north ot the city 
while the two detachments of the am­
buscade are on the west and all set 
tor the movement AU this being done, 
Joshua advanced as far as the valley 
spoken of that was near the city and 
came in sight of the men of the city. 

Verse 14. The king ot At saw the 
approach of the Israelites. He gath­
ered the citizens ot the cIty and went 
out to meet the enemy. unconscIous of 
the men in ambush behind or west of 
the city. 

Verse 15. At this JUDcture Joshua 
made a feint by performing 8.8 a dlr 
reated army-and started to flee towards 
the wUderness, that being a place of 
advantage for the action expected on 
the part of the Israelites. 

Verse 16. It had the desired effect. 
The men of the city, with the feeling 
of victory. hastened out of the city and 
after the fleeing IsraeUtes. In this way 
tbey were decoyed from their city and 
lett It OpeD. 

Verse 17. Bethel now entered the 
actton through sympathy for the "vic· 
tortous" ally city and botb groups pur· 
sued the fieeing enemy, the very thing 
desired by Joshua. 

Verses 18, 19. There were no special 
signals as perfect as are avallable to­
day to communicate army orders. 
Tbus, the Lord intercedes with miracu­
lous errect. He commands Joshua to 
stretch out his spear toward At with 
the promise that the city will be given 
into his hand. He did SO and simul· 
taneously the men in the ambush arose 
and attacked the city. We know this 
was a miraculous demonetration since 
the human eye could not have seen the 
instrument in the hand of Joshua at 
the distance there was between them. 

Verse 20. The great btllows of smoke 
caused by this -fire attracted the atten­
tIon of the Inhabitant" of the clty and 
threw them lnto a panic. In thetr ex· 
citement they turned back and came 
upon the host of their pursuers. 

Verse 21. Joshua could also See the 
smoke, and knew that his men ot the 
ambuscade had made their appointed 

movement; also It -could be seen that 
the men of Al had started a retreat, 
hence he also reversed his movement 
and began slaying the people. 

Verse 22. In unison with this move­
ment on the part of Joshua and his 
men, the men ot the ambush attacked 
the citizens and thus they were thrown 
into a helpless huddle. 

Verse 23. To take a notable foe 
"dead or alive," is considered a signal 
yictory as a rule. But to be able to 
capture bim alive is the greater one. 
This was done here. 

Verse 24. Apparently this verse dis­
agrees with verse 17. But the situation 
is open to a reasonable explanation. 
Although the enUre citlzenry had de­
serted the place, when the retreat took 
place It was but natural that a part of 
them would inflltrate through the mass 
and get back into their city. · These 
were the ones that were here slatn 
with the edge of the sword In the 
hands ot Joshua's men. 

Verses 25, 26. This passage gives us 
a report of the complete destructlon of 
the people of thls city. Such was a ful. 
tillment of what had been commanded 
for their conduct of the campaign 
against all the heathen cltles of that 
country. 

Verse 27. The spotIs of the various 
clUes were Dot objectionable as to 
their quality. The ban on taking that 
of Jericho was not on the prlnciJ>le 
that they were "tainted" good's, but be­
cause the Lord claimed the first of 
everything and that was the first city 
they attacked. Now that other attacks 
are to be made, the people wlll be per· 
mi tted to approt)riate the spolls to 
themselves. 

Verse 28. The word "for~ver" means 
"age-Iasttng" as we have previously 
seeu. As used here it means that no 
speciftc term of years was decided 
upon when the clty could be restored, 
for it was made so completely desolate 
that it continued, even up to the date 
of the wrIting, as a heap. 

Verse 29. The king had not been al· 
lowed the honor of being killed tn 
acUon. He was taken alive, then slaln. 
Not by the 'lhonorable" method of the 
sword, but by the disgraceful method 
of hanging. While the king was to be 
dealt the dishonor of such execution, 
the land must be spared the disgrace 
as much as possible. Therefore the 
body of the king was taken down at 
the end of the day. which was here 
determined by the setting ot the BUD. 
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Veraes30. 31. This altar . w .. not 
tor the"regular tabernacle worship, tor 
that must be done on the altar built 
for that purpose. This Is a special per­
formance as on the field at battle and 
was. a m1l1tary action. 

Verse 32. Since the system given 
through Moses was both temporal and 
religiOUS, the actfons just now con­
cluded as to temporal interests would 
be authorized by thts law. and lIence 
It was appropriate to Inscribe it on the 
spot of this military success. 

Verse 33. Let It be borne In mind 
that the conquest of Canaan Is only in 
the beginning. Untn It has been com­
pleted tbere will be more or le88 un­
settled conditions as to the tabernacle 
and its articles of furniture. So bere 
we read about the ark 88 being In the 
presence of the people and all In con· 
nection with the priests. Also were 
they situated with reference to the 
two mounts previously selected upon 
which to stand tor the blessings and 
cursings. Of course, in the present 
occasion the blessing of God is mani· 
fested In that the Israelites have been 
Buccesaful against the enemy. 

Verse. 3f. 36. While the Immediate 
condition is one of blessing, it is well 
not to forget the posstbWty of the 
curses. Hence both parts of the law 
are now recited In the hearing of the 
people. Mention is made of the strano 
gers that were conversant, Or visiting 
among them. While the provisions of 
the system were for special benefit of 
the chtldren of Israel, when others saw 
:O.t to be among them they must be 
made to understand that obedience to 
the law will be expected of them. 
Otlierw1se, they will receive the same 
curses that disobedient Israelites would 
get. 

JOSHUA 9 
Verses I, 2. The great success of 

Joshua against Ai was reported gener· 
ally and the various groups of people 
then occupying the land expected a 
Similar fate. As a result they formed 
a confederacy against the oncoming 
Israelites. 

Verse 3. Among the cltl.. wblch 
were aroused by the report was Gibeon. 
It was an lmportant city not far from 
the site of the Israelite army at that 
time. Als. Ibat city had evidently 
learned something of the stipulation 
that had been given to the children of 
Israel on the subject of peace pacts. 
(Dent. 20: 16. 16). 

Verse f . It says tbey worked wilily. 
wblch means with trlekery. Among 

the tricks, they prepared some of. "the 
indica,tions of those who were autho~ 
ized to act as ambassadors. Such , an 
omcial would naturally be from an out­
side community and hence "very far 
o:lf" as the stipulation referred to 
above required. 

Verse 6. This verse is a continua­
tion ot the plan started in the previous 
one. They put clouts (patches) on 
their shoes and found some bread Ibat 
was mouldy and also procured some 
old clothing. It has always been a 
strange circumstance that such a 
scheme could have been 80 deceptive. 
The sight or old articles would give 
not the least information as to when 
or where they bad become 8uch tn 
condition. Since most people would 
have articles of clothing about their 
homes ot such description, it ought to 
have occurred to the mind of the 
Israelites that atter all the conclusion 
had to be based on the assertions of 
the Gibeonites. And if they would be­
lieve their word as to when and where 
these articles were changed trom new 
to old, why not JUBt take their word 
directly as to where they lived f But 
such Is the usual nature of an insti­
tution of deception, that its most obvi­
OUB incons1stencies wHl be overlOOked. 
No doubt that Is the reason tor 80 
many warnings In the Bible against 
beIng deceived. 

Verse 6. Our main point of interest 
at this verse is to note the location of 
the camp of Israel. It would be well 
to mark the place here for future 
reference. 

Verse 7. This statement was made 
In view of the stipulation In Dent. 20; 
15. 16. 

Verses 8·10. They acknowledged they 
had become disturbed by the reports of 
success of the Israelites. And in their 
reference to this report they used the 
word "fame" which would indicate 
that the report was not so much a 
direct sound from the immediate ac­
tions of BUCCess. That would be the 
case with an occurrence taking place 
near them. The reason they heard 
about It, though "far away," was that 
the Israelites had become famous. The 
whole procedure was one of grand 
strategy on the part of the. Glbeonltes. 

Verses 11-13. The grand scheme was 
rounded out by the respectful attitude 
of theIr eJders who instructed their 
"ambassadors" to make an oftlclal jour­
ney to communicate with the "distant" 
but victoriouB foe. They then repeat 
the fals8hood already stated. 
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Verse 14. The word "took" is from 
an original with 80 much variety of 
meaning that the context must deter· 
mine its speeial application in any 
given case. In the present one we 
know it did not mean they partook of 
the victuals since they were mouldy 
and unfit for consumption. Hence, the 
meaning is that the men of Israel took 
or accepted the men of Glbeao on the 
strength of the appearance of the vic­
tuals. The mistake theY made was in 
relying on Buch flilDBY evidence and 
not even consulting the Lord on the 
matter. 

Verse 15. On the basis of the tOfEr 
going conclusions the Israelites made 
a league with the Glbeonites. And 
since this league was legalized by an 
ofllctal and national oath that made 
it bindIng. On the general principle of 
righteous obligations a promise ob­
tained through force or deception Is 
considered void. Evidently the Lord 
wishes his people to be taught a lesson 
by painful experience and thus here 
holds. them to the faithful perform­
ance of aU that a league implies, as 
we will see. 

Verse 16. The original thought in 
the word "neighbor" was evidently 
that of physical nearness as seeD here. 
That gave rise to the work ot moraliz­
Ing on the Bubject as was done in 
Luke 10: 29. That, as the man nearest 
to another physically would be bis 
neighbor in that sense, so the man in 
need would be a neighbor to him who 
had first opportunity for helping him, 
and vice versa. After three days the 
word "got out" that they had been 
duped. To ascertain the truth they 
took a journey and found that within 
three days' travel, they reached the 
cities of the ones witb whom they had 
made the league. Now anyone would 
know that fresh bread would not be­
come stale in three days nor would 
Dew shoes become worn in that time. 
So the truth now breaks upon their 
minds that they have been deceived. 

Verses 17. 18. Although they discov­
ered their mistake they were faithful 
to theIr league and did not attack the 
Glbeonites. But the leaders of the peo­
ple had made the league and now the 
congregation at large complains at the 
princes. 

Verses 19. 20. The league did not 
guarantee to them any further benefits 
than their lives. Hence. tbey are stand­
Ing by the league to let them live. 
While they are thus bound to the 
acreement to let them Uve, that in-

dudes with an ally. the service neces­
sary to help them Uve as we will see 
before long. 

Verses 21-23. While their pact re­
quired them to grant them life It d1d 
not obligate them any further. Hence, 
as a penalty for their deception they 
will be put under servile tribute. The 
service they wUl be required to per­
form is preparing wood tor the altar 
and water for the congregational use. 
All ot the animals to be otrered on the 
altar bad to be washed wIth water. 
The altar fire bad to be kept up with 
wood humanly provided. This double 
service will now be placed on the 
GlbeonlteB. 

Verses 24-27. The Gibeonites were so 
relieved at not being subject to de­
struction that they gladly accepted the 
service thus imposed on them by 
Joshua. They even agreed In general 
terms to accept whatever service he 
might see fit to charge upon them, but 
the only penalty put on them was the 
one concerning the wood and wa.ter 
as stated. 

JOSHUA 10 
Verses 1. 2. In the realm of national 

and miUtary interests one nation, al­
ways fears and looks with jealousy 
upon any coalition between a neighbor­
ing nation and a toreign one that is a 
foe. That was the situation atter this 
league with Gibeon. 1f that city and 
its colleagues have formed a pact with 
Israel then it means that in any con­
flict with either. the other would be 
linked up against them. 

Verses 3. 4. With the situation as 
described. the strategy W8.8 to attack 
and overcome Gibeou whUe only it 
would be against them and before 
tbeir newly formed alllance could be 
of any assistance to them. The ktng 
of Jerusalem, belng one of the out· 
standing powers interested. at that 
time appealed. to the others near him 
to join him in the attack upon Gibean 
because of this league they had with 
lBrae!. 

Verse 6. In answer to the call, the 
friends of the ktng of Jerusalem re­
sponded and mobilized their forces for 
the attack on Glbeon as their common 
foe. 

Verse 6. ThIB brought a call from 
Glbeon to Joahua to r .. pond. 

Verse 7. True to his word of honor 
Josbua prepared to go to tbe assis­
tance of bis ally. And he did not make 
merely ' a pretended movement that 
might have been used as a pretext 



Joahua 10: 8-18 327 

while ~rvlng the best of hi. forees 
tor his personal use. The record says 
he took all his men of war. 

Verses 8, 9. The league formed with 
the Gtbeonites was accepted by the 
Lord, tor we bere see that he encour­
ages J oahua and assures him of sue­
cess. With this encouragement Joshua 
proceeded toward the encounter and 
spent the night tn the journey. In 80 

doing be Will! enabled to make a sur. 
prise attack. 

Verse 10. This first attack was a 
complete success against the enemy 
and reeuUed In a rout of their forces. 

Verse 11. These Btones were hall· 
stones in the ordinary meaning of that 
word except as to size or weight. These 
were great enough to cause many 
deatba and thu8 were a weapon agatnst 
which the enemy had no defense. The 
Lord helps those who belp themselves. 
Had Josbua been negligent and de­
pended exclusively on the miracle of 
God he would have been defeated in 
the action. 

Verses 12, 13. Much has been said 
by both the friends and foes of the 
Bible upon this p88Bage of scripture. 
And much of it has been unnecessary. 
The whole subject Is involved In one 
Question. Is there a supreme creator 
of " the universe! If we say no, then 
a more fundamental basis of subject 
matter should be considered than the 
incidental Item ot managing this por­
tion of the universe 8S bere reported. 
If It is admitted there is such a Being, 
then aU questions Into the how or why 
of this circumstance are oft the potnt. 
It God 1s, and ean create the Bun and 
other planets. then It Is a small matter 
to control them as he sees tit. The 
maker of a machine certainly would 
know how. and have the power. to 
manage it 8S desired. To 88y that any 
power could bring the heavenly bodies 
Into being, hold them In space In har· 
montous relaUon for centuries, yet 
could not alter their actions. for a 
ehort Ume-to say this, Is the poorest 
kind of a position. As to the quibble 
about whether It 1s the Bun or the 
earth that moves that Is fooJlsh dodg. 
ing of the Issue. It la accommodative 
language. The Bun appears to move 
and hence language Is baaed on ap­
pearance. Even our "sclentlsts" who 
have learned the truth about the rela­
tion of the heavenly bodies w1ll speak 
of the sUDset which would be unscien­
tific were " we to hold them to strict 
tact In their form of speech. The tact 
is that whatever may be the actual 

movements of these bodies to alternate 
the Ught and darkness, those move­
ments were interrupted on this occa­
sion tor the length of time etated, so 
that the amount of aunltght wanted 
tor the action would be Increased. Fur· 
thermore as to the moon. What differ­
ence would it have made In the Ught 
Joshua would have whether the moon 
WM acted upon or not? It would have 
made no dUference at all. The Lord 
can perform any miracle that is right. 
Thus he could have permitted the 
moon to go on in Its movement at this 
time without any. disadvantage to 
Joshua In this battle. But that would 
have thrown the relative rate of travel 
of the moon to the sun out of order 
unleM another miracle were performed 
upon the enUre arrangement of the 
luminary eystem. So God preferred to 
avoid necessity of that miracle by per· 
forming this one of stopping the sun 
and moon at the same time. A man 
might be standing on a moving vehicle. 
Outside force Is exerted on the vehicle 
to stop it without applying the force 
to the man. The tendency then would 
be to throw the man Into bodUy con­
fusion. If that outside force were ap­
plied aUke to both vehicle and man, 
both would stop together witbout any 
undue disorder. That Is why both sun 
and moon were acted upon In this 
case. Reference Ie made to the "book 
of Jasher:' This was a literary pro­
dUction in existence at that time, but 
Since lost. It Is one of the in8tances 
where an Inspired writer or speaker 
confirm8 his inspired statement by ref. 
eTenCe to Bome uninspired but truthful 
writer outside. Paul did tbe same thing 
In Acts 17: 28. Such circumstances as 
these justify us in our reference to 
secular materials as long as we do not 
try to use them as authority. 

Verse 14. The adverse critic of the 
Bible 8&yS this. verse contradicts 2 
Kings 20: 11 because that was another 
time when God favored a man's wish 
by Interfering with the time. But this 
statement In Joshua was made in the 
fifteenth century before Christ, and 
that In lOngs the eighth century before 
Christ. At the Ume Joshua wrote bis 
statement this other instance had not 
yet happened. Thus once again the 
shatt of bitterness shot by the enemy 
ot divine revelation rebounds as a well. 
deserved boomerang. 

Verse 16. " The present campalgn hav­
ing been completed. Joshua returned 
to hi. headquarters at Gllgal and will 
prepare for further operations. 

Verses 16-18. The ftve kings who had 
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formed the forces against Gibeon for 
this war had escaped personally with 
theIr lives. They bid in a cave and 
Joshua ordered the cave closed as a 
present waf prison tor the kings, until 
other dlsposltion could be made of 
them. 

Verse 19. Having secured the kings 
against escape Josbua commanded his 
men to pursue the deeing enemy and 
attack the rear of their number 88 
they overtook them. 

Verse 20. The portion of the enemy's 
forces that was at the rear was at­
tacked and destroyed as commanded in 
previous verse. The others were suf­
fered to escape this movement and 
enter some walled cities. 

Verse 21. The fteld headquarters of 
Joshua being at Makkedah. the army 
returned to him there in peace. That 
Is, the success of tbe children of Israel 
was 80 evtdent that no one even ven­
tured to oft'er a protest. 

Verses 22, 23. The prison made of 
the cave was then ordered to be opened 
and the five ktngs theretn brought out 
before the commander. 

Verse 24. Put your feet UPon t1l.e 
neck8. This statement Is often used in 
a figurative sense, but It had its origin 
In a llteral fact. Much of the k11ltng 
tn those days was done with the sword 
and thus It would be an advantage 
In beheading a man to have his body 
prone on the RTound and his neck 
stretched out. On this account It was 
a frequent expresston that referred to 
victory over the enemy by saying the 
hand would be in the neck. (Gen. 49: 
8; 2 Sam. 22: 41; Ps. 18: 40.) 

Verses 26. 26. The aforesaid action 
was a signal of their triumph over the 
foe and not to actually slay the kings. 
Joshua did that afterward. After they 
were slain they were disgraced by be­
ing hung on trees all day. 

Verse 27. The command was given 
to take the bodies down at the time 
of sunset. Tbis was according to the 
law previously given. (Cb. 8: 29.) 
These kings were not only glven the 
shameful treatment In their deaths 
that they deserved, but were not ac· 
corded a respectful burial. They were 
cast into the very cave where they 
had crouched in hiding from their pur· 
suers. That place became their final 
tomb. · 

Verse 28. Makkedah was used as 
temporary headquarters only, during 
the local campaign. When it had ended, 

he then attacked the place and de­
stroyed the people theretn. 

Verses 29. 30. There are stm some 
cities to be attacked and Ltbnah Is one 
or them. J08hua attacke the place, and 
with the help of the Lord destroys It. 

Verses 31, 32. One by one the clUes 
must be attacked and destroyed. This 
was because there was no very well 
concentrated army of the enemy to be 
opposed but they consisted of the scat· 
tered remnants of the heathen resting 
behind walled places. The city of 
Lachish was one of these places. 

Verse 33. It a person often to asstst 
an enemy of Ood that makes him also 
an enemy of God. Hence when this 
Gezerfte king thought to help Lachlsh 
he brought himself Into hostility 
against the Lord's forces and he was 
therefore destroyed. 

Verses 34, 85. Let It be noticed that 
Joshua not only slew the people of 
these clUes but the ctUes also were 
destroyed or laid waste. 

Verses 36. 37. The attack upon Hel; 
ron Included more than just one city 
for it says they destroyed Hebron "and 
all the clUes thereof." That would .In­
clude the suburban places around the 
city proper. The destrucUon must be 
so complete that aU surrounding terri­
tory must be Included In the purge. 

Verses 38, 39. This was another 
place of centralized force for it was 
necessary to take the place with aU 
the clUes thereof. Nothing was suf· 
fered to remain. 

Verses 40-41. Thla paragraph is more 
general as to location and Intends to 
take In all the vartous spots formerly 
occupied by the enemy and extending 
over aU the land of interest to the 
children of Israel. MenUon Is made of 
Kadesh-barnea . because it was the 
southern boundary ot the promised 
land. 

Verse 42. The 81gnUIcant thought In 
this verse is that SUeceBS came to the 
arms of Joshua because the Lord 
fought for him and all Israel. 

Verse (3. This was the end of an· 
other general campaign and thuB 
Joshua with hls enUre forces returned 
to the general headquarters located at 
Gl1gal. This was the same place where 
they had paused after crossing· the 
Jordan. It became and remained the 
camp of the IeraeUtes for Borne . time 
and will not be changed unW 18: 1. 

-
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JOSHUA 11 
Verses 1·5. In this paragraph we 

have an 0 the r confederacy formed 
against the children of Israel. It was 
headed by Jabin. king ot Hazar. He 
was a leader among the Canaanites. 
He was not the only Canaanite king 
with that name hence should not be 
confused with the man of the same 
name whom Barak overthrew in 
Judges 4. In the present case this was 
a strong coalition against the Israel­
ites and appearances might have been 
considered as invincible from any mere 
human source. 

Verse 6. As usual, the Lord gives 
assurance of victory for bie forces be­
cause the whole war Is one of defense 
on the part of his servants and Is 
being fought in their right to the land 
that had been given to them through 
their great forefather Abram. Hence 
the whole sertes of operations will 
have the blessing of God. Among the 
actions done to hinder the enemy was 
to hough the horses. That means to 
cut the tendon or leader In the leg of 
the horse just above the hock joint. 
This would have two very great dis­
advanta~es for the enemy. If the horse 
were carTVing a rider It would cause 
him to fall backwards unon the rider. 
Besides, it would disahle the animal 
fOT further duty. yet leave him as an 
encumhrance to be cared for. provided 
they had such a humane feeling for 
dumb brutes which many certainly 
would have. 

Verl'les 7-9. JoshUa accomplished all 
that the Lord nromtsE"d. He overthrew 
the men C'nming 8J!'ainst him and also 
dlsahled the war horses as described, 
above. Some of these horses were 
those useil to draw the war chariots. 
They would be forced out of service by 
tMs IntUIT done to their limbs. Lest 
other horses mlJ!'ht be procured to 
draw theRe chariots Joshua burned 
them tn the action. 

Verses 10·12. Razor Is here said to 
have bepn the head of the other king­
doms. This is stated at verse 1. It 
will be noted that in ~eneral the pea· 
pIe of a citv were slain but also the 
material of the city was burned. There 
were some exceptions to this rule as 
will be seen In next paragraph. 

Verse 13. Referring to previous par· 
agranb we wUl here understand this 
to refer to the material of the city. not 
to the Inhabitants. They were all slain. 
The act of slaying the ,people would 
not necessarUy destroy the material of 
the city In every case. And when that 

was done, that the city stood still In 
its strength. which means the walls 
withstood the actions of the bodily con· 
fiicts. Those which did so were spared 
the fire except the city of Hazor. The 
reasOn for the exception Is not given. 

Verse 14. After proper distribution 
had been made of the spoils of Jericho 
the soldiers were permitted to appro­
priate to themselves those of the other 
cities. Such is the meaning of this 
verse. 

Verse 15. Let sabbatarians again 
please sit up and take notice. The in­
spired writer takes the care to tell us 
that the Lord commanded Moses. Then 
Moses commanded Joshua. That Is not 
all. But as the Lord commanded Moses, 
80 Moses commanded Joshua. Not one 
Iota of difference between the author­
ity of the command In the cases. 

Verses 16·18. This is another gen· 
eralization of the territory won by the 
arms of Joshua and thus a fulfilling of 
the assurances God had made to his 
people. 

Verse 19. This exception Is explained 
In chapter 9 where these people misled 
Joshua with their tricks. Having made 
a league with them Joshua would not 
break it. 

Verse 20. By not destroying those 
nations at once, miraculously, which 
God could have done. those nations 
were encouraged to attempt battIe for 
their own existence. So the Lord hard· 
ened their hearts· In the same manner 
he used to harden the heart of the 
king of Egypt. It was done by giving 
him the opportunity and he then em­
braced it. And after generations could 
not say that had these people been 
given a chance they would have saved 
themselves from destruction at hands 
of the Israelites. They were given the 
chance and were not able to take care 
of themselves. 

Verses 21. 22. The Anakim were a 
race of giants who were rather coarse 
physically and threatening in appear­
ance. That was why the spies were 
impressed with the awfulness of the 
country. Joshua makes a special at· 
tempt after these creatures and about 
exterminates them. Doubtless the Lord 
will have occasion to use some of them 
later on so they were Buttered to re­
main In a few cities of the Philistines. 

Verse 23. Joshua gave the conquered 
land to the children of Israel "for an 
inherltance." This again agrees with 
the Idea that prior to this the land 
nad been earmarked for them and It 
was theirs. This Is what made their 
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war a war of defense. For the time 
being there was a cessation of war. 

JOSHUA 12 
Verse 1. This verse Is to introduce 

the account of conquests of the chU· 
dren of Israel before crossing the Jor. 
dan. The territory referred to will be 
found shown on the map as extending 
from a potnt east of the Dead Sea and 
upwards. Also eastward fnto the desert. 

Verses 2. 3. The conquest of Sihon 
is originally recorded in Num. 21: 21· 
26. That king bad refused Israel a 
passage through his country even 
though assurance was given him that 
no damage would be done. Instead, he 
attacked the children of Israel. He 
was overcome and his country made a 
possession of the others. uSea of Chin­
neroth" is another name for GaUlee. 

Verses 4·6. This account Is found in 
Num. 21: 33-35. The territory formerly 
occupied by Sibon and Og W88 thus 
taken over by Moses while he was sUll 
with the people and given to the two 
and a halt tribes that requested to 
have their poBSeBBlons on the east ot 
Jordan. It was thus accurate to reter 
to the conquests or the Lord's people 
in this general manner since part ot 
the victories were accompllshed under 
the leadership ot Moses and the rest 
under Joshua. 

Verses 7, 8. Having described the 
conquests ot the congregation under 
Moses on the east ot Jordan, the writer 
now gives that major accomplishment 
over all the princfoal territory west of 
the river under Joshua. The mention 
at the Umits would have Included ot 
necessity all the conditions of the land 
therein. It was deemed well to cite 
the great variety of geographical con­
ditions and thus show the fullll1ment 
of the assurances so often made to the 
Israelites while journeying towards 
their goal. So we see mentioned moun­
tains and valleys, plains and wllder­
ness. Also the victory over the leading 
heathen natlons, the Hittites and Ca· 
naanites, etc. 

Verses 9-24. The nature or comments 
needed or desired over this group at 
verses is such that it Is thought well 
to place them in one paragraph. It wUI 
be noticed that thirty-one kings are 
tabulated in this group. Previoua)y It 
was common to read of seven nations 
of greatness. There Is no dlaagreement 
in the two accounts. It will be also 
recalled that ueually the quallllcatlon 
"greater and mlghUer than thou" was 
n~med In connection with those aeven. 

Thus we undentand that the outatand· 
lng forces which were overcome by the 
children of Israel were particularly 
pointed oul In the present paragraph 
the writer gives a more detailed I1st 
of the conquests. Many times the au­
thority ot a king was conftned to his 
own individual city with perhaps some 
surrounding territory adjacent. Men· 
Uon or a few of the most Important 
cities attackeil and overcome with ret­
erence to the original account will 
Bulllee here. Jericho, (Ch. 6); AI, (Ch. 
8); Jeruaalem, (eb. 10: 3, 23). 

JOSHUA 13 
Verse 1. The statements In tore­

going chapter as to the conquesta ot 
the nation should not be misunder­
stood as confl1cting with the present 
passages. The principal war Is over. 
The victory haa been established. Af­
ter the major conl1iet has been ended 
In victory for one side, there often 
remains a period of "occupational" 
actions. Thus, it is common to read 
today about the "army of occupation"' 
even long after the war Is supposed 
to have been taught and won. It ta 
not strange that enemy naUons show 
the "die-hard" disposition even though 
having raised the llag of surrender. So 
it was In the case of the children ot 
Iarael. They round it necessary to en­
force the victory already won and 
formally acknowledged, and that la 
why we read of further operations that 
resemble m1l1tary actions. Now that 
Joshua Is in his deeUnlng years the 
Lord reminds him of the work yet 
remaining to "cash tn" on the con­
quests already made and thus take 
possession ot the land rightfully theirs. 

Verses 2, 3. Sibor Is doubtless a ref­
erence to the Nile and was not specif­
ically Included in the promised land. 
But here it Is indirectly included on 
the basis that 1t was "counted to the 
canaanite!' And since the Canaanites · 
were among ~he prinoipal naUorus oc­
cupying the western part of the prom­
Ised land to be taken by the I8raelltes, 
and also since that heathen nation 
claimed some jurisdiction over the ter­
ritory reaching to the borders of 
Egypt, we bave the statement here 
recorded. The prominence ot the two 
great heathen nations, Canaanites and 
Philistines. Is explained by theIr loca· 
tion in the western portion ot Pales­
tine and thus their close contact with 
the Israel1tea. 

Venes U. II the reader wlIl con· 
Bult ~ny good Biblical map of Pales­
tine he may see the territory taken in 
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by thl> paragraph. Find the place 
called Beersheba at the southern boun­
dary. then fun the eye upward as far 
as Lebanon. Now go over to the head 
water of tbe Jordan. thence down 
along the western shore of that stream 
and also the western shore of the Dead 
Sea to Its southern terminal. Thla cir­
cuit will include the territory meant 
in the present paragraph and thus In­
clude Palestine or Canaan. 

Verse 7. Mentlon of nine and a half 
tribes coincides with the two and a 
half tribes already located as to p0s­
sessions on the eaat aide of Jordan. 

Verses 8, 9. Thla account of terri­
tory Is the B&lD.e as chapter 12: 1-3. 

Verse 10. Notice this states a limit, 
the border of the chUdren of Ammon. 
This is explaJned in Dent. 2: 19. The 
relation of Ammon to Abraham caused 
God to show them some favor and he 
would Dot permit his people to disturb 
the Ammon1tea' poaaessions. 

Verses 11, 12. This territory has 
already been named as having been 
"won. But the actual taking poaseaaion 
is what 18 bere being considered. see 
comments at verse 1. 

Verse 13. At the time of the present 
writing these people bad not been 
driven out. The same kind of circum· 
stance will be found to apply to other 
peoples and the explanation will be 
more definitely found in Judges 2. 

Verse 14. Sinee the tribe of Levi 
was to be exclusively engaged in the 
religious activities of the nation it was 
not neceS8ary nor appropriate for them 
to be encumbered with landed estates. 
Instead, they were asalgned cities that 
were interspersed throughout the whole 
country occupied by the twelve tribes. 

Verses 15--.21. This territory has also 
been named betore as having been con­
quered by the children of Israel. Here 
it Is aga.ln mentioned &8 territory that 
had to be occupied or taken Into po. 
Be88ion. 

Ve"nes 22-%8. The same remarks 
here would apply as in the preceding 
paragraph as to the neceB8ity of en­
gaging In the activities of the occupa­
tion ot the land. Those activities will 
make It necessary to engage in the use 
of arms in many it not all cases. ThuB 
while in this proce88 they took in hand 
their enemy Balaam. " This indicates 
that he had come among the children 
at Israel from his personal place of 
residence in the country of Mesopo. 
tamia. Having once been recognized 
'as a prophet of God, who had become 

corrupted by the practice at soothsay· 
ing. he st111 desired to mingle with the 
I)eople in various territories. He 1s 
now tound to be in the territory as­
signed to the chUdren whose bretnren 
he once professed to be bis own. So 
he at last met his late. 

Verses 29·:U. There is no revealed. 
explanation of why half of one tribe 
took this liking" to the territory east 
of Jordan.. When the request was made 
and explained to be properly based. 
in the eyes of Moses. the request was 
granted. Now it will be necessary for 
them to occupy the lnheritance. 

Verses 32, 33. The assignment of 
this whole territory above described by 
the authority of Moses was to be rec­
ognized. The actual taking ot the pos­
session remains to be accomplished un· 
der Joshua the mil1tary leader of the 
naUon of the Israelites. 

JOSHUA 14 
Verses 1·3. Let It be noticed thaI 

"land of Canaan" 1n .first verse is used. 
in opposition to "other aide Jordan" in 
third verse. The main reason 1 call 
attention to it i8 that the reader may 
not forget the tact that Canaan was 
not all of the "promised land. '0 The 
particular method by which the deci­
sions were to be rendered concerning 
the individual asaignment of the land 
was called the '"lot." Tbere were vari· 
ous methods or manners of resorting 
to the lot and DO very definite form 
can be settled on as the one used in 
aay given age. For the information at 
the reader I shall quote from Smith's 
Bible Diction.ary, Art. "Lot." "The cua.. 
tom at deciding doubtful questions by 
lot is one of great e.xt~nt and high 

"antiquity. Among the Jews lots were 
used with the expectation that God 
would so control them as to give a 
right direction to them. .A1J to the 
mode of casting lots, we have no cer­
tain information. Probably several 
modes were used. Very commonly 
among the Latina little counters of 
wood. were put into a jar with so nar­
row a neck that only one could come 
out at a time. After the jar had been 
filled with water and the contents 
shaken, the lots were determined by 
the order In which the bits of wood, 
representing the several parties. came 
out of the water. In other cases they 
were put into a wide open jar, and the 
counters were drawn out by the hand. 
Sometlmea again they were east in the 
manner of dice. The soldiers who cast 
lots tor Christ's garments undoubtedly 
used these dice." Whatever might have 
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been the method in use at certain 
times, it tbe Lord chose to fesort to 
it lD deciding 8 matter it would result 
in an infallible answer. (Prov. 16: 33.) 
As we think of this and numerous 
other means of communication of 
God's will to mankind, we should al­
ways remember Heb, 1: 1. 

Verse 4. Mention is made of the 
two tribes coming from one man. 
Then of the fact that Levi received no 
inheritance. The two facts are con­
nected with C'tberefore." Tbis is the 
explanatlon. Knowing tbat some day 
the need would arise for a tribe to be 
entirely occupied In the reUglouB work 
of the nation the Lord decided to pro­
Vide for an extra tribe. This was 
done by taking the two BODS of the 
man who would otherwise have made 
but one tribe and making a whole tribe 
of each of the Bons. Since that was 
done there would be no need for the 
temporal proviSion for the religious 
tribe. They could be segregated trom 
the nation and yet leave the complete 
unit of twelve tribes intact through 
the arrangement of the two sons at 
Joseph. 

Verse 5. The chlldren of Israel re­
garded the authority of Moses to the 
~xtent that they obeyed what God com· 
manded him, and of course, through 
.him to them. 

Verses 6, 7. Caleb was one of the 
two spies who were faithful to the 
Lord. The principal-information for us 
in this passage is to note the age of 
this man when he was sent from 
Kadesh·barnea to spy the land. Forty 
years. 

Verses 8, 9. There 18 nothing vain 
In the statement ot Caleb that he 
wholly followed the Lord tor he imme­
diately quotes the Lord on the point. 
And there is a logical reason for men· 
tlowng it which would eave the state­
ment from the charge of pride. It bad 
to do with the possession of some ter· 
ritory. Further statements on this will 
be seen soon. 

Verse 10. An interesting bit of 
chronology may be settled bere. In 
verse 7 Caleb is 40 when Bent from 
Kadesh·barnea. In Deut. 2: 14 we learn 
1t was 38 years from thla to the end 
of the wandering. This would make 
him 78 at the end of the wandering. 
In our present verse he is 85. This 
proves that the period covered by the 
wars ot the conquest under Joshua was 
seven years. 

Verses 11·13. Caleb evIdently under-­
stands that while the war of conquest 

is over. the operationa necessary for 
oceupation must sun be performed. 
Tbus he assures .Joshua of hie confl­
dence as to his ability for sueh duty. 
As a special request for his personal 
posseSSion, certaIn territory is named 
and the request is granted. 

Verse 14. Hebron 8S a permanent 
Possession of Caleb is here settled and 
the Significant reason given, that he 
had wholly followed the Lord. 

Verse 15. The statement that the 
land had rest from war Is tndetlnlte in 
the same sense as in Ch. 11: 23. It 
means a temporary pause in the oper· 
atioDe. 

JOSHUA 15 
General remarks. This chapter gives 

the boundaries of the lot that was to 
fall to the tribe of Judah. The gen. 
era1 territory of the nine and a half 
tribes to inherit on west of Jordan 
has been described in 13th chapter. 
For supplementary intormation on 
these various territories the reader Is 
advised to cons.uIt any rellable map. 

Verse 1. Mention of the wilderness 
of Zln calls attention to the other 
place with similar name, wllderness 
of Stn. The two should not be can. 
fused. The latter is near the moun. 
tain of Horeb and was passed in the 
beginning of the wandering, wblle the 
former is up and farther over and 
passed. at the .. end of the wandering. 

Verse 2. The Salt Sea Is the same &8 
the Dead Sea and formed one of the 
"corner stones" of the p08sessions of 
Judah. 

Verses 3, 4. Proceeding from the 
Salt Sea westward, the Une includes 
the stream called "river of Egypt," 
which was a small body of water flow· 
ing nOrth and weSt and Into the sea 
menUoned here. which meant the MOOi. 
terranean. This fanned the south Une 
of the po ..... lon allotted to J udab. 

Verse 6. An interesting expression 
here 1s that the Salt Sea Is said to be 
at the end of Jordan. Not much new 
information perhaps, yet it (s always 
refreshing to Bee the corroboration be­
tween statements of the Bible and the 
facts of geography. 

Verse 6. Many cities of ancient times 
had. various names. Therefore, their 
identity on present day maps Is not 
always possible: But it is 8ulllctent to 
point out some at the ones named that 
have a setting in the history 10 the 
scriptUres and such will be done · In 
the following passages. . . . . 

Verse · 7 . . Beginning at the. nofth~.m 
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enremlty of· tbe Salt or Dead Sea we 
recognize the valley of Achor as the 
place where Ache was destroyed for 
his sin at Jericho. From there we are 
pointed toward Gl1ga1, which was the 
location of the national camp at the 
time of which we are reading. 

Verse 8. Hinnom. This was a place 
just south of Jerusalem, bere called 
Jebusite. The special interest we have 
in this place is the fact that the name 
of this valley is the Bource of the 
Greek name for the lake ,of ftre spoken 
about In various places in the New 
Testament and wblch will be explained 
in the proper place. The present verse 
Is giving U8 the boundaries of the pos-­
session of Judah. At the present date 
it has the Une drawn Bouth of this 
valley and thus soutb of Jerusalem. 
That would leave that city outside of 
Judah, whereas we know that in later 
years the capital city ot Palestine was 
located in the possession at Judah. 
(Verse 63.) According to Rand Mc· 
Nally Bible Atlas the <:hange at the 
line was made after the building at 
the Temple. 

Verse 9. Passing on westward from 
Jerusalem we see mentioned the place 
called Klrjatb·jearlm. This was one 
ot the cities included In the league 
with the people ot Glbeon. (Ch. 9: 17.) 
It afterward became famous as the 
place where tbe ark was kept for 
twenty years. (1 Sam. 7: 2.) 

Verse 10. LeavIng BaaIab or Kirjathw 
jearim and gOing on westward, the 
next city or place mentioned is mount 
Seir. This must not be contused with 
the place of that name made prominent 
through the location ,ot the Edomites. 
It Is anotber place and only named 
here In identifying the northern bound. 
ary or Judab's possessIons. Another 
place named In this section of the 
boundary Une was Timnah. elsewhere 
spelled Timnath. This was the place 
where Judah, founder of tMs tribe. 
had his ftocks and to which he went 
for the shearing mentioned in Gen. 
38: 12. 

Verse 11. Tbe place of later reJIown 
mentioned in this section is -Ekron 
which was one of the stops made in 
tbe circuit of tbe .rk. (1 Sam. 5: 10.) 
Going onward the Une is described as 
reaching to the sea, which means the 
Mediterranean. 

Verse 12. The western border was 
the Une of tbe sea down to the place 
of beginnlJlg and was the shortest line 
on the boundary of this tribe's posses· 
slon8. 

Verses 13-15. Reterrlng to Num. 18: 
6 we learn tbat caleb was ot the tribe 
ot Judab and thus very properly -had 
any special possessions al10tted to him 
within the general territory belonging 
to the tribe., Mention was made In 
previous chapter (v. 14) that Hebron 
was given to Caleb as a special ~ 
session. But, 8.8 in most of the cases, 
in order to complete the arrangement 
he had to dispossess the present occu­
pants. 

Verses 16, 17. Approaching the city 
ot Kirjath-sepher, Caleb decide8 to pro­
cure its subjugation through the ser­
vices of another. A1J an inducement to 
this end he ottered as a reward for 
the feat the hand of his daughter in 
marriage. With this as the induce­
ment, his nephew Otbniel made the 
attack. We w1Il read of this man 
later as one of the judges. (Judges 
3: 9.) Having succeeded in hIs at· 
tempt, the daughter, Achsah. was glven 
to bim lor wile. 

Verses 18, 19. The arrangement haa 
all the appearances of one that was 
agreeable to the parUes concerned. 
The wife Beeks through the husband 
for a dowry in the way of a fteld. She 
was successful for she received a 
southland t erritory. This encouraged 
her to make a personaJ. request. As she 
approached her father she 'dismounted 
and indIcated that sbe ' had BOme re­
quest to make of her father. Upon this 
he asked what W88 her desire and was 
told she wished the watering place. 
The .. request was granted and she re­
ceived the springs situated at two dit­
ferent sites, one lower and the other 
higher. . 

Verse 20. The toregolng porta ot this 
chapter describe the boundaries of the 
possessions of Judah as to the land or 
general territory. ThIs was then to be 
dIstributed agaln among the various 
families or aoclal groups within the 
tribe. 

,Verses 21·62. Th!a long paragrapb !a 
a list of the various towns or cities 
that belonged to the members of the 
tribe ot Judah. I shall try to point out 
'some of the most noted ones as con­
nected with some historical fact. Beer­
sheba, which meaDS well of the oath. 
(Gen. 21: 31.) Zlklag ·whlch became 
the special possession of David from 
the Ph!1lstlnee. (1 Sam. 27 :6.) Esh· 
taol, which was the place where the 
spies procured the large cluster of 
grapes. (Num. 13: 23.) Lacblsh, one 
ot the cltlea Joining In the contederaey 
agaInat Glbeon. (Ch. 10: 8.) Eglon, 
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which a150 joIned in the group men­
tIuned. In pl'ecedlng verse and was one 
or the clU.. that oppre88ed the chil­
dren of Israel in the Ume of the 
judgee. (Judgea 3: 14.) Ekron, on. or 
the border toWDB. (v. IL) Ashdod, a 
Ph1l1stine town and. the place where 
the ark was taken Arst after being 
captured In batU. with the children 
of Israel. (1 Sam. 6: L) Gaza was a 
Ph1l1sUne town with incidents of 1m· 
portance too numerous to mention 
here. We will read about it in the 
general histories ot the Israelite&. It 
was located at the southwestern boun­
dary ot the territory or Judah and In­
cluded a couaiderable amount of land, 
extendIng to tbe rIver of Egypt (see 
Gen. 15: 18) and the "great sea." which 
is the Mediterranean.. Hebron, already 
mentioned as the possession of Caleb. 
Carmel. another place made famous by 
the events concerning sa.ut and the 
various prophets and also of too nu­
merous occurrence to relate here. Kir­
jath-jearim. ODe of the border ciUes 
and mentioned in verse 10. Engedl, a 
place where David took refuge from 
Saul (1 Sam. 23: 29.) In many of 
these places the city will be named 
and then also reference to its towns or 
villages. That mea.na the surrounding 
territory adjacent to them. 

Verse 63. The explanation for this 
fallure will be found in Judges 2. 

JOSHUA 16 
Verses 1-4. A reference to Joseph as 

a tribe here, means to hiB two sons 
combined. The land possessed by them 
had its south Une as described in this 
paragraph. 

Verses 5·8. This paragraph is prac­
tically the same 88 a description of 
the boundary line with the one In 
previous paragraph. Only in this the 
statement i. made that It Is the boun­
dary ot Ephrs.1m. Th. 8ign1l1canoo of 
the passage ia that of the two SODS ot 
Joseph the younger, Ephraim, was lo­
cated south or the older, Manasseh. 

Verse 9. The trlbee of EphreJm and 
Man.asseh sprang from one common 
head, Joseph. Some special nearness 
wouJdnaturally exist between the two. 
In harmony with sucb an idea there 
"was a more or less tntermtngl1ng of 
the two. This was exhibited by the 
fact that Ephraim had some Cities In 
the territory of Manasseh. The render· 
ing of thiB v ..... in the R.V. will help 
UB in grasping thJs situation. For the 
Information of the reader I shall quote 
that version of this verse: "together 

with the cities which were set apart 
tor the children of Ephraim in the 
midst of the inheritance of the chJl· 
dren of Manaaseb.. all the cities with 
their vUlages." Now let the reader go 
back and read the eighth verse, going 
directly to the ninth as rendered by 
the R. V., and the langu&ge of the pas­
sage as a whole win be c1ar11led. 

Verse 10. This verse will be ex· 
plalned In Judges 2. 

JOSHUA 17 
Verse 1. Manweh was the older of 

the Bona of Joseph and formed one of 
the whole tribes but only half of It 
took pos&eB810ns on the west of the 
Jordan. As seen 1n preceding chapter 
(vs. 5-8) . this tribe possessed immedi­
ately north of Ephraim. This group 
was efficient in warfare and in the 
occupational actions won Gilead and 
Bashan. However. the balf of the tr1be 
possessing on the east ot Jordan i8 
specified here. for that 18 where Gilead 
and Bashan were situated. 

Verse 2. Having told the reader of 
the possession of Manasseh's descen· 
dants on the east of Jordan this verse 
comes to reter to that on the west and 
which was located just " north "or 
Ephraim. 

Verses 3-6. The transaction men­
tioned in this paragraph Is recorded 1n 
Num. 21: 1·11. Joshua respected the 
proclamation of Moses and gave to 
these women the land. As an explana· 
tory piece of information the writer 
states that some of Manasseb's de­
scendants had their possessions OD the 
other side of Jordan. The rest were 
on the west side. 

Verses 1. 8. This mentions some 
cities on the border of Manasseh's ter· 

"r itory. Few of them are shown on the 
present day maps but the general de­
scription wUl enahle one to locate the 
possession. Notice that mention is 
again made of the possessions of 
"Ephraim within that of Manasseh. 
leh. 16: 9.) 

Ver ... 9, 10. This paragraph takes 
us to the western boundary of the pos­
session of Man8Bseh. A river is re­
ferred to. Such a stream Is shown on 
the maps. It was located at about the 
dividing Une of the tribes ot Ephraim 
and " Manasseh. Then a jump is made 
to the eastern limits of Manasseh 
where be joins us with Issachar. 

Versa lL It Is evident that the 
boundary lines were not always ex· 
elusive of some particular local In. 
terests. In this verse it Is seen "that 
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Manasaeh "had" some cltlee In the 
territory allotted to these two other 
tribes. The fact is explained to some 
extent by the Beemlng partiality that 
was to be shown to the SODa of Joseph. 
In the latter part of this chapter wllI 
be seen some information along this 
Une. The town of special Interest 
mentIoned In this verse Is Endor. It 
was made famous by the Incident of 
Saul and the woman with the tamlllar 
spirit. (1 Sam. 28: 7.) 

Verses 12. 13. From the language in 
tbls paragraph it w1Il be understood 
the clttes mentioned In previous one 
were offered to the use of Manasseh 
on condition that he occupy them in 
force. However, he was not able en~ 
tirely to overcome them. This tact w1l1 
be explained. in Judges 2. 

Verse 14.. Children 01 Jo.et}h. This 
expression as U8ed bere ia a reference 
to representatives of both Manasseb 
and Ephraim. (Gen. 48: 6, 22.) In 
this view of the case the request for 
more than one lot would mean that 
two tribes should have more allotment 
tban just one tribe. Their claim would 
have merit tn view of the prediction of 
Jacob in the passage In Genesis re­
ferred to. 

Verse 16. There was a dtstrlct of 
wtld or wooded. character that had not 
been especially taken over as yet. It 
was located In a rather south and 
westerly section of country. The sug­
gestion made by Joshua was that these 
people should clear out the forest in 
this "oDen" district and thus enlarge 
thetr possessions. Moun.t Ephraim. 
Although this expression would seem 
to Indicate some. mountain yet the use 
ot It Is to include a more extended 
distriCt. (See 1 Sam. 1: 1; 2 Chr. 13: 
4-, 19.) The expression will be found In 
various other places In the scriptures. 
It was in the possession of the tribes 
descended from Joseph. or at least 
within their use. Now if tbat is not 
enough territory for these sons ot Jo­
seph they are offered the suggestion 
of enlarging themselves as here stated. 

Verse 16. The children 01 Joseph 
formed the Impression that Joshua 
meant too small a portion ot the men· 
tioned territory and complained ac­
cordlng)y, that it wit.s not enough, 
especially in view of the obstacles 
they would have to overcome. 

Verse 17_ Joshua Is favorable to 
tbelr demands for more territory than 
would be considered "one lot" since 
they were a great people. And In thus 
auurlng them of more he Is carrying 

out the noted prediction. made by 
Jacob. (Gen. 48: 22.) 

Verse 18. Notwithstanding their 
feeling of uncertainty (v. 16), Joshua 
gives them the prospects of overcom~ 
Ing the obstacles and taking the ter· 
ritory. Again we mUBt bear in mind 
that all such promises were made on 
the condition that they perform their 
part of the contract as to driving out 
the UBUrpers. 

JOSHUA 18 
Verse 1. The camp of the Israelites 

has been at Gngal since their entrance 
to the land of Canaan. Now It has 
been moved to Shiloh where it will 
remain for a long time_ Its next 10· 
cation i8 indicated In 1 Chronicles 
16: 39. 

Verse 2. This means the actions 
necessary tor occupation of the allotted 
territories had not been performed. 
For comments on this phase of the 
subject see ch. 13: 1. 

Verse 3. Buman beings l1ke to bave 
what Is ple .. ant and desirable but 
often are negUgent In the exercises 
required to have them. Thus Joehua 
chides these tribes for their indlfter­
ence concerning this matter. 

Ve .... 4. In chapters 13 to 11 the 
boundaries of various tribes are d~ 
scribed. The inspired writer could put 
tbls description down independent of 
any survey. Now a more minute re­
connaissance is thought necessary. 

Verses 6, 6. After the survey bas 
been made and description of the. )and 
brought to Joshua he will proceed to 
setUe the titles thereto. 

Verse 7. The opectal duties about the 
tabernacle made it Impractical for the 
Levltes to possess or occupy any gene­
ral . landed estate. . 

Verses 8, 9. The instructions of 
Joshua were obeyed. The description 
was made "by cities" which means 
that the ciUes were referred to as 
land marks by which to designate the 
legal boundaries. 

Verse 10. It 10 slgnlllcant that it 
states Joshua east lots "'beCore the 
Lord." This Is in harmony with th~ 
information given at ch_ 14-: L . 

Verse 11. A look at the map wtll 
ahow the pOBSeSsion of Benjamin to be 
located between Ephraim (a son 'of 
Josepb) on the north, and Judah oli 
the south. 

Verse 12. Some ot the po88eSSIODS ot 
tribes to' be deocrlbed joined those of 
other ones alresdy conoldered. AlId 
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the cities were usuaUy used 88 land­
marks and since that would put them 
on the · Une it follows that many of 
these clUes are mentioned more than 
once In this book of Joshua. The 
possesaion for Benjamin started at the 
northeast corner at the river Jordan. 
From Jordan the line ran north of 
Jericho and onward through the moun­
tainous section and further to the 
wilderness of Betb·aven. 

Verse 13. The exact location of Luz 
or Bethel Is an unsettled question 
among geographers, but the Une of 
Benjamin 1s declared hefe to have 
run near it toward the west and then 
southward 8S tar as Beth·horon. 

Verse 14, The sea mentioned In this 
verse does not mean a body of water. 
One of the definitions of the original 
word Is "west" and In harmony with 
that the R. V. here says "west quar­
ter." Coming on down to the general 
region of Klrjath~jearim the west Une 
is described. 

Verses 16. 16. Continuing from the 
point described In preceding verse the 
Une passes unto the mountain near 
the noted v~lley of Htnnom which was 
situated south of Jebusl. which Is 
Jerusalem. 

Verses 17~19. Continuing the south 
Une of Benjamin It comes to end at 
the north bay or prong of the Salt 
Sea. This Is the same as the .Dead 
Sea. 

Verse 20. The Jordan river formed 
the entire eastern ltne of the posse&­
sion of Benjamin. 

Verses 21~28. Having described the 
boundary Unes of this possession the 
writer names some particular cities 
included. One ot them Is .Jericho. too 
well known to call for further com~ 
ment at this place. Another group or 
twelve cities Is mentioned In verse 
24. Verse 28 names Jebusl, and 1m· 
mediately explains It to mean · Jeru~ 
sslem. 

JOSHUA 19 
Verse 1. This verSO should be con~ 

sldered In connection with 9th verse. 
The territory at first intended tor 
Judah was regarded as more than the 
one tribe should have. Therefore it 
was subdivided so as to give Simeon a 
ahare. It was located at the southern 
extremity of the land of Canaan. Since 
the general assignment tor Judah was 
described In chapter 15 no turther de­
scription is given . here. but certain 
towns will be mentioned. 

Verses 2·8. Beer~Bheba was noted as 

the well 01 tbe oatb. (Gen. 21: 31; 
26: 28. 33.) Ziklag was afterward made 
noted by the settlement of David there. 
(1 Sam. 27 : 6.) 

Verse 9. This fs commented upon 
at verse 1. 

Verses 10~16. The possession of 
Zebulun was one or the small ones 
and not many ramiUar landmarks wUl 
be read about. Tbe "sea" in verse 11 
is a brook as the original word bas 
various definitions. such as quarter 
and brook and coast. Some small 
stream not ot great Importance gener~ 
ally was one or the line marks. 

Verses 17·23. The posseSSion of Js­
sachar was just soutb of Zebulun. The 
only town of note mentioned within 
this lot was Shunem. It came Into 
history in connection with the young 
woman chosen as a companion ror 
David in his decUning and flnal days, 
recorded In 1 Kings chapter one. 

Verse 24·31. When Jacob was mak~ 
log bls predictions ot his sons (Gen. 
49: 13) he said "ZebuIuD shall dwell 
at the haven of the sea," The descrip. 
tion given in this paragraph as well 
as on the maps. shows that Jacob 
was Inspired in his prediction. .The 
possession was bordered along the 
coast of the Mediterranean with the 
heathen country ot Phoenicia. But 
much at Its own terrttory also bordered 
on the same body DC water. The ci ties 
of Tyre and Zldon are mentioned tn 
tbis paragraph. They were Pboenictan 
cities but had 80 much connection with 
the h1story of the Israelites that It 
was very proDer to name them in thls 
description. Especially since the coun~ 
try ot the Phoenicians was so narrow 
as to make these cities practtcally 
connected with the land of Israel. 

Verses 32~39. This lot ran narallel 
with that of Asher. One peculiar tact 
1n connection with this Jot was that 
it extended beyond the Jordan at its 
northeastern extremtty. But the major 
portion was on the west ot that river 
and thus would be counted as among 
the possessions on the west side. With 
above exceptton. the eastern· Une was 
composed of the Jordan river and the 
lakes Merom and Gallles. Not much 
importance Is attached to any of the 
cities menUoned. The Adamah in verse 
36 should not be contused with Admah 
which was destroyed with Sodom. 
(Deut, 29 : 23.) 

Verses 40·46. It bas doubtless been 
observed that the order of descripttons 
of the various possessions has not 
been according to the continuous june-
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tions of ' the' land. ThuB the present 
one 18 further down the Une and 
borders on the great sea. Among the 
cities Hnked with the boundary Une 
were Zorah (Judg. 13: 2). Esbtao] 
(Judg. 16: 31). AJalon (ch. 10: 12). 
Ekron (1 Sam. 5: 10.) 

Verses 47. 48. The history of this 
verse Is recorded in 18th chapter or 
Judges. 

Verses 49, 50. This was given to 
Joshua as a personal possession and 
was used as his burtal place. (ch. 24: 
30.) 

Verse 51. Eleazar was the HIgh 
Priest and Joshua the leader of the 
people, hence It was appropriate that 
they have charge of this aJ10tment 
ot the possessions. It was decided by 
lot at Shiloh because that was the 
headquarters of tbe nation then. 

. JOSHUA 20 
Verses 1, 2. These cities ot refuge 

are the ODes already written about in 
Ex. 21: 13 and Num. 35: 6. 

Verse 3. The word "unwittingly" 
means "not knowing."' Not that a 
man would kill another and not know 
It. But be did not know beforeband 
that he was going to kJ11 him. The 
kflling was done either accidentally or 
on the spur of the moment and was 
not premeditated. The avenger of 
blood was a brother or near relative. 
(G<!n. 9: 5.) 

Verse 4. Regardless of the conditions 
under which the killing was done. the 
k1l1er could flee unto one of tbese 
cities for safety for the time being. 
Those ciUes were aU walled or forti­
fied ones and entrance to them must 
be had through the otflciat gate. The 
elders of the city. whicb means the 
leading citizens thereof, were to ad­
mit the slayer and receive bls stOry. 
They must also give him the right to 
reside In that city for the time being. 

Verse 5. For the time being these 
elders must shield the slayer from the 
hands of the avenger because it has 
not yet been determined whether he 
is guilty of murder. 

Verse 6. Of course the writer Is here 
considering only the slayer who was 
not gutlty of the kind of slaying that 
constituted murder. This fact had been 
learned by his standing before _ the 
congregation for trial After , that was 
done and he had been declared Inno­
cent then hf) was able to be· returned 
to the City of refuge for protectlon 
from the revenger. And he was re-

qulred to remain in that city until 
the death of the high priest who was 
serving at the time. In average cases 
tbat would give sufHcient time for the 
wrath of the near relative who was 
the orectal executioner to eool oft'. 
Then the slayer could return to his 
home city and be safe with his life. 

Verses 7-9. There were six of these 
cities of refuge. Kedesh, Shecbem and 
Hebron on the west side or Jordan. 
Bezer, Ramoth and Golan on tbe east 
side. The reason for locating the cities 
on the two sides ot the river was the 
fact that the two and a half trtbes al· 
ready mentioned had their possessions 
on the east side. When it would be 
necessary for one ot tbose tribes to 
take refuge In a city of refuge he 
might not be able to reach one of the 
ciUes on the west side In time. That 
would be particularly true at the 
harvest season because of the overflow 
ot' Jordan (ch. 3: 15.) As the names 
and other information concerning tbese 
cltles are gIven at length in next chap.. 
ter DO further comments will here be 
made on tbem. 

JOSHUA 21 
Verses I, 2. The tribe of Levi was 

not gi ven J>()S8eSslons in the S8rne way 
as the otber trIbes. Because of the 
exclusive work ot the tribe they could 
not make use of the landed estates. 
Yet they must be furnished places In 
which to liVe. The provision had been 
made whlIe Moses was living. (Num. 
35.) Now the leaders among the Le­
vltes come to Joshua and the high 
priest at the headquarters and re­
mind them of this provision. The 
Levltes being the tribe thus unsrated 
for the special service of the Lord It 
was appropriate that they should live 
in the clUes to be used as eltles of 
refuge since they were to serve In the 
administration ot the government. 
Also, as the twelve tribes were re­
quired to give a tenth of all their 
increase to the tribe of Levi. It would 
be necessary for this tribe to be 
furnished with room to keep the cattle 
thus given them. They would use these 
cattle for tood and tor their personal 
sacrifices to the Lord. This room Is 
what Is meant bere by the suburbs. 
This was not the outlying parts of 
the cities as we use that term. but 
the pasturage and other ODeD land 
imJ:I\edlately surrounding the eitles. 

Verses S. 4. Tbe reader shOUld re­
member that the entire tribe of Levi 
was- ~parated unto the Lord and not 
given a local poaseaslon as were th& 
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other tribes. Therefore the cltl .. that 
were to be their homes were seattered 
throughout the enUre nation. A speetal 
allotment was made 88 pertained to 
the three BODS or Levi and their 
famllies. It w1ll be recalled that as­
sIgnment ot special service was made 
to these three Bons. (Num. 3.) One of 
those Bans was Kohath. Part of the 
assignments to him Is named in this 
paragraph and seen to be located 
within the regular poseCSSiODS of the 
tribes of Judah, Simeon and Benjamin. 

Verse 5. The trIbes ot Ephraim, 
Dan and Manasseh were called upon 
to assign clUes to the rest ot the 
tamtucs of Kohath. 

Verse 6. Another son of Levi was 
Gershon. He was given clUes within 
the regular possessioDs of Issachar, 
Naphtal1 and the half tribe of Manas­
eeh that was on that side of the river 
Jordan. 

Verses 7, 8. The cUtes of MeraTI 
were on the east sIde ot Jordan. 

Verses 9-12. In the foregoing para­
graphs the general location of the 
clUes given to the Levites is named. 
In this and follOwing paragraphs the 
names of the six cities of refuge and 
their suburbs w1l1 be given. However, 
In the present paragraph the descrip­
tion Is sttlI general except that special 
mention Is made of the personal pos­
session of Caleb. His assignment was 
the Oelds and small towns around one 
of the clUes of refuge whIch will he 
named presently. This special gift to 
Caleb was according to the arrange­
ment made through Joshua recorded in 
chapter 14. 

Verses 13-19. From here on to nearly 
the end of the chapter the six cities 
ot reCuge with their Buburbs, also the 
other cities, w1l1 be named and thus 
the only thing necessary In this part 
ot our work wUl be to pOint out the 
refuge city 80 that the reader may 
mark his book B.C<:ordingly if he de­
sires. In the present paragraph the 
one named is Hebron and in direct 
connection with the name is the word 
"retuge." 

Verses 20·26. Same general com­
ments as on preceding paragraph. 
Here It Is the city Shoehem with 
"retuge" mentioned In connection. 

Veraee 27-31. Here It i8 Golan with 
"refUge." 

VertleB 32-35. This Is the city of 
4'refuge" called Kedesh. 

Verses 36, 37. This paragraph names 
Bezer but Is not here named as one 

of the cities of refuge for lOme rea­
BOn. By conaultlng th. 20: 8 It Ia 
seen to be such. 

Verses 38·42. The sixth and complete 
Ust of the cIties of refuge 18 given 
bere which Is Ramoth and "refuge." 

Verses 43-46. The promise of com­
plete possession of the land was made 
on condition that the chlldren of Israel 
do tbeir part In the covenant. That 
was their duty to oppose the heathen 
nattons then occupying the land. They 
were to drive them out and have no 
dealings with them. And In proporUon 
... they carried out their part of the 
covenant the Lord carried out his 
part. This paragraph Is to be under­
stood In light of these considerations. 

JOSHUA 22 
Verse 1·3. The tribes of Reuben, 

"Gad and balf of Manaaseh had re­
quested to have their posseaslons on 
the east side of Jordan. (Num. 32.) 
Alter explaIning their motive and that 
they would fully share with their 
brethren the burdens of the war untIl 
final and complete victory had been 
won, Moses granted their request. Now 
the war Is over. Joshua therefore ~ns 
these tribes to him and commends them 
for their faithfulness In carrying out 
their agreement. 

Verae t . Since the Lord has bl .... d 
the jotnt services of all the tribes it 
Is proper for these two and a halt 
tribes to be released from mt1ttary 
duty and permitted to go to their own 
possessions. Joshua thus gives them 
leave by honorable discharge. 

Verses 5, 6. Joshua blesses these 
tribes as he sends them to tbelr own 
POBsesslollB. but admonishes them to 
be obedient to tbe law as given by 
Moses. 

Verses 7. 8. The enUre group ot 
IsraeUtes that was to setUe east of 
the Jordan received blessing trom 
Joshua. But here seems to be a spe­
Cific reference to the half tribe of 
Manasseh that was to be on tbat side. 
With his good wishes he bids them 
divide the spotIs they had taken in the 
war just ended with their brethren. 
After all, the ones who had remained 
at home and f~kept the borne fires 
burning" contributed quite a bit to 
the Success of the whole Victory. 

Verae 9. This verse keeps us In 
mind that the headquarters of the na­
tion were otlll at Shiloh at which 
plaoo they wlII be for much time. Also 
In tbis verse we are shown that not 
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all of the promised land W8.8 in 
Canaan. 

Verse 10. The only deaeriptlon we 
have of tbls altar here 1& that it was 
great to see to or was great in ap­
pearance. And the miaunderstandlng 
that it caused makes a significant in­
stance of how unwise it Is to " jump" 
to conclusioDS, as we shall see. 

Verses 11, ·12. Attention is now 
called to the word. "heard say" which 
was the only basts reveaJed tor the 
action of going to begin war against 
the two and a half tribes. So many 
times in the a.traira of mankind the 
mere assumption of a few perona and 
that based on a mere rumor has caused 
untold grief. How much better for all 
concerned It would be were the facts 
learned before coming to a conclusion. 
However, in the preeent case we are 
glad that no actual attack was made 
until further investigation was had. 

Verses 13, 14. Havtng decided to In· 
vestigate. the chUdren ot Israel sent 
men who were powered to speak on 
the subject at hand, the Bon of the 
priest and ten other leading citizens. 
This not only indicated the seriousness 
of the issue in the estimation of the 
congregation, but also let the tribes 
about to be called to account see that 
they would have opportunity to deal 
with representatives of authority. 

Verses 15, 16. Upon arrival at the 
land of the two and a halt tribes they 
claim their credenUals by saying they 
spoke tor the "whole congregation." 
They were somewhat premature in 
that they expressly accused them ot 
trespass. 

Verses 17-20. The commission still 
speaks in terms of accusation and even 
supplement their charges by compari· 
son to others who had so grievously 
",belled against God. It has been a 
matter of wonder to me that nothing 
was said In correction of these men 
for their raIse accusaUons. And false 
they were 88 the event proved. for 
there was never a. word of criticism 
uttered against the two and a half 
tribes afterward as to why they did 
not at least counsel the congregation 
before making this altar. Perhaps we 
may pass this phase of the case by 
with the thought that God's divine 
institutions are so sacred that the 
least threat of violence should be 
"nipped in the bud." Also that an in­
nocent man will not be Injured by 
ever 80 strict an Inveatigation. 

Versea 21, 22. When Moses mis­
understood the motives ot these tribes 

in their request about their poMefIsioos 
(Num. 32: 6-15) 011 the .ast sIde, they 
repIled wlth humility and respect and 
gave a satlatactOry explanation. Now · 
when thefr motives have again been 
misunderstood and talaely accuaed they 
agalll manit .. t humlllty and respect. 
Not the slightest sign of resentment, 
but a complete willingness to mak-e all 
things plalll, A general denial at the 
accusation is made. 

Verse 23. They realized that no 
lawful sacrifice could be offered in wor­
ship to God except on the altar and 
at the place deSignated by the Lord 
without bringing the curse of God. In 
this they manifest proper attitude to­
ward the Lord'. institutions. 

Versea 24-29. The writer deems it 
best to group these verses together In 
one paragraph 80 as to keep the 
thought intact. It Is a wonderful 
s~h offered by the two and a half 
tribes. The purport of it Is the very 
opposite to what was in the accusation. 
Instead of wanting to be factious and 
rebel against the lawful congregation 
their moUve W88 the exact opposite. 
In order not to appear in the eyes 
of the coming generations to be re­
belUous they wished to have this pat­
tern· of the omelat altar to prove the 
common Interest of all the tribes, No 
service was intended on thia pattern 
but only a visible sign of their in· 
terest in the one that was located in 
the lawful place and to which they 
would journey at the appointed sea­
sons. 

Verses 30, 31. The answer of the 
tribea W88 entirely satisfactory to the 
commission sent by Joshua. Not only 
was it acceptable as a proper explana.. 
tion but was pleasing to them. That 
is, unlike some talse accusers, they 
were not anxious to be able to make 
their accusations "stick" by some 
means, but were glad that the accusa· 
tions had proved untrue and that the 
wrath at tbe Lord would not Ileed 
to be put upon them. 

Verses 32-34. Canaan was west of 
the Jordan. The men sent to attend 
to the dafr of the altar returned and 
made their report. The account given 
of what they learned pleased the chilo 
dren of Israel, who blessed God or 
praised and thanked him for the good 
news. "Dld not Intend" Is worded in 
R. V. "spake no more." The meaning 
Is that, whereas, they at one time in­
tended to make war, they are now 
satlslled With the SltuatiOIl and so 
dropped the tntentiOIl ot war. Arter the 
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dalr was setUed the two and a hair 
tribes adhered to their original purpose 
of cODslderingthls altar as a witness 
of their unity with the congregation. 
The name here Inserted into the text is 
not In the original. It Is a word 
meaning "witness" and its insertion 
might be Buttered on the basts that 
such was the avowed motive of the 
altar. 

JOSHUA 23 
Verse 1. The description ot a man 

waxing old and stricken with age must 
be cODsidered in the light of com· 
parison. For instance. David Is said 
to be old and stricken In years (1 
Sam. 1: 1), when he was only 70 at 
death. C2 Sam. 6: 4.) Also, this Is 
said of Joshua, although he was 110 
at death. Ceh. 24: 29.) Moses at the 
age of 120 was said to be unabated 
in hls vigor. (Deut. 34: 7.) So we are 
to understand such conditions to be 
due to the experiences and other cir­
cumstances in connection with the 
men. 

Verse 2. Joshua called for his men 
ot all ranks to bear him. He informed 
them of his physical condition. 

Verse 3. Not only did these men 
know ot the success that had attended 
their arms against the nations, but he 
wanted them to bear In mind that 
said success was due to the belp from 
God. The wonderful Lord had fought 
for them. 

Verse '4. The actual war was ended 
as Joshua spoke to these men. But 
the work of taking possession of the 
land allotted was yet to be done. And 
that would include whatever occupa­
tional . activities were necessary to 
rout the remaining occupants of the 
land. 

Verse. 6, 6. The help of God Is 
still &Ssured them. Also they were 
exhorted to be courageous. That indi­
cated they must cooperate with God 
in the actions. otherwise, no personal 
courage would be occasioned. That is, 
they were not merely to have faith 
that God would help them but must 
also be courageous In the matter; they 
would certainly know that they must 
also be in the actions. A practical 
method of manifesting the courage was 
stated In that they were to do all that 
was written in the book of the law of 
Moses, the man whose authority is 
slandered by the sabbatarians. 

Verse.s 7, 8. They wUI have to 
oppose these heathen nations. even 
with arms. But they must not "come 
among them" which means not to 

associate wlth them. They must have 
no fellowship with their gods nor in 
any way , participate with them. , In­
stead, they must cleave unto the Lord 
theIr God. These and such like In· 
structions and warnings have been 
spoken to the children of Israel all 
along and were the grounds on which 
the promises concern'ing the land were 
based. The omitting of them was 
the reason for all their disappoint­
ments. 

Verses 9. 10. Had the Lord made 
promises only. without demonstrating 
his power It might have been thought 
to be the reason for their shortcom­
Ings. But he had already driven out 
Bome of the strongest of the heathen. 
This was done regardless of the great 
difference in their numbers. 

Verse 11. It is not enough to gi ve 
casual assent to the declarations of 
God. They must give heed. This word 
means to "observe to do" as Is , so 
often stated. 

Verses 12, 13. The remnant of the 
nations mentioned here means those 
not yet dispossessed even after the 
major war bas been won. They must 
be cleared out or else they wtll be 
suffered by the Lord to be pests. 
Figuratively, they wUl be thorns and 
traps and snares. The book of the 
Bible to be studied next will demon­
strate how true this threat proved to 
be. 

Verse 14. Going the way of aU the 
earth. This statement was made also 
by DaVId. (1 KI. 2 : 2.) The •• me 
thought is expressed by Paul In Heb. 
9: 27. Since the sin of our first parents 
and their expulsion from the garden 
and from the tree of lite, the only 
consequence to follow is that of physi­
cal death. All the people of the earth 
must die. That is why the statement 
is used referred to above. The strong 
statement Joshua makes here ot the 
fulfillment of God's promises Is a 
repetition of what bas been repeated 
many times. See comments on this Une 
of thought at the verses of chapter 
21: 42·45. 

Verses 15. 16. God Is faithful to 
carry out all his promises when the 
conditions on which they are made 
are properly met. He Is just as prompt 
to carry out all his threats against 
those who violate his laws and who 
do not make the necessary amends 
for their shortcomings. To transgress 
the covenant means to go beyond it 
or to disobey its restrictions. In the 
case of the children of Israel this 
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tranagreNtoD. . would . especially con· 
sist in their going atter the beathen 
gods of the land. God Is IL jO&lOO8 
God and wlll not tolerate this dlvld· 
ing ot service to him. It his people 
become guilty of Idolatry they will 
be punished severely. This · puniBh­
ment wlIl extend unto the exUe of the 
gullty nation Into a heathen land. 

JOSHUA 24 
Verse 1. The national encampment 

was not at Sheehem, but at Gilgal. 
But it was the place where Joshua 
assembled the tribes of Israel to hear 
his farewell message. This city was 
of such great Importance that I shall 
quote from Smith's nible Dictionary 
a few Unes. Incidentally. the reader 
will see in the quota.tIon an in­
teresting statement of the nearness 
to each other of the mountains Ebal 
and Gerlzlm which were used in the 
pecullar ceremony of the curses and 
blessings. (Deut. 27: 12. 13.) Here Is 
the quotation : ··Sheehem. 1. An 1m· 
portant city In central Palestine. In 
the valley between mounts Ebal and 
Gerlz1m, 34 mUes north of Jerusalem 
and 7 mUes southeast of Samaria. Its 
present name, No.bhu, is a corruption 
of Neapolts, which succeeded the more 
ancient Shechem, and received its new 
name from Vespasian. On coins sttn ex· 
tant it Is called FJavia Neapolis. The 
situation of the town is one of Bur· 
passing beauty. It lies in a sheltered 
vaney, protected by Gerizim on the 
south and Ebal on the north. The 
feet ot these mountains, where they 
rise from the town, are not more 
than five hundred " yards apart. The 
bottom ot the valley is about 1800 
feet above the level of the sea, and 
the top ot Gerizlm, 800 feet higher 
sUll." What a wonderful spot tor 
Joshua to choose at which to make 
this classical speech. 

Verse 2. The word ·'1I.ood" Is trom 
NAHAR and Is the same 88 rendered 
"river" tn ch. 1: 4, and means the 
Euphrates, since that was the river 
separatIng the ancient place ot resi· 
dences for these fathers from the land 
of the desert and Canaan. It is a 
singular fact that the ancestors of 
the chUdren ot Israel were idolaters. 
Not that they did not offer sacrifices 
on behalf of God, but they mixed the 
two. The Images of these gods were 
in evidence among their descendants 
long afterward. We "read of Rachel's 
steal1ng those of ber father on their 
departure- from Mesopotamia. (Gen. 
U: 19.) 

Verse 3. We undent&nd thILt Abra­
ham. is to be included in the "fathers" 
of the preceding verse, tor he is bere 
so called. The word "1I00d" in this 
verse is from the same original as 
that In preceding verse. The verse 
makes a big jump in history, going 
from the call of Abraham to the birth 
at bis son Isaac. 

Verse 4. Not all of the branches of 
Abraham's seed are mentioned here 
as Joshua Is not concerned at present 
with them. However. since the two 
sons, ESRU and Jacob. were from the 
promised son of Abraham. mention 1s 
made of both. A sbort disposition Is 
made of the history of Esau here by 
reference to an established site, Seir. 
The more important of the two sons, 
Jacob, went down Into Egypt. This 
1s a pursuing of the family history of 
the people ot God whose descendants 
are now before Joshua. 

Verse 6. This brief verse involves 
the " history taking up Exodus 2 to 14 
and gives us an indication of the 
brevity otten used by the Inspired 
writers. 

Verses 6, 7. This Is some more of 
the brevJty of history. In the sbort 
passage here cJted Is couched the ac· 
count ot the final departure of Israel 
from the border Une of Egypt, their 
experiences at, and In. and aeross the 
Red Sea and their dwelltng in the 
wilderness, which covered 40 years. 

Verse 8. While there was a specillc 
race called Amorites, their unusual 
wickedness was 8uch that the term 
came to be used with reference to 
mal).y of the others then infesting the 
land to which the Israelttes had to 
come. In this verse. reference is to 
the natIons occupying the territory 
east of the Jordan and against which 
they 1I.rst came. It especially here ap­
plies to Og and Sibon. wbose land was 
taken from them and gtven to the 
people of God In the \lfeUme of M ..... 

Verses 9, 10. Another eoncentraUon 
of history Is seeu here. The entire 
story of this passage requires the 
cbapters 22. 28. 24 of Numbers to 
cover. 

Verse 11. The reader should not for· 
get that verse 2 of thlB chapter In· 
troduoos the speaker of these several 
verses as the Lord. Joshua Is relaying 
the speech, of course, but the pronouns 
ot the first person reter to God. In 
this verse the Amorites are again 
mentioned, as they were, with reter· 
ence to the territory on the east side. 
ThIs Is In agreement with the Idea 
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mentioned a tew times that the Arnor· 
ltes. while a distinct people to them­
selves. were BO outstanding In wicked­
ness that the term came to be used 
generally or evll people. 

Verses 12, 13. The hornet or wasp 
was simply ODe of the visible means 
which the Lord used to accompl1sh bis 
purpose. Of course the Israelttes were 
expected to do their part but their 
sword and bow unaided by the Lord 
would not bave accomplished the de­
sired result. This is proved by the 
tact that their efforts tailed atter God 
withdrew his help later. While this 
paragraph Is chiefly about the events 
on the west of the Jordan It inciden­
tally reverts to the case of the two 
Amorlte kings on the east, (Og and 
Sibon) to include them in the matter 
ot the hornets. 

Verse 1(. The quotation from the 
Lord Js dropped for the time befng 
and Joshua directly exhorts the people 
to their duty. He tells them to put 
away the gods which their tatbera 
had served on the other side at the 
ftood (Euphrates), and In EgYpt. The 
tendency toward Idolatry W&B sUlI 
mantrest among them and 80me strong 
language la used. 

Verse 15. A careful reading ot this 
verse is necessary to avoid serious 
misunderstanding. Betore telling them 
to take their choIce between gods, he 
lays down the supposition tbat they 
do not intend to serve the Lord. Now 
then, It they decide to reject the Lord 
it Is taken tor granted they intend to 
serve Idol gods. It 80, then take their 
choice between the gods their tathers 
served the other aide ot the flood 
(Euphrates) and the gods or the Amor­
ttee or wIcked naUons tn the land 
wbere they are now. That would be 
logical. It they are determined to be 
idolaters, then it would not make any 
difference as to which gods or the 
heathen they chose. But Joshua did 
not teU them to "take their choice" be· 
tween good and evil, as it sometimes 
erroneously taught. 

Verses 16-18. The people responded 
tavorably and agreed to serve the Lord. 
Tbey furthermore gave him credit tor 
their successes in Egypt and the 
present country. 

Verses 19, 20. These two verses 
must be considered together to avoid 
another misunderstanding. The cen· 
tral thought at the whole passage can 
be seen at a glance by aegregatlng the 
words as tallows: "Ye cannot Berve 
the Lord." "'f' "ye aerve atl1Ulge gods." 

This doctrine II exactly the l!&IDa as 
JesuB taught when he said "Ye cannot 
serve God and Mammon." (Katt. 8: 
MJ . 

Ve ..... 21. The people again InolBt on 
their determination to serve the ,Lord. 

Verses 22·25. As visible evidence of 
their sincerity J08bua demands they 
put away the strange gods. They 
agreed and then he made a covenant 
to that etrect with them. 

Versea 26·28. Ot course thIs cove­
nant was a special agreement between 
the people and Jaahua and attested by 
recording In a book and by erecting a 
stone or pUlar. Upon the conclusion 
ot this agreement the assembly was 
dlsmi88ed and the people returned to 
their various possessions. 

Verses 29, 30. Some time after the 
events ot the preceding paragrapb the 
t1me came tor Joahu& to die. He was 
110 years old at death. His burial 
took place In the spot having been 
assigned to him. (ch. 19: 50.) 

Verse 31. The main thought we 
may get rrom thiB verse 18 that people 
seem to need the immediate Inl1uence 
or teachers and leaders to keep them 
In Une. Hence, it can be understood 
why God has alwa)"B had some 'law­
tul representaUve betweeD him and 
his people, in aU ot the Dispensations. 

Verse 32. The request made by 
Joseph Is recorded In Gen. 50: 25 and 
is here being fuUUled. Paul reters 
to this Bubject In Heb. 11: 22. 

Verse 33. High Priests served until 
death. (Num. 35: 25.) Now that 
EleazaT Is dead his son, Phlnehas, will 
serve in hiB ltead. 

.JUDGES 1 
General remarks: On numerous occa· 

sions the chJldren or Israel were told 
that God would give them success over 
the nations then occupying the land 
they were to p08lle8l. That promise 
was based on the condition that no 
mixing would be done with those idol­
atrous people. Persistent opposition 
against them must be maintained and 
no covenants were to be made. God 
would not do all ot the work miracu­
lously. but they must cooperate by 
fighting the enemy. It was also atated 
to them that If they failed to do their 
duty along this Une, the nations would 
be suffered to remain in the land to 
become thorna and peats to them. This 
warning was overlooked and the chil­
dren ot Israel allowed the heathen na­
tions to remaln in the land. True to 
his warning, the Lord used these 


