
Lesson 138

Job And His Three Friends

Job 2:11-32:1



MEMORY VERSE
JOB 19:25
"For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at
last on the earth. "

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Black construction paper cut into 2”x 8” strips, white or yellow
construction paper cut into 1” x 6” strips, markers, several small
pebbles (aquarium pebbles), small 2” twigs, and clear contact
paper.

ATTENTION GETTER!

Memory Game
Have the children sit in a circle.  Allow them to tell their name and
something special about themselves, such as their favorite animal.  

As you go around the circle, each child must say what is special
about each person who has already spoken as well as what is
special about him or herself.  

Keep going around the room until the last person can name all of
the special things about everyone in the room.  This game will help
your class to get to know one another better and develop
friendships.

LESSON TIME!
Job, a righteous man, was put to quite a test.  He lost family,
possessions, and even his health.  Satan had determined evil upon
Job, yet not without God’s permission.  God remained in control of
the events and circumstances of Job’s life.  Job did not know the
reason for his suffering, yet he continued to trust God.  



In today’s lesson, three friends offer their support (“comfort and
counsel”) to Job—Bildad, Zophar Eliphaz.  How would they deal
with this difficult question:  “Why is Job suffering?  Job declared
his innocence to his friends.   How would they respond?

Bildad and Eliphaz each speak three times; Zophar speaks twice.
Each time Job answers back to their statements, arguments, and
accusations. These three men argue from the same basic
perspective:  “Suffering is punishment for sin.”  “Job is suffering
greatly; therefore, Job must be a great sinner.”  This was not a small
accusation to bear, especially by one whose world had been turned
upside down.  Job’s answers defend his relationship with God and
show an understanding of God.  Though he could not account for
his circumstances, he continued to trust in God.  We can trust
God even when our “friends” judge us wrongfully.

J OB  18:1-12,  21
Then  B i ldad  the  S hu h i t e  answ ered  and  said :

"How  long t i l l  you  p u t  an  end  to  w ords ? Gain
u nders t and ing,  and  af t erw ard  w e  w i l l  sp eak .

Why are  w e  c ou nted  as  beas t s ,  And  regarded  as
s tu p id  in  you r  s i gh t ?

You  w ho  t ear  you rse l f  i n  anger ,  S hal l  the  ear th  be
f orsaken  f or  you ? Or  shal l  the  roc k  be  rem ov ed  f rom
i t s  p l ac e?

"The  l i gh t  o f  the  w i c ked  indeed  goes  ou t ,  And  the
f l am e o f  h i s  f i r e  does  not  sh ine .

The  l i gh t  i s  dark  in  h i s  t en t ,  And  h i s  l am p  bes ide
h im  i s  p u t  ou t .



The s t ep s  o f  h i s  s t rength  are  shor t ened ,  And  h i s  ow n
c ou nse l  c as t s  h im  dow n .

For  he  i s  c as t  in to  a net  by  h i s  ow n  f eet ,  And  he
w alk s  in to  a snare .

The  net  t akes  h im  by  the  hee l ,  And  a snare  l ays  ho ld
of  h im .

A noose  i s  h idden  f or  h im  on  the  grou nd ,  And  a t rap
f or  h im  in  the  road .

Terrors  f r i gh t en  h im  on  ev ery  s ide ,  And  d r i v e  h im  to
h i s  f ee t .

Hi s  s t rength  i s  s t arv ed ,  And  des t ru c t i on  i s  ready  at
h i s  s ide .

S u re l y  su c h  are  the  dw el l ings  o f  the  w i c ked ,  And  th i s
i s  the  p l ac e  o f  h im  w ho  does  not  know  God ."

What attitude is revealed by Bildad’s words toward Job?  He
certainly does not affirm Job’s declaration of innocence.  The name
“Bildad” means “son of contention.”  He charges Job with
godlessness (Job 8:13).  One of his main contentions is that God
never twists justice (Job 8:3).

Be careful!  Sometimes, we need more information before we
decide someone is guilty of sin!  In this speech he was giving a lot of
dark descriptions of the wicked man’s fate.  Why was he saying all
of this to Job?  The problem with Bildad was not that he was wrong
in his descriptions, but that he was warning the wrong man!  Let’s
see what Job says.



J OB  19:1-8,  14-21,  25-27
Then  J ob answ ered  and  said :

"How  long w i l l  you  torm ent  m y sou l ,  And  break  m e in
p i ec es  w i th  w ords ?

These  t en  t im es  you  hav e  rep roac hed  m e;  You  are  not
asham ed  that  you  hav e  w ronged  m e.

And  i f  i ndeed  I  hav e  er red ,  M y  er ror  rem ains  w i th
m e.

I f  i ndeed  you  exal t  you rse l v es  again s t  m e ,  And  p l ead
m y d i sgrac e  again s t  m e ,

Know  then  that  God  has  w ronged  m e,  And  has
su rrou nded  m e w i th  Hi s  net .

" I f  I  c ry  ou t  c onc ern ing w rong,  I  am  not  heard .  I f  I
c ry  alou d ,  there  i s  no  ju s t i c e .

He  has  f enc ed  u p  m y w ay ,  so  that  I  c annot  p as s ;  And
He has  s e t  darknes s  in  m y p aths .

Verses  14-21

M y re l at i v es  hav e  f ai l ed ,  And  m y c lose  f r i ends  hav e
f orgot t en  m e.

Those  w ho  dw el l  i n  m y hou se ,  and  m y m aid serv an t s ,
Cou nt  m e as  a s t ranger ;  I  am  an  al i en  in  the i r  s i gh t .

I  c al l  m y  serv an t ,  bu t  he  gi v es  no  answ er ;  I  beg h im
w i th  m y m ou th .



M y breath  i s  o f f ens i v e  t o  m y w i f e ,  And  I  am
rep u l s i v e  t o  the  c h i ld ren  o f  m y ow n  body .

Ev en  you ng c h i ld ren  desp i s e  m e ;  I  ar i s e ,  and  they
sp eak  again s t  m e .

Al l  m y  c lose  f r i ends  abhor  m e,  And  those  w hom  I
l ov e  hav e  tu rned  again s t  m e .

M y bone  c l ings  t o  m y sk in  and  to  m y f l esh ,  And  I
hav e  es c ap ed  by  the  sk in  o f  m y t eeth .

"Hav e  p i t y  on  m e,  hav e  p i t y  on  m e,  O you  m y
f r i ends ,  For  the  hand  o f  God  has  s t ru c k  m e!

Vers es  25-27

For  I  know  that  m y Redeem er  l i v es ,  And  He  shal l
s t and  at  l as t  on  the  ear th ;

And  af t er  m y sk in  i s  des t royed ,  th i s  I  know , That  in
m y f l esh  I  shal l  s ee  God ,

Whom  I  shal l  s ee  f or  m yse l f ,  And  m y eyes  shal l
beho ld ,  and  not  another .  How  m y hear t  yearns  w i th in
m e!

Job appeals to his friends to have compassion.  No one wanted to
be around him. It seemed there was nothing in his life to be happy
about.  Could things have gotten much worse?  He knows God has
allowed these bad circumstances and feels “wronged”; yet he does
not curse God.  



Though he does not understand the reason for his circumstances,
what he does understand is very significant.  He understands there
is a Redeemer that in the end will stand on the earth.  He
understands that he himself will live again after his death.  He goes
from the valley of despair to the peak of hope because of his faith
in a God that he cannot see, nor fully understand.  His heart yearns
for God and trusts God even though he cannot account for his
circumstances.

J OB  20:1-11,  21
Then  Z op har  the  N aam ath i t e  answ ered  and  said :

"Theref ore  m y anx iou s  thou ght s  m ake  m e answ er ,
Bec au se  o f  the  tu rm oi l  w i th in  m e.

I  hav e  heard  the  rebu ke  that  rep roac hes  m e,  And  the
sp i r i t  o f  m y  u nders t and ing c au ses  m e to  answ er .

"D o  you  not  know  th i s  o f  o ld ,  S inc e  m an  w as  p l ac ed
on  ear th ,

That  the  t r iu m p h ing o f  the  w i c ked  i s  shor t ,  And  the
joy  o f  the  hyp oc r i t e  i s  bu t  f or  a m om ent ?

Thou gh  h i s  hau gh t ines s  m ou nt s  u p  t o  the  heav ens ,
And  h i s  head  reac hes  t o  the  c l ou ds ,

Yet  he  w i l l  p er i sh  f orev er  l i k e  h i s  ow n  re f u se ;  Those
w ho  hav e  s een  h im  w i l l  s ay ,  'Where  i s  he?'

He  w i l l  f l y  aw ay  l i k e  a d ream , and  not  be  f ou nd ;  Yes ,
he  w i l l  be  c hased  aw ay  l i k e  a v i s i on  o f  the  n i gh t .

The  eye  that  s aw  h im  w i l l  s ee  h im  no  m ore ,  N or  w i l l
h i s  p l ac e  beho ld  h im  anym ore .



Hi s  c h i ld ren  w i l l  s eek  the  f av or  o f  the  p oor ,  And  h i s
hands  w i l l  r es tore  h i s  w eal th .

Hi s  bones  are  f u l l  o f  h i s  you th f u l  v i gor ,  Bu t  i t  w i l l
l i e  dow n  w i th  h im  in  the  du s t .

N oth ing i s  l e f t  f or  h im  to  eat ;  Theref ore  h i s  w e l l -
be ing w i l l  no t  l as t .

The name Zophar means “hairy or rough.”  He speaks very bluntly,
sometimes displaying a “holier-than-thou” attitude.  In his first
speech, he charges Job with boasting (Job 11:6); he calls Job a
“witless man” and rebukes his “idle talk.” One of his main
contentions is that God knows iniquity when He sees it (Job 11:11).

In this second speech, he again seemed certain that Job only
imagined his innocence.   He, as did the others, talks about the fate
of evildoers, inferring Job needed to repent and turn from his evil
doing.  How does Job answer?  

J OB  21:1-3,  7-15,  17-21
Then  J ob answ ered  and  said :

"L i s t en  c aref u l l y  t o  m y sp eec h ,  And  l e t  th i s  be  you r
c onso lat i on .

Bear  w i th  m e that  I  m ay  sp eak ,  And  af t er  I  hav e
sp oken ,  keep  m oc k ing.

Why do  the  w i c ked  l i v e  and  bec om e o ld ,  Yes ,  bec om e
m igh ty  in  p ow er?

Thei r  desc endant s  are  es t abl i shed  w i th  them  in  the i r
s i gh t ,  And  the i r  o f f sp r ing bef ore  the i r  eyes .



Thei r  hou ses  are  s af e  f rom  f ear ,  N e i ther  i s  the  rod  o f
God  u p on  them .

Thei r  bu l l  breeds  w i thou t  f ai lu re ;  The i r  c ow  c alv es
w i thou t  m i s c arr i age .

They  s end  f or th  the i r  l i t t l e  ones  l i k e  a f l oc k ,  And
the i r  c h i ld ren  danc e .

They  s ing t o  the  t am bou r ine  and  harp ,  And  re j o i c e  t o
the  sou nd  o f  the  f lu t e .

They  sp end  the i r  days  in  w eal th ,  And  in  a m om ent  go
dow n  to  the  grav e .

Yet  they  say  t o  God ,  'D ep ar t  f rom  u s ,  For  w e  do  not
des i re  the  know ledge  o f  You r  w ays .

Who i s  the  Alm igh ty ,  that  w e  shou ld  s erv e  Him ? And
w hat  p ro f i t  do  w e  hav e  i f  w e  p ray  t o  Him ?'

"How  o f t en  i s  the  l am p  o f  the  w i c ked  p u t  ou t ? How
of t en  does  the i r  des t ru c t i on  c om e u p on  them , The
sorrow s  God  d i s t r ibu tes  in  Hi s  anger ?

They  are  l i k e  s t raw  bef ore  the  w ind ,  And  l i ke  c haf f
that  a s t orm  c arr i es  aw ay .

They  say ,  'God  l ays  u p  one 's  in iqu i ty  f or  h i s
c h i ld ren ' ;  Le t  Him  rec om p ense  h im , that  he  m ay
know  i t .

Le t  h i s  eyes  s ee  h i s  des t ru c t i on ,  And  l e t  h im  dr ink  o f
the  w rath  o f  the  Alm igh ty .



For  w hat  does  he  c are  abou t  h i s  hou seho ld  af t er  h im ,
When  the  nu m ber  o f  h i s  m onths  i s  c u t  in  hal f ?

Job used logic to show that their major argument—all suffering is
the punishment of sin--does not hold up well. In verses 17-21, Job
asks, “How often are the wicked judged?”  He had observed many
people being wicked, yet few had been judged for their wickedness.   

Job knew there must be a deeper meaning and purpose for
suffering.  Though Job did not know what that deeper meaning and
purpose was, he continued to trust God.  Next, Eliphaz evaluated
the situation.

J OB  22:4-5,  21-27
" I s  i t  bec au se  o f  you r  f ear  o f  Him  that  He  c orrec t s
you ,  And  en ter s  in to  j u dgm ent  w i th  you ?

I s  not  you r  w i c kednes s  great ,  And  you r  in iqu i ty
w i thou t  end?

"N ow  ac qu ain t  you rse l f  w i th  Him , and  be  at  p eac e ;
Thereby  good  w i l l  c om e to  you .

Rec e iv e ,  p l ease ,  i n s t ru c t i on  f rom  Hi s  m ou th ,  And  l ay
u p  Hi s  w ords  in  you r  hear t .

I f  you  re tu rn  t o  the  Alm igh ty ,  you  w i l l  be  bu i l t  u p ;
You  w i l l  r em ov e  in iqu i ty  f ar  f rom  you r  t en t s .

Then  you  w i l l  l ay  you r  go ld  in  the  du s t ,  And  the  go ld
of  Op h i r  am ong the  s t ones  o f  the  brooks .

Yes ,  the  Alm igh ty  w i l l  be  you r  go ld  And  you r
p rec iou s  s i l v er ;



For  then  you  w i l l  hav e  you r  de l i gh t  in  the  Alm igh ty ,
And  l i f t  u p  you r  f ac e  t o  God .

You  w i l l  m ake  you r  p rayer  t o  Him , He  w i l l  hear  you ,
And  you  w i l l  p ay  you r  v ow s .  "

This is the third speech of Eliphaz.  The name Eliphaz has two
possible meanings: “God is dispenser,” or “God is fine gold.”
Eliphaz acts as lead spokesman as well as the “scientist” of the
group.  His speeches show clearer reasoning and more considerate
criticism than those of the other two friends do.  He is seen to be
noble, sincere and wise.  His main arguments are that God is
perfectly pure and righteous (Job 4:17) and that man brings
trouble on himself (Job 5:7).

Though, he does not know what evil Job has committed, he accuses
him of evil.  For the second time, he urges Job to turn back to God,
to repent, to submit to God and be at peace with God.   Can you
imagine how difficult this is for Job to hear?  He was living a
blameless, upright life when all this trouble came upon him.
Though he does not understand his circumstances, he knows he
does not need to repent.  

Our friends may judge us wrongfully or say things that are not true
about us.  How important it is that we know God’s character and
His Word.  We, as Job, must learn to trust Him no matter the
circumstances.

Helping Friends
Have the children find a partner and pair up.  Then have the pairs
line up near a wall.  Next have all of the children find a spot in
front of the wall.  Have them face the wall and stand arms-length
from it.  Their feet should be close together.  Next the children
should carefully lean forward against the wall so that only their
forehead is touching the wall.  They must keep their body stiff and



straight with their arms crossed.  Next, say, “On the count of three,
try to stand upright.  Remember to keep your body stiff, arms
crossed and no bending of the knees.”  Count to three.    

Children will struggle to stand upright without bending at the waist
or using their arms.  Allow a few seconds for children to attempt
this, and then have the pairs choose who would like to try.  The
partner will help their friend to stand upright.  Give them another
couple of seconds to try this.  Ask the children if it was easier with
a friend’s help.  Next trade spots and have one child lean forward,
but this time the partner will only tell their friend, “You will have
to do better,”  “Can’t you do it right?” or “If you would only do it
this way!”  They can be creative.  As an alternative activity you can
have them try scratching the center of their back and tying their
shoe with only one hand.

Have the children sit down and ask them which was the most help;
telling about how someone should do better, or actually helping
them.  In today’s lesson, we have seen Job’s friends attempting to
“comfort” him.  Unfortunately, it really did not provide much
comfort.  In fact, they only caused Job misery!  Let’s look at how
Job handled his situation.  We can trust God even when our
“friends” judge us wrongfully.

J OB  23:1-12;  24:22-25
Then  J ob answ ered  and  said :

"Ev en  today  m y c om p lain t  i s  bi t t er ;  M y  hand  i s
l i s t l es s  bec au se  o f  m y groan ing.

Oh ,  that  I  knew  w here  I  m igh t  f ind  Him , That  I  m igh t
c om e to  Hi s  s eat !

I  w ou ld  p resen t  m y c ase  bef ore  Him , And  f i l l  m y
m ou th  w i th  argu m ent s .



I  w ou ld  know  the  w ords  w h i c h  He  w ou ld  answ er  m e,
And  u nders t and  w hat  He  w ou ld  say  t o  m e.

Wou ld  He  c on tend  w i th  m e in  Hi s  great  p ow er? N o !
Bu t  He  w ou ld  t ake  not e  o f  m e .

There  the  u p r i gh t  c ou ld  reason  w i th  Him , And  I
w ou ld  be  de l i v ered  f orev er  f rom  m y J u dge .

"Look ,  I  go  f orw ard ,  bu t  He  i s  no t  there ,  And
bac kw ard ,  bu t  I  c annot  p erc e iv e  Him ;

When  He  w orks  on  the  l e f t  hand ,  I  c annot  beho ld
Him ; When  He  tu rns  t o  the  r i gh t  hand ,  I  c annot  s ee
Him .

Bu t  He  know s  the  w ay  that  I  t ake ;  When  He  has  t es t ed
m e,  I  shal l  c om e f or th  as  go ld .

M y f oo t  has  he ld  f as t  t o  Hi s  s t ep s ;  I  hav e  kep t  Hi s
w ay  and  not  tu rned  as ide .

I  hav e  not  dep ar t ed  f rom  the  c om m andm ent  o f  Hi s
l ip s ;  I  hav e  t reasu red  the  w ords  o f  Hi s  m ou th  m ore
than  m y nec es sary  f ood .

"Bu t  God  d raw s  the  m igh ty  aw ay  w i th  Hi s  p ow er ;  He
r i s es  u p ,  bu t  no  m an  i s  su re  o f  l i f e .

He  gi v es  them  sec u r i t y ,  and  they  re ly  on  i t ;  Ye t  Hi s
eyes  are  on  the i r  w ays .

They  are  exal t ed  f or  a l i t t l e  w h i l e ,  Then  they  are
gone .  They  are  brou gh t  l ow ;  They  are  t aken  ou t  o f
the  w ay  l i k e  al l  o thers ;  They  d ry  ou t  l i k e  the  heads
o f  grain .



"N ow  i f  i t  i s  no t  so ,  w ho  w i l l  p rov e  m e a l i ar ,  And
m ake m y sp eec h  w or th  noth ing?"

In the midst of his desperate circumstances, Job searches for God.
He desires to inquire of Him, to present his case before the
righteous judge of the universe.  Job laments an unsuccessful
search.  He recognizes that though he cannot see God, God sees him
and is still overseeing this trial.  Faith and hope once more
emerged as Job declared, “But He knows the way that I take; When
He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold.”

Perhaps you will experience a trial you do not understand.  It may
seem God does not hear your prayers or respond to your cries. How
important it is when we suffer that we learn to receive comfort
from God.  Our friends may fail us…they may add grief to our
wounds, but God will never leave us or forsake us.  Indeed, “…He
knows the way that I take; When He has tested me, I shall come
forth as gold.”  We can be confident God does hear us and no
circumstance or event can separate us from His love (1 John 5:14;
Romans 8 35-39).

Through Job’s encounter with his three friends, we also learn some
lessons on friendship.  Job’s three friends may have been sincere in
their desire to help Job; but by wrongfully judging, they only
caused him more pain.  They did not understand 1) Job’s heart—he
was upright before God and 2) the reason God was allowing Job to
suffer.  What kind of friend will we be to a person who is suffering?
Remember, our understanding is limited.  We do not see the whole
picture or story as God does.  We must be careful before attempting
to “put our two cents in.”



Whether we are the ones in the midst of a difficult trial or we are
the friend of one who is suffering, may we know we can trust God
even when we can not account for the circumstances we
experience.  He remains our Redeemer, who we will one day see
face to face; He knows the way we take, and He is working a good
plan in our lives.

Sticks and Stones Bookmark
To be a good friend we need to be careful about what we say.  Job’s
friends accused him of things that were not really true.  In doing
so, they only added to his suffering.  This bookmark will help us to
remember that we need to watch what we say to others.  You will
need black construction paper cut into 2” x 8” strips, white or
yellow construction paper cut into 1”x 6” strips, markers, several
small pebbles (aquarium pebbles), small 2” twigs, and clear contact
paper.

Use a marker to write Psalm 141:3 on the smaller of the two strips.
(Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of
my lips. –Psalm 141:3).

Using glue stick, paste the smaller strip centered in the larger strip.
Next glue the twigs and the pebbles to the bookmark.  Then cover
the bookmark with clear contact paper over the front and the back.
Trim with scissors if necessary.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to trust in the Lord
even in difficult times and to continue to trust in Him no matter
what our “friends” say.  May we keep our attention focused on Him!
If there are any children who have not yet responded to the Gospel,
give them opportunity.




