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Sunday, September 16th
 

9:30 A.M. Who Is God? 
            

Randy Watson 

   Raytown, Missouri 

10:30 A.M. Who Is Jesus? 
            

Larry Yarber 

   Mountain Grove, 

Missouri 

6:00 P.M. Who Is The Holy Spirit? 
            

Perry B. Cotham 

   Grand Prairie, Texas 

7:00 P.M. What Is The Bible? 
            

James Meadows 

   Knoxville, Kentucky 

Monday, September 17th
 

9:30 A.M. Has Revelation From God Ended? 
            

Ron Cosby 

   Disney, Oklahoma 

10:30 A.M. Why Is Evolution So Popular? 
            

Jack H. Williams 

   Independence, 

Missouri 

12:30 P.M. Does The Geological Record Contradict The Bible 

Teaching Of Creation? 
            

Don Underwood 

   Chula Vista, 

California 

1:30 P.M. Scientific Accuracy As A Proof Of Bible 

Inspiration 
            

Chuck Northrop 

   Tahlequah, 

Oklahoma 

2:30 P.M. Do Racial Differences Prove Evolution? 
            

Steve Harbison 

   Ottawa, Kansas 

7:00 P.M. Can We Know God Exists? 
            

Charles Coats 

   Webberville, 

Michigan 

8:00 P.M. Does The Existence Of Evil Prove God Does Not 

Exist? 
            
 
 
 
 
 

 

Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

   Ripley, Tennessee 
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Tuesday, September 18th
 

9:30 A.M. Is The Bible Authoritative? 
            

Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

   Ripley, Tennessee 

10:30 A.M. Are The Days Of Genesis Eons Of Time? 

 
Toney Smith 

   Dresden, Tennessee 

12:30 P.M. Does The Fossil Record Contradict The Bible 

Teaching Of Creation? 

 

John Shafer 

   Kearney, Nebraska 

1:30 P.M. The Unity Of The Scriptures As A Proof Of Bible 

Inspiration 

 

Michael Wyatt 

   Portland, Texas 

2:30 P.M. Why Do We Need To Teach Christian Evidences? 

 
Jim O'Connor 

   Oak Grove, Missouri 

7:00 P.M. What About Prehistoric Men? 

 
Terry Mabery 

   Collinsville, Illinois 

8:00 P.M. How Old Is The Earth? 

 
Tom Bright, Sr. 

   Dyersburg, 

Tennessee 

Wednesday, September 19th
 

9:30 A.M. Is Evolution Scientific? 

 
David Long 

   Higginsville, 

Missouri 

10:30 A.M. Was The Genesis Flood Worldwide? 
            

Wayne Brewer 

   Sheridan, Arkansas 

12:30 P.M. Does Astronomy Contradict The Bible Teaching Of 

Creation? 
            

Charles Coats 

   Webberville, 

Michigan 

1:30 P.M. Historical Accuracy As A Proof Of Bible 

Inspiration 
            

Michael Hughes 

   Blue Springs, 

Missouri 

2:30 P.M. What Is Truth? 
            

Jack H. Williams 

   Independence, 

Missouri 

7:00 P.M. What If There Is No God? 
            

Jay Yeager 

   Springfield, Ohio 

8:00 P.M. The "Missing Links" Of Evolution 
            

Richard Massey 

   Rising Star, Texas 
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Thursday, September 20th
 

9:30 A.M. Are There Other Inspired Books? 
            

Ted Thrasher 

   Olathe, Kansas 

10:30 A.M. Are There Books Missing From The Bible? 
            

Perry B. Cotham 

   Grand Prairie, Texas 

12:30 P.M. Do Dating Methods Disprove The Bible Teaching 

Of Creation? 

 

Eugene Jenkins 

   Oak Grove, Missouri 

1:30 P.M. Prophecy As A Proof Of Bible Inspiration 

 
Bill Goring 

   Lee's Summit, 

Missouri 

2:30 P.M. Was There A Gap Between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2? 

 
Paul Meacham 

   Lawrenceville, 

Georgia 

7:00 P.M. Did Dinosaurs Really Exist? 

 
Michael Wyatt 

   Portland, Texas 

8:00 P.M. What About Noah's Ark?  

 
Toney Smith 

   Dresden, Tennessee 
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Randy is a member of the 39 th Street congregation. Randy is self employed in secular work and makes regular trips
to Riga, Latvia where he labored full time for two years. Randy does fill in preaching when in the U.S. and is a
fellowlaborer in the International Bible Studies work and the work of the Mid-Wes School of Biblical Studies. He is
a regular speaking on the Mid-West Lectures.

Who Is God?
Randy Watson

I. God Exists!

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no
speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. (Psalm 19:1)

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God... (or “God does not exist” - RW)
(Psalm 14:1)

Belief in the existence of a god is not really a big problem for most people.  Of the more than 6 billion
inhabitants of our world today, the percentage of those who don’t believe in the existence of God is
so minute that they hardly deserve our attention.  The only reason they cannot be totally ignored is that
they, like so many insignificant groups of irrational or immoral persuasion, they keep pressing their
cause and crying their pleas louder and louder until they are heard. They become teachers and
political activists, and can influence our nation and our world. However, considering the language of
the Bible concerning these atheists, we won’t spend our time in this lesson trying to prove through
reason to irrational fools, that God exists. Our challenge instead, is to come to know God.

Although nearly everyone does understand that God exists, a great majority of those same 
people do not really know him! Who is the God whose glory is declared by the heavens?

II. Man’s feeble attempts to know God.

A. Not possible to know who God is without his revelation. 
In the context of a discussion about idolatry, Jeremiah made this observation (10:23), “O Lord,
I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.”

To the religious Greeks of Athens, Paul spoke of the ignorant times when me were seeking
the Lord, feeling after him, trying to find him, even though he is close to everyone (Acts 17:27).
In this, he alludes to the truth that, without revelation from God, man can only wander in
darkness, never really knowing God or his will. It is this blindness which has led men to
imagine thousands of gods since Cain departed from the presence of God. And as we will
see, even what could be known of God through nature, has been ignored in the process.
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Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the
Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.
And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men
every where to repent... (Acts 17:29-30)

B. Gods of man’s creation
People of religions other than Christianity worship the true God of the Bible, even if their
worship is vain. The Islamic and Jewish religions claim an allegiance to the correct God. They
know the right God, but do not know how to serve him. In truth, many today who claim to be
Christians, are also ignorant of God’s will for them. Aside from these religions, well more than
half of all people alive today, worship other gods. Hindu religions, which come in many
varieties, have existed for hundreds of years, and are based upon very ancient pagan
religions. They realize this, and will sometimes use this as a defense for their beliefs. While
pagan worship dates back far before Christianity, and even earlier than the ancient Israelites,
worship to the true God of the Bible is by far the oldest and is in fact the original religion,
beginning from the creation.

Given the ancient roots of today’s pagan religions, the gods they worship today are not so far
removed from the gods of gentile nations of Bible times. They did, after all, originate in the
same place, the minds of fallible men. The Biblical descriptions are as valid today as they
have ever been. 

They are the “work of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor
smell” (Deuteronomy 4:28).

Deuteronomy 17:3 mentions worshipping the “sun” the “moon” and the “host of heaven” as a
worship to false gods. Celebrations throughout many parts of the world on the summer and
winter solstice (shortest night and shortest day of the year) have there origins in the pagan
worship of these heavenly bodies. Even our calendar and weekday names find some
connection to the idolatrous worship of stars and planets.

In Isaiah 44 and 45, where God demonstrated his authenticity by naming Cyrus 150 years
before he was even born, and before the Persian empire became a reality, he contrasted his
power to the idol gods of the gentiles. 

They that make a graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable
things shall not profit; and they are their own witnesses; they see not, nor
know; that they may be ashamed. Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven
image that is profitable for nothing? (44:9-10)

No matter how sincere and diligent the sacrifices of individuals toward their false gods, their
work can never be of value. After all, when finished, the result will be nothing more than the
creation of man.
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The smith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with
hammers, and worketh it with the strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and
his strength faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint. The carpenter stretcheth
out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; he fitteth it with planes, and he
marketh it out with the compass, and maketh it after the figure of a man,
according to the beauty of a man; that it may remain in the house. (44:12-13)

The true worth of such gods is seen in their origin. A man burns the wood for cooking food and
keeping warm, and with what is left over from that, he makes a god.

He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth
roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I
have seen the fire: And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven
image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and
saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god. (44:16-17)

Jeremiah also confronted idolatry on God’s behalf.

Thus saith the Lord... be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen
are dismayed at them. For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth
a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe.
They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with
hammers, that it move not. They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not:
they must needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for
they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good. (Jeremiah 10:2-5)

... for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. They are
vanity, and the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish.
(Jeremiah 10:14-15)

Daniel 5:22, the hand wrote on the wall to Nebuchadnezzar’s son Belshazzar, 

And thou his so ... hast not humbled thine heart ... But hast lifted up thyself
against the Lord of heaven;... and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and
the God in whose hand thy breath is ... hast thou not glorified

Why have men so consistently turned to idolatry? And why are there so many similarities
between the various idol gods? Paul addresses both of these questions in Romans 1:21-23,

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
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was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And
changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to
corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.

The God of heaven is greater than man. He represent a challenging standard of life. The bar
is high, a level of moral and spiritual achievement that every mortal must strive to attain. Sadly,
most people are unwilling to make the effort. Why? Because, as Jesus stated in Matthew 7:13,
“...strait is the gate and narrow the way, which leadeth unto life...”

Genesis 1:27 reveals that “God created man in his image...” The idol and pagan gods of men
on the other hand, are created in the image of man. They possess the characteristics of sinful
men. They are amoral creations of men, which cannot condemn the immoral behavior of their
worshipers. Even the worship to these false gods has often included fornication and human
sacrifice. At the same time, they cannot bless or in any way benefit their followers. In Hosea
2:5-13, we find a disturbing description of the Israel as she turned to idolatry. In verse 5, “for
she said, I will go after my lovers, that give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax,
mine oil and my drink.” Then verse 8, “for she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine,
and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold...” But God took away those things so Israel would
realize the only he had power to bless. Pagans have often credited their own false and
powerless gods for the blessings of the Almighty. Yet he is kind and good, blessing with
sunshine and rain, all people of his creation, whether evil or righteous, (Matthew 5:45).

III.  God has revealed himself

A. There is a different kind of God?
Exodus 5:2, “And Pharaoh said, Who is Jehovah, that I should hearken unto his voice to let
Israel go?”

In sharp contrast to the false gods of men, the Creator stands as the tried and true God of all
mankind. He has demonstrated his superior nature over and over again, prevailing in every
battle for truth.

1 Kings 18:21-40. In one of the most impressive demonstrations of God’s power in Old
Testament times, God convinced Israel of his superiority over Baal. While Baal was unable
to even light the offering made to him, at Elijah’s petition, God utterly consumed with fire, not
only the drenched offering, but the wood, the stones, the dust and the water.

Jonah 1. In Jonah’s day, not only were the Assyrians unable to conquer Israel, but they actually
reclaimed some of the occupied territory. This was unprecedented. Nineveh was a seat of
corruption and cruel wickedness. While Jonah was fleeing from God instead of going to
Nineveh, those sailors on the stormy sea gained a fear of God demonstrated in their petitions
to him. Even Nineveh later repented because of this same fear of God.
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On various occasions in the book of Daniel, God was able to demonstrate his genuine power.
So convincing was this demonstration that Nebuchadnezzar pronounced death to anyone who
would speak against God. Following the deliverance of Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego,
he said of God , “there is no other God that can deliver after this sort” (Daniel 3:29).

B. God is the only God
While naming Cyrus as the one who would send the Israelites back to Jerusalem, God said,

...I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. I am the Lord, and
there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast
not known me: That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the
west, that there is none beside me. I am the Lord, and there is none else.
(Isaiah 45:4-6).

C. God is a Living God
Jeremiah 10:10, “But the Lord is the true God, he is the living God...”

Romans 9:26, “And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye
are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the living God.”

2 Corinthians 6:16, “And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the
temple of the living God...”

The people of Thessalonica “turned from idols to serve the living and true God.”
(1 Thessalonians 1:9).

D. God is Powerful
Thus saith the Lord, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb,
I am the Lord that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone;
that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself; That frustrateth the tokens of the
liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise men backward, and maketh
their knowledge foolish; That confirmeth the word of his servant, and
performeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou
shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise
up the decayed places thereof: That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up
thy rivers: That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my
pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple,
Thy foundation shall be laid.” (Isaiah 44:24-28)

The idol gods are nothing more than morons of wood, stone, gold or silver. They can not think,
speak, or even go anywhere unless carried. Our God, Jehovah, on the other hand, is said in
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this one passage, to “formed”, to “make”, “ stretch forth”, spread abroad”, “frustrate”, “turn”,
“confirm”, “perform” and to “say”. There simply is no comparison.

His power is further seen in the resurrection of Jesus.  “But ye denied the Holy and Righteous
One, and asked for a murderer to be granted unto you, and killed the Prince of life; whom
God raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses” (Acts 3:14-15). It is faith in that same
power that allows God to raise a believer from being dead in sin, through baptism, Colossians
2:12.

E. God is Loving
Matthew 5:44-45, 48, “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute
you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun
to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust..., 48, “Be
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

1 John 4:8-9, “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. Herein was the love of
God manifested in us, that God hath sent his only begotten Son into the world that we might
live through him.” 

F.  God is Righteous
Romans 3:5-6, “...Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) God forbid:
for then how shall God judge the world?”

Romans 1:16-17, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ...for therein is the
righteousness of God revealed...”

Deuteronomy 25:16, “...even all that do unrighteously, are an abomination unto Jehovah thy
God.”

Habakkuk 1:13, “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity...”

G. God is Merciful and Gracious
Luke 1:50. And his mercy is unto generations and generations On them that fear him. 

Ephesians 2:4-5, “but God, being rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by
grace have ye been saved)” 

Titus 3:5, “...according to his mercy he saved us...”

H. God is Patient and Longsuffering
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2 Peter 3:9, “the Lord...is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance”.

In Romans 15:5, he is called the “God of patience and consolation.”

I. God is Jealous
Exodus 20:1-5, “And God spake all these words, saying, I am the Lord thy God, which have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt... Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt
not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above,
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God...”

Exodus 34:14, “For thou shalt worship no other god: for the Lord, whose name is Jealous,
is a jealous God:”

It is this aspect of God which led him to forbid the worship to other gods.

Exodus 20:23, “Ye shall not make with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto
you gods of gold.”

Exodus 23:13, “And in all things that I have said unto you be circumspect: and make
no mention of the name of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy mouth.”

So serious was the sin of idolatry that God pronounced the death penalty for any Israelite who
was caught in the rebellious act, (Deuteronomy 17:2-5).

J. God is Just
John 5:29-30, “And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life;
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. I can of mine own self do
nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but
the will of the Father which hath sent me.”

Romans 3:23-26, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission
of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time his
righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”

K. God is an Avenger
Romans 12:19, “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath:
for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.”
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I Thessalonians 6-9, “...it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that
trouble you; And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;”

IV. What does this mean for me?

A. These traits of the God who created the world are balanced and appropriate.
Romans 11:12, “Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell,
severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also
shalt be cut off.”

While the jealousy, justice and severity of God is enough to bring us to our knees in fear and
humility, his love, mercy and patience serve to give peace and security to those who obey him.
As John put it, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love him, because he first loved us.”
(1 John 4:18-19)

B. We must strive to achieve his righteousness in our lives.
God told the Israelites, Exodus 20:7, “Thou shalt not take (or wear) the name of the Lord thy
God in vain...” Then Jesus taught that we are to “seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness...” (Matthew 6:33). 

While we can never attain to the flawless likeness of God, we must rise to the challenge of
obedience to the mighty one, the holy one, the greatest of all. Then, in his redeemer, Jesus
Christ, we can have hope. 

C. Who is God?
He is the God who, since he has spoken, we can obey and know we are pleasing in our lives.

He is the God who, because he hears, sees and loves, will hear the petitions of those who love
and obey him, to help us through the most challenging times.

He is the God who, through his sacrifice and power, will give eternal life to all who obey him.

He is the God who, in his righteousness and justice, will condemn for eternity all who do not
know him and all who do not obey him.

He is the God who we want on our side. Remember Romans 8:31-32, “...If God be for us, who
can be against us?  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how
shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
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Larry and his wife Cheryl live in Mountain Grove, Missouri. Larry labored for many years with the church there and
began work with the church in Fordland, Missouri in 1998. Larry works a secular job in addition to preaching the
gospel.

Who Is Jesus?
Larry Yarber

When Jesus came into the coast of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, some say that
thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.
He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.  (Matthew 16: 13-16).

Our eternal salvation will be based, at least in part, on who we acknowledge Jesus to be. Yet, at
the same time, it does not affect his true identity. Jesus is who he is regardless of what we choose
to believe. Thus, the question before us is not “Who do men say that Jesus is” but “Who is Jesus”?

RELIABLE EVIDENCE

The only way to establish the true identity of any famous person is to go to a reliable record and
see what it says about them. We have such a record of Jesus Christ in the Bible. It is a library of
66 books written by about 40 different men over a period of approximately 1500 years. He is the
central figure of these writings. The story of his generations is contained in it (Matthew 1:1). Our
dilemma isn't concerning the source of information but is the source of our information credible?

First, let’s point out that the Bible claims to be the word of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17). For this claim
to be true we must assume or prove the existence of God. If there is no God then the Bible is false
and not a reliable record. The Bible says that if a man denies the existence of God he is a
“…fool…” (Psalm 53:1). It also states that his Godhead and power are seen through the things he
has made so that they are “…without excuse” (Romans 1:20). The Hebrew writer wrote  “For every
house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God” (Hebrews 3:4). The Psalmist
penned “The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament sheweth his handywork” (Psalm
19:1). Let’s put all of this into perspective. To see a house and then to say it was the result of
some accident instead of the work of some intelligent being is without excuse and the ramblings
of a fool. The cosmological and the teleological arguments for the existence of God are irrefutable.
There is a God. The universe declares it to be so. 

Secondly, the credibility of the Bible is established within it’s own pages. Moses told about life
being in the blood centuries before the scientific world discovered this medical fact (Leviticus
17:11). He also wrote about the existence of the Hittite people in the Patriarchal Age when
historians denied this archeological fact (Genesis 26:34). Isaiah named Cyrus as the deliverer 160
years before he appeared on the scene. (Isaiah 44:28). Only divine inspiration can explain this
scientific, historic, and prophetic knowledge which was unknown to the world at the time it was
written. One can only conclude that the Bible is reliable and accurate. 
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We can conclude then that the credibility of the record isn't the problem but that the record is
overlooked due to ignorance, prejudiced, and biased opinions of those in the academic world.

WHAT DO MEN SAY?

Jesus has always been a controversial figure and will undoubtedly continue to be. We know that
he was a real person because in addition to the Biblical account some secular historians have
made reference to him. Even our own method of dating is centered on his birth. But what do
people have to say about him?

For the most part people of today have the same perspective of Jesus as those of his own day
and age. Some at that time thought Jesus to be John the Baptist, Elias, Jeremias, or one of the
other prophets (Matthew 16:14). Herod seems to have started this rumor about John (Mark 6:14-
18). Since he had murdered John his own guilty conscience appears to have convinced him that
Jesus was the reincarnated John. Some may have thought that he was Elijah because of
Malachi’s prophecy (Malachi 4:5-6). However, Malachi wasn’t speaking about a literal appearance
of Elijah but of one who would come in the spirit and power of Elijah. This was fulfilled in John, not
Jesus (Matthew 11:12-14). Others may have believed that he was Jeremiah because they both
had the same compassionate attitude (Luke 19:41 and Jeremiah 9:1). We can only speculate as
to why they thought he was one of the other prophets. Then there were some, like those of today,
who said, “…he is a good man…” (John 7:12). They didn’t believe in his deity but called him “…the
carpenters son…” (Matthew 13:55). His brothers didn’t even believe in him (John 7:5). 

Then there were his critics. Like many of today they perceived him to be evil. They said he was
a Samaritan possessed by a devil (John 8:48); a deceiver (John 7:12); and a winebibber and
glutton, a friend of publicans and sinners (Matthew 11:19). Some today have even accused him
of being a homosexual because he chose celibacy. ABC recently aired a program hosted by Peter
Jennings and entitled “In Search of Jesus”. It was not a search for the true identity of Jesus but
a display of intellectual dishonesty from those who claim to be so objective. They sought to distort,
misrepresent, and ridicule the true record. Their phobia of Christ, Christianity, and His followers
is unlimited. Their perspective of Jesus and his followers is as intolerant as that of those who
crucified the Lord. 

WHO IS JESUS?

The Bible supplies us with a great list of witnesses to Jesus’ deity. The prophet of old said he
would be called “…Emmanuel…” “…God with us…” (Matthew 1:23). Gabriel, an angel of God said
he would be called “…the Son of the Highest…” (Luke 1:32) and “…the Son of God” (Luke 1:35).
Peter said, “…thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). Martha said that she
believed that he was “…the Christ, the Son of God…” (John 11:27). The Ethiopian Eunuch said,
“…I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” (Acts 8:37). And when he appeared to the
disciples after his crucifixion doubting Thomas said “…my Lord and my God” (John 20:27-28). This
is all in keeping with our Lord’s own admission that he was the “Son of God” (John 10:36).

There were also hostile witnessed to his deity. The devils said he was the “…Son of God…”
(Matthew 8:28-29). The thief on the cross called him “…Lord…” (Luke 23:39-43): and the Roman
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centurion, as well as those that were with him said, “…truly this was the Son of God” (Matthew
27:54). 

There is no doubt but that Jesus was and is who he claimed to be. He proved this to be the case
by the miracles that he performed. They have been recorded that we “…might believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God…” (John 20:30-31). He rebuked the wind and the sea and they
obeyed him (Matthew 8:23-27). He told John’s disciples “The blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the
gospel preached unto them” (Matthew 11:5). What greater testimony to his deity could be found?

Many of today’s scholars ridicule the miracles that he did and those who believe in them. They
think that they can intimidate others into rejecting the deity of Jesus. At the same time these
academic wizards embrace their own foolish miracles. They believe that fish turn into men. What
a miracle! They believe an accidental explosion created an orderly world with countless forms of
life and somehow sustains itself. What a miracle! You tell me, who’s kidding whom?

Jesus also referred to himself as the “…Son of Man…”(Matthew 16:13). He was the son of man
in that he was “…made of a woman…” (Galatians 4:4); he became flesh and blood like you and
I and was subject to the same sufferings that we experience (Hebrews 2:14-18); and he was
tempted like you and I are, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:14-16). Jesus risked his eternal existence
by becoming flesh and blood to die for us that we might live (Philippians 2:6-8). Sin could have
cost him his eternal existence but still he came (Romans 6:23). 

CONCLUSION

Since Jesus is who he claimed to be, the Son of God, we are left with some serious implications.
This means that all the other claims he made about himself are true too. He is “…the light of the
world…”(John 8:12); “…the door of the sheep” (John 10:7); “…the good shepherd…” (John 10:11);
“…the resurrection…” (John 11:25); and “…the way, the truth, and the life…” (John 14:6). All this
means that Jesus is the only means of salvation for all men of all ages. Every other way is false.
This may seem to be harsh and cruel but what is really harsh and cruel is to know the truth and
to hide it from others thus condemning them to eternal punishment. Now let me ask you “Who is
Jesus”?
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Who Is The Holy Spirit?
Perry B. Cotham

A question of great interest in the religious world has long been concerning the Holy Spirit (often
translated the “Holy Ghost” in the King James Version). Many are ignorant of the teaching of the
Scriptures on this subject. No subject of such importance to the salvation of man is more confused
in the minds of the common people. Much false teaching is done about the Spirit. A misconception
of the Holy Spirit and His work leads to all kinds of religious errors. All that we can learn about the
Spirit must come from the Holy Scriptures, but often what the Bible teaches does not seem to
matter; only how one feels is important. Our study is the question: “Who is the Holy Spirit?” We
want to note  who He is and how He operates on the heart of man for his salvation.

HOLY SPIRIT, A PERSON

It is of primary importance that we understand that the Holy Spirit is a Person, a member of the
Godhead (Acts 17:29; Romans 1:20). There is only one God, or Deity (Deuteronomy 4:39), but
He consists of three distinct personalities: (1) the Father [1 Peter 1:2; 2 Peter 1:17], (2) the Son
[John 1:1-3, 14; Hebrews 1:8], and (3) the Holy Spirit [Acts 5:3-4; Hebrews 9:14]. There is one
divine nature, but not only one Person is in the Godhead. All three Persons are mentioned in
Matthew 28:19 when Jesus said to His disciples to go and teach all nations, “baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” All three are also mentioned at the
close of Paul’s second letter to the church at Corinth: “The grace of (1) the Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of (2) God, and the communion of (3) the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen” (2
Corinthians 13:14). Prior to our Lord’s leaving His apostles to return to the Father, He told them
of the coming of the “Comforter,” the Holy Spirit, and spoke of Him as a person, using the
masculine personal pronoun, “he.” 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he
will show you things to come. He shall glorify me; for he shall receive of mine, and
shall show it unto you (John 16:13-14).

Eight times in these two verses the word “he” is used (cf. John 16:7-8). Likewise, in the language
of Christ recorded in John 14:16, all three Persons of the Godhead are mentioned:
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And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may
abide with you forever.

The Holy Spirit is not some impersonal influence, or force, therefore, emanating from God the
Father; He is Deity. (In the KJV the neuter pronoun is used in Romans 8:16, 26, but this is
corrected in the ASV. It is not “itself” but “himself,” This is true also in the NKJV and in the NASB.)
Among other passages of Scripture that show the plurality of the one true and living God are
Genesis 1:1, 2, 26. (Note the words “us” and “our” in verse 26.) The eternal Spirit had a part in the
creation of the universe and man, along with the Father and the Son (cf. Colossians 1:16-17). 

The Holy Spirit is a divine Person, for things are said of Him which can only be said of a
personality. For example:

1. The Holy spirit has a mind: “the mind of the Spirit” (Romans 8:27). Mind is an attribute of
personality.

2. The Spirit can be grieved: “grieve not the Holy Spirit of God” (Ephesians 4:30).
3. The Spirit searcheth “the deep things of God;” He knows “the things of God” (1 Corinthians

2:10-11).
4. The Spirit sees and knows our lives at all times (Psalm 139:7-17; cf. Proverbs 15:3;

Hebrews 4:13). “Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy
Presence?” (Psalm 139:7, ASV).

5. The Spirit can be lied to: “why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost?” (Acts
5:3).

6. The Spirit can be spoken against or blasphemed: “but the blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men” (Matthew 12:31-32; cf. Mark 3:28-30).

7. The Spirit can be resisted: “ye do always resist the Holy Ghost” (Acts 7:51).
8. The Spirit can be quenched: “Quench not the Spirit” (1 Thessalonians 5:19).
9. The Spirit speaks: “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly” (1 Timothy 4:1). Revelation 2:7,

“…hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”

REVEALED SCHEME OF REDEMPTION

God’s will is revealed to man through men inspired by the Holy Spirit. This is how God teaches
man about salvation. Peter affirmed of the prophets of the Old Testament times that “holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Peter 1:21). Nehemiah declared that God
“testifiedst against them [the people of that time, PBC] by thy Spirit through thy prophets”
(Nehemiah 9:30, ASV). The teaching was not given to man in a direct way; it was through the
prophets.

David said concerning his teaching: “The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my
tongue” (2 Samuel 23:2). Peter referred to a prophecy made by David about Judas betraying
Christ and called it Scripture, and said it was given by the Holy Spirit.

Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy
Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to
them that took Jesus (Acts 1:16; cf. Mark 12:36).
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So the Holy Spirit gave this prophecy by David, an inspired man. It did not come just from “the will
of man” (2 Peter 1:20-21).

Paul, while a prisoner in Rome, speaking to his own Jewish brethren of the flesh, said: “Well spake
the Holy Spirit through Isaiah the prophet unto your fathers, saying…” (Acts 28:25-26, ASV). Thus
Isaiah’s writings were given to him by the Holy Spirit (cf. Jeremiah 1:7). God also said to Jeremiah,
“Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth” (Jeremiah 1:9).

Before Jesus went to the cross to die for the sins of the whole world, as a gift of God’s great love
for man (John 3:16; Hebrews 2:9), He said to His chosen apostles that He would send to them the
Holy Spirit to guide them “into all truth” (John 16:13). They were to wait in the city of Jerusalem
to receive this coming of the “power” of the Spirit (Luke 24:49). This was called the baptism of the
Holy Ghost (Acts 1:5, 8; cf. Matthew 3:11), an overwhelming of the “power” of the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the day of Pentecost (an Old Testament feast day), the
first day of the week, following the resurrection and the ascension of Christ. Luke records:

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them
cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance (Acts 2:1-4).

When we read the entire second chapter of Acts, we see the preaching that was done by the
power of the Spirit through Peter and the results that followed. About “three thousand souls” heard
the Word, were convicted of sins, believed in Christ, repented, and were baptized for the remission
of their sins, and were thus added by the Lord to His church (Acts 2:36-41,47).

Besides being able to speak in languages they had not learned (Acts 2:4-8), the power of the Spirit
of God enabled the apostles to perform many miracles to confirm their word as being divine Truth.
“…many wonders and signs were done by the apostles” (Acts 2:43; cf. 5:12; Hebrews 2:4). Such
miracles as healing the sick and raising the dead were done (Acts 3:1-11; 5:15-16; 9:32-41; 20:9-
10). Thus, the work of the Holy Spirit at the beginning of the Christian Age was to reveal the Truth
and confirm it for man’s salvation. This Truth had been in the mind of God from all eternity past
(cf. 1 Corinthians 2:4-13; Ephesians 3:3-5, 9-11). Mark closes his book on the life of Christ by
stating what the apostles did after Christ’s ascension:

So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and
sat on the right hand of God. And they went forth, and preached every where, the
Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen (Mark
16:19-20).



Who Is The Holy Spirit? Perry B. Cotham

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 4

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is not
be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

ALL SCRIPTURE INSPIRED OF GOD

So, not only did the Holy Spirit reveal and record the teaching of God in the Old Testament days,
but He also inspired men to speak and write the teaching of the Lord for the Christian Age in the
New Testament (cf. Hebrews 9:15). Thus Paul wrote:

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness that the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

The Spirit guided the apostle John in writing the book of Revelation (Revelation 1:19), and at the
close of each one of the letters to the seven churches it is stated: “He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit sayeth unto the churches” (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22). The Spirit
said these things to the churches through the words of these letters. When the whole Truth was
given by the “holy apostles and prophets” (Ephesians 3:3-5), Jude’s admonition, therefore, to all
Christians for all time was (and still is) appropriate: “…ye should earnestly contend for the faith
which was once (once for all, ASV) delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3).

Thus, the truths of Christianity, as recorded in the New Testament, did not come from men
uninspired; they came from men inspired of the Spirit. Paul said that the message he preached
was “not after man,” “neither received” of man, nor “taught” to him by man, but it came “by the
revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:11-12). So in the Bible we have the Truth, the whole Truth,
and nothing but the Truth, given by writers inspired by the Holy Spirit. This Truth is able to make
one free when he believes it and obeys it (John 8:31-32; Acts 6:7).

CORNELIUS AND HIS HOUSEHOLD

It is also necessary to understand that when God, in His plan for man’s salvation, was ready to
give the Gospel to the Gentiles that Peter was selected to go and preach to the house of Cornelius
(Acts 10). Peter learned from God that he “should not call any man common or unclean” (Acts
10:28). Six Jewish brethren accompanied him on the trip from Joppa to Caesarea. Peter declared
to the people that “God is no respecter of persons” (vss. 34-35). As Peter was speaking, the
baptism of the Holy Spirit came to the Gentiles, as happened to the apostles on Pentecost (vss.
44-45; Acts 11:15). This was to prove to the Jews that the Lord wanted the Gospel to go to the
Gentiles on the same terms as to the Jews. So, as believers in Christ, Cornelius and those of his
household were baptized in water for the remission of their sins (vs. 48). Later, when Peter came
to Jerusalem, he explained all of this “by order” unto his Jewish brethren, and they, when they
learned what this meant, “glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted
repentance unto life” (Acts 11:1-18). This event at the house of Cornelius was never repeated.

The apostles on Pentecost and those at the house of Cornelius are the only two recorded
examples of Holy Spirit baptism in the New Testament. We know, however, by implication that the
Lord gave to the apostle Paul the baptism of the Spirit, as he was “not a whit behind the chiefest
apostles” (2 Corinthians 11:5; 12:12). He was an apostle especially to go unto the Gentiles (cf. 1
Corinthians 9:1; 15:8-10; Galatians 1:1). There is no apostle living today, and no one has the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, for no one possesses the powers of the apostles. Besides, all truth has
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been given, and living apostles are not necessary. Some thirty or more years after Pentecost Paul
wrote that there is “one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5). This is water baptism, a burial and a
resurrection, for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 10:47-48; 22:16; Romans 6:3-4). It is the baptism
of the great commission of Christ and will last unto the end of time (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark
16:15-16).

MIRACULOUS GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT

It is also essential in this study that we understand the subject of miraculous gifts as bestowed by
the hands of the apostles. The first recorded account of this after the church was established is
in Acts 6:6, of the seven men who were selected to “serve tables” “in the daily ministration” of food
for widows (vss. 1-5). After this, “Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles
among the people” (vs. 8). Philip also “went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto
them” and confirmed his message by “the miracles which he did” (Acts 8:5-6). Many “were
baptized, both men and women” (vs. 12), even Simon, a former sorcerer (vss. 9-13). Later two
apostles came and bestowed on the new members of the church miraculous gifts. Philip could not
impart these gifts.

Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of
God, they sent unto them Peter and John: who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that
they might receive the Holy Ghost: (for as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received
the Holy Ghost (Acts 8:14-17).

As we continue to read this account, we note that Simon wanted to buy this power from the
apostles, but this was denied him, and he was told to “repent” and “pray” to God that he might be
forgiven (Acts 8:18-24).

And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost
was given, he offered them money, saying, Give me also this power, that on
whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost (Acts 8:18-19).

Another record is given in Acts 19 of new converts being given miraculous gifts by the apostle Paul
in the city of Ephesus. He came there and found “certain disciples” who had been wrongly taught
concerning John’s baptism (maybe by Apollos, Acts 18:24-26), and he asked them a question:
“Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” (Acts 19:1-2).

And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy
Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said,
Unto John’s baptism. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of
repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the
Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. And all
the men were about twelve (Acts 19:2-7).
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They did not have any of these miraculous gifts until Paul laid his hands upon them and conferred
these gifts. These gifts were bestowed after their baptism in Christ (Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:26-
27).

Timothy had a gift. Paul told him to “stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my
hands” (2 Timothy 1:6). Paul in his letter to the church at Rome expressed his desire to come
there, “that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift…” (Romans 1:11). These miraculous gifts
were necessary in the early congregations before the complete, written New Testament was given.
There is no record of any one except an apostle of Jesus Christ bestowing these gifts.

The church at Corinth had miraculous gifts of the Spirit, and Paul, in his first letter to them, gave
three chapters concerning the purpose and proper use of them, and when they would cease (1
Corinthians 12, 13, 14). Not all were given the same gift, or maybe some did not have any gift at
all; but the purpose of these gifts was for the edification, or building up of the church and not for
one’s own personal enjoyment. Moreover, Paul declared that these gifts would soon cease, “when
that which is perfect [the complete will of God revealed and recorded, PBC] is come” (1
Corinthians 13:10). In the meantime, all should desire “charity,” or Christian love, as it will abide,
along with faith and hope (vs. 13). At that time all along Truth was being given, part by part, but
charity will never fail. Note Paul’s language:

Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there
be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For
we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come,
then that which is in part shall be done away (1 Corinthians 13:8-10).

In Ephesians 4:7-13, Paul states that the ascended Christ gave “gifts unto men…for the edifying
of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith.” “The faith” is the full Gospel of the
Lord (cf. Galatians 1:23; Jude 3). So when the last apostle died and the last man died upon whom
an apostle had laid his hands, these miraculous gifts ceased. These gifts have ceased, and no one
today possesses any of them, regardless of claims that may be made.

THE AGENCY OF THE SPIRIT IN CONVERSION

At this point in our study we need to note how the Holy Spirit operates in the heart of man for his
conversion and sanctification. The Spirit does have an influence on man, but it is only through His
divinely-given Message. The Gospel is God’s power to save. Paul declared:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek
(Romans 1:16).

One must be “born of the Spirit” (John 3:5). But how is it done? It is by the Word of God. Peter
wrote:
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Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth forever…And this is the word which by the gospel is
preached unto you (1 Peter 1:23, 25).

James 1:18 reads, “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth….”  James 1:21 says that
the Word of God “is able to save your souls.” David wrote: “The law of the Lord is perfect,
converting the soul” (Psalm 19:7). Paul said to the Corinthians, “…I have begotten you through
the gospel” (1 Corinthians 4:15; cf. 2:1-2; Acts 18:1-8). But the Holy Spirit is the author of the
Gospel. So this is how every person is begotten or born of the Spirit. The Spirit never converts any
man without the Word. Conversion is never done is some direct, mysterious, or miraculous way.

Christ taught that the Word of God is the seed of the kingdom: “The seed is the word of God”
(Luke 8:11). Christians are to use the “sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians
6:17). “For the word of God is quick, and powerful [living and active, ASV], and sharper than any
two-edged sword…” (Hebrews 4:12).

We should always remember that when an act is said to have been performed by a person and
by a certain instrument, it is clearly understood that the person did the act, but he used the
instrument as a means. Hence, when we read in Scripture that one is begotten or born of the Spirit
and that one is begotten or born of the Word, it must be understood that the Holy Spirit does this
by means of the Word. As an illustration of this, let us note two sentences: “Mr. Doe cut down his
tree.” “The axe cut down the tree.” Both statements are true. Doe, the man, exerted his power
indirectly through an instrument, the axe, to cut down the tree. So, the Word of God is the
Instrument employed by the Holy Spirit (a Person) in dealing with the hearts of men, in conviction,
conversion, leading, and guidance. The Holy Spirit acts through, or by means of the Word of God.
Let us notice some more statements of Scripture. A sinner must be quickened from sin. “And you
hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). But how is the sinner
quickened? He is quickened by the Holy Spirit through the Word. “I will never forget thy precepts
for with them thou has quickened me” (Psalm 119:93); “…for thy word hath quickened me” (vs.
50). On the day of Pentecost the Word preached by Peter, who was inspired of the Holy Spirit,
pierced hearts: “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart…” (Acts 2:37). Jesus
declared: “It is the spirit [Spirit, NASB, NKJV] that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing: the words
that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). The words of Jesus were the
teachings of the Holy Spirit. The words give life.

Again, one needs faith, “but without faith it impossible to please” God (Hebrews 11:6). But how
does faith come? It comes by the Word of God. “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God” (Romans 10:17). John wrote about the life of Christ, and he said, “…these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might
have life through his name: (John 20:31; cf. Acts 15:7).

One must be sanctified. But how is it done? One is sanctified by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:11),
or “through” the Spirit and by “belief of the truth” (2 Thessalonians 2:13; cf. 1 Peter 1:2). Jesus
said: “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17).
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One must be called. But how is a person called? He is called by the Gospel: “Whereunto he called
you by our gospel…” (2 Thessalonians 2:14).

One must be drawn to the Lord. But how is it done? He is drawn by the teaching of the Word. Note
the words of Jesus:

No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will
raise him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught
of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me (John 6:44-45).

The man who hears and learns comes to the Lord, but he cannot come unless he is drawn. God
draws him, therefore, by the teaching of the Word of God.

Furthermore, a Christian needs to be enlightened; he needs understanding and guidance. But how
does this come? It is through the inspired Word of God. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105). “The entrance of thy words giveth light, it giveth
understanding unto the simple” (Psalm 119:130). “…the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes” (Psalm 19:8). “Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive
me to glory” (Psalm 73:24). This is how one is led by the Holy Spirit. “For as many as are led by
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14). They are led by the Word of God, the
Spirit’s message. The Spirit leads, guides, and directs through the Word.
Christians need to grow and become strong in the Lord. But how does spiritual strength come?
Paul desired of the Ephesian brethren that the “be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the
inner man” (Ephesians 3:16). But how does the Spirit do this? Peter advised the new converts:
“As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Peter 2:2).
David wrote: “Strengthen thou me according unto thy word” (Psalm 119:28). Paul said to the
elders of the church at Ephesus: “I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is
able to build you up…” (Acts 20:32). Jesus in His temptation replied to Satan. “Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).

Thus, the Holy Spirit accomplishes His work in the hearts of men by using an Instrument, the
inspired Word of God. He does not work directly, miraculously upon the minds of people, over and
above and in addition to the Word, for one’s salvation. If He did, that would remove human
responsibility; and God would be a “respecter of persons” if He did not send this direct power upon
all people. But the Lord is not a “respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11; Colossians
3:25). People are convicted of sin, converted to the Lord, led, guided, and directed in living the
Christian life by the Spirit acting through the Word. He has “given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3) in His Word. 

INDWELLING OF THE SPIRIT

Deity dwells in the hearts of faithful children of God. “God dwelleth in us” (1 John 4:12, 15). “Christ
in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27); “the Holy Ghost which is in you…” (1 Corinthians
6:19; 3:16). In neither one of these cases does the Bible teach a direct, literal, personal indwelling.
The Bible explains how Christ dwells in Christians; it is “by faith” (Ephesians 3:17), and faith
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comes by hearing “the word of God” (Romans 10:17). God the Father and God the Holy Spirit
dwell in Christians the same way that God the Son dwells in them. It is “by faith,” representatively.
Christ dwells in Christians when His teachings control their lives in their obedience to his Word
(John 14:23). The Spirit indwells the faithful child of God only through his obedience to the inspired
Word. Ephesians 5:18-19 and Colossians 3:16 are parallel statements; they mean the same: “…be
filled with the Spirit…let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.”

An example of a child of God having a non-miraculous indwelling of the Holy Spirit and yet not
having any miraculous gift of the Spirit, in the church in Jerusalem, is found in the account of the
selection of seven men to serve tables. Among the men selected was Stephen. Stephen was “a
man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 6:3, 5). Then after the selection was made, the
apostles laid their hands on all of them and imparted the miraculous gifts of the Spirit (vs. 6). Then
later we read that Stephen, with this miraculous power of the Spirit, “did great wonders and
miracles among the people” (vs. 8). [Philip also had this power and wrought miracles in Samaria,
Acts 8:5ff.] But Stephen was a spiritual man prior to the time the apostles laid their hands on him.
Thus, Christians today, by faithful obedience to the Word, have the “fruit-bearing” power, or
influence, of the Holy Spirit in their lives (Galatians 5:22-23). But they do not have (1) the baptism
of the Holy Spirit, or (2) any of the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, or (3) a literal, personal, direct
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in their physical bodies. Paul said he had the Philippian saints in his
“heart” (Philippians 1:7). But they were not in his heart literally, personally.

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

After baptism of the believing penitent for the remission of sins, one receives “the gift of the Holy
Ghost” (Acts 2:38). A parallel to this is in Peter’s second recorded sermon, where it is stated that
one receives “seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19, ASV), after his sins
have been “blotted out,” or forgiven. This means the spiritual blessings found in Christ, for “all
spiritual blessings” are “in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). A person is “baptized into Jesus Christ”
(Romans 6:3; Galatians 3:27). Every obedient child of God then, after his baptism, receives the
blessings provided by the Spirit in this life, and if he is faithful to the end of life’s earthly journey,
he will receive “eternal life” (Mark 10:30). “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23; cf. Revelation 2:10). This is in harmony
with God’s covenant which He made with Abraham that through his seed (Christ) all the nations
of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3:14, 16).

CONCLUSION

The study of the Person of the Holy Spirit and His work for man’s salvation is not a great mystery,
as many have thought. God the Father planned the scheme of redemption; God the Son came into
the world and died on the cross, shedding His blood for all mankind, and God the Holy Spirit came
in power to reveal the Gospel plan of salvation, to confirm it, and to record it for all future
generations. We have noted three measures, or “manifestations,” or portions of power, which the
Spirit provided in this work. (Christ possessed the Spirit without measure [John 3:34; cf. Acts
10:38].) (1) The apostles and Cornelius received the baptismal measure of the Holy Spirit
(including Paul). (2) Some of the early Christians received a measure of the Spirit to perform
certain works, necessary to assist the early church in its growth; this was the miraculous gifted-
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measure of power, always bestowed by an apostle, and not handed down to someone else. (3)
Obedient children of God had the fruit-bearing measure or influence of the Spirit, which was not
miraculous, often called the non-miraculous measure of the Holy Spirit. But all miraculous powers
of the Spirit have ceased, as all the Truth has been given and recorded.

Our duty now is to preach and teach the Word of God and to live the Christian life, as directed by
the Spirit through His Word. The Spirit operates on the heart of man for his conviction, conversion,
and sanctification only through the Gospel. Therefore, let us “preach the word” (2 Timothy 4:1-2).
If a person today will hear the Gospel, believe it, and obey it, he will be born again by the teaching
of the Holy Spirit. When he is baptized in water, he will be saved from his past sins. In this way
he is added by the Lord to His church (Acts 2:36-47). For, when believing penitents confess their
faith in Christ and are immersed in water for the remission (forgiveness) of their sins, in obedience
to apostolic precept (Acts 8:35-39), they are acting under the guidance, direction, and influence
of the Holy Spirit. When Christians worship and endeavor to live the Christian life, as the Bible
teaches, they are being led, guided, and directed by the Holy Spirit through the Word. Finally
heaven will be their eternal home.

Thus we have noted in this study who the Holy Spirit is and how He operates today on the hearts
of mankind for their salvation as taught in the Holy Scriptures. 
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James and his wife Beverly live in Knoxville, Tennessee where James is the director of the East Tennessee School
of Preaching. James has preached in hundreds of gospel meetings and lectureships throughout the United States
and has done mission work in Russia. He has authored 36 Bible study books.

What Is The Bible?
James Meadows

INTRODUCTION

The 39th Street Lectures continue to be one of the finest in the land. Each year the lectures deal
with lessons people need to hear and are relevant to our time. Jack Williams, and the elders of
the 39th Street Church of Christ are to be commended for deciding to discuss “Christian
Evidences” this year.

It is my responsibility to discuss “What Is The Bible?” The method we plan to use in discussing this
vital subject is as follows: (1) The Bible Is The Word of God: It Claims To Be; (2) The Bible Is The
Word of God: The Evidence Supports It; (3) The Bible Is The Word of God: It Meets Human
Needs; and (4) Conclusion.

THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD: IT CLAIMS TO BE

Since the Bible was written there have been varied reactions to it. Some have hated it because
it condemned their false teachings and wicked lives. Some have been indifferent to it because they
feel it is a “back number” and is of no value to the people in this century. Still others love the Bible
and believe it with all their heart because they believe it to be the inspired word of God (2 Peter
1:20-21).

The Bible claims to be the Word of God. Many consider this to be arguing in circles. “You believe
the Bible because it claims to be the word of God, and you believe this claim because it is the
Word of God.” But the claim of a person or book is just part of the evidence, if the Bible did not
make the claim, then one would be making a claim for it which it does not make for itself. What
are its claims?

First, it claims to have come from God. Basically these claims amount to a declaration that the
Bible is a disclosure of God’s will and way to the world. If one accepts the Bible’s claim to be God’s
word, and to be true, then one believes that it may be studied and interpreted with the result that
one knows the will of God. If one refuses to accept the claim, or modifies it in some way, then the
nature of the contents of the Bible become open to doubt and controversy.

Second, the Old Testament abounds with claims that the Bible is the word of God. Such
expressions as “God spake,” “the Lord testified saying,” etc., appear 2500 times in the Old
Testament. It appears 100 times in Jeremiah and 28 times in Isaiah.
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Third, the New Testament likewise abounds with claims that the Bible is the Word of God. It claims
to be a record of things Jesus did: “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name” (John 20:30-
31).

It claims to be the truth that the Holy Spirit revealed unto the apostles that they spoke and wrote
(John 14:26, 15:26, 16:13; Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8, 2:1-4).

It claims to be the mind of God spoken in words chosen by God:

Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this
world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the
wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before
the world unto our glory: Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written, Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto
us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For
what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? Even
so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received,
not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the
things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing
spiritual things with spiritual (1 Corinthians 2:6-13).

It claims to be inspired of God: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

It claims to be given by men moved by the Holy Spirit (although this refers primarily to the Old
Testament the truth revealed is applicable to the New Testament). “Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter
1:20-21).

It claims to be the perfect, complete will of God. Miracles were to cease “when that which is
perfect is come…” (1 Corinthians 13:10) and when the faith was a complete unit (Ephesians 4:13-
14). We are to earnestly contend for “the faith once delivered” (Jude 3).

Either the Bible is what it claims to be or it is the greatest fraud man has ever known. Such claims
challenge one to complete faith and surrender or complete rejection.
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THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD: THE EVIDENCE SUPPORTS IT

No belief is required without sufficient evidence. This is always the rule of the Bible itself. God told
Moses that Pharaoh would say, “Shew a miracle…” (Exodus 7:9). Aaron was to cast his rod before
Pharaoh and it would become a serpent. Jesus did works that none other man had ever done as
proof he was from God (John 15:22,24). John selected at least seven miracles that Jesus did to
convince men that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” (John 20:30-31). To whatever extent your
faith is not rational then to that same extent you cannot defend it.

First, the indestructibility of the Bible proves it to be from God. “Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shall not pass away (Matthew 24:35). Peter said the word of God “liveth and abideth
forever…” (1 Peter 1:23,25). Diocletion (284-305) decreed that the Scriptures be destroyed, but
in 330 A.D. Constantine made Christianity the state religion. Voltaire, the French infidel, boasted
that in a century no Bible would be on earth. In 1978, twenty-five years before he died, the British
Bible Society used his presses to print the Bible. Robert Ingersoll (1853-1899), in his book the
“Mistakes of Moses,” boasted that in twenty-five years the Bible would be a forgotten book and
the church a forgotten institution. Ingersoll is dead, but the Bible and the church are still here.

Second, the unity of the Bible proves it to be the word of God. If a book contains perfect unity in
theme, purpose, and doctrine (the total situation which is beyond human production), then that
book must be the inspired, authoritative word of God. The Bible contains perfect unity in theme,
purpose and doctrine (beyond human production). The Bible must be the inspired, authoritative
word of God. 

The Bible was written by forty men over a period of 1500 years, in six different countries, and in
three different languages. Most of these men never saw each other, yet they produced a book in
which there is perfect unity. How does one explain this except they were all guided by God in the
message they received and wrote?

There is unity in the theme, the Bible’s basic message. The Old Testament rings with the message
that Christ is coming (cf. Gen. 3:15). The New Testament rings with the message that Christ has
come and that he is coming again. One need not be surprised that Christ is the theme of the Bible
when one realizes that Christ is pictured in every book in the Bible.

Christ the Theme of the Bible

In Genesis he is the Creator and Seed of Woman.
In Exodus he is the Lamb of God for sinners slain.
In Leviticus he is our High Priest.
In Numbers he is the Star of Jacob.
In Deuteronomy he is the Prophet like Moses.
In Joshua he is the Captain of the Lord’s hosts.
In Judges he is the messenger of Jehovah.
In Ruth he is our Kinsman Redeemer.
In Samuel he is the Despised and Rejected King.
In Kings and Chronicles he is the Lord of Lords and the King of Kings.
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In Ezra and Nehemiah he is the Lord of Heaven and Earth.
In Esther he is the Providence of God.
In Job he is our Risen and Returning Redeemer.
In Psalms he is the Blessed man, the Son of God, the coming one, the Reigning One, the leader
of Praise.
In Proverbs he is our Wisdom.
In Ecclesiastes he is the Forgotten Wise Man.
In Song of Solomon he is my Beloved.
In Isaiah he is our Suffering Substitute.
In Jeremiah he is the Lord of Righteousness.
In Lamentations he is the Man of Sorrows.
In Ezekiel he is the Throne Sitter.
In Daniel he is the Smiting Stone.
In Hosea he is the David’s Greater King.
In Joel he is the Lord of Bounty.
In Amos he is the Rescuer of Israel.
In Obadiah he is the Deliverer upon Mount Zion.
In Jonah he is the Buried and Risen Savior.
In Micah he is the Everlasting God.
In Nahum he is the Stronghold in the day of Wrath.
In Habakkuk he is the Anchor of our Faith.
In Zephaniah he is the Judge and Cleanser.
In Haggai he is the Lord of Presence and Power.
In Zechariah he is the Smitten Shepherd.
In Malachi he is the Sun of Righteousness.
In Matthew he is the King of the Jews.
In Mark he is the Servant of Jehovah.
In Luke he is the Perfect Son of Man.
In John he is the Son of God.
In Acts he is the Ascended Lord.
In Romans he is our Righteousness.
In 1 Corinthians he is the Firstfruits from the Dead.
In 2 Corinthians he is made Sin for us.
In Galatians he is the End of the Law.
In Ephesians he is our Armour.
In Philippians he is the Supplier of every Need.
In Colossians he is the Pre-eminent One.
In 1 Thessalonians he is our Returning Lord.
In 2 Thessalonians he is the World’s Merciful Judge.
In 1 Timothy he is the Mediator.
In 2 Timothy he is the Bestower of Crowns.
In Titus he is our Great God and Savior.
In Philemon he is the Father’s Partner.
In Hebrews he is the Rest of Faith and Fulfiller of Types.
In James he is the Lord of Sabbath.
In 1 Peter he is the Theme of Old Testament Prophecy.
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In 2 Peter he is the Long Suffering Savior.
In 1 John he is the Word of Life.
In 2 John he is the Target of Anti-Christ.
In 3 John he is the Personification of Truth.
In Jude he is the Believer’s Hope.
In Revelation he is the Loveable King and Lord.
  (Gleaned From Several Sources.)

There is unity in purpose. The purpose of the Bible is the glory of God and the salvation of man
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Five basic facts lead one to this conclusion: (1) The Bible meets
the need of human redemption (Genesis 1-3); (2) The Bible teaches that all accountable persons
are sinners (Romans 3:10,23); (3) The Bible teaches that redemption is only in and through Christ
(Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14; Romans 3:24); (4) The Old Testament points to Christ (Luke
24:47; John 5:39; Acts 28:23); and (5) the redemption of man from sin through Christ glorifies God
(Ephesians 1:6; 3:21; Romans 16:27).

Third, one of the strongest, most convincing evidences that the Bible is the word of God is
prophecy and its fulfillment. The prophecy of the Scripture is beyond human origin because of the
following characteristics: (1) Sufficient time lapse; (2) Specific; (3) Accuracy of fulfillment (100%);
(4) Impossibility of Artificial fulfillment.

There are over 360 Old Testament prophecies about Christ and all of them were fulfilled (Luke
24:44-48). The amazing prophecies of Isaiah 53 were made more than 700 years before the birth
of Christ. One college professor, trained in mathematics and astronomy, calculated the probability
of Christ’s accidentally fulfilling just eight Old Testament prophecies. He concluded that the odds
of such occurring were one to 1,000,000,000,000,000,000. But in Isaiah 53 we have more than
twenty prophecies about Christ. Could Isaiah have guessed these matters concerning Christ?
Absolutely not!

Isaiah 2:2-4 contains a prophecy regarding the beginning of the church in Jerusalem (cf. Acts 2:1-
47). Daniel prophesied about the establishment of the kingdom during the days of the Roman
Empire (Daniel 2:44-45). If the Bible contains prophecy that is beyond human production, then the
Bible is the inspired word of God. The Bible contains prophecy beyond human production.

THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD: IT MEETS HUMAN NEEDS

First, the Bible meets man’s spiritual needs. Spiritual needs suggests a spiritual state in which
something necessary is required of men to become whole again spiritually. Man has a spiritual
need which he himself cannot fulfill or understand fully. Since God made us this way, then God
must provide a way that these needs be met. These needs surpass the stage of pure intellectual
assent that God does exist. What are some of man’s basic needs and how does the Bible meet
them?

There is man’s desire to create a spiritual conception of God. The Bible presents a God who is
spirit (John 4:24), eternal (Psalms 41:13); creator (Romans 11:36), gracious (Hebrews 4:16), holy
(1 Samuel 2:2) and invisible (Job 9:11).
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Man desires clear and certain rulings about ethics. The Bible meets this need (Deuteronomy
30:11; John 7:17, 8:32; 2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Man seeks hope for his spiritual life, both in this life and for a future life of which he has always
speculated. The Bible does not fail man here. It tells man about God’s great love shown in the gift
of his Son (John 3:14-17). It tells man that Jesus Christ came to seek and save the lost (Luke
19:10). It tells man that he must believe and be baptized to be saved from his past sins (Mark
16:15-16). It tells man that he can be washed, sanctified and justified “in the name of the Lord
Jesus” (1 Corinthians 6:11). It tells man that if he will continue to walk in the light and confess his
sins they will be covered by the blood of Christ (1 John 1:7-10). It assures man that he will be
raised from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:22; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

Second, the Bible meets man’s emotional needs. The Bible is psychologically sound. Psychology
covers the inner workings of man’s mind and heart. The Bible will produce a sound mind when
followed rightly.

It deals with how we think. We become what we think (Proverbs 23:7). There is a need to guard
our thoughts (Proverbs 4:23). Thinking produces deeds either good or bad (Matthew 15:18-19).
The mind of Christ in us produces the right thinking process (Philippians 2:5).

It deals with how we feel which involves the emotions. Love begins with love for God (Matthew
22:37). This leads to love for others. Love demands hating some things. Christ hated the deeds
and doctrines of the Nicolaitanes (Revelation 2:6,15). The Bible guides the right kind of emotions
and warns against the wrong emotions. “Fret not thyself because of evil doers” (Psalms 37:1). It
is a mistake to let others and their evil actions determine our emotions. “Neither be envious”
(Psalms 37:1). Envy is more harmful to the one that is envious than the one that it is directed
toward.

Emotions have great effects on the body. “There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine
anger, neither is there any rest in my bones” (Psalms 38:3). “My wounds stink and are corrupt
because of my foolishness” (Psalms 38:5).

Sin brings guilt and guilt affects our emotions. “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash
me, and I shall be whiter than snow” (Psalms 51:7). Now consider sin and its effect on the
emotions: “Make me to hear joy and gladness (Psalms 51:8). How is this produced? “Hide thy face
from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities” (Psalms 51:9). “Restore unto me the joy of my
salvation” (Psalms 51:12). “My tongue shall sing” (Psalms 51:14.

Religion is not a psychological crutch. It is the only way of life leading to eternal piece of mind.
That way of life is revealed in the Bible.

CONCLUSION

What is the Bible? The Bible is the word of God because it claims to be, the evidence supports
it, and it meets human needs. Read it, believe it, love it, obey it, and it will lead you into the Garden
of God where the wealth of the eternal ages will be your portion.
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The Bible

Last Eve I paused beside a Blacksmith’s door
And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime,

Then looking in, I saw on the floor
Old hammers worn with beating years of time.

‘How many anvils have you had,’ said I,
‘to wear and batter all these hammers so?’

‘Just one,’ he said; then with a twinkling eye,
‘The anvil wears the hammers out you know.’

And so, I thought, the anvil of God’s word.
For ages skeptics blows have bear upon,

Yet though the noise of falling blows was heard,
The anvil is unharmed – the hammers gone!?
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Ron Cosby has been preaching the gospel for over 25 years. At present he is actively seeking to hold meetings with
small congregations that cannot afford to pay a preacher for evangelistic efforts in their community. He and his wife
own a catfish restaurant on Grand Lake, located 5 miles east of Disney, Oklahoma. They have three children and
four grandchildren. Ron is an instructor in the Online Academy of Biblical Studies.

Has Revelation From God Ended?
Ron Cosby

From the beginning of man, prophets of God have made known heaven’s will. Adam, Noah, Abraham
are just a few of the chosen. From the days of Moses to the days of Malachi, special prophets were
entrusted to present the oracles of God to Israel (Romans 3:2). After a silence of four hundred years,
God continued His revelatory process for almost one hundred years. He entrusted the holy apostles
and prophets to complete His revelation for the benefit of all men. This revelation was once for all
delivered in writing so it could be understood by succeeding  generations. Though they were fallible
men, they were guided by the Holy Spirit in making these vital truths known. Being so guided, they
produced an inerrant revelation. This infallible guide ceased in the first century. Since then, mankind
has had no further revelation from God.

In contrast, the Moslems, the Mormons, the Methodists and a host of other religious leaders act as
though the miraculous gift of revelation continues. They claim that they too, besides the chosen few
of the first century, have received new revelations, either as a supplement or as an illumination to the
inspired writings of the holy apostles and prophets.

It is my task to show that God’s revelatory and illuminative process was completed in the first century,
and that additional writings to the New Testament are simply the works of human origin.

PRELIMINARY CONCEPTS

God has revealed his will. Though the Holy Spirit made many things known unto the prophets of old,
the fullness of salvation was not revealed until the days of the apostles (Ephesians 3:3-5; 1 Peter
1:10-12). Notice how the inspired writers, Peter and Paul, connect the New Testament with those
things to which the Holy Spirit had, for centuries, pointed. This demonstrates one reason why the
gospel is called a “mystery,” not because it baffles or eludes the understanding, but because it is a
scheme which was formerly unknown but now revealed. The very word “reveal” means, to uncover,
lay open what has been veiled or covered up, to make known, make manifest, disclose what before
was unknown. God made manifest His plan of redemption.

God has revealed all his will. From Noah to John the Baptist, God was revealing line by line.
However, by the end of first century, He had revealed the totality of His plan. The mission of the Holy
Spirit to the Twelve was to guide them into all the truth (John 16:7-13), not some of the truth or most
of the truth, but all the truth. Near the end of the first century, Jude boldly declared that “... the faith ...
was once for all delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). “Once for all” comes from the idea of quite all, the
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whole, and, in the plural, all, all things. Before the first century, this could not be said, because God
had not yet made all things known. Jude’s “once for all” is equal to Paul’s “unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God” (Ephesians 4:13). Years before the writing of the book of Jude, Paul
made it clear that, at that very time, their knowledge of spiritual things was not yet full. He draws a
contrast between their present knowledge and the knowledge to come. He wrote, “For now we see
through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I
am known” (1 Corinthians 13:12). Notice how he compares the “now” with what was to take place.
The American Standard Verse gives Paul’s bold claim in the following words: “then shall I know fully.”
This time of knowing fully came to past in the first century after “all the truth” was “once for all delivered
unto the saints.”

God’s revelation can be understood. Paul speaks of the efficiency of God’s revelation (Ephesians
3:1-5). He made it clear that mankind could understand what he had written. It is understandable to
the extend that we can become Christians, live godly, worship in spirit and truth, serve heaven
faithfully, and avoid all false doctrine in each area of our spiritual endeavor (Ephesians 4:13-14). The
miraculous offices in the first century served to prevent error from permeating the body of Christ. Paul
predicted that “the unity of the faith” and “the knowledge” would help believers from being “tossed to
and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine” (Ephesians 4:14). One would have to
understand what Paul wrote in order to avoid this error. Some may pondered: If this is true, then why
couldn’t the Eunuch understand what was written? Why did he need some “man to guide” him (Acts
8:30-31)? At the time of the Eunuch’s conversion, the New Testament was not written. There was no
inspired record that had fully revealed the truth or had clarified what God had yet made fully known
(Ephesians 3:5). The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed, and the New Testament is the
Old Testament revealed. 

Ephesians 3:1-6 teaches that 1) God entrusted the apostle Paul with a special stewardship to the
Gentiles, 2) this stewardship included making known His will to all men, 3) Paul delivered in writing
all those things that had been revealed, 4) readers could gain an equal understanding with Paul of
what he had revealed, 5) in other ages, God purposely avoided revealing the totality of His scheme
of redemption, 6) in the days of Paul, God had fully revealed His scheme unto a chosen few,
designated as “holy apostles and prophets,” and 7) the Holy Spirit was the agent that made these
things known unto the chosen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS PREDICTED
A TIME WHEN GOD’S REVELATION WOULD CEASE

God’s prophets of old predicted a time when godly parents would be ashamed if their son claimed
the office of prophet (Zechariah 13:1-6). Such a claim was precocious and arrogant because,
according to Zechariah, God would “... cause the prophets ... to pass out of the land.” Since He had
no new message, He would not need a prophet. Therefore, sons who claimed to be God’s specially
guided messenger embarrassed themselves and their godly parents with these preposterous
falsehoods.
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Micah indicates that the time of the miraculous among the people of God would be limited to the
number of days that Israel was in the wilderness (Micah 7:15). This forty years lasted from the
beginning of the church (33 AD) until the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 

WHEN THE LAST APOSTLES DIED, THE MANNER OF RECEIVING SPIRITUAL GIFTS
CEASED; THUS, GOD’S REVELATION CEASED

Another logical method that leads us to the undeniable conclusion that all miracles, even revelation,
ceased in the first century is the manner of receiving spiritual gifts. With only two exceptions,
miraculously gifted Christians received their miraculous powers only by the laying on of the hands of
an apostle (Acts 8:14-22; 19:1-6; 2 Timothy 1:6; Romans 1:11; 1 Corinthians 9:2; 2 Corinthians
12:12; Galatians 3:3-5; ). Today, we have no living apostle; therefore, today, we have no spiritual gifts.

The Lord’s chosen apostles and the household of Cornelius were the only ones to receive the Holy
Spirit directly from heaven (Acts 2:1-4; 11:15). The wording of Acts 11:15 indicate that both were
extraordinary events.

PAUL PREDICTED A TIME WHEN GOD’S REVELATION WOULD CEASE

Paul clearly predicts a time when the miraculous endowment of 1) prophecies and 2) tongues and
3) knowledge which permeated the church in the first century would no longer abide on this earth (1
Corinthians 13:8).

He further predicted the cessation of miraculous offices which revealed the heavenly message
(Ephesians 4:7-11). He also predicted that the Bible which took their place would be sufficient and
efficient in the life of the Christian (Ephesians 4:13-14). Therefore, revelation has ceased. (See the
recorded lecture for deeper study on Ephesians 4.)

SOME MAINTAIN THAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED MORE REVELATION

Two of the more known books of revelation from God are the Koran and the Book of Mormon. The
Koran was revealed to Muhammad in Arabic so he could provide the Arabs with a holy book in their
own language, comparable to the Scriptures of Judaism and Christianity. The word "Koran" means
"recitation"; and the followers of Islam, Muslims, believe that God revealed the contents of the Koran
to Muhammad through the angel Gabriel in order that the Prophet could recite it to the Arabs.

The basic premise of the Book of Mormon teaches that Jesus came to the Americas. It also teaches
that, decades before Christ was crucified, the disciples were called “Christians.” It flatly contradicts
the Bible concerning the location of the birth of our Lord, saying He was born in Jerusalem. This is
an enormous blunder, perpetrated by a fraud. Remember, the Book of Mormon had never been heard
of before Joseph Smith presented it to the world. This accused, and obviously guilty, plagiarist wrote
the Book of Mormon, asserting that he had received his so-called revelation from an angel.
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As you can see, both the Moslem religion and the Mormon religion have at least two things in
common. They both teach a gospel that is different than that which was taught by the Lord’s inspired
apostles, and they both claimed to have been given by an angel. Paul addresses both of these
concepts. He warned the Galatians against new gospels that were delivered by either angels or
apostles.

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ
unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and
would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.
As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you
than that ye have received, let him be accursed (Galatians 1:6-9).

Moslems and Mormons are not the only ones to claim new revelation. Pentecostal groups teach that
they too receive new disclosures from God. You see them on TV claiming, “The Lord spoke to me
last night.” He didn’t! He won’t! He hasn’t! Also, in the preface, the Methodist Discipline boldly
exclaims that their discipline is “a revelation of the Holy Spirit.” Here is their claim in context: “The
DISCIPLINE became a record of the successive stages of spiritual insight .  . . under the grace of
Christ . . . therefore . . . the DISCIPLINE would be administered, not merely as a legal document, but
as a revelation of the Holy Spirit.”

All of these modern religions (founded centuries after the Lord established His authorized religion,
Matthew 16:16-18) want us to believe that they were guided directly by the Holy Spirit to teach
opposing doctrines. Yet, in the first century, inspired men taught the same thing (Acts 2:42). How can
these so-called inspired men of today teach incompatible, contradictory doctrines? Obviously, the
religious conflict is not from the Holy Spirit but from the frauds that impose their vices upon an
unsuspecting populous.

In 1996, Mac Deaver publicly taught that one benefit of the personal indwelling of the Holy Spirit is
illumination of biblical passages. Thus, he claims a special insight. Be assured that some who
believe in the personal indwelling reject this newfound benefit.

CONCLUSION

To rely upon newfound illumination of revelation inserts uncertainty into our lives, especially if that new
discovery has no more evidence for its authorship than one’s personal testimony of it being from God.

How much more reliable is the once for all delivered faith! “The faith” has been passed from the time
of the bloodshed of its penmen to today. It has been faithfully verified by the Holy Spirit, and it has
been faithfully preserved by those that love its Author. When citizens of life seek righteousness, they
can find it, but only in the Book. When they seek guidance, they reap a map of delight by studying its
precepts. When they seek solace, they reap this deep-seated assurance from the Book of
Books–The Holy Bible.
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Why Is Evolution So Popular?
Jack H. Williams

“...in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day” (Exodus 20:11).

Or

The world and all in it came about over vast eons of time due to the “modification
of different lineages of organisms from common ancestors and the ongoing
adaptation of organisms to environmental challenges and changes” effected by the
mechanics of “natural selection and random genetic drift” (Keller)

Some ask, “What’s the problem?! Can’t we all just get along?!” But it is clear that the two
concepts mentioned above are mutually exclusive - both cannot be true. This lecture series sets
forth clear and irrefutable proof that the first concept, a six day creation by God, is the only
acceptable and provalbe, Biblical, logical and scientific alternative. The question comes then, if
the proof is so abundant and so clear, “Why is evolution so popular?” Let’s see if we can find
some answers.

Recently (August of 1999) the Kansas board of education made what some deemed sweeping
changes to the list of requirements for the students in their system. These changes were
overthrown by the next board, but we can learn much from these events and the debate within
them as to the “why” we are seeking. Notice what this board did:

! They adopted new standards:

The new standards, which are optional for local school districts, omit any mention
of evolution from the high school standards. For 8th graders, the board changed the
recommendations of the standards-writing panel to authorize only the teaching of
"microevolution." The board used that term to refer to changes over time within a
species, rather than changes resulting in the evolution of one species into another.
(ibid)
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! They rejected the recommendation of the science committee:

The students will understand*: 
That the theory of evolution is both the descent with modification of different
lineages of organisms from common ancestors and the ongoing adaptation
of organisms to environmental challenges and changes. 

That biologists recognize that the primary mechanisms of evolution are
natural selection and random genetic drift. 

The sources and value of variation. 

That evolution by natural selection is a broad, unifying theoretical framework
in biology.

*Understand: "Understand" does not mandate "belief." While students may
be required to understand some concepts that researchers use to conduct
research and solve practical problems, they may accept or reject the
scientific concepts presented. This applies particularly where students' and/or
parents' religion is at odds with science. (ibid)

Further, let us note some of the comments that were made of this decision by the American
Atheists:

Now, Kansas is back in the news, again over the evolution debate. On Tuesday, the
State Board of Education voted 7-3 to direct Commissioner Andy Tompkins to
devise changes in a 94-page handbook outlining new teaching standards. The
move is necessary since three national science groups say they will not permit the
board to use their copyrighted materials because of the new position regarding
evolution. 

“The new standards omit much of evolution as a subject for statewide testing,
including the theory that man and apes evolved from a common ancestor," notes
the New York Times in a story about the Kansas evolution flap. 

New guidelines will now be required since the National Research Council, the
American Association for the Advancement of Science, and the National Science
Teachers Association say that they will not permit the Kansas board to use their
materials. CBS news described the move as a "scientific blockade, courtesy of the
three groups that write the nation's science standards." 

Then from the “Education Week” website we read the following:



Why Is Evolution So Popular? Jack H. Williams

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 3

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is
not be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

Some 60 miles west on Interstate 70, chemistry and physics teacher Jay Nicholson
had an entirely different view of the new curriculum standards. In his eyes, they are
a victory for open-mindedness. "The document does a very good job of encouraging
critical thinking and the examination of data," said Mr. Nicholson, who holds a
doctorate in entomology, because it leaves teachers free to question the theory of
evolution in their classrooms.
....
Even now, some biology teachers who are uncomfortable with evolution skip it for
all but advanced students, said Mr. Nicholson, the teacher and entomologist. At
most, he added, the change in the standards will let students and teachers question
evolution and discuss competing explanations for the diversity of life forms. 

For now, many Kansas districts are sitting tight--or even advancing the cause of
evolution. When Ms. Holderread met last month with teachers in the 1,100-student
Kaw Valley district to rewrite the local science curriculum, the group used the
science standards devised by the National Research Council and the Kansas
standards-writing committee's original draft – both of which describe evolution as
a unifying framework in biology. "There wasn't a discussion on the evolution; the
thinking was, 'Of course it will be there,'" Ms. Holderread said. "It was business as
usual." (Keller)

WORLDLY INFLUENCES WHICH INCREASE THE POPULARITY OF EVOLUTION

The quotations above give us much information as regards the “why” of evolutions popularity,
especially among the educational leaders in our society. Popularity amongst the teachers and
administrators of our schools will of course result in popularity among those they influence.
Among the reasons we see are:

1. Atheistic (Humanistic) bias
It is an “either/or” proposition... If God is, creation is, If God is not, evolution is. The
American Atheists website is filled of course with material as to why, in their mind,
one ought to deny God. They have and will use the full force of their influence to
fight anything, creation included, that will work in opposition to their cause of the
denial of God and any reliance upon Him. One is shocked as they realize the power
this group has. One  need only look to the signers of the Humanist Manifesto I and
II to realize the danger before us. These documents profess the rejection of God
and the necessity of realizing man as the ultimate in all that exists (The Supreme
Court has recognized Humanism as a religion, though anti-God). As one peruses
the list of signers it becomes obvious that the list of those openly antagonistic
toward God and organized religion (and thus anything that supports them) are
largely those in positions of teaching or administration in institutions  of learning.
Our children are being influenced daily by many who realize that as regards
evolution it is an “either/or” proposition and they will do whatever (even to the
degree of intellectual dishonesty) to uphold their anti-God bias.
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2. “Bullying” by influential “groups that write the Nation's science standards”
Note that when Kansas passed their new guidelines, the National Research
Council, the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and the
National Science Teachers Association stated they would not allow the Kansas
board of education to use their materials. The atheist’s web site referred to this as
a "scientific blockade, courtesy of the three groups that write the Nation’s science
standards."

In addition to the influential groups there is also great “peer pressure” among
teachers to follow the “accepted norm”. Any teacher who would dare to take a stand
against evolution in the classroom is often subjected to pressure from their peers
to conform to the “norm” and accepted standards.

3. Fear on the part of some who teach, that they will be faced with “critical
thinking and the examination of data”
Remember the quotation from the article by Keller and others:

‘The document does a very good job of encouraging critical thinking
and the examination of data,’ said Mr. Nicholson, who holds a
doctorate in entomology, ‘because it leaves teachers free to question
the theory of evolution in their classrooms.’

At most, he added, ‘the change in the standards will let students and
teachers question evolution and discuss competing explanations for
the diversity of life forms.’

That is what many teachers do not want! The truth is that even a grade school child
can make a trained “educator” look foolish by a few well thought out questions
(such as why one would teach the law of biogenesis and then deny it by teaching
evolution?!). The experience of some has been that educators do not want true
education (examination of the evidence and formulation of belief based on that
examination), rather they want rote memorization of the supposed facts that have
been passed from on biased educator to another without examination or
questioning.

4. Parrots as teachers... 
In the article by Keller we are told of one incident in which the curriculum was
discussed. The outcome was: “There wasn’t a discussion on the evolution, the
thinking was, ‘of course it will be there.’” The rational is that this is what they were
taught in the humanistic colleges (some sadly “Christian”), thus that is what they will
teach – without question. While we are amazed at a “dumb animal” such as a parrot
being able to repeat phrases they have had repeated to them – shouldn’t we expect
more from those whom we pay to educate our children and ourselves?
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SOME BIBLICAL REASONS THAT ALLOW EVOLUTION TO GROW IN POPULARITY

While the reasons above have a great influence, they should be negated by the influence of the
Word of God among those who profess to follow Him. But obviously there is a failure here also.
Among many denominations the question of evolution and creation is either disregarded or is
treated with a compromising attitude, thus producing such doctrines as the “gap theory,” the “day
age theory” and other forms of what they like to call “theistic evolution.” One wonders how any
student of the Bible could accept such ungodly doctrines. Let’s see if we can ascertain some
answers. 

1. Lack of teaching is a leading cause of acceptance of evolution amongst
“religious” people. The apostle Paul made plain the process whereby true
Christianity is propagated from generation to generation: “And the things that thou
hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men,
who shall be able to teach others also (2 Timothy 2:2). The word of God is that
“armour” that will enable us to stand against the “wiles” of the devil (Ephesians
6:11-18), yet many are not taught today how to use this God given armour. Are we
preparing members to face the onslaught of false teaching on evolution and
creation? Are we preparing our children to face the humanistic teaching they will get
in “higher education”?

2. A liberal handling of the Word of God enables the teaching of evolution to
make great headway in the religious world. 
The Lord made it very clear that His disciples were to follow “all things” that He
taught (Matthew 28:18-20). Liberalism parades the idea that certain of these
matters are “unimportant.” In the church we have for years heard the supposed
distinction between gospel and doctrine – an ungodly attempt to put certain of
God’s teachings on a higher plane than others. Others foolishly make such
statements as “Christ didn’t die for____ (and here you can insert any popular
doctrine liberals would like to diminish). Yet many become so enamored by their
ideas of what’s important that they omit  other matters. In doing so they fail to
realize the ramification of their teachings. Note for example that if evolution is true
(and not important to teach about it), then:
! Jesus was a liar (Matthew 19:4 - male and female were made “at the

beginning”)
! Paul was a liar (1 Corinthians 15:44 - “the first man Adam was made a living

soul”)
But if these passages which plainly contradict the teaching of evolution are false,
what else that they said is false? But not only is the problem with passages
regarding creation. What if ......
! Jesus didn’t really mean it when He said baptism was essential to salvation

(Mark 16:16)?
! Jesus was wrong when He said the kingdom would come during the lifetime

of some of those who stood with Him (Mark 9:1)?
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! Jesus was not serious when He said the only reason one can divorce and
remarry is if he or she puts away a spouse for fornication (Matthew 19:9)?

! Paul was mistaken when he said there is but one church (Ephesians 1:22-
23; 4:4) and that church is the body of the saved (Ephesians 5:23)?

Choose any other doctrine that the many denominations and many in the church
seem to think we can “agree to disagree” on. If in fact these are unimportant, then
why should we expect anyone to take seriously the teachings on creation?! The
plain fact is that if Jesus lied, then we have no Savior! If Paul, Peter and the other
writers were mistaken, then what is there in the Bible that we can rely upon?! How
dare we let the liberal handling of God’s Word continue without challenge!

3. A lack of nobility has allowed numerable people to become prey to the false
doctrine of evolution.
In Acts 17:11 we are told that God considered those in Berea to be “noble” because
they searched the scriptures daily to see if that which they were taught was in
accord with that teaching. While it is true that there is a responsibility to teach the
Word and to teach it faithfully, the responsibility will always come to rest with the
individual. No matter what any “learned” individual may say, I have the personal
responsibility to examine the Scriptures as to whether it is true. Let’s apply this
principle to the teaching of such men as John Clayton. In his “Does God Exist”
ministry he claims that Genesis 1:1 speaks of a creation that included prehistoric
man, dinosaurs and such. These were all destroyed and then after a gap of great
time the creation of Genesis 1:2 and following occurred. Now he is an educator and
so many think what he says must be true – so they fail to be noble and search the
Scriptures. One need on read one verse to see that he and any others who seek
to allow for the teachings of evolution in any form are false teachers – “for in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day...” (Exodus 20:11). One need not be “learned” to realize that
someone is lying – and it is not God! The lack of nobility allows Satan to continue
to use false teaching.

4. Spiritual cowardice enables the doctrine of evolution to continue in
popularity.
Paul, whose example we are to follow (1 Corinthians 11:1) was clearly “set for the
defense of the gospel” (Philippians 1:17). When he was confronted with error he
could not help but take a stand for righteousness (cf. Acts 17:16-17). Each child of
God has a divine charge to contend for the faith (Jude 3) yet many are afraid to
fight for that they know is right! If we look to the example of Paul again we see why
he had such courage – “his spirit was stirred in him” (Acts 17:16). Too many try to
live for Christ while retaining their heart and spirit for themselves, thus they are not
“stirred” when the things of God are spoken against. We need to follow the example
of Paul when he was “crucified with Christ” – he gave his all to Christ. Spiritual
cowardice is not possible when my heart belongs to God.
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5. A lack of love for the Truth allows evolution to gain a foothold in the religious
world.
The apostle Paul spoke of the tragic end of those who failed to love the Word of
God:

And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish;
because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved (2 Thessalonians 2:10-11)

One who does not LOVE God’s Word can easily believe a lie. Yet it is plain that
many do not love the Word or else why would they allow liberalism to go
unchallenged? Why would they allow such translations as the New International
Version and others which change the truth of God to conform with the doctrines of
man? One who loves the Word will study it, apply it and stand boldly for the truth
it proclaims.

CONCLUSION

Why is evolution so popular? NOT because of any proof in any realm of science. NOT because
of the failure of the Word of God to be upheld by all standards. It is popular because of such
worldly ideals and actions as ...
• Atheistic bias
• Bullying and peer pressure from “academic” sources
• Fear of critical thinking and examination of the FACTS
• Teacher’s merely “parroting” what they have been taught

In addition we find problems in the religious world such as ...
• Lack of teaching
• Liberalism
• Lack of nobility (willingness to search)
• Spiritual cowardice
• Lack of love for the truth

Let us reject the worldly philosophies and hold fast to God and His Word. Then and only then will
we cease to be a part of the problem of the acceptance and popularity of false doctrines such as
evolution.
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Does The Geological Record Contradict
The Bible Teaching Of Creation?

Donald Z. Underwood

INTRODUCTION

The short answer to the question at hand would be no. But, if the geological record is the
geological time table as portrayed by the evolutionist, the answer would be yes. The geological
time table and the geological record are different. They are different as creation and evolution,
or night and day.

Within this lesson we will define the meaning of the geological time table. Also, we will study the
creation account as revealed to us in the Bible. Furthermore, we will consider the many
contradictions of the geological time table and the geological record. In addition, we will the
universal flood.  Finally, we will close by reading key verses that give us the answer to why the
earth was made by God. 

DEFINE THE GEOLOGICAL TIME RECORD

Scientists who subscribe to the philosophy of evolution generally contend that the
earth is approximately 4.5 to 5 billion years old. Further, they allege that for the past
2 billion years or so, life has evolved gradually from the simple to the increasingly
complex. One of the standard ways of presenting this concept is by means of the
so-called geologic time table. The geologic time table is a common feature of most
textbooks dealing with geology, biology, etc., and it proposes to show the
development of living organisms, in an ascending order, from the ancient past to the
present.

Supposedly, there are four eras of the geologic column. They are: Pre-Cambrian
(sometimes divided into Archeozoic and Proterozoic); Paleozoic (ancient life);
Mesozoic (intermediate life); and Cenozoic  (recent life). Each of these eras is
further subdivided into periods and epochs, each with its characteristic life forms.
The individual periods of the geologic time table have been artificially arranged
according to the types of fossils found in them. (Jackson 1)

...the strata of the geologic column are arranged according to the types of fossils
found in them. The fossils, which allegedly catalog the ascending strata, are called
index fossils. And index fossil is a certain type of fossil that marks or indexes a
stratum due to the fact that it is prominent in that layer and is rarely found in other
strata. (Jackson 2,3)

“Evolutionists thus mentally arrange the strata of the geologic column, by means of index fossils,
based upon the subjective assumption that organisms have evolved from the simple to the
complex!” (Jackson 3)
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THE GEOLOGICAL TIMETABLE

Eras Periods Years Life Forms

CENOZOIC Quaternary 1 Man

Tertiary 74 Mammals

MESOZOIC Cretaceous 60 Reptiles 
Flowering Plants

Jurassic 30

Triassic 40

PALEOZOIC Permian 25 Amphibians
Ferns
ConifersPennsylvanian 25

Mississippian 25

Devonian 45 First Land Plants
Fishes

Silurian 35

Ordovician 65 Invertebrates

Cambrian 80

PRE-CAMBRIAN 1 ½ TO 2 Billion Years

THE BIBLE DEFINES CREATION

Genesis 1:31, “And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And
the evening and the morning were the sixth day.”

Exodus 20:11, “For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.”

- Exodus 31:17, “It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and
was refreshed.”

Romans 1:20, “For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse:”

Mark 10:6, “But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.”

- Matthew 19:4, “And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he
which made them at the beginning made them male and female.”

John 1:1-3, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God.2 All things were made by him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made.3”
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Colossians 1:16, “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him.”

Hebrews 1:2, “Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir
of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;”

Hebrews 11:3, “Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so
that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.”

THE CONTRADICTION

Missing strata:

Grand Canyon: “The Grand Canyon is supposed to be one of the very best
examples of the exposed geologic column. Evolutionists claim that it represents
some 1 billion years of life history. And yet, there are huge chunks of the ‘textbook’
time table missing from the Canyon record. For example, the top five periods (the
whole Cenozoic and Mesozoic eras), representing supposedly more than 200
million years, are completely missing! Furthermore, in the lower Paleozoic era,
three periods (the Ordovician, Silurian, and most (perhaps all) of the Devonian),
representing about 145 million years, are conspicuously absent. And although it is
claimed that these mysteriously missing strata eroded away, there is no evidence
of any such erosion.” (Jackson 11)

• There is the erosion of truth!

MISSING STRATA IN THE GRAND CANYON

?

?

?

?

?

Permian

Pennsylvanian

Mississippian

?

?

?

Cambrian

Pre-Cambrian

WHERE ARE THE MISSING STRATA?
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SCRAMBLED STRATA OF THE MYTHEN PEAK

   The Textbook Geological Table Arrangment In The Mythen Peak

Eocene Creataceous

Paleocene

Cretaceous Jurassic

Jurassic Triassic

Triassic Eocene

Strata out of sequence:

Wyoming: “In Wyoming, near Yellowstone Park, there is an area of Paleozoic
strata, some 30 miles wide by 60 miles long, resting essentially horizontally on
Eocene (an epoch of the Tertiary Period...) beds of the Cenozoic Era. Amazingly,
the top layer is alleged to be a quarter of a billion years older than the base upon
which it sits!” (Jackson 13)

Montana: “In the Lewis Mountain Range there is a huge area in which the Pre-
Cambrian stratum is sitting on top of the Cretaceous stratum. The lower layer,
according to the evolutionary time scale, is supposedly between 400 and 500
million years younger than the upper!” (Jackson 13)

Swiss Alps: “According to the standard geologic time table, in the Mesozoic and
early Cenozoic Eras, the following periods are found (in ascending order): Triassic,
Jurassic, Cretaceous, Tertiary (composed of five epochs, two of which are
Paleocene and Eocene). Curiously, however, in the Swiss Alps there is a mountain,
the Mythen Peak, which has these strata woefully mixed up.” (Jackson 14)

Evolutionist Leon W. Collet, of the University of Geneva, in attempting to explain
these stratified contradictions, suggested that the Mythen Peak was pushed all the
way from Africa to Europe! Here is his statement: ‘The Mythen represents an outlier
of Africa resting on Europe. (Jackson 15)

Fossils and living creatures:

In New Zealand today there is a reptile known as the tuatara. It is the sole living
representative of a reptilian order called ‘beakheads.’ Though alive and thriving in
the modern world, its last fossil ancestors appear in the so-called Cretaceous
Period of the geologic system--more than 100 million years ago! (Jackson 24)

• How did this reptile move from the Cretaceous Period to our present age?
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- “Since 1937 more than thirty specimens of the coelecanth fish have been caught.
Prior to this time, scientists believed that the coelcanth was extinct since it had disappeared from
the fossil record in the Cretaceous Period.” (Jackson 25)

- “The Somasteroidea, echinoderms, disappeared from the geologic column in early
Ordovician times, allegedly some 400 million years ago. Yet a living Somasteroid is now known
to have survived in the tropical waters of the eastern Pacific off southern Mexico.”

• Where is the error in this picture? The geologic time table! The Bible is right.

• The Psalmist wrote, “...for I trust in thy word” (Psalm 119:42).

• The wise man said, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5).

A deep-sea mollusk, the Neophilina galatheae, which vanished from the geologic
time table some 280 million years back (supposedly), has also been discovered in
recent years. One biologist says that this ‘...new found mollusk represents a class
that existed in the Cambrian to Devonian periods of the Paleozoic, and was
supposed to have become extinct about 280 million years ago. And the Lingula, a
small brachiopod shellfish, faded from the fossil record in the Ordovician Period
(allegedly more than 360 million years ago!), yet they are alive in today’s world.
(Jackson 25, 26)

In 1944 a specimen of the dawn redwood, Metasequoi glyptostroboides, was
discovered in central China; later an entire grove of these trees was found in the
Shuihsa valley. The amazing thing was that its fossil remains did not occur in rocks
younger than Miocene. Which, according to evolutionists was some 20 million years
ago! (Jackson 26)

Man and the ancient world:

The trilobite (a small, shelled marine organism) is considered to be an ‘index’ fossil
of the earliest period of the Paleozoic Era, the Cambrian Period. Allegedly, they
flourished a half billion years before any such creature as man walked the earth. In
1968, however, William J. Meister, exploring near Delta, Utah, broke open a slab
of rock, and to his astonishment ‘saw on one side the footprint of a human with
trilobites right in the footprint itself. Amazingly the human was wearing a sandal.
Numerous other human prints, both adult and child, have been found in the same
area. (Jackson 32)

• This is one of many examples of man’s occupation with the ancient world.



Does The Geological Record Contradict The Bible Teaching of Creation? Donald Z. Underwood

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 6

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is
not be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

HUMAN OCCUPATION OF THE GEOLOGICAL STRATA

Quaternary----------------------------------------------------Alleged Appearance of Man

Tertiary

Cretaceous

Jurassic Human Skull

Triassic Engraved Letters

Permian Thimble

Pennsylvanian Human / Dinosaur prints

Mississippian Human bones

Devonian Dinosaur carvings

Silurian Spoon / tools

Ordovician Human footprints

Cambrian------------------------------------------------------Trilobite / human prints

Pre-Cambrian

What do all these examples mean or what impact do they have upon the Geological Time Table?

• These examples highlight the inconsistency of the evolutionist’s geological record
of events according to their history. 

• These examples demonstrate real disharmony among the evolutionist’s theories
and thoughts.

• What is the answer for why some fossilized plants, and creatures exist today?

• Why did man exist during different periods of geological history?

THE UNIVERSAL FLOOD

Genesis 7:11, “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day
of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows
of heaven were opened.”

2 Peter 3:6, “Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished.”
Matthew 24:38, 39, “For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,38 And knew not until
the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.39”

Luke 17:27, “They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the
day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.” 

2 Peter 2:5, “And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of
righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;”



Does The Geological Record Contradict The Bible Teaching of Creation? Donald Z. Underwood

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 7

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is
not be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

EARTH WAS CREATED FOR MAN

Isaiah 45:18, “For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth
and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the
Lord; and there is none else.”

Genesis 1:26, “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?

• First of all, we defined the geological time table, as used by evolutionists.

• Secondly, we examined the Bible’s account or record of creation.

• Furthermore, we considered the contradiction between the geological time table and what
we find in the geological record.

• In addition, we studied the universal flood as found within the scriptures.

• Finally, we have read for ourselves that the earth was made for man.

Works Cited
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Scientific Accuracy as a Proof of Bible Inspiration
Chuck Northrop

When considering evidences or apologetics concerning the Bible, one quickly learns there are
two types of revelation from God. First, there is natural revelation which is natures declaration that
God exists. Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth
his handywork.” The second type of revelation is special revelation. This refers to the special
means God used to reveal Himself and His will. The special means God chose to use in this day
and time is the Bible. Though other claims are made for special revelation such as the book of
Mormon, Papal Ex Cathedra, or miraculous inspiration of the Holy Spirit, God reveled within the
Bible that it is all sufficient (2 Peter 1:3) and nothing more is needed (Galatians 1:8,9).

Also, when considering evidences of inspiration, there are two categories. The first is external
proofs such as the Bible’s circulation, translation, and survival. Concerning the Bible’s circulation,
it has always been on the Best Seller’s list for it is by far the most circulated book in the history
of the world. Also, the Bible is the most translated book in the world. It has been translated into
more languages and often multiples times in some languages. Concerning the Bible’s survival,
it passes the proof of time. Though numerous men throughout the ages have tried to destroy it,
it continues to survive its critics, skeptics, and attackers. 

The second category of evidences of inspiration is called  internal proofs. These proofs are
internal to the Bible. That is, they come from the Bible itself. They are such things as the
scriptures’ unity, historical accuracy, use of prophecy, and scientific accuracy. The Bible consists
of sixty-six books written over a period of sixteen hundred years by more than forty men on one
central unified theme. Briefly stated, this is what we call the unity of the scriptures. Further, the
scriptures are historically accurate. That is, the Bible agrees with other recorded historical data.
Also, the Bible’s use of predictive prophecies declare it to be from God. There are declarations
of future events such that no human could possibly predict. These have their foundation upon the
omniscience of God. Lastly, the Bible is scientifically accurate. That is, it is accurate with known
scientific fact. This, then, introduces the topic for this lesson.

The argument of the Bible’s scientific accuracy is stated in two ways. First, it can be stated
negatively: Since the Bible does not contain the superstitions that were commonly held
contemporary with its various writers, then the Bible’s writers must have been inspired of God.
It would be easy and common for uninspired men to include such notions as a flat earth, blood
letting, or the earth resting upon the back of some man or beast. These were commonly held
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beliefs at various times in history and were later proven wrong. However, the Bible does not
contain such notions which is an impressive evidence that the Bible is not man-made but God
inspired.

Second, the argument of the Bible’s scientific accuracy can be stated positively. Scientific
accuracies are scattered within the depth of the words of the sacred text. These are like precious
gems buried in the pages of Holy Writ. They are unique and special to the open minded
investigator. Interestingly, these precious gems were often written hundreds or thousands of
years before they were discovered by scientists.

Before we consider specific areas of science, a few words of caution are in order: The Bible is
not a science book. However, if it is inspired of God, we should expect it to agree with true
science. What we mean by “true science” is not theories of science but laws of science, that is,
those concepts that are proven and not just theorized or speculated. Let us also remember the
words of Paul as he wrote to the young evangelist, “O Timothy, keep that which is committed to
thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:
Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen” (1 Timothy
6:20-21). Further, let us be aware that some have tried to make too much of scientific
foreknowledge by trying to show the Bible prophesying everything from automobiles to airplanes
to even the rubber shortage of World War II. But, then there are those who explain away any
example of the Bible’s scientific accuracies.

Consider these examples of the Bible’s scientific accuracies beginning with general science and
then to specific areas of science.

FUNDAMENTALS OF SCIENCE

Though Genesis 1:1 does not concern itself with general sciences, yet much can be learned from
it on this topic. This passage states, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”
Herbert Spencer (1820-1903), a British philosopher, after a lifetime of study said that there are
basically five fundamentals of science: time, force, action (energy), space, and matter. Notice how
Moses declared these fundamentals of science about 1500 years before Christ and 3300 years
before Spencer. “In the beginning [time] God [force] created [action or energy] the heaven [space]
and the earth [matter].”

MEDICINE

In the area of medicine, the Bible contains many gems of scientific accuracy. Moses wrote
concerning blood in Leviticus 17:14 which says, “For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for
the life thereof: therefore I said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of no manner
of flesh: for the life of all flesh is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.” Today,
we know that blood is made up of white blood cells that fight off infections, red blood cells that
carry oxygen to feed the cells of the body, platelets to help with clotting, and plasma to regulate
water content and maintain temperature. A common practice up until recent times was “blood-
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letting” in which patients were bled in various ways such as with leaches and cuts. Life-giving
blood was drained away, and as you would expect, many patients died. Interestingly, George
Washington was one such patient who died as a result of “blood-letting.”

Also associated with medicine is sanitation. Leviticus 13-15 spells out some basic sanitation
rules: (1) The recognition and diagnosis of disease; (2) The separation or isolation of the
diseased person; (3) The designation of anything that had been touched by a diseased person
as unclean; (4) The process by which the unclean became purified; (5) The destruction of those
items that could not be cleansed. Now notice what others have said about these medical
principles of sanitation. Fielding Garrison in his book “History of Medicine” said that these
precepts laid out in the first five books of the Bible are “remarkable chapters” of ancient medicine.
B. L. Gordon in his book “Medicine Through Antiquity” said that these principles are “scientifically
sound.” And Robert Hudson in his book “Disease and Its Control” said “the ancient Hebrews have
been termed the founders of preventive medicine.” In light of this, consider the fact that Moses
was trained in Egyptian wisdom (Acts 7:22) whose medicine was considered the finest in the
world of antiquity. One scholar claimed that in Egypt during this time “only three out of every ten
children born into a family could survive to adulthood,” and the average life-span was only thirty
years. This is not surprising when one considers their sanitation practices. The Ebers papyrus
prescribed for an embedded splinter to apply “worm’s blood” and “asses’ dung” to the infected
area. The Egyptians potions were so filled with dung and urine that medical historians have
labeled their practice as “sewage pharmacology.”

It is estimated that one in every four Americans will be infected with some type of sexually
transmitted disease. The Center of Disease Control in the United States said that the best way
to control sexually transmitted disease is by having one sexual partner. It is more than interesting
that this is what the Bible has said for over three millenniums (Exodus 20:14; Matthew 19:4-6)!
In spite of the near-total ignorance of these diseases, the Holy Spirit through holy men of God
gave the best advice concerning sex that anyone could give: “Marriage is honourable in all, and
the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge” (Hebrews 13:4). As with
other areas of medical science, the Bible proves itself to be accurate far ahead of the actual
scientific discoveries. Even as late as the fifteenth century, Theodoricus Ulsenius of Nuremburg
blamed venereal disease on a malign “conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn.” Though the Bible gives
no cure per se, the Bible does give “an ounce of prevention” and it is far better than “a pound of
cure.”

SOCIOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY

A most basic and fundamental rule of a well governed society can be found in the words of Jesus
in Matthew 7:12 which says, “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you,
do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” There is no greater social or
philosophical principles than this “Golden Rule.” Think how much better society would be if every
person practiced this most basic precept.
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Moral laws fits into the category of sociology and philosophy. Though moral laws are found in
varying degrees in many religions, the Bible transcends every moral teaching. Justin Martyr
wrote, “Whatever things were rightly said among all men, are the property of us Christians. For
next to God, we worship the Word who is from the unbegotten and ineffable God.” After forty
years studying the religious literature of the Orient, M. Monier-Williams said, “Pile them, if you
will, on the left side of your table; but place you own Holy Bible on the right side—all by itself, all
alone—and with a wide gap between them. For, . . . there is a gulf between it and the so-called
sacred books of the East which severs the one from the other utterly, hopelessly, and for ever .
. . a veritable gulf which cannot be bridged over by any science of religious thought.”

The sociology/philosophy argument can be summarized as follows: A book that sums up and
transcends the best morality of all books of all time is best explained as God’s Word. The Bible
is such a book. Thus, the Bible is best explained as God’s Word. Some want to play on this idea
of “best explained.” However, remember we are talking about morality, and it would be the
greatest travesty for the greatest moral book to be the greatest lie.

GEOGRAPHY

Within Scripture there are numerous references of “going up” or “going down.” In our day, we use
the expression “going up” to mean going in a northerly direction and “going down” to mean going
a southerly direction. However, we are not generally walking, but if we were walking, we would
be more concerned about elevation and altitude. When the writers of the Bible used these
expressions, they were talking about going up and down in elevation. Interestingly, even though
there were no scientific devices to measure altitude when the pages of the Bible were written, the
Scriptures are accurate. Not only are the scriptures accurate concerning elevation, they are
accurate concerning location. Time magazine reported in December 30, 1974 issue, “In 100
licensed sites in Israel, archaeological digging continues to turn up new evidence that the Bible
is often surprisingly accurate in historical particulars, more so than earlier generations of scholars
ever suspected.”

ASTRONOMY

Isaiah wrote in chapter 40 and verse 22, “It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and
spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in.” The word translated “circle” in this verse means round
or spherical. Those living in Isaiah’s day thought the earth was flat. Columbus is generally
attributed with discovering the earth is round and, yet, Isaiah wrote about it more than two
thousand years before Columbus.

God asked Job, “Where is the way where light dwelleth?”(Job 38:19). The word translated “way”
means traveled path or road. Jean Morton wrote, “Until the seventeenth century, it was believed
that light was transmitted instantaneously. Then Sir Isaac Newton suggested that light was
composed of small particles which travel in a straight line. Christian Huygens proposed the wave
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theory of light. Olaua Roemer measured the velocity of light as evidenced by its delay as it
traveled through space.”

Notice also the Bible is absent of astrology and even condemns such nonsense as  superstitions.
Jeremiah wrote, “Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at
the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them. For the customs of the people are
vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe”
(10:2-3).

OCEANOGRAPHY

Psalm 8:8 says “The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the
paths of the seas.” Matthew Fontaine Maury (1806-1873) was once confined to his bed during
a lengthy illness. While his son was reading Psalm 8, the phrase “paths of the sea” caught his
attention and based upon this verse, Mr. Maury decided to find the “paths of the sea.” He was the
first to recognize the seas were circulating systems with interaction between wind and water. The
US Naval Institute issued a book in 1927 entitled, “Matthew Fontaine Maury: Pathfinder of the
Seas.” Also, Maury’s home state of Virginia erected a monument in his honor after he died and
inscribed upon its base was Psalm 8:8.

Again God asked Job “Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea?” (38:16; also note Proverbs
8:28). The earliest secular reference to sub-surface springs in the ocean was by Strabo (63 BC -
AD 21), a Roman geographer. Today, we know that such springs are located off the coasts of
Greece, Italy, Israel, Syria, and Australia. In 1976, the US Geological Survey discovered fresh
water spring along the Atlantic coast from New England to Georgia.

In the same verse, God asked Job, “Or hast thou walked in the search of the depth?” (“recesses
of the deep” - ASV). Also 2 Samuel 22:16 mentions “the channels of the sea.” For a long time,
man thought the ocean was shallow and the floor was flat and sandy like a desert. However,
during the H.M.S. Challenger expedition (1873-1876), the first scientific exploration of the ocean
floor, a canyon was discovered in the Pacific five and a half miles deep. Since that time another
channel or recess was discovered near the Philippines almost seven miles deep.

METEOROLOGY

The weather cycle is spoken of in the Bible in such passages as Ecclesiastes 1:7; 11:3; and Amos
9:6. However, the concept of a complete water cycle was not fully understood nor accepted until
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries AD as a result of the work of Pierre Perrault, Edme
Mariotte, and Enmund Halley. These men lived well over two thousand years after Solomon and
Amos.
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BIOLOGY

Moses declared that all things produce “after their kind” (Genesis 1:11,12,21,24). This simple law
is what is now known as the laws of genetics and heredity based upon the theory of biogenesis
which is accredited to the French chemist Louis Pasteur (1822-1895). Until as recent as the last
century, people thought that maggots were spontaneously generated. Interestingly, today some
evolutionists teach “Punctuated Equilibriaism” which says that the evolutionary process was not
gradual but was stable for long periods of time, and then during relatively short periods of
thousands of years, we have major evolutionary jumps (leaps and bounds). The fact, however,
remains just as Moses declared, all things produce “after their kind.”

1 Corinthians 15:39 says, “All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men,
another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds.” Today, we know that there are
four fleshes which evolutionists acknowledge. These are different in their biochemical makeup.
Again, the Bible is scientifically accurate.

PHYSICS

Moses stated in Genesis 2:1, “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of
them.” The First Law of Thermodynamics (the Law of the Conservation of Energy and/or Matter)
states that neither matter nor energy can be created or destroyed. The word translated “finished”
in Genesis 2:1 indicates an action completed in the past without continuing action into the future.
Thus, Moses stated the First Law of Thermodynamics thousands of years before it was
conceptualized.

Isaiah wrote, “Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens
shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell
therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall
not be abolished” (51:6; see also Psalm 102:26 and Hebrews 1:10,11). The Second Law of
Thermodynamics (the Law of Increasing Entropy) states that everything is running down or
wearing out. Energy (though still existing in some state) goes from a useable state to a non-
usable state. This is precisely what Isaiah, David, and the writer of Hebrews stated contrary to
scientist as late as the nineteenth century.

Though we have not advanced all the arguments that could be advanced, we have said enough
to show any reasonable person that the Bible is scientifically accurate. Its truths are often far
ahead of their time. Its truths do not contain the normal inaccurate beliefs of contemporary writers
of the Biblical scribes. There is only one way the Biblical scribes could have known these truths
— God revealed these truths unto them. “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter 1:21).
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of OCU with a degree in Bible. He has preached since 1984, having preached for 4 years in Cape Fair, Missouri
then in Ottawa, Kansas since 1988. He has conducted meetings in Kansas and Missouri and has been associated
with the Midwest School of Biblical Studies as an instructor for five years. He has spoken for the last five years on
the Mid-West Lectures.

Do Racial Differences Prove Evolution?
Steve Harbison

When it comes to different races of mankind, it is very interesting to realize that the Bible does not
classify human beings along the “racial” lines that are so common to all of us. The Greek word
used in the New Testament which is translated “race” in some versions is “γενοσ.” It is used to
refer to one’s lineage, such as the “family of the high priest” in Acts 4:6. It is used to refer to one’s
ancestors; such as in “Joseph’s family became known to Pharaoh” in Acts 7:13. It is used to refer
to a native of a certain place, as in referring to Barnabas as a “Levite of the country of Cyprus”
in Acts 4:36. It is used to refer to different languages, as in “to another different kinds of tongues”
in 1 Corinthians 12:10. But it never means the racial distinctions as they are noticed today,
especially to the differences in the color of one’s skin. The Bible does however, take notice of
different “nations, tribes, peoples and tongues” but these words do not conform to the skin color
differences commonly used today to identify races.

The Bible does tell us just how man came into being when God created all things. Paul told the
citizens of Athens in Acts 17:26, “And (God) hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell
on all the face of the earth.” By this statement, Paul meant that God had made all of mankind from
one man. That man was of course, Adam as told in Genesis 1 & 2. The Bible also records for us
in Genesis 3:20 that Adam’s wife was called “Eve; because she was the mother of all living.”
Therefore, from these two, Adam and Eve, the first humans which God created, came all of
humanity. There is no one on earth today, nor has there ever been, who has not come as a
descendant of this first man and woman. 

However, there is another story from the Bible which bears strongly on the origins of the races of
mankind. The story is that of Noah and the great flood. It is found in chapters 6 through 8 of the
book of Genesis. Finding that the people of the earth had become exceedingly wicked, God
decided to destroy all life from the face of the earth. He found that Noah was a righteous man who
“walked with God” and wanted to spare Noah and his family along with representatives of all the
land animals on the earth. The Bible states plainly that only “eight souls” were saved from the
waters of the flood (1 Peter 3:20). So it became a fact again that all mankind would descend from
another couple: Noah and his wife. 

But still there is another story recorded in the Bible which bears importantly on the study of the
races of mankind. That story is the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11. In the days before the Tower
of Babel, all mankind was “of one language, and of one speech (Genesis 11:1). This means that
there was only one race, one culture and one marriage group. With the coming of the events
concerning the Tower of Babel, all of this was about to change. It was due to man’s refusal to obey
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God’s command to spread across the face of the earth (Genesis 9:1) that God confounded their
languages. This was done in order to scatter mankind across the earth. When the people
discovered that they could not all understand one another, they found those whom they could
understand and migrated to another land with those individuals. We are not told in the Bible, how
long they took to migrate nor how many there were who could speak each language; simply that
God accomplished what mankind had failed to do (Mackay).  

This brings us to a very important question: How do these stories explain the racial differences
which exist on earth today? 

According to evolutionists, the existence of the various races of humans is evidence of the process
of evolution. The Encyclopedia Americana, article on “Anthropology” states, “Today racial
variations are recognized as the result of the evolutionary process.” It further states that these
races “are the result of the relative isolations of our human ancestors during the ice ages”
(Henderson 49). 

Also Charles Darwin in his book “The Descent of Man” states that, due to “natural selection” those
races which have become more “powerful” or more “successful” or more “inventive” have
throughout time, “supplanted other races” who were less able to cope (Darwin 497). 

Anthropology tells us that a Species is a group which can successfully interbreed and produce
fertile offspring. Homo Sapiens (meaning, intelligent man) is the name given to the species of man.
Furthermore we are told that there is one and only one species of humans on the earth. This fact
alone says a lot about the improbability of the theory of evolution. We are also told that a Race
is a group of people with certain genetic features in common which distinguishes them from other
groups of people. There are currently three (some say four, others say many) races of humans
on the earth. The three most commonly recognized are the Caucasoid or the “white” races, the
Mongoloid or the “yellow” races, and the Negroid or the “black” races. Many also mention the
Australoid (aboriginal) as a fourth race but it is usually listed with the Caucasoid race due to
several other characteristics they have in common. 

Some of the common racial markers are the color of the skin, the texture of the hair, certain facial
features such as: the shape of the eye, the thickness of the lips, the width of the nose, etc. But
there are literally dozens if not hundreds of other, less commonly known racial markers. Some of
these are the size of the teeth and brain, blood type or hair color. The list is quite long.

With all the differences that are thought to be racial markers and with the differences of opinion
concerning these among anthropologists, it is certainly very difficult to know just what are the
races and how are they to be identified. Taking just one of the common markers, the color of skin,
we will try to determine what is the true origin of the racial differences of mankind.

Skin color is perhaps the most obvious of all the racial markers. It is the one most relied on by
people today. This is why some speak of “people of color” referring usually to those with darker
skins than others. But how did the differences in skin colors originate? 
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We know today that the various colors of our skin are caused by the presence of a brown pigment
in the skin known as melanin. The more melanin a person has, the darker his skin will be as an
adult. Also the less melanin in the skin, the lighter his skin will be as an adult. A person with no
melanin is called an albino and cannot produce any skin color. The claim that there are many
different colors in the skins of various races is not totally accurate. The apparent differences in
color are due to differences in the amount of melanin found in the skin. There is only one coloring
agent for the human race; the shade of the color simply depends upon how much melanin a
person possesses. 

Melanin also protects the body by absorbing ultra violet radiation from sunlight. Ultra violet
radiation can damage one’s skin and even cause skin cancer if not filtered out by melanin. Thus,
darker skinned people are highly resistant to skin cancer. Lighter skinned people are very sensitive
to any sunlight. But where did these color differences come from? The answer is found in genetics.

Two pair of genes control melanin in its production. We call them “Aa” and “Bb” where the capital
letters represent dominant genes and the small letters represent recessive genes. “A” and “B”
being dominant, produce melanin very well. Being recessive, “a” and “b” produce melanin to a
lesser degree. Each parent contributes one pair of genes to their offspring. The trait which the
child possesses depends on the combination of gene pairs received from the two parents. 

If Adam and Eve were both “AABB”, they, having dominant genes for producing melanin, would
have possessed the darkest Negroid skin. And all of their children could only have been the same
“AABB” and also Negroid skin colored. In all likelihood, that would have produced an entire world
of Negroid people. But since the world is only 10% Negroid race, this possibility is ruled out by
elimination. 

If Adam and Eve were both “aabb,” they would have been the lightest skin color possible and they
could have had only children who were “aabb” and which were the lightest Caucasoid possible.
Then, the world today would have only light skinned people. This too is ruled out by elimination
as the world is only 55% Caucasoid today. Actually, the question is: Is there a way by which the
racial color variations which we see today could originate with only one human couple and in just
a few thousand years of history? The answer is YES! If Adam and Eve had been what is called
“heterozygous” (“AaBb;” two dominant and two recessive genes), they would have been middle
brown in color. And from them, in just ONE generation, all the variations of color, as well as all
other racial differences, could easily have occurred. 
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A person born “AABB” carries genes for the darkest Negroid color possible and since all genes
are dominant, has no genes for lightness. If that person married another person who also
possessed only dominant genes for dark color and they moved to an area where no intermarriage
with people of different colors was possible then all their children would also be the darkest
Negroid color. They would have lost the ability to be light skinned. Conversely, suppose a person
who is “aabb,” and therefore is the lightest Caucasoid possible, marries another person who also
has only the recessive genes for color. If they move to an area where they cannot marry anyone
who has any dominant genes for color, then all of their children will be only light colored. They
would have lost their ability to be dark skinned. Thus, starting with two parents who are
heterozygous (i.e., middle brown in color), all the variations of skin color can be created. And this
can be done in just one generation. But this whole process is “put into reverse” whenever people
from different colored races intermarry. Different combinations of genes will occur and the
offspring will begin to show many variations of colors from “white” to “black.” 

It is therefore, reasonable to believe that Noah and his family possessed genes for both dark and
light colored skin. It is also reasonable to believe that they possessed both dominant and
recessive genes for all the other racial characteristics we see in the world population today. All
God would have had to do is give those with similar racial characteristics the same language. They
would have migrated off together and the races would be sustained until intermarriages occurred.
We know that people do not obtain their skin colors from their environments as evolution
suggests. All the basic factors of skin colors were present in Adam and Eve and later in Noah and
his wife. In all probably they were all middle brown in the color of their skin. We can know for
certain that the races were produced in a very short time span and that the variations we see
today are merely an expression of the original genetic make up of Adam and Eve and remained
present in the family of Noah (Thompson). 
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Can We Know God Exists?
Charles Coats

The atheist would say, “No!” The agnostic would have us believe there is not enough evidence
either way. Therefore, we cannot know for certain that God exists. The Christian would state, “It
is certain that God exists.” Stephen Hawking, a renowned physicist, had this to say about God:

I think I’m careful in my book. I leave open the question of whether God exists and
what His nature would be. One can never prove that God doesn’t exist. What I did
was show that it was not necessary to appeal to God to decide how the universe
began, because that is determined by the laws of science. However, one could say
the laws of science were God’s choice for how the universe behaves. (Hawking 2C)

Today, our topic is a very serious discussion. When I was growing up in south Arkansas, I did not
know anyone who did not believe God exists. We disagreed on many doctrinal points, but not on
whether there is a God. God is. End of discussion.

However, now we find many who either deny the existence of God or doubt God’s existence.
Humanism has planted the seed of doubt, or taken away any belief a person had in God.
Humanism makes man the “standard” and removes God from the picture.

The seeds of humanism have been planted by such statements as “Have it your way”; “Do your
own thing”; “You are your own boss”; “Don’t let others tell you what to do”; “Everyone else is doing
it”; or, “If it feels good, do it”. Even the statement, “Attend the church of your choice” is grounded
in humanism. In humanism, God is not the standard. There is no standard – no absolute right, no
absolute wrong. Such is the fruit of humanism.

As our children become more indoctrinated in humanism in our schools, it is an absolute necessity
that we ground them in the Truth, especially the existence of God (Deuteronomy 6:4-6; John
17:17; Ephesians 6:4). The basis of their faith starts here. 

The Bible begins with a statement that either stands or falls based on whether there is a God
(Genesis 1:1). One who denies or doubts God’s existence will either deny or doubt the Bible is
God’s word. If the Devil can get us to turn against God’s word, he knows he will win us to his side
– a side that leads to destruction (Proverbs 14:12).
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Why do people doubt or deny that God exists? In my thinking, there are three possible reasons,
which we want to examine at this time. There may be other thoughts on this but these will suffice
to help us better understand the thinking of people on the matter of God’s existence.

If we accept the fact there is a God, then we must accept our responsibility to God. For this
reason, many will deny God’s existence. They serve self and do not wish to “have to” follow “strict”
rules and regulations. If they have no obligations, they then feel no guilt and believe that one can
do what one wants to do.  While this is an erroneous line of thinking (Joshua 24:15; Romans 6:16-
18; John 12:48), it is a popular view.

Some deny or doubt God’s existence because they cannot see, feel, smell, or taste him. These
people want a God who is as real physically as we are. Mythology is based on the concept of a
material, physical god. It seems that people cannot accept that God is a spirit (John 4:24) and that
he does not dwell in temples made with hands (Acts 17:24).

Still others deny or doubt God’s existence because it seems irrational to them. Even the
evolutionist knows that God is the only alternative to Evolution. Louis More stated it this way: “The
only alternative (to the theory of Evolution, C.C.) is the doctrine of special creation which may be
true but is irrational” (More 22). Yes, a God who knows all (Mark 4:22), sees all (Psalm 139), and
always was, always is, and always will be (Revelation 1:4) is irrational to many. However, many
will tell us it is “rational” to accept that some unexplained something blew up for some unexplained
reason and deposited nine planets and a Sun in perfect order. On the third planet, some
unexplained something decided that it did not want to be a dead, inanimate object and for some
unexplained reason decided to take on life. Then, this unexplained something decided for some
unexplained reason to become some guessed at-assumed-thing, person, or animal. THEN, these
unexplained somethings decided for several unexplained reasons to become what we see on
Earth today, including man. THEN-N-N-N, for some unexplained reason, all of these unexplained
things with all their unexplained reasons stopped doing what no one can explain and yet is taught
as fact – the theory of Evolution. Now, really, which is more rational – God or Evolution?

As one can tell, there is a real need to be able to show that God exists. As time passes by, it will
become more critical. In order to help us show that God exists, let us observe some important
facts relevant to our study.

Mankind exists. While some may question the value or worth of our existence, we cannot deny
that we exist. Upon Earth today, some six billion people exist.

The universe exists. We may not know a lot about our universe, but we can all see the stars, the
Sun, the Moon, etc. At times, we just like to sit back and enjoy all the natural beauty that is around
us. 

There is orderliness to our universe. The Earth rotates, tilts, and revolves around the Sun
consistently. These are so orderly they are used to measure such things as our days and years.
The tilt of the Earth controls our seasons. Planets in the solar system do not collide with each
other. These planets show such order that we can calculate where they will be at a certain time.
We see this orderliness every day as we observe what is going on around us. 
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There is design in our universe. Who among us would have thought to place Earth just the right
distance from the Sun, have it tilt at just the right angle, and rotate at just the right speed? The
magnificence of the human body is an example of great design. Have you ever considered the
tremendous design that went in to getting a cut on our finger followed by a message sent to the
brain, and then, having a message sent to the circulatory system to have it send white blood cells
to the cut? All of this happens almost instantaneously. 

We are finite beings. We have not nor will we always exist. We live. We die. We did not create
ourselves. We do not have the power to stop death. These are facts we know.

All that we have said to this point brings us to our question – Can we know God exists? The
following should help answer our question.

A creation demands a creator (Hebrews 3:4). Our existence and the existence of the universe
beg for an explanation. Man’s alternatives to God do not stand up under scrutiny. Man has
attempted to explain our existence by saying we are of naturalistic origin. It would therefore follow
that we are either eternal or we created ourselves. That we created ourselves demands that we
pre-exist ourselves, which is illogical and impossible. Man is not eternal, as we are born and we
die. We have a beginning and an end. The Second Law of Thermodynamics shows that our
universe is decaying, and therefore, not eternal. The other alternative offered to the existence of
God is the theory of Evolution. This theory is based on assumption after assumption, and in all its
years of being, has not offered one proof that it happened. Evolution demands that some object
decide to come alive, yet we know that non-living things cannot take on life. (Remember that
according to the theory of Evolution, there was a time when there was no life on Earth.
Supposedly, out of a miry clay pit some object took on life and crawled out to become all we have
today.) 
Can we know God exists? Absolutely, for God made the heavens, the earth, and all that is in them
(Acts 17:24; Exodus 20:11).

Design demands a designer. When one considers the human body and its intricate design, one
cannot deny there is a great designer. We did not come about by some chance, for we are
fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14). A few years ago, I heard an individual explain that
he started to believe there was a God after observing the design of his little girl’s ear. Consider
also the design of our universe. Everything is in the exact place it needs to be for our universe to
function. Any closer to the Sun and the Earth would burn up. If the Moon decided to leave us, we
would have chaos on the Earth, as our oceans would go out of control. On the Earth, we have the
intricate design of our plant life, water cycle, and other systems. Since life cannot exist without all
of this being in place, these things could not have come about as an evolutionary process taking
place over billions of years. These things show the hand of a great designer. Can we know God
exists? We have no doubt, because God was the great designer (Job 38ff).

Order demands an orderer. Does any one really believe that one can randomly throw out several
things and that they would fall in the exact order and place to sustain life on Earth? Our planets
move in such an order that we can plan on where they will be, even several years from now.
Those who have ever shot at a moving target understand about leading a target. That is, you
shoot where the target is headed, not where it is now. Imagine, then, trying to shoot a rocket to
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the Moon and “lead it” so you will hit it several days later (or trying to hit Mars several years later).
If it were not that our universe operated in such perfect order, we could not do such things. In The
New York Public Library Desk Reference 3rd Edition there is a listing of the total eclipses of the
Sun from 1900 – 2010. Over the next nine years, total eclipses of the Sun will occur on December
4, 2002, November 23, 2003, April 8, 2005, March 29, 2006, August 1, 2008, July 22, 2009, and
July 11, 2010. The central lines of these eclipses will be Southern Africa, Indian Ocean; Antarctica;
South Pacific Ocean, Colombia, Venezuela; Africa, Turkey, Georgia, Russia, Kazakhstan; China,
Russia, Kazakhstan; India, China, Pacific Ocean; and, Pacific Ocean, Chile. These predictions are
made based on orderliness. Order does not come out of chaos, but from one who has ordered the
universe. Can we know God exists? Yes, because he created order to our universe (Genesis 1).

The finite demands an infinite. That we did not create ourselves and that we are not eternal are
self-evident. Therefore, we had to have a creator. This creator, though, would have to be infinite,
i.e., always existing. While tracing our lineage, we will eventually get to an uncaused cause.
Something had to have always been in order to bring about the creation. Can we know God
exists? With absolute certainty, we can know. He is the always-existing one (Exodus 3:14; Psalm
90:2; Deuteronomy 33:27) who created us (Genesis 1:26,27; Acts 17:28,29).

We can know God exists. We do not have to back down from anyone who challenges this fact.
The world may try to explain away God in order to get away from its responsibility to God, but
everything around us reveals to us there is a God. The Bible teaches us about God.

Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shown
it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse. (Romans 1:19,20)

“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.” (Psalm 19:1)
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Does The Existence Of Evil Prove God Does Not Exist?
Robert R. Taylor, Jr.

INTRODUCTION

Ancient man denied God; modern man does the same. Three thousand years ago Israel’s Sweet
Singer lamented the infidelity of his day by saying, “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no
God” (Psalms 14:1; 53:1). Modern man hears this ancient echo and voices the same blatant denial
of our Wonderful, Worthy God on holy high. Increasingly, the blight of atheism and agnosticism
inundates our tottering society.  Astute observers of our crucial age speak of this as the Post-
Christian era. This means lessening of Biblical influence in our times.  Theists, believers in God,
line up with King David again and inquire, “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous
do?” (Psalm 11:3). We can PREACH and PRACTICE His religion; we can PERSUADE others to
open hearts and lives to Him. We can meet head-on those who deny His existence; we can
marshall the staggering evidence for His existence and articulate the arguments in His behalf in
forceful fashion. With militancy the powerful Peter wrote, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:
and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that
is in you with meekness and fear:…” (1 Peter 3:15).

Hope rises into rich reality or sinks into total emptiness with accepting or rejecting God’s existence.
God equals hope; no God equals a hopeless future, a darkened pathway and gloom settling over
our cheerless graves. To borrow a sentiment from Paul, we would express in like language, “If in
this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable (1 Corinthians 15:19).

OBJECTIONS AGAINST GOD NUMBER BUT TWO

There have been many superficial objectors toward a belief in God. Some discount Him because
their eye has not seen Him and their ear has not perceived any audible communication from Him.
Not discerning Him with their five senses—touch, taste, smell, sight and hearing—they pompously
deny His existence. Many wish He did not exist and the wish fathers the thought of His denial.

The serious detractors come up with only two grounds of denial, i.e., the presence of evil in our
world and human suffering. The former of these is our focus for this study.
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ATHEISTS AND THE PROBLEM OF EVIL

In 1929 Charles Smith, President of the American Association for the Advancement of Atheism,
met in debate a great gospel preacher named W. L. Oliphant. This debate was conducted at
Shawnee, Oklahoma. In his first speech Smith quoted with approval, Epicurus, who said, 

Either God wishes to destroy evil and cannot; or he can but will not; or neither
wishes nor has the power; or he both desires and is able. If he wishes and cannot,
he is impotent; if he can but will not, he is wicked; if he neither wishes nor can, he
is impotent as well as wicked; if he can and will, why does evil exist? (Oliphant 28)

Eighteen years laters, 1947, James D. Bales of Harding College (now University) met in debate
with Woolsey Teller, one of the founders of the American Association for the Advancement of
Atheism. It was conducted at Harding College Auditorium in Searcy, Arkansas. Later is was
published. I was just a teen-age preacher when I bought and read the book during 1950. Early in
his first speech Teller referred to World War II that had just ended a couple years earlier (1945).
He noted all the prayers prayed in that holocaust affecting the whole world. Arrogantly, he asked,
“What was God doing all that time?” Pompously, he said God did nothing; the war went on; “He
did not stop the war.” (Bales 6) He slandered God and God’s people throughout the debate. He
thought the problem of evil ruled out God. He but parroted a threadbare, atheistic line of sophistry.

Flew, Matson and Barnhart, atheists met in debate by Thomas B. Warren between 1976-1980,
were in the same corner with Smith and Teller. They were smarter than Smith and Teller as far
as worldly knowledge was concerned but all five were ignorant of the truth that saves. All five were
intoxicated with the concept of God. They frequently talked, wrote and debated about Him, but not
as the Father whose children they desired to become and remain. Without exception they all five
were God haters (cf. Romans 1:30).

EVIL IS REAL IN OUR WORLD

We are constant witnesses of the relentless evils inundating our sin-saturated society. Multiplied
millions have perished in the wars fought in just the last century alone. Communism triumphed
behind the Iron and Bamboo Curtains upon the corpses of slain millions. Bombs blow up buildings
and down planes in the sky. Murder, rape, robbery, violence, spouse abuse, child abuse, abortion,
drinking, other lethal drugs, character assassinations and fraud stalk the cities, towns and rural
areas of our troubled land. Abortion takes more than a million lives in the USA every year and
perhaps forty to fifty-five million world-wide. Since the infamous Roe Vs. Wade Decision in 1973
between thirty and forty million precious babies in the USA have had wombs turned into tombs for
them. Wombs of women minus any natural affection have become homicide centers in our
callused society.

Greed rules much of the work place with little sensitivity for workers or buyers of products and
services. The Internet threatens to become an even greater cesspool of corruption among those
who live sensual lives worshiping the bodies of the opposite sex and even those of the same sex
(homosexuality).
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Each of us would have to be blind in one eye and unable to see with the other eye to deny the
reality of evil in our day.

DOES THE PRESENCE OF EVIL RULE OUT GOD?

The theist, a believer in God, says NO! The atheist, a denier of God, shouts YES! Crime in a city
does not rule out the godly people who live there. A wayward son or daughter does not rule out
godly parents who lived well before them and taught principles of integrity to those children now
gone astray. A rebellious student does not rule out an administration, staff, dedicated teachers and
serious-minded students in said educational environments.

An evil Ahab and Jezebel team did not negate the existence of Elijah or Micaiah in the Northern
Kingdom. Evil Pharisees and Sadducees did not rule out the reality of John the Immerser.  An evil,
traitorous Judas Iscariot does not make Jesus any less real. Why then would evil in our world
militate against God’s existence and extended goodness?

The truth of the matter is THAT IT DOES NOT!

ATHEISTS HAVE TO MAKE A REAL CONCESSION HERE

Relative to what he calls evil the atheist creates a real problem for himself. In fact he makes a
dangerous concession for the validity of his own infidelic cause. Unless God exists, there can be
NO type of objective standard determining right and wrong, good and evil, what he ought to do and
what he ought not to do. Eliminate God and everything becomes totally subjective. Each becomes
his own moral regulator; he establishes his own norm or standard. What he may hate another may
love; what he may love another may hate. What he thinks ought not to be done another may think
it ought to be done or what he thinks ought to be done another thinks it ought not to be done! What
gives him the right to set norms for other people?

In essence, one well-known philosopher stated the matter this way, “If God does not exist,
anything is permissible; nothing is to be denied man.” The ONLY possible evil the atheist might
find is what is disagreeable or unpleasant to him personally. And what is disagreeable and
unsatisfactory to him might be wholly agreeable and entirely satisfactory to a colleague, a neighbor
or even a member of his immediate family. These may not share his dislikes at all; in fact they
might like what he dislikes. Thus, what he styles evil they style good; what he disapproves they
approve; what he finds distasteful they find delightful. Rule out God and all are here as a result
of Time and Chance at work and Time and Chance are incapable of determining good and evil.
The evolutionary children of Time and Chance likewise are incapable of determining good and evil
for mankind. Inability to determine norms and standards runs the whole gamut from cockroach to
child and from a mouse to a man. In fact, one evolutionist is on written record as saying the only
difference between mouse and man is in the arrangement of molecules! Grant this as the true
origin of all living organisms, what is the difference in crushing that cockroach with one’s shoe and
bashing out the brains of a screaming child who will not hush for a frustrated baby sitter? What
is the difference in catching a mouse in a trap of death and making a man’s head the target of a
loaded and aimed gun? Morality cannot come from the workings of Time and Chance! If so, how,
How, HOW?
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Minus the Sovereign of the Universe of His August Throne and as He has revealed Himself to us
within Sacred Scripture as moral ruler, absolute standard designer and executor of justice, there
can be NO degrees of better or worse except in a subjective sort of way. There can be no
objective right or wrong, good or evil in a world minus God. If so, how, How, HOW?

I attended every session of the Warren-Flew Debate in Denton, Texas in 1976, wrote a review of
it later for the Gospel Advocate, November 18, 1976, and later read the printed volume of the
debate when it was published. Atheistic Flew advanced NO affirmative argumentation when
supposedly he was in the affirmative; he set forth NO negative argumentation when supposedly
he was in the negative. He was weak as water in seeking to defend the tenets of atheism. He
entered this debate saying he KNEW God did not exist. Had I been an atheist in Denton that week,
I would have felt he let down the cause of infidelity with ineptness personified! Yet, none of his
atheistic peers could have done one bit better. Carl Sagan could not have done any better. Later
Sagan was challenged to meet Warren and he refused. He knew better than to become another
casualty at the hands of the brilliant Warren.

Flew had Herculean problems in dealing with the higher law violated by the Germans during World
War II and especially their atrocities against six million Jews they liquidated so cruelly, so coldly,
so callously. He and brother Warren both served in the Allied Cause during this war. He served
in the British military; brother Warren served in the American military. The razor-sharp Warren
logic showed conclusively that the German war lords did not violate British, French, American or
even international law for toward such they claimed they were not amenable. In fact, they did not
violate even German law feeling this Jewish holocaust was in their own best national interest as
an imperialistic nation in quest of world domination. The German nationalistic spirit that Hitler
whipped into high gear during the l930’s convinced the German people that they were supermen
with a clear destiny of controlling the whole world. Warren knew which law they had
violated—God’s law. Judge Robert Jackson at the Nuremberg trial knew the German war lords
had violated higher law and he knew which law that was—God’s law. Flew, consistent with his
atheistic philosophy that he was not about to renounce, did not know what that higher law was.
At least he would not admit what it was! This was but one of a multitude of Warren arguments he
could not or would not answer. But the higher law argument proved to be a thorn in his polemic
side throughout the debate in Denton. Warren was a modern day David who met and demolished
a Goliath of the world-wide atheistic community. Flew was the best, or among the best, they had.
Yet Flew fluttered, failed and fled the Denton arena of debating action as a pathetic proponent of
militant atheism. Seldom has there ever been a debate as one-sided as this one proved to be.

SATAN AND SIN ARE TO BLAME FOR EARTHLY EVIL

Atheists fail miserably to recognize that good and good only dominated the excellencies of Eden
in Genesis 1,2 until Satan, the serpent and sin entered the hearts of humanity. Furthermore, many
outstanding scholars, with expertise in both Scripture and science, are convinced that the flood,
caused by an almost universal reign of sin on earth, changed our world drastically thus bringing
about violent weather conditions that did not exist prior to the flood but have produced subsequent
to it violent sun rays, killer tornadoes, typhoons, hurricanes, volcano eruptions, etc. If right in this,
as I believe they are, sin is to blame for the climatic cruelties atheists attribute as evil thus making
God blameworthy.
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There was no pain, suffering or death while Adam and Even were in a state of innocency. All this
came subsequent to the fall in Eden. Evolution denies man as a fallen creature. Some fifty years
ago George Gaylord Simpson, an internationally known evolutionist, wrote a book entitled The
Meaning Of Evolution, which the New York Times, called the best work on evolution produced in
our time. In it, page 310, Simpson said man has not fallen; he has risen. This is a flat contradiction
of Genesis 3. Either Moses or Simpson lied. If you have trouble deciding who the liar is, you are
in real trouble spiritually speaking. Scripture, sanity and astute observations about us call evolution
the big lie when it denies that man has fallen. On evolution ‘s part this is arrogant, ignorant and
void of any and all substance.

Satan and fallen man are responsible for ALL the real evil in our world—100% of it! It is time, in
fact way past time, that the accusing finger of infidelity is turned away from the Innocent,
Immaculate Godhead toward the real culprits in evil’s manufacture and continuation—Satan and
sinful man. God is blamed for every wrong thing that happens on our earth. I, for one, deeply
resent such! God is of too pure an eye to behold, with approval, any evil. Habakkuk 1:13 should
be consulted at this point.

SOME POINTS TO PONDER

1. Man sinks to his lowest level when he denies his Creator and Sustainer.
2. Atheism is the ruin of every person who imbibes its lethal tenets.
3. There is NO glimmer of hope in atheism or agnosticism—not a particle!
4. Charles Smith and Woolsey Teller were exceedingly poor specimen of humanity when

they railed against God in the first half of the 1900’s; Simpson, Flew, Matson, Barnhart
and Sagan were no better specimen during the last half of the 1900’s.

5. We should all be up-in-arms at all our Glorious God is accused of perpetrating!
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Is The Bible Authoritative?
Robert R. Taylor, Jr.

INTRODUCTION

In Open Forums and Question and Answer periods, which I often conduct in different parts of the
country, I am frequently asked, “What is the greatest problem we face today in the realm of
religion?” Uniformly, I have answered, “A lack of respect for the authority of God’s Word.” Where
there is no authority there will be chaos and anarchy—a revival of the corrupt conditions prevalent
in the era of the Judges (Judges 17:6-21:25). In between these twin declarations are to be found
some of the most atrocious crimes conveyed anywhere in the Bible. It was a time when every man
did what was right in his own eyes and what was right in his eyes was woefully wrong in the eyes
of Jehovah God.

Authority is not an IN word in today’s society. This is true in the home, in schools, in work places,
in morals and even in religion. Yet in every dispensation in which God has dealt with man authority
has been an imperative ingredient. Authority inhered the Patriarchal Dispensation; it inhered the
Mosaic Economy with Moses and Old Testament prophets; it inheres Christianity. We have long
preached, and correctly so, that Christianity is the religion of Biblical authority. Jesus Christ is the
heavenly founder of Christianity and there is no way He can be separated from the wise concept
of authority. He wielded it while here; He spoke of it in the Great Commission in Matthew 28:18
(ASV); He clothed His apostles with power or authority when the Holy Spirit came upon them in
Acts 2.  He so promised in Mark 9:1; Luke 24:51 and Acts 1:8. He fulfilled it marvelously and
minutely in Acts 2.

Authority is the right to command. Implied is the obligation for subjects of that power to submit
whether in the home, school, society, on the job or within religion.

AUTHORITY IN PATRIARCHY

In Genesis 1-2 Adam and Eve were subject to the authority of God’s Word as He told them to
multiply, replenish the earth, have dominion, keep the garden and respect the prohibition God
placed around the tree of knowledge of good and evil. In Genesis 3 they failed to respect his
prohibition and thus plunged the world into sin. Great was the punishment they reaped. They were
separated from the tree of life and so are we. That is why we all die whether young, old or in
between. 
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In Genesis 4 Abel respected the Word of God while Cain did not respect such. In Genesis 5 we
have the portrait of the lovely Enoch who respected that Word and walked with God for three or
more centuries. In Genesis 6 nearly the whole world disrespected the Word of God with only eight
obedient subjects of God on the whole earth among the accountable. The flood came upon the
world of the ungodly as Peter expressed it in 2 Peter 2:5. Noah and his family of seven were saved
because they respected God’s Word and abided by it (Genesis 6:22; 7:5).

From Genesis 12-50 we read of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. These saintly patriarchs had
deep respect for the Word of God and built their lives upon the same. God rewarded them richly.

AUTHORITY UNDER MOSES AND THE PROPHETS

Moses and Aaron were both subject to the authority of God’s Word. This is why they went into
Egypt and demanded the release of an entire nation of Israelites. Pharaoh was stubborn but the
Almighty obtained his attention and all the nation of the Egyptians with the ten plagues. They
learned the hard way that adamant sinners do not turn up their noses spiting or mocking God. Paul
will address that in Galatians 6:7,8. From Sinai Moses received The Ten Commandments.
Authority inhered each one; they were not mere suggestions or optional matters. God placed teeth
in every one of them as the violation each one called for capital punishment. We are told that
Moses and later prophets added another 603 making the grand total of 613 laws of the Mosaic
System.

Old Testament prophets were God’s spokesmen. They spoke with authority. Wayward priests and
kings feared when God’s prophets came with reprimands, as was often the case in the Old
Testament. Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the Bible, is filled with the authority of God’s Word.
Isaiah charged his generation to go to the law and the testimony in Isaiah 8:20. This he would not
have done had these sacred writings been void of authority. In Isaiah 34:16 he counseled his
peers to seek out the book of the Lord and read. This he would not have done if God’s Book had
been impotent in power or robbed of all authority. Note that he did not counsel them to go to the
doctrines and commandments of men. The weeping prophet of Judah and Jerusalem, Jeremiah,
told his adamant peers to hear the Word of the Lord in Jeremiah 22:29. Why charge such if God’s
Word had no power or authority inhering it?  There were sixteen of the major and minor Prophets;
they wrote seventeen prophetic books from Isaiah to Malachi. Jeremiah penned two, the rest
penning one each. Minus exception each one preached that authority inhered the Word of
Almighty God. They believed such from the depths of their saintly souls.

THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST

Being one of the Godhead Three means that he possessed authority or power just as the First and
Third Persons possess such. That authority rested or resided in His Word. It is evidenced in the
unfolding drama of creation. In his precious Prologue John, the apostle, affirmed that He was in
the beginning with God and was God (John 1:1). Verses 2,3 state, “The same was in the
beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that
was made.” In Colossians 1:15-17 Paul voices more of the same. So does Hebrews 1:10. “And
God said” in Genesis 1 means that the Second Person was bringing all things into existence by
the authority or power of His spoken Word. It is nothing short of slander against the Scriptures and
blasphemy of His hold Word to contend that such Word is just informational and nothing more. I
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would be ashamed to say such a thing or support one who contends for this type of slander.
Israel’s Sweet Singer adds these words of wisdom and weight,

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the
breath of his mouth…For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood
fast” (Psalm 33:6,9).

The authority or power of Christ’s Word is observed clearly and cogently in His preservation of the
Universe. A duet of declarations tells us in Hebrews 1:3 and Colossians 1:17 respectively,

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;…And he is before all things,
and by him all things consist.

By Him all things are held together or held intact. Every now and then the “God is dead” theory
rises among infidels as it did with Altizer during the 1960’s when he claimed to preach God’s
funeral. Had the Godhead really died there would have been no one at the controls of the Universe
and everything would have been in instant anarchy and total chaos. The inimitable Marshall
Keeble said in response to this, “I had not heard the Lord had been sick, let alone had died!”
Neither had occurred, as Keeble well knew. The Lord every lives and continues to uphold all things
by the Word of His power or authority. And this Word  power is far more than informational!
Shame, SHAME on anyone who would reduce the Word of Christ to such a low level.

The power and authority of His Word is observed in the matchless and marvelous miracles He
performed with such amazing ease. He healed the sick and infirm by the spoken Word of power
and authority. In Mark 5, Luke 7 and John 11 He spoke words of brevity and the dead lived again.
“Talitha cumi” or “Damsel, I say unto thee, arise..Young man, I say unto thee, Arise… Lazarus,
come forth.” The elements were subject to His Word of power or authority. He walked on the
Galilean Sea, stopped a storm on that same sea, multiplied food for men, women and children en
masse, told men when and where to catch fish and cursed a barren fig tree on Monday of the Final
Week. What He did by the Word of His power and authority as far more than informational.

Authority pervaded all His teaching, preaching, parables and one-on-one conversations. Matthew’s
assessment of the Sermon on the Mount is given in these Words of weight and wisdom,

And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were
astonished at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having authority, and not as
the scribes (Matthew 7:28,29).

In Luke 4:32 astute observers “were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.” The
Greek word for power here can also be translated as authority. They did not consider what he said
as “a dead letter” as some preachers do in the notorious name of Calvinism. In John 7 officers are
sent to apprehend Him. Returning without Him they told their superiors in John 7:46, “Never man
spake like this man.”

Authority or power pervades the Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15,16; Luke
24:46,47; John 20:21-23 and Acts 1:8. Opening syllables in Matthew’s account of this marching
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commission affirm that all power or authority had been tendered to Him in heaven and on earth
(Matthew 28:18).

AUTHORITY IN CHRISTIANITY

Moses and Elijah appeared with the Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration in Matthew 17; Mark
9 and Luke 9. Impetuous Peter proposed the building of three tabernacles—one for Moses, one
for Elijah and one for Christ. Such a proposal raised Moses and Elijah too high and lowered Christ
too much. From the majestic cloud Jehovah God said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased; hear ye him” (Matthew 17:5). Moses has had his day of power and authority as lawgiver;
Elijah has had his day of power and authority as prophet; now hear my Son. Hebrews 1:1 informs
us that God now speaks to us by His Son—not by Moses, Elijah and Christ—but by Christ.

Relative to His church He is builder, foundation, purchaser, head and saviour (Matthew 16:18; I
Corinthians 3:11; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:23). Power or authority pervades all of these roles
toward His church. As head He calls the shots (Ephesians 1:22,23; Colossians 1:18)—not Popes,
priests, rabbis, preachers, cultic heads or Change Agents among us. Authority or power reigns
in Him. He is the one and only lawgiver as per James 4:12. He delegated authority or power to the
apostles as we see in Acts 1:8. Matthew 16:19 and 18:18 make it crystal clear that what they
taught would already have been decided upon in the courts of heavenly glory. What they bound
or loosed would already have been bound or loosed in heaven. They echoed authoritatively on
earth that which had already been authoritatively decided in heaven by Deity. Proof of their
apostolic authority is enunciated clearly and cogently by Jesus in these words, “He that heareth
you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him
that sent me” (Luke 10:16). Hence, what we have from their voices and pens is just as
authoritative as any of the red lettered sayings found in some New Testaments. All we do is to be
done in His name or by His authority as per Colossians 3:17.

One of the very best concepts we have of authority and its levels of command is found in the
statements made by the Capernaum centurion,

Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, and
my servant shall be healed. For I also am a man set under authority, having under
me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he
cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it (Luke 7:7,8).

The truth, when known and obeyed, will make us free (John 8:32). We have it and it is
authoritative, infallible and all-sufficient. All truth has been revealed to us by apostolic men (John
16:13). We have it and it is authoritative, infallible and all-sufficient. We have been given all things
that pertain to life and godliness as per II Peter 1:3. We have such and it is authoritative, infallible
and all-sufficient. We have everything that is profitable, which will fit us and then outfit us within
Sacred Scripture as per II Timothy 3:16,17. We have such in our precious possession and it is
authoritative, infallible and all-sufficient. What need we more? Nothing is the definitive answer. 
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THOSE WHO REJECT BIBLICAL AUTHORITY

Numbered and noted they are:
1. Every creed-maker and user.
2. The entire Catholic, Protestant, cultic and occultic world.
3. The Change Agents among us.
4. The apathetic among us.
5. Those who place feelings over His Word.
6. Those who reduce the Word of God to just an informational medium.
7. Those who employ the language of Ashdod and talk of the supra-literary work of the

Holy Spirit. Such language does not belong among people wedded to speaking as
the oracles of God direct in I Peter 4:11.

8. Those who contend for the direct operation of the Holy Spirit on the hearts of both
sinners and saints.

9. Those who reject the former but accept the latter. It is nothing short of delayed
Calvinism. Either view is a serious impeachment of the all-sufficiency of God’s Word.
If not, why not?

CONCLUSION

Most assuredly, the Bible is authoritative. We must respect what it says; we must respect its
silence.
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Toney is a 1982 graduate of the Brown Trail School of Preaching. He has worked with churches in Texas, Oklahoma,
Missouri and Tennessee. He currently preaches at the church in Dresden, Tennessee. He is a frequent speaker on
lectureships and gospel meetings. He and his wife have three children.

Are The Days Of Genesis Eons Of Time?
Toney L. Smith

INTRODUCTION

Much has been said concerning the topic before us. Does time play any role in the system of faith
which men are required to obtain and live within? We must have faith (Hebrews 11:6) and the faith
which we come to know and practice is revealed in and through the word of God (Romans 10:17).
Does it really matter what we believe concerning the time period in which the world was framed? In
the mind of many it is only a minor consideration, not anything to be alarmed about. However, if it is
possible to dismiss the first three chapters of Genesis as being only mythical, what then could we
really trust? The very heart and core of man’s faith begins with the creation. “In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1), and with that simple phrase we step into the
wonderful revelation of God, in which He Himself speaks of His powerful existence.

There are some that support the notion that the days of Genesis chapter one were really thousands
upon thousands of years. In the thinking of many, this doctrine can be believed without it’s having a
negative effect upon their understanding of God. However, a closer look will show the damnable truth
concerning this position, which is commonly known as the “day-age theory.” To take this position is
to discount and discredit the creation and the beginning of God’s scheme for the redemption of
mankind.

THE DAY AGE THEORY DEFINED

The day age theory sets forth the notion that the days of Genesis chapter one were in fact long
periods of time. Until the damnable doctrine of evolution became a so-called fact men widely
accepted that the days of creation were literal twenty-four hour time periods. As scientist began
teaching that organisms slowly changed form as they grew and developed into what we now know
as life, there was a need for more time to shore up their positions. They had to assert that it took very
long periods of time to accomplish this evolutionary process or else it would not be accepted. About
that time some theologians came under attack from the evolutionists. They then began trying to
harmonize the Bible and science, with most of the emphasis on the so called science. The conclusion
to which many came was that if things came about by the evolutionary process there had to be eons
of time, thus the “days” of Genesis chapter one became long periods of time. Bible truth had to be
set aside to allow the scientific world’s “credibility.”

It would be improper to say that this idea of long periods of time originated with Darwin’s publication,
On The Origin of Species (1859). Earlier teachings had caused some to question the literal meaning
of creation’s “days.” Origin, the Alexandrian church father, (A.D. 185 - 254) is given credit as being
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the first to explain  that creation’s days were non-literal  (Farr 187-203). Augustine (A. D. 354-430),
followed Origin in arguing that the creation “days” were to be understood allegorically, rather than
literal (Augustine 6-7). However, it not does not seem that this view was wide spread or commonly
accepted as fact. During the Reformation Movement, Martin Luther argued for the literal interpretation
of the creation account. He asserted that Moses spoke in the literal sense, not allegorically or
figuratively, i.e., that the world, with all its creatures, was created within six days, as the words read.

Really, the day age theory grew out of a need to harmonize time so it would fit into the evolutionists
false doctrine. Evolution can be broken down into at least three categories. The first is Organic
evolution. It contends that millions of years ago lifeless matter which was influenced by nature gave
origin to living matter as we now know it. Next is the Special Theory, which teaches that all changes
came from its surroundings, it’s environment. The third theory is commonly known as Theistic
Evolution, which forces one to accept a conclusion that the earth is billions of years old. Within this
teaching we find two popular positions. There is the “gap” theory which holds to a doctrine that
between Genesis 1:1 and the beginning of days in verse two there was eons of time. The other
philosophy contained in this category is the “day age” theory. This position teaches a supreme power
set in motion the heaven and the earth (Genesis 1:1), but then let it gradually and slowly evolve over
millions of years. This position demands that the days of creation were not literal twenty-four hours,
but rather were long, long periods of time.

In all of these false positions there are some very serious consequences. These ideas deny the
miraculous power of our Supreme creator to set in order all of creation just as Moses, by revelation
recorded. Just think, if it is true that Genesis chapters one through three are not literal, we must as
a matter of consistency question and reject every passage of scripture which refers back to this
Divine event! The context of Matthew 19:4-9 is the teaching of God’s law concerning marriage,
divorce, and re-marriage. Jesus refers back to Genesis 2:18-24. If this event was only a myth, how
could the law of marriage hinge upon an understanding of it? 

Whether the “day age” theory comes from organic or from theistic evolution it is dangerous and must
never be taken lightly. It will and does pose a threat to our faith and to that of our young people.
Without full assurance in the validity and genuineness of God’s word, we are adrift on a sea of doubt
and destined to question everything affirmed by God through His word.

SCRIPTURES AFFIRM THE TWENTY FOUR HOUR DAYS OF GENESIS ONE

The word for day used in the Genesis chapter one account of creations time frame is the word “YOM.”
It appears 2,304 times in the Hebrew Bible, eighty three of which appear in Genesis. When Moses,
by inspiration used YOM, he combined it with numbers (1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.) And with “evening and
morning.” Thereafter, when YOM is used in this manner it always refers to a normal twenty four hour
day. In other words, God used the exact words he intended to use to convey truth to us. The most
widely recognized lexicons and dictionaries of the Hebrew language understand the word “day” in
Genesis one to mean twenty-four hours. One lexicon refers to Genesis 1:5 as “day of 24 hours”
(Holladay 130) Brown-Driver-Briggs Lexicon also defines the word “day” of creation as a regular “day
as defined by evening and morning” (398).
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There are other words which could have been used. And God knows every word and precisely the
meaning of each. Had God intended to say that creation took long periods of time, there are several
words which could have been used. The plural for YOM is YAMIN and means “days of old.” The word
QEDEM carries the meaning of “from days of old.” There are other word in the Hebrew language
which carry the meaning of a continuing even, DOR means “generations of days and nights,” OLAM
means “perpetual, for ever and ever,” TAMID means “the continuation of days,” AD means “and it was
ongoing,” YOM RAB means “a long day, day being a long period of time.” In fact some of these words
are used in Genesis. In Genesis 6:3 the word OLAM is used; “...My spirit shall not always (OLAM)
strive with man...”  In Genesis 9:12 we read; “...for perpetual generations (OLAM DOR)...” Another
word could have been used in Genesis 1:14; “And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of
the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons (MOED), and
for days, and years.” I use these only illustrate that God knows exactly what word should be used to
convey the message which He intended.

We must also take into consideration the fact that when God gave the Fourth Commandment (Exodus
20:8-11) it was based upon the twenty-four days used in Genesis one. Notice these verses;
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:  But the
seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates:  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. It would be ridiculous
to say that Israel did not understand YOM to mean one normal day. Did they rest for seven days, a
month, eons of time, or did they take one twenty-four hour day? 

SCIENCE AFFIRMS THE NECESSITY OF TWENTY FOUR DAYS IN GENESIS ONE

A proper scientific study reveals that the survival of plants and animals require a twenty-four hour
sequence of time. If each day were actually billions of years, as the “day-age” proponents require,
then half of that given day would have been spent in darkness. That would mean there was darkness
for 500 million years. How could life in any form survive? The plants, insects, and animals would of
necessity need both the night and day. The necessity of such is an argument for the truth presented
in the seven twenty-four days of Genesis one!

The life cycle of plants and animals are dependent one upon the other. From Genesis one we
observe the sequence of the introduction of life into the world. Plants were created on the third day
(11-13), fish and  birds on the fifth day (20-23), and the beasts, insects, and man on the sixth day (24-
31). Could the dependent plants have survived for eons of time waiting for the birds and insects?
Some birds eat only insects. Could they have survived while waiting for the insects to arrive. 

Scientist are even refuting their own theories concerning the “day-age” theory. Symbiosis is a term
describing a mutually beneficial relationship between two types of life forms. Some plants cannot
reproduce without the habits of some insects and birds. The Yucca plant is dependent upon the Yucca
Moth for pollination. Most flowers are dependent upon the bees for pollination. 
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Sometimes when one species become extinct, all other living things which depend upon the other for
pollination and survival, will also die out. Settlers on the small tropical island of Mauritius in the Indian
Ocean in the early 1500s found a most unusual bird. It was as large as a turkey, of ungainly build, with
short curly tail feathers and tiny wings. It was so unafraid of humans that the Portuguese named it
doudo, meaning “simpleton.”  Sailors and settlers slaughtered these dodo birds in large numbers.
Pigs introduced to the island ate the bird’s eggs. The last dodo was killed in 1681.

Also on the island at the time there was a tree known as the Mauritian tree (Calvaria major). At that
time the tree was common on the island, but by the 1970's only 13 Calvaria trees were left. They were
all more than 300 years old. Though they produced healthy looking seeds each year, none ever
managed to germinate. The trees had puzzled botanists for years, for their number had begun to
decline and no new trees were taking root. It seemed this tree was destined for extinction. Why was
this taking place? In the mid 1970's American ecologist Stanley Temple came up with a clear
connection between the dodo bird and the trees. Temple concluded that the dodo in times past had
eaten the tree’s fruit. The seeds were encased in a thick-walled protective coating, but the dodo’s
stone-filled gizzard exerted the needed force on the coating to expose the seed inside. When
eventually deposited by the dodo the seed could germinate. When the bird became extinct the seeds
had no way to germinate. Today the seeds are being fed to turkeys, and it is promising that this will
allow the seed to germinate and produce new trees. (Internet)

Question: What would have happened to the tree created on the third day if it had taken millions
of years before the fifth day when birds were introduced into creation. You see, God’ plan for
reproduction is surrounded by His natural laws. Certain species of life is dependent upon other
species for survival.

CONCLUSION

The account of creation is complicated only when men try to be smarter than God and will not believe
the inspired account of the beginning. God took careful steps so that we could understand. This is the
nature of God. He took the time and chose the words which tell us that the “days” of creation were
literal earth-rotation days. What could be plainer? I am thankful to God that His testimony makes
things clear to the clear minded. If our beginning is only a myth, as some claim Genesis chapters one
and two to be, could we trust any other part of His communication to us? What does the future hold
if we cannot believe the testimony of God? It is not wise to shape God’s word to fit our thinking. When
this sort of hermeneutics is applied, the Bible fails in its purpose, Divine authority is lost, and
ultimately many will loose their faith. 
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Does The Fossil Record Contradict The Bible Teaching Of Creation?
John Shafer

When I was sent me this assignment, it was suggested that we make the answer as easy to
understand as possible. So here goes. NO!

Perhaps the reason I was given this assignment is because it was thought that since I live in
Nebraska I was related to the “Nebraska Man” that was discovered in 1922. 

 In 1922 a single tooth was found in Pliocine deposits in western Nebraska. Dr. Henry
Fairfeild Osborn of Columbia University, head of the American Museum of Natural
History, determined that this tooth had characteristics of a chimpanzee,
Pithecanthropus (Java man), and man. From this he concluded that this was a missing
link. In England Sir Grafton Elliot Smith, F.R.S., Professor of Anatomy of Manchester,
fully supported Osborn.

At the time a politician from Nebraska, William Jennings Bryan, was campaigning in
the courts against man being descended from the apes. Osborn stated: ...the Earth
spoke to Byran from his own state of Nebraska. The Hesperopithecus tooth is like the
still, small voice. Its sound is by no means easy to hear... This little tooth speaks
volumes of truth, in that it affords evidence of man's descent from apes.

In 1922 the Illustrated
London Times ran an artist's
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f
Hesperopithecus and his
wife, all from the remains of
one tooth! A few years later
more evidence was found
and the tooth was
determined to be from an
extinct pig!

In this case you see some of the ingredients of the pre-man game. A discovery is
made, a prominent scientist(s) interprets the data in the framework of current scientific
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thinking. The popular press bridges the gap between the scientist and the lay person,
and in the process "fills in" a few details. The man on the street is presented with an
image, that will be retained, that man arose from apes. (Wolf)

First off I will tell you that I am not going to try and reinvent the wheel. I will rely heavily on those who
have spent years rebuking this nonsense.

I believe we must take a look at the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary and see how the word fossil
is defined.

Main Entry: fossil
Function: noun
Date: 1736
1 : a remnant, impression, or trace of an organism of past geologic ages that has been
preserved in the earth's crust
2 a : one whose views are outmoded : FOGY b : something (as a theory) that has
become rigidly fixed
3 : an old word or word element preserved only by idiom (as fro in to and fro) 

Now after reading these descriptions, I’m guessing that I should speak on the first description and
not the second even though I am more familiar with the “old fogy”!

WHY FOSSILS CAN NEVER DISPROVE CREATION

The fossil record (that is, the solidified remains of animals and plants preserved as fossils throughout
the earth's rock layers) is frequently proposed as evidence for evolution. But here is an amazing fact:
fossils are absolutely worthless as proof of evolution. This is why… Get a sheet of paper and tear off
five roughly similar pieces. These will represent five fossils. Put them in front of you. Now arrange
them into some sort of order, either smallest at the bottom up to largest at the top, or the most similar
shapes on the bottom up to the most dissimilar shape on top, or whatever. You can make them any
shape, as long as if you ask someone else they would be able to see some logical arrangement in
the order you put them in.

Let's pretend these are five fossils and they are the subject of a creation-evolution debate. The
evolutionist team says the fossilized creature at the bottom evolved into the fossilized creature at the
top. The creationist team says they were all created as separate fossils, and none of them evolved.

Now come up with evidence to prove each side is right. The fossils cannot prove evolution! 

The most interesting thing you will find is that the evolutionists have the much harder job: trying to
prove that one fossil evolved into others. The reason is that all five fossils are separate now, and an
unbiased observer would have to say there is no indication in the fossils (or pieces of paper)
themselves that they were not always separate since the time they were made.
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It becomes clear that no matter how many fossils you line up, the fact remains that they are all
separate. One is not turning into, or evolving into another. They just have some similarities. So if you
say one has evolved into another, you have to find a much better proof than just lining up fossils and
saying one turned into another. 

EVOLUTION'S FLAW

And that is the insurmountable flaw in trying to use fossils as evidence for evolution. Unless you can
show that one kind of creature definitely turned into a completely different kind, you will never be able
to prove from those fossils that they were not always separate just as the creationists say. 

That is why fossils can never prove evolution, and it is naive to think that they can. You can line up
similar-looking computers, printers, books, or pieces of furniture, just as you lined up the fossils. But
you cannot show simply by looking at any of their similarities that they evolved through the sequence
you are looking at. 

The fossil record in the rocks confirms this. As much as Charles Darwin protested that the fossil
record was incomplete when he wrote Origin of Species, he could no longer use that as an excuse
if he were alive today. His belief that “transitional” fossils (one type of creature turning into another)
must be numerous in the fossil record simply has not turned out to be true.

CREATURES ALWAYS LOOK THE SAME

The fossil record shows exactly the opposite of what Darwin believed. It shows that from the “earliest”
appearance of almost any animal or plant you want to name, all the way up to the time it goes extinct
or the way it looks today, it looks pretty much the same. The oldest bat looks like today's bats, the
oldest spider looks like today's spiders, the oldest coelacanths look like today's coelacanths, the first
Tyrannosaurus rex looked like the last. They did not arise in gradual transformations from
different-looking ancestors. They always were fully formed and recognizable as what they were and
are. 

Even worse for evolutionists, their theory claims some of the most bizarre and impossible transitions,
none of which seems to be documented in the fossil record. For example, bats and whales
supposedly evolved from the same mammalian ancestor in a fairly short time on the evolutionists'
timescale. Come on now! What sort of creature could give rise to the enormously different features
in a bat and a whale? 

If the “first” mammal was a smallish shrew like animal, as evolutionists have said, think of the
horrifyingly huge transformations that must have taken place in an impossibly short time to get a flying
bat and another gigantic, totally different type of creature (whale) that depends on the ocean for its
survival. Needless to say, no such links have ever been discovered in the fossil record. 

To try to show that creatures evolved, you have to look elsewhere, because fossils simply cannot
prove evolution. Fossils will always seem to be better evidence for creation (Doolan). 
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FOSSILS SUPPORT CREATIONISM

Since we have discovered that the fossil record gives no support to the idea of species gradually
changing into other species, let us see if fossil evidence is in harmony with the Bible. 

In seven verses of Genesis chapters 1 - 7 we read God's decree concerning the reproduction of His
creations ... "after his/their kind." The word "kind" refers to species, or families. Each created family
was to produce only its kind. This forever precludes the drifting, changing process required by organic
evolution where one species turns into another. 

Take note that God did not say there could be no changes within the family. He did not create all the
varieties of dogs, cats, animals, etc. in the very beginning then. Many changes have since occurred
to produce a wide assortment of varieties within the family. Cats have always remained cats. Dogs
are still dogs. Men are still men. From a good gene stock, multiple inbreeding would cause diversity
without doing too much damage. Subsequent interbreeding of tainted-generations would cause
problems. 

Mutation has only been responsible for producing a new variety of the same species, but never
originating another new kind. Selective breeding has also brought tremendous improvements such
as hornless cattle, white turkeys, and seedless oranges, but all the organisms continue to reproduce
exactly as God decreed at Creation – after its kind. 

The "common ancestor" that evolution demands has never existed. There is no "missing link." Man
and monkeys are supposed to stem from the same animal ancestry as well as chimpanzees and
many monkey groups – even though they vary tremendously. Some are smart, others dumb. Some
have short tails and some long. Some have no tails at all. Their teeth vary in number. A few have
thumbs and others do not. Their genes are different. Their blood is different. Their chromosomes
don't jibe. Interestingly enough: apes only breed with apes, chimpanzees with chimpanzees, and
monkeys with monkeys. 

But when we start comparing humans with monkeys, we get even more impossible differences than
those among the simian types. In fact, these differences constitute another unanswerable support for
the Bible rule of "after its kind." The fact that some monkeys can be trained to smoke a pipe, ride a
scooter, or even hoist a test tube in a laboratory does not prove that scientists are evolved animals,
or that monkeys are retarded, developing humans. 

Evolutionists expected to find fossil records to support their theory of species changes. It demands
vast numbers of scaly reptiles transforming their scales into feathers and their front feet into wings.
Other reptiles supposedly should be changing into fur-bearing quadrupeds. Did they find those
thousands of multi-changing creatures? Not one. 
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No matter what particular strata they drifted through, all the fossils were easily recognized and
classified within their own families. If evolution were true, the strata should be overflowing with
hundreds of millions of transition forms with combination features of two or more species. Not only
so, but there would have to be millions upon millions of observable living links right now in the process
of turning into a higher form. Darwin confessed: "There are two or three million species on earth. A
sufficient field one might think for observation; but it must be said today that in spite of all the evidence
of trained observers, not one change of the species to another is on record." (Darwin 3:25) 

CONCLUSION

There are many other examples that could be shown how man continually tries to prove evolution and
disprove the Bible. One was in 1912, which became known as the Piltdown Man. This was a jawbone
and a skull judged to be 500,000 years old. Within the period of 40 years the jaw bone was judged
to be no older than about the year it was found. In fact the teeth upon further study showed that they
were filed. In other words, Piltdown Man was a compete fraud! A modern ape’s jaw and a human skull
had been doctored to resemble an ape-man, and the forgery had succeeded in fooling most of the
world’s greatest experts.

Things have not changed much over the years. In a UPI press release published in 1984, revealed
that a skull fragment which had been hailed by experts one year earlier as the oldest human fossil
ever found in Europe had actually come from a donkey. 

In his famous book, Life on the Mississippi, Mark Twain quipped: “There is something
fascinating about science. One gets such wholesale returns of conjecture out of such
trifling investment of fact.” 

There it was in the November 1999 issue of National Geographic – splashed all over
the place with the flair of P.T. Barnum. “Feathers For T Rex?” Then, “New Birdlike
Fossils Are Missing Links In Dinosaur Evolution.” Oh, but there was more; the writers
of Geographic were just getting warmed up. 

“IT’S A MISSING LINK between terrestrial dinosaurs and birds that could actually fly,”
shouted a large pull-quote, right by the side of a color photo of the “dinosaur-bird”
mongrel. Then, in smaller type at the bottom of the page: “With arms of a primitive bird
and the tail of a dinosaur, this creature found in Liaoning Province, China, is a true
missing link in the complex chain that connects dinosaurs to birds.” The new discovery
has been named Archaeoraptor liaoningensis. 

It ought to have been dubbed, Archaeo big-bigblunder! (Jackson). 

In a five-page article in the October, 2000 issue that reads like a good mystery story,
author Lewis M. Simons reveals a world of intrigue, deception, pride and money in the
trafficking and promoting of a so-called link proving that birds ‘‘evolved’’ from
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dinosaurs. The article inadvertently demonstrates, if nothing else, the desperate desire
of individuals to gain instant fame and fortune, and of the scientific community to grasp
at any evolutionary straw that will bolster their already shaky house.

The ‘‘dino-bird’’ in question was named Archaeo- raptor liaoningensis. A Chinese
farmer dug up the fossil in two separate areas of a shale pit, pasted the pieces
together and sold the resulting composite clandestinely through a middle man for fear
of his life (due to Chinese laws against such sales). It ended up in a gem and mineral
show in Tucson, Arizona, where it was bought for $80,000 by the director of a small
dinosaur museum in Blanding, Utah.

What ‘‘stunned’’ the purchaser, Stephen A. Czerkas, was that the fossil demonstrated
not only feathering but also a beak lined with tiny teeth and a rigid, needle-like tail. To
one with evolutionary presuppositions, that could only mean one thing: incontrovertible
proof that dinosaurs evolved into birds. In his haste to hatch a golden egg for his
struggling museum, Czerkas rushed to have the fossil validated through contacts in the
scientific and publishing community, which included the scientific journal Nature, and
National Geographic. While the former ended up rejecting the fossil as having not
undergone enough testing and possibly being contrived, the latter, in a classic ‘‘I-
thought-he-thought’’ blame shifting pattern, managed to let the truth fall between the
cracks despite persistent questions about the fossil’s authenticity, and went ahead with
publishing the article (Answers). 

Now Evolution is the substance of fossils hoped for, the evidence of links not seen (Gish). 

If one truly wants to know about the origin of man, all he needs to do is turn to Genesis chapter 1. “In
the beginning God created. . .”
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The Unity Of The Scriptures As Proof Of Inspiration
Michael Wyatt

Take a look at this list: 

• Moses, the boy brought up in Pharaoh’s house, grows up to be a shepherd and leader of
God’s people. 

• Joshua, a servant of Moses and warrior for Israel. 
• Samuel, given to God for service by his mother, later to become the priest for the people

of God. 
• David, the shepherd boy who becomes king. 
• Solomon follows in his father’s steps. 
• Job, a patriarch. 
• Isaiah, the Messianic prophet of Israel. 
• Jeremiah, the weeping prophet of Judah. 
• Ezekiel, a priest who becomes a prophet. 
• Daniel, a slave who becomes a governor. 
• Ezra the priest. 
• Nehemiah, the cupbearer and builder. 
• Hosea, prophet to the ten tribes of Ephriam. 
• Joel, Obediah and Malachi, the unknown prophets. 
• Amos, the shepherd and farmer. 
• Jonah, the super patriot. 
• Micah, the young contemporary of Isaiah. 
• Nahum, prophecies of the enemy. 
• Habakkuk, the prophet of woes. 
• Zephaniah, the royal prophet. 
• Haggai, the returning exile. 
• Zechariah, the priest. 
• Matthew the tax collector. 
• Luke, the physician. 
• Paul, the tentmaker. 
• Peter, the fisherman. 
• James and Jude, the half brothers of the Lord. 

And other writers as diverse as these mentioned above writing from at least two continents
(Europe and Asia), in at least three languages (Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek), and over a period
of sixteen hundred years. From palaces, pastures, prisons and tents. By fisherman, farmers,
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shepherds, soldiers and kings. Men of education and men untutored. From the desert of Arabia
to the Isle of Patmos. And yet, when these sixty-six books, written by some forty different writers,
over a period of sixteen hundred years, by men separated in geography and time, are brought
together in one sacred volume – there is perfect harmony and unity. You would think that the
compellation of such writings, over such diverse subjects, would constitute a book filled with
inconsistencies, errors and contradictions. But, that is not the case. Could it be coincidence that
so many writers, covering so many years, over so many topics, could have such harmony? There
can be only one answer for this amazing unity – direction by one mind. 

ONE THEME

The purpose line that runs through the Bible, the major theme, is: “The glory of God and the
salvation of man, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” This theme runs like a silken thread through all
sixty-six books. Picture in your mind a clothesline (most know what this is, though they have, for
the most part, become obsolete), and each book of the Bible pinned to that clothesline. The
clothesline represents the purpose line, or theme, that runs through the Bible. Each book attaches
to that purpose line in that it relates in purpose and design to the overall theme. 

Consider these analogies: If a forty-piece orchestra should begin to play, in perfect timing, melody,
and harmony – it would be evidence of direction by a single mind. If forty men, widely separated
in geography, with varied backgrounds, and living over a period of sixteen hundred years, should
each write down a few lines, and these lines when brought together constitute a beautiful poem,
it would be evidence of direction by a single mind. This series of lectures on the theme: Christian
Evidences, with some twenty-nine different speakers and writers, widely separated in geography
and experience. But when the articles and lectures are brought together in one event, there is a
wonderful unity. How do you account for this? There had to be the direction of one mind, one
purpose. 

In regard to the Bible, think of this amazing unity over a period of sixteen hundred years. It is
astounding! Bert Thompson wrote:

Each book of the Bible complements the others in a single, unified plan. In Genesis,
there is the record of humanity’s pristine origin and covenant relationship with God,
followed by its tragic fall into a sinful state. But, a specific family line (the Hebrew
nation) was selected to provide a remedy for this disaster (Genesis 12:1ff.; 22:18).
Man needed to learn precisely what sin is, thus the books of Exodus through
Deuteronomy document the giving of the law of God to Moses. Via a set of
ordinances, sin would be defined and humanity would be illuminated regarding the
price of rebellion against God (Romans 7:7-13; Galatians 3:19). The historical books
of the Old Testament revealed mankind’s inability to keep perfectly God’s law
system (Galatians 3:10), and therefore underscored the need for a Justifier-
Someone to do for man what he could not do for himself. The prophets of the Old
Testament heralded the arrival of that Savior (Luke 24:44); more than 300
prophecies focus on the promised Messiah.
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After four silent centuries (the “inter-biblical era”), four Gospel writers described in
great detail the arrival, and life’s work, of the Justifier – Jesus of Nazareth. The
books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are carefully crafted accounts of the birth,
life, death, and ultimate resurrection of the Son of God (John 20:30-31). Each
emphasized different parts of Christ’s ministry in order to relate the “good news” to
Jews or Gentiles. Matthew directed his record primarily to the Jewish nation. Mark
stressed the works of Jesus. Luke, being the only Gentile writer of a Bible book
(except possibly the author of Job), wrote to Gentiles. John’s primary purpose in
writing was to produce faith. 

The book of Acts was written to convey the means by which mankind was to
appropriate God’s saving grace. It is a historical record that instructs a person on
how to become a Christian. It also teaches about how the church of Christ was
established in Jerusalem, and how that same church flourished throughout the
Roman Empire of the first century. The various epistles that follow the book of Acts
in the English Bible were directions to individuals and churches on how to obtain,
and maintain, spiritual maturity. Finally, the book of Revelation predicted (in
symbolic fashion) the ultimate triumph of good over evil – acknowledging that
Christians would win, and Satan would lose. To the careful reader, the unity of both
theme and plan in the Bible are apparent. (29-30)

Continuing to quote from Bert Thompson: 

The Bible writers, by contrast, generally were not contemporaries. They worked
independently, and the majority never even met another biblical writer. Most were
not highly trained, and what training they did have certainly was not in the same field
of study. Nor were they allowed to write on a single topic in which they already had
an interest. Yet they produced a book that is unified from beginning to end. The
books of 1 and 2 Chronicles and 1 and 2 Kings corroborate one another in
numerous historical events. Joshua 1 verifies Deuteronomy 34. Judges 1:1 verifies
Joshua 24:27-33. Jeremiah 52:31-34 verifies 2 Kings 25:25, 27-30. Ezra 1 verifies
2 Chronicles 36:22-23. Daniel refers to Jeremiah (Daniel 9:2). Ezekiel refers to
Daniel (Ezekiel 28:3). And so on. This kind of unity, which is in evidence throughout
the Sacred Volume, attests to the fact that there was a Superintending Intelligence
behind it. So many writers, over so many years, covering so many themes, simply
could not have been so harmonious by mere coincidence. (28)

THE PLAN UNFOLDS THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE

From the first book of the Bible, Genesis, to the last book, Revelation, God’s plan for man is
unfolded. From the fall of man, Genesis 3, God immediately promises the Savior. All the books
that follow to the end of the Bible is how God works out that plan in bringing the Savior for fallen
man, to how men are to live to be pleasing to the Savior and live with Him for eternity. From start
to finish, the Bible deals with one problem – sin , with one solution – Jesus Christ. 
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Bert Thompson quoting Wayne Jackson on the Bible’s remarkable unity:

The redemptive thread that runs through the Scriptures is wonder- fully illustrated
by a comparison between Genesis and Revelation, the first and last books of the
holy canon. In Genesis the origin of the heavens and Earth is revealed (1:1), while
in Revelation the consum- mation of earthly affairs is effected, and the old order is
replaced by a “new heaven and earth” (i.e., heaven itself), spiritual in nature…. Man,
who was originally perfect, but who fell into sin (Genesis 3:6), is, by virtue of his
obedience, granted the opportunity to become perfect again (Revelation 7:14;
22:14). All of this is made possible, of course, by the seed of woman (Genesis 3:15),
the offspring of David (Revelation 22:16), who, as consequence of his sacrifice
(Genesis 4:4), became an enthroned Lamb (Revelation 21:4). Thus, the sorrow of
Eden (Genesis 3:16) will be transformed into the joy of heaven (Revelation 21:4),
and that tree of life, from which our earthly parents were separated (Genesis 3:22-
24), will be our glad possession once more (Revelation 22:14). (28-29)

CONCLUSION

Sixty-six books, by forty different writers, over a period of sixteen hundred years, all brought
together into one volume, and there is perfect unity. The only answer for such unity is that all the
writers were directed by one mind. And that one mind had to be God. 
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WHY DO WE NEED TO TEACH CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES?
Jim O’Connor

Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those
things which are most surely believed among us, even as they delivered  them  unto us,
which  from   the   beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; It seemed
good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to
write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, That thou mightest know the
certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.

These are the words of Luke 1:1-4. Luke says he is writing these “Christian evidences” so that his
reader would have opportunity to “know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been
instructed”. This surely answers the question we are to deal with in this lesson. We need to teach
Christian evidences to add certainty to knowledge - or to generate faith (John 20:30-31); and to add
strength and stability to the faith already generated (Ephesians 4:14). Evidence generates faith (John
20:30-31), which, in turn, becomes an evidence (Hebrews 11:1).

WHY DO WE NEED TO TEACH CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES ?

Because, for some reason or other, people simply will not apply common sense to a religious
subject. Unbelief is a cancer to our world. It is not natural because too many things have to be
ignored to obtain it.  One must close their eyes to clear evidence in nature to the existence of a “First
Cause” - evidence that is undeniable for one working with only a smidgen of common sense.  Indeed,
“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God” (Psalms 14:1 and 53:1). One can step outside  the
city  lights  on  a  clear night,  look  up  into  the heavens, and know there is a God. “The heavens
declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork” (Psalms 19:1). However, with
the so-called “evidence of evolution”, and the damage it has done to the thinking of society, one must
assert and prove the obvious, that man is more than an “involuntary act of nature”, but rather, that  he
is the crowning act in the creation of all things by one we know as the “living and true God” (1
Thessalonians 1:9). Paul declared that “in him we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28).
Common sense ought to inform us that we did not “just happen”, nor did we “evolve from a lower life
form”, but that a higher intelligence created us. Life does not come from non-life. Something does not
come from nothing. These are common sense truths that cannot be denied. The “Law of the excluded
middle” - that a thing either is or it isn’t (it cannot both “be” and “ not be”) - forces us to choose one
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or the other, but it also forces us to refuse to believe anything that would violate that law. The evidence
is clear, there is a God in heaven who cares about His creation.

We must teach Christian evidences because there are multiple millions of people in the world
who believe in God, but do not believe that Jesus Christ is His Son. When Jesus said, “Ye
believe in God, believe also in me” (John 14:1) he was defining our work. We must not only seek to
generate faith in the hearts of men and women concerning the existence of God, his character, etc.;
but we must also deal with the evidence which will motivate people to say, as Peter did; “Lord, to
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou art that
Christ, the Son of the living God” (John 6:68-69). The very eternal souls of men and women depends
upon them believing this. Jesus declared in John 8:24 “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in
your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins”. The reason for this is that Jesus
came “to seek and to save that which was lost”  (Luke 19:10). He came not “to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved” (John 3:17). Obviously one must conclude from this
that to ignore Jesus is to ignore hope, and to reject Jesus is to reject hope. Since he is “the way, the
truth, and the life” (John 14:6) then  to reject him is to reject the way, the truth, and the life. 

We must teach Christian evidences because the Lord commanded it. When Jesus told the
disciples to go “into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15), he was
commanding that Christian evidences be preached because that is exactly what the gospel is. We
are not to expect people to believe something just because we say it. I don’t do that, and I certainly
don’t expect anyone else to. The facts of the gospel (the death, burial, resurrection, and post-
resurrection appearance of Christ - 1 Corinthians 15:1-5) are to be believed because the evidence
is clear and undeniable. There were eye-witnesses to every facet of the gospel, and we have their
testimony to the truth of the matter, backed up by the miracles they were able to perform to confirm
the truth of their word. The writer of Hebrews wrote  of this evidence when he asked; “How shall we
escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will?” (Hebrews
2:3-4). We cannot perform the miracles (nor do we need to) but we can certainly preach the miracles
that confirmed the truth, as well as the truth they confirmed. In Acts 15:21, James said;  “For Moses
of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath
day”. Surely  none would  contend that those who preached Moses parted the Red  Sea every
Saturday, or turned sticks into snakes, or any such thing. None apparently thought to start an Exodus
Church of Moses and pretend to perform the same miracles he performed. (I point this out to the
shame of those today who call themselves  “Pentecostal” and pretend to perform the miracles of
Jesus and the apostles). To preach Moses one would preach what he said, and what he did to
confirm what he said. It is the same  in preaching the gospel. As we preach “Jesus Christ, and him
crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2) we preach also the evidence that proves the truth of that historical
happening, as well as the blessings attached to it.
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We must teach Christian evidences because it is essential to faith. The book of John is
introduced with the words, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without
him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men” (John
1:1-4). This is John’s proposition. He then uses the next 19 chapters or so to prove the truth of that
proposition. He recorded  seven signs or miracles which Jesus did (2:1-11; 4:46-53; 5:1-9; 6:3-14;
6:16-21; 9:1-7; 11:1-46), and then wrote  in 20:30-31, “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God: and that believing ye might have life through his
name”.  The Holy Spirit did not expect people to believe what the apostles said just because the
apostles said it. He gave evidence of their credibility, which became an evidence of the truth of what
they had to say. One should not believe anything without credible evidence. The apostle John   gave
his inspired testimony in these words - “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of
the Word of life:” (1 John 1:1) This is empirical evidence (evidence from experience and observation)
and is credible as long as the one giving the evidence is credible.

We must teach Christian evidences because it strengthens us as we do so.  “He who chops
his own wood warms himself twice”. The more we teach it the more we will ourselves be reminded
of the foundation for our faith. The evidence is sound, and so will our faith be when we preach that
evidence. 

CONCLUSION

We must preach (we cannot win souls in silence), and we must preach Christian evidences so that
our message, wonderful as it is, will be believed by those to whom we preach it. The credibility of our
Lord and his gospel is at stake, and so are the souls of men and women throughout the world.
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What About Prehistoric Man?
Terry L. Mabery

INTRODUCTION

A trip to the Museum of Natural History can be very informative. When one comes to the history
of mankind, one might very well view a display depicting the evolution and development of man
from some prehistoric being.

A study of biology will usually include a study of human ancestry. Textbooks might include
pictures depicting the evolution from some ape-like being to human. The text describes how,
through the fossil evidence that has been found, one can trace the beginnings of man.

EARLY MAN ACCORDING TO THE EVOLUTIONIST

The evolutionists will tell us that the earth is 4 to 5 billions of years old and that man is a recent
newcomer to this earth. What we know about the earliest man, prehistoric man, comes from
fossils and artifacts that reveal traces of their life. Human-like beings supposedly first appeared
in the Old Stone Age about 3 to 4 million years ago. Since that time man has gone through many
stages to supposedly evolve into the human being of today.

Actually the story of the human family began between 5 and 8 million years ago in Africa. It is
proposed that a population of ancestral apes evolved into two different lineages. One line
eventually evolved into the present day gorillas and chimpanzees. The other eventually evolved
into present day man.

That first human-like being would have lived among deer, giraffes, horses, cave lions, sabre-
toothed tigers, and other animals, some similar to present day animals and others now extinct.
He had both ape-like and human-like qualities. According to the evolutionist, he could walk on
two legs, although quite clumsily. He probably spent much of his time climbing in the trees. He
had an ape-like brain about the size of an orange. These ape-like creatures became extinct
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between 1 and 1.8 million years ago and were probably significant in the evolution of modern
man.

The evolutionist says the first true humans appeared on the scene about 1.8 million years ago.
He is known as Homo Habilis, or “handy man,” because he was the first tool-maker, fashioning
crude tools from stone. He first appeared in Africa. He was taller than his ancestors and had a
larger brain. He would set up camp wherever there was a food source of fruits, roots, nuts and
vegetables found growing wild. He may have also scavenged meat from animal carcasses. Small
groups probably banded together for protection and efficiency. He could not make fire, but he
probably learned to use fire for warmth and protection when found from natural causes like
lightning strikes.

Evolutionists suggest that the Homo Habilis gave rise to Homo Erectus, or “Upright Man,” about
1.6 million years ago. He was about the same size as modern humans and had a more human-
like face. However, his brain was about two-thirds the size of modern man. He was probably the
first hunter, used large stone tools, and he developed fire-making skills. Therefore, he was better
protected from animals and had more freedom to move about. He also began to cook his food
consistently, making him healthier. About a million years ago he began to slowly leave Africa and
travel to other continents. He continued until about 300,000 years ago.

About 500,000 years ago the first Homo Sapiens, or wise man, entered the scene. These  had
skeletons very much like our own. Yet, they had slightly larger brains. This early man was a
hunter and gatherer. He created and used stone tools, bone needles, and bone fish hooks. He
made clothing from animal skins. One of the best known species of this early man was the
Neanderthal man. He was much taller than modern man, and very strong. He was a marvelous
hunter and was adept at making fire. He often used caves as a home. He probably communicated
with others through a spoken language. He died out about 30,000 years ago.

Modern man appeared before the Neanderthals became extinct. Fossils indicate that modern man
was in South Africa and the Middle East about 100,000 to 200,000 years ago and has remained
relatively unchanged since then. This early man built permanent homes to shelter himself from
the long, harsh winter. In the summer he would follow the herds and lived in a tent. He was a very
capable hunter/gatherer. Life was no longer a constant struggle for survival. He went on
organized hunts and learned to cure and store food. Clothing was more sophisticated and ornate.
Jewelry, pottery, and art were developed. Tools were more skillfully made. Of course, today’s
human is a highly developed, modern Homo Sapien. The modern Homo Sapien evolved in Africa,
and from there spread into the rest of the world. He reached North America some 12,000 years
ago.

FALLACIES OF THE EVOLUTIONISTS’ VIEW

According to Marvin L. Lubenow, “Evolutionists use several lines of evidence in promoting the
concept of human evolution. One is studies of living animals, specifically primates. Another is the
arrangement of the fossil material. A third is molecular data” (19).
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Studying primates to support human evolution is fundamentally flawed. In these studies the
evolutionist must assume that humans and the other primates are related if the study is to help
understand human nature and behavior. Then he will turn around and use the study on the other
primates to help explain the alleged evolution of humans. This is “begging the question.” Any
results would be based upon an original assumption, and therefore invalid.

To illustrate, suppose you come upon someone walking down the street snapping his fingers. Out
of curiosity you ask why he is repeatedly snapping his fingers. He replies that snapping his
fingers keeps elephants away. When you point out that there are no elephants anywhere near
there, he smugly replies, “See? It’s working.”

The man assumed that snapping his fingers kept away the elephants and then used the absence
of elephants to prove the effectiveness of his assumption. That is exactly the type of reasoning
that takes place with the study of primates to support human evolution (Lubenow 19).

Study of molecular data is also flawed. These are experiments on present-day animals, plants,
or biological molecules. Such studies might show the possibility of certain changes taking place
in the past, but they cannot prove that those changes took place as assumed and alleged. In
order to prove those events took place, one must have historical evidence. There is a difference
between scientific evidence and historical evidence (Lubenow 20).

Lubenow illustrates the fallacy in the following manner.

It is believed that in the American Revolution George Washington and his men
crossed the Delaware River to attack the city of Trenton. How would one go about
proving that event? If one used the scientific method, he would do research on
boats, measure the width and flow of the river, do studies on the rowing of boats,
and perhaps even row across the Delaware River himself. Would all of this data
prove that Washington crossed the Delaware? No. Scientific evidence is not what
is needed. Historical evidence, such as records of eyewitnesses or of persons
closely associated with those who were involved, is what is needed. All the
scientific method could prove is the possibility that Washington crossed the
Delaware, not that he actually did so (20).

The study of fossil material is the third evidence given for human evolution, and it is the primary
basis given for the evolutionist’s view of prehistoric man. Several problems create great difficulty
in reconstructing prehistoric man from the fossil record, however.

One problem is that reconstruction often comes from a few bones, teeth, or other fragments found
in different strata, great distances apart, at different times. For instance, the famous “Java-man,”
discovered in 1891 by Dr. Eugene Dubois, was touted for decades as the “missing link.” He was
known as Pithecanthropus erectus, or erect ape-man. He was reconstructed from a small piece
of the top of a skull, a fragment of a left thighbone, and three molar teeth collected over a range
of about seventy feet over the span of one year. There is no assurance, therefore, that these were
all of the same being.



What About Prehistoric Man? Terry L. Mabery

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 4

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is
not be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

Second, the artist’s preconceived ideas play a big part in the reconstruction. From a few small
fragments we are given a drawing of a creature from the artist’s imagination. Different artists give
differing views of the creature based upon the same fragments. The view changes greatly when
flesh and hair are put to the skeletal view.

Third, most studies are done, not on the actual fossils, but on casts of the fossils, or even on
papers written about the fossils or casts. This is because of the extreme value and delicate nature
of the fossils themselves. Casts are very good, but they are still not the real thing. A classic
illustration of this problem is the Piltdown Man hoax. Fossils supposedly found in the early 1900's
in a gravel pit at Piltdown, Sussex, England, were actually faked. The hoax was not revealed until
about forty years later. When attempts were made to study the fossils, casts would be given
instead. These casts did not reveal file marks and other defects on the original “fossils.”

A fourth problem is the inexact science of dating the fossil record. The evolutionist needs millions
of years for the view given of prehistoric man. Each category of the prehistoric man must fall into
a preconceived time period for evolution to be true. Most paleontologists, therefore, have already
been prejudiced about the fossil record. Fossils that seem to be less human or more human must
fall into certain time periods. Otherwise, they are viewed with suspicion. Reasons are then sought
to put them into the “correct” time frame or to change what is thought about the fossil itself.
Actually, different dating methods reveal a much different picture of the fossil record. There are
scientifically based dating methods that give a young view of the earth, thousands of years
instead of billions of years. These greatly alter the view of the fossil record.

Even if these problems are overlooked and overcome, paleontology in itself is an inexact science.
Most everyone has seen a sequence of pictures depicting the supposed evolution of man. These
usually begin with some small, primitive creature evolving into prehistoric man, characterized as
a stooped brute of a creature. The sequence eventually shows that these evolved into modern
humans. These pictures are based upon the fossil record. According to Dr. Lubenow:

What is not generally known is that this sequence...is a very artificial and arbitrary
arrangement because (1) some fossils are selectively excluded if they do not fit well
into the evolutionary scheme; (2) some human fossils are arbitrarily downgraded
to make them appear to be evolutionary ancestors when they are in fact true
humans; and (3) some nonhuman fossils are upgraded to make them appear to be
human ancestors...At this point I merely want to emphasize a phenomenon that
seems almost universally unrecognized: Any series of objects created by humans
(or God) can be arranged in such a way as to make it look as if they had evolved
when in fact they were created independently by an intelligent being (21).

Lubenow went on to illustrate this by telling of a graduate course he took on Paleontology. The
professor was attempting to teach the concept of taxonomy and the construction of the familiar
evolutionary family trees. Each student was given a package of metal objects, such as nails,
tacks, and paper clips. Using the rules of evolutionary taxonomy, the students were to arrange
the objects in evolutionary order. When finished, each student had created an evolutionary tree
of nails, tacks, and paper clips. Of course, no two students arranged their objects in exactly the
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same manner, though they were similar. The fact is, there was and is no actual evolutionary
relationship between the objects. The only relationship was in the mind of the arranger. So it is
with the fossils. There is no way to determine conclusively genetic relationships of fossils. Such
relationships are in the mind of the arranger, and the preconceived ideas of the evolutionist has
helped him arrange the fossil record to “prove” his evolutionary theory and give us the view of
prehistoric man as is usually depicted (21-23).

It was that preconceived idea of evolution that for decades gave an improper view of prehistoric
man. One of the most well known of the “prehistoric men” is the Neanderthal man. In the early
1900's Marcellin Boule, a famous paleontologist, was given the task of reconstructing the
Neanderthal man from the most complete Neanderthal skeleton that had been found in Western
Europe at the time. Boule reconstructed a rather apish looking brute that did not walk upright. He
was sort of hunch backed. His head was thrust forward. Supposedly, he could not extend his legs
fully, walking with a bent-knee gait. Boule ignored the pathological evidence that showed the
skeleton had been deformed due to arthritis and rickets. That was the picture given for forty-four
years until there was a re-examination of the Neanderthals. It has now been determined that they
appeared much as we do today.

From all this, one should easily see that it is the prejudice and the preconceived ideas of
evolution that have directed the popular view of prehistoric man. This view cannot be proven by
the fossil record, by a study of the molecular data, or by a study of living primates.

AN ALTERNATIVE EXPLANATION

Granted, there have been some frauds dealing with the fossil record. Otherwise, the fossil record
is correct. It is not a matter of incorrect data, it is the interpretation of that data that is
questionable. As has been seen, the fossil record has been stretched, bent,  and otherwise
compromised at times to fit the evolutionist’s preconceived ideas. However, there is an alternative
view of mankind that is consistent with the fossil record. That will now be considered.

According to the Bible, the first humans were not like brute beasts, but were intelligent with
reasoning powers and a language. God brought the beasts and the birds unto Adam to be named,
and he named them (Genesis 2:19-20). When the woman was brought to Adam, he said, “This
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was
taken out of Man” (Genesis 2:23 — ASV). Later, Adam took of the forbidden fruit when he
“hearkened unto the voice of [his] wife” (Genesis 3:17 — ASV). They also reasoned intelligently
regarding the forbidden fruit, choosing to disobey God’s command. Later they reasoned about
their nakedness before God and one another (Genesis 3:1-13).

The first men of the Bible were gatherers (Genesis 1:29). It was only after the great flood that man
began to eat of the beasts of the field (Genesis 9:3), and in the second generation after Noah
departed from the ark, Nimrod was known as a mighty hunter (Genesis 10:8-9).

In just the second generation of man, Cain was skilled enough to build a city. One should not
conjure up, however, an image of a large city. “In Genesis 4:17 (the first occurrence), the word
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`ir means a 'permanent dwelling center' consisting of residences of stone and clay ... `ir simply
represents the 'place where people dwell on a permanent basis'” (Unger, White 58). Later, there
is a record of Cain’s descendants who were nomadic, dwelling in tents near where their cattle
grazed (Genesis 4:20). Yet, it must not have been uncommon for some to dwell in caves, even
as late as the days of Abraham. For when Lot and his daughters fled Sodom, they dwelt in a cave
in the mountains (Genesis 19:30).

There were also skillful people among the descendants of Cain, both in the arts and in tool
making. There was “the father of all such as handle the harp and pipe” (Genesis 4:21 — ASV)
and “the forger of every cutting instrument of brass and iron” (Genesis 4:22 — ASV).

Is the Bible record, however, consistent with the fossil record? The answer to that question is an
unequivocal “yes.”

Adam and Eve were to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth (Genesis 1:28). They had sons
and daughters (Genesis 5:4). Conditions prior to the flood were much different and much better
for life than now. Men lived hundreds of years because the atmosphere gave protection from the
harmful ultraviolet rays of the sun and because the atmospheric pressure would have increased
the amount of oxygen in the atmosphere (Cates 98-99). This would have been very beneficial to
the health of man and animal. Man could marry close relatives because there had not been the
causes nor the time for genetic deterioration that now causes problems when near relatives
intermarry. It has been estimated that there were less than four million people at the time of Noah
(Murphy 193). As would be expected, then, there are few fossils found in layers of deposits
considered to be pre-flood. Most of the human fossils have been found in the Pleistocene
deposits, which are considered to be post-flood. This too, makes sense. It has been estimated
that by the tenth generation after Noah, the days of Abram, the population of the earth was over
fifteen million people (Murphy 252). In addition, because of the changes in the conditions on earth
after the catastrophic flood, the life span decreased rapidly so that many others had already died.
Hence, there would be more fossils in those respective deposits.

In the fifth generation after Noah, the earth’s population was still somewhat localized in the land
of Shinar (Genesis 11:1-2). There they attempted to build a great city and a great tower (Genesis
11:3-4). However, God confused their language so that there was a multiplicity of languages and
they could not communicate one with another. This event caused a migration into the various
parts of the world (Genesis 11:5-9). Conditions after the flood would have caused great glaciers
(Cates 94-96)  that allowed travel into all continents.

As this migration took place, the world population would have been dispersed into small groups
that were geographically isolated. Each of these more isolated groups would carry with it only a
fraction of the genetic characteristics of the total population. Traits that were pretty much
suppressed due to being diluted in the larger population now emerged rapidly with the in-breeding
which occurred within the smaller, geographically isolated groups. As a result, differences in
skeletal structure and other features, such as skin pigmentation, became pronounced from group
to group (Gish 324-325). For instance, considering skin color alone, Duane T. Gish wrote the
following.
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It is possible...for a man and woman of appropriate genetic mix to have sixteen
children, one of whom could be black, one of whom could be white, and the other
fourteen children could be of various mixed shades of color. A report documenting
an occurrence of somewhat the same nature was published in Parade, a newspaper
weekly magazine [1983]. According to this report, Tom and Mandy Charnock of
Leigh, a city near Manchester, England, had parented fraternal twin boys, one of
whom has white skin, blue eyes, and blond hair, and the other has dark skin, brown
hair, and brown eyes. The mother was the daughter of a Nigerian father and a white
English mother, while the father was of white English parents (326).

In addition, as these smaller groups of the population dispersed from one another, some of their
original skills may have been lost from group to group. A smaller population in a larger
geographical area meant that there was a reduced need for weapons and protection. Food would
be more plentiful, meaning that some agricultural practices would no longer be needed as simple
gathering of food would suffice. There would be less interchange of ideas with other groups. Thus
progress would be retarded. It would be possible that even more primitive states would come
about. As population centers developed more rapidly in some areas, such as portions of Europe
and Asia, civilization developed as well. Where population was more sparse, such as the
Americas, Australia, southern Africa, and parts of Europe, a more primitive state existed (Gish
324-25). “The Tasaday people of interior Mindanao are a modern-day example of this process.
They became separated about 500 to 1000 years ago. Today they possess no knowledge of
agriculture, have few tools, and no weapons” (Huse 139-40).

CONCLUSION

The different skeletal human fossils that supposedly indicate human evolution do not occur in
nice, chronological order in the deposits of the earth as would be the case if evolution were true.
Rather, the different kinds of fossils can be found in different strata of the earth’s deposits. Some
supposedly earlier fossils, by evolutionary ideas, have been found in later deposits and later ones
in earlier deposits. Different kinds of fossils have been found in the same layer of deposits. This,
however, is consistent with the alternative, Biblical view.

What, then, can be said about prehistoric man? “Prehistoric” indicates that which is prior to
written history. Since the Bible gives us the written history of the first man, there is no true
“prehistoric” man. Prehistoric man is a figment of the evolutionist’s imagination. He has been
developed from the evolutionist’s view of the fossil record as he attempts to place that record into
his preconceived ideas of what it should show. Therefore, as one views the displays in the
museums and reads the pages of biology textbooks, one should realize that the displays, the
pictures, and the descriptions cannot be proven to be true by science. On the other hand, there
is nothing in the Bible that is inconsistent with the scientific evidence.
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The Age Of The Earth
Tom L. Bright

Some will think of this subject as being unattractive and uninviting, even unimportant. However,
it is of utmost importance. Creationists (those who believe in the Bible account of creation,
Genesis 1) affirm the earth we inhabit is only a few thousand years of age. Evolutionists on the
other hand, advocate the earth is billions of years old and through evolutionary processes
(accident and happenstance), the origin of all life is easily explained.
 
The subject under consideration is extremely important. Both the creationists and the evolutionists
agree, if the universe/earth is young, then evolution cannot be true. Wysong said,
 

Both evolutionists and creationists believe evolution is an impossibility if the
universe is only a few thousand years old. There probably is no statement that
could be made on the topic of origins which would meet with so much agreement
from both sides. Setting aside the question of whether vast time is competent to
propel evolution, we must query if vast time is indeed available. (113)

Based on this statement, we can see the importance of a study of the Age of the Earth. If the
evidence points to an “young earth,” the conclusion necessarily follows that evolution is false. If
the evidence points to a “young earth,” the concept of Theistic evolution and Progressive
evolution likewise falls. 

Therefore, the crucial nature of whether the earth is “young” or “old.” If it can be clearly shown
the earth is billions of years old, creationism falls. Likewise, evolution is overturned if it can be
shown the earth is not billions of years old, but only a few thousand years of age.

TIME IS THE ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT OF EVOLUTION

The number of times evolutionists could be quoted wherein they admit “time” (billions of years)
is the absolute essential ingredient of evolution is numerous. It is not a matter of finding one, but
choosing which one to quote. Consider the following by Harvard Professor George Wald:

The important point is that since the origin of life belongs in the category of “al-
least-once” phenomenon. However improbable we regard this event,. . .given
enough time, it will almost certainly happen at least once. . . . Time is in fact the
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hero of the plot. . . .Given so much time, the “impossible” becomes possible, the
possible probable, and the probable virtually certain. One only has to wait: time
itself performs miracles. ( 55)

Thus, the basic argument is: Given enough time, the “impossible” becomes “virtually certain.” So,
when problems arise in the evolutionary model, they wave the magic wand of “time,” take a
fanciful trip into Alice in Wonderland, and pompously pronounce their pat answer.

However, it is a fact of science that any system left entirely to itself, with no outside “guidance,”
will always go towards disorganization. There is never a process of assembling, but of the exact
opposite, of dissolution.

Science recognizes a law called the Second Law of Thermodynamics. This law states the very
thing mentioned in the previous paragraph. In other words, any ordered system left to itself (with
no outside intervention) disintegrates and always moves toward disorder. So, even if the
evolutionists were allowed their “miracle worker” (billions of years of time), how can they account
for the complexity in our universe? Things unattended do not become more complex, the become
less complex. 

THE SCIENTIFIC PROOF OF AN OLD EARTH

An important question that must be asked and honestly answered is: Is the claim for a great age
for the earth and humanity (as affirmed by the majority of scientists) based upon scientific
evidence? The answer to this question is a simple “No.” In fact, the available scientific evidence
that has to do with this area says the opposite.

Even evolutionists admit there is no evidence. For instance, evolutionist Dr. Stephen Moorbath,
associated with the University of Oxford has this to say, “No terrestrial rocks closely approaching
an age of 4.6 billion years have yet been discovered. The evidence for the age of the earth is
circumstantial, being based upon ... indirect reasoning” (92)

Consider further the words of Dr. John Eddy, an evolutionary astronomer. He said, 

“There is no evidence based solely on solar observations that the Sun is 4.5 to 5
billion years old.” He continued: “I suspect that the Sun is 4.5 billion years old.
However, given some new and unexpected results to the contrary, and some time
for frantic recalculation and theoretical readjustment, I suspect that we could live
with Bishop Usher’s value for the age of the Earth and Sun [4004 B.C.]. I don’t think
we have much in the way of observational evidence in astronomy to conflict with
that.” (18)

EVOLUTIONARY DATING METHODS ARE EXTREMELY FAULTY

We often hear about the “proof” of an old earth (billions of years). We are told the dating methods
of science have proves this beyond any reasonable doubt. For instance, when applying this
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“infallible” method to mollusks that were living at the time of the test, the mollusks were shown to
be 2,300 years old! (Funkhouser).  How reliable can the system be? Consider another case
where hair from a mummified musk ox was dated at 7,200 years, while muscle tissue from the
same carcass was dated at 24,000 years! (Jackson 13). Such instances of absolute inconsistency
with the proposed method of dating are numerous. 

THE PROVEN DETERIORATION OF THE EARTH’S MAGNETIC FIELD

Science has discovered the earth has a magnetic field. This magnetic field is caused by a
massive electric current (billions of amperes) which circulates in the core of the earth. Because
of the many “outside” sources which can create distortions in this field, the earth’s magnetic field
is very complex. 

We have no desire to go into a long, involved technical discussion of this magnetic field. Let it
suffice to say that it has been proved this magnetic field is continuously decaying. Furthermore,
this rate of decay is measurable. Based on this fact, when we look back in time, there is a
limitation of the earth because of how much magnetic energy the earth could have had originally.
This very fact suggest the age of the earth as being a few thousand years of age, just as the Bible
presents it.

THE GEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE

Evolution contends that life has gradually evolved over the past 2 billion years or so, slowly going
from the simple life forms toward the more complex life forms. Among evolutionists, one of the
generally accepted standards of proving this concept is through the so-called “geologic time
table.” This model proposes to show the development of living organisms as they (supposedly)
ascended from simple life forms to the more complex in the ancient past. 

Supposedly there are four major eras seen in the geologic time table. They are: Pre-Cambrian
(sometimes subdivided into Archeozoic and Proterozoic); Paleozoic (the most ancient life),
Mesozoic (intermediate life); Cenozoic (more recent life forms). 

This “column” is arranged according to the types of fossils (called index fossils) found in them.
In other words, a certain life form is said to lived at a certain time, or at least come into existence,
during a specific time period. When this life form is found in fossil form, then we know
(supposedly) the age of the rock.

However, this fanciful “geologic time table” is based on “circular reasoning.” Let me explain.
When a fossil is found, we are told the fossil is so many years old. When asked the method in
determining the age of that fossil, we hear the answer “By the age of the strata of rock in which
it was found.” The second question necessarily follows, “How do you know the age of that rock?”
The normal answer is, “By the age of the fossil found in that strata of rock.” 

Thus, the age of the fossil is shown by the strata of rock in which it was found. Furthermore, the
age of the rock is known by the age of the fossil found therein. This is called “circular reasoning.”
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In other words, if“A” is that old, then “B” is that old; and “B” is proven to be that old because of the
age of “A.” 

Nonetheless, geology gives us an incomplete record. Supposedly the record of life in the various
strata of rock date back almost 3 billion years. If this record were found intact in any one place,
it would be approximately 130 miles in depth. However, the sedimentary rocks in any one place
is no more than twelve to fifteen miles deep! In fact, the earth’s crust is about twenty-five to thirty
miles in depth!

The instances in which the “geologic column” has a supposed lower (thus older) strata above a
supposed younger strata is too numerous to mention in this short article. Furthermore, there are
places where one, two, or more strata are not even found!

An example of this is the Grand Canyon. Evolutionists claim it represents some one billion years
of life history. Yet the top five periods (all of the Cenozoic and Mesozoic eras), representing
(supposedly) more than 200 million years, are not found. The lower Paleozoic era, which
supposedly represents about 150 million years is also absent!

George McCready Price cited an Annual Report for 1886 for the Canadian Government. This
report described the region near Banff in Alberta, Canad, which is just east of the Rockies. He
wrote:

East of the main divide the lower Carboniferous is overlaid in places by beds of
lower Cretaceous age, and here again, although the two formations differ so widely
in respect to age, one overlies the other without any perceptible break, and the
separation of the one from the other is rendered more difficult by the fact that the
upper beds of the Carboniferous re lithologically almost precisely like those of the
Cretaceous (above them). Were it not for fossil evidence, one would naturally
suppose that a single formation was being dealt with. (11, 12)

THE BIBLICAL EVIDENCE FOR A YOUNG EARTH

If one believes in the inspiration (God-breathed) of the Scriptures, he realizes the Bible does
indeed speak to the issue of the age of the earth. Let us notice briefly the following points.

First, in Genesis, chapter one, Moses describes the creation of the earth and man as happening
in the same week. The “days” of Genesis 1 have reference to twenty-four hour days, not great
eons of time. This is shown by the fact that, in giving the ten commandments, this same writer
clearly viewed the days of creation as the same length of time as the days he mentioned relative
to giving the sabbath commandment. Notice his words, “For in six days the LORD made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD
blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it” (Exodus 20:11). In blessing the “sabbath day,” did God
bless “great eons of time”? Surely not.
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Second, the sovereignty and majesty of God has been evident to man “from the beginning, indeed
from the “foundations of the earth” (Isaiah 40:21-25). According to the theory of evolution, this
cannot be true because man is a virtual “latecomer” to the earth, evolving billions of years after
the earth had its beginning. If man is relatively new to the earth, how could God’s greatness be
evident from the “beginning”? The Bible contradicts evolution. Which will you believe?

Third, consider the words of Christ. “But from the beginning of the creation God made them male
and female” (Mark 10:6). Here inspiration affirms male and female was “from the beginning of the
creation.” Does “from the beginning of the creation” mean eons of time? This is in direct conflict
with evolution.

Fourth, in Luke 3, inspiration traces the genealogy of Jesus to Adam (the “first man,” 1
Corinthians 15:45). From Christ to Abraham, there are fifty-five generations. Archaeology
demonstrates these fifty-five generations cover about 2,000 years. Furthermore, from Abraham
back to Adam, there are an additional twenty generations, which are known for their longevity
(several hundred years of age). 

By looking closely at other instances of the recording of other genealogical records (Ezra 7:3-4;
1 Chronicles 6:6-10) which allows the possibility of some omissions, we can safely assume the
lives of those between Abraham and Adam were not radically different than others who lived
during the same time. Thus, the Bible implies a relatively young age for the earth and for man.

THE CONCLUSION OF THE WHOLE MATTER – A YOUNG EARTH

Dear people, the Bible has been assailed by doubters, skeptics, agnostics and unbelievers
through the centuries. Yet, it stands today much, much more solid than the Rock of Gibraltar. It
has stood the test of time. It IS the very word of God. It can be trusted. 

The origin of all life forms which exist today upon the earth or has ever existed is traced to the
creative power of the Sovereign Ruler of the universe, the Great I Am – the God of the Bible. Let
us look to the Bible for a hope that “maketh not ashamed” (Romans 5:5).

Works Cited

Eddy, John (September 1978). Geotimes, as quoted by Wayne Jackson, Christian Courier
Website, taken from http://66.33.75.203//archives/earth_age.htm 

Funkenhouser, John G. And John J. Naughton (7/15/1968).  Journal of Geophysical Research.
as quoted by Wayne Jackson, Christian Courier Website, taken from
http://66.33.75.203//archives/earth_age.htm 

Jackson, Wayne Jackson (1989). Evolution, Creation, and the Age of the Earth. Stockton, CA:
Courier Publications



The Age Of The Earth Tom Bright

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 6

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is not
be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

Moorbath, Stephen (March 1977). Scientific American, as quoted by Wayne Jackson, Christian
Courier Website, taken from http://66.33.75.203//archives/earth_age.htm 

Price, George McCready (1911). God’s Two Books. Washington, D. C.: Review & Herald. as
quoted by Wayne Jackson, The Mythology of Modern Geology. Stockton, CA: Apologetics
Press, 1980.

Wald, George (1980). “The Origin of Life,” in The Physics and Chemistry of Life. New York:
Simon and Schuster, 1955. as quoted in, Henry M. Morris, Scientific Creationism. San
Diego, CA: Creation Life Publishers

Wysong, R. L (1976).  The Creation-Evolution Controversy. East Lansing, MI: Inquiry Press.
quoted in: Bert Thompson, Creation Compromises. Montgomery, AL: Apologetics Press,
1995.



Is Evolution Scientific? David Long

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 1

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is not
be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

David has labored with the church in Higginsville, Missouri since 1997. He is a 1992 graduate of the Memphis
School of Preaching. David labors with others in the area in the International Bible Studies work and the Mid-West
School of Biblical Studies. He and his wife have three children.

Is Evolution Scientific?
David Long

The average person in the world would probably answer yes to the question, “Is evolution
scientific?” Why would they answer yes to such a question? Probably because it is taught as fact
and that the majority of “scientist” believe and teach it to be so. I remember when I was in middle
school or what would be the 6th, 7th and 8th grades back in the 70’s. I had this science teacher who
taught evolution as a fact of science. It was clearly taught in our science books as a matter of fact.
I am sure that many young people including myself were influenced by that science teacher to
believe that evolution was scientific. It has been said that if you say something often enough and
long enough the public will come to believe it as truth. How true that is when it comes to Evolution.
Evolution has been said often enough and long enough that most people believe it to be true. In
my opinion most people believe that science has proven evolution to be a fact. Note this line of
thinking:

The May 1, 2001 edition of the Cleveland (TN) Daily Banner on page 9 carried an
article entitled “New look into universe supports the ‘big bang.’” The first paragraph
of the article consisted of one sentence: Key elements of theories about how the
universe expanded and developed after the Big Bang have been confirmed by data
from high-flying balloons and from instruments operating in Antarctica, scientist say
(Campbell).

What does the author of the article in the May 1, 2001 edition of the Cleveland (TN) Daily Banner
assume? He assumes that the “Big Bang” theory is a fact. At least he speaks of it as if it were a
given fact. Why? Because scientist say so. We need to beware when we read such statements
as “scientist say.” Not all scientists say such things. Not all scientists promote evolution. Not all
scientists believe that evolution is scientific. But let’s examine the question “Is evolution scientific?”
and see if it is so. The word “scientific” means “1. Of, discovered by, derived from, or used in
science. 2. Agreeing with or using the principles or methods of science; systematic, exact.” (Funk
718). Has scientist discovered evolution, as far as having evidence of fish changing to birds and
monkeys changing to men and so forth? I remember back in middle school with my science
teacher and how he tried to show his students the scientific proof for evolution. He had this picture
chart of a monkey changing into a man and on that chart was the different stages of the monkey
finally evolving into a man. Those were pretty pictures but where is the evidence for all those
different stages? Back in 1856 scientist discovered what they called “Neanderthal Man.” Was this
some type of half-man and half-monkey? No! Then there was the Cro-Magnon Man in 1868. Was
this some type of half-man and half-monkey? No! Then there was the Piltdown Man in 1911. Was
this some type of half-man and half-monkey? The Piltdown man was a dishonest assembly of
human skull fragments together with the lower jaw of an orangutan. For some forty years it was
perpetrated upon the scientific world as half-man and half-money (Jackson 17). Then there is the
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famous “Lucy.” Dr. Don Johanson’s in 1979 claimed that the skeleton of a fossil known as Lucy,
dating from three million year ago, is indeed the long-missing ape/man and classified by Johanson
as Afar Man. Albert Mehlert in the Bible-Sceince Newsletter, March, 1980, p.7 says, “What has
occurred is that Johanson, in his anxiety to be the finder of that long missing ape/man, consciously
or unconsciously, has merged fossil bones of the two different creatures into one and, therefore,
came up with an APE/MAN!!”. I guess the most recent so-called discovery was back in 1999 of
a bird-like fossil called “Archaeoraptor liaoningensis” (Jared Jackson). Was this some type of half-
bird and half-dinosaur? NO! It did not consist of a single fossil but rather, it was an assembly of
several fossils.  The point of all this is that there have been no discoveries that prove the big
changes needed for evolution to be true.  Evolution is not scientific. Does evolution agree with the
principles or methods of science? The scientific method consists of observation and experiment.
Has evolution been observed and tested? Professor Whitten, Professor of Genetics at the
University of Melbourne, in his 1980 Assembly Week address, state, “Biologists are simply naive
when they talk about experiments designed to test the theory of evolution. It is not testable”
(Thompson 45). We must understand that the scientific method is subject to certain limitations.
Bert Thompson in the June 1981 issue of Reason & Revelation gives five limitations of the
scientific method. Let me give the first two here for our consideration. (1) The scientific method
is limited to what can be observed with the five senses. If something can be seen, heard, touched,
smelled or tasted then science can deal with it otherwise forget it as far as science is concerned.
(2) The scientific method is limited to the present. Quoting from Enno Wolthius he writes: 

Science seeks to explain the behavior of that which is, and to check its explanation
by means of experiments. But this experimental requirement can be met only in the
present time. The past, and especially the beginning of things, lies beyond the grasp
of this method, and so science can only speculate about the origin and history of the
world (Enno Wolthius (1963), Science, God & You (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker)).

Is it scientific to say that evolution is true because there are certain structural similarities common
to both human and animal forms? There are undeniable similarities in the skeletal features of the
ape family and the human family. Does this prove that one is descended from the other? If it does
then what do we do with the Australian duck-billed platypus? It has a bill, webbed feet, makes a
nest, lays eggs and hatches them. It is thus similar to a bird. Yet, it has four feet, fur, a tail, teeth
(when small), claws, and nurses its young. It is therefore similar to a mammal. According to the
“comparative anatomy” argument, from which is it descended? Comparative anatomy doesn’t
prove anything concerning evolution. It simply indicates there was a Designer behind the thing
who fashioned living organisms after a common plan. After all, if living creatures are to inhabit the
same earth and utilize the same elements, why shouldn’t they be similar in some ways? Is it
scientific to say something came from nothing? Yet, if we believe in evolution that’s what we must
say. The universe is here and therefore must be explained. Did it create itself from nothing? Now
that’s real scientific, isn’t it? Something cannot come from nothing, but something exists; therefore
something has always existed. The Bible teaches that that something is God (Genesis 1:1; John
1:1). Job wrote, 

But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they
shall tell thee: Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the
sea shall declare unto thee. Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the LORD



Is Evolution Scientific? David Long

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 3

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is not
be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

hath wrought this? In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of
all mankind (Job 12:7-10). 

In conclusion I think Wayne Jackson says it best in his tract, Evolution and Science:

May we therefore conclude that the theory of evolution is un-scientific, un-
reasonable and downright incredible? Men believe it simply because they want to.
The Bible contains the true origin of man. The intelligent person will address himself
to this Book, ascertaining what his responsibility is and complying therewith.
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Was The Genesis Flood Worldwide?
Wayne Brewer

INTRODUCTION

The Genesis flood is one of the most well known events in the Bible, and in fact, it just may be the
most well known event. Most everyone from Christian to atheist is aware of the Genesis flood to
some degree or another. The Genesis flood has even provided material for late night talk show
comedians, as they have made reference to the flood directly, or indirectly through Noah, the ark,
or even the rainbow. Though they reject the Bible and its account of the flood even evolutionists
are aware of it. From professors in the most highly respected universities around the world to the
uneducated on isolated islands, people are aware of the great flood. However, in spite of the fact
that the flood is well known, and has been since it happened, it has for years been a major source
of ridicule among atheists, evolutionists, and others who reject the Bible as the Word of God. They
often view the Biblical account (Genesis 6-9) as a myth, very inaccurate, and certainly
incompatible with their held philosophies. This kind of reasoning might be expected from declared
atheists and evolutionists, but in recent years, even so called Bible believers have come to reject
the Biblical account, compromising the Word of God, and suggesting that the Genesis flood was
merely a localized event. One example is Neal D. Buffaloe, who for years has been known as a
theistic evolutionist, and N. Patrick Murray, have written, “… the mainstream of Biblical scholarship
rejects the literal historicity of the Genesis stories prior to Genesis 12, and finds the literature of
parable and symbol in the early chapters of Genesis” (5).  Now, not only must the Bible be
defended against attacks, from those who do not believe it, but also by those who say they believe
in it. In addition to an outright rejection of the Genesis account, there are many Bible believers who
will often suggest that it does not really matter whether the Genesis flood was localized or
worldwide, or whether it was an historical event or simply a myth or legend. Those who suggest
such may be well meaning and sincere, but by doing so place into question the inspiration and
accuracy of the whole Bible.  If the Genesis flood, which is recorded as an actual, historical event,
is shown to be inaccurate, then it would cast doubt on the validity of the rest of the Bible, even
concerning such topics as Jesus, salvation, worship, heaven, etc. However, there is ample
evidence that the Genesis flood was truly worldwide, that it happened as the Bible says, and that
evidence is found both within and apart from the Bible.

BIBLICAL EVIDENCE FOR A WORLDWIDE FLOOD

First, evidence for a worldwide flood is seen in that the Genesis account is written as an historical
narrative rather than a parable, allegory, poetry, legend, myth, or some other kind of figurative
literature. The Genesis record of the flood begins with the phrase, “And it came to pass…”



Was The Genesis Flood Worldwide? Wayne Brewer

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 2

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is not
be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

(Genesis 6:1), which is used in the Bible to indicate, that the event is historical. Over and over,
from the Old to the New Testament, the phrase, “and it came to pass,” signifies that the event is
historical (Genesis 14:1, 22:1,27:1,30, 38:1, 39:7, 40:1, 41:1, 42:35, 48:1, Exodus 12:41, 51,
Joshua 17:13, Judges 13:20, 1 Samuel 13:22, 1 Kings 15:12, Nehemiah 2:1, Esther 2:8, Matthew
11:1, 19:1, Mark 1:15, Luke 2:1, 5:1, 6:1, Acts 4:5). A careful study of the phrase, “and it came to
pass,” reveals that it is not found to be associated with parable or allegory type literature in the
Bible, but only with historical events. In addition to the phrase used to introduce the events of the
flood, the Genesis account provides details, which indicate that the flood is historical rather than
figurative. Details such as the names of Noah’s sons (Genesis 6:10), the exact description and
measurements of the ark (Genesis 6:14-16), the exact numbers of kinds of animals to be taken
on the ark (Genesis 6:19- 7:3), the number of days before the rain (Genesis 7:4), the duration of
the rain (Genesis 7:4,12), how long the water was on the earth (Genesis 7:24), how long the
waters continued to decrease (Genesis 8:3-5), where the ark came to rest (Genesis 8:4), and
many others. The specific and minute details support the fact that the Genesis flood is an historical
record rather than merely a myth, legend, or any other figurative type literature.

Second, evidence for a worldwide flood is seen in that the Genesis account reports that all human
beings and animals, everywhere, which were not in the ark, died in the flood. “And Jehovah said,
‘I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the ground…’” (Genesis 6:7). “And God
said unto Noah, ‘The end of all flesh is come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through
them, and, behold, I will destroy them…’” (Genesis 6:13). “And I, behold, I do bring the flood of
waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh…everything that is in the earth shall die” (Genesis 6:17).
“…Every living thing that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the ground” (Genesis 7:4).
“And all flesh died that moved upon the earth…” (Genesis 7:21). The context of these verses is
that of the whole earth, every person, and animal, “all flesh,” would die in the flood, and nowhere
in the account does the author present the flood as a localized event. In fact, the record says, “And
the earth was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God saw the earth,
and behold, it was corrupt…” (Genesis 6:11-12). However, in an effort to challenge the Genesis
account some suggest that if one believes the Bible account, then logically one must believe that
there were only a few people on the earth from the creation to the flood, and they would all have
lived in the Mesopotamia area. The implication is that for the author to write, “all flesh,” would not
necessarily require a global flood, if the earth’s population was few in number and they lived in a
localized area. Professor Alfred M. Rehwinkel, has calculated that there were about 1,656 years
from the creation to the flood (24-25). Dr. Bert Thompson writes, “…1,656 years would be enough
time to grow an enormous population. During the century between 1830 and 1930, the world
population doubles in number (i.e.: increased by about 850 million people within one century)”
(4:36). Noah spent 120 years building the ark (Genesis 6:3), and in that amount of time the
population of the earth could have easily doubled, so there is no reason to doubt that in 1,656
years that there were not human beings living in every part of the earth, and the population was
in the millions, if not the billions. In addition to that Genesis reveals that human beings lived much
longer than we do, before the flood, and could produce offspring for a much longer period of time
(Genesis 5:32). The point is that when the Bible says, “all flesh died that moved upon the earth”
(Genesis 7:4), there were more people on earth than could inhabit only the Mesopotamia area.
Human beings must have been scattered to wherever there was land. 
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Third, evidence for a worldwide flood is seen in that the Genesis record reports how high the water
rose, and where the ark rested. “And all the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all
the high mountains that were under the whole heaven were covered. Fifteen cubits upward did
the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered” (Genesis 7:19-20). Since the record states,
“all the high mountains,” that means all the land on the earth had to have been covered with water,
which means the flood could not have been localized. The “ark rested…upon the mountains of
Ararat” (Genesis 8:4), rather than on the plains of Mesopotamia. The Genesis account concerning
the depth of the water, and where the ark came to rest, clearly points to a worldwide flood rather
than a localized flood. 

Fourth, evidence for a worldwide flood is seen in the Hebrew and Greek words, which are
translated flood, having reference only to the Genesis account. In the Old Testament, according
to “Young’s Analytical Concordance to the Bible,” there are nine different Hebrew words translated
into the English word, “flood” (357, 358). Of the nine, only one is used with reference to Noah’s
flood, and that is the Hebrew word “mabbul, ” which means, “ a deluge” (357).  This word is
reserved in the Old Testament for reference to Noah’s flood. In the same respect, in the New
Testament, there are three Greek words translated “flood.” However, there is only one of the three
used with reference to Noah’s flood. The word, “kataklusmos,” which Mr. Joseph Thayer writes,
means, “inundation, deluge,” is only used for the Genesis flood (Matthew 24:38,39, Luke 17:27,
2 Peter 2:5) (332). The fact that there is only one word used with reference to the Genesis flood
in Hebrew and in Greek, used in no other context, all indicates the unique nature of the flood, that
it was not merely localized, but worldwide. Then add to that the specific meaning of the Hebrew
word, “mabbul,” and the Greek word, “kataklusmos,” and the only conclusion is that the flood was
worldwide.

Fifth, evidence for a worldwide flood is seen throughout the New Testament. Jesus believed the
Genesis account of the flood, from it drew a lesson concerning him, and in doing so taught that
the Genesis account was accurate and factual. 

And as were the days of Noah, so shall be the coming of the Son of man. For as in
those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and they knew not
until the flood came, and took them all away, so shall be the coming of the Son of
Man (Matthew 24:37-39).  

Jesus believed, accepted, and taught the Genesis flood of Noah as fact. and so did Peter as he
wrote of Noah and the flood on two occasions, both times presenting it as a factual event. Peter
wrote, “…when the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing,
wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water” (1 Peter 3:20), and “and spared not
the ancient world, but preserved Noah with seven others, a preacher of righteousness, when he
brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly” (2 Peter 2:5). Nowhere in the New Testament does
Jesus or any author suggest anything else, but that the Genesis account of the flood is accurate
and historical. The New Testament concurs completely with the Old, that the Genesis flood was
worldwide. 
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EXTRA BIBLICAL EVIDENCE FOR A WORLDWIDE FLOOD

First, because of the nature of the flood described in the Bible one would expect that there would
be evidence outside the Bible. Evidence of the flood begins with dozens of accounts around the
world, from almost every culture and nation, which tell of a great catastrophic flood. Because there
are numerous accounts from so many cultures, nations, and races, these accounts cannot be
ignored. Dr. Bert Thompson writes, “Researchers have described over 100 flood traditions from
Europe, Asia, Australia, the East Indies, the Americas, East Africa, and many other places” (4:37).
Baden Powell, former Professor of Geometry in the University of Oxford, writes of flood story
accounts among “the Egyptians, Chaldeans, Greeks, Scythians, and Celtic tribes. They have also
been discovered among the Peruvians and Mexicans, and the South Sea Islanders” (1:542).
George Fredrick Wright writes concerning the numerous accounts, “…the general prevalence of
such traditions strongly confirms the reality of the Bible story” (2:822). Mr. Wright then goes on to
tell of flood accounts from Egyptians, Asian Indians, Chinese, Greeks, British, American Indians,
Babylonians, and on ancient Babylonian cuneiform tablets (2:822-824). Critics have said that such
accounts have no relevance regarding the Biblical flood, and certainly do not prove the flood was
universal. However, Dr. Bert Thompson demonstrates their relevance when he writes, “After the
‘trappings’ are stripped away from the kernel of truth in the stories, there is almost complete
agreement among practically all flood stories” (4:37). Dr. Thompson lists the basic elements of
agreement in the stories as, “a universal destruction by water of the human race and all other
living things occurred, an ark, boat, was provided as the means of escape for some, and a seed
of mankind was provided to perpetuate the human race” (4:37). Professor Harold W. Clark writes,
“While myths may not have any scientific value, yet they are significant in indicating the fact that
an impression was left in the minds of the races of mankind that could not be erased” (45). The
point that each author makes is that one cannot ignore the great number of flood accounts, which
have been recorded through the millenniums by almost every race, nation, and culture, and how
the key elements in the accounts are the same. Could it be possible that this is a mere
coincidence? That is highly unlikely. In fact, the odds would be astronomical and probably greater
than the odds of the theory of evolution itself. The logical conclusion is that there was a worldwide
flood. 

Second, the earth’s surface and crust indicates that there must have been a worldwide flood. Dr.
Henry Morris writes, “Most of the earth’s crust consists of sedimentary rocks (sandstone, shale,
limestone, etc.). These were originally formed in almost all cases under water, usually by
deposition after transportation by water from various sources” (1998). In addition to that Dr. Morris
writes, “All the mountains of the world have been under water at some time or times in the past,
as indicated by sedimentary rocks…near their summits. Even most volcanic mountains with their
pillow lavas seem largely to have formed when under water” (1998). Dr. Morris’ point is that the
earth’s crust, which is made up of sedimentary rocks, could only have been formed or shaped
“under water.” These scientific facts certainly agree with the Biblical account of the flood.  
Third, evidence of a worldwide flood is seen by the dramatic or catastrophic changes that took
place in the earth and its climate throughout history. Those who typically reject a universal flood,
accept an evolutionary theory, which includes what is called uniformity, which the book “The
Effects of the Flood” defines as, “no dramatic changes have ever occurred” (Pathlights).
Evolutionists accept that change has occurred, but that it was over a period of millions of years,
rather than catastrophically. E.H. Colbert, an avowed evolutionist, said, “Many lines of dinosaurs
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evolved during the 100 million years or more of Mesozoic history in which they lived. In those days
the earth had a tropical or sub-tropical climate over much of its land surface…” (69:71). John
Clayton writes, “There is no way geologically of supporting the idea that there was a worldwide
flood…” (1969). However, in spite of what they say and write the earth tells a quite different story.
In the book, “The Effects of the Flood,” the author writes, “The strata are confused and often
crushed and twisted. This would not have occurred if they had been slowly laid down” (Pathlights).
The author also says, 

…rocks, from all strata levels, reveal that a worldwide warm climate once existed
everywhere on the planet, even in what is now Arctic and Antarctic areas. For
example, because of widespread coal and petrified wood deposits, …Antarctic once
had an abundance of vegetation…palm trees… (Pathlights). 

Fourth, possibly the most telling evidence that there was a worldwide flood can be seen in the
fossils, which are formed by sudden and catastrophic changes where the plants and animals live.
One author writes, that fossils “are the remains (or casts) of plants and animals, which suddenly
die, were rapidly buried, and then compacted under tons of additional sediments” (Pathlights).
The problem for evolutionists is as Dr. Henry Morris writes, “…that the earth’s crust was formed
slowly over billions of years.” Dr. Morris continues, “Fossils, however, normally require very rapid
burial and compaction to be preserved at all. Thus every sedimentary formation appears to have
been formed rapidly – even catastrophically…” (116a).  Evolutionists assign millions and billions
of years to the changes that have occurred, yet, the various stratas contain fossils, which are
formed quickly, and which contradicts the theory of millions and billions of years. Evolutionists
must also explain why “All the mountains of the world have been under water at some time…as
indicated by sedimentary rocks and marine fossils near their summits.” (116a). Another problem
for evolutionists is “fossil trees,” or “polystrate,” “the name given to these trees, which are upright
and frequently pierced though several strata” (Pathlights).  The problem is that again, fossils are
formed very rapidly, yet, a tree would have to stood upright for millions of years as the different
stratas were formed. As long as the evolutionists say it takes, the tree would have long decayed
before any strata could have been formed. Dr. Bert Thompson writes, “…vast animal graveyards
and fossiliferous rubble shifts have been found worldwide. Evidence of a great, sudden, and recent
watery cataclysm…” (1986).  

CONCLUSION

The Bible presents the Genesis flood as fact and accurate. Jesus taught it as fact, and so did the
inspired Apostle, Peter. There are more than one hundred flood stories in almost every culture,
nation, and civilization, with the basic elements of the stories the same. There is the fossil record
in the sedimentary crust of the earth, which indicates that sudden changes took place. The
evidence is on the side of a worldwide flood of water covering the whole earth, just like the Bible
records.    
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Does Astronomy Contradict The Bible Teaching Of Creation?
Charles Coats

The conventional model for solar system formation, called the solar nebula
hypothesis, holds that the solar nebula cooled from T > 2000 K with an initially
uniform solar composition. The condensation was then quenched at a certain
temperature (which is a function of distance from the sun), and the remaining gas
was blown away by a high luminosity early sun. Most of the dense material then
aggregated to form planets. A fraction of this material was scattered by gravitational
encounters with other protoplanets, forming the comets and chondric meteorites.
Some of the volatile material was swept up by planets and incorporated into
planetary atmospheres. Some large, differentiated bodies were fragmented through
collisions, producing stoney-iron and iron meteorites. (Weisstein 2)

Although maybe a tad complicated, this statement states what is commonly known as the Big
Bang Theory. This theory is the basis of the evolutionary view of the beginning of the universe.
The Big Bang, in one form or another, is also the starting point of the focus of astronomy.

Man has always been interested in his beginnings. Many theories have been put forth, and
mythology teems with ideas concerning our origin. What is little known is that the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) exists to answer the question of our beginning.
Literally, billions of dollars have been, and will be, spent to research the issue of the origin of the
universe.

In this lesson, we want to address whether astronomy contradicts the Biblical teaching of Creation.
To do this, we will begin by making a few observations concerning the field of astronomy.

By definition, astronomy is “The scientific study of the universe beyond the earth, esp. the
observation, calculation, and interpretation of the positions, dimensions, distribution, composition,
and evolution of celestial bodies and phenomena” (Webster). It is not to be confused with
astrology which is “The study of the positions and aspects of heavenly bodies in the belief that
they have an influence on the course of human affairs” (Webster). From astrology comes the
horoscope and the notion of planetary alignments influencing our actions and lives. The question
generally associated with astrology is “What is your sign?”
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Astronomy does not hold to the astrological belief but endeavors to offer a scientific study of the
solar system. Astronomy attempts to explain the movements of the planets, stars, moons, etc. and
how these movements influence other things in the universe. The biggest goal of the astronomer
is to explain the origin of the universe.

Man has been studying the universe for centuries. The development of the calendar is a result of
these studies. The most influential ancient astronomer was Ptolemy of Alexandria (circa 140 A.D.),
who made studies of the universe and held that the Earth was the center of the universe.
Ptolemy’s views were held as truth through the Middle Ages.

The beginning of modern astronomy is traced to the works of Copernicus and Galileo in the middle
1500’s A.D. Their work showed that all planets circle the Sun and not the Earth. The Catholic
Inquisition forced Galileo to renounce this idea, yet we now know that Copernicus and Galileo
were correct.

The basis of modern astronomy is the Big Bang Theory. According to this theory, a gigantic
explosion took place some 10 – 20 billion years ago. From that explosion, particles were sent forth
that became our planets, stars, moons, etc. This explosion set in motion an ever-expanding
universe. From the astronomer’s viewpoint, the universe is still expanding and if we can get
information from the edge of that expansion, we can solve the mystery of the origin of the
universe. The goal of our space missions is to get to that ever-elusive edge. 

To help further understand the goal of astronomy, please note the following quotes:

The radiotelescope, a metal latticework bowl resembling a TV satellite dish, was
capable of intercepting naturally emitted radio signals from celestial bodies up to 10
billion light years away. The signals help scientists understand the origins of the
universe. (Arkansas Gazette)

Astronomers say they have detected starlight from the birth of a galaxy 12 billion
years ago, which would mean galaxies kept forming long after the universe emerged
from the “Big Bang” . . . The object is too far away for positive identification, but
scientists detected evidence that perhaps 1 billion suns ignited as a huge gas cloud
collapsed under its own gravity 71 billion trillion miles, or 12 billion light years, from
Earth. . . . (The Daily News )

In a discovery that could upset theories of cosmic evolution, astronomers have
detected a light coming from surprisingly close to the edge of the universe – and
hence near the beginning of time. (Detroit Free Press)

There, more than eight miles above Earth, they found a reassuring match between astronomical
theories and the chemical components of huge gas clouds hundreds of trillions of miles from
Earth. (Arkansas Democrat)
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While these quotes help to emphasize the main focus of astronomy, it must be noted that not
everyone is comfortable with the Big Bang Theory. While not admitting there is a God, David
Berlinski did cast a doubt as to the validity of the Big Bang Theory:

Physicists, no less than anyone else, are uneasy with the idea that the universe
simply popped into existence, with space and time “suddenly switching themselves
on.” The image of a light switch comes from Paul Davies, who uses it to express the
miracle without quite recognizing that it embodies a contradiction. A universe that
has suddenly switched itself on has accomplished something within time; and yet
the Big Bang is supposed to have brought space and time into existence. (Berlinski
14)

To help further its agenda, NASA has founded 13 centers in its Astrobiology Institute. This institute
was founded by NASA to blend astronomy, biology, chemistry, and physics to help identify life in
the universe. (Newsweek) (Or, as we would say it, “Is there life on other planets?”) Three of these
centers are at Harvard, UCLA, and Michigan State University.

A few years back, NASA thought it had made a great discovery proving life had at one time existed
on Mars. A meteorite was discovered in Antarctica that caused great excitement and controversy
among scientists. Please note the following about this meteorite:

1. It was discovered in 1984.
2. Its origin was not recognized until 1993.
3. In 1996, NASA scientists announced they had discovered traces of life from Mars

on this meteorite.
4. According to the scientists, this meteorite was formed beneath the surface of Mars

about 4.5 billion years ago. It was probably knocked loose from Mars about 16
million years ago and drifted through space until falling to Earth some 13,000 years
ago. (USA Today, “Scientists...”)

Is it just me, or does anyone else see a few problems with this? For instance, why did it take nine
years to figure out where it came from? How did they figure out where it came from? Did it have
a “Made In Mars” tag on it? And, how on Earth could someone look at a rock and come up with
such an elaborate history of its travels through space?

Several space missions have been launched by the United States and Russia seeking to answer
the questions concerning our origin. From 1962 – 1978, the United States successfully sent 38
spacecraft to research space. Apollo, Mariner, Ranger, Viking, Pioneer, and Voyager are some
of the familiar names of this period.

After a six-year journey, the Galileo Orbiter and Probe reached Jupiter. The Probe, according to
reports, entered Jupiter’s atmosphere on December 7, 1995. Note these two observations
concerning the Probe’s work:

. . . From Jupiter’s size and mass, astronomers have long known that it is almost
entirely made of hydrogen and helium – the two most abundant elements in the
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universe as a whole. Precise measurements of the amounts of oxygen, carbon,
neon, and nitrogen – the next four most abundant elements in the universe --, as
well as helium and other less abundant ingredients, can not only have implications
for understanding Jupiter today but can also provide clues to the planetary formation
and evolution process. 

Concerning some unexpected findings: Accounting for these results provides
challenges and opportunities for refining our ideas about the formation and evolution
of Jupiter and the solar system. (Galileo)

The Galileo Orbiter is still in the area photographing, and recently sent back photos of Io, Jupiter’s
largest moon. (USA Today, “Galileo...”)

Another mission is the Microwave Anistrophy Project (MAP) set to launch on June 30, 2001. It is
hoped this mission will help resolve the age of the universe.

The light and the heat produced by the Big Bang presents itself as microwave
radiation. The CMB (cosmic microwave background, C.C.) radiation we see today
has been traveling to our part of the universe for as long as the universe has existed
– a highly debated length of time (generally estimated between 10 and 16 billion
years) and one of the puzzles scientists hope MAP will help solve. (Science, “A
Map...”)

In August 2001, NASA plans on launching a new mission to study the Sun. This spacecraft,
Genesis, is designed to open up and “entrap solar wind particles” which will be brought to Earth
for study (Science, “Genesis...”). (I am not making this up, C.C.). Another mission is NASA’s
Chandra X-ray Observatory, deployed from the Space Shuttle Columbia in July 1999. (The
Chandra Mission). Also, two balloons were sent up by scientists to study cosmic microwave
background (a result of the Big Bang). These balloons were the Boomerang and the Maxima.
(Science, “Universal...”). All of these missions are to provide more insight into the origin of the
universe.

Even though we have had all these efforts made to discover the origin of the universe and of life
itself, the prize of the space program is Hubble. The Hubble Space Telescope was put into orbit
in April 1990 and was to give scientists a more accurate look at the universe. Hubble, which has
cost about $4 billion so far and costs $200 million a year to operate, is designed to help scientists
discover if there is life elsewhere in the Universe. The Hubble Constant, which supposedly shows
the universe still expanding as a result of the Big Bang, is used to help determine the age of the
universe. Hubble is scheduled to operate until 2010.

Lest anyone worry about what scientists will do once Hubble is gone, NASA is already planning
on sending more telescopes into space: Next Generation Space Telescope in 2007; Space
Interferometry Mission telescope in 2007; Terrestrial Planet Finder telescope in 2012; and, the Life
Finder telescope in 2025. All of these are “geared toward finding out whether there is life
elsewhere in the universe. (USA Today, “A Decade...”).
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I think we can safely say that the purpose of astronomy is to show that the Theory of Evolution is
true as to the origin of life and the universe. Unfortunately, many will believe the “great
discoveries” of science and be led away from God to eternal punishment. Please look back over
the quotes in this lesson and ask yourself the following questions:

1. How could anyone know that the light we see from the stars originated billions of
years ago? To know this, we would have to know exactly where the light source is
and when the light was turned on. You cannot look at the end of the light and figure
out its beginning.

2. How do scientists know that light is coming from close to the edge of the universe?
Do we really believe we can measure a light’s travel time that began 12 billion years
ago? I am always curious as to how they can definitely single out a particular light
source that is supposedly 71 billion trillion miles from here!

3. Do we really believe that scientists can measure the chemical composition of gas
clouds that are hundreds of trillions of miles from Earth, even from an observatory
that is about 8 miles above Earth? My next question would be, “How do they even
know they are gas clouds?”

4. Why can’t scientists just be honest and admit they cannot tell us that a meteorite
found on Earth came from Mars? We have nothing to compare it with since no one
has been to Mars! 

5. When trying to measure cosmic microwave background radiation, scientists say that
it has been coming to our part of the universe since the Big Bang. This being the
case, how can scientists say the universe is expanding away from us as a result of
the Big Bang? If the universe were expanding away from us, then would not the
radiation be going away from us rather than to us?

6. Why are scientists not honest enough to admit that the Big Bang Theory is based
on pure assumption and involves itself in reasoning in a circle? It has always been
interesting to me that scientists always seem to “find” support for their assumptions.
Astronomy “reasons” thusly: “How do we know there was a Big Bang?” “Because
we said so.” “Why do we say so?” “Because there was a Big Bang.” “How do we
know there was a Big Bang?” “Because we said so.” etc., etc. “Reasoning in this
manner, they have to prove nothing and people actually think they are smart. 

Does astronomy contradict the Bible’s teaching on creation? Consider the following:

ASTRONOMY: Everything began from some giant explosion of unknown origin.
THE BIBLE: God created the universe (Genesis 1:1).

ASTRONOMY: Out of randomness came order.
THE BIBLE: God created everything in its place and functioning properly (Genesis 1,2).
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ASTRONOMY: The Sun, the Moon, and the stars are the result of some chunks from the
Big Bang explosion stopping in the right places.
THE BIBLE: God placed the stars, the Sun, and the Moon in place to be used by man for
signs, seasons, days, and years (Gensis 1:14-19).

ASTRONOMY: Everything is continuing to evolve.
THE BIBLE: God created everything in the seas, the skies, and on the Earth. Everything
that could reproduce was created capable to reproducing after its own kind (cf. Genesis
1,2; Exodus 20:11)

ASTRONOMY: The universe is around 12 billion years old.
THE BIBLE: The Bible supports the view of a young Earth as seen from a comparison of
the genealogies recorded in Genesis 5 and 11. The times given here indicate an
approximate 2000-year period to Abraham. From Abraham to Christ is approximately 2000
years, and from Christ to now is approximately 2000 years. The Bible would give us a
universe that is less than 8,000 years old.

ASTRONOMY: The universe was not created all at once. Some things came into play
millions to billions of years later.
THE BIBLE: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1).

Astronomy not only contradicts the Bible, but if the teachings of astronomy are followed, man will
be led farther away from God, and then, lost eternally. Our origin is not of purely naturalistic
beginnings.  We are truly made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26,27), and will one day answer
to God for the deeds done in our lives (Ecclesiastes 12:14; Romans 2:6).

Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so
that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. (Hebrews
11:3)
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Historical Accuracy As Proof Of Bible Inspiration
Michael P. Hughes

The Bible is not a book of History!  This is a statement that I have heard throughout my life from
individuals that have had trouble dealing with antagonists of the scriptures. We must realize
however that Christianity is historical by nature. Consider the following statement by Joe Bertone:

Christianity is a religion that is historical in nature. God revealed himself through
historical methods. One such method of His revelation was the Bible. Inspired by
God through men, the Bible was revealed to men who lived within a certain time,
culture, and region. Therefore the Bible, in some aspects is historical in nature. For
us to accept the supernatural of the Bible (i.e., God parting the red sea) then we
must see that the historical references made in the Bible are true. If they are true
and accurate then we can easily believe that the supernatural of the Bible is true
and accurate. (Bertone)

While I am not certain what other means of revelation Mr. Bertone may be referring to. I do agree
wholeheartedly that those historical references which are made must be true and accurate. If they
are not then the claim that the Bible is inspired and infallible is a false claim. If it can be proven
that any historical event did not occur or occurred differently than the way the Bible records it then
we have a fallible account that cannot have been revealed (inspired) by God.

Antagonists of the scriptures and of God have long known this and many have been the attempts
to discredit the Word of God through questioning or bringing into doubt its historical accuracy.
They have not yet managed to discredit the scriptures in this way. In fact, this statement by
archaeologist Dr. Wood is quite interesting:

In every instance where the findings of archaeology pertain to the Biblical record,
the archaeological evidence confirms, sometimes in detailed fashion, the historical
accuracy of Scripture. (Wood)

Millar Burrows of Yale agrees when he states in his article “What mean these stones” from
Howard F. Vos’ book An Introduction to Bible archaeology, “On the whole, however,
archaeological work has unquestionably strengthened confidence in the reliability of the scriptural
record.” And again, “Archaeology has in many cases refuted the views of modern critics.”

Perhaps one of the most widely known and controverted historical incidents in the Bible is the
flood of Genesis 6-9. It is recorded that there was a global flood that “prevailed exceedingly upon
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the earth and all the high hills that were under the whole heaven, were covered.” (Genesis 7:19).
We are further told in verse 20-21

{20} Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.
{21} And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and
of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man:
{22} All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.
{23} And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the
ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven;
and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they
that were with him in the ark. {24} And the waters prevailed upon the earth an
hundred and fifty days.

It is interesting to note that as Werner Keller states on page 22 of his book The Bible As History:
“Among people of all races there is a variety of traditions of a gigantic and catastrophic flood.”
Why would it be that such a story existed in nearly every culture unless such a thing had occurred
and was remembered through the story telling through which man transmitted their history.

It is not only the records and stories of various cultures that point to the veracity of the flood, but
archaeological digs have also confirmed that a catastrophic flood occurred in ancient times. In
1929, at a dig at Tell al-muqayyar, dug down through tombs of what was dubbed by one
archaeologist as “the graves of the kings of Ur.” Yes, archaeology has confirmed the existence
of Ur. In 1843 Paul-Emile Botta, the French vice-consul in Mosul, began a dig that uncovered
evidence of Sargon, the ruler of Assyria mentioned in (Isaiah 20:1)"In the year that Tartan came
unto Ashdod (when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him,) and fought against Ashdod, and took
it;"

Two years after that, 1845, Nimrud, called Calah, (Genesis 10:10-11)"And the beginning of his
kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. {11} Out of that
land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah," was uncovered
by A. H. Layard. Nineveh was shortly after that uncovered by Henry Creswicke Rawlinson. In
1854 a somewhat unwilling gentleman named J. E. Taylor began a dig at a place called Tell al-
Muqayyar. Being a novice he had no idea what he was doing and probably did great damage in
the beginning of the dig. He did find some clay rolls which he sent to London. So much else was
being discovered at this time that the scrolls were put away and pretty much forgotten. Finally in
1923 a joint American and British team began a serious concerted effort at this location that finally
uncovered the ancient Ur of the Chaldees.

It is in this same location that they dug down and found a ten foot layer of clay after which
breaking through they discovered a still more ancient civilization had flourished there. That clay
deposit was determined to be from the cataclysmic flood of Genesis. At least for awhile. They
soon realized that the flood evidence found there was not cataclysmic enough for the world-wide
event described in the Bible.
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Many have since argued for a local flood being what was talked about in Genesis and not literally
an over the whole earth flood. Bert Thompson in an article in Reason & Revelation, lists several
individuals as discrediting a universal flood and arguing for a local flood. Included among those
that he cites he credits John Clayton as saying “There is no way geologically of supporting the
idea that there was a worldwide flood...” (Thomson 57)

Is this true? Not at all. In the very next issue of Reason & Revelation, in part two of his article “In
Defense of...The Genesis Flood,” brother Thompson points out a number of geological evidences
for a universal flood. 

He cites examples of vast animal graveyards and rubble shifts worldwide, evidence of a sudden
watery cataclysm followed by a deep freeze along the “great north.” Fossilized trees and plants
standing erect through successive bed ofr water-laid stone. Numerous rifts, fissures, and lave
beds have been discovered on the ocean floor evidencing a cataclysmic upheaval of the floors
of the oceans, such as would have occurred when all the fountains of the great deep were broken
up, (Genesis 7:11). He also points out that worldwide fossilization have been found that occurred
during, even would have required rapid burial and compaction.

While not every fossil, every striated water laid strata, animal graveyard or shift of the earths crust
is evidence of a universal flood, there is enough of the evidence for us to know that the universal
flood spoken of in the scriptures is upheld by the geological/historical evidence.

An interesting encounter that we have in the scriptures is the incident when Balak requested
Balaam to curse Israel for him. Numbers 22-24 tell us of this event. Most of us are probably
familiar with this story. It is the one where the donkey speaks to its master. The question is do we
have any evidence that there ever truly was an “Balaam, son of Beor.” The answer is yes we do.

In 1967 an ancient text found out Deir Alla, Jordan talks about the activities of a prophet named
Balaam. Three times in this text he is referred to as “Balaam son of Beor” just as he is in the holy
scriptures. This text is a great burden to those that would simply dismiss the account of Numbers
22-23. We can be assured that since archaeology shows us once again that the Bible is indeed
historically correct, that knowing Balaam was indeed a historical character that went to curse the
Israelites, we can also be sure that the Bible is correct when it tells us that his donkey spoke to
him!

Space or time does not permit us to go through every bit of historical evidence that is available
that show that the Bible is indeed historically correct, therefore inspired just as it claims (2
Timothy 3:16-17). I recommend that the reader get hold of Wayne Jackson’s book Biblical Studies
in the Light of Archeology. In this book he cites a passage from Time, December 30, 1974:

In 100 licensed sites in Israel, archaeological digging continues to turn up new
evidence that the Bible is often surprisingly accurate in historical particulars, more
so than earlier generations of scholars ever suspected. By establishing physical
setting of scriptural accounts and certain details of corroboration (finding horned
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alters like those mentioned in 1 Kings 1:5, for example) recent archaeology has
enhanced the credibility of the Bible. (Jackson 1)

Brother Jackson then comments;

Such a statement is really but a nodding tribute to the vast number of discoveries
that have been made of the past two and one half centuries—discoveries that
continue to reaffirm our confidence in the divine origin of the Holy Book. (Ibid)
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What Is Truth?
Jack H. Williams

In John 18 we have the record of the betrayal and arrest of Jesus in the garden (1-11); the
mockery of the trial before the Jewish authorities (12-27) and finally before Pilate (28-40). The
Jews desired Jesus to be put to death but under Roman law they did not possess the power to
put a man to death (31), thus they brought Jesus before Pilate, the Roman governor, that he
might put him to death. As Jesus stood before Pilate he was thwarted at his attempts to find some
fault in Jesus. As Pilate confronted Jesus, Jesus spoke to him and said He had come to “bear
witness unto the truth” and that “every one that is of the truth heareth my voice” (37). Pilate
responded with a simple question – “What is truth?” (38). While Pilate’s question was probably
in mockery (he didn’t even wait for an answer), it is a question that must be answered. It is at the
heart of all communication. It stands as the foundation of every dispute man may have. Without
truth there is no basis for communication or reconciliation among mankind (or between man and
God!). 

MAN’S IDEAS OF TRUTH

If you seek the answer to our question among the teachings of man you find several answers
given.

Agnosticism is one of the philosophies men say is the answer. Agnosticism is the belief that man
cannot know anything at all, thus truth would at best be an unattainable goal! While it is sadly a
common teaching, even among some in the church, it is a doctrine which is fatally flawed. 
• The idea itself is a direct denial of a statement of our Lord. It was Jesus who proclaimed,

“ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). The idea that truth
is unattainable and unknowable is thus to call Jesus a liar – surely none would condone
any philosophy that would do such! 

• Also agnosticism would make spiritual freedom (the universal need of mankind - Romans
3:23; Romans 6:23) an eternally unattainable goal since this freedom comes by knowing
the truth (John 8:32)!

• Agnosticism is also a “self defeating” proposition. When confronted with the supposition
of agnosticism one need only ask the one who espouses it – “Do you know that
agnosticism is true?”
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Agnosticism, though commonly taught, cannot be a possible answer for any thinking person –
religious or not.

Pragmatism is another popular concept of truth that man has conceived. Pragmatism is simply
“the end justifies the means” philosophy. Such a concept would condone lying if the result was
that “it worked” but God has clearly condemned lying (Revelation 21:8) and even identifies Satan
as a “liar and the father of it.” Clearly pragmatism cannot be a proper definition of truth for any
with a concept of ethical behaviour.

Personal acceptance is another common idea of truth. Many believe truth to be that which they
personally accept as true. Of course this creates a great problem – what you accept as truth may
not be what I accept as true. The result would be that there may be many “truths” that contradict
one another! God clearly condemned such a definition also when he said “There is a way that
seemeth right unto man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25). The
apostle Paul is an excellent example of such. He clearly believed what he was doing all his life
was true (Acts 23:1), but he was clearly following a false way (Acts 9:5). Personal acceptance
likewise fails as a workable definition of truth.

The correspondence theory of truth is a concept worthy of examination. This theory or definition
of truth is simply that truth corresponds to reality. I can say that a ball is blue, I can believe it
personally, it can “work” as far as meeting my goals – but unless the ball is in reality blue the
statement is false. But if the ball is blue the statement is true – it corresponds to reality.
 
It is clear from the above that the only concept worthy of consideration is that of the
correspondence theory – truth is that which corresponds to reality. But there is a problem even
here. When we ask “What is truth” in the religious realm we are seeking not only a
correspondence to reality but a “rightness” of the matter – man obviously fails to consider both
aspects in a definition of truth. For example it may be true that one man steals from another, but
it is not right. We must look elsewhere to find the definition of truth to will be complete from a
religious standpoint. We must look to the Word of God, the ultimate and only standard of right
and wrong. God has much to say about truth (the word “truth” is used 235 times), so we will have
to limit our answer somewhat.

TRUTH IS GOD’S COMPLETE INSPIRED WORD

Some have the mistaken idea that truth as regards God and His word is a never-ending process,
that God reveals His truth bit by bit in our day and time. Such is completely contrary to the Bible
affirmation.

 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth... (John 16:13)

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth (John 17:17)

If we are to abide by the principles God has stated, then truth in religion is God’s Word and that
truth has been completely revealed to mankind in the written word. In fact the Bible is plain on the
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condemnation of any who would add unto this word (Galatians 1:6-9). If, as some would suppose,
God is constantly revealing His truth to mankind through revelation, dreams and such,  how could
anyone fulfill such commands as the ones to ...
• contend for the faith (Jude 3)? Who would know from day to day what the faith is?
• search the Scriptures as to what is being taught is so (Acts 17:11)? If the truth is still being

revealed there would be no basis for a search!
The only tenable position as regards truth and God’s Word is just what He has proclaimed – we
have, in the written Word, all truth. 

TRUTH IS ESSENTIAL TO LIFE AND LIVING

God obviously desires that all mankind live according to the narrow way that leads to life
(Matthew 7:13-14). But without the truth one could not accomplish such. Note what the truth
(God’s Word) is able to accomplish. With the truth one can...

1. Be Free 
... ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free (John 8:32) 
(cf. Romans 1:16; James 1:21)

2. Live right before God
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth (John 17:17)

3. Resist evil
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you
(James 4:7)

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil
... He answered and said, “It is written...” (Matthew 4:1-11) (cf. Eph. 6:10-13)

3. Grow
But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head,
even Christ (Ephesians 4:14)

As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby
(1 Peter 2:2)

4. Worship properly 
The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father
in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit:
and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24) (cf.
Matthew 15:9)

God has a great and precious plan that He desires man to follow. That way leads ultimately to
eternal life with Him. But the only way to find and follow that way is through the truth – His Word!
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TRUTH CAN BE PERVERTED

One of the greatest dangers one can face is that of complacency. Paul stated that those who felt
they could not fall were in fact in danger of doing so (1 Corinthians 10:12). We can apply that
same principle to the truth. If we fall into a complacent attitude and think the truth can endure
without contending for it we are in great danger! Jude desired to write about the “common
salvation” but was compelled to write that the Christians “earnestly contend for the faith” because
of the false teachers who would pervert the truth (Jude 3,4). The apostle Paul spoke of those
“who changed the truth of God into a lie” (Romans 1:25). We must be constantly on guard against
those who, for whatever reason, would pervert the truth. They may to it sincerely (as did the
apostle Paul - Acts 23:1), to gain a following (Acts 20:28-31), because they have been
“bewitched” by false teachers themselves (Galatians 5:7), to make the way of God seem easier
– without restrictions (Jude 3-4) or even because they simply do not love the truth (2
Thessalonians  2:10-11). Whatever the motivation behind it the result is the same – the precious
Word of God that provides for all mankind’s  needs pertaining to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3)
is perverted!

It is beyond this writer’s comprehension how any who profess to be children of God can stand idly
by and watch God’s power unto salvation (Romans 1:16) be perverted! As the church we are to
be the “pillar and ground of the truth” (1Timothy 3:15). If we do not stand fast and strive for the
faith of the gospel (Philippians 1:27) ... who will?! Truth is too dear to stand by as it is attacked -
whether it be from the pulpits, in the media, in translations, in personal conversation – we must
realize the preciousness of the truth God has given us and refuse to let it pass when it is
mistreated!

CONCLUSION

“What is truth?” Clearly truth must correspond to reality. God has given us in His holy Word that
truth – all truth which will provide for all the needs of mankind. Our response to this truth will
determine our eternal destiny. Those in the body of Christ, the church, have a responsibility
toward it since God has entrusted it to US (1 Timothy 3:15).

What is our responsibility? Since the Truth is...
# God’s Inspired Word – We must love and revere it! (Psalm 119:97)

# Knowable – We must study it (2 Timothy 2:15; Acts 17:11)

# Essential to life and living – We must obey it (Matthew 7:21)

# Able to be perverted – We must defend it (Jude 3)

Seeing what God says about truth, let us follow the admonition by king Solomon: “Buy the truth
and sell it not” (Proverbs 23:23).
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What If There Is No God?
Jay Yeager

My heartfelt thanks to the godly elders, deacons, preacher and members of the 39th Street
congregation for the invitation to be a part of this excellent program. Further, I appreciate the
labor of Jack Williams and those involved with him for placing the material of this lectureship
on the Internet. Precious souls worldwide will have the opportunity to study Christian evidences
because of their tremendous efforts.

Friends, from the Christian standpoint, we live every facet of our lives in light of the fact that
God does exist (Psalms 90:2), and He created all that there is (Isaiah 45:12) with a specific
purpose (Isaiah 45:18). The creation stands as a witness (Acts 14:17), that all men might know
that there is a creator (Romans 1:19-20).

Man is unique among all other of God’s creation, inasmuch as God made man in His own
image (Genesis 1:26-27). What does that mean? Simply this, every person is given a soul at
the conception of life (Jeremiah 1:5; Zechariah 12:1), and one day those souls will return unto
God who gave them (Ecclesiastes 12:7).

Moreover, we recognize the reality and the consequences of sin (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:1-2;
Ephesians 2:1). But God (because of who He is) has never found pleasure, not even in the
death of the wicked (Ezekiel 33:11). Therefore, He sent His Son into the world that through him
(and Him alone) we could be reconciled unto God (Ephesians 2:12-16; 2 Corinthians 5:20-21).

Now having said that, this lesson is designed to address the alternative. Namely, what if there
is no God and all that exists is not by design or purpose, but by circumstance and chance.
Beloved, I trust just on the surface alone every thinking person recognizes that circumstance
does not produce order, nor does design exist without a designer (Hebrews 3:4). 

Yet, for this lesson we are going to pursue the idea that somehow circumstance and chance
brought about the creation of all things. In order to bring out the thoughts that I have in mind,
the following will serve as an outline for this study.

I. ODDS THAT DEFY LOGIC
II. FREAK ACCIDENTS
III. MAN IS PURELY PHYSICAL
IV. WHO CAN BELIEVE
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I. ODDS THAT DEFY LOGIC

1. Non-life produced life. One of the most serious questions facing humanity is,
“Where did life come from?” In response we often hear “Oh, that’s the old
chicken and the egg question”. One can laugh off the questions, but if there is
no God (allow me to use their analogy) what did come first, the chicken or the
egg? If you say a chicken, then you have chicken that never hatched from an
egg. If you say an egg, you have an egg never laid by a chicken.

Friends, if we have evolved, we have evolved far enough to know this:
Zero+Zero=Zero regardless of how long the column. Yet, if there is no God, one
is forced to conclude that from nothing came something. In an effort to explain
the unexplainable, many have adopted the theory of spontaneous generation.
What is spontaneous generation? Grolier 1997 Multimedia encyclopedia version
9.0 offers the following part:

..Although it is now known that all present life on earth is the result of the
reproduction of preexisting life, many scientists accept a modified theory
of spontaneous generation to explain the origin of life itself. The theory
holds that billions of years ago life originated in the oceans as the result
of spontaneous aggregations of dissolved organic molecules, which in
turn arose from inorganic chemical reactions energized by ultraviolet light,
electrical discharges, and heat.

Of course, how could I have missed something so obvious????? What proof do
they offer? None! Never happened before! Has not happened since! This was
a one-time event! Beloved, the theory is based upon a bias; namely, we do not
believe in God, and since we do not believe in God this must be true. Hear it
please, spontaneous generation defies logic!

2. Energy and matter are eternal. Atheists do all but laugh out loud when believers
maintain that God is eternal. Somehow the idea of an eternal God without
beginning and without end is irrational to them. Is that irrational? Let’s see.

Ask an atheist where does energy and matter come from? Answer, “Energy and
matter have always been”. Are we to assume that Psalms 90:2 should read,
“From everlasting to everlasting, thou art energy and matter”? That energy and
matter have no date or origin, they are eternal. Is that rational? To suggest
otherwise implies that from nothing came energy and matter. Did energy and
matter create themselves? Beloved, energy and matter are the gods of the
atheist.

II. FREAK ACCIDENTS

1. The luck of the draw that we are who we are:
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A. Humans give birth instead of laying eggs. Could have been a peacock
(Job 39:13-17).

B. Humans are more intelligent than other animals, could have the brain of
a fly, instead of having dominion over all other living things (Genesis
1:28).

C. Those humans that need glasses are fortunate that the eyes are in front
with a nose between them.

D. That the ice age brought about the loss of a tail (is Mighty Joe Young
really our relative?). Perhaps we could touch roots with our ancestors by
going to Ape School. One of the stars of the new movie “Planet of the
Apes” said, (after attending Ape school) “There are lots of things in finding
your inner ape that can be quite useful to one’s real life”. Try as I might,
I cannot find a single useful thing in finding my “inner ape”? O’ well,
maybe I came from the Chimpanzee side!

E. Humans are the only beings that educate, imagine, hope, dream and
refine with the idea of advancing an entire race. Just a freak accident I
guess?

2. The universe is in perfect order.

A. The sun is at the precise location, so that we neither freeze nor fry
(Genesis 1:16).

B. The earth rotates to give us a day to work night to sleep (Luke 17:34-6).
C. No planet has veered off course and collided with another (Psalms 148:1-

6).
D. The stars can be used for navigation (Job 38:31-33).
E. The seasons remain constant (Genesis 8:22).

Perfect order and design without a creator? How freaky would that be?

III. MAN IS PURELY PHYSICAL.

If man is purely physical, without a soul, nothing more than an animal, then that would
raise some very serious questions!

1. Why are humans religious? A spiritual side of those void of any kind of sprit
seems a bit incredible. I have never seen an animal pray, worship, or live in hope
of heaven! Perhaps one might argue that the Bible makes people religious. While
I heartily agree that the Bible has transformed the lives of countless people, let’s
be candid. The argument that the Bible is the reason behind religion might carry
more weight if it were not for the fact that where the Bible is conspicuously
absent, people still worship something (sun, moon, stars, animals et.al.)

Beloved, contrary to popular opinion, the Bible does not exist to make people
religious. As already noted, people can and are religious without the Bible. What
the word of God does offer is the truth, so spiritually-minded people can be
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religiously right, well… if there is a spiritual side of a person that does not have
a sprit.

2. Does compassion from an animal make sense? The weak and the helpless
ought to be prey to those who are nothing more than flesh and blood! That
people would be caring and compassionate makes perfect sense if God exists,
for those are a part of His divine attributes (Luke 6:31-36; II Corinthians 1:3;
Jonah 4:1-2; Matthew 9:36-38).

However, if there is no God and man is purely physical, one would be
hard pressed to explain why complete strangers are willing to share their
time, ability and finances to aid the sick, the helpless and the destitute.
Animals do not shed tears over the less fortunate.

3. How could purely physical beings possess a moral conscience of right and
wrong?

A man walks into the police station and confesses to a crime he has committed,
saying, “I cannot live with the guilt anymore”. Friends, if there is no God and
humans are not made unique, why do we have a conscience within us that says
“that’s wrong?” And when we violate that conscience, we suffer both physically
and emotionally.

Further, in our court system today, if the guilty person does not display genuine
remorse for the hammer done to others, their punishment is more sever.
Why??? Guilt and remorse are not twin actions of purely physical beings. And
what’s more, we know it!

4. Why do creatures, void of a soul, preach and practice forgiveness? “Forgive me”
are two words that have united homes, mended friendships, healed broken
marriages. Somehow we have (from a God that does not exist?) gotten the idea
the asking and giving forgiveness is important (Luke 17:3-4; Matthew 6:14-15).
But when it comes right down to it, if we are mere fleshly beings, what does it
matter if we are committed to a marriage, loving toward our family, loyal to our
friends? If we are animals, why not act like it, and who cares what another
animal thinks! Do you want to know why? We know we are more than just an
animal, and many of us refuse to act like one!!

IV. WHO CAN BELIEVE

I have, in a brief and limited fashion, examined a few of the things that must naturally
follow if there is no God. Believing that honest minds would conclude that God does
exist, and because He exists, even our most complex questions can be answered.

1. Where did we come from? God formed man from the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils (God did put the nose between the eyes) the breath of
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life (Genesis 2:7). Even the questions, “What came first, the woman or the baby”
offers no dilemma. God knew that it was not good for man to be alone, and when
no suitable help meet was found, God created one more time. “And the Lord
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and He took one of
his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the Lord God
had taken from man, made He a woman, and brought her unto man.” (Genesis
2:21-22). God created woman for man (1 Corinthians 11:9).

2. How do you know the sun will rise and set today? Because God upholds it with
the power of His might (Psalms 33:6-9; 148:5-6). The universe will remain in
perfect order until God says “enough”, time will be no more (2 Peter 3:7-13).

3. Humans are inclined toward religion because there is a spirit (soul) within us that
loves (Matthew 22:37), thinks (Proverbs 23:7), reasons (Mark 2:8), believes
(Romans 10:10) and desires to worship the God who made us (Matthew 4:10).

4. Can a person become so hardened that their conscience is past feeling?
Certainly (1 Timothy 4:1-2). Just as there are others who violate their conscience
and are filled with such deep regret that they sadly take their own lives (Matthew
27:3-5). Still others who live in good conscience (Acts 23:1). But surely none
would argue that a moral conscience does not exist, for most certainly it does.

If there is no God, then we are nothing more than a flesh and blood animal and I for one
will never accept that as being true!
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The “Missing Links” Of Evolution
Richard Massey

INTRODUCTION

The greatest hoax of our life lifetime is the theory of evolution. Nothing can exceed the scope and
size of this scheme to dupe the public into accepting what cannot be proven (i.e. life began from
nonliving matter and slowly developed into thousands of insects, fish, fowls, animals and humans
that live on the earth today). Evolution has been popularized by a propaganda campaign second
to none. A steady stream of unfounded assumptions flow from the mouths of evolutionists via
universities, television, news media, Hollywood, science books and in schoolrooms around the
world. Young, impressionable minds are constantly fed this information from grammar school all
the way through college. Basically, these evolutionists are atheists, and because of their rejection
of God they resort to this conjectured theory. And because they have bought into the theory, they
want to sell it to everyone else. 

They use every conceivable angle to promote evolution. A few years back some educators were
claiming that Americans were scholastically falling behind other industrialized nations because
evolution had not been stressed enough in our public school system. Question: how can the
theory of evolution possibly enhance a child’s advancement in the subjects of math, reading,
literature, history, or computer science? I personally think it strange that school children possess
a greater knowledge of extinct animals than they do about animals that still walk the earth. For
example, school children know much more about the size, diet, and environment of dinosaurs
than they know about the common chicken or cow. Ask a kid how fast a dinosaur can run and they
can tell you. However, they do not know the same information about the horse. They know what
dinosaurs ate, but they do not know what food keeps pigs alive or what helps egg production in
chickens. How can this lack of knowledge be helpful to society? 

The evolutionary scientists understand the financial windfall evolution can be to their
pocketbooks. It is a virtual gold mine. It is relatively a ripe field for sensational books, magazines,
movies, television and the lecture circuit. The more popular evolution becomes the more lucrative
are their opportunities. Scientists can take in millions of dollars by exciting the public with
sensational theories about dinosaurs and searching for the missing link. It creates many job
opportunities for them in museums and universities. It makes raising funds for expeditions to
search for more fossils easier. The media too has learned that television specials, magazine
articles and movies can make big bucks. It behooves them to keep evolution as glamorous and
as exciting as they can. The movie series Jurassic Park has now reached three full-length
productions. They have proven that powerfully, huge, vicious dinosaurs connected with an
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evolutionary theme can bring in multiplied millions of dollars at the box office. Keeping this hoax
alive is good for their pocketbooks. Public education has, for decades, been in full support of
espousing evolutionary assumptions. 

GLARING GAPS

During World War II America tried to keep their work on the atomic bomb a total secret. They
endeavored to stop all leaks of information about this project top secret. Understandably they did
not want their own super weapon to be used against them.  Darwinists are also trying to keep
some things a secret about evolution, therefore they rarely speak of them. There are major flaws
in their theory. They prefer not to reveal them. There are gaps in their theory that demolish the
idea of evolution. These enormous gaps could also be seen as impassable chasms. It is
impossible to get from one point in their theory to another. Getting from one-celled creatures to
enormous dinosaurs is one huge gap. Can they bridge the gap? Or does it present a situation
where egg can be seen on the face of some pretty learned men? 

THE GAP OF SPONTANEOUS GENERATION

Evolution is based upon a theory that at some point in time, billions of years ago, no life existed
upon the earth, not even one trace of life could be found. But, somehow, a miracle occurred when
just the right mixture of gases and acids mingled themselves together and microscopic organisms
begin to develop. It was impossible, but it happened just the same. In a swamp somewhere on
earth, it is conjectured that non-living matter gave birth to that which was alive. It sounds very
romantic and has captured the interest of thousands, however there is just one major flaw in the
whole scenario. The fundamental laws of science contradict this basic evolutionary premise. The
fundamental law of biology is the Law of Biogenesis. This scientific law upholds that all life must
come from preceding life, and that of its kind. Science teaches that life does not come from
nonliving matter. Dr. Lazzaro Spallanzani and Louis Pasteur proved in the middle of the
eighteenth century that the concept of “spontaneous generation” was indeed false. Dr. Pasteur
in his “victory speech” to the French Academy of Science stated, “The theory of spontaneous
generation will never recover from the mortal blow dealt it by this simple experiment.” The
experiment of which he spoke proved the formerly held theory of spontaneous generation false.

Scientists that promote evolution cannot get their theory to harmonize with this known law of
science. They have a dilemma; their theory contradicts science. Notice the following statement
by Dr. George Wald of Harvard:

The reasonable view was to believe in spontaneous generation; the only
alternative, to believe in a single, primary act of creation. There is no third
alternative. For this reason, many scientists a century ago chose to regard the
belief in spontaneous generation as a philosophical necessity. (Wald 45)

Again, from Dr. Wald,
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Most modern biologists, having reviewed with satisfaction the downfall of the
spontaneous generation hypothesis, yet unwilling to accept the alternative belief in
special creation, are left with nothing…To make an organism demands the right
substances in the right proportions and in the right arrangement. We do not think
anything more is needed—but that is problem enough. One has simply to
contemplate the magnitude of this task to concede that the spontaneous generation
of a living organism is impossible. Yet here we are—as a result, I believe, of
spontaneous generation. (Ibid)

Can you believe the irrationality of that statement? Evolutionists try to bridge this enormous gap
by just ignoring the distance across it. It is like trying to cross the Atlantic Ocean in one
impossible giant step. You cannot get living organisms from spontaneous generation. Nonliving
matter cannot produce anything, due to the fact that it is not alive. This is a proven and accepted
scientific law, and yet they completely ignore it. 

What is the probability of spontaneous generation happening just once in history. Consider the
basic law of probability formulated by Dr. Emile Borel,

This law states that the occurrence of any event where the chances are beyond one
in one followed by 50 zeros is an event which we can state with certainty will never
happen, no matter how much time is allotted and no matter how many conceivable
opportunities could exist for the event to take place. (27)

Dr. Carl Sagan of Cornel University calculated the probability of life evolving on one planet to be
one chance in one followed by TWO BILLION ZEROS! In other words, the odds of spontaneous
generation occurring even one time are literally impossible. Life could not have simply occurred
by accident.

THE GAP OF MISSING LINKS IN ANIMALS

Evolutionists propose that over the course of billions of years all life evolved from single cell
organisms. They tell us that the whales, elephants, giraffes, hippopotamus, dinosaurs, mammoth
elephants, rhinoceros and walrus were at one point little small creatures. They want us to believe
their theory that small animals slowly mutated and change many, many times over billions of
years. Their theory is that these mutated animals slowly increased in size until huge mammals
and reptiles roamed the earth and all sizes of sea creatures developed in the oceans. Just
thinking about that is an incredible, mind-boggling thought. There is one problem with which these
evolutionists must cope—no evidence. If their theory is true then there ought to be literally
millions of fossils that show thousands of transitional forms of all of these animals. There should
be thousands upon thousands of bones that became fossilized during those billions of years
which record the necks, legs and bodies of the giraffes slowly getting bigger and longer. There
should also be plenty of fossil evidence showing the development of dinosaurs, horses, cows,
alligators and all of the other animals known to man. However, there are none. Absolutely no
transitional fossils exists to prove their theory.
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This theory also calculates that reptiles gave rise to birds. That millions of years ago a baby
alligator (or similar dinosaur-type reptile) hatched from an egg with feathers growing on its rough
skin. Then slowly, over millions of years, the alligator with feathers developed a beak. If the fully
feathered bird evolved from the reptile family, then we politely ask, where is the evidence? Where
is the proof that will substantiate this assumption? The fact of the matter is, no proof at all exists.

There are millions upon millions of missing links throughout the animal kingdom. Missing links for
ostrich, tigers, brontosaur, seal, octopus, bat and all other creatures. No fossil proof has shown
transitional forms in any of the species. The fossil record does show the sudden appearance of
the dinosaur, the horse, the birds, as well as all of the other animals of the world. The lack of
transitional forms in the fossil record actually strengthens the creation account of the Bible. The
Bible explains that God created all things fully developed in six literal days (Genesis 1-2; Exodus
20:11).

Postulate all they might, they still have no hard evidence that any animal evolved from another.
They rely solely upon similarities. They conjecture that since a man looks similar to a monkey,
he must have evolved from one. That is the only proof that they can offer for evolution. That
proves nothing. Because football stadiums in America have similarities to the ancient coliseum
in Rome does not prove they evolved from one another. Because clouds can have the shape of
an elephant does not mean that elephants came from clouds. Anyone can see that. The
similarities in animals can also prove that the one and same being—God, created them all. 

THE GAPS OF MISSING LINKS IN HUMANS

Since Darwin published his book, The Origin Of Species, a frantic search has been made to find
the “missing link” between primates and man. Scientists have been searching endlessly for any
kind of evidence that would help bridge the gap and show their theory to be true. According to
Darwinists, man evolved from the apes and so any suspicious bone fragments or unidentifiable
teeth they find are usually hailed as the illusive missing link. Their supposed “missing links” so
far have either been simple cases of mistaken identity or a hoax.

Java Man was named from skull fragments of a gibbon found in 1891 by Dutch physician, Eugene
Dubois. Fifty feet away were found other bone fragments of a human. They put them together and
gave it the name of Java Man. A decade before he died, Dubois admitted that Java man appeared
to be nothing more than a large gibbon. Piltdown  Man. Bone fragments found in 1912 were
thought to be that of a cave man. Scientists were fooled by alterations someone had done to the
bones to make them appear older. After testing in 1953 it was admitted that the skull was human
to which someone had attached the jaw of an orangutan. Peking Man. Dr. Davidson Black
discovered some teeth and bone fragments in a cave. Though he classified it as a possible
“missing link” his bone fragments and 147 teeth he found have all disappeared. Therefore, they
are no longer available for examination. However, in the same cave there were also found many
more human skulls which presents a dating problem for Peking man being the ancient “the
missing link.” Other scientists have claimed to have found the link between primate and humans,



The “Missing Links” Of Evolution Richard Massey

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 5

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is
not be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

but not one of them has been able to pass the test of approval under scientific scrutiny. Dr. Lyall
Watson, an evolutionist, stated that the fossil record does not support evolution:

Modern apes, for instance, seem to have sprung out of nowhere. They have no
yesterday, no fossil record. And the tru origin of modern humans—of upright,
naked, tool-making, big-brained beings,– is, if we are to be honest with ourselves,
an equally mysterious matter. (Moore)

At least a few honest ones of their number will speak frankly about the lack of evidence. Quite
frankly, we need more admissions of this type in books that the public school use.

CONCLUSION

Evolution contends that life first came from nothing. Then it claims simple celled animals gave rise
to higher life forms. Finally it postulates that man evolved from the ape. This theory can never
have any legitimacy until it has some evidence to back it up.  It presents no proof to substantiate
these major premises. As a matter of fact, the evidence happens to point convincingly toward the
fact of creation and not evolution. We would hope that each reader would simply examine the
evidence and reach the logical and reasonable conclusion regarding evolution.

Works Cited

Borel, Emile (1962). “Probabilities and Life”. Dover: New York

Moore, David T (1995). Five Lies Of The Century: How Many Do You Believe?. Wheaton, IL:
Tyndale

Sagan, Carl ed (nd). “Communications With Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence. MIT Press.

Wald, George (1954). “The Origin of Life,” Scientific American



Are There Other Inspired Books? Ted Thrasher

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 1

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is not
be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

Ted and his wife Julia have 2 children, Trent and Leah. Ted is a graduate of the McCloud School of Preaching
and has labored with churches in Oklahoma and Missouri. He currently preaches at the church in Olathe, Kansas.
He is a fellow laborer with the work in the Mid-West School of Biblical Studies, International Bible Studies and
the Mid-West Lectures. He is an instructor in the Online Academy of Biblical Studies. Ted is a frequent speaker
on several lectureships each year.

Are There Other Inspired Books?
Ted Thrasher

INTRODUCTION

In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, the apostle Paul wrote, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God.” The
American Standard Version translates this phrase, “Every Scripture inspired of God.” Both
emphasize that the Scriptures did not come from man or from the minds of men, but came forth
from the mouth of God. The Greek word theopneustos translated by the phrase, “given by
inspiration of God” literally means “God-breathed” or “God-inspired.” It indicates the concept that
God breathed out of His mouth the Scriptures and thus it emphasizes that God is the source or
origin of the Scriptures. The fact that the Scriptures came forth from the mouth of God also shows
that inspiration is verbal. God did not just give the inspired writers the thoughts He wished to
reveal and leave them to choose their own words. He gave them the very words to write (1
Corinthians 2:13).

The word “All” in the King James Version and “Every” in the American Standard Version both point
to the extent of inspiration: it is full or complete. Every word of the Scriptures or all of the
Scriptures are inspired of God. There is not one word that is superfluous or insignificant. All must
be included and none excluded, lest one suffer from the punishment of God for adding to or taking
away from His Word (Revelation 22:18-19).

In Jude 3, we find the significant truth that the Scriptures would not be continuously revealed.
Jude wrote, that we should, “...earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints.” The phrase “the faith” contemplated here is not the subjective faith in the heart of the
Christian, but the objective faith or the Gospel system of salvation revealed in the New
Testament. It is used here in the same way that Paul used it in Galatians 1:23 where he referred
to himself as preaching “...the faith which once he destroyed.” Thus, it is used to refer to God's
revelation of His plan of salvation in the New Testament. Jude teaches here that it “was once
delivered” (past tense in English, aorist tense in Greek) “unto the saints.” The phrase “once
delivered” shows that the New Testament, the faith, was once and for all time delivered to the
saints at the time Jude penned this epistle.

This shows that God's revelation to man would not be continuous or on going through out the
ages until the end of time. There would come a time, and Jude indicates it had come, when there
would be no more inspired revelation from God. The faith was once delivered and that closed
God's revelation to mankind. If that is the case, and if it is the case that all Scripture is inspired
of God, then it must follow that God's revelation to man, the inspired Scriptures, are limited to a
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certain, finite, identifiable number of words, to which one cannot add or take away without
suffering the vengeance of God (Revelation 22:18-19).

Knowing these truths should impress upon us the great importance of understanding exactly what
is included and excluded from the inspired Word of God. Many people accept without
investigation that there are sixty-six books in the Bible: thirty-nine books in the Old Testament and
twenty-seven books in the New Testament and that these constitute all of God's inspired Word.
However, there are several religious groups which teach that there are other books in addition
to the sixty-six books of the Bible which should be considered with equal authority to the Bible,
since they claim they are also inspired of God. So how can we know for certain which books are
inspired of God and which books are merely the works of man?

This brings us to the consideration of our assigned topic for this lesson: “Are There Other Inspired
Books?” By this we mean, are there other inspired books in addition to the Bible? The
consideration of this question leads to the topic of the canon of the Bible and which books should
be included and excluded as God's inspired Word. This is not a matter which can be taken lightly,
since the salvation of our souls and others depends upon the right answer.

In this study, we shall examine this question from a three-fold perspective: (1) The definition of
terms, so we can understand what we are talking about; (2) Some books which claim to be
inspired in addition to the Bible; and (3) The canon of the Bible, or why we believe the sixty-six
books of the Bible constitute all of God's inspired and revealed Word to mankind today.

I. DEFINITION OF TERMS

There are at least three words which we need to define in order to be able to effectively deal with
this subject. They are: (1) Canon; (2) Apocrypha; and (3) Pseudepigrapha. These are words
which are not commonly used and they may sound somewhat complex, but in fact their definitions
are easy to understand in this connection.

A. Canon — The word canon comes from a root word meaning reed. In English it is
derived from the word, cane; in Hebrew from the word ganeh; and in Greek from
kanon. The significance of it is that the reed or cane was used as a measuring rod
and thus it came to refer to a “standard” by which things could be measured.

A third century church father, Origen, used the word “canon to denote what we call
the ‘rule of faith,’ the standard by which we are to measure and evaluate.” In later
usage, the word was used to refer to a “list” or “index” (Bruce 95). As the word
canon is used to refer to the Bible, it means “an officially accepted list of books”
(Earle 31). According to Unger, “Athanasias (c. A.D. 350) was the first person
known, with certainty, to apply the term to sacred Scripture. Thereafter the concept
became general, both in the Greek and Latin churches” (Unger 174).
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In simple terms, the canon of the Scriptures includes those books and only those
books which came from God or are inspired of God. Those which are of man's
origin are not included in the canon, while those inspired of God and only those
inspired of God are included in the canon.

It is important for us to understand that no matter what man or a group of men
decide what should or should not be included in their respective canon(s), God is
the One who determined the canon of the Scriptures. The canon of the Scriptures
was being formed during the apostolic period. The church or church fathers did not
determine which books are God's Word and which aren't. Instead the church
recognized or discovered which books were inspired of God and which books were
not inspired of God. It has been stated, “a book is not the Word of God because it
is accepted by the people of God. Rather, it was accepted by the people of God
because it is the Word of God. That is, God gives the book its divine authority, not
the people of God. They merely recognize the divine authority which God gives to
it” (Geisler/Nix 210).

There are several tests, which have been determined through the years for whether
a book should or should not be included in the canon of the Scriptures, but the most
important test it must pass is the proof that it is inspired of God. If we can determine
that those books found in the sixty-six books of the Bible are the only books
inspired of God, then we can affirm with certainty that all others are not to be
included in the canon of the Scripture, because they are not inspired of God.
Further, the fact that the inspiration of God which produced His revelation to man
was not to be continuous, but ended at a certain time in the first century, proves that
those books produced at later dates claiming to be inspired are not inspired of God.

B. Apocrypha — The word apocrypha comes from the transliterated Greek word
apokryphos, which comes from the root Greek word krypto. It is defined as, secret,
hidden or concealed. There are at least three ways that this word is used in
reference to religious writings:

1. It is sometimes used to refer to books and writings that are or have been
rarely seen. They, or the meaning of these books, are hidden, rare, or kept
secret from most people. This seems to be how the word was used among
some of the early church fathers (2nd-5th cent.) as they used it to refer to the
apocalyptic books which had signs, symbols, numbers and highly figurative
language in them. They viewed the interpretation of them as being hidden
from most people or secret.

2. The word was also used to describe books and writings which were not
accepted in the canon of Scripture by many in the religious world because
of their doubtful authorship or they were clearly not inspired of God. They
were deemed hidden because of their lack of use as God's Word. Thus, they
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were banned as being authentic or authoritative by many notable church
fathers.

3. The word apocrypha is also used by the Roman Catholic church to refer to
a group of fourteen books which they include in the canon of Scripture.
These books were written by men during what is often called the period
“between the Testaments” or the “four hundred silent years” from Malachi to
Matthew. They are called the deuterocanonical books by the Catholic
church. These are generally classified as the “Old Testament Apocrypha”
since there is another group classified as the “New Testament Apocrypha”
which were written during the first century and deal with similar themes as
the Gospel accounts.

C. Pseudepigrapha — This word comes from a compound Greek word made up of
pseudo meaning false and epigrapha meaning writings or inscribed. Thus, they are
false writings or falsely inscribed writings. The reason these are set apart from the
apocryphal writings is because these were works which were produced by men and
then falsely signed or attributed to other Biblical characters and Biblical times than
which they were written. Thus, they are false, spurious books which have never
been accepted as canonical by anyone, even the Roman Catholic church. Because
of the strong opposition of Protestant religious groups against the Roman Catholic
acceptance of the apocrypha into the canon, the two terms became synonymous,
meaning that they were uncanonical works. However, the main difference has to do
with the honesty of those who wrote them. Some call them the “lost books” of the
Bible, but there is really no such thing.

II. SOME BOOKS WHICH CLAIM INSPIRATION

There are a number of religious groups which believe they have other inspired books in addition
to the Bible and they claim these other books are just as authoritative, if not more so, than the
sixty-six books of the Bible. Their concept of the canon or their list of so-called authoritative and
inspired Scriptures is much different than the Bible only. We wish to examine some of these and
show they are not inspired of God and should not be accepted as canonical.

A. The Talmud — Some Jews believe that the canon includes only the books of the
Old Testament, while some Jews believe that it contains the books of the Old
Testament plus the Talmud. However, both groups reject the New Testament as
being in their canon.

The Talmud is an ancient “collection of rabbinical laws, law decisions and
comments on the laws of Moses” that preserves the oral tradition of the Jewish people

(White 589). There are several collections of the Talmud which were
published at various times and given names for the places where they were
composed. One version of the Talmud was written in Jerusalem from A.D.
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350-425 and is called the Jerusalem Talmud. Another more extensive copy
was compiled in Babylon about A.D. 500 and is called the Babylonian
Talmud. It should be clear from the dates and revisions that these are not
inspired of God, but are the comments and opinions of men.

One Jewish scholar called the books of the Talmud, “the books of the heretics” and
stated, “the books of Ben Sira and whatever books have been written since his time
are not canonical” (Pfeiffer 63). Most Jewish scholars do not consider the Talmud
as part of the canon and do not include it in their list of inspired books (Beckwith
370).

B. The Apocrypha — The Roman Catholic church added fourteen additional books
to their canon at the council of Trent in 1546 and they have been published in the
Catholic versions of the Bible. They are generally known as the Apocrypha or the
books written mostly during the inter-Testament period. A list of these apocryphal
books included in the Catholic Bible are: First Esdras (c. 150 B.C.); Second Esdras
(A.D. 100); Tobit (early 2nd century B.C.); Judith (middle 2nd century B.C.);
Additions to Esther (c. 100 B.C.); The Wisdom of Solomon (c. A.D. 40);
Ecclesiasticus or Wisdom of Sirach (c. 180 B.C.); Baruch (c. A.D. 100); Susanna
(1st century B.C.); Bel and the Dragon (1st century B.C.); The Song of the Three
Hebrew Children (c. 300 B.C.); The Prayer of Manasseh (2nd century B.C.); First
Maccabees (1st century B.C.) and Second Maccabees (1st century B.C.).

Most of these books deal with some interesting history of the Jewish people, but
even a brief study will show that they are not inspired and should not be included
in the canon of the Scriptures. They contain doctrinal, moral, geographical and
chronological errors which cannot be reconciled with the truth of the Bible.

1. Wisdom of Solomon 11:17 has the world created out of “formless matter.”

2. 2 Maccabees 1:13-16 and 2 Maccabees 9:19-29 contradict about the death
of Antiochus Epiphanes.

3. Wisdom of Solomon 8:19-20 teaches the pre-existence of the soul and a
body selected to match it.

4. 2 Maccabees 12:45 teaches to pray for the dead for the forgiveness of their
sins.

5. Tobit 3:9 teaches that giving of alms delivers from death and purges one
from sins.

6. 2 Mac. 14:41-43 suggests suicide is a noble way to die.
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7. Tobit 6:1-7 encourages the use of magical potions to drive away demons.

From some of these teachings, such as prayer for the dead and giving alms to
forgive sins, it can be seen why the Catholic church might want to include it in their
canon, but it is clear that it contradicts not only the Bible, but itself and should not
be accepted. None of the books of the Apocrypha were ever quoted as Scripture
by Jesus or the inspired writers of the New Testament. Further there was great
opposition to it by many of the early church fathers and even in the Catholic church
until the council of Trent in 1546 (Geisler/Nix 272-273).

C. Mormon Books — The Mormons have four additional books added to the King
James Version of the Bible which they accept in their canon: the book of Mormon,
the book of Abraham, the Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl of Great Price.
These are books which were written mostly by Joseph Smith and later by other
Mormon church leaders as doctrinal guide books. Mormons will use the Bible as a
way to introduce themselves and begin their study, but they believe that their other
books are of higher authority than the Bible and will openly criticize those who
accept only the Bible as the Word of God (2 Nephi 29:3-10).

Mormons believe that the Book of Mormon is inspired of God and a volume of holy
scripture comparable to the Bible. Joseph Smith claimed that the Book of Mormon
was the most correct of any book on earth, the keystone of our religion and a man
would get nearer to God by abiding by its precepts, than by any other book.
Mormon Article of Faith #8 states, “We believe the Bible to be the Word of God as
far as it is translated correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word
of God.” D&C 20:9 states their belief that the Book of Mormon contains the fullness
of the Gospel. However, the book of Mormon and the other Mormon books contain
doctrinal and grammatical errors and contradictions which prove they cannot be
inspired of God.

 1. The 1830 edition of the book of Mormon was riddled with grammatical errors,
such as, “Adam and Eve, which was our first parents.” These indicate that
the one who wrote it was poorly educated. This is a major problem for
Mormon church leaders such as Brigham H. Roberts who stated that the
plates from which Joseph Smith translated were received by the power of
God and “they have been translated by the power of God. The translation of
them is correct” (1:54-55). The Mormon church “cleaned up” Joseph Smith's
mistakes in later editions.

2. 1 Nephi 18:12 has the Nephites with a compass about 550 B.C., which
wasn't invented until c. A.D. 1100.

3. Alma 7:10 foretells Jesus as being born in Jerusalem, instead of Bethlehem.
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4. 2 Nephi 25:19 has Nephi using the phrase “Jesus Christ, the Son of God”
almost 600 B.C. But the name Jesus was given to Joseph and Mary much
later (Matthew 1:21; Luke 1:31).

5. Alma 27:27 mentions those who were “firm in the faith of Christ” and Alma
46:13-16 calls them “Christians” in the “church of Christ” almost 200 years
before Jesus built His church which contradicts the book of Mormon (Mosiah
18:17) and the Bible (Matthew 16:18; Acts 11:26).

6. 1 Nephi 11:18,21 calls Mary the “mother of God” in the 1830 edition, but
again it was revised by the Mormons to read, “the mother of the Son of God.”

These types of errors and absurdities could be multiplied many times over, but
these are enough to prove that the book of Mormon is not inspired of God and all
the other Mormon books which are based on the book of Mormon fall with it as
being mere books of man.

D. Christian Science — In Christian Science an additional book was added by Mary
Baker Eddy, the founder of the Christian Science religion, to their canon besides
the Bible. It is called Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures and was first
published in 1875 when she was fifty-four years old. She claimed that it was the
final revelation of God to mankind and asserted that her work was inspired of God.
The word “Key” in the title of her book is a reference to her being the woman of
Revelation 12 and her claim was that she was the key to unlocking the Bible, which
she considered to be a dark book. She believed the Bible had many mistakes and
that her writings provided the “key” spoken of in Revelation 3:7.

However, her writings do not “unlock” the Bible, but are contrary to the truth of God
found in the Bible in many places. They reflect the beliefs of a person who was
obsessed with physical healing through control of the mind, as she believed the
mind only could heal the body. Here are some of the incredible quotes one will find
in her writings:

1. “His disciples believed Jesus to be dead while he was hidden in the
sepulcher, whereas he was alive...” (S&H 44:28-29).

2. Of the creation of man of the dust of the ground, she wrote, “Is this addition
to His creation real or unreal? Is it the truth, or is it a lie concerning a man
and God? It must be a lie, for God presently curses the ground...” (S&H
524:13-27).

3. “...and recognize that Jesus Christ is not God, as Jesus himself declared, but
is the Son of God.” (S&H 361:11-13).
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Obviously her “key” won't fit the lock in unlocking the truth of the Bible and certainly
any work which is so full of error cannot be inspired of God, as she claimed.

E. The Qur’an — In Islam, or the Muslim religion, the Qur’an is believed to be the
inspired book of God and accepted on a higher level of authority than the Bible,
which is relegated to more or less a history book. In 610 A.D., while he slept,
Muhammad claimed that the angel Gabriel came to him in a vision and commanded
him to repeat a phrase, which was supposedly his “first” revelation. At the age of 40,
Muhammad assumed the title, “Apostle of God” and declared that he was
commissioned to preach the message: “There is no god but God, and Muhammad
is his Prophet.” About four years later he preached in Mecca about his visions and
the receiving of his revelations.

If the Qur’an contradicts itself, then Muhammad cannot be a prophet of God and the
Qur’an cannot be the Word of God. Let us examine some of the contradictions of
the Qur’an with itself. One contradiction is enough to prove that it is not the Word
of God!

1. Creation of man and animals — (21:30-33) says, “And we made every living
thing of water.” while (23:12-14) says, “We created man from a quintessence
of wet clay...”

2. Days of creation — (10:3) says 6 days, while (41:9-12) relates it in 8 days.

3.  The definition of a Day: (32:5) says, “..a Day, whereof the measure is a
thousand years..” while (70:4) says, “..a Day, whereof the span is fifty
thousand years.”

4. The direction of prayer: (2:115) says East or West or any direction, while
(2:144) says one must turn toward the “Inviolable Place of Worship” which
is defined as the Kabah in Mecca.

5. The first to turn to God. (6:14) says, “..I am ordered to be the first to
surrender (unto Him). And be not thou (O Muhammad) of the idolaters.”
while (7:143) says of Moses, “..I turn unto thee repentant, and I am the first
of (true) believers.”

Of course, these are not all of the contradictions, but they are enough to show that
the Qur’an cannot be the Word of God, according to Muslim standards or Biblical
standards.

There are many other books of Eastern religion, as well as the manuals, catechisms and creeds
of denominationalism which may not be considered to be inspired, but which will often be
accepted above the Word of God revealed in the Bible. We have merely touched on a few of the
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major books considered to be inspired of God to show that they do not meet the standard and
should not be considered as God's Word for man today.

III. THE CANON OF THE BIBLE

It should be clear why we do not accept these other books as inspired of God. But, why do we
accept the sixty-six books of the Bible as inspired of God? Have you ever wondered, why that
number? Why not more or less? There is ample evidence why we consider only the sixty-six
books of the Bible to be inspired of God.

A. Tests of Canonicity — There are essentially five tests which a document should
pass before it is considered as part of the canon of the Scriptures (Pledge 83-85):

1. Inspiration — Did the document come from God or did it come from man?
Edward J. Young stated a very important fact in this regard, “The criterion of
a book's canonicity, therefore, is its inspiration. If a book has been inspired
of God, it is canonical, whether accepted by men as such or not. It is God
and not man who determines whether a book is to belong to the canon.
Therefore, if a certain writing has indeed been the product of divine
inspiration, it belongs in the canon from the moment of its composition.”
(Young 38)

2. Written or endorsed by a spokesman of God — Any writing that was not
written by one of God's spokesman (one who obviously lived at the time
indicated and was confirmed as a messenger of God's will to man by
miracles, signs and wonders, Heb. 2:3-4) could not truly lay claim to being
inspired. Therefore, we would understand that the human writers who
penned the New Testament would have lived during the time period in which
they wrote and would have born the signs that they were speaking for God.

3. Proved to be genuine — This test has to do with the human writer. Is it
possible for us to find out who wrote it or, if not the writer, can we determine
that it contains the same matter that it did when it was first written? The
books of the N.T. all offer, in different degrees internal evidence of their
human writers. Many books clearly state the human writer in their salutation
or there is mention of such later in them.

4. An authentic book — Authenticity has to do with whether or not the book
contains facts which are verifiable. Of course, this does not mean that every
document which is authentic is inspired of God. Some of the apocryphal
accounts are factual, but they are not included in the canon of God's Word,
because they do not meet some of the other tests for canonicity, such as
inspiration and endorsement by spokesmen of God.
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5. The testimony of those who lived in or close to the time of writing —
This deals with those who would, perhaps, know best these other factors.
Obviously, someone who lived in the 1st or 2nd century and/or witnessed the
miracles of Jesus and the apostles (or knew those who did) and then read
the Gospel accounts or epistles, would be in a better position to testify of the
canonicity of a book, than someone who lived in the 18th, 19th or 20th
century and was steeped in European rationalism. However, one could not
accept this alone as a conclusive test.

B. Old Testament Canon — In Romans 15:4, the apostle Paul alludes to the Old
Testament Scriptures, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written
for our learning, that we  through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have
hope.” This shows that the Old Testament Scriptures were recognized and
identifiable by the New Testament saints.

In Luke 24:44 Jesus recognized that the Old Testament Scriptures were divided
into three areas: The law, the prophets and the psalms. He said, “...all things must
be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
psalms, concerning me.”

The Jews recognized these three divisions and called them: The Law (Torah), The
Prophets (Nebhiim), and The Writings (Kethubhim). The Jews divided the Old
Testament into twenty-two books. This differs from the thirty-nine books and the
way we divide them now as: Law (Pentateuch), History, Poetry and Prophecy.
Nevertheless, the difference is only in the fact that they counted the twelve minor
prophets as one book; Samuel, Kings and Chronicles as one book each; Ezra and
Nehemiah together and Judges and Ruth together. If we take this into account, we
end up with exactly the same number.

C. New Testament Canon — In John 14:16-17 and John 15:26-27, Jesus promised
the apostles that He would send the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, to them and they
would bear witness because they had been with Him from the beginning.

In John 16:13, Jesus told the apostles, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.”
Notice the phrase “all truth” — not some, not much, not even most truth, but they
would be guided by the Holy Spirit into ALL truth. It is clear from this that inspiration
would be limited to those of the first century who received this body of truth. This
rules out continuous revelation through out the ages or latter day revelations.

But, how could one tell which men were inspired of God? First, the promise of the
Holy Spirit was given and received only by the apostles (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:26-2:4).
Second, the Lord confirmed them as His messengers by miracles. Mark 16:20 says,
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“And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and
confirming the word with signs following. Amen.” In other words, they were
confirmed as the true messengers of God by the signs which they worked by the
power of God in the presence of others.

Hebrews 2:2-4 also ties together the Old Testament and New Testament canon
and shows that the miracles of the inspired writers confirmed that they were God's
spokesmen and their writings should be accepted as God's Word. “For if the word
spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received
a just recompence of reward; 3. How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto
us by them that heard him; 4. God also bearing them witness, both with signs and
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own
will?”

As we have already noted, 2 Tim. 3:16-17 implies that the Scriptures are inspired
of God and are limited to a number of identifiable books, through which we can be
“perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” Further we know from Jude 3 that
God's revelation in the New Testament “the faith” was complete and “was once
delivered unto the saints” (aorist tense, completed action) by the time Jude penned
this epistle during the first century.

There is more than adequate evidence that all twenty-seven books of the New
Testament are inspired of God and we have more historical evidence for their
authenticity than any other ancient book or manuscript. There are over 5,300
manuscript copies of either the complete New Testament text or various parts of it
in fragments and readings. There are over 19,000 versions of the New Testament
books in other languages and there are over 36,000 quotes of the New Testament
by the early church fathers. We have more textual evidence for the authenticity and
reliability of the Greek text and the various versions translated from it, than for any
other ancient document. Further, the dates are closer to the originals than most
ancient historical documents.

CONCLUSION

In this study we have considered and demonstrated some of the reasons why some other books
which are believed by some in the religious world to be inspired of God are not inspired of God
and therefore should be excluded from the canon of Scripture. We have also examined only a
small fraction of the internal and external evidence available which proves that the sixty-six books
of the Bible should be considered as the complete, inspired Word of God and therefore included
in the canon of Scripture. Based upon these two lines of reasoning, we must conclude that the
Bible only is the inspired Word of God and therefore God's complete, perfect and authoritative
revelation to mankind to lead us to salvation and equip us unto every good work.
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Let us do our best to study it, understand it, apply it, and teach it and preach it to others, so that
we may save ourselves and those who hear us (1 Tim. 4:16). “And now, brethren, I commend you
to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance
among all them which are sanctified” (Acts 20:32).
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Are There Books Missing From The Bible?
Perry B. Cotham

To begin our study let us note two statements of Scripture given by David, the sweet singer of
Israel, concerning the Word of God:

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all
generations (Psalm 100:5 [emp. mine, PBC]).

Thy word is true from the beginning: (or, The sum of thy word is truth, ASV) and
every one of thy righteous judgments endureth forever (Psalm 119:160 [emp. mine,
PBC]).

It has long been the belief and teaching of the church that God’s Truth endureth to all generations;
that He, in His providence, has preserved His Word from one generation to another, and will
continue to do this forever. The Word of God will remain, and will remain the same to all
generations. The sixty-six books of the original writings of the Scriptures are the products of men
who wrote as they were guided by the Holy Spirit (2 Samuel 23:2; 2 Peter 1:20-21). Thus, we have
today God’s scheme of redemption for man’s salvation given, confirmed, and recorded in the
Bible. God’s providence has delivered this sacred Record into our possession today.

THE OLD TESTAMENT

When Jesus was on earth, He confirmed that all of the writings of the thirty-nine books of the Old
Testament had the approval of God and were, therefore, authoritative. On one occasion He said,
“…and the scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35), confirming the fact that all the books
recognized as Scripture by the Jews were from God.

Later in his public ministry, after His resurrection and prior to his ascension back to the Father, He
made this statement regarding the books of the Old Testament as Scripture:

These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things
must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and
in the psalms, concerning me (Luke 24:44).
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Here He mentioned the three divisions into which the Hebrews divided the entire Old Testament:
“the law of Moses,” “the prophets,” and “the psalms.”

Some think the Jews made the following division of the books of the Old Testament:
1. The Law of Moses: These five books were Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and

Deuteronomy. Some scholars think that the Jews also included in this list: Joshua, Judges,
Ruth, I and II Samuel, I and II Kings, I and II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther.

2. The prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah,
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.

3. The psalms: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, The Song of Solomon and
Lamentations.

We usually make this fourfold division of the books of the Old Testament:

1. Law of Moses: Genesis to Deuteronomy
2. history: Joshua to Esther
3. poetry, or books of devotion: Job to The Song of Solomon; and 
4. prophecy, both major and minor books: Isaiah to Malachi. 

There are no books of the Old Testament, given by the inspiration of God, that are missing.

THE NEW TESTAMENT

The books of the New Testament have, also, their fourfold division:

1. Biography of Christ, or books of testimony to produce faith in Christ: Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John (John 20:30-31).

2. Book of conversions: The Acts of the Apostles. This book gives examples of how to
become a Christian, and the beginning and growth of the church for about thirty years.

3. Epistles to Christians: Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James,
1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 3 John and Jude. These books are given to teach Christians how
to live the life of a faithful child of God (cf. 2 Peter 1:4-11) in order to go to heaven.

4. Prophecy. Revelation. This book was given to point Christians to the eternal home of the
soul, heaven, and to urge them to remain faithful to the end of life’s journey in spite of all
trials and difficulties (cf. Revelation 2:10; 12:11; 17:14; 22:14).

We should learn to rightly divide the Word of Truth (2 Timothy 2:15).

ALL TRUTH GIVEN

Peter wrote that God “hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Peter
1:3 [emphasis added]). Paul stated: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God,” (literally “breathed
out by God”), and is able to furnish one completely “unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 [emp.
mine, PBC]). There is not any teaching that is omitted that is necessary for Christians today.
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So, in the Holy Bible, God has given to us all the Truth, and He has preserved this book, in spite
of all opposition to it, to this day. He will continue to do this. The New Testament was given by
inspiration of God as well as the Old Testament, but people today are not living under the law of
the Old Testament; they are living under the law of the New Testament, the Will of Christ (cf.
Galatians 6:2; Colossians 2:14; Jeremiah 31:31; Hebrews 1:1-2; 7:12; 8:6-9; 9:15; 10:9). The Bible
is the only inspired book in the world.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION

The question is sometimes asked, “Do we have all the books in our Bible today that have been
written by inspired men?” or “Have any of the books of God’s divine Word been lost?” This is a key
issue in this and every age of the church. David declared: “For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled
in heaven” (Psalm 119:89). God answers the question for us.

GOD’S WORD DIVINE

God determined what would be Scripture. If a writing is inspired, it is Scripture. Peter referred to
the writings of “our beloved brother Paul” and called them “scriptures” (2 Peter 3:15-16). If it is
Scripture, then it belongs with the other Scriptures. Paul once affirmed “that the things that I write
unto you are the commandments of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 14:37).

Man cannot make that which is not inspired an inspired writing. God called all writing given by
inspired men “Scripture,” and the early Christians recognized it as such. It was man’s duty to
recognize that which the Lord had already made divine and authoritative. So, in a sense, the
books became canonized the minute they were written. It was not necessary for some “Church
Council” centuries later to declare them inspired and authoritative. In fact, the Bible is in a class
all by itself. The Bible alone is the sole authority in the real of religion, and this Book is complete.

GOD’S WORD ETERNAL

About the year A. D. 64, the apostle Peter wrote to Christians concerning their new birth and said
these important things of God’s Word:

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man
as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: but
the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is
preached unto you (1 Peter 1:23-25 [emp. mine, PBC]).

Thus, the Word of God is ever living as is God Himself. It will endure forever. No one has ever
been able to completely destroy the Word of God from the face of this earth—or shall any person
ever. God’s Word—all of it—will endure forever. Men have tried to destroy the Bible in years past,
but they have always failed.

For example, the Roman Emperor Diocletian, in A. D. 303, issued an edict to destroy the Bible.
He thought he had accomplished his goal! But twenty-five years later Constantine, the new
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emperor, commissioned fifty copies of the Bible to be prepared at government expense. Voltaire,
the French infidel, in 1776, predicted that in one hundred years the Bible would be lost. But about
twenty-five years after his death, in 1778, the British and Foreign Bible Society was founded, and
this one Society alone has given to the world millions of copies of the entire Bible in several
hundred different languages. One hundred years later, Voltaire’s own printing press, on which his
infidelic literature had been printed, was used to print Bibles. The very house in which he had lived
was used as a storage room for the Word of God. The American Bible Society in New York City
has, for many years, been printing and distributing millions of copies of the Bible and portions of
God’s Word all over America. Jehovah has providentially preserved His Book in its entirety
throughout all the centuries. Jesus once said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). The Bible will live to the end of time. All attempts in the past
to destroy the Bible, or any part of the Holy Scriptures, have always failed. All attempts in the
future will likewise fail. Truly, the Word of God abides! It lives!

In giving to the world the New Testament, Jesus promised His apostles that after His leaving, He
would send to them the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, who would guide them into all Truth. Note His
language:

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the father will send in my name,
he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever
I have said unto you (John 14:26 [emp. mine, PBC]).

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:…(John
16:13 [emp. mine, PBC]).

So all Truth  has been given in the books of the New Testament. But, are any of the books that
were written missing from our Bibles? Or, do we have all of them?

WHAT ABOUT APOCRYPHAL BOOKS?

There are fourteen books that are included in the Old Testament found in the Roman Catholic
Bibles which are not included in our English Bible. These are referred to as “the apocryphal
books.” Dictionaries define the word “apocrypha” as meaning “of doubtful authorship or authority.”
So, they are not admitted to the Bible in the Authorized Version, being not canonical. These
apocryphal books which non-Catholics reject are Tobit, Judith, Sirach, parts of Esther, the
Wisdom, First, Second, and Third Books of the Maccabees (the Third Book of Maccabees,
however, is not included in the Vulgate), Baruch, the Hymn of the Three Hebrew Children,
Susanna and Bel the Dragon.

The contents of those books on careful examination show that they are not of equal authority with
those of the inerrant Authorized Version of the Holy Scriptures as accepted by non-Catholics. All
of these were never really acknowledged by the Jews or the early Christians to be canonical,
inspired, or authoritative. These books were never in the Hebrew canon of the Old Testament.
One thing worthy of note is that there are about 263 direct quotations from passages in the Old
Testament, yet there is not a single reference by Christ or any of His apostles to the apocryphal
writings as recorded in the New Testament.
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The Greek Church, in A. D. 363, at the Council of Laodicea, denied that the apocryphal books
were inspired, and prohibited their use in churches. Yet the Pope declared as late as April 1546,
that the Apocryphal Books are canonical and authoritative. Protestants never accepted that, and
the Hebrews never accepted them as canonical.

OTHER SPURIOUS BOOKS

Too, there were several spurious books which began to appear in the second century. These are
of unworthy stories of Christ and the apostles, and have never been regarded as divine, or
included in our Bible. Some things said in them are utterly absurd. We mention only three of these
books: The Gospel of Nicodemus, The Passing of Mary, and The Gospel of Joseph the Carpenter.

We could also mention the Koran, the book alleged to be the scriptures of the Mohammedans,
containing the professed revelations to Mohammed, of Arabia, by the angel Gabriel. The Koran
teaches much that is in contradiction to what God’s Book says. Reference can also be made to
the Book of Mormon of the religion of Mormonism, and of Joseph Smith, another proclaimed
prophet of God. We could also mention the writing of Ellen G. White, of the Seventh Day Adventist
church. All religious people should heed the three solemn warnings against any attempt to add
to or alter God’s inspired Book, as found in Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 30:6 and Revelation
22:18-19. We must reject all of these so-called additions to the Scriptures. Some may think that
perhaps there may yet be found some books or teachings which are not presently included in our
Bible, thereby denying the idea of the completeness of our Bible. This cannot be proved (cf.
Galatians 1:6-9). The Bible is the only Book to be supernaturally inspired, not one of many “sacred
writings.” This would also exclude the writings of Hinduism and Buddhism.

In March, 1947, some scrolls of ancient Scripture were found by a young Arab shepherd boy in
a cave near the Dead Sea, seven and one-half miles south of Jericho. These later became known
as “The Dead Sea Scrolls.” But after careful examination by scholars, it was determined that they
did not contain any teaching that was not already in our Bible. The jars containing several leather
scrolls of portions of Scripture were thought to have belonged to the religious sect of the Essenes
about the time of Christ. This has often been referred to as the greatest manuscript discovery of
modern times.

CONCLUSION

The conclusion from this study is that we today have the complete, true, inspired Word of God in
the sixty-six books of our Bible. The Bible is not incomplete, and there are no books missing from
the Bible. If there are lost books (revelation), then God did not do His job in preserving His Word.
We know better than this. By a simple study of the Scriptures, we know that we have what God
would have us to know. All other things belong to God (Deuteronomy 29:29).

Furthermore, we believe that Bibles in the languages of the people, when correctly translated from
the Hebrew and the Greek, should be made available to all people in every nation on earth. They
should be encouraged to read it with an honest and sincere heart to learn God’s Will for them. We
do not need the human decrees of Church Councils and the Traditions of men to supplement the
teachings of God’s divine Word in our Bibles. Neither do we accept any of the so-called “direct
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revelations” of the Holy Spirit to some man today who claims to be a prophet of God with a new
message. This would subvert the authority of the Holy Scriptures (cf. Matthew 7:15).

So, to answer the question, “Do we have now in our Bible today the complete cannon of the
Scriptures?” YES. “Do we have the whole Will of God?” YES! Although other books may have
been written, our conviction is that we do have all that God cared to give for our instruction (John
20:30-31; 21:25; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3). No man, or any group of men, can by a decree
make some writing “scripture,” which in its own nature is not Scripture. How can an apple tree be
declared to be an apple tree? By the fruit it bears (Matthew 7:15-17). Can a grapevine be declared
to be an apple tree by man and it be changed into an apple tree? Indeed not! So it is with the
books of the Bible, the canon of Scripture. All of these other books we have referred to, and many
others we could mention, were never intended to be included in the canon of sacred Scripture. So,
let them be considered as “lost books,” for they were never a part of divine Scripture in the first
place.

From this study, it should be our desire to hold in our hearts the Bible in a firmer and more lasting
position than it has ever been held. It is the only divinely given, verbally inspired, infallible, inerrant
and complete Message from God our Creator, Christ our Redeemer and the Holy Spirit who
inspired it. We should read the Bible and love its Truths.

Blessed Bible, how I love it!
How it doth my bosom cheer!

What has earth like this to covet?
Oh, what stores of wealth are here!

Man was lost and doomed to sorrow,
Not one ray of light or bliss

Could he from earth’s treasures borrow
Till his way was cheered by this.

Yes, sweet Bible, I will hide thee,
Hide thee richly in this heart,

Thou through all my life will guide me,
And in death we will not part!

Part in death? No, never, never!
Through death’s vale, I’ll lean on thee,

Then in world’s above forever
Sweeter still thy truths shall be.

                                         Anonymous

David declared: “O how I love thy law! It is my meditation all the day” (Psalm 119:97; cf. 19:7-11)
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Memphis School of Preaching. Eugene has been involved in evangelism in Jamaica since 1984 and is currently
a team leader in that work. Eugene labors with other area preachers in the International Bible Studies work and
the Mid-West School of Biblical Studies. He and his wife Luvenia have three children.

DO DATING METHODS DISPROVE
THE BIBLE TEACHING OF CREATION?

Eugene Jenkins

INTRODUCTION

The Bible says, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). Although
many believe this to be true, many others deny its claim; devising their own theories to depict the
beginning. It is very interesting that many of their unscriptural theories and explanations
concerning the creation or origin of the world are answered by this one verse.

It answers atheism , which holds that there is no God, by setting forth the existence
and work of God; it answers agnosticism, which asserts that we cannot know how
things began, by stating that God did the creating; it answers polytheism, which
holds that there were many gods, by setting forth God, not many gods, as the
Creator (Free 11, 12).

What about the age of the earth? Is it young or old? Does it even matter? “The evolutionist
asserts that the Earth is billions of years old. He has no choice, of course, because without eons
of time, evolution is impossible” (Thompson, Age [tract]). On the other hand, Bert Thompson
notes:

According to the data involved in the biblical genealogies, which extend from Jesus
to Adam (Luke 3:23ff), the Earth can be shown to be only few thousand years old-
not billions of years as evolutionists, and those sympathetic with them, allege (Age).

Once again the claims of man conflict with the Word of God! Anytime this happens, it matters on
which side we stand. Yet, even some who say they believe the Bible contradict themselves by
rejecting God’s Word when they declare that the earth is many thousands, or even millions, of
years old. Such people can unfortunately be described by the words of the English poet, William
Cowper.

Some drill and bore
The solid Earth, and from the strata there

Extract a register by which we learn
That He Who made it, and revealed its date

To Moses, was mistaken in its age (Thompson).
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As the debate over the creation of the world and its age have progressed, many efforts have been
made to destroy the Bible’s claim. Two of the most prominent efforts to this end have already
been discussed this week; the geological record and the fossil record. My subject, concerning
dating methods, is another effort of man to destroy the viability of God’s Word.

Archeologists and scientists are dependent on the use of dating methods to ascertain the
approximate age of an artifact or ruin he or she finds. The archeologist or scientist assumes that
the date they receive is generally correct” (Brown 2). The claim is that such scientific dating
methods disprove the Bible teaching of creation. Is this true? We will spend our time together this
afternoon in an effort to determine whether this claim is true or not.

DATING METHODS

Evolution, depending as it does on pure chance, requires an immense amount of
time to stumble upon anything remotely approaching the complexity we see in even
the simplest things. For over 100 years, geologists have attempted to devise
methods for determining the age of the earth that would be consistent with
evolutionary dogma (Menton 1).

According to Java, an internet archaeology dating exhibit, when archaeologist strove to arrange
sites and artifacts in the order in which they appeared they relied on a system of “relative dating”
to put things into context. In relative dating, a series of techniques are used that compares
artifacts to determine which is older. As the word “relative” indicates, these testing methods gave
only the estimated age of the items in question, and thus their accuracy was often in question
even by the scientist using them. Since dating techniques tend to be very important to
archaeologists, and the relative testing was not accurate enough, they searched for more reliable
methods of dating.

Willard Frank Libby (1908-1980), an American Chemist, began a revolution in dating and the start
of “absolute dating,” or as the proponents of an old earth claim, “the determination of an actual
age of an object” (Java, dating 1). 

In 1947, Libby and his students and the Institute for Nuclear Studies developed the
method of C14 dating using a highly sensitive Geiger counter. Carbon 14 is an
unstable radioactive isotope that decays at a measurable rate upon the death of an
organism. Libby was able to determine the age of organic artifacts by measuring the
amount of remaining C14 (Java, biography 1). 

Other so called “absolute dating” methods were devised as well. The people of Java claim, “There
are many ways in which the absolute date of something can be achieved” (absolutedat 1).

Time and space necessitate that our discussion, or even mention, of their methods be limited to
only a few in the absolute category.



Do Dating Methods Disprove The Bible Teaching Of Creation? Eugene Jenkins

Christian Evidences – 19th Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 3

©2001 – This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is
not be be sold. For information contact the 39th Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39th Street, Independence, MO 64055.

Radio-carbon or Carbon 14 Dating

This dating method is one of the most popular, and thus the one we will spend the most time with.
It, according to it’s adherents, obtains the age estimates on organic material, and has been used
to date samples as old as 50,000 years (Java, carbon 2). They say that radiocarbon
determinations can be:

Obtained on wood, charcoal; marine and fresh-water shell; bone and antler; peat
and organic-bearing sediments, carbonate deposits such as tufa, caliche, and marl;
and dissolved carbon dioxide and carbonates in ocean, lake and ground-water
sources (carbon 1).

They do admit that “each sample type has specific problems associated with its use for dating
purposes, including contamination and special environmental effects” (carbon 1). Yet, they did
not follow with an explanation as to how they overcome those “problems.”

The “Dating Exhibit” that Java put on the inter-net describes the process by which carbon is
received and then measured. They explain:

Radioactive carbon, produced when nitrogen 14 is bombarded by cosmic rays in
the atmosphere, drifts down to earth and is absorbed from the air by plants. Animals
eat the plants and take C14 into their bodies. Humans in turn take carbon 14 into
their bodies by eating both plants and animals. When a living organism dies, it
stops absorbing C14 and the C14 that is already in the object begins to
disintegrate. Scientists can use this fact to measure how much C14 has
disintegrated and how much is left in the object. Carbon 14 decays (Half-life) is
known: C14 has a half life of 5730 years. Basically this means that half of the
original amount of C14 in organic matter will have disintegrated 5730 years after the
organisms death; half of the remaining C14 will have disintegrated after another
5730 years and so forth. After about 50,000 years, the amount of C14 remaining will
be so small that the fossil can’t be dated reliably (Carbon 1).

They speak of this process in such “matter of fact” terms that one may casually accept their claims
as fact, and unfortunately many do. So we must ask, “Could they be wrong?”. After all, they
themselves have already admitted, as noted above, that there are some problems with their
procedures. After brief consideration of a couple of other dating methods, we will consider some
problems with this one.

Potassium-argon Dating

I mention this particular dating method because it is specifically noted as one that is used to
determine an old age, when the more common methods give a younger age; one not acceptable
to those who reject the Biblical account of creation and a young earth.
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The Potassium-Argon (K-Ar) dating method is the measurement of the accumulation
of argon in a mineral. In contrast to a dating method such as C14 dating which
measures the disappearance of a substance, K-Ar dating measure the
accumulation of argon in a substance from the decomposition of potassium
(Emuseum 1). 

Argon, being an inert gas, usually does not leech out of a mineral and is easy to measure in small
samples. The actual date is comprised of the time it has been formed from molten/heated
minerals. As a result, this method does not date the time a human bone has been found in the
ground, but rather, it helps in determining the age of the artifacts that are found with the human
bone (Emuseum).

Uranium-thorium Dating

I find this dating method particularly interesting because just the description of it shows why it is
necessary for those who claim that the earth is ancient, must have it so. Consider the description
of this test.

Uranium-Thorium dating is an absolute dating technique which uses the properties
of the radio-active half-life of Uranium-238 and Thorium-230. The half-life of
uranium-238 is 4,470,000,000 years, that is in that many years half of the original
amount is still uranium - the other half has lost protons to form a different element
which is more stable. The half-life of thorium-230 is only 75,380 years. When the
amounts of uranium and thorium are compared an accurate estimation of the age
of an object can be obtained (Emuseum 1).

To say that the half-life of Uranium-238 is almost 4 ½ billion years old, and then to assume that
the universe is that old or older, is to assume a mighty lot!

 DATING METHODS REFUTED

As we think of the dating methods and their claims, we must ask, “Are they true?”. In answer to
this question let us consider some erroneous assumptions encountered in these evolutionary
dating methods.

First, there are no scientific methods which can prove — in any absolute sense — the age of the
Earth. The scientific dating methods we have discussed, as well as all we did not have time to
discuss, are based on certain built-in assumptions. You see, no one was there when the “clock
of time began ticking.” Neither does anyone know that once the clock of time began running that
it ran at a uniform rate. Assumption on these and many other matters may, or may not, be correct.
Dating methods are only as accurate as the assumptions upon which they are based [emphasis
mine, e j]. Therefore, if they are incorrect assumptions, incorrect dates will result [emphasis mine,
e j] (Thompson, The Age...[tract]).
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Second,  regardless of their claims, scientists have not “proved” the Earth to be billions of years
old! For example, those who hold to the carbon 14 dating system have to “assume” that the
concentration of Carbon 14 has always been at the same level as it is today. So it is with all such
methods! As Bert Thompson notes,

 . . .evolutionists frequently fail to point out the major assumptions behind these
methods. For example, in order for these procedures to work, Evolutionists must
assume: (a) uniformitarianism is true (i.e., rates at which processes are now
being observed to occur remained constant through geological time; (b) the Earth’s
environment is a closed system (i.e., no outside forces could be allowed to alter
processes, or the rates at which they be allowed to alter processes, or the rates at
which they occur); (c) the initial conditions of the systems’ components are
known with certainty (i.e., it is known that the radioactive elements being
measured must be the result of decay over time, and could not have been present
at the rock’s formation) (tract).

These are assumptions that actually we know to be false! In reality “the so called ‘absolute’
methods of dating (radiometric methods) actually only measure the present ratios of radioactive
isotopes and their decay products in suitable specimens — not their age” (Menton 1).

Third, “there are many scientific methods which establish a relatively young age for the Earth.”
This being true, “Why are these methods not published in our children’s textbooks, even though
they are as reliable (and in many cases more so)” as other dating methods? Because such
methods show clearly that the Earth is young and that evolution is false (Thompson, The Age...
[tract]). “Of one thing you may be sure: whenever ‘absolute’ radiometric dates are in substantial
disagreement with evolutionary assumptions about the age of associate fossils, the fossils always
prevail” (Menton 2). They simply will not pay attention to the earlier dates that their so called
“absolute” dating methods show! They will accept the dates only when they concur with their
assumptions.

David N. Menton, in a study entitled, “The Dating Game,” made the following observations which
clearly show the bias upon which those who claim the Earth is very old rely:

For over 100 years, geologists have attempted to devise methods for determining
the age of the earth that would be consistent with evolutionary dogma. At the time
Darwin’s On the Origin of Species was published the earth was “scientifically”
determined to be 100 million years old. By 1932, it was found to be 1.6 billion years
old. In 1947, geologists firmly established that the earth was 3.4 billion years old.
Finally in 1976, they discovered that the earth is “really” 4.6 billion years old. These
dates indicate that for 100 years, the age of the earth doubled every 20 years. If this
trend were to continue, the earth would be 700 thousand, trillion-trillion-trillion years
old by the year 4000 AD. This “prediction,” however, is based on selected data and
certain assumptions that might not be true. ...selected data and unprovable
assumptions are a problem with all methods for determining the age of the earth,
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as well as for dating its fossils and rocks. It has all become something of a “dating
game” in which only the evolutionary-correct are allowed to play. (1). 

To prove their various dates, they utilize “circular reasoning,” which proves nothing! Mr. Mention
explains the process in this way:

The most widely-used method for determining the age of fossils is to date them by
the “known age” of the rock strata in which they are found. On the other hand, the
most widely-used method for determining the age of the rock strata is to date them
by the “known age” of the fossils they contain. ... In this “circular dating” method, all
ages are based on evolutionary assumptions about the date and order in which
fossilized plants and animals are believed to have evolved (1).

 
Friends, such circular reasoning proves nothing! All it does is to allow the blinded person to
remain blind.

REJECTION

It is interesting to note that evolutionists will not use their own “accepted” dating methods on
certain items at all. Why is this so? Because the dates do not fit the preconceived notions that
they hold so dear!

As we have already seen, Carbon 14 dating is a very popular method used by many scientists
and evolutionists. Yet, unknown to many, they will not use it to determine the age of dinosaur
bones which they claim to be millions of years old, saying that it is only accurate back a few
thousand years. What is the problem with this? The problem is their “assumption” that dinosaurs
lived millions of years ago instead of thousands of years ago. Based on that assumption they will
not even consider the possibility of the dinosaur, or any other creature or item they perceive to
be old, being young. Nor, as noted earlier, will they accept any information from tests that would
suggest such a conclusion. With this in mind, consider the following incident and the reasons
given for it:

What would happen if a dinosaur bone was carbon dated? - At Oakridge National
Laboratory, Scientists dated dinosaur bones using the Carbon dating method. The
age they came back with was only a few thousand years old. This date did not fit
the preconceived notion that dinosaurs lived millions of years ago. So what did they
do? They threw the results out. And kept their theory that dinosaurs lived “millions
of years ago” instead. This is common practice. They then use potassium argon, or
other methods, and date the fossils again. They do this many times, using a
different dating method each time. The results can be as much as 150 million years
different from each other! (Jesus, Dinosaurs and more; The Problem with Carbon
14, 1).

The same author listed the following Carbon 14 dates that were rejected by the champions of the
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test, because they did not agree with their belief in evolution:

< Living penguins have been carbon dated and the results said that they had died
8,000 years ago.

< The shells of living mollusks have been dated using the carbon 14 method, only to
find that the method gave them a date as having been dead for 23,000 years.

< The body of a seal that had been dead for 30 years was carbon dated, and the
results stated that the seal had died 4,600 years ago!

< What about a freshly killed seal” Well, they dated one of those too. The results
stated that the seal had died 1,300 years ago.

< A lake Bonney seal, known to have died only a few weeks before was carbon dated.
The results stated that the seal had died 515 to 715 years ago.

< Shells from living snails were dated, and were shown to have died 27,000 years
ago.

< One part of the Vollosovitch mammoth was dated at 29,500 years old while another
part of the same mammoth was dated at 44,000 years old.

< One part of a frozen baby mommoth was dated at 40,000 years and another part
of the same mammoth was dated at 26,000 years. The “wood immediately around
the carcass” was dated at 9-10,000 years old.

< The lower leg of the Fairbanks creek mammoth had a radiocarbon date of 15,380,
while its skin and flesh were radiocarbon dated at 21,300 (3, 4).

Interesting isn’t it. Surely we recognize that if a person can pick and choose the outcome that he
wants, rejecting all others, the results will not be accurate. So it is with the conclusions of those
who deny the Bible’s teaching of the creation! It is a shame — one that will haunt its adherents
eternally — that the majority ultimately will abandon God’s wisdom in favor of their own (Matthew
7:14)” (Thompson, Creation [tract]). It has always been dangerous to follow the majority, because
as Guy N. Woods rightly said, “The majority is almost always on the wrong side in this world”
(Thompson, Creation). So it is, that many intelligent people view the belief in creation and
Christianity as a crutch, because they “follow the crowd” instead of looking at the evidence of
creation and Christianity with an open mind. 

CONCLUSION

“Because of the invalid assumption upon which most evolutionary dating methods are based,
contradictions between the results of these methods and the testimony of Scripture are to be
expected” (Bromling). Yet, it is clear that dating methods based on those invalid assumptions do
not disprove the Bible teaching of creation!

Certain people continue, at all cost, to deny the Biblical account of creation—declaring rather that
all that we see came about by chance! Yet, the inspired Hebrew writer declared, “For every house
is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God” (Hebrews 3:4). Who will we believe?

If it is recognized that a little design must have a designer, and it commonly is; common sense
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tells us that the complexities of this world must also have a designer. That designer, my friend,
is God! No amount of theories, tests and circular reasoning will ever destroy that fact!
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Prophecy As A Proof Of Bible Inspiration
Bill Goring

One of the strongest objective evidences of biblical inspiration is the phenomenon
of fulfilled prophecy. The Bible is essentially unique among the religious books of
mankind in this respect. Some of them contain a few vague forecasts but nothing
comparable to the vast number of specific prophecies found in the Bible. The same
is true of modern "prophets," so-called. Such seers as Nostradamus, Jean Dixon,
and others have made many predictions, but often they are nebulous and capable
of various meanings. A few of their prophecies seem to have been fulfilled in a
general way, but most of them have completely failed (Morris 181).

A legitimate prophet is correct 100 percent of the time. If he is not completely correct 100 percent
of the time, he is a false prophet. For prophecy to be valid it must meet the following criterion:

1. It must predate the event. 
2. It must be precise and detailed enough that it is not vague.
3. The events described must be beyond human ability to calculate or manipulate; in

essence, it must be something that could not have been done without God’s
guidance. 

Only God knows the future. He is able to (As it is written, I have made thee a father
of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the
dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. (Romans 4:17).
He declares "the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are
not yet done" (Isaiah 46:10; Acts 15:18). If one can demonstrate the ability to foretell
the future things that find exact fulfillment, it would follow logically that such a
person, in possession of this gift, would be speaking on the behalf of God. His
message, therefore, would be valid (Jackson 81-82).

“Scholars suggest there are about 1,000 prophecies altogether in the Bible – some 800 in the Old
Testament and about 200 in the New Testament” (Jackson 82). It must be noted carefully that the
gift of prophecy–clearly operative during those by-gone ages when the biblical documents were
being prepared and validated as God’s Word–was terminated near the end of the first century A.D.
when the New Testament was completed (1 Corinthians 13:8-10). Let us note here that many
religions today claim to have "prophets," but remember, for a prophet to be from God there can
be no errors, ever! That fact disqualifies all of the "prophets" since the first century.

PROPHECIES FULFILLED BY JESUS CHRIST

The Old Testament, written over a 1,000-year period, contains more than 300 references to the
coming Messiah. All of these were fulfilled in Jesus Christ, and they established a solid
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confirmation of His credentials as the Messiah, the Anointed One (King, Priest, Saint) and
Intercessor (to release or deliver; help; meet; seek; accompany).

The Prophecies Concerning the Messiah Were Totally Beyond Human Control

Birth: Place, time, manner of
Death: People's reactions, piercing of side, burial
Resurrection: Where did His body go?

Someone once made this observation: By using the modern science of probability in reference to
just eight of these prophecies, the chance that any man might have lived to fulfill all eight
prophecies is one in 100 trillion! To illustrate this point: If we take 100 trillion silver dollars and lay
them on the face of Texas, they would be two feet deep. Now we mark one of these silver dollars
and thoroughly stir the whole mass–all over the state. Now blindfold a man and let him travel as
far as he wishes, but he must pick only one silver dollar. What chance would he have of picking
the marked one? The same chance that the prophets would have of writing just eight of these
prophecies and having them all come true for any one man if they had written them without God's
inspiration! Jesus Christ, however, fulfilled every prophecy that was written about the coming
Messiah - over 300 of them! Could this have been possible had He not been the Son of God? And
if this be true, then we have proof positive that the Bible is the inspired Word of God!

A Short Listing of Some of the Hundreds of Prophecies Concerning Jesus

1. Ascension to right hand of God–Psalm 110:1; 68:18; Proverbs 30:4
2. Birthplace–Micah 5:2
3. Burial–Isaiah 53:9
4. Darkness–Psalm 22:2
5. Gambling for clothes–Psalm 22:18
6. Lineage–Genesis 3:15; 9:26: 22:18; 26:4; 28:14; 49:10; 2 Samuel 7:12-16
7. Mocking–Psalm 22:6-8
8. Nakedness–Psalm 22:17
9. Piercing of side–Zechariah 12:10
10. Resurrection–Psalm 16:10; Hosea 6:2; Psalm 30:3,9; Isaiah 53:10
11. Son of God–Psalm 2:6-7
12. Unbroken bones–Psalm 34:20
13. Vinegar–Psalm 69:21
14. Virgin birth–Isaiah 7:14 

OTHER HISTORICAL PROPHECIES

The City of Tyre

In the 26th chapter of Ezekiel (592-570 BC), seven things are predicted to happen to the city of
Tyre (McDowell 285):

1. Nebuchadnezzar will destroy the mainland of Tyre (Ezekiel 26:8).
2. Many nations will be against Tyre (Ezekiel 26:3).
3. Tyre will be made a bare rock, flat like the top of a rock (Ezekiel 26:4).

Fishermen will spread their nets over the site (Ezekiel 26:5).
4. Debris will be thrown into the water (Ezekiel 26:12).
5. Tyre never will be rebuilt (Ezekiel 26:14).
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6. Tyre never will be found again (Ezekiel 26:21).

Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to mainland Tyre three years after the prophecy and after a 13-year
siege (585-573 BC) Tyre made terms and acknowledged Babylonian authority over them (vol. xxii
452). When Nebuchadnezzar broke the gates down, he found the city almost empty. The majority
of thepeople had moved by ship to an island about one-half mile off the coast and fortified a city
there.The mainland city was destroyed in 573 BC, as predicted. The city of Tyre on the island
remained a powerful city for several hundred years (McDowell 286).

Alexander the Great, in his war on Persia, marching southward called on each city to open its
gates to him as part of his plan to deny their use to the Persian fleet. Tyre refused to do so, and
Alexander laid siege to the city. Possessing no fleet, he demolished old Tyre on the mainland, and
with the debris built a causeway 200 feet wide across the straits separating the old and new towns,
erecting towers and war engines at the farther end (vol. xxii:452).

Tyre continually raided the causeway with fire-ships, greatly retarding progress until Alexander
pressured conquered subjects to make ships for his operation. After attaining a superior naval
force of some 220 war ships from the kings of Aradus and Byblus and from the island of Cyprus,
Alexander finished the causeway, battering down the walls of Tyre, killing 8,000 of the inhabitants,
and selling 30,000 into slavery (Unger 30-31).

A history book by a secular historian reads, "Alexander the Great...reduced Tyre to ruins.... The
larger part of the site of the once great city is now bare as the top of a rock–a place where
fishermen now spread their nets to dry" (Myers 55).

All the prophecies of Ezekiel about Tyre have come true: Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the mainland
city of Tyre; many nations were against Tyre; Alexander made her a bare rock and threw debris
into the water to make the causeway; fishermen now spread nets over the site (there is a city of
Tyre today, but it is located down the coast from the original Tyre); the old city of Tyre has never
been rebuilt, even though a great freshwater spring is located at the site, providing 10,000,000
gallons of water daily. It is still an excellent site today but has never been rebuilt, although many
have tried. All seven of the predictions came true down to the most minute detail.

Other Examples of Fulfilled Bible Prophecy about History 

1. Babylon (Daniel 2, 7; Isaiah 13:19-22; 14:22-23; Jeremiah 51:26, 43),Chorazin-Bethsaida-
Capernaum (Matthew 11:20-24 )

2. Gaza-Ashkelon (Amos 1:8; Jeremiah 47:5; Zephaniah 2:4)
3. Moab-Ammon (Ezekiel 25:3-4; Jeremiah 48:47; 49:6)
4. Nineveh (Nahum 1:8-10; 2:6; 3:10, 13, 19)
5. Palestine (Leviticus 26:31-33 & Ezekiel 36:33-35)
6. Petra-Edom (Isaiah 34:5-15; Jeremiah 49:17-18; Ezekiel 25:13-14; 35:15)
7. Samaria (Hosea 13:16 & Micah 1:6)
8. Sidon (Ezekiel 28:22-23)
9. Thebes-Memphis (Ezekiel 30:13-15)

CONCLUSION

Please ask yourself: If all the historical, scientific, and prophetic statements in the Bible are true
and accurate, then what about what the statements in the Bible regarding eternal life or death?
And what about those choices you make (or do not make) every day that will affect your future?
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Isn’t it in your best interest to study to find out what God requires of those who would be His
children? (Romans 8:14-16). Isn’t it worth examining the Bible to see if it is, in fact, the Word of
God, and to see what you must do to receive eternal life from God?
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does foreign evangelism in conjunction with Truth for the World.

Is There A Gap Between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2?
Paul Meacham, Jr.

Before I address my assigned topic, please allow me to express my sincerest thanks to the elders
of the church at 39th Street. I have long admired these men and their oversight of the Lord’s church
in Independence, MO. I wish for them and their families all of God’s richest blessings and offer to
them my full support and deepest gratitude. I also extend to my friend, Jack Williams, my grateful
thanks for this invitation. I know no man who better fulfills Paul’s admonition to Timothy to “do the
work of an evangelist” (2 Timothy 4:5). I count myself blessed to be able to call him my friend and
I pray that he may have many years of service in the kingdom yet ahead of him.

THE GAP THEORY DEFINED

I have been asked to address the question, “Is there a gap between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis
1:2?” I am grateful for this assignment and to avoid confusion, I believe it wise to begin with some
definitions. 

First, let us define a theory. According to The American Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language, a theory is “systematically organized knowledge applicable in a relatively wide variety
of circumstances, especially a system of assumptions, accepted principles, and rules of
procedure devised to analyze, predict, or otherwise explain the nature or behavior of a specified
set of phenomena.” A theory is further defined as “abstract reasoning; speculation” or “an
assumption based on limited information or knowledge; a conjecture.” (emp. PDM) It is
because a theory is unproven “assumptions” “speculation” and “conjecture” that many insist on
referring to “The Gap Theory” and other evolutionary theories as fact. We will not. As we consider
this matter, let each of us fully realize that this is a theory and like other theories must be proven
before it can be accepted.

Second, let us consider the “gap” in “The Gap Theory.” This proposed gap is a vast and indefinite
span of time that some theorize must exist between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2. A formal
definition of “The Gap Theory” is difficult, because its proponents almost always disagree with
each other on many of its foundational tenets. However, for the purpose of this discussion, we
will define The Gap Theory as the belief that:

1. Gen. 1:1 and Gen. 1:2 are actually separated by millions or billions of years.
2. During this time, Satan sinned and was cast down to the earth and as part of God’s

punishment the “original world” now embroiled in sin was brought to a state of ruin and
waste.

3. God then re-created the world we now know in six days as the Bible records.
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As we said, there are many variations of beliefs encompassed by the term “Gap Theory,” but
most adherents will agree with most of the three tenets of our definition.

THE NEED FOR THE GAP THEORY

There is really only one reason for the Gap Theory to exist. Since many have rejected God’s
Revelation regarding the beginning of all things temporal, an alternative must be presented.
Some, whom the Bible labels as fools (Psalm 14:1, 53:1), have completely rejected the existence
of God and the validity of His Word. They present theories that completely discount the working
of an Almighty Creator and arrogantly mock any who believe in Jehovah. 

Others try desperately to bow one knee to the God of heaven and the other to the idol of “science
falsely so called” (1 Timothy 6:20). In doing so, they serve neither well as “A double -minded man
is unstable in all his ways” (James 1:8). It is their attempt to reconcile the Bible to the errors of
scientists that has brought about The Gap Theory and other theories usually grouped under the
banner of Theistic Evolution.

If one simply reads the Bible, honestly considers the evidence that proves it is the work of God,
and believes what God has therein revealed, no need for The Gap Theory exists.

THE GAP THEORY OR THE BIBLE

Since the proponents of the Gap Theory usually turn to “scientific” discoveries to show that vast
amounts of time had to have been involved in the beginning of the world, many have used true
science to disprove this theory. However, I am not a scientist and am not qualified to offer my
own scientific conclusions on this matter. As a student of the Bible, I will use the Bible to prove
that it is not possible to accept the scriptures as God-given and also believe in the Gap Theory.
If it can be shown that there is clear Bible teaching making it impossible for the Gap Theory to
be true, that should be sufficient for any who believe the Bible to be the inerrant, inspired Word
of God. We will show such by noticing three principles taught in three different places in the Bible.
Any one of these would by itself be sufficient to disprove the Gap Theory, but we will briefly
examine all three.

Exodus 20:8-11

The experienced Bible student will immediately recognize this text as part of the giving of the Ten
Commandments by the prophet Moses. The verses in question comprise the fourth of those Ten
Commandments, which is generally remembered by the words of verse 8 where God said,
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.” In verses 9-10, Jehovah continues by telling Israel
how the Sabbath was to be remembered and what actions were necessary for them to “keep it
holy.” “Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the
LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates” (Exodus
20:9-10). In verse 11, Moses then reveals why God chose to establish this law as part of His Old
Testament covenant. “For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed
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it” (Exodus 20:11). It is this 11th verse of Exodus chapter 20 that proves the Gap Theory
impossible.

Moses’ inspired comments regarding the creation week place the forming of the heaven, earth,
and sea within the same six day period of time as the making of “all that in them is.” It is from the
pen of this same prophet Moses that we read, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth” (Genesis 1:1). He further recorded for us that on the third day of creation “God called the
dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was
good” (Genesis 1:10). These two verses show us the creation of the “heaven and earth” and the
creation of the “sea.” Moses then tells us that on the fifth day “God created great whales, and
every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and
every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good” (Genesis 1:21). In Genesis 1:25,
we read that on the sixth day, “God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after
their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was
good.”  Let us take what we have just read and put it in the form of a logical argument. 

1. Exodus 20:11 places the creation of heaven and earth and seas, and the creation of all
that lives in them in the same six day period of time.

2. Genesis 1:1, 10, 21, and 25 record for us the creation of heaven and earth, the seas, and
all that lives in them.

3. Therefore, the events of Genesis 1:1, 10, 21, and 25 had to have occurred in the same
six-day period of time.

As if this were not proof enough, when giving the Ten Commandments, Jehovah also revealed
that the six days in which all these things were created were followed by a seventh day on which
He rested. This day of rest is recorded for us in Genesis 2:1-2 where we read, “Thus the heavens
and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his
work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had
made.” This shows us that not only did the events of Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2 occur in the
same six-day period of time, but that everything recorded from Genesis 1:1-Genesis 2:2 occurred
within the same seven-day period of time. That makes it impossible to accept the teaching of
Moses in Exodus chapter 20 and still find a gap of time between verses one and two of Genesis
chapter one.

At this point let us also notice Genesis 2:3. “And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.” (emp. PDM)
Some have argued that the Gap Theory is actually supported by the Bible because two different
Hebrew words are used in describing how God brought things into being. They argue that the
Hebrew word bara, translated “created” in Genesis 2:3, refers to something brought into
existence from nothing and the Hebrew word asah, translated “made” in Genesis 2:3, refers to
something that is made over or reconditioned from materials already existing. Not only do these
definitions disagree with almost all Hebrew scholars and lexicographers, but Genesis 2:3 uses
the words interchangeably and applies both to the Divine activities performed during the period
of time that according to Exodus 20:11 occurred in six days.
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It is very clear from these passages that one cannot believe the writing of inspired Moses in the
giving of the Ten Commandments and also believe there is a gap of time between Genesis 1:1
and Genesis 1:2.

Matthew 19:1-6

This passage finds our Lord on the earth in the form of man (Philippians 2:5-8). As His travels in
the land of Palestine brought Him to the “coasts of Judaea beyond Jordan…great multitudes
followed him; and he healed them there” (Matthew 19:1-2). But we learn that “the Pharisees also
came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for
every cause?” (Matthew 19:3)  In answering their question, Jesus directs their attention and ours
not back to the Law of Moses, but to the beginning of time. Jesus, 

answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the
beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man
leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be
one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man put asunder (Matt 19:4-6, emp. PDM).

It is these words of Jesus that make it impossible for the Gap Theory to be true.

Jesus places the creation of man and woman and the institution of marriage at the “beginning.”
He further marks this place in time by quoting Genesis 2:24, “Therefore shall a man leave his
father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” This passages
gives us two very clear markers that we can and must use to identify the “beginning.” The first
is the creation of “male and female.” The second is the uniting of man and wife in marriage. Since
both of these events are recorded for us in Genesis chapter two, we know that they took place
on the sixth day of the creation week that is recorded in Genesis chapter one. That means the
sixth day of creation was “at the beginning.” This makes the Gap Theory impossible.

If the Gap Theory were true placing billions of years between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2, the
events of the sixth day of creation, occurring only a few thousand years ago, would not have
taken place “at the beginning.” but rather much nearer the end. When we accept the Genesis
account of creation as literal, we accept the creation of man and the institution of marriage within
the first six days of all things temporal. If we accept the Gap Theory, we place these same events
billions of years after the beginning of the earth. It does not require a scholar to determine which
of these agrees with the teaching of our Lord.

This passage should show us how dangerous it is to reject the historical account of the creation
the Master has given us. While many who claim to be Christians flock to the Gap Theory in an
attempt to salve their pseudo-scientific intellect, they can only do so by rejecting the words of the
One who died for them. Jesus warned us that “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words,
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day”
(John 12:48). All these things that have been created will one day vanish away “For all flesh is
as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower
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thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by
the gospel is preached unto you” (1 Peter 1:24-25, emp. PDM).

It is very clear from these passages that one cannot believe the words of our Lord and Savior
regarding “the beginning” and also believe there is a gap of time between Genesis 1:1 and
Genesis 1:2.

Romans 5:12-17; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22

These two passages combine to teach us that sin has entered into the world. That means there
was a time that the world existed, but without sin. These passages also teach us that with sin
came death. That is the observable effect of sin as can consistently be seen on an individual
scale as well. “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death” (James 1:14-15). Romans chapter five and 1 Corinthians chapter 15 further teach us that
both sin and death entered by Adam. At first glance this might not seem to be significant to our
discussion of the Gap Theory, but it is. For the Gap Theory to be true, there must be billions of
years of living and dying here on earth before Adam.

The Gap Theory says that sin entered the world when Satan was cast down to the earth after his
fall. The Bible says, “… by one man sin entered into the world…” (Romans 5:12, emp. PDM).
The Bible says that the man by whom sin entered was Adam. “Nevertheless death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's
transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come” (Romans 5:14, emp. PDM). If you
believe what the Bible says about how sin entered the world, you cannot believe the Gap Theory.

The Gap Theory demands that there were billions of years of death and destructions that
eventually led to the earth becoming “without form, and void.” The Bible says, “And the earth was
without form, and void…” (Genesis 1:2, emp. PDM). The word “was” is a problem for those who
teach the Gap Theory and for that reason they attack it. They do all they can to change it from
the word “was” to the word “became.” They appeal to Isaiah 45:18, “God himself that formed the
earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited:
I am the LORD; and there is none else” (emp. PDM). The word “vain” is the same Hebrew word
we find in Genesis 1:2 translated “without form.” They argue that if God did not create “in
vain/without form” then it must have “become” “in vain/without form.” In his book Creation
Compromises, brother Bert Thompson answers this charge by placing Isaiah 45:18 back in its
context. He writes, 

The immediate context, however, has to do with Israel, and God’s promises to His
people. Isaiah reminded his listeners that just as God had a purpose in creating the
Earth, so He had a purpose for Israel. Isaiah spoke of God’s immense power and
special purpose in creation, noting that God created the Earth “to be
inhabited”—something accomplished when the Lord created people in His image.
In Isaiah 45, the prophet’s message is that God, through His power, likewise will
accomplish His purpose for His chosen people (228). 
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The Gap Theory says there was death and destruction on the earth billions of years before Adam.
The Bible says, “For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:21-22, emp.
PDM).

It is very clear from these passages that one cannot believe the words of the apostle Paul
regarding the entrance of sin and death to the world and also believe there is a gap of time
between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2.

I pray that we can all understand that in accepting the Gap Theory we are not making a harmless
choice. When man differs with God, we cannot accept what man says without rejecting what God
has said. Let us all take the advice of the wise man to “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil” (Proverbs 3:5-7).
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Did Dinosaurs Really Exist?
Michael Wyatt

I will readily admit that I know nothing about dinosaurs except what I read from those I believe to
be experts. And most of what I read has come from Apologetics Press, a non-profit, tax-exempt
work dedicated to the defense of New Testament Christianity. Bert Thompson is the Executive
Director of Apologetics Press, and a former professor in the College of Veterinary Medicine, Texas
A & M University. I contacted Apologetics Press and got in touch with Kyle Butt, one of the
employees and staff writers, who was very helpful in getting good information to me for this
manuscript. Kyle sent a number of pamphlets, books and tracts for my consideration. I have
chosen two sources from that material for the information in this manuscript. The two sources are:
The Dinosaur Controversy, a tract by Bert Thompson, Ph.D and Apologetics Press; and Dinosaurs
and Creation – Questions and Answers, by Donald B. DeYoung, Baker Book House Co. I highly
recommend these two sources to answer many questions about this subject.
 

THE NAME “DINOSAUR”

The name “Dinosaur” did not come into existence until 1842, when it was coined by Sir Richard
Owen, a leading British anatomist. “Dinosaurs” is from the Greek words deinos and sauros –
meaning “terribly great lizards.” By 1877 there were so many finds of bones from these large
creatures, no one doubted the existence of dinosaurs. 

HOW THE EVOLUTIONISTS USE DINOSAURS

Dinosaurs have been used by evolutionists to attempt to sway people to their side of the Creation
and Evolution controversy. There are basically two ways the evolutionists use dinosaurs to teach
their evolutionary schemes: WHEN dinosaurs existed and the OVERALL TEACHING of dinosaurs.
As to the WHEN dinosaurs existed, Bert Thompson notes: 

Evolutionists advocate that dinosaurs evolved from some ancient reptile 200 million
years ago, and that they became extinct roughly 65-70 million years ago. Man (in
some form) allegedly evolved only 2-3 million years ago and thus was separated
from the dinosaurs by approximately 65 million years of geologic time. Creationists
who accept the Genesis record as an accurate, historical account of God’s creative
activity oppose such claims, and maintain instead that the dinosaurs were created
by God within the six literal days described in the biblical record. Thus, man and the
dinosaurs would have been created at essentially the same time and would have
lived together as contemporaries on the Earth. (2)
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As far as the OVERALL TEACHING concerning dinosaurs is concerned, Evolutionists champion
the cause that dinosaurs prove organic evolution. Almost all the teaching being done in the
kindergarten through university levels concerning the origin, development and extinction of
dinosaurs is being used from the organic evolution side of the controversy. Those teachings have
gone a long way in trying to persuade children and adults alike to give up their belief in God and
accept organic evolution instead. Bert Thompson writes concerning the evolutionary teaching of
dinosaurs:

Because they are fascinating to children, because they are such an effective
teaching aid, and because they generally are used to teach evolution, dinosaurs
represent a formidable tool that can be employed to rob students of all ages of faith
in God and the Bible as His Word. This makes the controversy over dinosaurs
extremely important. (3).

DO CREATIONISTS HAVE TROUBLE WITH DINOSAURS?

The evolutionists leave the idea with the general public that Creationists have trouble with an
explanation of dinosaurs. They leave the impression, if not flat out say it, that Creationists cannot
deal with the TIME dinosaurs existed, or the ORIGIN, or WHAT HAPPENED to the dinosaurs.
That simply is not the case. 

The word “dinosaur” is not found in the Bible, and there is a simple explanation for that: the word
“dinosaur” did not exist in the English language until 1842. The King James Version of the Bible
was translated in 1611. And remember, the Bible is not a textbook in Zoology, Science, or
Taxonomy. It is the textbook in Religion. There are many other animals that are not mentioned in
the Bible, but in no way discourages belief in them as God’s creatures. 

Even though the name “dinosaur” is not mentioned in the Bible, Christians believe there is ample
evidence that dinosaurs and dinosaur-like creatures are described in God’s Word. Job describes
these creatures as “behemeth” and “leviathan.” Donald B. DeYoung answers the question, “What
were behemoth and leviathan?”

These are Old Testament Hebrew names for specific animals. Their exact identity is somewhat
obscure. The behemoth is named only in Job 40. Its description includes the following: 

• It feeds on grass like an ox (v. 15). 
• Its tail sways like a cedar tree (v. 17). 
• Its bones are like tubes of bronze and rods of iron (v. 18). 
• Behemoth ranks first among the works of God (v. 19). 
• The beast hides among the reeds in the marsh (v. 21). 

Behemoth has been variously identified as a hippopotamus, elephant, or water ox. However, none
of these animals fully fit the biblical description. Instead, the behemoth sounds very much like a
large saurischian dinosaur, perhaps the Brontosaurus (Apatosaurus). If true, then Job 40 provides
the only detailed written description of this dinosaur. It should be noted that God Himself directly
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spoke the words of Job 40. Furthermore, Job was evidently familiar with behemoth. Since Job
lived after the great flood, the Brontosaurus then did not disappear in the flood event. Instead,
representatives left the Ark and began to repopulate the earth. A few behemoths still lived during
Job’s time. The name behemoth today has appropriately become associated with anything
enormous in size or power. Leviathan is mentioned several places in Scripture (Job 41; Psalm
74:14; 104:26; Isaiah 27:1). In particular, Job 41 gives a full description. Here are some details
about leviathan: 

• It cannot be captured (v. 1). 
• It is strong and fierce (vv. 8-10). 
• There are many teeth (v. 14). 
• Smoke and fire pour from its nostrils (vv. 18-21). 
• Its hide cannot be pierced (v. 26). 
• Leviathan’s swimming leaves a wake (v. 32). 

Modern identification attempts for leviathan often include a crocodile, whale, or some kind of sea
serpent. Others believe that the leviathan must be a nonliteral, mythical animal that exists only in
poetry. Contributing to this view is the reference to the fire-breathing nature of the leviathan.
However, this behavior is entirely within the realm of possibility (see Question 48). The detailed
biblical description of leviathan goes far beyond some imaginary beast; it closely matches that of
the seagoing plesiosaur. This long-necked marine reptile glided through the water and certainly
could leave a glistening wake behind. The people of Job’s day were clearly familiar with both the
behemoth and leviathan. Perhaps these impressive animals were some of the last remaining
dinosaur and marine reptile examples living on the earth. (46-47)

The question as to the ORIGIN of the dinosaurs is also not a problem for Creationists. The Bible
is very clear in Exodus 20:11 that God created the earth, the heavens, and the seas, and
everything in them in six days. Bert Thompson asks and answers, “What does that omit? It omits
absolutely nothing.” He continues: 

Add to that the statements found in Genesis 1:31 and 2:1, and the case is
strengthened considerably. In Genesis 1:31, as He surveyed everything that He had
made, God proclaimed it “very good” – the Hebrew phrase representing both
completion and perfection. In Genesis 2:1, He then stated that the creation was
“finished,” indicating an action completed once and for all, without continuation into
the future. 

The information thus presented may be summarized as follows: 

(a) God created everything in six days; (b) that creation was complete and perfect;
and (c) the creation was finished. The implications of this teaching are clear.
According to the Genesis record, no animals were created before day five, at which
time God created sea-dwelling creatures and birds (Genesis 1:20-23). 
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On day six (Genesis 1:24-25), God created the “creeping things” and “beasts of the
earth” – descriptions that certainly would include dinosaurs. Since man likewise was
created on day six (Genesis 1:26-27), the inescapable conclusion is that men and
dinosaurs lived on the Earth as contemporaries. (4)

WHERE DID DINOSAURS GO?

The next question that Evolutionists believe to be insurmountable for the Creationists is: “Where
did dinosaurs go?” What happened to these large creatures that inhabited the earth? Actually, the
Evolutionists are the ones who have problems in answering this question. They have fostered
ideas that have ranged from the humorous to the bizarre. DeYoung identifies some of these
theories from the Evolutionists:

The earth’s climate became either too warm, cold, dry, or wet for dinosaur health.
A nearby supernova, an exploding star, flooded the earth with intense radiation,
resulting in fatal mutations. A “death star” called Nemesis periodically approaches
the solar system and wipes out living creatures by raining comets down upon the
earth. A nearby collision between two neutron stars bombarded the earth with
deadly muon particle radiation. There were deadly giant meteor showers or meteor
storms. A passing comet poisoned the earth’s atmosphere with chemicals, perhaps
cyanide…Overpopulation. Extreme hay fever plagued the dinosaurs. Mass suicide
was carried out by dinosaur herds. Dinosaurs were weakened by slipped vertebral
discs. A laxative plant in dinosaur diets disappeared, and they died of
constipation…Dinosaurs ate plants containing drugs and died of an
overdose…Either starvation or overeating occurred… (26-27)

Does it seem to you that the Evolutionists are searching for an answer? It doesn’t sound like that
are very definitive, does it? They overlook their wild and fanciful assumptions, and yet, at the same
time, ridicule the Creationists for their views. That leads us to the next question: WHAT
HAPPENED TO DINOSAURS IN THE CREATION VIEW? DeYoung answers: 

Dinosaurs were made during the creation week along with all the other plants and
animals. The land animals appeared on day number six. In preflood times, dinosaurs
lived on earth together with mankind. When the great flood came in the days of
Noah, dinosaur representatives were present on board the Ark, along with all the
other animals. Dinosaurs did not become extinct until sometime after the flood.
Climate changes occurred in the postflood world. For a period of time the earth
remained warm, largely due to the vast ocean waters. Much of this water had come
from underground when the “springs of the great deep burst forth” (Gen. 7:11). This
subterranean water was warm in nature. In the early postflood years, animal
populations again increased on the earth. During the following centuries, however,
there developed a worldwide cooling trend. The loss of vegetation during the flood
had resulted in much barren land. This sandy, rocky surface reflected sunlight
upward rather than capturing it. An ice age slowly developed as average global
temperatures dropped by 5-10 degrees Fehrenheit (2.8-5.6 degrees Celsius).
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Animals that could not adjust to this cooler climate, such as the tropical dinosaurs,
gradually diminished in number. In the creation view, humans may also have hunted
the last surviving dinosaurs. Historically, mankind has always hunted large animals.
The biblical patriarch Job probably lived during this cooler postflood period of time.
Interestingly, there are indication of a cool climate in Job 37:6-10 and 38:22,29.
These verses refer to snow, cold, ice, and hail… (33-34)

Bert Thompson agrees that the demise of the dinosaur was connected to the global flood of
Noah’s time. He writes: 

Creationists generally believe that the dinosaurs’ extinction may be tied, at least in
part, to the global Flood of Genesis 6-8…There is compelling evidence to indicate
that the pre-Flood world was much different than the post-Flood world…The
devastating effects of local floods are well documented. What kind of damage, then,
could be expected from a global Flood that covered “every high mountain on the
whole earth” (Genesis 7:19)? Many creation scientists believe that the dinosaurs
survived for a time after the Flood, but because of environmentally hostile
conditions, eventually died out. (5)

Evolutionists who ridicule Creationists view of the demise of dinosaurs, ought to take a good long
look at their own fanciful views. 

CONCLUSION

I am really thankful for the great work Bert Thompson and Donald DeYoung have done in
answering many of the questions that we all have concerning these “terribly great lizards.” Again,
I readily admit that this paper is largely a compilation of their works in this regard. Without their
scientific answers to many of these questions I would be at a loss as to how to deal with this topic.
In forming up my conclusion, I have written and re-written my closing remarks, and nothing
seemed to be fitting. But, as I finished Bert Thompson’s tract and read his conclusion, I believe
that it was fitting, and therefore, I again borrow his words: 

The Mosaic record of the creation is inexhaustively sublime. In it, we learn of the
creation of the heavens and the Earth by an Almighty God. Via divine fiat, light was
formed and atmosphere was wrapped around this planet. Great seas were gathered
together and separated from dry land. The world of botany miraculously bloomed
and lights burst forth in the heavens. The waters swarmed with living creatures and
birds soared through the pristine air. Varieties of domestic animals and beasts were
created as well. 

Finally man – the apex, the pinnacle, the zenith of God’s creation – stood proudly
upon the Earth’s bosom. And the dinosaur – one of the most majestic of God’s
creatures – stood with him. No doubt they pondered each other’s existence. 
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Today, we continue to ponder these intriguing animals. And what a grand teaching
tool they can make for our children and grandchildren, all of whom need to
understand that the same God Who created these awesome giants likewise created
them. Let us seize every available opportunity to teach these urgent lessons to our
youngsters. If we do not teach them the truthfulness of the Genesis account of
creation and instill in them the importance of, and a reverence for, God’s inspired
Word, someone else may undermine their fledgling faith by teaching them the error
of organic evolution – using the dinosaurs to accomplish this task. (6)
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What About Noah’s Ark?
Toney L. Smith

INTRODUCTION

God created the great universe in six literal days and rested on the seventh. He created all things
in a systematic and logical sequence. In those six days He brought into existence all plant life and
animal life, then created man in His image (Genesis 1:26-27; Exodus 20:9-11). He placed man
eastward in the garden of Eden (Genesis 2:8) and gave him dominion over His creation (Genesis
1:26-28). Man was made a free moral agent, to choose or to reject good and evil. The serpent
came into the midst of God’s paradise and tempted Adam and Eve who chose to accept evil
rather than  good. When sin  entered the world, God promised to reconcile  man back to Himself
through Christ (Genesis 3:15). Sin became the great problem facing all of mankind. In time men
became exceedingly wicked. Genesis 6:5 describes their condition; “...wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.” God said; “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both
man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have
made them” (Genesis 6:7).

There was; however, an exception to the deplorable condition of mankind. “Noah was a just man
and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God” (Genesis 6:9). Noah found grace in
the sight of the Lord. Having warned Noah of the coming destruction of all life on the earth, He
instructed Noah to build an ark. He gave precise instructions as to the construction of the ark.
Noah was saved because of God’s grace (Genesis 6:80), because of his faith in God (Hebrews
11:7), which involved the carrying out of God’s commandments (Genesis 6:14-22). Those saved
from the flood were not saved by “grace alone” nor by “faith alone.”  Noah was required to be
obedient to all that God, by grace,  had instructed. Noah’s ark was the means by which an
obedient family was saved from the destruction of a wicked generation.

THE DESIGN OF THE ARK

God gave very specific instructions concerning the building of the ark. In Genesis 6:14-16 we
read; “Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it
within and without with pitch.  And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of
the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.
A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the
ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.”
Many have speculated as to why these particular instructions were given. Why did God choose
these dimensions and materials? A plain answer would be to simply say, “God said so!” However,
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we are told the ark was made in the most sea worthy design possible. The dimensions of the ark
have a ratio of six to one. The ark was six times longer than it was wide. This is known to be the
suitable proportions for ship building, even in modern times. Model stability tests have shown that
this design can withstand waves up to 200 feet high and that the ark could have rotated over and
righted itself if engulfed in the waves. 

Using 18 inches to represent a cubic, the volume of the ark would have been 450 feet long by 75
feet wide by 45 feet high. This equals 1,518,750 cubic feet and is comparable to 569 modern
railroad boxcars. The gross tonnage of the ark was about 13,960 tons, which would place it well
within the category of ocean going vessels today. The displacement tonnage of the ark (defined
as the weight of sea water displaced by the structure when submerged to its design drought,
assumed at 15 cubits),  is equal to 19,940 tons (Scott 22). 

The ark was designed by an all knowing God, who used the hands of Noah to accomplish His will.
The design clearly did not originate from the mind of man because Noah would not have known
what size was best suited for the task ahead.  He would not have known the engineering
specifications for such an undertaking. Truly the ark was planned and designed by the greatest
engineer and designer of all. God set into motion those things which would accomplish His will
which was the saving of a faithful man and his family. 

HAS IT BEEN FOUND?

There have been  Russian pilots, herdsmen, soldiers, and explorers who have reported seeing
the ark over the past 150 years or so. The vast majority of these sightings have come from an
area around Ararat, which is 17,011 feet above sea level. The area is located in eastern Turkey,
close to Iran and Armenia. The Bible does not give a specific location, only a general statement
relative to the final resting place (Genesis 8:4). 

The majority of the so-called sightings are based upon eyewitness reports. One such sighting
came from a George Jammal, a Palestinian who was living in California. In a letter written to the
Institute of Creation Research, and in some taped interviews, Jammal said he had found the ark
in 1984. He claimed to be in possession of a piece of the ark’s wood. His testimony was used in
a documentary produced in 1992 by Sun Pictures. The two hour show aired on CBS in February
1993. It was titled The Incredible Discovery of Noah’s Ark.  The show was a sensational
exploitation of Jammal’s fabricated story. It was discovered he had made up the story and there
was no truth to the claim (Morris 2-3).

Another controversial claim received wide attention in the early 1990s. A claim was made that the
ark had indeed been found approximately 15 miles south of Greater Ararat. The story actually had
its beginning in 1959 when a Turkish pilot reported a large boat-shaped object and made aerial
photos of the area. Life magazine published this material in 1960 and an expedition set out  that
same year. However, the boat-shaped object was never found (Shea 6-14, 35).

Perhaps the most famous of the “searchers” is self-styled biblical archeologist Ron Wyatt of
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Nashville, Tennessee. Since his first visit in 1977, he has persuaded various explorers to seek
out the ark built by Noah. Some of these expeditions were led by men who believed in the Great
Flood. Their results, plus various surveys taken by Turkish geologists, have shown convincingly
that the boat-shaped object is only a natural formation of the earth. Claims that  have been made
concerning the finding of wooden and metal artifacts from this ark have all proven to be false.

The ark has not been found. God brought the ark to rest upon the place He so desired and it may
never be known by men. If it were to be found, some would make it the object of their worship as
has been done with the so-called “shroud of Turin” or the “holy grail.” The children of Israel often
used what God had given them as objects of worship. In 2 Kings 18:4 we read of Hezekiah
destroying the brazen serpent. The children of Israel had made an object of worship out of the
serpent, which had kept the people from death. This is the first and last time we are reminded of
this object since the time it was set up in the wilderness. It had done a wonderful work in its day.
It was a symbol of great deliverance and was a type of the salvation promised in Christ. We must
not deny the significance and reverence of such an important object. Yet in the time of Hezekiah,
it had become an object of profaned worship. The people burned incense to it and gave it a
reverence which was not due it. In verse 4 it is named Nehushtan, meaning a piece of brass. It
had a place in the deliverance of Israel, but it was never intended to be an object of adoration.
Many things have thus been turned into items of worship. Even Mary, the mother of Jesus, has
been deified in the eyes of some religions. We are reminded of Knox’s reply when a prisoner in
the galleys and the image of the virgin was presented to him to kiss. “Mother? Mother of God?”
he said. “This is no mother of God; this is a painted brodd” (a piece of painted wood) and flung
the thing into the river (Exell 377).

Some have said that if the ark were found the world’s belief in God would be maximized. It may
be that some would find it easier to regard the Bible as true if they could see the ark. However,
we should  believe the Bible to be true and that all of the events recorded therein are true as well.
For you see I have not seen God with my eyes, yet I believe with all of my heart that He is real
and He has revealed Himself through His word, the Bible. Seeing the wood of the ark would not
make ones faith stronger. No, it may  be that by  God’s providence the ark is better off left lost
from the schemers of today. It may be much like the place where Moses was buried
(Deuteronomy 34:6). Many people have made Bible locations holy and objects of worship. It very
well could be that we need to accept by faith the ark existed and learn the lessons to be gained
from the grace of God which made salvation possible for the eight obedient souls.

THE ARK IS A MATTER OF FAITH

There have been many attempts to dream up different versions of what happened concerning the
universal flood and the ark, which was built to preserve life. We do not have visual evidence of
the “great boat” constructed by Noah. Therefore, we must accept or reject the Biblical account of
the flood and the vessel used to carry Noah, his family and the animals to the resting place on
Ararat.

We are reminded of what is said in Hebrews 11:6; “...without faith it is impossible to please him...”
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Faith is derived from hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17) and putting into practice that which
is commanded by God’s instructions (James 2:14-26). Noah was “warned of things not seen as
yet,” thus being warned he “moved with fear,” and prepared an ark. Noah did not know the powers
of a flood, nor the particulars of an ark. Yet because of his righteousness he followed God’s
directions in complete detail (Genesis 6:22). God provided by revelation the needed information
to Noah, who in turn took appropriate action. Noah was warned  about the flood God intended to
bring upon the earth. The warning came some 120 years before the flood was sent. This would
give ample time for the ark to be built and for the warning to be given to all others. The faith of
Noah is seen in the godly fear he experienced as he received the revelation and ultimately the
carrying out of those commandments. The absolute emptiness and absurdity of the “faith alone”
doctrine is demonstrated in the response made by Noah. If he claimed to believe, and took no
action toward building the ark, he would have been drowned along with the rest of the disobedient
world. Faith operates on the principle of action. If faith exists, it acts accordingly.

When the rest of the world was disobedient, “Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis
6:8). Without grace Noah could not have been saved from the destruction of the flood. He found
grace because his life was in accordance with God’s word. 

There are instructions and lessons based upon the fact that there was indeed an ark used by
Noah to save his family. In 1 Peter 3:20-21 we read, “...the longsuffering of God waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by
water.  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us...” The likeness between
Noah’s salvation and ours is observed in the following ways. (1) The water bore up the ark. (2)
The water delivered them from the old world. (4) The water was God’s demarcation line between
the saved and the wicked. Today, it is baptism in water to the taught, believing,  penitent persons
who have confessed their faith in Christ as God’s Son. Immersion in water  is the culminating and
climactic act that delivers them from the old world of sin (Taylor, 37).  To those who claim that
there was no universal flood and no ark, we must ask, Why would such a strong argument for
obedience to the gospel be made based upon the building of the life saving vessel be made? The
answer is clear. The building of the ark demonstrates the faith of Noah (Hebrews 11:7) and the
longsuffering nature of God (2 Peter 3:9). Noah prepared the ark to the saving of his household.

CONCLUSION

There have been many and various assumptions upon which  conclusions are made concerning
the ark which Noah prepared in Genesis 6. Speculations of all kinds have been made concerning
the authenticity of this craft upon which Noah and his family  were carried away from impending
destruction. It was in this ark and its builder that God placed His confidence and the future of
mankind. By this ark Noah and his family were carried to safety (Hebrews 11:7). The ark is no
myth. It is not an imaginary thing dreamed up in the mind of a man. It is an object used to
demonstrate the “longsuffering” of God. It is a clear and undeniable event in which God illustrated
the true meaning of faith; “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house...” (Hebrews 11:7). This great event affirms
that our faith, coupled with our works and  in accordance with God’s commandments, will bring
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the rewarded promises from God. The ark may never be found, but salvation is still to be found
in an active faith.
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