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was fatally wounded. However, be 
wished to make it appear that the 
enemy had not actually accompl1shed 
his death and asked his armorbearer 
to flnlsh It. He would not do it be
cause be was afraid. That did not 
mean that he was afraid of death 8S 
the next verse will show. But the 
whole situation was horrttylng, and 
beside!, he had the same feeling as 
DavId bad, in that he bes\tated to 
smite the Lord's anointed. Then Saul 
took a aword and fell upon it. This 
would be accomplished by standing the 
handle of the sword on the ground 
and then allowing the body ot the man 
to slump down over it. 

Verse 6. Let the reader take notice 
that the Inspired writer te1l8 us that 
the armor bearer saw that 8aul was 
Mad. No one can see somethIng that 
does not exist. Yet the statement ot 
inspiration Is that the man saw that 
Saul was dead. 

Verse 6. The statement of Saul'. 
death Is again repeated, and In connec
tion with the death of the three sons 
of Saul. and his armorbearer. These 
facts w11l be useful in explaining some 
questions to come up in the next book. 

Verse 7. The death of Saul and his 
80nl caused such dismay among the 
israelites that they fled from the cltles 
of that section of the country. Then the 
PhiU8t1nes came and occupied those 
cities. 

Verse 8. After the day of battle the 
Ph1l1sttnes came to plunder the slain 
of their clothing and any other things 
of value to be found with them. In 
this actton they found Saul and his 
three sons among the fallen ones. 

Verse 9. The personal defeat of the 
king in battle would be a thing to 
cause great rejoicing among the vic
torious people. Therefore. the PhiUa
tines took the head of Saul and sent it 
and· the armor of his body among their 
people. The victory was published In 
the bouse of their gods, which was a 
signal that they were mightier than 
the one whom Saul worshipped. 

Verae 10. Ashtaroth was one of the 
female deities of those people and they 
had a temple erected for her worBhip. 
In this honae they placed the armor 
of Saul as a trophy of war. ClUes 
spoken of as fenced or walled meant 
the ones fortified. To fasten the body 
of the king of the Israelites to the 
wall of a oity supposed. to be prepared 
against the enemy would be a BOrt of 
"triumph," a gesture often resorted to 
in tho.ae days. 

Verse 11. Jabe9h·gllead waa a city 
east at the Jordan and opposite or the 
site of the tatal battle between the 
IsraeUtes and the PhtlisUnes. These 
inhabUan ts heard of the shameful 
treatment that had been accorded their 
fallen king and his sons. 

Verses 12. 18. It was a night's jour· 
ney from Jabesb·gUead to the place 
of the shameful treatment of Saul's 
body. The vaUant or brave men or 
the city made this journey and re
covered the bodies of Saul and bls 
sons. They brought them back with 
them to Jabesh. The text here says 
that they burnt the bodies. The same 
event is recorded in 2 Chr. 16: 14, but 
there it says they made a great burn· 
ing for them. Jer. 34: 6 speaks of 
burning odors for Zedekiah, and that 
Is the meaning of the language in the 
verse here. ThIs conclusion Is justlfted 
by the language in the last verse which 
says that the bones were buried under 
a tree. The fast or seven days was 
one of the formaUUes used in ancient 
Urnes in connection with periods of 
great grlet. 

2 SAMUELl 
VerBe 1. Chapter 30 of 1 Samuel 

gives the record of this slaughter, and 
It was going on while the IsraelItes 
were engaged with the Philistines in 
battle. Thfa verse brings us two days 
later, and David has returned to bis 
city. Zlklag. 

Verse 2. on the third day atter the 
battle came this man to David. The 
use of earth on the head and the rent 
clothes was a practice in the East. In· 
dicating great grief or anxiety. We 
shall learn that this man was pretend
Ing grief In this case. He also was 
feigning his respect for David when 
he fell to the earth. 

Verses 3, 4. Upon Inquiry, the young 
man related the fatal end of the battle 
between the IsraeUtes and PhiUsUnes. 
He stated that Saul and Jonathan were 
dead. The Inspired record says that 
Saul and all bis sons were dead. So 
there was something questionable about 
the report to begin with. 

Verses 6-7. Another Inquiry brought 
from the man hla story of Saul's call
ing on him as he "happened" to be 
passing. This word Is in itself a strong 
indication tbat something was wrong 
In the whole story. The battle was In 
Its decisive stage and very hot. It Is 
not rea.sonable to beUeve that a C8.l!lual 
passer-by could be thus engaaed. 
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Verse 8. This verse contains ODe 
consistent link tn the story. Saul did 
not want the uncircumcised PhlllsUnes 
to boast of his death (1 Sam. 31: 4), 
therefore he inquired the nationality 
of this young roan coming up. There 
Is a weak point, however, also in the 
story. He told Saul he was an Amalek
tte. and as such would be an uncir
cumcised man also; however. accord
ing to the narrative, Saul had no ob
jection to this person. 

Verse 9. It is possible tbis young 
roan was near enough to bear the 
conversation of Saul with his armor
bearer. for the pretended one between 
him and this man was about the same 
as the inspired record given us as 
ha vtng actually taken place. 

Verse 10. Critics of the Bihle have 
charged that a contradiction exists 
here; that this verse does not agree 
with the record In 1 Samuel 31: 4. 6. 
Certainly, the two accounts dtsagree. 
But one of the reports was made by 
the inspired writer and the other by 
this unauthorized Amalektte. It is not 
the first time that the word ' of inspira
tion has been contradicted. When a 
person is charged with a serious deed 
at evIl it is expected that some motive 
for such deed be indicated. There is 
plenty of motive in the case of this 
Amalekite. He knew that Saul was 
the personal enemy of David. and 
thought it would be a favor to him to 
receive the news of his death, first 
hand. And to show that his story was 
true he brought some trophies from 
his body. This is not a mere guess; 
Chapter 4: 10 sustains the conclusion. 
The thing the young man did not know 
was that David regarded Saul as the 
anointed king of God's people. and 
that no personal victory should be 
wished to be had over him. 

Verses 11, 12. Although Saul was 
the personal enemy of David. still he 
was engaged in battle against the 
Lord 's enemies and was killed therein. 
For this reason David and the men 
that were with him lamented greatly, 
and put on a fast for the rest of the 
day. 

Verses 13. 14. This additional in
quiry brought to David the nationality 
of the young man. Being an Amalek
ite he would not be in the regular 
enlistment at the army fighting against 
Saul, therefore, would have no right 
to attack the king as a soldier. The 
regard tor Saul as the Lord's anointed 
caused David to be aroused against 
the man. 

Verse 15. The natUral question bere 
might be, why did David have the 
right to order the slaying of this 
Amalektte? It should be remembered 
that while Saul was the anointed of 
the Lord, which means the one still 
in active service, yet David was the 
one anointed in prospect to take the 
place of Saul. (Chapter 16: 13.) This 
would make it right for him to execute 
this private for his unauthorized act. 

Verse 16. Blood be upon 1111/ head. 
This expression 1.s used in very numer
ous places in the Bible. It Is based on 
the Idea of guilt. The mere fact of 
shedding blood was not 111ega!. If a 
man committed murder, then he must 
have his blood shed in punishment. 
(Gen. 9: 6.) But when one sheds blood 
illegally, then another must shed his 
blood in execution, and that is the 
same as putting his gulIty blood on 
his own head, not on the bead of an 
innocent person. Please observe, David 
did not admit that the young man ac
tually had slain Saul. The act of slay
ing him was based on his own in
criminating testimony and David did 
not have to reject it. especially wben 
he took 80 mucb delight In reporting 
the said atrair. 

Verse 17. While Saul and his three 
SOM were slain, this lamentation was 
over him and one of the sons. It was 
because Saul was the Lord's anointed 
and Jonathan was the personal friend 
ot David. According to Strong, this 
kind or lamentation was a funeral 
dirge. accompanied by beating the 
breasts or instruments. 

Verse lB. The use 0/. These words 
are not in the original. The R. V. has 
"the song of." Either expression could 
be correct. The inspired writer said 
that David bade them to teach the use 
of the bow to the children of Judah. 
Whether it was a song about the bow, 
in memory of what It had meant to 
David and Jonathan, or that they were 
to perpetuate the use of the bow in 
honor of their friendship; either would 
harmon1ze with the facts. Jonathan 
had been successful in his use at the 
bow against the enemy. also it had 
been used as the token of friendship 
in the escape from Saul. (1 Sam. 14: 
45: 20; 35-40.) Boo1o 0' lasher. Smith's 
Bible Dictionary says this of the book: 
"It was probably written In verse; 
and it bas been conjectured that it 
was a collection of ancient records 
of honored men or noble deeds. It is 
wholly 10Bt." Occasionally the :inspired 
writers have referred to works of 
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literature iD circulation at the time. 
These books were ot no authority. but 
often explained and corroborated the 
inspired statements. Another instance 
of this was the statement of Paul in 
Acts 17: 28. And such use of "out
side readtng matter," gives us an ap
proved example of using works of un
inspired men today when they help to 
throw light on the statements of Holy 
Writ. 

Verse 19. It was no ordinary person 
who was sla1n. The king-the glory 
of Israel-was the one who tell. He 
fell from the highest place in the na
tion because he was king and there
fore a man in the highest place. 

Verse 20. Gath and Askelon were 
permanent cIties of the Philistines. 
The language is a poetic expressIon of 
regret. and a wish that tbe Bad news 
would not be scattered in these cities 
ot the enemy. David had slain the ' 
Amalekite for rejOicing In the down
fall of Saul and his son; for the same 
reason he shuddered at the thought ot 
the daughters of the uncircumcised 
getting joy at Saul's downtall. 

Verse 21. Since this Is a song and 
figurative picture of the awful situa
tion, David used terms that were not 
expected to have literal fulfillment. 
The speech of this verse 1s a poettc 
drawing of the humIliaUng condition 
over the beloved field, just as if nature 
itself was hanging its head in shame 
and refUSing to function. 

Verse 22. Jonathan and Saul were 
successful In their attacks upon the 
enemy. Even the mighty men among 
the enemy were not able to deprive 
them of l)rey. Naturally, we are to 
make an exception of their last battle 
in this statement at their success. 

Verse 23. The question arises as to 
how this could be said of them in vIew 
of the things at which we have been 
reading. Well, the military ol)erations 
of a man were the most outstanding 
ones of his 11te, especially the Ufe ot 
an oftlcial llke Saul. And those opera
tions, prominent though they were, did 
not actually occupy the major portion 
of their lives. Therefore, in sptte of 
the events of the closing years, it still 
leaves sufficient time and opportuntty' 
tor them to have been very congenial 
In their l)rivate Uves and during most 
of the years. It was llterally true that 
in their death they were Dot divIded. 
They had certainly been tlghting as 
comrades down to the very last, for 
they died together on the field of 
battle. 

Verse 24. Daughters <1/ Israel would 
reter to the women of the nation In 
general. Scarlet clothing with orna
ments of precIous metal had been l)ro
vided by the king. For that reason his 
death would mean a great l)ersonal 
loss to them and call for weeping. 

Verse 25. The high places was a 
term with the Bame significance as 
verse 19. 

Verse 26. When David was ready to 
express his deepest feeling, he re
stricted his speech to Jonathan. P(l.8'· 
my. There is no word in the original 
for this. The word 'tl)(")IH.d.erful, how
ever, is from an original, which is 
PALA. and defined, "8 primitive root; 
properly, perhaps, to separate, i.e. dis
tinguish (lttera1ly or figuratively); 
by implication, difficult, wonderful ."
Strong. The sentence means, the Jove 
of Jonatban was equal to that of 
women. The Jove of women is tender, 
personal, confiding, self-sacrificing, and 
clings to the object of the love amidst 
the most trying circumstances, and in. 
spite at all oppOSition from flesh and 
blood relations. 

Verse 27. This Bong of lamentation 
began and ended with the thought 
uppermost in the mind of David, the 
fa.ll of the glory In Israel. 

2 SAMUEL 2 
Verse 1. For some Ume David has 

been living in Zlklag, a city ot the 
Philistines that bad been given to him 
by Achtsh, king at the Philistines. 
That had been a sort of internment for 
him and his famlly and some personal 
friends, because of the fear the Ph1lts
tines had of having him in their army. 
Now the conditions have changed. 
Saul is dead , and the danger ot per
sonal violence to David from that 
source is gone. Perhaps now he should 
re-enter the territory of the Israelites. 
But the general state of affairs has 
been unsettled, and it was a question 
in his mind whether the way was Ol)en 
for him to venture forth. That is why 
he asked the Question written in tbis 
verse. In answer to his second Ques
tion David was told to go unto Hebron. 
This was a. noted place in Old Testa
ment times. It was the place where 
Abram dwelt after separating trom 
Lot. (Gen. 13: 18). It Is destined to 
be the home of David for a. number 
ot years. 

Verses 2, 3. He had his two wives 
with him, Ah1naam and Abigail, and 
his men. They were the six hundred 
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that were with him In Zlklag. (1 Sam. 
27: 2, 3). 

Verse •. We recall that David bad 
been anointed to be the next king over 
the ehUdren ot Isreal, atter Saul's 
reign ended. In the meantime the dis
turbed conditions coming up over 
Saul's wrong conduct bad somewhat 
blocked the way for him to ascend the 
throne completely. The tribe of Judah, 
however, recognized his right and 
anointed him to be king over them. 
Having performed this honor for him, 
they informed him ot the kindness 
sbown to Saul's body by the men of 
Jahesh·gUead. 

Verses 5, 6. David Bent a message 
ot appreciation and blessing to the 
men who bad showed respect to Saul 
by burying his body. Not only the 
blessing ot God was assured them. but 
he promised to return favors to them 
himself. 

Verse 7. It Is now necessary for 
them to take courage, seeing their 
master Is dead. Furthermore, the 
houae of Judah had anointed him king, 
which would indicate his opportunity 
for gtving them assistance In whatever 
righteous acts they attempted. 

Verse 8. Ner and Kisb were brothers. 
(1 Chr. 9: 36). Abner was the 80n of 
Ner and Saul was the son of Kish. (1 
Sam. 9: 1, 2). Therefore. Saul and 
Abner were first cousins, and Saul 
made Abner his commander-in-chief. 
And even after Saul was killed in 
battle, and David was the next lawful 
heir to the throne, Abner was set to 
continue the kingdom tn the Hoe of 
bis relation and former master. To 
do this he took Iah·bosheth. 8aul's son, 
and brought him over to Mahanaim. 
This was a city just east of the Jordan. 

Verse 9. From Mahanaim. Ish-bosheth 
ruled over the territory of Gilead, a 
large territory eaet of the Jordan. The 
other towns mentioned in this verse 
wefe west of the Jordan. But he ruled 
over larger sections of the country, 
for specifiC menUon is made of the 
tribes ot Ephraim and Benjamin, then 
of aU Israel. This means that only 
the tribe ot Judab recognized David at 
this Ume. 

Verse 10. Ish·bosheth was the young· 
est son of Saut, but all of his brothers 
were dead, therefore, he would have 
been the rightful person to reign had 
not the Lord determined to take the 
kingdom away from his father's house 
and give It to David. Because of this 
pl8:U of God, we Plust consider th18 

reign ot Ish·bosheth as ODe of uaurpa.. 
tiOD. He was strengthened for h1B 
aetton by Abner, the captain of the 
host under Saul. As long as be 
thought he could. he "pulled" tor the 
only remaining son of his master. We 
shall learn, however, that the two
yean' reign ot this usurper was ruled 
with unrest and the final overthrow 
of his supporter. 

Verse 11. Notwithstanding the chang· 
ing scenes in the opposition. David 
continued to bave Hebron as his of· 
ficial headquarters tor seven years and 
8ix months. He did not move it to 
Jerusalem until the opposition had 
been removed and all ot the tribes 
were ready to recognize him as king. 

Verses 12, 13. Abner wa.a the com· 
mander·in-chtef of Saul's forees. and 
Joab came Into the same rank of 
service under David. As might be ex· 
pected, these two were rivals. Wlth 
a group of men each. they eame to 
Gibeon and sat down on opposite sides 
at the pool at that place. 

Verse U. A contest was proposed 
by Abner to be acted on by men from 
each group. The word play is from 
8ACHAQ. and deftned, "A primitive root: 
to laugh (in pleasure or detraction); 
by impUcation, to play/'-Strong. The 
word has been rendered in the A. V. by 
deride, have in deriSion, laugh. make 
merry, mock, play, rejoice, laugh to 
scorn, be in sport. It 1s the word for 
"sport" In Judg. 16: 25, where Samson 
was called to make sport for the Ph1l1s
tines. The statement under considera· 
tion here means that the young men 
were to act or perform, io physical 
contest. before their respective mas
ters. The implied purpose of the con· 
test was to deetde the issues between 
the house of Saul a.od the bouse of 
David. Joab agreed to the proposition. 

Verses 15, 16. Twelve men on each 
side engaged In the contest, man 
against man; forming twelve duels. 
The result was the mutual destruction 
of the duelists. The 24 men all died. 

Verse 17. It would appear from the 
report ot the contest just ended that 
nothing deci8ive was accomplished. 
The moral effect however, wae great. 
for it weakened the forces of Abner 
and they were beaten by the servants 
of David. 

Verse 18. Among the men witb Joab 
at thi8 time were his two brothers, 
Ablshal and A.babel. The roe Is an· 
other name for roebuck. It waa & 
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8V8cies ot antelope, an animal that 
was very swift on toot. 

Verse 19. These brothers took up 
the support of David against the house 
of Saul. Abner had tied atter the atrair 
of the twelve duels, and ABahel pur
sued him, not stopping nor turning out 
of the path of the pursuit one way or 
the other. 

Verses 20. 21. Abner pretended to 
tl1ink ABabel only wished to procure 
his armor, and, in order to detract 
him trom bis real purpose, suggested 
that be turn aside and take the Armor 
from ODe of the young men. But 
ABabel did not have the purpose in 
mind, therefore be continued his pur
Butt of Abner. 

Verse 22. It Is evident that Abner 
did not wish to slay Asabel. because 
of his respect for his brother Joab. 
notwithstanding the feud between 
them, but to stop his pursuit he 
threatened to slay bim. 

Verse 23. The two were very near 
finally in the cbase, so that Abner 
made a. sort of backward stroke with 
the spear In bis hand and smote 
Asabel. Filth rib. The second word 
has no original In the text. But 
the first one Is tram CHOMESU, and 
meana lithe abdomen." The spear was 
an , ortensive weapon and used for 
castlng or throwing. It was the largest 
form of that clasa of weapons. A.bner 
could thus 80 use it as here deseribed 
as ABabel was In such close pursutt. 
It went through hIs body and came 
out at his back. His death was Imme· 
dlate and he was permitted to l1e there 
tor a time. 

Verse 24. It would be natural for 
J oab and Abishai, brothers to A.eahel. 
to go after Abner atter he had 8;lain 
ABabel. They did not overtake him 
personally, but reached a spot called 
"h1l1 ,ot Ammahu near Glbeon. It was 
evening when they arrived there. 

Verse 25. Saul was of the tribe ot 
Benjamin, therefore these Benjamltes 
formed a troop ot themselves under 
Abner and came to the top of thl. hilI. 

Verse 26. ,The two groups were in 
speaking distance of each other. Abner 
then called to Joab Bnd intimated that 
unless he ordered his men to cease 
their pursuIng ot their brethren, the 
sword would brIng them to a bitter 
end. 

Verse 27. This must be understood 
in the light at v. 14. It 18 118 II Joab 
said, "'You are the one who started 
this, when you euglested that the 

young men arise and play before us. 
Had it not been tor that. the young 
men with me would have returned 
trom the chase in the morning." The 
words CU GOd liveth mean, as Burely 
as that God lives. 

Verse 28. While Joab charges Abner 
with being the cause ot the conflict, 
yet he was willing to discontinue it. 
Therefore, he blew a trumpet as a 
means of giving orders to bis men, 
and they ceased their activities. 

Verse 29. After the dtlllculty waa 
over, Abner and his men walked aU 
night and came to Mahanaim, the 
headquarters that had been established 
tor Ish·oosheth. 

Verse 30. Joab likewise returned 
(to Hebron) and gathered hi. people 
together. When this was done, it was 
discovered that 19 ot hIs men were 
missing, besides Asahe!. 

Verso 31. The 108s sustained by 
David in this skirmish was Ught con· 
sidering the number ot slain on the 
other 81de. Thore were 360 ot the Ben· 
jamites cut down, whIch means that 
the supporters of Saul'e house suttered 
that 1088, Saul being of Benjamin. 

Verse 32. Before returning to He-
bron as mentioned in v. 30, Joab and 
hIs men gave the body at Asahel re
spectful burial, in the sepulchre ot 
his tather. It was then morning by 
the time .they arrived at Hebron. 

2 SAMUEL 3 
Verse 1. . David was the rightful 

king, but Abner's attachment to the 
house at Saul caused him to hold out 
for Ish-bosheth, son ot Saul, as long 
as po88lble. The contest finally began 
to prove one-sided, and the house ot 
David was gainIng. 

Verses 2-5. Plurality at wives was 
suffered in those daYB. That is why 
it i8 common to read such familY 
records as this. When the sons of a 
prominent man are named, their r~ 
spective mothers will be named also. 
The two olltstanding eons mentioned 
in this group are Amnon and Absalom. 
They are mentioned in that way here 
because at their connection with the 
bitter teud that atterwards came be· 
tween Absalom and hla tather. Some 
special interest may be had in Adonl· 
jah also on account ot his attempt to 
obtatn the kingdom after his tather. 

Verse 6. As long as there appeared 
any chance of winning. Abner made 
strong ettorts In the war on behalf ot 
the house of Saul and against David. 
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In spite of these etrorts, however, his 
side of the cantliet began to weaken 
as was stated in v. 1. 

Verse 7. For some reason unknown 
to UB, the name of IB","bo~heth is not 
in the original text here. But we know 
he is the one meant because the other 
sons of Saul were dead at this time. 
Also, in the following verse the name 
is In the original, in direct connection 
with the same conversation. Rizpah 
was concubine to Saul and mother of 
two SOllS, (chapter 21: 8.) Mention 
was made In chapter 2: 10 of Isb
bosheth being the youngest son of 
Saul. That must be understood as 
applying to the sons In Une as heirs 
to the throne. A concubine was a legal 
wile as far as moral consideration 
went. but she was not entitled to the 
same property and other rights. There
fore. in mentioning the sons of Saul, 
as klng, the sons of his Une only 
would be considered. Now Saul was 
dead at the time at' this verse. We do 
not know what were all the circum
sta.nces connected with this affair be
tween Abner and the concubine. Abner 
did not directly deny the charge, but 
Implied that there was no tault or sin 
committed. We do not knOW whether 
he meant to deny any act of intimacy, 
or that any sin was committed in the 
acL Whatever was the true state of 
the case. Abner was very angry. It is 
possible that he "saw the handwriting" 
as to the futUre success of his con· 
tention against the house of David, 
and was wanting a "face·saving" pre· 
text for changing his position. Such 
a thought is suggested by the facts 
stated in v. 1. 

Verse 8. A part of Strong's defini· 
tion of dog Is. "a male prostitute." 
Abner asked him 1f he had such a low 
estimate of him that he might be com· 
pared to a male prostitute, in that he 
was intimate with the concubine of 
his master. Most of the verse recounts 
the services he has been rendering to 
Isb·bosheth on behalf of his father's 
cause. He has been kind to this son of 
Saul and has been acting against 
Judab, the domain of David, when it 
bas been in his power to deliver him 
into the hand of David. The substance 
of the verse Is an accusation against 
Ish·bosheth ot gross ingratitude. 

Verse 9. So do God to Almer means 
that God may do to Abner what is due 
Isb·bosheth. Abner would have ex
pected such a fate were It not for the 
fact that he Is going to cooperate with 
God in carrying out the oath sworn to 

David. This Is what he meant by the 
word except. That God would do this 
except. that is, were it not tha.t I wiIl 
do as God wants to have done, accord· 
ing to bis oath to David. 

Verse 10. In keeping with the oath 
mentioned in the preceding verse, 
Abner now threatened Ish·bosheth with 
the loss at his kingdom, by having it 
translated or transferred to David. 
Dan to Beer-sheba. These clUes were 
at the northern and southern Umits of 
the land of Palestine, and this Use of 
the names came to be a figurative wa.y 
of referring to the whole land. 

Verse 11. Had the accusation that 
was made against Abner been untrue, 
it would have been an easy thing to 
have recalled it and apologized. On 
the other hand, had there been good 
evidence ot its truth. Ishboshetb could 
easily have produced it; therefore, we 
are st111 left with some uncertainty on 
that pOint. But whether true .or false, 
the threat made about the kingdom 
filled Ishbosheth with awe and ren
dered him speechless. 

Verse 12. Abner now began to carry 
out his plan to translate the kingdom 
by otrering to David a proposal of ·a 
league. He promised to bring all Israel 
to David as a condition of the league. 

Verse 13. In 1 Sam. 25: 44 we learn 
that Saul had given his daughter 
Michal, who was David's wife, to 
Phaltiel. Saul's motive for it was evi· 
dent, because she had previously shown 
her love for David. (I Sam. 18: 28; 
19: 12·17,) Upon the propOSition of 
Abner, David saw an opportunity for 
recovering his stolen wife. He made 
that a condition for favoring the offer 
of Abner. 

Verse 14. David accompanied his 
demand upon Abner with a Uke one 
Upon Ishbosheth, _ the usurper of the 
throne left vacant by the death of 
Saul. In this demand Da vld referred 
to the bargain by which he had pro· 
cured Michal from her father. 

Verses 15, 16. Ish-hosheth was in a 
position to do as David requested. and 
did so. At first thought we may feel 
sorry for the husband. Then, since 
the receiver ot "stolen goods" Is con
sidered as guilty_ as the thief. our 
Bympathy weakens. 

Verses 17, 18. True to his agree
ment, Abner began contacting the 
leaders of Israel by reminding them 
of their former friendship for David, 
and of their desire -for him to be their 
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king. The way Is now open tor them 
to have their wish it they will act. 

Verse 19. The tribe ot Benjamin dId 
not adhere to David in the matter ot' 
Ishbosheth, for he was of that tribe. 
Yet, the term "Israel" as it is used 
here, and in many other places later 
in the BIble, means the tribes exclu~ 
sive ot Benjamin and Judah. 

Verse 20. WIth a group of twenty 
men, Abner came to David at Hebron, 
evidently to close up the negotiations 
for the league proposed between them. 
They were received with some form
allty and David made a feast for them. 

Verse 21. The agreement was now 
made orally, and Abner saId he would 
go and gather together all Israel, to 
the end that a league between them 
and David could be made. With this 
understanding. David sent Abner away 
in peace, which means that they parted 
as friends in the same sense as peoDle 
who have been at war w1U come to
gether as friends. 

Verses 22, 23. While these conver
sattons were going on between David 
and Abner, Joab and the servants of 
David were away Dursulng a troop, 
They returned with the spolls at their 
conquest, and learned about the trans-
actions between David and Abner; that 
although the latter had been opposing 
David, now he is being treated as a 
friend, 

Verses 24, 25. Joab complained to 
David because of what he had done. 
He represented Abner tn the role of 
a spy. and intimated that David should 
have taken him in hand while he had 
the opportunity. 

Verse 26. Unknown to David, Joab 
sent messengers who overtook Abner 
at a place called the well of Sirah, not 
far north of Hebron. They brought 
him back to Hebron, 

Verse 27. QUietly. This is from a 
word that means Drlvacy, Joab pre
tended that he bad some private mes
sage to give him. Fifth, rib. This 
means the abdomen. The reason he 
assigns for this murder Is different 
from what he said to David. He there 
made it aDpear as if be thought Abner 
was a spy. now he says it was for the 
slaying at' his brother. The fact is, be 
considered hlJn as his personal rival 
for honor and took this means for re
moving him. 

Verse 28, When David heard of the 
death of Abner he disclaimed all ap
proval of the act. either on behalf ot 
hlmself or the kingdom, 

Verse 29. David placed the blame 
for Abner's death on Joab and called 
for the punishment to fal] on him and 
his father's house. Let there not fail 
meant that there was never to be a 
time when the following misfortunes 
would not be present in his posterity. 
There was always to be Bome one with 
an issue (running sore), or Jeaning 
on a staff (meaning that he would be 
infirm), or faU by the sword. or lack 
bread. 

Verse 30. We know from the ac
count of the slaying of Abner that 
Abishat did not have any direct hand 
in the act; moreover, David mentions 
only Joab in his curse in v, 29, And 
yet it is the inspired writer who tells 
us that Joab and AbJshai were guilty 
of the bloodshed. This must be under
stood on the principle that persons 
who are interested in, or approve of, 
an act are to be considered as par
takers of it. 

Verse 31, David directed Joab to 
:participate in the tuneral rites for 
Abner, The king personally followed 
the bier, or litter. 

Verse . 32. This mourning at the 
grave of Abner was a form of bUrial 
ceremony, and showed that Borne for
malitles were practiced in the dis
posal of the body tn that day. 

Verses 33, 34. This Daragraph means 
that Abner was a brave man. but did 
not have a fatr chance. He bad not 
been handled as a man would be by 
dignified officers, who would put him 
in chains in a legal way; instead, he 
had been the victim ot foul play. 

Verse 35. So deep was David's grief 
for Abner that be fasted tor the day, 
in spite at' the fact hIs frIends urged 
him to eat. 

Verse 36, The people did not persist 
in their attempt to get David to eat. 
But wben they realized hIs Dian was 
to observe a fast of mourning they 
took a favorable attitude toward It. 
on the general basis that whatever the 
king did was proper. 

Verse 37. There was evidence that 
David dId not approve of the slaying 
of Abner, even though he was or had 
been his personal opponent. But it 
bad been demonstrated all along that 
David wanted all thIngs to be done in 
the regular and lawful manner. 

Verse 38. This verse gives a favorite 
statement, often used tOday at the 
death ot some very important man in 
the chUrch or the state, 
V~rse 39. The w(trd 7UJ.r4 mealJ,s ,e-
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verB. These men were too severe, and 
their actlona caused David to feel de
pressed or downcast. 

2 SAMUEL 4 
Ve ..... 1·3. Although Abner had re

versed his support of Ish·b08hetb, the 
news of his death came as a sbock. 
Abner had been in the services of 
Saul for 80me time and hie death. 
especially In such an unlawful manner, 
caused Ishbosheth to be grieved. The 
death of Abner, and the revolution 
coming in the house of 8au1, caused 
much unrest among the Iara.eUtea. 

Verse 4. The writer goes back sev
eral years to eXplain the present physi
cal condition of Mephlbosbeth, the Bon 
of Jonathan. This dlsab1l1ty wJU ac
count tor the comparative obscurity 
that surrounded this belr In the Une 
of Saul, untll the gratitude of David 
later brought him to view again. 
(chapter 9: 1, 13.) 

Verses 5, 6. These two men are 
mentioned in v. 2. They thought it 
would be a praiseworthy deed It they 
destroyed as many as possible of the 
remaining seed at Saul, now that his 
cause has lost out in favor of David. 
And they made the mistake ot think
ing it would be acceptable to accom
plish tbls deed by .. talr meana or 
foul." · Ish-boshetb was already weak
ened and discouraged at the news at 
his father's death (v. 1), and now 
these murderers pretended they were 
coming to bring him some food. They 
came into his house while he was 
taking his noon rest In bed, and slew 
him by thrusting him through the 
abdomen. 

VerBe 7. These are further det&l1s 
of the murder and mutUation of this 
son at Saul. No man can be killed 
more than once. but the writer wishes 
us to have the full torce ot the vicious 
attitude at these former captains at 
Saul. The word tor .m.ote means to 
strike. without necesaarlly causing 
death. So these men smote lsh·boeheth, 
then thrust him through the abdomen. 
then severed his head from his body, 
then tied with the multllated part. 
Since their ma.ster's house has been 
defeated. they want to be on the "win
ning side" by pretending to sympathize 
with the winner. 

Verse 8. The idea these men had 
was that David would take it as a 
personal tavor to have the head at 
this remaining heir to Saul's throne. 
The potnt In their speech that sets out 
what they thought would win the ap-

proval of David 18 expressed by the 
words, thtne enemll. But they seemed 
not to know the spirit of DaVid. He 
had always respected the lawful prin
ciples involved in any controversy, and 
bad not wanted even Saul to be 
treated in any unmanly way. He 
therefore would not approve ot any 
cowardly mi-streatment of bis family. 
especially when those members were 
righteous and harmless. 

Verse 9. .4. tne Lord IIvet". This 
was a mUd form of vow or oath. It 
meant that, as surely as the Lord 
Uves, the things that wUl be said soon 
will be the truth. 

Verse 10. The original account at 
this inCident Is In Chapter 1. The 
language here ignores the entire claim 
of the Amalekite for the slaying of 
Saul. The thing that aroused David 
was his attitude ot pleasure at the 
death of Saul. Had the story he told 
been true, it would sUll have left the 
guUt of unlawful actton upon him; 
therefore. whether true or false, the 
fact that he found pleasure in an un. 
lawful act rendered him guilty. 

Verse 11. To take pleasure in the 
death of Saul. as manifested by the 
Amaleklte, was wrong, regardless at 
the tact that Saul had become sinful 
In his conduct as king. Then how 
much more wrong it Is to find such 
pleasure at the death of a righteous 
man! And still more especially. when 
this death was caused by wicked men 
who took advantage of their victim. 
For such a deed these men deserved to 
be taken away in their own blood. 
guUtlness. 

Verse 12. David did not make the 
execution personally, but called upon 
the young men whom he had In hIs 
employ to do the work. The bodIes 
of the two murderers were mutilated, 
but not in as disgra.ceful a manner as 
they had done to Ish~bosheth. The 
mutilated parts were put up In a 
pub1!c place, whIle the head or their 
victim was given honorable burial. 

2 SAMUEL 5 
Verses I , 2. The sincerIty ot these 

people might well be questioned. Not 
that they did not state the truth con
cerning the record at past conditions. 
for they dId ; but the question that 
may be asked. Is, why had they not 
recognized the right or David to be 
kIng instead of tollowing the !!!Ion at 
Saul. However. It Js so evident DOW 
that David will be the recognIzed ruler 
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that about all of the forces wlll want 
to serve him. 

Verse 3, These elders of Israel were 
the leadIng men of the tribes and were 
In a position to represent tbe people. 
They anointed David king over Israel. 
This did not mean that he had never 
been anointed before. for we know that 
Samuel had done that. The thought Is, 
they took that means of formally recog
nizing him as their ktng. 

Verse 4. This short verse Is lnfor
maUve In that it gives U8 the enUre 
age of David, and the portion of his 
life which be spent as king. It will 
be understood that it Is a statement 
made by the inspired writer in advance 
of the actual years of his Ufe. At the 
present time David Is 37. 

Verse 5. This tabulates the places 
and diviSions of David's ' reign. The 7 
years of his reign whtle in Hebron In· 
cluded only the tribe ot Judah, be· 
cause at that time the other tribes 
.were following Abner tn the attempt 
to preserve the kingdom ot Saul. 

Verse 6. Jerusalem Is to be the capi
tal city of the Israelite Dation here
arter. Now that David Is approaching 
tt to take rightful posses8ion as king, 
he finds a group at people oceupylng 
it called JebuBttes. They have been 
there for centuries. It Is to be ex
pected that they w1ll object to David's 
entrance into the city as it will mean 
their ejection. But tbey make a sort 
of otter of admitting him to the city, 
and place it on the condition that be 
was to remove such condttlons among 
the people 8S bltndnes8 and other 
physical dtsabll1ty. The text 8ays 
thinking, David could not come in. 
The margin renders It "saying," and 
the lexicon gives the same. Either 
would be correct. The inspired writer 
would know what they were thinking, 
even thougb they had not expressed 
themselves In words. The situation 
shows that they counted on the gener
osity of David to permit them to re
main undisturbed, and yet that would 
constitute a bar against his entering 
into the city accordtng to their arbt
trary sttpulation. 

Verse 7. The chronological place tor 
this verse is after v. 8, and is intro
duced here as a conclusion to the 
events of v. 6. Zion was a fortification 
in the southwest part of the city. David 
took it and it became his headquarters. 
It also came to be called the city of 
David and will figure often and with 
importance in the history. 

Verse 8. After the Jebusitea made 
the challenge-Uke stipulation men, 
tloned tn v. 6, David disdained attack· 
ing them personally. Instead, he called 
upon hls service men to make the at
tack. He .hall be chiel aM captain. 
These words are not in the ortginal, 
and have been ignored in the R. V. 
The statement of DaVid was really an 
instruction to his men as to how and 
where to make the attack. Hated. This 
means that David hated them in the 
sense of their being his enemies' re
garding his lawful authority there. The 
The word wherefore 18 rendered in the 
margin as "because," The last part of 
the verse would properly be constructed 
to read, "Because they said, that on 
account of the bUnd and lame, David 
will not be able to eDter the city." 
And we should understand them to 
have in mind the stipulation which 
these persons had made (without any 
authority) to David. The thing that 
was overlooked was the fact that 
David never accepted the condttion, 
therefore, it would not constitute any 
barrier to his entrance. 

Verse 9. Millo was a rampart sur
rounding this hm called Zion. It had 
existed before the time we have been 
studying about, but had fallen some
what in decay. David now repaired it. 
As it surrounded the h1l1 we can 
understand the words bere, "from 
Millo and inward." 

Verse 10. Most or the opposition 
that had come from the house of Saul 
was now removed, and David grew in 
influence and favor of God and man. 

Verses 11, 12. Tyre was a small, but 
important kingdom bordering on the 
Mediterranean Sea. That Is, Tyre was 
a principal city of the kingdom known 
as Phoenicia. Thll kingdom was on 
friendly terms with Ilrael at tbis time 
and the king, Hiram, showed his 
friendship by furnishing materials tor 
a house to be occupIed by the KIng of 
Israel. This act of frJendshlp on the 
part of a neighboring power, together 
with other favorable conditions, as
sured David that hts kingdom was 
destined to be a great power. 

Verses 13-16. The chtef interest we 
ba ve in this paragraph 1s connected 
with two ot the SODS of David, Nathan 
and Solomon. They were full brothers, 
being sons of David by Bathsheba, ac
cording to 1 Chr. S: 6. One of the im' 
portant facts regardIng these full 
brothers was that each was an ances. 
tor or Christ. (Matt. 1: 6; Luke 3: 31). 

Verse 17. The old enemies of the 
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Israelites, the Philistines, heard of the 
coming into power of David, the suo~ 
cessor to Saul, and came up to seek 
him. That word is trom an original 
that meaDS to search out or spy on. 
Upon hearing of it. David went into 
hts hold, which means his fort within 
Millo. 

Verse 18. The valley of Rephaim 
was not far from Jerusalem, and the 
Phllistines encamped in great numbers 
in this place, thuB forming a menace 
to David. 

Verse 19. David inquired for advice 
abOll t attacking them. He was told to 
do so, and that he wouJd be victorious 
over the enemy. 

Verse 20. Baa)·perazim was a spot 
within the valley mentioned above. At 
tbls place David joined the battIe with 
the PhUistines and defeated them. He 
gave the Lord the glory for this vic
torY. 

Verse 21. The heathen peoples of 
that age and country worshipped small 
gods that they carried with them. In 
this battle they had to leave these 
images, and David and his men dis
posed ot them, that Is, they took 
charge of them. The word burned is 
tram NASA and defined 1n the margin 
"took them away." The lexicon agrees 
with it. tor Strong deDnes the word, 
"to lift." It has been rendered in the 
A. V. by bear 156 times, carry 25, lift 
137, and many others. They were taken 
as spoils ot war, and valued on account 
of the precious metals and other use
ful materials of which they were made. 

Verses 22.25. The Philistines were 
Dot willing yet to give up the confl.1ct, 
and came up again and occupied a 
posiUon similar to the previous one. 
David inquired it he should again 
make an attack directly as betore. God 
told him not to do that, but to make a 
semicircle and come up behind them. 
There is Borne uncertainty with the 
dictionaries as to the meaning of the 
name for these trees. What is pretty 
certain is that the leaves at the trees 
were very sensitive to the slightest 
breeze, and God decided to use the 
method described to'notity David when 
to make the attack. It is another in
stance that should remind us of Heb. 
1: 1. The battle was again successful 
for the Israelites, and the slaughter ot 
the Ph1l1stines extended from Geba to 
Gazer, which were towns in this area 
comprehended by the valley ot Rep. 
haim. 

2 SAMUEL 6 
Verse 1. The word chosen means the 

select rank from the standpoint of 
usefulness in general, not especially 
from the standpoint of war. The ser
vice at hand was not one that neces
sarily called for milttary operations; 
it had to do with the ark. 

Verse 2. Baale 1s the same as 
Kirjath-jearim, the place where the 
ark has been for some time. (1 Sam. 
7: 2). David was at Jerusalem, and 
the statement means that he took 
these cbosen men with him and went 
to Baale, and from there went to bring 
up (to Jerusalem) the ark. This verSe 
is another link in the chain of the ark, 
and the reference should be made to 
v. 11. The two cherublms were on tbe 
ark and the Lord's name was repre
sented between these images at the 
service of the high priest. 

Verse 3. Ex. 25: 14, 15, shows that 
the ark was to be carried by hand, and 
the staves were provided for that pur
pose; theretore it was unlawful to 
place it on a cart to be moved. In 
moving the sacred vessel in this way 
a great danger at experiencing the 
wrath ot God was present. 

Verse 4. The antecedent at it is the 
cart, last word in v. 3. It is stated 
that it accompanied ("with" in the 
margin) the ark. One of the men, 
Ahio, went before the ark. That indi
cates that the other man, Uzz.ab, 
walked beside it. 

Verse 5. David is known to students 
of the Bible as the great musician. As 
the ark was being borne along to the 
resting place provided, he was cele
brating the occasion with these in
struments. 

Verse 6. It is a common idea. that 
Uzzah was punished tor touching the 
ark, he not being a priest; it is an 
erroneous idea, for no one was per
mitted to toucb it. (Num. 4: 15). The 
staves were to be used for moving it. 
Uzzah was cut down tor tbe simple 
act ot touching the sacred vessel. A 
~ood motive Is frequently offered to 
justify somethIng that Is otherwise 
questionable. This affair about Uzzah 
shows such reasoning to be wrong. 
The oxen "stumbled" (margtnal read. 
ing) and the ark seemed to be In 
danger ot being damaged, which would 
have been a tragedy. Notwithstanding, 
it was a sin to touch it. 

Verse 7. The word anger is a proper 
translation. one definition in the lexi
con tor the original js "ire." The mar. 
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gin gives "rashness" for error, and 
the lexicon supports the rendition. 
Uzzah was prompted by his interest 
in the ark, and failed to consider what 
it would mean to touch it. His death 
by it proves that the presence of a 
sacred object will not protect one in 
a. sinful act, 

Verse 8. The word displeased is 
from the same original as grieved in 
1 Sam. 15: 11, and breach is defined "a 
break, literal or figurative,"-Strong. 
David was grieved because God had 
broken his favor toward Uzzah. 

Verses 9, 10. David was overawed 
by the death of Uzzab, and hesitated 
about bringing the ark to his own 
headquarters in Jerusalem. Instead, 
he took it to the house of Obed-edom. 
It is significant that it was carried, 
which was the lawful manner for 
moving it. 

Verse 11. This is another link in 
the chain of the ark. The reference is 
to v. 12. Obed-edom was a Levite and 
a friend of the Lord's people. The ark 
was in his house three months and 
treated with respect; as a result, the 
blessing ot God came to him. 

Verse 12. At this place make a refer· 
ence to v. 17 for the ark. After three 
months, during which time the ark 
was 'in the house of this Levite, David 
went to complete his original purpose 
to bring it to Jerusalem. 

Verse 13. This procession was one 
accompanied with joyfulness, and the 
gratitude of David was expressed by 
sacrificing oxen and other animals. 

Verse 14. Dancing was practiced by 
men and women in old Urnes as an 
expression of joy and gladness. There 
is no evidence, however, that the sexes 
danced together. An ephod was a 
girdle, similar to an article worn by 
the. priests. David was wearing the 
ordinary loose skirt common to the 
men of that age, and the only thing 
to hold it down and near the body 
was this ephod. 

Verse 15. The procession with the 
ark continued, accompanied with shouts 
and other exhibitions of gladness. 

Verse 16. The action of dancing in 
the kind of garment David wore caused 
some exposure. Michal saw this and 
despised. him in her heart. The word 
means she held him in low esteem. 

Verse 17. This is another link in the 
chain for the ark, and the reference is 
to 15: 24. The tabernaoZe was a tent 
which David had provided for the 
housing of the ark. It was pitched in 

that part at Jerusalem called Zion. 
(1 Chr. 16: 1; 1 KI. 8: 1.) The taber· 
nacle that Moses built had been cap
tured by the Philistines (1 Sam. 4), 
and was now at Gibeon. (1 Chr. 21: 
29.) The ark, however. had been res
cued by the Israelites, but had no 
satisfactory place of shelter; David. 
therefore, had provided this tent. 

Verses 18. 19. When the ceremonies 
for the ark were over, David pro
nounced a blessing on the people. It 
would come from God. Then he be
stowed personal favors on them in the 
form of the necessities of' life. After 
this they returned to their homes. 

Verse 20. The kindly feeling of 
David for his household would have 
been shown next. but Michal gave him 
an unfavorable greeting. The form of 
speech which she used is called irony. 

. We know not whether she was ac
tually humilated by his conduct be
fore the maidens, or was jealous of 
his apparent happiness in their midst. 
We are certain, however, that her atti
tude was wrong with regard to David. 

Verse 21. This means his dancing 
was before the Lora, and not with any 
regard for the maidens present. He 
put a "sting" in his speech by saying 
the Lord had chosen him before her 
father. The first word is not in the 
original, but the context justifies its 
use. It does not mean before in point 
of time. for that would not have been 
true. It means that David was re
garded higher than Saul, and more 
worthy of being king over Israel. (1 
Sam. 13: 14.) For that reason he 
would play (joyously perform) before 
the Lord. 

Verse 22. Vile and base do not mean 
bad morally. Michal had accused him 
of abasing himself betore the maidens. 
His meaning is, if playing before the 
Lord constituted baseness, then he 
would do more of it; and his actions 
would be so evidently justified that he 
would be approved by these very 
maidens whom she represented as 
being displeased. Such a result would 
prove them to be more deserving of 
his regard than his wife would be. 

Verse 23. Because of this behaviour 
of Michal, David did not cohabit with 
her afterward. Had. 'IUJ child means 
that she had none after this. The 
statement has no bearing on the ques
tion as to whether she had borne chil
dren previously. 
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2 SAMUEL 7 
Verse 1. This rest from hie enemies 

meaDS only a lull in war activities: 
David wllI have many battles to wage, 

Verse 2. We sbould dlstlngulsb be
tween Nathan the prophet and Da,vld's 
son with the same name. From Samuel 
onward there was almost always a 
notional propbet (Acts 3: 24) wbo 
sorved 88 an Inspired teacher or Inter
preter ot the law. David was con. 
earned about the disregard for the 
ark. He was Hving in a home made 
at cedar (5: 11), wblle tbe ark bad 
nothing better than curtains (tent Ch. 
6: 17). 

VerBe 3. This assurance was given 
because of the general Idea that God 
favored David, not that Nathan had as 
yet inspired Informatton all. the sub
Ject at hand. 

Verse 4. That night the Lord spoke 
to Nathan. Prophets and other special 
spokesmen ot God were inspired only 
when there was something for them 
to speak or write. Now, the Lord bad 
a message to give DavId by Nathan. 

Verses 5, 6. This paragraph indio 
cates that David was more concerned 
than God about a house tor Him. 

Verse 7. The same Idea is continued. 
The Lord bas not compl&1ned about 
not baving a bouse, why should David 
be 80 concerned? 

Verse 8. The hUmble background at 
David's Ute, tollowed by his exaltation 
to the throne of Israel, is the subject 
of this paragraph. 

Verses 9, 10. God assured David at 
continued favor tor himself and the 
people. Furthermore, he was given the 
promise that the people of bls king
dom would some day have a place of 
relief, and not be atrlicted by their 
enemies as before. 

Verse 11. The pronoun thee is vari
ously related as to antecedents. The 
first instance refers to Israel, the 
second to David personally, and the 
third to him and the people combined. 

Vorse 12. This promise of the per
petuity at his kingdom was to be ful
filled through his own son, 

Verse 13. There was no wrong in 
the idea of a house, tor DavId's son 
was to be permitted to bund one, and 
his kIngdom was to be established lor 
ever, or age-lasting. 

Verse 14. This punishment with tM 
roa 01 men was tuUlIled in 1 K1. 11: 
14, and in other similar instances. 

Verae 15. Soul waa finally rejected 
and illlored completely, and suffered 
to come to a violent deatb (1 Sam. 28: 
6; 31: 6)' wblle Solomon enjoyed the 
leniency ot God, even after hl& many 
sin •. (1 Kt. 11; 13, 39.) 

Verses 16, 17. Saul waa ot the tribe 
of Benjamin. Because of his ains, the 
throne was not only taken out of his 
tamlly, but trom hia tribe. David was 
ot the tribe at Judah, and a. long as 
the kingdom existed, ita kings were 
from that tribe. 

Verae 18. These promises deeply 
affected David, and he entered the tent 
containing the ark and spoke to the 
Lord about his feelings. 

Verse 19. The thing that especially 
impressed him was God's assurance tor 
hla house in the distant future. 

Verses 20, 21. A sense ot his in. 
ab1llty tully to expreSB himself was 
admitted. He then relted on the Lord's 
power to read the mind, and to see 
the regard therein existing for the 
divine purposes. 

Verse 22. Not only did David con~ 
tess that God is great, but also that he 
Is without an equal. 

Verse 23. God ia great as a divine 
individual, but bla people alao Is 
great. The greatness of this people 
was due to the might of Gad as demo 
onstrated in the redemption of it from 
another strong nation. This was done 
In spite of the heathen gods. 

Verse 24. This recognizes the tul. 
fillment ot the promise roa.de to Abra~ 
ham in Gen. 12: 2. 

Verse 25. This is not a doubt at 
God's faithfulness; it is a form of ex
pression JUBt the opposite. It means 
that DaVid tully expected God to carry 
out his covenant 

Verse 26. In those days of rival 
gods, it was signIficant that Israel was 
ruled by the Lord of hosts. Before 
such a God, David wished his house to 
be estabUshed. 

Verse 27. God's promise to build a 
house tor DaVid's people encOuraged 
him to offer this prayer. 

Verses 28, 29. It Is interesting to 
note that DavId was not concerned 
about himself only. He was IDore 
thoughtful or the weltare at his people 
who composed the nation ot the Lord. 

2 SAMUEL 8 
Verse 1. Metheg-ammah. ThI& 1s 

trom a word defined by Strong, "bit of 
the metropol1s, an epithet of Gath." 
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Smith's BIble Dictionary defines tt. 
"the bridle of the mother city-namely. 
of Gath, tbe chief town of tbe Philis
tines." The statement is a figure of 
speech. Taking of the chier city. thus 
getting control, 15 like getting control 
of a beast by taking hIs bridle. 

Verse 2. Meaaurea is from ?ttADAD 
and defined, "8 primitive root; properly 
to stretch; by Implication to measure 
(as If by stretcblng a line): figura
tively. to be extended."-Strong, L ine. 
This is from CHEBEL and defined. "& 
rope (as twisted), especially a measur
ing 11ne; by impUcation, a district or 
inheritance (as measured); or a noose 
(as of cords); figuratively, a company 
(as if Ued together) ,"-Strong. David 
had BO completely 8ubjugated the Phil
istines that he could dispose of them as 
he saw fit. Using the Une or rope as a 
guage. be divided them into two 
groups; the number counted 011' by 
two lengtbs of the line into one, and 
those of one length into another. Then 
he cast them down on the ground, or 
compelled them .to lie down. This was 
a performance corresponding to that 
when an officer orders a man to "throw 
up your hands." When this had been 
completed he slew the larger group, 
and kept the other for servants. 

Ver ... 3, 4. Gen. 15: 18 gives the 
promIse made to Abraham that his 
seed should possess the terri tory ex~ 
tending to the river Euphrates. This 
accounts for the words 'fI,is border. In 
attacking the men named he was 
taking possession of land already his 
by divine right. It had been unlaw
fully OCCUPied, however, · by these 
heathen people, therefore he bad to 
recover it. To hough the horses means 
to cut the tendon just under the hock 
joiot, which would disable them for 
service. 

Verse 6. It would be usual tor the 
heathen klnge to eYIDpathlze with each 
other. That Is why the Syrians tried 
to help Hadadezer. Their eftort, bow
ever, was defeated. 

Verse 6. A garrison Is a mflltary 
post, or staUonary headquarters for 
defense. The first success over the 
Syrians needed to be safeguarded 
against future uprising, and these gar
risons were for that purpOSE!. Syria 
01 Dama,cul is so worded to dlst1n~ 
guish it from the country beyond the 
EUllhrates, which was also called 
Syria sometimes. Brought /Jilt' means 
they formally recognized the -authority 
of Davld_ 

Verses 7, 8. These metals were 
taken as spons of war, and appropri
ated to the servtce of God. 

Verses 9. 10. Toi. king of Hamath, 
had been at war with Hadadezer. and 
the enmity stUl existed between them. 
The victory of David over this foe 
was in his favor; therefore. Tot sent 
his 80n to congratulate David. Further· 
more. be followed the custom of send· 
tug gitts as tokens of friendship. and 
in recognition of the dignity of David, 

Verses 11, 12, These gifts were added 
to others that had been recetved from 
the various nations as formal "pres
ents," likewise, those taken as spOils 
of war. 

Verse 13. The Syrians were a power· 
ful and dreaded people, and David's 
success over them got him a name 
among the people. Va/lev 0/ rolt. Tbe 
works of reference are not definite as 
to the location of thIs valley. It seems 
to be not far soutb of the Dead Sea, 
perhaps a fiat stretch of land some
what lower than the immediate sur
roundings. 

Verse U. The establishment of gar
risons (mil1tary posts) in a countr y Is 
evidence of the eubjugatlon of the 
country: and sucb was the condition 
in this place. Since the EdomUes de
scended from Esau (Gen. 36: 9), this 
Is a fulllliment of Gen. 25: 23: 27 : 29. 

Verse 15. J1t4gment. This 18 from 
MI8HPA'l' and defined, "properly a ver
dict (favorable or unfavorable) pro
nounced judicially. especially a sen
tence or formal decree." - Strong. 
Judice. This la from TSEDAQAH, and 
defined, "righteous (abstractly), aub
jectlvely (rectitude), objectively (jus
Uce), morally (virtue) or, OguraUvely 
(prosperity) ," - Strong. The verse 
means that David rendered hIs dect· 
sions according to rlghtous princIples. 

Verses 16-18. This may well be called 
David's cabinet. Most of the terms are 
self-explanatorYi the last one, bow
ever, does not denote any authority. 
The marginal rendering properly gives 
us "princes." 

2 SAMUEL 9 
Verses 1-4. David bad made a league 

with Jonathan that pertained to the 
descendants ot his father's house, (1 
Sam. 20: 14-16.) It was this league 
that prompted the inquiry described. 
The investigation brought a servant 
named Zib& to DaVid for more dtrect 
information. who cited him to a son 
of Jonathan's, then living in the house 
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of Machir. He was a ward at that 
place, due to an injury received when 
five years old. (Ch. 4: 4.) Not being 
able-bodied. it was a real favor to be 
cared tor as David wished to do. 

Verses 5, 6. The name of this son 
of Jonathan's was Mephlbosheth, and 
David had him brought to him . Upon 
their meeting, Mephibosheth performed 
the usual courtesy of that age by com
Illete prostration of the body toward 
the ground. 

Verse 7. David did not merely prom
ise kindness to Mephibosheth, but told 
him the moUve; that it was for the 
sake of his father. Jonathan. 

Verse 8. Dead dog. These come 
from the usual originals for such 
terms, and are DOt given any special 
definition for the present use. The 
conclusion is therefore, that it Is just 
an emphatic expression ot humility 
and unworthiness, but used figura
tively. 

Verse 9. Calling Ziba to him again. 
David told him of his disposition ot 
Saul's property that had come down 
to Jonathan; that it all was to belong 
to Mepblbosbeth. 

Verse 10. The next command was 
for Ziba and his family group to till 
the land for the son ot Jonathan. and 
bring the products in for his credit. 
Notwithstanding all such provision, 
Mephibosheth was to be a special 
guest at the table ot David. 

Verse 11. Ziba promptly agreed to 
comply with the instructions of the 
king, and was again told that Mephi
bosheth would be treated as one ot the 
king's sons. 

Verses 12, 13. The SOn of Jonathan 
also had a famtly group of some ex
tent, and had need of household sup
port. That accounted tor his need of 
the land products which were to be 
administered by the servants of Ziba. 
by his directions. AU this time, how
ever, Mephibosheth received his par
sonal care as a royal guest at the 
table ot David. In this whole trans
action ot David's we bave a worthy 
example of gratitude. 

2 SAMUEL 10· 
Verses I, 2. Gratitude again prompted 

David to act. The objective was to 
show kindness to Hanun. king ot the 
Ammonites and son at Nahasb, tormer 
king. This kindness was in return for 
some favor he had received from his 
fllther. Da'Vid sent by his servants to 

offer condolences to Hanun on the re
cent death of his father. 

Verse 3. The good intentions at 
David were misjudged by the princes 
or Hanun. They caused him to be
lieve that the men were spies. 

Verse 4. Banun did not do them 
any bodily injury, but greatly abased 
them by mutilating their beards and 
clothing. 

Verse 5. It would have been the 
work of only a few hours to restore 
the clothing, whlle a much longer 
time would be required tor the beards 
to grow. David, therefore. gave them 
permission to tarry at Jericho until 
their beards grew. 

Verse 6. stank is from a word that 
is defined, "became offensive." In 
times ot national unrest, to regard a 
nation as an offense 1s about equal to 
expectation of war. On this basis, the 
Ammonites concluded to secure an 
ally against Da vld. They hired the 
Syrians to help them. 

Verse 7. When soldiers are hired 
to figbt in an army of a foreign com
mander. they are called mercenaries. 
Sucb an action Is equivalent to a 
declaration of war. David 80 inter· 
preted it, and sent hts commander-in
chief of the field, Joab, with the best 
of his fighting men. 

Verse 8. The Ammonites and Syrians 
arranged themselVes as distinct units 
in the field, but prepared to fight to
gether against J oab. 

Verses 9, 10. Seeing the formation 
of his enemy. Joab did a l1ke maneu
ver. He chose a. detacbment of the 
best men to serve under him against 
the Syrians, and placed the rest under 
his brother AMehai to meet the Am
monites. 

Verse 11. Joab instructed his brother 
that if either division were tailing in 
the battle, the other should come to 
his rescue. 

Verse 12. J oab encouraged Abishai 
to trust In the Lord for the proper 
outcome. 

Verse 13. The Syrians did not put 
up any fight, but :Hed at the approach 
at Joab. 

Verse 14. The desertion at the Sy
rians disheartened the forces under 
Abishai, and they Ukewiae fted. 

Verses 15, 16. The Syrians decided 
to attempt recovery ot their lost 
"honor." They all1ed themselves with 
Hadarezer, the man who had been de
feated by David. (eh. 8: 3, q 
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Verses 17, 18. This alliance did the 
Syrians no good for they were again 
beaten betore David, who had taken 
active command. 

Verse 19. The servants at Hadarezer 
now real1zed tbat Israel was too strong 
tor tbem, and came to peace terms. 
This put an end to the attempts of the 
Syrians to help the Ammonites. 

2 SAMUEL 11 
Verse 1. EZpVrea Is from a word 

defined "a recurrence." The wording 
means "at the return of the year," and 
appl1es to the time of year when it 
was usual to begin another campaign 
of war. David sent Joab, his muttary 
leader, out to war against the Am· 
monites, while he remained at Jeru· 
salem. The army laid stege against 
Rabbah, an important. walled city of 
the Ammonites. 

Verse 2. While the siege of Rabbah 
was betng conducted, a sad arIair oc
curred in Jerusalem. David was on 
the roof of his house, a place so used 
in old Urnes, as the houses bad ftat 
roots. (Deul 22: 8; Josh. 2: 6; Judg. 
16: 27; 2 Sam. 18: 24; Matt. 24: 17. ) 
From there he saw a woman washing 
herself. The context shows that she 
was taking a general bath, although 
the original word does not always re
quire that meaning. Sbe exposed her 
body for It says she was very beautiful 
to look 'U1:lon. This indicates that the 
appeal to one's eyes was the thing 
considered. The mere sight or a woman 
bathing her hands or face would excite 
no passion. We must conclude, there~ 
fore, the statement means a general 
exposure. Since David was in a place 
where he had right to be, and where 
it was customary for men to be, we 
would have to conclude that Bath-sheha 
was careless in selecting a place to 
bathe. Two wrongs, however, do not 
make one right, and the sin of David 
was so great that no mention was 
made of her mistake. 

Verse 3. Upon Inquiry, David learned 
the identity of the woman. Her hus
band was one of the vaHant soldiers, 
then in service in the war against 
the Ammonites, aud her name was 
Bath-sheba. She was alone, therefore, 
and her husband was some distance 
from home. She had a form that made 
great sex appeal, and David had be
held It. 

Verse 4. Using his power as king, 
he sent for the woman and committed 
adultery with her. FOr she was purl-
fief!. The R. V. renders this the same 

as the A. V., while the marginal ren~ 
dering is, "and when she had purified 
herself," etc. The word wncleannelS is 
from TUMAH, and Strong defines it, 
"religious impurity." Tbe law con~ 
sidered a woman ceremonially and 
reltgiously unclean after ber periOdical 
function. (Lev. 15: 19·24); also, after 
inUmate relations with a man. (Lev. 
15: 18.) In the case at hand either 
rendering could be correct. If the one 
in the common text be accepted, it 
means that David would be free to be 
intimate with her as far as Lev. 15: 24 
was concerned. If the one In the mar
gin be accepted, it means that Lev. 15: 
18 was obeyed. 

Verse 5. When Bath-sheba knew of 
her condition sbe intormed David of it. 
This is one ca.se ot conception that 
would not have occurred bad mankind 
always been unclothed. See comments 
on Gen. 3: 16. 

Verse 6. David was in supreme au
thority, and his order for the recall 
at Uriab was obeyed. 

Verse 7. Upon arrival of Uriah. 
David pretended to be concerned about 
the progress of the war. Some such 
motive was necessary, he thought, for 
recalling Uriah, else he would have 
suspected some improper one, and that 
would have defeated the real purpose 
for his presence. This Inquiry as to 
the war, therefore, was Insincere. 

Verse 8. David wished to escape re
sponsibility for the chlld expected by 
Bath-sheba; for this reason he gave 
Uriah "leave of absence," that he might 
enjoy the comforts at home and the 
pleasures of married life. Mess Of meat. 
The last word is not in the original, 
and the word for n/.eB8 is defined in 
part, "a present." David wanted to 
make a very friendly feeling in the 
mind of Uriah, and this was just a 
token of his good will. If he can In
duce him to dismiss the cares of war 
for a little while, and go Into the 
company ot. his wife trom whom he 
has been separated, the way will be 
clear to place the paternity of the 
child on him. 

Verse 9. Uriah was not in the frame 
of mind to carry out David's plans. 
Instead, he passed the night In com
pany with the king's servants, near 
the royal house. 

Verse 10. David was told of Uriah's 
actions, and again pretended to be 
concerned about his comfort. He did 
so by reminding him that he had been 
on a journey. 
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Verse 11. Like a true soldier, Uriah 
was concerned more for the success of 
the Lord's cause, than for his per
sonal pleasure. This was especially 
so when he remembered that Joab and 
tbe ark were Qut in the field of battle. 
Under such conditione he could not 
conscientiously relax to Indulge in the 
pleasures of home life. 

Verse 12. Seeing his first plan did 
Dot work, David thought of another. 
He wlll let a day and night go by. 
which wUl permit the mlUtary ardor 
to cool off, perhaps, and also his nat· 
ural desire for his wife may assert 
Itself. 

Verse 13. It Is known that when 
a man is under the Influence of intoxi
cation, his lower or animal desires are 
often more urgent; Ukewise, his flner 
qualities aTe dulled. Now then. if 
Uriah can be made drunk, be may take 
up the ktng's offer and go home. This 
plan, however, did not succeed. 

Verse H. One more plan remained 
for getting Uriah out or the way. It 
Is remarkable to note the confidence 
David bad in the faithfulness of Uriah. 
The very letter that was to be his 
death warrant was entrusted to him 
for transmission. 

Verse 15. There is no evidence that 
Joab knew the purpose of David In aU 
tbis. Perhaps Uriab bas offended the 
king, but he did not have the heart to 
execute him directly. At any rate, be 
knew it was David's will that Uriah 
must die. 

Verses 16, 17. In obedtence to the 
commands of his superior, Joab put 
Uriah in a place of greatest danger. 
The result was according to plans; 
Uriah was killed. 

Verses 18-21. This message ot Joab 
could be more easily understood. if we 
knew he was aware of David's plans. 
In any case, he wanted to prepare the 
messenger with the means of qUieting 
the king. He was to tlntsh the conver
sation with the good news (to David) 
of the death of Uriah. 

Verses 22-24. There Is no indication 
tha.t the messenger bad to do anything 
to calm David. The whole report went 
through without interrUPtion. 

Verse 25. This again shows the pr~ 
tense that David has been carrying on 
throughout the affair. He knew that 
Joab did not need any consolation, but 
the messenger muet not be "let in" 
on the scheme, hence this speech. 

Verse 26. Like a true wife, Bath
abeba mourned the death of her brave 

husband. There is no evidence that 
she knew of his vlstt to the ktng. 

Verse 27. This verse as a whole 
covers several months but begins im
mediately after the way was open for 
David's scheme. In this affair he was 
guilty of four distinct sins; adultery 
(v. 4) : hYilocriBY (v. 7. 8): alcoholism 
(v. 13): and murder (v. 15). 

2 SAMUEL 12 
Versee 1-4. Nathan the prophet Is 

meant; he was national prophet in 
place of Samuel. Tbis indirect ap
proach to David was to cause him to 
real11.e the magnitude of bis stn by 
vtewing It with an unprejudIced mind. 
The parable uses him as the rich man, 
Uriah the poor. The many tlocks refers 
to David's numerous wives, the one 
ewe lamb to Bath-sbeba, Uriah's only 
wife. With this setup In mind, the 
appl1eatlon of tbe parable to the facts 
i8 easy. 

Verse 5. As the Lora litJeth Is a 
BlbUcal expression used frequently and 
means, "as surely as the Lord Uveth." 
David has no doubt that the guilty 
man should die. 

Verse 6. Not only should the man 
die, but his property should be Blezed 
to repay. fourfold, the wrong done. 
Since the poor man's life was not 
taken, the death sentence for the rich 
man was because he ha4 no pity. and 
the property assessment was for taking 
that ot the poor man. 

Verse 7. There was nothing Indefi
nite In the accusation that Nathan 
made. Thou. art the man. The most 
important favors that bad been given 
him were first menUoned. They con
alated of his being delivered from Saul, 
and his elevallon to the throne. 

Verse 8. T1I,71 m.aater'" wive'. There 
Is no evidence that David was ever 
Intimate with a wite of Saul's, nor 
was he ever accused of irregularity 
along that llne, except in the case of 
Bath·sheba. But the house of Saul 
had been turned over to him. Tbat 
would include the women subjects of 
the realm, among whom he bad found 
his wives. Nathan told him that any 
further need with which be had not 
been supplied, . would have been given 
him when such need became evident. 

Verse 9. Wherefore means "why?" 
De'piaed means to beUttle or treat 
with disrespect. Oommandment Is in 
the singular form, but David had dis
obeyed three of the ten; the one 
against coveting a neighbor's wile; 
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against adultery; and agafnst murder. 
The means ot getting Uriah kUJed was 
indirect. but the charge ot murder was 
direct. That proves that one is re
sponsIble for the result of any plot 
he may torm. 

Verse 10. One item of punishment 
that was to come upon David was the 
presence of the sword In unfriendly 
use. 

Verse 11. Another was to be a viola· 
tion ot bis marriage rights. whIch 
occurred through his own SOD. (Ch. 
16: 22.) 

Verso 12. Thou didst it secretr.". The 
last word Is from an origInal tbat 
means "under cover." The idea is tbat. 
while various ODes knew of some 
things being done, they did not know 
"what it was all about," 

Verse 13. David's confession was 
clean cul No attempt to explain or 
justify the act. No reference to some 
others who had "done as bad, or 
worse." 1 have sinned aqainst the 
Lord. This did not ignore the rights 
of Uriah and his wife, but all sins, 
regardless of any man affected, are 
prima.rily aga.inst God. This spirit of 
penitence ia doubtless the reason for 
saying David was a man after God's 
own heart. (1 Sam. 13: 14.) In return 
for his confession, Nathan told him 
that his Ufe would be spared. 

Verse 14. Although David received 
the mercy of God as to his Ufe, he 
must sutrer the loss of the child. The 
purpose for this was to hush the blas
phemies of the enemies. Had he been 
permitted to escape all punishment. 
after committing such a grievous sin, 
they would have said it was because 
he waa a "favorite," and was to be 
shielded In wrong. 

Verse 16. After Nathan went home, 
the Lord brought a severe sickness on 
the "chUd. This seems strange to UB, 
but God's ways are not ours. While 
it appears as an unjust treatment of 
the babe, we may consider it a bleSSing 
in disguise. The bodUy suffering w1ll 
be comparatively brief, while a Ufe of 
uncertain experiences would be long. 
He would frequently be confronted 
with the shameful story ot his bIrth. 
Instead at such a regrettable si tuation, 
he w111 be permItted, atter a ahort 
period at physical suttering, to pass 
into that state of happiness that awaits 
all who die In the Lord. 

Verse 16. "While there is Ufe there 
is hope" 1s a familiar saying, and It 
seems to have been the thought of 

Da.vld. Nathan had told blm the cblld 
would dIe. However, he knew that 
God was merCiful, and perhaps he 
would "repent him of the evil" be 
thought to do, as he had done on many 
occasions. Fasting and prostrating 
oneselt on the ground was a form of 
devotion used in times of great dis
tress or desire. 

Verse 17. The word elder. does not 
have any offiCial meaning unless . the 
context requires It. As used here it 
has the ordinary meaning of the older 
persons of bis household. Not being 
attected personally 'by the state of 
things, they could realize that David 
was neglecting his own body to no 
benefit of the child. But their attempts 
to get him to eat with them taUed. 

Verse 18. After a period of BeVen 
days, the chlld died. During this time 
David bad refused to eat. The ser· 
vants, however, misunderstood the 
state of his mind. They thought he 
was giving way to morbid griet; that 
was a mistake as verse 22 shows. 

Verse 19. It is sometimes difficult 
to account tor the shortSightedness of 
people. The servants wished to keep 
knowledge of the child's death tram 
DaVid. Yet, the very thing that would 
surely arouse bis suspicions was what 
they did. Had they gone about their 
duties In the regular manner, he would 
not have been prompted to make the 
inquiry. They would have been com
pelled, however, sooner or later to 
tell him. Therefore, their conduct can 
be explained only by considering the 
awe, common to humanity, when In 
the presence of death. 

Verses 20, 21. David's conduct, upon 
learning of the child's death, puzzled 
the servants. In verse 17 he resisted 
all etrorts to get hIm to eat. Now that 
his grief (in their view) was greater 
than ever, why does he relax and call 
for toad? In their confusion they asked 
him tor an explanation. 

Verse 22. His answer was consistent 
with the faith and practice of a ser
vant of God. For further comments 
see verses 16, 18. 

Verse 23. It it is true that "while 
there is Ufe, there i8 hope," it is Uke
wise true that death will end that 
hope. The original decree of God stood, 
hence there 1s no occasion for con
tinued tasting. Such devotions were 
In order as long as the mercy at God 
was pending. but that mercy was not 
expected to bring the child back trom 
the dead. I .11411 110 to Mm. ThIs 
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shows David believed there was Borne
thing in a human being more than the 
body. He still had the child'. body 
and did not expect it to leave the 
earth. Moreover, since he expressed 
hope ot going to the child. it meant be 
believed in another life after the one 
on earth was over. 

Verse 24. The abruptness in the 
change of subject from the preceding 
verse is apparent only. The fact that 
this one verse reaches to the birth of 
another son shows it to be a concise 
statement. and allows for respectful 
waiting atter the period of mourning, 
before engaging in the relaxation and 
pleasure of home life. It was during 
that period that David was comfort
ing his wife. All of this shows another 
flne quality of his character. He 
treated ber with tender conslderaUon, 
and did Dot rush ber into the obliga
tions of married life until she had 
been comforted, and in the frame of 
mind, therefore, to cooperate with her 
husband normally. After this another 
son was born and was named Solomon, 
which means peace. That was appro
priate; he never had a war and thus 
was a "man of peace" with regard to 
his official Ufe. 'Ni-e Lora loved ,him. 
In a sense the Lord loves everybody; 
therefore, something speCial Is meant. 
This son was destined to succeed to 
his father's throne, and go through 
his reign without any war. This will 
make him a type of the only begotten 
Son of God, who will be the Prince 
01 Peace. For these reasons he also 
will be permitted to build the temple, 
to be a type of the glorious church, the 
spiritual temple of God. 

Verse 25. This is related to the pre. 
ceding verse. Since God had special 
reasons for loving Solomon, he added 
a Significant name to him, Jedidiah, 
which is defined by Strong, "beloved of 
Jah; Jedldiah, a name of Solomon." 
He (the Lord) sent word by Nathan 
the prophet, telling David of this addi
tional name he had given the new son. 
However, he was never referred to 
again by that name. It seems to have 
been used on this occasion merely as 
an expression of good will, and to 
cheer David and his wife. 

Verse 26. In 11: 1, 25 we read that 
David sent Joab to take this city, 
while he remained at JerusaJem. The 
inttial siege and conquest took place. 

Verse 27. But Joab took only that 
part of the city called city 01 waters. 
Smith's Bible Dictionary explains this 
&s follows : "The lower town, so called 

from its containing the perennial 
stream which rises in and flows 
through it." The citadel of the place 
remained to be taken. 

Verse 28. Joab was willing to let 
his king and superior have the honor 
of the conquest, and accordingly sent 
word to him. 

Verse 29. David acted on the sugges
tion, and completed the subjection of 
Rnbbah. 

Verse 30. Since he was king as well 
as warrior, it was befitting that he 
place this costly crown on his own 
head. 

Verse 31. The words under and 
through afe not In the original. Brick
kiln is from a word that means brick
mould. The verse mcans David made . 
them work with the Implements. and 
at brickmaking. 

2 SAMUEL 13 
Verse 1. It is the ordinary thIng for 

members of a famUy to love each other, 
so the statement has some special 
meaning as regards Amnon. The word 
Is fl'om AHAB which Strong defines, "A 
primitive root; to have affection tor 
(sexually or otherwise):" The context 
shows it means sexually. 

Verse 2. Amnon's passion for his 
(halt) sister was so great that he was 
in distress; to the extent that it af· 
fected his bodily appearance. The word 
-hard. is from p ALA and deftned in part, 
"great, difficult, wonderful,"-Strong. 
The meaning is that she was a vIrgin, 
and beautiful. That roused his feeling 
all the more, and suggested the unusual 
pleasure it would be to be intlma.te 
with her. He did not see any way, 
however, to obtain his desire. 

Verses 3, 4. Thts friend observed the 
emaCiation at Amnon and thought it 
strange. Being the king's Bon, having 
the benefit of the royal tare, there 
should be no reason for the condition. 
Upon inquiry, Amnon told him he was 
lovesick for Tamar. ot course, Jonadab 
understood that he was despairing of 
finding an opportunity for getting pos
session of the damsel, long enough to 
obtain his desires. 

Verse 5. This shows the power of 
suggestion. Jonadab knew that it he 
would present the idea to Amnoo, his 
craving for his sister would lead him 
on with the plan. 

Verse 6. Amnon pretended he was 
sicle, physically. In that condition his 
appetite would be weak and need some 
special inducement to prompt him to 
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eat. It is always desirable that the 
sick members of a family be able to 
take nourishment. Therefore, AmnoD 
took advantage of Bueh a sentiment. 
and asked that his sister be permitted 
to prepare him some tood, in his sight. 

Verse 7. The request of AmuoD 
seemed reasonable. 80 the king in
structed Tamar to serve her brother. 

Verses 8, 9. The damsel did as in
structed. That is, she was in the house, 
others being there also. But her work 
in preparing the cakes was in plain 
view of AmnoD, even though not in 
the immediate room where he was 
lying. When they were ready to be 
served he refused to receive them as 
yet. Instead. he gave orders that all 
the men leave. 

Verse 10. Complete privacy was now 
bad. He directed her to come to his 
bedside and feed the cakes to him with 
her hand. She started to serve him 
as ordered. 

Verse 11. This action brought her 
within arm's reach of this passionate 
man. Taking hold of her, be asked 
her to have intimate relations with 
him. 

Verses 12, 13. She did not express 
any personal objection to him, but 
tried to show him the wrollg of such 
a thing as he requested, and that it 
would bring shame on them both. 
Furthermore, she suggested that be 
ask the king for the lawful possession 
of her; that he would not be denied. 
There was nothing irregular in this 
suggestion stnce they were half brother 
and sister only. and such relatives 
married without criticism. 

Verse 14. Amnon's real motive now 
expressed Itself through his superior 
strength. 

Verse 15. Love that is based on the 
coarser passion, only, is fickle; it will 
vanish when that passion is gratified. 
The moral reaction of the affair is 
perfectly logical, If a man does not 
love a woman because of aU her quali
ties, but on the sensual basis only, 
when that is satisfied there Is nothing 
of interest left. The alternative is sure 
to be the opposite of love. He ordered 
Tamar to leave. 

Verse 16. There is no cause. Her 
meaning was that he had no reason 
for expelling her. The only honorable 
thing for him to do was to retain her 
and give her all the moral protection 
possible. Had his passion been asso
ciated with other conSiderations than 
sensuality, he would gladly have 

shielded her, as Shechem offered to 
do for Dinah. (Gen. 34: 3, 4.) That is 
why Tamar complained that the last 
wrong was greater. 

Verse 17. She evidently was hesitant 
about leaving; he therefore ordered 
her to be put out by force and the door 
fastened against her. 

Verse 18. Up to this event Tamar 
wore a garment that was a badge of 
virginity. 

Verse 19. That garment would now 
be inappropriate, because she was no 
longer a virgin, although not by her 
own fault. She cancelled that badge 
by tearing it. Crying is from ZEAQAH 
which Strong defines, "a shriek or 
outcry." It shows she was not merely 
weeping as the term generally signifies, 
but was making a sound that indicated 
some terrible thing had happened to 
her. 

Verse 20. Absalom knew the use 
and significance of the peculiar gar
ment Tamar had been wearing. He 
saw it rent, which meant her virginity 
had been violated, and at once sus
pected Amnon. The necessary infer
ence is that his condition of body had 
finally caught his attention and that 
of others, and the explanation of it 
had become known. By "putting two 
and two together," Absalom was able 
to name the guilty man. For her sake, 
he tried to make the situation look not 
too bad, since it was her brother who 
had been with her. As additional com
fort he took her into his own home. 

Verses 21, 22. Both David and Absa
lom detested this deed, and it might 
have been possible that both could 
have worked together in punishing 
Amnon, and not to have become so 
estranged as they did. But when Absa
lom "took the law into his own hands," 
as we shall soon see, it started a bitter 
feud that was never quieted until 
David stood at the bier of his beloved, 
but wayward son. 

Verses 23, 24. Two years passed by 
and all that time Absalom was plotting 
to have Amnon killed. (v. 32.) The 
opportunity came, but he must be 
cautious not to rouse the suspicion of 
his father. Some distance from Jeru
salem he had some sheep and the 
season for shearing had arrived. Such 
an occasion was often made into a 
time of festivity. On that pretense he 
invited his father, with his servants, 
to go with him. The invitation was 
general in order to bide his true' 
motive. 
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Verse 25. DaTld objected to going 
beeause ot the charge it would cause. 
Amnon even insisted on bts father's 
going, but we are sure he was not 
sincere. The purpose be had in mind 
wou1d have been hindered had his 
father been present. That kind of 
conversation, however, deceived him, 
and paved the way for the next sug
geation. 

Verses 26. 27. It the king declined 
to go, why not let his brother go? 
There soomed to be little reason tor 
even that bUrden. But he was urgent 
and the king pennltted all bis sons 
to go. 

Verse 28. Drinking wine was a com· 
man practice on special occasions. 
Merry 'With w1rne refers to a state at 
mUd intoxication in which the victtm 
feels good, and unsuspecting of any 
danger. Under that condition it would 
be easy to get advantage of him. The 
assassins were to use the occasion for 
kUling Amnon on Absalom's order. 
They were incited to the awful deed by 
the implled taunt of being luking in 
valor. 

Verse 29. The murder at Amnon 
frightened the other sons of David, 
and they fled. 

Verse 30. WhUe they were en route, 
the report reacbed David that all hi8 
sons had been killed. We do not know 
who waa responsible for the false re
port. but the absence at the brothers, 
from both the place of the shearing 
and the klng's house, would lend 
plausibility to It. 

Verse 31. The king rent his gar
ments, which was a custom on occa
sions of grief. 

Verses 82, 33. Jonadab was the man 
who made the suggestion to Amnon 
that led to the whole situation. (v. 5.) 
Naturally, he had been observant of 
the events that followed, and was able 
to inform the king as to who was 
dead, also the motive for the slaying. 
With this be offered consolation to 
David. 

Verse 34. Absalom fled, and many of 
the people with him. 

Verses 35, 36. The sons of the king 
naturally dtd not follow their brother 
Absalom; they were too much fright
ened. But they came back to Jeru· 
salem. As they approached the city. 
Jonadab saw them and called atten
tion of David, conflrming the state
ment he made in v. 33. When they 
arrived in the presence of the king, all 
of them mourned together. 

Vers .. 87. 88. This 1IIght waa an 
admission of guUt. He knew that his 
father would resent the deed, and 
therefore would likely punish bim. So 
here Is when the bitter feud began. 
mentioned earUer In the chapter. This 
abacnce tram Jerusalem lasted 3 years. 

Verse 39. David was com/orteel or 
reconciled to the death of Amnon. Now 
he became concerned about his absent 
Bon, Absalom. Notwltbstanding his 
great crime, he longed to have him 
return. 

2 SAMUEL 14 
Verse 1. Sometimes a man's official 

dignity conflicts with his personal or 
sentimental Inclinations. David rea;
Ilzed that Absalom had killed his 
brother treacherously, and that the 
leaet that should be done to him was 
to keep him away from Jerusalem. At 
the same time, his love for his son 
was active, urging him in the direc
tion of mercy. This accounts for the 
last verse of the preceding chapter, 
and the tirst In th1s. 

Verse 2. Joab sensed. the situation; 
that David's heart really would favor 
the return of Absalom, wbile the 
thought of justice caused him to with· 
hold any offers of leniency. He con· 
cluded a plan' to break down ofllclal 
"pride" and permit mercy to have 
some conSideration. For this purpose 
he contacted a woman of Tekoab who 
seemed to be shrewd. and had her put 
on the disguise of a woman in mourn
ing over some grief of long ago. 

Verse 3. Joab made the story and 
the woman delivered it to David. 

Verse 4. She followed the custom of 
respectful posture, and called for help. 

Verse 5. Not only her posture, but 
her dlstre8Sed appeal caused the king 
to ask what ailed ber. The answer, 
that she was a widow, and that her 
husband was dead, was not merely tor 
emphasis. She might have been sepa
rated from her husband. In that case 
she would have been a widow In ef
fect. At tbe same time, were the hu&
band living, It would have left the 
possibility of reconciliation and help. 

Verse 6. The sona in the story refer 
to Absalom and Amnon. 

Verse 7. There baa been no atate· 
ment to the eft'ect that any general 
clamor had been made for the punisb· 
ment of Abaalom; but In the absence 
of some action of David encouraging 
him to return, it was represented that 
he was virtually a fugitive from his 
father's house. 
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Verse 8. David attemllted to dtemisB 
the woman by a general or indefinite 
promise. 

Verse 9. She aaJd this to impress 
the king with the leriousneas of the 
situation. Sbe also impUed that the 
king had 80me doubts of the impor
tance of the case. As a form of vow 
and to show her good faith in the 
matter, she was w11l1ng to stake the 
peace of her housebold on the truth
tulntM of her claim. 

Vene 10. Seeing the woman WR8 not 
satisfied with the promise stated in 
v. 8, be strengthened his assurance of 
personal protection for her, expecting 
this to satisfy her and cause her to go 
on to her own home. 

Verse 11. This 1s more along the 
same line. only more specific and ur· 
gent. The king repeated his assurance 
of protecUon for her Bon, 

Verse 12. The woman was now ready 
to introduce the real purpose at her 
Btory, which she intended to do gradu
ally. Before going turther, however, 
sbe tested out the king's patience by 
asking permission to speak another 
word. 

Verse 13. This Is a virtual accusa
tion of Inconsistency against the king. 
She blamed him with faulty speech 
in that he did not carry out the same 
In acUon. This was the first direct 
reterence to his l1ani.he(£ son. 

Verae H. Without dOing as God 
would wish, there would be no hope 
at recovering from the situation of 
sadness caused by the absence of the 
BOn. It wOl1ld be as hopeless 8.8 the 
natural recovery of water spJlled on 
the ground. But the "impossible" can 
be accompUshed. even, in the present 
sad atrair, it David wtll use his power, 
under God, for recovering the 80n now 
ba~tshed through fear of his tather. 

Verses 16-17. Sbe seems to have 
dropped the actual subject ot the ban
Ished son of the king, and gone back 
to the BtOry. But she did this so that 
the king would see what it wae to 
which he had committed himself. She 
had 80 Impressed him with the Justice 
of her complaint that he bound him
self to &8sist ber. Atter getUng him 
to commit himself to an Imaginary 
cue, then presenting the true one, 
which was the same in principle. 88 
the Imaginary one-atter all this, she 
hoped to persuade David to act on 
behalf of Absalom. 

Vere 18. The king now saw the 
polilt He commItted ber to alll!wor a 

Q.uestion belore she knew what it waa 
about. 

Verse 19. David suspected Joab of 
being the author of the story whicb 
the woman batl told. He made a direct 
question to her regarding It. AI thv 
loul ltveth meana, "as sure as thou 
Jivest." None can tum. etc., means 
there 1& no way of evading the ques
tion. She answered, therefore, not 
only tbat Joab was with her, but also 
bad put the words In her mouth. 

Verse 20. This goes one step farther 
than the preceding verse, and states 
the maUve for the whole scbeme. 

Verse 21. Some Ume between the 
preceding verse and this, David had 
called Joab into his presence. Up to 
the present. no mention of the name 
of Absalom had been done. But the 
application ot the story was so obvious 
that no pretense could be used to hide 
It. The king, therefore, instructed 
Joab to bring AbBalom home. 

Verse 22. Gratitude, expressed both 
by word and actioD, forms the subject 
bere. 

Verse 23. The permiSSion of David, 
expressed In v. 21, allowed only of 
bringing Absalom agatn. Accordingly, 
Joab brought him to Jerusalem only. 

Verse 24. The leniency ot the king 
seemed to have been "held up," and 
his sense of dignity again asserted 
itself, for he retused to see his son 
after permitting him to return to the 
city. That would appear as a com
promise between his paternal attection 
and his royal dignity. 

Verse 26. The beauty of Absalom Is 
applied to his enUre body, from bead 
to toot. That would IndIcate the wrIter 
was speaking ot the perfection of his 
form, rather than the show of his 
countenance. 

Verse 26. Poned means to cut the 
hair. It wa.s not customary for men 
to have tbeir hair long. Tbls Is Indl. 
cated by the regulations of the Naza
rite vow. The chief Item of that vow 
was that the one making it would not 
cut his balr for the term of the vow. 
(Num. 6: 6; Judg. 13: 6; 1 Sam. 1: 
11.) We should conclude, therefore, 
that tbe case of Absalom wu an ex
ception. For some reason he chose to 
depart from the common practice of 
men, and to let bls batr grow long, in 
keeping with bls quality of beau-tv. 
However, since the growth was unusal 
In weight, he cut It once a year for 
comfort. 
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Verse 27. The record does not say. 
but it is reasonable to conclude that 
he called the daughter Tamar in af
fectionate memory of his sister, who 
had been the unhappy occasion of his 
troubles. 

Verse 28. These two years was the 
period Absalom had spent in his own 
house. during which he did not Bee bis 
father's face, 

Verse 29. The enforced separation 
from bis father's face waa made to 
appear the real source of his dissatis
taction. His true moUve, though, was to 
get in better position for carrying out 
his plan of rebellion against the king
dom of his father. This w1ll appear 
evident in the next chapter. He planned 
to be admitted to the presence of the 
king, and for that purpose sent for 
Josb. But he did not respond. 

Verses 30, 31. Absalom caused the 
gratn of J oab's field to be flred in order 
to force his attention. He got tt, and 
was asked his reason for having the 
graIn fired. 

Verse 32. Having secured the atten
tion of Joab, be told him he might as 
well have remained at Geshur, if he 
could not see the kIng, atter being 
brought to the royal city. He proposed 
being brought before his father, and 
agreed beforehand to "take his medi
cine," whatever the king had against 
blm. 

Verse 33. The message was relayed 
to DavId who called for Absalom. 
Coming to his father, he performed 
the usual eastern custom of respect 
and bowed before the king, who kissed 
his son. There seemed to be a recon
ciUatlon, but the events soon to follow 
wlll prove his actions to have been a 
preparation for attack on the kingdom. 

2 SAMUEL 15 
Verse 1. After baving etrected an 

apparent peace with bis fatber, Absa
lom waited a whlle, then began to lay 
bis plana for a. conspiracy. 

Verse 2. The important clUes were 
walled as a fortiftcaUon against un
friendly strangers. That made It neces
sary to enter them through the gate. 
And that fact made it possible, also, 
to contact any person expected to enter 
the city. Natural1y, there would be 
an almost datly appearance of citizens, 
coming with some sort of grievance 
or dispute, to have it settled by the 
king. But 1t would not be supposed 
that he could personally conduct aU 
the eases brought up; deputies were 

appointed to handle the less important 
ones. This was according to an ar
rangement in the time of M06es. (Ex. 
18: 23-26; Deut. 1: 9-16.) Absalom took 
advantage of this to make- personal 
approach to the people. He manIfested 
much interest In them, asking eveD 
about what particular ciUes they rep
resented. 

Verse 3. He next pretended to agree 
with the complatnants, but deplored 
the lack of proper ones to hear their 
causc. He dJd not directly accuse the 
king of any injustice; only deplored 
the shortage or proper men to act 
under him. That, of course, would 
open the way for a suggestion. 

Verse 4. He did not pretend that he 
wanted to be king; he asked only that 
he might be judge. It that were the 
ease he would decide all their per
sonal disputes justly. 

Verse 6. When a man did the act 
of obeisance (formal courtesy) toward 
Absalom, he did not merely "return 
the salute," but condescended to con
tact him with a band clasp and a kiss. 

Verse 6. By such unusual acts ot 
friendliness it was natura} that he 
would capture the affections of the 
people. That is the meaning of Btole 
th.e hearts of the people. 

Verses 7-9. Alter forty -years. It 
would be unreasonable to apply this 
term as counted from the time Absa
lom fled. or to his return, for we know 
he would not have waited that long to 
act on his plot. Neither could it be 
dated from the actual taking of the 
throne by his father: it bad not been 
that long since. Therefore, it must 
mean torty years trom the anointing 
of David at Bethlehem. Whether Absa
lom made the vow as declared tl> his 
father we do not know. It seemed 
plausible, however, and fUrnished a 
pious moUve for requesting the royal 
consent to his absence. Such a plan 
would prevent aoy suspicions over his 
journey out over the dominioDs ot his 
father. 

Verse 10. Under cover at this pre
tended reUglou8 action, Absalom aent 
spies with instructions to acclaIm him 
king in Hebron. It .w1ll be recalled 
that his father began his royal career 
In this place. I.Ch. 2: 11.) Sbould any 
questioning arise prior to bis reach. 
ing the city where he was to be ac
claimed, it could be explained by 
David's permission for Absalom to 
go there on account of the vow. 

Verse 11. These men were invited 
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to go. Simplicity means innocenee. 
The whole passage means the men did 
not know what was going on. They 
thought they were merely going along 
with Absalom on & friendly journey. 

Verse 12. The general uprising was 
becoming more apparent; tt now In
cluded even AhJthophel, David's ad
visor, and that while he was engaged 
in the sacrifices. 

Verse 13. News of the conspiracy 
was brought to ·David. It was not a 
hired uprising; it was based on an 
atrecUonate attachment to Absalom. 

Verse U. David rcaUz~d the serious
ness of the situation. As long as Absa
lom only had to be reckoned wi th. he 
could stand his ground. but a general 
conspiracy. and ODe backed by love for 
the leading conspirator, could result 
in nothing short of the destruction of 
the present ktn~. He advised his ser· 
vanta. therefore. that they should fiee 
tor their lives. 

Verse 15. The servants declared 
they would support David in whatsCl-
ever he wished. 

Verse 16. Concubines had about the 
same moral status as wives in ancient 
times; they differed chiefly as to 
property rights. but they were can· 
sidered as partners at their master's 
bed ,In the same sense as wives. 

Verse 17. An the people. This could 
not mean that the enUre population 
left the city; but all of the people that 
fled were following David. They pauBed 
when they reached a place far enough 
away to be sate from attack. 

Verse 18. These people formed a 
bodyguard for the king. 

Verses 19, 20. David referred to 
Absalom as king. We know that he 
waa a conspirator and not entitled to 
the name, but his father recognized 
that he was now great in the eyes of 
the people. He would not antagonize 
them unnecessarily. Besides, he was 
hIs beloved and spol1ed son. Ittal was 
a slave. lately come into the service 
of David, and was offered release from 
the present adventure. 

Verses 21. 22. As surely as that the 
Lord and DavId 'were I1vlng beings, so 
that sure was Ittai that he would not 
desert his master. Seeing his deter· 
mlnaUon. David permitted him to 
continue with him. 

Verse 23. This was a pitiabJe and 
disgraceful :HIght. They crossed a 
small stream that flowed near Jeru· 
salem, and were started on their way 
toward the wllderneu. 

Verse 24. In the panic of fear they 
had started to take the ark for assist· 
ance. This is another link in the chain 
for the ark. The reference Is to v. 29. 

Verses 25, 26. David "came to him· 
self" and ordered the ark taken back 
to its rightful place. He reasoned that 
if his Jot was to be favored by the 
Lord. he would not Deed to rely on 
some special use of the sacred vessel; 
and If he should. It ought t" be left 
in its proper place. 

Verse 27. Seer was the same as 
prophet or teacher. The priests oc
cupied that position atter the death 
of Moses. (Lev. 10: 11; Deut. 17. 9; 
Mal. 2: 7.) 

Verse 28. This was io keeping with 
the idea David expressed In the pre
ceding verse. Since the priests were 
scriptural consultants. be was to pause 
at his present place of hiding unt11 
further word from them. 

Verse 29. The priests obeyed and 
carried the ark back to Jerusalem. It 
remained there as long as we have any 
history of It. The link of the chain 
refers to 1 KI. 6: 19. 

Verse 30. Head, covered. This re
ferred to some form of vall or shield 
for the face, In token of the feeUng 
of defeat and shame. Removing the 
sandals was tor the same reason. The 
whole sttuation was shameful. 

Verse 81. Counselors were men close 
to kings and other important leaders. 
They served as personal advisers. 
Ahlthophel was one ot such servants. 
He .was joined to Absalom In the con
spiracy, presumably to advise him In 
his actions. It was logical, therefore. 
that David would pray to have hiB 
counsel tUrned Into foolishness. That 
would defeat the interests of Absalom. 

Verse 82. The mount Is Olivet. 
(v. 30.) Bushal was one of the coun· 
selors, and w1ll flgure prominently In 
the affair of Absalom and DaVid. He 
was a friend of David and expressed 
sincere grief over the distressful con
dition. 

Verse 33. This speech to Hushai 
would seem to be an ungracious atti
tude toward a friend. The verses to 
follow will explain. 

Verse 34. He was to return to Jeru
salem and pretend to be a friend to 
Absalom. He was to address him as 
kirng, and declare his talthfulness to 
him as he had been to his father. This 
plan w&s to counteract the influence 
of Ahlthophel. 
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Ver ... 36. Hushal was to spy on the 
king, Absalom, then communicate with 
the priests. 

Verses 36, 37. These priests each had 
a SOD. They were to act as messengers. 
When they had any instructions for 
David. these Bons were to take them. 

2 SAMUEL 16 
Verse 1. David passed on beyond 

OUvet. This servant met him with 
equipment and provisions for the 
journey. 

Verse 2. David was informed of the 
purpose of these things. 

Verses 3, 4. Ziba had been the ser~ 
vant ot Saul. (Ch. 9: 2.) Master's_, 
therefore, would be Mephlbosheth. 
Upon David's question, Ziba told bim 
that Mephlbosheth was abiding In the 
city In the hope that the kingdom (that 

, should have fallen to his father, Jona· 
than). would soon be restored. That 
would put Mephibosbeth in the posi· 
tion of a conspirator against David. 
As to the truth of the report of Ziba's, 
Bee Ch. 19: 24.29. At present, however, 
David beUeved the story, and in reeog· 
nition of his faithfulness, promised 
him all the property that should have 
come to Mephtbosheth. 

Verse 6. Bahurim was a plaee not 
far from Olivet. Shimei was sympa
thetic for the house of Saul, whose 
kingdom had been lost to DaVid. It is 
understandable, therefore. why he 
cu.rsed him. The word is from an 
original that means, "to make light." 

Verse 6. casting stones in this in
etractive manner was on the same 
plane as hIs bel1ttl1ng Janguage. But 
the strong bodyguard around David 
proteeted him. 

Verse 7. Come out, come out. The 
R. V. renders this, "Begone, begone," 
and the lexicons agree. It was just 
more eontemptible language, coupled 
with his slanderous epithet belial, 
which meant a very wicked person. 

Verse 8. Shimei taunted David about 
his present condition of defeat. Al
though Absalom never had shown any 
sympathy for SaUl, this wicked man 
was taking delight in the present ra
bell!on against the king. He had the 
insolence to charge the Lord with 
helping Absalom, and that in revenge 
for his OPPOSition against Saul. The 
history will show this entire speech 
of Shimel to be talse. 

Verse 9. Dead dog was an expres· 
sian of utter eontempt. In the fiery 

zeal of devotion, Ablshal proposed to 
slay Shime!. It was somewhat Uke 
the spirit manifested by Peter. (John 
18: 10.) 

Verse 10. What have I to do with 
you means, "I hardly know what to 
do with you." Perhaps the discipline 
was necessary for David. At any rate, 
that was the view he seemed to take 
of it. Later, Shimei made full con
fession for his sin and was pardoned. 

Verse 11. DaVid expressed no sur· 
prise at the unfriendly disposition ot 
Shimel, when his own l1esh and blood 
relative sought his lite. 

Verse 12. He took about the same 
attitude toward Shimel as he did t", 
ward Saul. when he was persecuting 
him. (1 Sam. 26: 9·11.) 

Verse 13. This was more ot his con· 
temptible conduct. Oast dud Is reno 
dered in the margin by, "dusted him 
with dust." It would remind one of 
the actions of children. 

Verse 14. No definite spot has been 
designated, referred to by there. It 
means, that when David and his men 
became weary in their enforced travel. 
they refreshed themselves there. It 
was no great distanee from Jerusalem. 

Verse 16. About thi8 time Absalom 
entered Jerusalem. accompanied with 
the peopie and Ahlthophel. This man, 
lt will be remembered, was one of the 
counselors employed in those days by 
kings and other dignitaries. He had 
been in that service to Saul; now he 
is serving Absalom in that capacity. 

Verse 16. Hushai carried out the re
quest ot his frIend, DavId to go to 
Jerusalem and otter his services to 
Absalom; pretending to be converted 
over to his side of the controversy. 
God 8ave tM kmg. The proper noun 
is not in the 'original. and the second 
word is from an original that means 
"live." The expresalon could properly 
be rendered. "Long live the king." 

Verse 17. Absalom chided him tor 
hIs desertion. If he was his friend, 
why did he not accompany him before? 

Verse 18. The explanation was very 
plausible. He would wish to be peaee· 
able, and not be against the public 
opinion; especially when that is in 
harmony with the Lord's choice. Now 
that the choice has been made, he was 
ready to line up. 

Verse 19. The speeeh of the pre
ceding verse was not supposed to dis. 
agree with his conduet. If he had been 
with David for the reasons named, by 
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the same token he would S9"e Absa· 
10m, elnce he was & Bon. For the 
present, the explanation seemed to 
satisfy AbB8.1om. The whole stOry sums 
up to the idea that he formerly be
lieved David to have been the Lord's 
choice; now it Is evident that a change 
has been decreed. The Bon of the 
former choice bas taken his place, and 
Is now in the capital city. and the 
people are standing by him. There
fore, Husba!, Uke a. faithful citizen, Is 
there, ready to serve the new king. 
The reader will recognize all tbis 8S a 
piece ot shrewd strategy, conceived by 
David. Absalom was aatlsfled with 
the ext;Ilanation and accepted the ser· 
vices of Hushat as personal adviser. 
the Bame as Ahtthophel. 

VerB .. 20-22. Ahlthophel waa aaked 
to give advice against DaVid. The pur
pose was to make It evident to the 
people that a breach had come between 
Absalom and his father. The reason 
for wanting such an lmpresaion was 
that. since Absalom was then In actual 
possession or the capital, and no pros
pect of serving both him and his 
father. it would be wise to BUck with 
the victor. The first piece of advice 
was to be an act of disrespect for 
David, tn being Intimate with hiB con
cubines. The tent was set up on the 
roof of the house. Such places were 
commonly used. but not tor the pur· 
poses of housing. This tent. therefore. 
would aUract attenUon and provoke 
inquiry. The answer would be given, 
and the people all would see the tent 
and know for what It was used. That 
is the meaning of the words. "In the 
sigbt of tbis sun," (Ch. 12: 11) , and 
;1> the oigIU of all lffllel here. 

Verse 23. The counsel of Ahtthophel 
was regarded &8 reUable by all the 
people of those days. including David 
and Absalom. Oracle 01 Go(/, meaDS, 
Word of God. Since God frequently 
used. these counselors, their opinion 
was not far from the truth. 

2 SAMUEL 17 
Verse 1. We should keep tn mind 

that two recognized counselors. Husha! 
and Ahlthophel, were in the service 
of Abaalom. Each was regarded 88 
trustworthy. Consequently. each will 
be consulted. The first to advise was 
Ahtthophel, and he asked for an army 
or twelve thousand chosen men. 

Verae 2. With thl. torce he would 
attack David while weak and unpre
pared for resistance, and amite the 
king only. 

Verae 3. Bring back air the people 
did not mean he would have the people 
in a body with him. But it would 
bring all the people over to Absalom's 
side when they saw their former king, 
David. had been killed. The deteat of 
David would be eQ.uivalent to the per· 
sonal capture or all the people. 

Verses 4. 5. The proposal was agree
able to Absalom and the leading men 
of the people. However. 88 there were 
two personal counselors. the sugges
tion was taken under advisement. and 
conBultation to be had with the other. 

Verse 6, 7. Husha! was very re
spectful toward Ahlthophel. He did 
not bel1ttle his advice as not having 
any merit: only that it was not good 
at thu time. We recall that the Bpe. 
cific purpose David had In sending 
him into the service of Absalom was 
to counteract the counselor Ahftho
phel. (Ch. 15: 34. ) That Bervlee was 
to be aceompUshed !!loon. It this coun~ 
.el ot Ahlthophel be adopted It would 
leave Absalom out of the battle. He 
would still be .ate In hi. fortlfted city. 
while hlB men would be taking aU the 
risks ot the encounter. That would be 
unfortunate since he, personally. was 
chiefly responsible for the whole COD
splracy. 

Verses 8-10. All that HUBhal said In 
thIs paragraph W88 true tn theory. But 
some at the facts were beside the 
issue. Regardless of all consideration 
of David's sbrewdness in evading an 
army. and Of his spirit ot desperation. 
the speech was Intended as a founda· 
tion for bis matn objective which 
follows. 

Verse 11. This comprises the vital 
dift'erence between the counsel of 
HUBhal and Ahlthophel. The latter 
would have left Absalom, the '"public 
enemy number 1," in a safe place. and 
endangered David only. the rightful 
ruler. The former would expose this 
conspirator to the dangers of war, 
while the ktng would be in some safe 
place, according to the IB.!!t clause ot 
verse 8. 

Verse 12. ThIs actJon of the great 
crowd was to be In the nature of a 
dragnet Although David would be In 
hiding, this would tlnd blm. A8 the 
clew falletl> on the grOU114. This reo 
ferred to the general but unheralded 
manner of the approach of the army. 

Verse 13. The same dragnet could 
find him it be were hiding in some 
city. Without taking the time and 
effort to ... rch out aU the lurking 
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places p0881ble In the city, 8uch a vast 
army could make a wholesale destruc
tion which would be sure to Include 
hIm. 

Verse 14. There was a general ap
proval of the counsel of HUBhai. Good 
COUf1,8et of Ahithophel means it would 
have been good for Absalom. That is 
why God took a hand in the matter 
and bad it counteracted by the advice 
of Hushat. 

Verse 15. The priests were the 
proper ones to contact for Information 
for the lawful ruler. This also was 
according to instructions of David to 
HU8hal. (Ch. 15: 35, 36.) 

Verse 16. Having advised Absalom 
to go out with a throng of people, he 
sent word of warning to David to 
move on out of the endangered terri
tory. 

Verse 17. Jonathan and Ahtmaaz, 
SOD8 of the priests, were to be the 
messengers tor the priests. and were 
given the duty of taking the warning 
of Hushai to David. But they bad been 
hIdtng by En-rogel, a spring not far 
from Jerusalem. It was necessary, 
therefore, that some neutral person 
take the message to them, and they 
to David. The person who did that 
was caned a wench.. That is from 
SH.lPRCHAH and defined by Strong, "a 
female slave (8S a member of the 
household) .. 

Verse 18. Before they reached David, 
the messengers were seen by a lad, 
who told Absalom. That made it neces
sary for them to seek bidIng, as Absa
lom went out after them. They came 
to Bahurlm, a village near J erusalem. 
There they found a friendly family 
who took them in. This wen Is from 
a word that means pit. The court was 
a yard round the house, forming part 
of the premises. 

Verse 19. The thing W08 not known 
means the camouflage bad the desired 
ef'lect. 

Verse 20. This is another instance 
of falsehood that is recorded without 
criticism by the writer. Again, we 
sbould remember the condition was 
a mUttary one; and in such cases it 
Is the common practice to deceive the 
enemy. After all, what i8 called 
strategy is usually the same as camou
flage; and that is falsehood acted out. 

Verse 21. As soon as the danger 
was past, the messengers came out of 
the pIt and resumed their journey. 
Coming to David, they delivered the 

warning sent by the priests. W4ter, 
or couree, meant the Jordan River. 

Verse 22. The "promised land," as 
we have seen, (Gen. 15: 18), Included 
all the terrItory east as far 8.8 the 
Euphrates. But the Jordan was the 
eastern border of Canaan, whIch was 
the prlncipai portion ot the whole 
territory as pertained to the descen
dants of Abraham. By passing over 
Jordan, theretore, David practically 
fied trom bls dominions. In royal lan
guage, such an act i8 regarded as 
abandoning, for the present, one's 
territory to the Invader. . 

Verse 23. Order Is from TSAVAH, and 
one word in Strong's deflnition is, 
"enjoin." That agrees with the ren
dertng in the margin which says, 
"Gave charge concerning his house." 
Hanged Is from CHAN Aq and defined 
in part, "to choke oneself to death/'
Strong. It Is the word for .trongled in 
Nahum 2: 12. Ahfthophel could not 
have expected any material gain had 
his counsel been followed. We must 
conclude. therefore, that his act was 
prompted by disappointed pride; and 
it verifies Proverbs 16: 18. 

Verse 24. Absalom and all the men 
of war crossed over Jordan in pursuit 
at David, who had taken retuge in 
Mahanalm. 

Verse 26. Instead- VI J oab does not 
mean that Absalom set him aside in 
favor ot Amasa. Chapter 18 : 2 shows 
that David had Joab with him. So the 
phrase means that Amasa was made 
captain. sinc,e Joab was not with the 
forces of Absalom. 

Verse 26. GUead was a term that 
included a considerable territory east 
ot the Jordan and reaching to the 
Arabian deeert ; from Bashan on the 
north to the land of Moab on the 
south. It Is referred to also by the 
terms "Mount Gilead," (Gen. 31: 25), 
and "the landot Gnead," (Num. 32: 1). 
In this ter:ritory both David and Absa
lom were stationed at the time of our 
story. 

Verses 27-29. This paragraph de
scribes the reception given Da.vid 
when he fled to Mahanaim. It proved 
the loyalty of those inhabItants to the 
throne at the rightful ruler. 

2 SAMUEL 18 
Verse 1 . . David was a systematic 

warrior: he now organized his forces 
for the conflict he knew was on hands. 

Verse 2. Like a good organizer, 
David put his forces into three groups, 
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with a commander over each. They 
were to be superior to the captailns 
mentioned in verse 1. He proposed, 
also, to go in person into the field ot 
battle. That showed his personal valor, 
but it would have been contrary to the 
plan counseled by Hushal, (Ch. 17: 
15, 16.) 

Verse 3. The people thought that 
prudence was better than valor, and 
protested his proposal. Worth. ten, 
thousand ot us meant tram a military 
standpoint. Succor us out 0:1 the city 
means that he could helJ) them better 
by sending reintorcements from the 
City, whIle they were fighting for him 
on the outside. 

Verse 4. David agreed to the advice 
of his people; we are sure the Lord 
had a hand in It. Mahanaim was a 
walled city, which means one fortified, 
or else he would not have sought 
refuge there. He stood at the gate and 
personally oversaw the fiUng out ot 
the torces to enter the field at battle. 

Verse 6. The charge that David gave 
concerntng Absalom was overheard by 
the people. It could not have added 
any special incentive tor action to 
hear such a speech from their king, 
for whose sake mainly they were to 
fight. All people know that the leader 
of a conspiracy is justly chargeable 
with the situation, and should not be 
shown any favor. The fact, therefore, 
that they fought faithfully, in ' spite 
ot the "setback," proved the sturdy 
character of the soldiers. Such an in
junction can be understood only on the 
basis of paternal love for a thUd, 
though one who is personally un· 
worthy. 

Verse 6. Wood of Ephraim. We 
know that the general territory of 
Ephraim was all west at the Jordan, 
while this battle was fought east at 1t. 
Young explains It thus: "Perhaps it 
was 80 named from the tribe of Eph
raim's being the chief sufferers in thIs 
battIe. See also Judges 12: 4." 

Verses 7, 8. Wood. is tram YAAB and 
part of Strong's definition fB, "8 copse 
at bushes; hence a forest." Moffatt 
renders the word, "jungle." Devoured 
(s from AKAL and defined, "A primitive 
root; to eat (llterally or figuratively)" 
-Strong. The meaning is clear. It 
was such a dense forest, with under
growth Uke a jungle, that it contrib
uted to the defeat of the forces, by 
hindering their movements. 

Verse 9. Absalom now came into the 
immediate preeepc8 of David's forcel5. 

It was natural that the action became 
more heated. In the encounter the 
mule on which Absalom was riding 
plunged into the bushy growth of a 
great oak tree. The beast was in a 
forward movement; and when Absa
lom's head became entangled in the 
thick growth of the tree it held him 
fast, whlle the beast went out from 
under him. 

Verse 10. Ha:n.ged. Tbis term usually 
is tbought to mean that one has been 
killed; but Strong uses the word 
"suspend" in his definition of the 
original. That agrees with the follow
ing verses that show he was not dead. 

Verse 11. Joab's attitude was more 
consistent with all the situation than 
was David's. This was being con· 
ducted by authority of the king, and 
Absalom was the ringleader of the 
consptracy. It was foolish and Incon· 
sistent. therefore, to show any mtUtar)" 
leniency to htm. 

Verse 12. The speech of this man 
might be taken to mean that he was 
as solely Influenced by sentiment for 
DaVid. The next verse, however, w1ll 
show that be was not. 

Verse 13. Falsehood Is from an 
original word that means, being un· 
true; and 8S used In this case It meant 
be would not be true to his own In
terests had he slain Absalom. DaVid 
had given charge that Absalom was 
to be spared. Hence, it the man had 
taken advantage of Absalom's predlca· 
ment, he would have endangered bis 
own life. This shows his real motive 
in sparing bim. He imagined that 
Joab also would have criticized him. 
That idea, however, was a mistake. 

Verse 14. 1 m4l1TW't tarry th1l1 with 
thee. This means Joab did not have 
any Ume to waste on this man. Be 
seemed provoked because a good op
portunity had been let pass. He then 
thrust three darts into tbe body of 
Absalom while It was suspended in 
the tree. 

Verse 15. The darts used by Josb 
did not produce instant death. Then 
ten attendants gathered round the 
wounded man, still alive, and hanging 
in the tree. Smote is from a word 
tbat means to strike, and the effects 
were to complete the attack made by 
Joab. That Is why the verse concludes 
with the words slew him. 

Verse 16. The death of the leader 
put an end to tbe conspiracy. Joab, 
theretore, signalled to his men to reo 
turn from the chaae. 
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Verse 17. David never a8.W the faee 
or Absalom atter he left Jerusalem 
with the pretended purpose of paying 
his vow. (Ch. 15 : 7·9.) The men with 
Joab buried Absalom In the jungle 
where he dted. They piled stones over 
his grave. The same was done in the 
case of Achan. (Josh. 7: 26.) It waa a 
custom of those days, expressive of 
contempt. 

Verse 18. Ch. 14: 27 shows that 
Absalom bad sone. This statement, 
therefore, means either that the pUlar 
was erected before the birth ot any 
ot them, or, he was doubtful of their 
being interested enough to attend to It. 

Verse 19. Ahimaaz was one of the 
men who had been sent by the priests 
to warn David of danger. It was nat
ural for him to think the death of 
Absalom, the arch enemy. would be 
good news. 

Verse 20. Joab wished to observe a 
"period of mourning" over the death 
of a prominent man; prominent be
cause of betng the klng's SOD . He 
knew the sptrit ot David, and sus· 
pected what would be bts reaction at 
the news. For that reason he would 
defer the report a day. But some ot 
his purpose is hard to understand. He 
told Ahlmaaz not to go, and imme
diately told another to go. Doubtless 
he saw the eagerness with which 
Ahtmaaz proposed te1l1ng David ot 
the death ot his son, and thought it 
well to slow him down. 

Verse 21. Cusbi was an Ethiopian 
in attendance on J oab. He was told 
to go and report what he had seen: 

Verse 22. Ahimaaz repeated his re
Quest, only that he might run after 
Cush1. The first reason Joab gave 
against his going could not be used 
again, seeing he had just let the 
Cushlte go; so another must be given. 
This time he said be did not have any 
tidings read1/. Ir the Cushtte reaches 
David first, wbicJ::i would occur if he 
made the same speed as made by 
Ahimaaz, be would tell the news. That 
would leave no news for him. 

Verse 23. Notwithstanding, Abtmaaz 
insisted on being permitted to go. As 
the Cushtte had the "start," Joab gave 
permission for him to go. He took an· 
other route and outran the Cushite. 

Verses 24, 25. David was sitting be
tween the gatee, awaiting any report 
that might be brought. For a better 
new, the watchman went to the top 
of the wall. He tnformed the king 

that a man was running, and alone. 
That indicated he was a messenger. 

Verse 26. Seetng another man run· 
ning alone, the watchman shouted 
word to the porter, which was the 
gatekeeper, and he relayed it to 
David. His comment was that this 
man also was a messenger, as he was 
alone and running. 

Verse 27. Ahimaaz was a good man, 
as David commented. It was true. 
also, that he was bringing good tidings. 
However, David wished to have the 
news good trom the m1l1tary stand· 
point, yet leave bls beloved son un· 
barmed. 

Verses 28, 29. Ahlmaaz evidently 
"saw the point" In the actions of 
Jeab, and decided be would not break 
the news too Buddenly. AU is wen was 
true, considering the main objective ot 
the battle; the enemies had been over
thrown. Upon speciftc inquiry about 
Absalom, Ahimaaz gave an. evasive 
answer. The things be said were true, 
but not all of the truth. 

Verses 30, 31. David wished more 
definite infonnation. Perhaps the next 
messenger w1ll have it, so Ahimaaz was 
dismissed. Cusbt gave about the same 
general report as that ot Ahimaaz. 
Both these messengers manifested 
much tenderness for David, in that 
they were hesitant about tell1ng him 
what they felt sure would shock him. 

Verse 32. The natural love or a 
father tor even a wayward BOD, ex· 
plains the attttude ot David in thts 
atrair; otherwise we would be severe 
in OUr criticisms. A whole kIngdom 
had been troubled with rebelUon, and 
that, too, the kingdom ot God's people. 
The leader ot the rebelUon had to be 
stopped or it would go on. In spite ot 
these truths, David was concerned. 
over the personal safety of this very 
conspirator. CUBhi was sUll modest In 
his manner of answering the question 
which the king had asked tor the 
second time. Now the truth must all 
be given him, only It was couched tn 
as mUd a speech as possible, to give 
him the facts. He had just been told 
(v. 28) that his enemies were slain; 
now he was told tlJ,at his 80n was in 
the same condition. 

Verse 33. This pathetic verse Is a 
true picture ot a doting father, stricken 
with grlet over the death of a favored 
Bon. Had he let the BubJect remain 
in that status, no criticisms would be 
olfered. He did not do that. as will be 
eeen In the next cbapter. 



2 Samuel 19: 1·20 77 

2 SAMUEL 19 
Verses 1, 2. The grief of Da.vId was 

10 excessive that It spread a pall of 
gloom over the people. The overthrow 
of tbe conspiracy. wbich ought to 
bave brought a spiTit of serious r& 
joicing, was turned Into a season of 
general mourning by the conduct of 
David. 

Verse 3. This undue grief of the 
king 80 Intlmldated the people they 
were made to act as if they were 
cowards, running from battle. 

Verse 4. Joab was a mighty man, in 
ability and judgment. He knew the 
temperament of David; also, he had 
always wielded a strong influence over 
him. He, therefore, saw in his COD
duct, an instance of miserable. in
consistent grief. 

Verses 5, 6. This rebuke was just; 
It exposed the shameful behaviour of 
David. Logically, it meant that be 
would not have mourned over the 
death of &11 his servants, it only his 
unworthy son had escaped. 

Verae 7. B_k comlortab/;jJ means 
to have a heart·to--heart talk; show a 
cheery spirit instead of 80 much gloom. 
The main objective of the battle had 
been attained; he should rejoice with 
the people. therefore, notwithstanding 
his personal grief. Joab asserted that 
it he did not do as 8uggested. all of 
the people would forsake him imme
diately, and leave him to pass the 
night alone. 

Verse 8. The gate at the city was 
the most public place. A person seek
ing privacy would not go to that spot. 
Hence, this action was a reversal of 
what he had been doing, and showed 
he was accepting the advice ot Joab, 
as he generally did. (Ch. 14: 19·21.) 
This movement recalled the people, 
who had fled in their tear and dismay. 

Verses 9, 10. TM people refers to 
those in Jerusalem and the nation In 
general. They were the ones who had 
accepted Absalom, not those now with 
David in the flight from the capital. 
Those folks noW realized thetr mis
take. and wished for the return of 
their rightful ruler. However, as it 
frequently occurs. each man looked 
to another for action in a matter that 
was a mutual duty. Such 1s the sig· 
niftcance of the last sentence of this 
paragraph. 

Verses 11. 12. This clamor came to 
the ears of David, which prompted 
him to take some actton. But, although 
he was entiUed to the throne, he was 

not disposed to attempt returning 
until the way was opened by those 
stationed near the capital. The priests 
had remained In the city as sentinels. 
ready to turnish information tor David 
as occasion permitted. Now it was 
proper that they contact the elders, 
those of age and Influence. and chide 
them for not being the Moat forward 
in bringing the kin", home. 

Verse 13. Amasa was related to 
David by blood. (Ch. 17 : 25; 1 Chr. 
2: 15, 16.) He had served Absalom In 
the rebellion. Now that the rebell10n 
had been put down, David was ready 
to "forgive and forget," and make him 
the captain of the army in place of 
Joab. He had two moUves for this' 
one was In reprisal against Joab fo~ 
:DersonaIly smiting Absalom; the other, 
to induce him to use his influence in 
bringIng the lawful king bome. 

Verse 14. Amasa bO'"Wed the heart, 
which means be Inclined the minds 
of the men ot Judah In favor ot the 
request of David. They sent word, 
therefore. for the klDg and all hts 
servants to return. 

Verse 16. Leaving Mahanalm. where 
he had been taking refuge since fleeing 
his throne (Ch. 17: 24), David began 
his return and came to the Jordan, 
opposite Gllgal. To this place the rep. 
resentativell of Judah came in order 
to conduct blm respectfully over. 

Verse 16. Shlmei was the man who 
cursed David (Cb. 16: 6, etc.) when 
he was fleeing. The fortunes have 
turned and he was eager to restore 
himself to the favor of tbe king. He 
hasted, therefore, to go forth to meet 
him. 

Verse 17. To make a Bhow of good 
faith, Shimei inflUenced Ziba, a former 
senant ot Saul, with a thousand men 
to come with him on this journey ot 
recognition tor the returning monarch. 

Verse 18. Ferrv boat is from ABAB.AH 
and defined, "a crossing·place."
Strong. There was no boat. according 
to the original, but a ford. tbat" per
mitted a crossing on foot. The men 
mentioned. in the preceding verBe went 
over Jordan at this place to escort 
David and his group. As the king 
reached the western bank of Jordan 
Shimei prostrated himself before him: 

Verses 19. 20. There was no attempt 
at excuse tor his past conduct· he 
frankly admitted " his sin. As a t~ken 
at the tervor of his repentance he was 
foremost In gOing to meet the king. 
Ho"". 01 J'OBOP"- Chapter 16: 5 shows 
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he was of the tribe of Benjamin. The 
phrase, therefore, was used figuratively 
of the people of Israel, and in respect 
for the cherished memory or Joseph. 
S •• Ex. 1: 8; Po. 801; Amos 6: 6; 
Zech. 10: 6. 

Verse 21. Abishai recalled the con
duct of ShImel and doubtlesi was sus
picious as to the sincerity of his con
fession. Hie suggestion was to slay 
him for this, which meant his previous 
action of contempt. 

Verse 22. What have I to do with 
110'1£ means, ·'1 hardly know what to do 
with you." David, however, did not 
otter any logical reason for his rebuke 
of Abishal; he only mentioned that he 
was again king over Israel. That is. 
he was 80 jOyful over his return to 
favor of the people that he telt gracious 
unto aU, regardless of their merit. 

Verse 23. This verse Is in agreement 
with the sentiment of the preceding 
one. However, in the time to come, 
when David's sense of justice moved 
him, he took the same view of Shimei's 
guilt as expressed by Ablshal. (1 KI. 
2: 8, 9.) 

Verses 24-28. In connection with this 
paragraph, the reader is requested to 
see ,ch. 16: 1-4, and comments. The 
story of Mepblbosheth given in this 
paragraph at band seems plausible; 
and David did not wholly disbelieve it. 
However, he was just at the moment 
more Interested In the good turn of 
atrairs in his kingdom, than in some 
personal grievance. He decIded on 
what could be termed a compromise, 
named in the following verse. 

Verse 29. David was tired of the 
controversy between Mephlbosheth and 
Ziba; besides, he was in a conciliatory 
frame of mind over his return to 
favor, and disposed to favor everybody. 
He therefore told the two men to 
divide the Inheritance that was at 
first allotted to Ziba. 

Verse 30. Mephibosbetb was not 
interested in the land. To be restored 
to the favor ot the king, and to know 
that the peace also had come to the 
kingdom. was enough to make him 
happy. 

Verses 31. 82_ When David and his 
men took refuge in Mahanaim, they 
had need of material support; Barzillal 
furnished it. Now that David was 
able to leave the place In peace, he 
came down to "see him ott" In good 
will. 

Verse 33. David was grateful tor his 
former Bupport, and offered to "return 

the favor" by taktng him to Jerusalem 
to be a royal guest. 

Verses 34-37. ,Barztllai had not come 
tor the purpose of being repaid. Be
sides, he was so old and infirm that 
be could not enjoy such lUXUries were 
he to go. Not only so, but he would 
be a burden on David without being 
of any benefit; for all these reasons he 
respectfully declined the after. He did 
not want to appear unappreciative at 
his offered kindness, so mlLde the sug
gestion that . Chimham go. This was 
probably a son of Barzill&i (1 Kl. 2: 
7), and one who took the contributions 
of neceSSities to David. 

Verse 38. David accepted tbe offer 
and agreed to give kindness to CIiim
bam, according to whatever Barztllat 
would request. 

Verse 39. After this friendly con
versation, which took place at the 
western shore ot the Jordan, DavId 
kissed Barzillal good·by and be re
turned to his home. 

Verse 40. Judah and Israel are men
tioned as separate groups In this and 
some following verses. See 1 Samuel 
11: 8 for comments. 

Verse 41. Envy is bitter sentiment. 
Now that David was returning in 
triumph from exlle, the group that 
had a direct hand in escorting him 
was envied by the other. 

Verse 42. The capital was Jerusalem 
and in possession at Judah. The king, 
also, was of the tribe of Judah. It 
was a matter of course, that these 
people would furnish the escort. They 
intimated that the other group sus
pected them of "graft" as a motive for 
their activity, which they specifically 
denied. 

Verse 43. Ten parts. In addition to 
the comments at 1 Sam. 11: 8, the 
reader may Bee 1 Ki. 11: 31 which 
reveals the number of tribes that was 
grouped as Israel. The point of the 
argument in the present Instance is 
at the fact ot having the majority. 
That has always been a popular argu
ment; but it is a misleading one. The 
majority was wrong in the days of 
the flood (Gen. 6: 8); and in Sodom 
(Gen. 18: 32); and will be wrong at 
the day of judgment. (Matt. 7: 13, 11.) 
De8Pise means to belittle or aUght. It 
should be noted, also, that it was 
advice these people wished to give, not 
action. Frequently, those who are the 
most eager to give advice are the 
least wilUng to do anything. Fiercer 
la from QABHAH, and defined by Strong, 
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ftA primitive root ; properly to be 
dense, i. e. tough or severe," Young 
defines it "sharper." and Moffa tt gives 
"heated." The thought Is, that the 
men of Judah being in the right, 
logically their words had more point. 

2 SAMUEL 20 
Verses 1. 2. There happened or 

chanced. to be, etc. Belial 18 a descrip
tive word In the Old Testament, mean· 
ing very base and wicked. The term 
[8rad was not used In this place as it 
was in Ch. 19: 40. It referred to the 
na.tion as a whole as opposed to David's 
family personally. But since he was 
ot the trIbe ot Judah, all the other 
tribes followed in the revolt, headed 

· by ~ thla.-,wJQ&ed man. 1o;Hls movement, 
though extensive at the first, was soon 
put down. (v. 22.) 

Verse 3. Chapter 16: 22 shows the 
unfaithfulness of these concubines. 
That circumstance was a fulfillment 
of a prediction (Ch. 12: 11), and was 
a punishment on David for bis sin 
with Bath-sbeba. If God uses an agency 
to carry out a penalty against an in
dividual, he also w1ll penalize that 
agency for any unrighteous motive it 
may manifest in the dair _ In ward 
means they were put under guard. not 
necessarily In a guardhouse. Went not 
WI. unto t1/.em. means he did not bave 
Intimate relations with them. They 
had been unfaithful to him and be 
punished them in tbls manner. Liv ing 
i n 'UJ'id()w hOod. means they were denied 
the privileges of concubines (equaliv
ant to those of wives, morally), and 
thus compelled to Uve as wIdows. 

Verse 4. David gave orders to Amasa, 
looking to the putting down of the 
rebellion of Sheba. He was charged 
wIth the work. which was in harmony 
with the promLse made him (Ch. 19: 
13). The 11m it set for his commission 
was · three days. 

Verse 5. The time l1mit expired but 
Amasa did not return. 

Verse 6. Since Amasa did not ap
pear, David became concerned about 
the activity ot Sheba. Ablshal WlU! 
then instructed to take forces, com
posed of the servants of the king, and 
go to intercept the conspirator. 

Verse 7. It should be remembered 
that Joab had been replaced by Amasa. 
Abishai was Joab's brother, and when 
this order was given to him, the men 
of Joab overheard, and went out vol
untarily to join in the chase. 

Verse 8. They overtook. Amasa at 

Gibeon. Joab bad armed hlmseU with 
a sword; it was concealed about his 
garments, with the intent to use it 
at a proper opportunity. The sword. 
however. accidentally fell out and was 
exposed to Amasa. That made it neces· 
sary to act at once, but some pretense 
was necessary for getUng Dear him. 

Verse 9. Joab addressed Amasa as 
brotker, which was a term with wide 
meaning, including anyone supposed 
to be a friend. TakIng Amasa by the 
beard was a gesture of friendliness, 
but done to bring his face near enough 
to kiss. The special maUve Joab had 
was to prevent him from seeing the 
sword tn his left hand. 

Verse 10. Fifth rib means the abdo
"meO: "'See""Ch: 2: 2~ for comments on 
this term. Struck him Mt again mean8 
he was so skllful with the sword that 
one stroke was fatal. Jealousy over 
being supplanted by Amasa doubtless 
was the motive for the deed. With the 
rival out of the way, the two brothers 
pursued after Sheba. 

Verse 11. The murder of Amasa. left 
Joab In his former posItion as leader 
over the soldiers; it also gave bold
ness to his friends, hence the call was 
made tor men to "take their stand," 
which was the signUlcance of coupling 
the names of David and Joab. Natur
ally. it they stand with them, they will 
follow after Joab in the present con~ 
filet. 

Verses 12, 13. A man dying from a 
fatal wound would be a gruesome 
Sight, but the curiosity of human be
ings Is so great that such a scene was 
enough to balt a pursuit after a con
spirator. Seeing this, the man re
moved Amasa out of sight, and the 
people resumed their trailing after 
Joab, to capture Sheba. 

Verse H. He was not receIved as 
generally as expected, for he had to 
go from place to place, while the 
citizens pursued him. 

Verse 15. Sheba took refuge in Abel, 
a city in northern Palestine. J oab 
brought bis forces and prepared to lay 
siege. The ban k was a ridge of earth. 
and it stood i f&. the trench, which 
means it was- as high as the outer wall 
of the city, the word trench. meaning 
wall. From this mound of earth, Joab 
and his men began battering the wall 
witb the hope of undermining it 

Verses 16. 17. There was a prudent 
woman in the city who asked for the 
privilege of speaking to Joab; It was 
granted her. 
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VerBe 18. The woman then referred 
to Bome pOl)ular practice ot the people 
seeking advice in cases ot dispute: 
they would come to this cit,.. now being 
besieged by Joab's forces. By this 
speech she implied that it would still 
be well lor him to Usten to counsel 
otrered to him here. 

Verse 19. The woman next com
plained that sbe, a motMr in. [.rael, 
was about to be destroyed with the 
city. although abe was peaceable. In.. 
heritance 0/ the Lora means that the 
city had been given to the people by 
the Lord. and It should not now be 
destroyed without cause, 

Verses 20, 21. Joab denied any In
tention of a general destruction. He 
explained tbat be Sought only the man 
now taking refuge In the city, who 
had rebelled against the king. Assur
ance was given her that it this man 
were delivered uP. the siege would be 
lUted. The woman promised that the 
man's head would be thrown over the 
wall. She knew that some time would 
be neeessary tor obtaining action from 
the dUzens, theretore she set the date 
for the deUverance or the man wanted 
to be on the morrow. 

Verse 22. The simple statement that 
the woman went unto the people in 
her wi8dom is explained by the thing 
that immediately happened. The head 
of Sheba wa8 thrown over to J oab, and 
he, true to hi8 promise, withdrew with 
his forces from the City and returned 
to Jerusalem. 

Verses 23-26. This paragraph is a 
repetition of Ch. 8: 16-18, there desig
nated in the comments, "David's cabi
net." Such an arrangement is nece&
Bary for good government. The host 
means the mtUtary, and Joab bad that 
charge. The Cherethites and Pelethites 
formed the bodyguard tor the king. 
Tribute is from :rue and defined, 
"properly a bUrden (as causing to 
taint) . 1. e. a tax In the form of forced. 
labor."-Strong. It referred to the 
matter at exacting manual labor tram 
men taken in war, and otbers taIllng 
into servitude under the king. Adoram 
had charge of the bureau. The r6-
oord,er and the ,cribe had work much 
aUke. About all the dUference was, 
the former was more Uke that of a 
secretary. handl1ng the transient and 
personal Items pertaining to the king, 
whlle the latter had to do with the 
more permanent records for the king
dom. Zadok and Abiathar were Officers 
in the re11glous activities about the 
altar and tabernacle. Ohief ruler. The 

second word Is not in the original. 
The first Is from XOBEN and defined, 
"Uterally one ofllciating, a priest; also 
(by courtesy) an acting priest (al
though a layman) ."-Strong. The regu
lar priests. Zadok and Ablathar, are 
already named in this paragraph. We 
therefore would understand this last 
named man to have been a 80rt of 
valet to the king. The mixed group 
named in this paragraph 18 to be 
understood from the nature of the 
Mosaic system; it was one that com· 
bined clvll and religious gQvernment. 

2 SAMUEL 21 
Verse 1. This does not teach that 

an innocent son might be punished 
for the 81ns of bis fatber. Ex. 20: 5 
clearly states that the chlldren who 
hate the Lord will be punished; that 
they wlll be punished wltb slmUar 
treatment to that baving been Imposed 
on their wicked father. Saul bad mur
dered the Gibeonites, thus breaking 
the oath that Joshua had made with 
them. Saul was dead, but tbls verse 
describes his descendants as a blood!! 
house. We do not bave tbe particulars 
of their Bcllons ; it i8 enough to know 
the Lord said these descendants com
posed a lJloodtv house. This conneCted 
them in guilt 'with their fathers, and 
made them the victims of just ven
geance of God. 

Verse 2. Joshua 9 gives account of 
the league formed with the Glbeonites. 
It was obtained by fraud, but, having 
been made, the chUdren of Israel were 
bound by it_ Saul disregarded it and 
thought to show hts zeal for God's 
people by slaying the Glbeonltes. Such 
an act was counted mega! by the Lord. 

Verse 3. David offered to make 
amends tor the wrong done, and asked 
the Glbeonites to state their demands. 

Verses 4-6. They said they did not 
require the death of any man fn [traer. 
SLnce the sons of SaUl were Israelites, 
we would question the meaning ot 
their e:a:preasion. Tbe comments on v. 
1 will he)p to explain. Since innocent 
persons sbould not be punished for 
the sins of othera, it would not be Nst 
to select victlm8 tram the genera! 
public of the IsraeUtesj they should 
be taken from the descendants of Saul 
since they were a blooctll house. 

Verse 7. Oaths were regarded sacred, 
and for that reason David spared 
Mephibosheth from the punishment. 
He was a son of Jonathan and thus 
of the second generation from Saul; 
the decree in Ex. 20: 6 reached to the 
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fourth. This man. therefore. was a 
part of the b1ool%2I Mu.ae ot Saul, but 
eseaped the penalty about to be in~ 
flicted, through the oath made with 
Jonathan. 

VersB 8. Proper nouns were Borne
times used indefinitely in old times. 
In 1 Samue118: 17-19 we may see that 
Merab, not Miehal. was the mother of 
these five sona. But ahe had been sug
gested as a subsUtute for Mlchal to 
become the wife of David; that doubt
less accounts for the exchange of 
names in this verse. The fact that 
seema clear is, that all of the seven 
(completeness) selected 8S victims of 
the punishment were grandsons of 
Saul. 

Verse 9. It these men were hanged, 
why say they lell' The word bas a 
figurative 8S well a8 literal meaning. 
Deut. 21: 28 glvea the law requiring 
that dead bodies be taken down from 
the tree of execution on the day of 
death. When that was done, these men 
were represented as having fallen to 
the ground. This execution took place 
in the beginning of barley harvest, 
which came in the spring. 

Verae 10. The law stipulated tbat 
the burial of a man dying on a tree 
must take place the same day; but the 
decree was not concerned especially 
with "tbe fact of the burial; the main 
thing was that his body must not reo 
main on the tree over night. The 
bodies of these men when taken down 
from the trees were not burted; they 
were laid on the ground, exposed to 
view. The mother of two of them, 
prompted by parental love, watched 
over them. With only some sackcloth 
for bedding, and the rock for a bed
stead, sbe kept nlgbt·and-day vigil, 
being alert to keep the birds and 
beasts from making food of them. The 
barley harvest came In the spring 
months. Rainfall was seasonal tn Pales· 
tine, the "early rain" coming In the 
fall and the "latter rain" In the spring. 
Between these rainy seasons there 
were several months of dry weather. 
Rlzpab kept up her watcb for all of 
tbls period. It Is dlmcult to describe 
fully such an uhlbltlon of devotion 
to one'a offBpring, and this mother has 
been celebrated in history and song. 

Verse 11. This verse merely states 
that David learned of the deed of 
Rizpah; it does not give us any da.te. 
Between it and the next verse there 
must have been a considerable space 
of time, for v. 10 declares that Rizpab 
continued ber watch unW the rain 

began to fall, whlcb was In the end 
of the Beason. 

Verses 12-H. Sometime in the 
autumn David got the bones of Saul 
and Jonathan. together with those ot 
the men who had been hanged. and 
buried them In the family sepulchre. 
Atter this, God reversed the stricken 
condition at the land. 

Verses 15-22. This paragraph covers 
some of David'. military exploits at 
various times. War tiga.in, after t",.f.I, 
and such Uko expressions, found 
strewn in the passage. shows the writer 
was concerned more with the outstand· 
ing nature of some of the deeds than 
with the particular dates. David was 
unafraid of the men of giant propor
tions when they were arrayed against 
the Lord's army. His own men plead 
with him (v. 17) not to rl8k ble lire; 
that hIs guidance for the soldiers was 
of more value than the death of a few 
Individual ruffians. He had, betore 
this, been appealed to along this 11ne. 
(Ob. 18: 3.) 

2 SAMUEL 22 
Verse 1. This chapter is practically 

the Bame as Psalms 18. A brief com· 
ment wlll be made at that place, but 
the chapter will be considered In de
tan here eince the occasions of Its 
composition aTe 80 near 1n date to that 
now connected with the history. David's 
victories over Saul. his personal and 
official enemy, together with those 
over his enemies in general, gave the 
incentive for this Bong or psalm. 

Verse 2. Most of the terms used in 
this chapter pertain to war and other 
conditions of danger. Some of them 
are figurative and others Uteral. A 
rock signifies a soUd basts: a fortre88 
Is a protected hiding place; and a de
liverer Is one who hl!lps another escape 
his enemy. David ascribes all these to 
the Lord. 

Verse 3. With Buch a Being tor a 
rock he would trust the keeping at bls 
interests. A shield is part of the pro-
tective armor of a soldier. Hom in 
figurative language means power. High 
tower reters to the places used in war~ 
fare for protection, al80 for look-out 
purposes. 

Verse f . Salva.tion wUl come tram 
Gild If be Ie called upon; faith In blm 
is necessary to obtain his help. 

Verse 5. David had not died, but 
the danger of death had beset him In 
waves. UnqOdZll 1& from the word else
where rendered Bella! in the Old Tes
tament. 
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Verse 6. Borrowll Ie from a. word 
that means literally & rope or strong 
cord. Prevented. means to precede. 
Hen is from SHEOL and 1s rendered 
grave, bell, pit. The verse means that 
wherever David turned his attention 
he raced threat of violent death. 

Verse 7. When hUman help seems 
useless it is well to call on the Lord. 
David did 80 and God heard him out 
of ll1ia t emple. The last word Js from 
an original that means palace, The 
thought is that God's place or abode Is 
not too hIgh nor tar away to be reached 
by the prayers of the righteous. 

Verse 8. The mighty votce of Je· 
hovah overcame the attacks of the 
wicked. 

Verse 9. As fire Is used in destroy· 
ing objectionable things, so God's 
power over sinful forces is compared 
to that element. 

Verse 10. All the parts of the unI· 
verse are subject to the might of God. 
He Is able to overcome all forces of 
darkness. 

Verse 11. A cherub is an imaginary 
creature of exalted 1Ugbt; the wind 
would ordInarUy be an element out
side the power of man. But God is 
able to surmount all obstacles and 
bring them under his control. 

Verse 12. Pavilion.t meana a housing 
place, and God Is able to sujugate the 
works of darkness to his use; also, the 
waters of oppression are made sub
ject to God. 

Verse 13. Coals of llre would indio 
eate more life than a mere flame or 
flash. The force of God's brightness 
Is compared to coals. 

Verse 14. The elements of mighty 
storms are used to illustrate the power 
of Ood's voice. 

Verse 15. The pronoun them reters 
to the various evil beings and things 
already mentioned in this chapter. 
God's figurative arrows had scattered 
these evil forces. 

Verse 16. God's superiority over all 
things else is the thought most promi· 
nent in this verse. The channels or 
bed of the sea, and the fOUndations or 
strength of the world's inhabitants, 
were tamed by the Lord's rebuke. 
N08trils is rendered "anger" in the 
margin, and the lexicon agrees. It 
meana the things referred to are 
brought into subjection by the Lord's 
(righteous) anger. 

Verse 17. Water8 in figurative lan
guage means the floods of tribulations. 
God delivered David from such waters. 

Verse 18. Human strength cannot 
endure the hatred ot wicked enemies; 
but the help from the Lord wtll deliver 
the righteous from aU evil. 

Verse 19. These evil torces pre
vented David in that they tried to 
interfere with his service to God. This 
was done at a time of calamity. just 
when be needed help the most; the 
Lord gave him that help. 

Verse 20. Large place reters to the 
bountifulness or the Lord's prOvisions, 
This idea Is given much attention in 
the New Testament. See 1 PeA 1: 2; 
4: 10; Jude 2. 

Verses 21, 22. David does not mean 
to boast of his goodness, The thought 
is that God would not have favored 
him had he not been a righteous man. 

Verse 23. Judgment, and 8tatutes. 
There Is not mUch practical difference 
In the meaning of these words, but 
there Is a technical distinction. The 
first is from MI8HPAT and defined, 
"properly a verdict (favorable or un
favorable) pronounced judieially. es
pecIally a sentence or formal decree 
(human or divine law, individual or 
collecUve),includtng the act, the place, 
the suit, the crime, and the Denalty,"
Strong. The second 1s trom CHOQ and 
defined, "An enactment: hence an ap. 
poJntment (of time, space, quantity, 
labor or usage) :'-Strong. To sum 
up, the first means laws brought about 
by some emergency or specific circum
stance, while the second means those 
laws that were decreed regardless of 
special conditions. 

Verses 24, 25. See the comments at 
verses 21, 22, 

Verse 26. It Is Uterally true that 
God 1s tnerc1ful to only those who are 
merciful to others. See Matt. 6; 7. 
God Is upright, however, at all Urnes, 
whether man Is or not. But a. wicked 
man will regard him in an untavorable 
light, because he Is judging others by 
himself. 

Verse 27. This verse Is explained by 
the closIng sentence of preceding para. 
grapn. 

Verse 28. Save and 'fl1)0tfl. are used 
as opposites. The a1Hicted w1ll be 
favored at God, but the haughty will 
receive the frown of his eyes. 

Verse 29. In flgurative language a 
lamp refers to enlightenment, and gui
dance through the darkness of human 
uncertainty. 

Verse' 30. David was a man of war 
and frequeIlUy encountered the troops 



2 Samuel 22: 31-23: 3 83 

ot the enemy. He also had to attack 
the cities tbat were walled against 
him. Such experiences gave him the 
basis for :figurative reference to God's 
help as a faithful ally. 

Verse 31. The special thought here 
is the condition on which God will help 
man. It Is that he put his trust in 
the Lord. 

Verse 32. The heathen worshipped 
many gods, but with David there was 
but one and that was the Lord, a word 
which Strong defines, "selt-Existent or 
Elerna!." The gods ot the heathen 
were artifiCial, or were demons, and 
neither existed by their own power. 

Verse 33. The margin gives "rid
deth" for maketh. It means that. by 
rIdding the pathway of life ot unsur
mountable barriers, it makes it perfect. 

Verse 34. The hind is an animal 
very swift of feet. David means he 
was able to outrun his enemies, and 
mount to places above them. 

Verse 35. The success which David 
had in war was due to the help of God. " 
Tbe enemies at hlm were those at 
God, hence the divine assistance was 
given. 

Verse 36. Gentleness Is from a word 
meaning condescension. When God 
looked down in pity on David, It caused 
him to react favorably and reach up
ward toward the higher plane at Ute. 
Such a Ute constitutes true greatness. 

Verse 37. En.large means to broaden, 
and steps means the place for walking. 
The verse means that God made plenty 
of room for David to walk, that he 
might not sUp. 

Verses 38·40. The outstandtng strain 
running through this chapter. as well 
as through much at David's writing, 
is bis success in battle. That included 
both his personal and omcial enemies. 
It Is noteworthy that he always as
cribed it to the Lord. 

Verse 41. Most warfare in ancient 
times was with the sword; in the at
tacks it was desired to behead the 
antagonist. That accounts for the re
peated mention of the neck. 

Verse 42. Ood will not assist those 
who fight. against his people; there
fore, it would be In vain for them to 
look for help from the Lord. 

Verse 43. This verse adds no new 
fact; " it is a description of the com
pleteness of victory over the foes. 

Verse 44. In one verse David re
members bis difficulties with botb "his 

own relatives (Absalom), and the 
heathen or people of foreign blood. 

Verses 45. 46. This is the same 
as the clOSing part of preceding verse. 

Verse 47. The Lord liveth. This Is 
not merely an aBSertion that the Lord 
was not dead. It has the strength of 
continuous existence; He is aeU-exlst
ent. For that reason he Is 8, suitable 
Being to rest on as firm and solid rock. 

Verses 48, 49. Vengeance Is right 
when it is God that avengeth. This is 
taught In Romans 12: 19. 

VerBe 60. Heathen. Is from GOI, and 
Strong defines it. "a foreign nation; 
hence a gentile; also (figuratively) a 
troop of animals, or a 1Ught of locusts." 
In the A. V. it 1& translated by Gen
tile, heathen, naUons, people. It thus 
has a wide scope of meanings, and 
expresses the great extent ot David's 
power. 

Verse 51. A tower was much used 
anciently as a shelter from an at
tacking army. The word, therefore, 
came to be used figuratively of the 
special help from God in Urnes of 
danger. It was most evident when his 
anoirntelt was 1n danger. 

2 SAMUEL 23 
Verse 1. Chronologically, this cbap~ 

ter should be the last one of the book. 
But we have noted other places where 
strict order was not observed by the 
inspired writers. The original for last 
does not require the strictest sense; it 
means the words of David that were 
written in the latter days of his life. 
Raised- up on. high. refers to his place 
as king over God's people. and the 
exaltation brought to him through 
divine favor. SWeet psalmist 01 Is"ael. 
The second word does not mean David 
personally; it means psalms that were 
used by the children of Israel in praise 
of him. The thought is along the 
same line as the statements just pre
ceding it. The word is from ZElUB. 
and deftned by "a song to be accom
panied with musical instruments."
Strong. David was held in such favor 
by the people that they celebrated him 
in their sweet ("pleasant .. ) musical 
exercises. 

Verse" 2. This verse means that 
David spoke by inspiration. 

Verse 3. Mmt be" should be under· 
stood to mean that David believed God 
to be the kind of ruler described. We 
note that God Is also designated a 
rock. It means the government for 
Israel was on a firm foundation. 
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Verse 4. A cloudless day following 
a refreshing rain Is used to compare 
the glory ot God. 

Verse 5. The meaning at this verse 
1s a little dim on account of the in
direct form ot language. David COD
siders his house Is secure through the 
favor of God. although It would not 
have been 80 without divine help. 

Verse 6. Belial means very wicked 
characters, and 8uch had long been a 
threat to the peace of David. The Lord 
bad enabled bim to overcome all such 
persoDs, sinte human power could not 
have done so. 

Verse 7. In the previous verse the 
evil cbaracters were likened to thorns. 
To cast such things into the fire would 
require use of a staff or tron. The 
ASsistance given by the Lord consti
tuted that implement. 

Verse 8. David was a man of great 
talents and accomplished much in his 
lifetime. But be depended not only on 
God for assurance of success; he 
brought into bis service the men of 
outstanding abUtty. For a reason not 
given, the men were grouped in tbreeB, 
and several verses are devoted to nam
ing these trioe. Not all of the three 
will be named, but the principal man 
will be, and in some cases the unusual 
deed of the same will be stated. In the 
present one, the slaying of 800 men 
was the teat. 

Verses 9. 10. Ha:n4 olav. unto tlte 
.tWOra.. This was because he bad been 
so constantly engaged with the use of 
it that a sort of cramp Blezed it and 
resisted, the attempt to open it to re
lease the weapon. After he had slain 
the vast horde of Phllist1nes. the peo
ple reaped the results by coming on 
and taking the spoll. 

Verses 11, 12. LentileB were a podded 
vegetable llke the modern beans; they 
were very desirable food. The Ph1Us
tines planned to get the product on 
the ground and thus deprIve the Is
raelttea of tbelr rlgbts. wbo fted on 
account of the great number of the 
foe. Sbammab. by tbe help of tbe 
Lord, defeated the purpose of the 
Philistines. 

Verses 13, 14. According to the mar
ginal readIng, three men were over 
thirty. These verses are another in· 
stance of the unchronologtcal manner 
of some partl of the BIble. In 1 Sam. 
22: 1 we may read. of thia cave as 
being a hiding place for David. It i. 
here given along with a general ac
count of bi. Ilte. The 'MId evidently 

wu near Bethlehem from the follow
Ing verse. 

Verses 16. 16. David called for water 
to drink from the well near Bethlehem. 
To get It, the PhU1stinea would have 
to be encountered, since they had 
possession of the well. The three men 
mentioned In verse 13 undertook the 
feat, and secured the water. But in
stead of drinkIng it, David poured it 
on the ground. 

Verse 17. It 18 difficult to under
stand David's actions here. The men 
bad already taken the rlak of their 
lives and were safe back in their 
headQ.uarters. The water would be no 
benefit if sp1lled on the ground. How
ever. the circumstance serves to show 
us the kindly taeltng D'avid had for 
others. . 

Verses 18, 19. Differences in rank 
were recognized in those Urnes as 
well as in the present. As a reward 
tor his valor, Ablahal was exalted 
above the othera of the trio. He had 
,slain three hundred men. 

Verse 20. UonUke is deflned. "herotc." 
It means they were unusuaUy strong 
and acUve. Time of an.ow Is inctdentaJ, 
explaining why the Hon was taking 
refuge in the pit. But the tact ot the 
lion's being In the Pit makes the en· 
counter appear 8S ODe of extraordinary 
hazard. 

Verse 21. A atatr -was a lIgbter 
weapon than a apear. The grea.tneas 
ot thi. feat w.. in tbe fact of dis
arming the Egyptian and slaying him 
with his own weapon. 

Verses 22, 23. Honor to whom it 
18 due entitled Benalah to the present 
report, but he must not be thought to 
equal, In rank, another trio In David's 
service. 

Vera •• 24-39. All of tbes~ men at· 
tached to David In service for the 
kingdom were outstanding. Special 
mention, however, should be made of 
Asahel because of hts relation to 
Joab. the comma.nder·ln~hlet; and ot 
UrJah because of the affatr with Bath· 
sheba. 

2 SAMUEL 24 
Verse 1. One rule for Interpreting 

language is to explain the more dim.· 
cult passages by the simpler ones. This 
verse haa an indefinite use of the pro
Doun he. Apparently, the antecedent 
18 Lord, but the context will Dot agree 
with such conclusion. It the same In
cident can be found eleswhere In the 
ocripturea. perhaps It w!ll .tate It in· 
more direct form. We have just that 
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thlnl\" In 1 Chr. 21: 1. In that place 
we have Satan mentioned as the one 
who moved David to number the pea· 
pie. Taking the two passages together 
we get the thought. The antecedent ot 
lie Is SatAn, Implled. Just wby the 
l>ronoun la given in the present verBe 
instead of the nOUD, we do not know. 
It is not the only place in the Bible 
where & pronoun Is used with the 
noun not named. See "his" tor the 
Lord In John 7: 38, and "he" (first 
Jnstance) tor God or Christ in 1 John 
5: 16. The word moved 18 from CUWTlI 
and defined, "properly to prick, l. e. 
(figuratively) stimulate; by Impllc ... 
tiOD to seduce."-Strong, The word 
has been rendered in the A. V. by 
entice, move, persuade, provoke. set 
on, sUr UP. take away. A question 
arising might be, why would Satan 
wish to persuade David to do this. The 
answer 18 to be Been in bls main 
characteristic. In 1 Tim. 3: 6 we learn 
that the devU was condemned for his 
pride. And the connection shows the 
moUve of David In numbering Israel 
was pride. And his pride over numerl· 
cal strength caused him to neglect an 
important item of the law. See com· 
ments at verRe 15. 

Verl9 2. That 1 mati kfl.ow the 
numller, This Is what reveals the mo
tive; not that th~ peopl~ might b~ en· 
couraged by their Itrength. but tor 
David's aatlatacUon in knowing the 
number. It was somewhat Uke a miBer 
counting his gold; not to see If he Is 
able to make a purchase (he seldom 
does that), but just tor the pleasure of 
knowing how much he has. 

Verse 3. Joab protested the order of 
the king, and bta use of the word 
delfgltt confirms the comments in the 
preceding verse as to pride. 

Verse •. WhUe it was against Joab's 
judgment to number the people, be 
was 'an obedient Bubject of the king, 
and compl1ed with the order. 

Verses 6-8. This shOWS the thorough· 
ness ot the work; the important partA 
of the territory were covered. It was 
not done In undue haste, either, for 
almost ten months was used. 

Verse 9. A difference occurs be
tween the numbers here and the cor .. 
responding account In 1 Cbr. 21: 5. In 
some instances. dUrerenc:ea in numbera 
are accounted for by the method of ex .. 
pressing numerals tn ancient Urnes. 
which was by letters. When manu· 
scripts got worn it was easy for a 
traIllcrlber (who was not an Inspired 
man) to misread one letter for an· 

other. No attention was paid to that 
subject by writers and speakers In the 
Bible, because mere numeral discrep
ancies are unimportant, usually. In 
the case at band, however, there is 
another explanation. In 1 Chr. 21 : 5 
mention i8 made of the omtsalon of 
the tribes ot Benjamin and Levi. Al· 
though that fact is mentioned in this 
place, where the number given is the 
larger one, it should be considered in 
the account in 2 Samuel. where the 
smaller number is given. It seems 
that Joab obeyed the klng's order in 
the main, but finally became provoked 
at the whole project, and left oft two 
tribes In bis return. The larger ac
count includes all the tribes; but when 
he came to dellver the report to David, 
he gave the number, less those of the 
two trlbe8. 

Verse 10. True to hiB characteristic 
temperament, David repented of his 
wrong and made free confession. 

Verses 11. 12. There was generally a 
national prophet in service in the 
times of which we are studying, such 
as Samuel, Nathan, Gad, etc. God sent 
the prophet (called a soor) , to tell 
David the divine message. The mercy 
of the Lord Is seen in that he leaves 
it somewhat to him as to what punish· 
ment 18 to be inflicted. 

Verse 13. The three things trom 
which he must choose are famine 
(sbomp In natural producte), be 
chased by the enemy (human chastise-
ment), and pestilence (miraculous 
afHlctions) . 

Verse 14. David concluded that he 
would rather tall into the hands of 
God. 

Verse 16. This pestUence was in 
accordance with Ex. 30 : 12. It will 
help in this place to Quote Josephus 
who certainly understood the law of 
his own people. "Now King David was 
desirous to know how many ten thou· 
sands there were of the people, but 
torgot the commands of Moses, who 
told them beforehand, tbat It tbe mul· 
titude were numbered, they shOUld pay 
half a sbekel to God for every head. 
Accordingly. the king commanded 
Joab, the captain ot his host, to go and 
number the whole multitude." AnUq· 
uit1es, 7·13·1. Pride is always wrong; 
In tbl. .... It brought a distinctly 
evil result. In his eagerness to gratit,y 
his feeling. David neglected to observe 
the reqUirements ot the Ja.w. 

Vers88 16, 17. The acUons of these 
verses were done simultaneously. God 
repented him of the evil (determined 
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to change the conditions} because of 
his great mercy, He told the angel to 
stay his hand because the people had 
been punished enough. At the same 
time, David was moved with compas
sion for his people. whom he called 
sheep. Taking all the blame on him
self, he asked God to let the punish
ment fall on him and his house. There 
is no evidence that such a change 
was made. 

Verse 18. The actual atonement was 
made by the physical afIliction. David 
was not permitted to assume that, but 
was required to perform a ceremonial 
service to God, to clear his personal 
guilt. He was commanded to build an 
altar and offer sacrifices. The place 
was designed for the service. David 
was not a priest; not even of the 
priestly tribe. Confusion sometimes 
occurs on this subject; it is supposed 
that a priest only could lawfully offer 
a sacrifice. It is true that all sacri
fices offered on the brazen altar as 
part of the regular Mosaic system, had 
to be handled by the priest. But the 
particular ceremony that a priest only 
could perform, at any time or place, 
was the burning of incense. (1 Chr. 
23: 13; 2 Ohr. 26: 16-18.) 

Verses 19, 20. In obedience to the 
prophet, David went to see Araumah. 
Their meeting was agreeable and the 
king was paid the homage due him. 

Verse 21. Araumah was told what 
was wanted of him, and the use to be 
made of it. He was told that it was 
to be sold to David. 

Verses 22, 23. Araumah was friendly 
toward the proposition, even offering 
all for David's use free of charge. 

Verses 24, 25. In refusing to accept 
the property free, David gave us an 
excellent lesson on the subject of sacri
fices. To offer to the Lord something 
that cost the giver nothing would· not 
be a sacrifice, at all. That principle is 
taught throughout the whole Bible. 
Christians are commanded to give out 
of their property. (1 Cor. 16: 2.) If 
we do not give up something of value, 
and that could have been used our· 
selves, we have not made any sacrifice. 
Jesus gave his life for us, and his 
Father before him had given him up 
to the sinful world, as "his unspeak
able gift." (2 Oor. 9: 15.) 

1 KINGS I 
Verse 1. Stricken in years. The first 

word is from the Hebrew BO, and 
defined, "a primitive root; to go or 

come(1n a wide variety of applica
tions),"-Strong. It is renedered "to 
come in" 1200 Urnes in the A. V. 
Thus it has no meaning pertaining to 
the condition of the thing or person 
spoken of. What may follow its use 
must determine the condition. The 
term means only that David had come 
into years. The same could be said of 
Moses who was 120 at death and in his 
full vigor. Likewise, Abraham was at 
least 137 when he begat six SODS. The 
last part of the verse was needed to 
tell us of David's condition. We are 
not told in any place why he became 
so infirm and lived to be only 70. 
(2 Sam. 5: 4.) 

Verse 2. Sta.rnd. before the king 
means to be always "in waiting" for 
his service. Oherish is from CAKAN 
and defined, "a primitive root; to be 
familiar with; by implication to min· 
ister to, be serviceable to. to cherish, 
be customarY."-Strong. With such a 
relationship established under the prac· 
tice of those times. this virgin would 
be permitted to occupy the same bed 
with the king, in order to give him 
the warmth of her body. 

Verses 3, 4. The damsel secured 
ministered to the king in his infirmity. 
Kitng knew h.er not means that he did 
not have the intimacy pertaining to 
husband and wife. 

Verse 5. The death of David was 
evidently near, and another king will 
take his place. Haggith was one of his 
wi ves and Adonijah was her son. (2 
Sam. 3: 4.) He thought he could get 
his father's place and prepared to do so. 

Verse 6. This explains the vanity of 
the young man. He was a "spoiled" 
child; had never been denied any reo 
quest of his father. He was half 
brother to Absalom, another son in· 
dulged to his father's sorrow. Parents 
should consider the evil results of 
being over indulgent toward their 
children. 

Verse 7. Almost every man, though 
unworthy, will have a following, and 
Adonijah was supported in his con· 
spiracy. He won over Joab. David's 
commander·in·chief, and Abiathar, one 
of the priests. 

Verse 8. Another priest, Zadok, 
Kathan the prophet, and most of the 
important other men, remained true to 
David. The condition of the king, how
ever. would seem to give Adonijab 
opportunity for working up senUment 
for his scheme. 

Verse 9. Conspirators often like to 


