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The Cost of Not Following Jesus 
Matthew P. Lewis 

 
"More consequences for thought and action follow from the affirmation or denial of God 

than from answering any other basic question."1 
 
 The truth of this statement is self evident and is undeniable in the things that we see and hear 
on a daily basis. There are word pictures within the Bible that confirm what is clearly evident. I 
would like to share with you a word pictures from the Scriptures I recently shared with a non-
Christian friend of mine while lamenting to me about how his world was falling apart around 
him due to the evil of riches. The psalmist said the following in Psalm 73:1-20:  

Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are pure in heart. But as for me, my feet 
had almost stumbled; my steps had nearly slipped. For I was envious of the 
boastful, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. For there are no pangs in their 
death, but their strength is firm. They are not in trouble as other men, nor are 
they plagued like other men. Therefore pride serves as their necklace; Violence 
covers them like a garment. Their eyes bulge with abundance; they have more 
than heart could wish. They scoff and speak wickedly concerning oppression; they 
speak loftily. They set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walks 
through the earth. Therefore his people return here, and waters of a full cup are 
drained by them. And they say, "How does God know? And is there knowledge in 
the Most High?" Behold, these are the ungodly, who are always at ease; they 
increase in riches. Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands 
in innocence. For all day long I have been plagued, and chastened every morning.  
If I had said, "I will speak thus, "Behold, I would have been untrue to the 
generation of your children. When I thought how to understand this, it was too 
painful for me — until I went into the sanctuary of God; Then I understood their 
end.” 

After reading this, my friend received the instruction from the Lord having a clear understanding 
that the man writing this was a good man doing his best to serve God, but he was not prospering 
due to other men’s wickedness. We may in this world suffer, even though we are doing our best, 
because the wicked are over us. 
 This morning as we begin this series of lectures dealing with “The Cost of Following Jesus,” 
I am the sole speaker here that has been tasked with the broad topic of discussing the antithesis 
of the theme of this lecture, “The Cost of Not Following Jesus.” I am sure everyone here would 
agree the topic assigned to me could be the subject of an entire week long lecture and not come 
close to exhausting the Biblical or secular material on this subject. 
 As I begin my task this morning, I like the psalmist would like to take a look at the wicked in 
this world with the intent to show that there is indeed a terrible cost for denying Jesus, and in 
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doing so look at some consequences in both the physical and spiritual areas. To the glory of God 
we will also look at some men that realized the wickedness, were able to come out of it and took 
steps to insure the spiritual and physical liberties that God so desperately wants us to enjoy as 
Christ taught in John 10:10, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. 
I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” 
 
I The first aspect we will look at is our spirituality as this will affect every aspect of our 

lives. 
A Spiritual is defined by Webster’s Dictionary as: sensitivity or attachment to religious 

values. Which religious values: Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish, Christian? 
B The Biblical definition of “spiritual” is in reference to things; emanating from the Divine 

Spirit, or exhibiting its effects and so its character.2 Therefore the Bible speaks about 
Jehovah or Elohim as opposed to all other false gods which He calls false. 

C The God of the Bible is distinctly different than all other gods not only in doctrines but in 
the way he exhibits his influence upon His believers and is seen manifested in the 
physical world. 
1 The Muslim god “Allah” is depicted in the Quran as a conquering god bringing the 

world into submission to his will through military might also know as Jihad. He is a 
god that teaches either all infidels must become Muslim or a monetary tax be levied 
upon them that is so high that it is an incentive to convert. If not they are to be 
destroyed. Allah sees this as honorable service, and the greater the destruction the 
greater the rewards. 

2 The Hindu system is a system of gods, and these gods have attained godhood through 
a series of reincarnations based off of the karma system. Hindus do not believe in sin 
so to speak but in karma which is both good and bad. Ones karma will dictate how 
many times they are reincarnated before they reach nirvana or godhood. If you have 
good karma you are reincarnated into the cast system or a higher cast. If your karma 
is bad you could be reincarnated out of the cast system or possibly even be 
reincarnated into an animal. If you are suffering in this life because of your bad karma 
those that have been reincarnated higher than you cannot help you in any way without 
receiving your bad karma. Therefore there is no compassion in the Hindu faith except 
with your own karma group. 

3 The Jews and the Christians worship the same God, but there is a big difference in the 
between God in the Old Testament and God in the New Testament as the Jews under 
the Law of Moses could not have there sins taken away until the coming of the 
Messiah. As a result God remained distant. They also developed a false understanding 
that the kingdom of God was always going to be physical as we can see in the 
apostles attitude in Acts 1:6 when they questioned Jesus, “"Lord, will You at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?" The apostles as well as many Jews thought God would 
send a messiah to reestablish the throne of David and free the Jews from the Romans 
and establish Israeli Supremacy as they had under David and Solomon. Jesus taught 
that his kingdom was not a physical kingdom but a spiritual kingdom. (John 18:36) 
God went from keeping His distance from man in the Old to actually dwelling with 
man in the New due to the ability of Christ to regenerate us (Titus 3:5). 

D The Biblical definition of “spiritual” has an aspect of God exhibiting His effects upon His 
believers and God has done so in these latter times through His son Jesus the Christ 
(Hebrews 1:1,2), and we can see that Jesus’ teachings are so different than anything 
taught before or since that He astounded those that heard him, “And so it was, when Jesus 
had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, for He taught 
them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” (Matthew 7:28,29). Honest men 
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among non-believers in many fields of study testify that Christ’s indeed was a master 
teacher, and his teachings are life changing. My speech teacher at the University of 
Wisconsin Superior gave Christ the honor due him as a teacher even though she was not a 
friend of Christ. What are some of Christ’s key teachings? 
1 He is the only begotten Son of God, “For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

2 He was sinless, “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) 
This is an aspect that belongs to Jesus alone. Neither Buddha, Mohammed nor any 
Hindu god makes this claim. 

3 His blood is the only substance in the universe that can cleanse our sins, “and from 
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the 
kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood.” (Revelation 1:5) 

4 The final aspect of Christ we will list here is the impossibility of attaining the perfect 
state of heaven without Him, “Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6) 

E Knowing the teachings of Christ above as well as other aspecst of the system of faith in 
Christ or the Law of Christ (Galatians 6:2) that we have not covered nor can we cover in 
the time given today, we understand that just as in any system of religion, Jesus has set 
consequences for not following Him. 
1 Under the Law of Christ, He tells us there are two groups of people that will have to 

bear the cost of not following Him, “in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who 
do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
(2 Thessalonians 1:8) 

2 One of the aspects of Christ is that He is The King, “Pilate therefore said to Him, 
"Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this 
cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." (John 18:37) 
a As The King his rule is universal whether you believe he is The King or not, 

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth.:(Matthew 28:18) 

b As a King He has the right to make laws, “He who rejects Me, and does not 
receive My words, has that which judges him — the word that I have spoken will 
judge him in the last day.” (John 12:48) 

c In those laws he has set the standards for behavior and morality, “Do you not 
know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners 
will inherit the kingdom of God.” 

d As King He has the right to execute His judgment, “He who overcomes shall 
inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, 
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and 
all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death." (Revelation 21:8) 
 

II There are three God ordained institutions the Home, Church, and Government. In this 
lesson we are going to take a look at the effects of not following Jesus on these three 
institutions. Let us start with the home or family.   
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A Sociologist and anthropologists understand the family is the most important aspect in 
understanding any civilization. The family is the basic unit of society where the 
government concentrates its influence. We can see this in our own preamble to our 
constitution as well as quotes from political scientists telling us that governments derive 
their power from the consent of the governed. The family is the backbone of any 
civilization. 
1 Christians understand that God has much to say in the Scriptures about the family on 

how it is to be governed and the responsibilities of the Husband, wife and children. 
God gives us a user manual in the Bible to show how every aspect of our lives are to 
be governed by the principles within. In general, this country dating from the 1950’s 
and before had a concentrated effort focused on the family where the husband worked 
and the wife stayed at home. While this existed in society, divorce and abortion were 
talked about behind closed doors because there was a social stigma of shame. 
Homosexuality was defined by the American Psychological Association as an 
aberrant mental disorder destructive to both the family and society; every state had 
laws that criminalized homosexuality the punishment of which was death, or life 
imprisonment. The changes began in the 1960’s and began to take root in the 1970’s 
with the tree bearing its sinful fruit on June 26, 2003 when the last Supreme Court 
struck down all 50 states Sodomy Laws. Since that time God’s definition of family 
has been viciously attacked by the homosexual lobby demanding equal rights under 
the law to marry. Friends and brethren this is a clear attack on the family as God has 
designed it. 
      Aside from the clear attacks from without what about the attacks from within. 
What about insidious doctrines that creep in from an ever increasing secular society 
such as materialism and humanism. These are not new; Christ and the apostles dealt 
with these things. I know from experience that one of the most unpleasant things in 
life is dealing with divorce. Preachers and elders hate them because a divorce utterly 
destroys a family. The adults involved, generally, think only of themselves and forget 
about their children, the damage to the church, and their influence is damaged from 
within and without. I have heard the statistic that the number one cause of divorce is 
money. I believe it based off of my experiences with divorce. The Scriptures teach us 
that the love of money is the root of all evil, and I have seen its destructiveness in 
marriages. I have seen wives whose husband make a very good living divorce their 
husbands because they cannot live they way they want to live on the salary of their 
husbands, so they divorce him thinking that life will be better only to find out that 
now they are in poverty and the only ones that became rich off the divorce were the 
lawyers. I have seen it the other way around as well where the husband is a 
workaholic trying to get as much as he can oblivious to the fact that his wife and 
children are unhappy which leads to a divorce. 

2 We all know divorces are complicated, and I have simplified things but the facts are 
the facts. The reason there is a family crisis in our country is because we are paying 
the ungodly cost of not following Christ’s teachings on the family as He wants it to be 
not as we think it should be. 
a We as a society fail to realize there is a chain of command in marriage designed 

by God not man. “To the woman He said: "I will greatly multiply your sorrow 
and your conception; In pain you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be 
for your husband, And he shall rule over you." (Genesis 3:16) 
(a) Titus 2:3-5, “the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not 

slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things — that they 
admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children,  to 
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be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that 
the word of God may not be blasphemed.” 

(b) 1 Peter 3:1, “Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even 
if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the 
conduct of their wives.” 

(c) Just as the godly woman knows of her God given responsibilities to the 
husband so the godly man knows of his responsibilities to the wife; he also 
understands that the verses that teach submission by the wife are the most 
abused passages of Scripture dealing with marriage. God teaches the 
husband’s responsibility of leadership is out of love and as a servant to his 
wife and family. “So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own 
bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.” (Eph 
5:28-29) 

(d) Col 3:19, “Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.” 
3 We need to focus on a properly ordered family as God would have it ordered. 

a Father and Mother are to oversee the family with dad being the final authority 
(Genesis 3:16) 

b Children are a gift from God (Psalm 127:3-5) not a burden, and God demands that 
parents treat their children properly, “And you, fathers, do not provoke your 
children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.” 
(Ephesians 6:4) 

c Children are to be taught about their responsibility to their parents, “Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” (Ephesians 6:1) 

d The parents will be held accountable for being the primary provider for their 
children’s education. That primary focus should be on the Bible (Genesis 18:19; 
Deuteronomy 4:9; 6:7; Psalm 78:3-6; Ephesians 6:4; 2 Timothy 3:15) we will 
discuss this more later in this lesson. 

4 The last point I want to leave you with concerning the family is this. We as Christians 
and Congregations must put focus on our families. We often worry about the bigger 
issues both in the church and in the world, but there is a principle that Christ has 
given us when followed will make our jobs as Christians, husbands, wives and the 
jobs of our elders so much easier that is found in Matthew 6:31-34, “Therefore do not 
worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we 
wear?' For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day 
is its own trouble.” If we focus the basics upon the little things in life the big things 
will fall into place. If we focus on the kingdom of God first, God will give us what 
ever we need to withstand the troubles of this life. I am reminded of a story someone 
told me about Lynn Dickie the coach of the Green Bay Packers. He was asked why 
his team was so successful. He said other teams have fancy playbooks, but I insist in 
my players that they master blocking and tackling. If we have mastered the basics of 
blocking and tackling, a fancy playbook will be useless. Christ’s plan for the family is 
so simple and if followed will be a joy for all involved. A man once said: A happy 
marriage is the nearest thing on earth to heaven. An unhappy marriage can be as near 
to HELL as possible while living on earth.  
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III The church is the next God given institution we will look at to see the effects on it for 

not following Jesus.  
A There is a song we often sing called “The Church’s One Foundation” whose final verse 

says, Tho’ with a scornful wonder we see her sore oppressed, her doctrines rent asunder 
by names and creeds distressed, yet saints their watch are keeping, they cry: “How long 
how long?” And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. This song confirms 
what the Scriptures already tell us: there are those out there that will seek to do harm to 
the church from within and without. 
1 Jesus teaches that there will be some that will tear the church apart and tells us how to 

identify them, "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes from thorn bushes or figs from thistles?” (Matthew 7:15,16) We will know 
these people because there actions will contradict their words. 

2 Paul tells us there are those who will preach and teach things purely for selfish 
reasons, “For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, 
whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame — who set their mind on 
earthly things.” (Philippians 3:18-19) 

3 There will be those teachers that do not know the Scriptures and will destroy others 
through false philosophies and twisting the Scriptures to fit their doctrines, “As also 
in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to 
understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as 
they do also the rest of the Scriptures.” (2 Peter 3:16) 
a Colossians 2:8, “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty 

deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the 
world, and not according to Christ.” 

b 1 Timothy 6:20, “Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding 
profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called.” KJV 

4 The false teaching within the Lord’s Body and those from the denominations stem 
from two destructive attitudes: 
a The inability to accept the authority of Christ which He placed in his Word, “And 

Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth.” (Matthew 28:18), “All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.”(2 timothy 3:16-17) 

b We all need to humble ourselves and realize we are servants, “For I say, through 
the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a 
measure of faith.” (Romans 12:13), “Let nothing be done through selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than 
himself.” (Philippians 2:3) 

5 Let us now take a look at a couple false doctrines. 
a  There is a doctrine of such importance that on May 19, 2007 this group of men 

decided to have a lectureship on this topic to instill in the attendees its soul saving 
importance, Baptism. The absolute necessity of baptism is seen in the following 
chart: 

 
THE BLOOD AND BAPTISM 
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        BLOOD              BAPTISM    

Rev 1:5 
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, 
and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of 
the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and 

washed us from our sins in his own blood 
 

Blood washes our sins away 

Acts 22:16 
And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the 

Lord. 
 
 

Baptism washes our sins away 
Eph 1:7 

In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 

his grace 
 
 

Blood forgives our sins. 

Acts 2:38 
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 

of the Holy Ghost. 
 

Baptism forgives our sins 
Heb 9:14 

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead 

works to serve the living God? 
 

The blood purges our conscience. 

1 Peter 3:21 
The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also 
now save us (not the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 

toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 
 

Baptism cleanses our conscience. 
Blood                                                     Baptism 

 
                                              How are the blood and baptism reconciled? 

 
 

                                                                          Rom 6:3-6 
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we 
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body 

of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 
 

We contact the blood of Christ through baptism. Baptism is necessary. 
 

b I had only been a Christian for three years, and I had a discussion with a Baptist 
preacher who had been preaching for over twenty years. When he found out I was 
a member of the church of Christ, he called me a water dog which prompted me 
to open a discussion about baptism. He asked me to show him one Scripture 
where it un-categorically taught that baptism was necessary for salvation. I used 
Mark 16:16 to which he said, “Nope, that one will not work because the oldest 
and most reliable manuscripts do not have the last 12 verses3. Back then I did not 
know how to handle that argument, so I went on to, 1 Peter 3:21, “The like figure 
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.” After showing him that verse he was dead silent for about a 
minute. I asked him what he thought and his reply to me was, “I have never seen 
this verse before.” This was a man that told me he had been preaching for over 
twenty years in the Baptist church. He further went on to tell me he would have to 
study this verse and get back to me. I left him my name and number, but I never 
heard from him again. 

c At the beginning of this month I was having a Bible study with a woman and 
afterward she asked me if I would like to come to a study group of which she was 
a member. I said yes. Before leaving she gave me the number of the group leader 
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and asked me to call him. I did and he asked me to meet him which I also did. I 
found my self in an interview. He thought it odd that I being a preacher would 
want to study with a group of new “converts.” I told him I did not know it was 
new converts as the woman I was studying with has been a believer in Christ for 
some time and as she invited me I accepted so I can hear and share the Gospel. He 
then asked me if I was a member of the church of Christ. I replied yes. He then 
asked me to correct him if he was wrong, “But don’t the churches of Christ teach 
that Baptism is necessary of salvation?’ I replied, “Yes sir we sure do.” “Well you 
see,” he said, “I hope you do not take offense to this, but I am sure that just as you 
think I am wrong, I believe you are wrong, and I do not want you confusing these 
people with your beliefs.” I asked him if he would be willing to sit down with me 
to discuss baptism as this is the only way we would be able to sort find the truth. 
He refused. Brethren this in not only a problem in the denominations it is a 
problem in our own brotherhood where sound preachers at one time who were 
holding to the truth are now standing with the denominations on the issue of 
baptism and in full fellowship with them. 

d Shortly after I arrived in Hayward, I taught a lesson on the church and how the 
term church, kingdom and body were synonymous. The Scriptures are clear on 
this matter: 
(a) The church and kingdom are used interchangeable in, Matthew 16:18-19, 

“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 

(b) I also used Ephesians 1:22-23 to show that the church is the body, “And He 
put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the 
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”  

(c) I also used the epistle written to the church at Colosse to show that in 1:13 that 
the brethren there were translated into the kingdom, “He has delivered us 
from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of 
His love.” 

We had some members of the church from Texas there for the morning worship 
service, and a couple weeks later I received a letter from the elders of their 
congregation stating, “We had some members of our congregation come to 
Hayward recently on vacation and they had stopped to worship with you. They 
told us that you were teaching some disturbing doctrines concerning the church. 
From what they told us you are teaching that the church, the kingdom, and the 
body are the same thing. We suggest that you stop teaching this doctrine because 
it will lead souls to hell.” This was a letter form an eldership of our brotherhood 
in Texas. Brethren there are clearly costs for not following Jesus. If this eldership 
is allowing this kind of teaching what else are they allowing that is going to damn 
souls to hell? 

e I had one more interesting thing happen to me lately in a men’s group I was 
invited to attend. At the end of this group meeting the men close with a reciting of 
the Lord’s Prayer. I would like to explain that when I am there I do not pray with 
them unless they ask me to lead a prayer. The only thing I do is participate in the 
discussion. The last time I was there I told them that I do not have any problem 
with praying the Lord’s Prayer when I do pray, but I asked them if they would 
become disturbed if someone asked them over and over to give them something 
that they had already given them. They did not understand my point, so I told 
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them every time they say that prayer and ask God for the Kingdom to come that 
they are asking him over and over to do something He has already done about 
2000 years ago. I told them the prayer is proper if you leave the “Thy kingdom 
come” out of the prayer. Even after I had given them Colossians 1:13 and 
Revelation 1:9 which clearly teach that the kingdom has come, they were 
astounded that I would even suggest such a thing. 

f Truly God’s people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge. (Hosea 4:6) 
 

IV The third and final God given institution is that of government. The rest of the lesson 
will focus on the cost to governments for not following Jesus. 
A For those of us that are followers of Jesus Christ we can see all too clearly the cost of not 

following Jesus as seen by the events in this world concerning the Middle East.  
     On January 3rd, 2009 Fox News broke a story about a man named Mosab Hassan 
Yousef. Fox News correspondent Jonathan Hunt opened the written story like this, “As 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and other world leaders try to broker a cease-fire 
agreement between Israel and Hamas, one former member of the militant Islamic 
organization said there will never be lasting peace between the two groups.” Yousef says 
that the reason there will never be peace between the two is because of ideologies 
stemming from the differences in their faiths. Yousef was asked, “Is there any chance for 
peace and co-existence between Israel and Hamas?” Yousef said,” There is no chance. Is 
there any chance for fire to co-exist with water?” 
     What makes these statements remarkable is the story behind Mosab Hassan Yousef. 
Mosab is the son of Sheikh Hassan Yousef, one of the most influential leaders and a 
founder of the militant group Hamas. Mosab was indoctrinated when he was very young 
to hate Israel and use violence against them. Because he was the son of an influential 
leader he attained the leadership of the Islamic Youth Movement which is described as 
something like the Hitler Youth Movement with the exception that these youth actually 
fought against Israeli tanks, and troops, and celebrated suicide bombings and recruited 
youth into the organization. 
     Mosab tells of how he realized the true nature of Hamas when he was imprisoned by 
Israel for terrorism. While he was in prison he witnessed Hamas members torture other 
Hamas members because their interrogations by the Israelis were longer than usual or 
they spent more time in the shower; because of this there was the thought the these men 
were not faithful to Hamas and Islam because they were collaborating with the enemy. 
Mosab was asked if he was ever afraid of being tortured, “Never because everybody in 
the prison knew who I was and who my father was and they would have never moved 
against me. Also my uncle was in the same prison I wa,s and he would never have 
allowed anything to happen to me.” Mosab goes on to talk about how horrible the tortures 
were and how he witnessed the breaking of bones and the use of needles in the torture 
sessions and the screams were so horrible. All of this caused him to question his faith in 
Islam. 
     After his release from prison he tells of how he spent many hours on the side of a hill 
praying and struggling with his Islamic beliefs. He said one day he was walking through 
a street in Jerusalem where a person came up to him and invited him to a Bible reading. 
He went, and he said they read a verse of Scripture spoken by Jesus that he had never 
heard before, “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.” 
(Matthew 5:44) He said that he could immediately see the difference between Jesus and 
Mohammed, but he was not going to give up his faith in Islam just because of one verse. 
Mosab said that he found a Bible and started reading it, but more importantly studying it. 
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He also said that he had to be very careful about making sure that the Bible was never 
seen. He also said that he felt that there was also another necessary step he must take in 
order to settle his faith issue, and that was to study Islam from the opposing viewpoint. 
He said that he did not come to his spiritual conclusion lightly, for one does not throw 
away a life time of beliefs unless he is surely convinced that it is wrong. Mosab became a 
believer in Jesus, but had to hide this from his friends and family as he knew he would be 
killed. He met in secret with other believers in Christ to worship. He went to the US 
Embassy and received a visitors visa for entry into the US and is now living in San 
Diego, CA where he is seeking asylum. He has been speaking out against Islam and 
Hamas and the violence telling his family and friends to turn to Christ.  Because of this 
Osama Bin Laden and other Islamic groups have issued a fatwa or death warrant on 
Mosab.  
     Fox News has an hour long News Documentary on Mosab Hassan Yousef that can be 
seen on You Tube called “Escape from Hamas.” This story shows us the devastating cost 
of governments not following Jesus   

B There is no other country on the face of the earth whose government depends more upon 
the faith of Jesus Christ than the United States of America. 
1 We as Christians understand that a nation cannot be either Muslim Jewish or 

Christian; however, a nation may be referred to as such because their laws and 
government are bound to a set of values as found in each respective holy book. 
Understanding these terms, for anyone to deny the fact that The United States was 
founded upon Christian not Judeo / Christian principles and was a Christian nation is 
a lie. This lie is used to set an agenda to strip our country of its standard of moral 
values. As a matter of fact President Obama denied that we are a Christian Nation 
during a trip just this month to the Middle East. Brethren do not fool yourselves, 
denying this will not make them think we are not because at least one thing the 
Muslims are doing is teaching that this country is founded upon Christianity. To 
believe otherwise is folly. 
a Hitler said in his book Mein Kamph, “By means of shrewd lies, unremittingly 

repeated, it is possible to make people believe that heaven is hell -- and hell 
heaven. The greater the lie, the more readily it will be believed.”  

b God says in Isaiah 5:20, “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who 
put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet 
for bitter!”  

c “It is easier to believe al lie that one has heard a thousand times than to believe a 
fact no one has heard before.” Author Unknown 

d The following quotes clearly teach that this country was founded on Christianity: 
(a) The First Amendment to the US Constitution says the following concerning 

religion, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” There is much argument 
over what this means today; some propagate the lie that this means that the 
government cannot promote a religion over another let alone promote any 
religion.    

(b) Joseph Story, one of the Founding Fathers also know as “The Farther of 
American Jurisprudence, who was appointed to the Supreme Court by 
President Madison in 1811 had this to say in his Commentaries On The 
Constitution of the U.S. Vol. 3, pg 728, “The real object of the amendment 
was, not to countenance, much less to advance Mahometanism, or Judaism, or 
infidelity, by prostrating Christianity; but to exclude all rivalry among 
Christian sects, and to prevent any national ecclesiastical establishment, 
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which should give to an hierarchy the exclusive patronage of the national 
government. It thus cut off the means of religious persecution, (the vice and 
pest of former ages,) and of the subversion of the rights of conscience in 
matters of religion, which had been trampled upon almost from the days of the 
Apostles to the present age.” 

(c) In the Supreme Court Case Church of The Holy Trinity v. U.S. which was 
decided in 1892 states the following in its decision, “These and many other 
matters which might be noticed, add a volume of unofficial declarations to the 
mass of organic utterances that this is a Christian Nation.”  

(d) John Jay, the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court said this, “Only One 
adequate plan has ever appeared in the world, and that is the Christian 
dispensation.”   

(e) Benjamin Franklin, Founding Father, said, “History will also afford frequent 
opportunities of showing the necessity of a public religion… and the 
excellency of the Christian religion above all others, ancient or modern.”  

(f) George Washington as the first President in his Speech to the Delaware Indian 
Chiefs May 12, 1779 said this, “You do well top wish to learn our arts and 
ways of life, and above all the religion of Jesus Christ… Congress will  do 
everything they can to assist you in this wise intention.”   

(g) Noah Webster, Founding Father and writer of the first American Dictionary, 
spoke these quotes, “In my view, the Christian religion is the most important 
and one of the first things in which all children under a free government, 
ought to be instructed… no truth is more evident to my mind than that of the 
Christian religion must be the basis of any government intended to secure the 
rights and privileges of a free people.” Also, “The Christian religion, in Its 
purity is the basis, or rather the source of all genuine freedom in 
government… and I am persuaded that no civil government of a republican 
form can exist and be durable in which the principles of that religion have not 
a controlling influence.”  

(h) Charles Carroll, Founding Father, said this, “Without morals a republic 
cannot subsist any length of time: They therefore who decry the Christian 
religion, whose morality is sublime and pure… are undermining the solid 
foundation of morals, the last security for the duration of free governments.” 

(i) John Quincy Adams, the sixth President, said this, “From the day of the 
declaration, the people of the North American Union and of its constituent 
states were associated bodies of civilized men and Christians… They were 
bound by the laws of God, which they all, and by the Gospel, which they 
nearly all, acknowledged as the rules of their conduct. The Declaration of 
Independence cast off all shackles of this dependency. The United States of 
America were no longer colonies. They  were an independent nation of 
Christians.”   

(j) Newsweek, December 27, 1982 pg 44, “Historians are discovering that the 
Bible, perhaps even more than the Constitution, is our Founding Document.” 

2 If our nation, as the facts show, was so dependent upon Jesus Christ for its spiritual 
and physical sustenance, what happens when that nation denies the true founder Jesus 
Christ? 
a Dave Miller, in his lecture series, The Silencing Of God, uses this quote from 

George Washington’s Farewell address in 1796 to show us today what would 
happen if we removed religion from the government: 



The Cost of Not Following Jesus – Matthew P. Lewis   12 
 

 
“Of all the dispositions and habits, which lead to political prosperity, Religion 

and Morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the 
tribute of Patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars of human 

happiness, these firmest props of the duties of Men and Citizens. The mere 
Politician, equally with the pious man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A 
volume could not trace all their connexions with private and public felicity. 
Let it simply be asked, Where is the security for property, for reputation, for 

life, if the sense of religious obligation desert the oaths, which are the 
instruments of investigation in Courts of Justice? And let us with caution 

indulge the supposition, that morality can be maintained without religion. 
Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of 

peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect, that 
national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle. It is 

substantially true, that virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular 
government. The rule, indeed, extends with more or less force to every species 

of free government. Who, that is a sincere friend to it, can look with 
indifference upon attempts to shake the foundation of the fabric?” 

 
b The founding fathers not only knew what the Scriptures taught, but could see in 

the godless or state controlled religions of Europe the results of removing religion 
and morality form the public sector or forcing a set of religious values upon its 
people. This is why Washington said that experience forbids us to expect morality 
without religion or with forced religion. 

C There are secular as well as religious forces in this word that are doing everything they 
can to undermine the religious foundations of this country, and they are doing a very 
good job. 
1 As Washington stated that without religion the morality will collapse and we are 

seeing this happen today I our country. What is currently the most serious moral 
issues we are dealing with today as far as the government promotion of this immoral 
issues is concerned? Homosexuality.  
a As stated in the section on the family we discussed how homosexuality was 

illegal and defined as a deviant mental behavior destructive to both the family and 
society. Homosexuality has progressed so far in American society right now that 
we can now expect either legislation making same sex marriage legal or having 
the Supreme Court declare the denial of marriage to same sex people 
unconstitutional. We hear the homosexual lobby constantly saying their civil 
rights are being violated, but what would the Founding Fathers say. 
(a) A man by the name of Sir William Blackstone, 1723-1780, lived in England 

and wrote the legal standard on English Common Law. Blackstone’s 
Commentaries on the law as well as Joseph Story’s Commentaries on the US 
Constitution as well as his other writings are the basis of American 
Jurisprudence. Blackstone was so respected by the Founding Fathers that 
Thomas Jefferson said that American lawyers used Blackstone’s 
Commentaries with the same dedication and reverence that Muslims used the 
Quran. What did Blackstone say about homosexuality? Commentaries on the 
Laws of England, 4th Book, 15th Chapter: Of Offences Against the Persons of 
Individuals: 
“What has been here observed, especially with regard to the manner of proof, 
which ought to be the more clear in proportion as the crime is more 
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detestable, may be applied to another offense, of a still deeper malignity; the 
infamous crime against nature, committed either with man or beast. A crime 
which ought to be strictly and impartially proved, and then as strictly and 
impartially punished. But it is an offense of so dark a nature, so easily 
charged, and the negative so difficult to be proved, that the accusation should 
be clearly made out: for if false, it deserves a punishment inferior only to that 
of the crime itself. I will not act so disagreeable part, to my readers as well as 
myself, as to dwell any longer upon a subject, the very mention of which is a 
disgrace to human nature. It will be more eligible to imitate in this respect 
the delicacy of our English law, which treats it in its very indictments, as a 
crime not fit to be named: “That horrible sin, not to be named among 
Christians.” A taciturnity observed likewise by the edict of Constantius and 
Constans: “When that crime is found, which is not profitable to know, we 
order the law to bring forth, to provide justice by force of arms with an 
avenging sword, that the infamous men be subjected to the due punishment, 
those who are found, or those who future will be found, in the deed” Which 
adds me to add a word concerning its punishment. This the voice of nature 
and of reason, and the express law of God, determine to be capital. Of which 
we have a signal instance, long before the Jewish dispensation, by the 
destruction of two cities by fire from heaven: so that this is an universal, not 
merely a provincial, precept.”  

(b) Thomas Jefferson wrote in his notes on the state of Virginia that the penalty 
for Sodomy should be dismemberment. 

(c) US Supreme Court Case Bowers v. Hardwick decided 1986, “Proscriptions 
against that conduct have ancient roots… Sodomy was a criminal offense at 
common law and was forbidden by the laws of the original 13 states when 
they ratified the Bill of rights.”  

(d) Arguing the Constitutionality of same sex marriage if one is reasonable is a 
lesson in futility as precedent clearly shows homosexuality is a crime under 
common law punishable by death. 
(i) After the country settled in after the revolution the states adjusted their 

laws: Connecticut, New York, Vermont and South Carolina -  Death 
penalty, Georgia – Life in prison at hard labor, Maine - 1 year solitary 
confinement up to 10 years hard labor, Pennsylvania – Imprisonment at 
hard labor, Massachusetts – Imprisonment not more than 20 years.  

(ii) As stated before the historical precedent on homosexuality was destroyed 
by the US Supreme Court on June 26, 2003 when it heard the case 
Lawrence v. Texas and struck down the sodomy laws in all 50 states. 

b Due to these ungodly turn of events by the judicial system it is only a matter of 
time before same sex marriage will be valid as a law of the land. If the Congress 
passes a law banning same sex marriage, this current sitting Supreme Court will 
have to rule the former Supreme Courts’ decision was wrong, which is highly 
unlikely as many of the justices from the last court are still there, and uphold the 
law as passed by congress or uphold the former Supreme Court decision and find 
the law unconstitutional. A Constitutional Amendment Defining Marriage as 
between one man and one woman is not likely to happen. I may be wrong and I 
hope I am. We need to be diligent in  our prayers. 

D In the last point in this lesson we ask ourselves how our country could go from being a 
moral beacon for those that are Godly in this world to falling so far in just a couple short 
decades? The answer is the Public Educational System. 
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1 Since the decision by the courts to again break historical judicial precedent by 
banning prayer in school we have seen a downward spiral. Things have drastically 
changed since I graduated in 1988. We did not have to worry about surveillance 
cameras, metal detectors, police on campus, and having our lockers sniffed by bomb, 
weapon and drug sniffing dogs. I do not recall a single instance of a teacher ever 
being assaulted by a student in my K-12 history. So what has changed in the last 20 
years? 

2 I remember Mr. Boone, my high school Biology teacher, teaching us about evolution, 
but you see Mr. Boone was also a believer in Christ and taught us there was a 
competing view that answered questions evolution had difficulty answering. The 
alternative was creation! You cannot do that any more. Why? 

3 Again the government through lobby groups like the Teachers Unions and the 
Department of Education have become entrenched with the progressive mindset that 
instead of the public school system being, as originally founded, a place where 
Christian values as well as reading, writing and arithmetic were taught, it has become 
the place to indoctrinate children to think the way the establishment wants them to 
think.  
a “By means of shrewd lies, unremittingly repeated, it is possible to make people 

believe that heaven is hell -- and hell heaven. The greater the lie, the more readily 
it will be believed.”  Mein Kamph - Adolph Hitler  

b “Let me control the textbooks and I will control the state” Adolph Hitler 
c “When an opponent declares, ‘I will not come over to your side,’ I calmly say, 

‘Your child belongs to us already…. What are you? You will pass on. Your 
descendants, however, now stand in the new camp. In a short time they will know 
nothing else but this new community.’” Adolph Hitler November 6, 1939  

d “I am convinced that the battle for humankind’s future must be waged and won in 
the public school classroom by teachers who correctly perceive their role as the 
proselytizers of a new faith… There teachers must embody the same selfless 
dedication of the most rabid fundamentalist preacher, for they will be ministers of 
another sort, utilizing a classroom instead of a pulpit to convey humanist values 
in whatever subject they teach, regardless of educational level—preschool, 
daycare, or large state university.” 1983, John Dunphy, A Religion for a New 
Age,” The Humanist, 43:26.” 

e "Education is thus a most powerful ally of humanism, and every American 
school is a school of humanism. What can a theistic Sunday school's meeting 
for an hour once a week and teaching only a fraction of the children do to stem 
the tide of the five-day program of humanistic teaching?" Charles F. Potter, 
"Humanism: A New Religion," 1930  

4 Charles F Potter has made it very clear that the purpose is to establish a secular 
humanist society with an exclusion of God and His moral principles. The truth that 
public schools as well as universities like Harvard and Yale were first established 
with the primary purpose of teaching the Bible must be suppressed for them to 
accomplish there goals. 
a When the first settlers arrived on this continent laws were established, like the Old 

Deluder Satan Law, requiring settlements to set up schools to defeat Satan’s plan 
to keep the Scriptures from the people, “It being one chief point of that old 
deluder, Satan, to keep men from the knowledge of Scriptures, as in former times, 
by keeping them in an unknown tongue, so in these latter times, by persuading 
them from the use of tongues that so at last the true sense and meaning of the 
original might be clouded by false glosses of saint-seeming deceivers, that 
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learning might not be buried in the graves of our fathers, in church and 
commonwealth, the Lord assisting our endeavours…It is therefore resolved [that] 
after the Lord hath increased [the settlement] to the number of fifty households, 
[they] shall then forthwith appoint one within their town, to teach all such 
children as shall resort to him, to write and read…. And it is further ordered, that 
where any town shall increase to the number of one hundred families or 
householders, they shall set up a grammar school…”  

b The Main texts for the schools were the Bible and readers, but even the readers in 
the schools were laced with Scriptures teaching the children Christian values. This 
is a sample of what can be found in the readers: How the World was made, Praise 
to God, The Lord’s Prayer, The Ten Commandments, About Using Profane 
Language, The Goodness of God, Touch Not – Taste Not – Handle Not, and The 
Gospel Invitation. 

5 The reason these facts must be suppressed is because they want people to believe the 
Constitution enjoins separation of church and state so they can ensure that Christian 
teachings are never taught in schools. The only religion is atheism with its immoral 
doctrines of evolution 

6 The establishment’s treatment of religions is by no means equal. In California the 
expression of Christian faith is forbidden by the school system, but in a state history 
text book called Across The Centuries, the editors allow a wholly inaccurate depiction 
of the Islamic faith by stating that Jihad is just a Muslim word for struggle. This is 
like calling a Battleship a row boat. A Jihad according to the Quran is a violent armed 
conflict to purge sin and infidels from the land. The students are also required to 
engage in Muslim rituals like praying to Allah, and to fast during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. At the beginning of the three week section the students are told, “You and 
your classmates will become Muslims.” You do not hear of lobbyists demanding 
California stop, and the courts are silent as the Christian religion is refused it 
Constitutional 14th Amendment right of equal protection under the law. 

7 For twelve years our children’s heads are filled with anti-God ideas. Because of this 
the minds of our youth are being lost spiritually; however there is great news coming 
out of this educational mess. Parents are realizing what is happening and are 
demanding their rights to home school and there is also a tremendous push to allow 
parents to choose which public school they want their children to attend or to place 
them in private school where the government will pay through voucher programs. 
This has the Teachers Union and the Department of Education in an uproar because 
they are losing their power financially and over the minds of our children 

 
 The cost of not following Jesus has a tremendous impact on every aspect of a person’s 
physical life; if the cost to our earthly lives is tremendous, then the spiritual cost in unbearable. 
As Christians we can see how the lessons apply. The difficult part is trying to reach others with 
the message that there will be consequences for denying God’s existence or not following Him 
both in this life or the next. The reason people are destroyed by God in both realms is because of 
a lack of knowledge Hosea 4:6. One thing we must all learn is the fact that we do not have to 
preach the Gospel verbally because for some people in society that will only anger them; 
however, we can preach by the way we live. Paul has told us, “To the weak I became as weak, 
that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save 
some.” (1 Corinthians 9:22) Become what ever Jesus and the person you are trying to reach need 
you to become. The old proverb is true; our actions speak louder than our words. 
 Finally, if you are not now we all need to become active in our government. We need to 
be proactive in dealing with problems no matter where they exist. I remember a line from a 
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movie I watched about being president, “America is advanced citizenship and you have got to 
want it!” President Lincoln said that we are a nation of, by and for the people. No other nation 
has had the effects upon this world that ours has. Many including myself believe it is that way 
because of the Christian Foundation, but if we do not practice our advanced citizenship all may 
be lost. 
        
                                                 
1 Mortimer J Adler, ed., “God,” The Great Ideas: A Syntopicon of Great Books of the Western World,  
vol. 1, (Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica, INC., 1986) sec 1:543.  
2 Thayer, Joseph, H., “Spiritual,” Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon Of The New Testament, Peabody: Hendrickson 
Publishers, Inc., pg 528. 
3 Green, Jay, P., Sr., The Last Twelve Verses of the Gospel of Mark, Unholy Hands On The Bible, vol. 1, Lafayette, 
Sovereign Grace Trust Fund, pg C-001- C-177   
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The Financial Cost of Following Jesus 
Christopher Graber 

 
When looking at the lecture schedule, I noticed I was the second speaker and the first to 

cover a “cost of following Jesus.” At first I found it odd that the first “cost of following Jesus” to 
be addressed was financial.  Then after thinking about it, it makes complete sense.  The New 
Testament talks more about a person and their wealth than it does about basic salvation matters 
such as baptism into Christ Jesus. Clearly, the relationship between finances and following Jesus 
is of the utmost importance to God if He devotes so much instruction to the topic.  Therefore it is 
paramount that we devote some time to understanding this relationship. (CI) In order to have a 
proper perspective on following Jesus, we must understand the financial cost of following Jesus.  
The financial cost of following Jesus can be understood by first, understanding why finances are 
important to Jesus, second, by understanding that following Jesus demands that Jesus is Lord of 
our finances, and third by gaining a proper perspective on giving.  After examining these facets 
of the financial cost of following Jesus we will have gained a proper perspective concerning the 
relationship between finances and following Jesus.  
I. In order to understand the financial cost of following Jesus we must understand why finances 

are important to Jesus.  
A. Finances are important to Jesus because He is concerned about our affections and 

devotion. 
1. What a person does with their money and how they view it is a sure indicator of 

where their affections lie.  
a. When preparing a budget, if the primary concerns are lavish vacations, or other 

things to make life more entertaining or enjoyable, it shows that money is devoted 
to self-service.  If the primary concern in a person’s budget is devoting money to 
be spent on their kids, it shows that they are most devoted to their kids. What we 
do with the money we have indicates where our affections lie.  

2. Luke 12:34 (NKJV) 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
a. If our treasure is in the self-serving earthly accumulation of wealth, we know that 

our affections are not with Jesus.  
B. The Scriptures illustrate how our soul will be in jeopardy if our affection and devotion lie 

with physical wealth.  
1. Luke 12:15-21 (NKJV) 15 And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of 

covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he 
possesses.” 16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain 
rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I 
do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ 18 So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull 
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down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 
19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; 
take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night 
your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have 
provided?’ 21 “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God.” 
a. Here, this individual was primarily concerned with the accumulation of wealth.  

When he accumulated an abundance he became concerned with building up 
greater barns to store more of his abundance and then, live the easy life.   

b. God calls him a fool because with all of the accumulation of wealth for himself 
and his ease, he was not rich toward God.  When his soul was required of him all 
that wealth was meaningless.  His devotion was misplaced.  

2. Luke 18:18-23 (NKJV) 18 Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me 
good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 20 You know the commandments: ‘Do 
not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ 
‘Honor your father and your mother.’ ” 21 And he said, “All these things I have kept 
from my youth.” 22 So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still lack 
one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 23 But when he heard this, he became very 
sorrowful, for he was very rich.  
a. Here, a rich young ruler asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life. He 

reiterates how he has been one to keep all the commandments since his youth. 
Jesus told him he was still lacking. “Sell all that you have and distribute to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”  

b. Money was very telling about the rich young ruler. He became sorrowful at the 
thought of getting rid of his wealth.  His devotion was clear.  Keeping his wealth 
was more important to him than following Jesus.  Jesus wants to be number 
one.  Following Jesus means He is Master.  How we view money and what we do 
with money shows whether we truly are following Jesus, making Him Lord and 
Master.  

3. Luke 14:33 (NKJV) 33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has 
cannot be My disciple.   
a. If Jesus takes a back seat to wealth, we cannot be a disciple.  

4. Luke 16:13 (NKJV) 13 “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon (wealth).” 
a. Where do our affections lie?  Who do we serve?   
b. We cannot serve God and wealth.   
c. Finances do not lie.  If we look at what our money is devoted to, we will see what 

our heart is most devoted. Finances are important because they are directly 
connected to the heart.  

II. In order to understand the financial cost of following Jesus, we must understand that 
following Jesus demands that Jesus is Lord of our finances.  
A. When we chose to be a disciple, we make Him the Lord of our entire life.   
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1. For a disciple, Jesus is Lord over all we have and all that we do and finances are no 
exception.   

2. Part of the cost of following Jesus is realizing that our money is not “our” money.  
a. Some people treat the relationship between God and money limited to the giving 

on the first day of the week.  Some people believe this giving is the extent of the 
financial cost of following Jesus.  It is viewed like a membership due or tax. Once 
that is given, the rest of the money is often viewed as their money.  This mentality 
is wrong.  Jesus is the Lord of all the money we have been blessed with. 

b. Realizing that our money is not “ours” is part of a paradigm shift required if we 
want to follow Jesus.  

c. If we want to follow Jesus we must realize that all of our money is, in reality, 
God’s money.  
1)  1 Chronicles 29:14 (NKJV) … For all things come from You, And of Your 

own we have given You.  
a) David said this regarding the offering for the temple.  

2)  Job 41:11 (NKJV) … Everything under heaven is Mine.  
a) This was God’s reminder to Job.  

3)  Psalm 24:1 (NKJV) 1 ... The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, The 
world and those who dwell therein.  

4)  Haggai 2:8 (NKJV) 8 ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the Lord 
of hosts. 
a) In rebuilding the temple under Persian captivity God gave this reminder.  

d. As a disciple, following Jesus demands that our money is treated as it is in reality, 
His money.   

B. Because Jesus is Lord of finance, and all money is His, we are merely stewards of what 
He has allowed us to manage.   
1. Meaning 

a. The Greek word for stewardship is οἰκονομία.  It is a word that carries the idea of 
“the management of a household or of household affairs,” or the management or 
administration of the property of others. 1  

b. Therefore, as stewards, we are managers of the money that is in reality the 
property of God.   

2. Stewardship is part of how we will be judged 
a. In the parable of the unjust Steward the Master demanded an account of his 

steward Luke 16:1-2 (NKJV) 1 He also said to His disciples: “There was a 
certain rich man who had a steward, and an accusation was brought to him that 
this man was wasting his goods. 2 So he called him and said to him, ‘What is this 
I hear about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you can no longer be 
steward.’  
1)  If we are those that “waste” what God has made us stewards over, we will 

have to give an account for it.  
b. Luke 12:42-47 (NKJV) 42 And the Lord said, “Who then is that faithful and wise 

steward, whom his master will make ruler over his household, to give them their 

                                                 
1W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger and William White, Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old 
and New Testament Words (Nashville: T. Nelson, 1996). 2:174. 
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portion of food in due season? 43 Blessed is that servant whom his master will 
find so doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you that he will make him ruler 
over all that he has. 45 But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is 
delaying his coming,’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat 
and drink and be drunk, 46 the master of that servant will come on a day when he 
is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in 
two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 47 And that servant who 
knew his master’s will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, 
shall be beaten with many stripes. 
1)  Here in the Parable of the Faithful Steward it is clear that the faithful steward 

is rewarded and the unfaithful steward is punished severely.  
2)  We will have to give an account for our stewardship. 

c. The Parable of the Ten Minas (Luke 19:12-27) and the Parable of The Talents 
(Matthew 25:14-29) are very similar. Matthew 25:14-29 (NKJV) 14 “For the 
kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own 
servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and 
immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents 
went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who 
had received two gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one went and 
dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 19 After a long time the lord of those 
servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 “So he who had received five 
talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me 
five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said 
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, 
I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 22 He 
also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two 
talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ 23 His lord said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few 
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 24 
“Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be 
a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26 “But his lord answered and said to him, 
‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and 
gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have deposited my 
money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own 
with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten 
talents. 29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have 
abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken 
away. 
1)  Again here, stewardship is a part of Judgment.  Within this Parable Jesus is 

demonstrating the need for proper preparation for the Judgment.  He uses 
money to illustrate this needed preparation.  We must be good stewards of 
what God has given us to manage to be adequately prepared for the Judgment.  
Clearly, managing God’s money is part of this Stewardship.  If we are lazy 
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about it and do not consider stewardship in our financial decisions, we will be 
like the wicked and lazy servant.   

2)  Notice that some were able to gain more because they were given more.  This 
shows that more is expected when more is given and less is expected from 
those that have not been given as much.  

3)  In the realm of giving, we cannot think that because we can do little it is an 
excuse to do nothing. God expects us to be good stewards over however much 
we have been blessed with. He still demands an account from the one who 
was given less.   

3. We must have the perspective that money does not belong to us (Not a single penny 
of it).  Money is something we are managing that belongs to God.  We must 
understand that we will be judged in part according to this stewardship.  This HAS to 
be our view of money if we are going to follow Jesus.  It is a cost that we must count. 
We are managing what God has allowed us to manage and we will have to give an 
account for everything we do with it.  This means every single financial decision is 
also a spiritual decision.  We must ask ourselves if said financial decision is good or 
poor stewardship of God’s funds.  Our dealings with money will be a part of our 
judgment. We must make Jesus Lord of finance. 

III. In order to understand the financial cost of following Jesus, we must gain a proper 
perspective on giving.  
A. As has been stated, often people see giving on the first day of the week the end of the 

financial cost to following Jesus.  Clearly, this is not the case as we have seen.   
1. Those with this mentality treat their financial responsibility to Jesus as a membership 

due.  Or a discipleship tax. They think, “If I want to come to church I must give some 
money to them.”  Sometimes it viewed like a necessary evil.   
a. After examining stewardship, it is clear how shallow this view is.  

1)  Everything is God’s to begin with. How can it possibly be viewed as a tax?   
b. This view clearly is in opposition to biblical teaching 

1)  2 Corinthians 9:5,7 (NKJV) 5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the 
brethren to go to you ahead of time, and prepare your generous gift 
beforehand, which you had previously promised, that it may be ready as a 
matter of generosity and not as a grudging obligation. …7 So let each one 
give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves 
a cheerful giver. 

2)  Giving out of necessity, or grudgingly is counter productive.  Remember that 
God knows your heart.  How you give shows where your affections are. We 
must be cheerful givers.  It is not a necessary evil, but a blessing, an 
opportunity for service with what is God’s to begin with.   

3)  What better stewardship can one think of than giving for the work of the 
Lord?  The Lord’s work has eternal fruits. Why would we do it grudgingly? 
This would only indicate a serious heart problem.    

B. Although giving is not the end of the financial cost of following Jesus, it is a part of the 
cost that is often misunderstood.   
1. Appropriate giving – What is appropriate giving? 

a. The commands 
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1)  We are commanded to give on the first day of the week according to how we 
have prospered.  
a) 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 (ESV) 1 Now concerning the collection for the 

saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2 On 
the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store 
it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. 

b) We all give on the first day of every week and those that prosper more 
should give more.  

2)  We are instructed to work so that we can give to those in need. 
a) Ephesians 4:28 (NKJV) 28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather 

let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have 
something to give him who has need. 

3)  Those rich in the present age are commanded to be ready give and share as 
part of what allows them to lay hold on eternal life. 
a) 1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NKJV) 17 Command those who are rich in this 

present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the 
living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, 
that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing 
up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may 
lay hold on eternal life.  

4)  We know that sacrificial giving pleases God.  
a) Hebrews 13:16 (NKJV) 16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for 

with such sacrifices God is well pleased.  
5)  We know that giving must be purposeful and cheerfully.  

a) 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NKJV) 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his 
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.  

b. There is no question that giving on the first day of the week, and being ready to 
share and give as a general rule, pleases God and is expected of us. The question, 
then, is how much? 
1)  Jesus is and has always been concerned with our affections.  It is less about 

the money or how much of it is being given and more about who we love the 
most. Our giving is a reflection.  

2)  In terms of what is an appropriate amount to give, you will not find a set 
amount in the New Testament.  The New Testament is not about a checklist 
set of Christian rules.    

3)  Under the old covenant the tithing practice of giving 10 percent was a 
standard. However, this covenant has been nailed to the cross (CF Colossians 
2:14).  

4)  We should consider, however, that under a better covenant should we not 
strive to at least meet the minimum that God has ever required of his people?  
a) Wayne Jackson of the Christian Courier illustrates this point well writing: 

“…while it is true that the New Testament sets no percentage (as in the 
case of the tithe under the Mosaic regime), surely those who flourish 
under the “better covenant” (Heb. 7:22) will want to go beyond the 
standard of the inferior economy. The least God ever stipulated for His 
people in the support of His work was 10% (cf. Gen. 14:20; 28:22; Num. 
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18:21-24); the most He has accepted is 100% (Mk. 12:41-44). Surely, 
somewhere between these two examples, the conscientious child of God 
can find his appropriate level of giving.”2 

b) Romans 15:4 (NKJV) For whatever things were written before were 
written for our learning… 
1. The Old Testament is for our learning.   
2. Why would giving be exempt?  Why would we not believe we can 

learn something about God’s expectations for giving from the 
standards he required from people in the Old Testament?    

5)  Paul talks about our giving as something that should abound or excel.  
a) 2 Corinthians 8:7 (NKJV) 7 But as you abound in everything—in faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us—see that 
you abound in this grace also.  

b) “This grace” is giving.  Should we not seek to abound or excel in this area 
just as in the areas of faith, speech, knowledge, diligence, and love?   

c) Can we honestly say we are seeking to excel or abound in this area if we 
are giving less than God ever required in an inferior covenant that is for 
our learning?  It is something we should consider. 

c. Examples of good attitudes toward giving: 
1)  Exodus 36:1-6 (NKJV) 3 And they received from Moses all the offering which 

the children of Israel had brought for the work of the service of making the 
sanctuary. So they continued bringing to him freewill offerings every morning. 
4 Then all the craftsmen who were doing all the work of the sanctuary came, 
each from the work he was doing, 5 and they spoke to Moses, saying, “The 
people bring much more than enough for the service of the work which the 
Lord commanded us to do.” 6 So Moses gave a commandment, and they 
caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, “Let neither man nor 
woman do any more work for the offering of the sanctuary.” And the people 
were restrained from bringing. 
a) Israel gave so much in a freewill offering to build the tabernacle that they 

had to be restrained.   
b) This is putting God first.  

2)  2 Samuel 24:23-25 (NKJV) 23 All these, O king, Araunah has given to the 
king.” And Araunah said to the king, “May the Lord your God accept you.” 
24 Then the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will surely buy it from you for a 
price; nor will I offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God with that which costs 
me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty 
shekels of silver. 25 And David built there an altar to the Lord, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings. So the Lord heeded the prayers for the 
land, and the plague was withdrawn from Israel.  
a) David refused to offer something to God that cost him nothing. 
b) Arunah had offered him a location, animals, and the wood for the offering 

for free.  David refused it because it would not be his sacrifice.   
                                                 
2 Jackson, Wayne. The Divine Pattern of Acceptable Worship—Part 2, Christian Courier 
(November 25, 2000). 
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3)  Mark 12:41-44 (NKJV) 41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how 
the people put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 
42 Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a 
quadrans. 43 So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, 
“Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those 
who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their abundance, 
but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.” 
a) This widow gave less than one cent, yet she gave her whole livelihood.   
b) It is not about how much in dollars.  It is about the sacrifice and God’s 

place in our hearts. Clearly God was number one with the widow.  
4)  2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (NKJV) 1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the 

grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: 2 that in a great trial 
of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the 
riches of their liberality. 3 For I bear witness that according to their ability, 
yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing, 4 imploring us with 
much urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the 
ministering to the saints. 5 And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave 
themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God. 
a) The churches in Macedonia gave emphatically, freely willing, imploring 

with much urgency, that Paul and his workers would receive the gift for 
ministering to the needy saints in Jerusalem.   

b) Not only that, they GAVE BEYOND THEIR ABILITY.  They gave as 
much as they could and then some more.  

c) They saw a need and took joy in it.  
d) Notice how they first gave themselves to the Lord.  They put their welfare 

in the hands of the Lord, and then gave for the work.  
2. Inappropriate giving: 

a. Being unwilling to give.  Giving is part of our service.  There is no such thing as 
acceptable unwilling service to God –  
1)  Isaiah 1:19-20 (NKJV) 19 If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the 

good of the land; 20 But if you refuse and rebel, You shall be devoured by the 
sword”; For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

2)  Refusing and rebelling in this area of service is no different. Refusing to give 
is unwilling service and is unacceptable to God. 

b. Not giving as we should is Forsaking God’s House: 
1)  Nehemiah 13:10ff (NKJV) 10 I also realized that the portions for the Levites 

had not been given them; for each of the Levites and the singers who did the 
work had gone back to his field. 11 So I contended with the rulers, and said, 
“Why is the house of God forsaken?”… 

2)  When the portions for the Levites had not been given by the people Nehemiah 
says the house of God was forsaken! 
a) We can draw the same conclusion.  If we refrain from giving as we should 

are we not following in like manner?  
c. Not giving is theft: 

1)  Malachi 3:7-9 (NKJV) 7 Yet from the days of your fathers You have gone 
away from My ordinances And have not kept them. Return to Me, and I will 
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return to you,” Says the Lord of hosts. “But you said, ‘In what way shall we 
return?’ 8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In 
what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. 9 You are cursed with 
a curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation.  
a) The Jews were giving blemished animals to God (Malachi 1) and were 

called swindlers. They failed to give complete tithes and offerings and the 
prophet calls is what it is… robbery from God.   

2)  Application - How can we rob God? 
a) Does our car payment prevent us from giving as we should? 

1. Maybe we really value that nice car in the garage and to buy it your 
giving had to take a reduction. It had to become a blemished offering.  

b) Does our house payment prevent us from giving as we should? 
1. Maybe you really wanted that nice home and as a result you had to 

give less, another blemish.  
c) Does our eating out budget prevent us from giving as we should? 

1. Maybe we really want that nice steak dinner or pizza and as a result 
that week our giving had to decrease. Yet another blemish.   

d) Does our entertainment budget prevent us from giving as we should? 
1. Maybe we went to the movies this week, or to a concert, or a sporting 

event and as a result our giving had to be reduced. Another blemish. 
e) Are there any unnecessary expenses that prevent us from giving as we 

should? 
1. From looking at Malachi, you should ask yourself: Am I driving 

around in a stolen car?  Am I living in a stolen house? Am I eating a 
stolen dinner? Am I using stolen tickets to a movie or event? 

2. If our giving is taking a back seat because of other things it shows us  
a. Other things are more important to us than God and His will.  
b. We value other things of the world more than obeying God 

i. 1 John 2:15 (NKJV) 15 Do not love the world or the things in 
the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him.  

c. And it shows us that not only are we are stealing, but we are 
stealing from Almighty God.  

f) If we passed collection plates here or had plates in the back, would anyone 
here take money out of it for their own personal use?   
1. Maybe it is Sunday and a bunch of Christians are going out to lunch 

for fellowship.  Would you think its okay to go to the collection plate 
and take out twenty dollars for lunch?   

2. Maybe there is a vacation you want to go on and you need a couple 
hundred dollars of spending money.  Is it okay to go up to the plate 
and pull out a couple hundred dollars?   

3. What is the difference between this and not putting in what rightly 
belongs there?  

3. When you face the Lord one day as we all will, will you want to explain to him: 
a. Why He should accept your unwilling service 
b. Why you decided to forsake God’s House 
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c. Why you STOLE from Him deciding to spend more of HIS money on a gym 
membership than in giving, why you decided that the expense of pizza was worth 
more of HIS MONEY than the contribution, or why you decided that taking a 
vacation was more important to you than giving as you should?   

d. If your service is unwilling, if you are forsaking God’s House, if you are stealing 
from God to eat a slice of pizza you should be deeply concerned about the 
account you will have to give for it.  

Conclusion: 
The financial cost of following Jesus can be summarized in Luke 16:11(ESV) 11 If then you 
have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?  If we 
want to follow Jesus we must be faithful in how we deal with “unrighteous wealth,” (money).  
We must understand that our affections are tied with how we treat money.  Will you be “faithful 
in unrighteous wealth”? We must understand that Jesus is the Lord of finance and all wealth is 
his.  We are merely stewards or managers of it.  Will you be “faithful in unrighteous wealth?”  
We must understand that giving to the Lord’s work is a necessary part of the financial cost of 
following Jesus.  Will you be “faithful in unrighteous wealth?”  Will God entrust you with the 
true riches?   
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The Time and Talent Costs of Following Jesus 
Jason Haygood 

 
Introduction: 
 
• "The message of Jesus as I understand it, is contained in the Sermon on the Mount 

unadulterated and taken as a whole... If then I had to face only the Sermon on the Mount 
and my own interpretation of it, I should not hesitate to say, 'Oh, yes, I am a Christian.' 
But negatively I can tell you that in my humble opinion, what passes as Christianity is a 
negation of the Sermon on the Mount... I am speaking of the Christian belief, of 
Christianity as it is understood in the west." - Ghandi 

• The teachings of Jesus Christ are radical. They were radical when he first spoke them, 
and they are radical still today. And yet over the centuries Christians have succeeded in 
taking the radical and making it mundane.  

• Today when people approach Christianity the tendency is not to ask, “What does God 
require of me?”, but instead, “What will God give me?”. 

• Before beginning a study with anyone about Jesus it has almost become necessary to first 
ask the question, “Which Jesus do you believe in?”   

• A few years ago I was asked to preach at the wedding of a good friend. I used the same 
wedding lesson that I always do, which includes a discussion of Matthew chapter 
nineteen and Jesus’ teaching on divorce. A few days after the wedding I received a phone 
call from the Aunt of the bride who was very upset with me for having talked about 
divorce. After I explained to her that I was simply quoting Jesus her response was, “Well, 
that’s not the Jesus I believe in.”  

• That seems to be the attitude of too many people today. If they don’t like a certain aspect 
of the Jesus that we read about in the New Testament, then they’ll just change him to suit 
their needs. And so everyone has their own personal Jesus.  

• But the truth of the matter is, there is only one Jesus, and he’s the Jesus that we read 
about in the New Testament. And what we need to understand about Jesus this morning is 
that he is demanding. He once asked a rich man to sell everything he owned and give the 
money to poor (Matthew 19:16-22). He told a would-be disciple not to worry about 
burying his dead father, but to follow Him immediately (Matthew 8:21-22). He told his 
disciples that following Him would require that they lose their lives (Matthew 16:24-25).  

• Jesus makes demands on those who wish to follow him. And some of those demands 
included sacrificing our time and our talents for Him and His kingdom.  
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Jesus Wants Our Time: 
 
• One of the biggest complaints that Americans make today is that they simply do not have 

enough time. There’s not enough time to fulfill all of our responsibilities. There’s not 
enough time to spend with our families. There’s not enough time to simply sit back and 
enjoy life.  

• I hear these same kinds of complaints from many Christians. But their list is even longer: 
There’s not enough time for prayer, or Bible study, or evangelism, etc……  

• But the reality is, we have the time, we just aren’t very good at using it responsibly. We 
make time for the things that are most important to us.  

• “The American Time Use Survey collects information about the activities people do 
during the day and how much time they spend doing them. For example, on an average 
day in 2007, Americans age 15 and over slept about 8.6 hours, spent 5.1 hours doing 
leisure and sports activities, worked for 3.8 hours, and spent 1.8 hours doing household 
activities. The remaining 4.7 hours were spent in a variety of other activities, including 
eating and drinking, attending school, and shopping.” (Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
http://www.bls.gov/tus/charts/). 

 
 

• The problem is, most of the things that we spend our time pursuing are the very things 
that Jesus told us not to worry about in Matthew 6:19-34. The question that He asks at the 
end of verse 25 is so pertinent for us today: “Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing?” Life is about so much more than things. And yet we spend the 
majority of our time worrying about acquiring more things. Jesus knows that we struggle 
with this, and that’s why He tells us, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, 
and all these things will be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33) 
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• So when we step back and do an honest assessment of how we spend our time, there’s 
really only one question that we need to be asking ourselves: Are we seeking Him first? 

• Jesus never asks us to forsake our responsibilities. In fact, we’re told just the opposite (II 
Thessalonians 3:6-13). 

• However, He does ask us to prioritize our time. 
• You can be a hard working employee and still be a faithful follower of Christ. You can be 

devoted to your family and be devoted to God at the same time. You can have hobbies 
and still put Christ first in your life. We can live productive lives on this earth and still 
have our hearts set on heaven. 

• We all fulfill many different roles in our lives. All of those roles might describe us, but 
none of them should define us. There should be a difference between what we do and 
who we are.  

• We all have responsibilities, but the greatest is the responsibility that we have as a worker 
in the kingdom of our Lord.  

• One day a father returned home late from work to find his five year old son waiting at the 
door for him. The boy gave him a big hug and then asked, “Dad, how much money do 
you make an hour?” Irritated, the father replied, “Don’t worry about it. It’s none of your 
business. Why do you want to know, anyway?” “I just do” said the son. “Well, if you 
really think you need to know, I make fifty dollars an hour.” “Oh” said the son, sounding 
disappointed. “Can I borrow twenty five dollars?” Now the father went from irritated to 
angry. “Is that why you asked, just so you could borrow some money? I’m not in the 
mood for this tonight. You need to go to bed and think about why you’re so selfish all the 
time.” The little boy hung his head, went into his bedroom and shut the door.  
After a while the father’s temper had subsided and he started thinking about why his son 
was so curious about his income. He started to feel bad about the way he had dealt with 
the situation, and so he went to his son’s room and opened the door. “Are you awake?” 
he whispered. “Yep” came a little voice in reply. He went in and sat at the edge of the 
bed. “Buddy, I’m sorry I got upset with you before. If you really need twenty five dollars 
then I’d be happy to give it to you.” He reached in his wallet, pulled out twenty five 
dollars, and handed it to his son. “Thanks, Dad!” yelled the boy. He took the money from 
his father’s hand, lifted up his pillow and pulled out a wad of wrinkled up bills. When his 
father realized that he already had some money stashed away he got mad all over again. 
“Why did you ask for money if you already had some?” he barked at his son. “Because, 
Dad. I didn’t have enough before, but now I do. Here’s fifty dollars. Can I please buy an 
hour of your time?” 

• We treat God the same way that father was treating his son, giving him only the time we 
have left over after everything else is accomplished. The difference is, God doesn’t have 
to buy our time, He’s already paid for it (I Corinthians 6:19-20).  

• From the time He was a child Jesus understood what was most important, to spend time 
accomplishing God’s will (Luke 2:49). 

 
Jesus Wants Our Talents: 
 
• I suppose the first passage that comes to mind when we begin a discussion about our 

talents is the parable of the talents in Matthew 25:14-30. 
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• When Jesus first taught this parable, a talent was a unit of money. A talent at that time 
was equal to 60 minas, a mina equaled 100 drachmas, and a drachma was worth about 
one day’s wages. In other words, one talent was worth roughly 6,000 day’s wages, or 
about 16 years worth of income.  

• According to a U.S. Census Bureau released on August 26, 2008, the average U.S. 
household income is $50,233.00 (http://www.census.gov/Press-
Release/www/releases/archives/income_wealth/012528.htm). So a talent in the time of 
Christ is roughly equal to $803,728.00 in our economy today.  

• Even though the parable was speaking in financial terms, the point He’s making is clearly 
a spiritual one. It’s a story of a wealthy master who entrusts his servants with enormous 
resources. It’s a story about us. 

• When we read “talent” in this passage, we don’t need to limit our thinking to the financial 
realm. In fact, the way that we use the word “talent” today, in regards to the qualities or 
abilities that a person possesses, has it’s origination in this parable. Webster’s dictionary 
even references this passages in the etymology of the word (http://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/talent).  

• Our master has entrusted us with enormous resources in the form of our talents.  
• What talents has God given you? How are you using those talents. 
• In Ephesians 4:11-16, the Apostle Paul makes it abundantly clear that we’ve all been 

given different talents, different gifts, different capabilities that are all meant to be used 
towards one purpose: the growth of the body.  

• Paul uses the image of a body here just as he does in I Corinthians 12:4-31. The church in 
Corinth had engaged itself in a battle over which of the gifts that they had been given was 
the greatest. But Paul is quick to remind them that they are all the same. They are all the 
same because they all come from the same place (vv. 4-11, 18, 24), because they are all 
given for the same purpose (v. 7), and because they are all essential (vv. 14-27). 

• So I’ll ask again, what talents has God given you, and how are you using them? 
• Many Christians today suffer from the same problem that Moses did; an inability to see 

their own potential.  
• When God appeared to Moses in the burning bush He told Moses about the plans that He 

had for him (Exodus 3). And yet Moses tried his best to disqualify himself from the task 
(Exodus 4:1, 10, 13).  

• How many of us disqualify ourselves from the work God has given us by using the same 
excuses that Moses did? 

• Moses was missing the point. God wasn’t concerned with Moses’ abilities. All He 
desired of Moses is that he be willing to allow God to work through him.  

• That’s exactly what He requires of us today. We can hide behind the excuses, but the fact 
is, we only have the talents we have because God has given them to us. They belong to 
Him, and He expects us to use them.  

• In Jesus’ parable of the talents there are three slaves. Two of them are commended for 
using their talents to cause an increase for their master. The third buried his talent in the 
ground. He was called wicked and lazy by his master.  

• God has given us all talents. We can choose to bury them in the ground, or we can choose 
to use them to cause an increase for our master. I hope we all choose the latter. 
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Conclusion: 
 
• Jesus was radical and Jesus was demanding. Ultimately He requires that we be willing to 

sacrifice everything for Him, including our time and our talents.  
• What is the cost of following Jesus? The cost is high, but the reward is unparalleled.  
• “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and 

follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for 
My sake will find it.” (Matthew 16:24-25) 
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The Relationship Cost of Following Jesus  
Fred Rhodes 

   All too often there are some who obey the Gospel without counting the cost. As we study the 
Bible we will find that there are costs associated with going to heaven. The cost associated with 
going to heaven can be more than some are willing to pay. As we study this 
subject we must acknowledge that there are some relationships that we will give up and there are 
some that we might have to give up if we intend to make our home in heaven with God for eternity. 
 
WE LOSE A FATHER 
 
   This is a definite. Jesus speaking to the Jews who thought that they were a special people, children 
of Abraham, told them very clearly that they were actually the children of Satan.(Jn.8:44) This was 
hard for them to understand because they could only think along the physical lines. We learn from 
passages like this that we must be thinking along spiritual lines. Their deeds were evil as we see in 
this verse and that is what made them children of the Devil. As Christians we must remember that if 
we continue to do evil deeds we are actually children of Satan. We are choosing to adopt back into 
his family. 
 
   The Bible clearly teaches that there are only two fathers. Jesus shows us that there are just two 
roads in Matthew 7:13,14. From that passage we can see that we only have two directions we can 
take, meaning that there are two ways of life to live. In Matthew 13:38 we see in this parable that 
there are two classes of children, the children of the Kingdom and the children of the wicked one. 
So obviously in the spiritual realm we only have two choices, which in reality means that if we 
choose to follow one, we have made a choice to not follow the other. Those in the New Age way of 
thinking are struggling to find a third way, looking to ancient writers and mysticism. But these are 
just diversions, smoke screens that give people false hope. They are still following Satan when they 
choose to go down these paths, because they are simply found in the broad path that leads to 
destruction. 
 
   We can see the family trait of those who choose Satan as a father in I John 3:8 it says, "He that 
committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil." The word "committeth" shows a 
continuing action. Any Christian who says that they do not sin must go back and read I John. The 
difference in the Christian that sins who is a child of 



The Relationship Cost of Following Jesus – Fred Rhodes   33 
    
 
Satan and the Christian who sins who is a child of God is in the continuing. If we choose to keep 
committing sin as a Christian and not repenting then we have chosen Satan as a Father rather than 
God. 
 
   As Christians we must take very seriously the family trait of one whose father is God. We must 
remember that we cannot keep on sinning. If we choose to do so we have chosen to not give up 
Satan as a father. 
 
   In following the  passage in Matthew 13 it is easy to see that the end of those who have not given 
up Satan as a father have a bad end coming. Verses 40-42 clearly show us that they will end up in 
Hell where there will be eternal punishment. That is where there will be a big family reunion that 
will never end. 
 
   As we study God's Word we can see that Satan is a poor father. He does not take good care of his 
children. Deuteronomy 28:15ff shows us some of the problems that come on the children of Satan.  
 
We see the examples around us of earthly fathers who do not provide for their children. We see the 
abuse that takes place and the children that suffer greatly because of dead-beat dads. That is the way 
Satan is. With him as our father telling us to sin we will definitely suffer from the things that we do. 
Then there is the great deception, he passes the buck. Do not many around you who live in sin 
blame God for the bad things that happen to them when in fact they are suffering from the sins they 
committed. The drunkard arrested for drunk driving blames to officers who were not fair with them. 
The woman who lives with a man she is not married to blames God for the beating she received and 
the lack of food on the table. That is Satan's way. Pass the buck. 
 
   We must keep in mind that we are fighting a spiritual battle. Ephesians 6:11,12 shows us that our 
battle is not against the people around us. We often think that it is but in reality it is against spiritual 
forces. The spiritual forces spoken of here are taking orders from Satan, as it says in verse 11, "the 
wiles of the Devil". These are what we must stand against and not give into. 
 
   With this battle in mind we must remember that he will try to deceive us into following him 
without our knowing it. II Corinthians 11:13-15 shows us that Satan is transformed into an angel of 
light. He does this to deceive us into thinking that we have God as a father, when in fact we have 
Satan as a father. He can do this by people that twist the scriptures, those that cause division in the 
Lord's church, gossip, and trouble makers of all sorts who defend their cause as righteous. 
 
   We are told in II Corinthians 2:11 about not letting Satan get an advantage of us. It says in the last 
part of the verse that "we are not ignorant of his devices." I fear that all too often we ARE ignorant 
of his devices. We must keep our eyes wide open, our spiritual eyes, to see if the road ahead is 
broad or narrow. To properly discern this road we must know the road map clearly. Read your Bible 
and study to see if you still have Satan as a father, because if you have not given him up, you have 
not paid the relationship cost of following Jesus. 
 
   If we simply open our eyes we can see that to give up Satan as a father is a big advantage as it 
says in I Timothy 6:6 that "godliness with contentment is great gain." 
WE MAY LOSE UNGODLY FRIENDS 
 
   Another relationship cost to the old and new Christian alike lies in the realm of friends. Friends 
are wonderful to have, but at the same time can be devastating to the spiritual destiny. With this in 
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mind friends must be chosen very carefully. Many that we could choose to be friends with may 
actually draw us away from serving Christ. When one becomes a Christian there may be friends 
whom we have been close with for some time who will strive to influence us to turn our back on 
what we have gained. Turning from them can be very hard to do. 
 
   As we learn in II Corinthians 6:14-18 we must come out and be separate from the world. 
Friendship is definitely a bond that has great influence on us as we strive to live for Christ. As a 
Christian we must carefully weigh the influence that a friend has on us and make a determination as 
to whether we are influencing them to walk with Christ or they are influencing us to walk with 
Satan. A yoke is a tool that is used to share a load with another as an equal. So if a friend is pulling 
in a different direction than for Christ we must be willing to cease having them for a friend. 
 
   With this in mind we must also be very careful to not totally go out of the world. We must have 
associations that are worldly. Note that the word used was associations and not friends. I 
Corinthians 5:9,10 teaches us that we are to be involved with worldly people. Obviously, we must 
remember that as Christians we are to go and teach. If we do not have any contact with worldly 
people we will not be able to win the lost to Christ. 
 
   The problem with having friends that are of the world is because their influence causes us to be 
drawn away from Christ. I Corinthians 15:33 is very clear that we can be deceived. With that 
statement from God we should take very seriously the possibility that it could happen. Many 
Christians over the years have fallen from their faithfulness simply because they did not change the 
circle of friends that they kept. Keeping this in mind the opposite would also be true. Good friends 
will support good morals. Let's be very careful to make sure that the friends that we have will help 
us to draw closer to Christ, and when we are tempted to do wrong, they will be there to help us 
make the right decisions. 
 
   The Bible also tells us who our true friends are. In John 15:14 Jesus plainly says that we are His 
friend if we do the things that He tells us to do. This should help us to understand that a true friend 
will be a person that is doing what Jesus says. Those who are not doing what Jesus says will fall 
into the category of one who should not be a close friend because of what has been mentioned 
before, they will lead you away from Jesus. But, many are not willing to give up such friends, even 
with evidence to the contrary. 
 
   The passage in James 4:4 teaches us that we must make a choice of friends. God plainly teaches 
us in this passage that we cannot be a friend of both. This is clear from the statement that if we are a 
friend of the world we are actually an enemy of God. Who our friends are is evidenced in our 
actions. As was stated by Jesus, we are His friend if we do the things he teaches. 
 
   Are you willing to give up friends to go to heaven? You may very well have to do just that. 
 

WE MAY LOSE EARTHLY FAMILY 
 
   The third area where relationship costs may arise is in earthly family. This is also a very hard area 
because of the close ties that are established from birth to birth. When we are born again we take on 
different characteristics that result in a changed life. But those around us have usually not adopted 
those characteristics. This develops a division and contention that by their opinion is your fault and 
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they will say that you are a bad person because you have changed from what they have always held 
as normal and proper behavior. 
 
   Jesus said very clearly that serving Him will cause conflict with earthly family. (Matthew 10:34-
39) It is easy to see that this conflict is the result of a change in your lifestyle. Jesus tells us that 
there are certain things we must do to serve Him. If we refuse to do those things we will not be 
worthy of Him, meaning that we will be lost on the day of judgment. 
 
   We must keep in mind that our family and friends may do us physical harm. (Luke 21:16-19) 
Jesus teaches us in this passage that the harm may even be as serious as physical death. Many in the 
first century suffered great harm from even their family who were not happy about their decision to 
follow Jesus. Religious beliefs go very deep. In the first century, religion was either idolatry or 
Jewish. Both had deep convictions. When a family member left either one of these they were looked 
down on from their family. Christianity was also looked down on by society as a whole which made 
it even easier for family to harass their family member who "joined" such an organization. But in 
this passage Jesus is saying that they may do us physical harm but if we will listen to Jesus first we 
will possess our souls. This simply means that we will be able to go to heaven. But only if we are 
willing to do what Jesus says and not what our family says. 
 
   We have the example of Cain and Able in Genesis 4. The division was over worship to God. Abel 
chose to worship God in the way God said, it was by faith, Hebrews 11:4. Cain chose to worship 
God in the way he chose. He was angry with Abel over this and eventually got so mad that he killed 
him. The same can be the case today when our earthly family does not want to give in to God. They 
will often get mad and take it out on us. 
 
   The harm that we suffer today is not usually going to be physical but will most likely be 
emotional. But, as each one knows this emotional pain can be hard to deal with also. 
 
   This harm can come in the form of saying that we do not love them. This is a normal put down 
from those who do not know because they have not studied. But it is very difficult to deal with. Our 
physical family constitutes a tie that even though we may fight and be against each other at times 
we still have a bond that goes deep. In this bond we can be fighting against each other in one 
instance and if someone else comes in the fight we automatically start taking up for each other and 
the difference is forgotten. When it is thrown up in our face that we do not love them because we do 
not go to church with them anymore, or mother or father would be very unhappy if they knew what 
we were doing, or we will not lie for them as before, etc. When these things are thrown up in our 
face it is very difficult to deal with.  
 
   They will also tell us that we are wrong. We all want to be right, but when our own family tells us 
that we are wrong it is harder to take. They may take passages out of context to prove their point or 
they may not use the Bible at all to make their point but they are willing to make their point very 
plain. 
 
   You may also be made to feel that you are the sinner. This is hard to take because we are the ones 
who are determined to do what is right in the first place. We have left what we once knew to follow 
what is right, and the last thing that we want to do is sin. They will make good arguments to prove 
their point. This is simply Satan working through them to turn you away from following Christ. We 
must remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 10 who said that if we do not take up our cross and 
follow Him we are not worthy of him. So we must make sure that we do not give in to their ploy, 
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and remember that darkness hates the light. But, be very careful that you do not give into the 
temptation to lash out at them and sin. That will fuel their fire and serve only to uphold their point. 
 
   If these things arise in our family we must remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 16:24-26. We 
must deny self and follow him. If we give in to our family we are actually giving in and uphold their 
point. 
 
   If these things arise in our family we must remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 16:24-26. We 
must deny self and follow him. If we give in to our family we are actually giving into self. We are 
saying that we do not want to fight the battle and that heaven is not worth the price that must be 
paid to reach the goal. We must remember that we must take up our cross. A cross is an instrument 
that involves pain, great pain. Jesus commands us to take it up, and if we do not take it up we are 
not worthy of him. If we choose to follow family before Christ we will not save ourselves but will 
lost our own soul. Jesus must come first. 
 
   We must keep in mind that the Word of God promises us that we will be persecuted. I Timothy 
3:12 says this is a definite. This can come in many forms. Often it will come from the realm of 
physical family. We must make a choice when it does come of who we are going to follow. If we 
choose to follow family we will lose our soul. But, if we follow Jesus we will save our soul and we 
must remember that our soul is worth more than all the world combined. So to leave our family 
behind on our journey to heaven is a small price to pay. 
 
   Keep in mind that if we leave family behind we have much more family gained because we are 
part of the family of God, so we have many more fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters than we left. 
Peter asked Jesus about what was in it for them since they had left all that they had (Mark 10:28-
30). Jesus was very clear that they would gain a hundred fold from what they left. This is a promise. 
He used the word "will" which shows certainty, not possibility. Do you have the faith to leave your 
loved ones? Keep in mind that the order is in the leaving and after that receiving. So faith is 
involved. 
 
   Our love for Christ must be so great that in comparison to our love for our earthly family our love 
for our family will be hate. This is not hate but a comparison of how much we love Christ. So in 
essence we will always put Christ first when our family wants us to do things that disagree with 
what Christ says we are to do. Jesus must always come first. 
 
   As you go from day to day in your Christian life or as you begin the walk with Christ we must 
remember that we are to not look back to our old way of life, (Luke 9:62) for if we do it will cause 
us to want to turn back to the ways of sin, thereby losing our soul. Paul gave up on all the things 
that were counted as beneficial by the world in Philippians 3:7,8, counting that they were all rubbish 
in comparison to the reward of living for Christ. 
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The Cost of Adjusting Our Attitudes to Follow Jesus 

David Barker 

A.  In coming to Christ, there are adjustments to be made in our attitudes. 
1.  Paul calls it “the renewing of the mind” (Romans 12:2) and the “bringing of every 

thought into the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). 
2. Peter says we must “gird up the loins of our mind” (I Peter 1:13). 
3. We must put away such attitudes as bitterness, wrath, anger, and malice and put on 

such attitudes as kindness, tenderness, and forgiveness (Ephesians 4:31‐32). 
B. In our lesson, we will note five attitudes which must developed in the Christian life. 

 
I.  WE MUST PUT ON THE ATTITUDE OF REVERENCE AND RESPECT. 

A.  An important phrase in scripture is “fear and trembling.”   
1.  We are to “serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11). 

The Lord blesses those who have a contrite spirit and those who tremble at his 
word (Isaiah 66:2).  Paul commanded the Philippians to “work out their own 
salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12). 

2. “Fear and trembling” means to draw back or shy away from anything that might 
be offensive to God.  It is the sense of dreading an act or word which displeases 
God.  It is the idea of cutting sin off at its first sign. 

B. This attitude of reverence will help us respect what God says. 
1.  In the book of Deuteronomy, Moses warns God’s people:  “You shall not add 

unto the word which I command you, neither shall you diminish from it, that 
you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you” 
(4:2). 

2. Similarly, John writes, “Whosoever goes onward and abides not in the teaching 
of Christ, has not God; he that abides in the teaching has both the Father and 
the Son” (2 John 9). 
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3. In a recent discussion about immorality, a lady commented, “I know what the 
Bible says about homosexuality, but I don’t care.”  Obviously, she needs an 
adjustment in her attitude. 

C. This attitude of reverence will help us to be more holy in our life. 
1.  “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13).  “Let us cleanse ourselves 

from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 
Cor.7:1). 

2. Paul says the reason people sin is because “there is no fear of God in their eyes” 
(Rom.3:18). 

3. Modest dress is to be characterized by “shamefacedness and sobriety” (I 
Tim.2:9).  This phrase carries basically the same meaning as “fear and 
trembling.”  Wouldn’t it be great if everyone would dress with the idea of not 
wanting to do anything that might be offensive to God and His church? 

D.  This attitude of reverence will help us be a more responsible church member 
(Phil.2:12). 
1.  It is just as offensive to leave things undone as it is to transgress the law of 

Christ (James 4:17).  Good works are often started but not finished.  Jesus says 
to the church in Sardis, “Be watchful and establish the things that remain, which 
were ready to die:  for I have found no works of yours perfected before my 
God” (Rev.3:2). 
 

II.  WE MUST PUT ON THE ATTITUDE OF PASSION AND DESIRE FOR CHRIST. 
A.  We are to be a people for God’s own possession, “zealous of good works” (Titus 

2:14).  Paul says “For me to live is Christ” (Phil.1:21).   
1.  Jesus demands a full and passionate commitment to His cause.  He says, “He 

that is not with me is against me; and he that gathers not with me, scatters 
abroad” (Matt.12:30). 

B. We must have a passion for the knowledge of God’s word. 
1.  “Blessed are they who do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall 

be filled” (Matt.5:6).   
2. Such a disposition can be observed in the life of Job (Job 23:12), in the life of the 

Bereans (Acts 17:11,12) and in the lives of many gospel teachers of our own 
day. 

3. A burning desire to know Christ will lead to:  increased daily Bible reading, more 
memorization of Bible passages (we remember what we care about), greater 
searching of the scriptures about important religious topics, greater periods of 
worship, stronger homes and more confidence in sharing the gospel with other 
people. 

C. We must have a passion for teaching the gospel and serving in the church. 
1.  We are created in Christ for good works (Eph.2:10).  We must be stedfast, 

unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord (I Cor.15:58). 
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2. A church of 300 people ought to be a church of 300 ministers.   
3. Every family in the church ought to be like the home of Stephanus, who were 

“addicted to the ministry of the saints” (I Cor.16:15).  Every couple ought to be 
like Prisca and Aquilla, who “laid down their own necks” for God’s work 
(Rom.16:3‐5).  Every preacher ought to be like Paul and Ephaphroditus, who 
sacrificed their time and body for the work of Christ (Phil.2:25‐30; Acts 21:13; 
Gal.6:17). 

D.  A distinct feature of passion is urgency.  We do not have all the time in the world to 
accomplish the work of Jesus.  The Lord himself says, “I must work the works of him 
who sent me while it is day; for the night comes, when no man can work” (John 9:4; 
cf.Rom.13:14).  Everyday people die who have no hope of heaven. 

E. Another feature of passion is initiative.  The Good Samaritan took the initiative to 
help the man who was robbed and left injured (Luke 10:25‐37).  Paul took the 
initiative to collect funds for the poor brethren in Judea (Rom.15:26).  W.T. Allison, 
a gospel preacher in South Alabama, says to have initiative we must be never be 
satisfied with what we have done.  There must be a burning desire to do more and 
do better (I Thess.4:1). 

F. Passionate Christians never ask:  Do I have to attend church services?  They do not 
grow tired of worship or of working for Christ.  They are not “weary in well‐doing” 
(Gal.6:9). 
 

III. WE MUST PUT ON THE ATTITUDE OF UNSELFISHNESS. 
A.  Selfishness is basically approaching life from a totally personal point of view.  This 

was the problem of both the prodigal son and the older brother in Jesus’ parable 
(Luke 15).  The mother of James and John acted selfishly in her request for certain 
positions for her sons in the kingdom of God (Matt.20:20‐21). 
1.  Abraham Lincoln once had two boys near him and both of them were crying.  

When asked about the problem, Mr. Lincoln responded, “I’ve got two walnuts 
and both of them want two.” 

B. The cure for selfishness is found in the Bible.  It is found in the command of Christ 
(to deny, empty and crucify yourself, Mt.16:24; Phil.2:3‐8; Gal.2:20), in the example 
of Christ (2 Cor.8:9) and in the people of Christ (Phil.2:25‐30; Acts 21:13; 2 
Cor.12:15). 
1.  Paul’s statements are particularly inspiring.  “And I will most gladly spend and 

be spent for your souls” ( 2 Cor.12:15).  “Therefore I endure all things for the 
elect’s sake, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with 
eternal glory” (2 Tim.2:10). 

C. One of the great damaging effects of selfishness is that it hinders our reception of 
the word of God.  The Bible says, “receive with meekness the implanted word, 
which is able to save your souls” (James 1:21). 
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1.  Selfish people fear the demands of Jesus.  It’s not what they don’t understand, 
it’s what they do understand.  They know just enough to know they don’t want 
the religion of Jesus. 

2. Selfish people approach religion the same way they approach a food bar.  They 
choose what they want and leave off what they don’t like.  No choice is wrong.  
No one is wrong. However, the faith of one’s choice is not taught in the Bible, cf. 
Eph.4:4‐6; 1:22‐23. 

3. Selfish people look for ways around the teachings of Christ.  The religious writer, 
Lee Strobel, says such people look for “spiritual outs.”  The mindset reminds one 
of Paul’s words:  “For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers after their 
own lusts; and will turn their ears away from the truth, and turn aside unto 
fables” (2 Tim.4:3,4). 
 

IV.  IN REGARD TO SIN, WE MUST PUT ON THE ATTITUDE OF SHAME. 
A.  There ought to be a sense of shame (repulsiveness) in disobeying God.  Jeremiah 

scolds the people of Judah.  “Were they ashamed when they had committed 
abomination?  Nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush…” 
(Jere.6:15). 

B. The presence of sin ought to bring grief.  The Bible says, “cleanse your hands, you 
sinners; purify your hearts, you doubleminded; be afflicted, mourn and weep; let 
your laughter be turned to mourning; and your joy to heaviness” (James 4:8,9).  
Jesus says, “Blessed are they that mourn; for they shall be comforted” (Matt.5:3).   

C. We should even be ashamed when we fail to give less than our best efforts to God.  
The Bible says, “Give diligence to present yourself approved unto God; a workman 
that needs not to be ashamed, handing aright the word of truth” (2 Tim.2:15). 

D. Sin has a way eating away at our sensibilities.  Paul says our heart can be hardened 
to the point of being “past feeling” (Eph.4:18‐19).   
1.  A man was called to jury duty.  The case involved a man accused of soliciting a 

prostitute.  Prospective jurors were asked:  “What is your view toward 
prostitution?”  Some answered:  “I don’t have a view on this subject.”  Others 
responded:  “If no one gets hurt, what’s the harm?” 

2. In his article called “The Age of Insensitivity,” Wayne Jackson asks, “Is it possible 
to become so immune to evil that we view it stoically—with a mere shrug of the 
shoulders?  Is it possible to get beyond shock?” 
 

V.  WE MUST PUT ON THE ATTITUDE OF JOY. 

• There are five facts about true joy. 
A.  There is joy in being a Christian.  We rejoice “in the Lord” (Phil.4:4) and we are 

baptized into Christ for the forgiveness of sins (Gal.3:26,27).  John writes, 
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“Greater joy have I none than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth” 
(3 John 4). 

B. Real joy is an inward quality of the heart.  Jesus had joy even while he endured 
the cross (Heb.12:2).  Paul rejoiced as a prisoner (Phil.4:4; Acts 16:25).  Joy is not 
dependent upon outward circumstances, but upon one’s trust in God. 

C. True joy is not only inward, but it is also outside‐in.   God has given us the ability 
to do things out of pure determination.  Paul Faulkner, in his book, Making 
Things Right When Things Go Wrong, says we often must act better than we 
feel.  And when we do the right things, even though it’s not something we like 
to do, we have genuine joy.  Again, how else could Jesus have joy while 
enduring the cross? 
1.  A mother does not hesitate to get up in the middle of the night to care for 

her baby.  Ultimately, this act brings her joy, though she may not physically 
feel like doing the deed. 

D. Joy greatly affects our example for Christ to the world.  We must be happy and 
excited about being a Christian as we conduct our daily lives (Heb.13:17).   
1.  Wendell Winkler often said, “The bread of life does not give indigestion.” 
2. If Christians are full of despair, then why will their companions and friends 

have an interest in living the Christian life? 
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The Rewards that Outweigh the Cost of Following Jesus 
Art Wallis 

 
Introduction: I want to thank those in charge of the 2009 Minnesota Lectureship for inviting me to 
speak here today. It is an honor. The topic I have chosen is sort of a combining together of all the 
other topics into a summation of the theme: “The Cost of Following Jesus” 
 
Matthew Lewis – The Cost of NOT Following Jesus 
Christopher Graber – The Financial Costs of Following Jesus 
Jason Haygood – The Time and Talent Costs of Following Jesus 
Fred Rhodes – The Relationship Costs of Following Jesus 
David Barker - The Costs of Adjusting Our Attitudes to Follow Jesus 
 
My topic for this theme: “The Rewards That Outweigh the Cost of Following Jesus” 
 
We live in a day and time when too many don’t want to follow Jesus any more; they just want to 
run ahead of Him or ignore Him altogether. They want to hear new things all the time because they 
have “itching ears”. They want to be babied and pampered; not too much doctrine; “water it down a 
little for us please”, they say. Too many people who follow Jesus want a cushion not a cross. 
Perhaps the plight of the Lord’s church today can be summed up in this poem by Willie Crew from 
his book, “Playing Church”: (this is not an endorsement of him or the book) 
 
PREACH A SERMON, PREACHER 
 
“Preach a sermon, Preacher, but don't preach very long;  
Just tell a heart-warming story, but don't condemn the wrong.  
Say not a thing about specific problems,  
Because that's something we don't want to know.  
We're just here to feel real good, so don't mess up the show  
*  
Preach a sermon, Preacher, but don't preach doctrine plain.  
Let others guess at what is meant; don't ever call a name.  
We'll sing your praises loud and long, and keep you many a day,  
But preach it clear and you will hear, "Brother, be on your way."  
*  
Preach a sermon, Preacher, but say nothing of our duty,  
Tell us all about God's grace, and picture Heaven's beauty.  
Leave out things that we must do, we're busy making money;  
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Keep it short and off the point, and make it sweet as honey.  
*  
Preach a sermon, Preacher, but say nothing of our sins;  
Don't speak of hell, repentance, or other stuff that offends.  
Tell us about how Jesus loves each and everyone,  
And how He'll forgive us, no matter how our lives are run.  
*  
Preach a sermon, Preacher, but make sure we're entertained.  
With the right technique, there's sure to be new converts to be gained.  
Tell us about church youth programs and our gospel band,  
With these we're sure to win more souls, and give our Lord a hand.  
*  
Preach a sermon, Preacher, and speak of the day we die,  
Tell all the folks about our home beyond the starry sky.  
Preach a sermon, Preacher, make it strong, preach us straight to Heaven,  
Tell us that since we have church membership, we get eternal living.” 
******************************************************** 
Although Mr. Crew is from a denominational background, I think we can see that he has made a 
good point about how most religious groups, even some who are supposed to be in the Lord’s 
church, have stopped following Jesus as they should. 
 
There is a cost to everything you do. There is a cost to cooking your meals. There is a cost to having 
a light on. There is a cost to heating your home. There is a cost for the clothing on your back and a 
cost to keep them clean. Sometimes the costs are more subtle and more hidden than at other times, 
but there is a cost there. 
 
And brethren and friends, there IS a cost to following Jesus. 
 

I. The Cost of Taking Up Your Cross Daily To Follow Jesus – Luke 9:23 “And he said 
to all, ‘If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me.’” 
A. On the threshing floor of Araunah - King David said he would not offer a sacrifice 

that cost him nothing.- 2 Samuel 24:24 “But the king said to Araunah, ‘No, but I will 
buy it of you for a price; I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God which 
cost me nothing.’” 

1. Should WE offer unto God anything that costs US nothing? There is a 
principle involved here that we must not overlook. Even in the Old 
Testament, under a less glorious covenant with less precious promises, the 
principle is in place is that to have a life that is pleasing unto God, it is going 
to cost us something. 

B. The cross is a tool of death. 
1. Jesus says that we need to take up that cross on a “daily” basis. 
2. The cross that each of us bears is tailor-made; just made for each of us. I can 

not bear your cross and you can not bear mine. The Lord has given us the 
cross that only we can bear.  

II. What Following Jesus Has Costs Others  
A. Apostle Paul – 2 Corinthians 11:22-33 (READ) 

1. Hard labor 
2. Imprisonments 
3. countless beatings 
4. often near death 
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5. five times at the hand of the Jews 40 lashes minus one 
6. three times beaten with rods 
7. one time stoned 
8. three times shipwrecked 
9. a night and a day adrift at sea 

10. on frequent journeys (this would be much like the song title “On the road 
again” or the kids asking, “Are we almost there yet?” Or the idea of “living 
out of a suitcase”)(from the Greek – HODOIPORIA) 

11. danger from rivers 
12. danger from robbers 
13. danger from his own people – the Jews 
14. danger from Gentiles 
15. danger in the city 
16. danger in the wilderness 
17. danger at sea 
18. danger from false brethren 
19. in toil and hardship 
20. sleepless nights 
21. hunger and thirst 
22. often without food 
23. in cold and exposure 
24. daily pressure of anxiety for the churches 
25. he is weak with the weak (Paul became all things to all men that by all means 

he might win some of them) 
26. when one falls (is offended), he is indignant 
27. had to flee when King Aretas had the governor of Damascus try to seize Paul, 

but he was let down out of a window in a basket to flee the city – humiliating, 
but he escaped safely 

28. That doesn’t even mention specifically all of the trials Paul had before Jewish 
religious leaders and other Kings and governors and finally to Rome to stand 
trial before Caesar. 

29. In 2 Timothy 2:9 we find that Paul was suffering and in chains like a 
criminal. 

30. The Apostle Paul definitely took up his cross DAILY and followed Jesus! 
B. Apostle James – Acts 12:1&2 – “About that time Herod the king laid violent hands 

upon some who belonged to the church. He killed James the brother of John with the 
sword;” 

C. Foxes Book of Martyrs – Early Christians were used in sporting events. They, while 
unprotected and unarmed, were sent to fight with the gladiators, some were placed in 
an arena with wild animals that tore them to pieces. Still others were dipped alive 
into hot wax or hot tallow and lit on fire to light the roadway for the Roman soldiers 
returning from victory over their enemies. These all died horrible deaths for 
following Jesus. 

D. In more recent times (1970’s) I read of a woman in one of the African nations who 
was trying to follow Jesus. Her village was over-run by infidels and because she 
followed Jesus, she was raped, and tortured, and finally beaten to death with iron 
rods. The ones who found her said that she had been so badly beaten that they 
guessed that possibly every bone in her body had been broken at least 
once…….WHAT PRICE ARE YOU HAVING TO PAY TO FOLLOW JESUS? 
 



 45
III. We Must Count The Cost of Discipleship –Luke 14:25-33 -  Sit down and count the 

cost before building or before going to war  
A. We must hate “love less” our family and our own life (than we love Jesus). 
B. We must be willing to bear our own cross. (Paul had a thorn in the flesh and prayed 

three times that God would remove it. But God left it for God’s grace was sufficient 
for Paul to bear that) 

C. We must follow after Jesus. (Peter, Andrew, James, & John followed after Jesus and 
left their nets and fishing boats.  Matthew left his seat of customs [tax booth] to 
follow Jesus) 

D. We must count the cost. Whether it is planning to build a tower, or planning to build 
a church building, or planning to build a house. Can we afford it or not? If we begin 
to build and can not complete it, we will be mocked. 

E. We must count the cost of going to war. 
1. In this scenario, it is God who has the greater army. There is no way we can 

win in battle against God. God will be the ultimate victor. We need to seek 
God’s terms of surrender (His terms for salvation/following Jesus) and 
comply with them immediately. 

F. We must renounce all we have. Some congregations sing the song that ends with 
“None of self but all of thee.” We are to follow Jesus wherever He may lead. We are 
His servant-slaves. 
 

IV. What Following Jesus May Cost Us (no one said it would be easy) 
A. We May Need To Leave All – Luke 9:3 “And he said to them, ‘Take nothing for 

your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not have two tunics.” 
When Jesus sent the Apostles out on a missionary journey, they were to leave all 
comforts and security of home behind them; we may need to leave it all behind us, 
too, in order to follow Christ as we should. 

B. Our Obedience – James 1:22 “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves.” 

C. Become A Living Sacrifice – Romans 12:1&2 “I appeal to you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

1. The J.B. Phillips translation says, “Don’t let the world around you squeeze 
you into its mold.” 

2. Sadly, too many have conformed to this world; too many have let the world 
squeeze them into its mold rather than the Christian conforming to the image 
of God’s dear Son. 

3. We are to present our bodies as “living sacrifices” – we are to die daily on the 
cross that we take up to follow Jesus. 

D. Our Life – Rev. 2:10b “…Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of 
life.” 

V. The Rewards of Following Jesus  
A. The Rewards From Revelation – “The nations raged, but thy wrath came, and the 

time for the dead to be judged, for rewarding thy servants, the prophets and saints, 
and those who fear thy name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers 
of the earth.” – Rev. 11:18 

1. Blessed for reading Revelation and for those who hear it read – 1:3 
2. Jesus loves us, freed us from our sins, made us a kingdom, priests to his God 

and Father- 1:5&6 
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3. Knowing that Jesus moves among His church congregations (7-lamps) – 

1:12-20 
4. To him who conquers he will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the 

paradise of God. – 2:7 (Adam and Eve lost it for us; Jesus will return it to us. 
“Paradise” is a peaceful garden, just like the Garden of Eden was) 

5. He will give us the crown of life and we will not be hurt by the second death 
(hell- lake of fire) – 2:10b&11 

6. To him who conquers He will give some hidden manna, a white stone, a new 
name written on the stone. – 2:17 

7. We will receive the morning star – 2:28 (a new day is approaching) 
8. We will be clothed in white clothing and shall walk in white and our names 

shall not be blotted out of the book of life; our name will be confessed before 
the Father and the angels – 3:5 

9. He who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God; never 
shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem which comes down from my 
God out of heaven, and my own new name. – 3:12 

10. He will come in and eat with us and will sit with Jesus on His throne – 3:20, 
21 

11. The second death will have no power over us. – 20:6 
12. We will have the New Jerusalem – 21:2 
13. God will be with us forever – 21:3 
14. God will wipe away all tears from our eyes, No more death, pain, mourning, 

or crying – 21:4 
15. He will give us water without price from the fountain of life – 21:6 
16. He will be our God and we will be His children – 21:7 
17. No night there for God and Jesus are the light and the temple – 21:22-25 
18. Only those in the Book of Life will be there – 21:27 
19. Life is everywhere: River of Life, Tree of Life – 22:1&2 

B. Matthew 5:10-12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ‘Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.’” 

C. Paul’s reward –  
1. 1. He was taken up into the third heaven and saw unspeakable things there.               

2 Corinthians 12:1-4 “I must boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but I 
will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who 
fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven – whether in the body or 
out of the body I do not know, God knows – and he heard things that cannot 
be told, which man may not utter.”  

2. He saw the risen Lord on the road to Damascus.- Acts 9:1-9 
3. Again, Paul saw the risen Lord in Jerusalem when the Lord stood by him 

encouraging him – Acts 23:11 
4. The crown of life - 2 Timothy 4:6-8 “For I am already on the point of being 

sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the lord, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved 
his appearing.” 
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D. 2 Timothy 2:11-12a – “The saying is sure: If we have died with him, we shall 

also live with him; if we endure, we shall also reign with him;…” 
E. E. We will be resurrected – I Cor. 15 
F. The Rewards of following Jesus so far outweigh the cost of following Jesus that 

there is no comparison that can be made. – 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
 
In conclusion, I would like to read part of a letter that an early Restoration Preacher 
wrote.  Thomas Campbell wrote a letter to his wife, Jane Campbell, (parents of 
Alexander Campbell) on March 7, 1834, from North Carolina.  In this letter was a 
poem I want to share with you at this time.  It tells us of some of our reward. 
 

“Present we still in spirit are, 
And intimately nigh: 

While on the wings of faith and prayer 
We to our Savior fly. 

 
Our life is hid with Christ in God. 

Our life shall soon appear, 
And spread his glory all abroad 

On all his brethren here. 
 

Our bodies, then, like his shall shine; 
Immortal we shall rise: 

And in his image all divine, 
As one receive the prize. 

 
Then sin and sorrow in our heart 

Shall us no more annoy; 
And not one thought that we shall part, 

Shall interrupt our joy. 
 

There, free from all distracting pains, 
Our spirits ne’er shall tire; 

But in seraphic, heavenly strains, 
Redeeming love admire. 

 
O! the transporting scenes of bliss 

Our souls shall then enjoy; 
For if we be where Jesus is, 
There’s nothing can annoy.” 
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