
The Crew 
:By 6. ,m-. Zerr 

If OR UNTO whomsoever much is given, of him shall 

be much required: and to whom men have committed 

much, of him they will ask the more," Luke 12· :48. 
Broadly speaking the crew of a ship includes the officers. 
However, that phase of the subject is to be considered in 
another sermon of this series :lnd thus the present will have 
to do with the unofficial members of the group aboard the 
Ship of Zion. 

There are some folks who have the idea that only the 
officers have any responsibility as to the successful journey 
c.f the vessel. That all that is expected of the.m is to re
ceive the benefit of ~he management and care of the officers 
with nothing to be eoncerned about except their own :;afe 
v'Oyage. But nothing can be farther from the truth. What 
could the officers of a boat accomplish towards the proper 
handling of their vessel were the private hands inclined to 
be unconcerned and :'.ct :l.S if ~here Were nothing depending 
upon them? The correct answer to this question will fur
nish the reason for the rerr:.arks to be offered in this article. 
What could be truly said of a temporal ship is also true of 
the 3'reat Ship that is bound for the eternal shore. 

In discussing the subject of responsibility it is well to 
look at the word and arrive at a close view of its meaning. 
While the word is not in the co,mmon version of the Scrip
tures yet the thought is. And it is interesting to observe 
that right in the word itself may be found the vital meaning 
thereof. It may be stated as follows. "Ahility to respond." 
This can be easily seen by the simple illustration of our 
responsibility to the state on the subject of finance. \Vhen 
a demand is made upon a citizen for a certain portion of his 



income his responsibility in the case is marked by his ability 
to respond to that demand. For instance, if his income for 
the period under ccmsideration is one hundred dollars, the~ 
his re~ponsibility will be twice as much as the man with in
come of fifty dollars, all things being equal. No one would 
be so foolish as to think that he could be justified in his 
payment of taxes just. because he had p·aid the same amount 
in dollars and cents as his neighbor. Neither should a mem
ber of the crew on the Ship of Zi.on. feel satisfied with his 
offering to the great Captain simply because he ha~ offer
Ed as much as his fellow traveler. The text quoted at head 
of this artide would set such 3. conclusion aside even were 
there no other considerations ~t hand. 

There are three bases on which responsibility is reckon
ed and the reader will now be asked to consider some in
spit'ed passages regarding these. Of course the text eited at 
beginning is one of them. Another is in John 15 :2:2". "If 
I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin,: 
but now they have no cloke for their sin." The third pass
age that will be given here is in John 9:40,41. "And same 
of the Pharisees which were with him and heard these 
words, said unto him, Are we blind also'? Jesus said unto 
them, If ye wJ€re blind, ye should have no sin. But now ye 
SAY, We see; therefore yom' sin remaineth." Notice that 
Jesus does not credit them with actually seeing. He only 
holds them as responsible as if they did sec since they 
"said" they saw. Of course th8re are various other passages 
that set f.orth practically the same principles that are given 
in the above mentioned verses but these will suffice :for the 
present. And from a candid ~tudy of them we have these 
;tIl pervading conclusions. Men will be held responsible for 
the light :md knowledge they actually enjoy_ Also for that 
which they could have enjoyed and thirdly, for that which 
they CLAIM to enjoy, Whether the claim be true or not. 

\Vith this before us let us take a closer ·observation of 
the three bases in their order. How much light and know
ledge has been experienced by the members of this crew? 
The Captain of the vessel furnished every member of the 



group with a complete book of instruction as to what is to 
be expected from each one and. the details of the service re
quired. Not only so, but those on the Ship of Zion actually 
enjoy a vast amount of knowledge on the great subject. 
They have often shown by their references to this book of 
instructions that they are acquainted with it. If any doubt 
is held on this statement just Itt some passenger on another 
vessel undc!'take to express false statements as to the na
ture of the ocean of time, the object of the present voyage 
or the comparative security of the different vessels afloat 
and they will soon exhibit thdr knowledge of the subject 
by citations to the divine book of instructions. In almost 
every instance that may come into consideration the mem
bers of the crew will admit their knowledge of what consti
tutes their cluties even while 3Ilowing the charge of neglect 
of duty. And seeing that 3ueh knowledge is really possess
ed, how awful to know that so many are not living up to 
what they know to he their duty. At this point it wiII be 
well to consider the statement of James 4:17. "Theref-orE' 
to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it 
is sin." 

Further remarks on this division of the subject will he 
reserved for the latter part of this discourse and for the 
present let us IIrocced to consider the second one mentioned 
above. How much light and hnowledge do the memhers of 
the crew have privilege of enjoying? Laying aside our 
parable for a moment, let us consider the fact that no book 
is as available today to the masses as is the Bible. It has 
been translated into more languages than any other book 
in existence. And it can be had for a nominal sum. If 
necessary a copy of the entire volume can be bought for a 
quarter of a dollar. Think of this co.mpared with the situa
tion in olden times. Before the art of printing it was al
most prohibitive in large numbers of cases to own a copy. 
They had to be written by hand on inconvenient writing 
surfaces and with crude writing instruments. It was so 
difficult to produce a copy of the Sacred T'ext that very 
few families could own a copy. This was one reason that 



synagogues were erected in various places. In each of these, 
places a copy of the law was kept and the people resorted 
to them in order to hear it read by the ruler of the syna
gogue or his attendant. While in our day it is nothing to 
surprise one to sec as many as three copies of the Bible for 
cach member of the family. 

Furthel more, the officers of the Ship arc putting forth 
more efforts than ever before to give their crew a better 
opportunity to learn about the great Book. 

Coming to the third division as presented above, what 
are the claims of the members of the crew? There aTe 
numerous times when these claims are so strong as to thwart 
the effoi'ts (If workerR at stirring up proper interest. At 
the fi[st indication that an effort is about to be made to 
offer instruction one may be met with "you don't need to 
tell me my duty ror I know it as well as you do." And thus 
the claim is made that much light and knowledge are pos
sessed by the member. This may be the experience one will 
have who would try to offer imstruction and when the one 
&pproached is vcry lacking in knowledge of his duty. In this 
way the eyes are closed against the light and the ears are, 
closed against the truth. But since we have learned above 
that men will be held responsible for the light and know
ledge they claim to have this will leave them in a very em
harrassing attitude when the finat test comes. If a man 
claims to know what hi~ duty is he will be held responsible 
to that duty even if he is uninformed as the sectarian world. 
There arc members of the church who will not make any 
effort to attend the Bible study conducted by the church 
on Lord's day morning and will rebuff us by declaring that 
they know thdr duty. 

No treatis8 on the subject of responsibility would be 
camplete without consideration of the parable of the talents 
ao; fo~md in Matthew 25. A careful look at verses 21 and 23 
will discover that each of the two men spoken to received 
exactly the S8me blessing from the Lord. This was not be
cause each had the exact same amount to return to him for 
one had less than half as much as the other. But the key 



to the matter is the word "faithfu1." Not one word about 
success. If our salvatiun depended upon our being success
ful none of us would make it through. We are all miserable 
failures as the world counts failures. But there is nothing 
chat needs prevent us from being faithful. It is better to 
fail while trying to do right than to succeed in a wrong 
attempt. The man with four talents to return t~ his lord 
was blessed because he was true to his trust. Had he not 
been so he would not have deserved his lord's blessing for 
there is no reason for being unfait.hful. The man with one 
talent was not rejected hecause he did not come up to the 
other men but because he did Hot do as well as he could. 

A pertinent question to be asked here is about what 
constitutes our talents. When I began to study the Bible 
I thought all reference to talents meant money. When I 
would hear preachers exclaiming upon the awful doom of 
those me~ in the church who would not use their talents 
for the good of the Cause I would begin to feel sorry for 
men of wealth. But later it occurred to me that few men of 
wealth were to be found in the crew that \vas on the Shin 
of Zion. And that !ed to 'l.he (hought that few men in that 
('TC'-W had talents. But my confusion only increased at this 
for I wondered what reason any man had for being ~1l the 
church if he had n.o talents. This brought me to closer 
study of the suhject of responsibility as taught in the writ
ings of the apostles with the result that I saw the subject 
more clearly. I was able to conclude that anything a man 
had or controlled by which he might do good constituted his 
talent. This would include a man's money, his ability to 
make money, his lands or houses, his ability to think or 
talk, his personal influence, his position of insig'ht into the 
various activities of this world, etc., all were included in 
his talents. The next question was, where did these talents 
came from? This is answered in the language of Paul in 
I Cor. 4:7. "For who maketh thee to differ from another? 
and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if 
thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if th::m hadst 
not received it?" It will be understood that the direct 



npplication of this passage is to the spiritual gifts that were 
possessed by Christians in the early years of the church. 
But the principle involved is applicable today. This is in 
keeping with what the same apostle wrote in I Tim. 6 :7. 
"For \,,'e brought nothing into this world, and it is certain 
we can carry nothing out." So from all these statements 
of inspiration we must conclude that all we have and are 
belongs to God and we are only placed in trust with it. 
This is why we are so tremenduously responsible. It is be
cause we are holding that which does not belong to us. 
\Ve are holtling it in trust and our lot with the Lo,rd at the 
last great day will depend upon our faithfulness in handling 
it. 

It would be experted of the officers on the Ship of Zion 
that they use their talents faithfully on account of their 
special position and relation to the Master of the g.reat line. 
But they are not any more surely called upon for this than 
are the private members of the crew. One does not need 
to be an office.r to sing, pray, read a verse of Scripture, 
exhort, ask 'luestions, etc. A.nd his responsibility is not 
confined io the public activities of the church. His in
fluence upor. passengers on the boat makes him responsible 
cefore them. An improper conduct on his part may cause 
the o~her travelers to become discouraged and think of 
deserting the vessel. So we are to know that the salvation 
of those around us is laid ~t our door as far a.:3 our influence 
goes. If a f'ingle soul is lost on account of our failure to 
discharge our duty we will h.<lve to answer for that loss. 
This is further taught by the great Captain in Matt. 5 :16. 
"Let your light SO shine before men, that they may see 
your :wod viorks, :l.nd glorify your Father which is in 
heaven." The Lord is not ,)n ~arth in nerson ~oday. Since 
he Teft Mount Olives f:Jr his Father's home he has not been 
seEn nor heard by people of the earth. The only way that 
he can be seen today is through the crew of the ship. Jesus 
depends on them to show before the world what is expected 
of them. And while two wrongs do not make one right, yet 
we will be held responsible if a soul is influenced to neglect 



his duty and thus be lost through our failure to discharge 
our re~ponsibility. 

Our respon~ibi1ity on account of the power of influence 
was aptly illustrated by a circumstance that was relatcd 
to me several years ago. A young preacher came into a 
congregation :-'.5 a visiting evangelist. Upon the conclusion 
of his exhortation an elderly m~m responded to the invitation 
and sought baptism. After the service was adjourned the 
yaung preachcr had the vanity to ask the convcrt just what 
part of his sermon had touched his heart and caused him to 
come forwal'd. He was told that nothing he said had cause::I 
his action that night. Being rather surprised as well as 
"taken back" by this reply, he asked for further explanation. 
This is what he received. "Do you see that old man over 
there ~ Well, I live about mid-way between his home and 
the church house. For years I had noticed him pass my 
ho.me every Sunday on his way to church. Rain or shine, 
cold or heat, he would go by. '\Vhen the crowds were drawn 
off to some place of entertainment on Sunday I noticed this 
man continued his regular jOUlr.ey toward the place of wor
ship. I finally concluded that something must exist at that 
place of worship that had great attraction. I then conclud
ed that if it was worth that much to hi.m it would be to me 
and so determined that upon the first opportunity present
ing itself I would go forward in obedience. You happened 
to be the first one to offer the invitation since I made that 
resolution so here I am ready to be baptized." This is the 
sto.ry in which it is said that a man preached a sermon 
three quarters of a mile long as that old man lived that 
far from the meeting house. But had he allowed himself 
to become ir.terested in the attractions of the world as so 
many of the other church members did, and become only 
f1aIf-hearted in his activities, then this other persc.n would 
have become disgusted with religion. 

It will now be well to. consider a statement of the great 
Captain rlS found in Luke 16:10. "He that is faithful in that 
which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is lm
just in the least is unjust also. in much." This teaches that 



if a man fails to be faithful in the small things of life he is 
to be accounted as being so in the great things. That is, if 
a man would refuse to perform the so-called little duties of 
the crew he is regarded in the Lord's sight the same as if 
he had l'efused to perfor,;n the great ones. But this does 
not mean that :1 man who will not willingly perform one of 
the small deeds that he would not be willing to do some of 
the "big" ones if he could. There is often a man who will 
I!eglect or refuse to offer a prayer in the presence of a few 
faithful disciples ut the communion service who would 
promptly Tespond were he to be called upon to perform some 
one of what mig-ht be considel'ed a big feat in the work of 
Christ. He might think it unavailing' for him to ask his 
neighbor to go with him to the place of public worship but 
would "jump at the chance" to mount the platform and de
livfCr a public oration were he given the power to do Sl). 

lt h" frequently heard from thfC lips of professed disciples, 
"if I could sing like such a sister, or could pray like a 
brothel' is heard to or could preach like others, then I 
would be glad to do so. But what little I can do does not 
amount to anything so I 'will not try." But the man who 
would refuse to perform ~he "small" things would not 110 

the greater ones from the right motive. It would be for 
the purpnse of the praise of men and that would forfeit 
the praise of God. I have known more than one man who 
started out in public endeavors with a view of "entering 
the ministry." They would seem to be all absorbed in the 
great work of saving- souls and would talk as if they were 
burning up with zeal in behalf of the lost. And yet, when 
they discovered that they had tried to take the role of a 
member of the crew that was out of their class they would 
become disgruntled and desert the ship altogethe.r. All this 
shows that what activities they had previously manifested 
were from the wrong motives. "'hen the desire to be faith
ful and to discharge the personal responsibility is at the 
basis of all activities, then we will not see men deserting 
the ship because they cannot do some great thing. They 
will be glad to do 'what they can whether that be a so-



called small act 01' a big one. Their constant object wiIl be 
that of faithfulness and not that of success. They will 
be so anxious to please the Captain and so fearful of being 
rejected on account of unfaithfulness that the question with 
them will not be what great things can I do, but have I done 
what I could. 

It is true that we are saved as individuals if saved at 
aH. And yet we sh::mld not forget that the general stand
ard of the crew is raised or lowered according as the individ
ual raises or lowers his qnality of faithfulness. This is why 
we have the old saying that has been used by almo'lt 
every public teacher, "If every church member were just 
like me, what kind of a church would this church be?" For 
a man thus to lower the standard by his individual unfaith
fulness is to be like bhe man who rocks the boat. We know 
that in temporal life the man who rocks the boat is an ob
jectionable character and if he persists in his conduct he 
will have to be rejected. Jonah was thrown over board be
cause hi3 unfaithfulnef1s had occasioned the storm. After 
being thrown over the sea became calm and the boat waS 
saved. 'fhere are many Jonah's today. And while it is im
possible for any individual actually to endanger the great 
Ship of Zbn, yet his eonduct may be seen by the Lord in 
t.he same light he would be were such a thing possible. It 
is a well known principle taught in the Bible that men are 
accounted guilty of things they wish and try to do whether 
:::uch is possible or not. Thus A dam was charged with hav~ 
ing "hid from the presence of the Lord" when we know there 
is no hiding from God. But that was the wish and attempt 
of the man and the w,riter speaks as if it were accomplished. 
And so, while it b impossible to sink the Ship of Zion or 
Even to endanger it, yet the man whose conduct is such as 
tn have ~uch tendency he will be held responsible for such 
calamity. Hence another strong reason why his personal 
life should be one of faithfulness. 

Here is another consideration that should encourage all 
to personal faithfulness. Since no one can actually endanger 
the boat even if his motives would make him guilty of such 
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thing in God's ~ig'ht, it therefore furnishes encouragement 
for the individual to be faithful and thus save hi.mself. Evel\ 
a preacher's failure to h01d hi::. Hconverts" in the service os. 
Christ does not affect his personal salvation. This is what 
Paul wrote in I Cor. 3:14,15. "If any man's work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If 
any man'>; work shall be burnc:d, he shull suffer loss: but ho 
hi.mself shall be saved; yet ~o as by fire." The reward 
mention.ed here is the joy and satisfaction one would ex
perience in seeing his converts remain faithful. But even 
should he suffer the loss of this jay through the unfaithful
nes>; of the convert, yet the FAITHFUL preacher will be 
saved from fire notwithstanding. Of course this is a case 
considering the preacher but the principle would hold good 
with every member of the crew. Paul told the Ephesian 
Elders that he was "pure from the blood of all men." See 
Acts 20:26. And this was not hecause he had "succeeded" 
in saving all men for he had not. But the reason is given 
in the following verse: "For I have not shunned b declare 
unto you all the coun>;el of God." So it is not a question of 
wr.ether there \yill "be any stars" in our crown. Such a 
qUEstion would set aside the language of Paul just citerl 
and would also set aside all the teaching in the Word on the 
subject of individua1 faithfu1r,ess as opposed to success. 
Further tEaching on this point is to be found in Ezk. 3 :19 
on the matter of responsibility of the prophet in warning 
the wicked. {'Yet ~f thou warn the wicked, and he turn not 
from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die 
in his iniquity, but thou hast delivered thy soul." An such 
passages apply with like force to individuals in "private 
life." Our salvation depends on whether we do our duty 
and not on -our ability to get the other fellow to. 

We are now ready to take up the item started in the 
beginning of this discourse and deferred to this place for 
further consideration. The reader was referred to the 
language of the apostle that "to him that knoweth to do 
good ;md doeth it not to him it is sin." This passage should 
constantly be held before us in our personal life among 
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the disdples or the men of the world. Is is common to 
have professed Christians ask such questions as these, "Is 
there an.y verse that requires Us to meet on any other day 
than Lo,l'd's day?" Acting- on what Seems to he regarded 
as a safe retreat they will declare that no scripture re
quires t.he members to attend any other service than the 
Lord's day communion service. They know that specific 
passage can be shown that 8ets out the first day of the 
week up-,Jn which we are commanded to assemble. But no 
such passage can be found requiring them to assemble 
at any other time it is contended. 

It is trU(~ that no verse can be found that specifically 
~ets out a certain duty for a eel tain day, That is becau"e 
of the specific nature of the service. But no one should be 
so positive alxlUt there not b~ing any definite statement in 
the apostles' teaching. Lislen to this, "Therefore to him 
that knoweth to do good, and aoeth it not, to him it is sin." 
This is in Ja.mes 4:17. I knew of no one pass3Ige in the 
New Testament that is any more far-reaching in its appli
cation of principle than this. It places the determination 
find responsibility in any proposed case of activity on the 
basis of its heing one that is good, In view of this what 
shall we say of those who hide behind the technical truth 
that no specific passage can be found that sets out any 
other public meeting than the Lord's day communion as 
one that. Christians are bound to ~ttend? We should sa~ 
that before they can well be so satisfied with this conclusion 
there are a few questions they are logically bound to answer. 
Is the meeting on Lord's day evening and Thursday r:ven
iug one that is good? That is, if a man attends such meet
ings is he doing good? He either is or is not. If he is not 
aoing good then it \v0uld be wrong for him to attend them 
at any time. If the attendance on them is an act of doing 
good then the man who knows about them and who CQuid 
attend but fails to do so is committing sin. And so we can 
3ec how the subject of individual responsibility brings a 
Christian into contact with many personal duties not in so 
many words described, A thing is either good or not. If 
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it is go:)d and a man has opportunity of participating and 
does not, then he is committing sin. This will include such 
Htivities as the mid-week Bible studies, Lord's day evening 
services, protracted meeting services, etc. Doubtless there 
are laflge numbers of disciples who have allowed themselves 
to be perfectly satisfied with tl:.eir one meeting a week ser
vice and never thought of being guilty of sin since no 
specific passage could be cited requiring them to meet 
oftener. 

Brethren of this type would not think of living in a 
community where there were no regular services maintain
ed. They want to be able always to know that at such times 
that they wish to attend the meetings will be going on for 
them. But they expect others to see that it is being done. 
Their individual responsibility does not seem to concer:i.l 
them much if at all. This is very unfortunate. What would 
become of the lif~ and stability of the church were all to 
take that attitude? Let all realize that to the fullest ex
tent of ability and opportullity God will require all individ
uals to assume his full share of the burden of work of the 
church. It iR a matter where one man cannot act for 
another. Neither will the unfaithfulness of one man excuse 
another man in his unfaithfulness. 

Here is another phase of this subject thc,t hhould not 
be overlooked. While two w.rongs do not rtlake one right 
and while the wrongs of one man need not affect the salva
tion of another, yet they may affect his satisfaction over 
his relation to the work here in this world. In I Cor. 12:2e 
we hear Paul as follows, "And whether one member suffer, 
all the members suffer with it; or one member be honored. 
ail the members rejoice with it." Of course we understand 
this to apply to misfortune with the members of the body 
of Christ. That each member is to sympathize with the 
others. But the very relationship that causes this state
ment to be true also will show us that no one member can 
allow himself to become sub-normal in his spiritual stand
ing without its affecting the other members of the body. 
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And thus no member has the right to neglect his individual 
responsibility for to do so means to react detrimentally 
upon the other members and no one has the right to do 
this. Therefore individual memhers should fecI their res. 
ponsibility and determine to live a faithful life. We can 
defile the body of Christ by lack of duty as surely as \ve 
can by overt sins. An organ in the natural body can bring 
as much disease and danger to the body by its failure to 
perform its proper function as by an active performance in 
the unlawful field of action. And thus we find it true in 
more than one sense that "None of us liveth to himself, and 
no man dieth to himself." See Rom. 14:7. 

We all should be determined to live faithful lives not 
only for the sake of our own salvation and the general 
good of the church, but als;) because of the far~reaching 
effect of our influence. The eyes of the world are upon 
us. And while there is little thorough knowledge of the 
'Vord of God in the minds of the people of this earth, yet 
there is a g-eneral idea ::ts to how Christians should live that 
is not far from right. While no man should be an example 
of authority for others to pattern after yet many people 
do so and we sh!)uld regulate our" lives accordingly. The 
ljfe of n faithful child of God will be a benefit to the 
people of this world in all of life's relations. It will en
courage fathers and mothers to be more earnest in their 
relations of spiritual service. It will show men in promi
nent places the true worth of a life of trust in the Saviour 
of men. In many instances where pe.rsons would not be 
Jed to Christ by the direct rc>ading of the Word of God, 
they will become interested and finally obedient to the 
divine call as set f{lrth in the Book by seeing it portrayed 
in the lives of the disciples of our Lord. And by the same 
token., if they must behold us as mere professors, living one 
kind of life and professing another they will be led to turn 
against the cause of our Lord. The sons of Eli became 
wIcked and ElO corrupted the Elervice of the law that had 
been given that worldly people came to despise the sacri-



fice of the Lord. The same kind of thin'g will happen today 
if we live unfaithful lives. 

We know not when our Lord will come and we need not 
know. Our :oalvati(JD eternally does not depend upon a forced 
:md ::pasmodic exertion in the direction of divine require
ments th:.tt has been urged on us by some crisis thought to 
be imminent, but by a life of constant, consistent, faithful 
devotion, ;;pdng'ing from the motive of gratitude to the 
Giver of' all good who has honored us with the privilege of 
preparing ourselves for a residence in the home of the soul. 
Such a life may ~ve its persecutions and be fraught with 
the CH.res and anxieties attendant upon a life of devotion to 
Christ, but in the end will find one ready to approach the 
grave ',vith an unfaltering trust. Let our service each day 
be such as we will wish it had when the shadows are gath
ering. 

Let us remember that faithfulness and not· success is 
,"·hat is expected of us and is what is possible. We will be 
without defence i.f n::>t faithful for such deficiency will be 
inexcusable. All can be faithful whether' we be given five, 
two or one talent. This will take away the dread of the 
grave and the sting of death. Looking backward over a 
life spent in sacrifice and faithful service to Christ will 
only make the narrow valley mClre welcome. For it is not 
true :1S has been stated frequently, that it is a fearful thing 
to die. But it can be truly said that it is a fearful thing 
to be afraid to die. No fear can be compared with it. And 
nil the more denlorable ~dnce unnecessary. The man who 
has [('solved ::md carried out his resolution to be faithful 
unto death can defy all the tempests that are filling the 
\\·orld with unrest. Amidst it all he may let the storms 
thunder on his brow and oceans of adversity dash their 
billows at his feet. And finally, as the last lingering rays 
of light are fading and the waters of death are eddying 
rbJut his feet he will feel the presence of the Master and 
t]'uly know what it will be to finish his course with joy. 


