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"Therefore said he unto them, The haavest fwuly s great, but the

Laborers are few: pray ye theaefore the Lead of
he would send forth Laborera into his hawvest.®

the hatvest, that
(Luke 10:2)
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Josiah. was one of the youngest kings to rule
Judah. He was a good king and only 26 years of
age when an important discovery took place
during his reign. This is recorded in the 22nd
chapter of 2 Kings and also in the 34th chapter
of 2 Chronicles. Josiah had sent Shaphan, his
personal secretary, to the house of the Lord
with this message to Hilkiah, the high priest:
"Take the money which is collected in the house
of the Lord and wuse it to hire men to repair
the house." Obviously the temple was in need

of fixing. During these repairs,

Hilkiah came

upon the book of the law which had been neglect-
ed and wunnoticed for tooc many years. He then

handed this book over to Shaphan.
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Now Shaphan was a scribe whose job dealt with
writing and copying of the law. Realizing the
significance of this discovery, Shaphan quickly
took the book to king Josiah and read it to
him, Upon hearing the words and the prophecy
concerning the children of Israel, the young
king was so heartbroken and ashamed that he
tore his clothes in anguish. His nation had
forsaken the Lord and neglected the command-
ments of their God. It was predicted that for
such action, the Lord would bring a curse and
desolation to that place. However, due to
Josiah's tender heart and humbleness, he was
personally spared the agony of seeing this
destruction with his own eyes.

Imagine the idea of 1losing the Book of the
Law! And in the house of the Lord, of all

places! It sounds so ironic. Yet, the same
thing has been happening for centuries and even
today! We are usually amused when we see the

picture of the o0ld woman who searches the
entire house for her eye glasses. Later she
finds them in the last place she looks -- right
there perched above her forehead! Perhaps we
are really laughing at ourselves.

Consider the person who owns a Bible but rarely
uses 1it. It may be stuck in the closet or sit-
ting on the shelf collecting dust. What makes
this all the more absurd is if this person is a

member of the church. Though it 1is sad to
admit, we can all agree that there are such
cases. There are church members who truly do

not use and study the Word of God like they
should. It's 1like 1losing the Book of the Law
in the house of the Lord.

What can we do? First, there must be a reali-
zation of the power of God's word. "Fox the
word of God 4s quick, and powerdul, and sharper
than any Hwo-edged asword, pliencding even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
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foints and marnow, and 4is a disceanern of the
thoughts and intents of the heart."(Heb. 4:12)
Do we really believe all this? Do we believe
that "ALE scnipture is gdiven by Lnspiration of
God, and 4% profitable fhor doctrine, for re-
proos, for correction, forn Linstruction in night-
eousness: That the man of God may be pergect,
thoroughly furnished unto aff good works"(2
Tim, 3:16,17)? Then when was the last time we
actually READ the Bible? last week? last
month? last year???

Second, we have to learn what the Bible is
about. That means we have to put an intensive
and intellectual effort into it. I know I can
study God's word more than I do now. It sure
would not hurt me to do so. "Study to show thy-
self approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not o be ashamed, nightly dividing the word of
trwth."(2 Tim. 2:15) Yet, I am ashamed at the
feeble efforts I put into the most important
words in my life. I should think about God's
message more often.. "Med{tate upon these
things; gdve zthyself wholly to them; that thy
profiting may appear to aff."(l Tim. 4:15)

Finally, let us put God's word to work. What I
mean 1is that the scriptures will do nobody any
good as 1long as the printed words stay on the
page. The Bible has to be opened and the mes-
sage has to be spread. "Preach the word; be
instant 4in season, out of season; reprove,
nebuke, exhort with all <Long-suffering and
doctrine."(2 Tim. 4:2) This is the only way
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The hardest job that peoble have to do
is to move religion from their throats
to their muscles.
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that anybody outside of Christ can obey the
gospel!  "For whosoever shall cafl upon the
name of Zthe Lord shall be saved. How then
shatl they call on him in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they believe .in him of
whom they have not heard? and how shalf they
hear without a preachen?"(Rom. 10:13-14) Of
course, this does not apply only to those men
who get behind the pulpit but to every single
Christian!

Where 1is my Bible right now? Would I recognize
it if I saw it? Or has it been lost in the
house of the Lord? 1Isn't it high time that all
members of the Lord's church become familiar
with the Book of'all books? Peter advised the
early Christians to "add o your faith vintue;
and to vintue hknowledge"(2 Peter 1:5). I am
afraid we have too many members now who believe
that after baptism there is no longer a need to
pick up a Bible.

It has been speculated that Josiah rent his
clothes when the passage of Deut. 17:18-20 was
read to him. This seemed to really point the
finger at him. Let us conclude with a special
lock at verse 19. "And {t (a copy of the law)
shall be with him, and he shall nead theredin
all the days of his Life: that he may Learn fo
fean zthe Lond his God, to heep all the words of
this Law and these statutes, to do them." What

have we learned so far?
RAY MCMANUS
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FROM THE SCRIPTURES ...

Anc he szaid, Hhat hast fhou done? the wvoice

of fthy brother’s klood crieth untao me from the
ground. (Gen. 4:10)
Lz

And the lord spake unts Mores and  anto
faron, saying, How lang shall 1 fHeaer with this
evil congregaticn, which maradr against ps? I
fisve heard the ' i f
Israel, which
14:25,27

27
Ard the Lord heard the voice of your worss,
was Wrgth, (Deut, 1:34)
For he krnoweth vain
il he not

oy
then

the eardh shall rize up agsls

for his eyes are upon the ways of man, and
he seeth all his goings. There Is no darkness,
nor shkadow of death, where the workers of ini-
gquity may hide thepselyes, (Job 24:21,22

5
If we Have forgotten the name of our Sod, or
; to a strange gad; Shall

weth the ¢ 3
they are vanitv, iFsa. R4:11)
Woe unto them that seck deep to hHide their
counsel frem the Lord, and their works are iIin

the dark, and they say, Hho sseth us? and who
bnoweth usP{isa. 2%
e eyes are upon alil their wavs: they
t hid from my face, neither is their ini-
'

s . T .
ty hid from mine eyes.ider. 16:17)
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hearts that 1
b - now thelr own
t them akout; &they are before
)

that ye bhave not the love of
God 1n 9au.;JDhn u.42)

But there are some of you that beliewe not.
For Jesus knew fromp the beginring who they were
that felzevsc not, and who should betray bim.
(John &:64)

AAAANANANANAANAAAANAAA
“1 OMWE,

“For
anly
him

lite.”

“In this was manifested the love af God toward
us, because that God sert his only begotisen Zon
“into the world, tha we Rmight live through
Bim.”<{l John #:9)

> B B> B> B> B> B> D>

"Greater love hath po man that thisz, that a &
Iay down hiz [ife for hix frzends.”{JDhn 15:15)

-

4

owe, I owe, so off to church I go to worship
the one who gave his only Son for me and to
remember the death of my Friend.

A
A
A
A
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AS THE MANNER OF SOME IS

{A Series to Promote Church Attendance)

The parable of the Good Samaritan begins: MA
cerntain man went down from Jerusalem Lo Jerd-
cho, and fellf among thieves, which stripped him
of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed,
Leaving him half dead. And by chance there
came down a certain prdiest that way: and when
he saw him, he passed by on the othen s4ide.
And Likewise a Levdte, when he was at the
place, came and Looked on him, and passed by on
the othen side."(Luke 10:30-32) The story con-
cludes with a Samaritan who does indeed help
the wounded man.

why didn't the priest or Levite offer any
assistance? Surely these 'religious" men of
God could be counted on to give a helping
hand. But instead, an indifferent attitude
caused them to 'pass by on the other side".
They Jjust were not concerned and could care
less about the man who was half dead.

When it comes to church attendance, I am afraid
many of wus are like the priest and Levite in
attitude. We know that negligence is a serious
problem but we choose tc be indifferent toward
the situation. Just look at our mediocre at-
tendance record when the church has its evening
services or a gospel meeting is in progress.
"14 4t nothing 2o you, all ye that pass by?"
(Lam. 1:12). And we call ourselves "children
o4 God"?

I have heard stories of how some 60 years ago
out in the rural areas, lots of people would
load up 1iIn a horse-pulled wagon. They would
ride for hours and for miles down rugged, dusty
roads. Occasionally, the wagon would stop
along the way to pick up other eager passen-
gers. What was the big event? These folks
were on their way to attend a gospel meeting



8

being held on the other side of the county!
And this took place before the automcobiles were
popular. Now yocu can hardly get anybody to
drive a few minutes to go to church. What has
happened to our desire for "the sdincere mifk o4
the word"?

It is very sickening to see how much we have
digressed over the vyears, rather than have
progressed. Few people seem tc truly care
about the Lord's church and attending all the
services. Already several congregations have
cancelled their evening services due to lack of
interest and attendance. At this rate, how
much longer will it be before church services
become extinct altogether? This is something
to think about this year.

RAY
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NEW YEAR'S EVE Get-Together on Wednesday, Decem—
ber 31, 1986 fram 7:30pm until midnight. Came
to Brushy Creek Church, Lucedale, MS. Located
5 miles east of Lucedale, 1 mile east of Hwy.
98. Everyone welcane!

THIRD SUNDAY SINGINGS, 3:30 P.M.
January 18 —— Brushy Creek Church, Lucedale, MS
February 15 -- Freefield Church, State Line, MS
March 15 — Moffett Road Church, Mobile, AL

FREE! SUNDAY SCHOOL: The Question Answered. This
new 16-page booklet is being offered to all who
wish to receive it. For your FREE copy, please
write to its author:

Dana R. Chandler
P.0. Box 333
Opelika, AL 36801

REMEMBER to send in the appropriate information
of your congregation's meeting at least 13
months in advance!



