
Collective words used in the New 

Testament for God's people 
 

The Bible was not written in English.  So, 

translations may say the same thing a bit 

differently.  For example, "people of God" or 

"God's people" mean the same thing in English.  

"Body of Christ" or Christ's body" is a similar 

example.  Another type of example would be 

"household of God" or "family of God" - these 

two English phrases mean the same thing.  In 

addition, names for Jesus such as Christ or Lord 

are often interchanged.  Descriptions may be of 

God's entire church or congregations. 
 

the church - over 50 times (Acts 11:16) 

churches of Christ (Rom 16:16) 

church of the Firstborn (Heb 12:23) 

called of Jesus Christ (Rom 1:6) 

My (Jesus') church (Mat 16:18) 

Christians  (Acts 11:25) 

sect of the Nazarene (Acts 24:5,14;28:22) 

Christ's body  (I Cor 12:27) 

His body  (Eph 1:22-23) 

one body  (Eph 4:4) 

the body  (Col 1:18) 

My (Jesus') disciples (John 15:8) 

the disciples (Acts 11:36) 

My (God's) sons and daughters  (2 Cor 6:18) 

people of God (I Pet 2:10) 

family of God (Eph 2:19; I Tim 3:15) 

beloved of God  (Rom 1:7) 

children of God (Rom 8:15) 

heirs of God (Rom 8:16) 

God's church  (I Cor 1:2; Acts 20:28) 

house of God  (I Tim 3:15) 

church of the living God (I Tim 3:15) 

the flock of God (1 Pet 5:2) 

the flock  (Acts 20:28) 

kingdom of God  (Col 4:11) 

kingdom of His dear Son  (Col 1:13) 

kingdom of Christ and God (Eph 5:5) 

those who are sanctified in Christ 

    Jesus (I Cor 1:2) 

the way  (Acts 9:2) 

brethren  (Gal 6:1) 

a holy priesthood  (I Pet 2:5) 

churches (Rev 1:20) 

called to be saints (Rom 1:7) 

saints  (I Cor 1:2; Eph 4:12) 

general assembly  (Heb 12:23) 

His elect (Mat 24:31) 
 

Geographical Descriptors 
 

Phrases like "the church of the Thessalonians" 

might also easily be translated as "the 

Thessalonian church". 
 

churches of God in Christ Jesus that 

   are in Judea (1 Thess 2:14) 

saints and faithful brethren in Christ  

   at Colossae (Col 1:2) 

church that is in their house (I Cor 16:19) 

church of God which is at Corinth 
   (1 Cor. 1:2) 

church of the Thessalonians in God 

   our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
  (2 Thess 1:1) 

churches of the Gentiles (Rom 16:4) 

 

the church "in", "of", or "at" a city or 

region used many times   
(Gal 1:22; 1 Thess 2:14; Acts 8:1; Acts 13:1; Rom. 

16:1; Col. 4:16; 1 Thess. 1:1; Rev. 2:1, etc.) 
 

The church in Taylors would be happy to arrange 

for a Bible study with you.   

 www.taylorschurch.com 
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