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Verse 45. See Ch. 14: 19 for com
menta on chron.icJel, 

Verse 46. The 8oaomUe, are de
scribed at Ch. U : 24. 

Verses 47-49. This paragraph Is par
enthetical In thought. specifying Borne 
of the "acts" of Jeh08haphat. No king 
in. Edcm means no man there was 
rul1ng in his own right. 2 Sam. 8: 14 
shows the subjeetion of the land of 
Edam to the chlldren of Israel. This 
deputy was appointed by Jehoshaphat, 
and served in the enterprise connected 
with the plan to go after the gold, 
which tailed. A son of Ahab had of
fered to furnish servants to go on the 
expedition, but the oaer was refused. 
We are not told whether that fact had 
anything to do with the faUure of the 
venture, or not. 

Verse 50. Chronologically. this verse 
belongs Immediately after V. 46. Slept 
111 explained at Ch. 2: 10. The successor 
to Jehoshaphat is named In connection 
witb his death, which Is the usual 

"form of "report. The Incidents of J6-
homm's own reign, however, wUl not 
begin unOI several chapters In the 
next book bave been reacbed. 

Verse 61. The reIgn of Ahab's son 
is dated from a certain year of J6-
hoshaphat, king of Judah. See - Ch. 
12: 17 for comments on this point. 

Verses 52, 53. These verses are con
cise and Bum up the accounting for 
the wicked reIgn of tbls son of Abab. 
It was because he followed In the 
counsel "of his parents, both of whom 
were wicked, and of Jeroboam the 
first king of Israel. Many of the per
sonal acts of Ahulah are recorded In 
the book of 2 Kings which wfll Im
mediately follow. 

2 KINGS 1 
Verse 1. David had brought the 

Moabttes under tribute to the children 
of Israel. ( 2 Sam. 8 : 2. ) They con
tinued In that relation unt11 after the 
death of Ahab, at which time they re
belted and made war. ThIs verse 
barely introduces the subject ot the 
situation. then the writer drops It to 
insert certain other happenings among 
noted Individuals. It wllI be taken up 
again at Ch. 3: 4, 6. 

Verse 2. The Injury that Ahazlah 
received by his fall was very severe. 
It was not Immedl"ately" tatal, however, 
and the outcome was uncertain. In 
other words, the condltton was appar
ently such that superhuman Jnforma
th)n W8,S thouS"ht necessary to" deter-

mine ft. Baa.l was the general name 
of an IdolatrouB deity, and zebub was 
a special one located at Ekron, a 
Philistine cUy. To this place the 
wounded man ordered his messengers 
to go for the informatton on his case. 

Verse 3. Had there been no mim of 
God available. It would stilI have been 
an Insult to God for one of his "pro
fessed servants to recognize an idol 
god. The prophet EUjah was told by 
the angel to intercept the messengers 
of Ahaziah. Is it not becau.se," etc., Is 
in the form of a question. The mean
ing at It is an accusation of ignoring 
the true God at Israel, which was a 
deep orrense to Him. 

Verse 4. We do not know whether 
~haziah's Injury was necessarily fatal; 
It might have been. But in whatever 
case the victim was involved, the out
come was as yet bidden from his 
knowledge. The information was thus 
given him by the prophet that he 
would die. 

Verses 5. 6. The early return of his 
messengers caused Ahazlah to ask 
why. They gave a true account of 
their meeting with a m.oo. 

Verses 7. 8. An. hairy moo does not 
mean merely that he had a thfck 
growth of hair, but the lexicon de
scrIbes it as meaning It w~ In a 
ruffled and unkempt condition. Being 
apart from society much of the time, 
EUjah took this habit. Abazlah had 
evIdently seen him and recognIzed the 
descrIption. 

Verse 9. The king had previously 
known of Elijah's authority, else he 
would not have sent to him for 88slst
ance in this predicament of his. But 
the whole procedure indicated he ap· 
pealed to the true God as a last resort 
only. We are not told just what form 
of speech the captain had been In· 
structed to use In his request. He used 
the wrong one, however, as we can 
see ; one ot arrogance Instead of hu
mtHty. The words man 01 God ac
knowledge Eli jah to be a servant of 
the true God, hence there was no 
excuse for the disrespecttul demand 
expressed. Come dO'lC'n was a dIctatorial 
expression, "which dId not recognize 
their master as being the one in need 
of aid, but rather, that Eltjah was the 
one to be benefited by the' occasion. 
The information had already been 
given Ahazlah from EUjah that the 
injury was to end fatally. " It means, 
therefore, that Aha.zla.h thought to In
fiuence the prophet to reverse the de
cision and CaUBe " his recovery. 
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Verse 10. Turning the abject ac
knowledgement of the captain into a. 
taunt. Elijah called upon that very 
God over him to destroy the whole 
group with tire. 

Verses 11, 12. The scene with the 
ftrst cavtain and his 50 men was re
peated in duplicate, except the word 
quickly was added, thereby making it 
8t111 more arrogant. 

Verses 13, 14. Nothing has been said 
about spectators at the first two trans
actions. We know there was Borne 
means by which it was known what 
took place, for the third captain men
tioned the matter in his pleading ad
dress to Elijah. The only request that 
is recorded was on behalf of him and 
his men. We know, however, that 
El1Jah was requested to go with the 
men, trom what the angel said to him 
In the next verse. 

Verse 15. The angel gave Eltjah 
assurance of \lis life, and on that he 
went to the king of Israel. 

Verse 16. We sUll do not know what 
might have been the natural outcome 
of Ahaziah's injury. The prophet of 
God could have healed him with di
vine helv regardless of the severity of 
the case. But the edict that the king 
was to die was due to hie attempt to 
C01l8ult an idolatrous god. This con
clusion Is based on the fact that, after 
referring to the matter of consultation 
with the idolatrous god, Elijah said 
therefore. 

Verse 17. The same name was com
mon to more than one person in an
cient Urnes, even as it is today. In 
the line of rulers over Judah was a 
man named Jehoram. In his second 
year, began the reign of another Je
horam over Israel. The last named 
Jehoram was a brother to Ahaziah, 
wbo died of his injury. The reason 
this Jehoram reigned over Israel is 
stated, because he (Ahaziah) had no 
s-on. 

Verse 18. For chronicles see the 
comments at 1 K1. 14: 19. 

2 KINGS 2 
Verse 1. Genesis 5: 22-24; Heb. 11: 5 

gives account of Enoch's being taken 
from the earth without death; the 
Lord will do the same thing with 
Elijah. There is no statement in the 
Bible that shows why God did this to 
these men, when the edict had gone 
forth that all men must dIe. (Reb. 
9; 27.) It Is an accepted -idea, how
ever, tbat ao exception to a rule will 

emphasize and establish the rule. 
Elijah and EHsha had been close to 
each other. and the latter bad been 
already designated as the prophet to 
take the place of the former. (1 KI. 
19: 16.) Considered mechanically, a 
whirlwind would be the ideal kind of 
storm by which to draw a man up
ward. It would atreet a comparatively 
small area, and leave the persons and 
things nearby undIsturbed. That will 
explain how Elisha could be near 
enough to see and talk with Elijah at 
the time. 

Verse 2. El1jah knew that he was 
soon to leave the earth. Just why he 
appeared eager to get away from 
Elisha, we are not told. He mentioned 
more than one voint to which the Lord 
was sending him; one after the other. 
His suggestions for Eltsha to tarry at 
one of the given places intimated that 
the distance they would have to travel 
was great, and it was not necessary" 
for him to make that journey just be
cause Elijah had to. The Biblical 
statement at the close of this verse is 
one that is common in the Scriptures. 
It Is as if he said, "As surely as the 
Lord and I are living, that sure it is 
that," etc. There was no prinCiple 
against their traveling together, hence 
they did so for the present. 

Verse 3. Stm8 01 the prwhellJ means 
the men who were pupils under the 
older ones, being trained in the work 
of prophets. They had some commu
nication directly with the Lord, and 
had received some information regard
ing the present program for Elijah. 
Their term thly master was in respect 
for the seniority of Elijah over Elisha 
in the Une of national prophets. (1 Ki. 
19: 16.) Ellsha also had information 
that Elijah was to leave him. That 
was an unpleasant thought and he did 
not want to be reminded of It, hence 
his demand for these student prophets 
to hold their peace about It. 

Verse 4. Elljah named another dis
tant point, and suggested that Elisha 
not go any farther. He received the 
same kind of answer he did before, so 
they t raveled on. 

Verse 6. The sons Of the 'PTophetlJ at 
Jericho had received the aame infor
mation about Elijah that bad been 
given to the ones at Bethel. In answer 
to their reminder for El1sha, they re
ceived the same order that the others 
had. 

Verse 6. For the third time. Elijah 
suggested that Elisha halt In his 
Journey, and received the same kind 
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of an answer. One difterence In the 
last Instance was, the place to which 
Elijah was to go (Jordan) was more 
indefinite as to exact location. 

Verse 7, The procedure of the great 
DTophets was arousing the interest of 
the student prophets. Flfty of them 
followed at seeing distance as they 
arrived at the Jorda.n. 

Verse 8. Moses and Aaron used a 
rod in connection with their miracles. 
(Ex. 7: 17.) J eallS used clay in healing 
the bUnd man. (John 9: 6. 7.) El1jah 
used the mantle In forcing a passage 
across the Jordan. There was an im· 
portant point in such performances. 
Had something been used that might 
have a physical or logIcal relation to 
the result desired and obtained, it 
might have been claimed that such 
was the causc. But since these things 
could have nothing to do with the ac
tual problem the conclUSion is clear, 
that the result was obtained through 
divine power. 

Verse 9. Elisha has persistently re
fused to separate from Elijah, and he 
was no longer asked to do so. Let us 
note that Eltjah did Dot tell Elisha he 
could h~ve anything he wanted. This 
kind of distinction was made in the 
case of Solomon at Glbeon. (1 K1. 
3: 5.) Mathematically speaking, it 
would be Impossible for ODe to receive 
more than all of another's spirit. We 
are sure that Elisha received that 
since he was to take the place or 
El1jah. (1 Kt. 19: 16.) The thought, 
then, is figurative. It was a desire to 
receive abundantly or the same spirlt 
that had been possessed by Elijah. The 
request was an exalted one, and not 
one that looked for personal gain. 

Verse 10. A thing could be hard or 
difficult or unusual. yet not wrong or 
impossible. That which Elisha asked 
for was very rare, but was right, and 
was promised to him on condition. 
PrevIously, Elijah had designated eer; 
tain places he expected to be and asked 
to be lett alone. Now the attitude has 
been changed and Elisha was placed 
on his guard, to be always on the alert 
lest his master slip away trom him. 
There Is no explanation gIven for the 
change in Elijah's atUtude. 

Verse 11. Parted them means the 
flery charlot separated the two proph· 
ets. Went 'Up into heaven.. The Old 
Testament uses the same original 
word for "heaven," Whether the 1st, 
2nd, or lrd heaven is meant. The con
nection In each case must be relied on 

to determine which is meant. It was 
the first heaveD, or domain of the 
atmosphere that received El1jah as far 
as Elisha could see. From other con
Siderations. however. we understand 
that he was taken to the 3rd heaven, 
the ahode of God. (Matt. 17: 3.) There 
Is another important thought about 
this. Elijah had to leave the earth in 
order to get to heaven where God Is. 
That disproves a doctrine among men 
that all the heaven there Is to be Is on 
the earth. The word translated fire 18 
defined in the lexicon as having both 
a literal and figuratlve meaning. The 
case at hand means the charlot and 
horses were of a flaming or fiery ap
pearance. 

Verse 12. The word for tather Is 80 
rendered in most places, but by "chief" 
in a tew other places. It was evidently 
used In that sense by Elisha. As chief 
person among the Children at Israel. 
he would mean to Elisba as much as 
all the other chariots and their drivers. 
With such a loss to him and his people, 
he expressed his grief by a well known 
custom of rendiog his garment. 

Verse 13. A popular saying sup
posed to be based on this circumstance 
is, that the mantle of Elijah fell on 
Elisha, when people are moralizing on 
the subject of one person's committing 
his work to another. A careful reading 
wtll show that to be erroneous. The 
mantle had fallen to the ground, and 
Elisha picked it up voluntarIly. 

Verse 14. Where is the Lord God. 01 
Elijah was said tn the sense of calling 
upon that God. As Elisha made that 
call he also used the same mantle and 
for the same purpose as did Elijah in V. 
8. See the comments at that verse. Arter 
invoking, Buccessfully, the mantle, 
Elisha recrossed the Jordan back into 
Canaan proper. 

Verse 15. Jericho is near the Jordan, 
and that was the place tram which 
the SDnS 01 the prophettl had stood to 
view afar of!. (v. 7). By thIs we 
learn of the place where the two 
great prophets had crossed the river 
Jordan. When these sons 01 the 
prophets saw the miracle that Elisha. 
did with the mantle, they concluded it 
was done through the same spirit that 
Elijah had possessed. With due re
spect tor the successor of the great 
prophet Elijah, these young prophets 
bowed before Elisha. 

Verse 16. The sons ot the prophets 
had twice told Elisha (VB. 3, 5) that 
his master was ' to be taken tram bis 
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head that dati. That meant merely 
that be would be deprived of bis mas
ter's personal association, but no evi
dence Is apparent that they knew it 
was to be permanent; neither did they 
know that he W&8 to leave the earth. 
All of this explains why they were so 
concerned about his bodily satety. They 
offered their services tor a search of 
Elljah. But EIl8ha had a better knowl· 
edge of the affair, and objected to their 
proposal. 

Verse 17. Elisha knew he was cor
rect In his judgment, and therefore 
had nothing to be ashamed of as the 
word is commonly used. The original 
18 defined by Strong, "to pale, 1. e. by 
Implication to be ashamed; also (by 
implication) to be disappointed, or 
delayed... It has been translated in 
the A. V. by delay, be long and others. 
The thought Is that the men insisted 
so long that EUaha concluded he would 
not delay longer, but would let them 
learn a lesson by their own disappoint
ment. Upon hiB consent the eager 
group -went in search for Elijah; three 
days of fruitless search followed. 
V~rse 18. E1teha was 80 SUre the 

men would return that he tarried at 
Jeri~ho for ' them. Upon their coming 
back, he chastised them mildly by re
minding them of his advice. 

Verso 19. Situation. means the· site 
of the city, that the "view" was agree
able. Naught Is trom UH and defined. 
'lbad or (as noun) -evil (naturally or 
m,orally) "-Strong. Barren Is from 
SHAKOL and Strong defines it, lOA 
primitive root; properly to miscarry, 
1. ' e; Buft_er abortion." This condition 
was practically admitted by EUBha, so 
that we need not doubt the statement 
by the _citlzens. Something muet hQ.ve 
come up to cause the condition, tor 
Jericho was a popuhl.-r city and no 
such complaint had been made of it. 
Some kind _ of germ had crept Into the 
source of dri~klng water, -causing abor
tion with expectants who needed to 
use It. -.The eitlzens would know ot 
Elisha's miraculous power, tor he had 
JUBt performed the feat _ of forcing a 
passage acrOBS the Jordan nearby. They 
told him -of the defect in their city, 
with the hope that he would do some
thing about it. 

Verses 20-22. Sprln.g ot water, means 
the source of their drinking water, 
thus showing that it was the water 
that was Infected and not the ground. 
This observation is important in meet
Illg the critic who would say that salt 

would klll the ground instead ot caUs
Ing It to yield lrult, 

Verse 23. Bald. 1l.ead. The second 
word Is not in the original. The first 
Is from QUERACH and Strong deftnes it. 
"bald (on the back 01 the head)," It 
Is the word for "bald" in Lev. 18: 40, 
where it Is seen to contrast with "tore
head bald" in V. 41. Ohildren is trom 
NAAR and Strong defines it, "A boy 
from the age of infancy to adoles
cence." Go is from WH and defined, 
"A primitive root; to ,ascend, Intranet· 
tlvely (be high) actively (mount),"
Strong; The wording of the common 
text Is correct. In derision with refer
ence to the ascension of Elijah, the 
master of Elisha, these boys made fun 
of the prophet. For some reBSon the 
back at his bead was bald, which could 
be Been by the boY8 as they followed 
him. As an impertinent remark, which 
they probably thought was smart, they 
taunted Elisha wi th the suggestion 
that, as be was a ba.ldheaded old man, 
be was ready to leave this world, and 
should follow the other old man who 
had just gone up from the earth. 

Verse 24. · OUned. Unfortunately. 
this word has acquired an exaggerated 
me~nlng In the popular mind. It Is 
thought of as being some profane and 
harsh language, expressed against 
someone with the idea of inftlctlng a 
specially dire penalty. It II from 
QUALAL. and Strong defines It, "8 
primitive root; to be (causatively 
make) Ilght, Ilterally (swllt, amall, 
sharp, etc.) or ftguratlvely (easy, trif
ling, vUe, etc.)." The passage means 
that Ellsha pronounced them 8.8 very 
insignificant and unworthy; also very 
rash and Inconsiderate In what they 
said, and deserving ot some punish
ment. As far as the text shows, how
ever, Elisha lett it tor the Lord t8 
decide on what It shOUld be. He caused 
42 01 them to be destroyed by wlld 
beasts. This was a severe punishment, 
but disrespect for their elders was 
also a serious olfense, and children 
need to know ho'w wrong it Is; a se
vere punishment was the necessary 
penalty for that lesson. 

Verse 25. Atter all these experiences, 
Elisha went on his way. Passing on to 
Mount Carmel, he went on to Samaria 
where he spent much of his Ume. It 
Is in this place where we will Bee some 
at hie most noted exploits. The city 
was the capital of the kingdom of 
Israel, and thus a fitting headquarters 
tor this national prophet. 
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2 KINGS S· 
Verse 1. It is important that the 

reader avoid confusion over the switch
ing back and forth of the accounts COD
cerning the kingdom of Judah and 
Israel. Read the comments at 1 Ki. 
12: 17- frequently, Also remember that 
the Bible Is not always chronological 
in its historical reports in other parts; 
much less would it be: in this place. 
where two rival, but related kingdoms. 
are being reported simultaneously, 
Jeborarn's reign was mentioned in Ch. 
1: 17 and then dropped to give us ac
counts of the two great prophets, 
Elijah and Elisha. whose lives were 
so closely woven together for a time. 
. Verses 2; 3, The Bible gives aredU 

where it 1s due. Jehoram was the son 
of Ahab and Jezebel. who were excep
tionally wicked people. This son was 
not as bad as they, and had corrected a 
part of their evil work by removing 
the image of Baal. He was bad enough, 
however, and followed the example of 
Jeroboam, the first king of Israel. 

Verses 4:, 5. The revolt of Moab was 
barely mentioned at Ch. 1: 1 but is 
resumed here. The particular act that 
signified the break was the withhold
ing of tribute. The king of Moab had 
been rendering or delivering to Israel 
100,000 each of lambs and rams per 
year. That tribute was stopped which 
amounted to a declaration of war. 

Verse 6. One word in the definition 
of the original for numbered. Is "mus
ter." Jehoram was preparing for war 
with Moab, and went out to get his 
soldiers together. 

Verse 7. It is highly probable that 
Jehoram knew of the alliance that was 
formed between Jehoehaphat and Ahab, 
father of Ahaziah and J ehoram, in the 
war with Syria. That encouraged him 
t6 a.sk for a simtlar alltance with him 
for the war with Moab. He was not 
disappointed, and the answer was the 
same as that given to Ahab. See 1 
K!. 22: 4. 

Verse 8. After agreeing to the allt
ance, J ehoshaphat asked J ehoram his 
advice as to the proper route in the 
'approach to Moab. The reply was that 
they go by the wtlderness of Edom. 
That land was south of Moab, while 
these Israelite kings were north and 
west. That made It necessary for them 
to take a roundabout route. The object 
for the move is not stated, but from 
the faets of the next verse, J ehoram 
must have had reason to expect Borne 
fa ... or. from Edam. 

Verse 9. Sure enough, the king of 
Edom joined as an ally of Jehoram 
and Jehoshaphat. Oompass of seven 
days means the route they chose was 
out of the way to the extent that it 
took seven days longer. It also took 
them into a territory where there was 
no drinking water. 

Verse 10. Jehoram became uneasy 
and feared that perhaps the situation 
was brought about by the Lord; if so, 
tt was in order to entrap them with 
the Moabites. 

Verse 11. After the law of Moses 
was completed and left with' God's 
people, it was regarded as all the Lord 
wanted in the way of statute law, or 
formal enactment. That is why we 
have the words "and he added no 
more" in Deut 5: 22. As time went 
on, it was necessary to have the ser
vices of inspired men 'in interpreting 
that law to show its proper application, 
also to give specific information in 
emergencies. For such purposes God 
used the priests (Lev. 10: 8-11; Deut. 
17: 9. 10; Mal. 2: 7) and the prophets. 
See Heb. 1: 1. Jehoshaphat had good 
reason, therefore, to call for a 'Prophet 
of the Lord. He was told of an avail
able one by the name of Elisha. Poured 
water on the hand, Of Elijah. This 
fact is not mentioned in any other 
place, and is doubtless merely a refer. 
ence to his ministrations to the head 
prophet over him. Moffatt's translation 
is, "who used to be servant to Elijah." 

Verse 12. Jehoshaphat recognized 
Elisha as an inspired prophet, and the 
three kings went to confer with him. 

Verse 13. What have I to do with 
thee is the same as saying, "What are 
you coming to me for?" Prophets of 
thy father means the prophets whom 
Ahab and Jezebel relied on when they 
wanted advice to their liking; they 
were the idolatrous ones. Jehoram 
st111 believed the Lord had brought 
about the alliance of these three kings 
for the purpose of some punishment. 
But it was Jehoshaphat who insisted 
on their advising with the prophet be. 
fore venturing on their muttary enter
prise. 

Verse 14. Jehoshaphat was a good 
king, and his presence caused Elisha 
to respect the group of kings stand
ing in his presence. 

Verse 15. The minstrel was a musi
cian. Just why Elisha wished the 
services ot this person we do Dot 
know. It was in line, however, with 
the practice ot the prophets and other 
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miracle workers in the Biblical times. 
It gives a concrete exhibition of tll e 
tact mentioned by Paul in Heb. 1: 1 
that. not only did God speak to the 
tathers by the prophets, but he did so 
"at sundry Urnes and in divers man· 
ners." 

Verses 16. 17. Ditcnes is trom a 
word that means pools. God proposed 
to bring a flow or water into the 
valley. aDd the pools would store up 
and save the precious l1quld atter the 
general spread had served Its purpose, 
and bad flowed away. This was to be 
a miraculous supply ot water, and not 
brought by ordinary weather condi~ 
tions. 

Verses 18, 19. Light thing means 
that ' lt is unimportant compared with 
the other miracle they wUl receive. 
Managing an army of men would be a 
mightier teat than bringing forth a 
8upply of water. Fenced city means 
a walled or fortified city. Olwice city 
means a city very desirable from stand
pOints other than being walled. To 
nwr the fields with stones means to 
strew it with them so they cannot be 
cultivated_ 

Verse 20. Meat offering. The first 
word is not in the original as a sepa
rate word. The expression as a whole 
refers to the regular time of morning 
sacriflce which was nine o'clock. The 
miraculous supply came from the di
rection of the land of Edam, unW the 
country had the appeara nce ot a lake. 

Verse 21. About this time the Moab
ites awoke to their danger, and gath
ered all their fighting men for battle. 

Verses 22, 23. This body of water 
was between the allies and the Moab
ites. From the angle where the latter 
looked in the direction of the water, 
it was made to look like blood. This 
could be aptly called a miraculous 
camouflage, tor the Lord certainly 
caused it to occur to deceive the 
MoabUes. They concluded the enemies 
were slain and that their blood was 
causing the red which they -saw. With 
the enemy slain. nothing was to hinder 
them from taking the spoil. so they 
thought. and thus announced it. 

Verse 24. The camp of the allies. 
which was in charge of the IsraeUtes. 
'was kept quiet. The soldiers were 
}Ying low. looking for the Moabltes to 
come on with no expectation ot meet
ing any resistance. All of this was 
an effectiVe maneuver, doubtless in
spired by the Lord 8S his means of 
causing fulfillment of the promise tn 

verses 18, 19. The aUies sprang to the 
attack and overcame the Moabites. 
They were put to flight and chased 
even to thetr own country with great 
slaughter. 

Verse 25. Only in Kir-hareseth. The 
first word Is not in the original. The 
R. V. words it. "until in Klr-hareseth," 
etc. The verse means they made ex
ception of this City in their general 
destruction with the large stones. But 
it was not to escape entirely, for the 
men with the 8Ungs encompassed the 
city and smote the people. 

Verse 26. This kind of maneuver is 
called a storm attack. It sometimes 
obtains an entrance through the ene
my's lines when aJl other means fail . 
The attack was a taUure in this case 
and the Moabites were forced to retire. 

Verse 27. This human sacriflce was 
not with sincere devotion to the idola
trous god of tbe Moabttes, tor In that 
case it would have been done at some 
proper shrine of the gods. It was done 
upon the wall. in sIght of the Israel
ites. That created such a sentimental 
protest among them that the leaders 
were forced to leave the scene. 

2 KINGS 4 
Verse 1. The S()l1l.S of t~ prophets 

were sometimes married men, although 
only students of the older ones. The 
widow of one of them was the com
plainant before Elisha. It was a prac
tice among certain ones to sieze uDon 
human chattels as security tor debts. 
In consideration of her devotion to the 
Lord, she thought the prophet shOUld 
heJp her_ 

Verse 2. What snaU I do for thee 
was asked in the sense ot merely in
troducing the subject. It might be con
sidered as a meditative form of speech, 
leading up to the more specific inquiry 
into ber own resources. 

Verse 3. There is no limit to divine 
power, whether in connection with 
human effort or not. But it has always 
been a rule of God to require man to 
do what he could. This woman had a 
supply of oil and It wtll be used as a 
starter. See a simtlar situation in the 
widow aDd the meal, in 1 K1. 17: 12. 
Note that the woman in the present 
paragraph was admonished to borrow 
-not a few. 

Verse 4. Elisha left direct connec
tion with the case after gIving instruc
tioDS. 

Verse 6. In obedience to the order 
from Elisha, the woman closed the 
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door and began fiIling the borrowed 
vessels, usinK the pot of oil that she 
had as a source. 

Verse 6. The supply of oil was con
tinuous as long as there was any pro
vision to care for it. When that failed, 
the fiow of oil stopped. This was what 
was signified when Elisha cautioned, 
"borrow not a tew" in V. 3. 

Verses 7. Olive oil, which was the 
only kind known in that day, was 
valuable in many ways. Now that the 
woman had a large store of it, she 
did not know what Elisha intended for 
her to do with it, until he authorized 
her to use it in meeting her debt, and 
as a source of future income. 

Verse 8. It feU on a dn.y is the same 
as if we would saY', "one day Elisha 
came to Shunem." We are not told 
what business took him there this 
time or afterward. But a certain 
woman of some prominence saw him 
and offered him her hospitality. Hav
ing been treated thus kindly, he made 
it a regular thing to stop at this house. 

Verses 9, 10. Houses were built with 
fiat roofs. A chamber on the wall was 
an uaddition" to the main building, 
and could be entered and left inde
pendent of the rest of the house. That 
would be very appropriate for Elisha, 
as he was coming and going frequently, 
and this arrangement would accommo
date him without always joining in 
with the family life. So a little furni
ture was installed and the guest room 
tUrned over for the use of the man 
01 Goa. 

Verse 11. It fell on a day is an 
obsolete form of saying, "so one day," 
etc. Elisha had accepted the hospital
Ity with appreciation. 

Verse 12. The woman of the house 
was called by the servant, Gehazi, and 
stood in talking distance of him, so 
that he could act as a go-between for 
her and Elisha. 

Verse 13. The message passed from 
Elisha to the woman was to bid her 
name a wish. It was suggested that a 
good word be spoken in her behalf to 
the king or general of the army. Per
haps they w6uld provide a more suit
able place of residence. But she de
clined the offer and preferred to re
main with her relatives. 

Verse 14. Elisha asked his servant 
to suggest something for the woman. 
He was told that she had no child. 
She evidently was much younger than 
her husband, for only he was mentioned 
as being old. Had she been old as 

well as he, it certainly would have 
been as logical to refer to her age, 
as to his; if any difference, more so 
to her. 

Verse 15. The woman was recalled 
and stood in the door of his room. 

Verse 16. Time Of life refers to the 
natUral period of carrying the unborn 
child. The promise of a son seemed 
incredible to the woman. Nothing was 
said about her age or condition other
wise in view of becoming a mother.
All we have that would bear on the 
subject is the remark of Gehazi. that 
her husband was old. That fact, and 
the' remark of doubt by the woman, 
leaves the conclusion that the husband 
was thought of as being too old to 
beget a child. The word lie sounds so 
harsh to us that we shrink from it. 
To "deceive" Is the same principle but 
not so severe on the ear; the original 
has been 80 rendered in other places. 
The woman was 80 surprised and taken 
aback that she instinctively used the 
term. The whole statement might be 
worded, "You are a man of God; 
surely, then, you would not deceive me 
about this." 

Verse 17. The promise was fulfilled 
and the child was born at the time Of 
life, meaning the proper time after 
conception. 

Verse 18. Gro'Um is from an original 
with indefinite meaning. It does not 
necessarily mean fully grown; but 
onlY' that the child had grown enough 
to perform the action of walking out 
into the field to his father. 

Verse 19. Lad, Is from NAAR and, Is 
sometimes translated "servant" in the 
A. V. Some convulsive attack came 
upon the boy that caused his com
plaint. Since it was a time of harvest 
(reapers), it is possible that it was 
a sunstroke. 

Verse 20. The child was old enough 
to walk to the field, but young enough 
to be carried by the servant, and 
nursed in his mother's arms until he 
died. 

Verse 21. How natUral it was for 
the mother to take the body of her 
child into the room of Elisha. He was 
the one who had promised the son to 
her, and through whose intercession 
the Lord had granted it. Besides, she 
must leave the body for a time, and 
she would desire it to have as much 
privacy as possible. Therefore she 
went up (the room was on the wall) 
and laid him on the bed of the man 
01 God. 
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Verse n. Tbls verae would IndIcate 
that the regular dwelUng places of 
Elisha and the woman were not tar 
apart. Mount Carmel was a range 12 
mUes long. Shunem was In the same 
general territory of this range, hence 
the statement above. Furthermore, the 
distanee could not have been too great, 
for it Is evident that Bome of the 
acton in this drama traveled on toot. 

Verse 23. It ap\lO&r. that the hI1&
band waa not aware of the child's 
death. The usual occasion for catUng 
on the prophet was for observance of 
80me feast, 8uch as that on the new 
moon or on a sabbath day. It ,han 
be wen. The last word only Is In the 
original, but the thought of the group 
Is authorized. The word 18 trom 
SHALOM' and Strong deftneslt, Usate.i. e. 
(figuratively) well, happy. friendly; 
also (abstractly) wellare, L e. heallb, 
prosperity. peace," The expreaeion In
dicates the woman's faUh that it would 
lInally be well with Ihe child. 

Verse 24. Some factors tn this ar
rangement are not clear. Nothing 18 
said about a second beast, yet the ser
vant is urged not to slacken his riding. 
Neither 115 anything said about a ve.
hicle for their common use ; and that 
would have made the saddling at the 
beast unnecessary. The best solution 
In my mind is, they each rode a beast. 
and the servant was expected to stimu
late the speed ot herB by urging the 
one he was riding. 

Verse 26, 26. The appearance of this 
woman under the circumstances made 
El1sba suspect that something was 
wrong. He bade his servaut go to 
meet her, and to ask the Q.ueatloDs 
about the welfare of the taml1y. It is 
wen 18 explained at V, 23. 

Verse 21. Taking hold of EUsha's 
feet seemed to be an intrusion in the 
eyea at Gehaz1. The prophet thought 
otherwise; that Bome great Borrow was 
upon her heart, and that Oehazi should 
not molest her. 

Versel 28, 29. The entire conversa
tion Is not recorded. In the previon! 
ver&e EUsha said the woman's griet 
had not been told hIm by lbe Lord, 
but In thl. paragraph he glv.. dl· 
rections on account at the death, which 
shows that the woman told him about 
It. LayIng the starr on the child was 
another instance of using a material, 
though Dot logical means, In connec
tion -with the miraculous results. See 
Ch.2: 8. 

Verse 30. 14As sure as the Lord Uvea, 

just that Bure w111 I not leave thee" II 
the meaning ot the woman's statement. 
Upon thla, Elisha went with her to 
her home. 

Verse 31. Had there been any virtue 
in the statt. the chUd would have 
reacted when Gehazi laid it on him. 
Again, read the comments at Ch. 2: 8. 

Verses 32, 33. We should under
stand that the twclln were EUllba and 
the dead child. Why he wIshed no one 
else in the room we know not. Peter 
dId a sImilar thIng In the caee ot 
Doreas. (Acts 9: 10.) It Is one ot 
those things that belong to the Lord 
and not to ,be revealed to us. See 
Deul. 29: 29. 

Verse 34. When Paul restored the 
Ufe of the young man at Troas (Acts 
20: 10), he dId eo by embractug hIm, 
after which his Ure was in him. In 
the caae of Elisha and lbe child, he 
made contact between their bodies. 
after whIch tM fie'" of th. child 
w~e4 warm. The Ufe was then re
turned to the body. although there waa 
no activity as yet, The mere fact of 
contact by a Uving body with a dead 
one would not restore Ufe, else it CQuid 
still be done. But it was the Lord's way 
at doing the work this time, And once 
more, the reader is asked to sec com
menta at Ch. 2: 8. 

Verse 31S, Returned-, and soafke4, etc. 
This doel not mean that he had lett 
the house, The first word is defined 
In part by Strong, "to retreat," It 
means that Elisha retreated tram the 
chUd 80 as to make his to-and·tro 
movement in the house. Moffatt's 
translation says, "rising up, be walked 
to and fro." After this, be contacted. 
the chUd again, but not to restore bis 
Ute. When warmth comes tnto a. body 
that haa been cold and dead, It I. 
evidence at Ute, Just why it was de· 
sired to carry out the peculiar actions 
of this verse we are not told. We 
know it was not to restore life. 

Verse 36. Take up tAu '0110 indtcates 
that the ehUd was not large, also that 
he mIght .UlI be somewhat weak trom 
the ordeal he had gone through. 
Ellsha could have overcome even that. 
had It been lbe dIvIne will. The Lord 
has always dealt on the principle of 
leaving it to man to do what he could. 
Jesus raised the daughter of Jatrus 
from the dead. but commanded the 
people to teed her (Mark 5: 43), and 
he raised Lazarus to 11te, but told the 
sisters to remove the gravecJothes. 
(John 11: 44.) 
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Ve,..., 37. Gratitude prompted the 
mother to do tbis act of homage. 
Bowed her.el! to the grounli. This 
room was on the wall and therefore 
had no Uteral ground in it. The key 
Is in the word to, which bas the mean
ing of towant the ground. The main 
thought is. the woman was 80 thank
ful and humble that she took a pros
trate attitude of body before the 
prophet, bowing downward or toward 
the ground. A person could be said 
to do that if be were in tbe top story 
of a skyscraper. 

Verse 38. In times of distress or 
emergency. the student prophets looked 
to their master prophet for relier. At 
this time the shortage of food was 
caused by the dearth, and the group of 
prophets expected something from 
Elisha. The large boiling vessel was 
ordered put on the fire to 8eethe pot
tage, which means to boil soup. 

Verse 39. While one servant was 
making ready the pot for the soup, 
another was out foraging for some
thing to use in the pottage. As there 
was a dearth, there would not be a 
great supply of vegetables. Strong 
defines these wild gourds as wild 
cucumbers. They resembled other vine 
products and hence the servants made 
the mistake of getUng a poisonous 
plant. 

Verse 40. By the time the BOUp 
was ready to eat its true character 
was discovered, and they appealed to 
Elisha to help them out of their pre
dicament. 

Verse 41. The mea.l was ground 
grain q,nd an ordinary article of food. 
It had no power of removing poison 
from another food without miracle. 
The student should frequently refer to 
the comments at Ch. 2: 8. 

Verse 42. Fun ears 01 corn .. The 
first word is not in the original. The 
others are from one word and de
fined in part by Strong, "garden pro
duce." HUlk, is from TBIQLON and de
fined by Strong, "a sack (as tied at 
the mouth)." This part of the verse 
should be worded, "twenty loaves of 
barley,and garden produce, in a sack." 
The man who brought these provisions 
was told to feed the people with them. 

Verses 43, 44. The word servitor 
means "contributor" and refers to the 
man who brought the bread and pro
duce. He was puzzled at the thought 
of feeding so many people with such 
a small supply at food. His remark 
was similar in thought to that made 

by the dl.clples to Christ. (Matt. 15: 
33.) In using this comparatively small 
amount of food for the multitude, 
Elisha followed a principle already 
mentioned a number of Umes. God 
will not do for man what he ean do 
for himself. The widow's meal and 
oil eontributed to the miraculous favor 
of God. The people before EUsha ate 
of the food set before them. They were 
abundantly satisfied, for they left some 
over. 

2 KINGS 5 
Verse 1. Naaman was commander 

in chief of the Syrian army. He was 
honorable which means he ranked 
high in the esteem of bis king. The 
reason given for this high standing, 
is the faet that the Lord had given 
vietory to his arms. This favor from 
God agrees with the declaration made 
to Nebuehadnezzar (Dan. 4: 17.) It 
also should be considered in connection 
with Rom. 13: 1·6. Since the existence 
of human governments is of divine 
origin, we should not wonder at God's 
interest and partieipatlon therein. He 
even has used them in chastising his 
own people. Naaman was afflieted with 
leprosy, an incurable disease by any 
natural remedy. 

Verse" 2. Syria was just north of 
Israel, and was frequently engaged in 
battle with that kingdom. In one of 
the raids into the territory at· the 
Israelites, the Syrians had captured 
a J1ttle maid who became the atten
dant at Naaman's wife. . 

Verses 3, 4. The little maid remem
bered Elisha and his ability to cure 
disease. Her interest in the welfare 
of her master was sweet and· unsel
fish. She had been token out of her 
native land, and under the command 
ot this very master. In spite at that. 
she was desirous ot having him cured 
of the terrible disease. She spoke to 
her mistress about the matter, and an
other person revealed the message to 
the king, who was naturally eager 
that so valuable a soldier be healed. 

Verse 6. Go to, go. This was an 
obsolete way of saying, "come, and I 
will send," etc. It was ·a mistake, 
doubtless due to some misunderstand
ing, that the king at Syria wrote to 
the king of Israel, instead ot to the 
prophet Elisha. The articles mentioned 
to be taken along should not be con
sidered as a bribe. It was customary 
to recognize kings and other digni
taries by making them presents. See 
1 KI. 4: 21; 2 KI. 17: 3; 2 Chr. 17: 
5; Po .. 68: 29. 
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Verse 6. If the king ot Israel bad 
been respectfully addressed, and then 
requested that the services of Elisha 
be tendered him, there might not have 
been any friction. The error was in 
asking the king to reCOv er him. 01 his 
leprosy, 

Verse 7. Jebornm was the king of 
Israel at that time. He had never 
professed to have miraculous power, 
and this direct request, made by the 
king of a foreign nation, was equiva
lent to a declaration of war, or at 
least, a threat of one. Friendly na
tions are supposed to be willing to 
grant favors to each other, and the 
refusal Is considered as an unfriendly 
act. By a.sking a favor on this estab· 
lished baSiS, and yet ODe that he 
knew would be impossible of fulfill· 
ment. it seemed that the king of Syria 
was laying plans for a pretext on 
which to make a complaint. 

Verse 8. Word of the a1'{air came to 
the ears of Elisha. The humbleness of 
the man of God,. as well as his respect 
for the Lord, was indicated by the 
message be sent to the king. He 
brought out the significant motive he 
bad for seeking the chance to cure 
Naaman; tbat he might know there 
was a (inspired) prophet tn Israel. 

Verse 9. The word was passed on 
to the unfor tunate Naaman, and he 
arrived at the door of Elisha's house, 
eager to have him administer to his 
stricken condition. 

Verse 10. The original word tor 
WGSh applies to part or the whole of 
a body. The command was understood 
by Naaman, however, to mean to dip 
or plunge, for that is what he finally 
did. receiving the desired result. At 
the same time, much unnecessary spec· 
ulation has been done on this case. 
'Vhether Naaman was afflicted in whole 
or in part of his body with the leprosy 
we do not know. The conclusion r~ 
mains that what was done was a 
plunging into the wa.ter, not a mere 
applicatton ' of water to the a.ttected 
parts. 

Verses 11, 12. Naaman belonged to 
a race of idolaters, and such people 
were more or less superstitious. They 
believed in the ceremonies of conjura· 
tion as a means of obtaining Borne 
superhuman result. Naaman was de
scribing such a ceremony in this place. 
He reasoned on the theory that Elisha 
expected the leprosy to be bealed 
through the virtue of the water. Had 
he been acquainted with the ideas 

otr'ered to our readers at 2 Kl. 2: 8, 
be might have made a ditr'erent speech. 
The rivers of Damascus were fed by 
clear and clean wa.ter, while the Jor
dan was a swift, muddy stream. The 
reasoning from, a. material standpoint, 
therefore, was sound. Naaman's dis
appointment caused him to turn away 
In a rage, and he was about to return 
home. 

Verse 13. Servant and father are 
used as opposite terms in the present 
connection; the conclusion Is that 
Naaman was regarded as their mas· 
ter. The line of thought the servants 
were following was that some great 
U!.ing would have been done on the 
theory that it would have accomplished 
tne desired end naturally. or as a 
logIcal consequence. The simpler In· 
structions, however, should have com· 
mended themselves as coming from a 
person ot authority. An uninspired 
man would need to use some great 
method, if the outcome sougbt were 
to be obtained. Theretore, tbis simpler 
and lllogical plan should indicate to 
the interested party that it was no 
ordinary person who was directing him. 

Verse 14. The inspired writer teUs 
us that when Naaman dtppect himself, 
It was according to the saying of the 
man of God. See comments on wash 
in V. 10. When "seven" 1s used ftgura
tively It denotes completeness. One 
dipping would have ended in the cure 
of the leprosy. had the prOPhet seen 
fit to command only one. The desired 
result was obtained from the Lord. be· 
eause Naaman went to the end of the 
commandment. 

Verse 15. GraUtude 1s one of the 
greatest of virtues, and very unworthy 
is he who does not manifest It in re-
tUrn for favors. . The benefit was al· 
ready bestowed upon Naaman; his ofrer 
of tne blessing, therefore, was from 
a pure and unselfish motive. The 
blessing is elsewhere translated "pres· 
ent" in the A. V. Naaman was a lord 
over others, but called him6elf a. 
8e1'Vant to Elisha, which waa10 humble 
respect for his benefactor. 

Verse 16. There c'Quld not be any· 
thing morally wrong 10 offering or ae
ceptlng the present. We are not told 
why Elisha refused it. He was so posi
tive about It that he emphasized h1s 
determination by making it as sure 
as that the Lord lived. 

Verse 17. We know there was earth 
available in the land of SYria. The use 
Naaman proposed to make of this was 
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to build an altar on which to offer 
sacrifices. He had the erroneous idea 
that earth from the country where he 
had been converted to the God of Israel 
was more suitable for the purpose. 
Elisha made no objection to his taking 
the eartb. nor to his proposal to offer 
sacrifices to God. The Patriarchal Dls
pensation ·was in force, and any man 
not an Israelite was eligible for pros
elyting to that form of religion, even 
it he were not in direct line. See Ex. 
18: 12; Job 1: 6. 

Verse 18. Naaman was a servant of 
the king, and he was an idolater. 
When they entered the house of Rim
mon, an idolatrous temple, Naaman 
would still need to accompany his 
master to give him bodily support. By 
that sort of service he would have to 
move his body up or down tn con
junction with his master's body. In 
this verse he is reserving the right to 
do that, and it was DOt to be regarded 
as a breaking ot the promise just made 
to Elisha to worship God only. 

Verse 19. The reservaUon was ap
proved as indicated by the words, 00 
in peace. A little way' means be got 
only a short distance homeward until 
something happened, at whlch we wlll 
read In the next paragraph. 

Verse 20. Gebazi, the servant ot 
El1sha.. had overheard the conversa
tion between his master and Naaman. 
Being ot covetous mind, he thought he 
saw an opportunity to get some valua
abies tor his own possession, and 
Elisha , would not know about it. As 
fhe Lord liveth means, "as sure as the 
Lord Uves." 

Verse 21. Naaman had not gone far, 
which Is signified by the words a 
little wall in V. 19. He saw Gehazl 
coming and stopped bis travel to greet 
the approaching servant ot his bene
factor. 18 all well was a. courteous ex
pression at good Will. 

Verse 22. The story that Gebaz! told 
seemed reasonable. There was nothing 
morally wrong in the proposition to 
give something to Elisha; be merely 
was not dtstlosed to accept it for his 
personal use. But this emergency of 
tbe arl'ival of the student prophets 
would change the situation; there 
would be nothing wrong In helping 
them. 

Verse 23. Naaman would be glad for 
the opportunity to show his apprecia
tion. In asking tor only one talent of 
silver, Gehazt appeared very modest in 
the estimation of Naaman. That is 

why he urged him to take more. The 
amount of the gift called tor some 
help in carrying it back to Elisha, and 
two servants were sent for that pur
pose. 

Verse 24. Gehazi did not intend for 
Elisha to know anything about the 
ill gotten articles. As soon as they 
reached the tower, whlch would atrord 
a hiding place tor the goods, he took 
charge or them and dismissed tb~ ser· 
vanta, who returned to resume the 
homeward journey with their master. 

Verse 25. We may wonder that 
Gehazi ever imagined he could deceive 
Elisha. He had been his servant and 
in close touch with him. He knew of 
his instil ration and other superhuman 
ability; but covetousness is a strong 
sentiment. It ·is so dominating that 
Paul calls it Jdolatry; not merely as 
bad as Idolatry. (Col. 3: 5.) With 
sucb an evil desire in his heart, it 
should be no surprise that he would 
lie to the prophet. 

Verse 26. One. definition of heart 
is "the mind." Through inspiration, 
Elisha's mind was present at the trans· 
action between Naaman and Gehazi. 
Is it a time, etc. The mere fact of 
receiving some material gift would 
not be wrong. But when a serious cir
cumstaoce had called for a test ot the 
authority of God's prophet, it was not 
an appropriate time to be interested 
in money and clothing. That would 
be especially true when obtained by 
fraud, and by playing on the generOSity 
of another. 

Verse 27. According to Smith's Bible 
Dictionary, the leprosy ot the Old Tes· 
tament was the white variety. It was 
not fatal at once, and in some cases 
the leper might Jive to old age and 
die of some other disease. But it was 
a loathsome malady, and subjected the 
victim to great shame. Leprosy 01 
Naaman does not mean that Gehazi 
"caught" the disease from Naamao. 
The expression is figurative, and means 
that as he was so eager for Naamao'8 
valuables, he would receive bis dis
ease also. 

2 KINGS 6 
Verse 1. Too 8trait means too oar

row or cramped for their needs. 
Verse 2. A beam was the body of a 

tree, and the plan was for each man 
to cut down a tree, then use the log 
in buUding 0. dwelling. 

Verse 3. Elisha had approved of the 
proposal of the prophets, and upon 
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thetr request agreed to go with them 
to Jordan to get the Umber. 

Versel 4. 6. These men were cutUng 
down the trees growing OD the bank 
of the Jordan. The ax sUpped oft the 
handle and disappeared In the water. 
It showed a good principle to be con~ 
cerned over the 1088 of the article be
cause it was borrowed. It indicated 
unselfishness and a regard tor the in
terests ot another. 

Veroea 6, 1. Thla Ia anotber place 
to consider the comments at Ch. 2: 8. 

Verse 8. Syria was the country lying 
immediately north of Israel. and Da.
maSCUB was the capital. There was 
war frequently between the two king· 
dams. In such. ana such a place meant 
that the location of the camp was 
named to the servants of the king of 
Syria. so that they would be informed 
about It. At the &ame time the ex· 
pression denotes tbe fact tbat ElIsba 

. could locate the camp through his 
inspiration, in spIte of the indefinite 
language used by the Syrian king. 

Verse 9. With the knowledge men
tioned in the preceding paragraph. 
Elisha gave the warning to the king 
of Israel, deflnitely pointing out such 
a place to him, though the king of 
Syria intended such a place to be 80 in
definite an expression that no atranger 
could find It. 

Verse 10. The ktDg of Israel acted 
on the warning of Elisha. When he 
would be thinking of making a jour
ney near the danger zone, be would 
first send out a reconnaissance force 
to learn of the conditions. By dotng 
this he Baved himself not once nor 
twice, which means he saved himself 
one or two Urnes. 

Verse 11. The king ot Syria ketlt 
looking tor the king of Israel, and 
wondered why he never came Into 
sight. He finally concluded there was 
a traitor in his camp who was keep. 
ing the Israelites informed. In his 
distress he called upon his people to 
inform him of· the guilty person. 

Verse 12. Some servant of the Sy
rian king thought about Elisha and 
his superhuman knowledge. He was 
correct in his idea that no secret 
could be bid tram EUsba. 

Verse 13. It the knowledge of an: 
inspired man cannot be outdone, it 
should be reaUzed that he cannot be 
defeated by mere human strategy. But 
the king of Syria was 80 desperate 
that be overlooked aU such reflections, 
and made plans to capture the man of 

God laying elege to the town where 
he was &t the t1me. 

Verse 16. In the morning the be
sieging forces were seen around the 
town. The servant of Elisha was 
frightened at the sight and made a 
distress caU to him. 

Verse 16. The forces with Ellaba 
were not visIble to the natural eye, 
but the prophet was aware of their 
presence and help. 

Verae 11. For tbe benetlt 01 tbe 
young m&n, Elisha prayed God to give 
htm & vision of the forces on their 
side. God answered the prayer and he 
saw the mountain covered with the 
hosts of Heaven, in the form of flam
ing chariots and thetr horses. 

Verse 18. The'll In this place means 
the Syrians besieging the city. El1sha 
prayed again and in answer God smote 
the eoemy wIth bl1ndness. 

Verse 19. Ellaba misled tbe people, 
but such action was according to mtU
tary practice, and this was a mflltary 
action according to the words captive 
and, swora in V. 22. While Elisha mis
led his enemy, he did not mistreat 
him. Instead, he chastised the king of 
Israel for wanting to do so, and com
manded him to treat them with kind
ness. 

Verses 20-23. Much of this para
graph was commented on above. Had 
the king at Israel been allowed to 
carry out his suggestion against these 
captives, he would have become a "war 
crimina}." The treatment accorded 
them had the desired etrect, by putting 
a stop to the inroads of the Syrians 
for the present. 

Verse 24. The war spirit is a rest
less one. Some time atter the events 
of the preceding paragraphs, the Sy
rians again came into the land at 
Israel. They laid siege to Samari~ 
tbe capital 01 tbat kingdom. 

Verse 25. In all ages and in every 
country. a prolonged siege of a walled 
city results in a famine; and a famine 
results tn the inflation of coati of 
necessities of llte. Ordinarily, no one 
would ca re to eat the head of an ass. 
In this sIege it was-not only accepted 
as food, but was" sold for the ·enormous 
Bum of 80 pIeces of sUver, wbich 
Moffatt says is ten pounds. A cab was 
about a p1nt, and one fourth of a cab· 
at dove's dung was sold for five pieces 
ot stIver, or about three dollars. The 
duog was used for fuel in that coun
try, and as all kinds of fuel would be 
difficult to ftnd in a siege, thle article 
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·was obtainable from the tact of the 
birds' being winged creatures, and not 
affected by a siege. 

Verse 26. The king of Israel was 
on the wall ot the eity. looking out to 
view the position of the enemy. This 
brought him into sight ot one of his 
distressed subjects, who cried to bim 
for help, 

Verso 27. Threshing was done by 
pUlog the whole straw on a barnfioor, 
thell beating out the grain by driving 
oxen round and round over it. When 
that was done, the loose ohatt and 
gratn was tossed up into the air with 
a winnowing shovel (called a tan in 
Matt. 3: 12), wbere the wind would 
blow the ehaft away, letUng the gralil. 
drop back On the floor. In Umes ot 
famine there would be no gratn to 
thresh. The wtnepreBS also wouJd be 
empty as there would be DO grapes to 
press. The first of this verse means 
that it a miracle i8 not performed to 
help them, It would be in vain to look 

. to a man tor reliet' from natural 
Bources. 

Verses 28, 29. There was some indt~ 
cation that a spectal situation prompted 
the woman to call on the king to tnter· 
vene. Upon bis inquiry she related her 
terrible story. Hunger had driven two 
mothers to the extreme plan of devour
Ing their own .deah and blood. This 
very thing wa. predicted In Deut. 28: 
53. After eaUng the Oe.h or one chUd 
the pangs of hunger were relieved and 
the mother was reltored to a saner 
mind, and it was natural for ber to 
back down trom the agreement that 
bunger had impelled her to make. The 
other mother was thus expecting the 
king to take a hand in the case. 

Verse 30. The king did nothing 
about the affair of these women, but 
tb(' ease made a protound impression 
on him. He rent his clothes and cov· 
ered his nakedness with a coarse rna
tertal. commonly used for making 
BaCks. In this condition he walked by 
the people 8.8 he was still on the wall 
or the city. 

Verse 31. Goa do 80 is a Biblical ex
pre8Sion found frequently. It means 
that it the speaker does not carry out 
the thing be Is threatening against 
BOme one. then may God do that thing 
to him, the speaker. In the case at 
hand, the king threatened to bave 
Elisha beheaded. The prophet had per
formed miracles when it was Ood's 
will. The king of Israel was 80 rash 
as to think a miracle could be per· 

formed at w1ll at the request of a 
wicked ruler. In his distress he threat
ened vengeance against Elisha. 

Verse 32. EUsha was a national 
prophet ot God. and was informed by 
inspiration ot the king's plot. He pre
pared himself against attack by having 
the elders, men of outstanding rank, 
to bar the door against the entrance 
of the execution party. 

Verse 33. While ElIsha was talking 
with the elders, the messenger ot the 
king of Israel came, the king imme
diately following. When they got to 
the door of Elisha's house they found 
it locked against them. By this time 
the king concluded that the whole dif· 
ficulty of the siege and famine was 
from the Lord, and that it would be 
vain to op[)Ose it farther. What ,houltt 
1 wait, etc., means he was despairing 
of receiving any help from the Lord. 
However. Elisha assured him that the 
situation would Boon be eased. This 
assurance Is shown in the next chapter . 

2 KINGS 1 
Verse 1. In the preceding chapter, 

the king of Israel realized the Lord 
had brought about the condition ot 
distress then upon the capital city, or 
at least that he had suUered It to be 
so. He concluded al80 that it would 
be of no avall to ask God for help. In 
the present paragraph be will be prom· 
ised a change. The prices named for 
necessittes at life are 80 small that 
only by great plenty could such a 
thing be. 

Verse 2. The king made no com
ment on Elisha's prediction, that is 
recorded, but the personal attendant 
doubted it. He is caUed a lord, and 
Strong defines it as a general of the 
third rank. In response to the expres· 
sion of doubt, Elisha made another 
prediction: that the great plenty would 
come and the lord would see it; but 
he would not get to eat of it. The ful· 
fillment of this strange prediction will 
come Boon. 

Verses 3, 4. The apparently abrupt 
change ot' subjects Is necessary to lead 
up to the great plenty just predicted 
by Elisha. Lev. 13: 46 ShOW8 the tso
lated kind or Ute imposed by the law 
on lepers. They were not prohibited 
entirely from going abroad. but they 
must observe certain restrictions for 
the protection of others. Within these 
regulations they could leave their In· 
dividual dwellings and go abroad and 
about the country. In & state of help-
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Iessness, these lepers had sa t down on 
the outside ot the city near the gate
way. Under the general situation con
fronttng them, they concluded that 
nothing could come to them any worse 
than by remaining there until death. 
It they entered the city, they would 
perish from the famine, The proposal 
of falling in with the Syrians had the 
advantage of its being no risk of any
thing WOfse than would come to them 
by any other procedure. 

Verse 5, Having decided to take 
their chance with the Syrians, the 
lepers rOBe up in the evening and 
started toward their camp. When they 
reached the outskirts of the camp they 
found it deserted. 

Verse 6. The idea that the Lord 
would mislead the Syrians is to be 
understood in the light of military 
prOCedure. For more comments on this 
point see 1 Kl; 22: 20. The Syrians did 
not feel able to cope with all these 
otber forces which they were sure had 
been hired against them. 

Verse 7. The flight at the panic· 
stricken people was timed to coincide 
with the approach of tbe lepers. Can· 
sequently, when tbey came to it tbey 
found everything belonging to a well
equipped camp intact. 

Verse 8. They went trom tent to 
tent, eating and drinking. They also 
carried much of the valuable property 
and assets to some place of hiding. 

Verse 9. The lepers suddenly re
allzed they were being selfish in not 
reporting their "find" to others so that 
they could share in' the good things. 
Moreover, sbould tbey continue in 
their selfishness till morntng, they 
might justly come to some punish
ment. It was then decided to let the 
klng's family know about the condi
tions. 

Verses 10, 11. A leper would not 
venture any farther than to a porter, 
which was the janitor or gate keeper. 
They gave the news to tbis person, de
scribing the conditions as they found 
them. The one who was on duty at 
tbe time passed the word to other 
porters and they told it to the klng's 
lamUy. 

Verse 12. The king did not doubt 
the scheme of the Syrians. He took it 
to be a trick to get the Israelites drawn 
out at their entrenchments. The hun
ger that famine would naturally bring, 
might impel them to rush into the 
trap set for them. All tbis was the 

scheme of the Syrians 8S the king ot 
Israel teared. 

Verse 13. A servant had a plan for 
testing the purpose of the Syrians. 
They are as all the multitude. This 
meana that this small number couJd 
learn the true state of affairs just as 
well 8S the whole number In the city 
could it they went. It these five borse
men were sent out on this "suicide" 
80rt or miss ion and were slaIn, they 
would not be any worse ott than the 
ODes who remained In the city. On the 
other hand, it they survived, theIr dis
covery would result in the preserva
tion of the other citizens. 

Verse 14. The suggestion pleased the 
king and he adopted the plan In prin
ciple. He selected just two. however, 
for they would answer the purpose as 
well as five. He commanded them to 
go and discover tbe real situation. 

Verse 15. The camp ot the Syrians 
was near the city of Samaria, since 
they had been conducting a siege of 
that place. But they had !led theIr 
camp. and the two horsemen would 
need to track them some distance to 
get the tnformation desired by the 
king. They kept up the pursutt as far 
as Jordan. That was not the direction 
they naturally would ha.ve taken, for 
the country of the Syrlaos was north 
of Samaria.. But they were panic
stricken and doubtless had taken the 
direction that first appeared to them. 
And the two men in pursuit were 
guided In their chase by the articles 
that the enemy had strewn along the 
way in tbeir hasty flight. 

Verse 16. To 8poil the tent8 means 
to take the goods found in the tents, 
especially the articles of food. The 
great plenty of the provisions caused 
the low price at which they cou1d be 
bought. In selling tbem at these 10w 
prices, one prediction of Elisha was 
fulfilled. The one pertaining to the 
doubting lord will be described next. 

Verses 17-20. After a period ot dis
tress from hunger. people are apt to 
be disorderly and need to be put under 
restraint. The sudden discovery of 80 
much food threatened a state of dis
order and a rush to obtain the much 
wanted articles. Samaria was a walled 
city, and the passing In and out would 
have to be through the gate. For the 
purpose of order, the king made an 
appointment for the very lord who 
had been his personal attendant, that 
he shOUld have charge of the gate. The 
people were mad with hunger and paid 
no attention to the gate keeper. In 
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their stampede- to get access to the 
tood, they bore ·down upon the lord 
and trampled him to death. By this 
tragedy the prediction made by Elisha 
(V. 2) was fulfilled. The lord saw the 
great plenty of food but did not get 
to eat ot it. 

2 KINGS 8 
Verse 1. The famine of the preced

ing chapter was local. confined to a 
city and caused by a miUtary siege. 
The one predicted now will be a mi
raculous one and will affect the land 
tn general. A natural famine would 
not likely continue for a definite num
ber of years as this one Is to continue. 
In two respects It will be like the 
famine in Egypt in the time of Joseph. 
It is to last just seven years, and the 
Lord was to call tor it. (PM. 105: 16). 
In kind appreciatton tor past favors 
from the woman, Elisha warned her 
of the coming distress so she could 
arrange some place to live. 

Verse 2. Acting upon the advice of 
Elisha, the woman went Into the land 
of the Phil1stines where she remained 
for the duration of the famine. This 
land Beems to bave been more for
tunate tn times of famine. IBaac went 
there (Gen. 26: 1) at such a time and 
prospered. Now this woman went there 
to escape the lamine In ber country. 

Verse 3. In the absence of the 
owner during the famine, tbe woman's 
property had been unlawfully seized 
by some person. She was unable to 
dislodge the intruder and had to ap
peal to the king tor relief. 

Verse 4. Before the woman came 
to the king, however, he had entered 
into conversation with Gehazi, per
sonal servant of Elisha. It would be 
expected that he would make mention 
ot his master, the prophet, and ot his 
greatness in general. But general ret
erence to the accomplishments ot the 
man ot God did not satisty the king. 

Verse 6. Among the great thi1t{ls 
Gehaz1 told the king was the feat of 
restoring to life the son of a certain 
woman. Just as be was telling the 
king about It, that very woman came 
into their presence to make the pe
tition mentioned in V. 3. That served 
as an excellent introduction, and Ge
hazi confirmed her plea by connecting 
her with the miracle then being re
ported. 

Verse 6. The word famine Is from 
BAAB and Strong's definition is, "hun
ger (more or less extensive)." From 
this .definition we would conclude that 

even in a time of famine, there would 
be some products of the land available. 
In Gen. 43: 11 we read that in spite 
of the general famine, Jacob was able 
to send nuts and other products as a 
"present" into Egypt. Some things 
could be staples that had been stored 
for many years, but nuts and other 
such things would not Ukely be suit
able for food -after too many seasons. 
The conclUSion Is, therefore, that a 
state of general dearth would not en
tirely stop the production of such 
articles as would be brought forth from 
the deeper motsture of the earth. This 
all agrees with the "more or less ex
tensive" part of the definition. There 
would not be su1llclent for sustenance 
of the whole cItizenry, but a Bcant Bub
sistence might be maintained by a 
person here and there, through the use 
of these commodiUes. They could be 
exchanged at some market within Teach 
for the mOfe necessary items of food. 
Such use had been made ot this 
woman's land in her absence. The king 
ordered her property to be given up 
by the usurper, and also to have her 
reimbursed for these things that had 
been produced whlle she was out of 
the country. 

Verse 7. Damascus was the prinCipal 
cIty of SyrIa. and was located just 
north of brae!. El1sha went to that 
place where an occasion came up for 
making a prediction. Ben-hadad was 
the king ot Syria. and he was sick. 
He heard ot the arrival of Elisha. 

Verse 8. The Syrian king had knowl
edge of the talents of Elisha, and de
cided to appeal to him for information. 
Hazael was an attendant upon Ben
hadad and did service at the royal 
court. He was told to take the cus
tomary "present" and call upon Elisha. 
ShaU 1 recover of this disease! AU 
that Ben-hadad had in mind when he 
sent for answer to this question was 
whether 1;11s lllness was necessarily 
fatal. He knew nothing of the otber 
conditions tbat might arise. 

Verse 9. The extent of the present 
which Hazael took to Elisha would 
tell the reader that such was not to 
meet any material need for just one 
man. See the comments at Gen. 32: 13 
for furtber explanation. ThV SM was 
a figurative term that denoted a. feel
ing of respect. Hazael delivered the 
very question at bis king to Elisha. 

Verse 10. We do not believe that an 
inspired man would contradict himself. 
When a statement is made that seems 
to disagree with another, an explana-
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UOD w111 be apparent if an attempt 1s 
made with fairness. As far 8S the ill· 
ness was concerned. Ben-badad need 
not dIe, and the message that Elisha 
Intended for the Syrian king went that 
far only. The prediction of the "last 
halt of the verse was made to Hazael, 
and of course he did not tell that to 
hts master. 

Verse 11. Ashamea Is from an orig
Inal that means also "to be long." It 
bere means that Elisha had aet an 
expression on bls face that conUnued 
for a long time. a.nd he finally burst 
Into tears. Inspired meD can write or 
speak only what they see revealed, and 
such revelations often come to them 
u the occasion arIses. When EUsha 
had delivered the predIction that Ben
badad was to die, the Lord opened up 
another vIsion regarding the futUre of 
Syria. That bad BO much sorroW in it 
that It brought forth the weeping just 
mentioned. 

Verse 12. Up to this point In the 
conversation, there is no indication 
that Hazael knew the significance of 
Elisha's prediction of the death of Ben
hadad. When he asked the prophet why 
be was weeping, the anBw~r connected 
it with his own mistreatment of the 
people of Syria. Among the acts of 
violence he was going to commit. were 
the dashing of the children against 
the ground or other hard surfaces, and 
the murderous muttlation of expectant 
mothers. 

Verse 13. The Old Testament bas 
one word only for "dog." The Uteral 
meaning Is the same as we understand 
by it today. The next definition Is "a 
male prostitute." It next has a figura,.. 
tive meaning, being used to express 
the Idea at unworthiness, and a general 
state of weakness. Hazael used the 
word In its figurative sense. "How 
could I, a private man, and one as In
significant as a dog, accomplish all 
these things thou hast predicted ot me?" 
Hence the word 8S used In the present 
eonnectlon does not mean a dog in its 
moral sense, for that would be the 
very kind at character that would 
commit the horrible deeds described. 
The remark of Hazael brought forth 
tbe additional prediction that he was 
to become king of Syria. With such 
power. and with the disposition to mia. 
use that power which 80 many kings 
show, he would be in a pOSition to do 
the things predicted by Elisha. 

Verse U. The report tbat Hazael 
gave his master was a faithful one. 
He was not Instructed -to -sa.y anythtng 

on the subject of his death; that' pre
diction was made to Hazael only. The 
words sho-uldest IUTelll are not In the 
Hebrew text. The word recover Is 
from & word that has been translated 
fllIve" 148 Umes. The answer, there-
fore, that Elisha sent back to Ben
hadad was that be WOuld live, but 
nothing was said 88 to how long. The 
Lord had bis own reason for with
holding part of the truth from him. 

Verse 15. We do not know how far 
Elisha's predictions Inlluenced Hazael 
in bis actions. In 1 K1. 11: 27 we are 
told that Jeroboam's rebell10n was 
caused by the prediction recorded in 
V. 31 of that chapter. Elisha told 
Hazael that his king would die, and 
that he would reign in his stead. If 
the Lord predicts some evil act at 
mankind, that prediction w11l be ful
filled. But that fact will not justlly 
the evll motive at the one doing the 
evil. See Luke 17: 1; 1 Cor. 11: 19. 
Hazael committed the brutal murder 
at his helpless master by suttocating 
him with a damp cloth. By that act 
he brought about the fulfillment of 8 
prediction, but we have no Intimation 
that God · was pleased with It. HIs 
maUve for the deed was a selfish one·. 

Verse 16. Joram and Jeboram were 
torms of the S8me name. Ahab, king 
at Israel, and Jehosbapbat, king ot 
Judah, each had a son with that name. 
The wording at this verse 18 somewhat 
unusual. The writer Beems eager to 
give us plenty of detalls. The meaning 
Is that the Jehoram who was the Bon 
of Jehoshaphat began to reign in the 
fifth year of the Jehoram who was the 
son of Ahab. The extra detail :15 put 
In, that Jehosbaphat was still reigning 
In Judah, down to the fifth year of 
Jeboram, king tn Israel. The reader 
should. again consult the comments at 
1 KI. 12: 17. 

Verse 17. The Item of where the 
kings reigned Is given because there 
were two kingdoms of the chIldren at 
Israel. Jerusalem was the capital of 
one, Samaria the other. 

Verse 18. There was no law against 
marryIng into another tribe. The fact 
at Jehoram's taking the daughter at 
Ahab to wite is stated, therefore, to 
belp account tor bis evlI reign. It 18 
a strong argument against marriage 
with a famlly of doubtful principles. 
because of tbe evil influences. See 1 
Cor. 16: 33. 

Verse 19. In spite of the evU con
duct of Jeboram, Ood sutl'ered the 
kingdom of Judah to eontlnue for the 
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time, In. relpect lor David. A. 11/1'" 
means a representative to 8tt on the 
tbrone in the royal line. 

Verse 20. This verse shows the ful· 
fillment of the prediction made by 
Jacob to E •• u. (Gen. 27: 40). The 
Edomites were descendants of Eaau. 

Verse 21. Joram. king of Judah. at· 
tempted to force the Edomltes back 
into 8ubjection. He took Borne forces 
and attacked the people at Zalr. an 
Edomite city. and defeated the people 
ot that place, driving them into their 
tents. 

Verse-22. The victory over the forces 
at Zair was local only, and the Edam
Ues continued to be independent. Their 
sUccess encouraged the people of LIb
nab, a Canaanltlsh community. also 
to declare their independence. 

Verse 23. For chronlcleB Bee 1 K1. 
14: 19. 

Verse 24. Slept .with M8 lather8 Is 
explained at 1 KI. 2: 10. aity 01 
David was the prIncipal borough of 
Jerusalem, and the place of head· 
quarters for the kings. 

Verses 25, '26. The preceding verse 
had said merely that Ahaziah took the 
throne after the death of hts father~ 
This one gives us the date, based on 
the reign of the ktng then on the 
tbr,one of Israel. He reigned one year 
only, and It was a turbulent time for 
htm. The mother's name is given ac· 
cording to the thoughts at 1 KI. 14 : 21. 

Ver.e 27. 8un-.... law 01 tn, """8' 01 
Ahaib means he married into that line. 
The fact is mentioned as an explana. 
UOD, in part at least, of his wicked 
reign. 

Verse 28. Ramoth-gHead was an im
portant city east of the Jordan, and 
bad been in tbe control of the Syrians 
for several years. The klngs of Israel 
and Judah joined in an expedition to 
wreat the elty from Hazael. the king 
then on the throne of Syria. The ae
tlQD, was successful although Joram 
was wounded. 

Verse 29. Jezreel was a city that 
became noted in the daya ot Abab. To 
this .place Joram went for treatment 
of the wounds inflicted on hIm by the 
Syrians. Ramah was another name for 
~amoth-gUead. The close of the verse 
16 merely an incidental mention of the 
stck call of one king upon another. 

2 KINGS 9 
Verse 1. aMldr,n 01 t/o, prophet. I. 

the same as sons of the prophets. re
rerrlng· to the .tudents asaoclated with 

the older, nattonal prophets. Gird up 
thy loin, meant .to put a belt around 
the waist. That would equip the man 
for tbe Journey, which would be trom 
Damascus (Oh. 8: 7) to Ramoth·gllead. 
Olive 011 was used in those days as 
one of the formalities connected _ with 
the appointment or kings. 

Verses 2. 3. The Lord was going to 
change the dynasty. or famny Une of 
kings over Israel. In such a radical 
move It would not be any surprise that 
80me formality would be used, such as 
thta prophet was directed to do. And 
this act of the Lord agrees with what 
the Babylonian king was told regard
ing the placing ot men on the thrones 
of the kingdoms of men. (Dan. 4: 17). 
The Jehoshaphat named was the son 
of Nimshl. who was not a member ot 
the royal line. The application of 011 
to Jehu was preliminary to bis acUvely 
taking the kingdom. and hence it was 
to be a private atraIr. ' 

Verses 4, 6. When the young prophet 
reached Ramoth-gilead he round the 
military leaders in a war council. His 
announcement was that he had a mes
sage for a captain. All at the group 
were captains of the same rank, there
fore he was asked to say which he 
meant, and he deSignated Jehu. 

Verses 6, 7. The first verse records 
the fact of the selection of Jehu to he 
the next king. The other verse · states 
why God was going to change -the 
dynasty from the house of Ahab to 
another. Through the influence ot his 
wicked wife J ezebel. Ahab had sutrered 
the servants of the Lord to be slain. 

Verse 8. The change of dynasty or 
family line was to be brought about 
by the avenging from God. causing the 
death of all the male heirs to the 
throne. See the comments at 1 Sam. 
25 : 22 for explanation of this obsolete 
word for the discharges of the male 
body. Also, tor the reason why the 
males were spec1ally marked tor death. 

Verse 9. The comparison was for 
the purpose of showing the complete 
overthrow of the family line. 

Verse 10. This prediction about 
Jezebel had been made betore. (1 Ki. 
21: 23). Death may come to a person 
under circumstances ot honor to the 
victim. But In the case of Ahab and 
his wicked wife, great dishonor was 
to be thrust upon their memory. He 
was to have no male descendant lett. 
and she was to be denied respectful 
burial. 
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Verse 11. Curiosity is a strong sen
timent. The other captains appeared 
to be concerned about tbeir comrade. 
At least they made 8S if' they were 
thoughtful tor his welfare and pressed 
him fOr Borne information. Jehu tried 
to put them ort with some indireet reo 
roark about what might be expected 
trom such a man ; one who gave the 
odd kind of speech that he did u pon 
his arrival. 

Verse 12. That did not satisfy them, 
for they felt sure that Jehu was keep
Ing something back, either through 
fear or modesty. When they urged 
Mm to tell them what had been said. 
he told them the mission of the mao 
sent from Elisha. 

Verse 13. The other captains gave 
Jehu an ovation and gladly halled him 
as king. 

Verses 14. 15. J ehu . •. con$pired 
against Joraro, but it was with the 
consent or the Lorti. At the battle of 
Ramoth-g11ead, the Syrians lost the 
city to Joram. But be was wounded 
1n the attack and had to go to J ezreel 
to be treated. While he was there the 
artair or Jehu's anointing took place, 
and JoraIn did not know anything 
about Jt. The comrades or Jehu bad 
expressed themselves favorably for 
him. On the strength of that, he re
Quested that no one go to Jezreel to 
inform Joram or the conspiracy. He 
wished to have first opportunity of 
contacting Joram, soon to be deposed, 
and that by the decree of God. 

Verse 16. Jehu went to Jezreel and 
approached the city, at the time that 
Ahaziah, king of Judah, was visiting 
with Joram during hIs recovery. 

Verse 17. Important men like Jehu 
did not travel alone. The watchman 
on the tower could see that a company 
of men was approaching. He told 
Joram about it and a man was di
rected to meet the company to learn 
the object of the . mission. 

Verse 18. W1w:t hQ.8t th()U to do 
with peace' That was Jehu's way of 
telling the horseman that the mission 
he had was DO concern of his, and for 
him to fall back to the rear of the 
company. This was done to prevent 
his returning to Jezreel with any in
formation. The watchman told his 
master that the horseman had dis
appeared. 

Verse 19. The second watchman was 
sent to meet the company, and he was 
commanded to do the same as the first. 

Verse 20. The watchman reported 

the circumstance to Joram. By this 
time the company was nearer, and be 
thought he could identify the leader. 
There is no other information avat1~ 
able to me on the matter of Jehu'iII 
driving. It is evident, however, tram 
the remark of the watchman, that he 
had a reputation or betng a reckless 
driver. 

Verse 21. The report of the watch· 
man roused Joram to action. He or· 
dered his war chariot to be made ready 
for travel. He and his royal guest, 
Ahaziah king ot Judah, then went to 
intercept Jehu, Each of the kings was 
In his own chariot. They met in the 
the field that belonged to Naboth, an 
interesting coincidence. In 1 K1. 21 Is 
the account ot the murder of Naboth 
on the orders of Jezebel. Now her son 
is about to meet his fate at that very 
spot. 

Verse 22. Upon their meeting, Joram 
inquired it the mission of Jehu was a 
peaceful one. His question was en
tirely inconsistent with other condl· 
tions with which he certainly was ac
quainted. Whoredom means the idola· 
troUs practices of the people, under 
the encouragement of the wicked· Jeze
bel. While such things were being 
permitted by Joraro, it was a hypo
critical question he asked. 

Verse 23. When Jorarn heard the 
statement of Jehu he knew he was in 
danger. Turned Ma ·hands means he 
caused the chariot to be turned round, 
intending to fiee; at the same time he 
gave warning to Ahaziah. Treachery 
means deceit or fraUd. The definttion 
would not justify Joram's use of the 
word; there was no underhanded ac
tion going on. Jehu was in the open 
and frankly coming against a wicked 
man. But It is a common trait of 
guilty persons to accuse others of in
trusion, when they propose to inter
fere with the evil doing. See Ch. 11: 
H; 1 Kl. 18: 17 ; Acts 7: 27_ 

Verse 24. Joram (which 1s the same 
as Jehoram) had turned to flee, which 
would expose his back to danger, that 
part of the body not being as well 
protected .as the other. Jehu used his 
fu ll reach and shot an arrow at his 
fl eeing victim. It struck him between 
the shoulderblades with such force 
that it went through his body. As it 
penetrated the heart it caused instant 
death, and he sank down In his chartot. 

Verse 25. The captatn attending 
Jehu was told to filng the body out of 
h is chariot, onto the field that had 
been the possession of Naboth. The 



2 Kings 9: 2&-10: 1 151 

incident mentioned took place when 
Ahab was being pursued. At that time 
the Lord had Init this burden (pre
dicted punishment) on Joram. That 
was because he was "of Ahab" and 
thus CRme under the prediction of 1 
Kl. 22: 24. 

Verse 26. Yesterday Is figurative 
and means "a short time ago." Naboth 
was murdered through a plot of Jeze
bel, and vengeance was to be had by 
casting the body ot Joram, a son of 
Jezebel. on the same piece of ground 
that had been seized through unlaw
ful bloodshed. 

Verse 27. Ahazlah had been friendly 
with J Dram, and had shown partizan 
interest in him by accompanying him 
In his attempt against Jehu. He not 
only must have felt guilty. but saw 
that his Ufe was in danger. A garden 
house was a small buUding near a 
garden, built for the use of the keeper. 
It would not be a very conspicuous 
thing and seemed to otter a way for 
Ahaziah to escape. He succeeded in 
getting away from the immediate pres
ence of Jehu; but he was seen, and 
the command was given to smite him 
In his chariot. They overtook h1m as 
he was trying to drive his chariot up 
an incUne approaching Gur, a. place 
n~r the c1ty of Ibleam. At this place 
he was given a fatal stroke which did 
not result in instant death, He got 
away again and reached the city of 
Meglddo where he died from his wound. 

Verse 28, Ahaziah was a kIng and 
died in otHce. His servants took his 
body In a chariot to Jerusalem, where 
he was buried In the family tomb. 

Verse 29. This verse is parenthetical 
in thought, and Is an item regarding 
the reign or Ahaziah, whose death was 
just recorded. By the aid of the mar
ginal reading, and the reference to 2 
Chr. 21: 18, 19, we learn he was act
ing ruler for his father who was seri
ously 111, After a year of such rule 
his father died, and he began to reign 
in his own rights, See Ch. 8: 24, 25, 

Verse 30. According to the lexicons 
and various translations, the part of 
her face that Jezebel painted was her 
eyes; tired means "adorned!' Thus we 
can see this wicked, idolatrous, mur
derous woman, with her head deco
rated and eyes gaudy with artiflcial 
coloring, impudently gazing from a 
window as Jehu approached the city. 

Verse 31. The question J ezebel asked 
was a veiled threat against Jehu. She 
called him (figuratively) anotner 

Zimrl because he had slain his master, 
the king, as Zlmri had done. But she 
perverted the facts about Zimri. It is 
true that his reign was short, just 7 
days, and ended with suicide. But the 
troubles imposed upon him were not 
for his slaying his master. That was 
according to the will of the Lord and 
in !ulflJJment or an inspired prophecy. 
Please read 1 Ki. 16: 8-19. But tn 
making tbis InsInuating remark, Jeze
bel let her true mind be known, that 
she was in sympathy with the wicked 
men just slain by Jehu, who had been 
selected by the Lord to be king. 

Verse 32. Primarily, a eunuch is a 
male who has been deprived or his 
manhood. Such persons were employed 
in the service of bedchambers, wbich 
were used by women as well as men. 
In time. however, the word came to 
mean any special and personal atten
dant, regardless of his physical con
dition, In response to Jehu's question. 
two or three ot these servants appeared 
to bis view. . 

Verse 33. Actions speak louder than 
words or looks. The eunuchs were told 
to act by casting the wicked woman 
down from the window, It must have 
been from the second story or higher. 
The fall brought her in contact with 
the wall with such violence that she 
was mangled and her blood was shed. 
It was sprayed over the wall and the 
chariot horses, and Jehu drove them 
over her body in contempt. 

Verse 34. In respect for the royal 
line to which Jezebel belonged, Jehu 
directed that she be buried, 

Verse 35. Almost the enUre body 
had been eaten by the dogs. That 
fulfilled a prediction made by Elijah 
in 1 KI. 21: 23, and Quoted here. 

Verses 36, 37. B e as dung upon the 
face 01 the field. This was true flgura
tively and literally, The absence of 
honorable burial, and the shameful and 
violent death imposed upon her, cov
ered her memory with shame and sug
gested the article, Also, as the dogs 
made food or her body, it would be 
cast out upon the face of the ground 
with the other dtscharges of the bodies 
of the dogs, 

2 KINGS 10 
Verse 1. Samaria is used to refer to 

the kingdom or the 10 tribes because 
the city or that name was the capital. 
However, Ahab had chosen Jezreel 8.8 
his personal residence (1 Kt. 21: 1). 
hence the word or Jehu was 8ent to 
that particular city. It was addressed 
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to tbe older men of influence. who had 
mueh to do with the rearing of Ahab's 
70 80DS. Normally. one of theee sons 
should have inherited the throne. 

Verses 2, 3. The Lord bad decreed 
to change the royal line to the family 
of Jehu. The :fleshly heirs to the 
throne might not have learned ahout 
It; or, If they had, they might wish 
to contest It. At any rate. Jehu did 
not intend to leave them any pretext 
for complaInt. Should they have known 
about the situation and wish to de
fend t~eir "rights," he was ready to 
tlgbt the "best and meeteat" of them. 

Verse 4. I am sure their answer 
was about what Jehu expected. The 
two kings were Joram a.nd Ahaziah. 
eCho 9: 24, 27). 

Verse 6. The men to whom Jehu 
sent the letters were frightened by 
them. They humbly recognJzed hinl 
as their lord, and agreed to do what
soever he would bid them. 

Verse 6. Be mine is not in the origi
nal, and the King James' traneJators 
got the idea from the word for 
hearken~ It is SHAYA, which is de
fined by Strong, "a primitive root; to 
hear Intelligently (often with the im
pUtation of attention, obedience, etc.)." 
Jehu was taking them up on their 
profession of being his servants. Such 
persone are supposed to do what their 
masters command them. So therefore, 
make your word good and do as 
follows. Behead the 70 sons of Ahab 
and bring their heads to me at Jezreel 
by this time tomorrow. A man with 
no bead could never become a rival, 
and Jehu was not taking any chances 
with the future. " 

Verse 7. The men receiving the 
severe orders had ample opportunity 
for destroying the 80ns of Ahab, be
cause they had them in charge and 
had been controlUng them from their 
youth. They slew the men and sent 
the 70 heads to Jezreel. 

Verse 8. We are not told the pur
pose of Jehu in directing the heads 
to be plled in two heaps. But we know 
one thing that was made possible, 
whether that was his maUve or not. 
By having 36 Instead of 70 heads tn a 
pIle, the exact number could be counted 
by the spectators. And by the exact 
count of the heads, the public would 
know that all of the royal seed had 
been destroyed, and that "noth1ng was 
left but to accept Jehu as the lawtul 
king. 

VerBe 9. R11lhteoU. is defined in the 

lexicon as "just." It means that Jehu 
gave the people credit for being fair
minded, and able to form logical con
clusions. He admitted having slain 
his master, the king retgnlng imme
diately before him. But here are the 
heads of that master's sons, and the 
queation was, who bad slain them? 
Jehu did not do it, neither had any 
of these peopJe present done ft. The 
conclUsion ought to be easy for the 
people since they were fair·minded. 

Verse 10. Without awaiting an ex
prMSion from the people, Jehu attrib
uted the circumstances to the Lord, 
and said it was the tuUlllment or the 
prediction of Elijah. 

Verse 11. ConSistently with the fore
going conclusion, Jehu proceeded In 
hi. "purge" as predicted by the prophet. 
He kllled the friends and relatives of 
Ahab that were in Jezreel. the former 
residence at the wicked king. 

Verse 12. Samaria means the city 
of the name, as Jezreel was already 
in the territory ot the kingdom whose 
capital was Samaria. 

Verses 13, 14. Ahaziah was king of 
Judah and had been slain by Jehu. 
These relatives of Ahaziah made the 
mistake of sympathizing with the 
royal line of the former dynasty. The 
"purge'· that Jehu had begua required 
that these persons also should be de
stroyed. 'rhe command was given tor 
their slaying, which was carried out. 

Verse 15. Jehu eontlnued his journey 
toward Samaria. and on the way he 
met Jehonadab. Is thine heart riOht, 
as my heart i8 with thy heart' This 
was Jehu's way of saying. "Are you 
as willing to be my friend as I am to 
be yours?" Upon receiving a favorable 
answer. be took his hand and invited 
him Into hi. charlot. 

Ver ... 16, 17. Made him ride doe. 
not mean they forced him to ride. 
The tlrst word Is not in the original. 
but has been supplted by the trans
lators. The thought of the whole PaS' 
sage Is that Jehona4ab was caused to 
ride In the chariot by the friendly 
attitude of Jehu. He was invited to 
witness the zeal that he was gOIDg to 
show for the Lord They tlnally reached 
Sama.ria., the chtef city of the king
dom. There were still some dl.tant 
relatives of Ahab who might cause 
trouble for the new ruler. All of these 
were to be slain, fulfilling the predic
tion in 1 K1. 21: 19, 21. 

Verse 18. Jehu was taking this plan 
to get a complete roundup of the wor-
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$hipero of Baal, including an who 
merely sympathized with the idolatrous 
practices. 

Verse 19. By threatening all with 
death who taUed to respond, Jehu ex· 
pected to make a complete assembly 
of ' the wanted victims. The moUve of 
the man Jebu could be known by the 
inspired writer, and be tells us that 
it - was to destroy the worshipers of 
Baal, and that his scheme was done 
in subtmy which i$ de!lned in tbe 
lexicon aa "trickery." The motive was 
good and no undue advantage was 
taken of the people. 

Verse 20. Solemn a88emb'l1I. Both 
words are from ATSE8ETH and Strong 
defines it. ".,.0 assembly. especially as 
a fesUval or hoUday," To proclaim, 
such an occaaton meant not only to 
announce It to the public, but also to 
make preparation tor It. 

Verse 21. Upon pain ot death, the 
worshipers of Baal responded to a 
man, and they were gathered in the 
house that had been used for the ser' 
vIce to their ·false god. 

Verse. 22. The vestment. were the 
garments worD by the worshipers of 
Baal. The aet of receiving and wearing 
them was additional proof of their 
alllance with him. 

Verse 23. This verse gives the 
climax to Jehu's plan to make a com
plete corralUng of the idolaters. All 
who did not respond to the call at. the 
start were to be put to death. On 
that principle, all of the halfhearted 
persons would be drawn over to take 
an evident stand for Idolatry. The 
question might arlse whether it was 
fair to use such measures. It was cer
tainly fair. because in so doing no one 
would be drawn Into the net except 
those who cared more tor tlleir tem· 
poral lite than tor righteousness. All 
Buch characters were no better than 
the active adherents of Baal. Jesus 
laught thi. idea in MaIL 12: 30. 

Verse 24. The sacrifices for Baal 
were to take place In the house of 
BaaL While the services were going 
on, the place was guarded by 80 men. 
They were threatened with death if a 
man of the worshipers was allowed 
to escape. 

Verse 26. The men with their omcera 
who had been atanding guard outside 
during the sacrifices, were next told 
to go and act as executioners. They 
were charged not to let ODe man es· 
cape. After tbey bad been slatn, their 
bodies were flung out of the bunding. 

City Is from a word with very wide 
meaning, includIng u a mere encamp. 
ment or post." In this verse it has 
special reference to that part ot the 
hOuse 01 Goa where they had the 
lmages of Baal. 

Verse 26. After slaying tJie wor~ 
shipers of Baal, they brought out his 
images and burned them. 

Verse 27. Draught house means a 
pubUc rest room. Whlle such a ser
vice Is necessary for health and con
venience, it was · intended as a per
petual condemnation and shaming of 
idolatry. 

Verse 28. "Honor to whom honor Is 
due" Is an old saying that bas much 
meaning. The Lord w1l1 have the 
truth told about the evlls at Jehu's 
Ute. at the same time he was given 
credit tor the services he rendered to 
the nation ot Israel. 

Verse 29. Jehu destroyed the avowed 
worshipers of Baal, which was an im· 
portant work. But the golden calves 
that Jeroboam placed at Bethel and 
Dan were su1fered to remain. The re
ligious use that was supposed to be 
the moUve of the first king of the 
ten-tribe kingdom might have misled 
Jehu. 

Verse 30. It is natural to be con· 
cerned about things that w1ll happen 
atter one's death. This was true as to 
the inheritance ot a throne. Jehu had 
done much service tor God and. as 
a reward tor it, he was promised that 
his famlly Une would continue to hold 
the throne to the fourth DeneratilJn; 
this prediction was fulftlled. The tour 
descendants in the family Une from 
Jehu were Jehoahaz. Joaah, Jeroboam 
II, and Zachariah. eh. 15: 10 says . that 
Shallum, son of Jabesh. slew the fourth 
and reIgned instead. 

Verse 31. Nothing 18 said about the 
personal Ufe at Jehu excevt his idola· 
try. And that evil was not total, for 
the accusation WB8 that he did not 
walk in the law of the Lord with. all 
hi.t hetu-t; he did walk to BOrne extent. 
however. 

Verses 32, 33, God often used foreign 
nations to chastise his own. At this 
time he Buttered Hazael, the Syrian 
king, to make inroads against several 
cities of Israel, and to destroy many 
of the citizens. 

Verse 34. For chronicle. see 1 Kt. 
14: 19. 

Verses 35, 36. Slept with hi8 fathers 
is explained at 1 Ki. 2: 10. The reason 
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Jehu was burled in SamarIa was the 
fact that It was the capital of the 10 
tribes, of which he had been king. 

2 KINGS 11 
Verse 1. OUf study takes us to the 

kingdom of Judah again. See 1 Ki. 
12: 17. Seed royal means the regular 
heirs to the throne. Athaltah was a 
wicked and ambitious woman. She 
craved authority. and sougbt to obtain 
it by murdering all the male heirs to 
the throne left vacant by the death of 
Ahazlah. That is. she intended to de
stroy. and thought she had destroyed, 
all of the royal seed. The fact that she 
missed one child did not make her 
guUt any the less, 

Verses 2, 3, The escape of ODe in
tended victim was simUar to the case 
of Gideon's Bon. (Judges 9: 5). Atha
Uah was a murderer and usurper, but 
Is listed among the ru1ers of Judah. 
Her reign, however, wlU come to a 
violent end. 

Verse 4. The priests under the 
Mosaic system were vested with much 
authority, and sometimes acted on be
halt of others who were unable to act 
for themselves. Joash (also called 
Jehoash) was the one heir who es
caved the murderous hand of Athaliah. 
He was bid for 6 years by Jehosheba, 
who was his aunt, also tbe wife of 
Jeboiada, the hIgh priest. There is an 
interesting and informative article in 
the Schaff-Herzog Encyclopaedia on 
this subject which will be quoted: 
"Jehoiada, high priest, and husband 
ot Jehosheba, the aunt ot Joash, who 
alone of the family of Ahazlah escaped 
the murderous hand of Athaliah (2 
Kings 11: 1·12: 2). Jeholada was the 
guardian of the young king, put him 
upon the throne, k.Jlled Atbalfah, and. 
so long as be lived, so wisely directed 
Joash that all things went well."
Article, Jehoiada. After the 6 years 
of hiding, the high priest brought the 
youthful king forth. He called together 
the offleera of dit'terent ranks and pre
sented to them their lawful ruler, and 
obtained from them an oatb of alle
giance. 

Verse 5. Jehoiada assigned the men 
to separate duties. In addJtion to the 
services of the holy days, they were 
to serve as guards for the king. 

Verse 6. Not only must the king's 
house be guarded, but also the gates to 
the place. Sur was one of the gates, 
and another one was near the position 
of the guard. 

Verse 7. Another group of service 
men was to be nearer the king. 

Verse 8. These precautions were 
being taken because Jehoiada expected 
opposition from Athaliah or her sym
pathizers. The ranges means the 
proper bounds for would-be Intruders. 
The service men were to be armed, 
and must slay anyone trying to cross 
the limits. All of these arrangements 
were law.ful, because they were on be
half of the lawful ruler, and against a 
usurper who was a murderer. 

Verse 9. The officers obeyed the 
orders of the high priest, and presented 
the men under them to him. 

Verse 10. The weapons that DaVid 
had used might not have been any 
better than others. The psychological 
effect. aowever, on the men a.PPointed 
for guard duty, would not be Insig
nificant. The memory of David as a 
warrior was great. 

Verse 11. The place described was 
an important one in the temple, and 
the guard took position there with 
full equipment, all set for any emer
gency that might spring up at' the ap
pearance of the king. 

Verse 12. Gave 114m the testimonry. 
This was the law, and giving it to the 
king was in line with Deut. 17: 18. 
This verse describes the ceremony ot 
J08sh's coronation, and its reception 
was indicated by the words. God save 
the king. 

Verses 13, 14. The commotion attend· 
ing the crowning of king JORah at
tracted the attention of Athallah. She 
came to the temple to investigate. When 
she arrived she beheld the scene In all 
of Its splendor and authority. Trea8O'n. 
treason. The act of only one person 
in opposing a government unlawfully 
would be treason. But the word here 
Is from OESHER, and defined by Strong, 
"an (unlawful) alllance." It has been 
rendered In the A. V. by confederacy, 
conspiracy. It means that AthaUah not 
only accuaed the king, but others who 
were his allies. It is true that Joash 
and those with bim were allied against 
Athal1ah. But it was not true that it 
was treason, for that word requires that 
said alliance must be unlawtul. Alha
lIah was a usurper and murderer, and 
it was not unlawful to overthrow her 
with torce If necessary. 

Verse 16. In respect for the temple. 
Jehoiada had directed that Athallah 
not be slain there. She was to be taken 
outSide, and it any person presumed 
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to tollow wbo was not ot the guard, he 
was to be slain. 

Verse 16. It was not a very senti
mental spot chosen for the execution 
of this wicked woman. She was slain 
at the gate where horses entered to
ward the king's house. 

Verse 17. First we read of a cove· 
nant involving the Lord, the king, and 
the people. Then we have a covenant 
involving the king and the people. 
This does not imply any dttrerence. It 
Is a form ot expression to show the 
unity of the whole government. and its 
being one compact system, each unit 
of which was necessary to the others. 
The same Idea was taught by Jesus 
in Matt. 10: 40; Luke 10: 16. 

Verse 18. It usually happens that 
an unlawful ruler will violate the laws 
of the very nation he assumes control 
over. During the reign of Atballah, 
the worship of Idols was again allowed 
to flourish. When she was out at the 
way, the people destroyed the Instru
ments of such corrupt practices. The 
priest also appointed the proper kind 
of men to take charge of the Lord's 
house. 

Verse 19. With a great throng of 
officers and people, Jehoiada gave the 
king dignified escort from the temple 
to the palace. There he eat on the 
throne that had been occupied by bis 
predecessors. 

Verse 20. This verse Is merely a 
resume of the day's proceedings, with 
a statement of the general condition 
of the pubUc mind. 

Verse 21. It must be understood that 
the retgn was by the priest. The king 
was an infant when he was tucked 
away by his aunt in her private apart
ment. When he was 7 years old. the 
demonstration described above was 
put on, and he began to be recognized 
as the next king. His duties, at course, 
were performed by the priest untn he 
became old enough to rule on his own 
responsibU1ty. 

2 KINGS 12 
Verse 1. Going back to the reign 

of Jehu. ktng of Israel (see 1 Ki. 12: 
17) tor a date. the writer gives the 
enUre length of Joash's reign over 
Judah, His mother's name is explained 
at 1 Kt. 14: 21. The 40 years reign 
includes the ones of his chtldhood, 
when Jehotada managed the kingdom 
for hIm. 

VerBe 2. The righteousness of the 
reign Is attributed to the influence of 

the priest. But it is commendable that 
he was willing to be guided by that 
righteous man, 

Verse 3, The Lord never overestt
mates the gOOd done by a man, any 
more than he does the evil. Joash 
gave the people a good administratton, 
but he had a small defect in with the 
good. He did Dot remove the high. 
places. However, that was a mild 
error, and fUrther comments will be 
found on the subject at 1 Ki. 3: 2. 

Verse 4. The verse as a whole means 
the money intended for the treasury, 
whether that specifically assessed upon 
the people (that every man is set at), 
or the voluntary contributions (cometh 
ilnto any man's heart). 

Verse 5. The priests were to collect 
this money from the men nearest tn 
contact with them. The funds were to 
be used for repair of the bouse where 
such was needed. 

Verse 6, Several years went by and 
the king discovered that the repairs 
which he had ordered had not been 
made. It appeared that the money had 
been taken from the people, but kept 
in the possession of the priests. 

Verse 7. Joash called the prtests 
into his Dresence and rebuked them 
for their neglect of duty, also for their 
retaining the money. Be directed that 
no more money he delivered into thetr 
hands, but that arrangements be made 
to insure its proper use. 

Verse 8, The Dfiests agreed to the 
orders of the king. Neither to repair, 
etc. That means they were not to be 
considered as having direct responsi· 
bility for the repairs, since they had 
proved themselves untrustworthy. In
stead, they were to take the money 
that was collected otherwise, and de
liver it to the workmen, who were to 
appropriate it In thetr discretion about 
the repair work, 

Verse 9. This chest was a kind of 
public receptacle for the money, to be 
used instead of the pockets of the 
priests. There is no intimation at ac
tual fraud in the conduct at the priests. 
Their willing cooperation with the 
king in the plan ordered by him shows 
a good attitude. The situation was 
evidently one of carelessness. 

Verse 10, When the chest was filled. 
the prOller officers took charge of It 
and told or counted the money. It was 
put up In bags for safe handling and 
convenience. 

Verses 11, 12. The money was de
livered from the hands of the priests, 
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and put , directly into those ot the men 
bavfng charge of the repair work. 
Some of it was used to buy neceasary 
materials for the work, and some WBS 
to pay the workmen. 

Verses 13, 14, 2 ,chr. 24: 14 states 
that some of this money was used to 
make sucb vessels as Bfe mentioned in 
this verse. But the verse means that 
the money was first used tor the repair 
work. Wben that was done, the bal
ance was used for vessels. 

Verse 16. The men who had been 
given the money Wefe not reckoned 
with; that is, they were not "cbecked." 
They had given evidence of honesty 
and It was unnecessary to look Into 
the accounts. 

Verse 16. Money collected on account 
of trespass and am was considered as 
the Lord's. See Lev. 4: 24; 5: 16. Such 
money could rightfully be used Der
sonally by the priests. 8S their support 
in the services about the temple wor
ship. 

Verse 17. Gath was a City in the 
PhUistine territory; a place ot much 
importance. west at Jerusalem. Hazael 
was the king ot Syria, and he took 
possession of Oath. This success en
couraged him to go on for more con
Quests, so be prepared to attack Jeru
salem. 

Verse 18. Hazael's motive was to 
obtain money or its equivalent rather 
than power or territory. tor he left 
the community as soon as he received 
those chattels. It was a regrettable 
thing tor Jehoash (Joash) to take all 
those valuable things that bad been 
accumulated by former kings. How
ever, that was better than suttering 
the house of the Lord (temple), and 
the king's house (palace), to De de
stroyed. 

Verse 19. Chronicle8 is explained at 
1 Ki. 14: 19. 

Verses 20, 21. Murder. assassination, 
suicide. and other torms of violence, 
were not very uncommon in ancient 
times. No motive is given us for the 
conspiracy at the servants against 
Joasb. Stnce the 80n was permitted to 
take the throne, who was the rightful 
heir, we know the motive was Dot de
sire tor power. Sometimes a servant 
gets peeved from entorced labor and 
rises in violent rebellion. MUlo was a 
fortified place in that part at Jeru
salem called "the city at David." SUla 
is from CILLA, and Strong says it is 
from still another Hebrew word mean
ing "an embankment." Being the king, 

It would not be strange that Joaah 
would be in that place. But the con
spirators selected a time when their 
victim was in the open, on hiB way 
trom the tower to this embankment. 
The city at David was the proper place 
tor the burial. It was where his royal 
ancestors were burled, it was the head
Q.uarters ot the kingdom, and where 
he died. 

2 KINGS 13 
Verse 1. Slnee Joash reigned 40 

years, this verse takes us to about the 
middle ot his reign. And, &8 Jehoahaz 
reigned only 17 years, the reign of 
Joash was st111 going at the death at 
Jehoahaz. See 1 K1. 12: 17 In regard 
to this alternation. 

Verse 2. This king was worse than 
some others of Israel. Like the otbers, 
he allowed himself to be influenced by 
the example of the first king, Jero
boam, who not only did wrong per
sonally, but caused the people at Israel 
to stn. 

Verse 3. Hazael and Ben-hadad, his 
SOD, each reigned in tUrn over Syrta. 
Because at their many sins, God But
tered his people to be punished by 
these Syrian kings. 

Verse 4. The preceding verse Is a 
general statement, covering a long 
period of punishment tor his people. 
but not giving any details. Some at 
them will be given belOW, after the 
narrative is Intercepted to relate the 
mercitul answer of God to prayer. 

Verse 5. In answer to the prayer of 
Jeboahaz, God gave his people a sarviOr. 
The word is from one that is else· 
where rendered "deliverer," and reters 
to 80me military leader who led the 
Israelites to victory over their op· 
pressors. Tent. is tram a word that 
means homes In general. After the 
oppression was lUted, Israel lived in 
their bomes (l.I be!oreUme. Not that 
they had been entirely drIven trom 
their homes, but Ute' in them was not 
Uke it was after being delivered .trom 
the Syrians. 

Verse 6. Ingratitude Is a common 
weakn ... of mankind. Notwlth8tand· 
ing the favor of the Lord. ' the nation 
at Israel continued In its idolatry. The 
grove was the place used to 'shelter 
the idols, and for the activities ot the 
idolatrous rel1gion. 

Verse 7. Having halted In the ac· 
count to tell us of the goodness at God 
toward his disobedient people, tbe 
writer gives aome detaila ot the op· 
pression. All ot the army at Jeboabaz 
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that was lett him was what is Hated 
in this verse. After a row of wheat 
baa been threshed out by beating, 
nothing but lIght dust would be lett. 
That Is used to compare the depleted 
condition ot the army after the Syrians 
got through with it. 

Verse 8. Jehoahaz was no inslgnld· 
cant king, and reference Is made to 
his might, which means his valor and 
success against his foes. See 1 K1. 
14: 19 on chron1.cle8. 

Verse 9. Slept with Ill, father. I. 
trested at 1 KI. 2: 10. He was burled 
In Samaria because that was the capl· 
tal of his realm. Joash. his son, also 
called JehoRsh, should not be confused 
wtth the man by the same name who 
was klng or Judah. (Ch. 12: 1). 

Verse 10. See comments In the pre· 
ceding verBe on two men Darned J aRsh; 
also 1 K1. 12: 17. 

Verse 11. It Is bad enough to com· 
mit evil oecaaionaJly. But Jehoash (or 
Joash) walked therein. That Indicated 
a general practice or 11fe. A statement 
made here and at many other places, 
Is that a man did evil in the tight Of 
the Loret. The actions ot a man may 
be «000. tn the opjnion ot another, yet 
he evil In the Lord's sight. Jesus said 
.omethlng about that In Luke 16: 15. 

Verse 12. The might of Joash Is 
mentioned. as It W8.B in the case of 
Jehoahaz; but fn this a specification 
Is given. His war with a king of 
Judah is merely mentioned, but will 
be described in the next chapter. 

Verse 13. For purposes ot dlstinc· 
tion. tMs Dew king should be known 
as Jeroboam II. J08sh 8tept according 
to 1 Kt. 2: 10. and was buried In Sa· 
marla, the capital. 

Verse 14. We bave more than once 
observed that the Bible Is not as 
strictly chronological as we would 
think of writtng a book. That does not 
atreet Its truthfulness, but it does make 
it necessary for us to use care in our 
atudy. The preceding two verses gave 
a Bumming up or the Ufe of Joaeh. The 
present one goes back to some Incl· 
dents in his 11fe. He heard of the 
sertous il1ness of the prophet Elisha, 
and caBed to aee him. The kings and 
other men in public Ufe depended on the 
national prophets for guidance. That 
Is why Joash called him my lather, 
meaning a term of respect. The chariot 
01 ' l8'rael, etc. This means he con· 
sidered Elisha to be worth as much 
to Israel as thetr whole m1Utary. See 
Ch. 2: 12 and comments on thl. thoucht. 

Ver.e. 16, 16. At 1 K1. 20: 36 some 
thoughts are offered on the subject of 
prophets "acting!' The same idea is 
present here, except that the prophet 
authorizes and enables the king to do 
the acting. 

Verse 17. The window looking east
ward Was opened because the Syrian 
territory was in that direction. Aphek 
was a city where the war forces had 
met previously (1 KI. 20: 26), and will 
again witness an encounter between. 
Israel and Syria. 

Verses 18, 19. This is some more 
acting. (Verses 15, 16). When a super
natural result is connected with an 
arbitrary and il10gical means, the ex
tent of the human contribution is con
sidered. See the case of the vessels 
for aU, Ch. 4: 6. The success ot Israel's 
arms w1ll be limited by the number 
of times the king strikes the ground. 
Not that God is actually aided by the 
work of man, but to teach the lesson 
of man's responslbUlty In his coopera
tion with the Lord. 

Verse 20. The bUrial or Elisha and 
the Moabite invasIon have no connec
tion with each other in thIs verse, but 
are mentioned prep&ratory to the tol
lowing. 

Verse 21. A tuneral procession was 
gotng on when they spied a band 01 
men.. These words are not in the origi
nal. but the prevIous verse authorIzes 
their use, and we could properly add, 
Ijot MoabUes." The panIc at sight of 
the invaders caused the pallbearers to 
seek a hiding place for the body. Sepul
chres are descrIbed as follows in 
Smith's BIble Dictionary: uA natural 
cave enlarged and adapted by excava
tion, or an artificial imitation or one, 
was the standard type at sepulchre. 
Sepulchres, when the owner's means 
permitted It, were commonly prepared 
beforehand, and stood otten in gardens. 
by roadsides. or even adjoining houses." 
-Article, Burial. From the nature of 
these sepulchres, we can understand 
how they could be entered, tn much 
the same way that one can enter a 
modern mausoleum. The tomb ot Jesus 
could be entered tn this way. And it 
also explains how more than one per
son could be "buried" in the same 
place. (Gen. 49: 31). Bone, does not 
mesn that the lIesh or Elisha had been 
literally decayed; the word means the 
body. There was nothing magical in 
the body or a prophet to restore life. 
else a general use could be made of 
such a body. The Lord willed thl. 
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demonstration . of his respect for the 
prophet. 

Verses 22, 23. This history 18 a repe
tition of verses 3·5. But in this place 
Is added a motive for the Lord's re
gard for the nation, the memory of 
the fathers, 

Verse 24. .This Hazael was a ser
vant of a former Ben-hadad, whom he 
murdered and reigned in his stead. 
(Ch. 8: 15). He had a son whom he 
called by the same Dame his slain 
master bad worn. 

Verse 25. Again the writer ignores 
chronology and takes us back a few 
years. Jehoash had died In V. 13, but 
his father, Jeboahaz. had loat some 
cities to Ben·hadad. king of Syria. 
Hazael had been succeeded by his 80n 
Ben-hadad, and Jehoahaz was followed 
by his Bon Jehoash. The writer is tell· 
ing us that Jeho8sh recovered these 
cities, carrying out three Buccessful 
campaigns. 

2 KINGS 14 
Verse 1. The reader must never for~ 

get the zIgzag character of this his
tory. and should frequently reter to 
1 K1. 12: 17 and the comments. Be
cause of this style of recording, the 
same man and events will be men
tioned more than once. Furthermore, 
it should be remembered that dttterent 
men had the same name. Thus, in the 
present verse, we have Joasb as the 
name of two kings; one of the king
dom of Israel, and the other of the 
kingdom of Judah. 

Verse 2. Jerusalem was the capital 
of Judah where Amaziah reIgned. Men
tion of his mother is explained at 1 
KI. 14: 2l. 

Verse 3. Both David and Joash are 
called the father of Amazlah. The 
latter was his father by bodily off
spring, and the former in the sense of 
an ancestor. Doth were good men and 
served the Lord, but David served him 
better. Amaziah imitated the latter 
father rather than the former. 

Verse 4. One defect in the r eign of 
Amaziah was the retention of the hA:gh 
places. For notes on that term see 1 
KI. 3: 2. 

Verse 5, The first ofilctal act of 
Amazlah was to execute the murderers 
of his fatber . That crime is recorded 
In Ch. 12 : 20, 21. 

Verse 6, Individual responsibility is 
taught in this law. Moses enacted the 
law and the king respected tt. 

Verse_ 7. Slew 0/ Edam means he 

slew the Edomites, who were located 
near the south of the Dead Sea, which 
gave the name of valley of salt to the 
place. Selah was a city in that sectlon 
that was based on rock formatton, It 
was the most important city of the 
Edomites and had been fortified. Ama· 
ziah took possession of it and called 
It Joktheel, a word meaning the "good 
w1l1 of God," He doubtless attributed 
hIs succees in that campaign to the 
goodness of God. 

Verse 8. Look one another i-n the 
lace was a form of challenge to battle. 
Amaziah was f1ushed by hIs victory 
over the Edomites, and let it lead him 
into rashness. 

Verse 9. ",cedars of Lebanon" has 
long been a synonym for that which 1s 
lofty. elegant, and useful. A thistle 
would be an opposite ot a cedar. Joaah 
used the fabl e to illustrate the pro· 
posal of Arnaziah. He likened him· 
self to the cedar and Amaziah to the 
thIstle. For a thistle to ask a cedar's 
daughter as a wife for his own son, 
would be about as appropriate as tor 
Amaziah to chal1enge Jehoash to com· 
bat. The king of [srael continued his 
compartson by an Iml)lted prediction 
that it they came to battle, the chal
lenger would be defeated and brought 
to shame. 

Verse 10. Jehoash accused Amaziah 
of being puffed up because ot' hts vic· 
tory over Edom. Glory 0/ this ana 
tarry at home means that he ought to 
be contented with such glory, and re
main at home. 

Verse 11. Amazlah would not take 
the advice of Jehoash, so the two came 
together. Looked one another in the 
face means they came face to face on 
the field of battle. 

Verse 12. When a man bas been 
kUled he cannot flee to his tent. The 
verse means that so many were ktlled 
that all the rest fled In fear. 

Verse 13. Note the care that Is taken 
to designate wbich k ingdom and which 
Jehoash (Joash) 1s meant. It is be· 
cause of the same thoughts treated at 
1 KI. 12: 17. Having taken the king 
alive, Jehoash took his captive to his 
capital, Jerusalem, and made great 
havoc of the city. The wall had a num
ber or gates. each one bearing flome 
particular name; The purpose for men· 
ttonlng this one was to deSignate the 
part of the wall attacked, and also the 
extent of the damage. It was from this 
gate to the one a t the corner at the 
wall. and the distance was about 600 
feet. 
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Verse 14. The precious metals and 
the vessels were taken as spoils of 
war. Hostage. is from two original 
words, and the meaning is "pledges." 
Some kind of surety was exacted from 
Amaziah, to the errect that he would 
not disturb Samaria again. 

Verses 15. 16. This Is the same as 
Ch. 13: 12, 13. 
Ve~& 11-'1.0. Ver&e 10\. ot th\s chapter 

left Amazlab in Jerusalem. his capital. 
This paragraph gives us the account 
of his death. Personal enemies con
spired agatnst him and threatened his 
life. He escaped temporarlly and got 
to Lachlsh, but the conspirators fol
lowed him and killed him there. He 
was brought back on horses, and buried 
in Jerusalem. See 1 Ki. 14: 19 for 
chron:t.cles. 

Verse 21. We are not told the mo
Uve for killing Amaziah. We know, 
however, it was not to change the 
dynasty or famtly line, for they placed 
his son on the throne. 

Verse 22. Having introduced the 
king Azariah (also called Uzziah), the 
writer mentions one item of his reign, 
the rebuIlding of the city Elath. He 
then drops the history of his reign to 
take up the reign of a king on the 
other side of the divided kingdom, or, 
the kingdom ot Israel. We w1ll read 
ot Borne incidents which took place 
there, after which the account will 
come back to Azarlah in Jerusalem. 
See 1 Ki. 12: 17. 

Verses 23. 24. Two men named Jero
boam are mentioned in this paragraph. 
Since they occupied the same throne 
at various times, the last named should 
be known as Jeroboam II. No man is 
justified tor evil· doing on account of 
the infiuence of another. But trequent 
mention is made of the kIngs who tol
lowed the example of the flrst king 
over the 10 tribes. The lesson to be 
had is In observing the far-reachIng 
Inlluence ot a wicked character. Paul 
taught that fact In 1 Cor. 15: 33. 

Verse 26. The word for coast in the 
original means "boundary," whether a 
writer is considering the territory of 
land or water. The Une ot the king
dom of Israel had been pushed back; 
Jeroboam restored it to its tormer sur
vey. Hamath. was a place in Syria 
near the territory ot Israel, and the 
sea 01 the plai n was the Salt or Dead 
Sea. A long boundary Une bad been 
tnfringed upon, and Jeroboam restored 
it. This prophecy of Jonah Is not men
Iiolle4 el.8.w)lere jI) the Old Testament, 

Verse 26. ShU.t 1lIP is a term meaning 
"maintained," and any left means 
about the same. The whole passage 
means that the foreign nations had so 
oppressed them that no helper seemed 
in sight until Jeroboam came to the 
rescue. 

Verse 27. God otten gave-his people 
some b1tter punishment through the 
instrumentality ot the. he.athe.'8: n.aUon'S.. 
He never did threaten to blot out their 
name entirely. When the chastisement 
had been sufflcient Ln his eyes, he 
would strengthen some man for the 
work ot relief. That is what was done 
through the services of Jeroboam. 

Verse 28. R ecovered Da1n48cus. That 
was a city ot Syria, and never was 
considered as a part of the territory 
of Israel . But sometimes the neighbor
ing nations were brought under a form 
of subjection to the children ot Israel. 
That had been done in the case of 
Damascus, according to 2 Sam. 8: 5, 6. 
What Jeroboam did was to restore that 
subjection. Ohronicles Is explained at 
1 KJ. 14: 19. 

Verse 29. 8leopt '!Cit" hoi. fat"ers Is 
explained at 1 Ki. 2: 10. 

2 KINGS IS 
Verses 1-3. Azariah (Uzz1ab) had a 

long reign (52 years), yet part of a 
chapter only is devoted to his history. 
Even In the book ot_ Chronicles, one 
chapter (26th) only Is used. The af
fairs of a reign may be important, but 
if they are not of a mnitary nature, 
the historians do not pay so much at
tention to them. Some writer has 
coined the remark, "Happy is that 
nation whose annals are briel." Az&
rlah Is Included among the good kings 
at Judah. although he made some mis
takes for which he Buttered. 

Verse 4. Retaining the high 'places 
was one at the detects of Azartah's 
reign. See comments on these places 
at 1 KJ. 3: 2. 

Verse 5. The occasion tor this 1ep
rosy is recorded in 2 Chr. 26: 20-23. 
Dwelt in a several (separat~) 1wuAe 
was according to the law ot Moses. 
(Lev. 13: (6). Because of this quaran
tine regulation, the king could not 
come in contact with . the people, and 
his son acted in his stead. 

Verse 6. The chronicles here men
tioned should not be contused with 
the book ot that name in our Bible, 
and referred to above. For this word 
see 1 K1. 14: 19. 

Verse 7. Slept with. ,his lathen. (1 
j{j. 2: 10). The city of David waa the 
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part of Jerusalem that David had -se
lected tor his headquarters, and was 
the center of attraction on various ac
counts. Jotham reigned in his own 
right after the death of his lather. He 
bad been acting king since the leprosy 
came upon his father. 

Verses 8, 9. This chapter gives the 
names of all the remaining kings of 
Israel. None of them bad a long reign, 
and Bome were sbort. Assassination 
was a common thing through those 
years, and the life of a klDg was un
certatn. Since Azarlah reigned over 
Judah &0 long, he w11l be referred to 
in dating the reigns of all the kings 
of Israel mentioned in this chapter 
except the last one. The death of 
Azariah (Uzzlah) 18 recorded in V. 7. 
and the writer then goes back Into the 
years of his reign to take up the Une 
of the kinga of brael. See again 1 
KI. 12: 17. 

Verse 10. The family Une was broken 
off by violence more than once in the 
period covered by this chavter. Some 
of the conspiracies were open and 
brazen, such as the present case. Smote 
and .flew are used as it they were dif
ferent in meaning; they dtffer tn de
gree only. To smtte could mean only 
to wound, while to slay would be fatal. 

Verse 11. This chrQlnJicleB is the 
document explained at 1 K1. 14:: 19. 

Verae 12. This verse fuldUs a prom
Is. mad. to Jehu. See Ch. 10: 30 and 
comments. 

Verse 13. Fu.n month. The first word 
seems an emphatic term, yet the reign 
of this king was by far the shortest 
of all. The word Is from YOM and 
translated "day" 1167 Urnes in the A. V. 
Since the reign of this king was a 
matter of days only, it was proper to 
state the exact number of them. The 
marginal reading, Ua month of days" 
is a correct rendering. 

Verse 14. The family Une was again 
broken, and the throne tell into that 
of Gadl. This man JIved at Tlrzah. 
which Is signlftcant with the assassina
tion since that ctty was once the capi
tal of Israel. See 1 KI. 15: 33; 16: 8. 

Verse 15. The acts of Shallum In 
general are ment1oned, whUe his con
spiracy is given special noUce. They 
were all recorded. in the greater tuJl· 
neBS In the chronicleB we have spoken 
about so frequently. 

Verse 16. These actions were in the 
Une of conquest, but in the form of 
violence. The coaatB or regiODS about 
Tlphsah and Tlrzah were attacked thus 

to overcome their resistance to the 
new king. His brutal treatment of 
expectant mothers could not be con
doned by any kind of motive. How
ever. it was not purely tor the sake of 
brutality that h. did It. His main ob· 
ject was to prevent the increase of 
chlldren who might grow up to oppose 
htm. But even it that were his ex· 
pectation, he dtd not reign long enough 
to realize it. for It continued for ten 
years only. 

Verses 17. 18. This reign was longer 
than those of bls two predecessors. but 
was not long enough to accomvlish aU 
of his plans. Like most of the kings of 
Israel. he followed tn the steps of the 
first king. 

Verse 19. Assyria was a kingdom In 
the territory of the Euphrates River, 
and should not be contused with Syria 
that was Just north of Israel. Pul, 
king of ASByria, came up to attack 
the king of Israel and dethrone hini. 
He might have attempted it bad he 
not been bought ott. Money is a mighty 
power, and Pul agreed with Menahem 
for that sort of consideration. . 

Verse 20. The money was raised by 
a heavy levy of taxes against the 
wealthy Israelites. With that induce
ment, Pul returned to Assyria. 

Verses 21, 22. There was not much 
to say about the reign of Menahem. A 
fuller account could have been seen by 
those Interested tn those days, by read· 
ing the chrcm.icZes as explained at 1 
KI. 14: 19. 

Verses 23. 24. The long reign of 
Azariah (Uzzlah) was about ended in 
Judah. when Pekabtah began to retgn 
over Israel. He repeated the usual 
practices ot klnge In that pertod, and 
followed the enmple of Jeroboam. the 
first king ot the 10 tribes. 

Verse 25. The throne was again dl· 
verted from the tamlly line by assas
sination, a common occurrence then. 
The murderer had been In an impor
tant relation with the king, that of 
caPtain in the army. He took advan~ 
tage of his rank and slew his master. 
PaUJce means a fortress of defense tor 
the king's houae. Being engaged as 
defender of the king and the nation, 
Pekah had an easy access to the mon
arch. The two men named were accom
pliCes of Pekah, and, with the backing 
at 50 men ot the Glleadltes, dethroned 
the king. 

Verse 26. So unimportant was the 
reign of Pekahlab that nO! aet ot his 
was recorded in the in8pired record. 
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The only way of reading about him 
was by the chronicles explained at 1 
Kl. 14: 19. 

Verses 27. 28. As king Azariah was 
ending his long reign over Judah. 
Pekah began his reign over Israel. His 
reign, like that of his predecessor, 
ended with murder. 

Verse 29. The cities named were 
depopulated by the king of Assyria, 
and the inhabitants taken tOl his coun
try, which was beyond the Euphrates 
River. This Is not to be regarded as a 
national captivity; that tragedy will 
take place in the reign of the next 
king of Israel. But the Lord was 80 
displeased at the general corruption 
of the kingdom that he Buffered this 
foretaste of their trials to come upon 
them. 

Verse 30. See comments at V. 10 on 
the difl'erence between smote and Blew. 
Hoshea was the last king of Israel, or 
the kingdom of the 10 tribes, and is 
merely introduced in this verse. His 
history w1U be dropped tor the present, 
then resumed atter relating that ot 
some kings ot Judah. 

Verse 31. Nothing further of im
portance is recorded here of the reign. 
of Pekah. But a brief mention is made 
of him In 1 Chr. 6: 26, and in the na· 
tional chrcmdcle8, explained at 1 K1. 
14: 19. 

Verses 32-34_ The narrative switches 
back to the kingdom of Judah. (1 Kt. 
12: 17). The long reign of Uzziah 
(Azariah) had ended, and his son 
Jotham was on the throne. He was 
considered one of the good kings, as 
was his tather before him. His mother's 
name is given tor reasons explained 
at 1 Kt. 14: 21. 

Verse 35. For comments on hig·h 
places see 1 Ki. 3: 2. Among the good 
things Uzziah did was to build an 
elevated entrance to the house of God. 

Verse 36. Some account is given of 
Jotham in 2 Chr. 27: 7 of our Bible, 
and fUrther information was given in 
the chronicles of the nation, already 
explained often in this volume and at 
1 Ki. 14: 19. 

Verse 37. A partial punishment was 
suffered to come upon Judah from 
the king of Syria. That was the king· 
dom just north of the land of Israel. 

Verse 38. Slept with his fathers is 
explained at 1 Ki. 2: 10. Oily 01 Davia 
is also called Zion. It was the most 
important division of Jerusalem, and 
the site of the temple and other offi
cial structures. 

2 KINGS 16 
Verses 1, 2. The reign of Ahaz in 

Judah is dated from that of a king in 
Israel. See the remarks at 1 K1. 12: 17. 
His conduct was not right in the Bight 
of God, whether maD approved of it or 
Dot. David was called his father in 
the sense of an ancestor. 

Verse 3. The horrible practice of 
human sacrifice was dooe by the 
heathen, but it should have been far 
beneath men who had been instructed 
of the Lord. However, it was a 11a
biUty and actually was committed by 
them, otherwise there would not have 
been the occasion for the warning 
against it. Read Lev. 3: 21; Deut. 12: 
31; 18: 10; 2 Ki. 17: 17; 21: 6; 2 Chr. 
33: 6; Jer. 7: 31; 19: 5. 

Verse 4. See 1 Ki. 3: 2 for comments 
on high places. 

Verse 5. Sometimes one of the di
visions of the nation of Israelites 
would ally itself with a heathen nation, 
and they would attack the other di
vision. Here the king of Israel and 
the king of Syria came against Jeru: 
salem, whose king was Ahaz; their 
attempt failed because that city was 
so well fortified. 

Verse 6. Failing in the action at 
Jerusalem, the king of Syria turned 
his attention to Elath, a city that had 
become the possession of Judah under 
Azariah. (Ch. 14: 22). It was reo 
covered from the king of Judah, and 
the Jewish inhabitants were driven 
out, and their places taken by Syrians. 

Verse 7. Israel and Syria had formed 
an alliance against Judah. Now the 
latter proporsed an alliance with As
syria, against the other Jewish king
dom. 1 am thrJI servant and thy Bon 
just meant that he was willing to 
grant him great favor if he would 
help him out of his difficulty with 
Israel and Syria. 

Verse 8. Ahaz proved his proposi
tion was sincere, by taking the valu· 
abIes trom the Lord's house, and send
ing them as a "present" (Gen. 32: 13) 
to the king of Assyria. 

Verse 9. The king of Assyria re
sponded to the money inducement, and 
came against Damascus. That city 
was the capital of Syria, and by re
ducing it, the king of Judah would be 
relieved. 

Verse 10. The king of Assyria had 
done Ahaz a favor at Damascus, and 
he went to that city to greet his ally. 
While at that place ,he saw an altar. 
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It must have been erected for Idolatry. 
for the Syrians were not worshipers 
of God. Ahaz was interested in the 
style ot the altar and wished one like 
it for bis own use. Accordingly. he 
Beot a description of it to the priest 
at Jerusalem. 

Verse 11. Ahaz must have sent lIl~ 
structioDs for the priest to make a 
like altar, for he had it done by the 
time the king returned. 

Verse 12. The inspired writer is 
giving an account ot the actions ot 
Ahaz from the standpoint of history, 
not that he approved ot them. We 
were told in Va. 2, 3 that be was an 
unrighteous king, and the movements 
being described in these few verses 
are in keeping with the general de
scription of him. Like many professed 
servants of God today. Ahaz mixed 
his own devIces with the divine ar· 
rangements. 

Verse 13. The offerings named were 
all commanded 1n the law of Moses. 
The burnt offering In Lev. 1: 3; the 
d,riln k offering In Ex. 29: 40 ; and peace 
ofJering in Lev. 3: 1. While the offer· 
ings were of divine origin, the proper 
place for their devotion was also di· 
vinely stipulated. But Ahaz had already 
departed from God, 80 this corruption 
of the divine services is not sur· 
prislng. 

Verse U. The word altar occurs 
three times in this verse. The first 
and third refer to the brazen altar 
that Solomon bad made; the second Is 
the one Urijah had just made. Ahaz 
had put the neW altar in front of the 
brazen altar. so that tbe brazen one 
was between the house of the Lord anti 
the new altar. Now, Ahaz moved the 
brazen altar trom where it was. and 
placed it north of the new altar. 

Verses 15, 16. The great altar was 
the new one that had been made at 
the king's commandment. He changed 
the ordinances of God and substituted 
his own inventions. All the offerings 
mentioned were prescribed by the law. 
The ntOrnimq burn.t offering was known 
elsewhere as the "daily sacrifice," The 
meat 0 ffering was the one composed 
of grain. and described in Lev, 2. The 
brazen altar, the ODe that Solomon 
made under the blessing of God, was 
to be used only to enquir e by. That 
meant Ahu thought he could use It 
as a sort of supernatural means of 
communication with God. There was 
no authority for such a notion, and no 
evidence that It was ever recognized 
by the Lord. It was just another item 

In the long list of departures from the 
divine Bystem. · 

Verse 17. Ahaz had launched out on 
an adventure of innovations and went 
to great lengths for the purpose of 
being different. Read 1 K1. 7 for a 
description of the pieces named In this 
verse. This mutilation of the sacred 
articles was to get the materials fot' 
the king of Assyria. The sea was the 
large tank that Solomon made to con· 
tatn water. It was supported by 12 
brazen oxen. (1 Kl. 7: 25). Ahaz dis· 
carded all these valuable pieces 01 
metal and let the sea rest on a faun· 
dation of stones. 

Verse 18. Covert is from MEYCAK and 
Strong defines it. Ha porticO' (as eov· 
ered)," Young defines it. "a covered 
walk." This was an addition to the 
house ot the Lord that they Juul built, 
meaning some people of more recent 
times. There is nothing said about 
this place in the works ot Solomon. It 
could well be likened to the covered 
entrance seen today, conducting guests 
from the street to the entrance door of 
public buildings. This one was built 
tor the special use on the holy days. 
The materials used in it were turned 
over to the king of Assyria. 

Verses 19, 20, Chronicle, is the same 
as explained at 1 K1. 14 : 19, and slep t 
with. his fathe'ra has notes at 1 Kt. 2: 10. 

2 KINGS 17 
Verse 1. In the margin of many of 

our Bibles we have a. note. stating that 
Hoshea began to reign after an inter
regnum, meaning an interval. Ch. 15: 
30 states that he slew the king in the 
20th year of Jotham. The present verse 
says he began to reign in tbe 12th 
year of Ahaz. A look at the chronology 
will show a space ot 10 years. This 
fact also recalls the comments in this 
volume at Ch. 15: 30. The history ot 
Judah wJll be dropped tor a lew verses, 
to take up that ot Hoshes. in the king
dom of Israel. 

Verse 2. God always recognizes any 
merit hl his people; Hoshea was one 
of the bad kings of Israel, but not as 
bad as his predeceesors. We should 
have in mind the idea that, as far as 
spiritual outcome Is concerned, the 
Bible makes no distinction between 
big and little sins, But the Mosaic sy&
tern was both spiritual and temporal. 
It made some difference, therefore, 
that a ruler was not as bad as an
other; t he people under him would 
fare better in their nattonal 11te. 
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Verse 3. This was Shalmaneaer IV. 
according to George Rawlinson, who 
says that the Assyrian king began his 
retgn in 727 B. 0., and that he led 
several expeditions Jnto Palestine. It 
was on ODe of them that he tOTced 
Hoshea to become a tributary to As
syria; which Is meant by the words 
gave him present8. It consUtuted a 
form of political Bubjection to Assyr ia. 
with an agreement to continue the pay
ments of the "presents." 

Verse 4. Hoshea broke his covenant 
with Shalmaneser, which was indicated 
by his discontinuance of the tribute or 
"presents." As a reinforcement in his 
revolt from Assyria. Hoshea appealed 
to Egypt. but there is no evidence that 
it did him any goad. The king of As
syria took him into custody and put 
him tnto prison. 

Verse 5. Personal imprisonment of 
Rosbea was not enough to satisfy the 
king of Assyria. The reduction of the 
capital and citizens of the nation was 
planned. For that purpose a siege was 
begun about Samaria, which continued 
three years. Smith's Bible DicUonary. 
states that Shalmancser lost his crown 
to Sargon about this Ume. It Is not 
clear In history whether the former or 
the latter king of Assyria was In power 
at the close of the siege. In the ard 
verse the inspired writer states that 
Shalmaneser was the one who started 
the siege, and all history agrees with 
it. In the 6th verse the same writer 
merely states that the king of A ssyria 
came up, leaving it an open question 
which king Is meant. But since it is 
pretty definite that not more than a 
year's margin Is probable, it will be 
reasonable to attribute the following 
performances to Sargon, who had 
usurped the throne from Shalmaneser . 

Verse 6. The events of the whole 
chapter have to do with the great 
tragedy of the Assyrian capitivity, and 
the details will be discussed as we 
pass from verse to verse. But a sugges
tion will be made to those who are 
marking their Bibles. This verse may 
properly be marked, "Assyrian Cap
tivity of the 10 Tribes." Gozan is de
fined by Strong, "a province of Assyr ia." 
The river of Gozan would mean a river 
flowing in that province, and is a tribu
tary of the Euphrates, and the etties 
of Halah and Habor were on that 
stream. Media was a small power lo
cated in that general territory, and 
Borne of the Israelites were placed In 
cities there after being taken captive. 

Verses 7, 8. Reference 18 made to 

the deliverance from Egypt to call 
attent10n to theIr ingratitude. It also 
exposes the folly of turning from a 
God who can do such things, to those 
who have no power. Which they had, 
made means the things the heathen 
had practiced for religion. 

Verse 9. Nothing can be hid from 
God. When men think to hide from 
him, however, it Is accounted as bad 
as if t hey actually did so. From the 
t ower 01 the watchman. to the fenced. 
city. Small towns depended on watch
towers for protection, while the fenced 
(walled ) cities had the more extensive 
kind of protection. The phrase means 
they made these provisions for idolatry 
at all of 8uch localities. 

Verse 10. We uBually think ot a 
grove as a group of trees. But the word 
grove here means an image of some 
goddess, which they erected under the 
trees. 

Verses 11, 12. High p ba:ces is ex· 
plained at 1 Ki. 3: 2. Idolatry was 
wrong, even when instigated by the 
professed servants of GOd. What made 
it still more gr ievous to the Lord was 
the borrowing It from the heathen 
about them. 

Verse 13. The Israelites' could not 
plead Ignorance as an excuse, for the 
Lord had repeatedly warned them. 
There was not much difference between 
a prophet and a 8eer, and the words 
are used interchangeably in the Bible. 
The sHght distinction is, the latter 
may mean an inspired roan merely, 
while the former includes some au
thority. 

Verse 14. H ardened their necks 
means they became s tubborn. 

Verse 15. Statut-es means the speCific 
enactments of God, and CQ'l.l'en.aIn.t 
means an agreement or promise that 
was made, on condition or their obedi· 
ence. Testimonies means the same law 
referred to by other terms. The spedal 
idea Is that the Jaw bad been con,,: 
firmed by the oath and proof of the 
Lord. It may be expressed by saying 
it had been divinely notarized. Varnitv 
means that which Is useless, and fol· 
lowing It makes persona vain Or use
less in the s ight of God. 

Verse 16. These calves were not the 
first metalHc images the Israelites 
made, but they were the beginning of 
their practice as the kingdom of Israel. 
(1 KL 12: 28). Care must be had 
when considering grove In connection 
with idolatry. The word is from 
ASHERAH and Strong dennes it, Ash· 
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erab (or Astarte) a Pboenlclan god
dess' also an image of the same." 
Young deftnes it, "a shrine." Smith's 
Bible Dietionary says of grove, lilt Is 
also probable that there was a con
nection between this symbol or image, 
and the sacred symbolic tree. the repre
sentation of which occurs 80 frequently 
on Assyrian sculptures." The Sehatt'
Herzog Encyclopaedia says in part. 
under Grewe. and Treu, Sacred,: lOIn 
the Hebrew Old Testament there Is 
DO mention of sacred groves, tOT the 
word aD translated In tbe A. V. means 
properly an image to Asherahj but 
Bacred trees afe repeatedly mentioned. 

. . . Worship under trees was com
monty idolatrous." . Because of the 
facta named above, efoves. trees, and 
oaks are used In the Bible generally 
to reter to idolatry. when used figura
Uvely_ This Is true whetber natural 
or artldclal trees Is meant. Host 01 
Maven. means the BUD and other heav
enly bodl .. _ 

Veree 17_ 1'0. .. throuuh t·he fire I. 
explained at 2 K1. 16: 3. Dif1lm<ltl"'" 
was the same &8 witchcraft, or some 
form of trickery. Ench4ntmtmt8 was 
.imilar to divination, and meant the 
practice of magic. 8<JZa tMmseZves 
means they surrendered themselves to 
a Ufe ot evl1. TQ provoke him does not 
neceasarHy mean they did It tor that 
purpose. but that was the effect their 
evil conduct had on Him. 

Verse 18. Judah was mentioned as 
being the only tribe lett. That Is a 
comparative term, and used because It 
waa by tar a stronger trIbe than Ben
jamin. 

Verses 19. 20. Judah had Borne good 
kings which caused God to delay their 
captivity. But they were guilty. and 
walked In tbe Btatut .. wblcb Ibe 10 
tribes had made. Altogether. tbe ehU· 
dren became 80 corrupt that God suf
fered them to be oppressed by the 
foreign nations, and finally cast out 
01 hi, light, which means out ot the 
land ot Canaan, since that land repre
sented the presence at God on earth. 

VerBe 21. Iarae~ means the 10 tribes 
8.8 a separate kingdom. They were 
torn from the other two, because the 
king in Judah was rash. After being 
separated from Judah, or tbe house 
of David, the 10 tribes appointed a 
wicked man, Jeroboam, to be their 
klng_ And tbl. wicked king made 
them ,in, which means he caused them 
to .In. 

Verses 22, 23. Tbis is a summing up 
of the Bubject matter perlalnlnl 10 tbe 

Assyrian captivity and the cauaes. We 
are told that such a calamity had been 
predicted by the prophets. Un-to this 
tJ.a'V means up to the date of this 
writing, which was about 600 B. c. ac· 
cording to the Schaft-Herzog Encyclo-
paedia.. . 

Verse 24. The reader should con
sider verses 24-33 as one paragraph, In 
a general setUng. its subject to be 
named later. But we shall study the 
verses separately first The land had 
been depopulated by the captivity. and 
taken over by the Assyrian king. He 
wished the country to be occupied by 
other people of his own choosing. The 

plsces D8J1led were cities or provinces 
mostly In the Assyrian kIngdom, or 
other localities under its domination. 

Verse 25. Feared not the Lord. In 
its full sense, to fear the Lord means 
to love and respect and obey him. In 
a restricted sense, it means to respect . 
to the extent of standing In awe of the 
Lord. These newcomers did not fear 
the Lord even to that extent. In punish
ment, God sent wild beasts to destroy 
some of them. It was not to be ex
pected that these heathen would be
come a group of fully devoted servants 
under the Mosaic system. But it was 
right to expect them to re8pect the 
God of Ibe land. 

Vel'8e 26. Manner is tram HISPHAT 
which haa a wide variety of meaning. 
In the present connection ·U baa the 
force of law or requirement. It was 
one of the notions of Idolaters that 
dltterent countries and provinces had 
their own peculiar gods. These gods 
might dtfter from each otber in their 
wishes and requirements. In order to 
get along with any of these deiUes it 
was necessary to comply with their 
personal demands. It would be 1m
.possible to do that, unless one knew 
those tastes and demands. Of course 
these immigrants were not acquainted 
with the god of their newly found 
country. hence had failed to please 
him, which brought the misfortune of 
the wlId beasts. 

Verses 27, 28. It was logtcal to think 
of the priests for the purpoee sug
gested to the Assyrian king. Tbey 
were the men SUPPOsed not only to 
underatand, but to preside over the 
services glv~n to a god. Accordingly. 
one of the prIests whom they bad taken 
from Samaria. which was tbe capital, 
was returned to the land. Bethel was 
a prominent place, it being where one 
of the golden calves had been erected 
by Jeroboam. Here the priest informed 
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them as to the God of that country 
(which means, ot course, the God ot 
the Hebrews). They were told to fear 
or regard bim. 

Verse 29. Every nation has reter
ence to the various places from which 
the king of Assyria had taken people 
to occupy tbe clUes of Israel. The new
comers used these places for their 
services, but each particular group 
erected Us own kind of Idol. 

Verses 30. 31. According to the 
statements at V. 29. the severa) looa11-
ties named bere made Images accord
ing to their own personal cholco. The 
worda Hated are names ot various 
deitiea. each ot which had Bome pe
culiar form of worship. One grOup bad 
adopted that of human sacrifices. See 
2 Kl. 16: a for comments on that BUb
jee~ 

Verses 32, 33. Feared the Lord in 
the ltmlted Bense as explained at V. 25. 
In connection with that, they con
tinued their services to idols. It was 
a combination of idolatry and the ac
knowledgement of the God ot the He
brews. This i8 how the Samaritan re
ligion got started. In course at time 
some Jewish blood got mixed with the 
foreign type, 80 that the national com
plexion was at'tected thereby. Tbis is 
the place to give the name of the para
graph of verses 2'-33, promised above. 
Those who are marking their Bibles 
may title this paragraph, "Origin of 
the Samaritan Nation and Religion." 
It 1s proper to state, before considering 
the rest of the chapter, that the Sa
maritans did not always remain idola
ters. We shall quote from Prideaux's 
Connexlon, tor the year 676. "But 
they (the nations sent to replace the 
tribes of Israel) only took bim (the 
God at Israel) bereon into the number 
of their former deities and worshiped 
him jointly with the gods of the nation 
from whence they came; and in this 
corruption of joining the worship of 
their talse gods with that of the true 
they continued, till the building of the 
Samaritan temple on Mount Gerizim 
by Sanballat; but, on that occasion, 
abundance of Jews falling off to them. 
they reduced them from this idolatry 
to the worship of the true God only, 
as shan hereafter be related; and they 
have continued in the same worship 
ever since even to this day." We shall 
return from this digression to the 
&trairs of the Samaritans as treated in 
this chapter. 
-Verse 34. Unto this d.Gy means the 
date of the writing. Feared 1Wt the 

Lord, In the true sense of faithful ser
vice as described at V. 25. Statutes, 
ordinarnceB, law and commandments, 
means the requirements of the law of 
Moses. 

Verse 35. The former citizens of this 
territory bad been deported because 
they violated the covenant God made 
with them. Now the Dew citizens were 
not profiting by their exPerience, but 
doing the same as they did. 

Verse 36. This was not ssld directly 
to the Samaritans. It is cited for the 
reader, explanatory of the statement 
in the preceding verse. 

Verses 37, 38_ The warnings given 
the Israelites very speCifically pointed 
out the practices of the nations of the 
places through which they must travel. 

Verses 39, 40. The very nations 
whose Idolatry they were warned 
against. could have no power over the 
people of God, unless they proved 
unfaithful. In that ease, the Lord 
would use those heathen nations 8S 
scourges to punish his own people. 

Verse 41. T,hes6 nations means the 
idolaters brought in to take the place 
of the former citizens. They bad been 
removed because of the very practices 
now being done by the new occupants. 
It !a remarkable how \!ttl. .rreet a 
stern lesson sometimes bas. 

2 KINGS 18 
Verse 1. We have just read ot the 

captivity of Israel, with their last 
king, Hoshea. Now we are reading at 
events that happened in the third. Vear 
0/ Hoshea. This makes us recall tho 
note at 1 Ki. 12: 17. From here on to 
the end of the book we will not be 
readIng about the kingdom of Israel. 
except as an incidental reference from 
the main subject. the history of Judah. 

Verse 2. The name of this king's 
mother is given tor the reason ex· 
plalned at 1 K!. 14: 21. 

Verse 3. Hezekiah was one at tho 
good kings ot Judah. He made many 
reforms, of which we will read as we 
go on through his history. David was 
his father in the sense of being an 
important ancestor. 

Verse 4. For comments on grove, 
see 2 Kt. 17: 16. The brazen serpent 
had been made tor one purpose only, 
to look at In case of the serpent's bite. 
It was never intended as an object of 
veneration, much leS8 to be worshiped 
with the burning at Incense. That 
made an IdOl out of an object that had 
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a divine origin. and the king de
stroyed it. People are doing a like 
thing with the crOBS. It was only the 
mechanical means to an end. and when 
that was accomplished it was Dot to 
be used as an object of veneraUon. 
Thus, when a cross Is erected on a 
church buUdlng or grave stone. or Is 
worD as a 'charm about one's person, 
it becomes an Idol . . The references to 
the cross of Christ 1n the N. T. mean 
the scenes ot the cross, not the literal 
object of wood. Nehustan is from a 
word that StroDg defines, "something 
made of copper." The idea is, the ser
pent had no inherent qualities to cure 
disease. Only when God was using 
it for the purpose could any benefit 
come from it. After that it was still 
the meta} it was while in t11e earth, 
and not someth1ng that was entitled 
to be worshiped. 

Verse 5. None ~ike him is not the 
same as saying there was none as good 
or as great or as useful. Josiah was a 
great and good king and did wonders 
in the way at retonn. But even at 
that. he was not like Hezeklah. It 
means he had individual characteris
tics In his service to God unlike those 
of any others. 

Verses 6-8. A part at: this is pros
pective, for we have not as yet read 
about his opposition to Assyria. Fran!. 
the tower of the 'U,utchmen to the 
fenced cUy is explained at Ch. 17: 9. 

Verses 9-12. This passage Is the same 
as Ch. , 17: 8-7. Its 'use in this place is 
to account for the actions of the As
syrians soon to be related. Their suc
cess against the 10 tribes encouraged 
them to try their fortunes against the 
2 tribes. 

Verse 13. Urged on by the success 
against the kingdom of Israel, the 
Assyrian king Sennacherib conducted 
an expedition against the kingdom of 
Judah. He took the fenced (walled) 
eities.. "mong which was Lachish, 
Where be pitched his camp. 

Verse 14. 1 have o1!ended could not 
-meaB an ackl).owledgement ot any 
wrongdoing, tor Hezekiah had not 
oommitted 8JlY. That is, ue had not 
done wrong morally, nor gone beyond 
JJ.ts rights as a king, although the 
llriginal word CQuid mean that some
times. It 1s CHATA and Strong defines 
it, "a primitive root; properly to miss; 
hence (figurattvely and generally) to 
sin; by Influence to tortelt, lack, ex
piate, repent, (causatively) lead as
tray, condemn." From the connection, 
lIJld witb tl1.e definition fQr our author· 

ity, the meaning Is that Hezekiah ad
mitted he was the loser. He had made 
a military miscalculation, and was 
ready to pay whatever the king of 
Assyria demanded. The amount set 
was 124,000 pounds of sliver, and 174 
pounds at gold, aceordlng to Motratt. 

Verses 15, 16. Part ot this precious 
metal had been added to the bunding 
by Hezekiah. and now is used by him 
in remittlng the fine Imposed by the 
Assyrian king. It was a diplomatic 
move, and obtained a brief lull in dIs
turbances from Sennacherlb. 

Verse 17. Some little time had 
elapsed since the events of the pre
vious verse. The Assyrian king had 
maintained a post at Lachlsh, and tram 
that place sent his officers to Jeru
salem to demand the surrender of the 
city. In the meantime Hezekiah had 
formed an alliance with Egypt, accord
ing to the Scha.1'!·Herzog Encyclopaedia, 
which w11l be quoted: "But Sennach· 
erib demanded more than this [the 
fine ot silver and gold] trom the 
Judean king. He had taken up his 
position at Lachish with the expecta
tion or a battle against a most formid
able enemy. Egypt. which had jO'ined 
the league against Assyria, and whose 
army, although too late to protect most 
or its allies, was on the way to meet 
Sennacherlb." - ArtiCle, Senmacherib. 
The conduit was a watercourse to bring 
water trom a pool that Hezekiah had 
built tor the service at the city; it is 
mentioned in Ch. 20: 20. The tuller's 
field was a place used to do various 
kinds of washing, which would be sup· 
plied by this ' conduit. This spot was 
chosen by Sennacherib's men because 
it was in speaking distance from the 
wall to Jerusalem. 

Verse 18. Ella.kim was a good man, 
and had charge ot the ktng's house
hold atrairs. The two other men were 
part ot the "office force" of the king. 
This trio came out to represent their 
master in the conversations. 

Verses 19·21. Rabshakeh was the 
chiet butler to the king, and was 
speaker for the group representing 
him In the conversation. Stat! 01 this 
bruised. reed was a figure, intended to 
describe the uselessness of the alli
ance with Egypt. This all1ance was 
recorded and explained at V. 17. The 
substance of the 8peech was to the 
etrect that Hezeklah was foolish to 
think he was strong enough to resist 
the great king at Assyria. 

Verse 22. Rabshakeh make a false 
~ccusation a~alJl8t liezekJap,. 'J'he hiph, 
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place, and- altar, which he destroyed 
were not of God, but institutions op
posed to God. History repeats itselt, 
and today if a man OPDoses the relig
ious institutions ot men, he will be 
accused or opposing the work of God. 

Verse 23. Ali an insulting statement, 
Rabshakeh offered to furnh'lh Hezeklah 
BOrne help if he cared to risk his for
tunes In a battle. He otl'ered to furnish 
2000 borses, and then Impudently Inti
mated that he could not mustcr that 
many riders. And he also showed his 
contempt tor Hezekiah by requiring 
pledges that due treatmentwQuld be 
given the horses while in the posses
sion of the Jews, 

Verse 24. Rabshakeh took it tor 
granted that Hezeklah could not tur
nish that many riders. In that case, 
how could he hope to tum au;'Gy or 
repulse even the weakest of Sennach· 
erib's men, by trusting in Egypt? 

Verse 25. It was known that the 
Lord sometimes used foreign nations 
to chastise his own people. He had 
recenUy done so against the 10 tribes. 
But the claim was false in this in
stance, tor the expedition faUed. and 
the Lord's plans do not. fail. 

Verse 26. Eliak.lm did not wish hi,S 
Jewish brethren who were listening, 
to be d tscouraged by the theratenlng 
words of Rabshakeh. They knew that 
God did occasionally help foreigners 
against them, and perhaps this was 
one of those occasions. EUaklm be
lieved be and his associates could en· 
dure the insults of Rabshakeh, but the 
others might not. For that reason he 
requested him to use his native tongue. 
since it could be understood by the 
three representing Hezektah. 

Verse 27. The language at Rab
shakeh was vile in view of a more 
modern translation. But the meaning 
that he had was significant at a siege. 
It was a threat that if they did Dot 
surrender to Assyria, the siege would 
be prolonged until all rations would 
be cut off. In that state of want, they 
would be forced to eat and drink the 
discharges from their own bodies. 

Verses 28, 29. In a spirit at spite, 
Rabshakeh took particular pains to 
have the men on the wall hear bim. 
He used a loua. voice and spoke in the 
Jews' language. He tried to instigate 
a rebelUous attitude against their king. 
They were warned that Hezeklah would 
not be able to deliver them tram the 
Assyrian king. 

Verse 30. Rabshakeh knew the Jews 

relied on the Lord for belI', and he 
was rash enough to declare to these 
l1&tening to him that their Lord would 
Dot deUver them. 

Verses 31, 32. The next move of Rab
shakeh was an offer of a bribe. If tbe 
people would desert to the king at As.
syria, and come outside to him, they 
would immediately be BUPlllied with 
the good things ot Ufe. That would 
continue throughout the siege, then 
they would be conducted kindb to the 
land of Assyria.. That land would be 
as good as the one they were leaving, 
with an abundance of provisi0!Il8. 

Verses 33·35. As proof tha.t no god 
can rescue a people from the hand at 
Assyria, Rabshakeh cited the captivity 
of tbe 10 tribes, that the gods whom 
they bad served, and because ot which 
the Assyrians had been brought against 
them, could not deliver them. He 
either did not know, or did not care 
to admit, that the God of the Hebrews 
was behind that action of the As
syrians, whUe he was not behind the 
present one. 

Verse 36. Nothing the :D6ople could 
have said would have satisfied a vUe 
character like Rabshakeh. Another 
thing, the king already had men depu
tized to speak tor him, hence he had 
before Instructed the unoftlcial _ people 
to attempt no speecb. 

Verse 37. Eltakim and his associates 
were much overcome by the tirade of 
Rabshakeh, and indicated it by rend
ing their clothes, which was a custom 
in olden Urnes when ono ,was in griet 
or contusion. They reported their in
terview to their chief. 

2 KINGS 19 
Verse 1, 2. Hezeklah was much dis

tressed by the report of his men. It 
was natural tor him to go into the 
temple at such a time, fo r that was 
where the Lord's presence seemed to 
be the most vividly portrayed. He then 
decided to appeal to I saiah the prophet 
for instruction and comfort. This is 
the first mention of this prophet, who 
was one ot those who, wrote as well as 
spoke prollhecy. The provhets and 
priests were the pubUc men emp-Ioyed 
by the Lord to communicate any spe
Cial message to bis people. (Heb. 1 : 1). 
These representatives at Hezekiah ar· 
ranged their appearance properly to 
indicate 9Jlxiety and distress, and went 
to the man of God. 

Verse 3. This -language Is figurative, 
of course. A woman's time comes tor 
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the birth of her ch!ld. Her labor pains 
are caJUng for reUet, but she does not 
have the strength to expel the chUd 
without heip. So tbe kingdom ot tbe 
Lord's inheritance Is In pain trom 
trouble, but wtU ha.ve to have help to 
overcome it. 

Verses 4, 6. E11akim and his asso
ciates explained tbeir figure of speech, 
and asked Isaiah to make his prayer 
to God on tbeir bebalt. 

Verse 6. Isaiah did not claim any 
personal wisdom, but reported what 
God said. He a180 comforted them. by 
assuring that they need not be afraid 
of the king of ASByria. 

Verse 7. lulah specified his promise 
by saying the Lord would help Urero. 
The Assyrian king would be kept from 
attacking Jerusalem by a miraculous 
impression from God. Something will 
"rumor" to him that be would better 
look after his interests at home. In 
the meantime, however, he wlll be en· 
gaged In war with other forces. That 
wlll not keep him from his bitterness 
against Hezeklab, and even whUe busy 
with his affairs of war, will make more 
efforts to irritate him. which will be 
discussed below. 

VerBee 8. Tbla meant that Rab
ahakeh returned to Sennacherib at 
Libnab, having learned that he had 
lett LacbiBb. 

Verae 9. There are four pronouns in 
this verse that might confuse the 
reader; he, he, thee. and he. The sec
ond refers to Tirhakah. the others to 
Sennacberib. When the Assyrian king 
heard tljat tbe Ethiopian king, Tir
hakah, was coming against him. he 
was goaded into some more agitation 
against Hezekiab. 

Verse 10. Sennacherib sent his mes
sengere to Hezekiah to intimidate him 
into submission, with a possible alli
ance against the common foe. He 
warned him not to trust his God to 
protect the elty ot Jerusalem from 
capture. 

Verses 11·13. Senna.cherib tried the 
same boasting that his servant Rab
shakeh had. He referred to the success 
of the AB8yrlan arms against the 10 
tribes and other kingdoms, and that 
In spite ot all the gods. He also made 
the mistake ot likening a case where 
God was the real force, to one where 
the motive was against God.. The mes
sengers sent by !ennacherib were 
vested with a written communication, 
which they dellvered to Hezekiah. 

Verse 14. When tbe king of Judab 

received the letter sent from Sennach
erib, be did the same as when Rab
shakeb made his defiant speech. He 
went into the house of God and spread 
the letter before the Lord. 

Verses 15-19. Dwellu t between. the 
ch.erubim&. This Is a reterence to the 
creatures Moses made for the mercy
aeat over the ark. (Ex. 25: 18·22). It 
was in the most holy place, and the 
high priest went there on one day ot 
each year to converse with the Lord. 
Open, Lord, thme eve,. Strictly speak
ing, the Lord never closes hIs eyes. 
The word is from PAQACH and one 
definition is, "be observant." Hezekiah 
is reverently askIng the Lord to take 
notice of them in theIr distress over 
the Assyrian king. The finest motive 
Hezekiah expressed for his prayer is, 
that all kingdoms may know that God 
is the only one. Such despots as 
Sennacherlb had destroyed the gods of 
the nations they attacked. If he, in 
turn. Is overcome by the God of Israel. 
then his supremacy over all other gods 
wlll be demonstrated. 

Verse 20. Isaiah was an inspired 
man. God intormed him of the prayer 
of Hez.ekiah and told him how to 
answer. He directed him to give an
swer In a message. tor It says he .tent 
to Rezekiah, which reminds us again 
ot Heb. 1: 1. 

Verse 21. This , is the beginning of' 
the message Isaiah sent to H ezekiah, 
which wtll tnclude a goodly number 
of verses. Virgin is tram BETHUWLAH 
and Strong defines tt, "femInine past 
part. of an unused root meaning to 
separate; a virgin (trom her privacy); 
sometimes (by continuation) a bride; 
also (figuratively) a City or state." 
Daughter Is from a word meaning any 
relation, either by blood or other tie. 
Jerusalem was separated to God, and 
the capital of the state composed of 
hIs people. Him and thee means Sen
nacherib. the king of Assyria, and the 
man who has caused the condition of 
distress and threatening. Deapued 
means to belittle the actual power ot 
the enemy; .1Wken. her head has the 
same significance. The past tense tn 
hath is character istic at inspired 
prophecy. With God, everytbing io an 
absolute "now," and he can speak of 
the futUre events 8.8 it they were al
ready taking place. or even had done 
so. God knew wbat Sennacherib was 
plann1ng on doing. and inspired Isaiah 
with information. 

Verse 22. The prophet is represented 
as speaking to Sennacherib, and charg-
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ing him with otrense against God. Not 
speaking directly to him; but since 
God can read all minds, be 18 reading 
that of this boastfu1 king. The making 
known ot this state o-f Senna.cherlb's 
mind. and God's attitude toward It, Is 
for the encouragement of Hezek1ah 
and his people. The potnt ts, that In 
using this attitude against Hezekiah 
and Jerusalem, it is accounted as 
against the HO/II One 0' Iarael. 

Verse 23. The verse starts with the 
same thoughts described in the pre
ceding one. The rest of the verse re
gards the boastfUl claims of the As
syrian king, how he proposed to oc
cupy the choice places of the land 
within hIs siege. 

Verse 24. Strange means "outside," 
and Sennacherlb boasted (to himself) 
that be would use the waters of an
other land. Furthermore. be would 
stop the uee or such waters that were 
not desired for his own use. 

Verse 25. At this point God acts as 
if he would interrupt the boastings In 
the mind of Sennacherib, to remind 
him of certain facts. He asks the As
yrlan king if be had not long known 
that <I} have done it." meaning that 
the very thtngs he threatened to de
.stroy were the work of GOd. The last 
part of the verse means that God 
would be the one to consider when he 
thought about dotng such havoc. 

Verse 26. Therefore and the rest of 
the verse means that if Sennachertb 
carries out his boasts, to Bubdue the 
inhabitants In the way figuratively de
scribed, it will be in spite of the same 
God mentioned in the preceding verse. 

Verse 27. From bere on to the end 
of V. S4, (which by the way Is the 
end of the message to Hezeklab), God 
Is represented as speaking to Sennach
erib about his boasting. We do not 
know that the king of AssYria ever 
actually saw this message; it was so 
worded for the encouragement of Heze
kiah. God asserts that be knows all 
about the king and his raging against 
the people of the Lord'. kingdom. 

Verse 28. The original for hook is 
defined In the lexicon. "& ring for the 
nose (or lips)." Bridle II!! from a word 
that means to curb with a bit. The 
passage is a figurative description of 
the hum111aUng degree to which the 
proud Assyrian monarch would be 
brought. In his retreat to his own 
country. 

Verse 29. Some specific proof of 
divine loreslght I. otten given lor tho 

benefit of God's people. Wh!1e the pas· 
age is still represented as a warntng 
to Sennacberib. its purpose Is to en
courage Israel. They are In stege and 
distress, and not free to go about their 
usual pursuits. Not that a material 
siege had been thrown around the city 
as yet. Sennacherlb was away, en
gaged. tn war with other combatants. 
But the state of fear and uncertainty, 
caused by the overawing war clouds 
in the Dot too dlstan t fields, had the 
etreet at making the people hesitant 
and suspicious. They are assured that 
they may find subsistence from the 
voluntary fruits of the land for two 
years. after that they wt11 teel tree 
to engage In the cultivation or their 
land. 

Verses 80, 31. It Is so near. com· 
paratively. to the captivity of the king
dom of Judah. that the prophet goes 
even beyond It to give a few words of 
encouragement to the people now in 
dlstreSl!l. 

Verse 82. Returning to the subject 
Immediately at hand. Isaiah declares 
that Sennacherlb will not approach 
Jerusalem. not even near enough to 
shoot an arrow. 

Verse 38. By the way, etc. It an 
army travels on a new highway. it 
might not be known whether the leader 
was sUll moving In his original plan. 
It he is on the same road on which be 
arrived at the given camp, but going 
In the opposite direction, it would be 
evidence of a retreat, which means 
defeat. 

Verse 34. A double maUve prompted 
God to defend Jerusalem. His own 
honor was Involved, also that of the 
great king David. 

Verse 35. Irreverent or frivolous 
critics think there is something to 
laugh at in thts verse. It they were 
aU dead. they ask. how could they 
arise? For one thing, the vronoun 
they occurs twice; once for the ones 
smitten. the other for the ones living. 
The word tor Imote Js NAKA.H, and 
Strong defines It. "a primitive root; to 
strike (lightly or severely. Uterally or 
figuratively." So a person could be 
smitten and not killed, and It would be 
proper Information to add the ones 
smItten were dead. Another criticism 
Is that the word dead Is unnecessary. 
since the word corpse tells that. The 
critic again exposes his lack ot infor
mation. At the time the A. V. was 
composed. the word meant "8, human 
or animal body. whether living or 
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dead," 'according to Webster. Hence, a 
corpse does not always mean ODe dead. 
Moffatt's translation gives us. "they 
were aU found to be dead corpses in 
the morning." The R. V. words It 
"and when men arose early i.n th~ 
morning, behold. they were aU dead 
bodies." 

Verse 3S. The foregoing event was 
the blast predicted in V. 7. With such 
a stroke or misfortune to his army. 
Sennacherlb was induced to give up 
all bis malicious designs against Jeru~ 
salem, and return to Nineveh, the 
capital of hIs ,kingdom. He never again 
attempted anything against Palestine. 
but history gives accounts of many 
important campaigns eleBwhere. 

Verse 37. About 20 years, after his 
return from the attempt against Jeru
salem, Sennacherlb met a violent death, 
and that by assassination at the hands 
of his sons. This fulfilled another 
prediction made by Isaiah in V. 7. 
Se<:ular history does not give us any 
information on this affair, as to the 
motive of the murder. But we know 
it was not thirst for power, for the 
murderers escaped to Armenia, other
wise called Ararat, and another brother 
took the throne. 

2 KINGS 20 
Verse 1. Sick unto tieatln means he 

was sick enough to die, and would do 
so unless some miraculous intervention 
occurred. Set 't1Mne M1UJe in order 
means for bim to arrange his house
hold affairs as be wants them to be 
conducted atter his death. 

Verse 2. TurnecZ iMg la,ce to the 
wall. Hezekiah was seriously ill, and 
not able to leave his bed for a season 
of prayer. He wished to have the 
privacy at secret prayer; and could 
have it only by turning his face -toward 
the wall. 

Verse 3. Walk in truth means to 
walk according to the truth at God. 
With a perfect ·heart means with all 
the heart. Tbe word perfect always 
takes the definition "complete." To do 
something with all the heart is the 
same as doing it with a perfect" heart. 
Hezekiah offered a scriptural reason 
for expecting the favor of God. It was 
not that he was wiser or more neces
sary to God than other servants, but 
he had served God truly. That Is the 
teaching of the whole Bible. God does 
not depend on human assistance in 
carrying out his plans, for he is the 
All-powerful :Ono. But he is· pleased 

to have the faithful cooperation of-his 
children. 

Verse 4. Court 15 from a word that 
means "city." " Isaiah had scarcely 
reached the center of the city when 
the Lord stopped him. 

Verse 5. God sometimes spoke di· 
rectly to his servants, but more often 
he did so through the prophets. (Heb. 
1: 1). Hezeklah was called the ca.ptain 
of my peQple because he was the king 
of Judah. The specific promise was 
made that the recovery would come to 
a climax on the third day. 

Verse 6. From this verse it seems 
that Hezeklah's sickness occurred in 
course of the disturbances from As~ 
syria; the exact date Is not clear. At 
any rate, God assured him of 15 years 
more of Ute, and of the full relief from 
the threatening of Assyria. 

Verse 7. Strong defines the boil as 
an inflammatory ulccr. There are some 
medical qual1ties In tlgs. 'Yet they alone 
would not cure a malignant infection. 
This is another jnstance where the 
Lord combined human and superhuman 
meaDS In effecting a result. See com
ments at 2 Kt. 2: 8. 

Verse 8. The preceding verse covers 
the three-day period, from the applica
tion of the figs to the recovery. That 
style of writing Is common to the 
various instances in the Bible. This 
verse goes back to the first at the con
versation to relate some detalle. Heze
kiah was not the first person who de
sired and received Borne miraculous 
evidence that a prophecy would be ful· 
filled. One instance only will be cited. 
that or Gideon in Judge. 6: 36·40. 

Verse 9. The shadow was on an in
strument made by king Ahaz, and used 
to indicate the time of day. It is ren
dered "dial" In the A. v .. but the mar
ginal reading Is "degrees," which is 
correct. It Is from MAALAH, and Strong 
defines It, "elevatioD. 1. e. the act (Hter
aUy a journey to a. higher place, figura
tively a superior slation); "speclftcally 
a climactic progresa." It has been trans
lated in the A. V. by stair. etep, story 
and other words. The definition is 
simpl1Hed in Smith's Bible Dicttonary 
which I quote: "Dial. An instrument 
for showing the time of day from the 
shadow of a style or gnomon on a 
graduated arc or surface;" rendered 
"steps" in A. V., Ex. 20: 26; 1 Kt. 10: 
19, and "degrees" in 2 KI. 20: 9, 10, 11; 
Isa. 38: 8, where, to give a consistent 
rendering we sbould read with the 
margin the "degrees" rather than the 
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"dial" of Ahaz. It is probable that the 
dial of Ahaz was really a series ot 
steps or Btairs, and that the shadow 
(perhaps of some column or obelisk on 
the top) fell on a greater or smaller 
number of them aecordlng 8S the Bun 
was low or high. The terrace of a 
palace might easily be thus orna
mented." Article, Dial. The reason 
the King James translators used "dial" 
was the use of the modern instrument 
which Is actually a. dial, and used for 
the same purpose 8S the steps of Ahaz. 
Hezekiah asked for a eign and Isaiah 
suggested one with the dial. For the 
shadow to go suddenly in either di· 
rection would require a miracle, yet 
the king was told to suggest which 
direction. 

Verse 10. Light thim{} means j'easy," 
Hezekiah used the word in a com
parative sense, not that it would not 
be a miracle either way. For the 
shadow to go down would indicate the 
hastening onward of time. The going 
backward would be the retracing ot 
time, which Hezekiah thought would 
be the greater miracJe. and chose that 
evidence. 

Verse 11. In answer to the prayer ot 
Isaiah, the shadow went back 10 steps 
or degrees. There was no logical rela· 
tion between the 10 degrees and the 15 
years to be added to the Ilfe of Heze· 
kiah. He had been promised that much 
more of Ufe, and this movement of 
the shadow was miraculous assurance 
of its fulfillment. 

Verse 12. The events of this verse 
occurred after the recovery of Heze
kiah. 2 Chr. 32: 31 gives us the addi
tional information that the king of 
Babylon sent to Hezekiah to inquire 
about the miracle of the shadow, of 
which he had heard. He also professed 
to congratulate him on his recovery. 
The present was a bid tor diplomatic 
a11lanee. See comments at Gen. 32: 13 
on the word. Consistent with the prin
ciple of the al1iance. a request was 
made to see the building of God, with 
the treasures therein. 

Verse 13. Hea.rkened. means he 
granted the request of the ambassadors 
of the king of Babylon. He shewed 
them. an ,the houBe means he shewed 
them all through the house. · In other 
words, he held a sort of "open house" 
tor them, so that they obtained in
formation of the desirability' of the 
place. Doubtless, Hezekiah had the 
best of intentions, but the king of 
Babylon , turned the courtesy unto his 
own favor. 

Verses 14, 16. Again the prophet 
Isaiah enters the scene, and is told 
of the visIt of the men from Babylon. 
He is not hesitant nor evasive In his 
statement, for be Is not conscious at 
having done anything wrong. At that 
time Babylon had not risen to the 
power it was destined to reach, and 
no intimation of the danger that might 
come from such a source could have 
been apparent to an uninspired man. 

Verse 16. Word of the Lord shows 
the significance of the work of a 
prophet. As a man, Isaiah might not 
have been any wiser than others, but 
when speaking for God, It was the 
same as it spoken directly by the Lord. 
See Heb. 1: 1. 

Verse 17. TIne ctaY8 con~e is a proph· 
ecy. meaning the days will come. The 
immediate calamity of predicted things 
was the taking ot the valuables that 
had been jU8t shown to the men from 
Babylon. 

Verse 18. However, a graver fate 
was coming to Hezekiah than the 1088 
of his collected articles. His descen
dants were to be taken to the country 
from whl-ch these men had come, who 
just saw the precious things. They 
not only were to be taken away from 
their native land, but would be forced 
to serve as e~uch8 In the palace. The 
word means primarily one not pos
sessed of manhood, and thus a desir
able person to be a servant about the 
bed-chambers. It came to be used with 
reference to the personal attendants 
at kings and queens nnd other digni· 
taries. 

Verse 19. It is dlfflcult to understand 
the frame of mind whIch 'Hezekiah ex
hibited. The cold idea that bis sons, 
and not he, were to see the predicted 
misfortune, gave him comfort. The 
most reasonable commendation one 
can offer is that his flesh and blood 
was not as important in his estimation 
as the Q.uietude of the kingdom. 

Verse 20. Tbe pool Is mentioned in 
Cb. 18: 17 and Neb. 2: H. See the com· 
ments at tbe former place. OhrcmicleB 
is explained at 1 Kl. 14: 19. 

Verse 21. Slept with ·kif fa.thers is 
explained at 1 Ki. 2: 10. 

2 KINGS 21 
Verses 1, 2. See 1 Ki. 14: 21 on rea

son for mention of m.other. Manasseh 
began to reign at the age of 12 years. 
We would bardly think : of a lad at 
that age doing very many things on 
his own responalb1l1tr. ' It ,was t~~ rule 
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tor young kings to reign through the 
priest. (Ch. 12 : 2). Manaaseh's reign 
was 55 years long, and the account ot 
his activities given here does not tell 
U8 at wbat year he began the evil 
works described. 

Verse 3. The high pklces are de· 
scribed at 1 Ki. 3: 2. They were not 
88 bad as some other institutions of 
those times. yet they were objection· 
able. King Hczekiah had destroyed 
the"m, but now his son rebuilt them. 
Baal was the supreme male false god 
ot the people of Canaan, and altars 
raised tor him were used for burnt 
sacrl.tlces, It was the most prominent 
form of idolatrous worship, to offer 
sacrifices to Baal. For information 
concerning the groves Bee at 2 Kt. 
17: 16. Host of hea.ven means the sun 
and other heavenly bodies, that were 
worshipped by idolaters. 

Verse 4. The house of the Lord was 
in Jerusalem. So the objection was 
not that Manasseh bullt altars in the 
M-ue 01 the Lord, for that would have 
been the proper pJace for them, had it 
been right to have them. The point Is 
that be bunt altars In the place where 
the Lord said he would put his name. 
It was the substitutlng the altars for 
the name of God that was condemned. 

Verse 6. These altars were for sacri
flces to the sun and other heavenly 
bodies. The two courts were the inner 
court (1 K1. 6 : 86) and the great court 
(1 KI. 7: 12) tbat Solomon had made. 

Verse 6. Pasa through the fire is 
explaIned at 2 KI. 16: 3. Observed 
times. The second word is not in the 
original. The first IB trom ANAN, and 
Strong defines it. "to cloud over; figu
ratively to act covertly. 1. e. practice 
magic." Use enchantments Is similar 
to the preceding practice, but has 
special reference to pretended abili ty 
to make predictions. FamUiar BPirits. 
The first does not appear in the origi
nal M a separate word. The second IB 
from a Hebrew word of Bomewhat In
definite meaning, but general1y refers 
to persons claiming some Buperhuman 
knowledge. Wi.arc! bas practically 
the same meaning aB spirits above. 
The practices at ManaBseh provoked 
tbe Lord to anger, BO that he threat
ened to bring shame upon him and 
his people. 

Verse 7. The wordB my name form 
the central thought ot this verse. See 
comments at V. 4. A graven image IB 
one carved out by hand, in the form 
of the idolatrou8 groves already ex
plaIned at Cb. 17: 16. 

Verse 8. This is a statement of the 
Lord, which was begun In the preced
ing verse, beginning with the words, 
said to David. The Lord Is repeating 
hlB promise to maintain his people In 
the land, but on condition they keep 
his commandments. 

Verse 9. This 18 the writer of this 
history. making comments on the con
duct of Manasseh and the people under 
him. 

VerBes 10. 11. Isaiah and other 
prophets of his day were Inspired to 
give the warnings tram God, over the 
corrupt practices of the people of 
Judah. The AmoriteB are referred to 
because they represented the most cor
rupt type of idolaterB. 

Verse 12. The form of language IB 
present tense, but It Is prophecy, for 
the thingB threatened did not corne to 
paBS for Borne years. Tingle meanB to 
"redden with shame" at the humtUa
ting punishment that would be put 
upon them. 

Verse 13. Upride doum IB merely 
an indifferent Incident It one were 
only conBldering the manual act of 
drying a dish and then putUng it on 
a table with the tace downward. But 
In using It as an 11lustration, tt means 
that as a disb turned upBlde down 
would be empty. so the Lord will 
empty Jerusalem ot its people. 

Verse 14. The inherttance means 
the people whom the Lord Inherited 
trom the fatbers, and whom he had 
made Into a nation. Because of their 
wickedness, they were threatened with 
desertion. 

Verse 15. The slnfulneBs of the 
people dated from the time they left 
Egypt. The fathe'r, Is a term used 
variously; In the present connection It 
applies to the heads ot the families in 
all of the tribes. 

Verse 16. Innocent blood meanB the 
blood of personB wbo were righteous 
as far as bloodshed was concerned. If 
a man commits a crt me that deserves 
capital punishment, the shedding of 
hlB blood iB not innocent blood. (Gen. 
9: 6). Beside his sin bas reference to 
his leading the people Into Idolatry. 

Verse 17. Ohronicle8. See 1 Kl. 14: 
19. In addltlon to the chronicles men· 
tioned above, see the account In the 
BIble In 2 Chr. 33: 11-19. 

VerBe 18. Slept mtlt. hi, fa:t,hera Is 
commented upon at 1 K1. 2: 10. Man
aBseh was not buried In the sepulchre 
of the other klnls. The garden of Uzza 
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was a aomewhat private burial place 
near the palace ot the king. 

Verse 20. Again it is stated the king 
did evi! 1m the .lgM of the Lord-. Re
gardless of how a thing may seem to 
man, the thing that counts 18 what 
the Lord thinks. 

Verses 21. 22. Amon not only for
sook the Lord, but took up the wor
Ship 01 Idola. It Is bad enough to be
come inactive as to the service one 
owes to the Master. Mere neglect wlll 
condemn In the end. (Heb. 2: 3). But 
to add the sin of talse religion Is sUll 
more grievous. Amon served the Idols 
bis father served. It was no mOfe sin 
to serve those idols than any others. 
The point Is the thought of his father 's 
responsibility. By setting the example 
of heathen worship, he lett a trail on 
which his descendants and others were 
encouraged to travel. 

Verses 23. 24: This- passage ·fur
nishes a concrete case, showing both 
kinds of bloodshed, guilty and Inno
cent. Amon was an unrighteous man, 
yet he was the lawtul king and the 
act of slaying him was murder, or tbe 
shedding of Innocent blood. When the 
people slew the murderers ot Amon It 
was lawtul, tor they were not shedding 
Innocent blood. It was an act at law
ful execution, and in harmony with 
Gen. 9: 6. 

Verses 25, 26. Ch,ronicles agaIn calls 
tor the comments at 1 Kl U: 19. The 
sepulchre where Aruon was bur ted was 
called hi' because It bad been that ot 
his father, and he Inherited It. 

2 KINGS 22 
Verse 1. The reign of JOSiah is said 

to have begun when he was eight 
years old. This is to be understood in 
the same light as the reigns of JehoBsh 
(Ch. 12: 2) and ManasBeh (Ch. 21: I, 
2). The reign of Josiah waa one of the 
good ones, and would include the years 
he was guided by the priest. 

Verse 2. The kingdom of Judah had 
a few load kings, and some were 
better than others. Josiah was one ot 
the best, and emphasis Is put on hts 
case by the wordIng of this verse. He 
did what was right in the right 01 t·he 
Lora which was the prime motive of 
his Ufe. Walked in the way 'of Davi a, 
which means he imitated the ways of 
an outstanding man of God. TUf'Inoed 
not Is significant, because it is not 
enough to do the right thing part of 
the time only, It Is deSired that a 
servant of God continue doing the 

right thing, which will not leave him 
any Ume or energy for "side trips" 
from the strait path of duty and right
eousness. 

Verse 3. Comparing 2 Chr. 34 ; 8, we 
learn the 18th year means that of his 
reign, and when he was 26 yeare old. 
Josiah was acting on his own respon
sibility, giving Instructions to the 
priest. instead of taking them from 
him. Scribe Is from CAPHAB and de
fined by Strong, UA primitive root; 
properly to Bcore with a mark as a 
tally or record, 1. e. (by implication) 
to inscribe, and also to enumerate; In· 
tensively to recount, 1. e. celebrate." 
The primary meaning ot the word Is 
given In the lexicon's definition. It 
aCQuired various shades of meaning at 
dlt1'erent ages, depending on the par
ticular time, and the class of service 
employed. In the caae at hand It had 
the meaning of a king's personal secre
tary. He was sent to the house of God 
on a mission at inquiry on behalf of 
the king. 

VersB oi. Money was taken in from 
the people by the priest. Some ot Jt 
was voluntary as a gift to the treasury 
(Lk. 21: 1-4), and other amounts came 
In through the tithing system of the 
law. Josiah directed that an Inventory 
be taken of the sUver. 

Verse 5. Atter the amount of sUver 
had been noted, it was to be put Into 
the hands of the overseers of the work. 
They were then to give it to the men 
doing the work being planned. Breaches 
is from BEDEQ and defined, Us gap or 
leak (In a butlding or a ship)." Any 
klnd at a structure wUl need repairs 
from Ume to time, the temple at God 
not excepted. The money In the trea
sury of the Lord would very DrOperly 
be used to repair the house of the Lord. 

Verse 6. Ditrerent classes of work
men are named, which shows a sys
temattc plan of work. Each man to be 
assigned to the particular task for 
which be i8 fitted, la In keeping not 
only with good human judgment, but 
with the prinCiple of God's deallnga 
with man. 

Verse 7. No reckoning means they 
were not checked. Their record of 
honesty had been made and the reckon
ing was not necessary. However, we 
observe that the money had been In 
the hands of two classes of men, the 
priest and the toremen, before it W88 

In those at the workmen. That would 
be suflictent sateguard against uninten· 
tional error. It would ~ also a prote<> 
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tfon for eacb 1')arty in case Borne dis
crepancy should be suggested. The 
wbole arrangement points to Rom. 12: 
17 and 2 Cor. 8: 18·21. 

Verse 8. See the comments at Dent. 
31: 24-26 regarding the location of this 
book. Had it been on the inside ot the 
ark, which the sabbatarians claim was 
a more important place, it Is doubtful 
whether the priest would have found 
It. Had he not found it, the great re
formatory work of Josiah might not 
have been done. Hence. i1 any valid 
argument is to be based on the par
ticular place where this "ceremonial" 
book was kept. it was morc important 
than the decalogue, for it led to a 
great reformation. An imagtnary diffi
culty may appear to the reader. The 
high priest was to enter the most holy 
place, where the ark and the book 
were originally placed, on one day only 
of each year; what business did he 
have in there at this time? But the 
text should be read more carefully. 
whIch says the book was found V1&. the 
house 01 the Lora. That would not 
necessarily be in the most holy place. 
Many changes had taken place since 
Moses put this book in the side of the 
ark. The Philistines had the sacred 
piece for a. whUe, then it was in vari· 
ous other hands before it was taken 
by David and housed in a tent pitched 
specially for it. After hIs death, and 
Solomon had bunt the temple, with its 
many rooms and other detailS, the ark 
was finally put into the most holy 
place. It would be unreasonable to 
suppose that the book was kept in that 
particular spot all that time, especially 
when the statement of our own verse 
states only it was found in the hou.se 
01 t1l.e Lora. Another point to be con
sidered Is, they found the book while 
looking atter the money, and we know 
the treasury was not in the most holy 
place. for it was approached at various 
times in the year and by dlf'terent 
persons. 

Verse 9. The scribe did hIs duty as 
secretary, and made the report about 
the money. For gathered. the marginal 
reading has "melted." Lest the reader 
be confused· it will be explained. The 
original word Is NATHAK and Strong 
defines It. "8 primItive root ; to flow 
forth (literally or flguratively): by 
implication to UQuety." The word hence 
could mean actually to melt, but it 
does not necessarily mean that. The 
idea here Is, the money was made to 
flow freely tnto the hands of the 
proper persons. 

Verses 10. 11. In modern times It 
might seem strange that a copy of the 
law of the Lord would cause so much 
surprIse, or that the finding of it was 
noted as such an event. But all copIes 
of such documents were made by hand 
and were very scarce. Among the other 
items of neglect chargeable against the 
kings of those years was their faUure 
to observe Deut. 17: 18·20. Had that 
been done, they WOuld have been spared 
the surprise that shocked Josiah. 

Verse 12. The persons named were 
the religious and personal "cabinet" 
of the k ing. The revelation brought 
to him by the readIng of the book 
made him fear that the Lord's wrath 
might be soon poured out on them. 

Verse 13. The law of Moses was 
complete and needed no general inter
pretation. But all along the line of 
their experiences as a naUon. the Is· 
raelites needed the services of prophets 
and other inspired persons, to give 
immediate instructions and warnings. 
(Heb. 1: 1). Josiah knew the law had 
been disobeyed. and now he wished 
to learn just what was about to happen 
and what to do about it. 

Verse 14. In about all of God's sys
tems for the use and benefit of hUM 
manity, the leaders and authoritative 
teachers have been men. The excep
tions have been Inspired women, which 
would quality them to speak conclu· 
sively regardless ot their sex. Huldah 
was a prophetess and was inspired. 
That was why the men of Josiah went 
to her when he told them to enquire 
of the Lora. Her husband had charge 
or the clothes worn by persons of 
prominence about the capital city. She 
dwelt in Jerusalem, in the college, 
which means "second" or subordinate. 
Being a wife, she did not occupy the 
first place in the capital city, but 
since she was a prophetess she oc
cupied a place next. To her the men 
appealed. who had been sent by Josiah. 

Verse 15. Haith. the Lord, proves that 
Huldah did not s~k on her own 
knowledge or responsibility. What she 
was about to say would be the word or 
the Lord. 

Verse 16. Wonts of the book means 
the things threatened in the book 
against the people it they committed 
idolatry. 

Verse 17. The nation had been guilty 
of idolatry and the evils connected 
with it for centuries. God had endured 
it from time to time, and more than 
once had allowed bis wrath to be 
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turned away by the pleas of the 
prophets. But his patience was ex
hausted at last, and now he deter
mined to carry out the extreme t)enalty 
that had been threatened, which Is the 
meaning ot the words 8hall not be 
quenched. In connection with these 
words, which might seem to disagree 
with other places in the Bible. the 
reader is requested to read carefully 
the following comments : 80me appar
ent ,contradictions may be understood 
by an acquaintance witb all tbe facts 
and truths concerned. The nation was 
told. In very decided terms, that it 
must go into captivity. Such reformers 
as Josiah endeavored to correct the 
corruptions of the nation and made 
8uffl.cient progress 88 to receive the 
commendations ot God. Yet he and 
other reformers were told that nothing 
could be done now to prevent the cap. 
tivity, since the nation had become 
so corrupt as a whole that nothing 
but capttvlty could cure it of its lead· 
ing iniquity which was idolatry. Yet 
there are always individuals in any 
community who are not in harmony 
with the corrupttons of the community 
as a whole and who try to avoid those 
corruptions. With reference to these 
individuals there are various exhorta
Hons to repentance or to continuing 
In righteousness as. the case might be, 
with the promise that those who were 
righteouB or whO would become so 
would receive the personal blessing of 
God, even though they, as members 
of a community, must share In the 
national calamity. Such men as Daniel 
and his three companions; Ezra, Ne
hemiah and others were among those 
who were already righteous. Doubtless 
others heeded the exhortations to re
pentance and thus brought themselves 
under the blessing of God. Because of 
this they were saved the humUiation 
of serving idols in the land of their 
captors, while the nation as a whole 
was required to worsbip these idols, 
80 that the apparent contradiction be
tween the deflnite threat of captivity 
and the exhortation to repentance is 
to be understood by considering the 
difference between the nation as a 
whole, and certain Individuals therein. 
The above comments. should be con
sidered In connection with the follow
ing p •••• ges: 2 Ki. 22: 17; 23; 26,27; 
2 Cbr. 34: 25; Isa. 1: 6, 18; 55: 6, 7; 
Jer. 3: I, 7: 16, 27; 8: 20; 11: 14; 
13: 23; 14: 11, 12 ; 17: I , 24-27; 18: 8; 
22: 1-6; 35: 16, and others of similar 
character. Apply these comments in 
aU places 'where an apparent discreti-

ancy occurs as to divine favor to sotne 
and disfavor to others. 

Verses 18-20. Josiah lurnishes a con
crete Instance of the comments on the 
preceding Yerse, even as be is men
tioned in those remarks. It Is probable 
that his earnest exhortations and vrac· 
tical reforms saved many individuals 
from personal loss of divine favor. It 
that was done, and they were Hving 
when the captivity came, they were 
protected trom the corruption of Idola· 
try in the land of Babylon. For Josiah 
to end his days In peace did not mean 
that be would not be slain in battle 
(for he was), but that he would be 
at peace with his God, tn spite of the 
error in judgment. 

2 KINGS 23 
Verses 1, 2. The discovery of the 

book, and the revelation of conditions, 
caused a complete change tn Josiab's 
work. The plans tor repairing the 
material bulldlng of the Lord were 
dropped, and full attention was turned 
toward repairing the spiritual house. 
The king called for a gathering of all 
the people of Judah, with speclal men· 
tion of the eJders (older and experi· 
enced, but unoftlcial men). and the 
priests and prophets. The priests were 
the immediate custodians of the wor· 
ship of the sanctuary, the prophets 
were the men inspired for special inter
pretation of the law In emergencies. 
(Reb. 1: 1). Josiah read to this great 
assemblage the words In the book just 
found, that had caused such conster
nation and alarm. 

Verse 3. Made a covenant does not 
mean that Josiah enacted a new law 
to take the place of the law of Moses. 
It was more in the nature of a personal 
promise or assurance that he would 
do what he could to enforce that law. 
The promise was made in the hearing 
of the people, and aU the people 'toad. 
to the covenant, which means they 
agreed to it, which made it their obU
galion also. 

Verse 4. Priests of the second- order 
means the common priests. All build
ings of Importance have doorkeepers 
to guard against the entrance of 1m· 
proper persons. Very logically, then, 
they would be Included In this order 
of Josiah. Ve8Se4S means any appara· 
tus, such as a utensU or implement. 
hence it here refers to anything that 
was used in connection with the wor
ship of Baal. See comments at 2 K1. 
17: 16 on Drove. Utensils made to use 
in connection with those images were 
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included in this destruction. A,he, la 
from APHAB and Strong defines it, 
"dust, (a8 powdered or gray); hence 
clay. earth, mud:' When metal is 
burned It corrodes and can tum to 
dust. here called ashes. We may recall 
what Mosea did to the golden calf re
corded in E x. 32 : 20. It was ironically 
proper for Josiab to carry this dust 
to Bethel, for that was ODe of the 
places where tbe national practice of 
Idolatry was flrat aet up. (1 Kl. 12: 29). 

Verse 5. Put down means he stopped 
the practices of the idolatrous priests. 
The mere burning of incense in high 
place, might not have been so bad in 
Itself (1 Kl. 3: 2), but when it was 
done by the idolatrous priests it was 
done for the wrong purpose. Baal was 
an imaginary Inte1l1gent god, the Bun 
and other heavenly bodies wefe Inani
mate delUes. The people of Judah bad 
turned to the worship of all those false 
gods, and Josiah Bought to overthrow 
the corruption. 

Verse 6. The grove was an object 
made of metal, &8 eJ:plained at Ch. 
17 ; 16. By burning it the corrosion 
would make It I)Osslble to grind it to 
powder. The dust was put on the 
graves, and the companion passage In 
2 Chr. 34: 0( shows it was the graves ot 
the Idolaters. That was a Bort of con
tempt for fake: gods, showing them to 
be as dead as the persons who had 
worshiped them. 

Verse 7. 8odomites is explained at 
1 K1. 14: 24. They were people who 
practiced the vile sin as a religious 
ceremony. H anVVngs means tents the 
women fabricated to shelter the ,grove, 
or 1dolatrous Image. , 

Verse 8. Defiled, the 1I.ig1> places de· 
notes that he desecrated them so they 
could not be used again. Joshua was 
a governor of a city In Judah, and he 
gave his name to a gate of Jerusalem, 
JU8t ae noted people will give some
thing to a particular bundlng and 
have a room named for them. At one 
side of tbls gate there were provi
SIODS made for 1dolatrous worship, and 
J oslab demoUahed them. 

Verse 9. This verse shows the char
acterttsUcs at many professed servants 
at God. They will spend most of their 
time In ibe things that Interest them 
personally, but neglect the service to 
their Lord. Then it trouble comes, 
they want to claim the benefits of the 
church. These idolatrous priests would 
not go to the lawtul altar in Jerusalem. 
yet they were Impudent enough to par
take of tbelr share of the bread that 

had been contributed by othera to the 
service. 

Verse 10. There was a noted valley 
near Jerusalem called atter the chU
dren of one HlnDom. In that valley 
was a place called Topheth, and at 
that spot the most horrifying acts 
were committed In the Dame of re
ligion. Parents took their infants there 
and offered them In burnt sacrifices to 
Molech, one of the imaginary gods. 
Josiah desecrated this place so that 
it could not be used thereafter for 
that purpose. 

Verse 11. In those days of prevail
ing Idolatry, varIous places and per
sons were singled out tor some object 
of the wicked cult. In the suburbs, 
Which was a borough of Jerusalem, a 
chamberlain or eunuch had a room for 
his personal occupancy. In this place 
the dlfrerent kings ot Judah had made 
artificial borses and placed them there 
in honor of the sun as a god. The 
mention of chariots In direct connec
tion witb the horses, which were burnt, 
indicates the horses were of metal. 

Verse 12. Upper chamber is from 
one word, meaning BOrne elevated room 
of some kind and belonging to Abaz, 
one of the Idolatrous kings. Being de
voted to idolatry himself, he permitted 
the others to bund altars for idol wor
ship on the root of this chamber. The 
two courts were the inner court (1 Ki. 
6: 36) and the great court (1 KI. 7: 12) 
that Solomon made. King Manasseh 
had made altars In these courts for 
the service of idole: Josiab burnt them 
and cast their duat into tbe brao,k. That 
manifested not only a contempt tor 
the false worship, but consigned the 
material to a place from which it 
could not be recovered. 

Verse 13. It should not be forgotten 
that tbe h!(}h places were compara
tively indifferent as to being wrong (1 
Kt. 3: 2) , for they occasionally were 
used for service to God. Althougb not 
In strict regu1aUon, the Lord gave 
them Borne tolerance when used for 
Him. But they came to be used most 
generally for Idolatrous worship and 
bad to be condemned. Mount Of COY
ruption was tbe Mount of Ollves, and 
1 K1. 11 : 7 tells nil the corruption was 
placed there by Solomon. Various 
tribes of heatben bad their own gods. 
Many ot them were the Imaginary or 
invisible type. ,and their particular 
deities had places erected for their 
worsh1p. Since eucb practices were an 
abomination to God. they were called 
the abomination of the Zidooians, etc. 
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Josiah defiled or desecrated all these 
places and rendered them unfit for 
!dol worsh!p. 

Verse 14. Image and groves were 
about the same in principle. The first 
were statues of the invisible gods, the 
second were metallic likenesses of their 
sacred trees. By :fUling their places 
with the bones of men, two objectives 
were attained, It indicated a condition 
of death, also it served as a standoff 
in view of the feeling men had toward 
human bones, 

Verse 15. High places Is mentioned 
three times in this verse, and it is 
said that Josiah burned them and 
crushed them to powder. That indl· 
cates they were made of metal, where
as we often think of them as befng 
places of eminence, either by natural 
elevation or architectural work. The 
idea is that on these high places there 
were altars erected tor idolatrous wor
shiP. and the altars were burned, like
wise the grove which was the metal 
image of their sacred tree. 

Verses 16·18. Before reading this 
passage, the student should read 1 Ki. 
13: 31, 32. It is the place where these 
things were first referred to. in part. 
The respect that men had for human 
bones, and especially those of a prophet. 
was great. almost to the extent of 
superstition. The old lying prophet ot 
Bethel knew this, and prepared to 
have his bones respected when the 
time predicted came, by ordering his 
body to be buried in the BaIne sepul
chre with that ot the d!sobed!ent 
prophet. By that time the bones would 
be sumciently decayed that it would 
not be reaUzed there was more than 
one person's remains in the tomb. The 
inspired writer knew that the bones 
of both prophets were there and pre
served together. Josiah knew only 
from the title, and the information the 
men of the city gave him, that there 
were any certain bones there at all. 
The motive for burning the bones in 
these sepulchres was because they were 
those of idol worshipers. By desecra
tion of their bones, the great dis
approval of Josiah was shown. 

Verse 19. Every form of religion in 
every age had temples erected for its 
headquarters. In such buildings the 
devotees of the high places would as
semble at Urnes for some of their 
heathen practices. These were the 
houses Josiah destroyed. 

Verse 20. Josiah found the idola
trous pr.iests engaged in their services 

at the altars and slew them. He 
further showed his abhorrence for the 
system by burning the bones of those 
who had been dead for some time. 

Verse 21. Among the things which 
had been dropped from their observ· 
ance was this great national feast. The 
Israelites had been so much interested 
in the worship of talse gods. they had 
forgotten that of the true; such a state 
of affairs might be expected. It is the 
principle Jesus taught in Matt. 6: 24. 
If the mog!cal th!ng should be im· 
agined, that idolatry is as good as the 
true worship, still no man can do jus· 
tice to both. Either would take up aU 
of his time and energy. That Is why 
their idolatry caused the Israelites to 
neglect the passover; also the seventh 
year rest for the land, and many other 
ordinances. 

Verse. 22, 23. The svec!lIe !tems of 
the passover were set down by the law, 
so that no radical difference should 
have been possible between any of the 
observations. The comparison Is not 
to the items observed, but to the in
terest manltested. In 2 Chr. 35: 18 the 
same instance is recorded, and it men· 
tions the thought of who and how 
many of the nation attended. A simllar 
expression is often used today when 
we speak of some particular meeting 
that had been largely attended, and 
where unusual interest was manifested. 
It might be heard said at such a time 
that "we had a great meeting today." 

Verse 24. Familiar apirits and wiz· 
ards were persons who used magic to 
take the attention of the people from 
the worship of the true God. Josiah 
put all of such evil workers away. He 
destroyed also the visible objects of 
false worship such as those made in 
honor of the imaginary gods, and the 
images supposed to be like celestial 
beings. 

Verse 26. There had been some very 
good kings before Josiah who opposed 
the corruptions existing among these 
people, but none of them carried their 
reforms as far as he. There was noth· 
ing that was left undone through in
attention, that was possible for him to 
do to purify the situation of the naUon. 

Verses 26. 27. The thing that was 
impossible for Josiah to accomplish 
was to prevent the captivity. The case 
bad gone· too far to be altered. This 
zealous king did what he could to reo 
move the corruptions, and doubtless 
Bucceeded in bringing many individ· 
uals to repentance. In spite of all this, 
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however, the nation had to go: The 
reader should again read the long 
comments at Ch. 22: 17. 

Verse 28. Once more a reference Is 
made to notee on Chronicle, at 1 K1. 
14: 19. 

Verse 29. This Is the sad part of 
Josiah's record. It Is given in more 
detail In 2 Chr. 35: 20·23. The king of 
Egypt was not intending to attack 
Josiah, but had been instructed by the 
Lord to go against the Assyrians. We 
have previously known that God Borne
Umes used one heathen naUon to pun· 
ish another. That was being done In 
this case, and Josiah seemed to doubt 
the words ot the Egyptian king. His 
zeal took hlm too far and he 108t his 
life. 

Verse 30. Josiah was treated with 
great honor and taken back to bis 
capital city for burtal. The regular 
succession to the throne should have 
been taken by EUaklm, since he was 
the elder brother. For a reason not 
stated the people put the younger Bon 
on the throne. But he did not keep 
It long a.s we shall see. 

Verses 31, 82. Jehoahaz should be 
regarded as a usurper since be had 
an elder brother who had not been dis
qualified. The reign was only 3 months 
long and he was taken from the throne. 

Verse 33. Pharaoh-nechob was the 
name of an Egyptian king. The line 
of rulers in that country for many cen
turies was caUed Pharaoh. Each bad 
his personal name and this one was 
Nechoh. He it was who slew Josiah 
when he interfered with the expedition 
against the Assyrians. Since Jehoabaz 
obtained the throne in an unlawful 
manner, it was not surprising that the 
Lord accepted tbis act of the Pharaoh 
in dethroning him and placing on the 
throne the lawful ruler. At the same 
time Pharaoh put a fine of 100 talents 
of silver and a talent of gold on the 
land. 

Verse 34. EUakim was the elder 
brother of Jehoahaz, and the rightful 
ruler. He was put into his proper 
place but had his name changed to 
Jehoiakim. We have no information 
as to why the change was made. Atter 
J ehoahaz was dethroned he was taken 
into custody at Rlblah. He was after
ward taken to Egypt where he died. 
He had received the additional name 
of Shallum in the meantime. This iU4 
formation, and the prediction of his 
death in the land of his exlle, may be 
seen in Jer. 22: 10-12. 

VersB 35. Jebolaklm paid the fine 
mentioned in V. 33 to Pharaoh, and 
he obtained the money by taxing the 
people. Exacted. Is from NAOAS and 
Strong defines it, "a primitive root: 
to drive (an animal, a workman, a 
doctor, an army); by Implication to tax, 
harass. tyrannize.'~ Taxation 18 from 
EREE and defined, "a pUe, equipment, 
estimate."-Strong. Jeholakim forced 
the people to give to the utmost that 
was possible, although he had to use 
severe measures to accomplish It. 

Verses 36, 37. This passage is a 
general statement of the length and 
character of Jeholakim's reign. ,The 
most noted event of his reign was the 
rebellion against the king ot Babylon, 
which brought on the great 70-year 
captivity of the Jews. That wUl begin 
in the next chapter. 

2 KINGS 24-
Verse 1. His dQ.,11$ means the days 

ot Jehoiakim, who had been placed on 
the throne of Judah by Pharaoh-nechoh 
ot Egypt. After having done that, 
Pbaraob disappeared from the scene, 
because the king of Babylon had taken 
most of the territory, and the Egyptian 
king was shut up tn his own country. 
(V. 7). About the time Jehoiakim 
began to reign, Nebuchadnezzar, king 
ot Babylon came up and Jehoiakim 
beoame his servant three years. That 
means that the king of Judah ac
knowledged the king of Babylon as his 
superior and agreed to a national alli
ance. Jeholakim continued in that 
state of dependency to Babylon for 
three years, then ... reb~lleC£. That 
set the stage for the beginning ot the 
noted Babylonian captivity or 70 years; 
it was in the year 606 B. c. While this 
great captivity began then and con
tinued till 536 B. c., it was carried out 
in three stages, recognized in the scrip
tures and in secular history as the 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd captivities. Unless these 
divisions of the historical epoch are 
recognized, some statements In other 
parts of the Bible will be confusing. 
For instance, in Ezk. 1: 2 we read the 
words, Jehoiachin's captivity. In Cb. 
40: 1 of the same book we have the 
wordS, our captivity. We know there 
was only one captivity as 'a whole. so 
the various references to some speCific 
captivity must be understood tn the 
Jight of these divisions. The dates of 
the 2nd and 3rd will be stated at the 
proper places in this and the followIng 
chapter. Ch. 23: 36 states Jeholaklm 
reigned 11 years. Since the captivity 
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started at the end ot his 3rd year. he 
continued to reign for 8 years. But 
whtle he occupied the throne ot Judah 
in Jerusalem, he was subject to the 
Babylonian king through those years, 
and the great captIvIty Is to be dated. 
therefore, from his 4th year. 

Verse 2. Jehoiakim was permitted 
to sit on his throne in Jerusalem, but 
the several tribes of heathen people 
mentioned were suffered by the Lord 
to make inroads against the country. 
which began to weaken the kingdom. 

Verse 3. Most of the kings ot Judah 
were evtl men, but· Manasseh was an 
outstanding one for wickedness, which 
Is the reBBOD he is mentioned in con
nection with the national distress. At 
the commandment of the Lont. It 
might be somewhat confusing to think 
of these idolaters doing anything in 
order to obey the commandments of 
the Lord. While God did sometimes 
give direct instructions to the heathen 
to perform certain services (Ezra 1: 
2). there is nothing to indicate these 
people were acting with the motive or 
knowledge that they were obeyIng, the 
Lord. The word commG1J.d.ment Is trom 
PEH, and a part of the definition Is 
"according to!' The thought ot the 
passage Is. the action of the people 
mentioned was according to the win ot 
the Lord. Men and even beasts can 
fulfill tbe will of the Lord without 
knowing It. (Isa. 43: 20). 

Verse 4. Manasseh committed many 
sins not specified, but the shedding of 
innocent blood was one of the most 
horrible stns. So while the captivity 
did not come until the days at Je
holakim, the wickedness of one ot his 
predecessors was known to him, and 
he did not · profit by it, therefore was 
the one on whom the blow came. 

Verses 6, 6. Ohronioles is explained 
by my comments at 1 Kl. 14: 19. Slept 
with. his fathers Is explained at 1 Ki. 
2: 10. 

Verse 7. The facts of this verse were 
commented upon at V. 1. 

Verses 8, 9. The reign of Jebotachin . 
was only three months in duration. It 
was so short and so little was accom
plIshed that it is ignored in the state
ments tbat pertained to dates of the 
captivities. Any date based on "Je
hoiachln's captivity" would coincide 
with any that Wal3 reckoned trom Je
boiaklm's death. See my notes on 
mother's name at 1 K1. 14: 21. 

Verse 10. What Is to. be 'known as 
the 2nd captivity is recor.ded in verses 

10-16. and readers who are marking 
their Bibles should make the notation 
accordingly. But the several verses 
will be eonsldered somewhat 8epa~ 
rately. The verse of this ,paragraph 
begins the 2nd ot the three captivtties 
explained at V. 1, and the date Is 598 
B. c. Nebuchadnezzar was the king of 
Babylon. and it was he who had sub
jugated Jehotaklm for 8 years. Now 
that Jeholachin, the son of Jeholaktm, 
was on the throne and was a very 
weak ruler, the king at Babylon de· 
clded to increase the servitude ot the 
kingdom of Judah. He came with his 
servants to Jerusalem for the purpose 
of subduing it sUll more than it had 
been In the days of Jehoiakim. 

Verse 11. Kings and otber great 
men are said to have done thtngs when 
it may mean only that their servants 
did them. But according to secular 
history and other evIdences, Nebuchad· 
nezzar was present in person at the 
stege of Jerusalem, although he oper
ated by the aid ot his servants. 

Verse 12. This verse means that 
Jehoiachtn surrendered to Nebuchad
nezzar without a struggle, and that he 
delivered tnto his hand his chiet men. 
Eighth 1/OOr Of his reign. means tbe 
8th year of the reign of the king of 
Babylon. Oflf,CeTB is correctly rendered 
"eunuehs" in the margin of the Bible. 
for it is so defined in the lexicon. 
Eunuchs were employed much by kings 
and other men of prominence. They 
served as valets, also in other speelflc 
positions about the residence. 

Verse 13. These precious articles that 
Nebucbadnezzar took are the ones men· 
tloned In Dan. 1: 2; 5: 2, 3. Veue18 is 
not confined to contaIners as we thtnk 
of the word, but Includes any arUcle 
used in the service or a place. It takes 
in the ornaments of the holy buildIng 
as well as the instruments for serving 
food and drink. That explains how 
the king could cut in pieces the vessels, 
yet Belshazzar could use them for hIs 
wine the night of the great feast. This 
circumstance fulfilled the prediction 
Isaiah made to Hezeklah In Ch. 20: 17. 

Verse 14. All Jerulalem means the 
jnhabitants of the city in general. The 
inspired writer then specifies some of 
the classes of persons taken. A eraftll
man is a fabricator and a sm.ith is a 
"fastener." In other words, the eratts
man fabrica.tes things and a smtth 
puts them together. Valour means 
"strength" of any kind. As used In 
this place it means,the men with great 

· · tor~eand inthlence.The poorest . Bort 
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would not mean only those of Unifted 
means, but included all classes with 
Uttle or no important talents, and 
thus of limited usefulness. 

Verses 15, 16. There is not ,much 
new information in this passage ex· 
cept what pertains to Jeholachin in 
person. He and his attendants and his 
mother were taken to Babylon. He 
was kept in prison in Babylon for 37 
years, then released and treated with 
royal courtesy by the king of Babylon 
then reigning. (Jer. 52: 31·34). 

Verse 17. J ehoiachln bad SODS (1 
Chr. 3: 17), but Nebuchadnezzar did 
not permit any ODe of them to occupy 
his father's throne in Jerusalem, In
stead, be took one of his uncles, Mat
taniah, aud put him on the throne. At 
the same time be changed his name to 
Zedekiah, for no reason that is stated 
to us, and he w1l1 be known from now 
on by that name. He will be the last 
king that the Jews as a political na
tion will ever have. Having reached 
the last king of the Israelite nation, I 
w1ll suggest a chart the reader can 
make which will be helpful in the 
study of the history. We have already 
had our attention called to the zigzag 
way the account has been given since 
the tribes divided into what were 
called the kingdoms of Judah and Is
rael. Take the kings of Judah for a 
basis of the chart, starting at 975 B. C. 
Draw the chart on a schedule that w111 
allot the proper space for each reign, 
according to the years stated in the 
books of Kings. Then under the line 
thus made for this kingdom, place the 
names of the kings of Israel in their 
proper position under· the line of the 
kings of Judah. This will form a 
chart for reference whtle reading the 
history of the divided kingdom, and 
may be considered in connection with 
the comments I made at 1 Ki. 12: 17. 

Verses 18, 19. It is stated that 
Zedekiah reigned in Jerusalem, and 
yet we know that the Babylonian cap
tivity was going on at the same time. 
We must understand the last three 
kings to sit on the throne in Jerusalem 
were doing so as tributaries to Baby
lon, and were regarded as being sub
ject to that country, just as surely as 
were the citizens who had been taken 
into it. Their permission to occupy 
the throne was a kind of courtesy, and 
was to be enjoyed on condition of 
loyalty to Babylon. They were so rest
less and wavering, however, that the 
king of Babylon finally lost patience 
with them and completely demolished 

the government, taking entire charge 
of the country. This part of the his
tory w1ll be given in the next chapter. 

Verse 20. This verse means that 
God's anger was held back until he 
finally turned his people over com
pletely to Babylon. The captivity of 
the nation as a whole had been going 
on since the 3rd year of Jehoiakim. 
But Zedekiah could have prolonged the 
time when he personally must go, had 
he done right in the'sight of the Lord, 
and respected the authority of the 
king of Babylon. His rebellion dis
pleased God, and he sui'lered the king 
of Babylon to lay siege and flnally 
complete the whole captivity, which 
will be learned in the next chapter. 

2 KINGS 2S 
Verse 1. Nmth year of his reigrn 

means the reign of Zedekiah. Nebu
chadnezzar became tired of the re
belUous conduct of Zedekiah and deter
mined to complete the subjugation of 
Judah by taking its king oft his throne, 
and destroying the city. To do this he 
saw the need for an etrective siege, 
and prepared to attack the walls. As 
a means to that end he built forts 
around it, which is defined in the 
lexicon, "a battering-tower." - Strong. 
That consisted in a series of the towers, 
practically comprising a wall all round 
about, from which the besiegers could 
apply their battering rams against the 
wall of the city to overthrow it. 

Verse 2. The siege lasted 2 years, 
coming to a close the 11th year of 
Zedekiah, which will prove to be his 
last. 

Verse 3. Fourth is not in the origi
nal in this passage, but is at Jer. 39: 
2, where the same event is recorded. 
The famine prevailed on the above 
date. which means it had grown so bad 
that it reached a cUmax. The result 
was that the people in the city ceased 
to resist or try to hold the city against 
the besiegers. 

Verse 4. See the author's comments 
on the garden wall as a means of es
cape at Ch. 9: 27. The Inhabitants 
having relaxed their vigilance, the 
wall was attacked with greater fury 
and a breach was made through it. 
The soldiers escaped through the 
breach, the king with them, and they 
chose the night for their flight; this 
had been predicted in Ezk. 12: 12. 
Chaldees or Chaldeans Is another name 
for the Babylonians at the time of our 
present study. In ancient periods there 
was a distinct group that had the 
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name Chaldees. and the term was not 
applied to any others. They finally 
settled In the city of Babylon and grew 
in power untn they dominated, not 
only the city but most of the surround
ing country of Babylonia. For tbis 
reason the name Chaldeans and Baby
lonians came to be used commonly tor 
the same people. 

Verse 5. King Zedekiah made the 
mistake that multitudes of others have 
made. It had been predicted that the 
city would be taken and that by the 
will of God. Moreover, it was plainly 
taught that resistance to the enemy 
would be In vatn. Had Zedekiab heeded 
aU these warnings and surrendered to 
the king ot Babylon he would have 
fared better. Trying to run from him 
was the Bame as running from God, 
since the actions of the Babylonians 
was the carrying out ot the plans or· 
dained -of Gad. 

Verses 6, 7. While Nebuchadnezzar 
doubtless spent some Ume near Jeru· 
salem in person, most at it was at 
Rlblah. a temporary headquarters used 
by him and other monarchs at the 
East. Smith's Bible Dictionary has 
thla to say of the place: "Riblah in the 
land of Hamath, a place on the great 
road between Palesttne and Babylonia, 
at which the kings of Babylonia were 
accustomed to remain while directing 
the operations of their armies in Pales
ttne and Phoenicia. Here Nebuchad
nezzar waited while tbe sieges of Jeru
salem and Tyre were being conducted 
by hiB lieutenant8." This explains why 
Zedekiah was taken to Rtblab atter 
his capture. He was brought betore 
Nebuchadnezzar, whose throne of judg~ 
ment during the war operations was 
at Rlblah, and there tried and con
demned, which 1s the meaning of the 
words gave judgn&>ent upon him. His 
sons were then slain tn his sight, atter 
which his eyes were put out, and he 
was bound and taken. bUnded, to Baby
lon where be died. This simple and 
consistent narrattve explains what 
some enemies of the Bible claim to be 
contradictions, because not all of the 
facts are stated in each place. When 
studying this subject, the reader should 
always read the following passages. 
Jer. 32: .; 34: 3; Ezk. 12: 13. 

Verse 8. About a month, after the 
events at the foregoing paragraph, 
Nebucbadnezzar sent his chief mili
tary Jeader, Nebuzaradan. from Riblah 
to complete the overthrow of Jeru~ 
salem and bring the Jewish nation 
completely under his power. 

Verse 9, 10. Most of this chapter has 
to do with the Srd captivity, otherwise 
known as the 3rd division at the great 
captivity.- Since it is well to have 
clearly defined Umlts tor certain im
portant dates, tbose marklng their 
Bibles should title this paragraph. the 
3rd captivity, B. c. 687. As a briet 
r&lum6. I w1ll state some of the out
standing things that took place at each 
of the three captivities. At the 1st, 
Jeholakim was weakened by having 
several tribes of heathen attack his 
country. At the 2nd, the best of the 
citizens were taken to Babylon, includ
ing the prophet Ezekiel. At the ard, 
the buildings were demolished and the 
walls of the city broken down. This 
was when "the cUy was smitten" in 
the words of Ezk. 40: 1. The last king 
of Judah having been taken to Baby
lon, and now the city beIng completely 
destroyed, the great Babylonian Cap
tivity was complete, although its be
ginning shOUld be dated at 606 B. C., 
when Jeholaklm was put under torced 
tribute by Nebuchadnezzar. 

Verse 11. When an enemy attacks a 
community. there are often some who 
will betray their people and go over 
to the invaders. That happened in 
Jerusalem when the king of Babylon 
came against it. But it did not do 
them any good, for they were taken 
out of their native land to the land of 
their captor. At the same time. about 
all of the citizens that had been left 
in the city were taken off to the foreign 
land. 

Verse 12. These poor ot the land Is 
explained at Ch. 24: 14. 

Verses 13, 14. In Ch. 24: la, men
tion is made of the more valuable 
vessels and ornaments that the king 
of Babylon took away. The things 
named in thIs paragraph were those 
of brass. They were very necessary to 
the temple service, but not as deslr~ 
able from a commercial standpoint. In 
the 2nd captivity the king of Babylon 
did not bother with these materials. 
but since he was making a "clean 
sweep" of things In the flnal attack, 
he took possession ot about all that 
could be turned to his account. 

Verse 15. In the general ransacking 
of the place, Nebuchadnezzar's men 
found that some gold and silver bad 
been lett from the previous raid, and 
all of it was taken merely as precious 
metal, not because ot the form in which 
it was found. That i8 what is meant 
by the words, 8uch things as were (lold, 
in Dold, etc. , 
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Verse 16. The two pillars are men
tioned in 1 Kl. 7: 15, also in V. 13 in 
this chapter. But the subject Is again 
brought up to tell us something of the 
great amount of ·'loot" the ktng of 
Babylon obtaiued. The lea. was a great 
tank containing water tor the various 
services about the temple. Without 
weight does not mean they were Ught, 
but -they were 80 large and many and 
heavy that they bad never been 
weIghed. (1 KI. 7: 47). 

Verse 17. A chapiter was a sort of 
ornamental cap or head piece on the 
pillars. Wreathen 'Work ana. pome
granate, refers to the ornamental tor
mations in the metal. 

Verse 18. Chief prie8t means the 
high priest. and second. priest means 
the common priest who was acting at 
the time. All of the Uneal descendants 
of Aaron were eligible for the priest
hood, but their services were not al
ways needed. Therefore. when a spe
cified man is mentioned as being a 
priest, it means he was the one in 
active service. 

Verse 19. When a revolution takes 
place in a government, men of promi
nence are otten destroyed as a pro
tective measure against possible future 
revolt. It such men were influential 
in the former government, they might 
some day exert enough control over 
the emotions of the people to rebel 
against the new government. So we 
read that Nebucbadnezzar's leading 
military man took charge ot a great 
number of such persons who had been 
in the service of Zedekiah,. 

Verse 20. Nebuchadnezzar was still 
at Rlblah, therefore these "key" pris
oners were taken to him there for 
judgment. 

Verse 21. Smote ... sleui-. The first 
word means merely to strike. but" not 
necessarily hard enough to kill. The 
second is added to teU " us the result 
of the stroke. This verse is the con
cluding statement that the captivity 
had become a reality in full. 

Verse 22. There could have been 
various reasons why Nebuchadnezzar 
wished to leave a small group at people 
in the land. We learned in V. 12 one 
of them was that they" might carO for 
certain crops. But since the country 
bad been taken over by a foreign 
power, the people left needed some 
supervision, and tor that service N ebu~ 
chadnezzar appoInted Gedal1ah with 
headquarters at Mizpah. He also left 
some at his own ChaJdeans as a "guard, 

and the whole setup was to care far 
the land Bubject to the ktng at Babylon. 
This arrangement pleased the Jews 
who were scattered in varJous places 
in fear, aod they came out trom their 
hiding to Mizpah to enjoy the prlvl· 
leges permitted them under GedaUah. 

Verses 23-25. Jea.!ouliY Is a terrible 
sen.timent. and w11l lead men to com· 
mit great crimes. It appears here that 
the " people who came to Mizpah were 
favorable to GedaUah and that they 
appreciated his suggestions. But we 
have additional Information in Jer. 
4: 7-16; 41: 1·3. Gedal1ah waa warned 
of the treachery of Ishmael by Johanan 
but would not believe the aecusatlon. 
He and several others were murdered, 
including the Chaldeans whom the 
king of Babylon had lett to guard the 
place. 

Verse 26. This verse is very briet, 
and omits many details that would 
shed information on the reason they 
fled to Egypt for fear of the ChaJdees. 
It appears that Johanan became pan
Jcky after the atTalr of Ishmael, fear
ing even for the lives of all the rest, 
lest the sympathizers of Bablyon at
tack them. He advised their :flight to 
Egypt In spite of" the instructions at 
Jerem.iah the prophet. and even took 
some of the people by force (tncluding 
Jeremiah) and fled to Egypt. The stu~ 
dent Is urged to r ead Jer. 42 and 43 
to complete the Information on this 
tragic episode. 

Verses 27-30. This paragraph passes 
over about 26 years to pick up a few 
incidents concerning Jeholachin. He 
had" been taken from his throne in 
Jerusalem atter reLgning only 3 months, 
and taken to Babylon. After 37 years 
in prison he was released by the king 
then' on the throne In Babylon, and 
treated with royal attention. Set 1144 
throne does not mean that Jehotachin 
was permitted to act as a king. It 
means that he was treated with more 
courtesy and distinction than any ot 
the other kings in captivity. In Jer. 
22: 26 it was predicted that Jehoiachln 
(there called Gontah) would die In 
Babylon; our present paragraph tut·" 
:flUs that prediction. It he was treated 
in Babylon in the manner descrIbed 
all the days ol1Ws life, he necessarily 
died there. 

1 CHRONICLES.',l 
General remarks: A feW ~eomment8 

were made on the subject ot aMonicle, 
at 1 K1. 14: 19. Having come ,"to thIs 
part at the Bible, I beUeve it will be 


